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■COVER:Preserved 4-VEPNo. 3417 returned to
Waterloo station for the first time inmore than 18 years
on January 27. See page 8 for the full story. CHRISMILNER

February 2024. No. 1,475. Vol 170. A journal of record since 1897.
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TRAIN OF THOUGHT

A S Chris Milner so aptly puts it
in his feature on page 20 this
month: “What beggars belief is

how virtually new rolling stock can be
cast aside so quickly.” And what makes it
a double whammy is that, while virtually
new trains are stuck in sidings, services
on some routes are crying out for more
capacity.
One of the most high-profile examples

in recent months was the withdrawal of
HSTs from the CrossCountry network,
the operator effectively being told to
do so by the Department for Transport.
While HSTs were introduced in the 1970s,
upgrades and refurbishments over the
years have meant there is still life left in
them yet – as witnessed by the export
of some sets for further use in Mexico
and Nigeria (see page 8). Without them,
CrossCountry has had to stretch its fleet
of ‘Voyagers’ to cope – and once you
have had to stand from, say, Leeds to
Birmingham, then the average traveller
may well think twice about using rail
again.
Similarly at TransPennine Express,

where its loco-powered Mk.5 sets were
stood down in December. Without them,
TPE has had to reduce services across
the Pennines so that its mid-life Class 185
DMU and Class 802 bi-mode fleets could
be stretched to cover the work.
There are many other similar examples,

including all the new stock in store that is

yet to enter traffic, and all this against a
background of a hole in railway finances
because overall passenger numbers are
not yet back to pre-pandemic levels.
But the operators have no incentive to

try and boost these numbers because,
since the pandemic, they are now
simply paid a fee to run services and the
Government takes all the revenue risk.
Its current approach to balancing the
books is to save costs by running fewer or
shorter trains, rather than to tempt more
passengers back with a better service
and a good chance of a seat. Let us hope
the next general election brings about a
change of mindset.

Crossword cross words
My apologies to fans of our popular
crossword competition who like to submit
their entries by email. The dedicated
address mysteriously stopped working
towards the end of last year, resulting
in some head scratching within our IT
department. Suffice to say, however,
that the problem is resolved and the
address rmcomp@mortons.co.uk is now

working as normal.
Please see page 106
for this month’s puzzle
and the chance to win
£50 of books from the
Nostalgia Collection.
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VICTORIAN POWER: Aspinall 0-6-0 No. 52322 was
a star attraction at the Great Central Railway’s three-day Winter
Steam Gala on January 26-28. The locomotive was built at Horwich
Works in 1895 for the Lancashire and Yorkshire Railway, surviving
in service until 1960 and entering preservation shortly after. It is
now owned by Andy Booth at the East Lancashire Railway, but is
seen on the GCR gala’s middle day making a storming exit from
Loughborough Central with the 09.00 to Leicester North. Also
taking part in the gala were BR Standard ‘4MT’No. 75069 from the
Severn Valley Railway, six home fleet locos (Nos. 6990, 48305, 73156,
78018, 78019, 92214), the NER 1903 Autocar and Derby Lightweight
diesel unit Iris. HAYDEN SHEPPARD

The
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VEPNo. 3417was transported toWaterloo andback top-and-tailed byGBRf‘electro-diesels’Nos. 73109
Battle of Britain 80thAnniversaryand 73119 Paul Taylor– the formation seen arriving in the capital as 5Z73,
the 10.39 fromStrawberryHill via Richmond. CHRISMILNER

HSTs ENTER SERVICE INMEXICO:HST sets shipped toMexico have
entered service on the Ferrocarril del IstmodeTehuantepec (FIT) line fromCoatzacoalcos to Salina Cruz,
whichwas formally reopenedbyMexican President AndrésManuel LópezObrador onDecember 22,
writes Keith Fender. TheHSTs have beengiven new liveries and fittedwith standardNorthAmerican
buckeye couplers enabling rescue by locomotives in the event of failure. Currently one daily train eachway
uses aHST set, but it is planned to introduce a second later this year. FIT No. 3007 (the formerGWR
No. 43170ChepstowCastle) is seen at Salina Cruz on January 4. STEVE COSSEY

Railway royalty atWaterloo for the 4-VEP event on January 27,with
(standing from left) Network Rail chairmanBaron Peter Hendy, former
Network SouthEast boss Chris Green, SWRmanagingdirector Claire
Mann andGBRf chief executive John Smith, all behind ex-Southern
Regionmanager GordonPettitt. CHRISMILNER

‘Slam-door’VEP
relaunchedat
LondonWaterloo
£50,000 needed to complete third-rail EMU’smainline return.
ByChrisMilner

THE sole surviving complete
4-VEP EMUNo. 3417Gordon
Pettittwas launched back into
traffic at LondonWaterloo on
January 27.
Once thebackboneof

commuter serviceson third-rail
lines southof theThames, the
last timeaVEPwas seenat
Waterloowas in2005.

It was the culmination of
almost 10 years of work by
the Southern Electric Traction
Group (SETG), members of
which haveworked tirelessly
on the restoration of the slam-
door unit named after British
Rail’s former Southern Region
generalmanger Gordon Pettitt.
The 88-year-oldMr

Pettit was present at the
event, hence the number

‘88’displayed on the unit’s
headcode panel.
Because the restoration

has taken place at Strawberry
Hill depot, off-limits to the
public, the group used the
opportunity to showcase the
work to date, and provide a
platform for its bid to raise
£50,000 needed to fit No. 3417
with the safety equipment for
mainline running.

Boughtfor£1
The unitwas sold by South
WestTrains to theBluebell
Railway in January 2009 for
£1, and since2012 it hasbeen
in the careof the SETG–a
group foundedbySouthWest
Trains staffmembersbasedat
WimbledonParkdepot.
Theunitwaskept at several

locations, includingClapham
JunctionandBombardier
Ilford, beforemoving to its
currenthomeatStrawberry
Hill inDecember2015. SETG
isproviding the specialist
operational and technical
knowledge to return theunit to
mainlineoperation,whichcould
bedoneby theendof this year.
TheSETG is oneof theUK’s

smaller preservationgroups,
butwhathasbeenachieved
so far is nothing short of
remarkable. It acknowledges
that preservationof third-rail

vehicles remains aniche, but
has the support in-depth to
overcomeanyhurdles placed
in its path.To that end, there
arehopes theVEPwill appear
at somemainline-connected
heritage railways this year, and
theSETG’s SteveUpton said the
group is open tooffers for other
suchvisits.
The remainingwork includes

completing the restoration
of both cabs, addingdata
recorders (OTMR) andGSM-R
cab radio, and fitting central
door locking–apotentially
expensiveproject given the
numberof doors.There are
alsoplans to fit anti-override
components to thebuckeye
couplers and controlled
emission toilets.
For further information visit

www.setg.org.uk, or tomakea
donationgo towww.setg.org.
uk/donate.

MoreHSTs for export
ByAshleyButlin

THEexportof thenextbatchof
HST stock fromGreatYarmouth
toMexico isunderway.
Sevenpowercars–Nos.43007,

43295,43306/07/16/20/78–
havebeenmovedby road the
short distance fromEasternRail
Services’carriage sidings to the
docks toawait thearrival of the
cargo ship LouiseAuerbach.
Thesewill be followedby18

Mk. 3vehicles:TFKBNo. 40750;
TFBNo. 40902;TFNos. 41026,
41193;TSNos. 42036/52/53,
42366/73/78/80, 42408, 42585;
TGSNos. 44017/52/72andTCK
Nos. 45002/05.Nos. 42036and
44017arenon-operational for
spareparts.
TheexportofHST train sets

tobothMexicoandNigeriahas

beenarrangedbyUK-based
specialist RomicConsulting,
workingwithpartners suchas
EasternRail Services, Peel Ports,
andAllelys.
HSTshave travelledmillions

ofmiles inBritain, but an initial
feasibility studybyRomic
found theycould still provide
newoperatorsoverseaswith
a reliable andcost-effective
passenger train formanyyears
to come.
At the timeofgoing topress

a total of 14power cars and22
trailershavebeenshipped to
Mexico;witha further11power
cars and11 trailers shipped to
Nigeria.Theproject is expected
tocontinue for a further two
to threeyears,with further
shipments tobothcountries in
theplanning stages.
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Open access operator WSMR could return to once again connect Wrexham with London, only this time using Class 221 or 222 DMUs and use
Euston rather than Marylebone. A month after WSMR’s original launch, No. 67012 is seen shunting at Wrexham on May 30, 2008 with a typical
formation of just three Mk.3 coaches.

SIDELINES
All year DalesRail
PLANS by Northern for a new
year-round Saturday DalesRail
service are understood to
have been put forward for
approval by the Department
for Transport and the Rail
North Partnership (which
works on behalf of the DfT
andTransport for the North).

Providing popular
connections for walkers over
the course of the last 50 years,
DalesRail has traditionally
run on summer Sundays, but
following cancellations in
recent years due to a lack
of train crew, Northern took
the decision not to run any
DalesRail services at all in
2023, prioritising providing
a reliable service on routes
which operated seven days
a week.

Discussions following last
year’s suspension indicated
that Saturday diagrams would
prove easier to staff. If given
the go-ahead, details of the
newDalesRail service are
expected to be published in
time for launch on June 8.

Space for hire
THE rail research and
development facility in
Dudley,West Midlands at
theVery Light Rail National
Innovation Centre is
being offered for hire for
overhaul, maintenance and
development work for heavy
and light rail fleets.

Facilities include a 1200
squaremetre engineering hall
and a 48metremaintenance
track and pit. A through-track
leads directly onto a 2.2 km
(1.3 mile), 100mph standard
gauge test track, which
includes a 870m (0.5mile)
brick arch tunnel.

See bcimo.co.uk for details.

Awelcomepostscript
POSTSCRIPT Books (psbooks.
co.uk) has donated copies
of its many railway titles to
the Railway Collection at the
Passmore Edwards Newton
Abbot library.

Welcoming the new
partnership, library manager
LynnWest said: “The gift will
broaden our already wide
collection, especially on
modern traction subjects.”
The Railway Collection

is tended by volunteers
who acquire, organise and
categorise an extensive
collection of reference
documents, periodicals, books
and 92,000 illustrations, which
is available to researchers.

By‘IndustryUpdate’

FIRSTGROUPhasapplied to the
OfficeofRail andRoad to run
trainsbetweenKing’sCross and
Sheffield viaRetford.
Thenewservicewouldbe

anextensionof itsHullTrains
operationandoffer a faster
journey to theSouthYorkshire
city than those routedvia the
MidlandMainLine.
Twodaily return trips are

initiallyplannedwith calling
points atWorksopand
Woodhouse.
Theapplication reflectspast

useof theEastCoastMainLine
to reachSheffield, suchas the
‘MasterCutler’Pullman that ran
viaRetforduntil 1966, aswell as
the lowmarket shareheldby rail
for journeysbetweenSheffield
andLondon, threequartersof
whicharemadeusingprivate
cars anda further9%bycoach.
Thatmarket sharewas the

basis of FirstGroup’s application
to run theLumoopenaccess
servicebetweenEdinburgh
andKing’sCross,whichoffered
reduced fares to compete
withairline travel andhas
attractedmore than twomillion
passengers since the service
began inOctober2021.
Lumoruns fivedaily return

services callingatMorpeth
andNewcastleusinga fleetof
five-carClass 803EMUswhich

are configuredasStandard
Class-only.
All successful openaccess

operations so far areon theEast
CoastMainLine,which inpart
reflectsworkdone to increase
capacity– includingHitchin
flyover, the closureofBarkston
JunctionnorthofGrantham,
andWerringtondive-under
northofPeterborough.

GWMLenhancements
OntheGreatWesternMainLine,
GrandUnionTrainshas received
approval tooperatebetween
CarmarthenandLondon,with
intermediate calls that include
Cardiff.
TheORR’sdecision letterof

December1, 2022providesa
useful insight into the forecast
revenue for the servicesby
indicating that44%wouldbe
newbusiness.Anattractionwill
benon-stop runningbetween
Bristol ParkwayandPaddington.
However, it is understood the
start datehasbeenputback
beyond the intendedDecember
2024 timetable change.
The responsebyGreat

WesternRailway toGUThas
been to increase services
toCarmarthen,whichhas
thepotential toweaken the
revenueof thenewopen
accessoperator, although
theCompetitionandMarkets
Authorityhaspowers to

intervene if anyaction is seen
asbeinganabuseofmonopoly
power.
Elsewhere,GWR is seeking to

reflect thepost-Covidgrowth
ofdemand in the leisuremarket,
with the reinstatementofdirect
servicesbetweenBristol and
Oxford.Thesewerewithdrawn
in2003becauseof congestion
atDidcotWestCurve,which
washeavilyusedat the time
byMGRcoal trains serving the
now-closedpower station.
GrandUnionTrainshas

alsobrokennewgroundby
applying tooperate cross-
country services fromCardiff
toEdinburghviaBirmingham.
All previousopenaccess
applicationshaveconcentrated
onproviding improved
linkswithLondon,which
dominates the railmarket for
travelbetween the largest
conurbations, andattracts
business travelwithpassengers
payinghigher fares than
journeysmade for leisure.

Wrexhamrevival
TheWestCoastMainLinehas
not seenanyopenaccess
services todate.
One factorwasanagreement

withprevious franchised
operatorVirginTrains toacquire
‘Pendolinos’includedprotection
fromcompetition for 15years.
Thisbecamesignificantwhen

openaccessoperatorWrexham,
Shropshire andMarylebone
Railway (WSMR)wasdenied
access to carrypassengers
betweenWolverhamptonand
London.
AlthoughWSMRoperated

between2008and2011, itwas
not viable.Anewapplication to
run servicesbetweenWrexham
andLondonhasnowbeen
made to theORR,withWSMR
nowretitledas theWrexham,
Shropshire andMidlands
Railway seekingaccess rights
toEuston.
Theendof restrictions at

Wolverhampton, and the likely
useofClass 221/222DMUs
releasedbyeitherAvanti or
EastMidlandsRailway,will
enable faster journeysanda
betterchanceof success.Paths
toprovide fiveweekday return
services (fouronSundays)
havebeenconfirmedbased
onDecember’s timetable.
Callingpoints areGobowen,
Shrewsbury,Telford,
Wolverhampton,Darlaston
(new),Walsall, Coleshill Parkway,
Nuneaton, andMiltonKeynes.
TheORRhadpreviously

approvedopenaccess services
on theWCML for Euston to
Blackpool services, but the
pandemicdisrupted the start-
up, andbackerArrivawithdrew
financial supportgiven the likely
scaleof initial losses.

Rise in open access applications
FirstGroup seeks to serve Sheffield, whileWrexham and Shropshire could return.
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LNER considered using newGovernment legislation to implement aMinimumService Level during a strike planned for February 2 by drivers’
unionASLEF, but later changed itsmind. LNER‘Azuma’No. 801220 is pictured at Leeds on September 27, 2023. PAUL BICKERDYKE

Drivers’ strike action stalemate
Negotiations
remain deadlocked
18months after
strikes began, but
train operators opt
not to use the new
‘MinimumService
Levels’legislation.

By‘IndustryUpdate’

THE call for further strike action
by traindrivers’unionASLEF
has so far seena reluctanceby
operators tomakeuseof new
legislation that gives themthe
power to insist that aminimum
level of service is providedon
strikedays.
ASLEFgave the required14

days’noticeof action for a series
of one-day strikes tobegin as
this issuewent topress, taking
place at 16 individual operating
companiesbetween January
30andFebruary 5, plus an
overtimebanbetween January
29andFebruary 6.
Train operators nowhave

legal powers, which came into
force inDecember 2023, to
issue a‘work notice’to staff to
operate services on a strike day.
If the notice is ignored, it can
remove their normal immunity
fromdisciplinary procedures
for being absentwithout leave.
Work notices to individual staff
have to be issued at least seven
days in advance, and so had to
be delivered by January 23.
Only LNER advisedASLEF

it would be implementing a
MinimumService Level (MSL)
for the proposed strike day on
February 2.The response from
the trade unionwas that if
this planwas to go ahead,
then itwould extend the
strike for a further period from
February 5-9.
LNER subsequently took

the view itwas notworth
pursuing theMSLproposal,
which resulted inASLEF
withdrawing the threat of strike

actionover a longer period.
Althoughother operators

hadpreliminarymeetingswith
the aimof issuingworknotices
tomaintain abasic timetable,
these came tonothingas itwas
judged that suchactionwould
inflame rather than create an
atmosphere for negotiations to
resolve thedispute.

Nofreedom
In reality, resolving thedispute
is not something the train
operators (whether either
directly runby theGovernment
or holdingDepartment for
Transport contracts) have any
freedomof actionover.
The4%ceiling for apayoffer

setwhennegotiations started
last year, is a figure imposedby
theDfT at the insistenceof the
Treasury aspart of its policy to
reduce inflation.
In awider context, pay

restraint hasbeen successful as
therehasbeena substantial fall
in inflation to3.9%at theend

of 2023. Butwhathasnotbeen
accounted for is the economic
cost of thedisruption to rail
services as a result of people
notbeingable towork, and
theeffect of reduced spending
in the retail, hospitality, and
leisure sectors.TheCentre

for Economics andBusiness
Researchestimated that all this
cost at least £500million for the
six-monthperiod to January
2023.

Pay restraint is not theonly
elementof restrictions thatDfT-
sponsored trainoperators face
innegotiating settlements, and
reformof rosteringpractices

is also seenas a requirement
tobringanend to thedispute.
This is not unreasonable
given the current practiceof
voluntaryworkingonSundays,
and theneed for changewas
illustratedby the situation that
occurredonChristmas Eve
2023–which fell on a Sunday–
wherewidespreadunplanned
timetable cancellations took
place.
It isworth remembering that

agreements havebeen reached
where contracts arenot the
responsibility of theDFTbutof
devolvedadministrations such
asTransport for London, the
Scottish andWelshParliaments,
and the Liverpool City Region
–aswell as the independent
passenger and freight open
access operators.

Payandpractice
There is agrowingacceptance
that pay increases to reflect
historically high levels of
inflation (whichbeganwith the

disruption toenergy supplies
following theRussian invasion
ofUkraine in February 2022)
shouldbe separated fromthe
more contentiousmatter of
reformofworking conditions,
whichwill require agreement
with the individual train
operators.
But theGovernment shows

little signof allowing the two
issues tobe separated, or of
seekingmediation to resolve
theongoingdisputewithASLEF
members.
Theoriginal objectiveof pay

restraint to reduce inflation
hasbeenachieved, but
industrial actionon the railways
continues tohurt other sectors
of theeconomy that dependon
public transport forworkers or
customers.
Resolutionof theRMT

dispute aboutpaywas
resolvedanda settlementwith
ASLEF could follow if paywas
decoupled fromnegotiations
aboutworkingpractices.

OFF-PEAKandSuperOff-
Peak faresweredue tobe
withdrawnonselectedLNER
journeys fromFebruary5, as
part of a two-year trial to
simplify the rangeof ticket
optionsavailable.
Themovemeans that

journeyswill bepricedmore
closely todemandon trips
fromKing’s Cross toNewcastle,

Berwick-upon-Tweedand
Edinburgh.
Only three typesof ticket

will beavailableon these
routes:Advance,Anytime, and
anew‘70minFlex’thatoffers
passengers theability to travel
onother LNERservicesup to
70minuteseither sideof their
originallybookeddeparture.
LNERsaidOff-Peakand

SuperOff-Peak faresonly
represented11%of journeys
madeon its services,while
trainoperators’body theRail
DeliveryGroup found35%of
potential rail passengers are
putoff because they find it
difficult to find the right fare.
However, critics argue the

move is just abackdoorway
of chargingpassengersmore,

becauseonce theAdvance
and70minFlex tickets sell out,
theonlyoption leftwill be the
most expensiveAnytime ticket.
‘Turnupandgo’passengers
mayalsobe facedwithbuying
theAnytime farewhen they
mightpreviouslyhavehad the
twocheaperOff-Peakoptions.
Because the trial only

applies to journeysbetween

the threenamedstations
andLondon,Off-Peak tickets
are still available toother
destinations.Thismeans, for
example, thatbuyinganOff-
Peak ticket to thenext stopat
Haymarket (andmakingavalid
breakof journeyatWaverley)
couldbecheaper thanoneof
theavailable LNERoptions to
Waverley.

Simplified fares trial couldmake some journeysmore expensive

“A settlement
with ASLEF could
follow if paywas
decoupled from

negotiations about
working practices”
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Kent& East Sussex Railway‘Terrier’0-6-0TNo. 10 Suttonwaits to
departTenterdenTownon February 3, 1974 – the day passenger trains
beganoperating on the heritage line.
DAVID HEPBURNE-SCOTT/RAIL ARCHIVE STEPHENSON

HISTORIC ICON
SHOWCASED IN
ABERYSTWYTH:
Britain’s oldest narrowgauge
loco, 1848-built FireQueen,
its tender and theDirector’s
Coach, became the first
exhibits to enter the new
museumat theVale of Rheidol
Railway, on the evening of
January 19, 2024. Further
exhibitswill follow in the
comingweeks.Themuseum in
Aberystwyth is due to open to
the public in lateMarch,when
the railway opens again for
the new season. See separate
story onNarrowGaugeNews
page 67. PHIL BUDD

SIDELINES
Eurostar ‘back to
pre-Covid levels’
PASSENGER numbers on
Eurostar are back in line with
pre-Covid levels. In 2023 the
operator carried 18.6 million
passengers, an increase of
22% on 2022. The London to
Paris service carried almost
8 million passengers (up
25%); the London to Brussels
route carried 2.2 million (up
+33%); and the London to
Amsterdam service was used
by 1.1 million passengers (a
rise of 38%).

From June 14, Eurostar’s
cross-Channel terminal at
Amsterdam Centraal will
be closed for six months for
renovation works. During this
time, Eurostar will operate
three direct daily services
from London to Rotterdam
and Amsterdam. In the
return direction, there will
be a connecting service
at Brussels-Midi providing
a 48-minute to one hour
connection between the
Amsterdam-Rotterdam-
Brussels train and the
Brussels-London train.

Online auction
EXAMPLES of signage from
London terminals will be
offered for sale together
when they come under
the hammer at Railwayana
UK Ltd’s March 1-3 online
auction.

Rare, mint examples from
King’s Cross (York Road)
and Paddington feature
alongside Broad Street and
Charing Cross totems, with a
SRWaterloo target also being
offered (see photo above).

They are among a
catalogue of more than 70
BR totems from across the
regions – along with a host of
components and accessories
from Bulleid Pacifics.

Twoheritage linehalf-
centuries tobecelebrated
East Somerset, and Kent & East Sussex
railways tomarkmilestones this year.

ADIESELgala is tokickoffaseries
ofevents thisyear tocelebrate
the50thanniversaryof theKent
&EastSussexRailway (K&ESR)as
aheritage line.
Returningaftera14-year

absence, theclassic traction
event isduetobeheldonApril
12-14and is set to featureClass
33/2No.33202andClass14
No.D9504,aswell as several
specialguestarrivals–detailsof
whichwillbeannouncedshortly.
A steamgala isplanned to

beheldon June1/2,which is
expected to includeavisiting
loco, the identityofwhich
remains tobeconfirmed.There
will alsobeopportunities togo
behind the scenes, amongother
attractions.
Sunday, February3marked

theactual anniversaryofwhen
passenger services restarted

on theheritage line, beginning
atTenterdenand finishingone
mile theother sideofRolvenden
– the first sectionof line tobe
reopenedat that stage.The
official reopeningceremony
was conductedatTenterden
TownStationon June1
by theRtHonWilliamDeedes,
the thenMP forAshfordwho
subsequentlybecameLord
Deedes.
The first passenger service

thatday in1974wasworkedby
GWRdiesel railcarNo.W20W,
currently in the final stagesof its
major restoration.Adate for the
iconic railcar to re-create that
journeywill beannounced in
duecourse.
Meanwhile, theEast

SomersetRailway’s (ESR)March
16/1750thAnniversaryGala is
set topayhomage to the line’s

roots in theDavidShepherdera,
bywelcomingahigh-profile
steam loco.
No. 6880BettonGrange, the

latest steam loco toenter traffic
inBritain is expected to star

in theevent.No. 6880 is set to
operatealongside theESR’s
home fleetofGWR‘LargePrairie’
No. 4110, BR Ivatt‘2MT’2-6-0
No. 46447andAndrewBarclay
0-4-0STNo. 1719 LadyNan.

Summer opening after all for Northumberland Line
ByGraemePickering

AMONTHafter its leader
warnedof a likelydelay to the
launchofpassenger services
on the‘Northumberland
Line’betweenNewcastle and
Ashington,Northumberland
CountyCouncil has confirmed
that trainswill run fromsummer
2024after all, but the stations
are tobeopened inphases.
Theauthority said thiswas

toallowservices to start“at the
earliestpossibleopportunity”
on the15mile route, running
north-easterly fromBenton

North Junction,where freight
hasbeen theonly regular traffic
since local passenger trains
ceased in1964.
Ashington,Newshamand

SeatonDelavalwill beopen
fromdayone,butexactdates
are still tobe finalised for the
other three–Northumberland
Park, BedlingtonandBlyth
Bebside. Confirmation that
stationcompletionwouldbe
staggered, followingmonthsof
speculation,wasdescribedasa
“kick in the teeth”forBedlington
bycounty councillorMalcolm
Robinson.HisBlyth-based

counterpart Jeff Reid raised
doubts that residentswould
cross town touseNewsham
stationwhilewaiting for
Bebside tobe finished.
Thedelayedcompletionof

NorthumberlandParkwillmean
anypassengers intending to
continue their journeybyMetro
will have to travel toNewcastle
tomake their connection.
Council leaderGlen

Sanderson,whosuggested
at theendof last year that
passengeroperations couldbe
delayeduntil late2024, said:
“Weunderstand theremay

be somedisappointmentby
adopting thisphasedapproach
and thankpeople for their
patiencewhile this criticalwork
continues.”
Groundconditions, including

presenceofoldmineworkings,
continue tobeoneof the
biggest challenges for station
construction.Thecouncil
has admitted that there is
still“agreatdeal ofwork”to
becompletedon the£236
million scheme.Goodprogress
betweennowand the spring is
said tobe“critical”to restoring
passenger serviceson target.

12 FEBRUary 2024 • The Railway Magazine

Headline News

https://mrtns.uk/PRE-ORDER-RM
https://mrtns.uk/PRE-ORDER-RM


https://www.railtrail.co.uk
https://www.railtrail.co.uk


Topprize is amoney-cannot-buy cab ride in a Class 66 courtesy of DBCargo.

Final call forentries in the
RCTSphotocompetition
Free-to-enter
contest has a
fabulous range of
prizes up for grabs.
ASPIRING photographers have
just a fewweeks left to get
entries in for a chance to scoop
somegreat prizes, as the joint
RCTS/MortonsMedia railway
photographic competition
closes at the end ofMarch.
Youcan submitup to two
entries inanyor all of the four
categoriesusingphotographs
taken since January2022.
TheOverall Competition
winnerwill enjoy amoney-
cannot-buymainline cab ride
courtesy of DB Cargo, with this
most likely being somewhere
in the north of England.
Thewinner of theModern

Traction sectionwill join GBRf
for a session on one of its
locomotive driver simulators,
while theHeritage Railway
winnerwill be entertained at
theNeneValleyRailwaywith
thevisit includinga tourof the
shedsatWansfordandacabride.
For thePeople andRailways
winner, your destinationwill
be the East Lancashire Railway
for a cab ridewith a choice

of steamor diesel traction,
while theRailways and the
Environment prizewinnerwill
visit the SevernValley Railway
for a look behind the scenes
at Kidderminster diesel depot
and a diesel cab ride.
In addition, each of
thewinnerswill receive a
RCTS book and a one-year
subscription to aMortons

magazine of their choice.
The second prizewinner
in each categorywill receive
a RCTS book andMortons
subscription of their choice,
while the third-placed entry
will have the choice of either
a RCTS book or aMortons
subscription.
A Judges’Special

Commendation prize of two

first class tickets and tea for
two at theTalyllyn Railwaywill
also be awarded to a further
stand-out image deemed
worthy of recognition.
Formore information and to
submit your entries, please visit
the RCTS’s website at
https://rcts.org.uk/ and follow
the link to the competition.
Good luck!

Railways in Parliament Compiled by Jon Longman

IETfleethitches
LORDBradshawaskedwhat
steps theGovernment is
taking toaddress inadequate
accommodationonservices
betweenCardiff andLondon,
andwhether that shortage is
the responsibilityof the train
operatoror the rolling stock
provider.
TransportMinister and
fellow lifepeer LordDavies
ofGoweranswered:“The
majorityofGWRservices are
operatedby itsHitachi Intercity
ExpressTrain (IET) fleet.Under
the termsof itsNational Rail
Contract,GWRmustuse
its rolling stock todeliver a
consistent, efficient service.
GWRreviews loadingand
capacitydata to try toensure
appropriate formations.
“Recentlyhowever,GWR
hasexperiencedchallenges
withboth the reliabilityof its
network infrastructureand
fleet availability. Anumber
of IETshavebeenoutofuse
due to significantdamage,

including long-termcrack
repairs, engine issuesand
water ingress.
“TheDepartment for
Transport (DfT) is engaged
withGWRandNetworkRail
to seek improvements and
securea level of servicewhich
passengersdeserve.”

Combattingstrikes
THEBishopof StAlbans
wanted toknowwhat steps
theGovernment is taking to
minimisedisruption from
strikesbydrivers.
LordDavies said:“The
ASLEFunionhasmandates
for industrial actionending
betweenFebruaryandApril
for all 14 trainoperating
companies.
“Parliamenthasapproved
regulations to implement
minimumservice levels…
designed to reduce
disproportionatedisruption
causedby strikes.The
regulations came into forceon
December8.

“Whilst it is hoped that
these regulationsneednot
beused, and strikeaction
canbeavoided, theyprovide
employerswithanadditional
tool to supportpassengersby
enablingaminimumlevel of
service tobedeliveredduring
any strikeaction.”

Class730depots
EASINGTON’s LabourMP
GrahameMorris askedhow
much funding theDepartment
forTransportplans toprovide
through theWestMidlands
Trains (WMT)National Rail
Contract fordepot and
stabling facilities for theClass
730 fleet.
TransportMinisterHuw
Merrimansaid:“TheDfT
continues towork closelywith
WMTonnewandadditional
depot andstabling facilities for
theClass730 fleet.
“As theseprojects are liveand
the sizeof the final programme
is still beingdetermined, the
costs arenot yet known.”

Revealingrestorations
NORTHDurhamLabourMP
Kevan Jamesasked if theDfT
will publish the latest roundof
successful bids to theRestoring
YourRailwayFund (RYR).
MrMerrimansaid:

“Under theNetworkNorth
announcement, theDfT
confirmed that a further11
RYR-originated schemeswill
progress todelivery, subject to
successful business cases.
“Weare in theearly stagesof
planningnext steps, including
timelines, for these schemes
andareworkingclosely
withNetworkRail andother
partners todevelopand
deliveron theseGovernment
priorities.”

CastleLineupgrade
LORDBradshawaskedwhat
discussions theDfT ishaving
withEastMidlandsRailways
(EMR)about restoring the
pre-pandemic levels of service
betweenNottinghamand
Lincoln.

LordDavies replied:“The
DfT isworkingcloselywith
EMRto reintroduce services
whichwere removed in June
2021. LastMay, sixweekday
services andeight Saturday
servicesbetweenLeicester and
LincolnviaNottinghamwere
reinstated.”

XCfleetexpanding
LORDBradshawthenasked
whatdiscussions theDfT
ishavingwithoperator
CrossCountry toaddress the
shortageof accommodation
onservicesbetween the
ThamesValleyand thenorth,
makingmoreof the stock
currently in storeavailable.
LordDavies added:“Officials
meet regularlywith train
operators.Under thenew
National Rail Contractwhich
commenced inOctober, extra
carriagesaredue tobeadded
to theCrossCountry fleet in the
next fewyears, as theybecome
available in the rolling stock
market.”

Teenarmy
tacklescharity
‘Tubeathon’
A17-year-old is set to takeon
anewLondonUnderground-
relatedchallenge raising funds
for charity,writesRhysEvitts.
EitanOkrenthasdevised
the‘Tubeathon’walking
event inaidof theLivesNot
Knives campaign,which
raisesmoney toprevent knife
crimeandviolenceamongst
disadvantagedyoungpeople
across London.
Thechallengewill see teams
ofwalkers cover all 11 lines
and272LondonUnderground
stationson footwithin24hours.
All the routes combinedaccount
for almost250miles and85
hoursofwalking. It is set to take
placeonSunday, February25
witha celebrationevent after to
mark theachievement.
“A coupleofmonthsago I
started toadvertise it toallmy
friendsandevery youngperson
I know, andnow Ihave120
people signedup,”saidEitan.
“They’ve formed27different
teamswhoareall going towalk
different routes.Once Ihadall
thesepeople signedup, I began
toplanout all the routes. I had
tomake sure that eachone
couldbedone inonedayand
that the routes coveredall of the
stationsat leastonce.”
The initial target is £3,000and
but to findoutmoreormakea
donationvisitwww.justgiving.
com/page/tubeathon
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10-mile Chiltern tunnel
drive nears completion
AFTERa two-and-a-half year
driveunder theChilternhills,
tunnellingmachinesFlorence
andCeciliahad reached the
CheshamRoad intervention
shaftbymid-December.
Headingnorth fromLondon

(thedirection fromwhich the
twinbores arebeingexcavated),
it is the fifthand final shaft along
the10-mile routeof the tunnel.
In reaching thispoint, the two
machineshavecompleted90%
of theirwork, alreadyexcavating
around2.8million cubicmetres
of chalk and flint.
Hiddenbehind trees, the top

of the42metre (138 feet) deep
shaftnearGreatMissenden, for
emergencyaccess,will havea
‘headhouse’above it, designed
to resemble local farmbuildings.
Excavationof the four

other shafts for ventilation
andemergencyuse (near
Chalfont StPeter, Chalfont
StGiles, Amershamand
LittleMissenden)hasbeen
completed,withattention
turning tobuilding their internal
structures and‘headhouses’.
■Ninetyengineerswere
involved in theoperation to
assemble the1,600 tonne
boringmachinewhichwill
complete the secondboreof
the3.5mile-longBromford
tunnel, betweenWater
Orton inNorthWarwickshire
andWashwoodHeath in
Birmingham.
Mostof it previously formed

partofDorothy, theTBMused
in theexcavationof Long
ItchingtonWood tunnel. It is
due to launch in spring from

WaterOrton,where sisterTBM
MaryAnnbegan itsworkon
the first bore lastAugust.Mary
Ann is set tobreak throughat

WashwoodHeathat theend
of this year,with theas-yet-
unnamedsecondTBMdue to
complete itsbore inmid-2025.

Thebridge deck push atWendoverDeanViaduct is seen in its initial
stages lastmonth. HS2

WASHWOODEARTHWORKS:
Over onemillion cubicmetres of earth hadbeen excavated
bymid-December from the site atWashwoodHeath in
BirminghamwhereHS2’s Network Integrated Control
Centrewill be built. As seen in this computer-generated
image, the sitewill also accommodate a stabling yard and
trainmaintenance building, aswell as facilities for drivers
andmaintenance staff. Overall, it will support aworkforce
of around 550people. After a century and a half of railway
use, initially as amarshalling yard and later as sidings, tasks
have included cleaning-up contaminated land.Washbrook,
which ran through the site, has beendiverted,with the aim
of creating localwildlife habitats. TheHS2 route emerges
fromBromford tunnel to the right of the stabling area,
runningbetween the site and theDerby to Birmingham
line. HS2

Thework site at the 42metre (138 feet) deep shaft at CheshamRoad
near GreatMissenden, one of fivewhichwill provide emergency
access to the Chiltern tunnel. The tunnel boring operation belowhad
reached this point bymid-December. HS2

SIDELINES
Delta Junction viaduct
starts to take shape
THE initial 920 tonne deck
span on the River Tame
West viaduct in North
Warwickshire was completed
before Christmas. It is the
first of six precast segmental
viaducts which form part of
HS2’s Delta Junction to take
shape. The first span consists
of 16 concrete segments
which were moved into place
over a 22 day period using a
truss structure. All three of its
initial spans are expected to
be completed by the spring.

Segments on themove
DELIVERIES by rail
of segments for HS2’s
London tunnels began
from STRABAG’s factory in
Hartlepool during December.

A former oil rig fabrication
site at the town’s docks was
redeveloped into a precast
concrete manufacturing
operation to meet the
combined construction
needs of Northolt East and
Euston tunnels for a total of
83,000 segments.

Freightliner is operating
the trains to HS2’s London
Logistics Hub nearWillesden
Junction, which will each
carry up to 20 rings of
segments. Having been
disused for around 15 years,
the railhead alongside the
factory has been extended to
facilitate the new traffic.

Public views sought for
design options
PUBLIC events were held
during January to gather
opinions on design options
for Balsall CommonViaduct,
north-west of Kenilworth.

Work has already started
on the 16 piers of the 425
metre (465 yard) long
structure, but feedback
from the sessions will be
used to determine whether,
when finished, it should
incorporate a plain concrete
parapet, or one which is red,
green or highly polished (to
reflect its surroundings).

There are also options to
incorporate various patterns
on the parapet, reflecting
local history.

Year-longviaductdeck
operationgetsunderway
Pioneering composite structure reaches
critical stage at Buckinghamshire bridge.
ATHIRDof amileofbridgedeck
will begraduallymoved into
position forWendoverDean
viaduct inBuckinghamshire
during thecourseof this year.
Insteadofusing solidpre-

stressedconcrete, the492-yard
viaductwill consist of‘double
composite’spans.
In thismethod, twosteel

beamsare sandwiched
between two layersof
reinforcedconcrete, creatinga
hollow, lightweight yet strong
structurewhich isdesigned
tomaximise thecombined
strength frombothmaterials.
HS2Ltd says it is the first

major railwaybridge in the
UK tobebuilt using this kind

of composite approach. By
adopting this rather thana
more traditionalmethod,
the carbon footprintof the
structure is estimated tohave
beenmore thanhalved.Once
construction is complete, the
fieldboundariesandhedgerows
will be recreated toprovide
uninterruptedaccess for farmers
and local residents.

