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Pardon
frenzy fuels
a lucrative
industry

Trump’s new clemency
process unleashes a
stampede for attention

BY EMILY DAVIES
AND PERRY STEIN

One civil rights attorney seek-
ing clemency for an imprisoned
client scored an invite to Mar-a-
Lago, then approached President
Donald Trump as he dined. An
advocate combed through sen-
tencing memos to find details she
thought would resonate with the
political appointees now in
charge. A lawyer flew to Memphis
to have lunch at the home of the
pardon czar — a position created
by the president.

Since taking office in January,
Trump has upended the federal
pardoning process, increasing
the White House’s authority over
a task that until now was largely
governed by Justice Department
guidelines. Although many presi-
dents have issued controversial
pardons and circumvented their
lawyers’ advice, Trump has far
outpaced his predecessors during
the first year of his term and often
done so with public flair, relish-
ing one of the few unrestrained
powers of the president.

People are making money off
the new system. Trump’s pardon
frenzy has given rise to a lucrative
cottage industry of high-powered
lawyers connected to the White
House who seek his attention on
behalf of their convicted clients.
In some cases, applicants have
hired big-name lawyers who can
charge hefty legal fees. In others,
clients leverage their own connec-
tions to Mar-a-Lago or members

SEE PARDONS ON A4

Tanks in waiting

MATT MCCLAIN/THE WASHINGTON POST

Members of the U.S. Army’s 1st Cavalry Division chat on an Abrams tank parked Wednesday at the
District’s West Potomac Park ahead of Saturday’s parade, which will mark the Army’s 250th anniversary.

Army parade, protests fuel dueling visions of U.S.

BY NAFTALI BENDAVID

In Washington, tanks will roll
down the streets, planes will
streak overhead and bands will
pump out military tunes as sol-
diers parade before a president
who embraces a gilded, muscular
form of patriotism — and whose
birthday it is.

Across the country, demonstra-
tors will flood hundreds of cities
and towns, making speeches and

holding “No Kings” signs to de-
nounce what they see as President
Donald Trump’s authoritarian
tactics and disregard for the Con-
stitution.

This Saturday will see one of the
starkest displays of America’s di-
visions since Trump took office, as
contrasting visions of Americaun-
fold in vivid colors on the coun-
try’s streets. The confrontation
now playing out in Los Angeles is
certain to fuel both sides, as some

Americans cheer Trump’s strong
hand in quashing purported
chaos and others decry what they
see as his growing embrace of
authoritarian tactics.

Trump’s critics are especially
inflamed by the notion that the
president would host a military
parade on his birthday, which
they say carries an unmistakable
whiff of authoritarianism.

“Americans, in particular veter-
ans, see this as a vanity endeavor

for Donald Trump,” said Rep. Ja-
son Crow (D-Colorado), a former
Army ranger who served in Iraq
and Afghanistan. “You have mas-
sive cutsto [veterans’] health care,
troops away from their families
for years over the last decade
fighting wars on terror, barracks
falling apart in many posts — and
we will spend over $50 million to
roll tanks through the streets of
D.C.? It doesn’t add up.”

SEE DIVIDED U.S. ON A6

Worker
papers
under
scrutiny

ICE OFFICES ARE
GIVEN AUDIT QUOTAS

Immigration crackdown
on employers ramps up

BY LAUREN KAORI GURLEY,
MARIANNE LEVINE
AND RACHEL SIEGEL

The Trump administration has
ramped up investigations of com-
panies suspected of employing
undocumented immigrants, di-
recting officials to meet audit
quotas for such reviews to accel-
erate deportation efforts.

The Immigration and Customs
Enforcement division has or-
dered its 30 regional offices to
meet quotas on inspections of
employers’ documentation of
their workers’ immigration sta-
tus, according to three immigra-
tion lawyers and a former De-
partment of Homeland Security
government official familiar with
the agency’s operations. The
number of notices of inspection,
known as I-9 audits, has in-
creased “tenfold” since January,
three lawyers said.

The inspections can be a pre-
cursor to workplace raids and
have recently been used by the
Trump administration as a meth-
od for detaining undocument-
ed workers without judicial

SEE IMMIGRATION ON A5

Protests’ effects: In much of LA,
life is proceeding as usual. A6

Across the U.S.: Demonstrations
are spreading to a raft of cities. A7

BRIAN WILSON 1942-2025

Bandleader behind the
surfing vibrations of the "60s

He brought an ocean’s worth of songwriting depth
to the Beach Boys, who embodied California cool

BY Tim PAGE

Brian Wilson, the founder and
principal creative force of the
Beach Boys, whose catalogue of
early hits embodied the fantasy of
California as a paradise of beauti-
ful youth, fast cars and endless
surf and made them the most
popular American rock group of
the 1960s, has died at 82.

The family announced the
death on his official webpage but
did not provide further informa-
tion.

The Beach Boys were formed in
1961 in Hawthorne, California,

near Los Angeles, by brothers Bri-
an, Dennis and Carl Wilson, their
cousin Mike Love and their friend
Al Jardine, and the regional suc-
cess that year of their first single,
“Surfin,” thrust them to national
attention when Capitol Records
signed them almost immediately
as the label’s first rock act.

They would make the Bill-
board Top 40 list at least 35 times,
a tally unequaled by an American
band. While each member con-
tributed to the Beach Boys’
signature angelic vocal harmon-
ics, Mr. Wilson was the widely

SEE WILSON ON A20

MICHAEL OCHS ARCHIVES/GETTY IMAGES

Singer-songwriter Brian Wilson, founder of the rock group the
Beach Boys, holds a mirror reflecting his bandmates circa 1967.

Appreciation: Sunshine music with a haunted sadness was his gift. C1
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SERVING ‘DEAD TIME

D.C. teens needed help.
They languished in a violent detention center instead.

BY NICOLE DUNGcCA, JOHN D. HARDEN AND KEITH L. ALEXANDER

Washington’s juvenile justice agency ap-
peared to finally be reformed. After decades of
court monitoring, a judge declared in late 2020
that the long-troubled Department of Youth
Rehabilitation Services could return to the

mayor’s control.

Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D) promised “a
focus on restorative justice, love, and empower-
ment” that would “serve and improve the lives
of our young people, their families, and our

entire community.”

Instead, progress at the agency — charged
with setting serious and repeat teen offenders
on a better path — unraveled as youth crime

¢ The agency has taken months to provide
many teens with comprehensive treatment
plans, violating a law that requires it to do so
within 17 days of a judge sentencing a youth to
its custody. In fiscal year 2022, the first after the

cityregained control of the agency, it completed

time frame.

planning for 93 percent of teenagers within
three months, according to agency metrics. The
next year, less than half had plans in the same

o The District’s detention center, where chil-

spiked, a Washington Post investigation found:

dren are held while they wait for their plans, is
overcrowded. Fistfights break out often. Police
come to quell the violence, while ambulances

SEE DETENTION ON A9

FBI seeks lo

move some
training from

Va. to Ala.

Plan is part of broader
effort to shrink bureau’s
footprint in D.C. area

BY PERRY STEIN,
CAROL D. LEONNIG,
ELLEN NAKASHIMA

AND GREGORY S. SCHNEIDER

FBI leadership is pushing to
move one of the bureau’s elite
training academies from Quanti-
co, Virginia, to Huntsville, Ala-
bama, according to multiple peo-
ple familiar with the plan who
spoke on the condition of ano-
nymity to discuss a proposal that
has not yet been made public.

FBIDeputy Director Dan Bong-
ino’s effort to relocate the Nation-
al Academy — a 10-week training
program for local and interna-
tional law enforcement and feder-
al agents who are not with the FBI
— is part of the Trump adminis-
tration’s broader goal of shrink-
ing the bureau’s footprint in the
Washington area and relocating
personnel to Huntsville.

The FBI has a separate training
program for new bureau hires,
and Bongino is also considering
whether to move that academy to
Huntsville, though the option has
not been proposed, according to a
senior FBI official who spoke on
the condition of anonymity to
discuss internal deliberations.

SEE FBI ON A4
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U.S. on high alert in Middle East The State
Department authorized the evacuation of
some personnel in Iraq in anticipation of a
potential Israeli strike on Iran. Al4

‘Distressingly low’ population The
diminished number of blue crabs in the
Chesapeake Bay raises concerns. Bl

THE NATION

After purge, Robert F.
Kennedy Jr. picked new
members of an influen-
tial vaccine panel. A2
Harvey Weinstein was
convicted of one count
in his sexual assault
retrial in New York. A8

THE WORLD

College prep in South
Korea now includes
cram schools even for
kindergartners. A12
Anti-immigrant rioters
set fires and attacked
police in a town in
Northern Ireland. A13
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Kennedy selects 8 for vaccine panel he purged

BY LENA H. SUN
AND LAUREN WEBER

Health and Human Services
Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr.
named eight people to the influ-
ential federal panel that recom-
mends vaccines to Americans on
Wednesday, elevating several
vaccine critics days after he
purged the group’s entire mem-
bership.

His picks for the Advisory
Committee on Immunization
Practices include a well-known
pediatric infectious-diseases ex-
pert and at least three people
who have criticized the use of
mRNA coronavirus vaccines.
Some of the more notable selec-
tions include Martin Kulldorff,
the co-author of the Great Bar-
rington Declaration, which
called for herd immunity
through mass covid infection in
2020, and Vicky Pebsworth, who
is listed on the board of the
nation’s oldest anti-vaccine
group.

“All of these individuals are
committed to evidence-based
medicine, gold-standard science,
and common sense,” Kennedy
said in an X post on Wednesday
announcing the picks. “They
have each committed to
demanding definitive safety and
efficacy data before making
any new vaccine recommenda-
tions.”

The other new members are:
Joseph R. Hibbeln, a psychia-
trist; Retsef Levi, a professor of
operations management; Robert
W. Malone, a biochemist; Cody
Meissner, a pediatrician; James
Pagano, an emergency medicine
physician; and Michael A. Ross, a
professor of obstetrics and gyne-
cology.

Kulldorff and Hibbeln de-
clined to comment. Malone told
The Washington Post he was
honored to be selected but de-
clined to answer additional ques-
tions. Kennedy’s other picks did
not immediately return requests
for comment.

Malone, a controversial scien-
tist, is an ally of Kennedy’s who
was at the unveiling of the Make
America Healthy Again report at
the White House last month.

Malone previously sued The
Post, alleging defamation over
the newspaper’s reporting on his
advocacy against the coronavi-
rus vaccine. The case was dis-
missed in 2023.

The selections come after
Kennedy on Monday ousted 17
independent vaccine experts
who advise the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention. He
said the vaccine committee,
which he has criticized for years,
has been “plagued with persis-
tent conflicts of interest” and
has become a “rubber stamp” for
vaccines.

The new composition of the
panel signals Kennedy’s plan for
U.S. vaccination policy, experts
said. The committee’s decisions
shape which vaccines are admin-

istered and to whom — and
whether they’ll be free and cov-
ered by insurance.

Public health advocates raised
concerns about the future of
vaccination under the new com-
mittee.

“He is appointing a group of
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ANNABELLE GORDON/FOR THE WASHINGTON POST

“All of these individuals are committed to evidence-based medicine,” said HHS Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr., shown above in May.

covid contrarians,” said Rich-
ard Pan, a pediatrician and for-
mer California state lawmaker
who often sparred with anti-vac-
cine activists. “They have and
will undermine trust in vaccina-
tion.”

A spokesman for Kennedy did
not immediately return a request
for comment on the criticisms of
the new ACIP members. In an
unrelated news conference Tues-
day, Kennedy said the group
would not be “anti-vaxxers.”

Some of the selections have
track records of opposing public
health guidance on vaccines.

Pebsworth, who has also
served on the Food and Drug
Administration’s Vaccine and
Related Biological Products Ad-
visory Committee, had repeated-
ly expressed concerns about po-
tential harms from coronavirus
vaccination. According to her
biography on the anti-vaccine
group National Vaccine Informa-
tion Center’s website, she has
worked with the group “since
2006 on vaccine safety analytical
and education projects.” The or-
ganization says it promotes in-
formed consent instead of mak-
ing “vaccine use recommenda-
tions.”

Kulldorff has said he was fired
from his position as a professor
of medicine at Harvard Medical
School over his refusal to get the
coronavirus vaccine, which he
has advocated against. In a 2021
op-ed co-written with the now
head of the National Institutes of
Health Jay Bhattacharya, Kull-
dorff wrote: “The widespread use
of vaccines against polio, mea-
sles, mumps, rubella, rabies and
other pathogens has saved mil-
lions of lives. ... Those pushing
for coercive Covid vaccination
threaten all this progress by
undermining public trust in vac-
cines.”

Levi, a professor at the MIT
Sloan School of Management,
has been highly critical of mRNA
vaccines and tweeted in January
2023 that “the evidence is
mounting and indisputable that
MRNA vaccines cause serious
harm including death, especially
among young people. We have to

stop giving them immediately!”

Some public health advocates
who criticized Kennedy’s other
picks for ACIP offered a more
positive assessment of Meissner,
a pediatric infectious-disease
specialist at the Geisel School of
Medicine at Dartmouth. He has
served on FDA and CDC vaccine
advisory committees.

In an interview with The Post
in February, Meissner praised
measles vaccination and criti-
cized the Biden administration’s
universal recommendation for
coronavirus vaccines, including
for healthy younger people.

Kennedy has sought to change
the membership of the vaccine
panel since shortly after taking
office, said Jeffrey Klausner, a
professor of medicine and public
health at the University of South-
ern California’s Keck School of
Medicine and former CDC medi-
cal officer who gave Kennedy
recommendations in mid-Febru-
ary.

“He wanted highly creden-
tialed, non-conflicted scientists
and doctors who can look at data
and make recommendations ob-
jectively,” Klausner said. He re-
called Kennedy rejecting two
names on the list, calling one
“too much of an industry shill”
and the other “clearly anti-vax.”

Klausner declined to identify
the two individuals. A spokes-
man for Kennedy did not return
a request for comment on Klaus-
ner’s account.

Klausner said the only ACIP
nominee who raised concerns for
him was Malone, who has dispar-
aged coronavirus vaccination,
raising concerns about its effec-
tiveness and side effects.

Malone “worked to undermine
confidence in covid vaccination
— which has saved hundreds of
thousands of U.S. lives — and has
actively contributed to vaccine
hesitancy,” Klausner said.

Malone has previously called
those critiques “attacks.”

A document that HHS sent
Tuesday to health officials and
dozens of organizations before
the new members were an-
nounced stated that Kennedy’s
decision to remove the previous

panel members does not affect
insurance coverage of vaccines,
the childhood vaccine schedule,
programs that rely on the com-
mittee’s recommendations or the
panel’s procedures.

Kennedy has said the panel’s
June 25-27 meeting will go for-
ward as scheduled. Recommen-
dation votes are scheduled for
coronavirus, influenza, menin-
gococcal, HPV and RSV vaccines
for adults, pregnant women and
infants. A quorum of at least
eight ACIP members is required
to hold a vote.

Kennedy has blasted the com-
mittee for never voting against
vaccines.

But the panel has voted to
reverse vaccine recommenda-
tions based on safety data show-
ing elevated risks of serious com-
plications, including the John-
son & Johnson coronavirus vac-
cine and a rotavirus vaccine.

The panel also has changed an
initial recommendation to use a
nasal spray as the preferred way
to protect children against the
flu, after data showed that meth-
od was no longer more effective
than shots, said Jamie Loehr, a
family physician in New York
ousted from the committee.

“The whole goal is to have
evidence that the vaccines work
and are protecting people,” said
Loehr, who had served as a
voting member of the panel since
2021.

Medical and professional or-
ganizations condemned Kenne-
dy for purging the committee,
including the American Medical
Association, the American Acad-
emy of Pediatrics, the American
College of Physicians, the Amer-
ican Association of Immunolo-
gists, the Infectious Diseases
Society of America and the
American Nurses Association.

The American College of Phy-
sicians issued a statement
Wednesday evening calling for
Kennedy to halt the appoint-
ments and restore the previous
committee members. “The speed
with which these members were
selected, and the lack of trans-
parency in the process, does not
help to restore public confidence

and trust,” said Jason Goldman,
the group’s president.

On Tuesday, the AMA, at its
annual meeting, called for
Kennedy to immediately reverse
his decision and called for a
Senate investigation into his ac-
tions.

Nomination to serve on the
vaccine committee has tradition-
ally followed months of vetting,
members have said. Under the
ACIP charter, members should
have expertise in immunization
practices or public health, clini-
cal experience using vaccines or
a background researching them.
The committee is also supposed
to include a member who brings
a consumer perspective to vac-
cine policy.

Kennedy has accused ACIP
members of having conflicts of
interest, pointing to previous
government reports about them
having financial stakes in their
decisions.

Members declare conflicts of
interest stemming from their
past work with vaccine makers at
the start of meetings and recuse
themselves from votes that could
benefit the companies to which
they had financial ties.

In March, the CDC unveiled a
tool to make it easier to see and
search the relationships with
vaccine manufacturers for po-
tential conflicts disclosed by
ACIP members and votes they
recused themselves from as a
result.

Since taking over as the na-
tion’s top health official in Feb-
ruary, Kennedy has pushed back
against establishment vaccine
policy in the United States. He
pushed out the Food and Drug
Administration’s top vaccine
scientist and hired a vaccine
skeptic to evaluate vaccine safe-
ty data. He has raised questions
about how the U.S. tests vac-
cines and unilaterally an-
nounced that federal health offi-
cials would no longer recom-
mend coronavirus vaccines for
healthy children and healthy
pregnant women.

Carolyn Y. Johnson and Caitlin
Gilbert contributed to this report.

STATE DEPARTMENT

Entire Fulbright
board resigns

The entire 12-person board
tasked with overseeing the State
Department’s Fulbright Program
resigned Wednesday, claiming
political interference from the
Trump administration.

In a statement posted on the
board’s Substack, the
congressionally mandated
Fulbright Foreign Scholarship
Board said its members voted
“overwhelmingly” to resign from
the board “rather than endorse
unprecedented actions that we
believe are impermissible under
the law, compromise U.S.
national interests and integrity,
and undermine the mission and
mandates Congress established
for the Fulbright program nearly
80 years ago.”

The board accused the White
House of denying Fulbright
awards to a “substantial” number
of individuals who were selected
for the 2025-2026 academic year
through a rigorous, merit-based
process. The board also alleged
that the administration is putting

DIGEST

1,200 Fulbright recipients
through an “unauthorized review
process” that could lead to the
termination of their programs.

The board’s mandate gives it
final approval over program
awards, which it has retained
without interference from
administrations in both parties,
according to the statement.

Fulbright, which is
administered through the State
Department’s Bureau of
Educational and Cultural Affairs,
was created nearly 80 years ago
by Congress in an effort to
promote American diplomacy
abroad through intellectual
exchanges. Each year, about
8,000 Fulbright grants are
assigned to U.S. and foreign
students, scholars, scientists,
artists and professionals.

— Mariana Alfaro

MICHIGAN

Foreign farm workers
awarded damages

Ajury has awarded more than
$500,000 to five men from
Guatemala who said they were
exploited and underpaid by a

labor contractor that brought
them to Michigan to plant and
harvest fruit and vegetables.

Much of the verdict last week
— $450,000 — was in the form of
punitive damages against
Purpose Point Harvesting
for violating an antitrafficking
law.

The five men testified in U.S.
District Court in Grand Rapids.
They recalled three seasons as
laborers, handling asparagus,
apples, cherries and other crops
in Oceana and Newaygo counties,
from 2017-2019.

They sometimes worked 100
hours a week but never got paid
for more than 60, wore
headlights to pick asparagus
after midnight and slept on
couches, attorney Teresa,
Hendricks said Wednesday.

An attorney for Purpose Point
said other workers contradicted
the claims.

“Ultimately the jury makes a
decision based on the facts
they’re allowed to see. We still
deny the allegations and look
forward to the appeals,” Robert
Alvarez said.

The men entered the United
States under a federal program,

H-2A, that allows farms to use
foreign labor if they can’t find
domestic workers. Purpose Point
serves as a middleman, recruiting
people to fill jobs at Michigan
farms and handling payroll.

The head of the company is a
native of the Malacatin area in
Guatemala, the same home
region as the workers, Hendricks
said.

— Associated Press

Skier dies in Mount McKinley
avalanche: A skier died after
being caught in an avalanche on
North America’s tallest peak,
officials said Wednesday — the
second death of this year’s
climbing season on Alaska’s
Mount McKinley. Nicholas
Vizzini, 29, of Washington state
and his climbing partner, a
snowboarder, triggered the
avalanche high on the 20,310-foot
peak Tuesday while descending a
slope, said Denali National Park
and Preserve. Vizzini’s body was
recovered and transferred to the
state medical examiner’s office.
His partner sustained minor
injuries and was scheduled to
leave the mountain Wednesday.
— Assoctated Press
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Rural Republicans used to back NPR. Then MAGA changed everything.

BY PATRICK MARLEY

WESTBY, WIS. — Fourteen years
before he joined President Donald
Trump’s Cabinet, Sean P. Duffy
rode a tea party wave into Con-
gress. But within months, the con-
servative Republican from north-
ern Wisconsin bucked his party
and voted to preserve funding for
NPR.

The vote by Duffy and half a
dozen other House Republicans
offered a sign that NPR, despite its
liberal reputation, had a reservoir
of bipartisan backing, especially
in rural areas where member sta-
tions are often the most robust
source of local news.

Now, the politics around public
radio and television have changed
dramatically. The swing state’s
most vulnerable congressional
Republican, Rep. Derrick Van Or-
den, is eager to eliminate federal
funding for public media by slash-
ing more than $1billion in aid. His
constituents are split, often along
partisan lines, with Democrats
backing taxpayer funding and Re-
publicans opposed or ambivalent.

Polarized views of public broad-
casting, along with a splintered
and increasingly online media en-
vironment, pose a problem for
NPR, PBS and their audiences,
who will need some Republicans
to break ranks to prevent the cuts
that Trump is demanding as part
of a larger package of budget re-
ductions that the House will con-
sider as soon as Tuesday. In two
dozen interviews in Van Orden’s
district, voters’ views on NPR and
PBS exposed the rifts of a divided
regionin adivided statein a divid-
ed country.

“Most of the people who work
for those — PBS and all that — are
Democrats,” said Sandy Pedersen,
73, a Trump voter from nearby La
Crosse who visited this rural ham-
letlast week for breakfast with her
brother. “It’s too lopsided.”

Les Danielson, a 55-year-old
dairy and crop farmer in Cadott in
northern Wisconsin, said preserv-
ing taxpayer funding is essential
to ensuring that quality program-
ming reaches remote communi-
ties. Danielson, who said he con-
siders himselfleft of center, listens
to public radio in his tractor and
doesn’t consider the coverage lib-
eral.

“We would definitely be poorer
in rural America without the voice
of public radio,” he said.

Others are mystified by the
fightas morelisteners and viewers
turn to streaming platforms for
news, information and entertain-
ment.

“Tknow alot of people now have
smartTVs and theyuse Netflixand
Disney+,” said Ralph Alger, 22, as
he waited for his lunch at the bar
of the Nordic Lanes bowling alley
in Westby. “I haven’t been to any-
one’s house in along time that still
watches TV

For decades, NPR and PBS re-
lied on a well of public support to
combat threats to their funding.
Fred Rogers made the case before
Congress in 1969. In the years that
followed, local stations leaned on
Big Bird and the rest of the “Sesa-
me Street” cast. But “Mr. Rogers’

Neighborhood” has been off the
air for more than two decades, the
nonprofit organization behind
“Sesame Street” recently laid off
employees and cross-partisan
support for public media can be
hard to find.

According to a Pew Research
Center poll conducted in March,
43 percent of Americans support-
ed continuing federal funding for
NPR and PBS, 24 percent backed
ending funding and 33 percent
were unsure. But the survey found
a close correlation between parti-
san leans and views on funding.
Just 19 percent of Republicans
wanted to continue federal fund-
ing, while 69 percent of Demo-
crats did.

Polling from AP-NORC con-
ducted in 2024 found that confi-
dence in public broadcasting’s
coverage of the government had
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eroded over the previous five years
— mirroring trends across all me-
dia — with 46 percent saying they
trust it only a little bit or not at all,
up from 39 percent in 2019.

“People are free to communi-
cate in whichever way they want,
and you can have whatever view-
point you want. But if it is going to
be an outlet that has a viewpoint,
in that case, I don’t think that
taxpayer subsidies should neces-
sarily be funding viewpoints,’ said
David Turk, a self-described con-
servative and the chairman of the
Richland County Board in south-
western Wisconsin.

Dylan Bruce, a farmer who runs
a seed supply business and calls
himself a liberal, disputed claims
that NPR and PBS have a left-lean-
ing bias, saying they provide their
listeners and viewers with content
that differs from cable television.
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“We might not all agree politically
out here, but we do agree on the
need for facts, I think, and public
broadcasting just gives us con-
text,” said Bruce, 32. “We don’t
need shouting matches. We need
community”

In southwestern Wisconsin — a
verdant area where cars give a
wide berth to Amish horse-drawn
buggies along winding highways
— public media listeners and
viewers said they tune in for news,
children’s shows, wildlife docu-
mentaries and a gardening pro-
gram. They take regional pride in
“Wisconsin Foodie,” a television
show hosted by chef Luke Zahm,
the owner of the Driftless Cafe in
Viroqua, a town of 4,500 people.

They called public radio a life-
line in a hilly region where many
other radio signals are staticky
and internet service can be patchy.

Suit accuses

BY MAEGAN VAZQUEZ

A Wisconsin nonprofit organi-
zation focused on fighting for fair
elections has filed a legal com-
plaint alleging that billionaire
Elon Musk illegally bribed voters
by giving out cash prizes this year
in his attempt to help conserva-
tives take control of the swing
state’s Supreme Court.

The complaint, provided to The
Washington Post by lawyers repre-
senting the Wisconsin Democracy
Campaign and two Wisconsin vot-
ers, claims that Musk, his America
PAC and a Musk-linked entity
known as United States of Ameri-
ca Inc. violated the state’s election
law in “a brazen scheme to bribe
Wisconsin citizens to vote.”

The complaint stems from ac-
tions of the Tesla and SpaceX CEO
ahead of the Wisconsin Supreme
Court election this spring, when
he handed out two $1 million
checks to Wisconsin voters and
when his super PAC, America PAC,
paid registered voters $100 each
for signing petitions and provid-
ing their contact information.

State law, the complaint notes,
bars offering or giving “any
amount of money over $1” to in-
duce anyone to go to the polls, vote
orvote for aparticular person. The
complaint, which was filed Tues-
day, also claims the actions violat-
ed the state’s prohibition on unau-
thorized lotteries.

The plaintiffs are asking the
court to declare that the conduct
broke state law and to bar Musk
and the defendants from replicat-

Musk of bribing Wisconsin voters

ing such conduct in future Wis-
consin elections. They are also
asking the court to award damag-
es “tothe extent supported by law.”

Days before an eventin Wiscon-
sin where Musk handed out the
$1million checks, the state’s attor-
ney general, Josh Kaul, sued Musk
and America PAC, arguing that the
billionaire was violating a law that
bars offering voters something of
value in exchange for casting bal-
lots.

After a county judge declined to
immediately hold a hearing and
an appeals court rebuffed his re-
quest, Kaul asked the state’s high
court to issue a temporary re-
straining order barring Musk and
America PAC from further pro-
moting Musk’s visit to Wisconsin
and making payments condi-
tioned on voting. The justices on
the court declined to take the case
and did not explain their ratio-
nale.

When Kaul’s lawsuit was filed,
Musk and his team portrayed the
payments as rewards for signing
petitions and serving as spokes-
people — and not as compensa-
tion for votes. At the time, Musk
was an adviser to President Don-
ald Trump and oversaw the U.S.
DOGE Service, a federal cost-cut-
ting agency.

America PAC declined to com-
ment Wednesday on the new com-
plaint.

Musk initially said that the give-
away event and prize money
would be open only to those who
had voted early “in appreciation
for you taking the time to vote.”

After legal scholars questioned
the plan, Musk deleted an initial
post about the event and then said
it would be open to Wisconsin
registered voters who signed a pe-
tition opposing activist judges.

Jeff Mandell, president and
general counsel for Law Forward
— apublic-interest law firm repre-
senting the plaintiffs in the latest
complaint, said that one of Kaul’s
biggest challenges was the short
timeline of his request.

“We'’re trying to create ... ac-
countability in a more regular
timeline, in a way that gives the
courts the opportunity to look at
this more carefully and in a more
traditional procedure for them,
and we fully expect that the courts
are going to do so,” Mandell said.

The plaintiffs in the latest com-
plaint are “also in a different posi-
tion substantively, because we
know exactly what happened and
how it unfolded, and we’re asking
the court to say this is not accept-
able,” Mandell added.

Musk similarly deployed high-
value giveaways in swing states
during the 2024 election, saying
he would hand out $1 million daily
in a lottery for registered voters
who signed a petition as part ofhis
super PAC’s recruitment drive.
The program also sought to give
$4/7 cash incentives for valid refer-
rals to registered voters in swing
states. Despite legal efforts to stop
Musk’s tactics during the 2024
presidential campaign, a Pennsyl-
vania judge said that prosecutors
failed to show it was an illegal
lottery, and he allowed the give-

aways to continue through Elec-
tion Day.

Tuesday’s complaint aims to
prevent Musk and his groups from
taking similar actions in Wiscon-
sin in future elections. In recent
months, Musk has sent mixed sig-
nals as to whether he plans to stay
involved in U.S. elections. Trump
carried Wisconsin in 2024, but
Musk’s preferred candidate lost
the state Supreme Court race.

In late May, weeks before his
exit from the administration as a
special government employee,
Musk indicated that he planned to
do “a lot less” political spending
going forward after having spent
massively for Trump’s campaign.
But he said that could change ifhe
saw “a reason to do political
spending in the future.”

Musk then left his role oversee-
ing the Department of Govern-
ment Efficiency last month with
the fanfare of a personal send-off
by Trump and the presentation of
a ceremonial key to the Oval Of-
fice. However, in the short time
since his departure, Musk’s rela-
tionship with Trump and many
Republicans in Congress has
soured, with the tech scion sug-
gesting at times that he may seek
political revenge against lawmak-
ers who support the president’s
massive legislative priorities bill.

Last week, for example, Musk
wrote on X that “a new political
party is needed in America to rep-
resent the 80% in the middle!”

Patrick Marley contributed to this
report.
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ABOVE: Dylan Bruce, who
says he’s a liberal, disputed
claims that PBS and NPR
have a left-leaning bias. “We
might not all agree politically
out here, but we do agree on
the need for facts, I think,
and public broadcasting just
gives us context,” he said.
LEFT: Dawn Lewis, right,
talks with a new friend ata
cafe in Westby, Wisconsin. In
rural areas such as parts of
that state, public TV and
radio stations rely on
bipartisan support.

“We're put in the crosshairs of
those types of cuts a little bit be-
cause it’s not going to hurt the
big-city stations, where there’s a
plethora of different stations,”
Bruce said. “It’s going to hurt rural
places like us, where it’s often the
only independent option for folks
to use and stay tapped in and
connected.”

But Bruce’s views, once shared
by some conservative lawmakers,
have not been able to weather the
MAGA revolution within the Re-
publican Party.

Trump signed an executive or-
der last month aimed at eliminat-
ing funding for public media be-
cause of what he labeled biased
coverage, and NPR and PBS sepa-
rately sued to stop what they called
illegal cuts. Last week, Trump in-
creased the pressure by asking
Congress to rescind $1.1 billion in
funding for public media along
with $8.3 billion for foreign aid.

A similar vote put Duffy in a
bind soon after he was elected to
his district in Wisconsin’s rural
north in 2010. Duffy — now
Trump’s transportation secretary
— at the time said he made the
right call even as he acknowledged
“my conservative base will not be
happy with this vote.” The meas-

ure passed the House that year but
died in the Senate, where Demo-
crats held the majority.

A spokesperson for Duffy did
not respond to a request for com-
ment. But Van Orden, who repre-
sents an adjacent district that he
won in 2024 with 51.4 percent of
the vote, expressed enthusiasm
for cutting funding.

“Like the Washington Post,
NPR and PBS have become left-
wing propaganda machines,” Van
Orden said in a statement. “Ameri-
can taxpayers should not be forced
to fund any organization that
hates America.”

With sentiments like that com-
ing from a member of Congress in
a swing district, the risk for public
media is high. Even so, its fate is
not certain. Some Republican sen-
ators have expressed opposition to
some of the foreign aid cuts, and
leaders can afford to lose only a
handful of votes in each chamber.

In public statements, officials
with NPR and PBS have said they
provide coverage that others don’t
at no charge. Their websites have
directed supporters to a page tell-
ing supporters the cuts “would rip
essential services out of communi-
ties and force rural stations off-
air”

Wisconsin Public Radio has one
ofthe oldest stations in the nation,
but it is now preparing for tough
times and avoiding scrutiny. Offi-
cials there told employees this
spring they planned to cut staff,
but their leaders declined to an-
swer questions about personnel in
an interview last month with the
Capital Times of Madison, which
first reported on the staff reduc-
tions. Wisconsin Public Radio’s
and PBS Wisconsin’s leaders de-
clined interview requests for this
story and a spokesperson did not
say what cuts they would make if
Congress withdraws funding.

Wisconsin Public Radio and
PBS Wisconsin are affiliated with
the University of Wisconsin,
where officials are warily watch-
ing Trump’s attacks on Harvard,
Columbia and other universities.
They received $5.75 million in fed-
eral funding this fiscal year, ac-
counting for about 10 percent of
their budget. Much larger shares
come from state taxpayers, foun-
dations, sponsors and individual
donors.

Across the country, local sta-
tions rely on federal funding to
varying degrees, and some would
be at risk of severe cutbacks or
closure.

Andy Moore joined public tele-
vision in Wisconsin soon after he
finished college, and he stayed
there until he retired in 2021 be-
cause the work gave him the op-
portunity to produce long-form
stories that aren’t possible on
commercial television. He’s sweat-
ed through past efforts to cut
funding, but said that in his 31
years at the network, he never saw
a situation as grave as the one
public broadcasting faces today.

“Does it feel more real this
time?” he said. “The unavoidable
answer is yes.”

Emily Guskin contributed to this
report.
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Some question cosl,

FBI FROM Al

Other parts of the FBI’s Quanti-
co facilities — including the bu-
reau’s Laboratory Division —
would remain at the sprawling
campus in Northern Virginia un-
der Bongino’s proposed pilot
plan, the people familiar with the
discussions said.

An FBI spokesperson said the
bureau is exploring relocation
proposals that would optimize its
facilities and be cost-effective, but
did not offer further details. Vir-
ginia Democrats denounced the
proposal, with lawmakers fearing
that the FBI shrinking its pres-
ence in the Washington suburb
would be a blow to the local econ-
omy.

“Iam concerned that thisisjust
the start of a targeted effort to
economically hurt Northern Vir-
ginia,” said Del. Candi Mundon
King (D-Prince William), who
represents the areain the Virginia
House of Delegates. “These are
jobs we are losing, which impacts
our local economy.”

Virginia Gov. Glenn Youngkin
(R), who has cultivated a close
relationship with President Don-
ald Trump and defended his ef-
forts to slash the federal work-
force, also questioned the propos-
al.

“Quantico remains the best

place to train America’s FBI,”
Youngkin told The Washington
Post in a statement after the ini-
tial online publication of this arti-
cle. “I am speaking with leader-
ship at the FBI and DOJ to make
sure Quantico remains the cen-
terpiece of FBI training now and
in the future.”

The senior FBI official said
Bongino believes relocating the
academy to Huntsville would
make better use of new facilities
that are underutilized. Bureau
leaders appointed by the Trump
administration see an opportu-
nity for more advanced training
for law enforcement officers, par-
ticularly in combating cyber in-
trusions and digital fraud and
theft, this official said.

Some career FBI personnel
have questioned the cost and effi-
ciency of the proposed move, sev-
eral people familiar with the mat-
ter said. The FBI’s training facili-
ties at Quantico were recently
upgraded, and the people familiar
with the discussions said critics
do not think Huntsville would
have comparable facilities with-
out there being significant new
funding.

The bureau has been undergo-
ing major personnel and other
changes since Trump took office
and selected his longtime ally,
Kash Patel, to lead the bureau.

i
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Dan Bongino, pictured in 2020, is the FBI’s deputy director. He’s
looking to relocate the National Academy to Huntsville, Alabama.

The administration later chose
Bongino — an outspoken podcast
host who spent 12 years at the
Secret Service, including on presi-
dential detail — as deputy direc-
tor. That job historically had been
held by a career FBI veteran.

Both Patel and Bongino had
previously used their conserva-
tive online platforms to deride the
FBI as corrupt and touted con-
spiracy theories as they charac-
terized the bureau as in need of a
major overhaul.

They and other Trump admin-
istration officials have pushed out
many senior FBI leaders and, fol-
lowing the president’s agenda,
shifted resources and personnel
to immigration enforcement.

FBI Assistant Director of the
Training Division Brian Dugan
was pushed to retire in recent
weeks, though it was not clear
why he left the bureau, said the
people familiar with the internal
discussions. Dugan, who spent
almost 30 years with the FBI, was

named to the top training division
job in February.

Patel has said he would move
up to 1,500 staff and agents out of
the FBI’'s downtown Washington
headquarters to satellite offices
across the country. Five hundred
of those employees would go to
Redstone Arsenal, the bureau’s
large satellite headquarters in
Huntsville.

The FBI has had a presence in
Huntsville for more than 50 years.
Christopher A. Wray, who was
appointed director of the FBI dur-
ing Trump’s first term and served
throughout President Joe Biden’s
term, transferred and relocated
divisions of the bureau there for
two purposes.

One was to create a cyber and
technological innovation hub in
Alabama by bringing more data
analytics and cyberthreat pro-
grams there. The other was to give
more space to bureau divisions
that had outgrown the aging
Hoover Building headquarters in
Washington, which the bureau
had long talked about replacing.

Wray said it was also important
for the FBI to have a strong base of
operations in Huntsville in case of
a terrorist attack or disruption in
the nation’s capital region.

Sen. Mark R. Warner (D-Virgin-
ia), vice chairman of the Senate
Intelligence Committee, said Con-

efficiency ol moving training to Ala.

gress should scrutinize any plans
to relocate the National Academy
from Quantico, which is about 36
miles outside of Washington.

“This move raises serious ques-
tions, starting with why such a
relocation is even necessary, and
at what cost?” Warner said in a
statement. “Quantico is co-locat-
ed with other critical FBI and
national security assets and be-
fore we spend taxpayer dollars on
a disruptive and potentially un-
necessary move, the Bureau owes
Congress and the American peo-
ple a clear justification for this
plan”

Deshundra Jefferson, who
chairs the Prince William Board
of County Supervisors, also ques-
tioned the necessity of the move.

“Since 1972, Quantico has been
the world’s preeminent training
facility for federal law enforce-
ment, along with the FBI’s part-
ners at the local, state, and inter-
national levels,” Jefferson said.
“To move the National Academy
away from its longtime home —
which was upgraded recently at
taxpayer expense — would be
both costly and detrimental to
our ability keep Americans safe.”

Schneider reported from Richmond.
Teo Armus and Aaron Schaffer in
Washington and Laura Vozzella in
Richmond contributed to this report.

What it takes to get a 'Trump pardon: Loyalty, connections or the pardon czar

PARDONS FROM A1

of Trump’s inner circle.

Although ethics experts said
the shift undermines a process
designed to ensure fairness, ad-
ministration officials argue that
the existing, backlogged system
fails incarcerated people, who
sometimes wait years to be con-
sidered.

“’m not interested in who’s
connected to the president or
who’s connected to anyone else,”
said Alice Johnson, Trump’s par-
don czar. “I look at each individu-
al case and what they’ve done and
if this person is ready to reenter
society, and if they’ve paid their
debt”

Advocates and attorneys have
gone to great lengths to get their
cases before the White House. In
interviews, they described a four-
pronged approach to getting the
president’s attention: appealing
directly to Trump on TV shows he
watches or at places he is known
to go, making large monetary
contributions to business and
groups affiliated with him, forg-
ing relationships with the Justice
Department’s pardon office and
engaging the czar herself.

“You can’t blame people for
trying to go through the back
door if the front door is locked,”
said Amy Povah, a former inmate
and founder of a clemency advo-
cacy group that advocated for a
woman pardoned last month.

At the center of it all is John-
son, a widely respected criminal
justice advocate whose convic-
tion for federal drug and money
laundering charges was wiped
away by Trump during his first
term. As pardon czar, Johnson
said in an interview, she consults
Justice Department attorneys to
sift through court and prison
records but relies mostly on her
lived experience and the instincts
of the president.

“I advocated for this process to
be more effective and quicker and
not get hung up in the DOJ,” said
Johnson, whose own case cap-
tured Trump’s attention with the
help of reality TV star Kim Kar-
dashian. “The president wanted
it to be in the White House.”

Trump’s hiring of Johnson to
oversee clemency actions in-
creased the White House’s influ-
ence over how cases are evaluated
— power that administration offi-
cials have said is needed to expe-
dite consideration. More than
8,000 clemency applications are
awaiting vetting by the Justice
Department, according to the lat-
est department figures. Most ap-
plicants are currently incarcerat-
ed and are seeking commutations
to cut their sentences short.

Some of Trump’s recipients fit a
profile similar to grant recipients
in previous administrations. Oth-
ers, critics say, stood out for their
demonstrations of loyalty to and
financial investment in the presi-
dent. On his first day in office, he
pardoned nearly all of the roughly
1,600 people charged with crimes

DEMETRIUS FREEMAN/THE WASHINGTON POST

President Donald Trump speaks last month in the Oval Office. Since taking office, Trump has upended the federal pardoning process.

at the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021
— a move that absolved rioters of
any legal ramifications for their
involvement in one of the most
divisive events in American his-
tory. Since then, he has granted
clemency to dozens of other
Americans.

Trump last month pardoned
Paul Walczak, a Florida business-
man who pleaded guilty to tax
crimes, after Walczak’s mother
attended a million-dollar dinner
in support of the president, the
New York Times reported. Trevor
Milton, the Nikola founder con-
victed of securities fraud and wire
fraud, was pardoned after he do-
nated more than $1 million to
Trump’s campaign. His longtime
attorney in the case is the brother
of Attorney General Pam Bondi,
though a person familiar with the
matter — speaking on the condi-
tion of anonymity to discuss in-
formation not made public — said
Brad Bondi was not involved in
the pardon application.

Trump also pardoned Julie
Chrisley and Todd Chrisley, reali-
ty stars who were only a fraction
through their prison sentences
for tax evasion and defrauding
banks. Johnson said she intro-
duced the Chrisleys’ case to the
president after the daughter, Sa-
vannah Chrisley, who spoke at the
Republican National Convention
in support of Trump, approached
her and convinced her of its mer-
its. She declined to say where the
two met.

“He is delegitimizing courts,
jury verdicts — even prosecutions

BILL INGRAM/USA TODAY NETWORK/IMAGN IMAGES

Trump pardoned Paul Walczak, right, who pleaded guilty to tax
crimes, after Walczak’s mother attended a million-dollar dinner.

by his own Department of Jus-
tice,” said Liz Oyer, a former Jus-
tice Department pardon attorney
whom the Trump administration
fired in March.

The White House does not ad-
here to the Justice Department’s
manual for clemency actions,
said an administration official
who spoke on the condition of
anonymity to discuss internal
processes.

Clemency petitions recom-
mended for presidential approval
have typically wound their way
through multiple rounds of re-
views by federal prosecutors and
met recommendations laid out in
the Justice Department’s clemen-

cy manual. Under the guidelines,
applicants must show remorse
and meet high standards of pro-
ductivity for extended periods af-
ter they complete their sentences.
The process has taken on add-
ed importance since America’s
prison population swelled in the
1990s under harsh sentencing
laws. Those laws were later over-
hauled but did not typically pro-
vide relief to those already incar-
cerated. Trump, who was found
guilty last year on 34 felony
counts of falsifying business rec-
ords in a process he decried as
slanted, has made criminal jus-
tice revision a focus in office.
Johnson said the flaws in a

system she experienced firsthand
shaped the changes she is imple-
menting as czar. In her first few
months on the job, for example,
she paid closer attention to the
views of prison staff than pros-
ecutors offices that last engaged
with the person decades earlier.
She stressed that she collaborates
with the Justice Department and
that White House Chief of Staff
Susie Wiles and White House
Counsel David Warrington re-
view every case before it reaches
the president.

Rachel Barkow, a professor at
the NYU School of Law and an
expert on clemency power, com-
mended Johnson for taking fewer
cues from prosecutors but ques-
tioned, “If you now have to go
through the White House and
Alice, is there truly equal access
for everyone?”

Before assuming her new job,
Johnson joined Kanye West and
others in fighting for clemency
for Larry Hoover, once an infa-
mous gang leader in the Midwest.

Hoover’s attorneys, Justin
Moore and Josh Dubin, credit her
with his commutation last
month.

“She sees herself in Larry,” Du-
bin said. “And she sees Larry in
herself”

Scott Jenkins, a former Vir-
ginia sheriff convicted of federal
bribery and fraud charges at the
end of the Biden administration,
found a champion in Trump ap-
pointee Ed Martin, according to
two people familiar with the deci-
sion who spoke on the condition

of anonymity to share private
discussions. Martin, whose nomi-
nation by Trump to serve as the
top federal prosecutor in D.C.
stalled in the Senate, was sworn
in last month as the Justice De-
partment’s pardon attorney. Mar-
tin was also named the head of
Justice Department’s new “weap-
onization” group — dual roles
that could give him the power to
review past prosecutions he per-
ceives as politically motivated
and then push to grant those
defendants clemency.

Presidents typically reserve
controversial pardons for the end
of their terms. Republicans and
Democrats criticized former pres-
ident Joe Biden for granting
broad pardons to his son, Hunter
Biden, and other relatives, as he
left office, fearing that those un-
usual and personal clemency ac-
tions could be used as justifica-
tion by future presidents to abuse
the pardon powers.

In January, John Yoo, a law
professor at the University of Cal-
ifornia at Berkeley who served as
deputy assistant attorney general
in the George W. Bush adminis-
tration, wrote an op-ed in News-
week praising Trump for allowing
criminal processes to play out
before granting pardons — unlike
Biden, who issued a series of
preemptive clemency actions.
The piece was titled “Sorry,
Biden’s Pardons Are Much Worse
Than Trump’s.”

After last month’s pardons, Yoo
changed his mind.

“It’s like a celebrity pardon-a-
thon,” he said. “It’s all these peo-
ple with well-known cases, but it’s
not because great matters of state
are involved.”

That week in May, Johnson
walked into the Oval Office with
case files for people she hoped
would get a second chance.

On her list: A woman who
helped her husband run a drug
trafficking organization; a man
who led efforts to impeach Biden
while in prison for fraud; and
Hoover, the former gangster who
built one of the most sprawling
criminal enterprises in the Mid-
west.

Johnson said she had chosen
some candidates after conversa-
tions with their attorneys, includ-
ing one who joined her in Mem-
phis for lunch. (Johnson said she
does not tend to invite attorneys
to her home but made an excep-
tion during a particularly busy
time in her schedule.) Others ad-
vocated directly to the president
— in a dining room at his Mar-a-
Lago estate, on the stage of the
Republican National Convention
and on Fox News.

During her meeting with
Trump, Johnson said, he ap-
proved of some of her nomina-
tions and rejected others. She
said the president was invested in
each case.

The next day, he pardoned 17 of
the people she had presented and
commuted the sentences of eight
others.
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A firework thrown by a protester explodes near a police officer this week near the Metropolitan Detention Center in Los Angeles.

Police face *balancing act’ in protests

Despite troops’ presence,
most clashes are with
local law enforcement

BY MARK BERMAN,
REIS THEBAULT,
MoLLy HENNESSY-FISKE AND
ERIN PATRICK O’CONNOR

President Donald Trump has
boasted that the National Guard
troops he dispatched to Los Ange-
les amid immigration protests
are the only thing keeping peace
in the city.

“If we didn’t send in the Na-
tional Guard quickly, right now
Los Angeles would be burning to
the ground,” Trump said Tuesday
in remarks at the White House.

But when protesters took to the
streets in recent days, they re-
peatedly encountered the much
more familiar — albeit sometimes
unwelcome — sight of Los Ange-
les police officers, local sheriff’s
deputies and state highway patrol
officers. These law enforcement
authorities, rather than federal
forces, have largely been the ones
facing off with demonstrators
who have gathered each day to
protest recent immigration raids
in the area.

Precisely how authorities are
responding to the protests —
which have at times been marked
by clashes between police and
demonstrators — has become a
fraught fault line between the
federal government and state and
local officials.

The Trump administration has
portrayed the country’s second-
biggest city as besieged and its
leaders unable to properly re-
spond, and ordered National
Guard troops and 700 Marines to
the area. Local and state authori-
ties have countered by saying Los
Angeles is well-equipped to han-
dle the situation.

“The Los Angeles Police De-
partment, alongside our mutual
aid partners, have decades of ex-
perience managing large-scale
public demonstrations, and we
remain confident in our ability to
do so professionally and effective-
ly? Jim McDonnell, the LAPD
chief, said in a statement about
the Marine deployment.

Protests began last week after
the Trump administration car-
ried out a series of raids in the Los
Angeles area, which is home to a
large immigrant population, in-
cluding many people who are
undocumented. After some dem-
onstrations were marked with
skirmishes between authorities
and protesters, Trump said he
would send in the National
Guard.

His announcement fueled out-
rage in Los Angeles and else-
where, and protests continued
daily. Law enforcement officials
responding to the demonstra-
tions faced criticism for some of
their uses of force, including hit-
ting multiple journalists and oth-
ers with rubber bullets and tear
gas.

Police said some people in the
crowds have hurled items at offi-
cers or turned violent. At times,
demonstrators have faced off
with federal troops, including
some lined up outside the federal
building in downtown Los Ange-
les that has become a hub of
protest activity.

Authorities and prominent fig-
ures have pushed back on the
Trump administration’s portrayal

A demonstrator this week in Los Angeles. The LAPD said it has arrested more than 100 people.

of a city consumed by unrest. The
sometimes chaotic demonstra-
tions have been isolated to rela-
tively small sections of Los Ange-
les and its suburbs. Protests have
not reached the size or scale of
those that spread across the coun-
try in 2020 after George Floyd’s
killing, nor have they equaled the
size of a demonstration in Los
Angeles this year against Trump’s
policies.

Los Angeles Mayor Karen Bass
(D) said in a statement Monday
that “the LAPD and local law
enforcement continue to effec-
tively respond” to the situation.
As protests continued, Bass on
Tuesday instituted an evening
curfew for downtown Los Ange-
les beginning at 8 p.m. and said
violators would be arrested and
prosecuted.

Rick Caruso, the real estate
magnate who ran against Bass for
mayor, posted to social media
Sunday that there was “no emer-
gency, widespread threat, or out
of control violence in Los Ange-
les.” And, he said, “local law en-
forcement is capable of handling
the situation and should arrest
anyone causing violence in the
streets.”

Tensions have bubbled over at
several points. On Saturday, pro-
testers faced sheriff’s deputies in
two cities outside Los Angeles —
Paramount and Compton — and
some shot off fireworks or threw
rocks and bottles at officers.

Several times as the night wore
on, deputies fired tear gas into the
throng, sending protesters
scrambling and coughing.

“It’s like the police are having
fun shooting at people,” said Bry-
an Nieves, 29, a protester from
nearby Bell Gardens. “Pepper
balls, flash bangs, this is amusing
to them.”

The next day, demonstrators
blocked part of the 101 Freeway,
threw rocks at police cruisers and
set vehicles on fire. Authorities
lobbed tear gas at protesters near
the Edward R. Roybal Federal
Building, which houses an immi-
gration detention center.

“As soon as we got to the feder-
al building, it was instantaneous:
They threw tear gas,” said Crystal,
31, a demonstrator who spoke on
the condition that only her first
name be used. “They’re not able
to have conversations with peo-
ple.... They can take that moment
to de-escalate.”

Trump’s order called the Na-

tional Guard in to “temporarily
protect” immigration officers,
federal personnel and federal
property. He notably did not in-
voke the Insurrection Act, which
would let him deploy the military
for domestic law enforcement ac-
tions, something they are gener-
ally prohibited from doing.

During demonstrations Mon-
day, California National Guard
troops were lined up in front of
the federal building, alongside
Customs and Border Protection
agents. They remained on the
federal property, hanging back
while police officers formed a line
and pushed demonstrators away
using batons and rubber bullets.
It was not immediately clear why
the crowd was pushed back.

By Tuesday, troops were out-
side, blocking an entrance to the
federal building.

Alpert Sutton, who was dem-
onstrating nearby, said he had
been injured by police during the
protests and had seen many oth-
ers hurt as well.

“I’ve seen a lot of people hit. I
saw someone hiding behind a
trash can and an officer shot him”
with a projectile, said Sutton, 38.
“Wasn’t doing nothing. He was
there to take pictures.”

The LAPD said Tuesday it had
arrested more than 100 people
since Saturday for failing to dis-
perse, and also arrested others for
looting, assault with a deadly
weapon on a police officer and
attempted murder with a molo-
tov cocktail. Nine other people
face federal charges in connec-
tion with the Los Angeles pro-
tests.

The LAPD said it has used “less
lethal munitions” in response to
some demonstrators, adding that
they “may cause pain and discom-
fort.” The term refers to weapons
law enforcement officials use in
crowd control that are not meant
to be deadly, including rubber
bullets and tear gas.

“The department is aware of,
and investigating, less lethal de-
ployment use during the pro-
tests,” an LAPD spokesman wrote
in an email Tuesday.

McDonnell, the police chief,
has defended his department’s
ability to respond to large-scale
demonstrations. He has also
pushed back on some of the
Trump administration’s rhetoric,
including after Todd Lyons, act-
ing director of U.S. Immigration
and Customs Enforcement, said it

took the LAPD more than two
hours to respond to calls for help
Friday. The department said offi-
cers were dispersing “the hostile
and riotous crowd” within 55
minutes of being called.

After news broke Monday that
the Trump  administration
planned to deploy Marines to the
city, McDonnell said in a state-
ment that without clear coordina-
tion between various agencies,
the move “presents a significant
logistical and operational chal-
lenge for those of us charged with
safeguarding this city.”

Experts said police in Los An-
geles were in a difficult spot as
they navigated the protests and
Trump administration rhetoric.

“The police on the ground are
in the hot seat, in a very compli-
cated, difficult situation,” said
Darrel Stephens, the former
Charlotte police chief. “Anything
they do is going to have lots of
questions, particularly in terms
of whether to deploy gas or use
force. ... Lots of people are going
to second-guess that.”

Los Angeles, in particular, has
a long history of responding to
protests — although not always
handling them well. The depart-
ment was sharply criticized for its
response to unrest after officers
involved in beating Rodney King
were acquitted in 1992. And after
the George Floyd protests in
2020, an examination found that
the department’s response was
marred by poor training and lack
of direction.

“The LAPD has a lot of experi-
ence in this area, probably more
so than any department,” said
Chuck Wexler, executive director
of the Police Executive Research
Forum, a Washington-based
group that works with police de-
partments. “This is ultimately a
balancing act. They’re trying to
defuse a very tense situation.”

Wexler said there can be cases
where federal assistance is need-
ed, but that fundamentally, local
policing leaders have the clearest
sense of what they need.

“Decisions about how to best
handle [protests] should be made
by the local police chief, who
knows the community,” Wexler
said. “Policing by and large is a
local issue. And you would want
to defer to them.”

Thebault, Hennessy-Fiske and
0’Connor reported from Los Angeles.
Berman reported from Washington.

ICE offices get quotas in
crackdown on employers

IMMIGRATION FROM A1l

warrants, according to immigra-
tion advocates and lawyers. Of-
ten, undocumented workers nev-
er return to work after ICE agents
serve an employer an inspection
notice.

The directives have resulted in
an explosion of immigration en-
forcement across industries and
regions, according to four immi-
gration lawyers.

This month, ICE officials have
detained hundreds of workers,
including at a meat-processing
plant in Omaha, gas stations in
Phoenix, construction sites in Tal-
lahassee and Texas’s Rio Grande
Valley, and a pallet manufacturer
in Pennsylvania.

ICE has ramped up arrests
broadly in an effort to follow
through on a directive from
White House Deputy Chief of
Staff Stephen Miller to make a
minimum of 3,000 arrests a day.
Those heightened efforts were on
display last week in Los Angeles
when ICE agents descended on a
women’s clothing manufacturer
with a search warrant and also
arrested day laborers at a Home
Depot parking lot. The raids
sparked protests that led Presi-
dent Donald Trump to deploy the
National Guard and U.S. Marines.

Chris Thomas, a partner at
Holland & Hart, a law firm that
represents employers across the
United States, said he is “seeing
audits at the usual suspects: hos-
pitality, construction and food
processing. And with the same
frequency in red states as blue
states.”

“Employers all over are panick-
ing,” said Amy Peck, a lawyer at
the firm Jackson Lewis in Oma-
ha, following Tuesday’s raid on
the Nebraska meat-packer.
“Workers are not showing up for
work.”

The acceleration of the em-
ployer crackdown follows a re-
cent declaration from Trump’s
border czar Tom Homan that
there would be “more worksite
enforcement than you’ve ever
seen in the history of this nation.”
Some workplace raids in recent
weeks have been assisted by the
FBI; Drug Enforcement Adminis-
tration; Bureau of Alcohol, Tobac-
co, Firearms and Explosives; U.S.
Marshals Service; and Internal
Revenue Service, as well as local
law enforcement, according to
recent ICE communications.

Abigail Jackson, a spokesper-
son for the White House, re-
sponded to questions about the
quotas and increased worksite
enforcement, saying: “If you are
present in the United States ille-
gally, you will be deported. This is
the promise President Trump
made to the American people and
the Administration is committed
to keeping it.”

A DHS spokesperson said that
“worksite immigration enforce-
ment protects workers from ex-
ploitation and trafficking.”

“These operations protect not
only American workers but also
illegal aliens,” the spokesperson
added. “President Trump will not
allow criminals to abuse and
exploit workers for profit.”

The former DHS official, who
spoke on the condition of ano-
nymity to describe private con-
versations about the quotas, said
that agents were being “pushed
for this weeks ago” but that the
pressure to investigate workplac-
es has increased recently. Quotas
may vary by region, the official
added.

As part of this effort, DHS has
also recently reassigned more law
enforcement agents from human
trafficking and other transna-
tional crime investigations to tar-
get U.S. employers, according to
the former DHS official and two
of the immigration attorneys.

“They’re being pushed to basi-
cally work civil immigration and
not do any criminal work,” the
former DHS official said.

The I-9 audits are used to
collect evidence that can later be
used to obtain warrants for work-
place raids, such as those that
roiled communities in the South
and Midwest during the first

Trump administration.

This year, ICE agents have
sometimes been arresting work-
ers while delivering employers
with inspection notices. In early
May, ICE agents arrested 200
workers while serving inspection
notices to 187 businesses in D.C.
during a four-day sweep.

The crackdown on undocu-
mented workers and employers
arrives as the White House has
applied enormous pressure on
ICE to ramp up its deportation
statistics. The administration
previously set a goal of 1 million
deportations in 2025, though it
appears unlikely that it will meet
this target.

It’s unclear how many worksite
arrests ICE has made so far. But
during the first 100 days of the
Trump administration, agents ar-
rested about 1,270 undocument-
ed immigrants on worksites and
proposed nearly $1 million in
fines on businesses that employ
them, according to its website.

Those numbers appear to be
rising quickly as ICE agents de-
scend on employers in nearly
every sector.

“Notices of inspection are in-
creasing exponentially,” Dawn
Lurie, a lawyer at the firm Sey-
farth Shaw, which represents ma-
jor employers. Earlier this year,
DHS targeted small businesses —
including mom-and-pop restau-
rants — but more recently, audits
have branched out “in both scope
and strategy,” targeting company
headquarters, including in the
retail, finance, real estate and
tech industries, Lurie said.

The construction industry has
also faced enforcement activity,
stoking widespread fear among
laborers about showing up to
work, notably after more than
100 undocumented immigrants
were arrested while working on
Tallahassee construction sites
last month.

The I-9 audits are
used to collect evidence
that can later be used
to obtain warrants
Jfor workplace raids,
such as those that
roiled communities
in the South and
Midwest during the
first Trump
administration.

Brian Turmail, spokesman for
Associated General Contractors
of America, said there is “huge
anxiety” about how to support
and maintain the current work-
force. The organization has been
coaching its 27,000 members
about what to do if ICE shows up
to a site or starts inquiring about
paperwork. The group is also
exploring ways to help people
who have lawful status secure
citizenship or other protections
since “lawful status today might
not be lawful status tomorrow.”

Since January, agriculture had
been one of the few sectors that
has weathered less enforcement
action, comparatively, the immi-
gration lawyers said. More than
40 percent of laborers employed
by agriculture are undocument-
ed, according to 2022 estimates
by the Agriculture Department.

The director of policy at the
California Farm Bureau, Bryan
Little, who is regularly in touch
with farmers throughout the
state, said he had not heard of a
single enforcement action target-
ing the state’s farmers since
Trump retook the White House.
But on Tuesday, word spread of
raids on some farms in Southern
California.

Natalie Allison contributed to this
report.
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Law enforcement officers stand on duty as a protester tosses a
football with another protester Tuesday in Los Angeles.
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Across most of Los Angeles, life continues uninterrupted

BY REIS THEBAULT

LOS ANGELES — From the Grif-
fith Observatory, a landmark
perched on a hilltop 1,000 feet
above sea level, Joe and Jolene
McGuire had a prime view of this
vast city, and they couldn’t see
what their friends and family
back home in Nebraska were so
worried about.

For days — as social media
feeds and cable news replayed
images of burning cars and
smashed windows, as President
Donald Trump claimed a violent
insurrection was underway —
the couple fretted about whether
they should cancel their anniver-
sary trip out West.

Yet the Los Angeles they saw
after arriving Tuesday morning
was serene: sunny skies, peaceful
streets, no hint of civil unrest or
the federal government’s aggres-
sive, militarized response.

“If you’re not here, you think
L.A’s burning to the ground,” Joe
McGuire said. “But you come out
here, you look around and you
just say, ‘My God, this is where I
want to be.”

Despite Trump’s assertions
that Los Angeles was beset by
widespread lawlessness, a chaos
he insisted could be quelled only
by thousands of National Guard
troops and Marines, the protests
that have unfolded here since
Friday in response to immigra-
tion raids have been mostly con-
fined to a few downtown blocks.

They have featured sporadic
violent clashes, which intensified
as the sun set and organized
rallies dispersed, prompting the
mayor to impose a curfew for
downtown Tuesday night. Over-
all, though, the crowds have not
been especially large, and life in
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Most of Los Angeles, including the Mid-Wilshire neighborhood, has been free of protests this week.

much of this sprawling metropo-
lis has continued uninterrupted.
On the tree-lined streets of the
city’s westside, joggers passed
beneath blooming purple jaca-
randas. In northeast neighbor-
hoods, street vendors sold fresh
fruit and tacos. Kids, celebrating
the start of summer break,
played in parks. Retirees read
newspapers outside a cafe.
Riding in open-top tour buses,
visitors craned their necks to get
a good look at the homes of
celebrities. Revelers packed the
city’s Pride parade and the Holly-
wood Bowl’s opening weekend.
An around-the-clock, every-
where-all-at-once emergency this

is not.

“This is a manufactured crisis
with a manufactured narrative
that completely misunderstands
Los Angeles,” said Fernando
Guerra, director of Loyola Mary-
mount University’s Center for the
Study of Los Angeles. “It is as
though there’s a fire in one house
and someone is claiming that the
entire town is burning down.”

That doesn’t mean Angelenos
aren’t aware of what’s happen-
ing. On the contrary, many stri-
dently oppose the Immigration
and Customs Enforcement crack-
down, fearing for themselves,
their families or their neighbors.

But Los Angeles is huge, and

even as a feeling of foreboding
lingers, the protests triggered by
the ICE raids have hardly imped-
ed daily routines. The city is
roughly 500 square miles and
could hold more than 20 Manhat-
tans within its bounds. L.A.
County is even larger and, with
nearly 10 million residents,
would be the country’s 11th most
populous state.

In portraying the pandemoni-
um as total, Trump and his allies
are furthering several political
goals, Guerra said. The president
is showcasing his anti-immigra-
tion policies, communicating his
willingness to upend long-stand-
ing norms and bolstering his

persistent argument that Demo-
cratic-led cities are out of control.

“If you ever wanted a playbook
on how to dominate the national
narrative, this is it,” Guerra said.
“He’s met all his objectives.”

For a reality check, he added,
compare the events of recent
days with past moments of up-
heaval. The 2020 protests follow-
ing the murder of George Floyd
by Minneapolis police drew far
larger crowds here, and the 1992
riots after the beating of Rodney
King left an extensive trail of
damage across the L.A. area.

And the latest demonstrations
weren’t even the biggest of the
year locally, nor were they the
first to shut down parts of the 101
freeway. Officials maintain that a
typical police response — which
might include mutual aid from
the state, county or neighboring
cities — would have been suffi-
cient.

“We've all been, in Los Ange-
les, a part of a grand experiment
to see what happens when the
federal government decides they
want to roll up on a state, roll up
on a city and take over,” Los
Angeles Mayor Karen Bass (D)
told reporters recently.

In the same news conference,
she took pains to underscore that
the most significant confronta-
tions between protesters and po-
lice were isolated to a relatively
small area. “Unfortunately the
visuals make it seem as though
our entire city is in flames, and
that is not the case at all,” Bass
said. “And I think it’s important
to say that.”

At the Griffith Observatory,
those visuals didn’t fool Lynn
Counts, who had just arrived
from Illinois a couple hours be-
fore. She and her family saw the

headlines but decided to make
the trip anyway. Her impression
after driving the distance from
Los Angeles International Air-
port? An overreaction.

“We’re from Chicago,” she said.
“So we’ve seen plenty of stuff like
that.”

Peter Pastore of Toronto has
been in Los Angeles for nearly a
week, sightseeing while his son
competed in a Tetris tournament.
Best he can tell, Trump is just
back to picking a fight with
California, a favorite punching
bag. His family hasn’t noticed
anything amiss.

“It’s really no big deal,” Pastore
said.

The only thing that has made
him nervous during the trip: his
lifelong earthquake phobia.

In the neighborhood of Silver
Lake, Tera Uhlinger and her
12-year-old schnauzer, Mason,
were lounging in the grass next
to the area’s reservoir. Like other
residents, she has been fielding
concerned messages from out-of-
town friends and family.

“I think people who don’t live
in L.A. think that it’s kind of like
any other city,” she said.

Instead, it’s diffuse, spread
out, a multiplicity of diverse
places and people. Uhlinger — a
writer, actor and Reiki practitio-
ner — has been feeling the disso-
nance lately. She has been dis-
mayed by the immigration raids,
but the protests have felt a world
apart.

Her focus has been on Mason,
who is recuperating from a back
injury.

“We’re a few miles from the
protest right now,” Uhlinger said.
“But I'm a million miles away,
sitting in the park, giving my dog
attention.”

Compeling
datherings
reflect a

split nation

DIVIDED U.S. FROM Al

Trump has long made clear his
desire for a dramatic military pa-
rade to showcase America’s mili-
tary might, a display that has tra-
ditionally been more common in
other countries. June 14 is Flag
Day as well as the 250th anniver-
sary of the U.S. Army’s founding,
and the White House says the fact
that it is also Trump’s 79th birth-
day is a coincidence.

Sean Spicer, an officer in the
Navy reserve who served as White
House spokesman in Trump’s first
term, noted that the president
seized on the idea of a military
parade years ago, after seeing one
as part of France’s observation of
Bastille Day. The juxtaposition
with Trump’s birthday is plainly
happenstance, he said.

“This idea of ‘kings’ and his
birthday — that is manufactured.
He has not brought this up,”
Spicersaid. “The only people men-
tioning his birthday are people in
the media and the left. It’s sad
when the president of the United
States, the commander in chief, is
trying to recognize the sacrifice of
so many, and haters want to tear it
down.”

As the confrontation in Los An-
geles drags on, shaping up as a
pivotal moment in Trump’s sec-
ond presidency, it is becoming
increasingly conflated with Satur-
day’s events. Trump sent the Na-
tional Guard and Marines to Los
Angeles to confront protests
against his immigration policies,
and on Tuesday he suggested a
similar dynamic could play out on
Saturday.

“For those people that want to
protest, they’re going to be met
with very big force,” Trump told
reporters in the Oval Office, mak-
ingno distinction between violent
and peaceful demonstrators. “And
I haven’t even heard about a pro-
test, but you know, this is people
that hate our country. But they
will be met with very heavy force.”

In an address denouncing
Trump’s intervention in his state,
California Gov. Gavin Newsom
(D) cited the parade as part of the
president’s lurch toward authori-
tarianism. “We all know that this
Saturday he’s ordering our Ameri-
can heroes, the United States mili-
tary, and forcing them to put on a
vulgar display to celebrate his
birthday, just as other failed dicta-
tors have done in the past,” News-
om said Tuesday.

Mike Madrid, a longtime Re-
publican consultant who is criti-
cal of Trump, said the president’s
goal is the same in the L.A. con-
frontation and the D.C. parade: to
warn opponents he is willing to
use the military in unorthodox
ways. “The reason he is doing the
military parade is not for flexing,
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Attendees listen during the Unite for Veterans rally on the National Mall on Friday, a protest of proposed cuts to VA and the overhaul of the federal workforce.

it is to show he is willing to break
norms with the military,” Madrid
said, adding that the clash in Cali-
fornia “fits into that narrative.”

Organizers say their plans for a
Saturday No Kings protest in Los
Angeles are moving forward and
that the recent immigration-
focused protests only confirm the
need for it. They add that they are
stressing nonviolence in all their
planning.

But the parade was a volatile
subject long before the Los Ange-
les protests, with Trump’s adver-
saries seizing on it as the epitome
of his crude self-regard. Still, not
everyone who supports the pa-
rade is an unequivocal Trump fan.

Ty Seidule, a military historian
at Hamilton College who retired
as a brigadier general after 36
years in the Army, said he initially
had mixed feelings about the pa-
rade but came to view it as a rare
chance to highlight the U.S. Army,
a storied and underappreciated
organization.

“Is it the same day as his birth-
day? Yes, but it is also the Army’s
birthday,” Seidule said. “The Army
band is not playing ‘Happy Birth-
day’ There isn’t going to be a
Marilyn Monroe moment, I hope.
I think there are plenty of other
things to criticize the president
for, but to me, if you focus on that,
you are taking away the opportu-
nity to celebrate something we
don’t often do in this country.”

Saturday’s display could be a
moment to highlight facts that
Trump downplays, Seidule sug-

gested, including the Army’s his-
toric reliance on immigrants and
minorities. The Army’s story is not
all positive, he added; it helped
end slavery and liberate the Nazi
death camps, acts of undeniable
heroism, but fell woefully short
when it came to civil rights.

“It’s an opportunity to tell
Americansthat we reflect the soci-
ety, for better and worse,” he said.

Trump’s habit of seizing on tra-
ditional patriotic symbols, such as
the American flag, Mount Rush-
more and the Declaration of Inde-
pendence, while using forceful
tactics that his opponents see as
un-American, has prompted a re-
newed discussion of the meaning
of patriotism since he returned to
office in January.

Trump’s adversaries say he rou-
tinely seeks to whitewash U.S. his-
tory,ignoring episodes of injustice
and racial division in favor of a
mythical unblemished past. The
president and his supporters re-
spond that he is pushing back
against progressives’ bitter obses-
sion with magnifying the coun-
try’s flaws and downplaying its
greatness.

The clash will get a full airing
on July 4, 2026, when the country
celebrates its 250th anniversary
with enormous pomp. Trump is
signaling his intent to use that
occasion to promote his vision of
patriotism, including the creation
of a “Garden of American Heroes,”
a sculpture garden that the White
House says “will memorialize our
American heroes for generations

to come.” Which heroes to include
is likely to be the subject of fierce
argument.

Saturday’s parade and protest
are the immediate flash points.

Atarecenthearing of the House
Armed Services Committee, Rep.
Salud Carbajal (D-California) sug-
gested the parade’s $44 million to
$50 million price tag makes little
sense at a time of cuts in military
programs. “If Congress wrote the
Army a $45 million blank check,
doyouthinkthe Army could find a
better way to spend that money
than a parade?” Carbajal asked.

Army Secretary Daniel P.
Driscoll responded that the 250th
birthday celebration will spur a
“recruiting boom that will fill up
our pipeline for the coming years,”
so the money will be well-spent.
Rep. Derrick Van Orden (R-Wis-
consin) added that “you cannot
put a price tag on patriotism. You
cannot. And celebrating arguably
— not even arguably — the best
army that has ever existed in the
history of the planet deserves at-
tention.”

At the celebration in Washing-
ton, 150 vehicles, dozens of heli-
copters, various planes and 6,700
soldiers are expected to take part,
the Army has said. The Army’s
parachute team, the Golden
Knights, will drop into the event,
delivering an American flag to
Trump, who will be watching the
proceedings from a reviewing
stand. The president will also en-
list and reenlist 250 civilians and
soldiers, and beyond the parade

itself, the day will include a fire-
works display, military demon-
strations and country music per-
formances.

At the same time, activist
groups such as Indivisible, 50501,
the American Federation of
Teachers and Black Voters Matter
are planning to turn out thou-
sands of protesters for the “'No
Kings’ nationwide day of defi-
ance” that they say will include
marches and rallies in about
2,000 locations. In some places,
activists will spell out “No Kings”
on a beach or use cards to spell it
outon a field.

“Trump is trying to claim that
he owns this country, that he is the
ruler of this country,” said Ezra
Levin, co-founder of Indivisible.
“By holding a military parade, it’s
his attempt to equate the Ameri-
can government with himself. ...
In these protests, we’ll see a lot of
patriotism, a lot of flags, a lot of
veterans on stages talking about
their service. We are not ceding
the ground of patriotism.”

Last Friday, thousands of veter-
ans rallied against Trump’s pro-
posed cuts to the Department of
Veterans Affairs and his overhaul
ofthe federal workforce, at a Unite
for Veterans protest on the Na-
tional Mall.

Crow agreed that many veter-
ans will take part in Saturday’s
protests, adding that the troops
taking partin the parade are prob-
ably not happy about it, given how
unpopular parade duty is in the
military.

“On my three combat tours, we
were focused on fighting, being
physically fit and getting better at
the mission, and if we had any
time we wanted to be with our
families,” the congressman said. “I
guarantee you those 6,000 troops
preparingto engagein this parade
would rather be doing something
else”

Trump this week framed the
event partly as a response to the
fact that unlike other nations, the
United States had not been plan-
ning a commemoration of victory
in World War II, even though
“we’re the ones that won the war.”

He was equally blunt on NBC’s
“Meet the Press” last month. “We
have the greatest missiles in the
world,” Trump said. “We have the
greatest submarines in the world.
We have the greatest army tanks
in the world. We have the greatest
weapons in the world. And we’re
going to celebrate it.”

Seidule said that it is appropri-
ate to celebrate the accomplish-
ments of the U.S. Army — but also
appropriate for Americans to pro-
test if they wish.

“With our 340 million people,
we will see it in all ways, and I
welcome that. That is the Ameri-
can way,” he said. “We should have
this event, and there should be
people protesting. What more
American event could you have
than to have people protesting as
well?”

Olivia George contributed to this
report.
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Demonstrators gather Monday at the Texas State Capitol in Austin
to protest the sweeping immigration crackdown.

MEGAN VARNER/REUTERS

Police officers in Atlanta are targeted by fireworks thrown at them
Tuesday as they try to disperse demonstrators.
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NYPD officers make arrests Tuesday as people protest mass
deportations outside of federal buildings.

A look at anti-ICE protests across the country, from New York to Seattle

BY BEN BRASCH,
KARIN BRULLIARD
AND MoLLY HENNESSY-FISKE

Protests over the Trump ad-
ministration’s immigration en-
forcement continued to spread
Wednesday to cities across the
United States, drawing stark
warnings from the White House
that it would not hesitate to ex-
pand its deployment of National
Guard troops and Marines to
quell demonstrations beyond Los
Angeles.

Hundreds of people have been
arrested in recent days as events
have taken place in Chicago, New
York, Atlanta and various Texas
cities. More are planned for the
coming days in cities from Eu-
gene, Oregon, to Raleigh, North
Carolina.

Yet even as the administration
faces growing backlash from the
streets and Democrats, officials
have dug in with its approach,
with Defense Secretary Pete Heg-
seth telling a Senate panel on
Wednesday that President Don-
ald Trump’s order to federalize
the National Guard in Los Ange-
les could be rolled out elsewhere
should law enforcement officers
be “threatened.” White House
spokeswoman Karoline Leavitt
characterized the Los Angeles
protesters as “left-wing radicals,”
“illegal criminals” and “rioters”
causing chaos in that city — de-
spite the demonstrations being
isolated, with only episodic vio-
lence.

Democratic leaders have con-
demned the immigration sweeps

that have provoked the growing
public response and called the
use of federal troops unnecessary
and uninvited theater.

Chicago Mayor Brandon John-
son on Wednesday labeled
Trump an “authoritarian” and
“tyrant.” Los Angeles Mayor Kar-
en Bass and elected officials rep-
resenting 15 Southern California
cities appeared together to decry
the fear generated by the crack-
down and warn of its implica-
tions: “Maybe today it was the
city of Los Angeles. Tomorrow it’s
one of your cities,” Bass said.

The sparring at federal, state
and local levels reflected parti-
san divisions that have only hard-
ened in recent days as more raids
and protests took place.

Texas Gov. Greg Abbott (R)
announced on Tuesday evening
that he was deploying his state’s
National Guard to help “main-
tain order” at protests planned
there against U.S. Immigration
and Customs Enforcement. San
Antonio Mayor Ron Nirenberg
said he and other city officials
were never notified about the
deployment, and he was “chasing
rumors” to find out where they
were. “Local police, including
San Antonio police, are fully ca-
pable of maintaining order.”

In Georgia, Attorney General
Chris Carr (R) cautioned
Wednesday that anyone arrested
for destroying property or as-
saulting law enforcement could
be charged under the state’s do-
mestic terrorism law. Six people
were arrested at an Atlanta im-
migration protest, and more anti-

Trump demonstrations are ex-
pected in coming days.

“All Americans have the right
to peacefully protest. No Ameri-
can has the right to destroy prop-
erty, loot businesses, or attack law
enforcement officers,” Carr said
in a statement described as a
“warning to rioters.” “Protesters
use words. Rioters use violence.
There is no gray area.”

The Trump administration de-
fended its California troop de-
ploymentsin federal court, saying
in response to a lawsuit by the
state that the Guard forces are not
engaged in law enforcement but
instead are focusing on protect-
ing federal personnel and proper-
ty in the Los Angeles area.

In a declaration submitted
along with the court filing, Maj.
Gen. Niave F. Knell, deputy com-
manding general for Army North
Command, wrote that more than
2,100 troops had already carried
out tasks including protecting
federal buildings and guarding
ICE officers. The Trump adminis-
tration has also dispatched more
than 700 Marines to Los Angeles,
though they have not yet arrived.
They are “currently training in
preparation” to carry out similar
work, Knell said in the declara-
tion.

Legal experts have raised con-
cerns about Trump’s response to
the unrest, saying he appears to
be laying the groundwork for
more expansive use of the mili-
tary. He has not invoked the In-
surrection Act, which would let
him deploy the military to carry
out domestic law enforcement

actions, which it is otherwise gen-
erally barred from doing. But
when asked about that option
Wednesday, Attorney General
Pam Bondi said the administra-
tion is “not scared to go further.”

Southern California officials
have pushed back strongly on
ICE’s roundups of workers, whom
they say are nothing like the
violent offenders the administra-
tion claims to be targeting. “ICE is
scaring our communities,” South
Gate Mayor Maria Davila said
during a briefing with other
L.A.-area mayors. “They’re target-
ing children and families.”

Mario Trujillo, who leads near-
by Downey, said ICE had detained
seven people in his city during
raids at a Home Depot, LA Fitness
and Catholic church. “These peo-
ple are not criminals — they are
here to work,” Trujillo said. Feder-
al agents “are not keeping our
communities safe. They are stir-
ring fear.”

In Los Angeles on Wednesday,
many downtown businesses were
open and foot traffic steady. But
some store fronts were boarded
up with plywood or had signs in
their windows with messages of
solidarity for protesters and im-
migrants. Outside City Hall,
about a hundred protesters gath-
ered in the afternoon, chanting,
waving Mexican flags and playing
mariachi music. A nighttime cur-
few remains in place from 8 p.m.
to 6 a.m.

Bass said police made more
than 100 arrests overnight on
Tuesday, not for looting or vandal-
ism but for failure to disperse and

curfew violations. She stressed
that the curfew covers only a
small sliver of the city, a half-doz-
en square miles out of hundreds.
Protests are “isolated to several
streets in downtown,” she said,
blasting Trump’s portrayal of the
city being out of control as “a lie.”

The protests this week have
been organized by a variety of
groups, including labor unions
and the 50501 movement, a de-
centralized, grassroots campaign
that has been calling for rallies
against various Trump policies.

Hunter Dunn, a spokesperson
for the 50501 movement, said he
has been heartened to see demon-
strations expand nationwide
since Friday. “People are willing
to stand up across the country
because of what’s happening in
my local community,” he said.
“People are watching and are
ready to join the fight.”

In Texas, a border state that has
been a nucleus of anti-ICE activi-
ty, protesters have gathered in
Dallas, San Antonio, Austin and
beyond in recent days to decry
immigration raids and deten-
tions. In Austin, protesters — or-
ganized by the local Party for
Socialism and Liberation — and
law enforcement clashed at a
demonstration Tuesday that led
to 13 arrests and minor injuries
among officers. Mayor Kirk Wat-
son urged residents to not feed
into Trump’s “politics of fear and
pain and risk doing harm to those
we want to help” in immigrant
communities.

In Philadelphia, union mem-
bers turned out after last Friday’s

arrest of David Huerta, head of
the Service Employees Interna-
tional Union of California. Police
said that about 150 demonstra-
tors gathered at the Federal De-
tention Center there to protest
ICE and that 15 people were ar-
rested and accused of disorderly
conduct and aggravated assault
on officers.