Threestages
Theviaductdeckwill be
assembled in three stages, using
sections ranging from90-180m
(98-197yards) in length.
InwhatHS2Ltdhasdescribed

asa“critical”and“delicate”stage
of construction, each section

of thedeckwill bepushedout
from itsnorthabutmentand
thenext attachedbehind it.
Thisprocessmeans that the

weightof thedeckwill gradually
increaseduring theyear, from
an initial 590 tonnes to3,700.
This is the longestdeck slide

on theHS2project todate, anda
winchwill beused tomove the
deck forwardonto theviaduct’s
ninepiers,whichareup to14
metres (46 feet) high.As this
part of the railway isona slight
gradient, the finishingpoint is
1.8metreshigher than the start.
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LMS ‘Black Five’4-6-0 No. 45212 hauls 2Y68 12.50 ‘The
Jacobite’ service from FortWilliam to Mallaig by Borrodale
on Thursday, September 28, 2023. IAN DIXON

WestCoast loses legalbattle–
thendoorexemption revoked
Popular‘Jacobite’service set to go
aheadwith central door locking fitted.

ByChrisMilner

EFFORTSbyWestCoastRailway
(WCR) tohavea judicial review
of theOfficeofRail andRoad’s
(ORR) refusal togrant a further
exemption fromcentral door
locking requirementshave
beendismissed.

Thedecision inDecember
means that theheritage train
companycannotoperate
hinged-door carriageson the
main lineunlessCentralDoor
Locking (CDL) is inplace.

The failure to find in favour
ofWCRwas swiftly followed
bya revocationof anexisting
exemption that allowed it to
usehinged-doorMk.1 carriages,
adecision that impacts the

Carnforth-basedcompany’s
charteroperations.

Themove followson from
theORR’sdecision inMarch
2023not toawardany future
exemptions toWCR forMk.1
stockonmain lineoperations
unless itwas fittedwithCDL.

The regulatorwantedall
operatorsofheritage stock
tomeet improvedminimum
safety standards.

Longtimecoming
As far backas2018, theORR
toldheritageoperators that
from2023, exemptions from
Regulation5of theRailway
SafetyRegulations1999would
onlybe issued inexceptional
circumstances.

WCR’s exemption for
Regulation5wasgranted in
2012 for a10yearperiod,but
this exemptionexpiredon
March31, 2023.Theoperator
hasbeenworkingwith
temporaryextensions since
thenand,with theexpirydate
looming,wasgivenpermission
topursuea Judicial Reviewto
challenge theORR’sdecision.

Therewere fivegrounds to
WCR’s request:
1. TheORRmisinterpreted the

RailwaySafetyRegulations
2. TheORRunlawfully fettered

itsdecision
3. TheORR failed to take

relevant considerations into
account

4. TheORR’sdecisionwas
adisproportionate
interferenceon the
Claimant’s right to the
protectionofproperty

underArticle 1, Protocol 1of
theEuropeanConvention
onHumanRights

5. TheORR’sdecisionwas
irrational at common law
given itsdisproportionate
anddraconianeffect.

Supportingevidence
Evidencewasheardat the
RoyalCourtsof Justiceon
November21/22before
Mrs JusticeThornton.

More than1000pagesof
supportingwitness evidence
wasproducedbyWCR,which
claimed thecostof fittingmore
than130vehicleswould cost
the companyaround£3million
(September2021 figures).

This figurehadbeen revised
byNovember2022 to£7m,and
wasbasedondirect costs and
lost revenue,but the judge

notedWCRdidnotprovideany
supportingevidence for this.
WCRalso claimed fittingCDL
was“disproportionate in the
contextof a vanishingly small
risk to safety”.

At thehearing, theORR
said it hadcalculated thecost
of fittingCDL tobearound
£26,250per vehicle, amounting
to£348,440 for a12-carriage
train.TheORRadded that the
maximumnumberof trains
perday for a singleheritage
operatorwasa four,meaninga
potential outlayof £1,393,960
for four rakesof stock.Having
carried101,429passengers
on the‘Jacobite’in2023, it
was suggested that a£10
rise in fareswouldgenerate
more than£1millionwithno
additional overheads. Profit for
WCR from‘The Jacobite’was
said tobe£1millionbasedon
turnoverof £5.7million.

Otheroperators
Mrs JusticeThorntonheard
thatother smallerheritage
trainoperatorshad invested
inCDLandpassed thecosts
ontocustomers througha
modest increase in ticketprices.
BecauseWCRhad refused to
fit central locking, it hadbeen
able tooperateat a lower cost
base, putting it at a significant
competitiveadvantage. In
addition, otheroperators
haddone theCDLworkout
of season in Januaryand
February,when fewer tours run,
thus reducing the impacton
revenue.

On June9, 2023 theORR
conductedanunannounced
andanonymous inspectionof
‘The Jacobite’train inScotland
followinga reportbyawhistle-
blowerabout theoperation
of traindoors.The inspection
identified issues thatwere in
breachof the conditionsof the
Regulation5exemption.

TheORRwasconcerned that
anunsuperviseddoor could
beopenedwith the train in
motionornot completely ina
platform, aswell as the riskof
injury fromabranchor lineside
object frompassengers leaning
outof thedroplightwindows.

Aprohibitionnoticewas
servedon June14,but services
commenced thenextday
followingWCR’s acceptable
response.

A secondunannounced

18 FEBRUary 2024 • The Railway Magazine

Headline News



No. 60103 Flying Scotsmanarrives at Locomotion, Shildon onDecember 14, the final stop of its 2023
centenary tour.The venue attracted 37,500 visitors to see Scotsman in light steamover Christmas.
CHARLOTTE GRAHAM/NRM

inspectionwasmadeon
July14which resulted in the
servicebeing suspended
thenextdaydue to similar
concernsnotedduring the
June inspection.This led to the
withdrawalof theexemption
certificateon July19and
suspensionof‘The Jacobite’for
severalweeksat theheightof
the season.
Following recruitmentof

additional stewards topatrol
thevestibules, extra labelling
bydoors andothermeasures,
serviceswereallowed to
recommence.
Thecourt judgmentalso

refers toan incident in June
2022whereapassenger
attempting toopen thedoor
of amoving trainoverpowered
a stewardandhad tobe
restrainedbyplatformstaff.
During theperiodwhile

waiting for the review to
beheard,WCRwasable to
continueoperationsusing
non-CDLMk.1s after theORR
granteda further short-term
exemptionuntil February29,
2024,whichallowedChristmas
charters tooperate.
Operatorsof similar stock–

ScottishRailwayPreservation
Society,VintageTrains and
HastingsDiesels –also
haveongoingexemptions
inplace, buthavebeen in
regulardialoguewith theORR
regarding fittingCDLandare
working toanagreedaphased
timescale toachieve this.
The Judicial Reviewdecision

hadbeenexpected towards
theendof January this year
but in fact itwasdeliveredon
December22– thedayafter
the January issueofTheRM
hadgone topress.
Inhandingdownthe

decision,Mrs JusticeThornton
noteda“deep-seatedand
wide ranging”disagreement
between theORRand
WestCoastRailway, but
nevertheless found in favour
of theORRonall five countsof
the challenge.

Revokedexemption
Then, on January11, theORR
took theunexpecteddecision
to revokeWCR’sRegulation5
certificate tooperatehinged
door stockwithout central
door locking, effectively
groundingWestCoast’sMk.1s.
Whether thisdecisionarose

asa result of a lackof interim
discussionsbetween theORR
andWCRover a timescale for
fittingCDL isnot clear.
AnORRspokesman toldThe

RM:“TheORRdecided inearly
2023not tograntWestCoast
RailwayCompanyLimited
withanexemption from
Regulation5of theRailway

SafetyRegulations1999.WCR
wasgrantedpermission to
judicially review thatdecision.
While its claim for judicial
reviewwasdetermined,ORR
grantedWCRwitha seriesof
short-termexemptions from
the regulations.The latest of
theseexemptionswasvalid
fromDecember1, 2023. It
wasmadeclear toWCR that
thiswas subject to immediate
revocation in theevent that its
judicial reviewclaim failed.”

WestCoastresponse
WCR’s commercialmanager
JamesShuttleworth said:“We
aredisappointedby theHigh
Court’s judgment.Wehave
decadesof experienceof
operatingon themain lineand
safetyhasalwaysbeen, and
remains, our toppriority.
“Wewill nowreflect and

consideroptions toenable
us to continue running safe
services.Weare committed
toworkingwith theORR to
finda long-termsolution
which safeguards the future
ofheritage serviceson the
main line.”
ThetypeofCDLfittedtoMk.2s

(andMk.3s)operatesonair,
whichmeansatrainwillneedto
behauledbyanair-brakedloco.
Atpresent,noteverysteam

locoisair-brakefitted.And
becauseMk.1sarevacuum
braked,adifferenttypeof
lockingsystemwillneedtobe
installedwithanindependent
powerand/orairsupply.
■As regardsotheroperators,
VintageTrains aims tophase
in fittingofCDLbyNovember;
theGreat Scottish&Western
Railway (operatorof theRoyal
Scotsman)will complete
fitmentbyFebruary2025, as
willVSOE for theBelmond
Pullman.BothLocomotive
ServicesGroupandRiviera
Trains carriage setshaveCDL
already fitted.
TheRMunderstandsWCR

has, or is about to, embarkon
fittingMk.1 carriageswitha
formof central door locking,
focusingworkonvehicles
whichwill beusedon‘The
Jacobite’. Advancebookings
for this year’s FortWilliamto
Mallaig serviceareathealthy
levels.The seasonal service
starts onMarch28witha
morning-only trip and, as
this issue closed forpress,
therewerenoStandardClass
seats availableuntil June
19. Similarly, seatson the
afternoon train fromMay6
were soldoutuntil June14.
On January27,WCR

operated its first charterof
2024onbehalf of theRailway
TouringCompanyandused
CDL fittedMk.2s.

Flying Scotsman to be static – butmain
line return on the cards for the autumn
FLYINGScotsmanwill spend
the first part of 2024on static
display at theNational Railway
Museum(NRM) inYorkbefore
resuming railtours later in the
year.
The‘A3’Pacificwentonpublic

display atYorkon January 26,
where it is due to remainuntil
the summer,when itwill head
back to Locomotion in Shildon,
again for public display.
Visitorswill be able to see

the4-6-2 freeof chargeand
theywill be able to access the
footplate via anaccessible ramp.
In 2018, theNRMsigned

a six-year contractwith
engineering firmRiley&Son
(E) Ltd tooperate andmaintain
No. 60103.
A competitive tender to

appoint thenext custodian
for FlyingScotsman tooperate
andmaintain the loco is due
to launched,with an invitation
to tenderpublishedonline
at https://in-tendhost.co.uk/
sciencemuseumgroup in the
comingweeks.The tender is
expected tobeawarded in late
spring2024.
Once the custodian is

appointed, theNRMsaid

Scotsmanwill resumea
programmeof railtours in the
autumn. It is expected that the
locowill visit heritage railways
andwill remainmain line
operational.
FlyingScotsman’s visits to the

NRM inYork andLocomotion
in Shildonduring2023proved
popular. InYork 51,751people
visitedduringOctoberhalf term
andmore than37,500 came to
see Scotsman in light steamat
LocomotionoverChristmas.
The4-6-2departedShildon

forYorkunder its ownsteamon
January 18.

FIVE years after initial plans
were setoutbyArrivaRailNorth
(ARN) for the introductionof
10hydrogenmultipleunits on
theTeesValley Line (connecting
Saltburn,Middlesbrough,
DarlingtonandBishop
Auckland), theTeesValley
CombinedAuthority (TVCA)
has toldTheRM that it is still
interested inpursuing suchan
option in the future.
If theoriginal proposals

fromARN, supportedbyTVCA,
hadcometo fruition, they
wouldhave led to the first fleet

deploymentofhydrogen-
powered trains in theUK.ARN,
whose franchise tooperate
Northernwas terminatedby
theDepartment forTransport
in2020,hadmadeplanning
applications for fuellingand
maintenance facilities, the
preferredoptionbeing to
repurposea shed formerlyused
by locomotiveson the internal
railway systematLackenby
steelworks.
Although the schemedidnot

receiveGovernment funding,
TVCAsays it continues towork

withministers and rail operators
todeliverdecarbonisation
solutions.Hydrogen-powered
roadvehicles arealreadybeing
trialled in theareaaspart of a
‘HydrogenTransportHub’.

ATVCAspokesmanadded:
“Wearekeen to lead theway in
thecleaner, safer andhealthier
transportof the future–
includinghydrogen rail – and
areproactivelyworkingwith
businesses toexploreall options,
andwouldwelcomeadditional
Government support in this
innovative sector.”

Tees Valley ‘keen to lead’ on greener trains

VISUAL
AIDS:
Markings are being
applied to ScotRail
vehicles denoting
which facilities are
available in each coach,
such as a green strip
for bicycles and light
blue forwheelchair
spaces – as seen on
DMUNo. 158701 at
Inverness on January
20. GORDON KIRKBY
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Rolling Stock review
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CrossCountry withdrew its HST fleet in September 2023 but has not
replaced the lost seating capacity. On August 30, 2023, power car No. 43357
leads 1V50, the 06.06 Edinburgh-Plymouth train past Parson Street, Bristol,
with No. 43303 at the rear. ALL PICTURES BY CHRIS MILNER UNLESS STATED

Despite the rapid return to almost pre-Covid passenger numbers,
2023 saw several fleets of trains withdrawn and placed in store.
ChrisMilner casts an eye over the current rolling stock situation.

Areweheading for aAreweheadi g for a
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Approaching Stansted Airport station on March 17, 2011 is Class 379 EMU
No. 379007 with a Stansted Express working. The Bombardier-built units had a
little over 10 years of service before being replaced by Swiss-built Class 745 units
as part of a new regime by franchisee Greater Anglia. The 30 ‘379’ sets are stored
but make occasional appearances on the network, with them being kept in warm
storage.

Converted from Class 319s by the fitting of two 520hp diesel engines, the
re-classified Class 769s did not fulfil their promise in SouthWales. Arriving
at Tir-Phil on May 17, 2023 – just two days before the entire fleet of nine sets
was withdrawn by Transport forWales – is No. 769421 with the 16.03 Penarth-
Rhymney train.

W HEN the countrywent into
lockdown inMarch 2020, rail
ridership plummeted as a
result of the pandemic and the
nationalwork fromhomeadvice.

Train operators reduced the number of
services as well as the number of carriages
used on those services to cut the gap between
costs and revenue. Then in September 2020,
franchised operations were ended with all but
the open access operators moved to directly
awardedmanagement contracts by the
Department for Transport; deals which give
the DfT amassive say in what an operator can
spendmoney on, howmany trains they run,
and howmany carriages can be used.

The pandemic alsomeant driver trainingwas
suspended because of social distancing rules,
affecting several new fleets of trains that were in
the process of being introduced and resulting in
units being stored in sidings around the country.
The impact of that hiatus in training still has not
been fully overcome.

In theweek commencingDecember 18, 2023,
the Office of Rail and Road published the latest
quarterly passenger figures, which confirmed
whatmany regular travellers knew– rail
ridershipwas still climbing andwas at 79% of
pre-Covid levels overall. TheORR said that in
the third quarter of 2023, 397million journeys
weremade by rail, whichwas a 14% increase on
the same period in the previous year. Just one
operator,WestMidlands Trains, saw a decline of
1% in passenger numbers. The biggest increase
was on the Elizabeth Line (up 58%) followed by
ScotRail (26%) andAvantiWest Coast (25%).

The news that rail use has sprung back since
the pandemic, albeit with less business travel
andmore leisure travel, is great but comeswith
a sting in the tail.While it is clearmanyworkers
have returned to their offices and resumed their
commute – although on fewer days per week –
fare-paying passengers are becoming angrier
becausemany services are still being runwith
aminimal number of carriages, resulting in
chronic overcrowding at times.

Anecdotal evidence on socialmedia suggests
that passengers are being left behind because
trains are arriving at intermediate stations full
and standing, with platform announcements

advising passengers to catch the next train. Not
helpful when you have a business ormedical
appointment, or you are on yourway to a
sporting or other event.

The overcrowding situation is exacerbated
by a higher-than-normal number of train
cancellations due to staff shortages, holidays
and sickness; weather-related issues; ongoing
industrial disputes; a greater number of trains
needing repairs; and short-formed trains.
Meanwhile trainmanufacturers are facing a
crisis with a shortage of orders.

There seems to be a lack of understanding
byGovernment departments of the rolling
stockmarket in general. The construction lead
times for new trains is years notmonths, and
there don’t seem to be any tangible attempts to
workwith train operators on how to deal with
rising passenger numbers or how rolling stock
cascades, refurbishments or retirements can
be efficiently handled in away that benefits
the passenger.Whatever happens seems to
disadvantage the fare paying passenger.

CrossCountry shortages
Still fresh in theminds ofmany readers will
be the enforcedwithdrawal last September
– apparently on cost grounds – of the
CrossCountryHST sets. Nothing replaced them,
so in reality the overall capacity has reduced.

In an ideal world, the HST sets ought to
have remained in traffic to provide capacity
until the first seven Avanti West Coast (AWC)
Class 221 sets had been successfully cascaded
to CrossCountry – a move that in turn hinges
on when the new Hitachi-built Class 805/807
sets will enter traffic with AWC. Although
two ex-AWC four-car ‘221s’ have gone
to Grand Central, what happens to the
remaining 11 Avanti units isn’t yet clear.

Readers will be aware theNorth East/
NorthWest to South and SouthWest arteries

of the CrossCountry network are some of the
heaviest used outside of London, connecting
many key cities as well as universities – yet
often the operator can onlymuster a four-
car Class 220 or five-car Class 221 for an
Edinburgh-Plymouthworking.

Put another way, that’s 174 Standard Class
and 26 First Class seats for a journey of just
over 530miles passing throughNewcastle, York,
Leeds, Sheffield, Derby, Birmingham, Bristol
and Exeter. On a Class 221, there are 26 First
Class and 220 Standard places, but it is simply
not enough passenger capacity for the numbers
that want to travel.

In reality, the number of seats on
CrossCountry has changed little since the days
of Virgin CrossCountry and ‘Operation Princess’
in the early 2000s, yet CrossCountry passenger
numbers have soared from 29.7million
passenger journeys in 2009/10 to 40.1million in
2017/18, according to theORR.

Whatmakes the situation somewhatworse
is that the XCHSTs, with their seven carriages,
could carrymore passengers and had greater
luggage space, but pressure on running costs
from theDfTwas just one of a number of factors
that led to their withdrawal.

Safety concerns over the crashworthiness of
HST cabs intensified following the Stonehaven
tragedy in August 2020, which led to the loss
of three lives including the driver and another
crewmember. Subsequently XC andGWR
HSTpower cars and trailers have been sold to
Mexico, and some of the power cars have been
sold toNigeria.

There is a desperate lack of seating capacity
between BirminghamandManchester.
England’s second and third largest cities
are connected by just two direct trains per
hour,most of which are four- or five-car
‘Voyagers’. There are just twoAvanti trains from
Manchester Piccadilly to Euston via theWest

“What really beggars belief is how virtually
new rolling stock that still has a substantial

amount of life left can be cast aside so quickly”
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Waiting at Liverpool Lime Street to depart with a press special to Manchester Victoria on May 22,
2015 is Class 319 No. 319364 with its ‘Northern Electrics’branding, during the Serco-Abellio
tenure of the franchise. Next to it on a Blackpool North service is second generation DMU
No. 150150, part of a class approaching 40 years old but still the backbone of many rural services.

Midlands and no other operator is competing.
Neither is it a particularly fast journey, the 71
miles taking an average of 89minutes. Ironically,
the now-cancelledHS2 project would have
solved the capacity issue and cut journey time
to just 45minutes.
Passenger capacity is also a problemon

the Coventry-Birmingham-Wolverhampton
corridor, where XC trains can often be full and
standing (and there’s discouragement to use
XC services), but at least there are alternative
direct services.

TransPennine locos
From theDecember 2023 timetable change,
TransPennine Express withdrew the remainder
of the Class 68-hauledMk.5a carriage sets and
replaced themwith Class 185s or bi-mode Class
802s, which now appear at Scarborough. The
fact that 13 five-car train sets are no longer
availablemeans the number of seats and
train sets available are spreadmore thinly and
overcrowding is inevitable.
WhenTPE ordered theMk.5a carriages, the

planwas for 13 five-car sets (including a driving
trailer) to be powered by Class 68s leased from
DRS. These loco-hauled sets (called ‘Nova 3’ by
TPE)were planned towork between Liverpool
and Scarborough, as well asManchester Airport
to Saltburn. In the end, they only worked the
former route... and quite often just the relatively
short York-Scarborough section.
Unfortunately, use of the ‘Nova 3’ sets drew

many complaints from Scarborough residents
over the locomotives’ engine noise and fumes
when at the TPE depot, and a proposed switch
for them towork betweenManchester and
Cleethorpes never panned out as expected.
A further factor was that Covid impacted driver
training on these sets, so only small numbers of
drivers were passed on them. Ultimately, they
were never utilised to their full potential (see
also Practice& Performance thismonth).
After just five years’ use, withdrawing the

‘Nova 3’ fleet will save TPE £37million a year

in running costs.With a questionmark over
the future of theMk.5a sets –which could be
reformed into fewer sets withmore carriages,
for example – there is an uncertain future over
the Class 68s, of which 14 (Nos. 68019-032) were
assigned especially for the TPE operation.
There have been suggestions theMk.5a sets

may go to Chiltern to replace the tiredMk.3s,
but there have also beenmajor concerns at
Marylebone over the use of ‘68s’.Westminster
Council has raised concerns over the pollution
from the locos on tickover when using pure
diesel fuel, but away forwardmay be the
growing trend to useHVO fuel (hydro-treated
vegetable oil), a synthetic fuelmade from
vegetable oils or animal fats which burns
‘cleaner’ andwith reduced emissions.

Not life expired
What really beggars belief, however, is how
virtually new rolling stock that still has a
substantial amount of life left can be cast aside
so quickly.
For example, whenAbellio took over the

Greater Anglia franchise inOctober 2016, it
quickly announced a rolling stock order for 1043
carriages.Within this order were 120 vehicles
from Stadler to be formed as 10 12-car trains to
work the Stansted Express service.
At the time, the existing Class 379 ‘Stansted

Express’ EMUs had only been in service just over
five years (the press launchwasMarch 17, 2011),
and it was expected theywould be cascaded to
another operator. In fact, their apparent high
leasing costsmade themunattractive, andGA
hadwithdrawn the entire fleet by February 2022.
For close on two years, the 120 vehicles (30

four-car sets built by Bombardier), have been in
store atWorksop, butmake occasional trips to
Doncaster where they are placed under theOHL
and powered up to keep them in ‘warm store’.
With no other potential suitors, and only a
third of theway through their expected 30-year
service life, it is a terrible waste of resources.
Another fleet to fall on hard times is the

Alstom-built Class 175. Entering service in June
2000with First NorthWestern, the 11 two-car
and 16 three-car 100mph capable DMUswere
transferred to Arriva TrainsWales and later
to Transport forWales. Unfortunately, there
have been numerous fires on the sets, six
reported between 2004 and 2019, but the first
twomonths of 2023 saw three further fires, all
caused by an accumulation of debris and leaf
litter in the underfloor engine bays.
This was a known issue for which a

rectification programmewas underway.
However, at the start ofMarch 2023, TfW
temporarily withdrew all Class 175 units
from service that had not been through the
cleaning programme, and thenwithdrew the
whole fleet as newClass 197s began to enter
service. Currently 26 units are stored in various
locations, alongwith the surviving car from fire
damaged set No. 175008. Some sets have recently
visited Ilford depot for unspecifiedwork.

Seven yearwait
Probably themost perverse situation is with
SouthWestern Railway’s ‘Arterio’ Class 701s.
In 2017, when FirstGroup/MTRwas

revealed as the new franchisee, it announced
in June 2017 an order for 90 new ‘Aventra’
EMUs worth around £1 billion. The 60 10-car
and 30 five-car units would be built in Derby
by Bombardier (later Alstom after a company
merger) and, even though deliveries began in
June 2020, the first unit only entered service
in January this year. The reason for this is the
lack of an operating agreement with the rail
unions. ASLEF told The RM the problem is
with the software, which it claimed was not fit
for purpose.
Therewere ominous signs that construction

of the last of the 90 setsmight be concluded
beforemass operations begin. Therewas a
similar situation in the early 1980swhen rail
unions blocked all the newClass 317s built for
St Pancras-Bedford services over the use of
driver only operation. These units were thus
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Due for withdrawal by London Northwestern Railway during 2024, the Class
350/2 EMUs will be replaced by five-car Class 730 EMUs. On August 4, 2022, set
No. 350265 and a 350/1 approach Nortoft Lane near the Daventry intermodal
terminal at Rugby with the 13.49 London Euston to Birmingham New St train.

Making an impact as part of an £800million investment in rolling stock inWales
are the Stadler Class 231 DMUs. Here No. 231008 restarts the 14.25 Bargoed to
Penarth from Caerphilly on May 17, 2023.

Proving successful are the ‘Aventra’Class 720 EMUs built for Greater Anglia
and C2C, plus the Class 710 versions for London Overground. C2C unit
Nos. 720604/608 pause at Rugeley Trent Valley on February 9, 2023 with working
5Q91, the 10.18 DB Cargo Fan A and B sidings (Wembley) to Crewemileage
accumulation working.

Using bodyshells sent from Spain, the Class 196 DMUs are being fitted out by CAF
at Newport, SouthWales and a total of 26 units (12 two-car and 14 four-car) have
been built forWest Midlands Trains, with a further 77 two- and three-car units
ordered for Transport forWales as Class 197s. Four-carWest Midlands set
No. 196102 passesWilmcote on July 26, 2021 during a driver training exercise.

initially stored at NottinghamandCricklewood.
However, on January 9, 2024, one Class 701 unit
entered service betweenWaterloo andWindsor
&Eton Riverside.

Since 2020,many of the ‘701s’ have been
placed in store at great cost. Some are at the
new Felthamdepot, others are at Clapham
Junction,MoDMarchwood andMoDBicester,
while some are at private sites such as Long
Marston andWorksop. Until the ‘701s’ are
introduced in numbers, the reliable 1980s-built
Class 455 units will soldier on. It is alsoworth
pointing out that Felthamdepot, which cost
£60million to build andwas completed in 2021,
will not be fully functional until the ‘701s’ begin
squadron service.

New train hiatus
Abigger concern for thewider rail industry is
the future of the Alstom site at Litchurch Lane,
Derbywhich has been building trains and
carriages for almost 150 years.

Even though Alstom has won a £2 billion
order with Hitachi to build 54 trains for HS2,
cancellation of Phases 2a and 2b north of
Birmingham has left the revised train order
uncertain, and the Government is yet to
indicate the size of the smaller fleet needed.

In any event, this work at Derby is not due

to begin until 2026, andwith the Class 701
production due to end in February this year,
it leaves a big gapwith nowork – not even
refurbishments. Despite considerable lobbying
by localMPs for new orders, andwith the
situation being raised in Parliament, Alstom
says 550 permanent and 780 temporary roles at
Alstom could be lost when the production line
rolls out the last 701.

At Hitachi in County Durham, although the
situation is not quite as bleak because the site is
fulfilling orders for 23 AvantiWest Coast Class
805 and 807 units and 33 EastMidlands ‘Aurora’
five-car Class 810s, theremay be a shorter gap
before theHS2 bodyshell build begins.

Nearly 18months ago, Hitachi Rail CEO
AndrewBarr waswarning of the situation
facing his company’s factory, adding that the
Government needed tomake decisions. In
actuality, nothing has yet happened.

Despite the need formore trains to provide
much-needed additional passenger capacity,
there are no new orders in the pipeline for
AlstomorHitachi. Only CAF –which recently
won an order fromLNER for 10 10-car tri-mode
units that will be assembled at its factory in
Newport, SouthWales – has secured a future in
the short-term at least.

ShadowRailMinister StephenMorgan has

called on theGovernment to stop “burying its
head in the sand” and “find solutions” to protect
railmanufacturing jobs across the country. He
added: “Three years ago, the Government hailed
the deal tomanufactureHS2 trains in Britain
as putting the country ‘firmly at the forefront of
the high-speed rail revolution’.
“Today, the jobs of the skilled people whowill

build those trains, as well as their suppliers, are
at risk due to delays and shocking planning
from the government.”

Upgrades and cascades
There have also been situationswhere
engineeringmodifications to update units have
resulted in technological disappointment and
the units beingwithdrawn and stored. The Class
769 fleet is one such example.

The theorywas that the former Thameslink
Class 319 EMUs (introduced from 1987, butmade
redundant by the introduction of Siemens Class
700 units) would be retro-fittedwith a 520hp
diesel unit and alternator under each driving
trailer that would drive the existing traction
equipment, thereby creating a bi-mode unit.
A variationwas a tri-mode unit whereby the
former dual-voltage EMUswould regain their
third-rail pickup shoes plus the diesel engines.

The planwas for bi-modes to be operated by
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First NorthWestern introduced the 27-strong Class 175 fleet by from June 2000, eventually being transferred
to Arriva TrainsWales and then Transport forWales. Although found onWestWales-Manchester and Cardiff-
Holyhead workings, some units suffered underbody fires due to debris accumulation, and the units were
withdrawn in the spring of 2023 and replaced by Class 197s. Accelerating away from Craven Arms on May 16,
2023 is set No. 175001 with the 11.00 Carmarthen to Manchester Piccadilly.

Northern (eight units) and Transport for Wales
( five units), with GWR operating 19 tri-mode
units (Class 769/9) between Oxford, Reading
and Gatwick Airport.

The first GWR tri-mode No. 769943 was
delivered to Reading depot in August 2020,
with the expectation of entering in early 2021,
but technical and other issues delayed their
introduction and the date was first pushed back
to between June and December 2021, then into
2022. However, GWR subsequently decided the
tri-mode plan would be abandoned, with the 19
units handed back to the leasing company by
April 2023. Most are in store at Long Marston,
but two are believed to be at Brodie Engineering
in Kilmarnock for further assessment.

The Transport for Wales units also suffered
a number of niggly problems and the operator
withdrew its last unit on May 19, 2023. However,
Northern’s ‘769s’ soldier on for the time being
and can usually be found on services between
Southport, Manchester Victoria and Stalybridge.

As has been reported inThe RM, West
Midlands Class 323s will be cascaded to
Northern to replace the Class 319s. Several
withdrawn ‘319s’ have already been sent to Sims
Newport straight after being taken out of traffic
and a slow cascade of 323s to Northern has begun.

While not wishing to be too despondent,
there have been a number of notable successes
with recent rolling stock introductions. The
Class 700 Thameslink units are proving to be
great workhorses, and once initial software
issues on the ‘Aventra’ Class 710 (London
Overground) and 720 units (Greater Anglia)
was resolved, they have proved dependable and
reliable in traffic. The same can be said of the
CAF Class 196 and 197 DMUs in traffic with
West Midlands Trains and Transport for Wales
respectively.

Additionally, the all-electric Stadler ‘Flirt’
Class 745 plus the bi-mode Class 755 have
settled down well with Greater Anglia, while
over in Wales the same can be said for the
diesel-only Class 231 units working on some of
the Valley lines.

More to come
With the Class 379s stored, most ‘769s’ and
the TPE Mk.5a stock recently removed from
service, the next fleet slated for withdrawal in
its entirety is the Class 350/2s used by London
NorthWestern. This sub-fleet is a batch of 37
four-car 110mph units first introduced in 2008,
and are to be replaced by a fleet of new Class
730 ‘Aventra’ units built by Bombardier/Alstom.

While the reliability of the Siemens product
has never been in question, the ‘350/2s’ do
have the unpopular 3+2 seating, while the
other three sub-classes of ‘350s’ have 2+2
seating. The ‘350/2s’ also lack the dual voltage
capability of the 350/1s.

Like the Class 379s, the Class 350/2 is
roughly halfway through its service life and
owner Porterbrook has indicated to The RM
it is exploring several opportunities for them,
adding that it has not ruled out traction
modification options to make the units more
versatile.

Porterbrook also told The RM it is
confident the Class 769s “will play a key role
in supporting the transition towards a more
efficient and sustainable railway in the future”
and confirmed that two of the units are being
converted into express freight vehicles.

The Elizabeth Line has proven extremely
popular, and between October 15 and

November 11 last year carried 17.8 million
passengers, creating a new record – the figure
up from the previous month’s 17.3 million,
which itself was a record. More trains are
needed, but the question is whether that order
will come before Alstom Derby starts laying
workers off.

In Scotland, there is concern over continued
use of the ‘Inter7City’ HSTs on services
from Glasgow and Edinburgh to Inverness
and Aberdeen. The drivers’ union ASLEF
continues to raise concerns surrounding the
crashworthiness of the cabs, and this concern
intensified following the tragic crash at
Carmont in August 2020.

The union’s fears will not have been helped
when power car No. 43129 collided with a
tree near Broughty Ferry, Fife at the end of
December 2023 – wrecking the cab, but with
the driver fortunately escaping serious injury.
Their likely replacements are the Class 222s
from East Midlands Railway, which are said to
be a minimum of 12 months away from being
cascaded.

Although CrossCountry’s ‘Voyagers’ are now
more than 20 years old, these hard-working
diesel units are still being run ‘under the wires’
between Glasgow/Edinburgh to Doncaster,
when in reality bi-modes are the way forward.
That said, an upgrade of the power supply is
needed between Newcastle and Edinburgh,
as currently TPE Class 802 bi-modes run this
section on diesel power. When a procurement
process for new CrossCountry units might
begin is unknown, but it is looking increasingly
likely to be after the next general election.

Also on the cards for replacement are
the Class 150 ‘Sprinters’, as these second
generation DMUs are now approaching 40
years old. Not much younger are the Class
153/156 variants, so there is a big procurement
programme required across several operators.

It is easy to form the conclusion that the
rolling stock programme has become rather
disjointed and uncoordinated, for which a
large proportion of blame for the situation can
be laid at the door of the Government, which
has been controlling DfT spending very tightly
and questioning almost every decision.

There seems to be little effort by the
Government or Treasury in pursuing greener
options for rail to trigger a modal shift from
road, such as in-fill electrification schemes or
even fare reforms.

It has also emerged that in May, a further
£1 billion is expected to be cut from the rail
budget, and this could include a combination
of service reductions and fewer carriages that
will further exacerbate overcrowding and
passenger frustration.

Decline accusations
Even though the Government is taking all
the fare revenue in exchange for a relatively
small management fee given to operators,
very little money is being fed back into rail
projects or investment in new carriages.
Not surprisingly the situation has led to
accusations of ‘managed decline’ of the railway
network at a time when other countries – such
as Germany, with its €49 monthly ticket for
all local transport modes – are investing and
promoting public transport.

In contrast, the current Government
appears to be completely against any schemes
that will help with decarbonisation projects
or any form of promotion for rail tickets, even
though this would almost certainly result
in more money flowing into the Treasury’s
coffers.

It is without doubt, the bleakest, most
depressing and frustrating situation the
railways have faced in the 30-plus years I have
been writing for The RM. ■

“It is the bleakest, most depressing and
frustrating situation the railways have faced in
the 30-plus years I have been writing for The RM”
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GBRf’s re-engineered No. 69010
(the former No. 56060) in undercoat
drags brand new SWR Class 701
EMU No. 701527 from Derby to
Eastleigh on January 1, seen
passing beneath the footbridge at
Barrow upon Soar in Leicestershire.
PAUL BIGGS

Ashley Butlin looks back over themajor stock changes that took place in the last 12months.

L OOKING back over 2023 shows
that changes to the rolling stock on
our railways are taking place, but
extremely slowly.

Little change has taken place
to the locomotive stock, themost significant
changes being the export of Freightliner Class
86s to Bulgaria andHST power cars toMexico
andNigeria. In addition, the large number of
Class 58s stored in France has now been cut.
Whilemany new units have been delivered

from variousmanufacturers, only a small
number of these actually entered traffic during
the year, with themajority of them stored at
various locations awaiting entry to service.

NewDMUs are limited to Class 197s, with 24
new units delivered. Of these, just seven (29%)
entered traffic during 2023. Manymore EMUs
(141 units) were delivered, but of these only 34
(24%) fromClasses 720 and 777 entered service
last year.

Some stock delivered in previous years is

now finally entering traffic, with an additional
60 DMUs and 50 EMUs. This contrasts with
deliveries in the past, when new units arrived
at a depot andwere in use within days.
These delays to entering service are

causing numerous problems for passengers,
with overcrowding on existing stock being
the prime effect. Interestingly, while some
classes removed from traffic are stored –
such as the Class 175s for potential further
use – older stock (including Classes 319, 507
and 508) are being rapidly removed from the
network, mostly to SimsMetals at Newport in
SouthWales.

Hauled stock
Regarding hauled coaching stock, themajority
of disposals took place at Carnforth asWest
Coast Railways got rid of vehicles no longer
required or fit for purpose. Interestingly, the
majority were still registered with the Rolling
Stock Library, hence their inclusion here.

On amore positive note, as the use of HSTs
continues to decline, vehicles are finding new
lives overseas inMexico andNigeria, with
more to follow. The other significant change of
hauled stock involves TransPennine Express
removing its fleet ofMk.5 coaches from service
at the end of the year. The future for these
almost new vehicles is unclear, but further use
either here or overseasmust be a certainty.

So what will happen in 2024?Withmany
of the current new-build contracts nearing
completion, the delivery of new trains looks set
to reduce. From the operating and passenger
points of view, getting the available stock into
traffic is essential.
Without its large fleet of Class 701 units in

traffic, SWR could be in serious trouble, as its
ageing fleet of units will reach the end of its use
withoutmajor overhaul. The use of Class 319s
ended in January, whileMerseyrail will see the
end of its Classes 507 and 508 as all the new
Class 777s come on line. ■

Ayearof change

Rolling Stock review
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Left: Now gone for scrap as the new Class 777s take over, Merseyrail Class 508
EMU No. 508120 is pictured at Liverpool Lime Street with a service for New
Brighton on December 6, 2023. PHIL WALLIS

Above: Type 3 No. 37611 Denise hauls a rake of former CrossCountry HST stock
from Barrow Hill to Great Yarmouth on November 13 ahead of being exported for
further use in Mexico. The 5L48 working is seen passing Manea, Cambridgeshire.
PETER R FOSTER

Locomotives
Imported and renumbered
66307-12

Rebuilt and renumbered
69008-10

Exported
43008-10/16/22/40
43158/70/72/84/92
43239
43304/66
66526
86604/05/07-10/12-14/22/27/28/
32/37-39

Preserved
08706
20066/87
20110/66
37703
43023/25
43165
91131

Disposed for scrap
08602
08802
31106
37165
37605
43005/41/43/52/64/78
43171/80/92
47194
47368/78
47492
47769
57004
58001/04-07/09-11/13/18/21/32-36/38-
40/42/46/49
86251
91112/15/16/18/21/25

Diesel Multiple Units
Newly delivered
197022/27/29-33/36/42/44/45/47-51
197111-13/15-17/21/23

Newly in traffic
196001-12
196101/02/04/07-10/12
197001/02/05/07-09/12/14/16-21/42-
47/49/51
197101/04-06/08/10-12/15/22
230007-10
231001-11

Preserved
153374

Sold for further use
153371

Disposed for scrap
153316/24/30/32/58/59/63
52763 (158763)
58703 (159102)

Electric Multiple Units
Newly delivered
398005-15
555003-05/13/15
701002/51-57
701513-26
710374/75
720103/17/19-37
720612
730022/26-47
730205/06
756002-07
756101-17
777011/17/19-28/30-32/34
777140/42/44/46/48/50/52
805002/04-09
807002
810001

Newly in traffic
710375/79
720103/17/19-36
720508/09/18/41/44/83
720601-12
730006/07/10-14/16/18/19/21
777001-20/23/24/26/28/30/31/36/49
777140/42/44/46/48/50/52

Preserved
313121
313201
315856

Sold for further use
319220
321402

Disposed for scrap
315837/57
317337-41/43/44
317502/04/06-08/10-12
317881-86
319012
319215/17/19
319362/64/66/67/75/78/83/84
321331/33/35/36/40/43
321402 (two vehicles)/06/09/21/23/
24/26/27/30-33/ 36/39/41/44
455722
507005/08/09/12/19/24/25-27
508103/11/12/15/17/20/22-28/30/31/
36-39/41
799001

Hauled Coaching Stock
Preserved
5027/35
10598
40204
40904
42353/55/57
94302/06/23/26
94527

Sent for further use
1213

Exported
41091
41100
42026
42179
42401/02/05
44034/61/63/94

48101/03/13/15/25/31/32/33
49101/07/11

Disposed for scrap
1258
1644/50/52/55/63/70
2108/10/27
4860
4932/97
5453/63/91
5569
5737/40/56
5910/43
6006/50
6141/75
10245
10307
11028
12202/29
12305
12480/86
13323
17080
17168
34525
41195
42173/95
42217
42310/74
48116/34/35
49113
80212
82111/24/29/45
82206/15
92159
92908
94332
94406/08/28/98
94512/25/26/42
95300
96110/35/65/82/92

Departmental
Disposed for scrap
975875
977087/95

2023 IN SUMMARY
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Below: The remoteness
of the West Highland
Line terrain is captured
here as No. 66104 heads
south across Rannoch
viaduct towards the
station with Pathfinder
Tours’‘Easter Highlander’
on April 13, 2009. Note
that loose stones have
been scattered around
the pier bases to
provide a firm footing
in the highly-saturated
ground.
RICHARD SZWEJKOWSKI

(CC BY-SA 2.0)

Armedwith a copy of the 1894Murray’s Handbook for Scotland, Dr Joseph Brennan takes a trip
along theWest Highland Line to highlight some of the key structures along the way.

Viaducts
WestHighlandLine

of the

PUBLISHED in the same year
that the line opened, the
1894 Murray’s Handbook for
Scotland describes the 100-
mile West Highland Line from

Craigendoran, near Helensburgh, to Fort
William as “itself an object of interest.
Its construction, through some of the
most desolate and uninhabited parts
of Scotland, was no light undertaking;
and its deep and difficult cuttings, its
numerous lofty viaducts, its artificial
foundations over miles of bog, and
its innumerable culverts across
mountain torrent-beds, all triumphs of
engineering skill”.

Work commenced in 1889 and was
a financially precarious undertaking,
with the crossing of the waterlogged
Rannoch Moor proving a major drain
on resources. In fact, the line’s eventual
completion was only assured by a
director of the railway, J H Renton,
pledging part of his private fortune – a
contribution immortalised by a sculpture
of his head created by navvies that
stands at Rannoch station. But this did
not diminish possibilities for expansion,
and in 1897 work commenced on the
line’s near 41-mile extension to Mallaig,
which was completed in 1901.
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Right: Powering
their way up Glen
Falloch from Ardlui,
‘Black Fives’Nos.
45407+44871 cross
one of the more
minor bridges on the
route as they take an
empty rake of ‘Jacobite’
Mk.1s to FortWilliam
onMarch 30, 2023.
PETER AINSWORTH

The difficult to photograph Craig-an-Arden viaduct, north of Arrochar & Tarbet, pictured
from the adjacent road onMarch 24, 2014. DAVID DIXON (CC BY-SA 2.0)

Infrastructure

Consistently ranked as one of the
world’s most scenic railway journeys,
theWHLwas built in the twilight of
Queen Victoria’s reign and in this
article, armed with the 1894Murray’s
guide, I will examine a selection of “its
numerous lofty viaducts” – viaducts
that came to number around 350 in
all to carry trains from Glasgow up
the mountainousWest Coast of the
Scottish Highlands.
The 21-arch Glenfinnan viaduct on

theMallaig extension is, of course,
the most famous of the line, and
arguably of the world too thanks to
featuring in the Harry Potter films.
Therefore I will also venture beyond
myMurray’s to admire a selection of

structures from the extension as well.
With their diversified construction
type, these latter structures widened
the appeal of the line enormously, and
hold in their mass concrete core a key
component of the line’s preservation
in the current century.

Craig-an-arden
TheMurray’s guide has us setting out
from Glasgow Queen Street, after
which the first viaduct it picks out
is the eight-arch Craig-an-arden,
“almost opposite Inversnaid and its
waterfall”. It is a description that,
simply stated, makes clear the highly
scenic prospect on offer.
Also known as Creag-an-arnain

viaduct, this Category B-listed
structure dates from 1891, features
round-headed arches on a gently
curved plan, and is believed to have
perhaps been the work of architect
JamesMiller.
Interestingly, this stone viaduct

– whichmany of us would consider
as typical for the period – is, in
fact, unique along the line. Its
construction style was specially
chosen to avoid criticism should a
standard lattice girder bridge have
been erected on the site instead. At
around 104metres (341ft) in length,
with its eight arches being of 11 metre
(36ft) span and built of whinstone, it
is a ‘solid’, scenic start that carries us
over two unnamed burns above the
west shore of Loch Lomond. It can
be found north of Arrochar & Tarbet
station, which is also worth a visit.

Glen Falloch
After traversing one of the most
difficult cuttings along the line (with
high retaining walls on the side of
Loch Lomond), our next marvel is
one of the loftiest – another eight-
span viaduct that crosses the dell
of the Dubh Eas. This viaduct is
notable for its height of 43.9 metres
(144ft), which is only 3.7 metres
(12ft) less than the rail height of the
Forth Bridge.
There is a contrasting style on this

one, being of a lattice girder type
built on concrete piers founded on
rock. The viaduct comprises one
span of 36 metres (118ft) and six of
14 metres (46ft). It is 129.9 metres
(426ft) long and was built with the
aid of a temporary ‘service’ bridge
with the steel brought in by water.
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Below: Both of the
Horseshoe viaducts,
north of Upper Tyndrum,
are visible in this shot
taken on July 26, 2012
as an unidentified
Class 67 hauls the
overnight sleeper
train from Euston
towards FortWilliam.
GARETH JAMES (CC BY-SA 2.0)

Above: Glen Falloch
viaduct, between
Ardlui and Crianlarich,
is a curved, single-
track lattice girder
structure over the Dubh
Eas. Photo taken on
September 19, 2020.
ALAN O’DOWD (CC BY-SA 2.0)

Laying historic interest onto
the site is the remains of Glen
Falloch Halt, with the area having
intriguing connections to a Second
WorldWar prisoner camp. It can
be found between Ardlui and
Crianlarich stations.

Two other viaducts soon follow
of the lattice girder type, Glenbruar
viaduct and Fillan viaduct, both at
Crianlarich and so also known as
Crianlarich No. 1 and 2 respectively.

Horseshoe curves
Before reaching Bridge of Orchy,
“the train makes a horseshoe sweep
round the foot of Ben Odhar [Beinn
Odhar] and Ben-a-Chaisteil [Beinn
a’ Chaisteil] crossing two glens”, my
Murray’s guide reads. Known as the
Horseshoe Curve, it is in this part
of the journey where two viaducts
impress upon us during a train-
travel meander: The first (known as
Horseshoe Curve South or Gleann
viaduct) across the Allt Coralan,
the second (Horseshoe Curve North
or Auch viaduct) across the Allt
Kinglass. Both are lattice girder types.

The south viaduct has five spans
of 18.3 metres (60ft) with an overall
length of 97 metres (318ft). Built on a
curve of 15 chains (301 metres) radius,
its construction involved extending
the girders on booms over the
piers. But north viaduct is the more
dramatic horseshoe proposition
here, with its nine spans of 18.3
metres (60ft) each bringing in an
overall length of 175.6 metres (576ft).
Construction involved hoisting the
girders into position with cantilever
lifting tackle, and it has benefited
from a refurbishment programme.

Rannoch
Our next viaduct to marvel is in the
Moor of Rannoch, which myMurray’s
deems “the largest and dreariest moor
in Scotland”.

The 1894 guide gives the following
account of both the engineering
efforts required to cross this watery
terrain and the bleak beauty of the
place: “Across this moor huge bundles
of faggots [bundles of wooden sticks]
had to be used inmaking a foundation
for the line. Wild, bleak and dreadfully
exposed in bad weather, on a clear day
this part of the route is exceedingly
interesting, thepanoramaofmountains,
especially to thewest, being very fine.”

Accounts like this certainly capture
something of the magic of theWest
Highland Line in all weather, with
Rannoch being the line’s indisputable
engineering triumph up to the line’s
summit at Corrour, some 410 metres
(1,345ft) above sea level.

Our “handsome” viaduct is found
just beyond Rannoch station. True
to the opinion ofMurray’s, author
and former newspaper editor
Simon Jenkins picks out the spot as
among Britain’s most special stops:
“Desolate, savage, brooding, rain-
swept RannochMoor,” Jenkins wrote
in The Guardian in 2017, “Rannoch is
chiefly a base for exceptionally hardy
hill walkers.”

And setting out for a moor ramble
is the ideal way to appreciate this
nine-span statement of a structure,
defiantly exposed in the moors. Its
209 metre (684ft) length and lattice
girder type that is built partly on
a curve of 12 chains (241 metres)
radius makes it a sight to behold,
and it is a popular subject among
photographers. Its nine spans are of
21.5 metres (70ft 6in) each, while its
piers of locally quarried granite are
founded on boulder clay.
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Top:More usually seen
from above, this ground
level shot of Glenfinnan
viaduct emphasises the
scale of this impressive
curved structure as Class
156 DMU No. 156450
crosses with the 08.21
Glasgow Queen Street
to Mallaig on March 14,
2023. PAUL BIGGS

Above: Gaur viaduct,
south of Rannoch, is
of the lattice girder
type typical of the
West Highland Line.
The viaduct is seen
on March 18, 2012
with the Garbh Ghaoir
flowing underneath.
LESLIE BARRIE (CC BY-SA 2.0)

While Rannoch viaduct is located
not far north of the station, there is
another viaduct around amile south
of the station, where the line crosses
the Garbh Ghaoir. Known as Gaur
viaduct, it is a more modest – yet still
scenic – structure.

Loch Treig 150
Leaving an area such as this – where
“in the deep cuttings beyond,
boulders of all sizes were found
resting on the granite,” according
toMurray’s eloquent phrasing –
is made easier with the thrill of
crossing a great many of the line’s
bridging structures in the environs
of Loch Treig. It is along this straight
and almost treeless loch with steep
grassy sides that a “most interesting”
travelling experience is to be had.
As myMurray’s describes it: “So
manymountain streams fall into
[Loch Treig] that the train has
to cross more than 150 large and
small bridges.”

The excitement continues at the
loch’s north end, where: “There are
fine rapids just before it joins the
Spean, which we cross by a three-
span viaduct” ahead of reaching
Tulloch (which was known for
its first five months, and so in my
Murray’s guide, as Inverlair). And it
is not too far away along the Spean
that the on-foot visitor can also
enjoy what remains of an Invergarry
& Fort Augustus Railway (closed
1946) viaduct that once passed
over it.

Viaducts of the extension
MyMurray’s guide ends at Fort
William but, of course, that is by no
means the end of the line today.

Built in support of the fish trade, the
almost 41-mile extension from Fort
William toMallaig opened in 1901,
bringing trains westwards through
mountainous topography cut with
winding sea inlets. Taming such a
landscape required curves down to
12 chains (241 metres) radius and
severe gradients.

TheWHLwas the first in this part
of Scotland, with the exception only
of the Callander & Oban section
of the Caledonian Railway, and in
keeping with the present tour’s
affection for drawing sources that are
contemporary with the structures
under appreciation, the following
account from a 1902 edition of The
Locomotive Magazine offers insight
into the wonder that is theWHL’s
Mallaig extension and the added value
it brings to the line as a whole.

“Until a little more than seven
years ago, the large tract of country
on the west of Scotland, comprising
almost the whole of Argyleshire, and

the greater part of Invernessshire,
was… practically devoid of railway
communication, but on August 7, 1894,
that remarkable piece of line known
as theWest Highland Railway was
opened from Craigendoran Junction
to Fort William… and a large district
was thus opened out which had
hitherto been almost inaccessible.
With the opening on April 1, 1901 of
the Mallaig extension of theWest
Highland Railway, a still more remote
part has been brought into touch with
the railway system of the country, and
an alternative route created to the Isle
of Skye and the Outer Hebrides.”
The Locomotive Magazine goes on

to write: “The locomotives employed
on this section are of course the 5ft 7in
four-coupled bogie engines specially
designed byMr [Matthew] Holmes
for working the passenger service on
theWest Highland Railway… and with
Mr Holmes’ kind permission we were
enabled to make a trip over the new
line on the footplate of this engine.
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Above: ‘Black Five’
No. 44871 crosses
Arnabol Viaduct on
September 28, 2021
with the 16.55 return
‘Jacobite’ service from
Mallaig to FortWilliam.
IAN DIXON

Right: Type 3 No. 37406
The Saltire Society
heads the return leg of
the ‘West Highlander’
landcruise from
St Pancras out of Tunnel
No. 116 and across Loch
nan Uamh viaduct on
September 10, 1989.
The viaduct’s wide
central pier is a tomb for
a horse and cart used
during its construction.
HAWTHORNE COLLECTION

Left: Larichmore
viaduct, pictured on
May 16, 2013 is one of
Sir Robert McAlpine’s
concrete structures on
the Mallaig extension,
crossing a minor road
and Brunery Burn near
Arisaig.
M J RICHARDSON

(CC BY-SA 2.0)

The gradients are very severe, in
places reaching 1-in-45 to 50, and the
country traversed remarkable for
its great variety and attractiveness,
possessing, if possible, even greater
interest for the stranger than the very
striking features for which the older
portion of theWest Highland Railway
is so deservedly noted.”

Consequences of its landscape
challenges include: Drastic limits on
train speeds, much of the line being
on embankment, and ample cuttings
and tunnels – the latter of which
number 11 yet, as a 1902 source notes,
“are so short” that their combined
lengths barely make “three-quarters
of a mile”. As for the stations, there
were nine of these erected for
the extension.

But it is its viaducts that are most
memorable. Originally, these were
to be constructed in stone, but
the local ‘mica schist’ rock proved
difficult to work. Cue concrete as the
affordable solution, worked with a

design ambition rarely before seen
to produce bold structures that have
gained an assured place in Britain’s
railway story.

Glenfinnan
Most famous of all is Glenfinnan
viaduct over the River Finnan, with
its 21 arches built on a curve that
stretches 380metres (1246ft). It enjoys
Category-A Listed protection as the
longest concrete viaduct in Scotland
and, due to its innovative use of mass
concrete to stylish effect, has become
– quite simply – an icon of British
spirit.

Instantly recognisable as ‘that
bridge fromHarry Potter’, it has also
playedmore real-world roles – such
as in 2020, when it joined other
landmarks across Britain ‘turning
blue’ in support of NHS staff treating
coronavirus patients.

Structures such as Glenfinnan are
myth-inspiring creations, and no
Scottish Highlands journey would

be truly complete without engaging
with a little folklore around the largest
structures, such as the search for a
horse and cart, said to be buried at
Glenfinnan.

But after decades of searching,
the fabled horse and cart was at last
discovered by Roland Paxton in 2001
thanks to radar imaging in the much
more plausibly-sized centre pier of a
different viaduct along the extension
entirely, the spectacular Loch
nan Uamh.

Around Arnabol
Between Lochailort and Beasdale
stations are the six-arch Arnabol
viaduct (over Arnabol Burn), and the
eight-arch Loch namUamh (over
the Mama Burn), both listed with
Category-B protection. Loch nam
Uamh has a wide centre concrete
pylon and has a short tunnel (No. 116)
at its north end.

Larichmore viaduct can be found
between Beasdale and Arisaig
stations, crossing Brunery Burn with
three spans comprising a wide centre
arch and a tall narrow arch at each
flank.

Borrodale
Larichmore is followed by the
standout of the Mallaig extension’s
other viaducts, Borrodale, which is
the only viaduct mentioned in The
Locomotive Magazine’s review of
the Mallaig Extension and is now a
Category-A Listed structure over the
Borrodale Burn. As The LMwrites,
“after skirting the sea at the head of
Lochs Ailort and nan Uamh, the line
reaches Arisaig, crossing on the way
the Borrodale viaduct, remarkable
as possessing in its principal span of
127ft 6in the longest concrete arch in
Great Britain”.
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THE star structure of the Crianlarich area belongs to a former
branch line off the closed section of the Callander & Oban Railway
(C&OR) between Crianlarich and Dunblane.
Category A-Listed Killin viaduct, about 10miles east of Crianlarich,
is the second oldestmass-concrete railway viaduct in Britain. It is
comprised of five skew arches and is described by listing authority
Historic Environment Scotland as“a prominent landscape landmark”.
It was part of the short branch line from the C&OR line at Killin
Junction to Killin, whichwas built to support local tourism. Being
“spectacularly sited”to have once provided train passengerswith
views of the Falls of Dochart and the ClanMacnab Burial Ground, it is
certainlyworth the detour if possible.

ADIVERSIONTOKILLIN

Above: The five-arch
former railway viaduct
over the River Dochart
near Killin, taken
on July 10, 2008.
IAIN LEES (CC BY-SA 2.0)

Borrodale viaduct was the longest unreinforced concrete span in the world when opened
in 1901 and is now a Category-A Listed structure and is pictured on October 16, 2005.
JIM BAIN (CC BY-SA 2.0)

Contemporary accounts such
as this one are vitally important
to rail historians and enthusiasts
alike, capturing something of the
at-the-time excitement, and a pulse
for a general consensus among the
railway community and British
society at large around what is and
would be important.

This viaduct’s top-tier protection
was the result of a listing authority
upgrade in 1989, with photographic
surveys of the site following in the
1990s helping to enhance and augment
national records – something that
is especially important for sites like
this that may not capture the public’s
imagination in quite the same way
as other monuments, yet are vital to
protect no less.

The design at Borrodale had been
governed by the desires of Arisaig
House’s owner, with its centre span
being flanked by 6.1 metre (20ft)
spans, and Borrodale tunnel nearby.

Lasting Appeal
Beloved across Britain and the world,
the WHL (and its extension especially)
today is a major tourist attraction,
with its history kept alive with steam
specials in symbiotic tandem with
regular services. As with other now-
cherished lines, it fought off threats
of closure in the 1960s during the
Beeching cuts, then again in the 1990s
due to revenue disappointments.

But the line has prevailed, and
among its recent preservation
accolades can be counted a Scottish
Government decision not to clutter
the splendour of the line with
overhead power lines, safeguarding its
unique selling point as a line that takes
its passengers, to quote from a 1901
assessment in The Railway Magazine,
to “the wildest mountain scenery”.

The Murray’s guide adds: “The
traveller, who has breakfasted amid
the smoke of Glasgow, may take the
interesting West Highland Railway

route to Fort William, lunch there,
and view the sunset from the summit
of Ben Nevis.”

In addition to its scenic pull,
experts have also observed that an
argument could be plausibly made
that the WHL is the last considerable
piece of railway building in Britain. Its
single track is a marvellous, end-of-
Victorian-era iron road ‘North-West
Passage’ that snakes some 140 miles
from Craigendoran on the Clyde to
the fishing port of Mallaig, and made
possible in the grandest way by the
many viaducts along the way. ■
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Below: The site of
Northolt Underground
station on February
2, 1948 – nine months
before it was opened as
part of an extension of
the Central Line from
North Acton to
West Ruislip.

Left: A view looking
north-west along the
platform at Northolt
Underground station on
July 10, 2009.
SUNIL060902 (CC BY-SA 3.0)

Above The contractor’s
narrow gauge railway
alongside the main
line Northolt Halt
on February 2, 1948.
The bridge carries
Mandeville Road over
the railway and the new
Underground station
was being built on the
other side.

A snapshot from the very early British
Railways era inWest London shows

the local passenger service at Northolt
about to give way to an extension of
the Underground’s Central Line.

THE fascinating photograph at the bottom
of the page shows construction of Northolt
Underground station in West London some
76 years ago on February 2, 1948 – just over a
month after Nationalisation and the creation of

British Railways.
The view is looking north-west along what would

become the station’s island platform, and is taken at the
bottom of the steps down from the future ticket office on
Mandeville Road. Note the very rough and ready narrow
gauge contractor’s railway running through the mud.

The GWR’s New North Main Line (NNML) from Old Oak
Common to South Ruislip can be seen on the right, part of
the shorter route from Paddington to Birmingham Snow
Hill via Bicester and Banbury (rather than Reading and
Oxford), while on the right in the loop is a pannier tank
and an autocoach, which were working the West Ealing to
Northolt Halt shuttle. The cabside number is just beyond
being readable. Can any reader help identify the 0-6-0PT?

Northolt Halt, which was on the opposite side of
Mandeville Road (behind the camera), opened four years
after the NNML in 1907, but closed in November 1948 with
the opening of the ‘New Works Programme’ extension of
the Underground’s Central Line from North Acton to West
Ruislip (originally planned to reach Denham, but cut back
after the Second World War). The shuttle from West Ealing

Waiting
From the archive

for the

still runs today using DMUs, but only as far as Greenford
to connect with the Central Line.

The NNML lost its importance in the late 1960s
following electrification of the West Coast Main Line
between Euston and Birmingham, but was retained for
freight and passenger diversions. It was largely singled
in the 1990s and then severed between Park Royal and
Old Oak Common at the end of 2018 to allow for HS2
construction work to begin. HS2 will run in a tunnel under
the NNML between Old Oak Common and West Ruislip,
although once that work has been completed, it is not yet
certain whether the NNML will be relaid for future use. ■
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Above: A shot that
is already history, as
TransPennine Express’s
short-lived experiment
with loco-hauled
‘Nova 3’ trains ended
in December after
just four years.With a
month to go, No. 68024
Centaur poses under the
magnificent train shed
roof at York with 1U63,
the 16.00 Manchester
Victoria to Scarborough
on November 13,
2023. CHRIS GEE

PRACTICE AND PERFORMANCE

John Heaton FCILT uses a two-day, multi-leg journey fromDevon to Oxford via York,
Warrington, Carlisle and Birmingham to gauge how our current railway service is performing.

CLASS 68s are certainly noisy andNo. 68024
Centaur announced its approach to York by
growling across theOuse bridge from the
Scarborough line, the engine noise then
reverberating from the hallowed roof of the

city’s splendid station as it pulled down to the south end of
platform 5 – or platform 9, to those of uswho remain rooted
in the now ancient former numbering.
Some observers had, a few years back, reluctantly queried

the logic of introducing locomotive andCAFMk.5 coaches
into the TransPennine Express (TPE) land ofmultiple units.
The nightmare of dealingwith a failure on the climb to
Marsden during the intensive pre-Covid timetable –with
nothing but Class 185s and IETs behind it –was sobering and
perhaps a flawed concept even before encountering a series
of faults, training complications and the current nosedive
in revenue.
Nevertheless, it was disappointing to hear of their

impendingwithdrawal with effect fromTPE’s December
2023 timetable before I hadmade time to sample their work
extensively. So in early autumn last year, I decided it was
time to track down aClass 68 on their remaining diagrams

In search of

while also forming a judgment about the state of the railway
during the recent strike period. I had a booking on the
Chester ‘Dalesman’ charter fromWarrington to Carlisle
and had earmarked thewhole of the preceding day to travel
fromDevon for that. The 14.48 Scarborough-Manchester
Piccadilly promised the required Class 68/Mk.5 formation,
but howbest to get to York to catch it?
My original plan had been to catch another threatened

species, a GreatWestern Railway 2+4HST, to Newport then
a Class 67+Mk.4 ‘dining car’ train to Crewe. But every day is a
Sunday now, in terms of engineeringworks, so the itinerary
would havemeant a bus fromWeston-super-Mare to Bristol
TempleMeads and another fromHereford to Shrewsbury.
Good job I was not going to the Ffestiniog otherwise it
would have been another road journey fromMachynlleth.
It is understandable tomove engineeringwork away from

weekends now that leisure travel dominates themarket, but
the greatest scope for rail’s recovery lies in regainingmissing
midweek business, and anyone continually finding their
travel plans frustrated by replacement coachesmight soon
give up considering rail altogether.
Somy trip began routinely on board a Plymouth-
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TABLE 1: TAUNTONTO CASTLE CARY

PowerCars/Unit 43126/43xxx 800016
Load* 2+8/274/290/431 5/251/266
Train 11.06Paignton-Padd 08.40Plymouth-Padd
Date September 25, 2013 September 18, 2023
Recorder/Position J. Heaton3rd of 10 J. Heaton2ndof 5
Miles TimingPoint Sch M S MPH Sch M S MPH
0.00 TAUNTONd 0 000 ½L -/101 0 000 T -/94
4.76 Cogload Jct 4½ 417 93/90/103 4½ 415 92/90
7.92 Athelney 6½ 614 102/103 7 614 100
13.05 Langport E 9 15 100/99/103 9 19 100
16.77 SomertonGF 12 1129 102/97/104 12½ 1133 100
22.71 KeintonMand 1500 103 1506 100
27.57 CASTLE CARYa 19½ 1843 19½ 1838
*=Vehicles/tare/gross tonnes/incl HST Power cars in first run.

Above: Two generations
of GWR diesel power
pass on the approach
toWhiteball Summit
(south-west of Taunton)
on November 14, 2022
as a ‘Castle Class’HST
with power cars Nos.
43192 Trematon Castle
and 43016 Powderham
Castle form 2U10, the
05.40 Penzance to
Cardiff Central and
Hitachi bi-mode No.
800317 works 1C70, the
07.04 Paddington to
Paignton. STEPHEN GINN

“After all this horsing around,
Centaur half-strode/half cantered into

Manchester Piccadilly 8½min late”

GuinnessWorld Record: Longest-running railway series, established in 1901

Paddington IETwith a five-car set vice the diagrammed
nine, resulting in no seat reservations being possible. After
a driver change at Exeter, the running suddenly became
sharper, running right on the limits to Taunton in 21min
13 sec for the 31miles and averaging 99.6mph for the 19½
miles fromHele&Bradninch to Victory half-barriers. As
ever, the IET could notmaintain 100mph to the summit at
Whiteball, passed at 94½mph, but the Taunton-Castle Cary
run then took the Railway Performance Society (RPS ) IET
recordwith a time of 18min 38sec for 27.57miles (88.8mph),
by only 2sec and becamemy fastest by 4sec, indicating the
standard being achieved on a regular basis. See Table 1 for a
comparisonwithmy fastest HST over this section.
Similar fastest timeswere achieved toWestbury and

fromPewsey toNewbury, where 17min 23secwas a full half
minute better than the previous record, the difference being
chiefly the use of brakes into the turnout to the platform
line instead of idling towards it. After leaving Reading a
minute late, the all-too-predictable delays fromEaling into
Paddingtonwere encountered, resulting in a 4min late
arrival. I had determined to say ‘thank-you’ to the driver on
arrival, so it was a pleasant surprise to find hewas one of
my former Exeter colleagues, his response to the praise
being: “I haven’t lost the touch then?”

East Coast disruption
I was aiming for King’s Cross via the Elizabeth Line and
Thameslink to St Pancras International, recording two
admittedly brief runs with electric multiple units, a Class
345, ½min late to Farringdon and a punctual 12-coach
Class 700 on the 11.26 Three Bridges-Bedford.
For the second consecutive time, my arrival at King’s

Cross discovered the East Coast Main Line in disarray
following ‘a person hit by a train’, this time at Tollerton
(9½miles north of York). The 13.00 to Edinburgh was
showing cancelled, the inbound set not having yet reached

TABLE 2: KING’S CROSS TOYORK

Loco 180106
Load 5/253/265
Train 12.56King’s Cross-Sunderland
Date September 18, 2023
Recorder/Position J Heaton2ndof 5
Miles TimingPoint Sch M S M.P.H
0.00 KING’S CROSSd 0 000 Pfm1½L
0.65 Belle Isle 2 1 36 42/66/rbt/58
2.41 Finsbury Park 4 332 61/58
4.88 Alexandra Palace 5½ 535 82
9.05 NewBarnet 8 24 96
12.65 Potters Bar 10 1036 99
14.39 Brookmans Park 1136 109/117
17.60 Hatfield 1317 114
20.21 WelwynGarden City 14 1441 108
21.90 WelwynNorth 1535 115
23.69 WoolmerGreen Jct 16 1633 110
24.94 Knebworth <1> 1713 116/123
27.50 Stevenage 19 1829 122/126
31.85 HITCHIN 21 2035 124
35.53 Three Counties 22 24 120
36.94 Arlesey 2306 122/126
41.06 Biggleswade 2505 125/121
44.03 Sandy 27 2632 122/sigs 94
46.28 Everton 2753 100
51.60 St. Neots 30 48 116/122
55.80 Offord 3254 120/118
58.70 Huntingdon 34 3422 122
61.90 MP62 [1] 35 58 119
63.35 Abbots Ripton 3641 123/125
69.23 Holme 40 (1) 39 37 105/sigs 30
76.26 PETERBOROUGH 45½ 4539 75
81.80 Helpston (2) 49 10 109
84.70 Tallington 51½ 5044 115/118
88.60 Essendine (3) 52 44 117/119
92.11 Little Bytham 5431 118/115
96.99 CorbyGlen 5704 116

sig stop
61.03-61.33

100.04 Stoke 61½ 6318 40
105.35 GRANTHAM 64½ 6741 89
115.24 Claypole 69½ 7319 120
120.03 NEWARK [1] 73 7546 104
120.69 Newark Crossing 73½ 7610 97/94
122.88 Bathley Lane 7728 108
126.21 Carlton 7915 118/121
134.40 AskhamTNP 8324 115
138.51 RETFORD 82½ 8535 109
143.89 Ranskill [1] 88 20 126
147.61 Bawtry 90 17 109
151.26 Rossington 89½ 9213 119
155.89 DONCASTER 92 9443 97
157.93 Arksey 9557 107/111
160.19 Shaftholme Jct 94½ 9716 95
169.10 TempleHirst Jct 99 10203 123/125
174.90 HambletonNorth Jct 102 10451 122/116
182.90 Colton Jct [1] 107 10856 117/sigs
186.44 ChalonersWhin Jct (2) 11245 -/2 x sig stops
188.40 YORKa 113 12236 Pfm11

Doncaster, where it was to terminate 145 min late.
The next departure for the northwasGrandCentral’s

12.56 to Sunderland, first stop York, with a Class 180, another
typewith an uncertain future. I have had a few runswith
Class 180s nonstop toDoncaster,my best being 86min 11sec
(108.6mph) to the north end of platform 3 on the up island.
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Below: LNER ‘Azuma’
No. 801202 heads
south through Arlesey
(Bedfordshire) on
September 14, 2022
with 1E16, the 13.00
Edinburgh to King’s
Cross as a Grand Central
Class 180 passes with
1D22, the 16.33 King’s
Cross to Bradford.
PAUL BIGGS

PRACTICE AND PERFORMANCE

TABLE 3:HUDDERSFIELD TO STALYBRIDGE

Unit 68024
Load 5/-/-
Train 14.48 Scarborough-Manchester P
Date September 18, 2023
Rec/Position J Heaton2ndof 6
Miles TimingPoint WTT M S MPH* Ave
0.00 HUDDERSFIELDd 0 0 0 8L
0.53 Springwood Jct 1 19 40 23.9
1.75 Longwood&M 2 38 67 55.8
3.00 Golcar 3 44 70 68.2
4.53 Slaithwaite a 5 6 6 38.7
0.00 d 6½ 7 9
1.24 1 45 55 42.4
1.56 2 3 70 64.0
2.58 Marsden a 3 4 4 30.2
0.00 d 4 5 2
0.49 StandedgeTEP 1 13 45/75 24.0
3.53 StandedgeTWP 4 12 55 61.1
3.93 Diggle Jct 4 4 39 51 53.3
4.83 Saddleworth 5 38 57/59 54.9
5.98 Greenfield a 6½ 7 42 33.4
0.00 d 8 8 43
1.09 Overbridge 1 31 45 43.2
1.61 RoughtownRoad 2 3 65 59.4
2.20 Mossley a 3 3 26 25.3

d 4 4 13
0.39 ScoutTEP 0 53 55 26.3
1.16 SpringbankRd 1 38 65 61.5
1.98 StalybridgeTEP 2 35 45 51.9
2.60 Stalybridge a 3½ 4 19 21.6
*Speeds estimated fromaverages inmost cases owing to gps signal loss

Today’s York schedule allowed 113minwith 4min recovery
time, 1min performance allowance, and no fewer than 8min
pathing. Although the interestmight well lie in just how the
extra timewould bewiled away, the net 100min schedule
almostmatched the 99½min fastest ever.

In that context I was hoping formy best time to pass
Potter’s Bar, benefiting from the new, higher-speed layout of
the London terminus. A top speed of 61mph at Finsbury Park
was therefore a disappointment, also only 99mph through
Potter’s Bar at the top of the 1-in-200 climb. Yes, as so often

is the case (and one sometimeswonders ‘deliberately’?) one
enginewas notworking. The good newswas it was the one
undermy coach. Nevertheless, 14min 41sec throughWelwyn
GardenCity waswithin the normal 15min allowance for
Class 91s.

For some reason, I prefer the old First GreatWestern
Class 180 ‘Adelantes’ to ‘Voyagers’ – in fact, I quite like their
relative solidity. Four engines instead of five did not prevent
reaching 125mph, but wewere losing a few seconds, offset
by a 1min performance allowance. A signal check to 95mph,
apparently for the late lowering of Everton crossing barriers,
cost½min rectified by 1min recovery time.

Sixminutes of pathing allowance had been inserted
betweenHolme and Stoke summit to allow 1R72, the
11.56 Norwich to Liverpool Lime Street, to precede.
Understandable, perhaps, to secure a path for the Class 158
assuming it was on time. However, it was 8min late andwe
actually left it in ourwake as itmade its stately progress
throughCorbyGlen. Aswe eased fromour four-engine
116mph, however, it was evident the ‘158’ was to be given
preference at Stoke Junction andwe eventually stood
at the controlling signal towatch it pass. The regulating
decisionwas puzzling. Surely we could almost have run
clear of it by the timeNo. 158780 reached Stoke? Therewas
nothing behind us except the 13.03 King’s Cross to Leeds
in Peterborough station, but we incurred a 4min delay, still
3min late throughDoncaster despite 2min recovery time
(see Table 2).

Perhaps the regulating decision at Stokewasmade in
the knowledge that the congestion in York station, caused
bymany trains being terminated short of their destination,
would prevent an on-time arrival. Having passed Colton
Junction 2½min late, with a 2min pathing allowance to
come, we crawled along fromone signal stop to another,
arriving 10min late to await No. 68024’s arrival.

Across the Pennines
The first surprise after the departure of ourManchester
Piccadilly loco-hauled trainwas running via the up
Normanton line to Church Fenton parallel to a Class 185. To
train timers brought up onNewcastle-Liverpool trains in the
1970s, the Class 68was an eye-opener, passing Chaloner’s
Whin in 2min 19sec at 69mph andCopmanthorpe former
level crossing at 101mph.