Amid the spontaneous protests
this week, hundreds of rallies in a
movement that has dubbed itself
the “No Kings Nation Wide Day of
Defiance” are in the final stages of
planning for Saturday — the same
day, by design, as Trump’s mili-
tary parade and Army birthday
celebration in Washington.

No Kings organizers said in a
call this week that protests are
expected in more than 1,800 cities
as part of a “mass, nationwide
protest rejecting authoritarian-
ism, billionaire-first politics, and
the militarization of our democ-
racy.” The interest level has only
intensified since the Los Angeles
immigration raids and demon-
strations, organizers said.

Said Leah Greenberg, the co-
executive director of the left-lean-
ing grassroots advocacy group
Indivisible Project: “In a moment
like this where this is an active
effort by the president and his
regime to chill dissent and to
create costs for anybody who
speaks out, it’s absolutely crucial
that you have collective action.”

Mark Berman, Holly Bailey, Annie
Gowen, Victoria Craw, Daniel Wu and
Gaya Gupta contributed to this
report.
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Harvey Weinstein convicted of sexual assault in retrial

BY HERB SCRIBNER

Harvey Weinstein was convict-
ed Wednesday by a New York jury
of one charge of committing a
criminal sexual act in his sexual
assault retrial, a decision that
comes more than a year after his
2020 conviction was overturned.

The jury acquitted Weinstein
on a separate criminal sex act
charge involving Kaja Sokola, a
former model who testified that
Weinstein sexually assaulted her
in 2006 when she was 19 years
old, but has been unable to reach
a verdict on a third charge stem-
ming from an incident in 2013.
The jury was expected to contin-
ue deliberations on that charge
on Thursday.

Sokola said she was “relieved”
by the decision, which could keep
the disgraced Hollywood pro-
ducer behind bars.

“Coming forward was the
hardest thing I've ever done. I
shared my story publicly, I testi-
fied under oath, and I relived my
trauma, all at a personal cost — so
that the world would know the
truth,” she wrote in a statement.
“I owed it to myself, and to the
other women who survived him,
to make sure that the world
knows what kind of man Harvey
Weinstein is. Speaking out was
an act of power and it allowed me
to reclaim the pride and confi-

dence he tried to take from me.”

Sokola’s lawyer, Lindsay M.
Goldbrum, wrote in a statement
that “Kaja may not have received
the verdict she deserved, but her
truth was heard, and it helped
bring down a man who believed
he was untouchable.”

One of Weinstein’s other accus-
ers, former production assistant
Miriam Haley, told reporters
Wednesday she was thankful for
the jury’s verdict.

“Testifying in the face of con-
stant disruptions, victim sham-
ing and deliberate attempts to
distort the truth was exhausting
and at times dehumanizing,” Ha-
ley said. “But today’s verdict gives
me hope — hope that there’s new
awareness around sexual vio-
lence and that the myth of the
perfect victim is fading. And I
hope that this result empowers
others to speak out and seek
justice.”

“This trial was fair until we got
to the jury deliberations,” Wein-
stein’s publicist, Juda Engelmay-
er, said in a statement to The
Washington Post. “More than one
juror had complained that other
jurors had preconceived notions
and are using their beliefs of
Harvey’s life as evidence of guilt.
The Foreman said he was threat-
ened by other jurors. We believe
there are serious appellate issues
and they will be explored.”

&
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Harvey Weinstein appears in New York court Wednesday. The jury
is expected to continue deliberating on a third charge Thursday.

On Friday, juror drama threat-
ened to divert the case. One juror
complained to the judge that
other jurors were talking about
and treating another member of
their group unfairly, behavior he
called “playground stuff,” accord-
ing to the Associated Press. But
the judge still denied the defense
team’s earlier mistrial request,
because the discussions that con-
cerned the juror didn’t seem to
involve trial evidence and possi-
bly suggested that the juror’s

“youth makes him uncomfort-
able with conflict.”

In an exclusive interview after
closing arguments, Weinstein
told Fox5, “I have regrets that I
put my family through this, that I
put my wife through this, and I
acted immorally. I put so many
friends through this and hurt
people that were close to me by
actions that were stupid. ... But
never illegal, never criminal, nev-
er anything.”

Weinstein was first found

guilty of sex crimes in 2020 and
sentenced to 23 years in prison.
In 2024, a New York court over-
turned the decision, ruling that
the original trial’s judge had im-
properly allowed three women to
testify about allegations that
Weinstein was not on trial for.
Prosecutors added a third sex
crime charge for the retrial.

Weinstein, 73, pleaded not
guilty and has denied all allega-
tions of sexual assault. His attor-
neys argued that anything that
happened between him and his
accusers was consensual.

Prosecutors alleged in the re-
trial that Weinstein used his pow-
er as a high-profile media figure
to influence victims emotionally
and physically. Three women —
Haley, Sokola and former aspir-
ing actress Jessica Mann — al-
leged in graphic and emotional
testimony that Weinstein said
he’d help them with their careers
but later preyed on them in
private.

Weinstein, who did not testify
in the trial, watched from the
defense table as his accusers
testified, sometimes speaking to
his attorneys and other times
shaking his head, according to
the Associated Press.

In the 2020 trial, Weinstein
was found guilty of a first-degree
criminal sex act of forcing oral
sex on Haley at his apartment in

2006. He was also found guilty of
a third-degree rape of Mann at a
hotel in 2013.

But in April 2024, his convic-
tion was overturned by the New
York Court of Appeals, which
suggested a retrial since prosecu-
tors had called women to the
stand whose accusations were
not the basis for the charges.
Those accusers alleged Weinstein
forced them into unwanted sex-
ual encounters.

The decision to overturn his
conviction was deemed an upset
by the #MeToo movement, which
was supercharged in 2017 after
stories from the New York Times
and the New Yorker reported that
Weinstein had sexually abused
and harassed women for years.
This inspired more women to
come forward against the mogul
and other powerful men across
entertainment.

Weinstein has been impris-
oned at Rikers Island in New
York after receiving a 16-year
sentence after a 2022 trial for a
separate case in California. In
that case, he was convicted of
rape, forced oral sex and sexual
misconduct. He is appealing that
case. Weinstein didn’t testify at
previous trials in New York and
California.

Samantha Chery and Shayna Jacobs
contributed to this report.
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Air Force Gen. Dan Caine, right, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, travels between hearings Tuesday at the U.S. Capitol.

Joint Chiefs chair breaks with Trump assessments

General rebuts president
on Putin’s ambitions

and L.A. ‘being invaded’

BY ABIGAIL HAUSLOHNER

Gen. Dan Caine, who since
becoming chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff in April has assidu-
ously avoided the public spot-
light, on Wednesday broke with
President Donald Trump’s assess-
ment of the threat posed by
Russia and the ongoing protests
and violence in Los Angeles.

Caine’s comments during a
Senate Appropriations subcom-
mittee hearing were restrained
but significant, coming from the
nation’s top military officer who
Democrats and moderate Repub-
licans had feared might show
little appetite for going against a
president prone to pushing false-
hoods in pursuit of his political
agenda.

Trump has routinely down-
played alarm about Vladimir Pu-
tin’s territorial ambitions in East-
ern Europe and, in an address
this week, branded those in the
United States protesting his im-
migration policies as agents of a
“foreign invasion.” But Caine de-
clined to confirm either assess-
ment.

When asked by Sen. Lindsey
Graham (R-South Carolina)
whether Putin intends to “stop in
UKkraine,” the general was frank:
“I don’t believe so, sir.”

When pressed by Sen. Brian
Schatz (D-Hawaii) to say if he
believes the demonstrations and
violence in Los Angeles are a sign
the United States is “being invad-
ed by a foreign nation,” as Trump
told an audience of soldiers Tues-
day in North Carolina, Caine said
he doesn’t.

“At this point in time, I don’t
see any foreign, state-sponsored
folks invading,” the general re-

plied, before adding, “but I'll be
mindful of the fact that there has
been some border issues
throughout time.”

When Schatz asked if there has
been a “rebellion” against the
government, another politically
charged term the president and
his administration have em-
ployed since unrest flared in
Southern California, Caine de-
clined to affirm that either. “I
think there’s definitely some
frustrated folks out there,” he
offered.

Trump’s second term in office
has been remarkable, in part, for
the frequency with which false
and misleading statements by
the president go unchecked by a
majority of Republicans on Capi-
tol Hill, and Caine’s responses
Wednesday offered a stark con-
trast with the man seated beside
him, Defense Secretary Pete Heg-
seth.

As the president’s top military
adviser, the Joint Chiefs chair-
man is expected to provide hon-
est and unflinching advice to the
commander in chief, the defense
secretary and to Congress, even
when that assessment conflicts
with the political messaging of
the administration in power.
During his confirmation hearing,
Caine, a surprise selection for the
job after Trump abruptly fired
the general’s predecessor, Gen.
Charles Q. Brown Jr., in February,
promised to earn lawmakers’
trust.

Hegseth tried to paper over
what Caine had said.

“It’s quite easy to point out
that there has been an invasion of
21 million illegals in our country
under the previous administra-
tion,” he told Schatz. “So this
administration was elected to get
a hold of that.”

To Graham’s question about
Putin’s intent to pummel Ukraine
and turn his war machine west-
ward, Hegseth allowed only that
“it remains to be seen.”

Graham — whom Republican

lawmakers often view as the sen-
ator best equipped to persuade
the president on the GOP’s more
traditional foreign policy pos-
tures — laughed. “Well, he says
he’s not,” the senator said, refer-
encing the Russian leader. He
likened Putin’s ambitions to
Adolf Hitler’s stated intentions to
kill Jews and take over Europe in
the 1930s. “It doesn’t remain to
be seen, Graham went on. Putin,
he added, “tells everybody
around what he wants to do.”

Wednesday’s hearing was the
second time in as many days that
Hegseth and Caine faced law-
makers’ questions, with another
hearing, before the House Armed
Services Committee, set for
Thursday. Senate Democrats, just
as their House counterparts had
on Tuesday, seized the opportu-
nity to attack Hegseth’s record of
“chaos and poor judgment” while
helming the Defense Depart-
ment, and his unwillingness to
respond to congressional inqui-
ries and the news media.

The Trump administration has
so far failed to provide Congress
with a complete defense budget
proposal for the coming fiscal
year, and meanwhile the Penta-
gon has diverted funds meant to
rebuild barracks and improve
U.S. troops’ quality of life to
support instead Trump’s immi-
gration crackdown on the
U.S.-Mexico border, said Sen.
Chris Coons (D-Connecticut), the
subcommittee’s top Democrat.

Coons accused Hegseth of
committing the “unthinkable”
mistake of sharing sensitive mili-
tary plans over an unclassified
messaging app, including with
members of his family; of firing
some of the military’s most sen-
ior commanders “without cause”;
and of “censoring” military acad-
emies’ libraries.

“Far more of your time so far
has been spent inside the build-
ing on culture wars, rather than
outside the building, deterring
real ones,” Coons said.

“You are deploying the Ameri-
can military to police the Ameri-
can people,” Sen. Patty Murray
(Washington), the full Appropri-
ations Committee’s top Demo-
crat, said to Hegseth of the scene
in Los Angeles. “Sending the
National Guard into California
without the governor’s request.
Sending the Marines — not after
foreign threats, but after Ameri-

can protesters.”
If Caine toed a delicate line
Wednesday, Hegseth — who

caught the president’s eye during
his tenure as a right-wing com-
mentator on Fox News — ad-
hered to White House talking
points as he responded to Demo-
crats’ queries and doubled down
on Trump’s claims. He also left
open the possibility that the de-
ployment of troops to respond to
protests in Los Angeles “could
expand to other places.”

The president’s deployment
order is partly about “getting
ahead of a problem, so that if in
other places, if there are other
riots in places where law enforce-
ment officers are threatened, we
would have the capability to
surge National Guard there if
necessary,” Hegseth said.

Sen. Mitch McConnell (R-Ken-
tucky), the former Senate leader
who has made little secret of his
dislike for both Trump and Heg-
seth, criticized the administra-
tion for spending too little on
national security, and for the
appearance of siding with Russia
in its war against Ukraine.

“Which side do you want to
win?” he pressed Hegseth.

“This president is committed
to peace in that conflict,” Hegseth
replied, declining to name
Ukraine. “Ultimately, peace
serves our national interests and,
we think, the interest of both
parties, even if that outcome will
not be preferable to many in this
room and many in our country.”

Patrick Svitek and Amy B Wang
contributed to this report.

Hegseth is evasive on
details of Qatari jet deal

BY AmMy B WANG
AND DAN LAMOTHE

Defense Secretary Pete Heg-
seth on Wednesday resisted law-
makers’ demands for transparen-
cy about the luxury airplane from
Qatar that President Donald
Trump wants to use as Air Force
One, rebuffing several sharp ques-
tions about the Boeing 747-8 jet-
liner and the terms surrounding
its transfer to the U.S. govern-
ment.

At a hearing of the Senate Ap-
propriations Committee on
Wednesday — during which Heg-
seth was grilled on the Defense
Department’s budget for the up-
coming fiscal year and its ap-
proach to global conflicts — Dem-
ocrats were intently focused on
the plane that Trump has claimed
would be a “gift” to the United
States. The Pentagon said last
month that it had taken posses-
sion of the jetliner, even though
legal teams representing the two
countries have not finalized an
agreement that would allow such
atransfer.

Hegseth confirmed a Washing-
ton Post report from last month
revealing that the agreement has
not been signed despite one of his
top aides having claimed that the
secretary had accepted the Qatari
jet. Yet Hegseth declined to an-
swer several other questions
about it, citing the unclassified
nature of the hearing.

When Sen. Jack Reed (D-Rhode
Island) asked, for instance, how
long it might take for a contractor
to reconfigure the aircraft to meet
rigorous safety and security stan-
dards for the Air Force One mis-
sion, Hegseth said that informa-
tion was “not for public consump-
tion.”

Hegseth also said he could not
reveal the cost of such a contract,
a rebuff that appeared to anger
the usually low-key Reed, the top
Democrat on the Senate Armed
Services Committee.

“Why can’t it be revealed in this
setting?” Reed snapped. “This is
the Appropriations Committee of
the United States Senate. We ap-
propriate the money that you will
spend after it’s authorized by my
committee.”

Reed criticized the secrecy
shrouding the Trump administra-
tion’s deal with Qatar and said the
plane was “not only a bad deal for
the American public” but also
about “gratifying the president’s
ego.”

As The Post reported last
month, Air Force officials estimat-

ed it could cost $1.5 billion to
bring the Qatari plane up to satis-
factory maintenance conditions
for presidential transport, and an-
other $500 million to remove the
military gear and convert the air-
craft for civilian use after Trump’s
term.

Trump, who has denied the
plane is a personal gift to him, has
said the aircraft would be trans-
ferred to his presidential library
after he leaves office.

Sen. Chris Murphy (D-Con-
necticut) noted Wednesday that
when Trump signed a contract
with Boeing in 2018 for Air Force
Onereplacements, during his first
term, those terms were disclosed.
Murphy also pointed out that Air
Force officials had testified before
the House that those new Air
Force One planes probably would
be ready for use by 2028.

“It doesn’t stand to reason that
you will be able to retrofit the
plane from Qatar much sooner
than 2028, so I'm trying to under-
stand what the gap is that we're
trying to fill,” Murphy said.

Hegseth deferred the question
to the Air Force but noted there
alsohad been “delay after delay on
the Boeing side,” suggesting the
planes that are under contract
might not be ready by 2028.

“But why would we ask the
American taxpayer to spend up-
ward of $1 billion on a plane that
would then only be used for a
handful of months and then
transfer directly to the president?
That doesn’t sound like a wise use
of taxpayer dollars,” Murphy
pressed.

Hegseth maintained that there
are reasons — which he said
should remain classified — that
justify modifying an aircraft even
for a short period of time “to
ensure the safety and security of
the president of United States.”

“We're talking about a pretty
massive investment of appropria-
tions dollars into a plane that the
secretary is saying is currently
planned to be transferred person-
ally to the president,” Murphy
concluded. “There’s a lot of other
pending needs that we need to
fund. This would seem to be low
on the list.”

In a separate exchange during
the hearing with Sen. Brian
Schatz (D-Hawaii), Hegseth de-
clined to say whether the U.S. or
Qatar initiated discussions over
the jet’s transfer. Trump has said
that Qatar approached the U.S.
about it, while other officials have
said the Trump team first raised
the issue.

ROD LAMKEY JR./AP

Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth testifies Wednesday during a
Senate Appropriations Committee hearing on Capitol Hill.



THURSDAY, JUNE 12, 2025 - THE WASHINGTON POST EZ

A9

DETENTION FROM A1l

whisk away the injured. Last year, at least
two teenagers tested positive for fentanyl.
Since 2021, the number of dangerous
incidents at the center has nearly quadru-
pled, meaning chaos has become a near-
daily reality for the high-risk young peo-
ple held there.

e Children committed to DYRS while
awaiting treatment should be transferred
to a rehabilitation program within 30
days, the agency director has testified.
But the average wait time saw a nearly
fivefold increase, to 62 days in 2024 from
13 in 2018, The Post found. Some teens
waited more than six months for treat-
ment.

e Many delays are caused by a shortage
of beds for teens at residential programs
that contract with DYRS. Bowser didn’t
pursue a 2022 proposal to create a psychi-
atric residential treatment facility in the
District, The Post found. That left DYRS
relying on a dwindling number of facili-
ties with long wait lists. They often reject
D.C. youth or have been accused of seri-
ous misconduct. Last year, the agency
sent 14 children to a Pennsylvania non-
profit where two staffers had been
charged with sexually assaulting children
— including a teen from D.C. — at one of
its centers.

e Because time spent waiting for place-
ment doesn’t count toward their stay in a
rehabilitative program, children have
routinely been kept away from home for
much longer than intended. Attorneys
and teens commonly refer to this wait
period as “dead time,” which advocates
say can belogistically and psychologically
harmful to a young person.

“You want to stop crime in the city, as
Mayor Bowser says?” said Will Mount, a
lawyer who has represented hundreds of
teens in D.C.sjuvenile justice system over
the past nine years. “The solution is to get
these kids the services they need now, or
otherwise, you reap what you sow.”

Bowser declined multiple requests to
be interviewed. She has publicly touted
her administration’s progress on youth
crime, telling a local media outlet last
year that DYRS is “fantastic.” In April, she
announced that violent crime arrests
were down 26 percent over the same time
last year. Carjacking arrests were down
50 percent.

Lindsey Appiah, the deputy mayor for
public safety, defended the administra-
tion’s handling of the agency in a state-
ment.

“The District is working to hold young
people accountable for wrongdoing—es-
pecially violence—even as we try to build
pathways to rehabilitation and growth,”
shesaid. “The Department of Youth Reha-
bilitation Services works consistently to
ensure the safety of its young people and
of the general public.”

Sam Abed, the agency director, also
declined to be interviewed.

In an emailed statement, DYRS spokes-
woman Turnesha Fish said the agency is
committed to delivering “comprehensive
rehabilitative services to the young peo-
plein our care while ensuring community
safety.”

“We are enhancing these efforts by
strengthening existing partnerships and
collaborating with our contracted provid-
ers to expand a robust continuum of
care,” Fish said. “The safety of the youth in
our care is paramount, and we are dedi-
cated to taking all necessary measures to
safeguard and support the youth and
families we serve — principles that have
long guided our work.”

Fish said that as of March 6, 22 teens
were waiting at the agency’s detention
center for spots at treatment programs,
alongside the dozens of teens held at the
detention center before their trials. The
number of youths waiting for treatment
beds was as high as 41 in February 2024,
according to city data.

The DYRS spokeswoman said the
March figure “reflects our ongoing efforts
to streamline case management and en-
sure timely placements.” Fish said the
agency had reduced the number of chil-
dren waiting for programs even asitsawa
30 percent increase in young offenders
committed to the agency’s care from fiscal
years 2024 to 2025.

A Post analysis of internal data shows
an agency struggling to prevent young
people from returning to crime: More
than 70 percent of juveniles who were
committed to the agency from 2018 to
2022 were accused of new crimes or
violating other court orders within two
years of release. The rate is in line with
national patterns, but likely an under-
count because it does not include teens
rearrested and charged as adults.

To investigate DYRS’s performance, re-
porters gained rare access to the city’s
juvenile justice system, which is shielded
from public view to protect children’s
identities. The Post conducted an analy-
sis of internal data obtained from the
agency through Freedom of Information
Act requests, enabling reporters to track
more than 500 children as they moved
through the system from 2018 to 2024.

The Post also received permission to
observe dozens of court hearings typical-
ly closed to the public; reviewed internal
documents and confidential files detail-
ing juvenile court cases; and interviewed
scores of current and former DYRS em-
ployees, lawyers, judges, advocates, juve-
nile justice experts, and families and
children who have navigated the system.

One of those young people was N.H.,
who was 17 when he was charged with at
least nine felonies, including unauthor-
ized use of a vehicle and carjacking, in
2023 and 2024.

The teenager — who is being identified
by his initials to keep his juvenile record
confidential — was committed to agency
custody by D.C. Superior Court Judge
James Crowell last year.

N.H. had been abused by a relative as a
young child, according to records and
interviews. The District’s child welfare
agency investigated allegations of neglect

VALERIE PLESCH/FOR THE WASHINGTON POST

N.H., who was 17 when he was charged with at least nine felonies in 2023 and 2024, is seen at the Youth Services Center in Northeast Washington.

AT DETENTION
CENTER, VIOLENCE
AND LONG WAITS

Juveniles waiting for a rehabilitative program are spending
about five times longer in secure detention than they did in
2018

An analysis of the District's juvenile justice agency data reveals that
youths in the city often wait months in secure detention before being
transferred to a rehabilitative program. Today's average length of stay is
nearly five times greater than it was in 2018.
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by his mother. He floated in and out of
foster and group homes in D.C. In 2022,
his brother died of a fentanyl overdose
while incarcerated.

The next year, N.H. was arrested and
charged for the first time. He was rear-
rested on charges of carjacking in 2024
and sent to the detention center.

There, he began to wait — for services,
for treatment, for help.

‘It’s traumatizing there’

The Department of Youth Rehabilita-
tion Services was born out of turmoil.

In 1985, a class-action lawsuit in D.C.
Superior Court brought by several city
youths alleged decades of abuse and mis-
management at detention facilities run
by the agency’s predecessor, the Youth
Services Administration. Attorneys and
their juvenile clients said that the build-
ings used to hold teens were uninhabit-
able and that the city agency was failing
to deliver promised services to children.

The following year, city officials en-
tered a consent decree that required the
agency to report to a court monitor as it
completely overhauled how it ap-
proached criminal justice for young peo-
ple.

Across the country, juvenile justice
agencies began moving away from a puni-
tive system that seemed to ferry children
convicted of crimes straight into adult
jails and prisons. An emerging body of
scientific research concluded that the
part of the teenage brain responsible for
good judgment and weighing conse-
quences was still developing. That
spurred reforms toward programs fo-
cused on rehabilitation.

In 2004, the city dismantled the old
agency, replacing it with DYRS and a new
approach: Instead of holding children in
large prisonlike facilities, the agency
would release young people accused of
crimes back to their families with com-
munity-based services or into secure resi-
dential programs aimed at providing
comprehensive services to address un-
derlying problems.

Officials unveiled the Youth Services
Center, or YSC, on Mount Olivet Road in
Northeast as a way station to securely
hold young offenders before their court
hearings and after, while they waited to
be placed in rehabilitation programs. The
detention center, which opened with 80
beds and soon added eight more, re-
placed the decrepit holding facilities that
had prompted the lawsuit decades earli-
er.

Bowser had sought to end court over-
sight of DYRS since becoming mayor in
2015. She agreed to create the Office of
Independent Juvenile Justice Facilities
Oversight to monitor the YSC and New
Beginnings, a longer-term rehabilitation
program run by DYRS in Laurel, Mary-
land.

But in the years after the agency exited
court monitoring, the population explod-
ed at the detention center. From October
2018 to the following September, the
average daily population at the YSC was
40 youths, including teens who were
awaiting trial. In May, it was more than
100. As more teens were arrested, DYRS
added 10 beds in 2023.

At the same time, the detention center
has grown more chaotic and violent,
according to data published by the over-
sight agency.

In 2021, the agency reported 100 dan-
gerous incidents at the center; in 2024,
there were 394, according to data re-
leased by the oversight agency.

The agency also reported more injuries
in recent years: In January 2022 — the
first year the oversight agency collected
the data — DYRS recorded six injuries to
youths. That jumped to 30 in January
2025.

Mark Jordan, the executive director of
the oversight agency, blamed the surge in
violence partly on the increased number
of children held at the center.

“Facilities like the YSC, in which the
population changes frequently and there

can be a lot of conflicts from the commu-
nity that carry over into the facility, condi-
tions are constantly changing,” he wrote
in an email. “The management response
has to respond to the specifics of what’s
happening inside the facility.”

In April 2024, seven teenagers were
involved in a fight and all required medi-
cal attention, according to reports ob-
tained by The Post. Later that month,
when a guard left a door propped open,
two teenagers assaulted another resi-
dent. Days later, guards found another
teen with a shank fashioned from a nail
and a face mask.

The next month, a guard was escorting
a Maryland man’s son, then 17, and the
rest of his unit through the halls of the
facility when a worker opened a door to
another unit. The man’s son, whom The
Postis notidentifyingto protect him from
retaliation, and others rushed through
the door and began to fight with teens in
the room, according to an internal inci-
dent report.

Though employees saw multiple teens
beating his son for several minutes, the
guards said they couldn’t open the door to
intervene because other youths were try-
ingtorushinand jointhefight,according
to the report and a former employee who
witnessed the brawl.

His son was sent to the hospital with a
swollen eye. Another teen went to the
hospital with injuries to his jaw, accord-
ing to the father and the former em-
ployee.

“I don’t feel safe for anybody’s kid, not
just my own,” the father said.

Beyond the violence in the facility,
advocates and families have repeatedly
sounded the alarm about a lack of ser-
vices for youths. Mental health specialists
are available at the YSC, but because the
detention center is intended to be a
temporary destination for teens, it does
not offer intensive or regular therapy. It
also does not provide access to as many
behavioral specialists as dedicated reha-
bilitative facilities typically staff.

Abed, the DYRS chief, said during testi-
mony to D.C. Council members in Decem-
ber 2023 that the detention center is “not
atreatment facility.”

D.D. Davis, alawyer who has represent-
ed many teens who have been housed in
the YSC, said that young people are con-
fined for hours at a time to their rooms
when there are any fights or disturbanc-
es, which are common. During these
lockdowns, therapy is off the table. In-
stead of attending school, children are
handed worksheets to complete.

“They get an hour a day or two hours a
day of being free,” Davis said.

Over the past year, the courts permit-
ted The Post to attend confidential hear-
ings in juvenile court. In some, DYRS
officials told judges that teens were not
receiving adequate services at the deten-
tion center.

A health services manager at the YSC
testified at a May 2024 hearing that
detention center staff allowed a 14-year-
old — upon his request — to replace his
prescribed psychiatric medication with
melatonin gummies. Staff also agreed to
stop biweekly therapy sessions for the
young teen after he “expressed he was
okay and did not want to talk to a thera-
pist any longer.”

The teen’s public defender, Emily Su-
frin, noted that these therapy sessions
had taken place in a game room where
other teens were often nearby. Sufrin said
the teen had previously been attacked in
this public space: “It’s traumatizing
there.”

D.C. Superior Court Judge Andrea
Hertzfeld questioned Bruce Edwards,
then the associate general counsel for
DYRS, about the situation.

“You're telling me that meeting with a
therapist a couple of times a week in the
game space at [the detention center] and
getting a melatonin gummy is sufficient
rehabilitation for this juvenile?” she
asked.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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A hallway at the Youth Services Center, where young offenders are held while they wait for their treatment plans. Some teens have waited there over six months.
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Edwards, who has since left DYRS and
is now a magistrate in Prince George’s
County, replied, “I wouldn’t qualify this as
sufficient at all.”

‘Dead time’

The time teens spend waiting in deten-
tion for an opening in a rehabilitative
program means that some are away from
home much longer than intended.

“That ‘dead time’ is really expensive
and it’s damaging on its own account just
for that kid,” said Tom Woods, a senior
associate at the Annie E. Casey Founda-
tion who has studied juvenile detention.
“There’s sort of this unavoidable psycho-
logical harm to that.”

DYRS has no requirement for how
quickly young people must be transferred
to programs after the courts commit
them to the agency, according to a review
of its policies and city law. But Abed, the
agency chief, has testified at multiple D.C.
Council hearings that children and teens
should go to an appropriate program
within 30 days — and ideally sooner.

Yet today, young people are languish-
ing for months at the detention center,
according to a Post analysis of internal
data.

Teens waited for an average of about 60
days to go to arehabilitation program last
year, The Post found. Some waited six
months or longer. From 2020 to 2024,
nearly one-quarter of teens met the agen-
cy’s goal of spending less than a month
within the detention center.

In those years, 36 percent of young
people spent three months or longer at
the center.

The District is lagging behind neigh-
boring states: Maryland and Virginia
youths spent an average of 23 and 28 days,
respectively, waiting to leave detention
centers for treatment programs, data
shows.

A 2023 crime wave led some, including
the mayor, to call for increased jail time
and harsher punishments for offenders.
In 2024, Bowser worked with the city
council to pass a law giving judges more
leeway to jail adults and some juveniles
charged with violent offenses before their
trials.

Research shows that locking up juve-
niles leads to higher rates of rearrest than
probation and other interventions that
keep teens at home and in school. A 2015
study by juvenile justice researchers
found that teens in Seattle who were
arrested and incarcerated were four
times as likely to end up injail or prison as
an adult, compared with other youths
who were arrested but did not serve time
in a detention center.

“You'’re putting that child in a horribly
traumatic environment and the idea that
we expect them to get any better without
treatment is not logical and not at all
consistent with what clinical best practic-
es tell us,” said Jennifer Snow, the nation-
al director of government relations at the
nonprofit National Alliance on Mental
Illness.

Former DYRS employees whom The
Post is not naming to protect from profes-
sional retaliation say some of the delays
occur because agency social workers are
taking longer to complete rehabilitation
plans. This is often a necessary step
before sending a teen to a treatment
program.

The agency is required by law to pro-
vide treatment plans for teens within 17
days of referral from the courts. But
former employees and advocates said it
often takes several weeks or even months
to complete the process.

The agency doesn’t report how many
teens received a plan within 17 days.
Instead, it reports how many young peo-
ple have gone through a complete “case
planning process” within three months,
according to annual summaries filed to
the Office of the City Administrator. This
process includes the courts sending rel-
evant documents to DYRS; the agency

completing an assessment that helps de-
termine the proper treatment for a young
offender; and staff convening a meeting
to decide where to send the teen.

The vast majority of young people —
about 9 in 10 — had gone through this
process within 90 days of commitment to
DYRS custody in the 2022 fiscal year. The
following year, less than half of teens had
a completed plan within three months.
Then, in 2024, the rate was zero.

In that report, the agency said that
“significant staff turnover” led it to aban-
don an assessment that was part of the
planning process — and that the agency
would stop reporting data on the treat-
ment plans because, moving forward,
they were going to use different stan-
dards.

Critics have pushed the mayor’s office
to speed up placements: The Office of the
Attorney General — which prosecutes
cases involving youth crime — worked
with Council Chairman Phil Mendelson
(D) in 2024 to introduce a bill to make
DYRS find beds at treatment programs
for children within 30 days of commit-
ment.

The mayor’s office and Abed, the agen-
cy chief, lobbied aggressively against the
measure. They said that the timeline was
unrealistic and that it failed to take a
“comprehensive” approach to the juve-
nile justice system.

Nevertheless, the D.C. Council passed
the Road Act late last year with an even
more aggressive timeline: The new law
requires the juvenile justice agency to
begin the treatment planning process
before a child is even committed. It also
directs the city auditor to report on the
agency’s progress.

“There was a resistance on the part of
the [mayor] to work with the council on
this, which was unfortunate and also
counterproductive,” Mendelson said in
an interview.

In the meantime, the delays have land-
ed DYRS in court again.

The District’s Public Defender Service
and the local American Civil Liberties
Union office filed a federal lawsuit in
October accusing the agency of a “failure
to meet the rehabilitative and treatment
needs of children in its custody and the
District’s practice of needlessly and un-
lawfully extending the time children
spend in jail-like settings.”

The suit was brought on behalf of two
teens who had each spent more than
three months at the detention center.
KY., a 16-year-old identified in the com-
plaint by his initials, had been waiting
since July for DYRS to transfer him to a
treatment facility “to get therapy.”

In the lawsuit, K.Y. wrote that he had
post-traumatic stress disorder that was
goinguntreated as he waited at the deten-
tion center.

“There’s nothing going on in here,” he
wrote. “They treat us like dogs and ani-
mals in here. If people were in our shoes,
they wouldn’t want to be here.”

In response to the suit, DYRS has
acknowledged that most youths commit-
ted to the agency will spend “some
amount of time” waiting in detention.
The agency said these waits are depend-
ent on several factors outside its control,
including the details of each teen’s case
and whether space is available at a pro-
gram.

Days after a December hearing in the
case, the agency transferred the two
youths to rehabilitative programs.

The agency did not answer questions
related to the lawsuit, which is ongoing.
‘Big ideas’

In late 2022, as Bowser prepared to
enter her third term, the mayor an-
nounced that she was looking for “big
ideas” to improve the city.

The directors of three agencies that
work with at-risk children decided to
heed her call.

Hilary Cairns, the head of DYRS at the
time, said in interviews with The Post that
she met with the chiefs of the Department

D.C.’s juvenile justice pipeline

This series examines the District’s juvenile justice system, a constellation of
agencies tasked with preventing children and teens from becoming caught up in
crime and rehabilitating those who have violated the law. Key parts of the system,
including public schools, the police and the youth detention facility, are overseen
by Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D).

SCHOOLS
Nearly 16,000 students truant in 2023-2024 school year

District leaders have found that juveniles who are arrested have a history of
missing class. D.C. public schools, led by Chancellor Lewis D. Ferebee, are
supposed to engage children with after-school programs, provide mental health
specialists to students and investigate why youths are missing class. Truant
students can be referred to child welfare or the courts.

POLICE
Once arrested, a teen may face charges in court

The Metropolitan Police Department, or D.C. police, is often the first agency that
juveniles encounter in the criminal justice system. Juvenile arrests reached
record highs in 2023, leading to an outpouring of community concern. In April,
Police Chief Pamela A. Smith launched the Juvenile Investigative Response Unit to
improve how police respond to youth crime.

COURTS
Teens may be held or released while awaiting hearings

While court cases are pending, juveniles may remain in custody or be released —
sometimes with ankle monitors — and supervised by the Family Court Social
Services Division, which is led by interim director Tamira Roberson. Judges will
hear each teen’s case and determine if they have been “involved in a delinquent
act” and, if so, may impose a sentence.

DETENTION
Youth Services Center perpetually overcrowded

Juveniles may be detained in the Youth Services Center, which is under the
Department of Youth Rehabilitation Services and overseen by Director Sam Abed.
The facility, which is often overcapacity, holds children who are awaiting court
hearings, as well as teenagers who are waiting to be transferred to a group home
or treatment facility.

REHABILITATION
Teens may wait months for program openings

Teens involved in serious or repeated crimes may be referred to group homes or
residential facilities for treatment and therapy. However, teens often wait months
for space in a facility or are sent to ones hundreds of miles away in part because
the District has no psychiatric residential treatment facility. Bowser did not
pursue a 2022 proposal to create one.
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of Behavioral Health and Child and Fam-
ily Services Agency to make a proposal to
the mayor.

Together, they asked the Bowser ad-
ministration to consider creating a psy-
chiatric residential treatment facility in
the District for teens.

Known as PRTFs, these inpatient facili-
ties provide comprehensive mental
health services for children with complex
needs. Some child welfare advocates op-
pose residential programs; they argue
that children do best when they’re treated
in their communities, living with their
families and going to their schools. Still,
beds at PRTFs are typically in high de-
mand.

Opening up beds at a city-run facility,
the agency chiefs suggested, would re-
duce the wait times at the detention
center, while also providing psychiatric
services for the District’s most troubled
children close to home.

The District’s need for more treatment
beds had been widely known for years:
Before the pandemic, other officials at
DYRS and eight other local departments
and organizations that work with chil-
dren held the Inter-Agency PRTF Collab-
oration Meeting.

In minutes from the March 10, 2020,
meeting, attendees noted that treatment
options were limited, writing that “there
are fewer each year” and that “some
providers on the list will no longer accept
DC youth despite being a current provid-
er”

Since then, the agency has struggled to
find space not just at PRTFs but also at
less specialized residential programs for
youths, too. In 2013, it sent children to 31
residential treatment centers. By 2023,
the number of rehabilitation programs
working with DYRS had dwindled to 10,
The Post found.

Some facilities that D.C. used closed
their doors after youth arrests started
declining in the 2000s. More shuttered
during the pandemic. In 2019, Pennsylva-
nia shut down the Glen Mills Schools over
allegations of widespread child abuse.

Some of the remaining programs no
longer accept D.C. teens, saying they can’t
handle youths with complex needs or
who have violent offenses on their rec-
ords.

The proposal from Cairns and other
agency directors seemed to them to be an
obvious solution to bed shortages. But
nearly three years after the agency chiefs
gave the idea to Bowser, no such facility
exists in the District.

Representatives from the mayor’s of-
fice and the three agencies that developed
the proposal all declined to answer ques-
tions about what happened to the plan.

The Post filed several Freedom of Infor-
mation Act requests for records related to
the proposal. But government agencies
refused the request, citing an exemption
that protects internal deliberations.

It is unclear how much such a facility
would cost the District. But other states
have set aside funds to create their own:
This year, Maine awarded a $2 million
contract to a nonprofit to run a PRTF.

Cairns said staff had scouted potential
locations around the region, including
unused land near New Beginnings in
Laurel. She said she knew that her re-
quest to the mayor’s office was ambitious
but that she believes it would have been
worth it.

“It was an acknowledgment that it was
expensive in the short term for a long-
term investment,” Cairns said.

The mayor asked Cairns to resign in
2023. Cairns, who helmed the city’s juve-
nile justice agency for less than two years,
said she was blindsided. She now works
with the Office of the D.C. Auditor to set
up a system to monitor the agency. She
said she still does not know why the
Bowser administration didn’t pursue the
project.

Three months after The Post first asked
city officials about the proposal, the D.C.
Council added language to the Road Act,
the bill from the attorney general’s office
that is now known as the Recidivism
Reduction at DYRS Amendment Act. It
requires the mayor to take steps toward
opening a PRTF in the District. According
to the new law, Bowser’s office must
submit a report to the council estimating
the cost of a new facility in September.

Mendelson, the council chairman, said
he was not surprised the Bowser adminis-
tration did not follow through on the
2022 proposal. He told The Post that the
mayor’s office thinks the “best way to deal
with crime is just to lock people up.”

In the December 2024 memo outlining
changes to the bill, he emphasized the
importance of opening a local treatment
center.

“The lack of a PRTF in the Districtis a
barrier to the timely placement of chil-
dren with psychiatric disorders commit-
ted to DYRS,” Mendelson wrote. “As such,
it is critical that the District seriously
begin planning for such a facility.”

A place for N.H.

Everyone agreed that N.H. needed
help.

The teenager who came before Judge
James Crowell last summer would benefit
from the intensive services that a PRTF
could provide, his lawyer told the court.

He had first been arrested in February
2023, accused of stealing a car, according
to his probation report obtained by The
Post. Police picked him up on similar
charges in March, April and May. That
June, he was again arrested and charged
with first-degree theft, unlawful entry of
amotor vehicle and unauthorized use ofa
vehicle. This time, N.H. was detained for
about a month, until the courts sent him
to a shelter home. The case was later
dismissed through a plea agreement.

That fall, as part of a court-ordered
psychiatric evaluation, a doctor recom-
mended extensive therapy and psycho-
tropic medication for N.H., writing that
he “will most likely continue to act out in
the community, and that this will be the
case until his condition is successfully
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treated.”

In October 2023, N.H. pleaded guilty to
several of his charges and entered a
program that allowed him to return
home. But a few months later, he was
arrested on new charges of carjacking
and again held at the detention center.

When Crowell committed N.H. to
DYRS custody last summer, the agency
was already searching for abed for him in
arehabilitative program.

N.H. said he hoped the agency would
quickly transfer him to such a program so
that he could work through his issues and
go to North Carolina, where his mother
had moved. But every time he talked to
Mount, his lawyer, N.H. learned that
there was no space for him at a treatment
facility.

In October, The Post attended one of
the teen’s hearings. He returned to Crow-
ell’s courtroom wearing the detention
center uniform: a bright purple polo,
slacks and rubber clogs. Four months
after the judge had committed N.H. to
DYRS custody, the teen had gone no-
where, his lawyer said. Speaking in front
of a nearly empty courtroom, Crowell did
not hide his frustration.

“DYRS continues to fail these kids and
a generation of Kids are being lost,” the
judge said. “It’s been the exact same, time
and time again. No one wants to call them
out. No one wants to put light to this. But
it’s an absolute failure.”

Locked up in detention, N.H. felt like
“an animal,” he told The Post.

Sometimes he thought about the
crimes that got him arrested. Adrenaline,
fun and “fast money”led him to steal cars,
he said. He knew he was going to get
caught. “Atthe time, I wasn’t thinking,” he
said.

His crimes had hurt people, he recog-
nized. In one case, N.H. and other teen-
agers had pushed a woman out of her car.
She had a bruised arm and pain in her
right leg, according to the police report.

N.H. said his actions warranted conse-
quences. “But having to be here without
knowing when youre leaving, and just
being under somebody else’s power, is
frustrating,” he said.

As the months went by, N.H. and the
other teens at the detention center fol-
lowed a daily routine: schoolwork, fol-
lowed by hours of watching television
and playing cards. At times, they would
get together for group talks, led by guards
or their peers.

N.H. was in therapy to process the
abuse he experienced as a child until he
was about 15, he said. He always knew he
had a problem with anger.

He would occasionally get therapy at
the detention center, he said, butnoton a
regular basis. “There was no programs
there,” he said. “We were just sitting there
doing nothing.”

Then, in September, agency officials
presented Mount and his client with an
option: N.H. could go to a facility run by

JEFF SWENSEN/FOR THE WASHINGTON POST

Staff at the Abraxas facility in Marienville, Pennsylvania, have been accused of sexually abusing youths in their care.

Methodology

To investigate the effectiveness of the city’s rehabilitation of D.C. youth, The
Washington Post collected data from several agencies. From the Metropolitan
Police Department, The Post collected juvenile arrests data from 2015 through
2024. An analysis of these records showed that between 2020 and 2024, the
number of robbery arrests for people under 18 years old increased to a level not
seen in decades. In this same period, reported carjackings increased 300
percent compared with previous years.

The Post collected data from the city’s youth rehabilitation agency, including a
database of information pertaining to more than 1,000 youths placed in secure
detention and the services they were provided from 2014 to 2024. The Post
used the data to calculate the length of time youths committed to DYRS spend
in secure detention before they are placed into a community setting like a
treatment facility or group home.

The length-of-stay computations were calculated using an internal dataset,
acquired through Freedom of Information Act requests, called FAMcare that the
city uses to track the services provided to each youth under the District’s care.

For the analysis, The Post counted the days between when a court places a
youth under D.C.’s supervision and the exit date from a secure detention facility.
The analysis found that the average wait times for juveniles in secure detention
grew from 12 days in 2018 to more than 60 days by 2024.

The Post also tracked the number of juveniles who were released back into the
community while still under the city’s care and then placed back into secure
detention for reasons that may include rearrests and other violations of court
orders. More than 70 percent of youths released from secure detention for at
least 60 days and placed into a community setting returned to secure detention
within two years.

Abraxas Youth & Family Services. The
Pittsburgh-based nonprofit operates resi-
dential programs in five states.

It was not an ideal solution, Mount
said. The campus that N.H. would attend
in Marienville, a rural community 100
miles northeast of Pittsburgh, had thera-
py and counseling. But it did not offer as
much access to psychologists, social
workers, therapists, nurses and counsel-
ors as a PRTF.

The agency also did not tell Mount
about anotherissue: Staff members at the
facility had been accused of sexually
abusing children in their care. In March
2024, an Abraxas dorm supervisor told
the agency that a D.C. teen was one of
multiple youths who had allegedly been
sexually assaulted, according to an inter-
nal report obtained by The Post.

Court records show that Ana Danielle
Carlton, then 24, was charged with insti-
tutional sexual assault, involuntary devi-
ate sexual intercourse and indecent as-
sault of a minor under 16 years old. One
teen told Abraxas staff members that the
mental health counselor had sexual con-
tact with five youths in the facility, ac-
cording to a police report.

Carlton has not yet entered a plea in
the case. Her attorney called the charges
“unproven accusations” in an email to
The Post.

Erin Perez, whose 14-year-old was al-
legedly abused by Carlton in 2024, said in

an interview with The Post that she was
“disturbed and disgusted” by what hap-
pened at Abraxas.

“They’re horrible and I'd never send
any Kkid there,” she said. “They should be
shut down.”

Jeff Giovino, the president and CEO of
Abraxas, said in an email that staff in-
formed DYRS and law enforcement of the
abuse allegations as soon as they sur-
faced.

“Abraxas treats all allegations of abuse
and harassment with the utmost serious-
ness,” he wrote.

It was the second time in as many years
that a staff member was accused of sexu-
ally abusing a teen at the facility: In 2023,
a 47-year-old woman was arrested after a
youth told police they had sexual contact.
The woman was later sentenced to state
prison for disseminating sexual materials
toaminor and endangering the welfare of
achild.

Lastyear, dozens of people who attend-
ed Abraxas facilities between 2003 and
2023 filed a lawsuit in Pennsylvania court
saying they were sexually abused at the
programs. Giovino told The Post that the
claims in the lawsuit are without merit.

Sixteen plaintiffs specifically accused
employees at the Marienville campus of
assault. Nevertheless, the District’s juve-
nile justice agency sent 13 teens to Abrax-
asin 2024 aftertheincident wasreported,
records show.

The agency declined to say whether it
conducted an investigation into the sex-
ual assault allegations or informed any
families or attorneys they referred to
Abraxas about the problems.

Unaware of the allegations, Mount said
he and N.H. decided it would be the best
option.

“The client wants to leave the YSC as
soon as possible, which I don’t blame
them for wanting to do,” Mount said. “And
we’re offered an out-of-state placement
option, and of course, we’re going to take
it, because the faster we take that option,
the faster we can get them back home.”

N.H. arrived at the remote campus in
October, one of the few Black teens in the
program. He no longer had visitors be-
cause he was so far from home: a six-hour
drive from D.C., and even farther from his
family in North Carolina.

Still, the six-month program was better
than the detention center, he said: He
could open his own doors and walk from
building to building. He was able to join
the basketball team at a neighboring high
school, practicing with his teammates
most afternoons. At times, he would talk
to a counselor, he said.

N.H. was released to a group home in
April, after spending a year away from
home. Now 19, he said he isn’t angry
about his time with the Department of
Youth Rehabilitation Services, but said he
didn’t feel like the agency did its job.

“They’re not rehabilitating nothing,”
he said.
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In South Korea, even kindergartners now attend cram schools

Parents are increasingly preparing 5-year-olds to eventually sit for college entrance exams as competition for universities grows ever more fierce

BY MICHELLE YE HEE LEE

SEOUL — The South Korean Kkin-
dergartners squirmed through
their English-language writing
class. They were not doing their
ABCs. They were getting a head
start on a defining moment more
than a decade in the future: their
college entrance exam.

Write a paragraph of five to
eight sentences using five syn-
onyms for “large,” said Ms. Keri,
their teacher. The kids began
jotting down ideas in neat hand-
writing.

But their minds wandered eas-
ily. “Make a stinky paragraph!”
one girl yelled in English. The
class erupted into uproarious gig-
gles, echoing: “Stinky! Stinky!”

South Korea has long been
notorious for its hothouse educa-
tion system, where Kkids go from
classes at middle or high school
straight to after-hours tutoring at
cram schools, often until 10 or 11
p.m.

These private programs pre-
pare students for extremely diffi-
cult college entrance exams. Get-
ting into an elite university is
often seen as the golden ticket to
a stable career at a top-tier com-
pany or government ministry.

But the race to the top schools
is intensifying amid a widening
income gap, fueling parents’ anxi-
eties about their children’s future
job security, experts say.

As aresult, some parents think
it’s never too early to start prepar-
ing for college. Nearly half of
children under 6 are now receiv-
ing some type of private educa-
tion, most commonly English
classes, according to a govern-
ment survey released in March.

“The opportunities to succeed
keep dwindling, but there is one
rare path that remains available,
which is going to a good univer-
sity,” said Won-pyo Hong, a pro-
fessor of education at Yonsei Uni-
versity in Seoul. “Then, of course,
the competition to get into a good
university becomes fiercer.”

The 6-year-olds learning from
Ms. Keri — Keri Schnabel, a 31-
year-old from Rhode Island — are
among a growing cohort of South
Korean children who are enrolled
in private early-education pro-
grams. Such programs are almost
always focused on developing
English fluency — a must-have
for social mobility and a marker
of intellect and wealth.

Some curriculums claim to
teach math skills so advanced the
kindergartners would be on track
for medical school. There are

g
.
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Kindergarten students practice writing at Twinkle English Academy, a private cram school in Seoul, last week.

even classes that train toddlers to
sit without fidgeting for up to an
hour at a time, to build study
habits early.

These niche programs have be-
come increasingly popular in the
most affluent areas of Seoul,
where some families shell out
upward of $1,400 for the classes
and related fees every month.
They are now spreading through-
out the country and gaining at-
tention from the broader public,
sparking debate over South Ko-
rea’s cutthroat education system
and the private education boom.

“We need to seriously consider
the excessive desire for private
education, excessive investment,
and excessive academic and psy-
chological pressure on our chil-
dren,” Hong said.

The skyrocketing cost of giving
a child the best shot in life is one
of the reasons South Korea has
the world’s lowest fertility rate
and is facing a demographic cri-
sis. Government surveys show
the rising cost of private educa-
tion is one of the factors deterring
couples from having more than

one child or starting a family at
all.

Critics of private education say
the industry is stoking parents’
anxieties by creating a sense of
urgency and desperation.

Gaining an advantage

These early-childhood English
classes are usually taught by na-
tive English speakers, such as
Schnabel, who teaches at Twinkle
English Academy in the affluent
Seoul neighborhood of Mokdong.

The 5- and 6-year-olds in her
class learn about idioms, similes
and parts of speech from U.S.
textbooks, including one for
American second-graders.

They speak in fluent English to
each other and their teacher —
sometimes about “eating lava,’
sometimes describing black holes
as a “giant singularity.”

By the end of this program,
they will write two-page essays
with an introduction, three body
paragraphs and a conclusion —
the skill level of an American
third-grader.

Doing well in cram kindergar-

Keri Schnabel teaches a story-writing class to kindergarten students at Twinkle English Academy. The
31-year-old from Rhode Island has been teaching at cram schools in South Korea for several years.

ten will help them get into an elite
cram school in first grade.

“The point of the English kin-
dergarten is to do well in the next
level, which is in elementary
school,” said Kim Hye-jin, 37,
whose 5-year-old attends English
classes in Daechi, where private
educational institutions are con-
centrated, in the ritzy Gangnam
district.

“For the top cram schools, you
have to get in early because the
other schools don’t come close to
how good their programs are. So
if you enroll later on, it becomes
more difficult to follow their cur-
riculum,” said Kim, an office
worker.

Those places have long wait
lists for prospective first-graders,
who are required to take entrance
exams. A recent documentary by
the broadcaster KBS found some
of the entrance tests are at the
English and math level of high
school freshmen.

“Only the few top cram schools
offer these tests, so they don’t
have many spots open. So the
door to enter those schools gets

smaller and smaller,” said Lee
Mi-ae, an education consultant in
Daechi. “Parents’ dreams and am-
bitions, and those academies that
fan these flames, have led this
industry to balloon.”

This has given rise to “prep”
programs, mostly in Daechi, to
specifically train kids to take
entrance exams for elementary-
level cram schools. Some of these
programs teach children to mem-
orize entire essays to regurgitate
later.

Prep schools pepper social me-
dia with advertisements claiming
high success rates, and there is
even a black market for entrance
exams to help kids study.

The Education Ministry last
month launched an investigation
into these marketing practices
and extreme prep programs.

An ‘unavoidable’ system

In Daechi, buildings are lined
with signs for an assortment of
“study cafes” and cram schools —
English, math, coding, debating
and more. There are even rest
areas for students to take a

breather between classes, includ-
ing a “screaming zone” where
they can vent.

The neighborhood is known
for its relentless academic focus,
extreme even for South Korea,
and for launching kindergarten
cram classes.

“They say children these days
don't meet friends at play-
grounds; they meet them at cram
school,” said Kim, the Daechi
parent. “That’s how unavoidable
it is. As a parent, I just have to try
to make the best decisions I can.”

Kim and other parents are
worried about their kids burning
out. They also worry about their
kids falling behind compared
with their peers, or otherwise
being left out of a system that
promises to set their children up
for elite education and a success-
ful life.

“All of these mothers are pour-
ing so much energy and attention
into their children who are just [6
years old],” Kim said. “So I worry
a lot about how much worse it
will get once they start elemen-
tary school.”

More psychiatric and alterna-
tive medicine clinics are cropping
up in the Gangnam area, accord-
ing to domestic media reports.
The number of health insurance
claims for depression and anxiety
among children 8 and under in
the area has more than tripled in
the past five years, according to
figures released in April by the
education committee in South
Korea’s legislature.

Seo Dong-ju, 41, whose 5-year-
old attends a less intensive Eng-
lish school in the Gangnam area,
is not convinced that a competi-
tive cram-school path is the right
one for his son.

“My Kkid still loves dinosaurs
and animals, so much that we
always take him to the aquarium,”
said Seo, a thoracic surgeon.

Seo said he is concerned about
the long-term physical, psycho-
logical and societal impacts of
excessive schooling on little chil-
dren.

“I think this culture needs to
change dramatically,” Seo said.
He hopes to see policymakers
overhaul a system that he be-
lieves is a disservice to the na-
tion’s youngest.

“This is the biggest problem
facing our children’s generation
right now,” he said. “The most
pitiful thing is that by the time it
materializes into societal prob-
lems, it will be too late for them.”

So Jin Jung contributed to this report.

Daechi, a neighborhood in Seoul’s ritzy Gangnam district, is known for its concentration of private
educational institutions. There are even rest areas for students to take a breather between classes.

KOREAN PENINSULA

South halts anti-North
propaganda broadecast

South Korea’s military shut
down loudspeakers broadcasting
anti-North Korea propaganda
along the inter-Korean border
on Wednesday, marking the new
liberal government’s first
concrete step toward easing
tensions between the
war-divided rivals.

The South resumed the daily
loudspeaker broadcasts in June
last year following a years-long
pause in retaliation for North
Korea flying trash-laden balloons
toward the South in a
psychological warfare campaign.

South Korea’s Defense
Ministry said the move, ordered
by President Lee Jae-myung, was
part of efforts “to restore trust in
inter-Korean relations and
promote peace on the Korean

Peninsula.” Kang Yu-jung, Lee’s
spokesperson, described the
decision as a “proactive step” to
reduce military tensions and
ease the burden for South
Koreans residing in border areas,
who have also been affected by
North Korea’s retaliatory
loudspeaker broadcasts.

North Korea, which is
extremely sensitive to any
outside criticism of its
authoritarian leadership and its
third-generation ruler, Kim Jong
Un, didn’t immediately comment
on the step by Seoul.

— Associated Press

POLAND

Coalition government
wins confidence vote

Poland’s pro-European
coalition government won a vote
of confidence on Wednesday, an
outcome that Prime Minister

DIGEST

Donald Tusk hopes will give his
cabinet new momentum after it
was shaken by a setback in the
presidential election.

Rafal Trzaskowski from Tusk’s
Civic Coalition was defeated by
nationalist Karol Nawrocki in
the June 1 runoff vote,
unleashing recriminations from
the smaller partners in the
coalition government and
casting doubt over the
administration’s future when a
hostile president is able to wield
veto powers.

Tusk’s broad coalition has
242 lawmakers in the 460-seat
lower house, or Sejm, meaning it
was always likely to survive
Wednesday’s vote of confidence.
However, he added that he still
needed to regain voters’
confidence: “We need to do
much more.” In a debate ahead of
the vote, Tusk listed higher
defense spending and a cut in
visa issuance for migrants as

major achievements since he
took power in December 2023.
— Reuters

TURKEY

Politician on trial for
hostility accusation

A Turkish far-right politician
accused of inciting public hatred
and hostility went on trial
Wednesday in a case critics view
as an effort to suppress
opposition to the president.

Umit Ozdag, the leader of
Turkey’s Victory Party, was
detained in January over
accusations he insulted
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan
with comments he made during
a party meeting in Antalya.

A day later Ozdag was
formally arrested and charged
with inciting hatred against
migrants. He was blamed for last
year’s anti-Syrian refugee riots in

the central Turkish province of
Kayseri last year, during which
hundreds of homes and
businesses were attacked.

Prosecutors have presented a
series of posts from Ozdag’s
social media as evidence against
him. He faces up to four years in
prison if found guilty.

— Associated Press

Taiwan was struck by an
earthquake about 44..1 miles
south of Hualien City,
monitoring agencies said. The
quake hit seconds after
cellphone alarms went off at 7:01
p-m. Wednesday. The United
States Geological Survey
reported the quake had a
magnitude of 5.9 and was
detected at a depth of 19.3 miles.
Taiwan’s Central Weather
Administration gave the
magnitude as 6.4. Such
variations are common given
differences in sensitivity and

detector locations. Buildings in
Taipei shook for about a minute.

Kosovo said on Wednesday it
has agreed to a request from the
United States to temporarily
accept up to 50 third-country
migrants a year, according to the
government press office. The
Balkan country’s government
said “over the course of a year, up
to fifty individuals may be
temporarily relocated, with the
aim of facilitating their safe
return to their home country,” in
response to a question.
Immediately upon taking office
in January, U.S. President
Donald Trump started plans for
mass deportation to make good
on campaign promises to crack
down on illegal immigration. It
was not clear when Washington
made the request or whether it
made similar requests to other
countries in the region.

— From news services
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Anti-immigrant
riots roil town in
Northern Ireland

Rumors about alleged
sexual assault fuel two
nights of rampaging

BY STEVE HENDRIX

LONDON — Rioters broke win-
dows, torched cars and attacked
police with bricks and petrol
bombs for a second night in a
Northern Ireland town late Tues-
day, after public anger over an
alleged sexual assault rumored to
have been committed by Roma-
nian immigrants morphed into a
xenophobic rampage.

More than 17 officers were
injured and several homes and
vehicles damaged after what po-
lice called a “sustained attack” by
dozens of protesters, many wear-
ing masks and hoods, in Ballyme-
na, a town of 32,000 just north of
Belfast. Cars and garbage piles
were set aflame on rubble-strewn
streets. Fifteen officers were hurt
in clashes the previous night.

Witnesses described immi-
grant families hiding in attics or
fleeing their homes as rioters
broke windows and tried to set
curtains on fire. Some residents
displayed the Union Jack flag in
their windows to avoid being
targeted by what the local police
chief described as “racist thug-
gery, pure and simple.”

Several houses had signs de-
claring “Filipino lives here” —
apparently in hopes of redirect-
ing attackers to other targets.

Riot squads were brought
from all over the country as
reinforcements, and video
showed police using water can-
nons to blast the advancing
mobs. Five people were arrested,
and police said they were review-
ing footage to identify additional
participants in the melee.

The unrest, which officials
warned could continue for a
third night or longer, is just the
latest violent flare-up over mi-
gration in some British commu-

nities.

Four days of riots erupted in a
suburb of Liverpool, England,
last year after a person arrested
in the Kkilling of three girls at a
dance event was falsely identi-
fied online as a Muslim asylum
seeker. Last month, after a driver
plowed into a crowd celebrating
a soccer championship, Liver-
pool police broke precedent by
quickly identifying the suspect as
a White British citizen to head off
spiraling disinformation and ra-
cial conflict.

The unrest in Ballymena be-
gan after the arrest Sunday of
two 14-year-old boys on suspi-
cion of sexually assaulting a girl,
officials said. Authorities did not
identify the suspects, but when
the pair appeared in juvenile
court by video link Monday, the
charges of attempted oral rape
were read to them by a Roma-
nian interpreter, sparking wide-
spread speculation that the boys
were from Eastern Europe.

Court officials have released
no further information about the
suspects, and their nationality
and residency status in the Unit-
ed Kingdom remained unclear.
They were denied bail and are
scheduled to appear again in
court on July 2, the BBC report-
ed.

Anger at the arrests spread
quickly. A vigil, originally orga-
nized to support the alleged vic-
tim, quickly turned violent Mon-
day when some participants
broke away and began smashing
windows in a part of the town
where many immigrant families
live and close to where the as-
sault is alleged to have occurred.
Protesters set up barricades and
gathered blocks and other pro-
jectiles to hurl at police.

Officials said they did not
believe the violence was planned
by organized groups and have
detected no involvement by the
paramilitary groups that still ex-
ist in Northern Ireland but in
forms far diminished from the
days when the region was beset
by sectarian strife. But rioters

CHARLES MCQUILLAN/GETTY IMAGES

Protesters set alight vehicles and hurl projectiles in Ballymena, Northern Ireland, on Tuesday in what
police described as “racist thuggery, pure and simple.” The violence erupted after rumors spread that
two teenagers arrested Sunday on suspicion of sexually assaulting a girl were from Eastern Europe.
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were connecting with others
through the internet, the author-
ities said.

There was “widespread live-
streaming on social media of the
violence, directing people where
to go, how to get around the
police barricades,” Sian Mulhol-
land, Ballymena’s Legislative As-
sembly representative, told the
BBC.

Mulholland described helping
to evacuate a pregnant woman
from one burning house. “We
were able to direct the police to
remove that family and get them
out of the area to safety, to the
police station,” she said.

The violence was largely
quelled by about 1 a.m. Wednes-
day, police said. The family of the
alleged victim condemned the
violence, and authorities called
for the public’s assistance in
helping to trace the perpetrators.

British Prime Minister Keir
Starmer’s office said it was moni-
toring the situation, calling it
“very disturbing.” Officials said
additional reinforcements from
England and Wales were ready to
be deployed if needed.

‘Murder maps” show those in medieval England were in for a bloody time

BY LEO SANDS

LONDON — A saddlemaker am-
bushed outside a brewhouse. A
man stabbed to death after he
stumbled over a heap of dung
while trying to flee a fight. And a
priest killed by three knife-wield-
ing assailants, possibly on the
orders of a noblewoman accused
of having an affair with him.

Each of these attacks took
place at the same violent “hot
spot” in medieval London, and
they were among more than 350
homicides committed across
three English cities that have
been chronicled in extraordinary
detail by a small team of academ-
ics and enthusiasts.

Using 14th-century coroners’
rolls and other archival sources,
Manuel Eisner, a criminologist at
the University of Cambridge, has
spent 15 years working on inter-
active tools he calls “murder
maps” with the help of a team
including his wife and daughter.

“Each of these stories shines a
little spotlight on an event in
some corner of London,” Eisner
said in a phone interview last
week.

Taken together and analyzed
in a peer-reviewed paper pub-
lished this month, their findings
offer a glimpse into the dark
underbelly of medieval life in
London, Oxford and York. They

also reveal some trends that may
surprise modern readers: Some
of the deadliest hot spots were in
the most affluent areas, and male
college students were among the
most frequent Killers. The au-
thors also found that slayings
tended to cluster in high-footfall
outdoor areas and that the ma-
jority of killers enjoyed impunity.

“Homicide was much more
frequent than it is in modern
times,” Eisner said. The deadliest
of the cities was Oxford, which he
estimated to have ahomicide rate
of about 100 per 100,000 inhabit-
ants in the 14th century, while
London and York hovered at 20
to 25 per 100,000. (In 2023, the
most recent year for which data is
available, London’s homicide
rate was about 1.2 per 100,000
inhabitants.)

Oxford’s “spectacularly high”
homicide rate was partly because
it was home to so many college
students, who made up the ma-
jority of both victims and sus-
pected Kkillers, Eisner said.

The students were mostly
teenage men and boys, far from
home, who frequently engaged in
gang-like fights with one another
and with townspeople. The de-
tails of how they met their un-
timely ends are varied: In one
case, a mob of students ram-
paged through the city with bows
and arrows. In another, a student

was mistakenly killed after he
stepped out in the middle of the
night to wurinate, becoming
caught between two warring
gangs of students.

Hannah Skoda, a historian at
the University of Oxford, uses the
map to teach medieval history to
contemporary Oxford under-
graduates (who are far less blood-
thirsty than their predecessors).
“Thinking about space really
gives us a different perspective
on what’s going on,” she said in a
phone interview.

As she looked at the map of
Oxford with some of her students
during a lesson in her office, the
group’s attention was drawn to
one pinpoint in particular, she
said. “A murder had taken place
literally right outside my window
in the 14th century!”

By mapping the homicides,
Skoda says, it’s possible to physi-
cally explore the locations and
picture the scene of the crime:
Who may have seen the attack?
Was it a premeditated ambush, or
a sudden outburst of violence?

Poorer neighborhoods were
not associated with higher rates
of homicide, the study said, “con-
trary to findings in modern soci-
eties”

In London, for instance, the
most prominent homicide hot
spot was Westcheap, which Eis-
ner described as the medieval

equivalent of New York’s Fifth
Avenue. “It’s the widest street in
London, it has the tallest build-
ings on both sides, it’s the loca-
tion of all the upscale markets,”
Eisner said, adding: “I would not
have expected a concentration of
assassinations in these presti-
gious, highly visible places.”

Eisner and his team mapped
over 20 Kkillings on Westcheap’s
500-yard-long street and its off-
shoots, including one of the high-
est-profile attacks: the 1337 mur-
der of John Ford, a priest who
was set upon by a knife-wielding
gang in broad daylight.

A jurors’ report from the time
noted that Ford had been in-
volved in a long-running dispute
with the sister of one of his
assailants, a noblewoman named
Ela Fitzpayne.

However, her possible motive
remained a mystery to historians
until Eisner found further docu-
ments as part of his project. Some
years before the murder, the
archbishop of Canterbury had
denounced Fitzpayne, accusing
her of having a sexual affair with
Ford, and she was ordered to
walk barefoot along the length of
Salisbury Cathedral carrying a
four-pound candle once a year
for seven years as punishment.

This suggested the attack on
Ford could have been “a revenge
killing by a powerful woman

against somebody who’s prob-
ably caused her a lot of prob-
lems,” Eisner said.

The murder “could have been a
soap opera plot,” said Matt Lewis,
who hosts “Gone Medieval,” a
history podcast. “You’ve got the
sex, the intrigue, the divided
loyalties and violence, and the
message that’s being sent by do-
ing it in public.”

The medieval era is also on the
cusp of when detailed official
records of events became avail-
able, so it was ripe for intrigue
and investigation, Lewis said. “It
makes it a great place to go
mining for these stories.”

According to the research,
over 90 percent of recorded
homicide victims and suspected
killers in all three cities were men
— although Eisner cautioned
that domestic violence against
women and children may have
gone underreported.

The research also shines a
light on medieval England’s
criminal justice process. After a
killing, passersby were obliged by
law to raise a hue and cry out for
help. A coroner would then sum-
mon an investigative jury that
would identify a suspect — al-
though only about 23 percent of
recorded homicide cases resulted
in an arrest, according to the
research.

“Conviction rates were not

only very low because people ran
away, but also they were quite
low because at that time many
people were of the understand-
ing that if you were attacked by
somebody, you had to fight back,”
Eisner said. In many cases, the
jury would determine that the
killer was acting in self-defense.

Unlike those accused of crimes
such as theft, suspected Killers
came from across the social spec-
trum — including the elite, Eis-
ner said. That provided another
motivation, Eisner suggested, for
ajury to return an acquittal.

In the murder of Ford, for
example, Fitzpayne was never
tried, and only one person — one
of her servants — was eventually
convicted, Eisner said.

“Some of the things that aristo-
crats and the well-off get up to in
this period are completely terri-
fying,” said Skoda, the Oxford
historian. “Violence is seen as a
way of dealing with things right
across the social spectrum.”

People would have found the
public Killings terrifying, Skoda
said, adding that that would ex-
plain why so many of the crimes
— including Ford’s killing — were
committed in busy thorough-
fares.

“It’s clearly intended to be
spectacular and to terrify and
humiliate in a public sense,” Sko-
da said.

Argentina’s

BY ANA VANESSA HERRERO
AND SAMANTHA SCHMIDT

Argentina’s Supreme Court has
upheld a six-year prison sentence
against Cristina Fernandez de
Kirchner, the polarizing former
president and one of the country’s
most influential politicians, bar-
ring her from public office for life.

Kirchner, 72, was formally
charged with corruption Tuesday
and given five days to present
herself before the court to be
arrested.

The ruling delivers a stunning
blow to the woman who has per-
sonified the country’s powerful
Peronista movement and loomed
large over Argentine society for
two decades. She ruled Argentina
from 2007 to 2015, following her

TC;MAS CUESTA/REEF;S
Cristina Fernandez de Kirchner
ruled from 2007 to 2015.

husband, Nestor Kirchner, and
later served as vice president un-
til the 2023 election of libertarian
Javier Milei.

Kirchner, who is the head of

the leftist Justicialist party, the
principal opposition to the right-
wing Milei government, rejected
the accusations against her and
accused the government of perse-
cuting the opposition.

“Isn’t it paradoxical that they
enjoy absolute freedom to contin-
ue doing the same things, causing
the same pain, the same suffering
to the Argentine people,” she said
of the political right. “They are
free and I am a prisoner.”

Kirchner also questioned the
timing of the ruling, which came
as she planned to pursue a politi-
cal comeback in upcoming elec-
tions in the Buenos Aires provin-
cial legislature.

Many Argentines, including
the Milei government, accuse
Kirchner of stealing from the

former president sentenced to prison,

country and sending its economy
into one economic crisis after
another. Milei, a radical libertari-
an friendly with President Don-
ald Trump, rode a wave of anger
at the Peronist political establish-
ment to win the 2023 election and
shift the country dramatically to
the right.

Still, Kirchner continues to gal-
vanize a movement of loyal fans.
She received the news Tuesday
surrounded by supporters that
gathered in the streets of Buenos
Aires and blocked some high-
ways.

Milei wrote on X after the
ruling was made public: “Justice.
The end”

Kirchner was accused of cor-
ruption after investigations de-
termined that she and her late

husband created a construction
company and signed contracts in
the Santa Cruz province. During
12 years their company received
almost 80 percent of the public
contracts in the province.

She was convicted in 2022,
when a panel of three judges
found her guilty of fraud for di-
recting millions of dollars in tax-
payer money to a family friend.
She denied any wrongdoing. Sev-
eral officials from her administra-
tion have been convicted in sepa-
rate corruption cases.

Kirchner continues to face
multiple trials on corruption
charges. In March, Secretary of
State Marco Rubio barred Kirch-
ner from entering the United
States over her “involvement in
significant corruption” during

barred from public office

her time in office.

It is unclear whether the for-
mer president will serve prison
time, in part because of her age.
Argentine law allows people over
70 to serve house arrest. Her
lawyer told local news media
Tuesday that they will ask for her
to serve her sentence at home.
The court ordered that “special
security measures” be taken, giv-
en an assassination attempt
against Kirchner in 2022.

“As always, we’ll put our bodies
on the line because we don’t run
away, that’s what the right-
winged mafia does. We Peronists
stay here and put our faces and
bodies on the line,” Kirchner said
to supporters outside her party
headquarters Tuesday. “We’re not
mafia.”
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U.S. adjusts posture as
Israel may strike Iran

BY JOHN HUDSON,
KAREN DEYOUNG,
DAN LAMOTHE
AND ApAM TAYLOR

The United States is on high
alert in anticipation of a poten-
tial Israeli strike on Iran, with
the State Department authoriz-
ing the evacuation of some per-
sonnel in Iraq and the Pentagon
green-lighting the departure of
military family members across
the Middle East.

The heightened security envi-
ronment comes as President
Donald Trump expresses dim-
ming hopes of achieving a deal
with Iran that would restrict its
nuclear program and forestall a
potentially cataclysmal military
confrontation in the Middle East.

“I'm less confident now than I
would have been a couple of
months ago. Something hap-
pened to them, but I am much
less confident of a deal being
made,” Trump told the New York
Post.

In recent months, U.S. intelli-
gence officials have grown in-
creasingly concerned that Israel
may choose to strike Iran’s nu-
clear facilities without the con-
sent of the United States. Such a
move would almost certainly
scuttle the Trump administra-
tion’s delicate nuclear negotia-
tions and prompt an Iranian
retaliation on U.S. assets in the
region.

Tehran has long said the U.S.,
as Israel’s biggest military and
political supporter, would suffer
consequences in the event of an
Israeli strike on Iran.

The State Department recent-
ly ordered all embassies within
striking distance of Iranian as-
sets — including missions in the
Middle East, Eastern Europe and
Northern Africa — to convene
emergency action committees
and send cables back to Washing-
ton about measures to mitigate
risks.

That procedure led to Secre-
tary of State Marco Rubio’s deci-
sion Wednesday to authorize the
departure of nonessential per-
sonnel in Iraq.

“We are constantly assessing
the appropriate personnel pos-
ture at all our embassies,” said a
State Department official who,
like others, spoke on the condi-
tion of anonymity to discuss a
sensitive security matter. “Based
on our latest analysis, we decided
to reduce the footprint of our
mission in Iraq.”

Defense Secretary Pete Heg-
seth, meanwhile, has authorized
the “voluntary departure” of mil-
itary family members from in-
stallations across the Middle
East, a defense official said.

U.S. Central Command, the
military headquarters oversee-
ing the region, is working in
close coordination with State
Department counterparts and al-
lies to maintain a constant state
of readiness to support numer-
ous missions at any time, the
official added.

“We are watching and wor-
ried,” one senior diplomat in the
region said. “We think it’s more
serious than any other time in
the past”

Iran has urged the U.S. to
prioritize a negotiated solution,
with its mission to the United
Nations saying that “diplomacy
— not militarism — is the only
path forward.”

“Iran is not seeking a nuclear
weapon, and U.S. militarism only
fuels instability,” the Iranian mis-
sion said on social media. “CEN-
TCOM'’s legacy of fueling region-
al instability, through arming
aggressors and enabling Israeli
crimes, strips it of any credibility
to speak on peace or non-prolif-
eration.”

Iran and the U.S. are tentative-
ly scheduled to hold a sixth
round of direct talks in Oman on
Sunday between U.S. negotiator
Steve Witkoff and Iranian For-
eign Minister Abbas Araghchi,
along with discussions between
their technical teams. But people
familiar with the planning said
Wednesday that it is possible
that talks may not happen.

Trump has described the nego-
tiations, which began in April, as
heading in a positive direction
and has said he told Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu to
hold off on any military plans.
But on Wednesday, Trump said
he was “less confident” that Iran
would agree to U.S. demands
that it completely shut down its
nuclear enrichment program.

“They seem to be delaying,
and I think that’s a shame,” he
said.

He has frequently said that
Iran would never be allowed to
have a nuclear weapon and has
threatened military action if an
agreement is not reached.

In a post on X on Wednesday,
Araghchi said that Trump’s de-
mand that Iran not develop a
nuclear weapon “is actually in
line with our own doctrine and
could become the main founda-
tion for a deal.”

“It is clear that an agreement
that can ensure the continued
peaceful nature of Iran’s nuclear
program is within reach — and
could be achieved rapidly,” he
said.

Although Witkoff indicated
early in the negotiations that
some kind of compromise could
be reached that would allow Iran
to continue producing a small
quantity of low-enriched urani-
um for civil purposes, the admin-
istration has since rejected that
possibility.

The International Atomic En-
ergy Agency board of governors
is meeting this week in Vienna,
where Director General Rafael
Grossi reported Tuesday that
Iran has dramatically increased
the amount of near-weapons-
grade material it possesses.

Under the 2015 nuclear agree-
ment signed with the Obama
administration and other world
powers, Iran agreed to limit its
enrichment to a low level for
medical, energy and research
purposes in exchange for the
lifting of harsh economic sanc-
tions.

After Trump dropped out of
the agreement in 2018 during his
first term in office and reim-
posed U.S. sanctions, Tehran be-
gan producing and stockpiling
highly enriched uranium. The
IAEA reports Iran now has a
900-pound stockpile of fuel, just
a step away from what could be
used in a nuclear weapon.

The agency also has concluded
that Iran carried out secret nu-
clear-related activities more
than two decades ago with unde-
clared nuclear material at three
locations inside the country.

The IAEA for years has de-
manded Iran explain those find-
ings and received no adequate
response. European signatories
to the agreement — Britain,
France and Germany — have
threatened to exercise “snap-
back” rights and reimpose their
own sanctions on Iran for non-
compliance.

In a contentious meeting
Wednesday, Iran’s envoy to the
IAEA, Reza Najafi, charged the
Europeans with violating the de-
cade-old agreement, which tech-
nically still remains in effect,
claiming they failed to lift all of
their own sanctions when the
original deal was struck.

In a separate post Wednesday,
Araghchi said that “instead of
displaying remorse or a desire to
facilitate diplomacy,” the Euro-
peans were “promoting confron-
tation through the absurd de-
mand that Iran must be pun-
ished for exercising its right”
under the agreement “to respond
to non-performance by counter-
parts.”

If the IAEA governors proceed
with plans to vote on a resolution
against Iran at the end of their
week-long  meeting  Friday,
Araghchi said, Iran will “react
STRONGLY. Blame will lie solely
and FULLY with malign actors
who shatter their own rel-
evance.”

Susannah George in Dubai, Suzan
Haidamous in Beirut, Kareem Fahim
in Istanbul and Mustafa Salim in
Baghdad contributed to this report.
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Secretary of State Marco Rubio, seen last month on Capitol Hill,
authorized the departure of nonessential personnel in Iraq.
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High school students prepare for the high-stakes gaokao college entrance exam last month in Fuyang in eastern China’s Anhui province.

Al in China leashed for national exam

BY SAMMY WESTFALL
AND Lyric L1

As more than 13 million stu-
dents filed into rooms across Chi-
na to sit for the notoriously gruel-
ing, high-stakes gaokao college
entrance exam, they already faced
strict anti-cheating and real-time
surveillance measures, including
facial recognition technology,
metal detectors, drones and cell-
phone-signal blockers. Vehicles
transporting the test papers —
classified as state secrets — are
equipped with video surveillance.
Copies of the test are stored in
steel-reinforced rooms that can
only be opened by three people,
each wielding their own key. Chi-
na made cheating on exams a
criminal act in 2015 — punishable
in some cases by prison sentences.

But as technology changes the
education landscape, new ways to
cheat have emerged. This year, Al
companies joined in, adding a
new layer to the ring of walls and
moats around the exam.

The gaokao almost singularly
determines university admission
for China’s high school seniors.
The nine-hour test covers math,
language and foreign language.
Many students study for years.

The ruling Communist Party
argues that the standardized test
isasocial equalizer for the country

of some 1.4 billion people.

This week, as students sat for
their make-or-break exams, some
major Chinese AI companies ap-
peared to freeze certain functions
during testing hours, with at least
one — Shenzhen-headquartered
tech giant Tencent — explicitly
citing the integrity of the test to
explain why certain features were
unavailable.

“Dear user, to ensure the fair-
ness of gaokao, this function is
unavailable during gaokao hours.
Tencent Yuanbao wishes gaokao
sitters all success in the exams.
[Unavailable: 08:00-12:30, 14:30-
18:15 on June 9 and 08:00-12:30,
15:00-17:00 on June 10,” Tencent’s
chatbot Yuanbao said in response
to attempts to upload photos of
generic test papers during the
exam window.

Chinese Al model DeepSeek did
not allow users to upload photos
of test papers during the same
period. Asked if photo recognition
was suspended because of the
exam, the chatbot answered: “yes.
Deepseek Chat could temporarily
suspend photo recognition for test
question search during gaokao
and other important exams,” to
prevent the technology from be-
ing used to cheat. It added that
“China’s Ministry of Education
and other relevant departments
usually orders the restriction of

snap for answer search functions
during important exams.” It said
relevant functions usually “return
tonormal after gaokao,” and asked
users to try again later.

Al tool Kimi allowed photo rec-
ognition on Tuesday, but upload-
ing failed when it detected a test
exam or paper. Doubao, the AT app
owned by TikTok’s parent compa-
ny ByteDance, appeared to sus-
pend the uploading of test paper
photos or screenshots, though
other photos worked fine.

A spokeswoman for ByteDance
said the company did not want to
comment immediately. The other
companies in question did not
respond to requests for comment.

This year, some schools in Chi-
na used real-time AI patrol and
surveillance systems to check for
suspicious behavior in the exam
room: whispering, peeking, pass-
ing objects, answering early or
using prohibited tools, Chinese
state media outlets reported. It
can detect the behavior during the
exam and with a “post-exam intel-
ligent search,” a Global Times arti-
cle said.

Discovered instances of cheat-
ing on the exam have stoked past
controversies.

One high-profile case involved
120 university students allegedly
using fake fingerprint mem-
branes to enter the test rooms on

behalf ofhigh-paying high-school-
ers in Henan province in 2014,
South China Morning Post report-
ed.

Chinese law enforcement ar-
rested more than “50 criminal sus-
pects from 12 criminal gangs” and
seized more than 100,000 sets of
wireless equipment designed to
facilitate gaokao cheating in 2018,
the government announced that
year. Many tens of millions of dol-
lars were involved in the cheating
ring.

In 2016, six teachers were im-
prisoned for “illegally obtaining
state secrets,” after they were con-
victed for helping their students
cheat on the gaokao.

State-run network CGTN once
broadcast a video of a huddle of
parents helping one student re-
move his pants zippers — a piece
of metal dinged by the security
detectors that nearly made him
miss the test. After finally remov-
ingthe metal pull tabs, he sprinted
into a school building just in time.

This year’s multiday testing pe-
riod ended Tuesday. State-affiliat-
ed Chinese outlet Global Times
published photos of lines of par-
ents waiting to greet the students
with flower bouquets and high-
fives.

Christian Shepherd contributed to this
report.

T. rex ancestor identified in Mongolian collection

BY CAROLYN Y. JOHNSON

A new species of early tyran-
nosaur, dubbed the “prince of
dragons,” has been discovered
lurking in a collection of fossils
first excavated in Mongolia in the
early 1970s, scientists said
Wednesday in the journal Na-
ture.