A 70mph crossover has been installed from the
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Above: Soon after
entering traffic,
Transport forWales
DMU No. 197002 calls
at Manchester Oxford
Road on January 14,
2023 with a service from
Manchester Airport to
Llandudno. PHIL WALLIS

“The person allocated to sit across fromme
described these as ‘ordinary diesels’, so I
had to bore for Britain putting him right”

GuinnessWorld Record: Longest-running railway series, established in 1901

TABLE 4:MANCHESTEROXFORDROADTOWARRINGTONBANKQUAY

Units 197018+197016
Vehicles/ tare/gross tonnes 4/176/190
Train 17.25Manchester P-Holyhead
Date September 18, 2023
Recorder/Posiiton J Heaton1/4
Miles Location Sch MS MPH
0.00 MAN.OXFORDRDd 0 000 7L
0.49 Castlefield Jct 1 1 59 25
1.00 Ordsall Lane Jct 2½ 256 27
3.91 Eccles 5 56 76
4.89 Patricroft 6 42 76
8.78 Astley 10½ 944 78
12.70 Kenyon Jct 12 30 90
14.73 Parkside Jct 15 1428 46/sigs31
15.71 Newton-le-Willows 16 1602 41/sigs 12
16.59 Earlestown 17½ 1816 19/63
18.09 Winwick Jct [1]20½ 2017 49/48/52
19.26 WinwickQuay 2143 50/59
21.49 WARRINGTONBQa 25 2513
[1]=1min recovery

Normanton line towards Leeds, but it was disappointing
to reduce speed to 58mph before taking it and enter the
crossover at 63½mph, although the 9min schedule from
York had been kept. After accelerating to 89mph up the
1-in-133 ofMicklefield bank, the fireworks came to an end as
we followed another train into Leeds at 75mph, arriving in
23min 32sec, 2½min late.

I was looking forward to a cracking run overmy
native territory toManchester, but I was to be severely
disappointed. Soon after departure, we had a dead stand for
signals beforeWhitehall Junction costing about 1min 40sec.
The 15.03Hull-Liverpool (a Class 185 today not a Farnley
Junction ‘Jubilee’!) was not far ahead, resulting in a check to
47mph beforewe passed Cottingley station, which opened in
1988 and is scheduled to close soon following construction of
a nearby station serving theWhite Rose shopping centre.

Morley station has beenmoved eastwards to allow an
increase in permissible speed from45 to 70mph. Had
Cottingley survived theWhite Rose opening, that would
have been three stations in 1.61miles.Meanwhile, 2¼min
had been lost, thenmore approachingDewsbury, where
adverse signals were encountered from the preceding
Class 185.With station overtime, and another checkwaiting
for the platform to be cleared at Huddersfield,Centaur’s
deficit had grown to 8min.
Therewas a timewhen the absolute block sectionwas

fromHuddersfield’s last controlled signal near Gledholt
Junction toMarsden some sevenmiles away, but nowadays
track circuit blockmeant therewas every chance the ‘185’
would run clear. The loco and coaches had to be carefully
placed for the short platforms at Slaithwaite andMarsden,
and so thewhole unwieldy combination lost 2min ‘to the
engine’ approaching these two (see Table 3).
Acceleration through Standedge Tunnel produced some

memorable diesel loco-hauledmoments, whichmight soon
become asmuch amemory asmain line pre-preservation
steam, but it could not prevent further time losses of 2½min
running before Stalybridge.

Despite 1½min being regained at the four small station
stops sinceHuddersfield, punctuality had deteriorated
to 11½min late. Evenwithout time loss, scheduling these
four stops costs ‘through passengers’ 10min. The stopping
pattern saves running the traditional stopping trains,
various combinations of which have been tried during the
privatisation years, but is it really the best way of developing
the core business and competingwith theM62?
After all this horsing around,Centaur half-strode/half

cantered intoManchester Piccadilly 8½min late before
setting off back to Scarborough some 11min later. The loss
of these trains sinceDecember seems a disappointingwaste
of assets in a railway community crying out for high quality
trains capable of delivering InterCity standards of comfort
and speed. If the rumour that Chilternwill snaffle them for
the benefit of its London passengers then ‘Plus ça change’, as
we say in Yorkshire.

My destinationwas still overnight atWarrington, with
a choice of a 17.37 EastMidlands Class 158 to Central or the

17.44 Transport forWales 2xClass 197DMUs to BankQuay,
unusually nonstop fromManchester Oxford Road aswe
were (un)informed by the public address. Are emergency
announcementsmade inWelsh first? If not, why ‘next
station’ information? If so, safety is not being served.
Alternatively, if we are giving priority toWelsh, Oxford Road
should be Rhydychen Ffordd, unlessmy language skills
have rusted.
Therewas plenty of time to compose a rant aswe blocked

the Piccadilly-Oxford Road bottleneck ‘waiting platform’ for
8min. The units rode and acceleratedwell, touching 90mph
at the former Kenyon Junction and easing slowly round the
Earlestown curve towardsWinwick Junction, then passing
the site of the famous Vulcan Foundry, now an anonymous
housing estate and spare ground (see Table 4).

Our journey fromManchester Oxford Road toWarrington
had taken 25min 13sec on a 25min schedule with 1min
recovery time, 7min late. Punctuality for the day’s six trains –
one on time, the remaining five totalling 30min delay, one of
whichmissed its ‘within 10min’ Public PerformanceMeasure.

S&C steam
The following day I was bound for an overnight stay in
Oxford before amedical appointment, but started the
journeywith the ‘Dalesman’, which turned upwith Class 37
No. 37685 on the front andNo. 37676 on the rear, running
mainly at80mph to Preston.
The person allocated to sit across fromme described

these as ‘ordinary diesels’, so I had to bore for Britain
putting him right. The locos date from 1964 and 1963
respectively, and are probably the most reliable British Rail
diesels, although Class 33s in their prime would challenge
that compliment. My fellow-traveller responded with
information about his preservation efforts with the Vulcan
bomber. Ordinary death machines?
After reversal in the Lancashire city, the 682 tonne

cavalcade took the East Lancashire line, necessarily subdued
to 60mph, but had towait outsideHellifield so arriving
18min late for the handover to steam. Those of uswho prefer
not to knowwhich steam loco has been rostered until we
see it were surprised to see nothingmore powerful than
6P5F 4-6-0 ‘Jubilee’ No. 45699Galatea. ‘Normal’ passengers
were left to disputewhether it was No. 45562Alberta or
No. 45627 Sierra Leone, or even Black 5No. 44932 perhaps,
which had its number stencilled on the twin headlamps.
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TABLE 5:HELLIFIELD TOBLEAMOOR (PASS). CARLISLE TO SHAP SUMMIT (PASS)

Loco/s Jubilee 4-6-0No. 45699* Jubilee 4-6-0 45699*+
diesel No. 37685 (rear)

Vehicles/tare/gross tonnes 12/438/465 12/438/465
Train 07.34 Chester-Carlisle 07.34 Chester-Carlisle
Date July 5, 2023 September 19, 2023
Weather Cloudy Heavy rain,westerly gale
Position to/fromCarlisle 12th of 13 / 4th of 13 4th of 14 / 4th of 14**
Recorder WELong JHeaton
Miles TimingPoint Sch M S MPH Sch M S MPH
0.00 HellifieldDnGds

Loopd.
0 0 00 5L 0 000 15L

1.23 LongPreston 350 37½ 416 34
3.23 Settle Jct 7 6 20 55½ 9 659 53½
5.21 Settle 8 52 41½ 927 44
6.98 Stainforth 1159 27½ 1158 42
8.73 MP240 1643 17 1429 41
9.98 MP240¼ 2018 27½ 1613 47
11.26 Horton in R. 16 2339 20 16½ 1754 45
12.48 MP243¾ 2701 24½ 1932 44
13.53 Selside 2950 20 2100 41
14.73 MP246 3334 18 2250 37½
15.98 Ribblehead 23 3733 22½ 23 2507 28/24
17.23 BleaMoor SB 25 4128 17 25½ 2758 27
18.04 BleaMoorTSPpass 44 32 13 2934 35
0.00 CARLISLE d. 0 0 00 1L 0 000 T
0.81 Upperby Jct 3 14 26 320 23
1.35 UpperbyBridge Jct 4 26 27 422 33
4.10 MP65 1028 29/27½ 823 46
4.91 Wreay 1211 28½ 925 48
6.60 MP62½(level) 15 21 37 1126 54
7.35 Southwaite 16 33 39/41 1215 55½
9.60 MP59½(top1-in-228) 19 54 40 1438 57
10.66 Calthwaite 21 34 38 1546 56
11.60 MP57½(1-in-164) 23 06 35 1646 57
13.10 PlumptonMP 2520 48 1816 62
13.85 MP55¼(endof level) 26 14 51½ 1859 63½
15.60 MP53½(top1-in-186) 28 20 48½ 2042 60
17.85 PENRITH 25 3048 59 25 2246 66½
18.94 Eamont 3152 61½ 2344 69/70
20.11 MP49 (top 1-in-193) 33 03 59 2445 67/68
21.16 EdenValley Jct 29 3409 56 29 2541 66
22.11 Clifton 3511 50½ 2637 60
24.11 MP45 3752 39½ 2840 55
26.11 ThrimbyGrange 4118 32½ 3054 52
27.45 Harrisons’s Sidings 43 56 29½ 3227 51/50½
29.39 Shap Station 4745 34½/36½ 3442 55
30.86 MP38¼(topof climb) 5030 29½ 3622 50½
31.50 Shap Summit Sign 43 5140 36 43 3706 53½
Note one chain extra exists at 50m40c compared to postedmileage
*Running simultaneously under 45562 and45627 identities
**Whole train turned at Carlisle

Above: Racing down
from Shap Summit at
Shap Beck (Cumbria) on
July 15, 2023, ‘Jubilee’
No. 45699 Galatea
(carrying the numbers
of scrapped classmates
Nos. 45627 on the
smokebox door and
45562 on the cabside)
heads north with
the RTC’s ‘Cumbrian
Mountain Express’ from
Liverpool to Carlisle.
PAUL J BERRY

“Disappointing as this decision
was to a train timer, it was welcome

to a retired railway operator”

PRACTICE AND PERFORMANCE

Such identity swaps are controversial within the railway
community, but I tend to accept it as a fact of modern
life. In fact, if the exchange was with Farnley Junction’s
No. 45581 Bihar and Orissa, I might even have been
tempted to approve.
Meanwhile, the weather had deteriorated further into a

winter storm (heavy rain and a gale-force westerly cross-
wind) for our 87-year-old loco to handle, nowwith its own
support coach added to the load, 12 bogies, some 438 tons
tare, 465 tons gross. The LondonMidland and Scottish
Railway’s ‘full load’ timings westbound over the Ais Gill
route were based on 400 tons for an unassisted ‘Jubilee’, so
today’s task would have been beyond expectations even in
Galatea’s prime.

Railway Performance Society stalwart Bill Long was
on the train when No. 45699 had this load in better July
weather, speed coming down to 17mph near Stainforth and,
after rallying, 13mph into BleaMoor tunnel. It was scarcely
surprising, therefore, when it was decided that this was a
hurdle too far today.
Particularly disappointing as this decision was to a train

timer, it was welcome to a retired railway operator. Back
in the day, a request would have beenmade for Hellifield
shed to turn out a pilot to assist, but there was one nearer
to hand today as it was announced that No. 37685 would
remain attached to the rear.
As we discussed in the ‘Castle Centenarian’ Practice

and Performance (RM August 2023), diesel assistance is
anathema tomost steam enthusiasts, but it was at least
‘quite interesting’ even in 1967 if a ‘Peak’ was given a steam
loco to produce heat. One of mymorememorable runs
was a Standard Class 5 fromManchester to Huddersfield
assisting a ‘Peak’ in such a situation. But it is not why the
steam brigade travel long distances.

Ahelping hand
It remained to be seen howmuchwork the Class 37would
do. Judging by the speed of 53mph at the bottom of the
1-in-181 downhill run from Long Preston to Settle Junction,
it was not much. This proved optimistic, because speed
was then held unexpectedly high at around 42-45mph
on the 1-in-100 uphill sections. This is pure speculation
as resistance figures are unreliable, the effect of the
cross-wind disputable and the power setting of the
Class 37 is unknown, but 41mph for the now 700 ton
train, if conventionally hauled from the front in these
conditions, would have been around 2,300 equivalent
draw bar horsepower. If the Class 37 was set a little short
of full power, perhaps 1,000 for the diesel and a good
output of 1,300hp for the ‘Jubilee’. If, on the other hand
the ‘Jubilee’ had exerted 1,300hp with no supporting diesel,
the balancing speed would have been about 32mph even
without the gale. Alternative views are welcome.
Table 5 shows two excerpts fromMr Long’s unassisted

Galatea trip against the figures with No. 37685 ‘helping’,
both fromHellifield to BleaMoor and from Carlisle to Shap.
Because of having a loco on each end, the whole train was
turned on the Carlisle triangle, meaning those fortunate to
be near the loco fromHellifield remained so from Carlisle.
It is believed an adverse weather restriction of 50mph

was in force from perhaps Harrison’s Sidings (41 miles
53 chains) to Oxenholme, so the onward climb to Grayrigg
has been omitted as taking one step too far into artificiality.
On the way up to Shap, 70mph on the 1-in-193 gradient
sounded almost fictional, but it was interesting to see the
Penrith speed with No. 37685 at the back was 66½mph
compared to No. 45699’s flying solo effort of 63½mph. The
timing in the current path of 43min to Shap is considered
unrealistically tight, but the ‘Dalesman’ sliced 5½min
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Above: Two Avanti
‘Pendolinos’pass at
Crewe on August 8, 2022
with southbound
No. 390107 on the right
and northbound
No. 390050 on the left.
TOM MCATEE

GuinnessWorld Record: Longest-running railway series, established in 1901

with its mixed propulsion run and squeezed home into its
Carnforth Goods Lines 3min early.

TheWest CoastMain Linewas in chaos, withwires down
in the Trent Valley owing to a fallen tree. Cancellations and
diversions via Coventry were commonplace, butmy hoped
for ‘minus’ connection into a Glasgow-Euston train booked
via Birmingham looked doomed as the ‘Pendolino’ flashed
past on time.With the steam loco having been detached
andwith No 37676 again leading, No. 37685 still on the back,
the combination ran quickly to recover the extra time spent
in Carnforth sidings until a 13minwait outside a congested
Prestonmeant an 11min late arrival. But what was that
‘Pendolino’ in Platform 3, normally used for down trains? It
wasmy ‘missed non-connection’ 9M86, the 14.52 Glasgow
Central to Euston via Birmingham and a booked connection
into the 18.25Manchester Piccadilly to Bournemouth from
Birmingham toOxford.

It transpired that 9M86was awaiting a trainmanager on
a down train delayed by the overhead electrical equipment
damage. Fortunately, he took charge quickly after his arrival,
explaining and apologising, as the ‘Pendolino’ started 40min
late. All to no effect though as 1F02, the 17.06 Blackpool
North-Liverpool Lime Street (starting fromPreston because
the relatively newly-erected ‘wires’ on the Blackpool line
had also blown down)was following 1Z53, the ‘Dalesman’
with its two Class 37s toWigan, where the 2xClass 331 local
peeled away at Springs Branch forMerseyside.
Two good sections then followed toWarrington and

then Crewe, the latter being shown in Table 6. The first
took only 9min 19sec for the 11.73miles, comparedwith
the RPS archive’s fastest known 8min 56sec. Entering the
industrial setting of BankQuay, the burbling of English
Electric engines, evenwhen idling, indicated the railtour
waswaiting to depart punctually for Chester. The second
section then achieved a time of 14min 58sec for the 24.11
miles to Crewe (RPS record 14min 23sec in 2006), but still
42½min late.

The remainder ofmy improvised trip deteriorated further,
being held to follow the late 18.03Manchester Piccadilly to
Bristol TempleMeads from Stafford and then to stutter into
New Street behind a queue of trains – including 2A53, the
19.18Wolverhampton-Walsall, whichwas allowed to push in
ahead of the Euston express, as the local’s forwardworking
was threatened.

TABLE 6:WARRINGTONBANKQUAYTO CREWE

Unit 390049
Vehicles/tare/gross tonnes 9/470/495
Train 14.52GlasgowC-Euston
Date September 19, 2023
Recorder/Position J Heaton1st of 9
Miles TimingPoint Sch M S MPH
0.00 WARRINGTONBQd 0 000 46½L
1.96 ActonGrange Jct 2½ 212 86
6.04 PrestonBrookN [1] 4 23 123
7.61 Weaver Jct 5½ 509 124/125
9.61 ActonBridge (½) 6 07 123
12.28 Hartford 9 (½) 7 24 125
16.65 Winsford 12 932 123
19.20 MinshullVernon [1] 10 47 122
20.94 Coppenhall Jct 11 39 120
23.28 CoalYard 16½ 1310 59
24.11 CREWEa 19 1458
(½)=½minpathing. [1]=1min recovery

By now,my 18.25 fromManchester Piccadilly connection
was occupying the signal section to our rear. Nomatter, it
was shown as following 9M86 through Platform 1. I was
ready for the usual New Street late platform changes, but
had not guessed that the CrossCountry departure would
drop off all information screens.

Barrier staff toldme to go to 4A, where the Bournemouth
‘Voyager’ was waiting. ‘Normals’ would have had towait an
hour. No. 221125 hung around before departing 12min late for
Oxford, where Imissed the bus connection tomy hotel.

The overall impression during this two-day, 900mile, trip
had been of a railway system limping from crisis to calamity
yet still managing to cling on to vestiges of service delivery.

Many of the disruptions had been beyond the control
of the responsible company in the still fragmented
organisation – trespass andweather being themain two
disruptions. Other factors, such as defective diesels and
wires susceptible to badweather, but well within the
predictable spectrum, were different issues. The need for
diversions and speed restrictions for a simple stormmakes
one hanker formore reliable technology than our current
overheadwiringwhen renewal becomes necessary.■
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1
SOLO ‘GRID’: Cutting a lonely
figure in the Cumbrian Fells
as it climbs to the top of Shap
on January 7 is GBRf ‘Grid’
No. 56098, which had just gone
on short-term hire to Colas
for log train duties between
Carlisle and Chirk (see also
Operations News). PAUL J BERRY

2
NEXT GENERATION: Ivatt
Class 4 Mogul No. 43106
gets an admiring look from
a young rail fan as it passes
Safari Curve, Severn Valley
Railway, on January 6 at the
head of a Kidderminster-bound
service. ROBERT FALCONER

3
COLOURFUL CREWE: A very
colourful view of Locomotive
Services Ltd’s depot at Crewe
on January 8, with examples of
Classes 08, 20, 37, 43, 47, 57 and
142 on shed. This view is looking
north, with Crewe station in
the background. TOMMCATEE

4
REFINED VIEW: A view from a
public road down the siding to
Harwich Refinery on January
15 as GBRf ’s No. 66787 emerges
with nine empty condensate
tanks. The wagons are added
to a further nine in the nearby
Harwich Parkeston Quay
Field Sidings. MIKE COOPER

Delivering a safe, ef	cient
and sustainable railway
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1
POT OF GOLD: Framed by a
rainbow, ‘Peak’ No. 182 (46045)
departs at Highley with a service
for Kidderminster during the
Severn Valley Railway’s Winter
Diesel Day on December
29. Evidence that its steam
heating boiler is in working
order is clear! SIMON TAYLOR

2
STANDARD SUNRISE: A
fabulous sunrise at Falling
Sands Viaduct, Kidderminster,
silhouettes BR Standard
‘4MT’ No. 75069 on January
6 as it works light engine
towards Kidderminster
over the River Stour and
Staffordshire & Worcestershire
Canal. RALPH WARD

3
BLEA(K) MOOR: Ribblehead
(or Batty Moss) Viaduct seen
from Park Fell, on the climb
to Ingleborough, on January
6 as Type 4s Nos. 47810 and
47593 top-and-tail a Statesman
Rail charter from Hereford to
Appleby. The isolated signalbox
and cottage at Blea Moor can be
seen in the distance. CHRIS GEE

4
FIELDS OF FROZEN FLOODS:
LNER Class 91 No. 91119
passes Great Heck, North
Yorkshire, on January 16 as it
propels the 1N81/09.06 King’s
Cross-York through the wintry
surroundings. ZAC HINCHCLIFFE

1 3
42

Delivering a safe, ef	cient
and sustainable railway



50 FEBRUARY 2024 • The Railway Magazine

https://www.modelrail-scotland.co.uk
https://www.digitrains.co.uk
mailto:enquiries@digitrains.co.uk
https://gscalesociety.com
https://gscalesociety.com
mailto:membership@gscalesociety.com
https://www.goinglocomodels.com
mailto:goinglocomodels@hotmail.com
https://www.paintinghistory.co.uk
https://www.modelrail-scotland.co.uk
https://www.modelrail-scotland.co.uk


https://waverleyexcursions.co.uk


52 FEBRUARY 2024 • The Railway Magazine

https://www.modelrail-scotland.co.uk
https://www.railriders.club
https://ellisclarktrains.com
mailto:dave@ellisclarktrains.com
mailto:ellis@ellisclarktrains.com
https://www.rainbowrailways.co.uk


Like us facebook.com/
�eRailwayMagazine

Follow us
therailwaymagazine

Follow us
@railwaymagazine

CLASS 40 RENAMINGS: It was an excellent
article on the renamingof the Class 40s in your January edition. I
managed to seeNo. 40015Aquitaniawhen it reached Scotland in
1981. It hauled a freight fromMossend through to Bathgate. Inmy
snap you canmake out the red‘nameplate’. JOHNDAVIDSON, ARMADALE

THEphotoof theCamelford
stationnameboard last
month (right)was, of course,
not takenat theNorth
Cornwall town’s railway
station (closed1966)but
some200miles furthernorth
at theSevernValleyRailway’s
Kidderminster station in
October last year.Note the
railwaycatguarding the
luggage.
Thismonth’smystery

photobyBrianWillcocks
shouldbeabreeze for fans
of castles (thenon-railway
kind!), butwhere can this
railwaycranebe found long
after theyard it servedhas
gone?

Achangedrailway
READING thehistorical features
in TheRM fromtime to time, I
find it absolutely fascinating
howrailwaymen (andwomen)
managedan incredibly complex
operation (muchmore so
thannow)withoutmodern
technologyand, in theyards,
relyingonhand signals andoil
lamps.Therewereaccidents,
of course, but there is somuch
fromthepast thatwasgood
thatwehave failed tobringwith
us into the future, and that is to
ourgreat cost.
The railwaygenuinelydid

seek to serve thepublic back
then; full cancellationswere
rare, and thekindofdelays
causedby trainsbeing stranded
forhours almostunknown.
Am I aloneamong TheRM’s
readers inbeginning todespair
of themodern railway? It is
this absolute refusal in the
averageboardroomto‘plan
for failure’whichhas led to
usbeing landedwithover-
engineeredandcomplicated
trains, non-universal couplings,
weak signalling systems, poor
and irregularmaintenance,
anda lackof spare traincrew
coverplus insufficient route
knowledge.

Meanwhile there is
insufficient capacityonmany
routes. It is thereforeno
wonder thatwehave incidents
like the strandingof trains
outsidePaddingtonbefore
Christmas.The incident itself
wasbadenough, but theway
itwasdealtwith and the time
it took toput things rightwas
unforgivable. SorryMrHaines
[NetworkRail’smanaging
director], but Iwas sogladyou
witnessed it all first hand!
I amgenuinely amazed

by thenumberofpeople still
travellingon the trains in spite
of all this, butof course it is
mainly for leisure.Manypeople
who formerly reliedon trains
forworketchave long since
givenup. Iworry a lot about the
danger that theGovernment
and thepublicwill eventually
losepatiencewith the railways,
and start to see themasa luxury
wecanno longer afford.All the
excuses arewearingvery thin.

MartinStoolman,Exeter

BarrheadandBalgray
THE recent electrificationof
theBarrhead linehasnothing
todowith theopeningdateof
Balgray station (NetworkNews,
January). Balgray is just southof

Barrheadbut, as you say, on the
GlasgowtoNeilston line,which
waselectrified in1962.
There’s a story tobe told

abouthowBarrheadhad
four stations, twoofwhich
neveropeneddue to tram
competition.Three lines linked
BarrheadwithPaisley, only the
G&SWcarryingpassenger trains
and that just from1902 to1913.
Let’s hope thenewstation

(beingbuilt in associationwith
affordablehousing) is a lotmore
successful!

JohnYellowlees,byemail

■Thanksalso toCallum
MacLeodforpointingthis
out,andapologies for the
geographicalerror–Ed.

A high-speed
Elizabeth Line?

EDITOR’S NOTE
Publication of a letter does not imply
that the editor or staff of The Railway
Magazine necessarily agree with its
contents.

‘T3’memories
THE recentgoodnewsabout
LSWR‘T3’No. 563 returning
to steamhas stirredup some
memories. No. 563wasone
of the favourite engines
which,withmybrother as
young teenagers,wevisited
its footplateover three
consecutive years in themid-
1950s at EastleighWorksAugust
opendays.
Becauseourgreat

grandfather, aMrTuck,was
aprincipal driver basedat
Salisbury in the1890s, going
frequently to London (maybe
NineElms then),weare
interested to knowwhether
anyRailwayMagazine readers
havemore informationon the
following.
MrTuck’s earningswere

sufficient to enable him to
takeon a small hotel property
in Fisherton Street, very close
to the station. Notably in

the 1906 Salisburymail train
disaster, sheets from thehotel
were used to staunch the flow
of blood.Other information
knownwas that our great aunt
EdithTuck (born 1877)with our
aunt IreneHoare (born 1900)
worked thehotel through
the FirstWorldWar, and the
businesswas then sold soon
after.

JohnHoare,byemail

CDAsbyroad
IT is an interesting commenton
themodern railway that eight
CDAshave to travel by road the
10or somiles fromStBlazey to
Bodmin, there tobe returned to
rail (January issue).
Nodoubt there is a reason for

this,whether itmakes sensewill
be amatter of opinion.Thanks
for an informativemagazine.

AndrewHarris,
Whitby,Ontario
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Readers’ Platform

Where is it? Our pictorial quiz, for fun only

FOLLOWINGKirkMartin’s
letter (January issue) about
HS2’smissedopportunities,
I wondered if anybodyhad
ever consideredusing the
Crossrail tunnel to connect
HS1withHS2?
Itmay soundcrazy, but the

ElizabethLine runs fromOld
OakCommontoStratford,
and it just sohappens that

bothHS2andHS1alsodo.
Crossrailwas built to full

main line standardswith
25kVoverheadpower and the
journey time fromoneend to
theother (including stops) is
just 21minutes. Surely, one
pathper hour couldbe found
for a throughHS train from
Birmingham toParis, even
going at the same speed as

the EL trains? It could even
stop at Paddington and
Liverpool Street for onward
connections.
Compared to the cost of

HS2 itself, ormaking the
route through to Euston, a
short connection at either
endwouldbe comparatively
inexpensive.

PeterMiddleton,Ascot

HS2 is a ‘WCMLbypass’
REGARDING the letter by
Tim Stevens (December 2023
issue) about HS2, he states
that“the HS2 line as being
built should be redesigned
towhat it should have been –
a bypass of the southern half
of theWCML.”

As an avid supporter of
the HS2 project, and living
near HS2 in Birmingham, I
can categorically say that
the HS2 line being built
is already a bypass of the
southern half of theWCML.
The HS2 route nowbeing

built will leave the existing
WCML at Handsacre in

Staffordshire and travel
south through Birmingham
Interchange Station, where
the spur fromBirmingham
Curzon Street will join it,
then carry on to LondonOld
Oak Common and eventually
Euston.
HS2 trains will be used on

the HS2 line to Birmingham
then via Handacre to Crewe,
Manchester, Liverpool and
the NorthWest. HS2 trains
would not be able to get
into BirminghamNew
Street station due to it being
gridlocked, as well as being
far too long to fit into New

Street – hence the newHS2
terminus at Curzon Street.
What I do not understand

is that people keep saying
these non-tilting trains will
be limited to 110mph on the
WCML, as the line to Crewe is
fairly straight (all the twists
and turns the‘Pendolinos’
were introduced for are
south of Nuneaton and
north of Crewe). HSTs have
been doing 125mph for 50
years on normal track not so
different to theWCML from
Handsacre to Crewe.

PeterAllen,
Birmingham

Send your letters to: The Railway Magazine, Media Centre, MortonWay,
Horncastle, Lincs LN9 6JR. Email: railway@mortons.co.uk
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WEDNESDAY,FEBRUARY7
Sutton Coldfield Railway
Society. St James’Church Centre,
Sutton Coldfield B75 5BW. 19.30.
Test track evening.
Talking ofTrains. Library Hall,
Ewell Road, Surbiton KT6 6AG.
19.00.‘GreatWestern Preserved’:
Dick Crane.

THURSDAY,FEBRUARY8
Continental Railway Circle.
St Paul’s Church Centre,
Marylebone NW1 6NJ. 18.30.
‘Indonesia 1977’: John Hunt.
LCGB. St Bartholomew’s Church,
St Albans AL1 2PE. 19.30.‘The
Buckinghamshire Railway
Centre’:TBA.
RCTS. Library Leatherhead,
Station Approach, Leatherhead.
11.00-16.00. Open day.
RCTS. Bassil Shipham Centre,
TozerWay, Chichester,West
Sussex PO19 7LG. Meeting
on Zoom. 19.15.‘108Years of
Southern Electric’: Stuart Hicks.
Shropshire Railway Society.
Gateway Education and Arts
Centre, Shrewsbury SY1 1NB.
19.00.‘SevernValley Railway – its
ups and downs’: Peter Darkin.
South East Essex Railway
Society. Friends’Meeting House,
Leigh-on-Sea SS9 1NB. 19.30.

FRIDAY,FEBRUARY9
SLS. Conference Room,
1st floor (access via Black Swan
Courtyard), Newcastle Arts
Centre NE1 1SG. 19.00. Annual
meeting and members’evening.
SWRS. The Manor, Slough
station. 19.30. Railwayana
auction.

SATURDAY,FEBRUARY10
RCTS. Friends Meeting House,
Edinburgh EH1 2JL. 14.30.
‘Museum of Scottish Railways:
Past, present and future’:
Dr Becky Peacock, SRPS
museum director.

MONDAY,FEBRUARY12
Lincoln Railway Society.
St Hugh’s Church, North
Hykeham, Lincoln LN6 8JG.
19.30.‘BR steam from 1969’:
Roger Jones.
Oxfordshire Railway Society.
Kidlington Baptist Church
OX5 2DS.19.00. Annual meeting,
photo competition and
members’talks.
RCTS. Greenfinch Church
Hall, Ipswich, IP2 0SQ. 14.15.
‘Colchester in the Age of Steam’:
Dave Goodyear.
Southern Electric Group. Deall
Room, Southwick Community
Centre BN42 4TE. 19.30. Sussex
branch Zoom meeting.

TUESDAY,FEBRUARY13
GreatWestern Society. Room 4,
BAWA, Filton, Bristol BS34 7RF.
19.30. Bristol group annual
meeting and‘A Didcot upgrade’:
Richard Antliff .
LCGB. Parish Room, St Michael’s

Church,Wood Green, London
N22 8HE. 19.30.‘The H Clements
and the Bryan Cross collection
Part 3’.
RCTS.The Swifts, Haggis Gap,
Cambridge CB21 5HD. 19.30.
‘ThatWasTheYearThatWas –
1971’: Geoff Plumb.
RCTS. Croydon & South London
Zoom meeting. 19.30.‘Railways
in 1950 and 1951 – from the
Sutton Coldfield’s Moseley
Collection’: Robin Mathams.
RCTS. The New Mechanics,
3 North Sherwood Street,
Nottingham NG1 4EZ. 14.00.
‘Midland Metals’: Steve Armitage.
RCTS. Tilehouse Street Baptist
Church, Hitchin SG5 2EE. 19.30.
‘EdwardThompson, wartime
CME’: Simon Martin.
PewseyVale Railway Society.
Woodborough Social Club SN9
5PL. 14.45.
‘SteamTrainsToday’: Andrew
Martin.
The 8E Railway Association.
The Gladstone Club, Station
Road, Northwich CW9
5RB. 19.30.‘Steam in the
Peak District’: MartinWelch.
www.8erailwayassociation.
org.uk
Wells Railway Fraternity. Town
Hall,Wells, Somerset. 19.30.
‘TheWidow’s Frontier Railways’:
Richard Pelham.

WEDNESDAY,
FEBRUARY14
LCGB. Friends Meeting House,
Butter Hill, Dorking RH4 2LE.
19.30.‘British Rail to Great British
Railways’: Alex Green.
NYMR. St Lawrence’s Church
Hall,YorkYO10 3WP. 12.00.
‘T E Harrison, Father of the North
Eastern Railway’: John Addiman,
preceded by a buffet.
RCTS. Library Leatherhead,
Station Approach, Leatherhead.
11.00-16.00. Open day.
RCTS. Old Church Rooms, Park
Road, Radyr CF15 8DF. 19.00.
‘25 years of Derek Cross’s diesels
1959 to 1984: David Cross.
Sutton Coldfield Railway
Society. St James’Church Centre,
Sutton Coldfield, B75 5BW.
‘Slides from the David Palmer
collection’: KenTaylor.
Talking ofTrains. Library Hall,
Ewell Road, Surbiton KT6 6AG.
19.00.‘The CroydonTramlink: A
story of success’: Mike Steward.

THURSDAY,FEBRUARY15
AlnValley Railway. Barter Books,
Alnwick Station. 19.30.‘The Last
Months of Indian Steam’:
Ian Hastie.
Lutterworth Railway Society.
Lutterworth Bowls Club LE15
4RB. 19.30.‘Settle & Carlisle
Railway’: Colin Ellis.
Marlow & District Railway
Society. Bourne End Community
Centre SL8 5SX or on Zoom.
19.30. Members free, non-
members £3.‘That was the year
that was – 1971’: Geoff Plumb.

Visit www.mdrs.org.uk.
Monmouthshire Railway
Society. Lysaght Institute,
Newport NP19 0RA. 19.00.
Video evening.
Norfolk Railway Society. United
Reformed Church Hall, Norwich
NR4 6QR. 19.30. Zoom meeting:
‘The GWR Fast Battery Charge
TrialTrain’: Dave Horton.
Nuneaton Railway Circle.
Chilvers Coton Conservative
Club, Nuneaton CV11 5UD.
19.45.‘Renaissance at Crewe’:
Peter Greenwood.
RCTS. Victory Club, Cheltenham
GL50 2SY. 19.00.‘BiscuitTin
Discoveries’: Mike Dodd.
RCTS. Saltaire Methodist
Chapel, Shipley BD18 3HJ. 19.30.
‘Looking Back II’: Bill Jagger.

FRIDAY,FEBRUARY16
GreatWestern Society. Village
Hall, Stoke St Mary,Taunton
TA3 5DE. 19.30.Taunton Group
Annual Meeting and‘Didcot
Update’by Richard Antliff.
LCGB. Keen House, 4 Calshot
Street, London NW1 9DA. 18.30.
TBA.
SWRS.The Manor, Slough
station. 19.30.‘Titanic BoatTrain
HeritageTrust’: Ian Giles.

SATURDAY,FEBRUARY17
SLS. Friends’Meeting House,
Manchester M2 5NS. 14.00.
‘Around the UK in Classic Railway
Posters’: Jane Ellis.

MONDAY,FEBRUARY19
RCTS. South Essex branch
Zoom meeting. 19.30.‘Railways
Remembered: North East
England’: Charles Roberts.

TUESDAY,FEBRUARY20
Leicester Railway Society.
Braunstone Civic Centre,
Leicester LE3 2PP. 19.30. Society
report followed by‘TBA’:
Michael Chapman.
RCTS. Library Leatherhead,
Station Approach, Leatherhead.
11.00-16.00. Open day.
RCTS. Highway Public House,
Hull HU5 5LH. 19.30.‘As I See It’:
Dan Longbottom.
RCTS. Didcot Civic Hall OX11 7JN.
14.00.‘Western Enterprise’:
Colin Brading.
SLS. Langdon Square
Community Centre, Coulby
NewhamTS8 0TF. 14.00.‘One
man’s view of the East Coast
Main Line in 1961’: Malcolm Paul.

WEDNESDAY,
FEBRUARY21
Grimsby&CleethorpesRailway
Group. The No.1, Station
Approach, Cleethorpes DN35
8AX. 19.30.‘Where would you
like to go?’: Anthony Hicks.
Pennine Railway Society.
DoncasterTown Fields Sports
Club DN2 6AA. 19.30.‘Spinning
Around 2’: Steve Philpott.
RCTS. Eastleigh Railway Institute
SO50 9FE.18.30.‘Leatherhead

Station and Stationmaster’s
House’: Andy Davies.
Sutton Coldfield Railway
Society. St James’Church Centre,
Sutton Coldfield, B75 5BW. 19.30.
‘DVDs from our library’:
Mike Newport.
Talking ofTrains. Library Hall,
Ewell Road Surbiton KT6 6AG.
19.00.‘Birds of a Feather’:
Dick Crane.

THURSDAY,FEBRUARY22
Gravesend Railway Enthusiasts’
Society.EmmanuelBaptistChurch,
Gravesend DA12 1BB. 19.30.
‘Fareham to Gosport: Ray Puddy.
Shropshire Railway Society.
Gateway Education and Arts
Centre, Shrewsbury SY1 1NB.
19.00.‘Shrewsbury’s Railways
– AVintage Story: 1950s to the
present day’: Dave Giddins.
South East Essex Railway
Society. Friends’Meeting House,
Leigh-on-Sea SS9 1NB.
19.30.TBA.

FRIDAY,FEBRUARY23
Railway Club of the New Forest.
Village Hall, Brockenhurst.
19.30.‘Shillingstone Station’:
Geoff Baker.
SWRS. The Manor, Slough
station. 19.30.‘Archive films’:
Frank Banfield.

TUESDAY,FEBRUARY27
RCTS. The New Mechanics,
Nottingham NG1 4EZ. 19.30.
‘An historic account of electric
railway traction’: Dave Saunders.
SLS/Newcomen Society.
Engine House, Charlton Mill,
Manchester M1 5BY. 18.30.
‘Going Underground:Tunnelling
on the Liverpool to Manchester
Railway.’: Anthony Dawson and
Eric Shenton.

WEDNESDAY,
FEBRUARY28
Giggleswick Railway Circle.
SettleVictoria Hall BD24 9DZ.
19.30.TBA.
RCTS. Bassil Shipham Centre,
Chichester,West Sussex PO19
7LG. Meeting on Zoom. 19.15.
‘Thatwastheyearthatwas-1962’:
Geoff Plumb.
Sutton Coldfield Railway
Society. St James’Church Centre,
Sutton Coldfield, B75 5BW. 19.30.
‘Railway History told by Posters’:
MikeWilmot.
Talking ofTrains. Library Hall,
Ewell Road, Surbiton KT6 6AG.
19.00.‘TunnelVision:The History
of the Metropolitan Railway’:
Colin Brading.

THURSDAY,FEBRUARY29
Nuneaton Railway Circle.
Chilvers Coton Conservative
Club, Nuneaton CV11 5UD. 19.45.
‘The Moseley Collection Part 1’:
Robin Mathams.
SLS. Community Arts Centre,
Roaring Meg Retail Park,
Stevenage. 19.30.‘Mallard and
the A4s’: David McIntosh.

FRIDAY,MARCH1
Kettering & District
Locomotive Society. Corn
Market Hall, Kettering NN15
7QA. 19.45.‘Slides from the late
Derek Cross Collection’:
David Cross.
RCTS. StTeresa’s Church Hall,
North Filton, BS34 7PL. 19.30.
‘My early years – B&W in the
1950s’: ArthurTurner.
SLS. Newport Community
Hub (formerlyThe Settlement
Centre), St Paul’s Road (off Union
Street), MiddlesbroughTS1 5NQ.
19.30.‘The CramlingtonTrain
Wrecker’– EdWaugh followed
by branch annual meeting.
SWRS.The Manor, Slough
station. 19.30.TBA.

SATURDAY,MARCH2
RCTS. Library Leatherhead,
Station Approach, Leatherhead.
11.00-16.00. Open day.
RCTS. Friends Meeting House,
Edinburgh EH1 2JL. 14.30.
‘Transforming theWest Highland
Line’: Callum MacLeod.

MONDAY,MARCH4
Peak Rail Association. Farm
Road Sports & Social Club,
Sheffield S2 2TP. 19.30.‘Irish
Surprises’: Colin Boocock.

TUESDAY,MARCH5
EnfieldTransport Circle. Enfield
Drill Hall Sports Club EN2 6PJ.
20.00.‘The Malcolm Alderman
Tribute presentation’:
Kenneth Crane.
Gravesend Railway Enthusiasts’
Society. Emmanuel Baptist
Church, Gravesend DA12 1BB.
19.30.‘Solent Railway – part 1’:
Tony Riley.
LCGB. St John’s Church Hall,
Bedford MK42 0DL. 19.30.
‘An 11th Colour-Rail Journey’:
Paul Chancellor.
LCGB. Red Lion Hotel, 9 Ash
Brow, Newburgh,WiganWN8
7NF. 19.30.TBA.
Southern Electric Group &
Light RailTransit Association.
Eastleigh Railway Institute,
Romsey Road, Eastleigh. 19.30.
‘Tram and urban train cine films’:
John Laker.

WEDNESDAY,MARCH6
Pennine Railway Society.
DoncasterTown Fields Sports
Club DN2 6AA. 19.30.‘An 11th
Colour-Rail Journey’:
Paul Chancellor.
RCTS. Royal Station Hotel,
Carnforth. 19.30.‘Steam
Curiosities’: Clive Holden.
Sutton Coldfield Railway
Society. St James’Church Centre,
Sutton Coldfield B75 5BW. 19.30.
Test track evening.
Talking ofTrains. Library
Hall, Ewell Road, Surbiton KT6
6AG. 19.00.‘Carmarthenshire’s
Railways Revisited’: Dick Crane.
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No. 91127NevilleHillon arrival at King’s Cross after working the 13.15 from Leeds
on December 21, 2023. The train arrived 88 minutes late due to adverse weather
conditions. MARK KELLEY/RCTS

YEARS AGO
FEBRUARY 1924

Bigrailwaycontracts
LARGE contracts have been, or
are being placed, by the various
railway companies for rolling stock,
locomotives, engineeringmaterial etc.
In the case of the LondonMidland

and Scottish Railway, these contracts
include 127,000 tons of steel rails,
150 locomotive boilers, 5000wagons
and together represent an amount
exceeding £2,000,000.
The London&North Eastern

programmewill include the
construction of over 700 vehicles,
involving an expenditure of close upon
£1,700,000.The outstanding feature is
the provision of four complete dining-
car trains for the up anddownday
trains between London (King’s Cross)
and Edinburgh (Waverley). The food
on these trainswill be cooked entirely
by electricity, in viewof the successful
resultswhich have followed the electric
kitchen installations in use on London
to Leeds trains.
An amended locomotive programme

for the L&NERwill cost £1,270,000 and
provides for the construction of 273
locomotives as follows: 104 engines to
be built in the company’sworkshops,
with a further 44 engines to be built
by contract, namely 20 4-6-2 express
passenger engines to be built by the
North British Locomotive Company;
12 4-4-0 express passenger engines

to be built by Kitson&Co in Leeds
and a dozen 4-4-0 express passenger
engines to be built by Armstrong,
Whitworth inNewcastle.
Additionally, 125 largemineral

engines of theGreat Central type have
been purchased from theGovernment.

YEARS AGO
FEBRUARY 1974

Industrialdisruption
SERIOUS disruptionwas caused in
December, principally to Southern
and Eastern Region commuter
services to and fromLondon, by an
industrial dispute over pay between
theAssociated Society of Locomotive
Engineers & Firemen (ASLEF) and British
Railways Board. ASLEF imposed a ban
on overtime and rest dayworking,
including Sundays, togetherwith a
‘work to rule’fromDecember 12.
Drivers refused to take out

trainswhichwere not fittedwith
speedometers, which effectively
‘grounded’almost the entire Southern
Region‘4-SUB’fleet andmany older
Eastern Region EMUs.Main line services
on all regionswere affected, and there
were no Sunday passenger trains at all
on BR. Extra trains, originally scheduled
for the Christmas andNewYear
holidays, were cancelled.
TheGovernment alleges that the

ASLEF action, combinedwith bans
on overtimeworking by theNational
Union ofMineworkers and the Electrical

Power Engineers Association, had
limited the flowof coal and fuel oil to
electricity generating stations that it
imposed an embargo on the use of
electricity throughout British industry
for three days in everyweek from
January 2.

Threat toBrightonStation
LISTEDbuilding consent for demolition
of Brighton station has been applied
for by British Railways, whichwishes
to redevelop the site to include a
conference centre. Proposals are said to
include a 14-storey block over the new
station.These proposals are vigorously
opposed by the Brighton Society.

YEARS AGO
FEBRUARY 2004

‘Privatisationwasamistake’
FOR the first time officially, the
Conservative Party has admitted that
themethod used to sell off Britain’s
railwayswaswrong. Almost a decade
after the first parts of British Rail were
sold off, the party’s policy chief, David
Willetts, conceded inDecember that the
JohnMajor Government’s decision to
separate the track and trains had been
ideologically driven andwas amistake.
“I would not defend thewaywe

carried out the Privatisation,”MrWilletts
told a national newspaper.“If we think
wemade amistake, thenwe should
be open andgrownup about it. Rail
Privatisationwas a classic example of

taking amodel that hadworked for one
industry andwrongly applying it to
different circumstances,”he said.
Creating a new system for the

railways is nowapriority for the
Conservative policy review committee,
which is preparing the party’smanifesto
for the next general election.
Reintegration of the trainswith the

track has not been ruled out –nor has
re-nationalisation,whichwould fly in
the face of everything the Conservatives
have traditionally stood for.

Clampdownonshort-distance
Intercity commuting
GNER andVirgin are to review the
calling patterns of trains that stop at
Peterborough orMilton Keynes.
Both companies are facing problems

with large volumes of peak-hour
commuterswhouse long-distance
trains from the capital but only go as
far as Peterborough orMilton Keynes,
often forcing long-distance commuters
to stand for the first part of their
journeys, but then leaving the trains less
than half-full for the remainder of the
journey.
BothTOCs have received negative

feedback about the situation andnow
believe the effect is deterring their core
market long-distance passengers.
The past few years haswitnessed a

tremendous growth in so-called‘super-
commuting’, and inGNER’s case this
has been extended toGranthamand
Newark, where car parks have had to be
expanded to cater for demand.

The RCTS: Then and now
SINCE their introduction in 1989,
theClass 91s havemade regular
appearances in thepages of both
TheRailwayObserverandThe
RailwayMagazine.
The‘91s’were a key component

of the long-delayed electrification
of the East CoastMain Line. In the
1950s, this project hadbeen viewed
as being equally important as the
electrificationof theWest Coast
Main Line, but for various reasons
(includingpolitical ones) theWCML
electrification tookprecedence.
The contract for building the

Class 91swas awarded toGEC in
1986, and constructionwas sub-
contracted toBritish Rail Engineering
Limited at CreweWorks.The contract
allowed for 31 locomotives for the
ECML,with anoptionof 25 further
locomotives for theWCML.The ECML
Class 91-hauled services became
knownas the InterCity 225,which
was a reference to theClass 91’s
ability to run at 225kph (140mph).
Unfortunately, this capabilitywas
never used in revenue-earning service
– althoughNo. 91012did reach
161.7mphdownStokeBankduring a

test runonSeptember 17, 1989.
The first Class 91-hauledpassenger

servicewas the 17.36King’s Cross to
PeterboroughonMarch 3, 1989. A
fewdays later, the locomotives began
working services fromKing’s Cross
toGrantham,whileMarch 11, 1989
saw themcommencing service from
King’s Cross to Leeds,where they can
still be found to this day. As the ECML
electrificationprogressed, Class 91s
reachedNewcastle-upon-Tyne for
the first timeon June10, 1991 and
Edinburghon June12, 1991.
After Britain’s railwayswere

privatised in themid-1990s, the‘91s’
were overhauled and refittedbetween
2000 and2003 in order to improve
their reliability.They continued to
exclusivelywork services on the ECML,
firstly for GreatNorth Eastern Railway
(GNER) from1996until 2007, then
National Express East Coast from2007
until 2009, East Coast from2009until
2015,VirginTrains East Coast from
2015until 2018, and then London
North Eastern Railway (LNER) from
2018 to thepresent day.
With the introductionof the

Hitachi-built‘Azumas’to frontline

ECML services in 2019, Class 91
activity has been restricted to the
King’s Cross to Leeds/York routes. A
number of the locomotives havebeen
scrapped, but somehave alsobeen
preserved, includingNo. 91131 at the
Museumof Scottish Railways at the
Bo’ness andKinneil Railway.
Despite this, the class does appear

to have anoperational future.
Nos. 91117 and91120havebeen
purchasedby Europhoenix for use on

freight operations in Europe andRail
OperationsGrouphas purchased a
pair of locomotives for testingon the
electrifiedMidlandMain Linewhile
also expressing an interest in using the
locomotives onhigh-speed logistics
workings.
Itwould appear these locomotives

will be gracing thenational rail
network for some time yet.
For informationon the society visit

www.rcts.org.uk
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■ Entries must be with us by March 17, 2024. ■ Photocopies are accepted. ■ For full terms and conditions visit :www.mortons.co.uk/terms
■ The winner will be chosen at random and contacted

TREASURE HUNT ENTRY FORM

Name: ..................................................................................................................

Address................................................................................................................

................................................................................................................................

................................................................................................................................

......................................................Postcode:.......................................................

Email: ...................................................................................................................

Telephone:..........................................................................................................
There are no cash alternatives available. Winners will be drawn at random. Terms and conditions apply. To view the privacy policy of MMG Ltd (publisher of TRM) please visit www.mortons.co.uk/privacy

1. ..................................................................................................

2. ..................................................................................................

3. ..................................................................................................

4. ..................................................................................................

5. ..................................................................................................

6. ..................................................................................................

7. ..................................................................................................

8. ..................................................................................................

9. ..................................................................................................

10. .................................................................................................

11. .................................................................................................

12. .................................................................................................

13. .................................................................................................

14. .................................................................................................

15. .................................................................................................

16. .................................................................................................

17. .................................................................................................

18. .................................................................................................

19. .................................................................................................

20. .................................................................................................

21. .................................................................................................

22. .................................................................................................

23. .................................................................................................

24. .................................................................................................

Treasure Hunt
We all love a great read on a chilly

winter's day, and we’ve got some
super rail books which must be won by our
readers. All you have to do to stand a chance
of winning is go on our digital treasure hunt!

We have a host of businesses who have
provided us with a question... visit their
websites and search for the answer, fill in the
form and return it to us and you'll be in with
a chance of scooping a great prize.

Once completed send the entry form to:
The RailwayMagazine February
Treasure Hunt Competition,
Mortons Media Group Ltd, PO BOX 99,
Horncastle, Lincs, LN9 6JZ

Views of a changing railway: Edward
Hopper Railwayman by Maurice Hopper
plusWymondham to Wells by Richard
Adderson and Graham Kenworthy.

3rd
PRIZE

2nd
PRIZE

4th
PRIZE

5th
PRIZE

For the love of Trains, a fascinating fact-
packed miscellany by Ray Hamilton.

The Race to the North, the gripping
history of a rail rivalry by David Wagg.

Images of 150 years of the Metropolitan
Railway by Clive Foxell.

1st
PRIZE

Hornby OO gauge
R 2950 Scotrail
Class 156 DMU
plus two books... Any Colour
You Like, a look at the UK's network
in the 1970s by Richard Harper plus
Paul Salveson's novel The Works.
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1 Where will the train be serviced during a 90 minute break on The Harbourmaster – Saturday, April 13? www.ukrailtours.com

2 Which model shows are Absolute Aspects listing on its Facebook page as attending in 2024?
Please note one. https://www.facebook.com/AbsoluteAspects

3 Howmuch per hour are DCC Supplies' bespoke consultations? www.dccsupplies.com

4 Onwhat day of the itinerary is there a trip on the Redwood Forest SteamTrain?www.ffestiniogtravel.com/escorted-tours/worldwide-connoisseur-tours/west-coast-usa

5 Howmany categories are books divided into on the Dereks Transport Books home page? www.secondhand-books.co.uk

6 Which location in the 1950s does the main model railway at Famous Trains represent? www.famoustrains.org.uk

7 Who loaned the pattern for the bogie assembly cannonboxes to the B17 Steam Locomotive Trust? www.b17steamloco.co.uk

8 In July 2019 howmany sleepers arrived at the site The LincolnshireWolds Railway is in the process of extending? www.lincolnshirewoldsrailway.co.uk

9 Howmuch is the Locomotive Magazine 1896 -1923 DVD available for in the shop? www.gersociety.org.uk

10 Which is the first railway beginning with T in the railway listings? raildays.org.uk

11 When did Model Rail Baseboards start to manufacture baseboards? www.modelrailbaseboards.com

12 When is Puffer Steamboat Holidays' first Glasgow Day Trip of 2024? savethepuffer.co.uk

13 When is Statfold's Spectacle of Steam event? www.statfold.com

14 Which 'Western' passes Shell Cove in Tom Connell's superb print Out of the Storm? www.tomconnellstudio.com

15 Who created PendonMuseum's Madder Valley layout? www.pendonmuseum.com/therailwaymagazine

16 In common with many homes of the time, originally built without glazing in the windows.
In which year is it thought glazed casement bedroomwindows were first fitted in the cottage? www.wyreforestcottage.com

17 Which junction of the M3 can ACModels be found close to? www.acmodelseastleigh.co.uk

18 Howmany rail magazines are under The Railway Hub umbrella? www.therailwayhub.co.uk

19 Which workshop is being held at DCC Supplies on April 18? www.dccsupplies.com

20 Howmany properties does River Steam Holidays have? www.riversteamholidays.co.uk

21 On which long distance footpath does Manor Holding stand? www.wyreforestcottage.com

22 You can contact James or who else to volunteer at Statfold? www.statfold.com

23 What service beginning with 'p' does MRB offer? www.modelrailbaseboards.com

24 What size is an authentic Signal Box Lever Cloth? www.heritage-ops.org.uk/shop
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MAKING THE GRADE:
SECR ‘O1’No. 65 battles Storm Henk on
Tuesday, January 2, as it heads up Freshfield
Bank on the Bluebell Railway with a mixed
train during a Jon Bowers photographic
charter. The 0-6-0 is due to star in the
Swanage Railway’s March 22-24 Victorian
Weekend. STUART CHAPMAN
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P74 CLASSIC TRACTION P78 RAILTOURS P80 FREIGHT P83 METRO P84 NETWORK

P86 TRACTION & ROLLING STOCK P89 STOCK UPDATE P90 OPERATIONS P97 IRISH P98WORLD
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No. 43106 ‘The Flying
Pig’ is seen at Bewdley
on January 7, its last
day in steam for the
foreseeable future.
ANTHONY CARWITHEN / SVR

SIDELINES
Cylinder ordered for ‘Q6’
A REPLACEMENT cylinder
has been ordered for ‘Q6’
0-8-0 No. 63395 by the
loco’s owning group, the
North Eastern Locomotive
Preservation Group. It is
hoped Boro Foundary will
supply the new component
by late spring, with
machining and refitting
the cylinder to the loco to
follow. It is hoped to return
the loco to traffic this year.
As reported in RM June
2023, No. 63395’s right-hand
cylinder failed at Grosmont
station on the North
Yorkshire Moors Railway on
May 16 resulting in the loco
being withdrawn from traffic.
Visit https://nelpg.org/ for
details of how you can make
a donation.

Spa Standards
TWO BR Standards will star in
SpaValley Railway’s February
9-11Winter SteamGala.

BR ‘2MT’2-6-0 No. 78019,
which is visiting from the
Great Central Railway, will join
BR ‘4MT’2-6-4T No. 80078.
Others on the roster include
SR No. 34072 257 Squadron,
Caledonian Railway 0-6-0
No. 828 and Andrew Barclay
No. 2315 Lady Ingrid.

The following weekend,
Nos. 78019 and 80078 are
due to perform in the British
Railways Standard Steam
Weekend.

Royal Scot on theMoors
NO. 46100 Royal Scot is due to
work two return trips on the
NorthYorkshire Moors Railway
daily from February 10-18.

The 4-6-0 is due to haul
the 11.00 and 14.00 trips
from Pickering to Grosmont
and return. Alongside seat-
allocated tickets, families
can take part in a range
of activities including an
interactive fairytale-themed
show for two- to seven-
year-olds, with Story Craft
Theatre on February 13 in
the classroom at Pickering
station. Royal Scot is normally
seen on the main line, but
this is a rare opportunity to
enjoy it on the Moorsline.

Peckett visit
TWO anniversaries will be
marked atWhitwell And
Reepham station on February
24-25 andMarch 2-3.

Celebrating 15 years since
the Norfolk station reopened
and the 65th anniversary of
the closure of the Midland
& Great Northern Joint
Railway, Peckett 0-4-0ST
No. 1370Maywill visit from
the Buckinghamshire Railway
Centre.Maywill join resident
RSH 0-4-0ST Agecroft No. 3 in
hauling passenger and goods
trains.

SVRbeats Januaryblues
SevernValley
delight as revenue
and passenger
numbers are ahead
of forecast for its
Winter SteamGala.
THESevernValleyRailway (SVR)
hasdeclared its inauguralWinter
SteamGala“awinner”after it
attractedhigher-than-expected
visitornumbers.
The January6/7event saw

more than2,500passengers
andgenerated twice thehoped-
for revenue.
“Yet again,wehave shownthe

SVR is second-to-nonewhen
it comes toenthusiast events,”
saidmanagingdirectorGus
Dunster.“Wehadneverdone
aneventof this sort at this time
of yearbefore, butour instincts
were that itwouldbeawinner,
andwewereabsolutely spoton.
“Iwasgenuinely

overwhelmedby the sheer
numbersof visitors and
volunteerswho thanked
mepersonally forputting
this eventon inwhat is
traditionally aquietperiod for
enthusiasts.Wedefinitelygot
the formula correct–nothing
toocomplicated–andpeople
supported it in their thousands.”

Attractions
Adraw for enthusiastswas
that theweekend included the
lasthoursofoperation forNo.
43106‘TheFlyingPig’for the
foreseeable futureowing to
theexpiryof the2-6-0’sboiler
ticket.The last trip for the Ivatt
‘4MT’wasa special trainon
theSunday,whichdeparted
Kidderminster at 1730.As this
issuewent topress, plans for
the loco’s future remained tobe
confirmed–but itwas stabled
atBridgnorth.
Alsowithdrawnafter thegala

was‘WestCountry’No. 21C127

TawValley– for an intermediate
overhaul.Thanks to theamount
of refurbishment it received
during its last heavygeneral
overhaul and thewide firebox
designof the loco, theboiler
is not expected to require
removal fromthe frames. It does
however, require anextensive
‘bottomend’overhaulof axle
boxesandmotion–andall
of the steamfittings require
attention. It is hoped theBulleid
Pacificwill return to traffic
during2025.
Another attractionwas the

recentlyoverhauledStanier
MogulNo. 2968.
The2-6-0 isnowtobe

ensconced in theBridgnorth
paint shop for thewinter, to
reappear asNo. 13268, in its
original‘as-built’guise.
Theplannedgalaguest

locomotiveUSATC‘S160’2-8-0
No. 2253Omahawas failed
in the finalweekofDecember
witha leakyboilerplug.Despite
valiant efforts, repairs could
notbecompleted in time for
thegala. Fortunately, BR‘4MT’

No. 75069 stepped in to cover
Omaha. Otherperformers
includeGWR0-6-0PTNo. 7714
andNo. 4930HagleyHall.

Gratitude
Meanwhile, asMrDunster
approaches theendofhis first
year in the roleofMD,he said:
“I verymuchwanted to thank
everyonewho’splayedapart
in keeping theSVRmagic alive
throughout2023, in themost
challengingof circumstances.”
Turing to theyear ahead,he

said the railwaywasworking
hard todeliver a rangeof events
designed toappeal toall sectors
of themarket.
“Enthusiast eventswere

our strength in2023, and
we’ll ensure theseareequally
attractive in2024.We’re also
putting together eventswhich
appeal toa familymarket, such
as character events andour
ever-popular 1940sweekends.”
Headded:“This year also sees

two important anniversaries
for the railway; inMaywe’ll
celebrate50years since the line

extended toBewdley, and in
Julywe’llmark40years since the
openingofKidderminsterTown
station.
“Asweembarkon thisbrand-

newyear,wecanbeconfident
thatweare ina stronger
position thanwewereayear
ago. I amveryproud tobepart
of theSVR team.”
Regularpassenger services

resumeduringFebruary for the
half-termholidayon10/11, 13-
15and17/18.
Thenext steamenthusiast

event at theSVR is theApril
18-21SpringSteamGala, for
which twovisiting locomotives
havealreadybeenannounced–
LambtonNo. 29 fromtheNorth
YorkshireMoorsRailwayand
LBSCR‘Terrier’0-6-0TNo. 72
Fenchurch fromtheBluebell
Railway–witha thirdguest
announcementpromised
soon.A rangeof rover tickets
areavailable– including those
coveringone, two, threeand
fourdays.
Visit svr.co.ukor call 01562

757900 fordetails.

GWR ‘King’ locomotive preservation group dissolved
THE6024PreservationSociety,
the organisationwhich once
cared for GWR‘King’4-6-0
No. 6024 KingEdward I,has
been dissolved.
Financial Conduct

Authority records showat
a generalmeeting of the
society, duly convened and
held by conference call
onDecember 4 last year, a
resolutionwas passed“that
the society bewoundup
voluntarily”. An ordinary
resolutionwas also passed

“that SamTalby and RobCoad
of Undebt.co.uk Orchard
St Business Centre, 13-14
Orchard Street, Bristol, BS1
5EH, United Kingdom (office
holder no 9404 and 11010) be
andare hereby appointed Joint
Liquidators for thepurpose of
suchwindingup”.
CompaniesHouse records

show thegroup’s subsidiary,
6024 Sales Ltd,was dissolved
onAugust 29, 2023.
The loco itself remains in the

ownership of theRoyal Scot

Locomotive&GeneralTrust
at Crewe,where it has resided
since itmoved from theWest
Somerset Railway atMinehead
onFebruary 23 last year.
A statement issued then

by the 6024Preservation
Society and theRoyal Scot
Locomotive andGeneralTrust
about the loco’s future said:
“Over thepast 11 years, the
6024Preservation Society has
carried out theoverhaul ofNo.
6024 atMineheadonbehalf
of the owner, the Royal Scot

Locomotive andGeneralTrust
(RSL&GT). As engineering and
technical requirements for
operation... have changedover
thepast 11 years, the RSL&GT...
wishes to assure itself of the
conditionof the locomotive
prior to the completionof the
overhaul.
“Therefore, the locomotive

is being transported to Crewe
for an engineering audit by
various industry stakeholders
and authorised bodies as part
of the assurance process.”
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Danish 0-6-0TNo. 656 is picturedwhile undergoing its loaded test
runs on January 19. PAUL ROE/NVR

PACIFIC PULLINGPOWER: Newly-overhauled SR‘Battle of Britain’No. 34059 Sir Archibald Sinclairproved to be
a popular drawduring the Bluebell Railway’s NewYear’s Day Steam-Upwhen it operated its first public trains since it returned to action.
Paul Churchman, chairmanof both the Bluebell Railway plc and the Bluebell Railway Preservation Society, said the gala“beat everyone’s
expectations”. No. 34059 is seen on Freshfield Bank on January 1. CHRIS LIVINGS

Nene set for Danish tank and Tornado!
DANISH 0-6-0TNo. 656has
enteredpublic service at the
NeneValley Railway (NVR)
following its overhaul.
On January 19, No. 656

passed its loaded test runs
hauling four Continental
carriagesand it isduetooperate
trains on February 10-11with
the air-braked stock.
The train includes the first-

class Belgian carriageswhich
featured in thePoirot episode
Murder on theOrient Express.
Meanwhile,‘A1’No. 60163

Tornado is booked to visit the
NVR in a celebrationof the
locomotive’s return to steam
fromMarch 28 toApril 2.
While at theNeneValley,

Tornadowill operate driver
experience courses onMarch
28/29,‘The Fenman’evening
fish and chip train onMarch
30/31 anddedicated Tornado
passenger services onApril 1-2.
The 4-6-2will also star in the

NVRWagonGroup’s East Coast
Freight Stormphotographic
charter onApril 2.

Hudswell Clarke 0-6-0T
No. 1800 Thomashas returned
to traffic. Itwas usedon station
pilot duties atWansford for
the Santa trains. Thomas also
hauledWansford toYarwell
shuttle trains onDecember
30/31 and January 6/7 –when
‘Pacer’No. 143602operated
Wansford to Peterborough
services.
Aveling&PorterWorks 2-2-

0WTBlueCircle (9449/1926)
has beendismantled for
overhaul.WithWansford
workshopexpected to run
at capacity this year, the loco,
ownedby anNVRvolunteer,
was due tomoveoffsite as this
issuewent topress.
Amilestone in the

overhaul ofNo. 73050Cityof
Peterboroughwas reachedon
January 11when theBR‘5MT’
was rewheeled atWansford.
Theboilerwas dispatched

toRiley& Son (E) Ltd for
overhaul onMay15, 2023 (RM
July 2023).Whilework on the
loco is carried out, the tender

has been loaned to theNorth
YorkshireMoors Railway
where it runs behind theBR‘9F’
2-10-0No. 92134.
The estimated cost to

complete theoverhaul is in
excess of £500,000– about half
ofwhich is in place.
In January, NVR launched

three‘clubs’to help raise funds

for the line’s flagship loco.
Well-wishers are invited to
join theCity of Peterborough
(COP) Supporters Club for £20
amonth, COPCrusaders for
£50permonth and theCOP
Champions for thosewhowish
todonate larger amounts.
Visit nvr.org.uk or call 01780

784444 for details.

ATOTALof23,000people
were carriedon thePolar
Express trains at theTelford
SteamRailway in the runup to
Christmas.
BetweenNovember24

andDecember23, the railway
wasopen for25days, running
95 trains.All serviceswere
workedby residentGWR0-6-
2TNo. 5619 top-and-tailed
witheitherBRClass08diesel

No. 08757EagleorBRClass09
dieselNo. 09107– the latter
beingon loan fromtheSevern
ValleyRailway.
The railway saidall

locomotivesperformed
faultlessly.The09has since
returned to theSVR.
Peckett 0-4-0STRocket,

whichworked its last trainson
June4 following theexpiryof
itsboiler certificate,wasused

during thePolar Express as a
water carrier. AfterChristmas,
dismantlingcommencedas
part of the loco’s overhaul.
Also receivingattention
in the shed is the‘56XX’
which isundergoingwinter
maintenance.
Meanwhile,AndrewBarclay

0-4-0F‘Fireless’No. 1944
hasbeensoldand left the
railwayonNovember23. Built

in1927, the locoworkedat
Colman’sMustardandalso
atCrodaSyntheticChemical
Works. It had remainedon
staticdisplay since its arrival
atTelford in1994.While the
newowner is unknown, it is
understoodplansareafoot
to return the locomotive to
operational condition.
Public services resumeat

the railwayonMarch31.

Big numbers and perfect running for Telford’s ‘Polar’

Pendennis
prepared for
centenary
celebrations
GWR‘Castle’No. 4079Pendennis
Castle is to celebrate its 100th
anniversary in styleby starringat
events aroundEngland this year.
The seventhof171‘Castles’

built,No. 4079was completedat
Swindon inFebruary1924.
Thecelebrations kick-off on

March2/3atDidcotRailway
Centre, the loco’shome,where
abirthdaypartyweekend is
planned.Among theattractions
is anattempt tohave100
‘Castles’present–whether that
benameplates, numberplates,
photographs, posters,
memorabiliaormodels.The
GreatWesternSociety collection
has10‘Castle’nameplates to
startwith.

Springaction
The4-6-0 is then set to takepart
in theKeighley&WorthValley
Railway’sMarch21-24Spring
SteamGala,where it is due to
star alongsideanotherWestern
Regionvisitor–GreatCentral
Railway-based‘ModifiedHall’
No. 6990WitherslackHall.
Other locoson the roster

includeKWVR residentsNo.
45596Bahamas, BR‘2MT’2-6-2T
No. 41241, LNWR‘CoalTank’
No. 1054, BR‘4MT’No. 75078,
LYR‘Ironclad’0-6-0No. 52044,
TaffVale0-6-2TNo. 85andBR
‘2MT’2-6-0No. 78022.

Attractions range fromspecial
double-headed trains tobrake
van rides inSRQueenMaryNo.
56287,Haworth shed tours and
ademonstrationgoods train.
After crossing thePennines,

Pendennis is due tooperateon
theEast LancashireRailway
where it is rostered forApril
10-14, 20/21and27/28.

No. 4079 is thenbooked to
appear at theChurnetValley
Railway’s (CVR)May4-6gala
which the line said“will bea
rather special galaweekend to
celebrate the locomotive’s 100th
birthday”.

Churnetduties
Asecondguest locoon
Cheddleton’s roster is
DartmouthSteamRailway’s
BR‘4MT’No. 75014Braveheart,
which isdue tobe inaction
alongsideall operational locos
fromthehome fleet.
Havingarrived inStaffordshire

on January17,No. 75014 isdue
to remainat theCVRuntil the
steamgala. InBRdays, the4-6-0
wasallocated toStoke shed
betweenSeptember1963and
1964–and it is believed the loco
worked theChurnetValley line.
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In the last of the
light of the day,
No. 7812 Erlestoke
Manor drifts into
Hampton Loade
station during
the Severn Valley
Railway’s Winter
Steam Gala on
January 6.
JAMES KINDRED

SIDELINES
GCRovernight trains
GREAT Central Railway is
planning to operate an
overnight gala of passenger
and goods trains for the first
time on June 1.

Steam-hauled trains are
also due to return to the
Mountsorrel branch on May
29-June 1 as part of a family
half-term event. The events
will fill the slot of the line’s
1940s weekend, which is
being rested for this year.

A number of the people
who have been an important
part of the success of
previous re-enactments will
be at events in Normandy to
mark 80 years since D-Day,
while a field adjacent to
Quorn and Woodhouse
station, which hosts displays,
is also unavailable this year.

GMappointed
EAST Lancashire Railway (ELR)
has appointed Lee Kenny
as general manager on a
permanent basis.

Mr Kenny stepped into the
role in May 2023 as acting
GM following the departure
of Tracy Parkinson. Previously
deputy GM, he has been
involved with the ELR for
more than three decades,
having joined as a volunteer
aged 12.

The former diesel traction
engineering fitter became
head of the traction and rolling
stock department 12 years ago.

“Like many other
heritage railways, we face
challenges in sustainability,
fundraising, improving safety,
embracing equality, diversity
and inclusion into our
organisation and continue
to grow our community and
business partnerships,” said
Mr Kenny.

“These will be our focus in
the short to medium term.”

Bluebell’s youngest driver
BEN Gray, 21, has become the
youngest person to be passed
out as a steam driver in the
Bluebell Railway’s 64-year
history.

Having joined the line’s
youth group aged nine,
he joined the locomotive
department as a cleaner
aged 16. In late 2020, he
became a passed fireman

– and in early 2023 was
recommended to be added
to the line’s driver training
programme.

The first part of the driver
assessment involved an
exam on shunting duties
and handling smaller locos –
which he passed in October
using SECR ‘O1’No. 65. The
second part of the exam
involved working on a larger
loco – No. 6989 Wightwick
Hall on December 30, his 21st
birthday.

RedundanciesatGreat
Central as costsare cut
Heritage line aiming to balance the books,
but stresses there is no financial crisis.
A PLAN to reduce costs at one
of Britain’s biggest heritage
railways will mean voluntary
redundanciesandthepossibility
of compulsory job losses,
although managers at the Great
Central Railway insist they are
far from being“at crisis point”.

Having seen losses of
around £500,000 for the 2023
financial year, the GCR said it
was working hard to get to a
position where it can balance
its books.

While much of the line is
run by volunteers, a number of
positions are filled by paid staff.

“As we enter a new financial
year, staff are being offered the
chance to apply for redundancy
with a view to saving £250,000,”
said GCR general manager
Malcolm Holmes.

“We are not alone in the
heritage sector, or indeed
the whole leisure industry, in
having seen our costs increase
hugely over the last four years.

“In particular, the cost of
heating and lighting – which

quadrupled during 2022 – is
a substantial unavoidable
burden.While these costs have
at least stabilised, we are forced
to pay an extraordinary price for
coal for our locomotives, which
has soared. In the meantime,
families have less disposable
income to enjoy days out.

“We continue to grow,
fundraise and diversify our
business so we are far more
of a visitor attraction than just
a train ride, but the time has
come where cost cutting can’t
be avoided.”

Approach
He added:“Our outgoings are
still exceeding our income, a
position which is clearly not
sustainable in the long term.

“Weno longerhave the
benefit of a richbenefactor
whocanbecalledupon tooffer
support, sowemustbeable to
standonourowntwo feet.”

Mr Holmes said compulsory
redundancies may be
necessary if there are not

ErlestokeManor to go out on tour
GWR‘Manor’No. 7812 Erlestoke
Manorwill again spend the
summer season away from its
SevernValley base.

Itwill goonhire to theWest
SomersetRailwayaspart of a
mutual agreementwith the
SevernValleyRailway (SVR) and
the loco’s owninggroup, the
ErlestokeManorFund (EMF).

Having returned to the SVR
roster over the 2023 festive
period, No. 7812 will be hired
to the Somerset fleet from May
to the end of October. Before its
summer stay in the SouthWest
No. 7812 will visit the Bluebell
Railway for its May 10-12
Branch Line GalaWeekend.

Progress
Meanwhile, the returnofNo.
7802BradleyManor to steam
reachedamilestonebefore
ChristmasatTyseleyLocomotive
Workswhen theboilerwas
recertifiedby theSVR’sboiler
insurance inspector.

This followed an agreed
programme of repairs and
testing preparation through
the autumn culminating with

enough expressions of interest
in voluntary redundancy.

Another action taken by GCR
plc is the sale of its 50% share in
LMS‘8F’locomotive No. 48305
to the David Clarke Railway
Trust, the official supporting
charity of the GCR. Other assets
may be disposed of in the
coming weeks.

Mr Holmes stressed:“This is
absolutely not a crisis situation
but a recognition we are not
immune to turbulent financial
times – and we have to plan
accordingly.The railway has
ambitious plans to grow in the
future.”

Meanwhile, GCRhas adopted
its 2023-28 business plan,
which sets out its ambition and
strategies in what has been
described in the document as

“ambitious but attainable goals”.
Visit www.gcrailway.co.uk to

read the document.
Mr Holmes said top priorities

for him this year include:
■Delivering high quality and

consistent customer service
and enhancing the visitor
experience – including the
creation of volunteer visitor
welcome hosts in line with

common practice at other
visitor attractions

■ Increasing revenue from
on-train dining, cafes,
professional services (testing
and filming) and family
visitors

■Maximising revenue from
special events

■ Interpretation and telling the
stories the railway has to tell
to further enhance the visitor
experience.

Improvements
Meanwhile, it is hoped this year
to repair and repaint Quorn
signal box – plus improve staff
accommodation and facilities
at Loughborough loco shed.

Aplanningapplication for the
next stagesofphysicalworks
for the reunificationproject is
expected tobe submitted this
summer– funding forwhich
is ringfenced. Furthermore, a
five-yearplan for the railway’s
carriagesbegan in January
which, aswell as ensuring that
thevehicles remain ingood
mechanical condition,will
also, as fundspermit, result in
improvements to theexternal
conditionof the fleet.

the cold hydraulic test on
November 21 being passed to
the satisfaction of the inspector,
and the boiler recertified from
that date. On December 18, the
first fire was lit in No. 7802’s
boiler since 2019 in readiness
for its steam test the following

day, when the 4-6-0’s safety
valves lifted at 225psi to the
satisfaction of all concerned.