Khankhuuluu mongoliensis —
its scientific name — is an evolu-
tionary ancestor of the most
famous tyrannosaur, the “tyrant
lizard king,” T. rex.

With their bone-crushing
bites and spindly little arms,
large tyrannosaurs (scientifically
known as “eutyrannosaurians”)
are the celebrities of the dino-
saur world.

But they started off as small-
bodied tyrannosauroids some
150 million years ago in the
Jurassic period. It wasn’t until
the late Cretaceous that they
began evolving into the giants
that ignite people’s imagina-
tions.

Their precise evolutionary ori-
gins, however, have long been
murky. A critical swath of the
family tree is blank.

Khankhuuluu, known from
two partial skeletons in fossil
collections at the Institute of
Paleontology in Mongolia, helps
fill in this gap — a transitional
86-million-year-old species that
represents the closest known
ancestor to the famed late tyran-
nosaurs.

Previously, it had been de-
scribed as an alectrosaurus, an-
other early tyrannosaur. Asked
for a modern-day comparison,
University of Calgary graduate
student Jared Voris, who led the
work, said to imagine a large,
predatory horse.

“What makes them so impor-
tant is their age,” said Stephen
Brusatte, a paleontologist at the
University of Edinburgh who
was not involved in the study.
“They are about 86 million years
old, a good 20 million years older

JULIUS CSOTONYI

Khankhuuluu, the “prince of dragons,” lived 86 million years ago.

than T. rex. It has been a frustrat-
ing gap in the record.”

Voris was on a research trip in
Mongolia in 2023 when he sent a
text halfway across the world to
his adviser, Darla Zelenitsky, an
associate professor of paleontol-
ogy. He told her that he thought
some of the fossils he had exam-
ined in a museum collection
were actually a new species.

Those specimens had been
classified for decades as alectro-
saurus, “an enigmatic and poorly
represented tyrannosauroid spe-
cies,” Zelenitsky and Voris wrote
in their study.

What leaped out to Voris ini-
tially was that the snout bone
was hollow, a clear sign that this
was an early ancestor of the
tyrannosaur family. It was the
first of what would come to be
dozens of features that suggested
this creature was something
new.

Zelenitsky, a paleontologist at
the University of Calgary, said
she was excited but cautioned
Voris to take his time.

Some bones were sent to Ja-
pan, where the research team
was able to conduct CT scans to
study them in greater detail. The
scientists also traveled to the

American Museum of Natural
History in New York to study
alectrosaurus fossils to make
sure the animals they were re-
searching were distinct.

“There’s no doubt this is a new
species,’ Zelenitsky said. “There’s
also no doubt that it’s the ances-
tor to these large apex predator
tyrannosaurs.”

The new study reveals an
intermediate form — a slender,
relatively flat-snouted creature.

Other tyrannosaur experts
said it was good to see these
specimens reexamined with
modern techniques and under-
standing. Thomas R. Holtz Jr., a
vertebrate paleontologist at the
University of Maryland, recalled
that in the 1980s, the find in
Mongolia was relatively famous
within the small community of
tyrannosaur specialists.

He was the envy of colleagues
back then, because he had been
able to hunt down a blurry
microfiche of the paper, pub-
lished in an obscure Mongolian
geologic journal in the 1970s.

“It helps fill in a gap in time
and in the evolutionary tree,”
Holtz said.

Khankhuuluu is part of a gold
rush in discoveries that are fill-

ing in more chapters of tyranno-
saur evolution.

Over the past 15 years, there
has been an explosion in discov-
eries of tyrannosaur species, said
Joseph Sertich, a vertebrate pale-
ontologist with the Smithsonian
Tropical Research Institute.

Sometimes, new species come
to light by dusting off old fossils
and finding ones that were mis-
classified in museum collections,
as in the new study.

Other times, scientists dig up
new bones.

Voris and Zelenitsky paint a
picture of species evolution and
migration as tyrannosaurs dis-
persed between Asia and North
America over millions of years.
Khankhuuluu, or another closely
related species, left Asia and
moved into North America, giv-
ing rise to tyrannosaurs there
around 85 million years ago.

Several million years later, a
migration back to Asia resulted
in two new branches of the
tyrannosaur family tree: the gi-
ants on one branch and the
“Pinocchio rexes” — smaller di-
nosaurs with long, slender
snouts — on the other. And at the
very end of tyrannosaur evolu-
tion, one of the giants migrated
back to North America, giving
rise to T. rex.

Sertich drew the analogy to
big cats: Many species can live
alongside one another — leop-
ards, lions or tigers coexisting as
predators in the ecosystem.

“The patterns of evolution we
are uncovering are revealing a
complex story of evolution that
goes far beyond tyrant dinosaurs
and has bearing on the origins of
the modern ecosystems of the
Northern Hemisphere,” Sertich
said.

“Ultimately, this paper is ex-
ploring the ancient connections
between North America and
Asia, two continents that have
shared species, including hu-
mans, for the past 90 million
years.”
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The Naughton Power Plant in Kemmerer, Wyoming, in 2023. Power plants are the second largest source of carbon emissions in the U.S.

EPA aims to roll back emissions rules

Proposals would undo
Biden-era regulations
on power plant pollution

BY JAKE SPRING

The Environmental Protection
Agency announced Wednesday a
proposal to eliminate Biden-era
regulations restricting power
plant greenhouse gas pollution, a
move that would significantly
increase U.S. emissions that con-
tribute to climate change.

In a separate proposal, the EPA
plans to weaken controls on pow-
er plant emissions of mercury
and other toxic chemicals. The
agency will leave in place 2015
controls on these chemicals,
which also include carcinogens
such as arsenic and benzene,
while proposing to strike down
stronger 2024 limits.

The changes could be finalized
by the end of this year and would
represent a dramatic shift in
regulatory priorities, as the
Trump administration moves to
dismantle former president Joe
Biden’s most significant environ-
mental and climate achieve-
ments.

Power plants are the second
largest source of carbon dioxide
emissions after transportation in

the United States, and loosening
the toxics rules probably would
lead to more cases of cancer,
brain damage and birth defects.
Together, the rule changes would
cause thousands of premature
deaths, according to estimates by
the Biden EPA and outside ex-
perts.

Trump officials say they are
seeking to strike a balance be-
tween economic and environ-
mental protections.

“We are proposing to repeal
Obama and Biden rules that have
been criticized as regulating coal,
oil and gas out of existence,” EPA
Administrator Lee Zeldin said.

“Both proposed rules, if final-
ized, would deliver savings to
American families on their elec-
tricity bills, and it will ensure
they have the electricity that they
need.”

The rule changes are part
of the Trump administration’s
multipronged approach to roll-
ing back emission controls. Zel-
din had announced the EPA’s
intention to reconsider these and
many other environmental rules
in March, on what he called “the
most consequential day of dereg-
ulation in American history.”

As The Washington Post re-
ported in February, Zeldin has
been privately urging the White
House to strike down the EPA’s
2009 “endangerment finding,”
which concluded that green-

house gas emissions pose a threat
to human health and welfare,
according to three people briefed
on the matter.

That finding underpins most
of the federal government’s ac-
tions to confront climate change,
including the power plant rules,
by allowing greenhouse gases to
be regulated under the Clean Air
Act.

“By gutting these clean air
standards, the EPA is giving a free
pass to the nation’s dirtiest power
plants and most toxic polluters,”
said Sen. Sheldon Whitehouse
(D-Rhode Island), in a statement
reacting to the EPA announce-
ment.

“Pollutants like mercury and
greenhouse gases are harmful, a
settled scientific fact for decades,
and the evidence has only gotten
stronger.”

Environmental advocates em-
phasized the health risks of
changing the emissions rules.

“The hazardous air pollutants
from coal-fired power plants in
particular are hugely harmful to
health. Mercury is a neurotoxin.
The other emissions host a wide
range of health harms for people
that breathe emissions from
those plants,” said Laura Kate
Bender, vice president of public
policy at the American Lung As-
sociation.

Business groups have argued
that the emissions standards are

too strict, driving up costs for
coal and gas power plants or
forcing them to close down.

“What the Trump administra-
tion is doing is absolutely essen-
tial to saving the grid, and that
means saving the economy, be-
cause without a reliable grid, you
can’t have a productive economy,’
said Myron Ebell, the former
director of the Center for Energy
and Environment at the Compet-
itive Enterprise Institute, a liber-
tarian think tank.

Ebell said the mercury and air
toxics rules already had led coal
plants to close, causing billions of
dollars in economic damage that
won’t be undone by the EPAs
actions. Rescinding greenhouse
gas emissions rules still could
benefit plants that burn fossil
fuels, he said.

The government has been
swinging from one extreme to
another on emissions rules for
more than a decade, Ebell added.
“We’ve been playing ping-pong
on these rules since the Obama
administration. =Obama did
them, Trump undid them, Biden
did them. Trump’s undoing
them.”

The rule changes are certain to
face legal challenges from envi-
ronmental advocates, with Natu-
ral Resources Defense Council
CEO Manish Bapna saying in a
statement that if the EPA goes
ahead, “we’ll see them in court.”

Meta takes $15B stake
in the start-up Scale Al

Data firm’s CEO will lead
superintelligence team
at social media giant

BY NAomI N1ix
AND NITASHA TIKU

Meta has agreed to pay
$14.8 billion for a 49 percent stake
in the artificial intelligence data
firm Scale Al in one of the biggest
acquisitions the social media gi-
anthasmade sinceits 2014:deal to
buy WhatsApp, according to a
person familiar with the matter.

The arrangement with Scale AT
will give the start-up’s CEO, Alex-
andr Wang, a senior position at
Meta leading a team focused on
developing superintelligence,
said the person, who spoke on the
condition of anonymity to discuss
private company matters.

Superintelligence describes a
hypothetical technology that
could perform better than hu-
mans at all tasks. Meta, which is
an existing Scale Al customer, is
expected to expand its use of the
company’s data-labeling services,
the person said. The deal was
reported earlier by the Informa-
tion. The New York Times and
Bloomberg News earlier reported
Meta’s decision to create a new Al
lab. Meta and Scale Al declined to
comment.

The deal will give Meta more
access to Scale Al’s services,
which have shifted over the years.
The company first specialized in
connecting large tech companies
with human contractors to label
the massive amounts of data nec-
essary to train AI models, focus-
ing on self-driving vehicles and
relying on “digital sweatshops” in
areas such as the Philippines.

As the technology progressed
to require little labeling, Scale
pivoted to the types of contractors
and data required for later stages
of AI development, including
making chatbots sound more hu-
man or helping them improve in
specific categories, such as health
care or defense.

Outlier AI, a platform Scale
uses to hire contractors, on Tues-
day advertised 28 roles, mostly for
specialized human trainers focus-
ing on subject areas such as ad-
vanced biology, chemistry and
physics, and for a number of
voice-training roles in languages
including Chinese and Arabic.

Meta’s acquisition could face
scrutiny from antitrust regulators
in the Trump administration who,
while cautious about regulating
Al, have expressed skepticism
about the power and effect of big
technology companies, including
Meta, said William Kovacic, a for-
mer Federal Trade Commission
chair and a law professor at
George Washington University.

The FTC earlier this year opted
notto drop its lawsuit challenging
Meta’s acquisitions of Instagram
and WhatsApp, even after Meta
CEO Mark Zuckerberg lobbied
the White House for a resolution.

Earlier this month, panelists at
an FTC event called for stiff regu-
latory changes to help make the
internet safer for kids and teens.

But FTC Chair Andrew Ferguson
said in September that “AI may
pose a much-needed competitive
and innovative challenge to in-
cumbent Big Tech firms.”

“A knee-jerk regulatory re-
sponse will only squelch innova-
tion, further entrench Big Tech
incumbents, and ensure that Al
innovators move to jurisdictions
friendlier to them — but perhaps
hostile to the United States,” he
added.

Kovacic said that, if antitrust
regulators examine Meta’s acqui-
sition, they would have to deter-
mine whether the company could
be considered a dominant player
in the Al field to take action.

“My sense of looking at the
commentary from the business
community is that Meta is not the
leader in the development of arti-
ficial general intelligence — that it
is trailing the field,” he said.

Meta’s alliance with Wang is
the latest in personnel changes as
the social media giant attempts to
compete with tech firms that have
a stronger reputation in genera-
tive Al, such as OpenAlI, Anthrop-
ic, Google, Microsoft and China-
based DeepSeek. Zuckerberg has
said he expects that Meta’s Al
chatbot will become the leading
Al assistant, besting rivals such as
ChatGPT and Claude.

Meta earned a lot of goodwill
from industry insiders when its
popular AI model, called Llama,
launched in 2023, earning points
for its relative openness as Ope-
nAl and Google began to publish
fewer papers and reveal less
about how their technology was
developed.

But, in recent months, Meta
has faced public stumbles. In
April, it was caught trying to ma-
nipulate a platform for evaluating
Al models called LMArena. And
last month, Meta said it would
delay the rollout of its gargantuan
Al model called Behemoth, ac-
cording to a report in the Wall
Street Journal.

Meanwhile, Meta’s recently
launched AI app, which Zucker-
berg touted in podcast appear-
ances, seems to have fallen flat
with consumers. It is ranked No.
17 in the productivity category on
Apple’s App Store and has fewer
than 10 million downloads on the
Google Play Store.

In April, Joelle Pineau, who had
worked at the company for about
eight years, announced that she
was leaving her post leading
Meta’s Al research lab. During her
tenure, Meta made significant
moves to reshape the once-ind-
ependent artificial-research lab
to be more aligned with the com-
pany’s business and product pri-
orities.

The following month, Meta re-
organized its generative Al team,
splitting the department into two
groups focused on Al research
and consumer products, accord-
ingto an internal memo about the
plans seen by The Washington
Post.

“I believe this structure will be
a major upgrade to overcome the
biggest challenges that I've heard
from many of you, and will help
accelerate our overall progress,”
wrote Meta Chief Product Officer
Chris Cox.

STOCK MARKET

Wall Street stalls after
new inflation report

Wall Street’s rally stalled on
Wednesday after U.S. stocks
climbed back within 2 percent of
their all-time high.

The S&P 500 fell 0.3 percent to
6,022.24 for its first loss in four
days. The Dow Jones Industrial
Average was virtually
unchanged, edging down by one
point to 42,865.77, and the
Nasdaq composite index slipped
0.5 percent to 19,615.88.

In the bond market, the yield
on the 10-year Treasury eased to
4.41 percent from 4.47 percent
late Tuesday. Shorter-term yields,
which more closely track
expectations for what the Federal
Reserve will do with overnight
interest rates, fell more. Several
Big Tech stocks led the way
lower, and a 1.9 percent drop for
Apple was the heaviest weight on
the market. It’s been listless this
week after unveiling several
modest upcoming changes to the
software that runs its devices.

The action was stronger in the
bond market, where Treasury
yields eased after a report
suggested President Donald
Trump’s tariffs are not pushing
inflation much higher, at least
not yet.

U.S. consumers had to pay
prices for food, gasoline and
other costs of living that were
2.4 percent higher overall in May
than a year earlier. That was up
from April’s 2.3 percent inflation
rate, but it wasn’t as bad as the
2.5 percent that Wall Street was
expecting.

A fear has been that Trump’s
wide-ranging tariffs could ignite
an acceleration in inflation, just
when it had seemed to get nearly
all the way back to the Fed’s
2 percent target from more than
9 percent three summers ago.

— Associated Press

TECHNOLOGY

Google offers buyouts
to several key units

Google has offered buyouts to
another swath of its workforce
across several key divisions in a
fresh round of cost-cutting
coming ahead of a court decision
that could order a breakup of its
internet empire. The Mountain
View, California, company
confirmed the streamlining that
was reported by several news
outlets.

It’s not clear how many
employees are affected, but the
offers were made to employees in
Google’s search, advertising,
research and engineering units,
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French President Emmanuel Macron looks at a robot Wednesday
during a visit to the VivaTech start-ups and innovation fair in Paris.
The event bills itself as Europe’s largest start-up and tech event.

according to the Wall Street
Journal. Google employs most of
the nearly 186,000 workers on
the worldwide payroll of its
parent company, Alphabet.
Google is offering the buyouts
while awaiting for a federal
judge to determine its fate after
its ubiquitous search engine was
declared an illegal monopoly as
part of a nearly five-year-old case

by the U.S. Justice Department.
— Associated Press

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE

Nvidia will build Al
platform in Germany
Nvidia will build its first

artificial intelligence cloud
platform for industrial

applications in Germany, CEO
Jensen Huang said at the
VivaTech conference in Paris on
Wednesday. The technology,
which will combine AI with
robotics, will help carmakers
such as BMW and Mercedes-
Benz with processes from
simulating product design to
managing logistics.

In a series of Europe-focused
announcements, Huang outlined
plans to expand technology
centers in several countries,
open up Nvidia’s compute
marketplace for European
companies, help AI model
makers in several languages to
become more advanced and aid
in drug discovery by the likes of
Novo Nordisk.

Huang will be traveling to
Berlin on Friday, said two people
close to the matter, with one of
the people saying he is due to
meet German Chancellor
Friedrich Merz. Nvidia did not
specify where it would build the
plant, at what cost it would do so
or when construction would
start.

— Reuters

ALSO IN BUSINESS

General Mills is considering
selling its Hiagen-Dazs ice
cream stores in China,
Bloomberg News reported on

Wednesday, citing people
familiar with the matter. The
company may seek several
hundred million dollars for the
assets in a sale process that could
begin this year, according to the
report. The discussions are in
early stages and the company
may not pursue a sale,
Bloomberg reported, adding that
General Mills intends to
continue selling Hidagen-Dazs in
places such as supermarkets and
convenience stores in China.
General Mills declined to
comment on the report.

Starlab Space Station developer
Voyager Technologies secured a
valuation of $3.8 billion after its
shares surged 125 percent in
their New York debut on
Wednesday, signaling strong
interest in the defense and space
sector that is expected to thrive
under the Trump administration.
The strong market debut also
adds to a steady IPO recovery
after months of delays sparked
by turbulence stemming from
President Donald Trump’s
shifting tariff policies. The
Denver-based company’s stock
opened at $69.75 apiece, above
the $31 offer price. Voyager
raised $382.8 million by selling
nearly 12.4 million shares in an
upsized IPO.

— From news services
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Economy shows surprising resilience amid tarifl impacts

BY ANDREW ACKERMAN
AND JEFF STEIN

President Donald Trump’s es-
calating trade war may be rattling
corporate boardrooms and slow-
ing consumer spending, but the
U.S. economy so far has kept
humming along.

The latest encouraging sign
came Wednesday, when the Labor
Department reported that infla-
tion remained mild in May, rising
atan annual pace of 2.4 percent —
less than economists had antici-
pated. The labor market contin-
ues to chug as well, adding a
healthy 139,000 jobs last month,
which also beat expectations.

The wave of good news has
surprised analysts who had
braced for higher inflation and
weaker hiring amid Trump’s un-
predictable trade moves — in-
cluding new tariffs that were
quickly scaled back or delayed.
The inflation report landed the
day after U.S. and Chinese negoti-
ators announced a framework for
a deal to reduce tariffs and other
economic restrictions between
the countries, suggesting the ad-
ministration may further retreat
in its global trade war. That could
remove another threat from the
U.S. economy.

“The fact that we have not seen
a bigger impact from tariffs on
both inflation and the labor mar-
ket to date is striking,” said Krish-
na Guha of Evercore ISI.

Big companies, in particular,
seem to have prepared well by
stocking inventories ahead of the
tariffs, Guha said. Many also
found alternative suppliers, im-
proved productivity, and pres-
sured wholesalers and distribu-
tors to absorb some of the extra
costs.

For now, most firms are hold-
ing off on major price increases
while they wait to see if the
Trump administration pulls back
on its trade threats. But if tariffs
stay high, economists still expect
to see real damage over time — in
the form of both higher prices
and slower job growth.

“Without a doubt, firms are
absorbing some of the costs,” said
Joe Brusuelas, chief economist at
RSM. “But it does not alter the
reality that there are price hikes
on the way into the economy.”

Still, the surprising resilience
of the economy may have signifi-
cant repercussions for the Trump

MARIO TAMA/GETTY IMAGES

Imported new cars at an automobile processing terminal at the Port of Los Angeles in April 2024.
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administration and the upcom-
ing 2026 midterm elections. The
president and his aides for weeks
suggested they would be willing
to risk a recession to rebalance
the global trade system, and the
chaos inflicted by Trump’s tariffs
initially appeared to hurt his pop-
ularity among voters. The trade
war caused a sharp contraction in
the stock market and volatility in
the bond market that rattled in-
vestors around the world.

But the administration has
since largely backed off its most

2000

2010 2020

drastic measures and is poised to
soon pass a more than $2 trillion
tax measure that could provide a
further economic boost. The de-
velopments suggest Trump may
keep the economy from suddenly
unraveling — and that his party
could mitigate the political conse-
quences of such a downturn —
even if it entails a recognition
that his initial plans were impos-
sible to implement.

The White House hailed
Wednesday’s inflation report as
the latest sign that “America is

beating inflation” under Trump.
The president also welcomed the
report, taking to his social media
platform Truth Social to renew
his calls on the Federal Reserve to
cut borrowing rates by a full
percentage point.

“Great numbers!” the presi-
dent wrote in all caps, adding that
lower rates would translate into
lower interest costs on U.S. debt.
“So important!!!” he wrote.

Since January, the Fed has
been in a wait-and-see policy
stance on interest rates amid a
cloudy economic outlook and un-
certainty over how Trump’s poli-
cies, particularly on tariffs, will
affect the economy. Fed officials
have repeatedly said they are well
positioned to wait for more clari-
ty on the outlook for inflation and
economic growth, despite consis-
tent pressure from the president
to lower interest rates.

“If the large increases in tariffs
that have been announced are
sustained, they’re likely to gener-
ate arise in inflation, a slowdown
in economic growth and an in-
crease in unemployment,” Fed
Chair Jerome H. Powell said at a
news conference last month.

The Fed is expected to hold
rates steady next week for a
fourth straight meeting, with in-
vestors in futures markets put-
ting the odds at nearly 100 per-

cent. Most investors don’t expect
another rate cut until the Fed’s
September meeting.

The Fed’s benchmark short-
term rate, which trickles through
the financial system to influence
what millions of consumers and
businesses pay to borrow money,
sits at 4.25 to 4.5 percent.

In addition to a subdued
2.4 percent annual rate, Wednes-
day’s inflation report showed that
prices excluding food and energy
categories — what are known as
core prices — rose 2.8 percent,
which was also below economists’
expectations. On a monthly basis,
overall prices were up just 0.1 per-
cent.

The news wasn’t entirely rosy.
There are signs that tariffs are
already rekindling inflation in
some categories, including toys,
which overwhelmingly come
from China. Prices for toys, games
and playground equipment rose
by 2.2 percent in May, the largest
one-month increase on record.
Several goods that were getting
cheaper when Trump took office
— including consumer electron-
ics and toys — have all instead
risen in price by about 0.5 percent
since January, according to Ernie
Tedeschi, who served as a top
economist in the Biden adminis-
tration.

Skanda Amarnath, executive
director of Employ America, a
left-leaning policy organization,
also said that healing supply
chains, which had been severely
disrupted by the covid pandemic,
are probably muting the impact
of the tariffs on a broad range of
prices. Housing inflation in par-
ticular has eased because of
trends that predate the Trump
administration but continue to
provide some relief for consum-
ers.

But it’s also likely that it will
still take a few months for the
tariffs to appear in the inflation
data — perhaps as late as the end
of the summer — because it will
take businesses time to decide
how or whether to pass on the
tariffs to consumers, he said.

“There’s a lot more lags in this
stuff than people realize,” Ama-
ranth said. “There’s a lot of lags
and latency issues that people
underestimate.”

Still, increases that some econ-
omists were expecting failed to
materialize last month. For in-
stance, apparel prices fell 0.4 per-

cent, while prices for new vehicles
declined 0.3 percent. Both catego-
ries are expected to see tariff-
fueled price pressures.

For the auto industry, tariffs
are still expected to drive up
vehicle prices by thousands of
dollars, after the Trump adminis-
tration imposed levies of 25 per-
cent on imported cars. While the
White House later moved to soft-
en the blow by ensuring that auto
tariffs don’t “stack” on other du-
ties applying to inputs such as
steel and aluminum, even those
vehicles assembled in the United
States will face higher component
costs, analysts say.

So far, new car prices haven’t
changed much, though automak-
ers and dealers have pulled back
on sales incentives, said Erin
Keating, executive analyst at Cox
Automotive. Still, tariffs are add-
ing significant costs to the indus-
try. If they remain in place, manu-
facturers are likely to pass some
of those expenses to buyers, push-
ing prices up by about 4 to 8 per-
cent by year’s end.

“They are not going to be able
to absorb the whole tariff cost,”
she said.

While designed to protect U.S.
industries, tariffs often raise pric-
es for consumers, leaving Fed
officials to parse whether infla-
tion is being driven by one-time
pricing changes they can look
through or is a sign of overheat-
ing that calls for tighter monetary
policy.

Despite the spate of strong
data, policymakers say it’s diffi-
cult to assess the strength of the
economy, as tariff-related uncer-
tainty upends spending and in-
vestment patterns. During the
first quarter, gross domestic
product declined slightly, largely
because of a surge in imports —
which count against GDP —
ahead of anticipated tariff in-
creases that are likely to reverse.

While the labor market is at or
near the Fed’s goal of maximum
employment, the future is uncer-
tain. The administration’s trade
and other policies could yet raise
the unemployment rate while
raising inflation during the rest of
this year, Fed governor Adriana
Kugler said in a speech last week.

The Fed’s existing wait-and-see
approach is “currently appropri-
ate” to achieve the central bank’s
dual goals of maximum employ-
ment and stable prices, she said.

Trump hails

BY DAvVID J. LYNCH

President Donald Trump said
Wednesday that a limited trade
deal with China was “done,” pend-
ing his approval and that of Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping.

The agreement, hammered out
during two days of marathon talks
in London, calls for China to re-
sume shipments of rare-earth
minerals and related magnets
needed by U.S. automakers and
other manufacturers. The United
States then will “PROVIDE
CHINA WHAT WAS AGREED
TO,” including visas for Chinese
students to attend American uni-
versities, the president said in a
post on Truth Social, without pro-
viding details.

Secretary of State Marco Rubio
said at the end of May that he
would “aggressively revoke” visas
for Chinese students with ties to
the Chinese Communist Party or
who were studying in “critical
fields.” But the president said the
presence of Chinese students on
U.S. campuses “HAS ALWAYS
BEEN GOOD WITH ME!”

Less than two weeks after ac-
cusing China of violating a trade
war truce, Trump on Wednesday
had nothing but praise for the
Chinese leader.

“President Xi and I are going to
work closely together to open up
China to American Trade. This
would be a great WIN for both
countries!!!” Trump wrotein a sec-
ond Truth Social post.

Under the renewed truce, the

limited deal with China after talks on renewing trade war truce

U.S. will impose a 55 percent tariff
on Chinese goods, and China will
hit American products with a 10
percent import tax, the president
said. Those are both higher rates
than before Trump took office, but
lower than the triple-digit tariff
levels that each nation imposed
this spring.

U.S. and Chinese negotiators
agreed late Tuesday to try again to
implement the trade war truce
that collapsed amid recrimina-
tions on both sidesjust weeks after
it was reached during an earlier
round of talks in Geneva.

Speaking near midnightin Lon-
don, Commerce Secretary How-
ard Lutnick announced what he
called a “handshake” deal to put
into effect the terms of the May 12
U.S.-China agreement that called
for both nations to lower their
tariffs and take additional steps to
facilitate trade.

“We have reached a framework
to implement the Geneva consen-
sus and the call between the two
presidents,” Lutnick told report-
ers, referring to aJune 5 telephone
conversation between Trump and
Xi. “I think it’s really beneficial to
the United States of America. It’s
very beneficial to the Chinese and
the China economy.”

Negotiators released no text of
either the London framework or
the earlier Geneva accord to de-
escalate the U.S.-China trade war.
But Lutnick said both nations
would remove new trade barriers
theyhad erected as the trucebroke
down.

TOBY MELVILLE/REUTERS

Commerce Secretary Howard
Lutnick in London on Tuesday.

That means China is expected
to permit an increased flow of
critical materials known as “rare
earths” for auto and defense pro-
duction. As those shipments in-
crease, the U.S. will lift measures
that it imposed recently “in a bal-
anced way,” Lutnick said.

“We do absolutely expect that
the topic of rare-earth minerals
and magnets, with respect to the
United States of America, will be
resolved in this framework imple-
mentation,” Lutnick said.

He did not specify which U.S.
measures would be lifted in re-
sponse. But his department has
implemented a number of restric-
tions on exports to China of aero-
space technology and advanced
semiconductor equipment, which
Chinese officials urgently want re-
moved.

Lutnick described the diplo-

matic breakthrough as the first
step toward expanding U.S.-China
trade, which topped $580 billion
last year. The U.S. buys more than
three times as much from China as
Chinese customers buy from
Americans, a trade deficit that
Trump has inveighed against for
years as a measure of industrial
decline.

“We have an existing, signifi-
cant trade deficit, and President
Trump’s fundamental goal is to
reduce the trade deficit and in-
crease trade. So this was the first
step of the framework by which we
will then approach and discuss
growing trade. But first we had to
sort of get the negativity out,” Lut-
nick said.

Briefing reporters outside Lan-
caster House, the 19th-century
mansion in London’s West End
that hosted two days of talks, Lut-
nick credited the involvement of
both presidents with producing
quick results.

“You have to get things done if
youre working for President
Trump. I'm sure they felt they had
to get it done because they were
working for President Xi,” he said.

The U.S. delegation also includ-
ed Treasury Secretary Scott Bes-
sent and U.S. Trade Representa-
tive Jamieson Greer. Bessent left
the talks a few hours early to re-
turn to Washington in time to
appear before Congress on
Wednesday.

The Chinese team was led by
Vice Premier He Lifeng, a close
associate of Xi.

In China, Li Chenggang, Chi-
na’s vice commerce minister, said
the talks were “professional, ratio-
nal, in-depth and candid,” accord-
ing to Chinese state media, and
Beijing hopes the discussions will
“be conducive to increasing trust
between China and the United
States.”

Yao Yang, an economist at Pe-
king University, said the fact that
Beijing and Washington engaged
in negotiations amid bitter trade
tensions is positive.

“The Chinese government’s
stance has always been, if you
want to fight, we are going to take
it. But the purpose of fighting is
not just for the sake of fighting, it
is to prepare for negotiation or to
bring the other side to the negotia-
tion table,” he said.

Yet even as the latest attempt to
put US.-China relations on a
sound footing moved forward,
Greer nodded to the long list of
issues that divide the two sides.
The Trump administration has
complained about Chinese poli-
cies that fuel what it sees as excess
production of manufactured
goods, which depress global prices
and hurt American factory work-
ers.

“There are some things that the
Chinese and U.S. economies, they
just don’t fit together very well.
Other things, maybe they do. And
there’ll be a time for broader con-
versations on that,” he said.

The 90-day pause on triple-dig-
it tariffs that amounted to a de
facto U.S.-China trade embargo

expires Aug. 12. In response to a
question about prospects for an
extension, Greer said that would
be up to Trump.

Further talks are expected,
though no date has been agreed to
yet.

The Trump administration
notched a legal win Tuesday when
a federal appeals court ruled that
many of the tariffs the president
imposed on China can remain
while the government appeals a
lower-court ruling that found they
were illegal.

The Court of International
Trade, a little-known specialized
court in New York, ruled last
month that Trump exceeded his
authority by invoking emergency
powers to impose tariffs on im-
ports from China and other na-
tions.

The Trump administration
quickly appealed, and the appeals
court temporarily paused the low-
er court’s decision. On Tuesday, it
said that pause could stay in place
while the appeal was decided.

“The court also concludes that
these cases present issues of ex-
ceptional importance warranting
expedited en banc consideration
of the merits in the first instance,”
the U.S. Court of Appeals for the
Federal Circuit said Tuesday. The
appeals court said it would expe-
dite the issue and hear arguments
July 31.

Katrina Northrop in Taipei, Taiwan,
and Rachel Lerman in Washington
contributed to this report.

Trump backers call for Walmart boycott amid furor over “No Kings Day” ad

BY JACLYN PEISER

Some supporters of President
Donald Trump are calling for a
Walmart boycott after an heiress
to the nation’s largest retailer
took out an ad in the New York
Times to promote a protest of the
president’s policies.

The full-page display, which
appeared in the newspaper Sun-
day and was paid for by Christy
Walton, advertises “No Kings
Day” gatherings across the coun-
try Saturday. The mobilizing
events coincide with Trump’s mil-
itary parade in D.C.

While the ad doesn’t mention
Trump by name, many of his

followers interpreted it as a criti-
cism of his actions and policies.
“WE uphold and defend the con-
stitution”; “WE care for veterans
and children”; “WE are the world
leader trusted to uphold the sta-
bility of rule of law.”

It also came as protests in Los
Angeles against the administra-
tion’s immigration policies
ramped up, with Trump deploy-
ing Marines and National Guard
troops to California.

By Tuesday, some influential
Trump allies were posting about
the ad on social media. Kari Lake,
the senior adviser to the U.S.
Agency for Global Media, the
government body overseeing the

Voice of America news service,
reposted the ad on X and wrote:
“Do you shop at Walmart?”

Conservative commenters on
X also started calling for boycotts
of Walmart and cited its associa-
tion with Walton, the widow of
John T. Walton and daughter-in-
law of the retailer’s founder, Sam
Walton.

“It may be time to #Boycot-
tWalmart,” one user wrote.
“4ChristyWalton, heiress of
@Walmart has lost her mind in
thinking she can fund revolu-
tions against the American peo-
ple/consumers.”

Among the lawmakers joining
the fray was Rep. Anna Paulina

Luna (R-Florida), who connected
the ad directly to Walmart as she
posted on X: “Looks like the
Walmart dynasty is big mad
about China Tariffs.”

In a statement to The Washing-
ton Post, a Walmart spokesman
sought to distance the company
from the ad.

“The advertisements from
Christy Walton are in no way
connected to or endorsed by Wal-
mart,” he said. “She does not
serve on the board or play any
role in decision-making at Wal-
mart.”

“A left-wing billionaire feels
like burning some of her inheri-
tance for a PR stunt,” White

House spokesman Kush Desai
said in a statement. “It’s not
going to change the fact that over
77 million Americans voted for
mass deportations, border secu-
rity, and America First trade poli-
cies — a mandate that the Trump
administration is committed to
using every lever of executive
power to deliver on.”

While it’s unclear whether a
grassroots boycott from Trump
supporters is underway, Walmart
has already been in Trump’s
crosshairs in recent weeks. After
the Bentonville, Arkansas-based
retailer announced in its first-
quarter earnings call that prices
could go up within weeks be-

cause of tariffs, Trump admon-
ished the company, posting on
Truth Social that Walmart should
“EAT THE TARIFFS” and “not
charge valued customers ANY-
THING.”

Big box retailers have fre-
quently been involved in the cul-
ture wars. Earlier this year, grass-
roots efforts materialized across
the country to boycott retailers
that retreated from their diversi-
ty, equity and inclusion (DEI)
initiatives. Target was one of the
biggest chains criticized, and last
month it reported lower-than-ex-
pected earnings in its first quar-
ter, thanks, in part, to customers’
pullback.
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“I'rump accounts’
to fix inequality?
Try this instead.

BY DARRICK HAMILTON
AND AYANNA PRESSLEY

n the United States, the wealthiest nation in
the world, a child born into poverty is unlikely
to ever climb out of it. Wealth inequality in this
country has reached historic highs, with the
top 10 percent of households holding 67 percent of
the nation’s wealth, while the bottom 50 percent
holds just 2.5 percent. This means that millions of
children grow up lacking basic economic security.

Now as much as ever, we need real investment
in our children.

The Republican reconciliation bill that recently
passed the House does nothing to address our
glaring wealth inequality. Not only does it slash
Medicaid, food assistance and other essential
programs for the more than 30 percent of Ameri-
cans who can’t put together $400 for an emergen-
cy expense, but also tucked into this harmful bill
are provisions that claim Americans can build
wealth through “Trump accounts.” Under the
GOP proposal, every child born in the next four
years would receive a one-time $1,000 govern-
ment contribution into a tax-free investment
account, to which families may contribute up to
$5,000 annually.

But this is not a serious solution.

Trump accounts fall drastically short of ad-
dressing the real hurdles Americans face. These
accounts are built on the presumption that indi-
vidualslack the incentive to save. In fact, what they
lack is disposable income. Anyone can lawfully
open a savings account for their child, such as
a 529 account for college, but most are not
positioned to take advantage of such accounts. A
2016 Federal Reserve Bank study found that just
2.5 percent of all families had a 529 savings
account — and among households in the bottom
half of the income distribution, that number
dropped to only 0.3 percent. Most are not posi-
tioned to take advantage of new savings accounts.
And by restricting eligibility to children born in
the next four years, the proposal makes clear it was
never intended to truly confront generational
poverty and the wealth gap.

Trump accounts are structured to benefit pri-
marily more affluent families — those who already
have money to invest. For those struggling to put
food on the table or afford a doctor’s visit, the
choice isn’t between consumption and investment
— it’s between groceries and medicine. Though
many Americans could use real support — such as
extra cash when a new baby arrives — the Republi-
can bill moving through the Senate threatens to
slash essential programs, leaving families worse
off. And ironically, it contains no provision to
protect low-income recipients from the “benefit
cliff” — the asset limits that could disqualify them
from essential services such as housing or income
support once they reach adulthood.

Contrast this with the legislative vision we've
championed for more than six years: baby bonds.

Known in Congress as the American Opportu-
nity Accounts Act, the legislation to create baby
bondsisrooted in the principle that every child, no
matter their race, family income or birth circum-
stances, deserves a fair shot at building wealth and
securing their future.

Here’s how it works: Every child receives $1,000
at birth. But unlike Trump accounts, baby bonds
don’t stop there. Children would continue to
receive additional deposits from the government
every year, progressively scaled to family income.
These funds would grow over time in safe, federal-
ly managed investment accounts. At age 18, young
adults could access their accounts to pay for
allowable expenses, including homeownership,
higher education or starting a business — the kind
of human and financial capital investments that
change life trajectories. Building wealth from
birth this way is cost-effective — supercharging
dollars through years of interest — and also
disrupts the cycle of intergenerational poverty.

Babybonds also tackle the root problem of asset
inequality — something the regressive tax struc-
ture of the Trump accounts does not fix. Rather
than simply encouraging investment by those who
already have the money, baby bonds seek to ensure
that everyone has a meaningful stake in the
economy and an opportunity to build financial
stability and wealth.

Baby bonds wouldn’t replace private invest-
ment — they would complement it by providing
every young person with a baseline of security.
They would create a public foundation of capital
while still allowing private investment and indi-
vidual agency. In doing so, they don’t displace the
market but expand the pool of those who can
benefit from it.

There is also a deeper issue at play. Trump
accounts amount to a government subsidy for
asset managers — another tax-advantaged inflow
into the financial services industry. In effect, they
are abackdoor giveaway to Wall Street, wrapped in
the rhetoric of economic populism.

Our country has a long history of wealth-
building programs that expanded opportunity —
from the Homestead Act to the GI Bill, which led
to the greatest expansion of the middle class in
U.S. history. But too often, those benefits were not
accessible to all Americans, especially Black Amer-
icans and Native Americans, from whom much of
the land seeded in the Homestead Act was taken,
often violently. We now have the chance to design a
21st-century wealth-building initiative that is in-
clusive, equitable and grounded in sound eco-
nomic theory and evidence.

We vehemently oppose the Republican budget
reconciliation bill and urge the Senate to halt this
attack on Medicaid, food assistance and more. Ina
just nation, everyone should have the economic
power and financial opportunity to build wealth
and live the productive life they choose. That’s
what baby bonds offer: real solutions to wealth
inequality and real investments that can trans-
form the future for millions of children.

Darrick Hamilton is chief economist at the AFL-CIO
and director of the Institute on Race, Power and
Political Economy at the New School.

Ayanna Pressley, a Democrat, represents
Massachusetts’s 7th Congressional District

inthe U.S. House of Representatives.

GREAT BARRINGTON, MASS.
aybe they really were im-
migration officers, just as
they claimed. Or maybe
they were aragtag vigilante

group, arbitrarily snatching brown-

looking people off the street.

“It could have been like a band
of the Proud Boys or something,” said
Linda Shafiroff, recounting the
agents who showed up outside her
office in masks and tactical gear and
refused to show IDs, warrants or even
the names of any criminals they were
supposedly hunting.

As unrest and military troops over-
take Los Angeles, terrifying scenes
are also unfolding in smaller commu-
nities around the country. They, too,
are being invaded by what resembles
a secret police force, often indistin-
guishable from random thugs.

Shafiroff and business partner
Sarah Stiner own a boutique home-
design and construction firm in Great
Barrington, a New England town
largely populated by artists, aging
hippies and affluent second-home-
owners. On May 30, around 11 a.m.,
six armed agents showed up outside
the women’s office. The agents were
dressed as though they had parachut-
ed into a war zone, rather than a
small town where the crosswalks are
painted in rainbows.

The paramilitary-resembling group
approached a Hispanic man who was
outside the design office, picking
weeds. The man did not work for
Shafiroff and Stiner’s design firm, but
rather for a local landscaping compa-
ny. (The women say their employees
are all citizens or otherwise have
documents proving they’re here legal-
ly.) Neither Shafiroff nor Stiner knew
the gardener’s name, but they said
they had seen him around before and
that he seemed friendly.

They were also incensed by what
looked like an extralegal abduction
unfolding in their parking lot.

“These guys had guns hanging all
over them,” said Shafiroff, but they
otherwise had no conformity to their
dress. “None of them had the same
letters on the front of their vests.
Some of them didn’t even have let-
ters, but it said ‘Police’ across the
back. ... One had light-colored jeans
and sneakers on, and one had on a
Red Sox hat” The agents arrived in
unmarked cars, some with out-of-
state plates.

The women asked to see IDs or
warrants, or even the names of the
alleged criminals these agents were
there to track down. They refused.
One briefly flashed a badge, Stiner
recounted, but would not let her
inspect it even to see what agency it
was for.

“It could have been from Cracker
Jacks,” she recalled.

The gardener did not appear to
understand what these officers were
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Linda Shafiroff, standing, and Sarah Stiner outside their business
in Great Barrington, Massachusetts, on June 6.

LINDA SHAFIROFF

Sarah Stiner confronts the masked agents on May 30.

asking him. Another man who had
been working the landscaping proj-
ect with him immediately went into
the women’s design office and shut
the door upon seeing the masked
agents arrive. The agents didn’t try to
follow him, Shafiroff said.

When the business owners repeat-
edly asked the agents to prove who
they were, the agents said they didn’t
need to show identification and ac-
cused their interlocutors of promot-
ing lawlessness. “You want people
driving drunk in here?” one of them
asked, according to a cellphone video.
Shafiroff replied: “I don’t want people
driving drunk. I have asked for IDs.”

The gardener was eventually put
in the back of an unmarked car
and driven away. Shafiroff, who de-
scribed the incident as part of the
new “police state,” said she has since
heard through mutual acquaintances
that the man is being detained in
an immigration facility, perhaps near
Boston. She said she had been told
the worker’s family was unable to
determine his whereabouts for sev-
eral days. (My attempts to contact
the man or his family have been
unsuccessful.)

The business partners, who have
received threats in the days after the
incident as a result of coverage by
local newspapers, had good reason to
question who these cloaked agents
were.

It’s easy to buy tactical gear online.
And around the country, bigots and
criminals have already begun taking
advantage of chaotic, masked immi-
gration raids to further their own
ends. Civilians have impersonated
ICE agents while committing robbery
(Pennsylvania), kidnappings (Flori-
da, South Carolina), sexual assault
(North Carolina) and other forms of
public intimidation (Washington
state, California).

Some Democratic leaders have de-
manded that ICE agents show their
faces and present identification when
carrying out enforcement actions, so
they can at least be differentiated
from anonymous hooligans. Republi-
can lawmakers have fiercely opposed
such efforts, claiming that asking
federal officials to identify them-
selves would put agents in “extreme
danger.”

Meanwhile, President Donald
Trump ordered the arrest of protest-
ers simply for wearing masks.
“MASKS WILLNOT BE ALLOWED to
be worn at protests,” he posted on
social media on Sunday. “What do
these people have to hide, and
why???”

This seems like a reasonable ques-
tion to ask of federal law enforcement
officers. America, after all, is not
supposed to have a secret police force.
And our country’s history of roving
bands of masked men rounding up
undesirables is a long, ugly one.

CE agents making arrests in the

parking lot of a Home Depot

helped set off mass protests in Los

Angeles. But that wasn’t an isolat-
ed incident. Immigration and Customs
Enforcement is increasingly taking ac-
tions at courthouses, restaurants and
other spaces it previously stayed away
from.

President Donald Trump and his top
aides have long favored harsh immigra-
tion policies. But what has shifted in
recent weeks is that the administration
has set a specific goal of ICE arresting at
least 3,000 people per day. Such a quota
might help Trump accomplish his
goals, but it is leading to overly aggres-
sive tactics that are deeply unsettling
Americans across the country.

It was perhaps inevitable that a pres-
ident who promised to deport more
people than his predecessors would
implement an arrest quota. In the first
months of Trump’s tenure, the number
of deportations and ICE arrests wasn’t
that much higher than when President
Joe Biden was in office. That reportedly
frustrated Trump administration offi-
cials, particularly Deputy Chief of Staff
Stephen Miller. So last month, Miller
and Homeland Security Secretary
Kristi L. Noem privately gave ICE lead-
ers — and then publicly confirmed —
the 3,000 target. The administration
also replaced ICE’s leadership with
people it felt would be more aggressive.

That’s a huge increase: The agency
was making between 700 and 900 ar-
rests per day at the end of Biden’s term
and the start of Trump’s. And it appears
this new policy is being carried out. ICE
officials say they arrested 2,267 people
on June 3 and 2,368 on June 4.

It’s possible these numbers are being
inflated by the agency to please Trump
and Miller. But there are articles in
news outlets across the country about
unprecedented ICE enforcement ac-
tions in their communities, so I believe
the agency is going beyond its usual
moves.

This policy is misguided. Quotas are
problematic in many contexts. I sup-
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The ICE quotas make stop-and-frisk look civil

The Trump administration wants to sharply increase
the number of arrests ICE makes each day

Until recently, ICE was arresting about the same number

of people as when Biden was president.
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Source: Transactional Records Access Clearinghouse

port increased gender and racial diver-
sity but am wary of organizations try-
ing to hire a set number of women and
people of color. In law enforcement,
they are more troublesome. Police offi-
cers operating under quota systems
feel pushed to make arrests for minor
offenses. They sometimes target not
the most dangerous people but those
who are easiest to apprehend.

That’s what’s happening now. Un-
documented immigrants showing up
to court hearings, working at clothing
stores or looking to get Home Depot
customers to hire them for day labor
are probably not leading human traf-
ficking organizations on the side. I am
deeply concerned that ICE will soon
start making arrests at schools and
hospitals, since those are other places
where you can arrest lots of people at
once — few of whom will be armed or
dangerous.

I am opposed to these arrests in part
because I don’t support Trump’s over-
arching goals of deporting 1 million
immigrants a year and creating a cli-
mate in which other undocumented
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immigrants return to their native
countries on their own. But you could
argue that while Trump did not specifi-
cally campaign on 3,000 arrests per
day, he promised to crack down on un-
documented immigrants, and Ameri-
cans elected him, so the public wants
this.

It’s hard to determine why people
voted for a candidate and what kind of
mandate that gives them. But even
if Trump campaigned explicitly on ar-
resting 3,000 people a day, we should
be wary of that policy — and not just
because quotas generally aren’t smart.

This particular quota is excessive. If
ICE arrested 3,000 people a day, that
would add up to about 1.1 million
arrests after a year. There are about
11.7 million undocumented people in
the United States. So if no individual
was arrested more than once, about
9 percent of undocumented immi-
grants would be arrested in a given year
under this policy. Arresting 9 percent of
any group would almost certainly result
in the other 91 percent being constantly
worried about being arrested or jailed.

And because about three-quarters
of undocumented immigrants are
from Central or South America, some
U.S. citizens and authorized residents
who are Brown almost certainly will be
unjustly arrested or questioned by ICE.
This arrest quota echoes stop-and-frisk
policies many police departments used
to employ. At the height of that ap-
proach, there were about 350,000 stops
of the 1.9 million Black New Yorkers.
Basically every Black New Yorker had
to be on guard for being stopped and
frisked, and a judge invalidated the
program on the grounds that it was
racially discriminatory.

Miller and Trump might want all
117 million undocumented immi-
grants to live in terror. But the rest of
us shouldn’t. The overwhelming ma-
jority of those people came to the
United States seeking a better life. If
we want to deter future immigrants,
cracking down on employers who hire
undocumented people and making it
harder to enter the country in the first
place are obvious solutions. Making
life excessively difficult for people al-
ready here will probably discourage
future migrants, but the U.S. govern-
ment should not be in the business of
rushing into restaurants and court-
houses with guns to arrest people for
the purpose of scaring others into
leaving the country.

Many Democratic politicians and
political commentators have criticized
Trump for deploying the National
Guard over the objections of California
Gov. Gavin Newsom, a Democrat, to
stop the protests of ICE’s actions in
Los Angeles. But Presidents Dwight
D. Eisenhower and Lyndon B. Johnson
rightly invoked the National Guard,
without support from governors, to
integrate schools and defend civil
rights marches, respectively. The prob-
lem isn’t that Trump is using the
National Guard; it’s that he’s using the
National Guard to defend a policy that
will target people of color indiscrimi-
nately and inhumanely. The quota
must go.
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OPINION

HORTLY AFTER the 2024 presidential elec-

tion, incoming border czar Tom Homan sig-

naled that President Donald Trump’s deporta-

tion campaign would target criminal wrong-
doers. Even now, Homeland Security Secretary Kristi
L. Noem insists that federal agents are going after
“the worst of the worst,” a tacit acknowledgment that
many Americans might want bad guys gone but not
peaceful, productive immigrants embedded in their
communities.

So much for that.

Assurances that the Trump administration would
focus on dangerous criminals never squared with
Trump’s promise of mass deportations. There simply
aren’t enough violent undocumented immigrants in
the United States to deport, and find-
ing them is hard. The immigration
hard-liners in Trump’s orbit, led by
White House Deputy Chief of Staff Stephen Miller,
would not be satisfied with anything like the prag-
matic approach previous presidents took — one that
acknowledged the nation’s dependence on imported
labor and the risks of quickly ejecting a key workforce
from the country.

And, indeed, Miller was unhappy with the pace of
the administration’s deportation efforts, insisting
last month that federal authorities boost immigra-
tion arrests to 3,000 per day. The result is the sort of
indiscriminate roundups federal immigration au-
thorities are beginning to conduct — and that have
attracted protesters to Los Angeles’s streets.

Homan is now promising “more worksite enforce-
ment than you’ve ever seen in the history of this
nation.” Unlike the promise to pursue hardened
criminals, an easy political sell, Homan’s threat tar-
gets farmworkers, construction workers, janitors and
home-care aides whom Americans rely on in their
daily lives. Some House Republicans are already
urging restraint.

There are some 8.3 million unauthorized workers
across the economy — accounting for 4.8 percent of
thelabor force. They make up alittle under half of the
agricultural labor force and are essential for the
child-care industry to function. About 1.4 million
unauthorized immigrants work in construction —
the only industry that can lower home prices. There
were no workplace raids during the covid-19 pandem-
icbecause those workers kept America running.

Immigrant labor will become even more vital as
the aging American-born workforce continues to
shrink. Baby boomers are retiring, and younger
Americans are having too few children. Meantime, it’s
unlikely they will be pleased when the price of
strawberries skyrockets after farmworkers are de-
ported, when the feds go after their babysitters or
when their favorite waitress disappears.

Previous presidents have shied from pursuing
unauthorized workers for fear not only of harming
the economy but also of riling business-sector con-

EDITORIAL

The Washington Post

AN INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER

This can’t be sustained
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California National Guard troops monitor protesters in Los Angeles on Monday.

stituents. In 1998, immigration authorities paused
raids in Vidalia onion fields after receiving an angry
letter from Sen. Paul Coverdell (R-Georgia) complain-
ing about their “indiscriminate and inappropriate
use of extreme enforcement tactics.”

A19861law authorized sanctions against employers
who hire unauthorized workers. Barring migrants’
access to jobs, the logic went, would virtually elimi-
nate their reason to come. But then the government
let businesses off the hook. Required to demand that
workers show papers proving their eligibility to work,
they faced little penalty when such papers turned out
to be even obvious forgeries.

For all his get-tough-on-immigrants rhetoric dur-
inghis first term, Trump did little to impede business-
es from hiring them. In 2017, he even commuted the
sentence of an Iowa meatpacking plant executive
who had been convicted, during the presidency of
Barack Obama, of fraud and knowingly hiring hun-

dreds of unauthorized workers and paying for the
fake documents they needed to get jobs. In other
words, even Trump has stopped short of attacking the
demand for immigrant labor — in which Americans
all over the country are in some way complicit — and
instead has focused on restricting the supply.

And he might, atleast for a while. Migrant crossings
into the United States have slowed. Showy, indiscrimi-
nate immigration raids — along with the deployment
offederal troops to Los Angeles, which was provocative
in its lack of need — might scare people from trying to
cross the border and encourage those already here to
leave, or at least keep their heads down.

Perhaps the president will find a way to nullify the
rule that enough demand (in this case for immigrant
labor) will eventually attract supply — that is, people
coming here to work. That would be surprising and
economically painful. It was on these insights that a
bipartisan consensus used torest: that the only wayto
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deal with illegal immigration is to widen lanes for
legal immigration, so labor demand could be met by
background-checked immigrant workers vetted for
their willingness to participate positively in Ameri-
can society. Coupling this policy with better border
control and special programs to attract skilled work-
ers would create a comprehensive, pro-growth, anti-
irregular immigration policy. Trump has instead nar-
rowed opportunity for immigrants to enter the Unit-
ed States legally.

Many Trump backers are no doubt tired of the
conventional wisdom — repeated for decades as
Congress failed to respond, with the consensus ap-
proach or any other, to more people crossing the
border — and of previous presidents’ failures to
acknowledge their concerns. Trump’s 2024 win gave
them a mandate to get tough, instead. But that
strategy will be harder for the country to sustain than
it might now appear.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Queer spaces should be
open to Jews like me

Every June, Pride Month arrives with a familiar
rhythm: rainbow flags in windows, dance parties,
solemn vigils. It’s a time for celebration, reflection
and, for many of us, affirmation. But since the Oct. 7,
2023, Hamas attacks on Israel, many of us have been
bullied, harassed or pushed out of the communities
that once offered us unconditional support. Refusing
to denounce Israel, or simply being Jewish, is, in my
experience, enough to get you unfriended, boycotted,
denied services or kicked out of queer spaces.

Queerness is rooted deep in our bones. So is being
Jewish. And for some, so is a connection to Israel. It’s
a connection that is spiritual, familial, historical and
ancestral. These aren’t just political opinions. They
are identities. They are the ache of generations
exiled and the longing for home.

Queer spaces are entitled to set their own
boundaries. When those boundaries mirror the
exclusions queer spaces were created to resist,
though, we need to ask whether we are challenging
ideas or erasing them and the people who espouse
them. When identity itself — not policy or rhetoric,
but lineage, language or visible markers of
Jewishness — becomes disqualifying, something is
very wrong. Right now, too many queer Jews are
being erased not for what they’ve done, or even what
they think, but for who they are.

This shouldn’t be who we are. Those rainbow flags
that fly every Pride Month are about our
commitment to solidarity in multiplicity. We should
be able to hold more than one story at once.

For many of us, coming out was already an act of
exile from our families, faiths and sometimes even
ourselves. Now, we're being asked to come out again,
as Jews or people who feel a connection to Israel. We
have experienced hatred, bigotry and intolerance
from progressives, those who once stood beside us as
allies. Once again, we’re hearing: You don’t belong
here.

Arecent study found that 82 percent of LGBTQ+
Jews had been harassed in or excluded from online
queer spaces. Sixty-seven percent said they were
more likely to experience antisemitism if they wore
visibly Jewish symbols even occasionally. These
numbers are heartbreaking but not surprising.

I am a psychologist and psychoanalyst, and I work
with an organization founded in the wake of the Oct.
7 attacks to provide mental health care for members
of the Jewish community. I've spoken with queer
Jews whose entire social circles vanished overnight
simply because they had posted about the hostages
held in Gaza. A woman who identified as lesbian was

given the silent treatment by friends until she would
agree to publicly denounce Israel. She refused to do
so. A man who identified as gay left the United
States, convinced that he couldn’t find a queer
community that would let him be both queer and
Jewish. Others have stopped dating online entirely,
turned off by profile after profile that says “No
Zionists,” now a shorthand similar to “No partyers,’
referring to users of crystal methamphetamine.

And then there are those who are expected to be
the “good Jew”: quiet, apologetic and muted about
antisemitism on the left. These Jews are forced to
swallow their convictions, hide their identities and
“pass” to fitin. It’s a painfully familiar ritual for
queer people. This isn’t just social rejection. In
clinical terms, it’s what we call traumatic
invalidation: the delegitimization of one’s identity or
emotional reality.

And it cuts especially deep when it comes from a
community that once felt like home and received us
at our most vulnerable.

Pride is about being your whole self. Can we make
room for queer Jews who are hurting simply for
daring to be visible in all their complexity? If you
believe in queer liberation and the right to be seen,
safe and whole, I’'m asking you to hold space for us,
even if it’s complicated.

Joshua Simmons, San Francisco

Harvey Milk’s name doesn’t belong

The June 5 news article “Hegseth moves to scrub
Milk’s name from ship” would have benefited from
more context. Though it provided a detailed
overview of Harvey Milk’s contributions to gay
rights, it failed to mention his purported
relationship with a minor.

Journalist Randy Shilts wrote in “The Mayor of
Castro Street: The Life and Times of Harvey Milk”
that Milk had a “penchant for young waifs with
substance abuse problems.” He also noted that Milk,
then 33, had a relationship with a 16-year-old
runaway from Maryland.

In ajust society, we judge people by their
character. What would we say about a heterosexual
mayor and Navy veteran who behaved the same
way? We would not be so quick to brush that under
the rug as a small, omittable detail of his life as we
honored his legacy. Milk is no different.

As a Navy daughter, my issue with Milk’s name
staining one of our nation’s ships is not that he was
gay, but that he reportedly had an inappropriate
relationship with a teenager. So I'm left wondering
why that absolutely critical piece of information was
left out of the news article. Without a doubt, Defense
Secretary Pete Hegseth is justified in renaming that
ship.

Stephanie Lundquist-Arora, Springfield

Harvey Milk’s name does belong

I am aretired naval officer and the proud father
and brother of openly gay men, and I am appalled by
Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth’s decision to rename
the USNS Harvey Milk.

Milk, one of the first openly gay elected officials in
U.S. history, was a beacon of courage during a time of
widespread intolerance. Though some might have
disagreed with his politics, his unwavering advocacy
for human rights earned him this honor by the Navy.
His assassination alongside San Francisco Mayor
George Moscone (D) in 1978 was a devastating blow
to the LGBTQ+ community and all who believe in
justice.

To claim this name change is necessary to restore
our “warrior ethos,” as was said by Hegseth’s
spokesman, is not only baseless — it is also an insult
to every gay service member who has worn the
uniform with pride and distinction. That this
decision was made during Pride Month only deepens
the offense.

Steven M. Wendelin, Lost River, West Virginia

News is out that Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth
has

ordered the removal of Harvey Milk’s name from a
naval ship and is also considering renaming ships
honoring abolitionist Harriet Tubman and Supreme
Court Justice Thurgood Marshall. Hegseth'’s
spokesman said it is part of an effort to rejuvenate
our country’s “warrior ethos.”

I am aveteran with a top-secret nuclear clearance
and the Army’s elite machine gun sharpshooter
badge, and I am hurt by Hegseth’s explanation.
Tubman’s military exploits extended beyond the
Underground Railroad, on which she sometimes
carried a pistol to deter slave chasers. She also served
as an armed scout, nurse and source of intelligence
to federal troops. In June 1863, she furnished
planning and leadership to Union troops during a
military operation at South Carolina’s Combahee
River that freed more than 700 enslaved people,
many of whom then joined the Army. In 1865, she
was appointed as nurse matron at Fort Monroe’s
Colored Hospital in Hampton, Virginia.

And while we are talking about “warrior ethos”
deficiencies, I'd also like to note that Tubman was
posthumously given the rank of brigadier general in
the Maryland National Guard, which outranks
Hegseth, who was just a major in the Minnesota
National Guard.

Stan Heuisler, Baltimore

Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth has ordered the
Navy to rename one of its ships honoring the gay
activist Harvey Milk.

Unlike the current commander in chief, who
never wore the uniform of our country, Milk came

from a family with a history of naval service. He was
commissioned as an officer in 1951 and served as a
diving officer on the USS Kittiwake, a submarine
rescue ship, during the Korean War. Hegseth should
respect his service. Leave the USNS Harvey Milk
alone.

Vin Morabito, Scranton, Pennsylvania

Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth is removing
Harvey Milk’s name from a U.S. Navy ship because,
according to Pentagon spokesman Sean Parnell, it
apparently isn’t “reflective of the Commander-in-
Chief’s priorities.” So, Hegseth is probably seeking an
appropriate name that reflects President Donald
Trump’s priorities. After just a bit of my own
reflection, I've come up with a suggestion: the USS
Bone Spurs.

Tom Martella, Washington

It was a brazenly impertinent move by Defense
Secretary Pete Hegseth to order the removal of the
name of an assassinated gay icon from one of the
Navy’s oilers right at the start of Pride Month. It will
take more than that to rain on our parade.

History has shown that erasing names from
monuments or other memorials, or buildings or
forts — or anything, for that matter — does not
remove the memory of that name, and what it stands
for, from the human heart.

As for President Donald Trump’s priority of
keeping names in line with a “warrior ethos,” I must
remind him why Pride is celebrated in June: to
honor the ferocious drag queens and other
persistent queer community members who fought
back during the Stonewall riots, which became a
turning point in the modern gay rights movement.

Remember: Hell hath no fury like a scorned
queen. Happy Pride!

SKkip Strobel, Washington
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KAREN TUMULTY

Sherrill’s run
in New Jersey
points the way
for Democrals

s Democrats seek a way out of
the wilderness, they should be
paying attention to what just
happened — and is about to
happen — in a blue state that swung
sharply to the right in last year’s presi-

dential race.

In Tuesday’s New Jersey primary elec-
tions, Rep. Mikie Sherrill (D) easily pre-
vailed over five other contenders to win
her party’s nomination for governor;

Republicans

Jack Ciattarelli,
business
and former
representative wh

“ cratic
' d Phil Murphy.
1. SCOTT APPLEWHITE/AP
Rep. Mikie

Sherrill

over-
whelmingly picked

a

executive
state

(0]

four years ago nearly
knocked off Demo-
incumbent

New Jersey is one
of two states — the
other is Virginia —

that hold their gu-
bernatorial contests in the year following
presidential elections and are therefore

seen as bellwethers of national politics.

Most surprising about Tuesday’s vote,
Sherrill told me the morning after her
victory, was the surge in Democratic
turnout. “We had almost 800,000 people
voting in this primary. That’s unheard
of,” she said. The number, she added,
“shows you the passion people have,
shows you what’s coming in November

here.”

All of which is a sharp contrast from
November 2024, when Donald Trump
came within only six points of winning
New Jersey, a state he had lost to Joe
Biden by 16 points four years earlier. The
main reason was a sharp drop-off in the
number of Democrats showing up to

vote.

No doubt, part of the Democratic
resurgence was fueled by record spend-
ing by the candidates and outside
groups. But Sherrill, the only woman
running for New Jersey governor in
either party, is also a politician of rare

talents and with a dazzling life story.

She is a U.S. Naval Academy graduate
who piloted helicopters on missions in
Europe and the Middle East and a former
federal prosecutor who holds a degree
from the London School of Economics.
As a moderate first-time candidate in
2018, Sherrill flipped a congressional
district that had been held by Republi-
cans for decades. She is also a mother of
four, whose daughter and son will be

enrolling at Annapolis this summer.

As a gubernatorial candidate, Sherrill
has focused heavily on making life in
New Jersey more affordable. But she
rejects the advice from some that Demo-
crats should be running exclusively on

kitchen table issues.

“I'm like, well, if I'm not talking about
rights and freedoms, why am I running
here? I've taken multiple oaths to the
Constitution. I'm not backing away from
that,” she said. “I'm not somehow going
to cave to Trump, because he’s trying to
shred the Constitution and ignore the
courts and the governors and the states
and attack the very people he’s supposed
to serve. I'm not going to just say

nothing.”

In Washington, Sherrill shared an
apartment for four years with fellow
lawmaker Abigail Spanberger, who is
unopposed in Tuesday’s Virginia Demo-

cratic primary for governor. Last year,

I

wrote about the two of them, and how
their shared background in national
security — Spanberger had been an
undercover CIA officer — made them
impatient with the processes and grid-

lock that are endemic to Capitol Hill.

“I truly believed, and still believe, that
the front line of the battle is in the states,
that it’s truly in the states where we need
to stand up for people,” Sherrill told me
Wednesday. “We need to provide effec-
tive governance for people, especially in
the wake of the chaos from Washington,

and we need to protect people.”
This race has the potential to be

a

brutal one. Though no Republican has
won New Jersey’s presidential vote since
1988, its governorship has often swung
between the two parties. The GOP be-
lieves Ciattarelli is well positioned to win
this year, in part because of dissatisfac-

tion with the leadership of Murphy, wh

(0]

has been in office eight years and is

term-limited.

“Make no mistake, Mikie Sherrill is
Phil Murphy 2.0,” Ciattarelli said in his

victory speech Tuesday night.

But Trump will loom heavily in the
race. Though Ciattarelli in 2015 referred

to the celebrity real estate developer as

a

“charlatan” who was “not fit to be presi-
dent of the United States,” he has since
fallen into line and was boosted in his

race this year by Trump’s endorsement.

“Jack, who after getting to know and
understand MAGA, has gone ALL IN,
and is now 100% (PLUS!),” Trump wrote

last month on his social media site.

Sherrill, for her part, said: “I think the
people of New Jersey are ready for this
fight. I mean, it’s going to be a tough one,
but we’re all ready, because it’s our

future” How well she does might als

[0)

spell what lies in the future for her party.

THEODORE R. JOHNSON

What real patriots should think
aboutl Trump’s parade

he heart of the nation’s civic

calendar is the period between

Memorial Day, honoring those

who gave their last breath, and
Independence Day, when the country
drew its first.

In between, there is Juneteenth, the
newest federal holiday, which com-
memorates the end of slavery and a
second founding. Flag Day is June 14,
marking the anniversary of the adop-
tion of the Stars and Stripes. That date
is also the birthday of the U.S. Army,
which turns 250 this year. That date is
Donald Trump’s birthday, too, which
stamps the president’s uncritical and
theatrical brand of patriotism at the
center of a bigger conversation about
pride in America.

This year, Trump will get the parade
that he has long desired. The Army’s
historic milestone provides the occa-
sion for a mile-long military proces-
sion to wind its way through the na-
tion’s capital on Saturday. This will be
the first such event in three decades,
and the first not associated with a
presidential inauguration or victory in
war. Given this rarity and the coinci-
dence of dates — the flag, the Army
and Trump all sharing a birthday —
the parade has taken on more mean-
ing than just the celebration of an
institution.

Democratic lawmakers have ac-
cused Trump of hijacking the historical
anniversaries in service of his own ego
and political benefit. There’s biparti-
san angst about the parade’s hefty price
tag of up to $44 million, and mayoral
concerns that damage to city streets
could cost $16 million. Some of
Trump’s supporters anticipate a glori-
ous spectacle, seeing the convergence
of birth dates as evidence of his conse-
cration: “providential,” as U.S. Chief of
Protocol Monica Crowley describes it.
“Hand of God, for sure.” All the bicker-
ing and zealotry are enough to make
real patriots lose their religion — how-
ever many of them remain.

Patriotism is on the decline in the
United States, and the word itself has
become contentious. It’s perceived as
partisan, and there’s a generational
divide, with younger Americans hav-
ing far less attachment to the label and
the idea. Its most garish displays are
often associated with an intolerant,
“love it or leave it” nationalism. It
seems fickle in practice: Voters feel
more patriotic when their candidate
wins the White House; it surges not in
peaceful times but immediately after
an attack. And the honorific is as-
signed frivolously, given alike by presi-
dents to soldiers who died defending
the Constitution and to Jan. 6 convicts
who violated it by storming the Capi-
tol. These realities have stigmatized
the whole concept, undermining what
it means anymore to be proud of the
country.

National holidays and commemo-
rations are inherently political; they

communicate which people and mo-
ments to honor. And rituals are good
for nations; they offer meaning and
connection that signal our willingness
to belong. But though few things spell
civic pride like a parade, when politics
co-opts the ritual and treats it like
religion, it’s as likely to create believers
asitis heathens. And the most divisive
politicians tell the country who is
which, fashioning themselves as
saints in the process. No wonder fewer
of us identify as patriots.

Patriotism is on the

decline in the U.S., and
the word itself has
become contentious.

But does it also mean fewer of us
should be proud of our country? Not in
agreement with its actions or proud of
its choices on any given day, but proud
of its journey over time. Proud of the
many people who fought for equality,
and of the cultures and ideas they
gave life to. And proud of its progress,
even where work remains. In 1852,
Frederick Douglass’s historic speech
asked: “What to the slave is the Fourth
of July?” What to the enslaved would
Juneteenth National Independence
Day mean, signed into law while a
Black woman was vice president? To-
day wouldn’t be their heaven, but it’s a
far better nation than the one they
knew, maybe even better than one they
thought possible. I think they would
be proud. We should be, too — no

ANDREW CABALLERO-REYNOLDS/AFP/GETTY IMAGES
The Capitol is seen through a security fence on the National Mall on June 9.

matter which party holds the White
House, and no matter which brand of
patriotism predominates.

They would definitely throw a pa-
rade. Newly emancipated men and
women held the earliest Memorial Day
observance in May 1865 in Charleston,
South Carolina, honoring fallen Union
soldiers by singing an ode to the flag,
“The Star-Spangled Banner,” and mar-
shaling a parade of 10,000 people. A
few weeks later, on June 19, the Army
informed the last corner of Texas of
slavery’s end. Juneteenth has been
filled with festivals and parades ever
since.

At the heart of our calendar are
people of all colors from all places who
felt pride in their history despite ex-
periencing injustice, and who found
pride in America though they had
reasons not to. Real patriots know
there is room for both shame and
pride; they meet the former with a
fighting spirit and the latter with a
celebratory one.

Asithappens, the Army is central to
all the national observances in these
civic six weeks. Older than the nation
by a year, its history is likewise imper-
fect, but its 250 years of service are
more than worthy of commemoration.
The flag and the country have also
earned their anniversaries. And their
critiques and protests, too. White
House planners expect paradegoers
will spontaneously serenade the presi-
dent for his birthday, flags streaming
and battle tanks tracking down Consti-
tution Avenue. But president and pa-
rade and politics aside, there’s no
shamein being proud of the people and
institutions — in uniform and out —
who have fought to make America live
better, and help it see another year.

Congress has a tool to finish what Musk started

BY DoMmiINIC PINO

ell, this is awkward. After the

relationship between Presi-

dent Donald Trump and

businessman Elon Musk
very publicly soured, Congress is con-
sidering action on the primary product
of that relationship: spending cuts sug-
gested by the U.S. DOGE Service.

Lawmakers might be annoyed with
Musk’s heel turn against Trump, but
that shouldn’t keep them from moving
forward on this proposal. Cutting
spending through rescission packages
passed by Congress should become a
greater part of fiscal policy going for-
ward. It’s a far more effective and legally
sound way to approach spending cuts
than the smash-and-grab approach
Musk’s allies pursued at the agency
level.

Though some other actions of the
Trump administration have been based
on expansive theories of executive pow-
er (to say the least), which often leaves
them open to challenges in court, a
rescissions package is squarely within
the bounds of the law and the Constitu-
tion. The legislative branch appropri-
ates money, and then the executive
branch spends it. If the executive
branch thinks the appropriation was
too high, or unnecessary, the Impound-
ment Control Act of 1974 says it can
explain its reasoning to Congress and
request that the funding be rescinded.

Importantly, it’s one of the few types
of meaningful legislation that Republi-
cans can enact without a single Demo-
cratic vote. If the House and the Senate
both pass their request with a simple
majority (no filibuster is possible for
rescissions packages under the
1974 act), then the budget authority for
whichever agencies were tasked with
spending the appropriation goes away.
The White House transmitted its re-
quest for rescissions to Congress on
June 3. It seeks to undo $9.4 billion

worth of appropriations. Once it is
transmitted, Congress has 45 days to
approve it.

The muscle memory among staff and
lawmakers around using this procedure
is all but gone on Capitol Hill, but it has
a history of success that could provide a
model for Republicans moving forward.
The process under the ICA largely fell
into disuse after Bill Clinton’s presiden-
cy, but Ronald Reagan was the most
frequent user of it. In the 1981 fiscal year,
Congress passed 101 of Reagan’s 133 pro-
posed rescissions, cutting about $11 bil-
lion in appropriations. “As a percentage
of federal outlays, that would be like
cutting over $100 billion today,” Nation-
al Review pointed out in March.

Republicans are rightly criticized for
talking a good game about spending
cuts when in the opposition but not
following through when they’re in pow-
er. Now they have an opportunity to
follow through in two areas they have
criticized for a long time: foreign aid
and public broadcasting.

These are red-meat political issues
that the administration probably chose
to include in part to enrage progres-
sives. “If they pass this, we’ll send up
many more,” Office of Management and
Budget Director Russell Vought said. In
other words, start with the relatively
easy political lift and build up to heavier
ones.

This isn’t a substitute for fixing the
long-term debt: $9.4 billion will not do
anything to change the broader fiscal
trajectory. On average, the federal gov-
ernment spends over twice that much
money in one day. But it is a test for
Republicans in Congress to see whether
they can take a discrete vote to cut
spending, a simple test that they have
repeatedly failed.

Republicans have talked about de-
funding PBS and NPR at least since
Richard M. Nixon was president. Rea-
gan proposed rescinding some appro-
priated funding for public broadcasting

in 1981. Newt Gingrich wanted to de-
fund public broadcasting as part of his

Contract With America agenda. Mitt

Romney said he’d cut PBS funding if he
were elected president in 2012.

“If in fact the Republicans can’t get
rid of a program they’ve talked about for

20 years, we might as well go home,” said

conservative economics commentator

Stephen Moore in these pages —in 1995.
Opposing taxpayer-funded broadcast-
ing is not something new in the Trump
era; cutting that spending would be.
Foreign aid is a much more compli-

cated area to cut, and it’s a good thing

that Congress will be making the deci-
sions. The rescissions process imposes
order on what was at first a reckless
DOGE effort to slash foreign aid.
Republican Rep. Don Bacon of Ne-

braska, for example, said he wouldn’t

vote for the rescissions if they signifi-
cantly cut funding from the President’s
Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief, a pro-
gram that started under George W. Bush
and has been effective at fighting AIDS.
There’s plenty of foreign aid to target
that is not effective. Bacon’s vote is
crucial, and the White House knows
that, so it has altered its request, accord-
ing to Politico. The same pattern could

play out with other members and other

programs. This is the legislative process
at work, using hearings, committee ex-

pertise and negotiation to temper

DOGE’s more rash approach.

The Trump-Musk bromance was an
odd mechanism for this process to
return to Washington, but if Republi-
cans can pass this first package and then
build up to Reagan levels of rescissions,

they’ll be able to get back a little bit of
their street cred as budget hawks. Better

late than never.

Dominic Pino is the Thomas L. Rhodes
journalism fellow at National Review
Institute and host of the American Institute
for Economic Research podcast
“Econception.”

GEORGE F. WILL

Caulious
oplimism

for individual
liberty

ristotle’s axiom “one swallow does

not make a summer” suggests cau-

tion in anticipating large reverbera-

tions from a Supreme Court ruling
last week. But the court’s unanimous affir-
mation of a principle that is commonsensi-
cal but now controversial might indicate its
readiness to temper the racialization of
American law and governance, to which the
court has contributed.

In 2019, Marlean Ames, a heterosexual
Ohio woman who had worked in a state
agency since 2004, was denied a promotion
for a job that went to a lesbian colleague
with less experience at the agency and lesser
academic credentials. Ames was subse-
quently demoted to a position involving a
40 percent pay cut, and her prior position
was filled by a gay man.

Ames filed a lawsuit saying she was dis-
criminated against, in violation of Title VII of
the 1964 Civil Rights Act, because of her
sexual orientation. She lostin a district court,
and in her appeal to the U.S. Court of Appeals
for the 6th Circuit, which held that she had
not demonstrated “background circum-
stances” (not defined, anywhere) to justify
her suspicion of discrimination. This demon-
stration requires, the 6th Circuit said, a
member of a majority to show that her
employer is “that unusual employer who
discriminates against the majority.”

The Supreme Court heard this case not to
decide the merits of Ames’s accusation but to
consider her extra burden in making them.
In Justice Ketanji Brown Jackson’s short
(nine-page) opinion for the court, she noted
that “disparate treatment” (discrimination)
claims generally rest on “circumstantial evi-
dence,” but only members of a majority have
the additional evidentiary burden of dem-
onstrating “background circumstances.”

Jackson briskly held that Title VII draws
no distinction between majority-group and
minority-group plaintiffs. Rather, it con-
cerns unlawfully hiring, discharging or oth-
erwise discriminating against “any individ-
ual” (Jackson’s emphasis).

By stipulating protections for every “indi-
vidual,” Congress “left no room for courts to
impose special requirements on majority-
group plaintiffs alone.” Jackson quoted the
court’s language in the 1971 Duke Power Co.
case: “Discriminatory preference for any
group, minority or majority, is precisely and
only what Congress has proscribed” (Jack-
son’s emphasis).

In Duke Power, however, the court
greased the nation’s slide into laws that
recognize, in order to privilege, groups. The
court conceded that the company did not
intentionally discriminate on the basis of
race. It nonetheless was guilty of illegal
discrimination because when making pro-
motions it administered an aptitude test
that had a “disparate impact” on groups:
58 percent of White candidates and 6 per-
cent of Black ones passed.

By creating an illegal discrimination of
effects, severed from intentions, the court
opened a path to racialist thinking and laws.
And a racial spoils system based on the
theory that disparate social outcomes
should be blamed on “systemic” racism. So,
racism will persist until “the system” — a.k.a.
society — is dismantled and reassembled
equitably, which might take a while.

Such language — systemic injuries to
certain (not all) minority groups — under-
mines a foundational American premise:
that rights (and responsibilities) inhere in
individuals. This has helped create today’s
simmering stew of grievances: the toxic
binary of oppressors and oppressed, griev-
ance groups vs. groups aggrieved by being
accused of complicity, even if unintentional,
in oppression.

Jackson’s opinion focused, properly, on
the narrow question of what Title VII
requires and does not mandate. Justice
Clarence Thomas, however, in a l4-page
concurrence (joined by Justice Neil
M. Gorsuch), deplored “problems that arise
when judges create atextual legal rules and
frameworks.”

By now, much constitutional law is
“judge-made”: extracted from, not found in,
constitutional or statutory texts. Including
some doctrines that conservatives rightly
applaud, such as the “major questions”
doctrine: Executive agencies should not ex-
ercise powers of vast economic and political
significance unless Congress has clearly and
explicitly authorized this. Other examples:
Miranda warnings (by police), the exclu-
sionary rule (excluding illegally seized evi-
dence from trials), the nondelegation doc-
trine (limiting Congress’s ability to delegate
to executive agencies essentially legislative
powers).

The “background conditions” require-
ment for majority plaintiffs is, however,
unambiguously discrimination mandated
as social policy, implausibly tickled from
Title VII language. How will Jackson apply
her “individuals, not groups” reasoning
when, soon, the court announces its rul-
ing in a case from Louisiana under the
1965 Voting Rights Act?

The core issue there is: Does a map of six
congressional districts, drawn after the
2020 Census, constitute “vote dilution” that
denies a particular group, Black voters, a
“meaningful opportunity” to elect candi-
dates of their choice? No such language is in,
or implied by, the Voting Rights Act, or is
compatible with the Constitution’s guaran-
tee of equal protection of the laws for
individuals.
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Spectacularly creative songwriter behind the Beach Boys

WILSON FROM A1l

acknowledged mastermind be-
hind their music.

A spectacularly imaginative
songwriter, he was responsible
for initial successes including
“Surfin’ U.S.A.” “Surfer Girl,” “I
Get Around,” “All Summer Long,”
“Don’t Worry Baby,” “The
Warmth of the Sun” and “Califor-
nia Girls.” Such numbers evoked
the joys of hot-rodding under
boundlessly blue skies and, above
all, the bronzed, bikinied lifestyle
of Southern California.

Yet Mr. Wilson also displayed
an ambitious craftsmanship as a
producer that culminated in the
1966 Beach Boys album “Pet
Sounds,” which many critics and
music historians consider the
first and greatest of all rock “con-
cept” albums building songs
around a theme.

Alternately celebratory and de-
spairing, making effective musi-
cal use of such traditionally extra-
musical sounds as bicycle bells,
car horns, trains and barking
dogs, “Pet Sounds” was not sim-
ply a collection of songs but a
unified work of art, tracing a love
affair from beginning to end,
while melding an all-but-unp-
recedented intimacy of expres-
sion in rock with near-symphonic
scope.

The album and Mr. Wilson had
a profound impact on musicians
of the era and beyond. The Beat-
les acknowledged that the unity
and complexity of “Pet Sounds”
helped inspire the similarly ambi-
tious “Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts
Club Band” (1967).

The mystical singer-songwrit-
er Judee Sill, later heralded by
many critics as an overlooked
genius, based her first finished
piece, “Lady-0O” (1971), directly on
the album’s emotional climax, “I
Just Wasn’'t Made for These
Times.” And Bob Dylan admired
the immaculately polished sound
in the Beach Boys’ recordings,
telling Newsweek, “That ear — I
mean, Jesus, he’s got to will that
to the Smithsonian!”

From the beginning, the Beach
Boys were wildly successful.
Their work combined traditional
American songwriting in the
manner of Stephen Foster and
George Gershwin, close “barber-
shop” harmonies appropriated
from groups such as the Four
Freshmen, the Ilushly ornate
“Wall of Sound” production val-
ues of Phil Spector, and the exu-
berant rock-and-roll of Chuck
Berry.

Mr. Wilson increasingly moved
away from songwriting formulas
and turned instead to a deeply
personal “outsider” mode of crea-
tion that tested the boundaries of
sounds, harmonies and song
structures. A 2007 article in the
New Yorker by music critic Sasha
Frere-Jones went so far as to call
Mr. Wilson “indie rock’s muse,”
and it is hard to imagine the
works of such latter-day bands as
the High Llamas, Yo La Tengo,
and Belle and Sebastian without
his influence.

Although the Beach Boys occa-
sionally recorded songs by other
musicians, including members of
the band, Mr. Wilson’s brother
Dennis summed up the group as
Brian’s “messengers.”

“Brian Wilson is the Beach
Boys,” he said in 1971. “He is all of
it. Period. We’re nothing. He’s
everything.”

Yet there was an abiding pa-
thos in Mr. Wilson’s best records.
It consisted not merely of the
idealized scenes the songs depict-
ed, but also of the fact that they
were created by a depressed, so-
cially awkward, partially deaf
young man who never surfed or
much liked the beach and spent a
great deal of his time alone in his
room.

Indeed, Mr. Wilson led what
was often an unhappy and unset-
tled life, and suffered a break-
down in the late 1960s that drasti-
cally curtailed his life and later
work. As he expressed in one of
his most personal songs, “°Til I
Die,” released on the 1971 album
“Surf’s Up”:

I'm a cork on the ocean,

Floating over the raging sea,

How deep is the ocean?

How deep is the ocean?

I lost my way

Pressure and ‘Pet Sounds’

At the height of their career,
The Beach Boys were under pres-
sure to turn out song after song,
album after album, while making
live concert appearances
throughout the United States and
abroad.

The albums “Shut Down, Vol-
ume 2,” “All Summer Long,” “The
Beach Boys Today!” and “Summer
Days (And Summer Nights!!)”
were all released between March
1964 and July 1965 — each one
representing an exponential leap
for Mr. Wilson as composer, ar-
ranger and producer.

During the same period, a suc-
cession of British groups, led by
the Beatles, came to the United
States and knocked the Beach

;
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The Beach Boys circa 1964. Brian Wilson, second from right, is joined from left by Al Jardine, Mike Love, Carl Wilson and Dennis Wilson.

Boys from their perch near the
top of the charts. By 1965, Mr.
Wilson, increasingly troubled
and anxious, had stopped touring
with his band, with the expressed
intent of devoting himself exclu-
sively to production and song-
writing.

“Pet Sounds,” released in May
1966, dazzled everyone from Paul
McCartney (who once called its
“God Only Knows” the greatest
pop song ever written) to the
conductor and composer Leon-
ard Bernstein, who concluded his
warmly appreciative, nationally
telecast exploration of rock with
Mr. Wilson at home, playing
alone at the piano.

But “Pet Sounds” sold relative-
ly poorly when it came out, and
an internecine struggle had be-
gun within the Beach Boys, one
that would prove disastrous for
all concerned. Some members of
the band, particularly Love, the
front man during live perform-
ances, were vehemently opposed
to any deviation from what had
become an exceedingly lucrative
formula, while Mr. Wilson —
overstressed, overindulged, de-
spondent, drugged and dissipat-
ed — was increasingly out of sight
and out of touch.

At home in Los Angeles, Mr.
Wilson worked on what he hoped
would be his magnum opus, a
vast, abstracted suite called
“Smile.” He had a custom-made
sand pit built in the house, to
summon the aura of the beach.
Never before had so much time
and money been spent on a single
recording; there were eventually
72 studio sessions. A bejeweled
single, “Good Vibrations,” featur-
ing an electro-theremin, went im-
mediately to No. 1, and anticipa-
tion for the album was intense.

The complete “Smile” was an-
nounced for release in early 1967,
then postponed indefinitely, at
Mr. Wilson’s insistence.

He had begun to suffer from
what would later be diagnosed as
schizoaffective disorder, with in-
cessant auditory hallucinations
and paranoia. He reached a nadir
when he became convinced that a
two-minute cut called “Mrs.
O’Leary’s Cow” — the “fire” part
of a so-called Elements section on
“Smile” that also contained musi-
cal evocations of earth, air and
water — was somehow, by its very
existence, igniting blazes all over
Los Angeles County. Mr. Wilson
then attempted unsuccessfully to
destroy the tapes before entering
along despondency.

For most of the following dec-
ade, Mr. Wilson was a near-com-
plete recluse. He contributed one
or two songs to Beach Boys re-
cordings, which still came out on
occasion but sold miserably. The
group was often dismissed as
hopelessly old-fashioned during
the “psychedelic” late 1960s and
early 1970s. Jann Wenner, the
co-founder and first editor of
Rolling Stone magazine, went so
far as to dismiss claims of Mr.
Wilson’s genius as “essentially a
promotional shuck.”

A quickly made substitute for
“Smile,” titled “Smiley Smile,” was
finally issued in late 1967, to
dismal reviews and poor sales,
and the Beach Boys never recov-
ered their creative momentum.

Tracks from the original
“Smile” project leaked out on the
albums “20/20” (1969), “Sunflow-
er” (1970) and “Surf’s Up” (1971).

In 2004, a supposed “completed”
version was issued by Mr. Wilson,
in tandem with his lyricist and
collaborator Van Dyke Parks and
a Los Angeles band called the
Wondermints.

It took until 2011 for Mr. Wil-
son’s original “Smile” recordings
to be released in their entirety,
and the music was just as gor-
geous, giddy, ambitious and
strange as had been expected. In
these discs, Mr. Wilson is better
understood as a composer of elec-
tro-acoustical soundscapes than
as a traditional songwriter. The
disc was made up of fractured,
elaborately ornamented musical
tableaux, distinguished by their
brevity, concentration and sheer
sonic splendor that flowered in
the ear.

Roads to recovery and
relapses

In 1974, the Beach Boys (with-
out Mr. Wilson) had been discov-
ered as a live “oldies” act and
began to make an enormous
amount of money again in con-
cert and with their back cata-
logue. The group began a strenu-
ous campaign to convince the
world “Brian Is Back!”

Mr. Wilson appeared on NBC’s
“Saturday Night Live” in 1976,
participated in an hour-long tele-
vision celebration of the band,
and began to make occasional
appearances with the group, dur-
ing most of which he looked
terrified and unhappy. But he
managed to write every song on
the 1977 album “Love You,” a
poignant, charming and strange-
ly childlike disc that captivates
despite Mr. Wilson’s startlingly
ragged vocals.

Giving the album an A in the
“Consumer Guide” column he
wrote for the Village Voice, critic
Robert Christgau summed it up:
“Painfully crackpot and painfully
sung, but also inspired, not least

because it calls forth forbidden
emotions. For a surrogate teen-
ager to bare his growing pains so
guilelessly was exciting, or at
least charming; for an avowed
adult to expose an almost childish
naivete is embarrassing, but also
cathartic.”

Still, the argument about
whether Mr. Wilson was, in fact,
“back” persisted for the rest of his
life. He spent much of his life
struggling with cocaine and other
drugs, drastic weight fluctua-
tions, and depression and mental
illness, and his recoveries seemed
both tentative and temporary. For
a long period, he was under al-
most total control by a psycholo-
gist who was later stripped of his
license.

In later life, Mr. Wilson seemed
to stabilize somewhat with im-
proved psychiatric medications
and his marriage to Melinda Led-
better-Wilson, who took charge of
his career as well as his person.
He toured with an entourage that
guarded him fiercely and gently.

His auditory hallucinations
never abated.

“I dread the derogatory voices I
hear during the afternoon,” he
reflected during an interview
with Ability magazine in 2006.
“They say things like, ‘You are
going to die soon, and I have to
deal with those negative
thoughts. But it’s not as bad as it
used to be. When I'm on stage, I
try to combat the voices by sing-
ing really loud. When I’'m not on
stage, I play my instruments all
day, making music for people.
Also, I kiss my wife and kiss my
Kkids. I try to use love as much as
possible.”

Traumatic childhood

Brian Douglas Wilson was
born in Inglewood, California, a
suburb of Los Angeles, on June
20, 1942, and grew up in nearby
Hawthorne, where his father

The Beach Boys were inducted into the Rock and

Roll Hall of Fame in 1988, and Brian Wilson
received the Kennedy Center Honors in 2007 for
being “rock and roll’s gentlest revolutionary” and

for a body of work that was called “vulnerable and

sincere, authentic and unmistakably American.”
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Brian Wilson poses with his best rock instrumental performance
Grammy, for “Mrs. O’Leary's Cow,” in Los Angeles in 2005.

owned a machinery company. His
father, Murry, had musical ambi-
tions that were never realized and
was, by all accounts, a physically
abusive tyrant and heavy drinker.

“When he didn’t put his hands
on us, he tried to scare us in other
ways,” Mr. Wilson later wrote in
his memoir “I Am Brian Wilson.”
“He would take out his glass eye
and make us look into the space
where the eye used to be.”

Murry Wilson derided his chil-
dren, especially Brian, as talent-
less and undisciplined, despite
mounting evidence to the con-
trary. Brian had written his first
song at 5 and learned to play
piano by watching his father.
Playing the piano would become
a way to drown out family fights.

During high school, Mr. Wilson
was a capable student who played
baseball and football and ran
cross-country. But his great inter-
est was music and, when he re-
ceived a Wollensak tape recorder
for his 16th birthday, he enlisted
his younger brothers, singing fa-
miliar songs and playing them
back, all the while listening close-
ly and critically.

“I heard the Del-Vikings, the
Coasters and the Platters. They
blew me away,” Mr. Wilson told
the Washington Times. “I learned
how to make harmonies. And I
learned how to sing with love in
my voice from Rosemary Cloo-
ney.”

In 1961, while a student at El
Camino College, he wrote his first
pop song. Based on the Disney
standard “When You Wish Upon
a Star,” it was later known as
“Surfer Girl”

His group, originally called the
Pendletones, made its first ap-
pearance that same year. When
the first single, “Surfin}” was re-
leased on a small Los Angeles
label called Candix, Mr. Wilson
and his band were surprised to
learn that the record company
had changed their name to the
Beach Boys.

Dennis Wilson once described
the first time the Beach Boys
heard “Surfin’” on the radio. They
were driving through Los Angeles
during a winter rainstorm and
the song came on unexpectedly.
“Nothing will ever top the expres-
sion on Brian’s face, ever,” he
recalled. “That was the all-time
moment.”

Their first national hit was
“Surfin’ U.S.A.” an homage to
Berry that was based on his
“Sweet Little Sixteen.” The bor-
rowings were obvious — Berry
had offered a vision of people
“rockin’” all over the country, and
Mr. Wilson changed that to “surf-
in’” and added a backing chorus.
Berry’s lawyers threatened a law-
suit and won a songwriter’s credit
for his inspiration.

Therapy gone awry

After Mr. Wilson mostly with-
drew from the Beach Boys, he
stayed in bed much of the time,
put on weight and became addict-
ed to alcohol, marijuana and co-
caine. In 1976, his first wife, Mari-
lyn Rovell, sought help and found
an unconventional Hollywood
therapist named Eugene Landy
to take over the care of her rapidly
deteriorating husband.

Landy assembled a team that
included himself, another doctor,
a nutritionist and a group of
handlers to watch him 24 hours a
day. He charged a monthly fee

that was said to exceed $20,000,
and later estimated that Mr. Wil-
son had paid him more than
$3 million between 1983 and
1991. For a while, he also lived in
Mr. Wilson’s mansion.

In 1989, Landy’s license to
practice psychology was stripped
by the state of California. But he
continued to work with Mr. Wil-
son and claimed a third of the
$250,000 advance for a spurious
1991 autobiography, “Wouldn’t It
Be Nice.”

Eventually, Mr. Wilson — with
the strong support of his family
and the rest of the Beach Boys —
took out a restraining order to
break his last ties with Landy.

Mr. Wilson’s brother Dennis
drowned in 1983, and his brother
Carl died of cancer in 1998. Mr.
Wilson’s relationship with the
rest of the Beach Boys devolved
into a squalid series of suits and
countersuits that lasted until the
three surviving members of the
band — Mr. Wilson, Love and
Jardine — joined forces with Da-
vid Marks and Bruce Johnston,
both of whom had been “Beach
Boys” at one point or another, to
play together again in 2012.

An album, “That’s Why God
Made the Radio,” was issued that
June, and the group embarked on
a 50th anniversary tour.

But the last official Beach Boys
hit had been “Kokomo” in 1988,
with which Mr. Wilson had noth-
ing to do and initially sold more
copies than any of their earlier
songs, largely because of its inclu-
sion in the Tom Cruise movie
“Cocktail.”

That same year, Mr. Wilson
released his first solo album, ti-
tled “Brian Wilson,” to encourag-
ing reviews. It was his first collec-
tion of new songs in more than a
decade. The opening piece, “Love
and Mercy,” became Mr. Wilson’s
signature piece. (That also be-
came of the title of a 2014 film
biopic featuring two actors, Paul
Dano and John Cusack, playing
the younger Mr. Wilson.)

Further solo discs appeared
and, in 2002, Mr. Wilson recorded
a live version of “Pet Sounds” as
part of a world tour. By then, he
had recovered much of his origi-
nal vocal luster, but the new
rendition seemed alarmingly ro-
botic, as though it had been
learned rather than felt.

Indeed, in later years, he grew
increasingly adept at “playing”
Brian Wilson onstage, but he
never appeared fully comfortable
doing much more. “It’s a hard
truth for those of us who love and
admire him to admit, but it can be
painful to see Wilson in concert,”
Will Hodgkinson, chief rock and
pop critic for the Times of Lon-
don, wrote in 2018.

The Wilson talent lived on into
another generation as Mr. Wil-
son’s daughters Carnie and Wen-
dy Wilson, by Rovell, made names
for themselves as two-thirds of
the band Wilson Phillips. His
marriage to Rovell, which had
long been complicated by affairs
and his precarious mental state,
collapsed in the late 1970s.

In 1995, he married Ledbetter,
amodel and car saleswoman who
became his manager and with
whom he had five children. She
died in 2024, at age 77. A complete
list of survivors was not immedi-
ately available.

“Melinda was more than my
wife,” Mr. Wilson wrote on Insta-
gram after her death. “She was
my savior. She gave me the emo-
tional security I needed to have a
career. She encouraged me to
make the music that was closest
to my heart. She was my anchor.”

After Ledbetter’s death, Mr.
Wilson’s family sought to place
him under a conservatorship,
saying that he was taking medi-
cation for dementia and “unable
to properly provide for his own
personal needs for physical
health.”

The Beach Boys were inducted
into the Rock and Roll Hall of
Fame in 1988, and Mr. Wilson
received the Kennedy Center
Honors in 2007 for being “rock
and roll’s gentlest revolutionary”
and for a body of work that was
called “vulnerable and sincere,
authentic and unmistakably
American.”

In 2010, he made arecording of
his favorite Gershwin songs and,
in 2021, he released “At My Piano,”
a selection of Mr. Wilson’s songs
played simply, lovingly and some-
what anxiously by their compos-
er.

For all of the Beach Boys’ musi-
cal infatuation with the carefree
life in the surf, Mr. Wilson admit-
ted to getting “conked on the
head” the one time he tried toride
a wave. But in summing up the
band’s most enduring aesthetic,
he told the Sunday Times of
London in 2019 that Southern
California was “more about the
idea of going in the ocean than
actually going in the ocean.”

“I liked to look at the sea,
though,” he added. “It was like a
piece of music: each wave was
moving around by itself, but they
were also moving together.”
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Singing the blue crab blues

Number of females, males and juveniles in bay raises concern for experts who study them

BY DANA HEDGPETH

Blue crabs in the Chesapeake Bay
have dropped to a “distressing low”
number, experts say, marking several
years of repeated declines and raising
concern about their long-term health.

The estimated number of crabs
was 238 million, the second-lowest
point since an annual blue crab
dredge survey to measure their popu-
lation started in the 1990s and com-
ing shortly after 2022’s record low of
226 million crabs, according to ex-
perts. The survey found that the
decline hit all of the crustaceans,
regardless of maturity or gender.

“It’s disturbing because we’ve seen
in all sectors — adult males, adult
females and juvenile crabs — drops in
their numbers,” said Allison Colden,
Maryland executive director for the
Chesapeake Bay Foundation. The big-
gest concern, she and other experts
said, is the drop in juvenile crabs.

“There’s a disconnect,” she said, “in
the productivity of the blue crab
population and the number of fe-

TOP: Crews work on a boat to conduct a “dredge survey” to analyze
the blue crab population along the Chesapeake Bay in Maryland and
Virginia. ABOVE: A blue crab is measured as part of an annual survey.

males in the water.”

The causes of their decline are a bit
of a mystery to scientists. The blue
crab population can vary widely each
year, depending on several factors,
including changes to their habitat —
especially a loss of underwater grass-
es that are critical for young crabs, an
increase in predators such as blue
catfish and red drum fish, pollution
runoff into the bay and dramatic
shifts in wind, current and storm
patterns that can especially affect
juvenile crabs.

“If it gets too cold too quickly that
causes them to die, and we've seen a
very high rate of crabs dying over the
winter,” Colden said.

The survey, conducted from De-
cember to March by the Maryland
Department of Natural Resources
and the Virginia Institute of Marine
Science, gives a snapshot-in-time esti-
mate of the number of blue crabs
living in the bay.

Experts use a boat to drag a six-
foot-wide dredge with a nylon mesh

SEE CRABS ON B2

Former CIA analyst is
sentenced to three years

Rahman pleaded guilty
to violating Espionage
Act after leaking intel

BY SALVADOR Ri1zzo

A former CIA analyst who
leaked highly classified records
about Israeli plans for a military
strike on Iran, which spread
quickly through social media last
year, was sentenced Wednesday
to three years and one month in
prison.

Asif W. Rahman pleaded guilty
to two counts of violating the
Espionage Act, admitting that he
leaked more than a dozen classi-
fied documents while working as
a CIA analyst. He was arrested
last year after FBI investigators
traced the download of two re-
cords detailing Israeli military
preparations to Rahman’s work-
station at the U.S. Embassy in
Phnom Penh, Cambodia.

The two top-secret documents,

from the National Geospatial-In-
telligence Agency, appeared in a
Telegram channel called “Middle
East Spectator” in mid-October
and described aviation exercises
and movements of munition
carts on an Israeli airfield that
were consistent with prepara-
tions for a strike on Iran but
contained no images, U.S. offi-
cials said.

The leaks also spread to other
social media platforms and led
Israel to delay its attack plan,
officials said. About two weeks
before the top-secret documents
appeared online, Tehran had
fired nearly 200 missiles at Israel
as a response to the Killings of
leaders from Hamas and Hezbol-
lah. The Biden administration
was publicly lobbying Israel not
to target Iranian nuclear sites or
energy facilities as it prepared a
retaliatory strike.

“I don’t think the severity, the
seriousness, of the conduct can be
overstated,” U.S. District Judge
Patricia Tolliver Giles said as she
imposed Rahman’s sentence in

SEE SENTENCE ON B3

Somber remembrance

TOM BRENNER/FOR THE WASHINGTON POST

Members of Congress participate in a moment of silence Tuesday during a vigil honoring Sarah
Milgrim and Yaron Lischinsky on the steps of the U.S. House. Lischinsky, 30, and Milgrim, 26,
were killed by a gunman May 21 outside the Capital Jewish Museum in the District.

Some in
Va. GOP
(uestion
strategy

EARLE-SEARS LAGS
ON FUNDRAISING

Concerns over slow start;
3-way ticket unity sought

BY GREGORY S. SCHNEIDER
AND LAURA VOZZELLA

RICHMOND — Democrat Abigail
Spanberger reported a massive
fundraising lead over Republican
gubernatorial rival Winsome Ear-
le-Sears this week, with her $14.3
million in campaign cash more
than quadruple the $3 million on
hand for Earle-Sears — aggravat-
ing concerns among some in the
GOP that the campaign is off to a
troubled start.

Republican critics cited anoth-
er number to explain their fears:
zero, the number of times Earle-
Sears has campaigned in public
with the full GOP ticket of John
Reid for lieutenant governor and
Attorney General Jason S. Mi-
yares seeking reelection. With
Democrats awaiting June 17 pri-
mary elections to determine the
rest of their ticket beyond Span-
berger, Republicans had a clear
opportunity for a head start.

“It’s really frustrating,” Loud-
oun County GOP chairman Scott
Pio said. “They could have ener-
gized the ticket early on, and here

SEE CAMPAIGN ON B2
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Maryland’s juvenile
services chief resigned
amid a crime spike. B3

D.C. to ban
phones

in public
classrooms

Council will take final
vote on law that would
cover charter schools, too

BY LAUREN LUMPKIN

Students in D.C. Public
Schools will no longer be permit-
ted to use their cellphones dur-
ing the school day starting this
fall, the system’s chancellor said.

The 52,000-student district,
which enrolls more than half the
public school students in the city,
is the latest in the D.C. area to
attempt to restrict phone usage.
It joins schools in several states
— including Virginia, California
and Florida — that have adopted
similar policies amid growing
concerns over how the devices
could affect students’ mental
health.

The new guidance from DCPS
also comes as the D.C. Council
considers a law that would ban
cellphone usage at all schools in
the District, including the city’s
134 charter schools. Council
members recently approved that
legislation in an initial vote, but
will need to vote again before it
becomes law.

An early version of the bill
would have put the policy in
effect before the next school year
starts in August. However, fol-

SEE PHONES ON B3
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Some Va. Republicans questioning Earle-Sears campaign

CAMPAIGN FROM B1

weare. ... As far as I can see there’s
no three-way unity on the ticket.”

The Earle-Sears campaign ar-
gues that it’s working from a
careful strategy that will pay off
over the long haul. “Mistake quiet
confidence for a slow start at your
own risk,” spokeswoman Peyton
Vogel said.

Still, many Republicans are
concerned about an enthusiasm
gap as national Democrats pour
money and attention on Virgin-
ia’s off-year elections, seen as a
referendum on President Donald
Trump and a tune-up for next
year’s congressional midterms.
All 100 seats in the House of
Delegates are also on the fall
ballot, and with control of the
chamber at stake, Democratic
House candidates raised a cumu-
lative $4.6 million compared with
$2.1 million for Republican can-
didates for the three-month peri-
od that ended June 5, according
to analysis by the Virginia Public
Access Project.

Spanberger raised $6.5 million
over the quarter, bringing her
total haul to $22.8 million, while
Earle-Sears brought in $3.5 mil-
lion in that period and $9.2 mil-
lion overall.

The lagging fundraising and
lack of public appearances by a
statewide GOP slate that solidi-
fied in late April come while six
Democrats running for the lieu-
tenant governor nomination and
two vying for attorney general
have been attacking one another.

“It’s not too late, but we have
lost these last four to six weeks,”
said Phil Kazmierczak, a Republi-
can activist in Virginia Beach and
former House of Delegates candi-
date. The timing is particularly
bad, he said, because the GOP
faces such “an uphill battle this
year” Trump lost Virginia by 6
points, his policies of cutting the
federal workforce have hit partic-
ularly hard in a state where the
economy is more tied to the feder-
al government than almost any
other, and the party in the White
House has lost every Virginia
gubernatorial election but one
since 1977.

Spanberger, a former congress-
woman, has largely held off on
attacking Earle-Sears, the state’s
lieutenant governor. Instead, she
has maintained a methodical,
low-key schedule of appearances
around the state to roll out policy
positions and face reporters in
one-on-one interviews or gaggles.
Her campaign said Spanberger
has events planned in every Vir-
ginia  congressional  district
through the end of June; her
website details activities in the
coming weeks for volunteers —
such as phone banks and canvass-
ing — and for the candidate her-
self.

“The Spanberger for Governor
campaign is building unmatched
momentum across Virginia,”
campaign manager Samson Si-
gnori said via email. “Meanwhile,

KRISTEN ZEIS/FOR THE WASHINGTON POST

A spokeswoman for Winsome Earle-Sears (R) warned of mistaking a slow start for quiet confidence.

MAXWELL POSNER/FOR THE WASHINGTON POST

Abigail Spanberger (D) has a lead in fundraising and is “building
unmatched momentum,” campaign manager Samson Signori said.

Winsome Earle-Sears has re-
mained largely out of view —
skipping scheduled events, dou-
bling down on her extreme posi-
tions, and leaving voters with
more questions than answers.”

Earle-Sears offers no such pub-
lic scheduling, but her campaign
said that’s part of the plan. “Win-
some Earle-Sears is showing up
where it counts,” Vogel said via
email. “In churches, at small busi-
nesses, in parades, and on factory
floors. We’re on TV, in mailboxes,
and out earning votes every day.
It’s early and while being strate-
gic may not be what the media
wants, our focus is squarely on
voters.”

Much of the turmoil within the
GOP has roots in a controversy
over Reid, a hard-right Richmond
talk-radio host who is openly gay
and became the lieutenant gover-
nor nominee by default when the
establishment favorite dropped

out for health reasons. Gov. Glenn
Youngkin (R) asked Reid to with-
draw from the race after the
candidate was accused of author-
ing a social media account that
reposted racy photos of nude and
seminude men, but Reid denied
the account was his and refused
to step aside.

He since has campaigned heav-
ily around the state and drawn
enthusiastic support from the
MAGA base of the party for his
outspoken allegiance  with
Trump, while Youngkin — who is
term-limited out of office — Ear-
le-Sears and Miyares have Kkept
their distance.

Asked by reporters last week
whether she planned to cam-
paign with Reid, Earle-Sears did
not directly answer: “We are fo-
cused. We are doing exactly what
we need to do. We are all over.
And we're going to win this. And
we are going to bring alongside

“Republicans are
ahvays outspent in
these statewide races.
It’s just imperative
that we get our
message out and that
we remind the citizens
and the donors how

critical this election is.”

State Sen. Mark J. Peake, Virginia
Republican Party chairman

everybody else. Thank you. Next
question.”

Earle-Sears has canceled sever-
al campaign appearances, includ-
ing three with Reid in the days
after Youngkin asked him to quit
therace. Arally her campaign had
been advertising for Friday in
Virginia Beach was called off this
week, according to a now-deleted
Eventbrite notice of the event;
her campaign said she will make
other, unadvertised appearances
in the city that day instead. Three
minutes before Earle-Sears was
to host a Zoom news conference
with a pair of rural sheriffs on
May 22, her campaign emailed
reporters to say the event would
have to be rescheduled “due to
unforeseen travel delays.” A new
date has not been announced.

Her style of campaigning has
been heavy on small and private
events or public appearances
with little media coverage — nota

typical approach for a candidate
trailing in fundraising. Her cam-
paign promoted no events last
weekend, for instance, but on
Saturday evening Earle-Sears
posted on X that she had “met
with business leaders in Virginia
Beach, attended the Chinese
American picnic in the peninsula,
made my way to Taste of India,
and now I'm at the [Tri-City] Chili
Peppers [baseball] game. Only in
Virginia, only in America.”

The chairman of the Republi-
can Party of Virginia, state Sen.
Mark J. Peake (R-Lynchburg),
said Earle-Sears has been using
nontraditional methods in “a
great outreach effort to bring in
new Republican voters. I think
that will pay off in the fall.”

Peake expressed hope that the
party’s three statewide candi-
dates will eventually campaign
together. “It is certainly my hope
that we will have a unified ticket
and that we will have campaign
rallies featuring all three candi-
dates,” he said.

Peake said the Democrats’
fundraising lead was nothing
new — that’s been the case for
Virginia’s past three governor’s
races — and not a reliable barom-
eter of voter sentiment. Democrat
Terry McAuliffe narrowly beat
Republican Ken Cuccinelli II in
2013 after outspending him by
$20 million. McAuliffe, seeking a
comeback in 2021, outspent
Youngkin by $3 million but lost in
a squeaker.

“Republicans are always out-
spent in these statewide races,’
Peake said. “It’s just imperative
that we get our message out and
that we remind the citizens and
the donors how critical this elec-
tion is.”

Spanberger’s haul so far has
outpaced McAuliffe’s from four
years ago, despite his being a
legendary national Democratic
fundraiser. During the same peri-
od in 2021 (though with five fewer
days in the reporting period),
McAuliffe raised almost $2.9 mil-
lion, according to VPAP. Span-
berger raised more than $6.5
million. She spent almost $3.2
million during that time, which
combined with the money al-
ready in her coffers left her with
more than $14.3 million avail-
able.

In addition, the Democratic
Governors  Association  an-
nounced Monday that it was com-
mitting at least $5 million to
Spanberger’s race, of which only
$500,000 was reflected in the
most recent filing.

Earle-Sears, by contrast, raised
$3.5 million for the period but
reported spending even more —
$4.6 million. With the money she
already had in her coffers, that
left Earle-Sears with just under
$3 million on hand.

Democrats also had a wide
fundraising advantage in the race
for lieutenant governor. Reid, the
GOP nominee, raised about
$134,000 over the period, for a
total of $312,000, and had

$116,000 on hand. Those sums
put him far behind the four best-
funded Democrats competing in
Tuesday’s six-way lieutenant gov-
ernor primary.

State Sen. Ghazala F. Hashmi
(Richmond) led the pack of aspir-
ing Democratic lieutenant gover-
nors for the quarter, raising
$743,000, which brought her to-
tal to nearly $1.8 million and left
her with $462,000 on hand. For-
mer Richmond Mayor Levar
Stoney raised $702,000 for the
period. That put his total at $2.1
million — the highest in the race
— but his cash on hand at
$258,000 was lowest of the top
contenders. State Sen. Aaron R.
Rouse (Virginia Beach) was in the
same financial league as those
two, raising $660,000 since April,
for a total haul of $1.8 million. He
had $452,000 in the bank.

Babur B. Lateef, a Northern
Virginia eye surgeon and chair-
man of the Prince William County
School Board, raised $374,000 for
the quarter for a $1.3 million
total, leaving him with $263,000
on hand. Far behind the others is
Alex Bastani, a retired economist
and lawyer at the U.S. Labor
Department and former union
president, who raised $14:2,000,
for a total of $276,000, and had
$27,000 on hand. Victor Salgado,
a former federal prosecutor,
raised $17,000 for a total of
$221,00, and had $14,000 in cash.

The only financial bright spot
for Republicans was in the race
for attorney general. Miyares, the
incumbent, raised $1.2 million
for the quarter, for a total of $4.3
million. He had $2.3 million on
hand.

The two Democrats vying to
take on Miyares are former Nor-
folk delegate Jerrauld C. “Jay”
Jones and Henrico County Com-
monwealth’s Attorney Shannon
Taylor. Taylor raised nearly $1.1
million for the quarter, bringing
her total to $2.1 million. Jones
raised $934,000, for a $2.7 mil-
lion total. They had comparable
cash on hand heading into the
homestretch, $493,000 for Jones,
$470,000 for Taylor.

The big cash advantage that
Democrats reported in House of
Delegates races was partly be-
cause they’re fielding candidates
in all 100 districts while Republi-
cans are running in about 70. Pio
— the Loudoun Republican, who
this year mounted an unsuccess-
ful campaign to become state
party chairman — said the House
races are another reason he’s con-
cerned about the GOP’s approach
this year.

“Why the heck are we ignoring
so many voters?” he said. In 2021,
he said, Youngkin brought high
energy and enthusiasm to races
up and down the ballot. “You
would go anywhere and you’d
know there was a delegate run-
ning on the ticket, you’d know
everybody was pushing in one
direction. Man, I don’t know —
this certainly feels different, for
sure.”

Blue crabs in bay drop to
‘distressing low” number

CRABS FROM B1

liner slowly along the bottom of
the bay, taking samples from
1,500 sites for the analysis. The
experts measure the collected
crabs and calculate the average
number of crabs in an area.

Experts examine the number
of female crabs that could spawn
in the coming year, which is an
indicator of whether there will be
a healthy crop of new crabs com-
ing, and analyze the number of
young crabs. The data helps ex-
perts manage crabs and regulate
the number that can be caught
and harvested each year.

Female crabs spawn their eggs
at the mouth of the Chesapeake
Bay, where it meets the Atlantic
Ocean. When they hatch, the
larvae — barely the size of a
pinhead — develop in the ocean
and return to the bay on tides,
winds and currents, where they
settle in underwater grass beds.
They then disperse throughout
the bay, mature in the rivers and
mate. But if the tiny larvae don’t
make it back to the bay, they’re
lost in the ocean and die.

Changes in water tempera-
tures and storm patterns are also
affecting the juvenile crab popu-

lation.

“If we have changes in weather
and more storms — more fre-
quent and more intense — that
pushes crabs into the ocean and
not into the bay, and we can lose a
lot of those juveniles,” said Man-
dy Bromilow, manager of the blue
crab program in fishing and boat-
ing services for the Maryland
Department of Natural Resourc-
es.
She said over the past five
years of the survey, there has
been a decrease in the number of
females and juveniles. This year,
there were 108 million adult fe-
males — which is below the target
population of 196 million. If it
consistently remains low, she
said, “you could have so few
females that they’re going to have
trouble sustainably reproducing
the population.”

Rom Lipcius, a professor of
marine science at the William &
Mary Virginia Institute of Marine
Science in Gloucester Point, Vir-
ginia, said that while the number
of females has recovered after
being overharvested in the late
1990s and early 2000s, the num-
ber of juveniles remains low.

Another problem for juvenile
crabs is one of their biggest pred-

[ o

KENNY FLETCHER/CHESAPEAKE BAY FOUNDATION

There is a disconnect between the blue crab population overall and the number of females in the water.

ators, the invasive blue catfish,
which is known to eat “whatever
they can get their hands on,”
Bromilow said.

Longtime waterman Chuckie
White, who has been in the com-
mercial fishing business for 46
years in Rock Hall on Maryland’s
Eastern Shore, said he has no-
ticed juvenile crabs “aren’t get-
ting ample time to make it to

legal size because of all the preda-
tors.”

His friend Donald Pierce, who
has been in the business since
1971, said he has seen good signs
in this year’s crab season, which
runs roughly from March to No-
vember. Pierce said this spring,
he put down 200 pots — used for
catching crabs — around the
Cape Charles area of the bay on

Virginia’s Eastern Shore and
caught the state’s daily limit — 22
bushels — of female crabs.
Keisha Sedlacek, federal direc-
tor at the Chesapeake Bay Foun-
dation, said in a statement that
her group is also concerned that
the “blue crab numbers are crash-
ing just as the Trump administra-
tion dismantles programs restor-
ing water quality and underwater

habitat like grasses vital for
crabs.”

Scientists in Maryland and Vir-
ginia are conducting a larger-
scale assessment of the blue crab
population, which will be com-
pleted in 2026. The last assess-
ment was in 2011, and watermen
and environmental experts said
they’re eager to see the impact of
changes in the climate and habi-
tat, and of the increase in blue
catfish population.

Lipcius said keeping the blue
crab population healthy is critical
for the bay’s ecosystem. Crabs eat
worms, clams and smaller crabs,
and they’re prey for sea turtles,
great blue herons and fish.

“They’re a major node in the
network and food web of the
Chesapeake Bay,” he said, and
they generate between $50 mil-
lion and $80 million in the com-
mercial harvesting business in
Maryland and Virginia.

Watermen said theyre con-
cerned but not alarmed.

“You have to give it time to
work itself out. We’ve seen chang-
es from time to time in every
season,” said Robert T. Brown, a
third-generation waterman in
the St. Clements Island area of
Maryland who has been presi-
dent of the Maryland Watermen’s
Association for more than a de-
cade. “Sometimes these surveys
come out and they say it’s going to
be bad and it instead turns out to
be a pretty good crabbing sea-
son.”
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Enter for the chance to win a pair of tickets to 311: Unity Tour at the Anthem.

For over three decades, 311 has been a trailblazer in modern rock—pushing boundaries while staying true to
their roots. Renowned for blending rock, reggae, funk, and rap into a sound uniquely their own, 311 continues to
make waves across the globe. Their music is as bold and vibrant today as it was at the start, a testament to their
passion, evolution, and deep connection with fans.
See Details https://www.washingtonpost.com/entertainment/events/lists/388
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State’s juvenile services chief resigns following scrutiny over his approach

BY KATIE METTLER

Maryland Department of Ju-
venile Services Secretary Vincent
Schiraldi — Gov. Wes Moore’s
most unorthodox Cabinet mem-
ber — resigned Monday after a
tumultuous two years while
tasked with overhauling the
agency amid a spike in crime
among teens.

Schiraldi, a nationally re-
nowned youth justice reformist,
said in an interview Tuesday that
he told the governor’s office last
month of his intent to leave the
agency by the end of the calendar
year, but said he would depart
sooner if it made more sense
logistically for the administra-
tion.

On Monday, Moore (D) said
Betsy Fox Tolentino of the Roca
Impact Institute will be taking
the helm as acting secretary on
Wednesday. Schiraldi will re-
main with the department
through June 20, he said, to help
with the leadership transition.

“I think I had become too
much of a lightning rod, and I
think that’s problematic,” Schi-
raldi said in the interview. “My
hope is now that Betsy, who is
terrific, will not carry my bag-
gage.”

Since he was appointed by
Moore in 2023, Schiraldi has

overseen a philosophical reposi-
tioning of the juvenile services
agency, standing up program-
ming meant to home in on reha-
bilitation and implementing
partnerships with “credible mes-
sengers,” who are community
members that young people may
be more inclined to listen to and
trust.

His Thrive Academy, which
focused on providing intensive
resources to young people under
state supervision who are at the
highest risk of shooting someone
or being shot, was awarded the
Inspiration Innovation Award by
the Council of Juvenile Justice
Administrators last year.

But Schiraldi’s tenure has
been pocked with controversy.
Republican state lawmakers
called on Moore to fire him
earlier this year after a state
audit of the department found
deficiencies, including with the
agency’s case management Sys-
tem. Some problems in that audit
existed long before Schiraldi
took over the agency, and others
took place during his tenure.

Through it all, Moore stood by
Schiraldi — praising his philoso-
phy and saying the department
under the secretary’s leadership
had produced good outcomes for
children.

In a statement Monday an-

OFFICE OF GOV. WES MOORE

Juvenile Services Secretary
Vincent Schiraldi, who is an
unorthodox figure, was tasked
with overhauling the agency.

nouncing the leadership change,
Moore praised the “immense en-
ergy and effort” Schiraldi put
into the work and said he “moved
important new efforts forward,”
including the Thrive Academy.
“Vinny Schiraldi brought de-
cades of experience and innova-
tive thinking to the task of run-
ning the Maryland Department
of Juvenile Services,” Moore said
in the statement.

On Tuesday, Moore’s tone to-

ward Schiraldi shifted.

In aradio interview on WBAL,
Moore said that he “ordered”
Schiraldi’s resignation and that
his choice to nominate Tolentino
as the new secretary came as a
result of an “expansive search.”

“This was my decision,” the
governor told WBAL. “My expec-
tations are high, and my patience
islow. So I instructed his resigna-
tion, and I'm really excited about
the future under Betsy’s leader-
ship.”

Moore also said that Schiraldi
inherited a “very troubled” agen-
cy from the administration of
Gov. Larry Hogan, which he said
had returned $130 million ear-
marked for rehabilitation initia-
tives back into the state’s general
fund.

In an interview after Moore’s
WBAL radio comments, Schiral-
di said he had acknowledged
many times to the governor’s
staff that he understood the
political firestorm surrounding
him and his leadership, includ-
ing the calls for his removal.
Schiraldi said he repeatedly told
them that if they want him to go,
he will.

Then in late May, Schiraldi
said, he met with a member of
the governor’s staff at a coffee
shop in Takoma Park, where he
lives. He told the staff member

that he knew his “time was about
up” and that he planned to leave
by the end of the year but wanted
the transition to be smooth,
Schiraldi recalled.

In that conversation, he said,
he recommended Tolentino to
replace him — an endorsement
that mirrored feedback from oth-
er Maryland leaders and law-
makers who had also put forth
her name as a good choice for the
agency’s next lead.

On Monday, Schiraldi said, he
was summoned to Annapolis by
the governor’s chief of staff, Fa-
gan Harris, and he was told that
they were accepting his resigna-
tion offer and that Tolentino
would be taking over.

Schiraldi said he spoke on the
phone with Tolentino on Tuesday
morning and plans to spend the
next 10 days helping hand off the
agency operations.

“I wish the governor and her
the best,” Schiraldi said.

The department’s work, he
said, “is too important for any-
one to really care who started it.”
The conversation, he said,
should be focused on the chil-
dren.

Before joining Moore’s Cabi-
net in Maryland, Schiraldi was
the head of New York City’s
corrections department and the
former director of juvenile cor-

rections in the District. He also
worked as a senior researcher at
the Columbia School of Social
Work and at Harvard’s Kennedy
School of Government Program
in Criminal Justice.

Tolentino joins the state after
serving as managing director of
juvenile and young adult justice
initiatives at the Roca Impact
Institute, a national nonprofit.
She previously was the deputy
secretary of community opera-
tions at the Maryland Depart-
ment of Juvenile Services and
has worked in criminal and juve-
nile justice advocacy for 18 years.

In his statement, Moore said
he hopes she will be able to use
her connections throughout
state government and across the
country to build strong collabor-
ative relationships with police,
prosecutors, community part-
ners and local leaders.

Schiraldi said his advice to
Tolentino would be this:

“Pick your north star and stay
true to it. Don’t let bad informa-
tion, bad politics, allow you to do
bad stuff to children and allow
you to do bad stuff for public
safety. That has to be nonnego-
tiable.”

He added: “Don’t let them
drag you into the pandering and
maligning of children. Every-
thing else is a detail.”

DCPS will

ban student

cellphones
in the fall

PHONES FROM B1

lowing concerns from some
school leaders — including the
state superintendent of educa-
tion — that the timeline was too
tight, the council opted to delay
implementation until the 2026-
2027 school year.

But the traditional public
school district, which is in its
second year of piloting phone-
free policies in middle schools, is
ready to move sooner. Many
charter schools also have policies
already that restrict the way
students can use their phones.

DCPS Chancellor Lewis D. Fer-
ebee said Friday that middle-
schoolers, as well as high school
students attending campuses
that restrict cellphone use, have
reported positive changes — in-
cluding stronger relationships
between students and their
teachers.

“As a city, we’ve been recogniz-
ing the body of research around
this issue, that suggest smart-
phone use and devices have been
detrimental to the school envi-
ronment,” Ferebee said. Studies
have shown that students who
use phones learn less and per-
form worse than their peers.
School district leaders also hope
that keeping phones out of class-
rooms will reduce cyberbullying.

The district’s new policy takes
aim not just at cellphones, but
also includes “personal electron-

MAANSI| SRIVASTAVA/THE WASHINGTON POST

While waiting for the bell to ring, a Dunbar High student uses their cellphone in the school hallway.

ic communication devices” —
defined by officials as electronics
that can connect to a cellular or
WiFi network, including smart-
watches, Bluetooth headphones
and personal laptops or tablets.
Those gadgets will be prohibited
during the school day, except in
special circumstances such as
field trips.

Teachers may also permit stu-
dents to use their phones in a
handful of situations — typically
for an educational reason or if a
child has a disability or medical
need, according to the district’s
policy. A multilingual student,
for example, may be allowed to

use their phone to translate
course materials.

Each school will have flexibili-
ty to amend the policy to fit its
community, but students will
probably have to turn in devices
to be stored in lockers or magnet-
ic pouches until dismissal.

Students will continue to use
school-issued devices.

In D.C. and throughout the
country, many families have em-
braced the idea of banning
phones in schools, believing it
will lead to improved focus in the
classroom. But some parents and
students are worried about los-
ing touch during emergencies —

especially a school shooting.

Ferebee said the middle
schools that have been piloting
the ban have managed crises just
fine. Campuses are supposed to
communicate with families via
text message, robocall and email
during emergencies. In these
cases, cellphones can act as dis-
tractions, according to the policy.

“In emergency situations we
actually need them to comply
with the directives from the
adults, the staff at the school,”
Ferebee said. “In many cases it is
not the time to try to communi-
cate with others via your cell-
phone.”

lix-CIA analyst sentenced
to three years in leak case

SENTENCE FROM B1

Alexandria, Virginia, federal
court. “Our intelligence commu-
nity has a responsibility of keep-
ing our nation safe, and when
things are done to compromise
that in any way, it puts us all in
danger.”

The leaked information was so
sensitive, Giles said, “I can’t even
have it in my chambers alone. ...
And yet, it is thrown into the
ether.”

Rahman, 34, also admitted
leaking more than a dozen other
classified documents, though
their contents were not described
in public court filings or proceed-
ings. His attorneys said he had led
a promising life — a high school
valedictorian who earned a Yale
University degree with honors in
three years, and who left a lucra-
tive career in finance to join the
CIA — but that his judgment had
been clouded for months under
grueling circumstances.

A forensic psychologist said in
a legal submission that Rahman
had mental health issues stem-
ming from a traumatic posting in
Baghdad and his wife’s miscar-
riage, which occurred just before
the couple’s planned move to
Cambodia last year. In the end,
Rahman moved there alone.

His attorneys requested a pris-
on term of one year and one
month for Rahman, saying he
“never intended to harm the
United States or its interests” but
was unsettled by “events in the
Middle East that began in the fall
0f 2023

“lI betrayed the oath I took
when I joined the CIA, and I let

my colleagues and the American
people down,” Rahman said in
remarks to the judge Wednesday.

In court documents, federal
prosecutors requested a nine-
year prison term for Rahman,
describing him as “a sophisticat-
ed intelligence professional” who
leaked top-secret documents for
months and skillfully covered his
digital tracks, deleting troves of
classified records he had accessed
without authorization.

“He systematically and me-
thodically stole classified nation-
al defense information and pro-
vided it to others outside of the
government — even after one of
his disclosures exploded across
the internet and should have
caused him to stop,” prosecutors
said in a sentencing filing.

Defense lawyers said that pros-
ecutors had indicated during
President Joe Biden’s term that
they would seek a shorter prison
term than nine years, in large
part because Rahman confessed
within weeks of his arrest in
November, but that they changed
course and began to seek a stiffer
sentence under directions from
President Donald Trump’s Justice
Department.

“It is hard to see now how I
could have seen this then, but
when I committed my offenses I
thought they would help protect
Americans and American inter-
ests,” Rahman said in a letter to
Giles. “Now, I face the harsh
reality that they did the opposite,
and I worry constantly that
Americans — particularly mem-
bers of the military serving in the
Middle East — will suffer harm as
aresult.”
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CONRAD ‘GUS’ SHINN, 102

‘Sheer madness’: Navy oflicer was the first pilot to land at the South Pole

T

BY HARRISON SMITH

On a brutally cold Halloween
evening in 1956, a plane landed at
the ice-covered bottom of the
Earth, touching down at the South
Pole for the first time in history. It
was nearly 60 degrees below zero.
Even after the plane completed its
descent, bouncing on the hard
snow with skis affixed to its land-
ing gear, the crew kept the engines
running to prevent a freeze-up.

“In retrospect, it was sheer
madness,” said the pilot, Lt. Cmdr.
Conrad “Gus” Shinn, a veteran
naval aviator who planned and
executed the flight.

It was only the third time hu-
mans had set foot on the planet’s
southernmost point, following
earlier expeditions led by Roald
Amundsen, a Norwegian who
traveled by foot, ski and sledge
before reaching the pole in De-
cember 1911, and Robert Falcon
Scott, a British naval officer who
arrived weeks later, in January
1912, but died with his four com-
panions while making the return
journey.

Looking back on the flight,
Cmdr. Shinn said that getting to
the pole was the easy part. Getting
back proved far more challenging,
requiring the use of more than a
dozen small rockets to dislodge
the plane from the ice and provide
enough thrust for takeoff.

Friends said that long after he
retired, when he was introduced
to strangers as “the first man to
land at the South Pole,” he would
gently note: “Well, that’s true. But
more importantly, I'm the first
man to take off from the South
Pole”

By flying to the pole and back,
Cmdr. Shinn — who died May 15 at
102 — helped open up a new era of
Antarctic research, demonstrat-
ing that it was possible for person-
nel and supplies to be flown to one
of the world’s most desolate plac-
es. By his count, he made about 17
South Pole flights, providing assis-
tance to Navy construction work-
ers who began creating a perma-
nent research base, a precursor to
today’s Amundsen-Scott South
Pole Station, a few weeks after his
first trip.

Scientists continue to conduct
experiments at the pole, including
on air quality, seismic waves and
elementary particles known as
neutrinos. Tractors make the
weeks-long trek to bring supplies
overland from McMurdo Station.
And supply planes continue to fly
in and out, although the aircraft —
ski-equipped LC-130s, carrying as
much as 42,000 pounds of cargo —
are more powerful and better
equipped than the planes flown by
Cmdr. Shinn and his colleagues.

“Everything was critical in that
day: attitude and altitude and air
speed, weight and balance. We
hardly stayed in the air,” he said in
a 1999 interview for the Antarctic
Deep Freeze Oral History Project.

A North Carolina native who
joined the Navy during World War
II, Cmdr. Shinn started out as a
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From left, John Strider, George Dufek, Conrad Shinn, John Swadener, William Cumbie, William Hawkes and Douglas Cordiner in 1956.

multiengine pilot in the South Pa-
cific, transporting medical sup-
plies and wounded men. He later
flew military brass and other VIPs,
ferrying flag officers, Cabinet sec-
retaries and friends of President
Harry S. Truman, before volun-
teering for Operation Highjump, a
Navy program that brought him to
Antarctica for the first time in
1947.

By then, the Navy had been
involved in Antarctic exploration
for years, supporting scientific re-
search while also — amid a Cold
War standoff with the Soviet
Union — seeking “to establish a
foothold in a region of the world
that could be strategically impor-
tant,” said Hill Goodspeed, a histo-
rian at the National Naval Avia-
tion Museum in Pensacola, Flori-
da.

To prepare for the mission,
Cmdr. Shinn took a transport
plane equipped with skis and test-
ed it on the ice in Edmonton,
Alberta. He went on to fly a ski-
clad R4D, the military version of a
Douglas DC-3 airliner, off an air-
craft carrier, taking it hundreds of
miles over the ice to reach Little
America, the Navy’s makeshift ex-
ploration base on the Ross Ice
Shelf.

Cmdr. Shinn lived on the ice for
about a month, sleeping in a tent
— designed more for the tropics
than the Antarctic — and flying

photographic missions that were
intended to help map the conti-
nent.

At the end of his tour, he was
picked up by an icebreaker and
joined the command ship of Rear
Adm. Richard E. Byrd, who had
made history in 1929 as the first
person to fly over the South Pole.
Cmdr. Shinn accompanied the ad-
miral on a triumphant voyage to
the Washington Navy Yard, where
Byrd shook hands with the secre-
tary of the Navy and presented the
National Zoo with a gift of two-
dozen penguins. (When a crate
burst open during unloading,
three of the birds disappeared into
the Anacostia River.)

By 1956, Cmdr. Shinn had re-
turned to Antarctica as part of
Operation Deep Freeze, a Navy
mission that was launched in sup-
portofthe International Geophys-
ical Year, a collaborative effort pro-
moting scientific research at the
poles and elsewhere around the
world.

This time he lived in compara-
tive luxury at McMurdo Sound, in
a heated Quonset hut instead of a
tent. Still, he noted that the soli-
tude of the Antarctic could take a
toll — “people get angry with one
another; there were a few mental
cases” — and that even with his
experience navigating high winds
and whiteout conditions, the risks
of polar aviation remained high.

During an exploratory flight
near the Beardmore Glacier, his
airplane was caught in a wind
shear and “fell out of the sky,
hurtling toward the ground before
Cmdr. Shinn turned to a rocket
system known as JATO, for jet-as-
sisted take-off, in which rockets
are fired to provide additional
thrust.

“The wing rolled and the wing-
tip touched the ice. I'm sure it
added to the deafening blast of the
JATO firing,” he said in the oral
history. “We were close enough to
the surface to send up a huge
balloon of ice crystals. The passen-
gers must have been terrified. But
we flew out.”

Cmdr. Shinn turned tothe JATO
system once again during his his-
toric flight to the South Pole,
aboard a propeller-driven R4D-5L
named Que Sera Sera (Whatever
Will Be, Will Be), after the newly
released Doris Day pop song.

The plane carried seven passen-
gers and crew members, including
Rear Adm. George J. Dufek, who
stepped outside and planted an
American flag into the ice. (Techni-
cally, they had landed about four
miles from the geographical South
Pole. Observers deemed it close
enough.) The group set up a metal
radar reflector, intended to help
future pilots make their way to the
site, and spent about 45 minutes
outside before readying for takeoff.

Cmdr. Shinn was already pre-
pared for a difficult departure by
virtue of the pole’s altitude, at
more than 9,000 feet. But he was
surprised to discover that while
the plane’s engines were running,
the snow under its skis had melted
and refrozen.

They were stuck.

“Wejustsatontheicelike anold
mud hen,” he told the Associated
Press in 1999.

Overheard was an Air Force car-
go plane, assigned to hang close
and drop supplies in case of disas-
ter. It wasn’t needed: Cmdr. Shinn
was able to free the plane by firing
JATO bottles, four at a time, en-
abling the Que Sera Sera to break
loose and, at full throttle, take off
— just barely.

Cmdr. Shinn and his crew flew
through “a cloud of ice,” using
their instruments to navigate
while unable to see out of the
cockpit, before making their way
back to base at McMurdo, some
800 miles away. After landing, his
colleague John P. Strider down-
played their difficulties at the pole,
joking to a reporter that he dealt
with only one problem on the
flight: “My coffee wouldn’t perco-
late at 12,000 feet.”

Asaresult ofthe mission, Cmdr.
Shinn was awarded the Legion of
Merit. Antarctica’s third-highest
peak, Mount Shinn, was named in
his honor.

“Thad been lucky,” he said in the
oral history, looking back on his
flying days in the Antarctic.
“Lucky — that’s what I would call
it”

The second of six children, Con-
rad Selwyn Shinn was born in
Leaksville, North Carolina — a
mill town that is now part of the
city of Eden — on Sept. 12, 1922.
His father served in the infantry
during World War I and worked as
a YMCA secretary; his mother
managed the home.

As a boy, he idolized Charles
Lindbergh and Wiley Post, pilot
heroes of the golden age of avia-
tion. His high school yearbook,
which he edited, seemed almost
propheticin its title: The Pilot.

Cmdr. Shinn graduated at age
16, first in his class, and studied
aeronautical engineering at North
Carolina State College, now a uni-
versity. He enrolled in a civilian
pilot training program, left school
to join the Navy in 1942 and re-
ceived his commission the next
year.

After World War II, he married
Gloria Carter, with whom he had
three children: David, Connie and
Diane Shinn. They divorced in
1954.

Cmdr. Shinn retired from the
Navy in 1963 and settled in Pensa-
cola, where he had been stationed.
Foryears, he made regular visits to
the National Naval Aviation Muse-
um, where he was able to visit his
restored former plane, the Que
Sera Sera, and tell visitors about
his flying days.

Longafter heretired, he contin-
ued to dress in military-style flight
suits, preferring to avoid fussing
over questions of personal appear-
ance and style, according to his
family. He remained especially
concerned with safety issues, a
theme dating back to his Navy
days: Ifhe couldn’t sit in the pilot’s
seat as a civilian, he refused to fly
at all, preferring to maintain con-
trol over maintenance and safety
procedures.

“He always had the military de-
meanor,” his son David said, “with
one dramatic exception. While liv-
ing in Florida, he developed the
moniker Cat Man of La Rua,” after
the street where he lived. “He al-
ways had a dozen or two-dozen
cats in residence. They’d come to
his door, having heard about town
that there was this man who
would take care of them if he
needed help.”

Cmdr. Shinn lived in the city
until shortly before his death, at a
nursing facility in Charlotte. His
son confirmed the death but did
not cite a specific cause.

Survivors include his three chil-
dren; a sister; a grandson; a great-
grandson; and several of his cats,
which he re-homed late in life.

Asked in the oral history what
he was proudest of from his time
in the Antarctic, Cmdr. Shinn re-
plied: “I would guess if I were
going to have a tombstone I would
put on it, ‘He tells it like it is.
There’s just no substitute for hon-
esty and integrity.”
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Happy Loving Day Birthday, MBL.
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HEGGS

CARNADOSE EEGGS (ﬁge 38)

- It is with regret that we noti-

Fp‘” fy the members of Steamfit-

\ 07,y ters Local 602 of the death of

o = Brother Carnadose Heggbs. Pri-

€_d_f vate services were held by the
family. Notice #2020.

Christopher M Madello
ES.T.

When the
need arises,
let families
find you in the
Funeral Services
Directory.

To be seen in the
Funeral Services
Directory, please call
paid Death Notices
at 202-334-4122.

HELEN HELMS MOOT (Age 95)
Helen Helms Moot, 95, passed away peace-
fully on Sunday, May 18, 2025, at her home
at Greensgring Senior Living in Springfield,
Virginia. She was predeceased by her hus-
band of 50 years, Robert C. Moot, and her
daughter-in-law, Linden Moot.

Helen was born on January 2, 1930, in Union-
ville, North Carolina. She was the daughter
of Theodore Helms and Mary Smith and was
the youngest of their eight children.

She is survived by her three children, Karen
Frisch (Michael) of Carrboro, North Carolina;
Robert C. Jr. of Marietta, Georgia; and Greg-
ory (Marilee) of Clifton, Virginia. She is also
survived by her six grandchildren-Robert C.
lll, Christina, Lauren, Jacqueline, Peter, and
Skylar-and five great-grandchildren.

As a young woman, Helen moved from
North Carolina to Washington, D.C., where
she began her career and met the love of
her life, Robert. Together they settled in An-
nandale, Virginia, and raised their family.
Helen was so many things to so many of
us-but at her core, she was a nurturer. She
had a rare gift for cultivating life, beauty, and
connection-whether in her garden, her art,
her friendships, or, above all, in the family
she cherished deeply.

A lifelong lover of nature, Helen found joy
and calm among the gardens she tended
throughout her life. She delighted in sharing
that world with her grandchildren, encour-
aging them to explore textures, scents, and
colors, rubbing her hands against the leaves
and telling them to “smell of this.” Even af-
ter moving to Greenspring, she continued
to care for two garden plots and a lush col-
lection of indoor plants. Wherever she lived,

something was growing.
Helen was also a passionate artist. Her
hands, so skilled in the soil, were just as at
home shaping clay. Pottery became a life-
long creative outlet-one where function
and beauty met in teapots, dinnerware,
and imaginative pieces of art. She was an
early and devoted member of the pottery
club at Greenspring, where she also taught
for many Kears She continued making pot-
tery until her final days. Her home-and the
homes of her friends and family-are filled
with pieces she made, each one a quiet tes-
tament to her creativity and heart.
But Helen’s most enduring creation was the
family she built and nurtured. In 1992, she
began what would become one of her great-
est legacies: organizing annual family trips.
The first was in North Carolina; from there,
the tradition grew to include the Tetons,
Alaska, Italy, Ireland, France, Mexico, and
beyond. These gatherings became sacred-
times of deep connection that spanned
generations. Though her family now lives on
both coasts, the bond she fostered remains
unshakable. She showed us that time spent
together is the greatest gift, and that family
is something you show up for-and treasure.
Helen had a warm smile, a quiet generosity,
and a steady presence. If you brought her a
problem, you left feeling heard and remind-
ed of your strength. She taught kindness
not with words, but through example-and
lived each day with deep gratitude: for her
husband of 50 years, her children and grand-
children, her friends, and the beauty of the
world around her. She especially appreciat-
ed her years at Greenspring and the close-
knit friendships she formed there.
She also found joy in life's simplest plea-
sures—a dry martini shared with her “diva”
friends and most often with her dear friend
Sharron, or lying in bed, watching treetops
sway against the night sky. Even in her later
years, Helen remained independent, vibrant,
Ia_mddfull of appreciation for the life she had
ived.
Helen's family is grateful for her long and
joyful life--and for the many ways she
elped nurture our hopes, our passions, and
our connections.
A gathering of family and friends will be
held at 4 p.m. on August 30 in the Chapel
at Greenspring, with a reception to follow.
She will be buried alongside her husband at
Arlington National Cemetery.
In lieu of flowers, donations in Helen’s mem-
ory may be directed to the Scholarship Fund
at Greenspring.

Miriam Chapter No. 4, OES, PHA
Leslie L. Hairston, WM

Donielle W. Hembry, Sr., WP
Constance H. Francois, Secre-
tary

Julia A. Jackson Grand Court, HOJ, PHA
Constance H. Frangois, MAGM

Carlton D. Richmond, MWGJ

Elizabeth L. Howard, Grand Court Secretary

Zerubbabel Court No. 1, HOJ, PHA
Karen Robinson, MAM

Edward Ridley, MWJ

Stella L .V. Henderson, WC Secretary

Dorcas Grand Court, LCOP, PHA

Lolita T. Vowels, RGPM

William R. Monroe, Jr., TIGM

Stella L .V. Henderson, Grand Secretary

Marie I. Smith Grand Court, CC, PHA
Barbara J. Clark, GPC

Robert C. Gunn, GRA

Regina T. Bolden-Woodward, Grand Secre-

tary

Matthew Ellis Jr. State Grand Assembly,
Order of the Golden Circle, PHA
Barbara E. Murray, SGLLR

Kia V. Jones, SGLL Secretary

Richard Howell Gleaves Assembly No. 2
Order of the Golden Circle, PHA
Margaret F. Byrd, LLR

Elizabeth L. Howard, LL Secretary

Mecca Court No. 2
Asya L. Heatley
lllustrious Commandress

Members of the above organizations are no-
tified of the death of our beloved member,
PM Marion Ethel Howard. All services will be
held at Landover Hills Baptist Church, 4420
73rd Avenue, Landover Hills, MD 20784.
Wake Friday, June 13, 2025 from 6 p.m. to 9
p.m. Visitation Saturday, June 14, 2025 from
9:30 to 10:50 a.m. Celebration of Life Ser-
vice 11 a.m. OES Service 10 a.m.
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DR. JYOTI SURENDRA AMIN
(Age 75) IN LOVING MEMORY.
NEONATOLOGIST, MOTHER,
DAUGHTER, PIONEER.

Dr. Jyoti Surendra Amin passed away peace-
fully on May 1, 2025, in Culver City, Califor-
nia. She was at peace, surrounded by her
children and mother. She was diagnosed
with ALS in 2022, shortly after moving to
California. Jyoti met her illness with ex-
traordinary (?race, resilience, and courage.
She radiated warmth, strength, and gener-
osity, and shared her sense of humor with
everyone she encountered. She cherished
her husband, Surendra; her parents, Viren-
dra and Pushpa; daughter and famiIP/, Ratna,
Doug, and Kiran Dev; son and family, Alerk,

Katie, and Callie; sister and family, Varsha,
Dennis, and Dharini; and her lifelong com-
munity of friends in Northern Virginia and
extended family around the world.
Jyoti was a pioneer and an extraordinary
woman. She was born on July 12, 1949, in
Karamsad, Gujarat, India. She graduated
from Baroda Medical College and married
Dr. Surendra Pranjivan Amin in 1971. Soon
after, she immigrated to the United States
and completed her medical residency in
New York City. She spent over four decades
in Virginia, where she was a neonatologist
at Alexandria Hospital and then led the
Neonatal Intensive Care Unit at Mary Wash-
ington Hospital after earning her MPH from
the University of Colorado. She cherished
her career, helping countless newborns and
mentoring generations of healthcare profes-
sionals.
Jyoti was known for her range of hobbies
and endless curiosity. She enjoyed friends,
family, gardening, painting, puzzles, movies,
cooking, embroidery, playing bridge, read-
ing, spirituality, and traveling the world. She
loved hosting and always made time for her
large extended family. She was a devoted
reader of The Washington Post, which re-
mained a cherished ritual until the end.
A virtual Celebration of Life will be held on
Saturday, June 21, at 8:30 a.m. EST. Please
visit the Jyoti Amin Memorial Page for de-
tails and to share memories. In lieu of flow-
ers, donations may be made to the ALS Net-
work in Jyoti's memory.
Please send your love and prayers to guide
her onward.

www.indiansof.com/jyoti

HANSEL

JOHN HANSEL
John Richard Hansel of Mineral, Virginia,
passed away peacefully on Wednesdag, June
4, 2025, at the age of 88. Born on February
26, 1937, he was the sixth of eight children.
John was a devoted husband to the love of
his life, Sarah Ann- affectionately known as
“Toots"- and a loving, generous father to
Sonya Ann Howard (Bruce), Steven Craig
Hansel (Susan), and Kimberly Shawn LaHait

(Bill).

A man of deep work ethic and pride, John
spent his life as a skilled brick and stone
mason. In the 1970s, he founded his own
company, Dominion Masonry, building a
business that reflected his craftmanship,
determination, and integrity. Despite long
hours and hard labor, family and community
were always his top priorities.

John was hever one to seek the spotlight,
but his steady presence, strength, and kind-
ness left a mark on all who knew him. He
lived his life with integrity, humility, and a
spirit of generosity that touched many.

He found great joy in the outdoors and in
the simple pleasures of life- hunting, fish-
ing, golfing, football, baseball, and camping.
These passions weren't just hobbies; they
were shared experiences that brought him
closer to his family and left cherished mem-
ories we’'ll carry forever.

John is survived by his three children, six
grandchildren, and seven great-grandchil-
dren, along with two brothers, extended
family, and many dear friends who will miss
him deeply.

A Celebration of Life will be held on Sunday,
July 13, 2025 at 2 p.m. at Mineral United
Methodist Church, 301 W. Third Street, Min-
?rﬁl' VA 23117. A reception will immediately
ollow.
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KLEINMAN

JOEL BARRY KLEINMAN

AUGUST 24, 1949 - JUNE 1, 2025
Joel, husband for 34 years, of Mary Pat
Brown, and father of Sam Kleinman, son,
died on June 1, 2025 from Creutzfeldt Jakob
Disease at Forest Hills of Washington, DC.

Joel was a lawyer, pilot, golfer, oenophile,
and semi-professional Bacchanalian. He was
born in the Bronx, and raised in and around
New York City. He earned his BA from the
University of Virginia and his JD from George-
town University Law Center. During law
school, he won the Lewis Powell Medallion
and worked on the House Judiciary Com-

mittee’s impeachment investigation that led
to President Nixon's ultimate resignation.
A staunch advocate for civil liberties and
a trailblazing antitrust specialist, Joel was
partner at Dickstein Shapiro LLP for decades,
where he briefed (among others) the land-
mark Supreme Court case Snyder v. Phelps,
562 U.S. 443 (2010). He remained active in re-
tirement, including by serving as the “Senior
Intern” to Chief Judge James E. Boasberg of
Ithe tgJS District Court for the District of Co-
umbia.

Ever generous with his cavernous collection
of wine, he will be remembered by all as the
life of whatever room he was in. Most impor-
tantly, he will be remembered as a devoted
and stalwart friend, husband, and father.

Family and friends are invited to a celebra-
tion of life at the Cosmos Club in Washington,
DC on June 21 at 3:30 p.m. If you would like
to attend, please email Joel’s son Sam at sk-
leinman12@icloud.com.

Donations in lieu of flowers may be made to
the National Prion Disease Pathology Surveil-

lance Center, through Case Western Reserve
University.
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BONNIE ESTES BOWMAN
Bonnie Estes Bowman died on February
23, 2025, at her home in Naples, FL, after
an extended illness and hospice care. A
memorial gathering was held at her home
in Madison Park, Naples.

Bonnie was born on February 21, 1936,
in Washington, DC. She was the daughter
of Norwood Estes and Irma Trexler Estes,
both predeceased her.

Bonnie has been greatly loved, and will be
missed by family, neighbors, colleagues,
and many animals. She created community
everywhere she went.

After graduating from Falls Church High
School, and Mary Washington College in
1958, Bonnie was an educator, first in the
Fairfax, VA Public Schools English Depart-
ment, then, after operating an office sup-
ply and equipment facility in Naples, FL for
three years, she taught English at Barron
Collier High School from 1979 to 1999.
She will be laid to rest with her family at
National Memorial Park, Falls Church, VA,
at 12 noon on June 24, 2025

Donations in memory of Bonnie Bowman
may kindly be made to Best Friends Animal
Society, 5001 Angel Canyon Rd., Kenab, UT
84741-5000.
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CAMERON ANNE CORNO
Cameron Anne Corno, age 6, passed away
peacefully on June 6, 2025, at home in Poto-
mac, MD, after a courageous five-year battle
with brain cancer. Born on August 31, 2018,
in Washington, DC, Cameron lived a radiant
life full of sparkle, strength, and love.

She graduated preschool from Georgetown
Hill and most recently attended kinder-

garten at Carderock Springs Elementary
School. She is survived by her Iovin% par-
ents, Stewi and Andy, and her best friend
and little sister, Kaitlin. She also leaves be-
hind her devoted grandparents, Steph and
Bill Downer, and Vicki and Bob Corno, along
with many aunts, uncles, and cousins whom
she cherished deeply.

Some of Cameron’s boldest and brightest
memories were spent with family — at the
beaches of Lewes, DE and the Carolinas, on
her Make-A-Wish trip to Disney World, play-
ing with her new baby cousins, and under
the lights of New York City with her cousin
Anna Grace.

A funeral service will be held on Monday,
June 16, at 10am at National Presbyterian
Church in Washington, DC. In lieu of flowers,
donations may be made to the The Lilabean
Foundation’s Cameron Corno Brain Cancer
Research Fund*. Cameron’s legacy will
live on through every life she touched, and
her Cam’s Crew community will be forever
CamsStrong.

*Cameron Corno Brain Cancer Research
Fund: https://www.lilabeanfoundation.com/
cameron-corno; donate: https://secure.qgiv.
com/for/cameronheroform.
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ROBERT LEWIS STANTON (Age 59)
On Wednesday, May 14, 2025, Robert Lew-
is Stanton passed away peacefully at the
Compass Barnette Center in Centreville,
MD after a long battle with cancer. Robert
was born in Washiniton, DC on September
20, 1965. He was the only child of Harry
L. Stanton, who is deceased, and Joyce A.
Hunter Woodford. All services will be pri-
vate. Services are entrusted to Hines-Rinal-
di Funeral Home, Silver Spring, MD.
www.hinesrinaldifuneralhome.com
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MARIANNE COLLET LEE
Marianne Collet Lee passed away at the age
of 94 on March 30, 2025, at Sibley Memorial
Hospital in Washington, DC. She was a long
time resident of the Knollwood Retirement
Community in Northwest Washington. Mari-
anne is the widow of Major General Richard
M. Lee, U.S. Army, who predeceased her.

She was born on December 15, 1930 in Ger-
many and moved to Washington in 1957.
Marianne served as a diplomat at the embas-
sy of Germany until 1990 when she retired.
She first served in the press office and later

in the cultural affairs section of the embassy.
She resided at her homes in Bethesda, Mary-
land and Palm Beach, Florida before moving
to Knollwood.

Marianne enjoyed fine art, international trav-
el, and regular visits to Germany and the rest
of Europe. She was an avid gardner, reader,
and member of the Cosmos CLub in Wash-
ington.

Marianne is survived by her half-sister, Bridg-
itt Buss of Kirn, Germany; her step-daughters
Susan Lee and Kathy Serk of New Mexico;
her nephews William Winne, Thomas Nichol-
son, and David Nicholson of Maryland, and
Thomas Lee, William Lee, John Lee, and Rich-
ard Lee of California. Four brothers, a sister,
and her first husband, Manfred Baumeister,
predeceased her.

A Catholic Funeral Mass will be celebrated
on Friday, June 13, 2025, at 3 p.m. at the
Knollwood Chapel, 6200 Oregon Avenue NW,
Washington, DC 20015. Interment at Arling-
ton National Cemetery will occur at a later
date. In lieu of flowers, donations may be
made to the Georgetown Jesuit Community,
P.O. Box 571200, Washington, DC 20057.
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EDITH ESTHER SIMS (Age 96)

Edith “Edie” Esther Hammond™ Sims, wife
and matriarch to a large, loud, loving brood,
passed to eternal life on June 3, 2025.

Born on the eve of the Great Depression,
February 1, 1929, in Flint, Michigan, Edie
was the fifth of eight children to Earl Warren
Hammond and Gabriella Sidonie VanEeck-
houtte Hammond.

After high school graduation, she moved
with her parents to Oxnard, California,
where she worked for the U.S. Navy. She
met the love of her life, Billy Gene Sims, at a
USO dance in 1951. They were married just
three months later, launching a life of adven-
tures that spanned more than six decades.
Together they raised six children, eventuall
extending the family tree to 13 grandchil-
dren and 20 great grandchildren and grow-
ing an ever-increasing circle of friends.

In the mid-1950s, Edie and Bill became Alas-
ka pioneers, homesteading on 160 acres of
land in Kasilof on the Kenai Peninsula. While
Bill worked in Anchorage, a pregnant Edie
lived for six months on the homestead in
an Army tent with two toddler boys. She
walked a half mile to the hard road where
the car was parked for trips to town for
supplies. Later, Bill rejoined the U.S. Army,
and the family moved around the U.S. and
Germany for two decades that included two
tours to Vietnam for Bill, while Edie reared
their boisterous brood and served in offi-
cers’ wives’ functions.

Following retirement Edie and Bill spent
40 years operating Antiques ‘n Ole Stuff in
Washington, DC, Chambersburg and Fay-
etteville, PA, and Brunswick, MD. Edie also
owned and operated Sweet Dreams, a

home decor shop in Brunswick. She was a
founding member of Holy Family Catholic
Community in Middletown, MD and served
as a greeter and a lector.
Following Billy's death in March 2017, Edie
staY]ed active. In her early 90s she traveled
with her daughter, Vanessa, and fellow pa-
rishioners on a pilgrimage to Rome. She
loved gardening, participating in the Saint
Lucy Guild, thrift store treasure hunts, play-
ing (winning) games with her children and
friends, and caring for her beloved cat, Mitt.
Survivors include her sister, Anna Allison;
her children Billy M. (Gail) Sims, Hagerstown,
MD; Marcus A. (Lourdes) Sims, Laurel, MD;
Vanessa K. Armstrong, Staunton, VA; Mon-
ica Sims Crimmins (John) Hannon, Diana
Sims (Keith) Snider and John D. (Theresa)
Sims, all of Alexandria, VA; grandchildren
Benjamin (Whitney) Narduzzi; Gabriel (Anna)
Narduzzi; Emily (Nick) Macedonia; Bess
(Chad) Sussman; Nathaniel (Katelyn) Snid-
er; Alexander (Elizabeth) Snider; William
Snider; Samuel (Meghan) Snider; Annalisa
Sims, Marcella (Brian Rosado) Sims; Johnna
Sims; Billy G. Sims II; and Nourah Barden; 20
great-grandchildren; many beloved nieces
and nephews, a Belgian cousin, and lifelong
and recent friends.
Visitation is 1 p.m. Friday, June 13, 2025,
with funeral Mass at 2 p.m. at Saint Louis
Catholic Church, 2907 Popkins Lane, Alexan-
dria, VA 22306. Burial at Arlington National
Cemetery to be announced.
In lieu of flowers memorial contributions
can be made to St. Louis Catholic Church
or to Catholic Charities of the Diocese of
Arlington.
www.jeffersonfuneralchapel.com
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facts, eye-popping photos, brain-tingling quizzes, and all the cool stuff kids love. From
dinosaurs to space, animals to art, and history to inventions, each weekly edition of
KidsPost is your family’s passport to fun and fascinating discoveries. Now powered by
What on Earth! Magazine, the award-winning publication for curious kids.

Your Sundays
just got
smarter—with
facts and fun
for the entire

family! 4
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APPRECIATION

The endless
swells of Wilson's

musical genius

The Beach Boys leader
created a soundtrack
for the freedom of
postwar America, laced
with a haunted sadness

Musician Brian Wilson
performs in 1999.

His death at 82 was
announced Wednesday.

BY CHRIS RICHARDS

n Nov. 16, 1966 — six months to the
day after the Beach Boys released “Pet
Sounds,” strangely enough — Jorge
Luis Borges was lecturing on English
literature at the University of Buenos
Aires, marveling over the fact that Samuel
Taylor Coleridge wrote his epic seafaring poem
“The Rime of the Ancient Mariner” before he
had ever set eyes on the ocean. “The sea of his
imagination,” Borges said, “was vaster than the
real one.” He could have just as easily been
talking about Brian Wilson, a songwriting giant

who helped pen the likes of “Surfin’ Safari,”
“Surfin’ U.S.A.,” and “Surfer Girl” without ever
having learned how to drop in on a wave.

Yet somehow, Wilson’s mind for music was
truly oceanic, bringing deeply complicated
melodies to gorgeously simple conclusions,
repeatedly evoking the awesome power of surf
crashing on a coastline. At the dawn of the
Beach Boys, his work might have sounded like
novelty music for kids enjoying the freedom and
fun times of postwar America, but the harder
Wilson leaned into the idea of sunny California
as a blank-slated dreamworld where anyone
might go to remake themselves, the more

JOHN ATASHIAN/GETTY IMAGES

tension his music began to generate. For the
dream to hold, everyone’s imagination has to
stay vaster than what’s real.

Wilson — whose death at 82 was announced
Wednesday — was born in 1942, the oldest of
three brothers raised in the Los Angeles suburbs
who, together, would grow up to change the
mood and feel of American pop. He and his
brothers, Carl and Dennis, loved singing in
sibling harmony in the back seat of the family car,

SEE APPRECIATION ON C3

13 essential Wilson tracks
Picking favorites isn't easy, but here’s a start. C3

MUSIC REVIEW

Addison
Rae’s debut
album is
influential

BY CHRIS RICHARDS

In a world that requires celebri-
ties to broaden themselves into
multi-hyphenates, let’s stop act-
ing perplexed when a media per-
sonality takes up a new line of
work. Especially if it’s in the tower
of song. Why are fame’s transitive
properties so fluid in pop music?
Maybe because the fundamental
nature of the gig involves trans-
posing life experience into sound.

We're probably more familiar
with this than we’d like to be. As
an early reality star, Paris Hilton
embarked on pioneering adven-
tures through the attention econ-
omy that surely taught her some-
thing about a head-turning pop
hook. Beingnamed NBA Rookie of
the Year probably gave Shaquille
O’Neal that extra smidgen of con-
fidence necessary for making
straight-faced rap records. And
obviously, the platinum career

SEE MUSIC REVIEW ON C4

Why Trump likes *Les Mis,” dear to left and right

BY ZACHARY PINCUS-ROTH

Claudia Salazar had the crazy
idea to produce “Les Misérables”
in Venezuela in 2019, at the height
of the demonstrations raging
against the authoritarian Presi-
dent Nicolds Maduro, when vio-
lence scarred the streets and citi-
zens struggled to find food and
medical care.

“I decided that my biggest pro-
test was to put on ‘Les Mis’ in the
country that was living ‘Les Mis,”
recalls Salazar, now 39.

During rehearsals, the compa-
ny lost power for several days; the
threat of violence sent the director
fleeing home to London for a bit.
But when the show finally went up
at the Teatro Teresa Carrefio in
Caracas, it sold out most of its
12-performance run.

“They came from the streets to
the stage,” she says of the cast.
“They knew exactly what they
were portraying to the audience.”

“Siento libertad,” one audience
member said as she left the the-
ater: I feel freedom.

“Les Misérables” has sparked
all sorts of feelings in the 130
million people who have seen it
over the past 40 years, since the
musical based on Victor Hugo’s

SEE ‘LES MIS’ ON C2
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The barricade scene in “Les Misérables” for the current U.S. tour.

TV REVIEW

Docuseries
undersells
raunchy
podcaster

BY SONIA Rao

Eyebrows were raised in Octo-
ber when Vice President Kamala
Harris sat for an interview with
“Call Her Daddy” host Alex Coo-
per. The podcast, while im-
mensely popular, is also known
for its raunchy conversations
about sex and relationships.
Skeptics wondered whether it
was a suitable media appearance
for a serious presidential candi-
date on the verge of a pivotal
election.

Even those who take Cooper
seriously — namely the “Daddy
Gang,” as she cheekily refers to
her fan base — were surprised by
the episode: Cooper had long
avoided politics on her podcast,
which reaches listeners across
the political spectrum. But the
host defended the interview af-
ter it aired, and doubles down in
a new two-part docuseries, “Call

SEE TV REVIEW ON C4
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Key to show’s appeal? “IU’s

‘LES MIS’ FROM C1

1862 epic novel first opened on the
London stage in 1985. “I love the
songs, I love the play,” President
Donald Trump proclaimed ahead
ofits return to the Kennedy Center
this week through July 13, the first
Broadway musical tour to arrive
since his takeover of the institu-
tion. Trump organized a fundrais-
er for the center around the first
night’s performance Wednesday,
with guests paying up to $2 mil-
lion. A chunk of the main cast was
planning to boycott.

Some may hear a dissonance
between the show’s values and
Trump’s; for others in this left-
leaning city, the three hours in the
Opera House could be portal to a
better world, like how “The West
Wing” became a balm to liberals
during Trump’s first term. But the-
atergoers across the political spec-
trum have long seen themselves in
the populist uprising at the center
of the story — and with its ro-
mance and heroism, “Les Mis” can
appeal to the hearts and minds of
just about anyone.

he tour’s last stop before

D.C. was at the Stranahan

Theater in Toledo, a Demo-
cratic stronghold of an increasing-
ly red state, where some theater-
goers at Saturday’s matinee found
their politics reinforced.

“I first saw ‘Les Mis’ in the late
1980s on Broadway when my
friends and I were the ‘angry men’
because so many people were dy-
ing of AIDS — and every time I've
seen it again, it has reminded me
of how important resistance is,”
recalled retired hairdresser Will
Lawson, 68, of Toledo. “You can’t
watch it today and not relate it to
the cruelty of the current adminis-
tration toward people who are
undocumented, can you?”

Jerri Carpenter, 50, aride-share
driver from Milan, Michigan, saw
parallels between the protagonist,
Jean Valjean, and Trump, in hav-
ing been “wrongly accused, never
given the benefit of the doubt,
constantly hounded and chased
by the Democrats.”

The lyric “the blood of the mar-
tyrs will water the meadows of
France” resonated with retired au-
toworker Grant Parson, 66, who
lives near Perrysburg, Ohio, and
said he volunteered for Vice Presi-
dent JD Vance’s 2022 Senate cam-
paign.