On December 20, a team
of volunteers began cleaning
and painting the boiler with
heatproof paint while it was
still warm.

EMF said the boiler repairs
and cylinder block replacement
work is now heading towards
completion – the focus now
moving towards reassembly of
the locomotive.

It is hopedNo. 7802will rejoin
the SVR roster later this year.
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APOWERFUL COMBINATION:Bagnall ‘Austerity’0-6-0STTheDuke (2746/1944) leads Class 31No. 31601Devon
Diesel Societywhile BR‘4MT’2-6-4TNo. 80080pushes at the rear during the EcclesbourneValley Railway’sWinter Steam in theValley gala on
January 1. TheDukewasmaking its EVRdebut following the completion of its overhaul. Also on the rosterwas BR‘2MT’No. 78018, visiting from
theGreat Central Railway for the festive period. ALANWEAVER

LSWR‘T3’4-4-0No. 563 hauls its first freight train in preservation as it
passes Corfe Castle on the SwanageRailway on Saturday, January 6.
ANDREWPMWRIGHT / SR

DIARY
FEBRUARY
Feb9-11SpaValleyRailway:
Winter SteamGala
Feb10-11,13-14,17-18
Bo’ness&Kinneil Railway:
Kids ForAQuid
Feb10-11,13-15,17-18
Kent&East SussexRailway:
Kids ForAQuid
Feb10-11,13-15,17-18
SevernValleyRailway:
HalfTermServices
Feb10-18NorthYorkshire
MoorsRailway: 46100
RoyalScot services
Feb10-18SouthDevon
Railway:Half-termtrains
Feb11,13-15,18Bodmin&
WenfordRailway: Kids travel
half-pricewith teddy
Feb13-14,20-21Churnet
ValleyRailway:Half-term
midweek trains
Feb14Bodmin&Wenford
Railway:Valentine’sMurder
MysteryTrain
Feb14-15NorthYorksMoors
Railway: PickeringStation
SignalboxDemonstrations
Feb14-15,17-18,21-22,
24-25EppingOngarRailway:
Kids ForAQuid
Feb14RibbleSteamRailway:
Half-termWednesday
Feb15-18Embsay&Bolton
AbbeySteamRailway:
DinoWeek
Feb17-18SpaValleyRailway:
BRStandardWeekend
Feb23SevernValleyRailway:
Nos. 7714and7812Bewdley
Stationeveningphotoshoot
Feb25EppingOngar:
WinterCountryBuses
Feb29-Mar2EastAnglian
RailwayMuseum:
WinterBeer Festival

MARCH
Mar2Mid-NorfolkRailway:
ModelRailwayExhibition
Mar2-3Didcot:Pendennis
CastleCentenary
Mar3GreatCentral Railway:
RailwayanaSwapmeet
Mar10Bodmin&Wenford
Railway:Mothers’Day
special tickets
Mar15-16Bo’ness&Kinneil
Railway:ATasteof Faulty
Towers!
Mar15-17East Lancashire
Railway: Legendsof Steam
Mar16-17East Somerset
Railway: SteamGalaand
Driver for aTenner
Mar16-17SevernValley
Railway:GinTrains
Mar16-18GreatCentral
Railway:GCR125anniversary
weekend
Mar21-24Keighley&Worth
ValleyRailway: SteamGala
Mar26Gloucestershire
Warwickshire SteamRailway:
GWSRBehindClosedDoors
Mar27-28GreatCentral
Railway: Ruffle theRailDog
FamilyAdventures

THE entire routeof theRother
ValleyRailway (RVR) from the
Kent&East SussexRailway
boundary to StationRoad,
Robertsbridge is nowunder
the railway’s control.
BeforeChristmas, RVR

exercised itsTWAO(Transport
&WorksActOrder) powers
and tookpossessionof the
trackbedbetweenAustens
BridgeandNorthbridge
Street–part of the‘missing link’
central sectionof the line.
Muchof the routehasnow

beenmarkedoutby surveyors
andengagementwith the
landowners is ongoing.

Aspreviously reported, the
current focus is to continue
tomeet the compliance and
statutoryobligationswith
the required surveys and
reporting– including those
relating to flaura and fauna.
Oneof the surveys –ground

samplingusingboreholes –
hasnowbeencompletedand
the report iswith the railway.
MikeHart, RVRLtd

chairmanand theproject
constructiondirector, has
assembleda teamof
highlyqualified volunteer
professionals todesignand
build the railway.Many

members of themhave
alreadybeen involved in
getting theRVR to this stage
–whichhas included creating
a connection to thenetwork
main line, a platformand toilet
block andamile-and-a-half of
track ready for trains.

Teamphilosophy
“Our constructionphilosophy
is that civil engineering
contractorswill buildmuch
of the structures –buildings,
embankments, bridges etc
–but volunteerswill lay all
the track.There is still about
twoandahalfmiles to lay,”

explainedMrHart.
“Tomakeall that happen

we’vegot anumberof
professional consultants
onboard, butwealsohave
awonderful teamof civil
engineerswithmanyyears of
experience.
“Wehaveabridgeengineer,

a railway track engineer and
variousothers allworking
on theproject as volunteers
designing things, organising
things–and theywill oversee
all theworkdonebyour
contractors. It’s notme– it’s
the teamthat’s going tomake
this happen!”

Rother Valley trackbed secured under TWAOpowers

Performance of LSWR ‘T3’
transformedwith tweaks
THEhaulagecapabilityof
LSWR‘T3’4-4-0No. 563has
beenenhanced following the
implementationof several
tweaks since the loco returned
to serviceat theSwanage
Railway last autumnafter a75-
year absence.

No. 563was initially limited
to three carriages, but it hauled
five coachesduring the railway’s
January6-7WinterWarmUp
when itperformedalongside
SRBulleidPacificNo. 34028
EddystoneandClass33diesels
Nos. 33111andD6515 (33012)
Lt JennyLewisRN.
Anewbaffleplate for the

fireboxhasbeen fabricated
tobetterdirect airflow in the
fireboxunder thebrick arch–
and theblowerhasalsobeen
improvedby reducing the size

of theholes in theblower ring,
enabling this todrawthe fire
better.
Theblastpipe capwasalso

suspected tobean issue, as
during the first periodof
operation thedraughton the
firewasgenerallypoor.The
blastpipeassembly fitted is a
Drummondone.
References to the sizeof

theblastpipeannularitywere
found inhistorical archive
material, confirming that for
some reason thecap fitted
hadamassivelyover-sizeorifice,
by some twoandhalf inches,
ornearly 50% larger than it
shouldbe.
TheSwanageRailwayhasa

drawingon file andapattern for
aDrummondblastpipe cap, as
this is the sameonealso fitted

to‘M7’No. 30053.Anewblank
wasorderedup fromBridport
Foundryandboredout toa
suitable size.
InearlyNovembera test

runwas conductedwithNo.
563hauling two‘dead’Class

33s,which in termsof rolling
resistanceandweight is
equivalent toabout sixBRMk1
carriages.No. 563’sperformance
has improvedquitedramatically,
with the firegoingwhitehot for
the first time.
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Conflat ANo. B707261has recently joined the
operational goods train rake following restoration
and is nowequippedwith a container. It is seen at
Wansford on January 13. GARETH EVANS

Box vanNo. B768248has received attention by
theNVR’s engineering department to itsW irons,
which essentially the axles slot into. Following the
restoration of its vacuumbraking capability, the
van is due to return to traffic. GARETH EVANS

Fittedfreightplanmovesforward

VOLUNTEERS andsupporters at
theNeneValleyRailwayWagon
Grouphavebrought their aimof
recreatinganexpressBR‘fitted’
goods trainamajor stepcloser.
With recentweatherbeing

unsuitable forprogressing
woodworkandpainting, itwas
decided the reinstatementof
theautomaticbraking system
wouldbean idealprojectover
thewinter.
Vehicleswhichhavehad

thevacuumbraking restored
and refittedwill become the
nucleusof theFoxwell Freighter,
theNeneValley’s fully fitted
expressgoods trainnamed in
memoryofPaul Foxwell, oneof
thegroup’s founderswhodied
in2016.
Vacuumbrakingwill assist

inmaking theoperationof the
goods trains safer andsmoother.
Itwill alsobemoreauthentic at
theNVRas fittedgoods trains
couldoperateathigher speeds
inBRdaysandasa resultwere
alsohauledbyglamorous

passenger locos suchasBulleid,
GresleyandStanier Pacifics–as
well as‘Castles’.
In turn, itwill aidoperationof

thewagonsat theNVRbyboth
resident andvisiting large locos
–not forgetting smaller locos
whichhavealsoprovedpopular
during thegroup’s freightdriver
experience courses andphoto
charters,which raise valuable
funds for thegroupand railway.
Thebrakeworkhas involved

restoringcomponentswhich
have remaineduntouched for
manyyears, sourcingmissing
parts andmakingnewfittings. It
has takenaconsiderableeffort,
withbrake riggingandhandles
having tobe removed togain
sufficient access to thecylinders.
Amilestonewas reached

onDecember30when the
first twovans,Nos. B771300
andB785122,were tested
individuallyusingRolls-Royce
0-6-0DHNo.DL83.As these
were the first vehicles thegroup
vacuumfitted therewerea

NeneValley Railway’sWagonGroup
progresses its express goods train plan.
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fewnerves to see if theywould
actuallywork. Bothvanspassed
with flyingcolours andheld full
vacuumfor at least 45minutes
before theyhad tobemoved.
Inside theworkshop

atWansford, the railway’s
engineeringdepartmenthad
built upweldon thehorn
guidesof vanNo.B768248.With
thework complete,Wagon
Groupvolunteers refitted the
tiebarsbetween thehorns
on January13.Anoverhauled

brakecylinderwasalso
prepared ready for fitting, along
withassociatedpipeworkand
accessories ready for fittingat a
futureworking session.
It is hoped tohaveup toeight

wagons fittedby the spring in
time for the running season.
The first freightdriver

experience course isdue to run
onFebruary23usingex-London
TransportNo.DL83.Courses are
alsoplannedusingThomasand
No. 3408192Squadron.

Ahighlight for theyear ahead
will be thevisit of‘A1’PacificNo.
60163Tornado to theNene
Valley–andaphotocharter
organisedby theWagonGroup
isdue tobeheldonApril 2.
The full dayevent is expected

to feature runpasts at key
locationson the line. It is also
planned to stagecameosat
Wansford involving loading/
unloadingand theopportunity
for shotson shed in theyard.
Visit nvr.org.uk fordetails.

https://nvr.org.uk
https://www.FarRail.com
mailto:mail@FarRail.com


PECKETT RELOCATES
TORIBBLE:Peckett 0-4-0STworks
number 2103, built in 1948, has been sold by
its private owner to another private owner and
wasmoved fromMiddleton Railway to its new
homeat Ribble SteamRailway on January 11. It
is one of three identical locos built for Croydon
Power Station, all ofwhich have beenpreserved.
An interesting fact is that the locomotiveswere
built in 1948 and thendespatched, but the
power stationwas not ready and thus they had
to be returned to themanufacturer.When they
were finally sent to the completed power station
two years later, theworks plateswere amended
to state theywere built in 1950. IAN SMITH
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SNOWANDSTEAM: Early December snowfalls covered theTanfield Railway,
offeringmanyphotographic opportunities. ‘Austerity’0-6-0STNo. 49, Robert Stephenson&Hawthorn
works number 7098, built in 1943 is seen among the trees hauling a‘Santa Express’service on
December 3. DAVE HEWITT

Newfuture in store for
England’soldestPeckett
Sittingbourne donates standard gauge
steam locomotive to Quainton.
ASTEAMlocowhichhas spent
more thanhalf a centuryon
staticdisplay inKent is set
tobe returned toaction in
Buckinghamshire.
Following thedecisionby the

Sittingbourne&KemsleyLight
Railway (SKLR) to findanew
home forPeckettW40-4-0ST
Bear (614/1896),onDecember12
the locowas formallyhanded
over to theQuaintonRailway
Society,which runs the
BuckinghamshireRailway
Centre.The locomotive is
expected to relocatebefore
Easter.
Bear is theoldest surviving

Peckett locomotive in England
andhasbeenon static display
at SKLR’s KemsleyDownstation
since1971.QuaintonRoad is
alreadyhome tonumerous
industrial locomotives, including
fourotherPeckett locos.Oneof

these,0-4-0STNo.1370which
usedtoworkattheYatesDuxbury
&Sonspapermill atHeapBridge
nearBury, is currently used to
provideridesattherailwaycentre
haulingacoupleofMk1coaches,
a role forwhichBearwould
also bewell suited.
It is anticipated thatBear

will receivean initial cosmetic
restoration, followedbyan
overhaul tooperatingcondition
induecourse.
During theprocessof

relocatingBear, it is intended
tomoveSKLR’s standard
gauge loco,AndrewBarclay
0-4-0 fireless locomotive
No. 1,worksNo. 1876,built in
1925, to theprimepositionat
KemsleyDownstationcurrently
occupiedbyBear.
Thiswill enable the space

currentlyoccupiedbyNo. 1 to
beprepared todisplayUnique,

Bearhas been ondisplay at KemsleyDown since 1971. Behind is Barclay 0-4-0FNo. 1. SKLR

a2ft 6ingauge2-4-0 firelessW
GBagnallworksnumber2216
built in1924,with theaimto
cosmetically improvebothto

createaside-by-sidecomparison
ofstandardandnarrowgauge
fireless locomotives.Unique
wasbuilt foroperation in the

(thennew)Kemsleypapermill
opened in1924, thus reaching
100yearsold, having spent its
entire lifeon theKemsley site.

BEAMISHMuseum is tackling
abacklogofmaintenance
following theCovidpandemic.
While efforts arebeing

concentratedonbusand tram
overhauls, as theyareessential
tomovingvisitors around the
still expanding site, the railways
arenotbeingneglectedbyany
means.
Atpresent, theworking

industrial fleet is reduced to
one locomotive, 0-4-0VBT
CoffeePotNo.1, built in1871
byHeadWrightson,whichwill
be supplementedbyhired-in
visitors as required. SisterHead
Wrightson0-4-0VBT,works
number33,built in1873 is
beingconsidered for restoration
in the future.Theworkingsteam
locoswill be concentratedon
thecolliery areaas theNER
stationarea isbeing revamped
and likely to reopen in2025, all
beingwell.
ThePockleyWaggonway

will beoperatedby the replica
PuffingBilly, built byAlanKeefe
in2006asworksnumber71,
withothersondisplay. In the
workshops is replicaSteam
Elephant, built in2001,which

is about to commenceamajor
overhaul.The locomotivewas
retubed in2019,butdue to the
pandemicallworkwas stopped.
It is intended to startworkon
thechassisduring thecoming
summerand return theengine
to service.
Lewin0-4-0STNo. 18,works

number683,built in1877, is
stored in the running shed
alongsideothernon-working
locos, but inaround threeyears
themuseumwill try and fit in a
boiler andmechanical overhaul.
A locomotivenot seen for

manyyears is SharpStewart
0-4-4TDunrobin,works
number4085,built in1895and
currentlyundergoingmajor
overhaulon theSevernValley
RailwayatBridgnorth. It is
slightlyunusual in that itwas
never amain line locomotive
butwasbuilt for theDukeof
Sutherland’sprivate railway.
TheoverhaulofDunrobin

couldbecompleted later this
year. Followinga testingand
commissioning, the loco is
expected tomove toBeamish
foruseon the revivedNER
branch line.

Beamish catching
up after Covid-19



SirHumphryDavy is seen at Astbury on December 15. ADAM JEFFERY

Built in 2017 by P Horner from a Phoenix Locos kit,Tug is powered by
two 1hp electric motors. BR‘2MT’No. 46447 is seen in the background
on August 31, 2020. JOSH BRINSFORD

Astbury railwayshuts

Cranmore gears
up for growth
THE 7¼inminiature railway
based at Cranmore station
on the East Somerset Railway
is planning some significant
developments in the coming
months.
Currentlyhalf-a-mile long,

plansareafoot todouble the
railway’s length.This is set to
incorporateabrand-newstation,
acutting,a tunnel, anewengine
shed, twomorerunround loops
andanextra turntableat the

Westendof the line,whichwill
join thenewlybuilt turntableat
Cranmorestation.
Originallyopened in

2009, the lineoperates
onWednesdays (weather
permitting) and is seeking
volunteers toenable trains to
runat theweekends.
To join the team,email the

East SomersetRailwayofficeon
info@eastsomersetrailway.com
or call 01749880417.

End of the line for popular Cheshire family attraction.
THE last passenger train ran
on the10¼ingaugeAstbury
Light Railway atGlebeFarm
nearCongleton, Cheshire on
January 21.
The railwayhadproved to

beapopular attractionat the
venue,which ishome toa small
farmand farmshopwith cafe.
Indeed, the line’s Santa trains in
December2023 soldout.
A‘last hurrah’operatedon

January20/21–and the final

public trainwas scheduled to
depart at 15.30on theSunday.
Amixed traction roster

was inoperationon the final
weekend. Steamwasprovided
by2-6-0NorfolkPioneerand
2-4-2TPendragon. Diesel power
came fromBo-BoSirHumphry
Davy,which joined the fleet last
autumn.Built in1960by famed
miniature locobuilderTrevor
Guest, for SirThomasSalt’s
ShillingstoneRailway, thediesel

wasoriginallynamedCyclops.
Aspreviously reported (RM,

Miniature,November2022), the
linehas faced issueswith the
planningcommitteeofCheshire
EastCouncil. In September2022,
theauthoritydescribed the
developmentof the railwayas
‘not acceptable forgreenbelt
land’.
A statement fromtheALR

read:“Wehave lovedour timeat
GlebeFarm, andcannot thank
FarmerRoband the restof the
GlebeFarm family enough, for
allowingus todoourdream
and for alwaysmakingus feel
welcome!Thisdecisionhasnot
comeeasily and it is because
ofmany factors– including
planningcosts, runningcosts
and time.
“It reallywas great to see so

many people come for one
final ride.Wehad somepeople
travel fromas far north as
Scotland and as far south as
Cornwall.”
The futureof theassets,

including rolling stockand track
remained tobeconfirmedas
this issue closed forpress.

66 FEBRUary 2024 • The Railway Magazine

Miniature Compiled by Josh Brinsford

https://WATERCRESSLINE.CO.UK
https://www.bucksrailcentre.org
mailto:info@eastsomersetrailway.com


FireQueen tobedisplayedatVoR
Britain’s oldest surviving narrow gauge loco leaves Penrhyn Castle aftermore than half-a-century.
ANhistorically significant steam
locomotivehas relocated from
aWelshcastle toa formerBR
steamshed.
1848-built 4ft gaugeHorlock

0-4-0FireQueenhasbeen
moved fromPenrhynCastle,
where it hasbeendisplayed
since1969, toValeofRheidol
Railway’s (VoR)newdisplay
buildingatAberystwyth.
Twoyears ago (RM,March

2022) it emerged that anew
home forFireQueen, probably

theoldest survivingnarrow
gauge locomotive inBritain,
wasbeing sought.This followed
adecisionbyTheNationalTrust
Cymru, towhichFireQueenhad
beenon loan, that since the
locomotivewasnotdirectly
connected toPenrhynCastle
or thePenrhyn story itwasnot
appropriate to retain it.
OwnershipofFireQueen

was transferred toHMTreasury
under a schemewhichenables
the transferof importantworks

of art andheritage intopublic
ownership in lieuofpaying
InheritanceTax.The locomotive
originally ranon thePadarn
Railway linking theDinorwic
slatequarry complexopposite
LlanberiswithYFelinheli (Port
Dinorwic) and its long-term
homewill be in its original shed
atGilfachDdu.Thisbuildingwill
be restoredbyCyngorGwynedd,
usingUKgovernmentLevelling
Up funding.
Pending sucha relocation the

locomotivewouldhavebeen
put into storage.However, the
VoRhasprovideda location
where it canbeplacedonpublic
view.The‘DirectorsCoach’has
alsobeenmoved fromPenrhyn
Castle toAberystwythwhere
itwill bedisplayed this season
before relocation to theBala
LakeRailway.
Althoughsome locos

(including1908-builtArn Jung
0-6-2WTTGrafSchwerin-Lowitz
whichVoRpurchased from

theBreconMountainRailway
acoupleof years ago)were
brieflymoved into thenew
displaybuilding inNovember to
provideapreviewofwhatwas
coming, thesewereallmoved
outagainwhileworkon the
buildingwas completed.
The target is tohave the

buildingandexhibits open to
thepublicwhenVoR restarts
operatingonMarch23witha
full official openingceremony
planned forMay.

THEFfestiniogRailway (FR)
has announced that England
0-4-0STTPrince,which last ran
inSeptember2022,will enter
BostonLodgeworks foroverhaul
during2024.The intention is
for it to return to service in2025,

the yearwhichmarks the70th
anniversaryoftherevivalofsteam
trainsover theFR, ofwhich
Princewas the crucial element.
Havingbeenabandoned

mid-overhaulbythe‘old’FR
company in1946,Princewasthe

first steamlocotoberestored
bythenewFRownershipwhich
tookovercontrolof theFR in
1954.The first steamhauled
trainunder thepreservation-era
regimewashauledbyPrinceon
August2,1955.

FFESTINIOGRailway’s (FR)
new‘Small Locomotive
Shed’, anelement in the
major regenerationof FR’s
BostonLodgeWorks site,
hasentered the final stages
before commissioning.With
the structure completedby
contractors last Septemberand
the sitehandedback to theFR
for fittingout, the three roads

of trackhavebeen laidon the
concrete slab foundations.
Employing113lb former

standardgauge rails, these
produce roadsof 14.2, 18.2
and20.3metres, a total of
52.7metres (172ft) of covered
storage.Thenameof the
building reflects itspurpose
ofhousing small locomotives
rather than itsphysical size!

Prince to return in 2025
following overhaul

As reported lastmonth, FR’s Hunslet 2-4-0STT Lindawhich hadbeenwithdrawn from full service in
2019 and last steamed inMarch 2021 returned to action inDecember following an overhaul, funded
by Ffestiniog Railway Societymembers, which cost over £80,000. Linda is pictured (left) working a
Porthmadog-Minffordd shuttle train top-and-tail with sister locoBlanche (right) back toHarbour station
onDecember 1. CHRIS PARRY/FF&WHR

Big new shed for small FR
locos at Boston Lodge

The inside of the new‘Small Locomotive Shed’at Boston Lodge
pictured on January 10 following fitting of lighting and electrical
installations byVolunteer Electrical Group teams and the laying of
three roads of track.The next tasks are to lay the finished floor inside
the building and installation of the external track and associated
turnouts. CHRIS PARRY/FF&WHR

Golden Valley launches
carriage shed appeal
WITHplanningpermission
secured (in the formofaLawful
DevelopmentCertificate issued
byAmberValleyBorough
Council), theGoldenValleyLight
Railway (GVLR)has launchedan
appeal to fund itsplannednew
carriage shed.
The three-roadbuildingwill

be36metres longandeight
metreswide.Thiswill houseall
GVLR’s carriages (which include
restoredAshover LightRailway
coachNo. 4, ex-Ffestiniog
RailwaycoachesNos. 118and

119and its adaptedManrider
vehicles) and several small
diesel locos.
Construction iscostedat

£120,000andwithover60%of
therequired fundingalready in
place theappealaimstoclose
thisgapandenableconstruction
tobeundertakenthisyear.
DonationsandGiftAid

declarations shouldbe sent to:
TheGVLRCarriageShedAppeal,
GVLRTreasurer, 22GuidePost,
NetherHeage,Derbyshire,
DE562AQ.

Ex-DarjeelingHimalayan loco could
return to steam this summer
DARJEELINGTankLocomotive
Trust (DTLT)has concluded
formal arrangementswith the
StatfoldNarrowGaugeMuseum
Trust concerning the futureof
1889-builtDarjeelingHimalayan
RailwaySharpStewartB-Class
0-4-0ST (3518/1888)No. 19B,

purchasedby the trust last year
following thedeathofAdrian
Shooter.
Thesignedagreementwill see

Statfold commenceoverhauling
the loco imminently andcovers
operationofNo. 19Bat Statfold
for thenext10years arounda

coreofex-BeechesLightRailway
volunteers.Theagreementalso
accommodates theDDLTT’s
plans to tour toother railways. If
all goeswell and theoverhaul
doesnot reveal anyunwelcome
surprises the lococould return
to steamthis summer.
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DIARY

FEBRUARY
12 Lappa Valley New Loco
Naming Day
12-16 Statfold Loco
Learning Week
18 Statfold STATBUS At Night

MARCH
2 Bala Lake St David’s Day
10 Leighton Buzzard
Mother’s Day
10 Romney, Hythe &
Dymchurch Mother’s Day
16-17 Statfold
Spectacle of Steam
29-APR 1 Bala Lake
Easter Egg Hunt
29-APR 1 Statfold Easter
Eggspress
30 Apedale East Egg Hunt
30-APR 1 Llanberis Lake
Easter Egg Hunt
31West Lancs Easter Egg Hunt
31-APR 1 Groudle Glen
Easter Bunny Trains

APRIL
6 Apedale New Member’s Day
10-14 Isle of Man Steam
Railway Dino Express
13-14 Statfold Model
Railway Show
14 Amberley Spring industrial
trains
19-20 Ffestiniog and
Welsh Highland Railways
‘Snowdonian’

THEWelshpool&Llanfair Light
Railway’s (W&LLR)Andrew
Barclay0-4-0T2207/1946
Dougal is togo to the
Sittingbourne&KemsleyLight
Railway (SKLR)under a four-year
loanagreement.
Dougal last ranon themid

Welsh line in2013afterbeing
withdrawn inneedof significant
boilerwork. It has subsequently
beena static exhibit at
WelshpoolRavenSquare, other
thana six-monthvisit toTaiwan
in thewinterof 2018-2019
duringwhich itwas steamedat
reducedpressure.

The loanagreement,
describedas‘initial’, envisages
SKLRundertaking the required
boilerworkandother repairs at
its KemsleyDownworkshops
during the first twoyears,
followedby twoyearsof
operationat theKent linewith
occasional visits back toW&LLR
toparticipate in special events.

Dougalwasoriginallybuilt for
theextensiveProvanGasworks
system inGlasgow, itsdesign
enabling it toworkunder
the restrictedconfinesof the
retorthouses. It arrivedon the
W&LLR in1969and following
restoration first steamed in
1975.Thenamederives from
acharacter in thechildren’sTV
seriesMagicRoundabout.

W&LLRandSKLR share the
same2ft 6ingaugeandhave
naturally cooperatedover the
yearswithSKLR locomotives
periodically visitingW&LLRgala
events.

Meanwhile, theW&LLR’s
BeyerPeacock0-6-0TNo. 823
Countessentered theworks
at Llanfair over theweekend
December9-10 toundergo
aconditionassessment.This
included removal of the cab,
tanksandboiler fromthechassis
toallowdetailed inspectionasa
first step towardsdetermining

SINGLE LINES
■ THE Talyllyn Railway plans
to launch perhaps its largest
ever appeal on March 22.
‘The 75 Appeal’will aim to
raise at least £500,000 over
a five-year period towards
its ‘Preserving our Past,
Building Our Future’project
which aims to redevelop the
railway’s Tywyn Wharf station
and Tywyn Pendre sites.
■ THE boiler from
Hollycombe’s Andrew
Barclay 0-4-0WT 1995/1931
Caledonia returned to the
museum immediately prior
to Christmas following
reconstruction at the Severn
Valley Railway’s boiler works.
■ THE new boiler
constructed for James Evans’
ex-Dinorwic Hunslet 0-4-0ST
Velinheli passed a hydraulic
test on January 4 at Ffestiniog
Railway’s Boston Lodge works.
■ TALYLLYN Railway’s
Kerr, Stuart ‘Tattoo’ class
0-4-2ST 4047/1921 No. 4
Edward Thomas, currently
undergoing 10-year overhaul
at the Vale of Rheidol
Railway’s Aberystwyth works,
will return to service in a Kerr,
Stuart lined grey livery.
■ THE Sittingbourne &
Kemsley Light Railway is
planning a 100th birthday
party for its Kerr, Stuart
Brazil class 0-4-2ST Melior
(4219/1924) for May 12,
shortly before its boiler ticket
expires.

Morestockdevelopments
atWelshpool
W&LLR evaluates Countess, receives
upgraded carriage and sends
Dougal to Sittingbourne on loan.

Althoughout of ticketwhen this picturewas takenduringW&LLR’s
September 2015 steamgala, AndrewBarclay 0-4-0T 2207/1946
Dougal continued to forman attraction, in this instance pictured at
Castle Caereinion station aboard a trailer hauled by a steam traction
engine. CLIFF THOMAS

the likely extentofwork, cost
and time required to return the
loco tooperation.

Adetailedplan foroverhaul
will bepresented to theW&LLR
board for consideration.
Countesshasbeen in storage
sincewithdrawalduring the
winterof 2020/21.

On thecarriage front, ex-
Sierra LeoneRailway third class
coachNo. 1066, sent toStatfold
Engineering for refurbishment
andconversion intoa second-
class vehicle in2022, returned to
W&LLRonDecember15.

Originally anopencoach
withwoodenbenchesoneither
side, the carriagenowhasa
diningareawith custom-made
seatingand removableoak
tables.Anewelectrical system
hasbeen installed in theoriginal
toilet compartment, later the
‘brake room’,whichhasbeen
rebuilt tobecomeaservery
with refrigerators anda storage
cabinet.Thecarriagehasalso
been repaintedand lettered
toaccurately represent its
appearancewhenoperated in
Sierra Leone.

Winter repaints for two Ff/WHRdiesel locomotives
FFESTINIOG&WelshHighlandRailway
(Ff&WHR)Hunslet 4wDH9248/1985Bill,
normally allocatedasDinas (WHR)works
shunter,was repainted inDecember
andwillbeemployedonwinterworksat

Blaenau Ffestiniog station.The livery
is essentially as previously; dark green
bodywork, black frames and black/
yellow wasp stripe buffer beams.

Ex-Beeches LightRailwayHunslet 4w

Diesel9349/1994,purchasedbyFf&WHRin
JunelastyearandnownamedMoel-yr-Hydd,
wasalso in thepaint shop inDecember.The
bodywork remainsblue,but thebright red
frameshavebeenrefinished inblack.

COSMETICALLY COMPLETE:
FormerWoolwichArsenal Avonside 0-4-0TWoolwich (1748/1916)
pictured ondisplay in themuseumat Statfold late last year following
completion of its cosmetic restoration by StatfoldNarrowGauge
MuseumTrust (SNGMT). Ownership ofWoolwichwas transferred
fromWalthamAbbey Royal GunpowderMills to SNGMT in 2020with
the components beingmoved to Statfold in August that year from
Crossness Pumping stationwhere the loco hadbeendismantled for a
restoration projectwhich stalled (RM, Feb andOct 2020). SNGMT

Recent arrivals at Steeple Grange
ALOCOMOTIVEand four
wagons fromtheLeeds
IndustrialMuseumatArmley
Millswere relocated to the18in
gaugeSteepleGrangeLight
Railway (SGLR) in the latterpart
of 2023.

The locomotive isGreenbat
battery-electric 1326/1933
knownasLadywashMineLoco
No. 4.

Built forNewConsolidated
GoldFields Ltd, itworked
undergroundat theMillclose
leadminenearDarleyBridge,
about fivemiles fromSteeple
Grange,beforegoing toworkat
LadywashMine, northof Eyam.
This leadmineclosed in1979
and the loco,withLadywash
No. 5,went toArmleyMills at
theendof February1985.

LadywashNo. 4hasbeen in
outside storageatArmleyMills,
whichhas includedaperiod

underwaterwhen theRiver
Aireburst itsbanks in late2015.
Itwill consequently require
extensivework.

Initial developmentof the
SGLR in the1980semployed
trackand rolling stock from
LadywashMine, including
LadywashNo. 6 (built in1953
and larger thanNo. 4)which
has receivedattentionover the
yearsbut remainsunfinished.
LadywashNo. 5 remainsat
ArmleyMills.

Thewagons comprisedan
opencollierymanrider, a flat
wagonchassis and two tipper
wagonchassis.Themanrider
will be converted from2ft 2in
gauge toSGLR’s 18ingauge.The
flatwagon is 2ft 6ingaugeand
the tipper chassis’turnedout
tobe1ft 9inand2ftgauge. It is
unclearwhether thesewagons
will be regaugedormovedon.

68 FEBRUary 2024 • The Railway Magazine

narrow gauge Compiled by Cliff Thomas
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Hayling line is
rocked by late
December theft
HAYLINGLightRailway’s
Eastcote station suffereda
break-induring thenight
ofDecember29-30whena
numberof itemswere stolen.

The railway isnot revealing
exactlywhatwas takenbut
some itemswere largeand
heavy, requiringavanor truck
to transport them.

The fear is that the stolen
itemsmaybe sold for their scrap
value. Policehave issuedacrime
referenceandany information
concerning items identifiable as
relating toa2ftgauge railway
offered fordisposalwouldbe
welcomed.

FOLLOWING itsdonationof
the four‘Lynton’carriages to
theBala LakeRailway reported
lastmonth, theStatfoldBarn
Railwayhasdonated two further
surplus carriages to the2ft
gaugeQuarryBottomRailway
atMountsorrel andRothley
CommunityHeritageCentre.

Thedonatedvehicles
comprise the small fully-open
andsemi-openbogie carriages
whichwereemployedon the
GardenRailway,whichcircles
the lake in thegardenofStatfold
founderGrahamLee’shouse.

This linewas closed inearly
2023 for security reasonsafter a
break-inat theStatfold site and
theft of a caravanbelonging to
oneof Statfold’s volunteers
(RM,May2023).

Mountsorrel’s short lineat the
quarryopened topassengers
in July2023using threenewly
constructed four-wheel vehicles
styled in the formofPenrhyn
QuarryRailwayworkmen’s

■ TALYLLYN Railway’s Barclay
0-4-0WT No. 6 Douglas
is now withdrawn from
service on expiry of its boiler
certificate. Douglas will be
out of traffic for at least two
years, the first year of which
will be spent in dry storage
in order to help resolve a
conflict of 10-year boiler
examinations which currently
exists across the railway’s
steam loco fleet.
■ THE chassis of Llanberis
Lake Railway’s Hunslet 0-4-
0ST Elidir arrived at Vale of
Rheidol Railway’s works on
January 12 for a complete
overhaul.
■ THE Talyllyn Railway
has appointed Graeme
Wigglesworth as its new
engineering manager. He
replaces Chris Smith who,
after five years in the post,
left last September to take up
a job at the standard gauge
Churnet Valley Railway.

ATASTEOFTHINGSTOCOME:
Southwold RailwayTrust’s replica 3ft gauge Southwold Railway Sharp,
Stewart 2-4-0TNo. 3Blythwas delivered to the trust’s Steamworks site
in April 2022 but has rarely been seen outside the loco shed. Among
the reasonsBlythhas not beendemonstrated in steam is the need to
upgrade the lightweight railswhich hadbeen laid prior to the loco
arriving.Trust volunteers offered to pull the loco out of the shed to be
photographedwith a replica SouthwoldwagononDecember 2.There
are hopes itwill be possible to demonstrateBlyth to the public in
steamduring 2024. Under thewagon is the inspection pit (with covers
in position) constructed last year to facilitatemaintenance ofBlyth
(RM, October). JAMESWAITE

PERRYGROVERailway’snew
0-6-0STMrHallworthwas
delivered to the15ingauge
lineonDecember12 following
completionatNorthBay
RailwayEngineeringServices in
Darlington.

It passed its official boiler
examonDecember20andwill
enter service for thenewseason.

Thenew locohadpreviously
beenunveiledat Perrygrove
in lateApril 2023 (RM, June
2023)but at that stagewas
incomplete and returned
toDarlington tobe finished
following its ceremonial
naminganddisplayduring
Perrygrove’sApril 29-May1
steamgala.

THE standard gauge open
wagon acquired by the
Talyllyn Railway (TR) last year
(RM, February 2022) was
delivered toWharf station
on December 5 having
been restored by Stanegate
Restorations and Replicas in
Haltwhistle.

The wagon, sourced from
the Bristol Harbour Railway,
was an ex-LMS 5-plank wagon
numbered 66045, although
this might have been a Port of
Bristol number.

Therestorationhascompleted
the vehicle as a Cambrian
Railways wagon. The intention

is for it to be displayed on
a short length of standard
gauge track below the wharf
edge at TywynWharf station
to form a display of how slate
used to be transferred from
the 2ft 3in gaugeTR wagons
into standard gauge wagons
for onward transportation.

The same transport from
Haltwhistle, Northumberland,
also returnedTR’s ex-Corris
Railway van No. 6 toTywyn.

Although restoration of the
van was commenced inTywyn,
it was subsequently sent to
Stanegate Restorations and
Replicas to be completed.

TRmourns
Dave Scotson
DAVEScotson, long
associatedwith theTalyllyn
Railway, diedonDecember
31at theageof70.Having
beenanEast Lancashire
Railwayvolunteer,Dave
initially volunteeredat the
Talyllynaround1981and
joined the staff at Pendre
works in1985.

In1994hebecame
engineeringmanager,
subsequently fillingvarious
roles includingchief
executive (2010-2014),
operatingmanager and
operating& facilities
manager,while also
volunteering in the
locomotivedepartment,
becomingadriver in1989.

Carriages boost forMountsorrel quarry line

carriages.The twoadditional
carriageswill add resilience
to the line’spassenger fleet
andcoveredaccommodation

for the first time.They require
somework toprepare themfor
useatwhathasproved tobea
popular addition to theHeritage

Centre, including fittingbrakes
andadapting thecouplings to
make themcompatiblewith the
existing stock.

The two carriages donated to theMountsorrel Quarry BottomRailway pictured onMarch 20, 2022 being
pulled around the‘GardenRailway’at Statfold by Kerr Stuart‘Wren’3128/1918Roger. This linewas
effectively closed in early 2023. CLIFF THOMAS

Cylinders and springs
ordered for newGowrie
THEpatterns for the cylinders
ofnew-buildHunslet 0-6-4T
Single-FairlieGowrie, being
constructedbyTheGowrie
LocomotiveTrust, havebeen
completedanddelivered to
the foundry inorder for the
cylinders tobecast.