“That’s pretty close to that line
about the tree of liberty needing
blood, isn’t it?” he asked. (Thomas
Jefferson’s 1787 quote “The tree of
liberty must be refreshed from
time to time by the blood of patri-
ots and tyrants,” has long been a
right-wing slogan.) The MAGA
movement is about the “angry
people” taking back power and
making the world more fair for
everyone, Parson said.

Donna Winchester of Toledo
agreed. “I'm sure the liberals and
the fake-news media will say that
‘Les Mis’ is anti-Trump,” she said,
while rolling up the windows of a
Jeep adorned with stickers mock-
ing “wokeness” and LGBTQ pride.
“I think we can all agree the songs
are great.”

These days, when the prisoners
sing, “Look down, look down,
you’re here until you die,” some on
the left might remember the ad-
ministration sending Kilmar
Abrego Garcia and 260 other Sal-
vadorans and Venezuelans to El
Salvador’s Terrorism Confine-
ment Center. Others, on the right,
may recall the defendants in the
Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the U.S.
Capitol singing “The Star-Span-
gled Banner” in jail. The show’s
student uprising may bring to
mind law enforcement’s clashes
with the Los Angeles protests of
Trump’s administration immigra-
tion crackdown.

When the impoverished Fan-
tineis forced to give up her child or

\‘. -

2014 PHOTO BY KAREN ALMOND/DALLAS THEATER CENTER

Theatergoers across the political spectrum have long related to “Les Misérables,” above in a modern-dress Dallas production.

gets sick, some might think of
Trump’s big tax bill, which the
Congressional Budget Office esti-
mates will shift resources from the
bottom 10th of income earners to
the top 10th, with 8.6 million peo-
ple losing access to health insur-
ance. (Even in the “Sesame Street”
parody, a Frenchman named Jean
Bon-Bon, brought to life by Cookie
Monster, learns to share his cook-
ies.)

“The values of ‘Les Misérables’
are completely antithetical to the
current administration,” says Da-
vid Bellos, a Princeton University
professor and author of “The Nov-
el of the Century: The Extraordi-
nary Adventure of Les Mis-
érables.” The story, he says, “is a
plea for charity and mercy. It
shows you that the law when ap-
plied without mercy or charity is
cruel and absurd.”

Its anthem “Do You Hear the
People Sing?,” sung by the protest-
ers in the 1832 anti-monarchist
student uprising in Paris (not the
French Revolution, as historians
will remind you), has been bor-
rowed by a global multitude of
protest groups, including in Belar-
us, the Philippines, Turkey and
South Korea. Tom Hooper, direc-
tor of the 2012 movie adaptation,
compared the plotline to Occupy
Wall Street. A 2014 modern-dress
production in Dallas alluded to
the Arab Spring, among other
movements.

In 2002, the Chinese govern-
ment invited the show to be the
nation’s first full-scale Western
musical, in partbecause Hugois so
popular there. But after Hong
Kong protest movements de-
ployed the show’s stirring anthem
in 2014 and 2019, Chinese authori-
ties reportedly blocked the tune
from streaming services.

Trump used the song as his
entrance music to a 2016 Miami
rally, where a screen graphic be-
hind him read “Les Deplorables”
— a scoff at Hillary Clinton for
calling a segment of Trump sup-
porters a “basket of deplorables.”
The show’s producer Cameron
Mackintosh and other copyright
owners released a statement say-
ing that they “were not asked for
permission and did not authorize
orendorseusage...and have never
done so for any of the songs from
the musical for this or any other
political event.” Nonetheless,
Trump cued it up again for his
2022 announcement that he was
running again, and the U.S. Army
Chorus performed it at the White
House Governors Ball in February.

“President Trump is a virtuoso
and his musical choices represent
a brilliant palette of vibrant colors
when others often paint in pale
pastels,” Steven Cheung, White
House communications director,
said in a statement. “... There is
nobody more uniquely qualified to
bring this country, and its rich

history of the arts, back to promi-
nence.”

Representatives from the Ken-
nedy Center and the U.S. Army did
not comment for this story. The
touring production declined in-
terview requests for the cast and
the current and original creative
teams, and Mackintosh was travel-
ing and unavailable for an inter-
view.

When asked about the show’s
politics in 2017, Mackintosh care-
fully toed the line. “It’s all about
passionate beliefs,” the British
producer told Washingtonian,
“which certainly on both sides of
the divide is what’s happening in
your country and indeed in ours.”

Hugo’s original 1862 novel was
a phenomenon, and arguably
helped inspire universal primary
education and other liberal-mind-
ed initiatives. Working-class Pari-
sians would band togethertobuya
single copy and spend evenings
reading it aloud. But it was also so
popular among Confederate sol-
diers that the Army of Northern
Virginia came to call it, and them-
selves, “Lee’s Miserables.”

Salazar says that even Maduro
loyalists appreciated her Caracas
“Les Mis” His predecessor and
mentor, Hugo Chavez, was a fan of
the novel — a New Yorker story
after his death quoted him as say-
ing that socialism “clicked for
him” after he read it. “They took it
upon themselves to see: ‘This is

the ‘Les Mis’ we believe in. This is
also our revolution,” Salazar says,
adding, “That’s the beauty of art. It
belongs to all of us.”

ugo witnessed the arrest of
H a man for stealing a loaf of
bread — a poignant mo-
ment that inspired his singularly
appealing protagonist Valjean.
The author imagined the man’s
struggle to get back on his feet
after 19 years in prison; the piti-
able peasant steals from a sympa-
thetic bishop, who later shields
him from the authorities. It in-
spires Valjean to become an “hon-
est man,” a businessman and may-
or, displaying astonishing
strength and generosity, even as
he arouses the suspicions of an
Inspector Javert against the back-
drop of the student uprising.
“He’s a bit of a Hercules, a bit of
a Christ figure, a bit of an action
hero and all the way through a
moral hero,” says Bellos, the pro-
fessor, whose book notes the exis-
tence of least 65 “Les Mis” screen
versions — from silent film to an-
ime — not to mention loose adap-
tations such as “The Fugitive.”
Theversion that made its way to
Broadway and regional theater
around the world is propelled by
the affecting songs composed by
Claude-Michel Schoénberg, nota-
bly “I Dreamed a Dream,” which
Anne Hathaway sang to win an
Oscar and Aretha Franklin belted

all about passionate beliels.”

out at an inauguration event for
President Bill Clinton. (Not every-
one was enchanted: Barack and
Michelle Obama bonded over
their dislike for the show, she
wrote in her memoir.)

“Frankly, it’s pop music from
the ’80s, so it has an enduring
quality,” says Jason Moore, who
directed the a cappella movie
“Pitch Perfect” after a decade over-
seeing “Les Mis” stage produc-
tions.

“The thing that’s unifying about
it is the spiritual message, the
endurance of the human soul, the
hope that is engendered by climb-
ing toward the light,” he says, cit-
ing its climactic lyric: To love an-
other person 1is to see the face of
God.

“That’s basically the whole
show,” Moore says.

He observed that Latter-day
Saints especially liked “Les Mis,”
and in the conservative city of Salt
Lake City, auditions would attract
several hundred actors, and audi-
ences would applaud at the begin-
ning of songs. “It was like being at
a god----rock concert.”

“It was sort of a cathartic way
for me to feel big, sweeping emo-
tions a safer way,” recalls Melissa
Juarez, 37, who grew up Mormon
in rural Idaho and watched the
10th-anniversary concert every
Sunday for five years.

As an awkward teen, she identi-
fied with Eponine, who sings of
her unrequited love for Marius in
“On My Own.” Now, as a parent,
she relates to Valjean, who adopts
Cosette and later carries a wound-
ed Marius through the Paris sew-
ers to save his life. “He didn’t want
Cosette to be with Marius,” she
says, “but he is actively trying to
protect him and sacrificing his life
and health and well-being, be-
cause that’s what he knows his
daughter will appreciate.”

The original London produc-
tion drew mixed reviews, but set
designer John Napier remembers
women leaving the first perfor-
mance with mascara running
down their cheeks.

“It makes you feel like a good
person, a better person, to have
watched it and listened to it and
been moved by it, and have sympa-
thy for the poor and dispossessed,”
says Roger Allam, who originated
Javertin London. “I think that was
a big hook for the audience and
still is 40 years later.”

There was also Napier’s sculp-
tural set built around a turntable
to accommodate the book’s formi-
dable array of characters. “It was
very much to do with bringing
people into the foreground from
out of the darkness,” he says. “And
it was magical.”

Not to mention the instantly
iconic marketing poster, which
Russ Eglin — the same designer
behind the classic logos for “Cats,”
“The Phantom of the Opera” and
“Miss Saigon” — adapted from the
novel’s Cosette illustration.

Almost from the start, the do-
good ethos of “Les Mis” put it at
the center of fundraising efforts
and cast activism — for the Ama-
zon rainforest; for victims of the
1988 airline bombing over Locker-
bie, Scotland; and for Amnesty
International, prompted by the Ti-
ananmen Square massacre.

When the show came to the
Kennedy Center in 1988, about 10
cast members worked in a shelter
kitchen every Friday and invited
150 people experiencing home-
lessness to a matinee.

“I cried a lot because I have a
little boy who’s living with his
father now and who I haven’t al-
ways been such a good mother to,”
said an unidentified 22-year-old
woman, quoted in The Washing-
ton Post. “It made me want to run
to a phone and call my son and tell
him I'll do a lot better.”

Steve Friess in Toledo contributed to
this report.

Stepmom is worn down by Rids” hostilily toward her afler visils to their mother

Adapted from an
online discussion.

Dear Carolyn:
My stepkids don’t
like me. I suspect
it’s due to
alienation from
their mother.

My husband
has full custody, and they see
their high-conflict mother every
other weekend.

Every time they come back,
they are different — hostile and
nasty to me, despite my caring
for them and providing for their
needs.

I'm thinking of pulling back
and letting their father lead. As
of right now, I do a lot of the
house managing, cooking and
making sure chores get done.
My husband is resentful and
thinks it’ll reinforce their
negative opinions about me.
How do I do this delicately?

— Loving, Caring Stepmom

Loving, Caring Stepmom: I
think you’re jumping to the
most negative conclusion (they
“don’t like me”) when the same
facts also support a different
one.

That they dump on you after
they’ve been to their mom’s
suggests their hostility is about
her, not you.

Maybe they’re coming home
full of nasty things she said
about you — the obvious
interpretation.

Or, they are stressed in her
home, and they come home
wrecked. And the home you
made with their dad feels safe,
so that’s where they let out the
ugly stuff.

If this is true, then of course
that would feel awful for you —
like punishment for your good
deeds. (That should be
parenting’s tagline.)

Nor is it good that they do
this. I'm not excusing it.

Soon, as adults, they will bear

ILLUSTRATION BY NICK GALIFIANAKIS/FOR THE WASHINGTON POST

full responsibility for behaving
civilly and doing their emotional
work.

But kids are still emotional
works in progress and can’t be
expected to do graceful things —
yet — with some seriously
complex feelings. Especially
with so many adults so publicly
making a mess of it. They may,
for example, feel intense guilt

(L vy o

for preferring their stepmother’s
care to their mother’s.

I'm not saying this is true —
it’s a for-instance. I'm just
suggesting they may trust you
and count on you in ways you
don’t understand, or have
reasons they come home angry
that you aren’t privy to.

What I propose is a
visualization that can help all of

you regardless of who resents
whom and why: Imagine you'’re
a giant rock on a shoreline. The
stepkids are the sea. You are
there, doing what you do, being
who you are, no matter how the
waters roil and crash around
you. “That hurts,” you might say,
but no punishing back.

It’s the long game, and it is
powerful.

As for your husband — he is
resentful, why? If it’s about your
washing your hands of everyone
and letting him deal with it,
then, okay. I imagine you both
entered marriage and full
custody as a team commitment.

If he resents that you expect
him to get more involved than
he feels like being, though, then
I'll start to suspect a more
problematic backstory than just
a problematic ex and their
problematically acting-out Kkids.

A reader’s thought:

e When I brought my now-
spouse into my kids’ lives after

divorce, I spoke to each kid
separately and said, “You don’t
have to like X, but you do have
to treat them with the same
respect everyone is due.” My kids
were free to reject every
overture to do something with
X, but only with “No, thank you.”
And when they crossed the line,
I made them apologize. Also, it
was my job to do this, not X’s,
and I thanked X repeatedly for
their patience.

Each kid softened in their
own time. I felt I had to honor
how little agency my kids had in
the shifting family dynamics but
also teach them there are right
and wrong ways to treat people.

Write to Carolyn Hax at
tellme@washpost.com. Get her
column delivered to your inbox each
morning at wapo.st/gethax.

@ Join the discussion live at noon
Fridays at washingtonpost.com/live-
chats.
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Wilson’s music refined a sense ol teenage existentialism

v

APPRECIATION FROM C1

and by the time they were teenag-
ers, they had started a group with
their cousin Mike Love and their
friend Al Jardine. Dennis was the
Wilson brother who actually
knew how to surf, and when he
suggested that his oldest brother
try to write songs about things
teenagers liked, it seemed to set
Brian’s symphonic sensibilities in
motion. “He had an orchestra in
his head,” Elton John said in the
2021 documentary film “Brian
Wilson: Long Promised Road.”

Throughout the 1960s, Wilson
used it to give the Beach Boys’
adolescent sunshine music its
haunted sadness, a contrast that
first felt explicit with “In My
Room,” a hit ballad from the
autumn of 1963. “There’s a world
where I can go and tell my secrets
to,” Wilson sings in his cherubic
yawn, his bandmates’ voices
quickly joining him without
spoiling the fragile loneliness of
the scene. “In my room, in my
room.” The rest is teenage exis-
tentialism at its most refined:

“In this world I lock out all my
worries and my fears.

In my room, in my room.

DANIEL KNIGHTON/GETTY IMAGES

Brian Wilson, pictured at a 2017 performance, battled schizoaffective disorder and depression.

Do my dreaming and my
scheming.

Lie awake and pray.

Do my crying and my sighing.

Laugh at yesterday.

Now it’s dark and I'm alone
but I won’t be afraid.”

As the Beach Boys grew into a
cultural phenomenon, Wilson be-
gan hearing voices inside his
head, both figuratively and liter-
ally. He battled schizoaffective
disorder and depression, and
with his mental health struggles
slowing the band’s touring, he
famously took refuge in the re-
cording studio, making his music
increasingly more layered, more
detailed, more expansive, more
radiant. In 1966, the Beach Boys
released “Pet Sounds,” an album
of symphonic pop that steered
them away from commercial suc-
cess, toward historical impor-
tance. Instead of radio-happy sin-
gles about cars and girls, these
were meditations on the meaning
of life and death, their depth and
delicacy best embodied by “God
Only Knows,” a cosmic love
pledge that has since been recog-
nized as Wilson’s great master-
piece. “If you should ever leave
me,” Carl Wilson sings with a

beautiful droop, “though life
would go on, believe me: The
world could show nothing to me.”

Oblivion kept reappearing in
Brian Wilson’s most gripping
songs, his ghostly falsetto harmo-
nies conjuring either angels sent
to rescue us from it or the cursed
souls lost therein. It’s clearly the
latter on “’Til I Die,” the annihilat-
ing penultimate cut on “Surf’s
Up” from 1971. “I'm a cork on the
ocean floating over the raging
sea,” goes the song’s opening
verse. “How deep is the ocean?” If
you manage not to sink, there are
still other ways to leave the face of
this earth. Like “a rock in a
landslide.” Like “a leaf on a windy
day” Wilson doesn’t ask us to
imagine our mortality. It’s some-
thing we all know.

The sun and the void, then. If
you’ve spent your life listening to
Wilson’s songs, you’ve probably
noticed that one keeps getting
brighter, while the other keeps
growing darker. That’s because
the grand architecture of these
magnificent songs creates space
for meaning to gather. As this
music brightens and dims, its
ultimate meaning feels as un-
knowable as the ocean.

13 essential Brian Wilson songs, [rom surl rock to ‘Pet Sounds” and beyond

BY WASHINGTON POST STAFF

If you enjoy most any kind of
pop music, you're a cork in Brian
Wilson’s ocean. The principal
songwriter and sonic architect of
the Beach Boys, he bottled the
vibes of Southern California —
and really, the American opti-
mism of the early 1960s — in doz-
ens of hits (many of which contain
the word “surf”) before creating
what is by broad consensus one of
the great rock records of his or any
era, “Pet Sounds.” No one needs an
introduction to this catalogue; it
remains encoded in music’s DNA.
But we have some favorites. Don’t
you?

‘In My Room’ (1963)

For Wilson, a bedroom was a
kingdom of comfort, somewhere
safe from the anxiety of perform-
ing. As his songs for the Beach
Boys began to broaden beyond the
hot-rod and surf themes, “In My
Room” was a sign of things to
come. With each line in the first
verse adding an additional har-
mony atop, this single could act as
a lullaby or first dance. But Wil-
son’s waltzing doo-wop showcases
aprivatekind ofromance, a pull to
the solace and calm that a room of
one’s own provides.

— Ethan Beck

‘Don’t Worry Baby’ (1964)

Phil Spector rejected this — can
you imagine? Yeah, Wilson was
recasting the Ronettes’ immortal
“Be My Baby,” but that was the
young songwriter’s genius, taking
the language that was pure and
beautiful — teenie-bopper pop —
and locating something divine.
Penned with lyricist Roger Chris-
tian, it’s a mid-tempo almost-
ballad about an ill-fated car race
with a lover’s calming refrain:
“Don’t worry, baby/ everything
will turn out all right” Wilson’s
vocal seems to race against the
melody, his performance packed
with romance, foreboding and re-
gret.

— Jonathan L. Fischer

‘Fun, Fun, Fun’ (1964)

The early Beach Boys weren’t
just about the beach; they were
also about cars. “Little Deuce
Coupe?” A gem. “Little Honda.” A
bop. “Fun, Fun, Fun?” A Chuck
Berry rip-off, for sure. (Mike Love,
co-writing with Wilson, copped to
listening to Berry’s “Nadine.”)
That chorus — “and she’ll have
fun, fun, fun till her daddy takes
the T-Bird away” — could pull
anyone onto a gymnasium dance
floor, but it’s that “o00-wo00000”
harmony that pops this song into
third gear.

—J.L.F.

‘Barbara Ann’ (1965)

Like so many of the Beach Boys’
early chart climbers, it was a song

TOP: Brian Wilson while recording “Pet Sounds” in 1966 in Los
Angeles. ABOVE: Wilson, left, with the Beach Boys in 1962.

about a girl. Or was it? This
stripped-down 1965 tune — a cov-
er of a minor doo-wop hit from
seven years earlier — noodled
with the lady’s name into abstrac-
tion, an almost contemplative
chant. Ba-ba-ba, ba-ba-baran. It
sounded like pure fun; in fact, it
was a sop to the record company,
which needed a holiday season
release, but Brian was busy with
“Pet Sounds,” his not-yet-ready
masterpiece. So he got the guys
back in the studio to record their
“Party!” album — loose, acoustic,
mostly covers. “Barbara Ann”
sounds like a bridge from the
band’s easygoing surfing era to its
sonic experiments still to come.
The magic is in the casual chatter

and laughter caught on the track.
Were they having fun? We didn’t
know yet that the Beach Boys were
depressive child stars, that Brian
was a control freak ready to fight
his bandmates over the phrasing
of a single lyric. But that elusive
party sound could make us think
these were real boys, real friends,
just chilling out with some tunes.
— Amy Argetsinger

‘California Girls’ (1965)

A sunny ode to going “all
around this great big world” and
seeing “all kinda girls,” “California
Girls” is laced with infectious har-
monies and a U.S. tour’s worth of
locations. Kicking things off with
an orchestral prelude, Wilson

PHOTOS BY MICHAEL OCHS ARCHIVES/GETTY IMAGES

smuggled larger sonic ambitions
into a familiar, early-Beach Boys
pop rock sound. This “hymn to
youth,” as Wilson described it,
sails off into the distance on the
strength of the bouncing organ
part and a whirling bass line. The
absolute peak is on the final cho-
rus, where the instrumentation
played by the Wrecking Crew is
completely submerged by Wilson
family harmonies.

—EB.

‘Help Me, Rhonda’ (1965)

The sound of this bouncy, sun-
set tune radiates good vibes, but
there’s something more desperate
going on — the singer (in this case,
Beach Boy Al Jardine) is begging
for the attentions of the woman in
the title after another has rejected
him. Anyone named Rhonda has
had this song sung to them, for
better or worse, and its pop-
cultural half-life underscores its
slightly iffy power. “Help Me,
Rhonda” became a talking point
in 2021 when it figured into an
episode of Marvel’s “WandaVi-
sion” — a witchy show about su-
perheroes, yes, but also one about
grief, a lost love and what we do
when we’re despondent. Not off-
base at all.

— Herb Scribner

‘Good Vibrations’ (1966)

If “God Only Knows” is argu-
ably Wilson’s greatest gift to civili-
zation, “Good Vibrations” repre-
sents the measure of everything
he could do squeezed into one
brilliant bouillon cube of a single.
Overlapping with the creation of
“Pet Sounds,” this global smash of
a “pocket symphony” used the stu-

dioitselfasits canvas, with dozens
of musicians playing a battery of
instruments — the electro-ther-
emin! The ocarina! — for a ba-
roque marvel of pastiche pop.
Groundbreaking in its multipart
structure, pure cotton candy in its
lyrics, “Good Vibrations” sounded
like nothing else before or since,
and it fired the imaginations of
musical rivals with names such as
Lennon and McCartney. (Hello,
“Sgt. Pepper.”) It remains an unal-
loyed ode to creative joy and a
burst of light before the darkness
fell.

— Ty Burr

‘Wouldn’t It Be Nice’ (1966)

Wilson made the prosaic pro-
found and the personal universal,
so here’s my own story: As with a
lot of people, “Pet Sounds” is a
particularly important album to
me. I discovered it in college, and
this opening track perfectly cap-
tured the possibility and freedom
of experiencing one’s first adult
relationship — no surveillance, no
curfews, just some measured
dreams. I played the record con-
stantly, even from the speakers at
the Fullerton arboretum in Cali-
fornia, where I worked as a gar-
dener. Young adulthood is a time
of terrifying uncertainty, and Wil-
son spikes the song’s optimism,
singing, “You know it seems the
more we talk about it/ It only
makes it worse to live without it.”
But then he adds. “But let’s talk
about it” The moments may not
last, but they matter.

— Gene Park

‘Sloop John B’ (1966)

As a child of the Pacific, I have a
natural love of music from island
nations. I instantly recognized
this West Indies folk classic, trans-
formed by Wilson’s pining voice in
two of the verses. Of course, it’s a
perfect shanty for karaoke, and
the best nights of my life were
singing “Ifeel sobroke up,I wanna
go home” shoulder to shoulder
with other drunk and broken is-
land boys, lost in rough oceans
metaphoric and literal.

—G.P.

‘God Only Knows’ (1966)

Between its pitter-patter per-
cussion, jaunty pianos and Carl
Wilson’s boyish, elastic singing,
“God Only Knows” remains possi-
bly the all-time greatest love song.
Inspired by co-writer Tony Asher’s
love of swooning jazz standards,
the pair of Asher and Brian Wilson
arrived at a few straightforward,
extraordinary sentiments about
what losing love looks like. Few
and far between are the moments
more romantic in pop music than
when Carl sings, “What good
would living do me?” and his voice
rises into falsetto. As the horns
interject, and Hal Blaine’s thun-
dering drum rolls ratchet up the

heartache toward the end, it’s ap-

parent why “God Only Knows” is

Paul McCartney’s favorite song.
—E.B.

‘Caroline, No’ (1966)

The closer of “Pet Sounds” re-
mains one of the Beach Boys’
thorniest and most disillusioned
songs. “Caroline, No” is where the
surfing fantasies and teen romanc-
es of the early 1960s curdle into the
harsh reality of early adulthood.
While working on “Pet Sounds,”
Wilson had been married for three
years, facing the early years of
mental health struggles that de-
fined much of his life, and was
uncertain about all of it. Between
the uneasy, flickering harpsichord
and the clattering woodblock hits,
the song’s ornamental construc-
tion fades into the chaos of the
barking of animals and a train
passing by.

—EB.

‘Surf’s Up: Piano Demo’ (1967)

A full-band version, completed
by Brian and Carl Wilson, can be
found on the 1971 album of the
same title, but buried in the wreck-
age of the 1966 “Smile” sessions
that finally saw release in 2011is a
solo piano version that guts every-
one who hears it: Brian Wilson
alone in a room with nothing but
his genius. The demo lilts gently
through the song’s complex, multi-
chambered structure, with Van
Dyke Parks’s crypticlyrics register-
ing as little more than sound, but
in the final section, as Wilson sings
the words “a children’s song,” his
voice soars into a heartbreaking
cadenza of wordless emotion — the
sound of asadness purged of every-
thing extraneous and made pure.
For the remainder of the song, as
Wilson repeats that cry over a pia-
no part that finally just peters out,
he sounds like nothing other than
theloneliest man on Earth.

—TB.

‘This Whole World’ (1970)

One version of Wilson’s creative
story crests with the transcendent
“Pet Sounds” and crashes to an end
with “Smile,” the “teenage sym-
phony to God” that he failed to
complete amid mental health
struggles. But there was so much
more to a career in which he was
no longer the auteur of the Beach
Boys, but he still kicked in heaters
to the more democratic version of
the group that persisted into the
’70s and ’80s. Like “This Whole
World,” from 1970’s “Sunflower,”
one of a number of poor-selling
records that has since been redis-
covered by younger fans. With key
changes and a weird structure, it’s
formally wild but undeniably pop,
a recluse’s love paeon with a gor-
geous Carl Wilson lead vocal and
pirouetting harmonies, all in un-
der two minutes.

—J.L.F.
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B'TS nears reunion as members” military service ends

K-pop supergroup’s final
discharge slated to take
place this month

BY ANDREW JEONG

SEOUL — Two members of K-pop
supergroup BTS walked out the
gates of a South Korean military
base around a dozen miles from
the North Korean border
Wednesday, flashing smiles and
salutes to news cameras and
screaming fans as they proudly
announced that they had com-
pleted their mandatory military
service.

Jimin and Jungkook didn’t
have to say they were happy to be
out of the army — their grins
gave it away.

“Honestly, it’s been a while to
be in front of a camera ... so it’s a
little embarrassing,” Jungkook
said. Jimin told fans that the
military wasn’t an easy place but
that he had created great memo-
ries and thanked fans for waiting
for them.

The discharge of Jimin and
Jungkook indicates that BTS,
arguably the most popular South
Korean boy band ever and a
global household name with in-
ternational hit songs such as
“Dynamite,” will return to the
stage soon. The last time that all
seven members performed to-
gether was in 2022 in Busan,
South Korea.

Six of BTS’s seven members
are now civilians, free to tour and
perform. Members RM and V
ended their stints in the army at
a different base in Chuncheon, in
Gangwon Province in eastern
Korea, this week. Jin and J-Hope
were discharged last year. The
seventh member, Suga, will be
released from his duties later
this month.

Most South Korean males are
obligated to serve at least 18
months in the active military

CHUNG SUNG-JUN/GETTY IMAGES

HAN MYUNG-GU/GETTY IMAGES

SHIN YONG-JU/AFP/GETTY IMAGES

CLOCKWISE FROM LEFT:
BTS members Jungkook, left,
and Jimin salute after being
discharged from mandatory
military service Wednesday in
Yeoncheon-gun, South Korea.
Fans of the band gather in
Chuncheon, just outside Seoul,
on Tuesday to welcome two
more band members, RM and V,
after their 18-month service
came to an end. RM, left, and V
react after being discharged
that day in Chuncheon.

with some exceptions, such as for
high-performing athletes and
classical musicians, which none
of BTS’s seven members quali-
fied for. The band members an-
nounced their intent to fulfill
their military duties in 2022,
months after they said they
would be going on hiatus, trig-
gering tears and grief among the
band’s fans across the globe.

Since debuting in 2013, BTS
has sold tens of millions of
records worldwide, won Gram-
my nominations and landed at
the top of the Billboard 200
chart, earning hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars for their labels,
Hybe and Big Hit Music. Hybe’s
CEO said in a February confer-
ence call that the company had
relied on BTS for up to 95 percent
of its revenue at one point since
listing on the South Korean stock
exchange in 2020. Hybe has seen
its annual revenue grow from
$581 million in 2020 to $1.6 bil-
lion in 2024.

When Hybe saw its profitabili-
ty drop in 2024, despite in-
creased overall sales, the compa-
ny said in a news release in
February that one of the key
reasons for the fall was BTS’s
“temporary break.”

On the walls of Hybe’s head-
quarters in Seoul this week, the
company put up the words “We
are back.”

Series misses what makes podcaster so compelling

TV REVIEW FROM C1

Her Alex,” now on Hulu. “I’m not
CNN, I'm not Fox News,” she
says. “This is ‘Call Her Daddy,
and we talk about women’s
rights.”

Directed by Ry Russo-Young
(“Nuclear Family”), “Call Her
Alex” paints Cooper, 30, as a
trailblazer for young women un-
afraid of their own sexuality.
Since launching in 2018, the
podcast has evolved from oral
sex tutorials to substantial con-
versations with trending celebri-
ties such as Hailey Bieber and
Chappell Roan; it was one of
Spotify’s most popular titles of
2024, second only to “The Joe
Rogan Experience.” Cooper and
her guests still talk about sex,
but she also steers them toward
discussions of female empower-
ment — probably the main draw
for the Harris campaign.

“Call Her Alex” does a decent
job of exploring Cooper’s busi-
ness savvy — it is mostly set in
2023 as she prepares for a seven-
city tour — but it stops short of
truly examining what makes her
such a compelling media person-
ality. Sex sells, but it doesn’t
automatically bump you to the
top of the charts. It certainly
doesn’t legitimize you enough to
interview a presidential candi-
date. What is it about Cooper
and her life experience that has
for years broadcast an authentic
persona to the passionate Daddy
Gang? What shaped her into —
as fans often put it — such a
“girl’s girl?”

While listeners repeatedly tell
Russo-Young that “Call Her Dad-
dy” feels like hanging out with
your best friend, watching “Call
Her Alex” feels more like meet-
ing someone at a networking
conference. It glosses over the
messier details in favor of telling
a more inspiring, marketable
story.

That tale begins with Cooper’s
youth in Newtown, Pennsylva-
nia, when she says she was
bullied for having red hair. She
hated going to school and in-
stead found community in orga-
nized sports, playing alongside
supportive female teammates.
Her strongest friendships were
with a few girls who joined her
in writing silly skits, videotaping
their performances and editing
the footage.

Cooper has long been com-
fortable in front of an audience
and helps her guests — generally

DISNEY

Podcaster Alex Cooper, the voice behind “Call Her Daddy,” in a scene from the new two-part series
“Call Her Alex.” The hugely popular podcast features frank conversations about sex and relationships.

women — feel that way, too. By
sharing a few details about her
own personal life, she creates a
space of vulnerability that al-
lows other people to open up.
Bieber, the model and beauty
entrepreneur frequently criti-
cized by fans of her husband
Justin Beiber’s ex-girlfriend,
warms up enough to share her
favorite sex position. Roan, the
pop star known to shield her
dating life from the public, ad-
mits to being in a new relation-
ship. Model-actress Hunter
Schafer divulges that she was
recently cheated on.

But when the roles are re-
versed, Cooper, who produced
“Call Her Alex” under her Unwell
company banner, is more guard-
ed than she allows her guests to
be. She made headlines this
week for alleging toward the end
of the first episode that she was
sexually harassed by her soccer
coach at Boston University — but
the storyline is swiftly aban-
doned after a brief moment of
reflection, when Cooper says she
vowed after graduating to never
be silenced again. The series
skirts any discussion of how the
alleged harassment might have
affected Cooper’s sense of sexual

Watching
“Call Her Alex”
Jeels more
like meeting
someone at a
networking
conference. It
glosses over the
messier details in
favor of telling a
more inspiring,
marketable story.

agency, and carefully sidesteps
the gender politics of her coach
being a woman, as well.

On a less serious level, “Call
Her Alex” also avoids delving too
deeply into what happened be-
tween Cooper and her former
co-host, Sofia Franklyn. They
started “Call Her Daddy” togeth-
er and co-hosted until 2020,
when Franklyn allegedly left
over a business dispute with
Cooper and distributor Barstool
Sports. The show was successful
from the get-go, but Cooper on
her own transformed it into a
media empire. She eventually
struck a $60 million deal with
Spotify, and last year signed a
$125 million deal with SiriusXM
instead. Did she feel Franklyn
was standing in her way?

If she did, the docuseries
doesn’t get into it. Part of the
controversy over the Harris in-
terview came down to the lack of
hardball questioning; but for
Cooper, who hadn’t previously
touched politics, the conversa-
tion about expanding access to
reproductive health care was a
step toward something newer,
bolder and more meaningful. If
only “Call Her Alex” were, as
well.
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Rae makes the pivol
Lo pop slar look easy

MUSIC REVIEW FROM C1

arcs of Britney Spears, Justin Tim-
berlake, Miley Cyrus and many
others have proved that the Dis-
ney Channel is something like
pop’s MIT.

Soinstead of being surprised by
the fact that TikTok influencer
Addison Rae just released one of
this year’s very best pop albums,
let’s try to tune our ears to all the
things she learned while plowing
the fields of digital content cre-
ation. The 24-year-old Louisiana
native got her start dancing to
songs that were trending on social
media, then quickly branched out
into everything else. A little pod-
casting here. A little Netflix acting
there. With her follower count on
TikTok currently standing at 88.4
million, she remains finely tuned
to what audiences are drawn to,
what they return to, how to per-
petually delight them without
boring them, how to surprise
them without scaring them off.

Her fantastic debut album, “Ad-
dison,” was co-written with Elvira
Anderfjiard and Luka Kloser, two
Swedish song factory supervisors
who know how to push synthesiz-
er patches and bass melodiesin all
kinds of unexpected directions. As
for Rae, she’s clearly a student of
Lana Del Rey’s dead-eyed sotto
voce (“Diet Pepsi”), Madonna’s re-
gal pomp (“Aquamarine”), Ariana
Grande’s aspartame coo (“Sum-
mer Forever”), with her overall
aesthetic falling square in the nu-
clear green shadow of Charli XCX
— and if this is the first great
post-“Brat” album, may a hundred
summers bloom.

Timbre-wise, though, Rae’s
closest contemporary parallel is

Billie Eilish, an intimacy-minded
singer who understands our ears
as well as she understands her
own voice. There’s a breathy,
ASMR-like softness tucked into
most of Rae’s songs — as well as
some louder fourth-wall breakage
during the finale of “Money Is
Everything” when a fleet of Addi-
sons materializes to shout along
with the refrain, prompting us to
dothesame. Onthe album opener,
“New York,” the big cue to heed
Rae’s loudness-softness is lyrical,
describing the thump of a night-
club subwoofer and a masticated
rhythm that exists only inside
your head: “Kick drum, chew
gum.”

Even betteris “Fame IsaGun,”a
dreams-come-true anthem that
spins Gwen Stefani’s “What You
Waiting For?” and Laurie Ander-
son’s “O Superman” into a new
kind of cotton candy. “There’s no
mystery. I'm gonna make it, gonna
go down in history,” Rae sings in
the exquisite second verse. “Don’t
ask too many questions. God gave
me the permission,” her voice sud-
denly shooting upward in the
middle of the word “permission”
asifshe were nudging heaven. Isit
a perfect pop song? There’s no
such thing. We’rereminded of that
whenever someone gets this close.

And so it seems that the best
way for an influencer to truly sup-
plant a pop singer in this over-
stimulated digital world is to liter-
ally become one. It’s hard to imag-
ine the thrill of amassing nearly
90 million TikTok followers — or
becoming a television star, or win-
ning an NBA scoring title — com-
ing anywhere close to having
made something as wonderful as
music like this.

DANIEL ZUCHNIK/GETTY IMAGES
Addison Rae performed last week during the Spotify release party.
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Famed Broadway producer Seller tells his story

BY THOMAS FLOYD

As the producer behind
“Rent,” “Avenue Q,” “In the
Heights” and “Hamilton,” Jeffrey
Seller has an eye for turning an
unconventional musical into a
hit. After all, none of those con-
temporary classics — about Bo-
hemian artists, inappropriate
puppets, a striving immigrant
community and a go-getting
treasury secretary — seemed
poised for mainstream appeal.
Yet each show won over audienc-
es, snatched the best-musical
Tony and entrenched itself in
Broadway lore.

In “Theater Kid,” Seller tells
another story of unlikely success:
his own. Although it’s an accessi-
ble tale of familial strife, ambi-
tion and industry-shaping influ-
ence, the 60-year-old’s path from
theater-loving Midwesterner to
Broadway impresario is also
packed with insider nods and
insight. You may be tickled to
learn, for instance, that Kimberly
Belflower, the playwright behind
the current Broadway hit “John
Proctor Is the Villain,” babysat
Seller’s kids. Or perhaps you’ll be
scandalized by the reveal that
Joel Grey lip-synched “Cabaret”
performances when he was too
sick to sing.

“Rent”-heads will be particu-
larly interested in Seller’s be-
hind-the-scenes dish. Over four
meticulous chapters, he presents
an anatomy of a Broadway
smash. His characterization of
the late “Rent” writer Jonathan
Larson as a neurotic, ahead-of-
his-time genius leaps off the
page. The show’s roller-coaster
journey — from ambitious mess
to budding masterpiece to over-
thought mishmash to canonical
classic — makes for a fascinating
study in identifying, supporting
and achieving greatness.

To those familiar with the
offstage tragedy, the events of
Larson’s final weeks and sudden
death — at age 35, on the day
previews were set to start —
unfold with pit-in-your-stomach
dread. And Seller’s recollection
of how the “Rent” team simulta-
neously mourned Larson and
cemented his legacy is a vital
account of artistic perseverance.

The final of the book’s three
“acts” satisfyingly — if fleetingly
— explores Seller’s other theatri-
cal triumphs. The “Avenue Q”
chapter, fixated on that scrappy
show’s upset over “Wicked” at
the 2004 Tonys, is an engaging
deconstruction of an awards
show stunner. Seller’s insights
into Lin-Manuel Miranda’s
breakout “In the Heights” under-
line the parallels between Larson

ETHAN MILLER/GETTY IMAGES

Jeffrey Seller, second from left, with Kevin McCollum, left, Steve Wynn and Robyn Goodman in 2005. Seller was producer for “Avenue Q.”

and the generational genius he
inspired. The last chapter, fo-
cused on “Hamilton’s” transcen-
dence, offers a blow-by-blow re-
cap of Vice President-elect Mike
Pence’s visit to the Richard Rod-
gers Theatre shortly after the
2016 election and the plea for
empathy that actor Brandon Vic-
tor Dixon read from the stage.
Describing President Donald
Trump, whose Kennedy Center
takeover prompted “Hamilton”
to pull out of its 2026 stop there,
Seller doesn’t mince words: “Our
country elected a misogynistic,
racist, ignorant narcissist who
expressed admiration for some of
the world’s most violent fascists
but didn’t even know that Abra-
ham Lincoln was a Republican.”
While Seller dutifully delivers
his show business reflections,
“Theater Kid” is more of an
origin story than a tell-all. The
first “act” chronicles Seller’s tu-
multuous upbringing in a lower-
class neighborhood of Oak Park,
Michigan, billed as “Cardboard
Village.” His father, portrayed as
a combustible man with money
problems and a weakness for

infidelity, looms particularly
large to an adopted child who
grew up with identity issues. “I
glowed on the outside,” Seller
writes, “but on the inside, faint
feelings of isolation and loss that
I could neither define nor voice
lay dormant, waiting to express
themselves in the future.”

Seller also goes into detail on
the euphoria of discovering his
sexuality, as well as the paralyz-
ing fear that accompanied being
a gay man amid the AIDS epi-
demic. It’s far from the only
occasion when Seller offers per-
sonal introspection that, in the
book’s back half, lays the ground-
work for his professional ex-
ploits. For those wondering
what, exactly, draws a theater
lover to a career not as an actor or
a playwright or a director but a
producer, Seller’s mélange of ex-
perience — as a young director
who found his way into the
business as a publicist and book-
ing agent — offers an inspiring
road map.

“My job was to say yes, to
nurture the artist, not to tell the
artist what to do,” he says of

o THEATER KID:;
(RENTE o |

]
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THEATER KID
By Jeffrey Seller
Simon &
Schuster.

368 pp. $29.99

producing. “To be there when the
artist asked for suggestions.
Twelve years of psychoanalysis
taught me to listen. Artists want
to feel heard. And eventually they
are going to say, ‘What do you
think?””

“Theater Kid” will resonate
with any reader who has tried to
manifest their dream job via
sheer pluck and commitment.
Even if Seller proves oddly eva-
sive about his post-“Rent” per-
sonal life, and quotes a few too
many wooden conversations
from memory, those quibbles
don’t overwhelm the book’s mer-
its.

As Seller’s experience makes
clear, no work of art is chiseled to
perfection. It’s honed and work-
shopped and rethought, then
handed over to the audience
when the clock runs out. After
decades overseeing such endeav-
ors from the wings, Seller earns
his moment to step into the
spotlight and take a bow.

Thomas Floyd is a writer-editor
covering arts, sports and pop culture
for The Washington Post.

Suspended journalist Terry Moran will not return to ABC News

Social media post that
was critical of Trump,
Miller spurred dismissal

BY JEREMY BARR

Veteran ABC News correspon-
dent Terry Moran, who was sus-
pended Sunday after a late-night
social media post in which he
criticized members of the Trump
administration, will not return to
the network, a source with
knowledge of the situation who
was not authorized to comment
publicly told The Washington
Post.

After Moran posted about
President Donald Trump and his
White House Deputy Chief of
Staff Stephen Miller on the social
platform X, the network pulled
him off the air “pending further
evaluation” after determining
that he had violated ABC’s edito-

NICK UT/AP

Terry Moran, pictured in 2007, had been with ABC since 1997.

rial guidelines on neutrality in
reporting.

“Trump is a world-class hater,”
Moran wrote in the post, which
he published just after midnight

Sunday. But he said Trump’s “ha-
tred” is “only a means to an end.”
“Miller is a man who is richly
endowed with the capacity for
hatred. He’s a world-class hater,”

Moran wrote. “You can see this
just by looking at him because
you can see that his hatreds are
his spiritual nourishment. He
eats his hate.”

At the time, the network did
not say whether Moran would
return to the air after his suspen-
sion. But Tuesday, a network
spokesperson said his contract
will not be renewed, ending a
career at ABC that began back in
1997.

“We are at the end of our
agreement with Terry Moran and
based on his recent post — which
was a clear violation of ABC News
policies — we have made the
decision to not renew,” the
spokesperson said. “At ABC News,
we hold all of our reporters to the
highest standards of objectivity,
fairness and professionalism, and
we remain committed to deliver-
ing straightforward, trusted jour-
nalism.”

ABC dealt quickly with the
fallout from Moran’s post, as
prominent conservatives, includ-

ing Vice President JD Vance and
press secretary Karoline Leavitt,
pushed for consequences. Some
on the left have criticized ABC for
punishing Moran, arguing that
his comments about Miller and
Trump were accurate and that he
was being denied his freedom of
speech.

A network spokesperson de-
clined to comment Tuesday when
asked follow-up questions about
when Moran’s contract ends and
whether the network still
planned to evaluate his conduct.

Moran, who is outspoken on
social media, deleted his original
post but has not commented on
the matter further.

But there is precedent for Mo-
ran’s departure from the net-
work. In 2017, the network sus-
pended investigative correspon-
dent Brian Ross over what it said
was a “serious error” in his cover-
age of Michael Flynn, who had
been picked as Trump’s first na-
tional security adviser. Ross left
ABC the following year.

Minister must learn lo juggle conversaltions with parishioners

Mi Dear Miss
188 Manners: I am a
Manners  ministry leader at
JUDITH my church and
MARTIN, am well-known
JACOBINA within the
MARTINAND  congregation.
NICHOLAS After the church
[VOR MARTIN service, many
people like to stay

in the lobby for a few minutes to
chat.

I find myself often in an
embarrassing situation that I
don’t know how to handle:
Suppose I’'ve been chatting with
someone, let’s call them Person
A, for just a minute. Then I feel
someone, Person B, touch my
shoulder or arm to get my
attention. I turn to see that it’s
another friendly person who
wishes to chat.

Now, my body is still facing
Person A, with whom I wish to
continue talking, but my head is
turned to chat with Person B,
who has interrupted our
conversation.

I find this situation terribly
awkward and disrespectful to
Person A. Sometimes, when I
finally manage to end the
interaction with Person B,
Person A has already left.

I feel awful when this
happens, and it occurs far too
often.

I don’t understand how
Person B can feel it’s acceptable
to interrupt an ongoing
conversation, but at the same
time, I don’t know how to
ignore someone who is
physically trying to get my
attention.

Can you please advise me on
how to handle this situation?

Ah yes, the ministry two-step.
Listen raptly until Person A
reaches the end of a sentence.
Say, “Excuse me just one
second.” Turn to Person B. Say,
“I was just talking to Person A,
won’t you join us?” Turn back to
Person A, opening up the circle
to include Person B. Say (to
Person A), “You were saying ..”

And do this all so quickly that
neither Person A nor Person B
has a chance to take over.
Fortunately, as a ministry
leader, you are used to
commanding attention.

Dear Miss Manners: I was “the
other one” in my relationship
with the person I loved. Even

aside from the marital infidelity,
the relationship would have
been considered scandalous by
my lover’s family because I am
the wrong race, gender, social
class, age, whatever (pick one).

My loved one died, leaving me
grieving in isolation. I posted
condolences, attended the
funeral quietly and sometimes
visit the grave alone. I need to
do so as part of the grieving
process; I am near recovery now
and distancing myself from the
death.

Even so, the relatives have
begun making pointed inquiries
about me.

I have ignored the questions
so far, primarily because doing
otherwise would be a betrayal of
my loved one’s wishes and
reputation.

My obvious sin aside, am I
now doing the proper thing?

That will depend on your guess
as to the motivation behind the
inquiries, as well as how much
time has passed.

Miss Manners would only
expect you to welcome overtures
from well-meaning family
members for whom any
thoughts of scandal or sin were
buried with the deceased.

New Miss Manners columns are
posted Monday through Saturday on
washingtonpost.com/advice. You can
send questions to Miss Manners at
her website, missmanners.com. You
can also follow her
@RealMissManners.

© 2025 Judith Martin

How to help
a hoarder
without
shaming

Dear Eric: I have

Asking

" afriend of several
Eric decades and
R ERIC recently learned
THOMAS sheis a hoarder.
———— Wealways met

outside our homes
for coffee or lunch. I just
assumed it was more convenient.

A few months ago, she texted
to tell me she’s been embarrassed
for me to find out her “secret.”
She also asked me for help. I was
thrilled and offered to help, but
she refused to make a
commitment.

Later I found out her therapist
insisted she reach out to a friend
for help. She also confessed she
had no intention of letting me
near her house. Her mother and
daughter are quick to express
their disgust at her “problem,”
making her shame worse.

I feel nothing but compassion
for my friend. I’d leave the
problem alone except my friend
does a fair amount of animal
rescue, particularly cats and
kittens. She said one of the rooms
in her house is covered with
uncleaned feces and mice
droppings. I'm worried about her
health. Pushing my friend will
only make her withdraw. I can’t
call authorities as we live in a
small town, and she is a well-
respected educator. Do you have
any suggestions?

— Hoarder’s Friend

Friend: There are avenues for
help but, as with any other
compulsive behavior, she has to
be willing to take a step toward
them. You might give her the
book “Buried in Treasures: Help
for Compulsive Acquiring,
Saving, and Hoarding” by David
F. Tolin, Randy O. Frost and Gail
Steketee, and even ask if she’d be
willing to do a “book club” with
you about it.

Additionally, it may be time to
reach out to someone else who
has more extensive training. I
know you don’t want to expose
her to public scrutiny or
embarrassment, but the threat to
her health and the health of her
pets may necessitate bringing in
some authorities. Shame can be
managed, but the loss of life
can’t, and many people who
hoard live in places that pose
extreme risk for fire.

Your local or state health
department will have resources
for people who hoard. I
encourage you to reach out.

Dear Eric: I have two casual
friends who long ago moved to
different parts of the country but
who have sent me messages
every couple of months for many
years. These are not friends I
would ever visit or even call on
the phone, and they seem to feel
the same.

They have written that they
“want to keep in touch,” yet their
messages contain nothing more
than a greeting followed by a
perfunctory response, like “been
busy,” when I ask what they’ve
been up to.

T used to offer details about
work, my hobbies, my spouse and
where I've traveled on vacations,
without acknowledgment or
reciprocation on their part.
Frankly, I don’t see this as
keeping in touch at all. Would it
be rude, after all these years, to
stop writing them back?

— Why Bother

‘Why Bother: Some people,
especially in the age of a quick
text message or email, are
satisfied with a simple greeting.
Others, like yourself (and me,
frankly), want a little more
substance in the correspondence.

The sentiment is lovely, true,
but if it’s feeling more empty
than fulfilling for you, it’s fine to
pivot.

You have a few options. You
can reply with equally
perfunctory well-wishes, thereby
managing your expectations of
the friendship and avoiding
resentment. You can, as you
suggested, let it peter out by not
replying. Or you can address it
directly — “I’d love to hear more
about what’s going on with you.
Care to give me an update?”

In answer to your question, I
don’t think it’s especially rude to
let the sporadic texts go
unanswered, but it does leave a
loose social thread. Better,
sometimes, to say what’s on your
mind.

Send questions to R. Eric Thomas at
eric@askingeric.com or P.O. Box
22474, Philadelphia, PA 19110. Follow
him on Instagram and sign up for his
weekly newsletter at rericthomas.com.

© 2025 by R. Eric Thomas. Distributed by
Tribune Content Agency.
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BIRTHDAY | JUNE 12: You
are energetic, self-contained,

:9 intelligent and enthusiastic.
You give yourself whole-

heartedly to your interests. This is
the final year of a nine-year cycle,

which means it's ti

me to take

inventory of your life and let go of

the people, places

and things from

the past that might have held you

back.

Moon Alert: There are no restrictions
to shopping or important decisions
today. The Moon is in Capricorn.

ARIES
(March 21-April 19)

People notice you today. Fortunately,
you will make an excellent impression

on others because

you’re in a happy

frame of mind, which will encourage
you to act warmly with others. In fact,
you might use your influence to help

someone.

TAURUS
(April 20-May 20)

Today things that are exotic and
different will attract you. In fact, as

the collector of the

zodiac, you might

purchase something that catches
your eye, because your appreciation
of beauty is heightened. Meanwhile,
a flirtation or romance with someone
“different” could begin.

GEMINI
(May 21-June 20)

This is an excellent day to ask for

a loan or a mortgage or to negotiate
anything to do with shared property

or getting your fair share of something.

Doors will open for

you, and people

will be ready to help you. Meanwhile,

a secret love affair
ating! (You love an
gallery.)

might be percol-
adoring peanut

HOROSCOPE
CANCER

(June 21-July 22)

Tread carefully today. The Moon is
opposite your sign, which means you
have to be ready to compromise with
others. Nevertheless, because the
Moon is dancing beautifully with
Venus, relations with friends, as well
as members of groups, will be warm
and cordial.

LEO

(July 23-Aug. 22)

In many ways, you will accomplish
what you want to do today because
people will help you. This could apply
to your job or to any task that you
set for yourself. This influence will
also apply to the health care you
might receive, or your interactions
with a pet. Plus, you are well-liked
right now.

VIRGO

(Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

Grab every chance to socialize and
have fun today! Enjoy sports events.
Playful activities with children will
delight you. Make an effort to
explore the arts, the entertainment
world, the theater and anything

that showcases the talents of others.
Accept invitations to party.

LIBRA

(Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

This is an auspicious day for you.

You can use your excellent decorating
skills to make your home look more
attractive today. This is important,
because more than any other sign,
you are affected by your environment.
Go crazy with throw pillows.

SCORPIO

(Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

Today you feel warm and pleasant

to everyone around you, which is
why you will enjoy being with siblings,

relatives and neighbors. You also
might feel protective of a loved
one. Look for ways to improve your
immediate surroundings; this will
please you. Be inventive.

SAGITTARIUS

(Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

Listen to your moneymaking ideas
today. You might be on to something
worthwhile. You might see ways

to make money that are related to

the arts, jewelry or clothing. Meanwhile,
if shopping today, you'll love to buy
beautiful things for yourself and others.

CAPRICORN

(Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

This is a great day to schmooze with
others because the Moon is in your
sign dancing with fair Venus, which
makes you feel warm and friendly with
everyone. You don’t want to work today.
Instead, you want to enjoy good food
and drink and perhaps overindulge in
something irresistible.

AQUARIUS

(Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

Today you want to take it easy and hide
behind the scenes. However, you will

be interested in doing something to
make where you live more attractive.
You will also enjoy entertaining at home.
Conversely, you will accept invitations to
share good times with others as well.

PISCES

(Feb. 19-March 20)

Your interactions with a female
acquaintance or friend might be
important to you today. You might even
feel protective of someone and want
to help them or keep them from harm.
Meanwhile, you truly appreciate the
beauty of your daily surroundings.

— Georgia Nicols
© 2025, KING FEATURES SYNDICATE, INC.

LA TIMES CROSSWORD

N-S VULNERABLE

NORTH

& )4

¥ 652

4 AK1098

& 343
WEST EAST
& Q9732 & K108
v QJ74 ¥ 98
4 063 ¢ J75
L] ® Q10972

SOUTH (D)

& A65

¥ AK103

¢ 42

& AK65
The bidding:
SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST
14 Pass 14 Pass
19 Pass 24 Pass
2NT Pass  3NT All Pass

Opening lead — & 3

BRIDGE

(11 Don’t listen to her,” the Queen
of Diamonds told Alice at the

Mad Hatter’s. “My cousin is, as we

say, a few cards short of a full deck.”

The Queen of Hearts had boasted
that she was the most potent card
in Wonderland, and no king or ace
dared capture her; the Queen of
Diamonds insisted that losing a
trick could be better than winning
one.

When the Hatter played at 3NT,
Alice led a spade as West. The
Hatter held up his ace and won the
third round. At Trick Four he led a
diamond. Alice was about to play
‘second hand low’ when she felt the
Queen of Diamonds’ intense gaze.
So Alice put up her queen.

The Hatter was helpless. If he
ducked to keep a link with dummy,
Alice would cash her good spades
for down one. When instead he took
the ace, dummy’s long diamonds

were dead; the result was down two.

“See?” said the Queen of
Diamonds. “If you play low on the

first diamond, declarer plays dum-
my’s 10 and wins four diamonds
and nine tricks in all.”

And so it was.

DAILY QUESTION

You hold:

4AG5YAKI103

¢428AK65

You open one club, your partner
responds one spade and the player
at your right overcalls two dia-
monds. What do you say?

ANSWER: Some partnerships use
“support doubles” in this situation;
a double would show three cards
in spades (and a bid of two spades
would show four-card support).
That treatment is controversial and
doesn’t appeal to me. Anyway, a bid
of two hearts here would be fine.

— Frank Stewart
©2025, TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.

ACROSS
1 Fire (up)
4 Sound of
an ungentle
landing
8 Ready to pour
13 “Little Red
Riding Hood" tool
14 Grey _ vodka
15 Boatload
16 _ reel
17 *Elixirs that stir
passion
19 Fish sauce
quality
21 Takes a turn?
22 “Let's kick it
upa_ "
25 Worn-down
pencil
26 Jargon suffix
27 *Steinbeck
novella featuring
George and
Lennie
31 Not post-
32 Hindu festival
33 Gave the star
treatment to
37 Morrison
who said, “The
function of
freedom is to
free someone
else”
39 Like cereal
sitting in milk
42 Clip
43 Compress
45 Warmth
47 Pro's opposite
48 *Franchise whose
characters have
“cutie marks”
52 Rapper __Nas X
55 Particle
56 Rounds in
tourneys
57 “That was off
topic ..."
60 Cultured
63 *“Appreciate
every moment”
66 WC
67 Put some
chips on the
table
68 Capitol Hill
staffers
69 Cash dispenser
70 Wine vessels
71 Some “Modern
Family” figures
72 Marina __ Rey,
California

By Amie Walker & Amanda Rafkin

1 2 3

10 |11 12

13

16

19

26

27 128

31

35 |36

37

43

52

57

63

67 68

70 71
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DOWN 30 _ trapped: stuck

1 ltalian meat at home because
sauce of a tot's sleep

2 Test schedule

3 List that may 34 Tex-Mex dish with
include black an edible bowl
bean chili and 35 Nobel Prize subj.
mushroom 36 Saynoto
pot pie 38 Belief system

4 All_ well 40 Obtains

5_ lane 41 Home of Grace

6 Tech support Hopper College
caller

7 Rely (on)

8 National Black
Cat Day month

6/12/25

44 Some Subarus 58 _ chic

46 Lures 59 Branch of Islam

49 “Completely 61 Repetitive
false!” learning method

50 “Such a shame” 62 Romantic initial-

51 Food in “Sweeney ism spelled out
Todd” and by the starts of
“Waitress” the answers to

52 Lavender kin the starred clues

53 Tony winner 64 Out of the
Menzel ordinary

54 Elevates 65 Hi-__ graphics

WEDNESDAY’S LA TIMES SOLUTION

9 Get just right
10 Treasure stash

11 Nosy neighbor in
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OJJ—IFTIZ.ZD:UITI

“WandaVision”
12 Entourage
14 Bug
18 Reproductive
ceIFI) AlC|T
20 Pronoun used in C[H]| I
mock outrage HIAIM
23 Co. leaders EIRIE
24 Angel hair s[AalA
topper
27 Elects (to) -C L
28 Gift tag word S|T[O
29 “Seeyainthe T|IE|N
morning!” PIRIE
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PRO BASKETBALL

The Knicks’ coaching search begins with a string of
rejections from teams with coaches they’re keen on. b2

SOCCER

We're less than a year away from the North American
World Cup. Check out what to know about the event. ps

HIGH SCHOOLS

The Loudoun County girls’ soccer team, unbeaten in
21 games, storms into the Virginia Class 4 semis. pe
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This weekend at Oakmont, defending U.S. Open champion Bryson DeChambeau will try to become just the seventh player to win the event at least three times.

Driven lo experiment

Even with two major titles and millions of fans, DeChambeau may never be satisfied

BY RiCK MAESE

OAKMONT, PA. — Bryson DeChambeau is
a nerdy golfing colossus with two major
championships, a booming YouTube
channel and the leader of the free world
on speed dial. A near-pariah not long ago
for his brash confidence and his role in
splintering the sport, he’s now the closest
thing golf has to a transcendent star, with
the supernatural ability to both hit golf
balls and schmooze with virtually anyone.

But what if he wasn’t a golfer?

“He might be trying to put people on
Mars,” suggested Chris Parra, one of his
college coaches at SMU. “People say it’s
uninhabitable, right? He’d want to prove
them wrong. He loves proving people

wrong.”

That’s one hypothesis. Another:

“I've always said if he didn’t have this,
he’d be a cocaine addict on the side of a
road somewhere,” his estranged child-
hood coach, Mike Schy, said with a laugh.
“A lot of people forget that he was a
physics major — one of the hardest majors
you could probably do. My fear was
always: What is he going to do when he
leaves school and has like eight hours a
day that he’s got to fill?”

And DeChambeau?

“Well, I'd be on the side of the street or
I’'d be in a research lab, something like
that,” he joked Tuesday. “Just kidding. I
would say I'd probably be doing some-
thing around biomechanics.”

DeChambeau is part scientist and part
showman, part behemoth and part robot.
Both loathed and loved, he’ll be a main
character this week at Oakmont Country
Club, where the 31-year-old Californian-
turned-Texan is trying to defend his U.S.
Open title and become just the seventh
player to win the event at least three
times, a group that includes golf royalty
Bobby Jones, Ben Hogan, Jack Nicklaus
and Tiger Woods.

DeChambeau is unlike any of them. Or
any other golfer. Possibly any other hu-
man. During this year’s Masters, he
couldn’t sleep one night and wandered
onto the backyard putting green of a local
couple, striking up a conversation with

SEE DECHAMBEAU ON D5

U.S. Open: Through Sunday at Oakmont Country Club | First round: 6:30 a.m., USA Network | Tee times, D6

Indiana
initiates
home rule
in Game 3

PACERS 116,
THUNDER 107

Stifling defense paves
way for 2-1 lead in Finals

BY CANDACE BUCKNER

INDIANAPOLIS — Nearly unbeat-
able when the games get tight,
the Indiana Pacers again thrived
under pressure Wednesday night,
earning a 116-107 victory over the
Oklahoma City Thunder in
Game 3 of the NBA Finals at
Gainbridge Fieldhouse. It was the
Pacers’ ninth win of the postsea-
son in games considered as clutch
and gave them a 2-1 series lead.

Game 4 is Friday night in
Indianapolis.

Tyrese Haliburton scored 22
points, but his effort was but-
tressed by Thunder miscues (19
turnovers for 21 Pacers points)
and help throughout Indiana’s
roster, including a game-high 27
points from reserve forward
Bennedict Mathurin. Indiana
outscored the Thunder, the over-
all No. 1 seed after a 68-win

SEE NBA FINALS ON D2

Game 4: Thunder at Pacers
Friday, 8:30 p.m., ABC
Indiana leads series 2-1

Nationals’
June swoon
at the plate
continues

METS 5,
NATIONALS 0

BY ANDREW GOLDEN

NEW YORK — There were few
positives to take away from the
Washington Nationals’ approach
at the plate during a 5-0 loss to
the New York Mets on Wednesday
night at Citi Field. The Nationals
finished with just six hits, five of
which were singles. They swung
early in counts with little to show
for it. They had few extended
at-bats. And, again, they chased
often.

The Mets, meanwhile, grabbed
an early lead against Jake Irvin
on Pete Alonso’s RBI double in
the first. In the third, Irvin left a
curveball to Juan Soto over the
middle of the plate and Soto
crushed it for a two-run homer.
Brandon Nimmo hit solo homers
in the fifth and seventh innings to

SEE NATIONALS ON D3

Nationals at Mets
1 p.m., MASN

After her ‘surreal’ rise,
Benzan’s a G League GM

Former Terps standout,
just 27, takes charge
of Salt Lake City Stars

BY KAREEM COPELAND

Katie Benzan used to play a
game with her older brother,
envisioning different NBA sce-
narios.

Whom would LeBron James
play best with? How would Ste-
phen Curry fit alongside so-and-
so? Common banter for a couple
of basketball junkies.

Years later, she finds herself in
position to evaluate players and

build a real team. On Tuesday, the
former Harvard and Maryland
standout, who briefly played for
the Washington Mystics, was
named general manager of the
Salt Lake City Stars, the G League
affiliate of the Utah Jazz. The
27-year-old is the youngest GM in
the league and the youngest fe-
male GM in G League history.

Benzan didn’t see this coming
so quickly after she joined the
Jazz organization in 2022, but
she has rapidly risen through the
ranks and could be on a path to
bigger NBA front-office posi-
tions.

“It still feels a bit surreal to
say,” she said. “I don’t get over-
whelmed too often. ... But I do

SEE BENZAN ON D3
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“I feel great,” Commanders cornerback Marshon Lattimore
said Wednesday. “... I just want to get out there and be explosive.”

Lattimore is out to prove
last year was an anomaly

Commanders cornerback
played ‘timid’ following
injury, midseason trade

BY NICKI JHABVALA

Marshon Lattimore was off last
season. The hamstring injury
that sidelined him for much of his
first year with Washington affect-
ed his play and his transition to
the Commanders.

The numbers on the field said
plenty. The film showed him even
more.

“I could tell in my game when I
watched film. I could tell in how I

was stepping,” Lattimore said
Wednesday after the Command-
ers’ minicamp practice. “I looked
timid in my game. Now, just being
out there these past two days, I
feel way better.”

The cornerback, who arrived
via trade from New Orleans in
early November while still reha-
bilitating the injury, struggled in
most of his five games with the
Commanders. But Wednesday, in
his first public comments since
last season ended, Lattimore said
he feels great and is eager to
prove himself on the field.

“Just the burst and getting out
of my breaks and all of that,” he
said. “That [injury] takes a lot out
of you, and it takes a long time to

SEE COMMANDERS ON D3
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PRO BASKETBALL

Knicks not permitted
to speak with coaches

The New York Knicks were
denied permission to speak with
coaches Jason Kidd of Dallas,
Ime Udoka of Houston and
Chris Finch of Minnesota in a
slow start to find Tom
Thibodeau’s replacement.

All three coaches are under
contract and their organizations
declined to make them available
for interviews with the Knicks,
two people with knowledge of
the details said Wednesday. The
people spoke with the Associated
Press on the condition of
anonymity because the interview
process was to remain private.

The Knicks fired Thibodeau
on June 3 despite reaching the
Eastern Conference finals for the
first time in 25 years. They
reached the playoffs four times
in Thibodeau’s five seasons and
had won at least 50 games in
each of the final two.

They appear to be trying to
find out whether any coaches
they like who have jobs might be
added to their list along with the
ones who are available. ...

Boston Celtics all-star Jaylen
Brown had arthroscopic surgery
on his right knee, and the team
said he is expected to be available
when training camp starts
“without limitation.”

The Celtics said Brown had a
minimally invasive procedure to
clean out his knee. ...

Former NBA all-star center
DeMarcus Cousins was
suspended for the rest of the
season in Puerto Rico’s
basketball league and his team
terminated his contract after a
brawl with fans during a game
earlier this week.

The 34-year-old, who played
for seven teams during his NBA
career, made an obscene gesture,
exchanged words and grabbed
the arm of a fan sitting courtside
Monday night before being taken
away by his teammates. ...

David Greenwood, who was
one of John Wooden’s last
recruits at UCLA and went on to
win an NBA title with the Detroit
Pistons during a 12-year pro
career, died at 68.

He died Sunday in Riverside,
California, after battling cancer,
UCLA said.

COLLEGE BASEBALL
Virginia picks Pollard
to replace O’Connor

Chris Pollard was hired as
Virginia’s baseball coach after
spending the past 13 seasons at
ACCrival DuKe.

Virginia Athletic Director
Carla Williams announced the
successor to Brian O’Connor,
who left June 1to take over at
Mississippi State.

Pollard went 420-296 at Duke
and led the Blue Devils to seven
NCAA regionals, four super
regionals and two ACC
tournament championships.
Duke hosted a super regional
this season, losing in three games
to Murray State.

Pollard is 806-614-3 in 26
seasons as a head coach. He also
has coached at Pfeiffer (2000-04)
and Appalachian State (2005-12).
As he did at Duke this year,
Pollard led Appalachian State to
the NCAA tournament during his
final season with the
Mountaineers in 2012.

The Blue Devils are coming off
back-to-back 40-win seasons for
the first time in program history.

Pollard takes over a Virginia
program that went to 18 NCAA
regionals, nine super regionals
and seven College World Series
in 22 seasons under O’Connor.

With apologies to the Angels

Chicago native Pope Leo XIV sports a White Sox cap Wednesday during his weekly general audience in St. Peter’s Square.

REMO CASILLI/REUTERS

SPOTLIGHT: COLLEGE SPORTS

Female athletes appeal NCAA settlement

BY BEN NUCKOLS

Eight female athletes filed an appeal
Wednesday of a landmark NCAA anti-
trust settlement, arguing that women
would not receive their fair share of
$2.7 billion in back pay for athletes who
were barred from making money off
their name, image and likeness.

U.S. District Judge Claudia Wilken
approved the settlement last week,
clearing the way for direct payments
from universities to athletes and the end
of the NCAA’s amateurism model.

The athletes who appealed the settle-
ment competed in soccer, volleyball and
track. They are Kacie Breeding of Van-
derbilt; Lexi Drumm, Emma Appleman,
Emmie Wannemacher, Riley Hass,
Savannah Baron and Elizabeth Arnold
of the College of Charleston; and Kate
Johnson of Virginia. They have standing
to appeal because they previously filed
objections to the proposed settlement.

They argue agreement violates
federal antidiscrimination law
and harms women’s sports

Ashlyn Hare, one of the attorneys
representing the athletes, said in a
statement that the settlement violates
Title IX, the federal law that bans
sex-based discrimination in education.

“We support a settlement of the case
but not an inaccurate one that violates
federal law. The calculation of past
damages is based on an error that
ignores Title IX and deprives female
athletes of $1.1 billion,” Hare said. “Pay-
ing out the money as proposed would be
a massive error that would cause irrepa-
rable harm to women’s sports.”

The settlement figures to financially
benefit football and basketball stars at

the biggest schools, who are likely to
receive a big chunk of the $20.5 million
per year that colleges are permitted to
share with athletes over the next year.

Some athletes in other sports that
don’t make money for their schools
could lose their partial scholarships or
see their roster spots cut.

“This is a football and basketball
damages settlement with no real benefit
to female athletes,” Hare said. “Congress
has expressly rejected efforts to exempt
revenue-generating sports like football
and basketball from Title IX’s antidis-
crimination mandate. The NCAA agreed
with us. Our argument on appeal is the
exact same argument the conferences
and NCAA made prior to settling the
case”

The appeal was filed by law firm
Hutchinson Black and Cook of Boulder,
Colorado. It would be heard by the U.S.
Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit.

— Associated Press
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The 2015 team won the national
championship.

Virginia went 32-18 this
season and missed the NCAA
tournament for the first time
since 2019.

COLLEGE FOOTBALL

After camp absences,
Sanders says he’s okay

Colorado football coach Deion
Sanders posted on social media
that “everything is okay” after he
was not able to attend camps in
Boulder so far this spring.

The coach's health has come
into question because of his
extended absence. Sanders wrote
on social media that he was
“truly blessed for the abundance
of well wishes, for all the
thoughts and all of the prayers.
Thank you thank you thank you!”

Sanders later added that he’s
“excited to get back to Colorado
to be at home with my staff, team
[and] all associated to our
program.” He said that once he
arrives back in Boulder he will
give updates.

The school had no comment or
areason for his absence. Citing a
source that it did not identify,
ESPN reported Tuesday that
Sanders has been ill and out of
the office.

The 57-year-old Sanders has
dealt with issues surrounding his
left foot since having two toes
amputated in 2021 because of
blood clot issues while coaching
at Jackson State.

He missed media day in 2023,
his inaugural year at Colorado,
after a procedure to remove a
blood clot from his right leg and
another to straighten toes on his
left foot. ...

A federal judge ruled against
cornerback Corey Coley Jr.’s
request that he be granted a fifth
year of eligibility to play at North
Carolina State and earn name,
image and likeness money.

Coley is one of several players
suing the NCAA over its rule that
college athletes may play only
four seasons within a five-year
period.

He sought an injunction that
would allow him to play this fall,
but U.S. District Judge James
C. Dever III denied the request,
writing that “the balance of
hardships does not favor Coley.”

Coley played three seasons at
Maryland before transferring to
N.C. State, where he played six
games in 2024 before suffering a
season-ending injury.

TENNIS

WTA implements rule
for fertility procedures

Professional players who take
time off from competition for a
fertility procedure such as egg or
embryo freezing will have their
ranking protected under a WTA
Tour policy.

This follows the introduction
in March of paid maternity leave
and grants for fertility protection
measures in women’s tennis.

Under the new protected
ranking rule covering absences
for fertility procedures, players
can use the special ranking to
enter up to three tournaments.
Players already were eligible for
ranking protection while
pregnant or other ways of
becoming a parent.

“For any woman, the
conversation of family life versus
a career is nuanced and
complex,” 2017 U.S. Open
champion Sloane Stephens said
in a statement released by the
tour. “The WTA has now created
a safe space for players to explore
options and to make the best
decisions for themselves.”

— From news services

Unlilappable Pacers seize
2-1lead in the NBA Finals

NBA FINALS FROM D1

regular season, 32-18 in the final
quarter to secure the victory.

For the informal fan, this year’s
Finals might feel like a starless
exhibition — unless viewers real-
ly want to see what that guy from
the AT&T commercials does for
his day job.

In the first half, even the series’
most well-known players took a
back seat to the kind of player
only a purist would love.

Shai Gilgeous-Alexander, the
star of those TV spots, won the
MVP award for his work in the
regular season and even made
history by scoring the most
points (72) through two games
for a first-time Finals player. But
he began Game 3 as Chet Hol-
mgren’s sidekick. Holmgren was
the Thunder offense as he scored
13 points. Gilgeous-Alexander
didn’t hit the scoreboard until

2:27 remained in the quarter —
without getting the satisfaction
of watching his shot fall through
since Pacers center Myles Turner
blocked the layup off the glass for
goaltending.

Indiana trailed by eight after
the first quarter needed to find a
counter, quickly. Coach Rick Carl-
isle, notoriously mum as it relates
to sharing his game plan, stayed
true to character ahead of the
pivotal matchup.

“m not going to talk about
strategy,” he said hours before
tip-off for probably the 38th time
this postseason.

Maybe Carlisle just didn’t want
to state the most obvious strategy,
the one everyone expected: un-
leash bench players Mathurin
and T.J. McConnell and get out
the way.

The Pacers had trailed for most
of this series, and it remained
that way until McConnell and his

T

Tyrese Haliburton (22 points) helped Indiana move within two wins of the franchise’s first NBA title.

chaos took over. In the second
quarter, he disrupted inbounds
plays (he had three steals in his
first six minutes on the floor),
zipped passes to open three-point
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shooters (four assists during that
same time frame) and played and
acted like a madman, firing up
the crowd and pushing the Pacers
to their first lead.

MADDIE MEYER/GETTY IMAGES

Mathurin, the recipient of a
pair of McConnell assists, poured
it on like a starter with 14 points
in just 10 minutes of action in the
first half. Thanks in large part to

the reserves, the Pacers broke
down OKklahoma City’s physical
defense with 40 points in the
second quarter, taking a 64-60
lead into halftime.

“If you go out there and you'’re
like, ‘Hey, we're trying to stop this
one player;, ... they’re going to get
you somewhere else,” Thunder
Coach Mark Daigneault said,
sounding like a prophet before
the game. “That’s why they’re
here. It’s why they’re successful.
We have a lot of respect for them.
It’s why they’re a tough oppo-
nent.”

After recovering from a slim
five-point deficit early in the
third quarter, the Pacers again
used their depth as their best
weapon. In a stretch that started
with Haliburton stepping back
and drilling a three-pointer,
Turner chipped in with a layup
and a big block against Holmgren
on the next play.

In the decisive fourth quarter,
Andrew Nembhard, Obi Toppin
and Aaron Nesmith did their part
to build the lead, and the Pacers
never looked back in their first
Finals game on their home court
in 25 years.
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Nationals stymied by Mets left-hander Peterson as their June swoon continues

NATIONALS FROM D1

pad the Mets’ lead.

“More than anything, I'm
pissed off about it,” Irvin said
about his outing. “I'm going to
use it as fire to keep working and
figure stuff out. Disappointed?
Hell, yeah. Concerned? Never.”

Irvin wasn’t sharp, but the
batters shouldered much of the
blame for the loss. The Nationals
threatened Mets starter David
Peterson with a pair of singles to
open the seventh, but the lefty
regrouped to strike out Andrés
Chaparro and Nathaniel Lowe
before Alex Call grounded out. In
the eighth, Luis Garcia Jr.,, who
had doubled, was thrown out at
home trying to score on a single
by Jacob Young.

Peterson needed just 106
pitches to complete the shutout,
lowering his ERA to 2.49. Irvin
needed 100 to get through five
innings.

The Nationals (30-37) have
scored 15 runs in their nine June
games. The MLB-best Mets
(44-24) have hit 23 home runs
this month.

“The boys are playing hard, but
we got to start hitting,” Manager
Dave Martinez said. “We got to
come back tomorrow and score
some runs.”

If you’re looking for silver lin-
ings, James Wood was 2 for 4. The
22-year-old slugger came into
Wednesday batting .115 in June
after closing May on a seven-
game hitting streak, a stretch
that coincided with the Nation-
als’ best offensive performances
of the season. But since the calen-
dar flipped to June, Washington
has cooled.

Before Wednesday’s game,

VINCENT CARCHIETTA/IMAGN IMAGES

Jacob Young watches as a fan tries to catch Brandon Nimmo’s home run in the fifth inning Wednesday.

Wood was visibly frustrated as he
took batting practice. After he
swung at and missed a pitch, he
shook his head. After he fouled
off a pair of pitches into the net,
he leaned back and looked to the
sky. Once batting practice con-

cluded, he tossed his bat to the
side.

His numbers for the month
reflect that frustration: 5 for 30
with one RBI, four walks and 10
strikeouts. In eight June games
before Wednesday, Wood chased

more (24.7 percent) than in May
(20.8 percent). He also struggled
to hit fastballs.

From the first game of the year
through the end of May, Wood hit
.347 with a .661 slugging percent-
age against all fastballs — four-

seamers, two-seamers and cut-
ters. Wood was only hitting .083
with a.167 slugging percentage in
June entering Wednesday’s
game.

“I’ve been a little swing happy
in some cases and a little passive
in other cases,” Wood said. “Just
got to try and go up there and
work an at-bat. Just pay attention
to the game and see what’s going
on and have team at-bats.”

In Wood’s first at-bat, he
watched a first-pitch sinker from
Peterson land for a strike over the
heart of the plate. He didn’t see a
better pitch the rest of the at-bat
and eventually struck out when
he chased a slider away. In his
second at-bat in the fourth, he
ripped a sinker through the right
side of the infield right past the
outstretched glove of second
baseman Brett Baty.

“He was a little bit earlier,”
Martinez said. “Stayed on the
fastball and was able to put some
good swings on it.”

That single was the Nationals’
second hit of the night. Their
third was a single in the seventh
by Amed Rosario, who was bat-
ting in front of Wood. Peterson
made an adjustment, throwing
Wood a pair of sliders. Wood’s
single moved Rosario into scor-
ing position, but Peterson shut
down the rally from there.

Wood struck out on three
pitches in the ninth. He took a
sinker for a strike, swung
through a sinker and whiffed at a
four-seam fastball.

“It was a lot of sinkers to most
of our lefties for the most part,”
Wood said. “He just did a good
job of keeping them down. He
was throwing sinkers at the bot-
tom and the sliders off of that. ...

NATIONALS ON DECK

at New York Mets

Thursday 1:10 MASN
vs. Miami Marlins

Friday 6:45 MASN
Saturday 1:05 MASN2
Sunday 1:35 MASN2

vs. Colorado Rockies

Monday 6:45 MASN
Tuesday 6:45 MASN
Wednesday 6:45 MASN
June 19 1:05 MASN

Radio: WIFK (106.7 FM),
WDCN (87.7 FM)

You got to wait him out a little
more, but credit to him.”

Notes: Reliever Derek Law
(right forearm inflammation)
threw a 25-pitch simulated game
before Wednesday’s game and
topped out at 93 mph. Law
should have another simulated
game soon before the team deter-
mines his next steps. Third base-
man Paul DeJong was one of the
hitters who faced Law during the
simulated game. A day earlier, he
took batting practice for the first
time since getting hit in the face
with a pitch. ...

Mason Thompson (Tommy
John surgery) threw a simulated
game Monday in West Palm
Beach, Florida. Martinez said
Thompson will have one more
rehab outing and, if all goes well,
the Nationals could send him on
a minor league rehab assign-
ment.

A *surreal” promotion has Benzan, 27, taking control ol an NBA G

BENZAN FROM D1

have moments on the phone with
my mom where I'm like, ‘Oh, my
gosh, is this real?””

This wasn’t the game plan for
Benzan once her playing days
ended with a three-game stint in
the WNBA in 2022. She knew she
wanted to stay involved in bas-
ketball, and a move to broadcast
journalism seemed to provide a
pathway.

Then she got an opportunity
with the Jazz in 2022 as a basket-
ball operations generalist, which
put her in draft meetings, the
scouting room and discussions
with strategy and analytics
teams. Duties included schedul-
ing flights and logistics, arrang-
ing credentials for scouts and
making sure scouting reports
were accurate. Two years later,
Benzan was promoted to assis-
tant GM of the Stars and coordi-
nator of pro scouting for the Jazz.

Benzan said her younger self
probably wouldn’t believe the
way things have unfolded.

“T’'ve just always been the type
of person to just live in the
present,” she said. “Even just
going back a couple years, it was
more just — finish out the ‘W’ run

as well as possible and we’ll
figure out the next steps after-
ward.”

The Jazz provides various
paths of advancement from the
G League program. Steve
Wojciechowski was recently pro-
moted from head coach of the
Stars to an NBA assistant under
Will Hardy. The previous Stars
coach, Scott Morrison, made the
same jump. Former Stars GM
Marquis Newman was promoted
to Jazz director of pro scouting,
which opened the spot for Ben-
zan.

Jazz General Manager Justin
Zanik said he saw something in
Benzan during her initial days
and took notice of the ways she
approached tasks. He remembers
her constructing a draft project
evaluating 15 prospects with vid-
eo — something he didn’t ask for.
In addition to her responsibilities
with the Stars, she will continue
in her role as manager of pro
scouting for the Jazz.

“The last three years, it’s kind
of been a steady progression of
giving her more and more re-
sponsibility,” Zanik said. “And
she’s handled each step with a
breeze. And while some people
may think this is quick, she is

SALT LAKE CITY STARS

Katie Benzan played three seasons at Harvard before transferring
to Maryland, where she helped the Terps win the 2021 Big Ten title.

absolutely ready for it. It’s a big
job.”

The primary goal for the Stars
is to develop players for the NBA
team. The Jazz has the fifth, 21st,

43rd and 53rd picks in this
month’s draft. If it makes all of
those picks, several of those play-
ers are likely to spend time with
the Stars.

Benzan is charged with form-
ing the roster around them, in-
cluding players signed as free
agents with one-year, minimum-
salary contracts or managing
those on two-way contracts,
which allow them to play for an
NBA team and its G League
affiliate. Benzan already is in-
volved in hiring the Stars’ next
coach and regularly deals with
players and agents.

While team development is
her main goal, Benzan also wants
to focus on winning after the
Stars earned their first playoff
victory last season. She’s still
developing an outline for what
she ultimately wants her rosters
to look like, but she has two
non-negotiables: IQ and tough-
ness. That’s to be expected, con-
sidering the type of player she
was.

“You can go learn the CBA,”
Zanik said. “There’s things that
you can be taught, and then
there’s things that you just have
to kind of have instincts for —
how to deal with people no mat-
ter what their position was. And
she’s a gracious, gracious person
and has a demeanor that works
very well with others, whether
that’s managing up or managing

League team

down or with peers. She’s got
that.”

Benzan played three years at
Harvard. She was named first-
team Ivy League three years in a
row and led the conference in
three-point percentage in
2017-18. She transferred to Mary-
land and helped the Terps win the
Big Ten, advance to the NCAA
tournament’s Sweet 16 and be-
come the highest-scoring team in
the nation. She led the nation in
three-point percentage in
2020-21 and was named an Asso-
ciated Press honorable mention
all-American. She and an Iowa
freshman named Caitlin Clark
dueled with nine three-pointers
apiece in a 111-93 Maryland victo-
ry in 2021

Benzan went undrafted after
graduating but was picked up by
the Mystics and became a fan
favorite in her brief time on the
floor. That was her lone year in
the WNBA, and her future was
uncertain. Then came a move to
Utah that changed the trajectory
of her career.

“I’ve always learned best that
way — just throw me in the deep
end and either swim or sink,” she
said with a laugh. “So far I've
swam.”

Lattimore wants to prove
his value to Commanders

COMMANDERS FROM D1

heal. I was just trying to battle
through that. Now that I've had a
full offseason, I feel explosive.”

Lattimore didn’t suit up for
Washington until Week 15 be-
cause of the injury. He wasn’t
targeted once in coverage in his
debut against his former team,
the Saints.

His subsequent outing, against
the Philadelphia Eagles, didn’t go
as smoothly. Lattimore gave up
five catches and a touchdown in
coverage and was flagged three
times for pass interference before
exiting early because of the ham-
string injury.

Lattimore sat out the final two
games of the regular season and
returned for the playoffs, during
which he allowed 10 catches for
154 yards and a touchdown in
coverage. In his five games with
the Commanders, he was flagged
five times for pass interference,
setting up 20 points for the oppo-
nents.

Lattimore acknowledged he
was pressing to prove himself.

“I just wanted to prove that
they made the right decision,
obviously,” he said. “So I just
wanted to get out there and show
what I could do. I was hurt, but I
don’t want to make excuses. I was
out there. ... If I was good enough
to play, I can be evaluated on that.
It is what it is. I just want to get
out this year and show what I can
do”

After the season, General Man-
ager Adam Peters expressed con-

fidence in Lattimore and reiterat-
ed his injury hindered his adjust-
ment.

Lattimore said it wasn’t until
he allowed his body to rest and
then resumed his training that he
started to feel like himself. He
avoided heavy lifting and kept his
workouts focused on regaining
explosiveness.

“Just getting a full offseason to
get healthy, I feel great,” he said.
“I’ve been working a lot to be in
better shape than I was last year,
obviously dealing with the injury.
... I just want to get out there and
be explosive.”

Brown carted off field

Wide receiver Noah Brown was
carted off the practice field after
going down during one of the
final seven-on-seven reps. Brown
caught a short pass over the
middle from Marcus Mariota and
stayed on the ground for a bit
before slowly standing and limp-
ing off the field.

Brown threw his helmet in
frustration after reaching the
sideline, then stood, hunched
over, with team athletic trainers
by his side. He then got on the
cart and was wheeled to the facili-

The details and the severity of
his injury are not yet known.
Teams do not have to disclose
injury information during the off-
season.

Wideout Michael Gallup is also
injured — he has a strained ham-
string, according to a person with
knowledge of the situation — and

JOHN MCDONNELL/FOR THE WASHINGTON POST

Commanders wide receiver Noah Brown was carted off the field following a seven-on-seven drill during Wednesday’s minicamp practice.

was not on the field Tuesday or
Wednesday.

The upcoming break before
training camp could be enough to
help Gallup get back on the field.
Should Brown be dealing with
anything serious, the Command-
ers could add to their receiving
corps before camp.

Reaves gets another year

While they continue working
on a new deal for wide receiver
Terry McLaurin, the Command-
ers gave safety and special teams

ace Jeremy Reaves a one-year
extension, keeping him under
contract through 2026, according
to a person with knowledge of the
deal.

Reaves, 28, is one of the lon-
gest-tenured and most respected
Commanders players, joining the
franchise’s practice squad after
the Philadelphia Eagles waived
him in 2018. An undrafted free
agent out of South Alabama,
Reaves was cut by Washington
multiple times in his first four
seasons with the club before sign-

ing to the active roster in 2022.

That season, after serving as
Tress Way’s punt protector,
Reaves was voted first-team all-
pro and was selected to the Pro
Bowl as a special teams player,
capping a remarkable rise.

Reaves’s 2023 season was cut
short by a knee injury, but he
returned in 2024 and was voted
one of the team’s postseason cap-
tains.

“This is a true Commander, one
of our heavy hitters and an abso-
lute all-around BMF [bad

motherf---er] in every way,”
Coach Dan Quinn said. “... He
affects all sides of the ball, and
that’s kind of the best part about
our team. It’s not like, ‘Hey, I'm
just over here with the defense or
just on the special teams. We're
one team, and I love that. And
Jeremy represents that about as
strongly as anybody could. Now,
the performance side, man, you
feel him with the speed and the
tackling and the toughness. We
really value what he brings to us,
on and off the field.”
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National League American League
EAST W L PCT GBLIOSTR  CENTRAL W L PCT GBLIOSTR  WEST W L PCT GBL1OSTR | EAST W L PCT GBLIOSTR  CENTRAL W L PCT GBLIOSTR  WEST W L PCT GBL10STR
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Philadelphia 39 29 .574 537 W-1 St Louis 36 32 .529 537 L4  x-SanFrancisco 39 28 .582 17-3W-6 | Toronto 38 30.559 4 82W-3  Minnesota 36 31.537 755 W1 LosAngeles 33 34 493 4 7-3W-3
Washington 30 37 .44813% 37 -4  Milwaukee 36 33.522 5%, 55 L1  SanDiego 38 29 567 255 L1 | TampaBay 36 32 .529 664 L2  Cleveland 35 32.522 846 W-1  Seattle 33 34 493 428 L3
Atlanta 29 38 .43314Y,2-8 W-1  Cincinnati 35 34 .507 6% 6-4 L1  Arizona 34 34 .500 6%, 7-3W-3 | Boston 34 36 .486 964W-2  Kansas City 34 34 500 9% 46 L2  Texas 32 36 471 5%, 46 L1
Miami 25 41 .379 182-8 L1  Pittsburgh 28 41 .40613%, 64 W-1  x-Colorado 12 54 .18227%, 3-7 L-4 | Baltimore 27 39 .409 14 7-3W-1  Chicago 23 45 .33820% 55 L1  Athletics 26 44 .37112Y, 3-7 L3

Mets 5, Nationals 0
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WASHINGTON. 000 000 000 —0 6 0
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LOB: Washington 4, New York 7.

2B: Garcia (15), Alonso (21), Lindor
(12). HR: Soto (13), off Irvin; Nimmo
(11), off Irvin; Nimmo (12), off Rut-
ledge. RBI: Alonso (63), Soto 2 (35),
Nimmo 2 (36). SB: Baty (3).
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Irvin ... .55 4 4 3 41004.21
Brzykcy 000 1 117527
Rutledge.. 2110 031527
NEWYORK IP H RERBBSO NPERA

Peterson ........... 96 0 0 0 61062.49

WP: Peterson (5-2); LP: Irvin (5-3).
HBP: Irvin (Mauricio), Rutledge
(Alonso). T: 2:16. A: 40,681 (42,136).

HOW THEY SCORED

METS FIRST

Francisco Lindor grounds out. Brandon
Nimmo walks. Juan Soto strikes out.
Pete Alonso doubles, Brandon Nimmo
scores. Jeff McNeil flies out.

Mets 1, Nationals 0

METS THIRD

Ronny Mauricio lines out. Francisco Lin-
dor doubles. Brandon Nimmo lines out.
Juan Soto homers, Francisco Lindor
scores. Pete Alonso walks. Jeff McNeil
grounds out.

Mets 3, Nationals 0

METS FIFTH

Brandon Nimmo homers. Juan Soto
strikes out swinging. Pete Alonso lines
out. Jeff McNeil singles. Jared Young
pops out.

Mets 4, Nationals 0

METS SEVENTH

Brandon Nimmo homers. Juan Soto sin-
gles. Pete Alonso hit by pitch, Juan Soto
to second. Jeff McNeil hits into a double
play, Pete Alonso out at second, Juan
Soto to third. Jared Young flies out.
Mets 5, Nationals 0

NATIONALS’ LEADERS
Entering Thursday’s game.

AVG OBP H HRRBI BB SO
Lipscomb...500 .500
Call ..280 .

Chaparro...167 167 1
Adams.......100 100 5

=
-

Finnegan ....

591 64.076 42 49
6.57 24225 18 17
10.0719.235 22 17
1142 82 10 11 10
13.8612.114 19 13
36.00 1.0 5 4 0
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NL leaders

Entering Wednesday’s games.
BATTING

Freeman, LAD 349
Machado, SD 325
Smith, LAD.. 320

Donovan, STL..
Alonso, NYM
Turner, PHI..
Friedl, CIN ...

HOME RUNS

Ohtani, LAD
Schwarber, PHI ..
Carroll, ARI.

Sudrez, ARI. .18
Alonso, NYM .. .17
Crow-Armstrong, .17
RBI

Alonso, NYM.. 62
Suzuki, CHC.... .56
Crow-Armstrong, CHC .55
Flores, SF ... .50
Sudrez, ARI .48
Schwarber, PHI .. 46
ERA

Senga, NYM 1.59
Skenes, PIT. .88
Yamamoto, .20
Ray, SF.... ¥
Webb, SF

STRIKEOUTS

GOre, WAS .essisssrssssssssssnsnans 114

Sale, ATL 107

Skenes, PIT.

AL leaders

Entering Wednesday’s games.

BATTING

Judge, NYY
Wilson, ATH
Ramirez, CLE..

Kirk, TOR ... 323
Pefia, HOU .. 319
Aranda, TB.. 317
O’Hearn, BAL.. 311
HOME RUNS

Raleigh, SEA

Judge, NYY .

Ward, LAA...

Torkelson, DET
Caminero, TB .. .
4 tied 14

RBI

Judge, NYY .
Devers, BOS
Raleigh, SEA
Torkelson, D
Ward, LAA

Pirates 5, Marlins 2
Andrew McCutchen hita
milestone three-run homer
in the fifth inning to help
Pittsburgh beat Miami.
McCutchen’s blast was
his 241stin 12 seasons
with the Pirates, moving
him past Hall of Famer
Roberto Clemente into
third place on the
franchise’s career list.

MARLINS AB R H BIBBSOAVG

Edwards 2b 11.272
Ramirez dh..

4
4

Hernandezr 4 1.417
Lopezss...... 4 2.228
Wagaman 1 3 0.249
Norby 3b.. 4 1.253
Myers cf.. 2 0.302
Sanchez ph-If......2 0.259
Fortesc... 2 0.213
Hicks ph-c 1 0.272
Sanoja lf.. 1 0.248
Stowers ph-cf.....2 2.272
TOTALS 33 8 -
PIRATES Al Bl

Cruz cf.......... 1.229

McCutchen dh..

Reynolds rf.. 1.233
Horwitz1b.. 2.208
Gonzales 2b 0.242
Frazier If.. 1.259
Canario If. 0.213
Davis c. 1.198
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Hayes 3b. 1.232
Kiner-Falefass ... 0.298
TOTALS 28 5 8 -
LY p— 000002000 — 2 7 1

PITTSBURGH. 010 03001X — 5 7 0

E: Fortes (3). LOB: Miami 8, Pittsburgh
5.2B: Hernandez (2), Sanoja (10),
Horwitz (5). HR: Herndndez (1), off
Falter; McCutchen (6), off Quantrill.

MARLINS IP H RERBBSOERA
Quantrill . 6 43 2 6561
Bachar 1112 245
PIRATES IP H RERBBSOERA
Falter.. 5111 333
Ashcraft.. 11120117
Santana.. 0000 2191
Ferguson.. 1000 1307
Bednar .... 0000 2357

WP: Falter (5-3); LP: Quantrill (3-7);

S: Bednar (9). Inherited runners-scored:
Santana 2-0. HBP: Bachar (Kiner-
Falefa). T: 2:24. A: 16,709 (38,753).

Guardians 11, Reds 2

Carlos Santana slugged
his sixth career grand slam
as Cleveland beat Cincin-
nati, snapping the Reds’
five-game winning streak.

Santana’s third-inning
slam came on the 15th
anniversary of his major
league debut. It was his
eighth homer of the season
and made it 5-0.

REDS ABRHBIBBSOAVG
FriedI cf. 3111 1 1.29%
Espinal 3b 4010 0 0.240
DeLaCruzss.. L4121 0 0.261
Encarnacion-Strand1b...300 0 0 2.210
Steer dh.. 4000 0 1.226
Trevinoc. 4000 0 1.29
Joerf.. 4000 0 1.250
McLain 2b 2010 1 0.184
..3000 0 1.167

TOTALS 31252 2 7 -
GUARDIANS  AB R H BIBBSOAVG
Thomas cf ..52330 1.164
11001 1.143

Manzardo ph-dh....3 0 2 2 0 0.210
Ramirez 3b. 41110 0.33
Santanalb. 41140 0.251
i 4000 0 3.239
2000 1 1.208

41100 3.176

42200 2.28

Naylorc.. 0000 0 0.192
Martinez 2b, 43310 1.242
TOTALS 35111311 212 -

CINCINNATI... 000 101 000 — 2 5 0
CLEVELAND... 104 204 00X —1113 1

E: Arias (6). LOB: Cincinnati 5, Cleveland
4.2B: Ramirez (15), Manzardo (7),
Rodriguez (1). HR: De La Cruz (13), off
Allen; Friedl (7), off Allen; Santana (8),
off Lodolo; Thomas (1), off La Sorsa.

REDS IP H RERBBSOERA
[T [0 — 3% 56 6 2 6376
Richardson.......1% 2 1 1 0 3145
LaSorsa.. .1 5440 0180
Barlow .1 0000 2345
Gibaut..... 11000 1491
GUARDIANS IP H RERBBSOERA
Allen... 6 4221 6428
Enright .2 000 1 03.00
Clase 1000 134

WP: Allen (4-4); LP: Lodolo (4-5).
Inherited runners-scored: Richardson
1-1. HBP: Lodolo (Ramirez), Barlow
(Jones), Clase (Encarnacion-Strand).
T:2:28. A: 28,564 (34,788).

Diamondbacks 5,
Mariners 2

Eugenio Suarez hit a
go-ahead grand slam,
Eduardo Rodriguez pitched
into the seventh inning,
and Arizona swept a three-
game series from Seattle.

Arizona trailed 2-0 after
five innings but scored five
runs in the sixth for a sec-
ond straight game to take
control.

MARINERS AB R HBIBBSOAVG

Crawford ss.... 4000 0 0.279
Rodriguez cf 4130 0 0.262
Raleigh dh.. .3010 1 0.265
Arozarena If L4000 0 0.228
Polanco 2b.. L4011 0 0.262
Garver C.. 4010 0 3.200
Solano 1b L4121 0 0.195
Moorerf..... 2000 0 2.238
Canzone ph-rf .1000 1 1.200
Williamson 3b .2000 0 1.255
Mastrobuoniph-3b..100 0 0 0.241
TOTALS 3328227 -
D'BACKS AB R H BIBBSOAVG
Carroll rf. 41100 0.260
Marte 2b. 41200 0.297
Perdomo ss.. 40000 1.264

31201 1302

41340 1233

40000 0.254

31110 1277

10000 1.235

40100 0273
Herrera c. .200 0 0 0.167
TOTALS 33510515 —
SEATTLE 100 010 000 — 2 8 0

000 005 00X — 510 0

LOB: Seattle 6, Arizona 6. 2B: Rodriguez
2 (8), Garver (3), Thomas (9).

HR: Solano (1), off Rodriguez; Sudrez
(19), off Woo; Smith (5), off Woo.

ERA MARINERS ~ IP H RERBBSOERA
Bubic, KC . L Woo....
Eovaldi, TEX 1.56 Brash..
Brown, HOU 1.82 Speier.
Fried, NYY... 1.84 C.Vargas.
deGrom, TEX 212 ,
Skubal, DET ... .216 | D'BACKS
STRIKEOUTS
Crochet, BOS
Skubal, DET ...
Rodon, NYY.. .
/ WP: Rodriguez (2-3); LP: Woo (5-4);
Elraot‘ml‘é ?{f%lé.r S: Miller (7). Inherited runners-scored:
Valdez, HOU C.Vargas 2-0, Morillo 1-0. T: 2:12.

A: 25,969 (48,359).

Web gem

Xx-Late game

T —

MY
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Brewers outfielder Sal Frelick makes a sterling play on Ronald Acufia Jr.’s first-inning drive Wednesday,
but Acufia would have his say with a two-run homer that sparked the Braves to a 6-2 win in Milwaukee.

Phillies 7, Cubs 2

Kyle Schwarber
homered, Alec Bohm hit a
solo shot and had four RBI,
and Jesus Luzardo struck
out 10 in six innings to lead
Philadelphia past Chicago.

The Phillies rebounded
from a 1-5 road trip to take
two of three at home
against the Cubs. An
offense that had been
punchless this month
perked up against Chicago
with five extra-base hits.

R H BIBBSOAVG

1100 2.25

0010 2274
Suzuki dh... 0100 2.266
Swanson ss 01 00 1.240
Kellyc.... 1200 0.25
J.Turner 1b 0100 0.213
Hoerner 2b. 02 10 1.28
Shaw 3b., 00 01 2244
Brujan cf ... 00 00 1.200
TOTALS 328 2111 -
PHILLIES AB R H BIBBSOAVG
T.Turner ss.......... 22 01 0.303
Schwarber dh 21 11 1.246
Bohm 3b..... 12 40 0.28
Castellanos rf 0100 3.287
Kepler If 11111210
Realmuto ¢ 0110 1.234
Stott 2b . 0100 1.23
Kemp 1b. 1100 1.222
Rojas cf... 00 00 1.230
TOTALS 33710 739 —

... 000100010 — 2 8 0
e 30120010X — 710 1

E: Rojas (2). LOB: Chicago 7, Philadel-
phia 5. 2B: Kelly (4), Hoerner (16), Happ
(14), Kepler (13), T.Turner (14).

3B: Castellanos (1). HR: Schwarber
(21), off Brown; Bohm (6), off Cabrera.

CUBs IP H RERBBSOERA
Brown. . 8 6 6 3 5571
Cabrera 11110 3338
Pomeran .1100 0 10.00
PHILLIES IP H RERBBSOERA
Luzard .6 511010423
Lazar... .2 3110 1450
Mercado . 10001 0000

WP: Luzardo (6-2); LP: Brown (3-5).
Inherited runners-scored: Cabrera 1-0.
T: 2:33. A: 42,660 (42,901).

Angels 6, Athletics 5
Jo Adell homered in a
six-run sixth inning as
Los Angeles overcame two
home runs by Brent Rook-
er to secure a three-game
sweep of the Athletics.
Adell’s 13th home run,
his sixth in nine games,
capped an Angels rally in
which Athletics starter
JP Sears was ejected.

ATHLETICS AB R H BIBBSOAVG

500 00 3.25%

Rooker dh 5 34 30 0.276
Soderstrom1b...4 0 1 0 1 1.260
300 00 0.18

.0 00 01 0.000

402 10 1.206

401 00 0.201

Urias 2b. 411 00 0241
Maclver c... 401 00 2.214
Schuemannss...2 1 0 1 1 0.236
TOTALS 35510 537 —
ANGELS AB R H BIBBSOAVG
1100 1.281

0100 2.284

12 010.22

1010 2.204

Soler rf... 1120 224
d’Arnaud c. 00 112229
Adell cf ... 11202223
Rengifo 2b........4 0 1 0 0 1.208
Newman 3b ........ 31200 0.197
TOTALS 3169 6 212 -

ATHLETICS .... 101 100 200 — 510 0
| 9 — 000 006 00X — 6 9 1

E: Ward (3). LOB: Athletics 7, Los Ange-
les 5. 2B: Rooker (15), Maclver (2),
Urias (6), Bleday (10). HR: Rooker (14),
off Hendricks; Rooker (15), off Zefer-
jahn; Adell (13), off Bido.

ATHLETICS IP H RERBBSOERA
220 9508

4
1
4
H
7
2
0
1

Brogdon.. .
Detmers . 10

WP: Hendricks (4-6); LP: Holman (4-2);
S: Detmers (2). Inherited runners-
scored: Holman 2-2, Bido 2-2, Burke 1-0.
HBP: Holman (Ward). T: 2:43.
A:21,741.

Blue Jays 5,
Cardinals 2

Ernie Clement homered
and Spencer Turnbull
worked two scoreless
innings for the win in his
Toronto debut as the Blue
Jays turned back St. Louis
for athree-game sweep.

Clement finished with
three hits but did not take
the field in the ninth inning
after suffering an apparent
leg injury.
BLUEJAYS  AB
Bichettess.....
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Springer rf..
Clement 3b..
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Herreradh..
Contreras1b ..
Burlesonrf.
Arenado 3b..
Gorman 2b...
Pozoc.
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002 210 000 — 510 1
110 000 000 — 2 7 1

E: Lauer (1), Gorman (2). LOB: Toronto 7,
St. Louis 8. 2B: Clement (14), Contreras
(15). HR: Clement (4), off Liberatore;
Pozo (2), off Lauer.

BLUE JAYS IP H RERBBSOERA
Lauer.. . 4221 4237
Fisher.. L% 0000 1314
Turnbull . .22 00 0 2000
Little.. 1001 3203
Rodrigue: .1 000 0 1297
CARDINALS IP H RERBBSOERA
Liberatore.. .5 8531 4393
O’Brien.... .22 00 1 1432
Roycroft. .2 0001 1692

WP: Turnbull (1-0); LP: Liberatore (3-6);
S: Rodriguez (1). Inherited runners-
scored: Fisher 1-0. T: 2:48. A: 28,530.

Dodgers 5, Padres 2

Teoscar Hernandez
broke a sixth-inning tie with
athree-run homer and
Michael Conforto also went
deep as Los Angeles took
two of three in a battle of
division rivals.

DODGERS AB
Ohtanidh...
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TOTALS 8 -
PADRES AB

i 3 0 0.259

3 0 0.278

4 0 1.320

A 0 1.303

.3 1 0.251

4 0 1.240

Cronenworth 2b......4 0 1.237

Iglesias ss .. 1 0 1.246

Wade ph-ss 1 0 1.230

1 1 0.187

1 0 1.216

TOTALS 292 42 7 -

| — 000 013 001 — 510 1

SANDIEGO..... 010 001 000 — 2 4 0

E: Kim (3). LOB: Los Angeles 9, San Diego
7.3B: Ohtani (5). HR: Conforto (4), off
Vasquez; T.Herndndez (11), off Estrada.
DODGERS IP H RERBBSOERA

31122286
0000 1146
11010278
0000 0398
000 3 00.00
0000 0373
0000 1398
0000 3279
PADRES H RERBBSOERA
Vésquez 2111 4357
Morejon .. 1110129
Estrada.. 22210261
Matsui 1000 2325
Adam . 2000 115
Peralta A2 111 0420
Morgan .. W% 000 0 0352

WP: Trivino (1-0); LP: Morejon (3-3);

S: Vesia (3). Inherited runners-scored:
Yates 1-0, Banda 3-0, Estrada 1-1,
Morgan 2-0. HBP: Vésquez (Kim). T: 2:49.
A: 45,481 (40,222).

Orioles 10, Tigers 1
TIGERS AB R H BIBBSOAVG
Meadows ¢ 400 00 3.161
Torres 2b ... 401 00 0.272
Carpenter dh.....4 0 0 0 0 1.268
Greene If.... 401 00 0.279
Torkelson1b.....4 1 1 0 0 2.237
Pérez f.. 401 00 1317
Keith 3b. 301 10 0.241
200 00 0.132
.1 00 00 0.284
McKinstryss....1 0 0 0 1 0.275
Jones ph.... 100 00 1.429
Sweeney ss .0 00 00 0.220
TOTALS 3215118 -
ORIOLES AB R H BIBBSOAVG
Holliday 2b..... 512 00 2270
Rutschmanc¢.....4 2 2 0 1 0.229
Hendersonss....3 1 2 1 2 1.275
0’Hearn 1b........5 1 1 2 0 0.308
Westburg dh......4 1 2 3 1 2.232
Cowser If ... 501 00 3.1%
Laureano rf, 412 00 1.274
Mullins ¢ 422 10 1.233
Urfas 3b. 412 20 0.278
TOTALS 381016 9 410 -—

DETROIT ........ 000000100 — 1 5 1
BALTIMORE... 002 000 17X —1016 0

E: Pérez (1). LOB: Detroit 5, Baltimore
8. 2B: Keith (11), Westburg (3), Mullins
2(11), Rutschman (9). HR: Urias (3), off
Mize; Westburg (6), off Brieske.

RBI: Keith (19), Urias 2 (21), Henderson
(19), Mullins (32), 0'Hearn 2 (26),
Westburg 3 (10). SB: Henderson (8),
Urias (1), Holliday (7).

TIGERS IP H RERBBSOERA
Mize... 8222729
Holton 3110 1435
Hanifee.. 2220 2331
Brieske .. 3552 0655
ORIOLES H RERBBSOERA
i 5111 5408
0000 1289

0000 1270

0000 1380

WP: Eflin (6-2); LP: Mize (6-2).
Inherited runners-scored: Holton 1-0,
Brieske 1-1, Akin 2-0. WP: Brieske.
T: 2:25. A: 18,630 (45,971).

ORIOLES' BATTING LEADERS

Entering Thursday’s game.

AVG OBA H HRRBIBB SO
3

0’Hearn .........308 .390 61 9 26 24 40
Urfas .. .278 33542 3 21 16 32
Henderson .....275 .337 64 8 19 21 67
Laureano.......274 328317 15 9 35
Holliday .........270 .321 61 8 27 13 58

Mountcastle..246 .280 46 2 15 8 46
Mullins............ 233.3214410 32 2354

Red Sox 4, Rays 3

Rookie Marcelo Mayer
hit two of Boston'’s four
solo home runs as the Red
Sox outlasted Tampa Bay.

Abraham Toro added a
go-ahead homer in the fifth
inning and Jarren Duran
had one back in the first to
help Boston secure its
second series win against
the Rays this season.

RAYS AB R H BIBBSOAVG
J.Lowe rf.... 500 10 2.23%
B.Lowe 2b.. 412 00 0.246
Diazdh... 412 20 0.25
Aranda1b.. 200 00 1314
Caminero3b.....3 0 0 0 1 1.249
Mangum If. 412 00 0.304
Thaiss .. 401 00 3.235
Misner cf 200 01 2218
Morel ph 100 00 0.211
Walls ss.. 401 00 1.211
TOTALS 3338 3210 —
RED SOX AB R H BIBBSOAVG
Duran If.. 411102271
300 00 1.276

412 10 1.330

401 00 0.279

weeed 00 0 0 1.083

Story ss. 400 00 0.230
Mayer 3b 422 20 225
Campbell 2 30100 1.230
Hamilton 2 000 00 0.19
Rafaela cf .. 302 00 0.254
TOTALS 3349 408 -

TAMPA BAY .. 010 020 000 —
BOSTON......... 110 110 00X —

LOB: Tampa Bay 7, Boston 6.

2B: B.Lowe (9), Rafaela (11), Campbell
(10), Narvéez (14). HR: Diaz (10), off
Buehler; Duran (5), off Littell; Mayer 2
(3), off Littell; Toro (5), off Littell.

Bw

RAYS IP H RERBBSOERA
Littell......... 8 4 40 6384
Montgomery .. 0000 1556
Orze .11000 1137
RED SOX IP H RERBBSOERA
Buehler.. .7 6 3317501
Wilson... %100 0 0242
Weissert .% 100 1 1261
Chapman... L1 0000 2159

WP: Buehler (5-4); LP: Littell (6-6);
S: Chapman (12). Inherited runners-
scored: Weissert 2-0. HBP: Buehler
(Aranda), Littell (Devers), Wilson
(Aranda). T: 2:21. A: 36,003
(37,755).

Braves 6, Brewers 2

Spencer Schwellenbach
pitched the first complete
game of his career,
Michael Harris Il and
Ronald Acufa Jr. each hita
two-run homer, and Atlan-
ta beat Milwaukee to take
two of three and win its
first series since mid-May
at Boston.

Schwellenbach allowed
five hits, struck out nine
and walked none. He has
worked at least six innings
in seven consecutive
starts.

BRAVES R H BIBBSOAVG
Acufiarf.... 1320 0353
Baldwin c.. 0110 3.29%
1101 1.280
0101123
1101125
0110 223
1120 223
0000 2235
21 010.234
610 6 412 —
BREWERS R H BIBBSOAVG
Turang 2b . 0100 1.261
Chourio cf . 0100 0.257
Contreras dh. 00 00 3.242
Bauers If 00 00 0.229
Hoskins 1110 1.25
Frelick rf 1100 0.284
Durbin 3b.. 00 00 1.204
Ortiz ss. 0000 1.8
Haasec. .3 0110 2.239
TOTALS 3825209 -

ATLANTA....... 030 200 100 — 610 0
MILWAUKEE . 010 000 010 — 2 5 1

E: Patrick (1). LOB: Atlanta 8, Milwau-

kee 2. 2B: Haase (2). 3B: Chourio (2).

HR: Harris (5), off Patrick; Acufia (6),

gff Eatrick; Hoskins (10), off Schwellen-
ach.

BRAVES IP H RERBBSOERA

Schwellenbach....9 5 2 2 0 9311
BREWERS IP H RERBBSOERA
Patrick.. .57 55 3 8325
Mears 10000 1233
McGee .. 331113225

WP: Schwellenbach (5-4); LP: Patrick
(3-6). T: 2:10. A: 30,809 (41,700).

Eflin changes it up
and offense awakens

ORIOLES 10, TIGERS 1

BY SAM JANE

BALTIMORE — Three weeks ago, Zach Eflin was
dominated by the Washington Nationals. He threw
his changeup, one of his best pitches, just 7.5 percent
of the time as he allowed eight runs.

Since then, the Baltimore Orioles right-hander has
relied heavily on his changeup, throwing the pitch
more than 20 percent of the time in each of his past
four starts. And Wednesday night against the Detroit
Tigers, he relied on it even more to lead the Orioles to
a10-1victory at Camden Yards.

Meanwhile, the Orioles exploded for a season-high
16 hits and scored their most runs since Opening Day.
The last time Baltimore won by five or more runs was

April 16.

But Eflin’s showing against the American League’s
top team was especially impressive considering the
Orioles’ desperation for a strong start. He used his
changeup 31 percent of the time. When the Tigers
managed to connect with the pitch, their average exit

velocity was just 86.8 mph.

It’s not as if Eflin’s changeup is more devastating
this season; he has gained just one inch of horizontal
break and two inches of vertical break compared with
last year. And against the Tigers, his spin rate was
actually lower than his season average. But the Tigers
managed just five hits against him.

The Orioles needed a strong showing. With reign-
ing AL Cy Young Award winner Tarik Skubal slated to
start Thursday’s series finale, Baltimore couldn’t
afford to lose another game — and its seven-run
outburst in the eighth inning ensured that wouldn’t

happen.

Twins 6, Rangers 2
Byron Buxton launched
a 479-foot home run, the
second-longest in the ma-
jors this season, to power
Minnesota past Texas.
Buxton’s three-run shot
to center field off Jack
Leiter was the longest of
his 144 career homers,
and it gave the Twins a 3-2
lead in the third inning.

RANGERS AB R H BIBBSOAVG

Smith1b... 402 10 0.276
Langford If L4 00 00 3.226
Seager ss.. .3 00 01 0.243
Semien 2b. L4111 10 0219
Burger dh.. L4 00 00 2217
.3 02 01 0.278

400 00 2.255

.4 00 00 0.216

.312 00 0.235
TOTALS 3327227 -
TWINS AB R H BIBBSOAVG
13310279

0000 0.25

Jeffers ph-dh 00 00 0.25
1000 1.236

00 00 0.25

1100 1.277

Castro If-r 12211275
Correass... 02 10 1.25
Clemens 2b 0001 0.236
Lee3b... 12 00 1.25
Vazquezc.. 310 01 0.204
TOTALS 32 610 6 4 5 —
0L J— 011000000 — 2 7 0

MINNESOTA.. 003 030 00X — 610 0

LOB: Texas 6, Minnesota 6. 2B: Heim
(4), Smith (9), Carter (2), Lee (6),
Buxton (8), Correa (13). 3B: Castro (1).
HR: Semien (7), off Festa; Buxton (11),
off Leiter.

RANGERS IP H RERBBSOERA
Leiter. 4 4 4 3388

oN
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0

WP: Festa (1-1); LP: Leiter (4-3).
Inherited runners-scored: Latz 1-1.
T: 2:33. A: 18,904 (38,544).

— Baltimore Sun

Padres 11, Dodgers 1
Late Tuesday

Manny Machado had
three hits and drove in five
runs as San Diego capital-
ized on Los Angeles’ lack
of major league pitchers

for a double-digit victory.
Dylan Cease struck out
11 and yielded just three
hits over seven scoreless
innings.
DODGERS H BIBBSOAVG
Ohtani dh............ 100 1.292
E.Herndndezp.. 0 00 2.22
001 0.270
0 0 1 0.403
1 01 0.349
100 2.262
100 0.215
0012232
0 00 1.28
1112173
Edman 2b.. 101 0.250
Rushing c... 001 2.1%
TOTALS 61712 —
PADRES AB R HBIBBSOAVG
|1 F—— 22101 1.262
Lockridge ph-rf.....2 0 0 0 0 0.213
Arraez 1b...... .5431 0 0.281
Machado 3b.. .5135 0 0.325
Merrill cf... 41211 0.304
Sheets dh .. .3010 1 1.250
Campusano ph-dh...1 0 0 0 0 0.000
Bogaerts ss....... L5132 0 1.240
Cronenworth2b....4 0 1 0 1 2.237
adeIf......... L4000 0 0.233
Maldonado c.. 42211 118
TOTALS 39111610 5 6 —
| L — 000000010 — 1 6 1

SAN DIEGO.... 003 114 20X — 1116 0

E: E.Herndndez (3). LOB: Los Angeles
11, San Diego 11. 2B: Sheets (8), Arraez
2 (15). 3B: Merrill (2). HR: Maldonado
(3), off Sauer.

DODGERS IP H RERBBSOERA
Trivino.. 000 0159
Sauer ... 9 9 3 65.68
E.Herndndez....2% 3 2 1 2 03.86
PADRES IP H RERBBSOERA
Cease.... 0 0 511428
Morgan. 112 1368

WP: Cease (2-5); LP: Sauer (1-1).
Inherited runners-scored: E.Herndndez
1-0. HBP: Trivino (Tatis), Sauer (Wade).
WP: Sauer, E.Herndndez. T: 2:49.

A: 45,084 (40,222).

PERSONNEL DEPT.

Diamondbacks: Closer
Justin Martinez landed
on the 15-day injured list
with a sprained ulnar
collateral ligament in his
right elbow.

Giants: Placed C Patrick
Bailey on the 10-day IL
with a strained neck and
selected the contract of
C Logan Porter from
Class AAA Sacramento.

Royals: Placed all-star
LHP Cole Ragans back on
the IL after one dismal
start against the
Cardinals, this time with
a left rotator cuff strain,
and activated reliever
Lucas Erceg from the IL.

Rangers: Signed reliever
Craig Kimbrel, who was
waived by the Braves last
week, to a minor league
contract.

Tigers: RHP Jackson
Jobe, the club’s first-
round draft pick in 2021,
will have season-ending
Tommy John surgery.

Twins: Reinforced their
injury-decimated pitching
staff by claiming LHP
Joey Wentz (4.15 ERAin
26 innings) off waivers
from the Pirates.

Yankees: DH Giancarlo
Stanton (epicondylitis in
both elbows) went 2 for 3
as the slugger began a
rehab assignment at
Class AA Somerset on
Tuesday.

BY THE NUMBERS

10.94

Career number of at-bats
per home run in June for
Phillies slugger Kyle
Schwarber, which ranks
third in MLB history for
players with at least

600 at-bats behind

Babe Ruth (10.64) and

Mark McGwire (10.80).
NL games
NATIONALS AT METS, 1:10

W-L ERA TEAM
Soroka (R) 3-3 486 34
Senga (R) 6-3 159 84
GIANTS AT ROCKIES, 3:10
Birdsong (R) 3-1 255 31
Senzatela (R) 1-10 6.68 2-10
CARDINALS AT BREWERS, 7:40
Gray (R) 7-1 334 112
Misiorowski (R) 0-0 0.00 0-0
PIRATES AT CUBS, 8:05
Heaney (L) 3-4 324 5-8
Taillon (R) 6-3 354 7-6
NL scores
TUESDAY'S RESULTS

at N.Y. Mets 5, Washington 4 (10)
Miami 3, at Pittsburgh 2

Chicago Cubs 8, at Philadelphia 4
at Milwaukee 4, Atlanta 1

San Francisco 6, at Colorado 5

San Diego 11, at L.A. Dodgers 1

WEDNESDAY’S RESULTS

at N.Y. Mets 5, Washington 0

at Pittsburgh 5, Miami 2

at Philadelphia 7, Chicago Cubs 2
Atlanta 6, at Milwaukee 2

L.A. Dodgers 5, at San Diego 2
San Francisco at Colorado, late

AL games
TIGERS AT ORIOLES, 6:35

W-L ERA TEAM
Skubal (L) 6-2 216 94
Kremer (R) 5-6 498 58
RANGERS AT TWINS, 1:10
Corbin (L) 35 352 47
Ober (R) 42 378 85
YANKEES AT ROYALS, 7:40
Warren (R) 4-3 534 7-6
Lugo (R) 3-5 346 56
WHITE SOX AT ASTROS, 8:10
Martin (R) 26 362 39
Valdez (L) 6-4 307 85
AL scores
TUESDAY'S RESULTS
Detroit 5, at Baltimore 3

at Boston 3, Tampa Bay 1

Texas 16, at Minnesota 4

N.Y. Yankees 10, at Kansas City 2
Chicago White Sox 4, at Houston 2
at L.A. Angels 2, Athletics 1 (10)

WEDNESDAY'S RESULTS

at Baltimore 10, Detroit 1

at L.A. Angels 6, Athletics 5

at Boston 4, Tampa Bay 3

at Minnesota 6, Texas 2

N.Y. Yankees 6, at Kansas City 3

at Houston 10, Chicago White Sox 2

Interleague scores

TUESDAY'S RESULTS
Cincinnati 1, at Cleveland 0
Toronto 10, at St. Louis 9
at Arizona 10, Seattle 3

WEDNESDAY'S RESULTS
at Cleveland 11, Cincinnati 2

Toronto 5, at St. Louis 2
at Arizona 5, Seattle 2
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One year from World Cup, preparations for soccer’s showcase are underway

At record size and scale,
2026 tournament will be
staged primarily in U.S.

BY STEVEN GOFF

On June 11, 2026, a World Cup
hosted by a record number of
countries will Kkick off with the
first of an unprecedented number
of games involving an unequaled
total of teams over a historic vol-
ume of days.

With 11 of 16 venues and most of
the 104 matches, the United States
is the primary presenter of the
quadrennial men’s soccer specta-
cle, which returns to North Ameri-
ca for the first time since 1994.
Mexico and Canada will play
smaller roles, with Mexico City’s

Estadio Banorte (previously
known as Estadio Azteca) staging
the opener.

As the tournament draws clos-
er, several issues and most of the
participating teams remain unre-
solved. Now less than a year out,
here is alook at preparations.

The government

To shore up White House sup-
port, FIFA President Gianni In-
fantino has met with President
Donald Trump and administra-
tion officials several times. Trump
haseven displayed areplica World
Cup trophy in the Oval Office.

Infantino seems to have
worked himself into Trump’s or-
bit, joining the U.S. delegation last
month for meetings with Saudi
Crown Prince Mohammed bin
Salman and Qatari Emir Tamim
bin Hamad Al Thani.

Andrew Giuliani, son of former
New York mayor Rudy Giuliani, is
the point man for the White

House’s World Cup task force.

U.S. host cities are seeking
$625 million in federal funding
for security around a tournament
that will span 39 days — three
weeks longer than an Olympics —
and involve months of prepara-
tions. But there are growing con-
cerns about immigration issues
and government cutbacks affect-
ing fans seeking to enter the Unit-
ed States and move between the
three host countries.

Despite increased scrutiny of
visitors, fans “will be welcome
here,” Infantino told The Wash-
ington Post. “America welcomes
the world. That’s how it has been,
is and will be.”

Trump’s travel ban on citizens
of 12 countries, however, would
prevent fans from nations that
have qualified, such as Iran.
(There is an exemption for players
and coaches.)

The tickets

Unless you're giddy about pur-
chasing a hospitality package
ranging from $3,500 to $73,000
for multiple matches, you will not
have access to tickets until this
fall.

FIFA has yet to announce the
process and pricing. The first step
is registering on the organiza-
tion’s website, the only official ac-
cess point for tickets.

Aside from higher costs for the
opener and knockout stages, the
Athletic reported FIFA is consid-
ering dynamic pricing, in which
costs fluctuate based on demand
and availability. Noting stadium
capacities and the number of
matches, FIFA is aiming to fill
more than 6 million seats. The
record is close to 3.6 million for
the 1994 World Cup in the United
States, which averaged about
69,000 fans for 52 games — half of
the 2026 schedule.

FADEL SENNA/AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE/GETTY IMAGES
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The 2026 World Cup will have 48 teams, an expansion from 32 that
allowed countries such as Uzbekistan to qualify for the first time.

The schedule

The framework is set, with 78
matches in the United States and
13 apiece in Mexico and Canada.
What remains are the date and
venue designations of specific
group-stage matches and the
pathways to the final. That will
occur at the draw in December,
probably in Las Vegas. Six playoff
winners, though, will not be deter-
mined until March.

Teams representing the host
nations know their group stage
dates and venues; they await only
their opponents. The United
States will play twice at SoFi Stadi-
um in greater Los Angeles and
once in Seattle. Mexico will sand-
wich games in the capital around
atrip to Guadalajara. Canada will
start in Toronto and finish with
two in Vancouver.

Because they are seeded, the
hosts will not be grouped with a
world power, such as Argentina,
Brazil or France. (The top nine

qualifiers also will be seeded.)

AT&T Stadium near Dallas was
awarded the most matches (nine),
followed by SoFi Stadium;
MetLife Stadium in East Ruther-
ford, New Jersey; and Atlanta’s
Mercedes-Benz Stadium with
eight apiece. The Texas and Atlan-
ta venues will host semifinals, and
MetLife Stadium will stage the
July 19 final.

The stadiums

NFL stadiums are serving as
U.S. World Cup venues, which is
challenging for two reasons: Foot-
ball fields are about 20 yards nar-
rower than soccer fields, and eight
of the 11 venues have artificial turf,
which is not allowed in the tour-
nament. Grass will need to be
installed.

SoFi Stadium passed a test this
spring with a temporary grass
field for the Concacaf Nations
League finals and a U.S. women’s
national team friendly. All three

Mexican venues and Toronto’s sta-
dium have grass; Vancouver will
need a new field.

Most U.S. stadiums will under-
go millions of dollars in upgrades
and alterations, such as removing
seats to accommodate not just the
larger playing area but auxiliary
zones for signage and security.

A reminder: Washington is one
of the few capital regions in the
World Cup’s 96-year history
passed over as a host city. North-
west Stadium, the home of the
Washington Commanders, did
not meet FIFA standards, and D.C.
United’s Audi Field is too small.
FIFA rejected a joint
Washington-Baltimore bid.

The teams

The qualifying process to deter-
mine the 45 teams that will join
the hosts began in September
2023 and remains competitive on
several continents.

With the field expanded from
32 to 48, the door has swung wide
open to teams that typically would
struggle to qualify. Uzbekistan
and Jordan are in for the first
time. Cape Verdeis close to punch-
ing its maiden ticket.

A late starter, Europe is in a
sprint to  determine its
tournament-high 16 bids. Most
will be decided by November.
Reigning champion Argentina
was the first to secure passage out
of the South American confedera-
tion. Ecuador and Brazil followed
this week. Uruguay, Colombia and
Paraguay are in prime position for
the remaining automatic slots.

Japan and Iran were the first
Asian teams to advance, followed
by South Korea, Uzbekistan and
Jordan last week and Australia on
Tuesday. Two additional automat-
icberths are available.

Concacaf, which encompasses
North and Central America and

the Caribbean, will pick up speed
in the fall with Panama, Costa
Rica and Jamaica favored to claim
the automatic berths. Headlined
by Egypt and 2022 semifinalist
Morocco, Africa will begin award-
ing bids in September. New Zea-
land breezed through the weak
Oceania region.

Four European berths and two
inter-confederation slots will be
settled through playoffs.

The U.S. men’s national team

If their performance at the past
two competitions is any indica-
tion, the Americans will not last
long at the World Cup.

After crashing out of the 2024
Copa América in the group stage,
the program seemed to find direc-
tion when renowned Argentine
coach Mauricio Pochettino was
appointed in September.

But the United States finished
last among four teams at the Con-
cacaf Nations League finals in
March and, for an array of rea-
sons, many regulars will miss the
Concacaf Gold Cup — the last
opportunity before the World Cup
for Pochettino to gather his top
players for a tournament. The
16-team competition begins this
weekend with the Americans on a
four-game losing streak.

Eight friendlies with the full
squad will fill the available dates
in the fall and spring before
Pochettino selects his World Cup
roster.

Compounding Pochettino’s
challenge is a generation of play-
ers entering their prime, led by
Christian Pulisic, who have not
met national team expectations
since the 2022 World Cup.

The Americans aren’t building
momentum on the field or creat-
ing buzz off it. This month’s mile-
post offers a reminder that they
have a year to get it right.

At the U.S. Open, the biggest draw on the course takes aim at mighty Oakmont

DECHAMBEAU FROM D1

strangers and working on his
short game under floodlights. He
golfs with President Donald
Trump and recently chipped balls
at the White House. He put his
name on a lawsuit against the
PGA Tour after jumping to Saudi-
backed LIV Golf, and yet three
years later he’s usually the biggest
draw on the course. His galleries
are often packed several people
deep, as though a pop star has
arrived at the green.

“It’s amazing to watch the
number of people and the way
he’s reacting to the fans these
days,” said Kevin Kisner, a fellow
pro and a part-time analyst for
NBC Sports. “And I think the
transformation is amazing. I
commend him for realizing that
he needed to probably change
that. And a lot of guys don’t take
the time or the effort to do it.”

Watch one of his rounds up
close and you’ll see a man enthu-
siastic about everything, a dog
surrounded by squirrels. He ap-
pears genuinely curious about his
playing partners, eager to discuss
business, golf equipment, favor-
ite courses, funny YouTube vid-
€os.

He introduces himself to tour-
nament volunteers, course work-
ers and caddies. He shakes hands
and bumps fists. He compliments
swings, celebrates made putts
and offers occasional tips. He
doesn’t change off-camera — or
perhaps is so accustomed to the
spotlight that he acts as though
the camera is always on. “Hi.
What’s your name? Beautiful
name,” he told ayoung girl during
arecent round.

He is a spring-loaded cannon
in the tee box and a soft-handed
artist on the green. During a
practice round, he likes to dig
deep into the toolbox: buried lies,
flop shots, U-turn putts to imagi-
nary hole locations.

He’s prone to checking his
phone and doesn’t shy away from
banter. On the 15th fairway at
Robert Trent Jones Golf Club in
Gainesville during a pro-am last
week, a playing partner casually
asked about DeChambeau’s most
recent visit with Trump. “He’s a
good guy. Super generous, super
hospitable. He’s like your grand-
pa,” DeChambeau responded,
“who’s a bit of a narcissist.”

Golf’s leading man also has the
capacity to drive the ball 400
yards, a side gig as a YouTube
creator with 2 million subscribers
and an endless fixation with self-
improvement.

“I can’t tell you how many
times I've heard him say: ‘Mike,
Mike, I figured it out. I found the
answer. This is it, this is it, this is
it!” Schy said. “Of course, a week
or two later, he’d tell you, ‘No, no,
that wasn’t it after all.

“I asked him one time — he was
probably 17 and was really into
the one-plane motion and was
really hitting it very, very well. I
asked him, ‘So what are you going
to do if you come to a place where
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Bryson DeChambeau is “the game’s ultimate marketer right now,” NBC analyst Dan Hicks said.

you go, That’s it; I've finally
figured it all out?’ And, you know,
he didn’t really have an answer to
that.”

Always experimenting

At the Masters this year,
DeChambeau hit 925 balls on the
practice range over six days, far
more than anyone else. These
marathon range sessions have
become a key part of his legend,
but they’re certainly not new.
Asked recently about the origins
of his work ethic, DeChambeau
recalled something he read in a
Ben Hogan book when he was
around 13, a new golfer with more
ambition than talent: “A day that
you aren’t practicing is another
day that somebody else is getting
better than you.”

“I quickly started to realize I
have to work harder and harder
and harder, and it got to this place
where it was eight hours a day of
practice on Saturdays, hitting golf
balls,” he said. “There were Satur-
days where I'd count golf ball
buckets and see if I could hit over
1,000 balls in a day”

He often would. He would
empty the last bucket and look
down at his hands, seeing torn
skin and dried blood.

“It just became a bit of an
obsession of ‘How do I get better
than others?’” he said. “... I defi-
nitely lost a lot of my childhood
practicing golf, but I wouldn’t
change it for the world.”

The preoccupation was mixed
with a yearning to please and a
drive to experiment. Schy and
DeChambeau worked on a single-
plane swing — where the club
head stays on a fluid path from

backswing to impact. They adopt-
ed irons with single-length shafts
and paired them with large grips.
Later Schy introduced DeCham-
beau to his beloved Krank driver.

“He seeks validation,” Schy
said. “He wants to win and to be
the best. But it has to be different.
He has to able to say: Nobody’s
doing this. I'm the only one.
That’s always, always been his
quest.”

DeChambeau often referred to
Schy as a second father, but the
two had a falling-out shortly after
the golfer won the U.S. Open last
June at Pinehurst. Schy felt he
wasn’t properly recognized and
went public saying DeChambeau
wasn’t holding up his end of a
deal to fund a junior tour in
California named after DeCham-
beau’s late father, Jon. DeCham-
beau’s camp denied this, and his
agent said Schy tried to extort
$2 million from the golfer after
the U.S. Open, a charge Schy
denies.

“It’s an unfortunate situation,”
DeChambeau said last year. “I've
loved that man for all of my life.”

Schy said he’s still rooting for
DeChambeau and hopes the two
can reconcile.

“I’'ve learned over the years
that this is all a never-ending
journey,” Schy said, “and the goal
is to hopefully try to keep improv-
ing — not only as a golfer but my
hope would be that he’d improve
as a person.”

Said DeChambeau: “Mike has
been an inspiration and incredi-
ble for me growing up as a kid to
just practice and do what I need-
ed to do to get better. He may not
have had all the answers, but he

led me toward the right answers,
and I learned that work ethic was
the most important thing.”

A quest for perfection

A decade ago, DeChambeau
had just won an NCAA champion-
ship and was on the verge of
winning the U.S. Amateur. He was
21 and about to become just the
fifth player to win both titles in
the same year, a list that includes
Nicklaus, Phil Mickelson and
Woods. A reporter asked, “What
do you view as your role in golf
moving forward?”

Even then, audacity was
among the biggest tools in
DeChambeau’s bag. He respond-
ed, “I hope that I can honestly
revolutionize the game of golfin a
unique way — in a way that tells
everybody, ‘Do it your own way."”

In retrospect, he was signaling
to the golf world just what kind of
disrupter he would become. He
breaks down courses, equipment
and his own mechanics unlike
anyone else, constantly searching
for an edge. He once explained
that when he was younger, he
practiced writing cursive back-
ward and left-handed — “to help
my fine motor skills with my
hands, create more sensitivity
and increase my brainpower.”

Said Parra, the SMU coach: “He
strives for greatness in a way that
he believes is not the norm. Bry-
son’s looking for his own perfec-
tion.”

The boldness, the idiosyncra-
sies, the detailed analysis — it all
rubbed many people the wrong
way. DeChambeau heard the crit-
ics, and he couldn’t always tune
them out.

“As time has gone on, you real-
ize that we’re all human and it’s
okay if somebody has a perspec-
tive,” he said. “And you just try to
show them through your actions,
not what you say, but through
your actions of what you'’re doing
for this great game of golf. That’s
all I focus on now.”

DeChambeau has changed
equipment, and he has changed
tours. He has changed the people
around him, and he has changed
his body, bulking up to an almost
comical degree, then slimming
back down. Meanwhile, the sport
around him shifted in a way that
accelerated his rise.

Especially among young peo-
ple, DeChambeau might be the
most recognizable and influential
person in the sport. Far more fans
watch him swing a golf club in his
lighthearted YouTube videos than
during his live competitions on
LIV Golf.

“I’'ve always seen this side of
him,” Mickelson said, “this play-
ful fun side, intelligent side, inter-
esting side of him. ... Now every-
body gets to see it because he’s
able to showcase that and not
have who he is be filtered by a
middleperson.”

While his YouTube channel of-
fers a direct connection to fans —
he has far more followers than the
PGA Tour, LIV Golf or any other
pro — he also finds other ways to
break through. After he won the
U.S. Open last year, saving par
after a miraculous 54-yard bun-
ker shot on the final hole to douse
Rory Mcllroy’s hopes, DeCham-
beau paraded around Pinehurst
until after midnight, sharing the
trophy with fans, smiling for ev-
ery camera, even returning to the
18th hole to talk through the
memorable shot with Golf Chan-
nel’s Johnson Wagner. It wasn’t
image rehabilitation as much it
was a reputational eruption.

“He’s the game’s ultimate mar-
keter right now,” NBC analyst
Dan Hicks said. “I think he’s been
incredibly smart with his trans-
formation. ... Ithink he’s the same
guy, but he’s just used the show-
manship routine to really take his
stardom to a whole new level.”

A different sort of grinding

DeChambeau finished in the
top five at the Masters and the
PGA Championship. He won a
LIV event in South Korea last
month, and his game is well-suit-
ed for Oakmont. Still, he turned
to a new set of irons this week, in
search of an edge. And he hopes to
soon debut a new golf ball after
further testing.

“But I'm excited to keep re-
searching and trying and experi-
menting and optimizing,” he said.
“My goal right now is just to
optimize myself to another level,
and if I can’t, so be it.”

He’ll probably always be
known for his epic range sessions,
but DeChambeau said he doesn’t
hit nearly as many balls as he
once did because he has never felt
more comfortable with his equip-
ment and his mechanics.

As his manager, Connor Olson,
pointed out, DeChambeau is now
transferring that energy else-
where, exploring investments,
brainstorming YouTube ideas,
discussing partnerships for both
himself and the Crushers, the LIV
team he captains.

“A lot more time grinding on
business ventures these days,”
Olson said.

Now that he has celebrity and a
devoted following, DeChambeau
is figuring out what to do with his
platform, a subject he has dis-
cussed with Trump.

“What he does to build his
brand and content, the way his
brain works, how he thinks
through ideas, the people he sur-
rounds himself with — it’s all
extra,” said Scott O’Neil, the CEO
of LIV. “The way he engages part-
ners and sponsors, the president
— this guy is a once-in-a-lifetime
type of talent, on the course and
off.”

That partnership will soon be
put to a test. DeChambeau’s con-
tract with LIV expires next year.
He’s hoping to negotiate a new
deal by the end of this year,
saying, “I know my worth.”

“They see the value in me. I see
the value in what they can pro-
vide,” he said. “And I believe we’ll
come to some sort of resolution
on that. Super excited for the
future. I think that LIV is not
going anywhere.”

While some major champions
jumped ship and pocketed LIV’s
money only to see their games
suffer, DeChambeau attributes
his success and his increasing
popularity to his decision to leave
the PGA Tour in June 2022. The
lighter competition schedule
gave him more free time, and he
has used that time to test himself
in new ways.

“YouTube has massively
helped, I can tell you that,” he
said, “being able to just release
the emotions in the way that I
know I can. When I was a kid, I
was super emotional, obviously,
but I got frustrated on the golf
course, I got really excited on the
golf course.”

“Then when I got on tour, it
was like everybody [said]: ‘Hey,
no, come on, just be in control.
Control yourself. Control your-
self’ There were times where I got
frustrated but also times where I
realized: ‘Hey, no, I should be
expressing my emotions, because
that’s me. I don’t want to be
someone that I'm not.”

Even if he captures another
major title this weekend,
DeChambeau is unlikely to be
content. He wants to affect the
entire sport, and then do it again
and again.

“I think Bryson, in his mind,
would really like to do some great
things for the game,” Parra said.
“Obviously, he does it different
than everyone else. But you do see
a lot of guys that have made a lot
of money and get a little compla-
cent. They’re okay with finishing
20 to 50th. That’s not Bryson.
Bryson is not going to stop.”
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VIRGINIA SOCCER QUARTERFINALS

Loudoun County girls keep on rolling

Undefeated Captains
are one of 13 area teams
in the state semifinals

BY NICKY WOLCOTT

After losing just five players to
graduation and adding several
key pieces, Loudoun County
girls’ soccer coach Chelsea
O’Bruba told her team before the
season that she thought it could
be special.

Fast-forward three months to
June, and it’s easy to see why. The
Captains haven’t lost any of their
21 games on their way to district
and region titles. On Tuesday,
they hosted a state quarterfinal
for the first time since 2019.
Facing Blacksburg, No. 6 Loud-
oun County rolled to a 5-2 win
and advanced to the Virginia
Class 4 semifinals.

“I'm just happy for them be-
cause they’re a testament to what
actually happens when you put
aside your ego and you are
working for a game that you love
to play,” O’Bruba said.

Loudoun County has incorpo-
rated plenty of young talent into
its rotation, with all five fresh-
men on the roster earning a
starting spot at some point this
season. But it was an experi-
enced group of players who
helped the Captains get off to a
strong start Tuesday.

Senior Emily Horst received a
low cross from junior Kate
Andres, took a touch and found
the bottom right corner to open
the scoring for Loudoun County
in the 22nd minute. Junior
Charlize Perrelli doubled the
Captains’ advantage directly
from a corner kick in the 26th
minute before junior Keera
Lawlor made it 3-0 with a power-
ful volley just 49 seconds later.

The Bruins responded with
two goals, but the Captains
(20-0-1) answered to maintain
their three-goal advantage.

Piper Berger headed in a cross
from a corner kick to get Blacks-
burg on the board in the 31st
minute, but Perrelli scored her
second goal to give the Captains
a 4-1 lead at halftime. Berger
added the Bruins’ second goal
less than a minute into the
second half, but Horst restored
the Captains’ three-goal cushion
after getting on the end of a
deflected cross in the 44th min-
ute.

Loudoun County recorded five
or more goals for the eighth time
this season and has outscored its
opponents 84-7.

The Captains are two wins
from their first unbeaten cam-
paign since 2015 and their first
state title since 2018.

“The way we play is just really
selfless, and you can see that in
the way we just combine
throughout the whole field,”
Horst said. “Nobody’s dribbling
the entire field. There’s a lot of

crossing going on, a lot of people
making these selfless runs,
which really helps us. We're just
playing for each other and play-
ing for an end goal.”

Loudoun County will face
Atlee in a Class 4 semifinal at
11 a.m. Friday at Monticello High
in Charlottesville. Woodgrove,
which made its first state semifi-
nal since its title-winning 2019
season, plays Jamestown at
9 a.m.

Loudoun County was one of
three Northern Virginia schools
to have its girls’ and boys’ teams
qualify for the state tournament.
It was the only local school to
host both quarterfinal matches.

The boys fell to Blacksburg,
1-0, in the second game of Tues-
day’s doubleheader. Loudoun
County (17-3-1) has won three
straight Class 4 Region C titles,
but its season ended in the state
quarterfinals for a second
straight year.

Thirteen Northern Virginia
teams will play in state semifi-
nals Friday.

In Class 6, No. 2 Gar-Field,
Herndon and Wakefield ad-
vanced on the boys’ side; No. 5
South County, No. 7 Freedom
(South Riding) and No. 9 York-
town advanced in the girls’
bracket. In Class 5, the No. 1
Riverside and No. 6 Lightridge
boys moved on, and the No. 1
Independence girls won in over-
time. The Meridian boys and the
Brentsville District girls quali-
fied in Class 3.

VIRGINIA GIRLS’ LACROSSE SEMIFINALS

After a reset, Yorktown takes charge

BY BENNETT SOLOMON

Entering Tuesday’s Virginia
Class 6 semifinal at Battlefield,
Yorktown girls’ lacrosse coach
Jenny Keimig figured the game
would come down to possession
and draw controls.

Facing a gritty opponent that
was riding an eight-game win-
ning streak, the Patriots struggled
to keep up early. Yorktown lost
multiple draw controls, and the
Bobcats set the tempo in the
opening 10 minutes. But when
Battlefield’s Alexis Polivka scored
her team’s fourth straight goal,
Keimig made a key adjustment.

“You can’t score if you don’t
have possession,” she said. “So we
made a few tweaks on our mid-
field line and started getting draw
controls and had shooting oppor-
tunities.”

Yorktown quickly found a
groove offensively and began to
execute its game plan. Along with
success in the circle, the Patriots
generated more shots and put
pressure on Battlefield’s goalie.
They cut their deficit to one by the
end of the first quarter and pulled
ahead in the second.

Behind seven different goal
scorers, Yorktown held off Battle-
field, 12-10, to advance to its sec-
ond consecutive Class 6 champi-
onship game. The Patriots have

reached the final in three of the
past four seasons.

“There’s really no better team,”
said senior captain Coco Rigoli,
who had three goals, three assists
and three draw controls. “We’re
all so close, and we'’re doing it for
each other. We know that every
game, we're going as hard as phys-
ically possible. And today, we just
walked out on the field and we
knew we were going to win it and
make it to the championship.”

Yorktown (20-1) outshot the
Bobcats (17-4) 30-16 and won
63 percent of its draw controls.

The Patriots will face Madison
— a 15-7 winner over Cosby on
Wednesday night — in the Class 6
title game at 12:30 p.m. Saturday
at Douglas Freeman High in Rich-
mond. Yorktown’s lone defeat this
season came to the Warhawks in
the Class 6 Region D final.

“We know going in, no game is
guaranteed,” Rigoli said. “We’re
going to go out as hard as possi-
ble. Especially in state champion-
ship games, emotions are high.
Anything can happen. We know
we have to go out and give every-
thing on the field. If we give it all,
we’ve got that.”

Riverside storms into final

In Class 5, Riverside routed
Kellam, 16-1, on Monday to ad-
vance to the final. The Rams will

face Douglas Freeman, which has
won the past four state titles, at
12:30 p.m. Saturday at Mills
Godwin High in Richmond.

Riverside won its lone title in
2018, and its most recent champi-
onship game appearance came in
2022. This year, the Rams (18-3)
will get a chance at revenge after
falling to Douglas Freeman in the
2021 and 2022 title games. But
Coach Kristan Ash said her team
has another source of motivation.

“This is a team that is playing
for each other right now,” Ash
said. “They’re all really locked in.
They’re playing together. I think
they’re peaking at the right time,
and there’s no feeling of slowing
down. ... I think we are rolling up
with a strong group of girls that
are playing for each other and
they’re not going to back down.”

Freeman defeated Lightridge,
16-8, in the other semifinal, elimi-
nating the Lightning for a second
straight year. Lightridge (16-5)
was hurt in the circle: Freeman
won 17 of 24 draw controls.

“I'm extremely proud of the
way that our team played as a
team and stayed in it together,”
Lightridge Coach Kere Harper
said. “They gave it their best until
the last whistle.”

In Class 4, Dominion (15-3) fell,
16-2, to defending champion
Western Albemarle.

VIRGINIA BOYS’ LACROSSE SEMIFINALS

West Potomac has a chance for a first

BY MATT COHEN

It was time for Grant Maloney
to go to the student section.
Moments earlier, the West Poto-
mac senior had raced across the
field to hug his teammates after
the biggest win in program histo-
ry. Before that, he had scored the
goal that completed a
second-half comeback and deliv-
ered a 9-8 win over Battlefield in
a Virginia Class 6 boys’ lacrosse
semifinal Tuesday.

The students chanted Malo-
ney’s name and embraced him in
a hug across the top of a chain-
link fence. After his last game on
his high school field, Maloney
took in a program-changing mo-
ment.

“We always fight, baby,” he
said. “We’re always fighting.”

Tuesday’s appearance in the
state semifinals already was the
deepest run in West Potomac
history. With the win, the Wol-
verines (16-6) will get a shot at
their first state title.

Battlefield (17-4) controlled
the first half and led 7-3 at
halftime. West Potomac coaches
said they made second-half de-
fensive adjustments, and those

resulted in the Wolverines out-
scoring Battlefield 6-1 after half-
time. Maloney tied the score at 7,
and after it was tied again at 8, he
notched the winner with 4:11 to
play.

“So many years, there wasn’t a
culture of winning,” West Poto-
mac Coach John Stamos said.
“Now they have a culture of
winning. We've always had the
talent. It’s just bringing it out.”

The end was fitting, as if the
winning tally had to come from
Maloney. A senior leader, he will
play at Jacksonville University
next year as one of the handful of
West Potomac alumni to reach
Division I lacrosse. He won the
Patriot District player of the year
award as he scored more than 50
goals as a midfielder.

Senior attacker Brendan Mur-
ray added four goals Tuesday.

Stamos said his team’s ascen-
sion required developing a stron-
ger youth program and getting
some players who might usually
go to a private school to stay with
the local public option.

After the win, he had much to
say about what it took to build
his program. But when it came
time to huddle up with his

players and explain what this
win meant, he was speechless.
And as the celebration began, he
realized the work wasn’t done.

“I'm clicking gears and it’s like,
‘Oh, Jesus, we've got three days to
get ready,” Stamos said.

The state championship game
is 10 a.m. Saturday at Douglass
Freeman High in Richmond.
West Potomac will face Cosby,
which defeated visiting Robin-
son, 5-2, on Wednesday night.

Independence cruises

Independence (18-2) rolled
into the Class 5 final by beating
Kellam, 15-3, on Monday. The
Tigers will face Douglas Freeman
at 10 a.m. Saturday at Mills
Godwin High in Richmond.

Loudoun County returns

Loudoun County, winner of 11
in a row after falling to Indepen-
dence in April, beat Meridian,
12-11, on Tuesday to advance to
the Class 4 championship game.
The Captains will face Salem at
10 a.m. Saturday at Charlottes-
ville High. This is the second
straight year Loudoun County
reached the title game; it lost to
Atlee in last year’s final.

What's for dinner?

Search our database of tested recipes by
ingredient or name. washingtonpost.com/recipes

Ge Washington Post
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SCOREBOARD

PRO BASKETBALL HOCKEY SOCCER
NBA playoffs Stanley Cup playoffs MLS
CONFERENCE FINALS CONFERENCE FINALS EAST W L T Pts GF GA
Best of seven Best of seven Philadelphia. 0 3 4 34 32 18
EASTERN CONFERENCE EASTERN CONFERENCE Inte N 83 5 2 3% 7
PACERS ELIMINATED KNICKS, 4-2 PANTHERS ELIMINATED HURRICANES, 4-1 Nashville.. 8 4 5 29 30 21
Game 1: Indiana 138, at New York 135 (OT) Game 1: Florida 5, at Carolina 2 Columbus. 7 3 7 28 27 4
Game 2: Indiana 114, at New York 109 Game 2: Florida 5, at Carolina 0 New York.. 8 6 3 27 28 19
Game 3: New York 106, at Indiana 100 Game 3: at Florida 6, Carolina 2 Orlando City. 7 4 6 27 31 22
Game 4: at Indiana 130, New York 121 Game 4: Carolina 3, at Florida 0 Charlotte FC. 8 8 1 25 28 27
Game 5: at New York 111, Indiana 94 Game 5: Florida 5, at Carolina 3 Chicago......... 7 5 4 25 35 29
Game 6: at Indiana 125, New York 108 WESTERN CONFERENCE 7 6 4 25 20 20
New England 6 4 5 23 19 14
WESTERN CONFERENCE OILERS ELIMINATED STARS, 4-1 D United 4 8 6 18 17 36
THUNDER ELIMINATED TIMBERWOLVES, 4-1 Game 1: at Dallas 6, Edmonton 3 Atlanta..... 4 8 5 17 21 30
Game 1: at Oklahoma City 114, Minnesota 88 Game 2: Edmonton 3, at Dallas 0 Toronto FC 310 4 13 18 24
Game 2: at Oklahoma City 118, Minnesota 103 Game 3: at Edmonton 6, Dallas 1 CF Montreal . 111 5 8 12 3
Game 3: atk1VI|hnnesota 143, Oklahoma City 101 Game 4: at Edmonton 4, Dallas 1
Game 4: Oklahoma City 128, at Minnesota 126 Game 5: Edmonton 6, at Dallas 3
Game 5: at Oklahoma City 124, Minnesota 94 ST wor T e
STANLEY CUP FINALS San Diego FC .9 5 3 30 29 18
NEA FfINA"S. ¢ Best of seven; x-If necessary Minnesota United 8 3 6 30 2 16
Best of seven; x-If necessary PANTHERS LEAD OILERS, 2-1 Portland 8 4 5 29 27 3
PACERS LEAD THUNDER, 2-1 Game 1: at Edmonton 4, Florida 3 (OT) Los Ang 7 4 5 26 30 2
Game 1: Indiana 111, at Oklahoma City 110 Game 2: Florida 5, at Edmonton 4 (20T) Seattle. 7.6 5 2% 2 25
Game 2: at Oklahoma City 123, Indiana 107 Game 3: at Florida 6, Edmonton 1 Austin FC. 6 7 5 2 13 2
Game 3: at Indiana 116, Oklahoma City 107 Thursday’s game: Edmonton at Florida, 8 San Jose... 6 7 4 2 34 2B
Friday’s game: Oklahoma City at Indiana, 8:30 Saturday’s game: Florida at Edmonton, 8 Colorado 6 7 4 2 18 24
Monday’s game: Indiana at Oklahoma City, 8:30 x-Tuesday’s game: Edmonton at Florida, 8 Houston 5.7 5 20 2 5
x-Thursday, June 19: Oklahoma City at Indiana, 8:30 x-Friday, June 20: Florida at Edmonton, 8 FCDallas . 4 6 6 18 18 26
x-Sunday, June 22: Indiana at Oklahoma City, 8 gzglrtsl,ra‘?tlglze g 18 g %g %g 3%
St. Louis City SC . 3 9 5 11 1 B
GOLF LA Galaxy o 112 4 715 3%
NBA PLAYOFF LEADERS SUNDAY’S RESULTS
Entering Wednesday’s game. U.S. Open at Portland 2, St. Louis City SC1
SCORING G AVG TEE TIMES at Vancouver 3, Seattle 0
Antetokounmpo, MIL........ccceveeenmereseeesssannns 5 33.0 at Oakmont Country Club; in Oakmont, Pa. at Los Angeles FC3, Sporting KC 1
Gilgeous-Al der, OKC 18 304 3“7291T37Ag72 par: 70 THURSDAY'S MATCH
Doncic, LAL 5 30.2 ardage: ; Par: - .
MECEIl, CLE oo 9 296 | a-Amateur /:E;’D”:Yf;'\m:c";;'w FG.7:30
Brunson, NY 18 29.4
Banchero, (0] 2O 5 29.4 Erllz%ESI'IDOALYE-FE)I?ﬁLOLE San Jose at Portland, 10:30
Tatum, BOS 8 28.1 - ¢ |' q
Jokic, DEN 14 26.2 6:4|5 a.m.-1§:30 p.m.: a-Matth\llfgt, Unite(éI States; Kevin Toronto FCat Los Angeles FC, ppd.
Wagner, ORL 5 25.8 Velo, United States; Trent Phillips, United States. T
9 6:56 a.m.-12:41 p.m.: Chandler Blanchet, United States; SATUR.DAY S MATCHES :
REBOUNDS G Ave Alvaro Ortiz, Mexico; Doug Ghim, United States. EAC-GUF'ted :tssefl S'aItC'liakSe'Cgng
7:07 a.m.-12:52 p.m.: a-Evan Beck, United States; alaxy at St. Louts City 5C, 4
j&;ktie(t%ké)l\llmmpo, MIL.. 151 %g;‘ Maxwell Moldovan, United States; Justin Hicks, United Vancouver at Columbus, 7:30
Sengf]n, HOU 7 11:9 S_tates. ] ) . . . ) Cincinnati at New _England_, 7:30
Towns, NY 8 116 7:18 a.m.-1:03 p.m.: Harris English, United States; Charlotte FC at Philadelphia, 7:30
Tatum, BOS. s 15 ggg;gwsy Fleetwood, England; Keegan Bradley, United New York at Austin FC, 8:30
Adebayo, MIA.. -4 1.0 7:29 ain.-l:l4 p.m.: Xander Schauffele, United States; Nashville at Chicago, 8:30 :
Carter, ORL 5 10.8 Jose Luis Ballester. Spain: B DeChambeau, United CF Montreal at Houston, 8:30
DUFEN, DET eoeeeeeeeererersessssssssessensessessenens 6 10.7 S‘;:fesl“s allester, Spain; bryson DeChambeau, Unite FC Dallas at Sporting KC, 8:30
ASSISTS G AVG 7:40 a.m.-1:25 p.m.: Matt Fitzpatrick, England; Wynd- | San Diego FCat Minnesota, 8:30
" ham Clark, United States; Gary Woodland, United Orlando City at Colorado, 9:30
Haliburton, IND 9.3 States.
?ardgn, #AC B g% 7:51 a.m.-1:36 p.m.: Akshay Bhatia, United States; Matt
JUI?.”'"[?E’?Im' a0 McCarty, United States; Robert Maclntyre, Scotland. NWSL
B?ulncéon NV 7'0 8:02 a.n_1.-1:47 p.m.: Cam Davis, Australi_a; Davis Thomp-
Gilgeous-Alexander, OKC 18 6g | onUnitedStates; Thomas Detry, Belgium. W L T Pts GF GA
Antetokounmpo, MI . 6.6 813 am.-1:58 p.m.: Richard l_3|and, England; a-Trevor Kansas City .. 9 2 0 27 24 8
Mitchell, MIA 63 (Sitjattsec?.ewskl, United States; Lanto Griffin, United Orlando ... 7 3 1 22 19 8
8:24 a.m.-2:09 p.m.: Edoardo Molinari, Italy; Sam Ste- g\lasB!ngton. Z g % %g %% ﬂ
vens, United States; Ryan Gerard, United States. Santt||ego. 5 4 2 17 1 10
WNBA 8:35 a.m.-2:20 p.m.: Thriston Lawrence, South Africa; Lea_ G"\Ii : 15 U 5 o1
a-N<|)(ah Kent, United States; Thorbjorn Olesen, Den- ouisvitte.. 2 3 4 16 16 12
mark.
EAST w L Pct GB . . < Jinichi . . 4 4 3 15 13 14
8:46 a.m.-2:31 p.m.: Jinichiro Kozuma, Japan; a-Cameron
New York. 9 0 1.000 - f L p Angel City 4 4 3 15 19 21
Atrtanta 6 3 667 3 'gigé(eesrsley, United States; Chase Johnson, United g g ; %% ﬁ ié
Indiana 4 5 444 5 . Y . Dhili f .
i 8:57 a.m.-2:42 p.m.: Philip Barbaree Jr., United States;
Washington. ol 6 .400 5% f : f . : p 3 6 2 11 10 17
Chicago... 2 6 250 o E{Letyes!.ems, United States; Brady Calkins, United 1 8 2 5 10 22
Connecticut.. w2722 7 12:30 p.m.-6:45 a.m.: Frederic Lacroix, France; Emiliano : 1.8 2 5 8 24
Grillo, Argentina; Sam Bairstow, England. FRIDAY'S RESULTS
WEST w L Pct GB 12:41 p.m.-6:56 a.m.: Byeong Hun An, South Korea; Joe at Louisville 3, Utah 2
x-Minnesota 9 0 1.000 - Highsmith, United States; Ryan Fox, New Zealand. Seattlo 2 S’ Diego 1
x-Eho%mx Z 131 ggg 312 12:52 p.m.-g:07 a.m.:\ldictorPirezIz FranceéJacob Bridge- eattle 2, at San Diego
x-Las Vegas.. . man, United States; Adam Schenk, United States. Y
x-Seattle ..... 5 4 556 4 1:03 p.m.-7:18 a.m.: Min Woo Lee, Australia; Justin iATUR?.AYZS RESl:]LTSFCI
Golden State 4 5 444 5 Thomas, United States; Brooks Koepka, United States. ansas City 2, at Gotham
x-Los Angeles.. 37 300 6% 1:14 p.m.-7:29 a.m.: Sam Burns, United States.; Nico at Orlando 1, Houston 0
x-Dallas 109 100 8% Echavarria, Colombia; Denny McCarthy, United States. atBay FC1, Portland 0
x-Late game 1:25 kp.m.-7:40 a.dm.: Viktor Hovland, r’:l%rf\lmay; Collig Chicago 2, at Angel City 2
- Morikawa, United States; Scottie Scheffler, Unite
MONDAY’S RESULT States. SUNDAY'S RESULT
1:36 p.m.-7:51 a.m.: Corey Conners, Canada; Jason Day, at Washington 3, North Carolina 1
Golden State 89, at Los Angeles 81 (0T) Australia; Patrick Reed, United States. FRIDAY’S MATCHE
" 1:47 p.m.-8:02 a.m.: Joaquin Niemann, Chile; Bud Cauley, Sm S
TUESDAY'S RESULTS " am.: ; !
i United States.; Daniel Berger, United States. San Diego at Houston, 8
at Atlanta 77, Indiana 58 1:58 p.m.-8:13 a.m.: Mackenzie Hughes, Canada; Tony Gotham FC at Utah, 9:30
at New York 85, Chicago 66 Finau, United States; Chris Kirk, United States. Orlando at Bay FC, 10
" 2:09 p.m.-8:24 a.m.: a-Ben James, United States.;
WEDNESDAY_S RESULTS Rasmus Hgjgaard, Denmark; Stephan Jaeger, Germany. SATURDAY’S MATCHES
Dallas at Phoenix, late 2:20 p.m.-8:35 a.m.: Rasmus Neergaard-Petersen, Den- Seattle at Chicago, 5

Los Angeles at Las Vegas, late
Minnesota at Seattle, late
THURSDAY’S GAMES

No games scheduled.

FRIDAY'S GAMES
Chicago at Atlanta, 7:30
Dallas at Las Vegas, 10

SATURDAY'S GAMES

Los Angeles at Minnesota, 1
New York at Indiana, 3
Seattle at Golden State, 8:30

SUNDAY’S GAMES
Atlanta at Washington, 2
Chicago at Connecticut, noon
Phoenix at Las Vegas, 6

TUESDAY'S GAMES
Washington at Chicago, 8
Connecticut at Indiana, 7
Atlanta at New York, 7
Golden State at Dallas, 8
Las Vegas at Minnesota, 8
Seattle at Los Angeles, 10

PRO FOOTBALL

United Football League playoffs
USFL CONFERENCE CHAMPIONSHIP

SUNDAY’S RESULT

Michigan 44, at Birmingham 29

XFL CONFERENCE CHAMPIONSHIP

SUNDAY’S RESULT

D.C. 36, at St. Louis 18

UFL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME

SATURDAY'S GAME

IN ST. LOUIS

D.C.vs. Michigan, 8

HIGH SCHOOLS

WEDNESDAY’S RESULTS
GIRLS' LACROSSE
VIRGINIA

Madison 15, Cosby 7

BOYS' LACROSSE
VIRGINIA

Cosby 5, Robinson 2

AUTO RACING

NASCAR Cup Series

POINTS LEADERS
Through Monday.

1. William Byron, 576.

2. Kyle Larson, 535.

3. Denny Hamlin, 494.

4. Christopher Bell, 480.

5. Chase Elliott, 464.

6. Tyler Reddick, 460.
7.Ryan Blaney, 427.

8. Ross Chastain, 414.

9. Joey Logano, 395.

10. Bubba Wallace, 383.
11. Chase Briscoe, 363.

12. Chris Buescher, 342.
13. Alex Bowman, 335.

14. Ryan Preece, 322.

15. Kyle Busch, 322.

16. Austin Cindric, 318.

17. Josh Berry, 309.

18. Carson Hocevar, 304.
19. AJ Allmendinger, 304.
20. Ricky Stenhouse Jr, 302.
21. Erik Jones, 286.

22. Zane Smith, 285.

23. Michael McDowell, 285.
24. Ty Gibbs, 270.

25. John H. Nemechek, 270.
26. Austin Dillon, 270.
27.Todd Gilliland, 265.

28. Daniel Sudrez, 254.

Formula One

POINTS LEADERS
Through Sunday.

1. Oscar Piastri, 186.

2. Lando Norris, 176.

3. Max Verstappen, 137.
4, George Russell, 111.
5. Charles Leclerc, 94.
6. Lewis Hamilton, 71.
7. Andrea Kimi Antonelli, 48.
8. Alexander Albon, 42.
9. Isack Hadjar, 21.

10. Esteban Ocon, 20.
11. Nico Hulkenberg, 16.
12. Lance Stroll, 14.

13. Carlos Sainz Jr., 12.
14. Pierre Gasly, 11.

15. Yuki Tsunoda, 10.
16. Oliver Bearman, 6.
17. Liam Lawson, 4.

18. Fernando Alonso, 2.

mark; a-Justin Hastings, Cayman Islands; Laurie Canter,
England.

2:31 p.m.-8:46 a.m.: a-Frankie Harris, United States.;
Emilio Gonzalez, Mexico; Roberto Diaz, Mexico.

2:42 p.m.-8:57 a.m.: Grant Haefner, United States;; Joey
Herrera, United States.; George Kneiser, United States.

10TH HOLE-FIRST HOLE

6:45 a.m.-12:30 p.m.: Zac Blair, United States; Scott
Vincent, Zimbabwe; Alistair Docherty, United States.
6:56 a.m.-12:41 p.m.: Jacques Kruyswijk, South Africa;
Jordan Smith, England; Eric Cole, United States.

7:07 a.m.-12:52 p.m.: Tom Kim South Korea; J.J. Spaun,
United States; Taylor Pendrith, Canada.

7:18 a.m.-1:03 p.m.: Ludvig Aberg, Sweden; Adam Scott,
Australia; Hideki Matsuyama, Japan.