Components recently
delivered to‘WorkshopX’where

Gowrie is beingbuilt include
the leaf springs for thepower
bogie.

With thetrailingbogie
springscompletedandan
ordernowplacedfor thevolute
springsneededfor thecouplings
theconstruction, teamwill
haveall requiredsprings for the
locomotive inhand.

MrHallworth steams
into action at Perrygrove

Standard gaugewagon and narrowgauge van
form early Christmas delivery to Talyllyn Railway
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1
THE LOWDOWN: BR
Standard Class ‘9F’ No.
92214 disguised as scrapped
classmate No. 92000 during a
TimeLine Events charter on
the Great Central Railway on
January 4. MIKE SPENCER

2
TUNNEL EMERGENCE: GWR
2-8-0 No. 2807 worked post-
Christmas services at the
Gloucestershire Warwickshire
Steam Railway. The ‘28XX’ is seen
emerging from Greet Tunnel on
December 29. JOHN TITLOW

3
‘5XP’ ACTION: Carrying ‘The
Rossendale Valley Limited’
headboard, LMS ‘Jubilee’
4-6-0 No. 45690 Leander
passes Springside Farm on
New Year’s Day with the 13.00
Bury to Rawtenstall service
on the East Lancashire
Railway. KALLUM BUCKLEY

4
PRAIRIE ON THE PROWL:
Waterman Railway Heritage
Trust-owned GWR Small Prairie
No. 5553 visited the South Devon
Railway to take part in the
December 29-31 Winter Steam
Gala alongside No. 7820
Dinmore Manor and 0-6-0PT
No. 6412. On January 7, the 2-6-
2T starred in a TimeLine Events
photo charter – No. 5553 is seen
passing along Caddaford straight
early that morning. DON BISHOP
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The lower deck of Chester No. 4 is seen taking shape at Hooton Park in
December last year. ROB JONES

Prior to beingmoved to Sandtoft inDecember,
Blackpool‘Balloon’tramNo. 708 hadbeen in
storage since 2008 in the Rigby Road tram shed in
Blackpool, where itwas pictured on September 6,
2022. GRAEME PICKERING

SIDELINES
Grid issueswithNo. 634
FYLDE Transport Trust (FTT)
has explained that recent
testing has shown there are
some“significant issues”with
one of Blackpool No. 634’s
resistance grids.

A temporary repair was
effected at East Anglia
Transport Museum (EATM),
where the tram is on a five-
year loan, after it failed during
December testing. This will
allow it to run at the museum,
but both grids will need to be
removed and fully refurbished
before it can run again on the
tramway in Blackpool. The
estimated cost is £2000-£3000.

FTT says EATM’s enclosed
system made it more practical
to carry out testing there than
in Blackpool. It is assessing
options for financing the work.

Newhome for Twin Cars
BLACKPOOL Twin Car Nos.
673 and 683 have been
moved around eight miles
by road from Wyre Dock at
Fleetwood to a new home at
Brickhouse Farm Cottages at
Hambleton.

The new owners of the
cars plan to restore them and
create a“unique and eclectic
space”at the holiday venue.

Jurassic Centre takeover
SEATON Tramway completed
its purchase of the former
Seaton Jurassic Centre on
January 5.

A cafe and soft play area
at the centre, adjacent to the
tramway, is expected to be
ready in the spring, with the
venue planned to fully reopen
with a dinosaur display
featuring animatronic exhibits
by the summer.

Darlington livery revival?
BEAMISH Museum says
Lisbon No. 730, which has
moved from Wirral Transport
Museum, is likely to be
ultimately given a livery
to reflect the North East’s
tramway history.
THE blue and cream livery of
Darlington Corporation Light
Railways, which operated
3ft 6in gauge electric trams
between 1904 and 1926, is
proposed.

‘Rapidprogress’madeon
Chester tramrestoration
Attention turns to upper deck of city’s last surviving electric tram car
as renovation continues at a pace.
THE group restoring Chester’s
last surviving electric tramcar, in
premises at the former airfield
at Hooton Park near Ellesmere
Port, says that the project has
evolved at an“astounding”rate
in recent months.

No. 4, a 3ft 6in gauge
double-deck tram, was built by
George F Milnes & Company at
HandleyWorks in Shropshire in
1903.Withdrawn from service
in 1930, the body of the lower
saloon was acquired for use as
a garden shed. Its remains were
rescued for preservation in 1987
and ChesterTramway Society
and MerseysideTramway
Preservation Society became its
owners in 2004.

In 2020, itwasmovedto its
currenthome, where what is
describedas“rapidprogress”is
being made on the lower saloon
andplatforms, giving scope for
tasks to begin on the upper deck,
including further construction
work on the stairs, completion of
the flooring andcanvascover.

Challenges
Putting the trolley mast in place
presented challenges given
the camber of the surface and
the post being offset from the
centre line of the roof.Three
attempts were needed to
produce a wooden lintel which
could be positioned in the exact
location required.

Smaller, but no less important
items have also been added to
the tram, including door rollers
and bell pulls at either end of
the car. Brake handles have
been fettled and fitted.

Plywood templates were
made to ensure glazing ordered
for the windows was a precise
fit, as although they are of
roughly the same size, the exact
dimensions of the frames vary
from window to window and
have very limited tolerances.
Curtain pole fittings, which are
almost identical to the originals,
have been sourced and
attached to the window pillars
in the lower saloon.

Photographicrecords
Photographs have played a key
part in replicating some of
No. 4’s original features, aiding
the task of sizing and spacing
of the slats in the lower saloon
floor and the creation of the
template to produce the
intricate perforated design on
the wooden lower saloon seat
backs.The restoration team
settled on a shade of green
called‘ultra deep’after carefully
sanding the original steel panels
to reveal the previous layers of
paint applied.They expect a
number of coats will be required
in order to reproduce the
original finish.

Some of the costly and larger

elements still to finish include
the lifeguard mechanism,
woodwork and trays and
machining internal parts of the
trolley mast and repairs to its

swivel function. Anyone who
can help in sourcing a pair of
DB1 controllers for No. 4 can
email the group at: Chester4@
hootonparktrust.co.uk

PRE-ORDER
TODAY!
➜ VISIT MRTNS.UK/
PRE-ORDER-RM
Save on a trip to the shops!p p

Temporary heritage base atmodern Starr Gate depot
HOME to BlackpoolTransport’s
fleet of Bombardier‘Flexity 2’
trams which operate regular
timetabled services, Starr Gate
depot, on the town’s seafront,
will be the base for heritage
tram operations this year.

The Blackpool Tramtown
shed on the Rigby Road site
remains closed to visitors
and volunteers pending
the outcome of a condition
survey on the shed roof,
although the fitting shop

has been reopened for
limited use by Blackpool
Transport staff to prepare
heritage vehicles for the 2024
operating season.

Plans are being worked
on for the redevelopment of

the wider Rigby Road site to
accommodate electric buses,
and tram movements there
have been limited since late
last year when cars for use on
illuminations tours were also
based at Starr Gate.

Blackpool No. 708 arrives at Sandtoft
BLACKPOOL‘Balloon’No. 708 is to
become the centrepiece of a new
children’s area at theTrolleybus Museum
at Sandtoft in North Lincolnshire.

It arrived on December 28 and was
unloaded the following day onto a
plinth including tram rail which had
been donated by East AngliaTransport
Museum.

Previously owned by Manchester
Transport Museum Society (and stored
at Rigby Road in Blackpool since 2008),
No. 708 was exchanged for a quantity of
spares to be used for Blackpool Nos. 619,

623 and 702, which are in its collection
at Heaton ParkTramway. MTMS says the
deal helped to secure the future of these
cars, as well as a new home for No. 708,
which was originally intended to be the
source of parts.

Sister vehicle No. 710, which featured
in the Coronation Street scene in which
character Alan Bradley was hit and killed
while trying to cross Blackpool tramway,
had been earmarked for the role at
Sandtoft, but following fundraising, was
secured for cosmetic restoration and
future display at BlackpoolTramtown.
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‘GOYLE’TO
THERESCUE:
As part of the
EcclesbourneValley
Railway’sWinter Steam
in theValley gala, there
was a planneddiesel turn
by Class 14No. D9537.
Having failed on the
morning of the first day,
December 31, Class 31
No. 31601DevonDiesel
Society took its turn
instead. It is pictured near
Duffieldwith the 12.11
departure fromShottle
with BR‘2MT’No. 78018
on the rear.MARTYNTATTAM

GLORIOUS SET
FORRETURN:
Maintenancework on
Class 50No. 50033Glorious
is still underway at the
SevernValley Railway’s
Kidderminster diesel depot
(pictured in July 2023). Total
refurbishment of both
cab interiors continues by
volunteers, with surfaces
strippedback tometal in
preparation for repainting.
No. 50033 is aiming to be
back in traffic for the SVR’s
SpringDiesel Festival inMay.
JACK BOSKETT

No. D1015 passes Gossington, near Cam and Dursley,
with its main line test run on January 10. JACK BOSKETT

SIDELINES

DIARY

Fundraiser for ‘313’
AN appeal has been
launched to help repair Class
313 EMU No. 313121 at the
Fife Heritage Railway, after it
was vandalised in November
2023. Twelve windows were
smashed in the incident. The
estimated target to complete
the repairs is £12,000, see
www.fifeheritagerailway.
co.uk for more details.

GWSR diesel round-up
CLASS 20 No. 20228 has
been dismantled for overhaul
at the Gloucestershire
Warwickshire Steam Railway.
Meanwhile, Class 47
No. 47376 Freightliner 1995
has received attention to its
engine governor to allow
a repair to a leaking joint.
The governor was cleaned
and repainted before being
refitted. The relevant exams
are due to be carried out
across the fleet ahead of the
2024 season at the railway.

Santa 125 specials
125 Preservation ran its
inaugural ‘Ho Ho Ho Speed
Train 125 Santa Specials’ at
the Nene Valley Railway in
December, using the former
East Midlands Railway HST
power cars Nos. 43045 The
Grammar School Doncaster
A.D. 1350 and 43060 County
of Leicestershire.

The service ran on
December 7/8 and 14/15
with several hundred
passengers said to be carried
over the four days.

‘Western’ to stay blue
THEWestern Locomotive
Association’s Class 52
No. D1013Western Ranger,
based at the Severn Valley
Railway, is set to remain in
BR Blue livery with full yellow
ends for the time being, as
restoration continues in the
diesel depot at Kidderminster.
The original plan had been
for the loco to be repainted
into the earlier BR Maroon
with a small yellow warning
panel.

‘Wizzo’main line test
DTG’s No. D1015 passed its first step to hauling railtours againwith flying colours.
THE onlymain line-certified
‘Western’, No. D1015Western
Champion, successfully
passed its loaded test runon
January 10.
TheDieselTractionGroup’s

(DTG) locomotiveworked light
engine fromKidderminster
SVR toAvonmouthDock to
work the return 6M42 cement
train to PenyfforddCement
Works (north ofWrexham) as
far asGloucester, topping the
train’s booked locoNo. 66714.

Apoints failure at Bristol
Parkwaymeant theworking
wasdelayed for over anhour,
but thenNo.D1015’s two
newly-fittedMTU12V538
enginesweregiven agood
run at 65mphalong the
former Bristol-Birmingham
Midlandmain line.
However, pathing

restrictions saw the loco
detached fivemiles southof
Gloucester atHaresfield loop,
and it ran light engine from

thereback to Kidderminster.
DTGengineers deemed this

to be a successful test runwith
onlyminor snagging issues
to address. Another loaded
test run is beingorganised,
this timewith a rake of Riviera
Train’sMk.2 coaches based at
Burton-upon-Trent.
■Before Christmas,
Pathfinder Railtours
announced anexcursion to
Paigntonon June1, entitled
‘The English RivieraAirshow’, ,

at the timeofwriting, a loco
had yet tobe allocated.The
promoter’swebsite stated this
excursion is to behauledby a
‘heritage locomotive’.

TheRMunderstands that
Pathfinder Railtours is putting
together a programmeof
excursions forNo.D1015 in
readiness for the completion
of thenecessarymain line test
audit, thus resulting in the first
‘Western’-hauled railtour in
seven years.

FEBRUARY
10 East Lancashire Railway
Winter Diesel Day

MARCH
15-17 Chinnor and Princes
Risborough Railway Diesel
Gala

APRIL
12-14 Kent and East Sussex
Railway Diesel Gala
26-28 Great Central Railway
Spring Diesel Gala
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AndrewBarclayNo. 349 is seenpreparing to departWashford bound for Suffolk onDecember 19. JOSH BRINSFORD

Class 108DMUNos.M51941+E52064depart Highleywith the 11.35 service for Kidderminster on
December 29, 2023. STEVEWIDDOWSON

S&D shunters head for pastures new
THESomerset&DorsetRailway
Trust (S&DRT)has recently sold
its two former industrial diesel
shunting locos.
TheTrustwasasked to leave

its formerbaseatWashford,
West SomersetRailway, in2020,
andhas sincebeen relocating

its rolling stock,with the two
dieselsbeing sold toother
railwaypreservationgroups.
FormerBathGasWorks

Ruston&Hornsby4wDM‘88DS’
No. 210479hasbeensold to
theValeofBerkeleyRailway
andmoved toSharpness,

GloucestershireonDecember
15,while ex-PuritonRoyal
OrdnanceFactory (Somerset)
AndrewBarclayNo. 349was
relocated to theLeistonWorks
Railway inSuffolkonDecember
19,becoming that line’s first
resident locomotive.

S&DRTchairmanRoger
Hardinghamsaid:“The last two
locoshavenowdeparted the
redundant site atWashford.The
dieselshave foundnewhomes
tobeginuseful operations
whichotherwisewouldnot
havebeenusedelsewhere.”

‘Deltics’
set for
return
in 2024
ALLTHREEClass55s
ownedby theDeltic
PreservationSociety (DPS)
couldbeback inactionby
theendof theyear.
TheDPShas spent

considerable time tracing
electrical faults on
No. 55009Alycidon. Anoil
leak in the load regulator
hasbeeneliminated, and
acable leading to the
maingenerator is being
replaced.
The locobegan testing

on January13, followedby
running inon theBarrow
Hill demonstration line. If
all goes toplan,No. 55009
will bemoved to theGreat
Central Railway (GCR) in
March for testingathigher
speeds, but thereareno
plansatpresent for any
main line tours in2024.

Refurbishment
ClassmateNo. 55019Royal
HighlandFusilierhasalso
beenworkedon in recent
months.Variousparts
havebeen removedand
refurbishedandarenow
being refitted.The loco is
alsobeing repainted.
It is set totakepart in

theNorthYorkshireMoors
Railway’sDieselGala in
June.Everythinghasbeen
obtainedtoallow
No.55019tobecertificated
formain lineoperation
onceagain.Thiswillnot
takeplaceuntilmuchlater
intheyear,however,and
will involvea loadedtest
run.
Meanwhile,No.D9015

(55015)Tulyarhashadtwo
powerunits installedand
isbackon itsoverhauled
bogies for the first time in
10years,withengineers
nowcheckingthewiring
throughoutthe locomotive.
Oncethishasbeen

finalised, itwillbestarted
upfor the first time in27
years.Themasterplan is
forall threeDPS‘Deltics’to
work later in theyearat the
GCR,whichwillbea first for
thepreservationgroup.

Severn Valley
DMU returns
THEDMUGroup (West
Midlands) basedat theSevern
ValleyRailwayowns fiveClass
108DMUvehicles, twoofwhich,
Nos.M51941+E52064, have
recently returned to service
followingoverhaul.
Thepairmade their firstpublic

run since2017 inNovember,
fromBewdley toKidderminster,
afterwhich theywereused
during the line’spre-Christmas
Santa season, and then for
thenewWinterDieselDayon
January29.
The‘108’joinedanumberof

diesel locomotives for theWinter
DieselDay, includingClass17
‘Clayton’No.D8568,‘Choppers’
Nos.20007+20142Sir John
Betjeman (courtesyofClass
20189Ltd),‘Crompton’
No.33108,‘Tractor’No.37263
(onhire fromtheTelfordSteam
Railway),‘Whistler’No.40106
(runningwithout itsAtlantic
Conveyornameplates),‘Peak’
No.182 (46045)whichhas
recentlyhad its steamheat
boiler refitted,‘Hoover’

No.50035ArkRoyaland‘Western’
No.D1015WesternChampion.
Thedieselswere joinedbyGWR
0-6-0PTNo.7714 fromthesteam
fleet toprovideheating for the
third rakeof coachingstock.
Theeventwasalsoexpected

to includeClass14‘TeddyBear’

No.D9551,butdue to the loco’s
generatorbeingoverhauled, it
waswithdrawn fromthe line-up.
Thediesel daywasadeemed

asuccess for theSVR,withabout
1200passengersbeingcarried,
and the lineplans tohold it
again inDecember this year.

TheDMUGroupalsoowns
centre carNo.NE59250,which is
expected to return touse inmid-
2024.VehiclesNos.M50933and
M56208 remainatBewdley, and
both require amajoroverhaul.
Details ofhowtodonate canbe
foundatwww.svr-dmu.org.uk.

Recognition forWorth Valley Class 101DMU restoration
THE2023RailcarOfTheYear
awardhasbeenwonby the
Keighley&WorthValley
Railway’s residentClass 101.
TheRailcarAssociationaward

recognises theeffortswhich

went into theoverhaul and
repaint fromBRGreen toBlue
liveryonNos.M51189+Sc51803.
AlsonominatedwereClass

104No.M51682at theNorth
NorfolkRailway, andClass

127No.M51618at Llangollen.
‘ProjectWareham’was
nominated for theSwanage
Railway’s efforts returningClass
121‘BubbleCar’No.W55028
andClass117Nos.W51356+

W51388andW59486 tomain
line standards.
Entries also includedsecond

generationDMUs, suchas Class
143‘Pacer’No. 143623at the
WensleydaleRailway.
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1
‘CROMPTON’ ON THE BALLAST: Swanage
Railway resident Class 33/0 No. D6515 (33012)
Lt Jenny Lewis RN works the grade across
Corfe Common with the returning (13.02)
Norden to Swanage demonstration ballast
train on the first day of the line’s Winter Warm
Up two-day event on January 6. STEPHEN GINN

2
DMU DRAG: Class 20 No. 20142 Sir John
Betjeman arrives at Arley hauling Class 108
DMU (comprising Nos. M51941+E52064) with
the 12.55 Kidderminster to Highley service
on December 29 during the Severn Valley
Railway’s Winter diesel gala
(see also story on page 75). TOM MCATEE

3
WORKS TRAIN FROM ABOVE: Bodmin
Railway’s Permanent Way train hauled by
Class 08 No. 08359 is seen on the Boscarne
branch on January 6. JON HIRD/BR

4
AN UPLIFTING SIGHT: Class 50 No. 50021
Rodney was lifted at Arlington Fleet Services,
Eastleigh Works on January 5 to allow the
replacement of a faulty wheelset. While the
bogies are released, brake rigging on both
bogies is being overhauled. This is the last
major activity required before the ‘Hoover’
is released back to traffic with a view to
participating on the 2024 gala circuit. The
loco’s owner, the 50021 Loco Association,
said it was grateful for the support of the
Arlington staff. Work is also progressing on
No. 50026 Indomitable, which is set to return
to the main line this year. IAN PENFOLD

5
SANTA CALLS:With a Father Christmas
cardboard cutout in the old telephone
box, Class 31 No. 31289 (D5821) Phoenix
passes through the Northampton &
Lamport Railway’s Pitsford & Brampton
station on January 1. PAUL BIGGS
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DB‘TUG’
FINALE:
The last booked
main line passenger
working for a DB
Cargo Class 60 was
on PathfinderTours’
‘Midland-Ian’tour on
December 16, which
included several
freight lines and loops
in theWest Midlands.
Hauled by No. 60024
ClitheroeCastle, the
tour is seen passing
through Leamington
Spa on its way to
Banbury. CHRIS MILNER

SIDELINES
Hastings Diesels trips
for 2024
ALTHOUGH no details
are available at present,
Hastings Diesels Limited
has indicated it is
planning four railtours
for 2024. They will be
to Exeter on April 6,
Skegness on June 8, Derby
on July 13 and possibly
the Gloucester area on
September 14. More
detail will be provided
at www.hastingsdiesels.
co.uk when known, or on
‘X’ (formerly Twitter) at @
HastingsDiesels

Newyear,newtourprogrammes
Main line railtour promoters announce their planned itineraries for the year ahead.
ASwinterbegins to recede,
many rail tourpromoters
havenowconfirmed their
excursions for at least the first
half of theyear,whileothers are
stillworkingon the finedetail
followingDBCargo’sdecision
to focusmoreoncontracted
operationsand lesson‘adhoc’
charters.
Early in January, Pathfinder

Tourspublished itsnew
brochureandoneof thekey
offeringswill bea repeatof
thepopular‘CambrianCoast
Express’.
A choiceof fivedateswill

beonoffer– two inApril,
one inMay, and twomore in
September,with fivedifferent
originatingpoints. All tours take
placeonThursdaysandwill
useMk.2RivieraTrains stock
hauledby twoEEType3s from
Shrewsbury toPwllheli and
back.
Theoutlinedetails are:

■ April 4:Start atReading,
pickingupatDidcotParkway,
Oxford, Banbury, Leamington
Spa,Dorridge, Birmingham
NewStreet,Wolverhampton,
TelfordCentral and
Shrewsbury.

■ April 18:Start at East
MidlandsParkway,picking
upat Loughborough,
Leicester,Nuneaton,Coleshill
Parkway, BirminghamNew
Street,Wolverhamptonand
Shrewsbury.

■May 16:Start atCardiff
Central, pickingupat
Newport, Cwmbran,
Pontypool&New Inn,
Abergavenny,Hereford,
Ludlow,CravenArmsand
Shrewsbury.

■ Sept 5:Start atBristol
TempleMeads, callingat
Bristol Parkway,Cam&
Dursley, CheltenhamSpa,
WorcestershireParkway,

Bromsgrove, Birmingham
NewStreet,Wolverhampton
andShrewsbury.

■ Sept 12:Start at Swindon,
pickingupatKemble, Stroud,
CheltenhamSpa,Worcester
ShrubHill, Kidderminster,
Stourbridge Junction,
TameBridgeParkwayand
Shrewsbury.
All tourswill includeoff-train

optionsatBarmouth,Minffordd,
PorthmadogandPwllheli.
Inbetween theseCambrian

tours, Pathfinderhasplanned
a‘SpringCornishExplorer’for
May4,whichwill behauledbya
pair ofWestCoastClass 37s from
Dorridge,WarwickParkway,
LeamingtonSpa, Banbury,
Oxford, SwindonandBristol
TempleMeads toPenzance.Off-
trainoptions include theEden
Projector theLostGardensof
HeliganandTruro.
Aweek later, a‘GoldenArrow’

is set to run fromBirmingham
NewStreet toCanterburyWest
viaOxford.AWestCoast steam
loco isdue tohaul the train
fromWest London, returning
viaDover, Folkestoneand
Tonbridge–withdiesel traction
back fromtheLondonarea.

Destinations
June1will seeanexcursion
fromTameBridgeParkwayand
selected stations toSwindon
continue toTorquayand
Paignton for theEnglishRiviera
Airshow.The followingSaturday,
June8, the‘LakesExpress’starts
atBristolTempleMeadsand
runsvia theWelshMarches
route toCarlisle,where steam
takesover for a trip around the
CumbrianCoast line.
June29 is theannual‘Mazey

DayCornishman’trip fromthe
WestMidlands toPenzance,
which this yearwill behauledby
apair ofClass 50s.

TheLocomotiveServices
Groupencompasses several
rail tourpromoters– InterCity,
SaphosTrains, SteamDreams,
MidlandPullmanand the
Statesman–andall have
announcedcomprehensive
programmes.
Under the InterCitybrand,

use isbeingmadeofClass 40
No.D213 (40013)Andania,
LSL’sACelectrics, CreweDiesel
PreservationGroup’sClass 47
No. 47712 LadyDianaSpencer
and theMk.2push-pull set.
OnFebruary9, aClass 90will

work fromKing’sCross along
theEastCoastMainLine to
Leeds, SkiptonandBradford
Forster Square,withphoto
opportunities at the latter two
locations.
Class 40No.D213 isbooked

towork fromCreweover the
HighlandMainLine to Inverness,
and thenbackviaAberdeen
andDundeeover theweekend
of February24/25on the
‘WhistlingHighlander’.
Thenover theweekendof

March29-31, theClass47and
push-pull setwill venture to
pasturesnew. StartingatCrewe,
the‘WestOf ScotlandPush-
Pull’will visitOban,Gourock,
WemyssBay,ArdrossanHarbour
andLargs.
Tours todestinationsby

Saphos follow formatsof
previous years and feature
the‘GoldenArrow’,‘Cotswold
Explorer’,‘WelshMarches
Express’, the‘Settle&Carlisle
Fellsman’and‘WhiteRose’
tours. SaphosTours start from
a rangeof regional townsand
cities andnormally featurea
mixofheritagediesel traction
andsteam,althoughsome
excursionsmanybe steam-
hauled throughout.
Thereare34 tours in the

Saphosprogrammebetween

March13 toOctober9.Visit
saphostrains.comfor full details.
LSL’sdeluxeHST in its‘Blue

Pullman’style liveryhas37
booked tripsbetweenMarch5
andOctober23, and like the
Saphos tourswill bevisiting
destinationswhichhaveproved
popular in yearspast.The
HST setwill bevisitingWhitby,
Torbay, Blackpool,Obanand
FortWilliam, aswell asTorbay.
Whilemost areday trips from
regional start points, thereare
a coupleofweekend tours in
themix.
Also, StatesmanRail is

offeringa rangeof luxury tours
throughout theyear, and its
programmecanbe foundat
statesmanrail.com

Offthebeatentrack
Still to finalise itsprogramme
for the first half of theyear,
UKRailtours (UKR)has three
confirmedexcursionswhich
arebookingnow.These include
the‘GatewayGalloper’on
March23, an‘OffTheBeaten
Track’tourwhich starts atKing’s
Cross andpicksupatPottersBar,
Stevenage,Huntingdonand
Peterborough. It is set tovisit
ChaddesdensidingsDerby, the
Mapperleygoodsbranchand
EastMidlandsGateway freight
terminal, fromwhich the tour
takes its name.Class 66swill
top-and-tail this train.
April 13 is a second‘Off

TheBeatenTrack’tour from
Paddingtonandpickingupat
Slough,Reading, Swindonand
Bristol Parkway.AtNewport, the
tractionwill change toapair of
Class 66s top-and-tailedbefore
avoidingSwanseaen route to
visit theRobeston freight line to
its operational limit, and then to
MilfordHaven for abreakbefore
returning toLondon.
UKR’s final confirmedtourat

thetimeofwriting isonApril27
when‘MerchantNavy’No.35028
ClanLinewill celebrate its50th
anniversaryof its firstmain line
trip inpreservationbyhauling
theBelmondBritishPullman
fromLondonVictoria toBathvia
Salisbury.
Whiledetailswerenot

confirmedas thispageclosed
forpress,UKRwasplanning
a tourwith theHastings
DieselsDEMUforApril 20,
andwas finalisingother trips
todestinationsas variedas
Berwick-upon-Tweedand the
WestCountry.
Finally, theRailwayTouring

Company (RTC)hasplanned
anotherprogrammeof steam
tours topopulardestinations
over someof thecountry’s
classic rail routes.These include
‘CumbrianMountainExpress’
trainsonFebruary10, 17and
March16,withother excursions
toBathandGloucester
(February10),York (February24),
Chester (March2), Stratford-
upon-Avon (March9) and
Edinburgh (March24).
OnWednesday,March27, RTC

is runninga train fromKing’s
Cross toWhitby.Thiswill feature
the rare sightof aClass 86/2on
theECMLworking fromLondon
toYork–not forgetting the
rare sightof steamrunning the
lengthof theEskValley; steam
having takenover atYork.
AsRTC is anexclusiveuserof

locosand rolling stockprovided
by theWestCoastRailway
Company, so the revocationof
WestCoast’s exemption touse
hingeddoor rolling stock (see
HeadlineNews) couldaffect
some tours. RTCmanaging
directorKellyOsbourne toldThe
RM it is proceedingasplanned
with its tourprogrammeand is
in regulardialoguewithboth
WestCoast andORR.
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ELECTRIC SPECIAL: LSL Class 87No. 87002Royal Sovereignduring its bookedpassenger stop at Preston on January 13,with 1Z32, the 16.11GlasgowCentral to
Crewe‘TheAyr Extension’railtour. Top-and-tailingwithNo. 86101 the special ran as far as Barassie Junction as access to Ayrwas still restricted following a fire at the former station
hotel on September 25, 2023. STEVE SIENKIEWICZ

‘Thunderbird’ for Branch Line Society tour
AHEAD of a three-day charity
railtour around Scotland, the
Branch Line Society will utilise
a GB Railfreight Class 57/3
‘Thunderbird’loco as part of
a rolling stock positioning
move on March 7, for its‘BWC 2
Scottish’trip.

The‘Thunderbird’will work
a rake of stock from Derby
(09.50) to Linlithgow calling
at Chesterfield, Swinton,
Castleford,York, Darlington
and Newcastle, but will
set down additionally at
EdinburghWaverley.The route
will include several goods
and passenger loops. Rolling
stock is all first class and fares
for this train are £69 and £89
at a guaranteed table for two.
For under 18s, there’s a £34.50
reduction on the adult price,
and the tour is open to non-BLS
members.

On March 8, the first day of
the BWC2 tour will utilise Class
37 No. 37403 Isle ofMull and
depart from Bo’ness station,
picking up at Linlithgow,
before a circuit of the
Edinburgh suburban line and a
pick up atWaverley.

From Edinburgh, the tour
heads via the Cowlairs East

Curve and Dalmuir to Fort
William for an overnight halt,
passengers arranging their
own accommodation.

For day two, it’s a very early
start (06.35) and back south
over theWest Highland line
to Crianlarich, where after
reversal the train runs to Oban
for a two-hour break.There will
also be calls at bothTyndrum
stations for those wanting
to enjoy some walking.The
train returns to FortWilliam
for another overnight stop,
but there will be another
photostop at Crianlarich.

Mallaig&WemyssBay
On day three, the tour heads
west to Mallaig (photostop)
before returning to FortWilliam
and around Glasgow and out
toWemyss Bay, returning via
Glasgow Central to set down
and then via Glasgow Queen
St high level on its way back to
Bo’ness where the estimated
arrival is at 23.20. A GBRf loco
will bring the train back from
Wemyss Bay and assist with
any reversing moves on the
way back to Bo’ness.

This three-day train is
for BLS members only and

first class seats are priced at
£299. However, all seating at
a guaranteed table for two
has been sold. Under 18 fares
are half price. All profits from
this charter will be donated
to Martin House Hospice and
Great Ormond Street Hospital.

On all trains, a buffet car will
serve a limited range of hot
and cold drinks, snacks and
light refreshments.

To enable passengers to
return south on March 11,
a one-way train will leave
Linlithgow at 09.40 with
a circuit of the Edinburgh
suburban line, before heading
to Carstairs, south over
Beattock and via Hexham and
Darlington, setting down as
outward to Derby, with the
‘57/3’hauling the train.

Adult fares on this final

train are £69 and £89 at a
guaranteed table for two, and
for under 18s, there’s a £34.50
reduction on the adult price.

Full details of positioning
and the main tour is online at
branchline.uk

The BLS is planning a charity
charter train with a four-day
excursion around Cornwall
from May 3-6, but details have
not yet been released.
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STEAMTOURS: FEBRUARY

Date Name SteamSection Locos Promoter
10 WinterCumbrianMountain Carnforth-Shap-Carlisle-Settle-Preston WCRCPool RTC
10 Bath&Gloucester Express Paddington-Bath-Gloucester-Paddington WCRC‘Black5’ RTC
17 WinterCumbrianMountain Carnforth-Shap-Carlisle-Settle-Preston WCRCPool RTC
24 S&CWinterExpress Carnforth-Shap-Carlisle-Settle-Preston WCRCPool PT
24 WhiteRose King’sCross-Grantham-York-Peterborough WCRC‘Black5’ RTC
Notes:WCRCPool: Locos from45596/45680/45699/46115/35018/34067

DIESEL AND ELECTRIC TOURS: FEBRUARY

Date Name SteamSection Locos Promoter
9 WestRidingLimited King’sCross-Leeds-Skipton-BradfordFS-King’sCross LSLClass90 IC
17 StatesmanS&CCircular LeamingtonSpa-Crewe-Hellifield-Carlisle-LeamingtonSpa LSLClass47s SR
24 WhistlingHighlander Crewe-Carlisle-Stirling-Inverness D213 IC
25 WhistlingHighlander Inverness-Aberdeen-Dalmeny-Cumbernauld-Crewe D213 IC
All tours listed abovemaybe subject to cancellation due to industrial action – checkwith tour promoter.
Key: IC InterCity 08000385364 PTPathfinderTours 01453835414 RTCRailwayTouring Company01553661500

SR StatesmanRail 03453102458

https://branchline.uk


Carrying around40%ofUK rail freight, theWest CoastMain Line is a vital artery for cargo, but the
cancellationofHS2between theWestMidlands andManchester presents newchallenges for delivering
future capacity. Heading southon theWCML throughCumbria, Colas Rail Freight Class 56Nos. 56094and
56090are seennearing Shapon the6J3714.02 timberworking fromCarlisleYard toChirk Kronospanon
February 27, 2023.Transferring further timber traffic to rail has beenexplored in recent years, trialworkings
resulting in regular traffic fromAberystwyth to the samedestination as the trainpictured. DARRENROBSON

DirectRail ServicesClass 66No. 66423 leavesDoncaster iPort, bound for
TeesDockwithaTesco container trainon July14, 2020.ADAMGIBBONS

SIDELINES
Maritimehopeful of
further growth
JOHN Bailey, the managing
director of Maritime
Transport’s intermodal
business, says the company
is looking forward to

“further significant growth
opportunities”following the
announcement of a new
three-year contract with Tesco.

At the end of October
last year, Maritime (which
also provides road haulage
services for the retailer)
took on the management,
planning and execution of
all rail operations at Tesco’s
central distribution hubs
within Daventry International
Rail Freight Terminal (DIRFT)
in Northamptonshire.

This includes responsibility
for the seven daily container
train services which link
DIRFT with terminals at
Mossend, Tilbury,Wentloog,
Teesport and Inverness, and
onward distribution by road
toYorkshire, Teesside, the
Midlands and London. The
company has also taken on
former Eddie Stobart Ltd
employees who were involved
in Tesco rail operations.

“This Tesco contract
represents another step in
our growth as we continue
to reposition our business
and focus on a more
environmentally-conscious,
carbon-cutting economy,”
added Mr Bailey.“DIRFT is
a great fit for Maritime. Our
dedicated management team
now operating on site is doing
a fantastic job leading day to
day operations alongside our
new colleagues who we are
delighted to welcome to the
company.”

Battery shunter plan
CARBON emissions related
to traffic using Mossend
International Railfreight Park
(MIRP) in North Lanarkshire
could be further reduced
through the acquisition of
a pure battery-powered
shunting loco. Outlining plans
for growth, MIRP operator
Peter D Stirling Ltd says
it hopes to place an order
for the shunter as well as
facilitating the shift of more
Scottish export traffic from
road to rail.

Government sets2050rail
freightgrowthtarget
A 75% increase
in net freight
tonne kilometres
is envisaged over
the next 25 years.
TRANSPORT SecretaryMark
Harper says settinganet tonne
kilometregrowth target for
rail freightof at least 75%
by2050demonstrates the
Government’s confidence in
the sector.

TheDepartment forTransport
describes the figure, equating
toanaverage increaseof
around3%per annumas
“highly ambitious”.

Itwas announced in
December after a rangeof
options for achievingwhatwas
describedas a“stretchingbut
realistic target”weredeveloped
by theGreatBritishRailways
TransitionTeam(GBRTT),
whichworksonbehalf of the
Government toadviseministers
ondecisions regarding the
futuredirectionof the railway.

GBRTTused findings
from its nationwide‘Call for
Evidence’in summer2022, to
better understandmarket
demand, opportunities for
andchallenges todelivering
rail freightgrowth, thedriving
factors for logistics decisions
madeby freight customers and
viewsonhowagrowth target
shouldbedesigned.

A total of 88 replieswere
received (deemedby theDfT
tobea“strong response”) from
freightoperating companies,
industry representatives,
transport authorities and

current andpotential rail freight
customers.

Favour
Although97%of respondents
regardedgreater useof rail
as a viablewayof reducing
emissions fromtheir operations
and86%said theywould like
to transfer someof their supply
chain traffic, 44%said theyhad
facilities adjacent to, butnot
linked to railway lines.

Network capacitywas
statedas a concern for 18%of

potential users,with cost and
connectivity of terminals both
scoring17%.

Maggie Simpson, director
general of theRail FreightGroup,
which representsoperators and
customers, said the targetwasa
“strongmessageof support”. She
added thatmeeting itwould
require continuedGovernment
investment in capacity
upgrades.The figurewasalso
welcomedbyGBRailfreight and
Freightliner.

TheDfT says the75%

increaseover 25years is not a
ceiling. It is, however, viewed
asgivinga“strongbalance”
betweenmeetingGovernment
objectives and securingvalue
formoney.Thedepartment says
it is committed toachieving it
through support, investment
and regulation, buthas ruled-
out settingan“action-by-action
deliveryplan”.Thatwill be
down to the rail freight industry,
workingalongsideNetworkRail
andGBRTT, assistedbyaRail
FreightGrowthworkinggroup.

Preparations underway for iPort Phase 2
A PROJECT todevelopa second
phaseofDoncaster iPort,
doubling its size andstorage
capacity, is expected tobe
completed inaroundayear.