7:29 a.m.-1:14 p.m.: Ben Griffin, United States; Andrew
Novak, United States; Maverick McNealy, United States.
7:40 a.m.-1:25 p.m.: Shane Lowry, Ireland; Justin Rose,
England; Rory Mcllroy, Northern Ireland.

7:51 a.m.-1:36 p.m.: Patrick Cantlay, United States; Si
Woo Kim, South Korea; Lucas Glover, United States.
8:02 a.m.-1:47 p.m.: Cameron Smith, Australia; Brian
Harman, United States; Phil Mickelson, United States.
8:13 a.m.-1:58 p.m.: Niklas Norgaard, Denmark; Brian
Campbell, United States; Justin Lower, United States.
8:24 a.m.-2:09 p.m.: Davis Riley, United States; a-Jack-
son Koivun, United States; Johnny Keefer, United
States.

8:35 a.m.-2:20 p.m.: James Hahn, United States; Mark
Hubbard, United States; a-Michael La Sasso, United
States.

8:46 a.m.-2:31 p.m.: Joakim Lagergren, Sweden; a-Ma-
son Howell, United States; Chris Gotterup, United
States.

8:57 a.m.-2:42 p.m.: Zach Bauchou, United States;
Jackson Buchanan, United States; a-Lance Simpson,
United States.

12:30 p.m.-6:45 a.m.: Will Chandler, United States;
Andrea Pavan, Italy; Takumi Kanaya, Japan.

12:41 p.m.-6:56 a.m.: a-Bryan Lee, United States; Guido
Migliozzi, Italy; Preston Summerhays, United States.
12:52 p.m.-7:07 a.m.: Erik van Rooyen, South Africa; Max
Greyserman, United States; Matt Wallace, England.
1:03 p.m.-7:18 a.m.: Russell Henley, United States;
Christiaan Bezuidenhout, South Africa; Nick Taylor,
Canada.

1:14 p.m.-7:29 a.m.: Jordan Spieth, United States; Jon
Rahm, Spain; Dustin Johnson, United States.
1:25p.m.-7:40 a.m.: Tyrrell Hatton, England; Sungjae Im,
South Korea; Sepp Straka, Austria.

1:36 p.m.-7:51 a.m.: Cameron Young, United States; Tom
Hoge, United States; J.T. Poston, United States.

1:47 p.m.-8:02 a.m.: Jhonattan Vegas, Venezuela; Mi-
chael Kim, United States; Matthieu Pavon, France.

1:58 p.m.-8:13 a.m.: Marc Leishman, Australia; Aaron
Rai, England; Nick Dunlap, United States.

2:09 p.m.-8:24 a.m.: Matthew Jordan, United States;
Yuta Sugiura, Japan; Carlos Ortiz, Mexico.

2:20 p.m.-8:35 a.m.: Ryan McCormick, United States;
Trevor Cone, United States; a-Zach Pollo, United States.
2:31 p.m.-8:46 a.m.: James Nicholas, United States;
a-Tyler Weaver, England; Riki Kawamoto, Japan.

2:42 p.m.-8:57 a.m.: Austin Truslow, United States;
Harrison Ott, United States; George Duangmanee,
United States.

COLLEGE BASEBALL

World Series

Double elimination; x-If necessary

At Charles Schwab Field; in Omaha

FRIDAY'S GAMES

Game 1: Arizona (44-19) vs. Coastal Carolina (53-11), 2
Game 2: Louisville (44-22) vs. Oregon State (47-14-1), 7
SATURDAY'S GAMES

Game 3: Murray State (44-15) vs. UCLA (47-16), 2
Game 4: LSU (40-22) vs. Arkansas (48-13), 7
SUNDAY’S GAMES

Game 5: Game 1 loser vs. Game 2 loser, 2

Game 6: Game 1 winner vs. Game 2 winner, 7
MONDAY'S GAMES

Game 7: Game 3 loser vs. Game 4 loser, 2

Game 8: Game 3 winner vs. Game 4 winner, 7
TUESDAY'S GAMES

Game 9: Game 5 winner vs. Game 6 loser, 2

Game 10: Game 7 winner vs. Game 8 loser, 8
WEDNESDAY’S GAMES

Game 11: Game 6 winner vs. Game 9 winner, 2
Game 12: Game 8 winner vs. Game 10 winner, 7

THURSDAY, JUNE 19
x-Game 13: Game 6 winner vs. Game 9 winner, TBD
x-Game 14: Game 8 winner vs. Game 10 winner, TBD

CHAMPIONSHIP SERIES
Best of three; x-If necessary
Saturday, June 21: TBD, 7
Sunday, June 22: TBD, 2:30
x-Monday, June 23: TBD, 7:30

TRANSACTIONS

MLB

Baltimore Orioles: Agreed to terms with LHP Sayer
Diederich on a minor league contract.

Boston Red Sox: Sent RHP Robert Stock outright to
Worcester (IL).

Houston Astros: Agreed to terms with RHP Nate
Wohlgemuth on a minor league contract.

NFL

Denver Broncos: Signed RB J.K. Dobbins to a one-year
contract. Released LS Zach Triner.

Washington Commanders: Signed S Jeremy Reaves to a
one-year contract extension.

Louisville at Kansas City, 7:30
North Carolina at Angel City, 10

TENNIS

ATP/WTA

ROSMALEN GRASS COURT CHAMPIONSHIPS
At Autotron Rosmalen; in Den Bosch, Netherlands
Purse: $807,455

Surface: Grass

MEN'S SINGLES — ROUND OF 32

Adrian Mannarino, France, def. Christopher 0’Connell,
Australia, 6-1, 6-3; Daniel Evans, Britain, def. Rinky
Hijikata, Australia, 3-6, 6-4, 6-3; Hubert Hurkacz (5),
Poland, def. Roberto Bautista Agut, Spain, 7-6 (7-2), 6-4;
Mark Lajal, Estonia, def. Laslo Djere, Serbia, 6-2, 6-4.

MEN'S SINGLES — ROUND OF 16

Gabriel Diallo, Canada, def. Jordan Thompson (6),
Australia, 4-6, 6-1, 7-5; Karen Khachanov (3), Russia,
def. Mackenzie McDonald, United States, 6-3, 5-7, 7-6
(7-4).

WOMEN’S SINGLES — ROUND OF 32
Elena-Gabriela Ruse, Romania, def. Isis Louise van Den
Broek, Netherlands, 6-2, 6-1; Maria Sakkari, Greece, def.
Anouk Koevermans, Netherlands, 6-3, 6-4.

WOMEN’S SINGLES — ROUND OF 16

Elisabetta Cocciaretto, Italy, def. Bernarda Pera, United
States, 6-1, 7-6 (7-4); Ekaterina Alexandrova (2),
Russia, def. Anna Blinkova, Russia, 6-0, 7-5; Veronika
Kudermetova (8), Russia, def. Greet Minnen, Belgium,

-4, 6-

4

MEN'S DOUBLES — ROUND OF 16

Michael Venus, New Zealand, and Nikola Mektic (1),
Croatia, def. Marcelo Demoliner, Brazil, and Theo Arrib-
age, France, 6-4, 1-6, 10-7; Ariel Behar, Uruguay, and
Joran Vliegen, Belgium, def. Jackson Withrow and
Nathaniel Lammons (4), United States, 6-4, 6-7 (7-4),
10-7; Zizou Bergs, Belgium, and Jesper De Jong, Nether-
lands, def. Nuno Borges, Portugal, and Luciano Darderi,
Italy, 6-1, 6-7 (7-1), 10-6; Lloyd Glasspool and Julian
Cash (2), Britain, def. Jean-Julien Rojer and Bart
Stevens, Netherlands, 6-3, 2-6, 12-10; Matthew Ebden
and Jordan Thompson (3), Australia, def. Nicolas Barri-
entos, Colombia, and Rithvik Choudary Bollipalli, India,
7-6 (7-4), 6-3; Patrik Rikl and Petr Nouza, Czechia, def.
Fernando Romboli, Brazil, and John-Patrick Smith,
Australia, 6-2, 7-6 (7-5); Sander Arends, Netherlands,
and Gregoire Jacq, France, def. Matwe Middelkoop and
David Pel, Netherlands, 6-2, 7-6 (7-3).

WOMEN’S DOUBLES — ROUND OF 16

Magda Linette, Poland, and Nadiia Kichenok, Ukraine,
def. Zheng Saisai and Wang Xinyu, China, 7-6 (7-3), 4-6,
10-2; Katarzyna Piter, Poland, and Nina Stojanovic,
Serbia, def. Lulu Sun, New Zealand, and Ann Li, United
States, 6-4, 7-6 (9-7); Elena-Gabriela Ruse, Romania,
and Magali Kempen, Belgium, def. Bibiane Schoofs,
Netherlands, and Anastasia Detiuc, Czechia, 6-4, 6-1;
Nicole Melichar-Martinez, United States, and Liudmila
Samsonova (3), Russia, def. Sabrina Santamaria, United
States, and Angelica Moratelli, Italy, 6-3, 6-2.

WOMEN’S DOUBLES — QUARTERFINALS

Irina Khromacheva, Russia, and Fanny Stollar (2),
Hungary, def, Carson Branstine and Bianca Andreescu,
Canada, 7-5, 6-3.

ATP
STUTTGART OPEN

At Tennis Club Weissenhof; in Stuttgart, Germany
Purse: $858,594
Surface: Grass

SINGLES — ROUND OF 16

Marton Fucsovics, Hungary, def. Arthur Rinderknech,
France, 7-6 (7-4), 6-3; Ben Shelton (3), United States,
def. Pierre-Hugues Herbert, France, 7-6 (7-4), 7-5;
Taylor Fritz (2), United States, def. Quentin Halys,
France, 6-3, 7-6 (8-6); Jiri Lehecka (8), Czechia, def.
Jan-Lennard Struff, Germany, 6-4, 7-5.

DOUBLES — ROUND OF 16

Fabien Reboul and Sadio Doumbia (2), France, def.
Miguel Reyes-Varela, Mexico, and N. Sriram Balaji,
India, 6-7 (7-5), 6-3, 10-5; Rohan Bopanna, India, and
Sander Gille (3), Belgium, def. Jakob Schnaitter and
Mark Wallner, Germany, 6-3, 5-7, 11-9.

WTA

OPEN INTERNACIONAL DE VALENCIA

At Club de Tenis Sporting Club de Tenis Valencia (Spain)
Purse: $114,229

Surface: Red clay

SINGLES — ROUND OF 32
Sara Bejlek, Czechia, def. Carlota Martinez Cirez, Spain,
6-3,6-2.

SINGLES — ROUND OF 16

Louisa Chirico, United States, def. Maria Carle (4),
Argentina, 6-4, 6-4; Hanne Vandewinkel, Belgium, def.
Oksana Selekhmeteva (8), Russia, 6-4, 6-4; Gao Xinyu
(6), China, def. Raluca Georgiana Serban, Cyprus, 6-0,
6-2; Solana Sierra (1), Argentina, def. Ariana Geerlings
Martinez, Spain, 6-1, 6-1.

DOUBLES — QUARTERFINALS

Laura Pigossi, Brazil, and Makenna Jones (2), United
States, def. Ekaterina Yashina, Russia, and Aoi Ito,
Japan, 6-3, 6-0; Iryna Shymanovich, Belarus, and Maria
Kozyreva (1), Russia, def. Maria Carle, Argentina, and
Leyre Romero Gormaz, Spain, 6-2, 6-4.
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DONATE YOUR CAR/TRUCK/RV
Lutheran Mission Society of MD
Compassion Place ministries help
local families with food, clothing,
counseling. Tax deductible. MVA
licensed #W1044. 410-228-8437
www.CompassionPlace.org

G | egal Notices

ABC LICENSE: Air Ventures IAD,
LLC trading as Grille District 1
Saarinen Clrcle Concourse D,
Unit D-DM330 Dulles (Loudoun
County) Virginia 20166. The
above™ establishment is apply-
ing to the VIRGINIA ALCOHOLIC
BEVERAGE CONTROL (ABC) AU-
THORITY for a Mixed Beverage
Restaurant license to sell or man-
ufacture alcoholic  beverages.
George Walker, President. NOTE:
Objections to the issuance of this
license must be submitted to
ABC no later than 30 days from
the publishing date of the first
of two required newspaper Ie%al
notices. Objections should
registered at www.abc.virginia.
gov or (800) 552- 3200.

IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF
MARYLAND FOR

MONTGOMERY COUNTY

(CIVIL DIVISION)

Civil Action No.
0602-12336-2021

ZUMA BEACH INVESTMENTS,
LTD.

Plaintiff,

V.

TAMMY MCNEILL
Defendant.

ORDER
Upon consideration of the Plain-
tiff's Motion to Serve By Publica-
tion, and any response thereto,
it is this day of 02/10/2025, by
the District” Court of Maryland
for Montgomery County,
ORDERED, that the Plaintiff's
Motion to Serve by Publication
is hereby GRANTED; and it is
further

ORDERED, that service of pro-
cess upon the Defendant shall
be made by publication in one
or more newspapers of gener-
al circulation in Montgome!
County at least once a wee
in eacl

of three successive weeks; and
it is further

ORDERED, that a copy of the
publication and this Order shall
also be sent via certified mail to
Defendant’s last known address
of 132 Duvall Lane, Apt. 202,
Gaithersburg, Maryland 20877,
and it is further

ORDERED, that upon the com-
pletion of the above acts, the
Plaintiff shall file proof of ser-
vice with the Court consistent
with this Order.

Patrick Mays
JUDGE, DISTRICT COURT OF
MARYLAND FOR
MONTGOMERY COUNTY

Speed Camera Notice

“In a continuing effort to reduce
the number of speeding vehi-
cles in City of Rockville neigh-
borhoods, ~the Rockville City
Police Department will begin
deployment of a speed moni-
toring system, portable camera
unit, in the vicinity of, Rockville,
MD. They will begin monitoring
the new location on or about
June 17th, 2025. While the sys-
tem will be fully functional, cita-
tions will not be issued. After a
30-day grace period, citations
will be issued for vehicles ex-
ceeding the posted speed limit
by 12 mph or more.

Please contact Major Bill Nie-
berding of the Rockville City
Police Department at 240-314-
8965, or by email at bnieberd-
|ng@rock\/| lemd.gov for addi-
tional information.”

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
PROBATE DIVISION
WASHINGTON, D.C.
20001-2131
2025 ADM 000542

Dennis Patrick O'Brien
Diane S. Kotkin, Esq.
RKW Law Group
10 N Jefferson Street,

Suite 200
Frederick, MD 21701
NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT,

NOTICE TO CREDITORS AND
NOTICE TO UNKNOWN HEIRS

Elizabeth O'Brien, whose ad-
dress is 2239 Garfield St. NE,
Minneapolis, MN 55418 was
appointed personal represen-
tative of the estate of Dennis
Patrick O'Brien, who died on
February 11, 2025 without a
will and will serve without Court
supervision. All unknown heirs
and heirs whose whereabouts
are unknown shall enter their
appearance in this proceeding.
Objections to such aﬁpomtment
shall be filed with the Register
of Wills, D.C., Building A, 515
5th Street, NW 3rd Floor, Wash-
ington DC 20001, on or before
12/5/2025. Claims against the
decedent shall be presented to
the undersigned with a copy to
the Register of Wills or filed with
the Register of Wills with a copy
to the undersigned, on or before
12/5/2025, or be forever barred.
Persons believed to be heirs or
legatees of the decedent who do
not receive a copy of this notice
by mail within 25 days of its first
publlcatlon shall so inform the
glster of Wills, including name,
ress and relatlonshlp

Elizabeth O'Brien
PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE
Nicole D. Stevens
REGISTER OF WILLS

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
PROBATE DIVISION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20001-2131
2023 ADM 001484

Edward Williams, Jr.
Nickey Earline Patterson
6710 Oxon Hill Road, Suite 210
Oxon Hill, MD 20745

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT,
NOTICE TO CREDITORS AND
NOTICE TO UNKNOWN HEIRS

Michael A. Williams, whose ad-
dress is 2301 Shadyside Avenue,
Suitland, MD 20746 was appoint-
ed personal representative of
the estate of Edward Williams, Jr.,
who died on 01/19/2007 without
a will and will service with Court
supervision. All unknown heirs
and heirs whose whereabouts
are unknown shall enter their
appearance in this proceeding.
Objections to such appointment
(or to the probate or decedent’s
Will) shall be filed with the Regis-
ter of Wills, D.C., Building A, 515
5th Street, NW, 3rd Floor, Wash-
ington DC 20001, on or before

the undersigned with a copy to
the Register of Wills or filed with
the Register of Wills with a copy
to the undersigned, on or before
12/12/2025, or be forever barred.
Persons believed to be heirs or
legatees of the decedent who do
not receive a copy of this notice
by mail within 25 days of its first
publlcatlon shall so inform the

glster of Wills, including name,

ress and relatlonshlp

Michael A. Williams
PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE
Nicole D. Stevens
REGISTER OF WILLS

Aviation, Boats, RVS
Motorcycles Directory

% Sailboats
»“‘ (] [E—

Hutchins Sailboat Compac19
1983 Price $3450 Boat includes
new rudder, bimini, all required
USCG safety equipment (exclud-
ing communications ~ device);
sails: main, 2 jibs, genoa. On Tri-
ad trailer with hydraulic brakes,
new tires, extension tongue.
Boat is located in Hagerstown,
MD.Contact John at 301-791-

4881 or johndrummond45@
gmail.com.

G | egal Notices 3B Legal Notices

Department of Justice
Antitrust Division

Take notice that the United States has filed a proposed Final Judgment
in a civil antitrust case in the United States District Court for the District
of Columbia, United States of America v. Keysight Technologies, Inc. and
Civil Action No. (1:25-cv-01734). On June
2, 2025, the United States filed a Complaint alleging that Keysight's
proposed acquisition of Spirent would violate Section 7 of the Clayton
Act, 15 US.C. § 18. The proposed Final Judgment, filed at the same
time as the Complaint, regmres Keysight and Spirent to: divest to Viavi
Solutions Inc. property and assets related to or used in connection with
three of Spirent’s communications testing and measurement business
lines (high-speed ethernet, network security and channel emulation);
growde to Viavi the opportunm/ to employ relevant personnel of the
usinesses being divested; and obtain various transitional services
from Keysight and Spirent to support the divested businesses for limit-
ed periods. A Competitive Impact Statement filed by the United States
describes the Complaint, the proposed Final Judgment, the industry,
and the remedies available to private litigants who may have been in-
jured by the alleged violation.

Copies of the Complaint, proposed Final Judgment, and Competitive
Impact Statement are available for inspection on the Antitrust Divi-
sion’s website at http://www.justice.gov/atr and at the Office of the
Clerk of the United States District Court for the District of Columbia.

Interested persons may address comments to Jared Hughes, Assis-
tant Chief, Media, Entertainment, and Communications Section, Anti-
trust Division, Department of Justice, 450 Fifth Street NW, Suite 7000,
Washington, bc 20530, or via email at ATR.MEC. Informatlon@ustJ oV
within 60 days of the date of this notice. Such comments, including
the name of the submitter, and responses thereto, will be posted on
the Antitrust Division’s website, filed with the Court, and, under certain

circumstances, published in the Federal Register.

B Montgomery County

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
MONTGOMERY COUNTY

ANDREW J. BRENNER, et. al.
6003 Executive Blvd, Suite 101
Rockville, MD 20852
Substitute Trustees/Plaintiffs,

Vs,

JAMES L. HARRIGAN, JR.
15107 Interlachen Drive,
unit 62

Silver Spring, MD 20906
Defendant(s).

Case No0.C-15-CV-24-006679
NOTICE

Notice is hereby given this 9th
day of June, 2025, by the Circuit
Court for Montgomery County,
Maryland, that the sale of the
property mentioned in these
proceedings and described as
15107 Interlachen Drive, Unit
621, Silver Spring, MD 20906,
made and reported by the Sub-
stitute Trustee, will be RATIFIED
AND CONFIRMED, unless cause
to the contrary thereof be shown
on or before the 9th day of July,
2025, provided a copy of this
NOTICE be inserted in some daily
newspaper printed in said Coun-
, once in each of three succes-
sive weeks betore the 9th day
of July, 2025. The report states
the purchase price at the Fore-
closure sale to be $170,622.00.

KAREN A. BUSHELL
Clerk, Circuit Court for
Montgomery County,
Maryland

BWW#MD-372903

Jun 12,19,26, 2025 0012495420

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
MONTGOMERY COUNTY,
MARYLAND

ANDREW J. BRENNER, et. al.
6003 Executive Blvd, Suite 101
Rockville, MD 20852
Substitute Trustees/Plaintiffs,

VS.

JOHN L. VIGILANCE
MORRIS VIGILANCE
(DECEASED)

1012 Osage Street
Silver Spring, MD 20903
Defendant(s).

Case No. C-15-CV-24-004675
NOTICE

Notice is hereby given this 9th
day of June, 2025, by the Circuit
Court for Montgomery County,
Maryland, that the sale of the
property mentioned in these pro-
ceedings and described as 1012
Osage Street, Silver Spring,
MD 20903, made and reported
by the Substitute Trustee, will be
RATIFIED AND CONFIRMED, un-
less cause to the contrary there-
of be shown on or before the 9th
day of July, 2025, provided a
copy of this NOTICE be inserted
in some daily newspaper printed
in said County, once in each of
three successive weeks before
the 9th day of July, 2025. The
report states the purchase price
at the Foreclosure sale to be
$264,000.00.

KAREN A. BUSHELL

Clerk, Circuit Court for

Montgomery County,

Maryland

BWW# MD-371987
Jun 12,19,26, 2025

&3 Prince Georges County

0012495416

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY,
MARYLAND

John Ansell, et al.
Substitute Trustees
Plaintiffs,

V.

Jesse G Andrews, et al.
Defendants.

Case No. C-16-CV-23-000388
NOTICE

Notice is hereby issued this 2
day of June, 2025, that the sale
of the property in this case, 2701
Testway Ave, Fort Washington,
Maryland 20744, reported by
John Ansell, Jeremy B. Wilkins,

Robert A. Oliveri, Amanda Dris-
cole, Paul Heinmuller, John C.
Hanrahan, Kristopher Hawkins,
substitute Trustees, be ratified
and confirmed, unless cause
to the contrala/ 'be shown on or
before the 2 day of July, 2025,
provided a copy of this Notice be
inserted in The Washington Post,
a newspaper published in Prince
George's  County, Maryland,
once in each of three (3) suc-
cessive weeks on or before the
2 day of July, 2025. The report
states the amount of sale to be
$319,000.00.

Mahasin El Amin

Jun 5,12,19, 2025

&2 Howard County

0012495043

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
HOWARD COUNTY,
MARYLAND

KEITH YACKO, et al,
Substitute Trustee,
Plaintiff,

V.

LINCOLN A. COORE, et al,
Defendants.

Case No. C-13-CV-23-000587
NOTICE

Notice is hereby issued this
2nd day of June 2025, that the
sale of the property in this case,
11546 FOX RIVER DRIVE ELLI-
OTT C 21042, reported
by Kendall Clark Attorney or the
Substitute Trustee, be " ratified
and confirmed, unfess cause to
the contrary be shown on or be-
fore the 19th day of July, 2025,
Browded a copy of this Notice
e inserted in Washington Post,
a newspaper published in HOW-
ARD County, Maryland, once
in each of three (3) successive
weeks on or before the 19th
day of July, 2025. The report
states the amount of sale to be
$1,124,386.11.

Wayne A. Robel
Clerl

Jun 5,12,19, 2025

+. Business and
Financial
Opportunities
& /Serwces

0012495029

1375 Busu_1ess Broker
Services
DENTAL INSURANCE

from Physicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage for 350 plus
procedures. Real dental insurance
- NOT just a discount plan. Do not
wait! Call now! Get your FREE Den-
tal Information Kit with all the de-
tails! 1-855-337-5228
dental50plus.com/MDDC#6258

& (ity of Alexandria

TRUSTEE'S SALE OF
6300 Stevenson Avenue
Unit 1113,
Alexandria, VA 22304

In execution of a Deed of Trust
in the original principal amount
of $265,980.00 dated September

9, 2021 recorded among the
iand records of the Circuit Court
for City of Alexandria on Sep-
tember 30, 2021 as Instrument
Number: 210022850, the un-
dersigned_appointed Substitute
Trustee will offer for sale at pub-
lic auction, at the Main entrance
of the courthouse for the Circuit
Court of City of Alexandria, 520
King St., Alexandria, VA 22314 on
July 17, 2025 at 11:30 AM the
property described in said deed
of trust, located at the above
address and briefly described
as: Condominium Unit No. 1113
in the Sentinel of Landmark
Condominium, in_ accordance
with the Declaration and plat
attached thereto, duly recorded
|n Deed Book 1033, page 327, et

seq., among the land records of
the Clty of Alexandria, Virginia,
and further shown in Exhibits
attached thereto, all of which are
hereinafter referred to collective-
ly as the “Declaration”.

Together with the exclusive right
to use the limited common ele-
ment parking space identified
as Number 1113. Tax ID: 047.03-
0B-1113.

TERMS OF SALE: A bidder’s de-
posit of $11,000.00 or 10% of the
sale price, whichever is lower,
will be required in the form of
a certified or cashier's check.
Cash will not be accepted as a
deposit.  Settlement within fif-
teen (15) days of sale, otherwise
Trustee may forfeit deposit. Ad-
ditional terms to be announced
at sale. This is a communication
from a debt collector. This notice
is an attempt to collect on a debt
and any information obtained
will be used for that purpose.
(Trustee # 25-005207)

Substitute Trustee: ALG Trust-
ee, LLC C/O Orlans Law Group
PLLC PO Box 2548, Leesburg, VA
20177 (703) 777-7101 website:
www.Orlans.com The Vendor
XOME.COM will be used in con-
junction with this sale.

Jun 5,12,19, 2025 0012492790

TRUSTEE'S SALE OF
823 Queen Street,
Alexandria, VA 22314

In execution of a Deed of Trust
in the original principal amount
of $658,560.00 dated March 14,
2020 recorded among the land
records of the Circuit Court for
City of Alexandria on March 19,
2020 as_Instrument Number:
200004395, the undersigned ap-
pointed Substitute Trustee will
offer for sale at public auction, at
the Main entrance of the court-
house for the Circuit Court of
City of Alexandria, 520 King St.,
Alexandrla VA 22314 on July 17,

202 11:30 AM the property
descrlbed in said deed of trust,
located at the above address
and briefly described as: ALL
THAT CERTAIN LOT OR PARCEL
OF LAND, TOGETHER WITH IM-
PROVEMENTS THEREON LOCAT-
ED IN THE CITY OF ALEXANDRIA,
VIRGINIA, AND BEING DESCRIBED
AS FOLLOWS:

BEGINNING ON THE NORTH SIDE
OF QUEEN STREET, 54 FEET
MORE OR LESS, EAST OF AL-
FRED STREET, AND AT THE EAST
LINE OF JUSTUS SCHNEIDER'S;
THENCE RUNNING EASTWARDLY
AND BINDING ON QUEEN STREET,
13 FEET 4 INCHES TO THE WEST
LINE OF JULIA S. MOORE'S LOT,
THENCE NORTHWARDLY PARAL-
LEL TO ALFRED STREET 100 FEET
TO AN ALLEY 13 FEET 7 INCHES
WIDE; THENCE WESTWARDLY
BINDING ON SAID ALLEY AND
PARALLEL TO QUEEN STREET,
13 FEET 4 INCHES TO SCHNEI-
DER'S LINE; THENCE SOUTH
WITH SCHNEIDER'S LINE AND
PARALLEL WITH ALFRED STREET,
100 FEET TO THE BEGINNING, TO-
GETHER WITH THE RIGHTS AND
APPURTENANCES TO THE SAID
LOT OF GROUND BELONGING
OR IN ANY WISE APPERTAINING,
AND ESPECIALLY THE USE IN
COMMON WITH OTHERS ENTI-
TLED THERETO OF THE SAID AL-
LEY 13 FEET 7 INCHES WIDE AND
OF THE ALLEY BINDING ON THE
EAST OF THE LOT HEREBY CON-
VEYED AND LAID OUT BETWEEN
THE LOT OF THE SAID JULIA S.
MOORE AND THE LOT HEREBY
CONVEYED Tax ID: 064.04-01-32.

TERMS OF SALE: A bidder’s de-
posit of $15,000.00 or 10% of the
sale price, ‘whichever is lower,
will be required in the form of
a certified or cashier's check.
Cash will not be accepted as a
deposit.  Settlement within fif-
teen (15) days of sale, otherwise
Trustee may forfeit deposit. Ad-
ditional terms to be announced
at sale. This is a communication
from a debt collector. This notice
is an attempt to collect on a debt
and any information obtained
will be used for that purpose.
(Trustee # 25-006101)

Substitute Trustee: ALG Trust-
ee, LLC C/O Orlans Law Group
PLLC PO Box 2548, Leesburg, VA
20177 (703) 777-7101

website: www.Orlans.com

Jun 5,12,19, 2025 0012492768

R Fairfax County

TRUSTEE'S SALE OF
6903 Newby Hall Court,
Clifton, VA 20124

In execution of a Deed of Trust
in the original principal amount
of $385,000.00 dated August
15, 2007 recorded among the
land records of the Circuit Court
for Fairfax County on June 1
2010 as Instrument Number:
2010016729.011, the under-
signed  ap ointed  Substitute
Trustee will offer for sale at
public auction, at the Main en-
trance of the courthouse for the
Circuit Court of Fairfax County,
4110 Chain Bridge Rd, Fairfax,
VA 22030 on July 17, 2025 at
1:45 PM the property described
in said deed of trust, located at
the above address and briefly
described as:

Lot 4, EVENING HILLS, as the
same appears dugf dedicated,
platted and recorded in Deed
Book 7012 at Page 364, among
the land records of Fairfax Coun-
ty, Virginia. Tax ID: 0742 03 0004.

TERMS OF SALE: A bidder's de-
posit of $12,000.00 or 10% of the
sale price, ‘whichever is lower,
will be required in the form of
a certified or cashier's check.
Cash will not be accepted as a
deposit. Settlement within fif-
teen (15) days of sale, otherwise
Trustee may forfeit deposit. Ad-
ditional terms to be announced
at sale. This is a communication
from a debt collector. This notice
is an attempt to collect on a debt
and any information obtained
will be used for that purpose.
(Trustee # 25-001174)

Substitute Trustee: ALG Trust-
ee, LLC C/O Orlans Law Group
PLLC PO Box 2548, Leesburg, VA
20177 (703) 777- 7101 website:
www.Orlans.com

Jun 5,12,19, 2025 0012492800

WSSC\/\/ATER

DELIVERING THE ESSENTIAL

Public Notice

WSSC Water Amends Temporary
Water Bill Amnesty Program

On June 9, 2025, the Washington Suburban
Sanitary Commission (WSSC) adopted an
amendment to the Temporary Water Bill Amnesty
Program to further assist income-eligible
customers with delinquent water/sewer bills. The
current program runs through October 31, 2025.

The amendment to the Temporary Amnesty
Water Bill Program adds a provision for eligible
customers to receive the High Bill Adjustment
benefit set forth in Chapter 3.45.100 of the
WSSC Code of Regulations for bills that qualify
for the High Bill Adjustment and which are part
of the eligible balance.

A copy of the signed resolution can be found
here: www.wsscwater.com/GC-amend-25.

For more information and to apply, visit
www.wsscwater.com/getcurrent.

The EFFECTIVE DATE OF THE AMENDMENT
TO THE TEMPORARY AMNESTY PROGRAM IS
JULY 15, 2025.

NOTICE OF WILLINGNESS
Colchester Road Sidewalk Improvement Project

The Prince William County Department of Transportation (PWC DOT),
in cooperation with the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT)
and the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), proposes the con-
struction of missing segments of sidewalk on the west side of Col-
chester Road from the existing termini south of Dorothy Lane to the
intersection with Featherstone Road, on the east side of Colchester
Road from Walnut Street to the intersection with Featherstone Road,
and on the southeast corner of the intersection of Colchester Road,
Featherstone Road, and Blackburn Road. The Project also includes: a
signal modification to install two additional crosswalks at the intersec-
tion; improvements to bring the intersection into compliance with the
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA); and, pedestrian push buttons.

The project is state/federally funded, through the specialized state/
federal MAP21/TAP and Transportation Enhancement Funds to be
constructed via the VDOT LAP Process. The sidewalk construction will
require the dedication of right-of-way and easements.

In accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and
23 CFR 771, a Programmatic Categorical Exclusion (PCE) has been pre-
pared under an agreement between VDOT and FHWA for the ro ect.
The project will not impact resources protected by Section 4( the
Department of Transportation Act or Section 106 of the Natlonal His-
toric Preservation Act.

are available to view online at:
transportation/current-road-projects

Written comments may be submitted within 15 calendar days follow-
ing the date of this Notice of Willingness. Comments may be mailed to
Mekdes Tabor, Project Manager, 5 County Complex Court, Suite 290,
Prince Wllllam VA 22192 or emailed to Mtabor@pwcgov.or: (please
mclulde )Colchester Road Sidewalk Improvement Project in the sub-
ject line)

Review of the project design exhibit and the environmental document
JDttps://www.pweva.gov/department/

If there are concerns that cannot be satisfied through this comment
process, Prince William County is willing to hold a public hearing. You
may request that a public hearing be held by sending a written re-
quest to Mekdes Tabor, Project Manager, 5 County Complex Court,
Suite 290, Prince William, VA 22192 or email to Mtabor@pwegov.ors

within 15 calendar days followmg the date of this Notice of Willing-
ness. Please include Colchester Road Sidewalk Improvement Project
in the subject line. If a request for a public hearing is received, a notice
of date, time and place of the hearing will be posted.

Prince William County ensures nondiscrimination and equal employ-
ment in all programs and activities in accordance with Title VI and Title
VIl of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. If you need special assistance for
persons with disabilities or limited English proficiency, contact PWC
DOT at 703-792-6825.

Federal Project Number
TAP-5B01(683)

VDOT Project Number
EN94-076-379
P101, R201, C-501
UPC #125406

PWC DOT Project Number
SPR2025-00343

T Prince Georges County | K&l Prince Georges County

Robertson, Anschutz, Schneid & Crane, LLC
11350 McCormick Road, EP 1, Suite 302
Hunt Valley, MD 21031
470-321-7112

TRUSTEES’ SALE OF
VALUABLE FEE SIMPLE PROPERTY
KNOWN AS
1916 RED 0AK DRIVE
ADELPHI, MD 20783

Under a power of sale contained in that Deed of Trust dated
February 24, 2006, and recorded in Liber 24741, folio 503,
of the land records of PRINCE GEORGE’S COUNTY with an
original principal balance of $328,000.00, default having
occurred under the terms thereof, the appomted Substitute
Trustees will offer for sale at public auction at THE PRINCE
GEORGE'S COUNTY COURTHOUSE LOCATED AT FRONT OF
THE DUVAL WING OF THE COURTHOUSE COMPLEX 14735
MAIN ST, UPPER MARLBORO, MD 20772 ON,

JUNE 23, 2025 at 2:00 PM

ALL THAT FEE SIMPLE LOT OF GROUND together with any
buildings or improvements thereon situated in PRINCE
GEORGE’S COUNTY, MD, located at the above address and
more fully described in the aforementioned Deed of Trust.

TAX ID# - 17-1883784

The property and improvements will be sold in an “AS
IS” physical condition without warranty of any kind and
subject to all conditions, restrictions and agreements of
record affecting the same, including any condominium or
homeowners assgciation assessments pursuant to MD Real
Property Article A§ 11-110 and A§ 11B-117.

TERMS OF SALE: A non-refundable bidder's deposit of
$27,000.00 by cashier's/certified check or such other form
as the Substitute Trustee may determine, in their sole
discretion, required at time of sale except for the party
secured by the Deed of Trust. Risk of loss on purchaser
from date and time of auction. The balance of the purchase
price together with interest thereon at 7.875% per annum
from date of sale to receipt of purchase price by Substitute
Trustees must be paid by cashier's check within 10 days
after final ratification of sale. The noteholder shall not be
obligated to pay interest if it is the purchaser. There will be
no abatement of interest due from the purchaser in the event
that additional funds are tendered before settlement or if
settlement is delayed for any reason. All real estate taxes
and other public charges and/or assessments to be adjusted
as of the date of sale and thereafter assumed by purchaser.
If applicable, any condominium and/or homeowners
association dues and assessments that may become due
after the date of sale shall be purchaser’s responsibility.
Purchaser shall pay all transfer, documentary and recording
taxes/fees and all other settlement costs. Purchaser is
responsible for obtaining possession of the property. Time
is of the essence for the purchaser. If purchaser defaults,
deposit will be forfeited and property resold at the risk and
cost of the defaulting purchaser who shall be liable for any
deficiency in the purchase price and all costs, expenses and
attorney’s fees of both sales. If Substitute Trustees do not
convey title for any reason, purchaser’s sole remedy is return
of deposit without interest. This sale is subject to post-sale
audit of the status of the loan secured by the Deed of Trust
including but not limited to determining whether prior to
sale a bankruptcy was filed; forbearance, repayment or
other agreement was entered into; or loan was reinstated
or paid off. In any such event this sale shall be null and
void and purchaser’s sole remedy shall be return of deposit
without interest. File No. (21-105151)

KEITH YACKO, DAVID WILLIAMSON,
Substitute Trustees

w N
HARVEY ES
T

AUCT[ONEERS LLC
300 E. Joppa R
Hampton Piaza - e 108
Baltmore, MD 2
410-769-9797

Jun 5,12,19, 2025 0012491412
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NOTICE OF PERMIT APPLICATION AND
TENTATIVE DETERMINATION
U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

The EPA is providing notice of its tentative determination to issue a
research permit pursuant to the Marine Protection, Research and
Sanctuaries Act to Carboniferous, Inc. for the transportatlon and dis-
position of materials into ocean waters as part of a research project.
The research project would take place in the Orca Basin, located in the
Gulf of America apprommatelg 168 miles south of Terrebonne Parish,
Louisiana. The EPA invites public comment until July 14, 2025, on its
tentative determination to issue a research permit to Carboniferous,
Inc. and on the conditions of the proposed research permit (Proposed
Permit No. EPA-HQ-MPRSA-2025-001). Any person may submit written
comments through the public docket at www.regulations.gov [regula-
mgﬂl (search for Docket ID EPA-HQ-OW-2025-0198). The EPA will
consider comments submitted during the comment period to inform
its final determination on whether to issue a research permit to Car-
boniferous, Inc. The EPA may add, remove or revise permit conditions
in response to comments received during the public comment period
and to ensure compliance with other federal statutes. Additional in-
formation and updates about the permitting status of the proposed
research project are available on the EPA’s website at www.epa.gov/
carboniferous [epa.gov].

Under Section 102 of the MPRSA, the EPA may issue permits for the
transportation and disposition of materials into the ocean when it
determines that the disposition would not unreasonably degrade or
endanger human health, welfare or amenities, the marine environ-
ment, ecological systems or economic potentlalltles More informa-
tion about the MPRSA and research permits is available on the EPAs
website at www.epa.gov/marine-protection-permitting [epa.gov]

NOTICE OF VIRTUAL HEARING
DEVELOPMENT IMPACT TAX FOR TRANSPORTATION
IMPROVEMENTS AND DEVELOPMENT IMPACT TAX FOR
PUBLIC SCHOOL IMPROVEMENTS
MANDATORY RATE ADJUSTMENT

Pursuant to Sections 52-49, 52-55, and 52-59 of the Montgomery
County Code a virtual public hearing will be held at 2:00 PM on Mon-
day, June 16th at the following numbers and address:

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82656892591

One tap mobile .
+13017158592,,826568925914# US (Washington DC)
+19294362866,,826568925914# US (New York)

Dial by your location

+1 301715 8592 US (Washington DC)
+1 929 436 2866 US (New York)

+1 305 224 1968 US

+1 309 205 3325 US .

+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)

+1 646 931 3860 US

+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)

+1 360 209 5623 US

+1 386 347 5053 US

+1 507 473 4847 US

+1564 217 2000 US

+1 669 444 9171 US

+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)

+1 689 278 1000 US

+1719 359 4580 US

+1 253 205 0468 US

5 8782 US (Tacoma)
Meeting ID: 826 5689 2591

Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/keINTWWpj2

The hearing is concerning the levy and imposition of the Development
Impact Tax for Transportation Improvements and the Development
Impact Tax for Public School Improvements.

Under Section 52-49 of the Montgomery County Code the Director of
Finance must adjust the tax rates for each transportation impact tax
district by the cumulative increase or decrease in a published con-
struction cost index specified by regulation for the two most recent
calendar years. The Director must calculate the adjustment to the
nearest multiple of 5 cents for rates per square foot of gross floor
area or one dollar for rates per dwelling unit.

Under Section 52-55 of the Montgomery County Code the Director of
Finance must adjust the tax rates for each school impact tax district
in accordance with the update to the Growth and Infrastructure Poli-
cy using the latest student generation rates and school construction
cost data. The Director must calculate the adjustment to the nearest
multiple of one dollar. Under Section 52-59 of the Montgomery Coun-
ty Code the Director of Finance must adjust the Utilization Premium
P?ymelgjt I&Imd also calculate the adjustment to the nearest multiple
of one dollar.

Information on the mandatory rate adjustments is available at the fol-
lowing office: Montgomery County Department of Finance on the 15th
floor of the Executive Office Building, 101 Monroe Street, Rockville,
Maryland. The phone number is 240-777-8860.

Written statements may be submitted to Michael J. Coveyou, Director
of Finance, 101 Monroe Street, 15th Floor, Rockville, Maryland 20850.
Interpreter services are available for deaf and hearing-impaired cit-
izens. These services can only be guaranteed with five (5) days ad-
vance notice. This facility is accessible to the handicapped. DEPT:
Finance-Director’s Office' FULL MAIL ADDRESS: 101 Monroe Street,
7|7ft7e<§g})t(1) Floor EOB, Rockville, Maryland 20850 PHONE NUMBER: 240-

SHERIFF'S SALE
VALUABLE REAL PROPERTY

STATE OF MARYLAND
MONTGOMERY COUNTY, TO WIT:

By virtue of a Writ of Execution issued by the District Court for Mont-
gomery County, Maryland, and to me as Sheriff of said County, direct-
ed at the suit of Section-Two Center Court Condominium vs. Kissy
Anne Lluberes Luna in the District Court for Montﬁomew county,
Maryland Case No. 06-01-0013856-2020 have this 20th day of Decem-
ber 2024, seized and taken into execution all the right and title, claim,
interest, and estate, at the time the judgment became a lien on the
property, both at law and in equity of the said Kissy Anne Lluberes
Luna, of, m to, and about the following described property to wit:

Real Property of Kissy Anne Lluberes Luna, located at 10024
Stedwick Road, Unit 301, Gaithersburg, MD 20886 and further
10024-301 in Block or Building
numbered 3 in the Plan of Condominium Subdivision known as
“SECTION - TWO, CENTER COURT, CONDOMINIUM MONTGOMERY
VILLAGE", as the same is recorded among the Condominium re-
cords for Montgomery County, Maryland in Condominium Plat
book 13 at Plats 1349 throug 1352 and Plan Book 14 at Plat
1353 through 1402, and as the same is established as “SEC-
TION-TWO, CENTER COURT, CONDOMINIUM MONTGOMERY VIL-
LAGE", as per Declaration dated August 12, 1974 and Recorded
in Liber 4561, Folio 373 among the Land Records of Montgomery
County, Maryland

BEING the same property which, by Special Warranty Deed dated
March 18, 1989, and recorded March 20, 1989 among the Land
Records of the County of Montgomery, Maryland, in Liber 8741,
Folio 358, was granted and conveyed by Ruth Frances Woodcock
unto Gholam Reza Samimi and Shahin Bolouri Samimi, tenants
by the entirety.

Being the same property conveyed unto Kissy Anne Lluberes ,
by deed recorded in Liber 55007 at Folio 101 among the land
records of Montgomery County, Maryland.

Purchasers should be aware that they are purchasm$ Kissy Anne Llu-
beres Luna interest only. The described property will be sold subject
to reservations of title, subject to liens of records, and to all claims
known and unknown. To obtain clear title, the cost of conveyance and
outstanding senior liens must be paid by the purchaser.

| herebg give notice that I will sell all the right, title, claim, interest and
estate both in law and in equity of the said Kissy Anne Liuberes Luna,
and, of, in, to, and about the above-described property to the hlghest
bidder for cash at the Maryland Avenue entrance of the Judicial Cen-
ter, 50 Maryland Avenue, Rockville, Maryland on Wednesday, July 2nd,
2025 at 10:15 am.

TERMS OF SALE:

A deposit of five thousand dollars ($5,000.00) of the purchase price
will be required at the time of the sale, balance due within 10 days
after ratification from the courts. Deposit and remaining balance must
be paid in U.S. currency, certified check, or cashier’s check. No per-
sonal or business checks will be accepted. To be eligible to bid you
must have a government issued photo ID (i.e., Driver's License) and
five thousand dollars ($5,000.00) deposit in hand.

In the event of default by said purchaser and at their risk and ex-
penses, the Sheriff may declare the deposit forfeited and resell the
premises. In such event the defaulting purchaser will be liable for
Payment of all costs and expenses of both sales. The forfeited deposit,
less expenses, will be credited towards the judgment after the final
ratification. This sale will be final after ratification from the courts.

Maxwell C. Uy, Sheriff
Montgomery County, Maryland

Jun 12, 2025 0012495191

A inne Arundel County | Anne Arundel County JIEZ3 Anne Arundel County
COHN, GOLDBERG & DEUTSCH, LLC
1099 WINTERSON ROAD, SUITE 301
LINTHICUM HEIGHTS, MARYLAND 21090

www.cgd-law.com/sales

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES’ SALE

OF UNIMPROVED RESIDENTIAL LOTS

LOCATED ON
ANNAPOLIS, MD 21401

YAWL ROAD AND SYDNEY CIRCLE

Under a power of sale contained in a certain Purchase Money Deed of Trust, Assignment of
Leases and Rents, Fixture Filing and Security Agreement from Athens Annapolis Property
Owner LLC dated June 1, 2022 and recorded in Liber 39007, Folio 437 among the Land
Records of Anne Arundel County, MD, (Case No. C-02-CV-25-001158) default having
occurred under the terms thereof, the Substitute Trustees will sell at public auction at the
Circuit Court for Anne Arundel County, at the Court House Door, 8 Church Circle, Annapolis,

MD 21401, on

JULY 2, 2025 AT 10:30 AM

ALL THOSE FEE SIMPLE LOTS OF GROUND situated in Anne Arundel County, MD and more

fully described in the aforesaid Deed of Trust.

zalm‘

RZ&T Prince William County

Trustee’s Sale
4715 LEHIGH COURT,
WOODBRIDGE, VA 22193
(Parcel ID: 002265)

Default having been made in the
terms of a certain Deed of Trust
dated 12/15/2014, in the original
principal amount of $270,019.00
and recorded in the Clerk's Of-
fice of the Circuit Court of the
Prince William County, Virginia on
12/16/2014, as_Instrument No.
20140122160090578, Rerecorded

William County Circuit Court,
9311 Lee Ave, Manassas, VA
20110, the property designated
as 4715 LEHIGH COURT, WOOD-
BRIDGE, VA 22193. All that cer-
tain lot or parcel of land, with
any and all improvements there-
on and appurtenances thereunto
belonglng lying, being and situ-
ated in:

Lot 41, Section 9C-1, Dale City, as
the same is duly dedicated, plat-
ted and recorded in Deed Book
669 at Page 265, among the land
records of Prince William County,
Virginia.

TERMS: CASH. A deposit of
$27,001.90 or 10% of the sale
Bnce whichever is lower, will
e required of the successful
bidder at time of sale. Prior to
the sale, interested bidders will
be required to r §|ster with and
must present a bid deposit which
may be held during the sale by
the trustee. The bid deposit must
be certified funds and/or cash,
but no more than $9,900.00 of
cash will be accepted. The suc-
cessful bidder’s deposit will be
retained at the sale and applied
to the sale price. If held by the
trustee, all other bid deposits
will be returned to the unsuc-
cessful bidders. Settlement is
to be made within 15 days. The
successful bidder will be respon-
sible for obtaining possession of
the property, and for all costs
and fees related to recording
the Trustee’s Deed, includin
the grantors tax. The' successfu
bidder will be required to exe-
cute a Memorandum of Trustee’s
Sale, available for review upon
request before the sale, outlining
additional terms of sale and set-
tlement. A Trustee’s Deed will be
ﬁrepared by Trustee's attorney at
igh bidder's expense. This is a
communication from a debt col-
lector. Vylla Solutions - Virginia,
LLC, 283 Constitution Drive, Suite
102, Office B, Virginia Beach, VA
23462, File No. 2432311,
Tel: 888-313-1969

Apr 24,May 1,8,15,22,29,Jun 5,12,19,26,Jul 3,
025 0012491460

R8T Prince William County

TRUSTEE'S SALE OF
704 Redgate Lane,
Woodbridge, VA 22191

In execution of a Deed of Trust
in the original principal amount
of $200,000.00 dated April 27,
2023 recorded among the land
records of the Circuit Court for
Prince William County on April
28, 2023 as Instrument Number:
202304280020807 the under-
signed  ap ointed  Substitute
Trustee will offer for sale at
public auction, at the Main en-
trance of the courthouse for the
Circuit Court of Prince William
County, 9311 Lee Ave, Manassas,
VA 20110 on July 17, 2025 at
4:15 PM the property described
in said deed of trust, located at
the above address and briefly
described as: The following de-
scribed property located in the
County of Prince William, State
of Virginia:

Lot 52A, Belmont Center, BEL-
MONT BAY VILLA'S, Land Bays
10 and 11, as the same is duly
dedicated, platted and re-
corded as Instrument Number
200405050076501 (platted
200405050076502), among the
Land Records of Prince William
Counh{J Virginia, and Resubdi-
vided by Deed of Boundary Line
Adjustment recorded as Instru-
ment Number 2005022300286 13
(platted 200502230028614). Tax
ID: 8492-23-2842.

TERMS OF SALE: A bidder’s de-
posit of $11,000.00 or 10% of the
sale price, ‘whichever is lower,
will be required in the form of
a certified or cashier's check.
Cash will not be accepted as a
deposit. ~ Settlement within fif-
teen (15) days of sale, otherwise
Trustee may forfeit deposit. Ad-
ditional terms to be announced
at sale. This is a communication
from a debt collector. This notice
is an attempt to collect on a debt
and any information obtained
will be used for that purpose.
(Trustee # 24-016174)

Substitute Trustee: ALG Trust-
ee, LLC C/O Orlans Law Group
PLLC PO Box 2548, Leesburg, VA
20177 (703) 777-7101 website:
www.Orlans.com

Jun 5,12,19, 2025

0012492902

1) 0 Yawl Road, Lot 01, Annapolis, Maryland 21401. Parcel ID: 06-026-90230661
2) 0 Yawl Road, Lot 02, Annapolis, Maryland 21401. Parcel ID: 06-026-90230662
3) 0 Yawl Road. Lot 03, Annapolis, Maryland 21401. Parcel ID: 06-026-90230663
4) 0 Yawl Road, Lot 04, Annapolis, Maryland 21401. Parcel ID: 06-026-90230664
5) 0 Yawl Road, Lot 05, Annapolis, Maryland 21401. Parcel ID: 06-026-90230665
6) 0 Yawl Road, Lot 06, Annapolis, Maryland 21401. Parcel ID: 06-026-90230666
7) 0 Yawl Road, Lot 07, Annapolis, Maryland 21401. Parcel ID: 06-026-90230667
8) 0 Yawl Road, Lot 08, Annapolis, Maryland 21401. Parcel ID: 06-026-90230668
9) 0 Yawl Road, Lot 09, Annapolis, Maryland 21401. Parcel ID: 06-026-90230669
10) 0 Yawl Road, Lot 10, Annapolis, Maryland 21401. Parcel ID: 06-026-90230670
11) 0 Yawl Road, Lot 11, Annapolis, Maryland 21401. Parcel ID: 06-026-90230671
12) 0 Yawl Road, Lot 12, Annapolis, Maryland 21401. Parcel ID: 06-026-90230672
13) 0 Yawl Road, Lot 13, Annapolis, Maryland 21401. Parcel ID: 06-026-90230673
14) 0 Yawl Road, Lot 14, Annapolis, Maryland 21401. Parcel ID: 06-026-90230674
15) 0 Yawl Road, Lot 15, Annapolis, Maryland 21401. Parcel ID: 06-026-90230675
16) 0 Yawl Road, Lot 16, Annapolis, Maryland 21401. Parcel ID: 06-026-90230676
17) 0 Yawl Road, Lot 17, Annapolis, Maryland 21401. Parcel ID: 06-026-90230677
18) 0 Yawl Road, Lot 18, Annapolis, Maryland 21401. Parcel ID: 06-026-90230678
19) 0 Yawl Road, Lot 19, Annapolis, Maryland 21401. Parcel ID: 06-026-90230679
20) 0 Yawl Road, Lot 20, Annapolis, Maryland 21401. Parcel ID: 06-026-90230680
21) 0 Yawl Road, Lot 21, Annapolis, Maryland 21401. Parcel ID: 06-026-90230681
22) 0 Yawl Road, Lot 22, Annapolis, Maryland 21401. Parcel ID: 06-026-90230682
23) 0 Yawl Road, Lot 23, Annapolis, Maryland 21401. Parcel ID: 06-026-90230683
24) 0 Yawl Road, Lot 24, Annapolis, Maryland 21401. Parcel ID: 06-026-90230684
25) 0 Yawl Road, Lot 25, Annapolis, Maryland 21401. Parcel ID: 06-026-90230685
26) 0 Yawl Road, Lot 26, Annapolis, Maryland 21401. Parcel ID: 06-026-90230686
27) 0 Yawl Road, Lot 27, Annapolis, Maryland 21401. Parcel ID: 06-026-90230687
28) 0 Yawl Road, Lot 28, Annapolis, Maryland 21401. Parcel ID: 06-026-90230688
29) 0 Yawl Road, Lot 29, Annapolis, Maryland 21401. Parcel ID: 06-026-90230689
30) 0 Yawl Road, Lot 30, Annapolis, Maryland 21401. Parcel ID: 06-026-90230690
31) 0 Yawl Road, Lot 31, Annapolis, Maryland 21401. Parcel ID: 06-026-90230691
32) 0 Sydney Circle, Lot 32, Annapolis, Maryland 21401. Parcel ID: 06-026-90230692
33) 0 Sydney Circle, Lot 33, Annapolis, Maryland 21401. Parcel ID: 06-026-90230693
34) 0 Sydney Circle, Lot 34, Annapolis, Maryland 21401. Parcel ID: 06-026-90230694
35) 0 Sydney Circle, Lot 35, Annapolis, Maryland 21401. Parcel ID: 06-026-90230695
36) 0 Sydney Circle, Lot 36, Annapolis, Maryland 21401. Parcel ID: 06-026-90230696
37) 0 Sydney Circle, Lot 37, Annapolis, Maryland 21401. Parcel ID: 06-026-90230697
38) 0 Sydney Circle, Lot 38, Annapolis, Maryland 21401. Parcel ID: 06-026-90230698
39) 0 Sydney Circle, Lot 39, Annapolis, Maryland 21401. Parcel ID: 06-026-90230699
40) 0 Sydney Circle, Lot 40, Annapolis, Maryland 21401. Parcel ID: 06-026-90230700
41) 0 Sydney Circle, Lot 41, Annapolis, Maryland 21401. Parcel ID: 06-026-90230701
42) 0 Sydney Circle, Lot 42, Annapolis, Maryland 21401. Parcel ID: 06-026-90230702
43) 0 Sydney Circle, Lot 43, Annapolis, Maryland 21401. Parcel ID: 06-026-90230703
44) 0 Sydney Circle, Lot 44, Annapolis, Maryland 21401. Parcel ID: 06-026-90230704
45) 0 Sydney Circle, Lot 45, Annapolis, Maryland 21401. Parcel ID: 06-026-90230705
46) 0 Sydney Circle, Lot 46, Annapolis, Maryland 21401. Parcel ID: 06-026-90230706
47) 0 Sydney Circle, Lot 47, Annapolis, Maryland 21401. Parcel ID: 06-026-90230707
48) 0 Sydney Circle, Lot 48, Annapolis, Maryland 21401. Parcel ID: 06-026-90230708
4?21001pen Space Parcels A, B, C, and D (18.42 combined acres), Annapolis, Maryland

21401
Parcel ID: 06-026-90230709

The properties will be sold in an “AS IS” condition and subject to conditions, restrictions,
existing building and/or environmental violations, agreements of record affecting the same,
if any, and with no warranty either expressed or implied as to the description of the condition
of the property or improvements.

Terms of Sale: The properties will be sold as an entirety. A deposit of $250,000 in the form of
a cashier’s check or money order, at the time of sale will be required of all purchasers other
than the holder of the Deed of Trust. The deposit must be increased to 10% of the purchase
price within 3 business days after the sale, and delivered to the office of Substitute Trustees
in the same form as the initial deposit. Balance of the purchase price is to be paid in cash
within ten (10) business days of the final ratification of sale by the Circuit Court for Anne
Arundel County. If payment of the balance does not take place within ten (10) business days
of the date of ratification of sale, then at the discretion of the Substitute Trustees either the
deposit will be forfeited or the property will be resold at the risk and expense of the defaulting
purchaser. The defaulting purchaser shall not be entitled to any surplus proceeds or profits
resulting from any resale of the property. Interest to be paid on unpaid purchase money at
the rate pursuant to the Deed of Trust note from date of sale to the date funds are received in
the office of the Substitute Trustees, in the event the property is purchased by someone other
than the note holder. In the event the settlement is delayed for any reason and the property
is purchased by someone other than the note holder, there shall be no abatement of interest
caused by the delay. Taxes, water rent, ground rent, condominium fees, and/or homeowners
association dues, if applicable, to be adjusted to the date of sale and assumed thereafter
by the purchaser. All other public charges and assessments payable on an annual basis,
including sanitary and/or metropolitan district charges to be adjusted for the current year to
date of sale and assumed thereafter by the purchaser. Cost of all documentary stamps and
transfer taxes shall be borne by the purchaser.
If the Substitute Trustees are unable to convey good and marketable title, the purchaser's
sole remedy in law or equity shall be limited to the refund of the deposit. Upon refund of
the deposit, the sale shall be void and of no effect, and the purchaser shall have no further
claim against the Substitute Trustees. The purchaser at the foreclosure sale shall assume
the risk of loss for the property immediately after the sale. (CGD File # 463010)

Richard E. Solomon, et al.
Substitute Trustees

LICENSE NOS. A000113, A000176, A00%10707,0/-§\3000193, A000424, A000479, A000507,
A0005

Jun 12,19,26, 2025

BT Prince William County

TRUSTEE’'S SALE OF
14333 Belleville Avenue,
Woodbridge, VA 22193

In execution of a Deed of Trust
in the original principal amount
of $308,592.00 dated January
20, 2021 recorded among the
jand records of the Circuit Court
for Prince William County on
April 12, 2021 as Instrument
Number: 202104120043932, the
undersigned appointed Substi-
tute Trustee will offer for sale
at public auction, at the Main
entrance of the courthouse
for the Circuit Court of Prince
Wwilliam County, 9311 Lee Ave,
Manassas, VA 20110 on July 17,
2025 at 4:15 PM the property
described in said deed of trust,
located at the above address
and briefly described as: Situate
in the County of Prince William,
Virginia, and being more particu-
larly described as follows:

Lot 95, Section 2, DALE CITY, as
the same appears duly dedicat-
ed, platted, and recorded in Deed
Book 379 at Page 253, among the
land records of Prince William
County, Virginia.

Tax ID: 8291-48-0255.

TERMS OF SALE: A bidder’s de-
posit of $12,000.00 or 10% of the
sale price, whichever is lower,
will be required in the form of
a certified or cashier's check.
Cash will not be accepted as a
deposit.  Settlement within fif-
teen (15) days of sale, otherwise
Trustee may forfeit dep05|t Ad-
ditional terms to be announced
at sale. This is a communication
from a debt collector. This notice
is an attempt to collect on a debt
and any information obtained
will be used for that purpose
(Trustee # 25-005421)

Substitute Trustee: ALG Trust-
ee, LLC C/O Orlans Law Group
PLLC PO Box 2548, Leesburg, VA
20177 (703) 777- 7101 website:
www.Orlans.com The Vendor
XOME.COM will be used in con-
junction with this sale.

Jun 5,12,19, 2025 0012492791

WELL+BEING
Tips and
guidance on
food, fitness and
mental health.

washingtonpost.com/wellbeing
50437 1x1.5]

York Road « To

@ ALEX COOPER

auclioneers

on, MD 2120
www.alexcoopercom

& 1 oudoun County

Trustee’s Sale
43856 CHLOE TERRACE,
ASHBURN, VA 20147
(Parcel ID: 085-47-6763-000)

Default having been made in
the terms of a certain Deed of
Trust dated 10/22/2004, in the
original principal amount  of
$283,500.00 and recorded in the
Clerk’s Office of the Circuit Court
of the Loudoun County, Virginia
on 10/25/2004, as Instrument
No. 20041025+ 0114416 the un-
dersigned Substitute Trustees
will sell at public auction on
7/28/2025 at 10:00 AM, Main
entrance of the Circuit Court
Of Loudon County, 18 E. Market
St., Leesburg, Virginia 20176, the
property designated as 43856
CHLOE TERRACE, ASHBURN, VA
20147. All that certain lot or par-
cel of land, with any and all im-
provements thereon and appur-
tenances thereunto belonging,
lying, being and situated in:

Lot 28-A, Section 14, Ashburn
Village, as the same appears dul
dedicated, platted and recor
ed in Deed Book 1011 at page
1657, among the land records of
Loudoun County, Virginia.

TERMS: CASH. A deposit of
$28,350.00 or 10% of the sale
grlce, whichever is lower, will
e required of the successful
bidder at time of sale. Prior to
the sale, interested bidders will
be required to register with and
must present a bid deposit which
may be held during the sale by
the trustee. The bid deposit must
be certified funds and/or cash,
but no more than $9,900.00 of
cash will be accepted. The suc-
cessful bidder's deposit will be
retained at the sale and applied
to the sale price. If held by the
2 ther bid deposits
will be returned to the unsuc-
cessful bidders. Settlement is
to be made within 15 days. The
successful bidder will be respon-
sible for obtaining possession of
the property, and for all costs
and fees related to recording
the Trustee’s Deed, includin
the grantors tax. The' successfu
bidder will be required to exe-
cute a Memorandum of Trustee’s
Sale, available for review upon
request before the sale, outlining
additional terms of salé and set-
tlement. A Trustee’s Deed will be
ﬁrepared by Trustee’s attorney at
igh bidder's expense. This is a
communication from a debt col-
lector. Vylla Solutions - Virginia,
LLC, 283 Constitution Drive, Suite
102, Office B, Virginia Beach, VA
23462, File No. 25-34524,
Tel: 888-313-1969
May 22,29,Jun 5,12,19,26,Jul 3,10,17,24, 2025
0012493670

MARYLAND
Roommates

Ft Wash Sr. Disab/rehab home, rms
in bsmt, fkit, 1ba, w/d, util incl. no
metro. $850 up + SD. 202-568-0792

Silver Spring-walk Metro, shr qui-
et wonderful house. Big BR $699,
$660. NS, NP. Util incl. 301-593-2435

0012495075

Houses Wanted
to Buy
WE BUY HOUSES
We Buy Houses for Cash AS IS!
No repairs. No fuss. Any condition.
Easy three step process: Call, get
cash offer and get paid. Get your

fair cash offer today by calling Liz
Buys Houses: 1-866-541-7929.

245

Get DISH Satellite TV + Internet!
Free Install, Free HD-DVR Upgrade,
80,000 On-Demand Movies, Plus
Limited Time Up To $600 In Gift
Cards. Call Today! 1-855-407-6870.

265

Home & Garden

Eliminate gutter cleaning forev-
er! LeafFilter, the most advanced
debris-blocking gutter protection.
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 15% off Entire Pur-
chase. 10% Senior & Military Dis-
counts. Call 1-844-566-3227

& Garage Sales, VA

COMMUNITY GARAGE SALE
in picturesque Vienna, VA on
Sat 6/14 from 10am- Apm Enjoy
sales on Cedar Pond, Limb Tree
and Adams Hill. From 267 Toll RD
to Hunter Mill RD South to left on
Cedar Pond DR. From |-66 take
RT 123 N to left on Hunter Mill to
right on Cedar Pond.

B Dogs for Sale

F1B Golden Doodles Standards
will weigh 50-60 Ibs. Males & fe-
males. Black or apricot colors. Born
3/8/2025 First two sets of vaccina-
tions & wormed. Family raised &
very friendly. $800. Berryville, VA.
540-664-3027

MALTESE pups,2M,2Fpure-
bred,shots,$500ea.  202-363-
5063, donnahoward016@gmail.
com

Yorkies CKC Registered, shots,
vet checked. Ready to go. $875.
Call 703-9856-7019
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SHERIFF'S SALE
VALUABLE REAL PROPERTY

STATE OF MARYLAND
MONTGOMERY COUNTY, TO WIT:

By virtue of a Writ of Execution issued by the Circuit Court for Mont-
gomery County, Maryland, and to me as Sheriff of said County, direct-
ed at the suit of 4620 North Park Avenue Condo c/o0 Whiteford, Taylor
& Preston, LLP vs. Lisa Drazin in the Circuit Court for Montgomery
Counéy Maryland Case No. 481068V have this 3rd day of April 2024,
seized and taken into execution all the right and title, claim, interest,
and estate, at the time the gudgment became a lien on the property,
both at law and in equity of the said Lisa Drazin, of, in, to, and about
the following described property to wit:

Real Propertgl of Lisa Drazin, located at 6403 Kirby Road, Bethes-
a, M. 20817 and further described as Lot Numbered Ten

(10) in Block lettered (F) in the subdivision known as “"OAKWOOD

KNOLLS" as per plat of said subdivision recorded in Plat Book 51

at plat 3&982' one of the Land Records of Montgomery County,
Maryla

Whereas, the hereinafter described property was vested in Lisa
Drazin and Bernice Drazin, Co-Trustees (either of whom has sole
authority to act) of The Bernice J. Drazin Trust, dated June 28,
2006 (hereinafter referred to as the “Trust”) by deed recorded
among the Land Records of the County of Montgomery, State of
Maryland, in Liber No. 33038, folio 483.

Being the same property conveyed unto Lisa Drazin, by deed
recorded in Liber 40255 at Folio 023 among the land records of
Montgomery County, Maryland.

Purchasers should be aware that they are purchasing Lisa Drazin's in-

terest only. The described ropert‘y will be sold subject to reservations
of title, subject to liens o records, and to all claims known and un-

known. To obtain clear title, the cost of conveyance and outstanding
senior liens must be paid by the purchaser.

I hereby give notice that I will sell all the right, title, claim, interest
and estate both in law and in equity of the said Lisa Drazin, and, of,
in, to, and about the above-described property to the hlghest bidder
for cash at the Maryland Avenue entrance of the Judicial Center, 50
N{a;y)la}inod Avenue, Rockville, Maryland on Wednesday, July 2nd, 2025
a am.

TERMS OF SALE:

A deposit of five thousand dollars ($5,000.00) of the purchase price
will be required at the time of the sale, balance due within 10 days
after ratification from the courts. Deposit and remaining balance must
be paid in U.S. currency, certified check, or cashier’s check. No per-
sonal or business checks will be accepted To be eligible to bid you
must have a government issued photo ID (i.e., Driver's License) and
five thousand dollars ($5,000. 00) deposit in hand.

In the event of default by said purchaser and at their risk and ex-
penses, the Sheriff may declare the deposit forfeited and resell the
premises. In such event the defaulting purchaser will be liable for
ayment of all costs and expenses of both sales. The forfeited deposit,
less expenses, will be credited towards the judgment after the final
ratification. This sale will be final after ratification from the courts.

Maxwell C. Uy, Sheriff
Montgomery County, Maryland

Jun 12, 2025 0012495190

SHERIFF'S SALE
VALUABLE REAL PROPERTY

STATE OF MARYLAND
MONTGOMERY COUNTY, TO WIT:

By virtue of a Writ of Execution issued by the District Court for Mont-
gomery County, Maryland, and to me as Sheriff of said County, direct-
ed at the suit of Kentlands Condominium Association, Inc. vs. Christo-
pher Campbell in the District Court for Montgomel?/ County, Maryland
Case No. D-06-CV-23-018236 have this 3rd da April 2024, seized
and taken into execution all the right and title, claim, interest, and
estate, at the time thetjudgment became a lien on the property, both
at law and in equity of the said Christopher Campbell, of, in, to, and
about the following described property to wit:

Real Property of Chnstopher Campbell 104 Bucksfield Road,
Gaithersburg, MD 20878 and further described as Condomlnlum
Unit Numbered 104, Phase 1, in a Condominium styled “Kent-
lands Condominium” as per lat recorded in Condominium Plat
Book 79, at Plat Nos. 7795 through and mclut:lln[gi 7798, among
the land records of Montgomery County, Maryland, as from time
to time amended or supplemented; said Unit belng a part of
the land and premises subjected to a Condominium regime by
a Certain Declaration of Condominium date June 18, 1999 and
recorded November 23, 1999 in Liber 17694, folio 329, among the
aforesaid Land Records as from time to time amended, together
with an undivided interest in the common elements.

Being the same property conveyed unto Christopher Campbell,
by deed recorded in Liber 17756 at Folio 166 among the land
records of Montgomery County, Maryland.

Purchasers should be aware that they are purchasing Christopher
Campbell’s interest only. The described property will be sold subject
to reservations of title, subject to liens of records, and to all claims
known and unknown. To obtain clear title, the cost of conveyance and
outstanding senior liens must be paid by the purchaser.

| herebg give notice that I will sell all the right, title, claim, interest and
estate both in law and in equity of the said Christopher Campbell and,
of, in, to, and about the above-described property to the highest bid-
der for cash at the Maryland Avenue entrance of the Judicial Center,
50 Maryland Avenue, Rockville, Maryland on Wednesday, July 2nd,
2025 at 10:45 am.

TERMS OF SALE:

A deposit of five thousand dollars ($5,000.00) of the purchase price
will be required at the time of the sale, balance due within 10 days
after ratification from the courts. Deposit and remaining balance must
be paid in U.S. currency, certified check, or cashier’s check. No per-
sonal or business checks will be accepted To be eligible to bid you
must have a government issued photo ID (i.e., Driver's License) and
five thousand dollars ($5,000. 00) deposit in hand.

In the event of default by said purchaser and at their risk and ex-
penses, the Sheriff may declare the deposit forfeited and resell the
premises. In such event the defaulting purchaser will be liable for
Payment of all costs and expenses of both sales. The forfeited deposit,
less expenses, will be credited towards the judgment after the final
ratification. This sale will be final after ratification from the courts.

Maxwell C. Uy, Sheriff
Montgomery County, Maryland

Jun 12, 2025 0012495189

SHERIFF'S SALE
VALUABLE REAL PROPERTY

STATE OF MARYLAND
MONTGOMERY COUNTY, TO WIT:

By virtue of a Writ of Execution issued by the District Court for Mont-

omery] County, Maryland, and to me as Sheriff of said County, direct-
ed at the suit of The Villa Rldge Condominium vs. Humberto Olivero in
the Dlstrlct Court for Montgomery County, Maryland Case No. D-06-
CV-23-016753 have this 7th day of December 2024, seized and taken
into execution all the right and title, claim, interest, and estate, at the
time the judgment became a lien on the property, both at law and in
equity of the said Humberto Olivero, of, in, to, an ‘about the following
described property to wit:

Real Property of Humberto Olivero, located at 428 GIRARD
STREET, UNIT 203, GAITHERSBURG, MD 20877 and further de-
scribed as CONDOMINIUM UNIT NO. 183, PLAHSE B, “THE VIL-
LA RIDGE CONDOMINIUM 11", AS ESTABLISHED PURSUANT TO
A CERTAIN DECLARATION OF VILLA RIDGE, INC., A MARYLAND
CORPORATION DATED JUNE 9, 1975 AND RECORDED AMONG THE
LAND RECORDS OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MARYLAND IN LIBER
4674 AT FOLIO 319, AS AMENDED AND PURSUANT TO THE APPRO-
PRIATE PLATS DESCRIBED IN SAID DECLARATION, AS AMENDED,
RECORDED AMONG THE AFORESAID LAND RECORDS IN CONDO-
MINIUM BUILDING PLAN BOOK 16 AT PLATS 1605 THROUGH 1609,
INCLUSIVE, AND IN CONDOMINIUM PLAN BOOK 16 AT PLATS
1613 THROUGH 1617, INCLUSIVE.

Being the same property conveyed unto Humberto Olivero, by
deed recorded in Liber 61257 at Folio 249 among the land re-
cords of Montgomery County, Maryland.

Purchasers should be aware that they are purchasi (? Humberto Olive-
ro interest only. The described property will be sold subject to reser-
vations of title, subject to liens of records, and to all claims known and
unknown. To obtain clear title, the cost of conveyance and outstand-
ing senior liens must be paid by the purchaser.

Iherebg give notice that | will sell all the right, title, claim, interest and
estate both in law and in equity of the sai Humberto Ollvero and, of,
in, to, and about the above-described property to the hlghest bidder
for cash at the Maryland Avenue entrance of the Judicial Center, 50

tary(/)la]rgj Avenue, Rockville, Maryland on Wednesday, July 2nd, 2025
at1 am.

TERMS OF SALE:

A deposit of five thousand dollars ($5,000.00) of the purchase price
will be required at the time of the sale, balance due within 10 days
after ratification from the courts. Deposit and remaining balance must
be paid in U.S. currency, certified check, or cashier's check. No per-
sonal or business checks will be accepted To be ellglble to bid you
must have a govemment issued photo ID (i.e., Driver's License) and
dollars ($5,000.00) deposit in hand.

In the event of default by said purchaser and at their risk and ex-
penses, the Sheriff may declare the deposit forfeited and resell the
premises. In such event the defaulting purchaser will be liable for
Payment of all costs and expenses of both sales. The forfeited deposit,
less expenses, will be credited towards the judgment after the final
ratification. This sale will be final after ratification from the courts.

Maxwell C. Uy, Sheriff
Montgomery County, Maryland

Jun 12, 2025

five thousan

0012495194

TRUSTEE’S SALE
906 Venice Drive, Silver Spring, MD 20904

Trustee’s Sale of valuable fee simple property improved
by premises known as 906 Venice Drive, Silver Spring, MD
20904. By virtue of the power and authority contained in
a Deed of Trust, dated November 14, 2006, and recorded
in Liber 33388 at Page 633 among the land records of the
County of Montgomery, in the original principal amount
of $424,000.00." Upon default and request for sale, the
undersigned trustees will offer for sale at public auction
at the Courthouse for the COUNTY OF MONTGOMERY, at 50
Maryland Avenue, Rockville, Maryland, on June 25, 2025 at
1:00 PM, all that property described in said Deed of Trust
including but not limited to:

Tax 1D# 05-00349670

Said property is in fee simple and is improved by a dwelling
and is sold in “as is condition” and subject to all superior
covenants, conditions, liens, restrictions, easement, rights-
of-way, as may affect same, if any.

TERMS OF SALE: A deposit of 10% of the sale price, cash
or certified funds shall be required at the time of sale. The
balance of the purchase price with interest at 6.00% per
annum from the date of sale to the date of payment will be
paid within TEN DAYS after the final ratification of the sale.

Adjustments on all taxes, public charges and special or
regular assessments will be made as of the date of sale and
thereafter assumed by purchaser.

If applicable, condominium and/or homeowners association
dues and assessments that may become due after the
time of sale will be the responsibility of the purchaser.
Title examination, conveyancing, state revenue stamps,
transfer taxes, title insurance, and all other costs incident
to settlement are to be paid by the purchaser. Time is of
the essence for the purchaser, otherwise the deposit will be
forfeited and the property may be resold at risk and costs of
the defaulting purchaser. If the sale is not ratified or if the
Substitute Trustees are unable to convey marketable title in
accord with these terms of sale, the purchaser’s only remedy
is the return of the deposit. Trustee’s File No. 18-278340.

William M. Savage, et al., Substitute Trustees.

LOGS LEGAL GROUP LLP,
Mailing Address: 10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400,
Charlotte, North Carolina 28216
(410) 769-9797

w N
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AUCTIONEERS, LLC

300 E. Joppa Road
Hampton Plaza - Suite 1103
Baltimore, MD 21286
410-769-9797

Jun 5,12,19, 2025 0012493852

S Wontgomery County |5 Montgomery County

ORLANS PC
1602 VILLAGE MARKET BLVD. SE SUITE 310
LEESBURG, VA 20175
703-777-7101

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES’ SALE
OF IMPROVED REAL PROPERTY
9201 Three Oaks Drive
Silver Spring, MD 20901

Under a power of sale contained in a Deed of Trust from
VICKI C. BRYANT, A SINGLE PERSON, dated March 22,
2006 and recorded in Liber 33654, folio 115 MODIFIED
ON MAY 7, 2010 IN LIBER 39252 FOLIO 016; among the
Land Records of MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MD, default
having occurred thereunder (Foreclosure Case docketed
as Case No0.465924V; Tax ID No.13-01053628 ) the Sub.
Trustees will sell at public auction at the MONTGOMERY
COUNTY COURTHOUSE, located at 50 MARYLAND AVENUE,
ROCKVILLE, MD 20850, on

JULY 1, 2025 at 1:30 PM

ALL THAT FEE SIMPLE LOT OF GROUND and improvements
thereon situated in MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MD and more
fully described in above referenced Deed of Trust.

The property will be sold in an “as is” condition and
subject to conditions, restrictions and agreements of record
affecting the same, if any and with no warranty of any kind.

Terms of Sale: A deposit $50,000.00 will be required at
the time of sale, such deposit to be in CERTIFIED CHECK
OR BY CASHIER'S CHECK, CASH WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED.
Balance of the purchase price to be paid in cash within
ten days of final ratification of sale by the Circuit Court for
MONTGOMERY COUNTY. Time is of the essence as to the
purchaser. If the purchaser defaults, the deposit shall be
forfeited and the property shall be resold at the purchaser’s
risk and expense. The purchaser waives personal service
and accepts service by first class mail and certified mail
addressed to the address provided by said Purchaser as
identified on the Memorandum of Sale for any Motion or
Show Cause Order incident to this sale including a Motion
to Default Purchaser and for Resale of the Property. In the
event of a resale, the defaulting purchaser shall not be
entitled to receive any benefit from the resale, including,
but not limited to, additional proceeds or surplus which
may arise therefrom. Interest to be paid on the unpaid
purchase money at the rate pursuant to the Deed of Trust
Note from the date of sale to the date funds are received
by the Substitute Trustees. There will be no abatement
of interest in the event additional funds are tendered at
the time of sale or any time prior to settlement or if the
settlement is delayed for any reason. In the event that the
Secured Party executes a forbearance agreement with the
borrower(s) described in the above-mentioned Deed of Trust,
or allows the borrower(s) to execute their right to reinstate
or payoff the subject loan, prior to the sale, with or without
the Substitute Trustee’s prior knowledge, this Contract shall
be null and void and of no effect, and the Purchaser’s sole
remedy shall be the return of the deposit without interest.
Purchaser shall pay for documentary stamps, transfer taxes
and settlement expenses. Taxes, ground rent, water rent,
condominium fees and/or homeowner association dues, all
public charges/assessments payable on an annual basis,
including sanitary and/or metropolitan district charges,
if applicable, shall be adjusted to the date of sale and
assumed thereafter by the purchaser. Purchaser shall
be responsible for obtaining physical possession of the
property. Purchaser assumes the risk of loss or damage to
the property from the date of sale forward. If the Substitute
Trustee(s) are unable to convey insurable title for any
reason, the purchaser(s) sole remedy in law or equity shall
be limited to a refund of the aforementioned deposit without
interest. In the event the sale is not ratified for any reason,
the Purchaser’s sole remedy, at law or equity, is the return of
the deposit without interest. (File # 18-700360)

JAMES E. CLARKE
HUGH J. GRE
CHRISTINE M. DREXEL
BRIAN THOMAS,
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES

wW N
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AUCI'IONEERS LLC

E. Joppa R
Hamplan Plaza - Surle 1103
Baltmore, M0
410-769- 97

Jun 12,19,26, 2025 0012494104

Fairfax County 4 Fairfax County

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE OF VALUABLE PROPERTY AT
1306 Ballantrae Court, McLean, VA 22101
In execution of that certain Deed of Trust, Assignment of Rents and
Security Agreement dated May 26, 2023, recorded on June 16, 2023
among the Land Records of Fairfax County Virginia (the " “Land Re-
cords”) in Deed Book 27932, at Page 0849 (the "Deed of Trust”), de-
fault having been made in the payment of the indebtedness thereby
secured, the undersigned Trustee will offer for sale at public auction on

y
In front of the main entrance to Fairfax County Circuit Court Court-
house, 4110 Chain Bridge Road, Fairfax, VA 22030, all of that certain
parcel of land located in Fairfax’ County, Vir; §|n|a (together with all im-
provements and fixtures thereon, if any, and all other rights and prop-
elncumbered and otherwise defined in the Deed of Trust) described
as ollows:
Lot 2, as shown on the plat of Re-Subdivision of Parcels A and B, BAL-
LANTRAE FARMS, attached to the Deed recorded in Deed Book 1711 at
Page 391, among the Iand records of Fa|rfax county
TOGETHER WITH Al BJECT TO THE RIGHTS OF OTHERS TO THAT
CERTAIN FIFTY (50) FOOT Easement for Access as more particularly
described and shown on the recorded plat.
(hereinafter collectively referred to as the “Property”).
STREET ADDRESS/LOCATION:
1306 Ballantrae Court, McLean, VA 22101
COUNTY TAX MAP/RPC No.:0311-08-0002
The Property will also include all personal property described in
the Deed of Trust and constituting the collateral as described in
that certain UCC-1 Financing Statement recorded as Filing Number
20230627179668 with the Virginia State Corporate Commission. Such
other collateral is being sold pursuant to Va. Cod Ann. § 8.9-610 of the
Uniform Commercial Code and the Deed of Trust.
TERMS OF SALE: CASH. A bidder’s deposit of Ten Thousand Dollars
($10,000.00), or ten percent (10%) of the successful bid price, which-
ever is less, by cash or by certified or cashier’s check, will be required
at the time of sale with the balance due at settlement (the “Settle-
ment”), which will be held on or before thirty (30) days from the date of
sale at the offices of the trustee. TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE
All costs of the conveyance, which shall be by special warranty deed
and bill of sale, are to be at the cost of the purchaser. Past due real
estate taxes, if any, are to be paid from proceeds of sale and real estate
taxes for the current year to be adjusted to the date of sale.
The sale is subject to that certain Credit Line Deed of Trust, Assignment
of Rents and Security Agreement dated May 27, 2021 recorded among
the land records of Fairfax County in Deed Book 27138, at page 64, as
amended tg/ that certain Amendment to Deed of Trust dated May 9,
2022 recorded among the land records of Fairfax County in Deed Book
27649, at page 4 and modified by that certain Deed of Trust Modifi-
cation Agreement dated December 6, 2024 recorded among the land
records of Fairfax County in Deed Book 28296, at page 1037 (the “Prior
Deed of Trust”). The holder of the promissory note that is secured by
the Deed of Trust (the “Holder”) is also the holder of the promissory
note secured by the Prior Deed of Trust. The Holder has advised the
under5|§ned trustee that (i) the promissory note secured by the Prior
Deed of Trust has an outstandmg balance (excluding collection costs
and attorney’s fees) of $8,7 .65 as of and through June 2, 2025
and interest continues to accrue and compound at the annual rate of
12.5% (for all amounts disbursed prior to 12/6/2024) and 17.5% (for all
amounts disbursed after December 6, 2024); and (ii) the Holder has
reserved all rights and remedies it has under the Prior Deed of Trust
Fayment of the balance of the Prior Deed of Trust by the success-
ul purchaser is not agreed upon in writing before the Settlement. The
balance due (including accrued interest and the costs of collection and
attorney’s fees) will be updated and announced at the sale.
The sale is also subject to filed and unfiled mechanic’s liens havin;
priority over the Deed of Trust and other applicable senior liens an
encumbrances, if any, affecting the Property and all covenants, condi-
tions, restrictions, rights-of-way, easements, declarations and reserva-
tions, if any, contained in the deeds and any other documents forming
the chain of title thereto.
THE PROPERTY, AND ALL THE IMPROVEMENTS TO THE PROPERTY, IF
ANY, SHALL BE CONVEYED IN “AS IS” CONDITION AND WITHOUT WAR-
RANTY OF ANY KIND, INCLUDING ANY WARRANTY AS TO THE PHYSICAL
CONDITION, FREEDOM FROM STRUCTURAL DEFECTS, CONSTRUCTION
IN A WORKMANLIKE MANNER, FITNESS FOR HABITATION, EXTENT OF
ZONING, OR ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS.
Additional terms may be announced at the time of sale and shall be
contained in a memorandum of sale which the successful bidder shall
be required to sign. A template of the memorandum of sale that the
successful purchaser will be required to sign will be provided upon
written request to rbb@pohimanlaw.com.
In the event the Trustee deems it best for any reason at any time
to postpone or continue this sale from time to time, such notice of
postponement or setting over will be announced in a manner deemed
reasonable by the Trustee and in accordance with the Deed of Trust
and Vvirginia law.

ROBERT B. BAUMGARTNER, Trustee
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:

Robert B. Baumgartner, Trustee

Pohlman Law Group PLC | 44365 Premier Plaza, #110
Ashburn, VA 20147 | (703) 218-8322 | rbb@pohlmaniaw.com

Jun 5,12,19,26, 2025 0012495034

& Prince William County |I&J Prince William County

NOTICE OF SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE SALE
13401 Gandall Court, Manassas, VA 20112

By virtue of the power and authority contained in a Deed of Trust dated
August 18, 2021 and recorded at August 25, 2021 in Instrument Num-
ber 202108250098811 and re-recorded September 21, 2021 in Instru-
ment Number 202109210108406 in the Clerk’s Office for the Prince
William County Virginia Circuit Court, Virginia, securing a loan which
was originally $388,500.00. The appointed SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE, Com-
monwealth Trustees, LLC will offer for sale at public auction at the front
steps of the Circuit Court for Prince William County located at 9311 Lee
Avenue, Manassas, VA 20110.

June 27, 2025 at 1:00 PM

Proved real property, with an abbreviated legal description of the
foI lowing described property, to wit:

Land Situated in the Independent City Of Manassas in the State
of VA. Lot 3, token valley estates, as duly dedicated platted and
recorded in Deed book 2744 at page 1105 and re-recorded in
Deed Book 2757 at page 1503 among the Land Records of Prince
William County, Virginia.

AND as more fully described in the aforesaid Deed of Trust.

TERMS OF SALE: The property will be sold "AS IS,” WITHOUT REPRE-
SENTATION OR WARRANTY OF ANY KIND AND SUBJECT TO conditions,
restrictions, reservations, easements, rights of way, and all other mat-
ters of record taking priority over the Deed of Trust to be announced
at the time of sale.” A deposit of $20,000 or 10% of the sale price,
whichever is lower, will be required at the time of sale, in the form of
certified check, cashier's check or money order by the purchas_er. The
balance of the purchase price, with interest at the rate contained in
the Deed of Trust Note from the date of sale to the date said funds are
received in the office of the SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE, will be due within
fifteen (15) days of sale. In the event of default by the successful bid-
der, the entire deposit shall be forfeited and applied to the costs and
expenses of sale and Substitute Trustee’s fee. All other public charges
or assessments, including water/sewer charges, whether incurred pri-
or to or after the sale, and all other costs incident to settlement to be
ﬁald by the purchaser. In the event taxes, any other public charges
ave been advanced, a credit will be due to the seller, to be adjusted
from the date of sale at the time of settlement. Purchaser agrees to
pay the seller's attorneys at settlement, a fee of $470.00 for review of
the settlement documents.
Additional terms will be announced at the time of sale and the suc-
cessful bidder will be required to execute and deliver to the Substitute
'It;rg(sjtees a memorandum or contract of the sale at the conclusion of
idding.

FOR INFORMATION CONTACT
Rosenberg & Associates, LLC
(Attorney for the Secured Party)
4340 East West Highway, Suite 600
Bethesda, MD 20814
301-907-8000
Www.rosenberg-assoc.com
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SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES’ SALE
OF IMPROVED REAL PROPERTY
10729 Gloxinia Drive
Rockville, MD 20852

Under a power of sale contained in a Deed of Trust from
TIMOTHY R. KENNEY, AN UNMARRIED MAN, dated April
18, 2007 and recorded in Liber 34215, folio 731 among
the Land Records of MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MD, default
having occurred thereunder (Foreclosure Case docketed
as Case No.455237V; Tax ID No.04-02151086 ) the Sub.
Trustees will sell at public auction at the MONTGOMERY
COUNTY COURTHOUSE, located at 50 MARYLAND AVENUE,
ROCKVILLE, MD 20850, on

JULY 1, 2025 at 1:30 PM

ALL THAT FEE SIMPLE LOT OF GROUND and improvements
thereon situated in MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MD and more
fully described in above referenced Deed of Trust.

THEPROPERTY IS SUBJECT TO AN IRS RIGHT OF REDEMPTION.

The property will be sold in an “as is” condition and
subject to conditions, restrictions and agreements of record
affecting the same, if any and with no warranty of any kind.

Terms of Sale: A deposit $50,000.00 will be required at
the time of sale, such deposit to be in CERTIFIED CHECK
OR BY CASHIER’S CHECK, CASH WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED.
Balance of the purchase price to be paid in cash within
ten days of final ratification of sale by the Circuit Court for
MONTGOMERY COUNTY. Time is of the essence as to the
purchaser. If the purchaser defaults, the deposit shall be
forfeited and the property shall be resold at the purchaser’s
risk and expense. The purchaser waives personal service
and accepts service by first class mail and certified mail
addressed to the address provided by said Purchaser as
identified on the Memorandum of Sale for any Motion or
Show Cause Order incident to this sale including a Motion
to Default Purchaser and for Resale of the Property. In the
event of a resale, the defaulting purchaser shall not be
entitled to receive any benefit from the resale, including,
but not limited to, additional proceeds or surplus which
may arise therefrom. Interest to be paid on the unpaid
purchase money at the rate pursuant to the Deed of Trust
Note from the date of sale to the date funds are received
by the Substitute Trustees. There will be no abatement
of interest in the event additional funds are tendered at
the time of sale or any time prior to settlement or if the
settlement is delayed for any reason. In the event that the
Secured Party executes a forbearance agreement with the
borrower(s) described in the above-mentioned Deed of Trust,
or allows the borrower(s) to execute their right to reinstate
or payoff the subject loan, prior to the sale, with or without
the Substitute Trustee’s prior knowledge, this Contract shall
be null and void and of no effect, and the Purchaser’s sole
remedy shall be the return of the deposit without interest.
Purchaser shall pay for documentary stamps, transfer taxes
and settlement expenses. Taxes, ground rent, water rent,
condominium fees and/or homeowner association dues, all
public charges/assessments payable on an annual basis,
including sanitary and/or metropolitan district charges,
if applicable, shall be adjusted to the date of sale and
assumed thereafter by the purchaser. Purchaser shall
be responsible for obtaining physical possession of the
property. Purchaser assumes the risk of loss or damage to
the property from the date of sale forward. If the Substitute
Trustee(s) are unable to convey insurable title for any
reason, the purchaser(s) sole remedy in law or equity shall
be limited to a refund of the aforementioned deposit without
interest. In the event the sale is not ratified for any reason,
the Purchaser's sole remedy, at law or equity, is the return of
the deposit without interest. (File # 18-700257)

JAMES E. CLARKE
HUGH J. GREEN
CHRISTINE M. DREXEL,
BRIAN THOMAS,
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES
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410- 76979797
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SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES’ SALE
OF IMPROVED REAL PROPERTY
10227 Silverstone PI
Ellicott City, MD 21042

Under a power of sale contained in a Deed of Trust from
ANDREW P. WOODS Il AKA ANDREW P. WOODS, dated June
7, 2005 and recorded in Liber 09248, folio 106 among the
Land Records of HOWARD COUNTY, MD, default having
occurred thereunder (Foreclosure Case docketed as Case
No.C-13-CV-24-001073; Tax ID No.02-338211 ) the Sub.
Trustees will sell at public auction at the HOWARD COUNTY
COURTHOUSE, located at 9250 JUDICIAL WAY, ELLICOTT
CITY, MD 21043, on

JULY 1, 2025 at 11:30 AM

ALL THAT FEE SIMPLE LOT OF GROUND and improvements
thereon situated in HOWARD COUNTY, MD and more fully
described in above referenced Deed of Trust.

The property will be sold in an “as is” condition and
subject to conditions, restrictions and agreements of record
affecting the same, if any and with no warranty of any kind.

Terms of Sale: A deposit $50,000.00 will be required at the
time of sale, such deposit to be in CERTIFIED CHECK OR BY
CASHIER’S CHECK CASH WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED. Balance
of the purchase price to be paid in cash within ten days of
final ratification of sale by the Circuit Court for HOWARD
COUNTY. Time is of the essence as to the purchaser. If the
purchaser defaults, the deposit shall be forfeited and the
property shall be resold at the purchaser’s risk and expense.
The purchaser waives personal service and accepts service
by first class mail and certified mail addressed to the
address provided by said Purchaser as identified on the
Memorandum of Sale for any Motion or Show Cause Order
incident to this sale including a Motion to Default Purchaser
and for Resale of the Property. In the event of a resale,
the defaulting purchaser shall not be entitled to receive
any benefit from the resale, including, but not limited to,
additional proceeds or surplus which may arise therefrom.
Interest to be paid on the unpaid purchase money at the rate
pursuant to the Deed of Trust Note from the date of sale to
the date funds are received by the Substitute Trustees. There
will be no abatement of interest in the event additional
funds are tendered at the time of sale or any time prior to
settlement or if the settlement is delayed for any reason.
In the event that the Secured Party executes a forbearance
agreement with the borrower(s) described in the above-
mentioned Deed of Trust, or allows the borrower(s) to
execute their right to reinstate or payoff the subject loan,
prior to the sale, with or without the Substitute Trustee's
prior knowledge, this Contract shall be null and void and
of no effect, and the Purchaser’s sole remedy shall be the
return of the deposit without interest. Purchaser shall pay
for documentary stamps, transfer taxes and settlement
expenses. Taxes, ground rent, water rent, condominium fees
and/or homeowner association dues, all public charges/
assessments payable on an annual basis, including
sanitary and/or metropolitan district charges, if applicable,
shall be adjusted to the date of sale and assumed
thereafter by the purchaser. Purchaser shall be responsible
for obtaining physical possession of the property. Purchaser
assumes the risk of loss or damage to the property from the
date of sale forward. If the Substitute Trustee(s) are unable
to convey insurable title for any reason, the purchaser(s)
sole remedy in law or equity shall be limited to a refund
of the aforementioned deposit without interest. In the event
the sale is not ratified for any reason, the Purchaser’s sole
remedy, at law or equity, is the return of the deposit without
interest. (File # 24-014269)

JAMES E. CLARKE,
MARY L. HURLEY,
PAUL J. MORAN,
JASON N. GREENBERG,
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES

W
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AUCTIONEERS, LLC

300 E. Joppa Road
Hampton Plaza - Suite 1103
Baltimore, MD 21286
410-769-9797
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COHN, GOLDBERG & DEUTSCH, LLC
1099 WINTERSON ROAD, SUITE 301
LINTHICUM HEIGHTS, MARYLAND 21090
www.cgd-law.com/sales

SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES’ SALE
OF UNIMPROVED RESIDENTIAL LOTS

LOCATED ON
PHEASANT RIDGE COURT & OLD FLETCHERTOWN ROAD
BOWIE, MD 20720

Under a power of sale contained in a certain Purchase
Money Deed of Trust, Assignment of Leases and Rents,
Fixture Filing and Secunty Agreement from Soleil At Bowie
LLC dated April 22, 2022 and recorded in Liber 47833, Folio
209 among the Land Records of Prince George’s County, MD,
(Case No. C-16-CV-25-002035) default having occurred
under the terms thereof, the Substitute Trustees will sell
at public auction at the Circuit Court for Prince George's
County, 14735 Main St., Upper Marlboro, MD, 20772 (Duval
Wing entrance, located on Main St.), on

JULY 2, 2025 AT 12:15 PM

ALL THOSE FEE SIMPLE LOTS OF GROUND situated in
Prince George’s County, MD and more fully described in the
aforesaid Deed of Trust.

PARCEL 1:

1) 13104 Old Fletchertown Road, Lot 1, Bowie, MD 20720.
Parcel ID: 14-3762895

2) 13106 0Id Fletchertown Road, Lot 2, Bowie, MD 20720.
Parcel ID: 14-3762903

3) 13108 0Id Fletchertown Road, Lot 3, Bowie, MD 20720.
Parcel ID: 14-3762911

4) 7600 Pheasant Ridge Court, Lot 4, Bowie, MD 20720.
Parcel ID: 14-3762929

5) 7602 Pheasant Ridge Court, Lot 5, Bowie, MD 20720.
Parcel ID: 14:3762937

6) 7604 Pheasant Rldge Court, Lot 6, Bowie. MD 20720.
Parcel ID: 14-376294

7) 7700 Pheasant Rldge Court, Lot 7, Bowie, MD 20720.
Parcel ID: 14-3762952

8) 7702 Pheasant Ridge Court, Lot 8, Bowie, MD 20720.
Parcel ID: 14-3762820

9) 7704 Pheasant Rldge Court, Lot 9, Bowie, MD 20720.
Parcel ID: 14-37628

10) 7706 Pheasant Rldge Court, Lot 10, Bowie, MD 20720.
Parcel ID: 14-3762846

11) 7708 Pheasant Ridge Court, Lot 11, Bowie, MD 20720.
Parcel ID: 14-3762853

12) 7710 Pheasant Ridge Court, Lot 12, Bowie, MD 20720.
Parcel ID: 14-3762861

13) 7709 Pheasant Ridge Court, Lot 13, Bowie. MD 20720.
Parcel ID: 14-3762879

14) 7707 Pheasant Ridge Court, Lot 14, Bowie MD 20720.
Parcel ID: 14-3762887

15) 7705 Pheasant Rldge Court, Lot 15, Bowie MD 20720.
Parcel ID: 14-37629

16) 7703 Pheasant Rldge Court, Lot 16, Bowie, MD 20720.
Parcel ID: 14-3762978

17) 7701 Pheasant Ridge Court, Lot 12, Bowie, MD 20720.
Parcel ID: 14-3762986

18) 7605 Pheasant Rldge Court, Lot 18, Bowie, MD 20720.
Parcel ID: 14-37629

19) 7603 Pheasant Rldge Court, Lot 19, Bowie, MD 20720.
Parcel ID: 14-3763000

PARCEL 2:
1) 13205 Old Fletchertown Road, Lot 2, Bowie, MD 20720.
Parcel ID: 14-3759586

PARCEL 3:
1) 13209 OId Fletchertown Road, Lot 5, Bowie, MD
20720. Parcel ID: 14-3947736

The properties will be sold in an “AS IS” condition and
subject to conditions, restrictions, existing building and/
or environmental violations, agreements of record affecting
the same, if any, and with no warranty either expressed or
implied as to the description of the condition of the property
or improvements.

Terms of Sale: The properties will be sold as an entirety.
A deposit of $100,000 in the form of a cashier's check
or money order, at the time of sale will be required of all
purchasers other than the holder of the Deed of Trust. The
deposit must be increased to 10% of the purchase price
within 3 business days after the sale, and delivered to the
office of Substitute Trustees in the same form as the initial
deposit. Balance of the purchase price is to be paid in cash
within ten (10) business days of the final ratification of sale
by the Circuit Court for Prince George’s County. If payment
of the balance does not take place within ten (10) business
days of the date of ratification of sale, then at the discretion
of the Substitute Trustees either the deposit will be forfeited
or the property will be resold at the risk and expense of the
defaulting purchaser. The defaulting purchaser shall not
be entitled to any surplus proceeds or profits resulting from
any resale of the property. Interest to be paid on unpaid
purchase money at the rate pursuant to the Deed of Trust
note from date of sale to the date funds are received in the
office of the Substitute Trustees, in the event the property
is purchased by someone other than the note holder. In
the event the settlement is delayed for any reason and the
property is purchased by someone other than the note holder,
there shall be no abatement of interest caused by the delay.
Taxes, water rent, ground rent, condominium fees, and/or
homeowners association dues, if applicable, to be adjusted
to the date of sale and assumed thereafter by the purchaser.
All other public charges and assessments payable on an
annual basis, including sanitary and/or metropolitan
district charges to be adjusted for the current year to date
of sale and assumed thereafter by the purchaser. Cost of
all documentary stamps and transfer taxes shall be borne
by the purchaser.

If the Substitute Trustees are unable to convey good and
marketable title, the purchaser’s sole remedy in law or
equity shall be limited to the refund of the deposit. Upon
refund of the deposit, the sale shall be void and of no effect,
and the purchaser shall have no further claim against the
Substitute Trustees. The purchaser at the foreclosure sale
shall assume the risk of loss for the property immediately
after the sale. (CGD File #463069)

Richard E. Solomon, et al.
Substitute Trustees

O ALEX COOPER

auclion

908 York Road « Towson, MD 21204 « 410,828 4838

www.alexcooper.com
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TRUSTEE’S SALE
9811 Cherry Tree Lane, Silver Spring, MD 20901

Trustee’s Sale of valuable fee simple property improved by
premises known as 9811 Cherry Tree Lane, Silver Spring,
MD 20901. By virtue of the power and authority contained
in a Deed of Trust, dated October 16, 2006, and recorded
in Liber 33337 at Page 479 among the land records of the
County of Montgomery, in the original principal amount
of $175,000.00. Upon default and request for sale, the
undersigned trustees will offer for sale at public auction
at the Courthouse for the COUNTY OF MONTGOMERY, at
Judicial Center's Monroe Street Entrance, 50 Maryland
Avenue, Rockville, Maryland, on June 25, 2025 at 1:00 PM,
all that property described in said Deed of Trust including
but not limited to:

Tax ID# 13-01356146

Said property i is in fee simple and is improved by a dwelling
and is sold in “as is condition” and subject to all superior
covenants, conditions, liens, restrictions, easement, rights-
of-way, as may affect same, if any.

TERMS OF SALE: A deposit of 10% of the sale price, cash
or certified funds shall be required at the time of sale. The
balance of the purchase price with interest at 6.00% per
annum from the date of sale to the date of payment will be
paid within TEN DAYS after the final ratification of the sale.

Adjustments on all taxes, public charges and special or
regular assessments will be made as of the date of sale and
thereafter assumed by purchaser.

If applicable, condominium and/or homeowners association
dues and assessments that may become due after the
time of sale will be the responsibility of the purchaser.
Title examination, conveyancing, state revenue stamps,
transfer taxes, title insurance, and all other costs incident
to settlement are to be paid by the purchaser. Time is of
the essence for the purchaser, otherwise the deposit will be
forfeited and the property may be resold at risk and costs of
the defaulting purchaser. If the sale is not ratified or if the
Substitute Trustees are unable to convey marketable title in
accord with these terms of sale, the purchaser’s only remedy
is the return of the deposit. Trustee’s File No. 23-295348.

William M. Savage, et al., Substitute Trustees.

LOGS LEGAL GROUP LLP,
Mailing Address: 10130 Perimeter Parkway, Suite 400,
Charlotte, North Carolina 28216
(410) 769-9797
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Robertson, Anschutz, Schneid & Crane, LLC
11350 McCormick Road, EP 1, Suite 302
Hunt Valley, MD 21031
470-321-7112

TRUSTEES’ SALE OF
VALUABLE FEE SIMPLE PROPERTY
KNOWN AS

1812 JAYBIRD COURT
SEVERN, MD 21144

Under a power of sale contained in that Deed of Trust dated
November 22, 2006, and recorded in Liber 18527, folio
0040, of the land records of ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY ,
with an original principal balance of $116,000.00, default
having occurred under the terms thereof, the appomted
Substitute Trustees will offer for sale at DUb|IC auction at
THE ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY COURTHOUSE LOCATED AT 8
CHURCH CIR, ANNAPOLIS, MD 21401 ON,

JUNE 23, 2025 at 4:00 PM

ALL THAT FEE SIMPLE LOT OF GROUND together with any
buildings or improvements thereon situated in  ANNE
ARUNDEL COUNTY, MD, located at the above address and
more fully described in the aforementioned Deed of Trust.

TAX ID# - 04-753-90015797

The property and improvements will be sold in an “AS
IS” physical condition without warranty of any kind and
subject to all conditions, restrictions and agreements of
record affecting the same, including any condominium or
homeowners assgciation assessments pursuant to MD Real
Property Article A§ 11-110 and A§ 11B-117 .

TERMS OF SALE: A non-refundable bidder's deposit of
$7,000.00 by cashier's/certified check or such other form
as the Substitute Trustee may determine, in their sole
discretion, required at time of sale except for the party
secured by the Deed of Trust. Risk of loss on purchaser
from date and time of auction. The balance of the purchase
price together with interest thereon at 6.25% per annum
from date of sale to receipt of purchase price by Substitute
Trustees must be paid by cashier's check within 10 days
after final ratification of sale. The noteholder shall not be
obligated to pay interest if it is the purchaser. There will be
no abatement of interest due from the purchaser in the event
that additional funds are tendered before settlement or if
settlement is delayed for any reason. All real estate taxes
and other public charges and/or assessments to be adjusted
as of the date of sale and thereafter assumed by purchaser.
If applicable, any condominium and/or homeowners
association dues and assessments that may become due
after the date of sale shall be purchaser's responsibility.
Purchaser shall pay all transfer, documentary and recording
taxes/fees and all other settlement costs. Purchaser is
responsible for obtaining possession of the property. Time
is of the essence for the purchaser. If purchaser defaults,
deposit will be forfeited and property resold at the risk and
cost of the defaulting purchaser who shall be liable for any
deficiency in the purchase price and all costs, expenses and
attorney’s fees of both sales. If Substitute Trustees do not
convey title for any reason, purchaser’s sole remedy is return
of deposit without interest. This sale is subject to post-sale
audit of the status of the loan secured by the Deed of Trust
including but not limited to determining whether prior to
sale a bankruptcy was filed; forbearance, repayment or
other agreement was entered into; or loan was reinstated
or paid off. In any such event this sale shall be null and
void and purchaser’s sole remedy shall be return of deposit
without interest. File No. (24-256554)

KEITH YACKO, DAVID WILLIAMSON,
Substitute Trustees

A181, A316, A311, A183, A425, A426, A461, A463, A508
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SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES’ SALE
OF IMPROVED REAL PROPERTY
7451 Oakland Mills Rd
Columbia, MD 21046

Under a power of sale contained in a Deed of Trust from
GERMAN A. GARCIA, dated March 10, 2006 and recorded
in Liber 9995, folio 385 among the Land Records of
HOWARD COUNTY, MD, default having occurred thereunder
(Foreclosure Case docketed as Case No.C-13-CV-23-000795;
Tax ID No.06-395198 ) the Sub. Trustees will sell at public
auction at the HOWARD COUNTY COURTHOUSE, located at
9250 JUDICIAL WAY, ELLICOTT CITY, MD 21043, on

JULY 1, 2025 at 11:30 AM

ALL THAT FEE SIMPLE LOT OF GROUND and improvements
thereon situated in HOWARD COUNTY, MD and more fully
described in above referenced Deed of Trust.

The property will be sold in an “as is” condition and
subject to conditions, restrictions and agreements of record
affecting the same, if any and with no warranty of any kind.

Terms of Sale: A deposit $35,000.00 will be required at the
time of sale, such deposit to be in CERTIFIED CHECK OR BY
CASHIER’S CHECK, CASH WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED. Balance
of the purchase price to be paid in cash within ten days of
final ratification of sale by the Circuit Court for HOWARD
COUNTY. Time is of the essence as to the purchaser. If the
purchaser defaults, the deposit shall be forfeited and the
property shall be resold at the purchaser’s risk and expense.
The purchaser waives personal service and accepts service
by first class mail and certified mail addressed to the
address provided by said Purchaser as identified on the
Memorandum of Sale for any Motion or Show Cause Order
incident to this sale including a Motion to Default Purchaser
and for Resale of the Property. In the event of a resale,
the defaulting purchaser shall not be entitled to receive
any benefit from the resale, including, but not limited to,
additional proceeds or surplus which may arise therefrom.
Interest to be paid on the unpaid purchase money at the rate
pursuant to the Deed of Trust Note from the date of sale to
the date funds are received by the Substitute Trustees. There
will be no abatement of interest in the event additional
funds are tendered at the time of sale or any time prior to
settlement or if the settlement is delayed for any reason.
In the event that the Secured Party executes a forbearance
agreement with the borrower(s) described in the above-
mentioned Deed of Trust, or allows the borrower(s) to
execute their right to reinstate or payoff the subject loan,
prior to the sale, with or without the Substitute Trustee’s
prior knowledge, this Contract shall be null and void and
of no effect, and the Purchaser’s sole remedy shall be the
return of the deposit without interest. Purchaser shall pay
for documentary stamps, transfer taxes and settlement
expenses. Taxes, ground rent, water rent, condominium fees
and/or homeowner association dues, all public charges/
assessments payable on an annual basis, including
sanitary and/or metropolitan district charges, if applicable,
shall be adjusted to the date of sale and assumed
thereafter by the purchaser. Purchaser shall be responsible
for obtaining physical possession of the property. Purchaser
assumes the risk of loss or damage to the property from the
date of sale forward. If the Substitute Trustee(s) are unable
to convey insurable title for any reason, the purchaser(s)
sole remedy in law or equity shall be limited to a refund
of the aforementioned deposit without interest. In the event
the sale is not ratified for any reason, the Purchaser’s sole
remedy, at law or equity, is the return of the deposit without
interest. (File # 23-006895)

JAMES E. CLARKE,
CHRISTINE M. DREXEL,
JOANNA FORONDA,
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEES
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HOW TO

| hate the recessed lights in my kitchen. What are my options?

BY JEANNE HUBER

Q: My townhouse was built with
can lights in the ceiling. What
are my options to replace them?
In the Kkitchen, I am always
cooking in my shadow and can’t
see anything!

A: A smart lighting plan directs
light to where you cook or wash
dishes and accounts for the fact
that you need to be there, too.
But when you’re working with
lights that are already in place,
it’s much more difficult to find a
solution that doesn’t entail a lot
of expense and mess.

“Lighting is all about having
electricity where you need it,”
said Sidney Genette, owner of
Lighting Designs, a Seattle
company that helps design
lighting plans for residential and
commercial customers. So while
it’s theoretically possible to
relocate or add recessed lights,
that’s probably not a good
solution because you’d need a
good electrician as well as pros
to patch and repaint the ceiling.

Short of that, one solution
would be to add a hood with a
built-in light over the stove. Or,
depending on how your Kkitchen
is laid out, you could add a plug-
in task light or have an
electrician wire in one that you
mount to the side of a nearby
cabinet or to the wall. Make sure
it’s shaded, though, so the glare
doesn’t get in your eyes. Pendant
lights hung to one or both sides
of where you stand might also
work. And if upper cabinets are
nearby, adding lighting under
the overhang could help.

You might also be able to get
better results from the can lights
without remodeling, Genette
said. If your can lights are
recessed well into the ceiling,
they produce light that streams
down in a cone shape. By
installing an LED retrofit Kit,
you can convert the can to a
lens-type fixture that spreads
light across the ceiling. The more
even light might help illuminate
the area where you cook and
make the shadow less harsh.
Plus, unless you already have
LEDs in the can lights, the new
fixtures should help reduce
energy use.

If your cans have screw-in
bulbs, you can make the switch
yourself if you are comfortable
working on a ladder. If the cans
have wired-in ballasts or

Iy

ISTOCK

The placement of lighting is just as important as the kind of lighting. A good design takes into account where in a room time is often spent.

fluorescent lights that attach
differently, you’ll need an
electrician. Either way, you
probably won’t need to patch or
even repaint the ceiling.

If you have screw-in bulbs, get
aretrofit kit that’s sized for the
diameter of the trim rings on
your current lights and has a
connector that screws into an
Edison bulb base. One example
is the Halo integrated LED
recessed light trim. First, shut off
the power at the electrical panel.
Then unscrew the bulb and pop
out the trim ring, screw in the
adapter, and press the fixture
into place. Spring arms push
against the can light housing to
hold the new assembly in place.

The Halo kit allows you to
adjust the brightness and color
temperature of the light, as well
as the angle, which is useful on a
sloped ceiling. The controls are
built into the fixture, so set them
before you install it. If you
decide later that you want
different settings, you will need
to climb back up the ladder,
remove the fixture and make the
changes — not terribly

convenient, but at least it doesn’t
cost anything.

For brightness, the Halo
model has two options, 600
lumens, equivalent to a typical
60-watt incandescent bulb (if
you remember what that was
like), or 975 lumens, like a 75-
watt incandescent. For kitchens,
Genette recommends going with
the higher setting. “You want as
much light as possible,” he said.
LEDs don’t burn out as quickly
as incandescent or compact-
fluorescent bulbs, but they do
get dimmer over time, and when
they get too dim to be useful, you
will need to replace the whole
fixture. Starting with a brighter
light makes the useful life longer.

Color temperature, which is
usually referred to as “warm”
light or “cool” light, affects the
ambiance of a room and the
sharpness of what you see. The
temperatures are measured in
degrees Kelvin, with low
temperatures having yellowish
light and high temperatures
having blue light. Genette
recommends 2700K, “the color
of an old-fashioned incandescent

bulb,” for residential use. In a
kitchen or other workspace,
some people like the crisper look
of cooler light, maybe 2900K to
3000K, which is similar to what
a halogen bulb would produce,
Genette said. For use in a home
kitchen, he strongly
recommends against 3500K or
anything higher because it will
make the room seem harsh and
cold. The Halo model adjusts as
high as 5000K but also has a
temperature setting called D2W,
for “dim to warm.” Used with a
compatible dimmer switch, it
allows you to adjust the light to
3000K when you’re working,
then turn it down to 1800K when
you’re entertaining or enjoying
the meal.

If you have screw-in lights
now, you can install retrofit kits
in just one or two cans to test
whether the change will make a
big enough difference in your
kitchen to warrant switching all
of them. If you have a dimmer
switch, test with it set at
maximum power, Genette said.
But all lights controlled by a
single switch should be the

same, Genette said, so once the
test is done, change the rest of
the lights or reinstall the old
setup in the can you tested. If
you have numerous can lights in
your kitchen, you might want to
choose a model to test that’s sold
in multiples, which can result in
a significant savings.

Or if you want something alto-
gether different, there are many
ways to get light where you want
it. In a kitchen with just a single
overhead light, for example, it’s
possible to replace that fixture
with a track system that has
multiple lights positioned where
they work best.

Figuring out lighting can be
tricky. If you can’t come up with
a good solution on your own,
consider hiring a lighting
designer to come to your house.
Genette makes house calls —
$300 for a two-hour
consultation.

Have a problem in your home?
Send questions to
localliving@washpost.com. Put “How
To” in the subject line, tell us where
you live and try to include a photo.
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Full homesteading is not for us.
But our altempt was a happy lailure.

i
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Mike Riggs and Mollie Kotzen had big plans when they bought a house on three acres in North Carolina. But eventually they realized that they were more fulfilled by

gardening when they did not have the pressure of full homesteading.

BY MIKE RIGGS

Everybody knows that drought
is bad for growing things, but it
wasn’t until last year thatIlearned
heavy rain following drought is
alsobad, atleast for tomatoes. The
dry weather causes their skin to
lose elasticity, and the sudden in-
crease in moisture causes them to
swell and burst. The fruit is still
edible if you pick it fast enough,
but a tomato becomes bug bait as
soon as its insides are exposed.
Crops don’t wait, and they often
don’t keep.

This is one of the many lessons
we’'ve learned since leaving our
concrete stamp in Philadelphia
for three green acres in North
Carolina in 2022. My wife and I
initially relocated to be closer to
family and because we wanted a

yard where our kids could play.
But as we acclimated to the green-
ery of the Piedmont, our appetites
grew. We wanted more than a
yard; we craved the full pastoral.
And so we bought a property
with a large perennial pollinator
garden, fruit trees, numerous trel-
lises, a lengthy blueberry hedge,
nine large raised beds and the
piécederésistance: aLord & Burn-
ham greenhouse built over the top
of the walkout basement. We saw
the house for the first time on a
Wednesday. By Sunday, we were
under contract and fantasizing
about a homestead, where we
would strive for self-sufficiency:
growing and raising most of what
we eat.
Butthreeyearslater, most ofthe
produce and all of the animal pro-
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Riggs says that while he is not cut out for homesteading, he still spends a lot of his time gardening.
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Mike Riggs and Mollie Kotzen play with their sons, ages 3 and 1.

FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

tein our family of five eats comes
from Costco, Walmart or our local
farmers market. Homesteading
was simply not for us — though it
did reinforce for me the miracle of
modern agriculture.

How many square feet of raised
beds do you need to meet a tod-
dler’s strawberry demand? I still
don't know. We dedicated 80
square feet to strawberries last
season. The bugs ate half our har-
vest, and the other half was rough-
lywhat ourkid could eatin a week.

Have you ever grown peas? Give
them something to climb, and
they’ll stretch to the heavens.
Haveyouever shelled peas? Itisan
almost criminal misuse of time. I
set a timer on my phone last year.
It took me 13 minutes to shell a
single serving. Meanwhile, a two-
pound bag of frozen peas from
Walmart costs $2.42. And the peas
come shelled.

The work of homesteading is
never-ending and constantly un-
dermined. I rebuilt our compost-
ing system but forgot to put chick-
en wire under the bottom, which

allowed a possum to dig a tunnel
inside it. The house came with
1,200 feet of deer fence surround-
ing the gardens, but deer fence
doesn’t last forever. It has fallen in
some places, and the deer can now
jump over it. They like to eat the
blueberry bushes, which I spent
20 hours pruning last year.

In addition to possums and
deer, we've faced unrelenting as-
saults from across the eukaryotic
kingdoms: the tomato hornworm
caterpillar, the cabbage looper cat-
erpillar, the squash vine borer, the
aphid, the thrip, the earwig and
the sowbug; cucurbit downy mil-
dew, powdery mildew, collar rot,
black rot, sooty mold, botrytis gray
mold and stem canker; the nema-
tode, the gray garden slug, the
eastern gray squirrel, the eastern
cottontail rabbit and the ground-
hog. All of these organisms reside
in the North Carolina Piedmont
and like to eat what we eat. Many
of them work toward this existen-
tial goal while humans sleep,
which is why the North Carolina
State Agriculture Extension advis-
es growers to inspect their plants
at night. No, thank you. And even

Riggs and his youngest son inspect the farm’s blackberries.
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when we manage to keep the crit-
ters out of the beds, we're still at
the mercy of the skies.

And all this self-sufficiency
costs money. Our property came
with wooden raised beds, but
since everything, everywhere, is
hurdling at a constant rate toward
death and decay, those need to be
replaced ($1,000-plus). The green-
house needs to be cooled in the
summer, requiring new motors for
our thermostat-controlled louver
system ($165), and heated in the
winter with propane ($2.80 a gal-
lon last year, $3 the year before).
To avoid overextending our well —
there’s no city water in the county
— we plan to buy a 500-gallon
cistern for capturing and storing
rainwater ($800) and an automat-
ed drip irrigation system ($300).
Then there are what economists
call nondurable inputs: fertilizer,
mulch, compost and seeds (a few
hundred dollars per growing sea-
son).

What’s more, you can’t grow
everything all the time. Self-suffi-
ciency means eating foods
straight from the garden only
when they are in season. Hardcore
homesteaders don’t eat fresh blue-
berries in January.

Many homesteaders enjoy liv-
ing this way. They are problem
solvers. They love working in the
dirt and the sun and finding new

ways to cook tromboncino squash.
Knowing where their food comes
from gives them peace of mind;
growing it themselves fills them
with pride. These two feelings em-
power them to eatjarred tomatoes
for half the year. I honor their
truth. But we part ways when the
conversation turns to the superior
virtue of spending the bulk of one’s
time and money avoiding the gro-
cery store.

Inour third growing season, my
wife and I have accepted that we
are not cut out for homesteading.
The realization liberated us. We
don’t have to maximize yields or
lose sleep over pests. We don’t
have to replace or even use every
raised bed. The greenhouse can sit
empty; the blueberry hedge can
grow wild. Our two youngkids can
dig for pill bugs while my wife and
I weed. When they’re ready to go
inside or do something else, we
can pause our work, no matter
how much is left.

This was not an option for my
ancestors. In the early 1900s, one
of my paternal great-grandfathers
moved from urban Illinois to a
homestead in Oklahoma. Our only
picture of him was taken shortly
before the Dust Bowl destroyed
his farm. After his farm failed, he
abandoned my great-grandmoth-
er and their children and migrated
to California with thousands of

other Okies. When my crops fail, I
go to Whole Foods. I have options
my great-grandfather couldn’t
dream of, and as a result, my Kkids
will have a better life than my
grandfather did.

Embracing the economic inter-
dependence that some home-
steaders work so hard to avoid has
helped us establish a healthier re-
lationship with the land we live
on. With less pressure to grow
food, we can focus on the rest of
the surrounding nature. Just last
week, we saw the first monarch
caterpillars. The pipevine cater-
pillars have already built their
chrysalises and will soon emerge
as blue swallowtail butterflies.
Somewhat ironically, we garden
just as much. This season, we’re
growing tomatoes, hot peppers,
tomatillos, strawberries, basil,
dill, watermelon, ground cherries,
cucamelons and squash. I also
plan to build two trellis systems
for the Concord grapes we planted
last year.

How much of it we’ll get to eat
remains amystery, but not a press-
ingone. A good heirloom tomatois
a good heirloom tomato, even if
we didn’t grow it ourselves.

At Home newsletter: Gotothe
Home & Garden page to subscribe to
our email newsletter, delivered every
Thursday.

KATE MEDLEY/FOR THE WASHINGTON POST

Blueberries also grow on the farm, but Mike Riggs and Mollie
Kotzen are no longer preoccupied with battling pests for them.
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How to reduce visual clutter for a calmer, more functional home

BY JOLIE KERR

Much is made of clutter: com-
mon sources of clutter, the effects
of all that stuff on how we live our
lives, the importance of reducing
clutter, how to stop clutter before
it starts. Then there are the seem-
ingly endless methods, tech-
niques and approaches to dealing
with clutter — the KonMaris, the
poop rule. (If something was cov-
ered in poop, would I still keep it?)

If there wasn’t already enough
clutter content cluttering up your
cluttered psyche, do you know
that there are different kinds of
clutter? There are, and an oft-
overlooked form of clutter may be
keeping you from living your best
life. It is visual clutter, and it is
everywhere.

‘What is visual clutter?

Visual clutter is “anything that
disrupts the calm and intentional
flow of your home,” says Molly
Heartfield, the founder and CEO
of Heart & Co. Home Organizing
and Design. “It’s the pile of mail
on the counter, or the random
cords peeking out from behind
furniture.”

Corey Pence, a senior manager
of in-home organizing services at
the Container Store, describes vi-
sual clutter as an “overwhelming
or excessive amount of visual ele-
ments in a space that make it
difficult to focus on important
information or executing tasks.”
Too many objects, colors, shapes
or details competing for attention
can overwhelm the brain. Note:
Visual clutter is not synonymous
with mess. “Even if items are
neatly arranged, visual clutter can
make a space feel disorganized or
messy and can reduce the overall
aesthetic and functionality of the
space,” Pence says.

Of course, some people thrive
in cluttered environments — visu-
al clutter is only a problem when
it’s just that: a problem. But if you
find yourself struggling to get out
the door in the morning, or to stay
focused while reading this
month’s book club selection, take
alook around your space and ask
yourself whether visual clutter
could be to blame.

Benefits of eliminating visual
clutter

Clutter not only forces the
brain to work harder to filter out
nonessential information, it cre-
ateslogistical problems. “It can be
hard to navigate a space that feels
full,” Pence says. “Reducing clut-
ter makes it easier to move
around, access needed items and
maintain organization. An un-
cluttered space is generally more
conducive to productivity.”

When our environment be-
comes less cluttered, our stress

levels naturally decrease and our
ability to relax increases. “Orga-
nized spaces make us less likely to
feel overwhelmed, which frees
our mind to generate new ideas,”
Pence says.

Plus, it just looks better. “Less
clutter feels more sophisticated,
and it also allows the most impor-
tant elements to stand out,” Pence
says. “When you have an unclut-
tered space, your grandmother’s
vase, your favorite crystal or that
amazing painting become the star
of the show”

The most common types of
visual clutter

The experts we spoke to identi-
fied types of visual clutter most
often found in each room in the
home.

Living room: “Bookshelves
and TV consoles are the most
common place for visual clutter to
accumulate in the living room,”
says Ashley Murphy, a co-founder
and CEO of NEAT Method. Think
of all the physical media (DVDs,
magazines, books, records), plus
remote controls, gaming systems
and knickknacks. But there’s also
the floor (cords and cables, chil-
dren’s toys) and the walls (over-
crowded wall art) to consider.

Kitchen: “The countertop is a
big culprit in the kitchen for small
appliances, knife blocks, bread
boxes and utensil crocks to take
over,” Murphy says. Pence recom-
mends keeping things you use
every day, like a coffee maker or
teakettle, on countertops and
finding a home for less frequently
used items.

“Wall signs and decorative rugs
or runners can also contribute to
unnecessary visual clutter if not
carefully curated,” she says. Other
culprits include piles of mail and
papers, magnets on the refrigera-
tor, and dish racks.

Bedroom: Clean laundry, in-
between clothes, accessories,
shoes, bags, jewelry — the bed-
room is the keeper of endless
potential clutter. “Any chair or
bench placed within a bedroom is
an ideal place for clutter to pile
up,” Murphy says.

Bedside tables are also hot
spots where small but essential
items like eyeglasses, remote con-
trols, tubes of lip balm and lotion
can quickly turn to clutter.

Entryway: Shoes, bags and
backpacks, coats and jackets,
keys, umbrellas and mail can
make a huge mess of your entry-
way, the first space you see when
you walk in your home. “Without
a designated home and set limits,
they’ll pile up quickly,” Murphy
says.

How to reduce visual clutter

While visual clutter can be an
overwhelming problem, many of
the solutions are quick and easy
to implement.

Start with the right furniture:
Opt for enclosed furniture. That
means storage ottomans, a stor-
age chest instead of abench and a
nightstand or end table that hasa
drawer.

Use your open shelves wisely:
A well-chosen bin will mimic the
effects of closed storage on an
open shelf. “Select a bin that

ILLUSTRATION BY MICHAEL DOMINE/THE WASHINGTON POST;ISTOCK

blends well with the rest of your
decor and looks pretty on display,”
Murphy says.

She also recommends using
open shelving for storing sets. “If
you have open shelves in your
kitchen, use them to neatly ar-
range a matching set of everyday
dishes. Your eye will register a
matching set as one item instead
of a stack of many,” Murphy says.
“Anything sitting out on a shelf
should be intentionally styled and
neatly arranged in order to avoid
visual clutter.”

Consider decor carefully:
Finding the sweet spot demarcat-
ing decor trends like “maximal-
ism” and “intentional clutter”
from plain old clutter-clutter is
hard to pull off. As House Beauti-
ful breathlessly warns, “The line
between messy clutter and inten-
tional clutter is not one you want
to cross.” The shelter mag de-
scribes clutter as “the accumula-
tion and overflow of stuff,” in
contrast to intentional clutter,
which it defines as “the curation
of beloved objects and collec-
tions.” Either way, it’s more stuff
in your home and in your line of
sight. Proceed carefully.

Edit regularly: “When clutter
starts to build or baskets over-
flow, that’s a sign that category
could use an edit,” says Murphy.
“Set aside unnecessary dupli-
cates; expired food; items you're
no longer using; and anything
stained, broken or missing parts
tobetossed, donated or repaired.”
Editing doesn’t need to be sched-
uled, but if routine editing isn’t
your style, aim for a quarterly

sweep of clutter hot spots. “We
encourage clients to do seasonal
reviews of their spaces and let go
of what’s no longer serving them,”
Heartfield says.

Give everything a home: “If it
doesn’thave a designated space, it
becomes clutter,” says Heartfield.
Zoom in on problem piles with
the right storage solution: bas-
kets for mail and remote controls,
wall-mounted hooks for keys and
bags, cord management Kits, a
catchall tray on a bedside table.

Establishing dedicated spaces
also creates natural limits that tell
you when pockets of clutter are
getting out of control. “Set limits
in the entryway by giving each
member of the household a hook
for jackets and an opaque shoe
bin. Once these fill up, it’s time to
relocate excess into personal clos-
ets,” Murphy says.

Have a dedicated place for
repairs and donations: Estab-
lishing a place for everything can
extend to items that you plan to
part with. “Create a bin specifical-
ly for donations and repairs,”
Murphy says, “so they have a place
to tuck out of sight until you can
address them.”

Ultimately, getting control over
the visual clutter in your home
prioritizes simplicity and organi-
zation. “Reducing visual clutter
creates an immediate sense of
peace and clarity. It lowers stress
levels, boosts productivity and
helpsyou feel more at ease in your
own space,” Heartfield says. “A
decluttered home allows your
personality, your favorite pieces
and your design choices to shine.”



BY KAREN HuGG

While everyone knows that
slathering yourself with a spray
that contains DEET can effective-
ly keep mosquitoes at bay, plenty
of articles and lists online also
offer other solutions — including
surrounding yourself with scent-
ed plants. Studies do show that
citronella, geranium, peppermint
and other fragrant plants can
indeed help deter mosquitoes,
but the bottom line is that just
having those scents around prob-
ably won’t stop the pesky insects
from biting you. Here’s why.

How scents affect mosquitoes

“Mosquitoes have several ol-
factory cues to attract them to a
host,” says Dan Markowski, tech-
nical adviser at the American
Mosquito Control Association.
“The primary one is carbon diox-
ide, and that’s considered a long-
range attractant. They can pick
that up over many hundreds of
feet” Then, as they approach you,
he says, they detect body heat and
use odors from the skin to deter-
mine whether they’d like to bite
you or someone else. So when
nearby plants emit a scent that
masks that human odor and/or

ISTOCK

Mosquitos like to stay in the shade to hide from heat.

confuses a mosquito’s olfactory
senses, the insect often moves
away.

Citronella has been reported to
have some ability to do this,
Markowski says. Lemon eucalyp-
tus, certain geraniums, lemon-

grass, mint and even catnip can
deter mosquitoes to varying de-
grees, he adds. Marigolds, on the
other hand, while widely used in
vegetable gardens, don’t neces-
sarily repel mosquitoes. Instead,
their distinct scent attracts bene-

Home

ILLUSTRATION BY JOSE L. SOTO/THE WASHINGTON POST

Your scented plants can only do so much to repel mosquitoes

ficial insects that eat aphids and
other pests but not mosquitoes.
Scents of herbs and aromatics —
including lavender, rosemary,
thyme, basil and garlic — also can
repel mosquitoes, especially
when used in diffusers. But the
effectiveness of these plants var-
ies widely, in part depending on
where you plant them. “If you've
got [plants] in the back of your
yard and your deck or patio’s 20
feet away ..” Markowski says, the
mosquitoes “may stay out of your
garden, but they’ll come find you
on your patio” Placing potted
plants close to your body can
repel them to a mild degree, but a
determined mosquito will fly
around the plant and land on you.

Plant oil extraction

There’s good reason for that
determination, says Chelsea
McKinley, plant-health-care spe-
cialist at the U.S. Botanic Garden.
“They’re hungry. They want food.”
To prevent bites, she says, you'd
have to apply a plant’s scent di-
rectly to your skin. But just rub-
bing lemongrass or mint leaves
on your arms isn’t effective. The
scent, which exists in the plant’s
oils, needs to be extracted.

While you might find anecdot-

al advice online on how to grind
or boil the leaves, making home
remedies isn’t safe, largely be-
cause of allergy and potency is-
sues. An alternative is to buy
natural repellent products made
with essential oils, a growing
market that includes sprays and
creams made from the oils of
mint, citronella, lavender and
other plants. Brands such as Mur-
phy’s Naturals or All Terrain can
be found online or in organic food
stores.

Still, choosing a repellent can
be overwhelming. “The one that
has the most research and the
highest efficacy in terms of work-
ing,” McKinley says, “is lemon
eucalyptus.” For it to be effective,
she says, make sure to cover your
skin thoroughly; anywhere there
isn’t oil, mosquitoes are likely to
land and bite you. Keep in mind,
though, that the scent is often
quite pungent, and it can evapo-
rate from the skin in a few hours.

Mosquito type
Another complicating factor is
that not all scents, even in their
natural oil form, will be 100 per-
cent effective against all types of
mosquitoes. “In any given munic-
SEE MOSQUITOES ON 8
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Do scented
plants repel
mosquitos?

MOSQUITOES FROM 7

ipality in the United States,
there’s 30 to 40 different species,”
Markowski says. “Some are far
more aggressive than others.” For
instance, salt-marsh mosquitoes
in coastal areas can breed in the
billions per acre and fly long

distances. They will follow you
around with the aim of biting,
sometimes multiple times, even
during daylight hours.

To learn more about your local
mosquito population, try contact-
ing your mosquito abatement dis-
trict. These local organizations
offer information on which mos-

quito species inhabit your area,
how abundant they are and what
can be done to reduce their num-
bers. In some cases, district work-
ers will even come to your proper-
ty and assess it for you. A simple
online search on your county and
the words “mosquito control” will
bring up your local office.
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Mosquito reduction
strategies
In the end, the best way to
reduce mosquitoes is by prevent-
ing them from breeding nearby.
Remove standing water every-
where on your property, includ-
ing in gutters, toys, patio furni-
ture and pot saucers. Apply BTI
(Bacillus thuringiensis israel-
ensis), a mosquito larvae-killing
product, to still ponds or bird-
baths. “Anywhere there’s a tea-
spoon of water standing for 24
hours,” McKinley says, “you’re go-
ing to get mosquitoes breeding.”
Another strategy is to attract
the wildlife that eat mosquitoes,
including bats and birds, McKin-
ley says. “Creating a habitat that’s
conducive to that wildlife can
help,” she says, “but you probably
won’t see a dramatic reduction.”
That’s because mosquitoes in a
neighborhood, especially inva-
sive species, often drastically out-
number the birds and bats visit-
ing one person’s backyard. Mos-
quito traps with fans and funnels
have shown good efficacy, espe-
cially when multiple neighbors
on adjacent properties use them.
Also remember that sun can be
deadly to mosquitoes. Markowski
recommends reducing shady, hu-
mid areas where the insects hide
from the heat, including orna-
mental grasses, dense shrubs,
carports and rocks near ponds.
And the best way to keep a
mosquito from biting you? “Get a
fan,” McKinley says, “a big fan,
and have the fan blowing directly
on you.” Make sure the wind is
blowing on all areas of your body,
including the legs. “Mosquitoes
can’t land on you if there’s wind,”
she adds.

Karen Hugg is a professional
gardener and the author of “Leaf Your
Troubles Behind: How to De-stress
and Grow Happiness Through
Plants.” Connect with her on Bluesky
at @karenhugg.bsky.social.
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‘While mint is a deterrent for
mosquitoes, rubbing its leaves
on your arms is not effective.



Window-filled Arlington home has

BY SOPHIA SOLANO

When John Abraham first saw
the 1953 house at 2533 N Rid-
geview Road in Arlington, he
thought it felt like someone had
tried to disguise it. He saw that
beneath mid-century paint and
carpet was an International Style
house designed by a prominent
architect with materials rarely
used by builders today. He had to
have it, he said, “come hell or high
water.” The house he has owned
for almost two decades is now on
the market for $3.195 million.

The house was designed by
Donald Lethbridge, a partner in
the D.C. firm Keyes, Lethbridge &
Condon that built multiple Unit-
ed States embassies and Wash-
ington-area housing develop-
ments. He crafted the Ridgeview
House, as it is known, with and
for John Luria, a developer with
whom Lethbridge also built the
communities of Pine Spring and
Holmes Run Acres in Virginia
and Potomac Overlook in Mary-
land.

The house’s ties to respected
mid-century builders was one of
the draws for Abraham. “It’s very
rare in America to even have a
house designed by an architect,
and then it’s even rarer to have a
good one design a house,” he said.

Lethbridge positioned the
house, on more than half an acre,
to provide skyline views of Wash-

=
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PHOTOS BY CHRIS SPIELMANN

It

A 10-by-12-foot window exposes the main level to plenty of natural light.

ington. Today it also has views of
Rosslyn. It was designed with lots
of windows on the east and west
facades that fill the house with
sunlight throughout the day.
Overhangs help keep the house
warm in the winter and cool in
the summer. Luria later subdivid-
ed property around the house
but, at the time it was built, it was
the only house in the develop-
ment.

“It must have been something
when it was just this house sitting
on top of the hill,” Abraham said.

The steel-frame house was
built with concrete floor slabs
and a fieldstone foundation.

When Abraham posted the home
for sale in 2023 as a “test run”
before he was ready to sell, an
article about the listing men-
tioned the house was at one point
slated for demolition. The notion
makes him laugh.

“It would be the last house
standing in Washington under an
apocalypse,” he said. “So it wasn’t
going anywhere.”

Abraham, himself an architect
and the founder of McLean-based
firm A2 Design, Inc., bought the
house in 2007 and later em-
barked on a nine-year renovation
that touched, he said, “virtually
every surface, both interior and

exterior” Many renovations re-
vealed high-end building materi-
als — like the flagstone patio that
bisects the house and spills out to
the front and backyard and was,
before Abraham’s efforts, doused
in urethane.

Abraham added new redwood
siding (the older redwood siding
had been painted, he said, in part
because that wood was less ex-
pensive when the house was
built), new stairs, custom mill-
work, a new kitchen, new patios
and decks and fresh details to
original 10-by-12-foot sliding
glass doors.

The two-story house has six

Real Estate

LEFT: The exterior includes
tiered patios and a hot tub.
BELOW: The glass door of a
lower level entrance allows
natural light to fall on
hardwood floors.

$3,195,000

2533 N Ridgeview Rd., Arlington, Va.
Bedrooms/bathrooms: 6/6
Square footage: 5,100

Lot size: 0.75 acres

views of D.C.

bedrooms, six bathrooms and
four fireplaces. It opens from a
covered patio with a glass wall to
an open floor plan that melds
hard lines with warm wood tones.
In the kitchen, the countertops
are one-piece steel (and recently
upgraded during Abraham’s ren-
ovation) and a wood-burning
Rais stove. The primary bedroom
suite, on the main level, has a
bathroom with windows that fill
the room with diffused light.
Exposed and painted brick walls
accent the kitchen and dining
rooms.

On the lower level, a recreation
room with hardwood floors
opens to a rear patio. A gym has
two walls of mirrors, and a wet
bar has a refrigerator.

Outside are overhangs that
create 300 square feet of covered
outdoor space, patios of flagstone
and wood and a hot tub. A
driveway has parking for two
cars.

Abraham is selling the house to
move to Southern California,
where mid-century modern
homes are more common. He
hopes the next owner of this
house buys it because they “real-
ize what it is.”

“The longer you’ve been in it,”
Abraham said, “the more sort of
fascinated you are with the level
of craftsmanship and effort that
must have gone into building this
place.”
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BUYING NEW

LeDroit Park building was once a funeral home
| ﬁ

BY AMY WORDEN

‘When Washington was a segre-
gated city, Black communities
flourished in the Shaw and
LeDroit Park neighborhoods,
which were centers of jobs, wor-
ship and entertainment that re-
volved around institutions such
as Howard University, the How-
ard Theater and Hall Brothers
Funeral Home.

For nearly 80 years, Hall Broth-
ers served generations of families
who crossed the transom of the
Victorian townhouse on Florida
Avenue to pay final respects to
loved ones.

Then gentrification arrived,
and younger Hall family mem-
bers had no interestin continuing
in the funeral business. The busi-
ness, the last of a half-dozen
Black-owned funeral parlors
along the U Street-Florida Ave-
nue NW corridor, closed in 2019
and the building was sold. A
planned conversion to office
space stalled during the pandem-
ic, and the building remained
vacant and deteriorating. A car
ran into the stoop in 2000 and
destroyed the brass railings seen
in many historic photos of the
funeral home.

Enter developer Ethan Arn-
heim, who bought the property in
2022 and saw an opportunity to
preserve many architectural de-
tails while creating a seven-unit
condominium that offered what
many nearby buildings did not:
three- and four-bedroom units.

“There is a market for larger
units,” Arnheim said. “D.C. needs
more space for families.”

Arnheim, who lives in the
neighborhood, decided to “lean
in” to the funeral home history,
naming the building Washing-
ton’s Farewell Address as an hom-
age to the city, the first U.S.
president and the many farewells
that took place in the building.

As part of the LeDroit Park
Historic District, the building’s
historic facade had to be main-
tained, which presented a few
challenges, including restoring
the unusual curved glass win-
dows.

Arnheim invested in custom
replacements of some features,
including the brass handrails,
and used exterior paint colors
that matched the originals. He
preserved an artistic tile panel in
the entry and installed several
original art deco wall sconces and
pendant chandeliers in a one-
bedroom unit on the first floor.

“I hope that the restoration of
this property will contribute to
the neighborhood’s outstanding

SEE BUYING NEW ON 11
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Washington'’s Farewell
Address

621 Florida Ave NW, Washington,
D.C. 20001
Developer: 202 Partners LLC

Architect: Michael Blake,
beStudio

Type of home: Condominium
Prices: $395,000 to $785,000
Square footage: 495 to 1,240

Condo fees: $195t0 $315 a
month

Number of units: 7

Parking: There is no dedicated
parking, but residents can get a
zoned street parking permit.

Website: centralpropertiesdc.com

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP: The
exterior of the Florida Avenue
building that for decades
housed Hall Brothers Funeral
Home. The Kkitchen in unit 101.
A bay window in unit 101 has an
original art deco light fixture.
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and historically protected archi-
tecture,” Arnheim said.

The building is across from the
restored Howard Theater, which
showcased jazz legends Duke El-
lington, Louis Armstrong and
Ella Fitzgerald as well as Motown
stars James Brown and the Su-
premes.

Units are laid out like railroad
flats, and they are bright and airy
with deco-inspired chevron-de-
sign cabinets.

The four-bedroom, two-bath
loft-style penthouse has a 430-
square-foot deck and 20-foot ceil-
ings, exposed brick and wood
joists, and views of the Howard
and the stone carvings that frame
the condo building’s windows.

The three- and four-bedroom
units have two bathrooms; one
with a shower, the other with a
soaking tub and shower. Rooms
have space-saving pocket doors
and closets have adjustable shelv-
ing.

Each unit has stainless steel
appliances, including stacked
full-size washer-dryers, granite
counter tops, European cabinetry
with soft door closing and matte
black finishes. Owners can
choose their backsplash designs.

Arnheim dug out a lower level
in the deep lot to accommodate
additional units, while preserv-
ing the natural light from above.

The building is the first resi-
dential dwelling visitors encoun-
ter when entering LeDroit Park
on Florida Avenue from the west.
Shortly after he bought the prop-
erty, Arnheim contacted Mural
Arts and commissioned a bright
abstract mural for its exposed
west side.

Open-concept kitchens in-
cludes granite countertops, stain-
less steel appliances, under-cabi-
net lighting and pocket doors.

On a recent tour, Arnheim
opened a storage room to reveal
an oak newel post that was once
part of the elegant stairway next
to the funeral home reception
room. He said he couldn’t find a
way to incorporate the post into
the new design but wanted to
keep it until he has an idea.

Public Schools: Cleveland Ele-
mentary. Cardozo Education

Campus is a combined middle

——".

BENJAMIN C TANKERSLEY/
FOR THE WASHINGTON POST

The bathroom in unit 101.

and high school.

Transit: The Shaw-Howard
University Metro station, on the
Green Line, is two blocks away.

Address: 621 Florida Ave NW,
Washington, D.C. 20001

Nearby shops and restau-
rants: Stores within a short walk
include a Whole Foods supermar-

ket and Trader Joe’s. Diners can
find brewpubs and ethnic restau-
rants along the Florida Avenue
corridor, among them Shaw’s Tav-
ern gastropub which serves
Southern-inspired cuisine and
the Royal, a Latin American Res-
taurant, and Oyster Oyster, a
James Beard award-winning res-

taurant with a vegetarian tasting
menu and an optional oyster
course. The property is across the
street from the historic Howard
Theater and a short walk to an-
other landmark D.C. music ven-
ue, 9:30 Club.

Parks and Recreation: The
North Shaw Dog Park recently

Real Estate

opened in a small pocket park,
across Florida Avenue from the
building. The Park at LeDroit,
which has two playgrounds — one
for children under 5 and another
for older children — a splash pad,
community garden, exercise
equipment and a dog park, is
about a 10-minute walk away.

Your Kitchen,

Free advice. A detailed scope of work with a fixed price. Passionate
and background checked team members. All backed by a 5-year
workmanship warranty. Offering peace of mind since 1961.

r
|

the first name in

ed|

home improvement

SCHEDULE TODAY!
VA 703.691.5500
MD 301.388.5959
DC 202.770.3131

ScheduleFRED.com

A DIVISION OF @CASE VA #2701039723 | MD MHIC #138200 | DC #2242
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Family

ON PARENTING

My teen says he ‘hates’ his younger sibling. I know he means it.

BY MEGHAN LEAHY

Hi Meghan: I have a tween with
ADHD and depression/anxiety
(taking medication and in
therapy) who is extremely
frustrating to their older brother.
My older child has lots of friends,
including very close ones. The
younger child struggles with
friendships and has been the
victim of bullying at school. The
school has been good at
addressing these issues as they
come up, and my younger child
has a therapist. Still, I know they
spend a lot of time walking
around feeling unsafe.

To complicate matters, they
share a room at their dad’s house,
and there are additional same-age
stepsiblings who live there too.
My ADHD Kkid is often the odd one
out and brings drama wherever
they go, which grates on their
older sibling.

My older child is extremely
frustrated by the younger one’s
behavior toward him. He knows of
his sibling’s issues and the holes
that ADHD can cause in social
skills. Is there any hope for their
relationship? It breaks my heart
to hear him tell me how much he
hates his younger sibling, when I
know he means it.

Is there a book that would help?
Do I need to add occupational
therapy to my ADHD Kkid’s list of
interventions? We'’re to the point
of changing custody schedules so
the kids have less time together. I
grew up with siblings. I am closer
to some than to others, but we
always had a team or even an “us
against the parents” mentality.

Thank you for any suggestions
you can provide.

— Sibling Beef

Sibling Beef: Thank you for writing in.
This is a difficult situation, and there are
many big emotions and challenges in this
family.

It is impossible to do everything all at
once, so, first, sit down and make a list of
the priorities. For instance, I know the
sibling dynamic is eating at you, but this
sentence regarding your tween: “I know
they spend a lot of time walking around
feeling unsafe” is a huge red flag to me.
I'm glad the school is involved, but feeling
chronically unsafe doesn’t lead to healing
or growth. Being bullied and then staying
in the same environment where they see
the bullies or the behavior continues
means your tween’s nervous system is in
dysregulation a good bit of the day. This
means their ability to cope, stay patient
and reasonable and relate to their older
brother is simply not there. If all your
tween’s emotional energy has been used
up coping at school, there’s no amount of
meds or therapy that will totally support
him. It’s like triage, all the time.

Depending on how bad things really are

at school, you may need to make some other
decisions to help your tween navigate the
next couple of years. I don’t suggest this
flippantly; I know moving schools or home
schooling or finding other options can be a
huge drain on family time and resources,
but this is an important flexion point in
your tween’s life. If they don’t feel safe at
school and don’t feel liked at home (by
bigger, cooler brother), there is a chance
your tween makes some dangerous
decisions soon. The brain can only take so
much stress before it seeks out relief in
whatever way it can, and for teens, that can
look like substance use, illicit behaviors,
acting out at school or other self-sabotaging
behaviors.

As for the situation with the older son,
move them into separate rooms at your
co-parent’s home. It doesn’t have to be
permanent, but we don’t need added
anger where both of your kids should feel
safe. If that cannot happen, splitting the
custody so they are with different parents
at different times is a good idea. If we
want to improve their relationship, we
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need to consider other (even
inconvenient) alternatives.

Your older son is having a hard time of
it; I don’t blame him for his anger. It is
frustrating and dispiriting to have a
younger sibling who takes up this much
oxygen in the family! If you get a chance,
take your older son out to dinner and just
let him vent. Don’t offer defenses or
explanations, and definitely do not ask
your older son to be more understanding.
The goal of listening to him is to be a soft
place for his anger to land and to offer
support.

Finally, before pouring money into
another therapist for the tween, I strongly
recommend family therapy. There’s
already a tremendous amount of
resentment; finding an objective,
compassionate and wise third party will
support everyone finding better ways to
communicate, work toward goals and,
most of all, feel seen and heard.

Send parenting questions to Leahy at
onparenting@washpost.com.



Home Sales

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

These sales data recorded by the
D.C. Office of Tax and Revenue
were provided by Black Knight Inc.

NORTHEAST
Allison St., 1329, $838,000.
Brookland Grove Dr., 427, $1.01
million.
C St., 1206, $740,000.
Cherry Rd., 3148, No. 39,
$410,000.
D St., 819, No. 36, $854,500.
Downing St., 1507, $500,000.
Eastern Ave., 710, $500,000.
Eckington Pl., 1625, No. PH211,
$403,000.
F St., 332, $1.35 million.
Hamilton St., 24, $776,000.
Irving St., 1335, $505,000.
L St., 626, $960,000.
M St., 2209, No. 7, $299,900.
Monroe St., 1512, $1.32 million.
New Hampshire Ave., 5618,
$900,000.
Owen PI., 1113, $810,000.
Queen St., 1330, $899,900.
Rhode Island Ave., 1011, No. 6,
$183,900.
S St., 14, No. 205, $285,000.
South Dakota Ave., 3717,
$695,000.
Taylor St., 824, No. 4, $245,100.
Trinidad Ave., 1638, No. 3,
$725,000.
First St., 1625, $1.27 million.
Fifth St., 410, No. 16, $794,900.
Eighth St., 919, $799,000.
12th St., 440, No. 10, $555,000.
16th St., 217, No. 2, $485,000.
21st St., 4320, $540,000.
35th St., 312, $375,000.

NORTHWEST
Aberfoyle Pl., 3272, $1.9 million.
Allison St., 637, $1.15 million.
Aspen St., 1369, $929,740.
Berkeley Terr., 4751, $1.7 million.
Butterworth PI., 4931, $1.28
million.

Calvert St., 4815, $1.99 million.
Champlain St., 2328, No. 416,
$1.67 million.

Chesapeake St., 4501, $1.6
million.

Columbia Rd., 753, No. 1,
$509,000.

Connecticut Ave., 3701, No. 128,
$300,000.

D St., 631, No. 1033, $680,000.
Dumbarton St., 2702, $1.01
million.

Ellicott St., 4447, $2.21 million.
Fairmont St., 1202, No. 1,
$505,000.

Georgetown Ct., 3926, $1.4
million.

Hamilton St., 651, $540,000.
Illinois Ave., 4404, $1.06 million.
Irving St., 610, No. TO1,
$390,000.

Kalmia Rd., 1355, $1.18 million.
Kenyon St., 710, No. 2, $1.04
million.

West Lane Keys, 3039, $3.48
million.

Livingston St., 3901, $2.15
million.

M St., 910, No. 806, $489,000.
Manor Pl., 432, No. 1, $774,900.
Monroe St., 1202, $1.1 million.
N St., 226, No. 1, $750,000.
New Hampshire Ave., 1330, No.
411, $345,000.

New Jersey Ave., 1620, $1.22
million.

New Mexico Ave., 3101, No. 214,
$530,000.

Newton St., 1354, $625,000.
Oliver St., 3110, $1.19 million.

Oregon Ave., 7030, $1.31 million.

Palisade Lane, 5020, $3.38
million.

Piney Branch Rd., 6320, $1.51
million.

Prospect St., 3255, No. 5, $7.35
million.

Q St., 2527, No. 102, $430,500.

Quackenbos St., 259, $530,000.

Randolph St., 443, $750,000.

Rittenhouse St., 3361, $1.98
million.

S St., 2107, No. C, $619,000.
Shepherd St., 428, $520,000.
Somerset Pl., 712, $620,000.
Sutton PI., 3245, No. C,
$985,000.

Tracy Pl., 2503, $3.1 million.
U St., 1742, No. 102, $523,500.
W St., 149, No. 11, $395,000.
Whittier PI., 1419, $650,000.

Woodley Rd., 2515, $1.75 million.

First St., 1827, No. 2, $505,000.
Fourth St., 1551, $1.01 million.
Fourth St., 5008, $550,000.
Seventh St., 777, No. 608,
$325,000.

Eighth St., 6427, $780,000.
10th St., 1328, $1.58 million.
12th St., 1923, No. 2, $850,000.
12th St., 7435, $1.04 million.
14th St., 1133, No. 1101,
$515,000.

14th St., 4120, No. B2, $243,047.

17th St., 1902, $1.31 million.
18th St., 1601, No. 1011,
$330,000.

20th St., 1301, No. 602,
$330,000.

24th St., 922, No. 309, $261,000.

29th St., 1217, $1.6 million.
32nd St., 5330, $1.06 million.
34th St., 1667, $1.7 million.
41st St., 5312, $975,000.
45th St., 3020, $1.5 million.

SOUTHEAST
Astor Pl., 5220, $645,000.
Bay St., 1722, $1.07 million.
D St., 808, $1.59 million.
E St., 1324, No. 101, $495,000.
Hilltop Terr., 4456, $544,900.
Kimi Gray Ct., 5035, $490,000.
North Carolina Ave., 719, $1.62
million.
Pennsylvania Ave., 1346,
$859,000.
Savannah Pl., 2022, $162,450.
U Pl., 2202, $275,000.
First St., 4118, $330,000.

Fourth St., 1300, No. 305,
$580,000.

Eighth St., 10, $1 million.

11th St., 900, No. 211, $840,000.
15th St., 3401, $680,000.

25th St., 1714, $700,000.

37th St., 2010, No. B, $250,000.

SOUTHWEST
M St., 300, No. N405, $305,000.
Fourth St., 800, No. S516,
$312,000.

MONTGOMERY COUNTY

These sales data recorded by the
Maryland Department of
Assessments and Taxation were
provided by Black Knight Inc.

ASHTON AREA
Harbour Town Dr., 16530, $1.29
million.

ASPEN HILL AREA
Barkwood Dr., 14525, $720,000.
Briarwood Terr., 14306,
$575,000.

Cherry Valley Dr., 4500,
$875,000.

Grenoble Dr., 13208, $510,000.
Lake Terr., 14804, $801,000.
Parkvale Rd., 14205, $671,500.

BARNESVILLE AREA
Barnesville Rd., 17925,
$615,000.

BETHESDA AREA
Autumn Gate Lane, 8122, $1.1
million.

Battery PI., 8910, No. 6,
$468,000.

Bradmoor Dr., 8907, $850,000.
Burdette Rd., 8300, No. 402,
$1.37 million.

Cromwell Dr., 6113, $1.65 million.
Eagle Ridge Dr., 9613, $2.45
million.

Ewing Dr., 9527, $2.2 million.
Fulbright Ct., 7806, $1.62 million.

Hampden Lane, 4901, No. 404,
$3.85 million.

Lakeview Dr., 7420, No. W209,
$290,000.

Lone Oak Dr., 6415, $1.73 million.
Melvern Dr., 6103, $1.9 million.
Oak Forest Lane, 7100, $1.73
million.

Radnor Rd., 7804, $2.2 million.
River Trail Ct., 6604, $1.7 million.
Scarsdale Rd., 4800, $1.9 million.
South Chelsea Lane, 4620,
$1.35 million.

Stoneham Rd., 6311, $720,000.
Tisdale Terr., 6413, $880,000.
Westlake Terr., 7401, No. 1106,
$240,000.

Wilson Lane, 6626, $1.8 million.

BOYDS AREA
Bear Creek Dr., 14112,
$835,000.
Wildman Ct., 18004, $976,000.

BROOKEVILLE AREA
Owens Rd., 2511, $1.06 million.

BURTONSVILLE AREA
Athey Rd., 14930, $531,000.
Stepping Stone Lane, 3821,
$441,500.

CALVERTON-COLESVILLE AREA
Baker Dr., 12800, $565,000.
Caitlin Ct., 1409, $900,000.
Colesville Manor Dr., 302,
$752,000.

Fairland Rd., 2246, $445,000.
Piano Lane, 3004, No. 43,
$248,000.

Summer Hill Dr., 12914,
$675,000.

Two Farm Dr., 12921, $840,000.

CHEVY CHASE AREA
Brookside Dr., 6209, $3 million.
Connecticut Ave., 8551, No. 602,
$1.84 million.

Friendship Blvd., 5500, No.

1025N, $150,000.

North Park Ave., 4550, No. 609,

$740,000.

Summit Ave., 7201, $3.02 million.
SEE HOMES ON 2
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Willard Ave., 4515, No. 2219S,
$290,000.

CLARKSBURG AREA
Brick Haven Way, 22436,
$650,000.
Deets Alley, 1007, $845,000.
Frederick Rd., 22821, $685,000.
Harrier Way, 13503, $504,990.
Overlook Park Dr., 23610,
$642,500.
Petrel St., 13210, No. 3403,
$549,990.
Plover St., 22212, $489,990.

Verdant Oak Alley, 60, $629,900.

CLOVERLY-EDNOR AREA
Cutstone Way, 14523, $901,000.
Tindlay St., 15405, $677,000.

DAMASCUS AREA
Damascus Park Lane, 10454,
No. M18, $298,000.

Jockey Club Terr., 23917,
$635,000.

Ridge Manor Terr., 10109, No.
4000-J, $300,000.

DERWOOD AREA

Carnegie Ave., 16200, $605,000.

Fairborn Ct., 7802, $359,000.
Muncaster Mill Rd., 6604,
$643,500.

FOUR CORNERS-BURNT MILLS
AREA

Baden St., 209, $570,000.
Cherry Tree Lane, 9810,
$600,000.
Franklin Ave., 18, $430,000.
Lorain Ave., 10308, $810,000.
Moss Ave., 9939, $570,000.
Sutherland Rd., 10146,
$639,000.

GAITHERSBURG AREA
Bac PI., 9401, $704,000.
Bluebird Terr., 9229, $360,000.
Bryan Ave., 315, $212,000.
Cross Country Lane, 18623,
$373,000.

Fence Post Ct., 18027, $510,000.

Gingerbread Ct., 8808,

$710,000.

Guildberry Dr., 18422, No. 102,
$205,000.

Sandy Lake Cir., 9232,
$400,000.

South Westland Dr., 16628,
$760,000.

GAITHERSBURG-NORTH
POTOMAC AREA

Armstrong Pl., 51, $965,000.
Bucksfield Rd., 106, No. A,
$632,500.
Diamondback Dr., 510, No. 272,
$425,000.
Fields Rd., 9701, No. 200,
$210,000.

Golden Ash Way, 28, $734,500.
Hibiscus Ct., 30, No. 14,
$400,000.

Keeneland Cir., 14633,
$450,000.

Letterman Ct., 4, $850,000.
Mentmore Pl., 14717, $976,000.
Orchard Dr., 41, $502,000.
Pleasant Meadow Dr., 11516,
$1.08 million.

Quelway Ct., 9, $1 million.
Quince Orchard Blvd., 740, No.
P2, $200,000.

Ridgepoint PIl., 110, $650,000.
Salk Cir., 420, $1.58 million.
Sheets Farm Rd., 12104, $1.23
million.

Sullnick Way, 11501, $493,000.
Tschiffely Square Rd., 434,
$635,000.

Wye Oak Dr., 13320, $880,000.

GERMANTOWN AREA
Birdseye Terr., 12114, $424,000.
Chalet Dr., 18131, No. 24-202,
$225,000.

Cricket Hill Dr., 17813, $855,000.
Dairymaid Dr., 13205, No. 61,
$222,000.

Finegan Farm Dr., 14913, $1.57
million.

Jump Dr., 14036, $465,000.
Nutmeg Pl., 18507, $358,000.
Pickering Ct., 41, No. 101,
$280,000.

Rayfield Dr., 19461, $612,000.

Shipley Terr., 20244, No. 6-A-301,
$226,000.
Split Rock Lane, 18518,

$407,000.

Treebranch Terr., 18908,
$415,000.

Wheatridge Dr., 17913,
$770,000.

KENSINGTON AREA
Culver St., 9624, $1.26 million.
Everett St., 3803, $1.38 million.
Freeman Pl., 10311, $949,000.
Kincaid Terr., 3929, $485,000.
Lund PI., 11417, $731,000.
Thornwood Rd., 10104,
$800,000.

LAYTONSVILLE AREA
Belle Hollow Way, 9408,
$500,000.
Hickory Ridge Lane, 25104,
$690,000.
Ripplemead Dr., 21509, $1.2
million.
Vista Ridge Rd., 25112, $1.2
million.

MONTGOMERY VILLAGE AREA
Battery Bend Ct., 16, $556,000.
Crested Iris Way, 19730,
$428,000.

Fern Hollow Way, 9531,
$452,500.

Greenside Terr., 19812,
$484,000.

Keiffer Way, 18800, $786,400.

Marston Lane, 9620, $318,000.
Pier Point PI., 18718, $295,000.
Stedwick Dr., 19167, $402,000.
Village Walk Dr., 19520, No. 3-
102, $269,900.

MULLINIX AREA
Mullinix Mill Rd., 26417,
$510,000.

NEW HAMPSHIRE ESTATES-
HILLANDALE AREA
Sierra St., 9407, $585,000.

NORBECK-LAYHILL AREA
Bel Pre Rd., 3810, No. 9-37,
$210,000.
Camelback Lane, 2609, No. 6-11,
$205,000.
Dahill Rd., 4206, $510,000.
Farnborough Ct., 3131, No. 260D,
$250,000.
Garrett Park Rd., 4205,
$231,950.
Gould Rd., 12602, $537,000.
Interlachen Dr., 15100, No. 4,
$320,000.
Interlachen Dr., 15101, No. 1-702,
$170,000.
Jingle Lane, 12816, $639,000.
Matey Rd., 12916, $575,000.
North Leisure World Blvd., 2900,
No. 211, $318,000.
North Leisure World Blvd., 3100,
No. 802, $250,000.
North Leisure World Blvd., 3200,
No. 511, $255,000.
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Broken

Doors

A six-part podcast | No-knock warrants can destroy lives.
Why are they so easy to obtain and carry out?

«» Listen wherever you get your podcasts

http:

wapo.st/brokendoors
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® HIGH-QUALITY
3DAYBLINDS .
. vouLLlovere Treatvent  CUStom Blinds, Shades, Shutters & Drapery

BUY 1
GET 1

S0%

on Custom Blinds,

e Shades & Drapery
In-Home ,/
o A Fre@ Design Consultation |
Motorization ‘g NO OBLIGATION
and Home EE—— e
Automation -3
Options
Available

- Call To Schedule
Ak 1-855-633-9399

or visit www.3DayOffer322.com

*Trustpilot
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Faux Wood Bllnds Cellular Shades
= NI el

1.

We DESIGN
Expert Design
Consultant to
help you make
the ideal choice.

2.

We MEASURE
We measure your
windows for a
perfect custom fit.

We INSTALL

Professional
installation services,

YOU RELAX!

Personalized Experience | Fast Service | Trusted Brand

*Offer valid on 3 Day Blinds brand products only, excluding shutters and special orders. Buy 1 qualifying window covering and receive the 2nd qualifying window covering of equal
or lesser value at 50% off! Offer excludes installation, sales tax, shipping and handling. Not valid on previous purchases or with any other offer or discount. Offer Code BGXB.
Expires 12/31/25. State Contractor and Home Improvement Licenses: Arizona 321056. California 1005986. Connecticut HIC.0644950. New Jersey 13VH09390200. Oregon 209181.
Pennsylvania PA107656. Tennessee 10020. Washington 3DAYBDB842KS. County Licenses: Nassau County, NY HO107310100. Rockland County, NY H-12401-34-00-00.
Licensed through Great Windows Services, LLC: Virginia 2705172678. West Virginia WV061238. Various City Licenses Available Upon Request. © 2024 3 Day Blinds LLC.
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Prinling

For Your Future

State-of-the-art PRINTING

Booklets | Posters | Brochures | Flyers |

Postcards | Business cards | Yard
Signs [ Banners | + more!
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