The rail freight interchange,
whichopened in2018, is linked
toSouthampton, Felixstowe,
ImminghamandTeesportby
daily services, andconnected to
theEastCoastMainLine.

Once this latestphase is
completed, itwill have the
ability toaccommodatea
greaternumberof trains each
dayanda total of sixmillion
square feetof accommodation
for logistics and light industry.

Additionalwarehouse facilities
arealsoplanned.

TheUKsubsidiaryofglobal
transport specialistMEDLOGhas
agreeda long-term lease to run
the terminal.Handover fromsite
developerVerdion isdue tobe
completedby the spring.

“This agreementwith
MEDLOGwill underpin current
operationsaswell as creating
a strongplatform for future
growth, includingmore
business andemployment
opportunities across the
Doncaster andSouthYorkshire
region,”saidVerdionexecutive
director JohnClements.

PRE-ORDER
TODAY!
➜ VISIT MRTNS.UK/
PRE-ORDER-RM
Save on a trip to the shops!p p
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As part of a £500million programmeof improvement, units on the
Central line are being fittedwith new tractionmotors and electrical
systems.Their interiors are being revamped to featurewheelchair
bays, CCTV, passenger information screens and a new seatmoquette,
as seen here on the first set to emerge from theprogramme.TFL

RVLR CONTRACT SIGNED:
Over two years after plans tomanufacture themwere
announced to themedia, construction of three‘pre-series’
RevolutionVery Light Rail (RVLR) vehicleswill get
underway this year. Rolling stock leasing firmEversholt
Rail has agreed a dealwithTransport Design International,
whichwill produce the three units. Their intended
appearance (as seen in the computer-generated image
left) is in-keepingwith the demonstration RVLRunit that
has beenundergoing trials and testing since 2021 using
a stretch of track at the former Ironbridge Power Station
site in Shropshire. Unlike this vehicle, which utilises both
battery anddiesel power, the‘pre-series’trainswill run
entirely onbatteries andbe capable of fast recharging via
a lineside system.Workingwith the industry to explore
opportunities to improve lowdensity rail operations,
Eversholt andTDI aim to have the first of the three units
ready for passenger operation in 2026. EVERSHOLT RAIL

GlasgowSubwayunit No. 306, one of 17 newStadler-built trains for
the system, is pictured at Kelvinbridge station on the afternoonof
December 20 last year. Twoof the four-car setswere in operation
on consecutive outer circle services so that they could rescue the
other in the event of a failure. ANGUSDUNCAN

Minding thegap inTfL’s
latest capital funding
London’s transport officials set out
revised plans after £250million
injection gives themhalf of what
had been hoped for this year.
FOLLOWINGtheannouncement
ofa£250millioncapital funding
settlement for2024fromthe
Government,Transport for
Londonsays ithashadtotake
“difficultdecisions”with longer
termimpacts, inorder toallow
improvementsandrenewals to
proceed.
Usingdelegatedauthority, a

business planwas agreedby
TfL’s FinanceCommittee, three
daysbeforeChristmas.TfL said
it had“alwaysbeen clear”that
it could fundaround75%of its
capital programme for 2024/5
butwouldneedGovernment
support to cover its full
proposals.
RailMinisterHuwMerriman

said that the sumapproved
was“fair for Londoners and
taxpayers”. He added:“We
have investedbillions into the

capital’s transport system in
recent years.This investment
must bewellmanaged in away
that doesn’t unfairly burden
thepockets of taxpayers and
motorists.”

Shortfall
AmongTfL’smeasures to
mitigate the shortfall and
enable its plan tobedelivered
are the rephasingof some
payments to SiemensMobility
for the94new trains onorder
for thePiccadilly line.TfL said
thiswouldnot affect the
delivery of the first train this
year for testing in London
(prior to entry into serviceof
thenewsets in 2025) andwill
safeguardplans touplift the
line’s timetable in 2027.
Itwill alsomeanahigher

proportionof trains than the

originally anticipated50%will
bebuilt at thenewSiemens
factory inGoole, but itsplans for
2025/6onwardsassume50%of
funding fromtheGovernment

for capital investment.The
projects still dependenton
further commitment from
ministers includeanorder for
newstock for theBakerloo line.

SIDELINES
Financial restructuring
completed
TRAMLINK, which operates
Nottingham Express
Transit services, says the
renegotiation of terms with
lenders has stabilised its
position for the next 10 years.

Ridership remains at
around 80% of pre-pandemic
levels and inflation and rising
electricity prices have also
created economic pressures.

The completion of the
two-year project to restructure
the organisation’s finances is
expected to allow investments
in new technology,
recruitment of more revenue
protection officers and
updates to ticketing systems.
Extensions to the network
could also be considered.

Fare rises
WEST Midlands Metro fares
increased by around 5% on
average from January 2, the
first change since June 2022.

A peak-time adult Zone 1
ticket went up from £3.00 to
£3.20. A weekly ticket covering
all zones rose from £24.10 to
£25.30.

On the Glasgow Subway,
fares have risen for the first
time since 2019, by an average
of 3%, but there is no increase
for child season tickets.

Further Class 555s
delivered
TYNE &Wear Metro Class 555
Nos. 555013 and 555015 were
delivered to South Gosforth
depot in Newcastle inmid-
December.

Respectively the fourth and
fifth of the Stadler-built units
to arrive in the UK, they were
brought onto the system from
Bill Quay, between Pelaw and
Hebburn, by Nos. 555003 and
555005.

Tramnamedafter
England goalkeeper
NOTTINGHAM Express Transit
Alstom Citadis tramNo. 222
has been namedMary Earps.

The England and
Manchester United
goalkeeper, whowas born
in Nottingham, unveiled the
name at a ceremony at the
city’sWilkinson Street tram
depot on December 14, also
attended by current members
of theWest Bridgford Colts
team, which she played for as
a 10-year-old.

No. 222 has carried the
names of a number of other
Nottingham figures in the past.
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�eRailwayMagazine

Follow us
therailwaymagazine

Follow us
@railwaymagazine

First new Subway trains enter public service in Glasgow
AFTERanextensiveperiodof
testing,which includednight-
time runningon the system, the
first two trains fromGlasgow
Subway’snew fleetof 17units
enteredpassenger serviceon
December11.
Moreof theStadler-built four-

car setswill be introduced this
year.Theywill ultimately replace
theexistingMetro-Cammell
trains,whichoperateas three-car
units, originally introduced in
1980.

MarkToner, projectdirector
for theSubway’soperator
StrathclydePartnership for

Transport (SPT) said that thenew
fleetwould“take time”toachieve
full reliability andcapability.
Also included in the

£288million Subway
modernisation programme
is a newoperational control
centre, yet to be inaugurated.
Completion of signalling and
communicationswork and
installation of‘half height’screen
doors on platformedgeswill
give an option for the new trains
to be used in driverlessmode,
butMrToner added that the
installation of the doors at all
stationswas“still someway off”.
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TransPennine Route Upgrade work taking place at Mirfield station during the Christmas and NewYear
period. NETWORK RAIL

TransPennineproject leads
longlistof festiveupgrades
‘Orangearmy’renewsandenhances
networkduringChristmas shutdown.
THETransPennineRoute
upgradedominated the
Christmaswork schedules in the
northof England.
Despite facingdifficult

weather conditions, hundreds
of engineersworkedaround
theclock throughout the festive
seasonbetweenManchester,
Huddersfield, LeedsandYork in
order to completeanumberof
projects.
These included replacement

ofpoints outsideYork station;
track replacement atMirfield;
decommissioningofplatform2
atMirfield station; and
installationof anewundertrack
crossingatHuddersfield.
While these taskswere

takingplace, extensivepiling
andelectrificationworkwas
completedacross various
sectionsof theTransPennine
route, alongside signallingand
telecommunicationequipment
testing.

On the southerly
TransPennine route, anew
bridgewas installednearDore&
Totley station.

Nationally, therewas
extensiveworkover the
ChristmasandNewYearperiods
andhighlights included the
replacementof six setsof
switchesandcrossingsat
Doncaster, andOverheadLine
Equipment (OLE) improvement,
plus further installationof
equipment for theEastCoast
Digital Programmebetween
WelwynGardenCityandHitchin.
Inpreparation forCambridge

South station, teams realigned
1.5kmof track, installed2.86km
of trackandnewOLEwith the
old trackbeing removed in
preparation for thepiling for
theeastern stationbuildingand
islandplatforms.
In London, a life-expired

bridgeonKingsburyRoad
betweenCanonburyand

Dalston Junctionwas removed
aheadof a replacement later
this year.
Scottishwork included

thereplacementofGreenhill
junctionsand1kmof track;
alongwith thesignalling,new

drainagesystemsatPrinces
StreetGardensandHaymarket
station,Edinburgh, the
demolitionof threebridgesat
Hairmyresaspartof theEast
Kilbrideelectrificationproject
andthemodernisationof several

level crossingsandsignalling in
theHelensburgharea.
Further soil nailingand

nettingworkwas completed
betweenDawlishand
Holcombe to reduce the riskof
rock falls.

THEconstructionof anewstationon the
north-easternedgeofChelmsfordmoved
a stepcloserduring theChristmasand
NewYearholidays.
Over aneight-dayperiod,work

onNetworkRail’sAnglia region saw
changes to the track layout aspart of
thepreparation for thenewstationat
BeaulieuPark.
Engineers slewed theexisting tracks,

connecting themtoanew loopanddown
main line.The stationwill have three
platformswitha central loop line,with
thenewtracksused for stopping services
callingat the station,while allowing fast
trains topass through.The realignment
will allow the islandplatformtobe
constructed safely.
Elsewhereon the site, the station

buildinghasbeen roofedand isbeing

prepared for theexternalwalls and
internal fit-out.
Costing£124million, the station ispart

of awider regenerationof theBeaulieu
Parkestatewithanewroad infrastructure
andup to14,000homes.
It is expected thenewstationwill ease

thepressureonChelmsfordandcut car
journeyson local roads. Projectedopening
isby theendof2025.

Oxford-Bristol
services could
make a return
GWRsays it hopes to
introduce twodaily return
servicesbetweenOxfordand
BristolTempleMeads.
FromSeptember14, the

operator said it intends to run
the following trial serviceson
SaturdaysuntilDecember:
10.18BristolTempleMeads-
Oxford; 11.55Oxford-Bristol
TempleMeads (viaDidcot);
15.18BristolTempleMeads-
Oxford; and17.12Oxford-
BristolTempleMeads.
Theproposal is still

beingdiscussedandneeds
final approval fromthe
Department forTransport
andNetworkRail. A similar
direct service ceased in2003.
GWRmanagingdirector

MarkHopwoodsaid:“We
are always lookingat
innovativewaysof creating
newbusiness and improving
connectivity. Changing
customerpatterns since
Covid-19haveprovideda
clear opportunity for us to
expandour leisureoffering
and theBristol-Oxford route
is onewhichoffers real
potential.”

Progress at Beaulieu Park station

Greater Anglia EMU No. 745005 on the new Down Main alignment through the Beaulieu Park station site with 1P34, the 14.00 London Liverpool
Street-Norwich on January 2.The disconnected and part lifted former main lines are in the foreground. DR IAIN C SCOTCHMAN
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SINGLE LINES
AMASSIVE step towards the
re-openingof theLevenmouth
branch tookplaceon January8
whencrewtrainingon the five-
mile line commencedusinga
Class158DMU.
Over theweekendof January

6/7,NetworkRail undertook
final testingandcommissioning
of the signalling systemon
thenew£116mlinewhichhas
been fundedby theScottish
Government.
Thecrewtraining trips run

betweenGlenrotheswith
ThorntonandLeven,witha stop
at the intermediate stationon
thebranch,CameronBridge.
On January9, the linehada rare
visit fromColasHSTpower cars
Nos. 43285and43321working
back-to-back,which ran from

Slateford, repeating thevisit on
successivedays.
Expected toopen in June, the

projectwas first announced
back in the summerof 2019by
thenScottishTransportMinister
MichaelMatheson following
acampaignbackedby the
community and local politicians.
Workon the linebegan inMay
2020with theclearanceof
vegetation.
Reinstatementofpassenger

services lostwhen the line
closed in1969will bringabig
boost to theFife seaside town,
and theexpectation is for two
trainsperhourbetweenLeven
andEdinburghWaverley.
Constructionof the line

has includedprovision for
electrificationatafuturedate.

Levelling Up funding forMid-Cornwall Metro scheme

ORNATECANOPIES
RESTORED: Aproject to restore theVictorian
platform canopies at GreatMalvern station has been completed.
Network Rail’s contractorMurphy began the painstakingwork in
April 2022 and in the intervening time has replaced glazing panels,
completed structural strengthening and repainted the ornate ironwork
on both of the station’s platform canopies. The project, whichwas
supported byWestMidlands Railway,WychavonDistrict Council and
part funded by the RailwayHeritageTrust, was completed shortly
before Christmas. Each of the floral arrangements on the canopy pillars
of the Grade II listed stationwas carefully removed and restored by a
specialist company before being refitting. NETWORK RAIL

NETWORKRail andHomes
Englandhave selectedMcLaren
Property andArlington
Real Estateas thepreferred
developers for theirmajor
brownfield scheme,YorkCentral.
YorkCentral is a scheme

which involves redevelopment
of the largeplotof land
encircledby the railway lines
though the stationand the
avoiding lineatYork.
The site is alreadyhometo

theNational RailwayMuseum,
NetworkRail’sYorkRegional
OperatingCentreandsome
residential housing,but the
newplanswill cover the
transformationofunderutilised
railway land.The land includes

the former coaldrops, and
otherunused landwithin the
boundaryof the railway lines.
The45acre sitewill provide

up to2,500homes, 20%of
whichwill beaffordable, and
createup to1million sq ft of
commercial space foroffices,
retail and leisure, supporting
6,500 jobs.Anetworkof vibrant
public squares linking to
surroundingneighbourhoods
in thecity centrewill also
bedelivered, aswell as
improvements toYorkRailway
stationandanexpandedand
enhancedNational Railway
Museum.
Therearealready£135mof

infrastructureworksunderway

Crew training underway on revived Levenmouth line

The first train to arrive at Leven on January 8was ScotRail Class
158DMUNo. 158704which hadworked fromHaymarket depot to
undertake two return trips toGlenrothes as part of the inaugural
crew training diagrams,whichwere scheduled to be steppedup from
January 10. It was the first of any type of passenger train to run over the
branch. NETWORK RAIL

ANOFFER of £50mLevellingUp
Funding towards the delivery
of the £56.8millionMid
Cornwall Metro initiative has
been provisionally accepted
by Cornwall Council’s cabinet.
Work is to start this year.
Themoneywill be used

to improve the current links
between four of the county’s
largest towns – Newquay,
St Austell, Truro and Falmouth/
Penryn –with the introduction

of an hourly direct train service.
This will double the number of
rail services between Newquay
and Par.
Encouragement to use rail

to will help reduce carbon
emissions, improve air quality,
aid sustainability and alleviate
traffic congestion and is within
theMetro plan, according to
the council’s portfolio holder
for transport Coun Richard
Williams-Pears.

He said:“As well as its
green credentials and being a
catalyst for economic growth
and local regeneration around
the stations, I see this as the
beginning of a transport
revolution for Cornwall.”
Additionally, the project

will see the reinstatement of a
secondplatformat Newquay,
the creation of a newpassing
loop on theNewquay branch
atTregossMoor, level crossing

upgrades,more frequent
services between Par, St Austell
andTruro, somepublic realm
and accessibility improvements
at stations and the introduction
of a‘tap-on/tap-off‘pay-as-you-
go ticketing system.
Work to replace the

semaphore signalling
between Lostwithiel andTruro
was started last autumn, and
more work is planned for the
spring.

Developers are chosen for ‘York Central’ project

Agenerated image of howYork Central in the vicinity of the coal drops
might look. On the extreme left isYork station. NETWORK RAIL

toenable thismajor regional
scheme toprogress.These
includeover3kmofnewroads,

footpaths, cyclewaysand
include twonewbridgesover
theEastCoastMainLine.
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ScotRail increases
fares by 9%
TRANSPORT Scotland has
confirmed that fares on
ScotRail services will rise
by 8.7% from April. Since
October 2023, ScotRail has
been running a pilot scheme
where off-peak fares apply all
day, but to encourage further
rail use, this pilot will be
extended by three months to
the end of June.

Caledonian Sleeper fares
have also been increased
on average by 8.7% from
January 1, but the rise
excludes seated tickets.

WCML signalling
upgraded at Rugeley
BETWEEN January 20-22,
Network Rail engineers
completed signalling
upgrades between Rugeley
Trent Valley and Colwich
Junction to conclude an
£85million project between
Rugby and Stafford which
has been carried out in stages
since 2017.

The work has seen 39
new signals installed, 124
axle counters and the
amalgamation of Colwich
and Trent Valley workstations
at the Rugby Rail Operating
Centre.

Step-free at Shortlands
WORK commenced on
January 15 at Shortlands
station, Bromley to install
three lifts and a new
footbridge to make the
station fully accessible.

Included in the £8.5million
project are lighting upgrades,
the installation of CCTV and
a new emergency staircase
to provide an additional exit
for passengers to use in an
emergency.

The works is due for
completion in spring 2025.

MBE for lifesaving
rail worker
CUSTOMER service assistant
Rizwan Javed, 33, from east
London, was made an MBE in
the NewYear Honours list for
saving 29 people from taking
their own lives. Mr Javed
works for the MTR Elizabeth
Line at Ealing Broadway
station and has learned
to recognise the signs of
vulnerable and distressed
individuals. He’s approached
them, intervened and
engaged them in small talk,
before working with the BTP
to get the person help.
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SouthWestern Railway‘Arterio’No. 701037 stands atWaterloo station
prior to becoming the firstmember of the class to operate a public
service on January 9. On that day, the unitworked the 2U91, 10.25
Waterloo-Windsor & EtonRiverside before operating the return 2U92
service. SWR

SWR’s longoverduearrival
More than four years later than anticipated, the phased
introduction of Class 701‘Arterios’is finally underway.
SOUTHWesternRailwayClass
701‘Arterio’electricmultiple
unitNo. 701037became the first
memberof the class tooperate
apublic serviceon January9.
It formed the10.25 service

fromLondonWaterloo to
Windsor&EtonRiversideand
thecorresponding return
working to thecapital.
No. 701039wasusedon the
routeon January10and11.
With theexceptionof a three-
dayengineeringblockade
fromJanuary13-15, during
whichnopassenger services
ranon theWindsorbranch,
SWRsaid itwould initially run
Class701son the routeon
weekdays (expected toconsist
of oneunit onoff-peak services)
before looking to increase the
frequencyof their operation.
It added that the launchhad
given“invaluable insight and
assuranceon the reliable
performanceofboth the fleet
andmethodofoperation”.

SWR intends to complete
thephased introductionof all
90units (6010-carClass 701/0
and30Class701/5 five-car
sets)“in thecomingmonths”,
butperhapsunderstandably
for aprogrammenowrunning
more than four years later than
originallyplanned, is cautious
aboutdefinite time frames, as
the testing, crewtrainingand
certificationprocesses continue
ona route-by-routebasis.

‘Importantstep’
Describing the first train in
service as“an important step”,
anSWRspokesman toldThe
RM:“It is however important
we takea careful andphased
approach to rollingout these
trains across the rest of our
suburban routes.Weare in
theprocessof closely looking
at thephasing, to ensurewe
aredelivering the increased
capacitywhere it ismost
needed.”

When thecontract to supply
thenewtrainswas signedwith
Bombardier in June2017 it
wasexpected that theprocess
of introducing theentire fleet
would take18months.An initial
targetofmid-2019hadbeenset
for the first unit toenter service,
but theproject suffereda series
of setbacks.Therewere issues
with train softwareanddrivers’
unionASLEFandAlstom(which
by this timehad takenover
BombardierTransportation)
also identifiedproblems.The
Covid-19pandemic contributed
todelays and inearly 2022, SWR
admitted itwas still awaiting
a train thatperformed to
specification.
Theoperator’s confidence

in theClass701shad,however,
increasedby summer last year.
In addition to theWindsor route,
the‘Arterios’,whicharepart of
the‘Aventra’familyofmultiple
units, are alsoultimatelydue to
enter serviceon theReading

andWest Londonsuburban
routes, displacingClass455, 458
and707units. Aswell asoffering
greater capacity, they feature
accessible toilets,Wi-Fi, charging
points, air conditioningand
doorless, full-widthgangways
betweenvehicles.
Despite suggestions that

Southeastern’s introductionof
Class 707swouldbecompleted
inDecember,Nos. 707024
and707030have remained in
servicewithSWR. Southeastern
expects that theywill bepart
of its operation fleetby June
this year, alongside theother28
membersof the class.
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Betweenbarrier vehicles hauled by Class 37No. 37901, Rail
OperationsGroupNo. 93001, the first of 10 Class 93s for the company,
is seen at Derby on itsway fromWorksopDownYard to Crewe South
Yard on January 8. No. 37901 also provided the power for its return
journey toWorksop on January 12. SAMPEDLEY

Tri-mode pioneer
undergoes static testing
RAILOperationsGroup
No. 93001, the first of 10Class
93Bo-Bo tri-mode locomotives
built for the companyat
Stadler’s plant inValencia, Spain,
underwent static testingat
Creweduring January.
Withamaximumspeedof

110mph, it candeliveralmost
6,200horsepowerwhen
drawingenergy fromoverhead
wires,1,200hprunningon its
dieselpowerunitand540hp in
batterymodeandwillbe the first
tri-mode locomotive to runon
themain line railway in theUK.

TheHarry Needle Railway
Company (HNRC) depot at
Worksop inNottinghamshire is
being used as the base for
No. 93001,which arrived in
Britain via PortburyDocks in
June last year.
The locomotivehas

movedunder its ownpower
on theHNRCsitebutwas taken
toCreweon January8 for
static testingaspart of the
process for clearing it for
operationon thenetwork. It
was returned toWorksopon
January12.

CLASS319 SWANSONG:Originally intended to bewithdrawnby the start of
theDecember timetable, Northern Class 319Nos. 319368 and 319369managed tomake it into 2024 on
revenue-earning duties, the latterworking betweenWiganNorthWestern andManchesterVictoria on
NewYear’s Day. On January 2, No. 319368 is pictured at Earlestownwith the 15.32Manchester Airport-
Liverpool Lime Street service. It was hauled fromAllerton depot toNewport Docks alongwithNo. 319381
for scrapping on January 11. TERRY EYRES



SINGLE LINES

January 8 sawAvantiWest Coast Class 805No. 805008make its ownway fromHitachi’s plant at Newton
Aycliffe in CountyDurham toOxley depot inWolverhampton.The next deliverywasNo. 805009, seen
on January 15 at Rearsby in Leicestershire, heading towards Syston East Junction en route toOxley
from the factory’sMerchant Park Sidings. PAUL BIGGS

No. 807002, the first of the 10 seven-car Hitachi units on order from
Hitachi, was delivered under its ownpower onDecember 20. It is
seen atDarlington station prior toworking the longway round to
Oxley via Edinburgh. TONYWINWARD
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ATOTALof932photovoltaic
panelsarebeing installedat
Thameslink’sBedfordCauldwell
Walkdepot in the latestphaseof
aproject togenerateelectricity
usingroofspaceatrailwaydepots.
Theproject is themost recent

phaseof apartnershipbetween
theoperator’s parent company
GoviaThameslinkRailway (GTR)
andnot-for-profit organisation
EnergyGarden,whichhas
already led to solar cells being
installedat StreathamHill depot
inSouthLondon.

ItwillgiveCauldwellWalk
oneof thebiggest solararrays in
thearea, capableofgenerating
322megawatthoursof
electricityayear–theequivalent
topowering120typical
households for12months.
Half of theenergygenerated

will be sold toGTR fordepot
needs. EnergyGardenwill invest
profits fromthe saleof the rest
into communitydevelopment
projects.
Part ofGTR’splan for all its

energyneeds tobecarbon‘net

zero’by2050, it estimated that
the installationatCauldwell
Walk,whereClass700units are
stabledandserviced (andan
EastMidlandsRailway team
maintainsClass 360s),will
reducecarbonequivalent
emissionsbymore than66
tonnesayear.
Solarpanel installationsare

alsoplanned for thedepots at
Selhurstdepot inCroydonand
ThreeBridges inWest Sussex.

GTR’sNetZeroStrategyalso
includes the removal of the few

dieselmultipleunits inuse in
its operations through further
electrificationoruseofbattery-
poweredunits. Southern is its
onlyoperatingcompany to run
them–andeven it onlyhas
17Class171DMUs ina fleetof
233 trains, the restofwhichare
electric.Othermeasures include
replacinggasas a sourceof
depotheating, replacing fossil
fuel systemsandchangingair
conditioning systems to limit
thepotential environmental
impactof refrigerant.

Fallen tree rips
through HST cab
ASLEF Scotland said it was
continuing dialogue with
ScotRail regarding the
future of High Speed Trains
after an Aberdeen-Glasgow
service hit a fallen tree,
which ripped through the
cab of leading power car
No. 43129.

There were no injuries
to the driver or passengers
in the collision at Broughty
Ferry on December 27
during Storm Gerrit, but the
extent of the damage led to
concerns being reiterated
about the resilience of HST
cabs. Unlike more modern
cabs, those on HSTs have
no steel or aluminium
superstructure and consist
of a glass reinforced plastic
shell attached to the engine
room bulkhead and power
car underframe.

David Lister, ScotRail’s
safety, engineering and
sustainability director, said
that HSTs had“a good safety
record”and all necessary
certifications to operate. He
added that ScotRail had
already met with ASLEF to
discuss concerns and further
meetings were planned.

NewBoden facility
BODEN Rail Engineering
Ltd’s new Colwick Traction
Maintenance Depot is
understood to be fully
operational.

Located on the former
oil terminal site at Rectory
Junction near Nottingham,
the facility replaces those
previously used by Boden
alongside the Nottingham
Eastcroft depot of East
Midlands Railway.

The purpose-built two-
road shed at Colwick, which
includes overhead cranes,
will continue to provide
maintenance services for
Colas and Network Rail.

Thameslink’s Bedford depot solar
panel installation gets underway

CLASS 37Nos. 37407, 37419,
37422, 37424, 37425 and37716
were put up for sale byDirect
Rail Services in January.
Indisposingof the remaining

EEType3son itsbooks,DRS

endsa relationshipwith the
classwhichbegan in1997.
GottfriedEymer, rail

managingdirectorofDRS’s
parentorganisationNuclear
Transport Solutionsdescribed

themasa“firm favourite”with
staff andenthusiasts.
Theprevious sale round

inOctober sawNos. 37069,
37218and37423acquiredby
Europhoenix andNos. 37401

and37402 (nowbothde-
named)boughtbyLocomotive
Services andAndania
Engineering respectively, the
latter firmbeing theownerof
Class 40Andania.

Four ‘Tractors’ and spares for sale in latest DRS disposals

Alongwith
37422, 37424
and 37716, Nos.
37407, 37419 and
37425make-up
the final Class
37s to be put up
for sale byDirect
Rail Services.
They are pictured
outsideYork
HolgateWorks
onDecember 16
last year during
an evening
photoshoot in aid
ofMartinHouse
Children’s Hospice.
It followed the
completion of last
year’s railhead
treatment duties.
CHRISMILNER

LATEST AVANTI ADDITIONS ARRIVE ATOXLEY



New trains role for
Heaton depot
NORTHERN’S Heaton depot
in Newcastle is expected to
be used for servicing some
of LNER’s 10 tri-mode units,
ordered late last year
from CAF.

Anticipated to enter
service in around three years’
time, Neville Hill in Leeds
will be their base, but some
diagrams will lead to sets
being ‘on-shed’at Heaton.

Later this year, three
Class 158s currently allocated
to Neville Hill are due to
move to Heaton to augment
its complement of the
class in time for the launch
of Northumberland Line
services.

More trains for Varamis
BIRMINGHAM International-
Mossend parcels train
operator Varamis Rail has
added Class 321 Nos. 321407,
321419 and 321428 to its
fleet. The Class 321s were
converted for logistics as
part of Eversholt Rail’s now
abandoned Swift Express
Freight unit project after
prototype No. 321334, the
first unit in service with
Varamis.

SINGLE LINES

Wagon Report Compiled by Steven Fredrick Lappage

STOKEwagonworks, nowpartof
theDBCargoUKgroupbutperhaps
better knownby itsprevious identity as
Marcroft Engineering, is carryingouta
furtherprogrammetoconvertBRA/BYA
bar andcoil carriers.
Work is centredonwagons that

alreadyhavehad their three-piece
hoods removed. Furthermodification
involves cuttingdowntheend
bulkheadsandwelding inplaceeight
setsof coil-retainingextensions.
In all 40wagonshavebeen, or are

beingconverted. Recent conversions
havebeenNo. 964041,Nos. 966031/03
6/041/045/058/062/067/085/093/096/
111/118/129/136/143/149/168/181/21
6/237/238/253/254/258.
Prior to this, themajor conversion

programmecarriedout at Stokewas
theMXA‘Lobster’schemeof2015-16.
However, after aroundeight years in

traffic, themismatchbetween the
newishbodies and theirmore than
60-year-oldunderframes isbecoming
apparent.This is not surprisingas
during the rebuildingprocessmore
thanadozenwagonswere rejected
asdonorsbecauseof their poor
underframecondition.
Asa result, large-scaledisposals

havebegun, andalready scrapped
areNos. 950010/204/232/272/37
1/403/473/517/527/549/576/690
/783/888/932/963/965/968,Nos.
951017/066/157/179/192/246.
■ALSObuilt on refurbished
underframesareLoramUK’s JNA-Y
gondolaopens forNetworkRail.
Recentdeliverieshave run fromNo.
81705831172-8 toNo. 81705831198-3.
MoreMRAside-tipperdonorwagons

arrivingatDerbyRTC for conversion
havebeenNos. 501004/006/020/053/

064/066/080/113/128-131/135/
136/178-180/277-279.
■AFURTHERbatchof redundant
IIA coal/biomasswagonsarebeing
converted intoHYA‘shorty’aggregate
hoppersbyWHDavis at Langwith
Junction,Nos. 37706955225-7/235-
6/248-9/257-0/265-3/267-9/273-
7/274-5/277-8/282-8/284-4/286-
9/287-7/288-5,Nos.83706955
312-6/315-9/320-9/321-7/323-3/329-
0/330-8/331-6/342-3/343-1.
■MOSTnewcementwagons
in recent yearshavebeen JPAs
designedandbuilt byFeldbinder
Spezialfahlzeugwerke inGermany.
However, therearealso twosmaller
batchesofhigh-capacity cement
hoppersbuilt in France.Ownedby
Ermewa, theyare JGAsNos. 81707829
000-1 to053-0.
Dating from2016-21, theywere

constructed inDouai, byTitagarhAFRor
its successorMilletAFR.
Unusually for recent revenue stock,

theyhaveagrossweightof just 90
tonnes.TarmacCRHhires the fleet for
traffic fromTunstead to terminals in
SouthEast England,wheredemand for
cement remainsbuoyant.
■PRIVATEownerwagonswithdrawn
havebeen JNAaggregatebox
opensNos.VTG3248/249/253/255;
JGA limestonehoppersNos. RMC
17209/228/246andNo.RMC19242.
Disposal of redundantMHA/MPA*

‘Coalfish’spoil andballast opens
byDBCargoUKcontinues. Recent
movements to scrapyardshavebeen
Nos. 394046*/093/137*/150/179*/20
5*/259/282*/337/369/399/500/511/5
24/566/568/579/620/772/785/821/8
31/839/849*/862/913/982/986,Nos.
396116*/139*/147*/153/162.
Also nowunderway is the removal

of the septuagenarianYWA‘Salmon’
railflats from the activewagon fleet.
This follows the introduction of 260
newFEA-W intermodal flats financed
byWascosa and leased toNetwork
Rail/GBRf for infrastructure traffic. Now
deleted from stockareNos.DB996115/1
22/125/127/140/142/216/219/227/230/2
48/274/279/292/303/326/330/341/348/
349/382/387/399/402/414/418/425/426/
436/440/441/463/466/472/477/485/486/
499/525/528/539/547/571/577/590/
602/609/614/619-621/648/650/661/
663/667/669/673/852/857/877/917/927/
941/993,Nos.DB997017-019.JNA-Y‘Hawk’converted ballast openNo. 81705831083-7 stabled in Bescot EngineersYard onDecember 10, 2023.
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HAVING already sought
proposalswithin the last six
months for the provision
of battery-electricmultiple
and lowemissionsmultiple
units, Chiltern Railways has
published a further notice –
this time regarding the lease of
existing vehicles.
The latest advertisement

envisages a relatively quick
solution, allowing driver
training this year and entry into

service in early 2025.
Established rolling stock

owners are invited to
submit plans for leasing and
associatedmaintenance of
25-70 of their existing vehicles
for use on intercity and
regional ChilternMain Line
services.These could be either
multiple units or loco-hauled/
propelled stock, capable of
operating at 100miles per hour.
Chiltern expects to lease

the units or coaching rakes
plus locomotives for three
to 12 years. Among the
requirements for the stock
(further informationwill
be provided as part of the
procurement process) is that
it will facilitate fixed formation
trains of five or six passenger
vehicles and be compliant
with existing ChilternMain
Line infrastructure, including
theMark 4Train Protection

&Warning System (TPWS). It
should have a lower ambient
noise level than the existing
Class 68 andMk. 3 vehicles
and feature air conditioning,
on-board CCTV and real-time
passenger information systems.
Any diesel vehicles proposed

should be able to run onhydro-
treated vegetable oil from
the outset, to deliver lower
emissions than conventional
diesel fuel.

ReplacementChiltern
MainLinestocksought
Operator considers leasingup to70existingvehicleswith theexpectation
of thembeingavailable fordriver training later this year.

IPSWICHNAMING: ContinuingGBRailfreight’s
extension of a long railway tradition of naming locomotives after
football clubs, Class 66No. 66307 officially became Ipswich Townon
January 12 at Ipswich station. Formerly EuroCargo Rail No. 77502, the
‘Shed’was still in the process of being converted for UKuse. Pictured
alongside it are IpswichTown chairmanMikeO’Leary, GBRf chief
executive John Smith,Mediterranean Shipping Companymanaging
director Dan Everitt, lifelong Ipswich fan PhilipDrury, former Scottish
international, Ipswich player andmanager George Burley and Ipswich
Town chief executiveMarkAshton. GBRF



Newly outshopped in eye-catching Loram livery,Type 3No. 37418powers away fromDerbywith a rake of
sevennewly-converted JNAwagons in towas 6Z37, the 10.05Derby RTC toTotonNorthYard on January 25.
STEVE DONALD

POOL CODES
WBHTDBCClass66Re-geared
WBVTDBCClass66VictaHire for
shuntduties atPeakForest

LOCOMOTIVES
Allocations
20118BH/HNRL-CD/LSLO
20132BH/HNRL-CD/LSLO
37059CD/LSLO-BH/HNRL
37069KM/XSDP-LR/EPUK
37218KM-XSDP-LR/EPUK
37401KM/XSDP-CD/LSLO
37402KM/XSDP-HQ/MBDL
37423KM/XSDP-LR/EPUK
57002KM/XSDP-CD/LSLO
57303KM/XSDP-PG/GBBS
60010WQAA-WQBA
60024TO/WCAT-WQ/WQBA
60062TO/WCAT-WQ/WQBA
60066WQAA-WQBA
60074TO/WCAT-WQ/WQBA
66004WBAR-WBAT
66006WBAR-WBAT
66007WBAR-WBAT
66010WBRT-WBAT
66014WBAR-WBAT
66017WBAR-WBAT
66019WBAR-WBAT
66021WBAR-WBAT
66026WBAI-WBAT
66030WBAR-WBAT
66040WBAR-WBAT
66041WBRT-WBAT
66044WBRT-WBAT
66051WBAR-WBAT
66054WBAR-WBAT
66055WBLE-WBLT
66056WBLE-WBLT
66057WBLE-WBLT
66059WBLE-WBLT
66060WBAR-WBAT
66065WBAR-WBAT
66066WBAR-WBAT
66067WBAE-WBAT
66068WBAR-WBAT
66069WBAE-WBAT
66070WBRT-WBAT
66077WBAR-WBAT
66079WBAR-WBAT
66083WBAR-WBAT
66084WBAE-WBAT
66085WBRT-WBAT
66096WBAE-WBAT
66099WBBE-WBBT
66100WBBE-WBBT
66101WBBE-WBBT
66102WBBE-WBBT
66103WBBE-WBBT
66104WBRT-WBBT
66106WBBE-WBBT
66109WBAR-WBAT
66110WBBE-WBBT
66111WBBE-WBBT
66112WBBE-WBBT
66114WBBE-WBBT
66124WBAR-WBAT
66129WBAE-WBAT
66142WBAR-WBAT
66149WBAE-WBHT
66156WBAE-WBHT
66160WBAR-WBAT
66161WBAE-WBHT
66162WBAR-WBAT
66165WBAR-WBAT
66167WBAE-WBHT
66168WBAR-WBAT
66169WBAR-WBAT
66171WBAR-WBHT

66174WBAE-WBHT
66176WBAR-WBAT
66181WBAR-WBHT
66183WBAE-WBHT
66185WBRT-WBAT
66188WBAR-WBAT
66194WBAR-WBHT
66198WBAR-WBAT
66200WBAE-WBVT
66206WBAE-WBVT
66207WBAE-WBAT
66221WBAR-WBHT
66244WBAE-WBAT
66591LD/DFIN-FD/DHLT
67001WQBA-WQDA
67003WQBA-WQDA
67004WQBA-WQDA
67009WQBA-WQDA
67011WQBA-WQDA
67018WQBA-WQDA
67019WQBA-WQDA
67026WQBA-WQDA
67028CE/WAAC-WQ/WQBA
67030WQBA-WQDA
70009DFGI-COLO
90019WQBA-WQDA
90020WQBA-WQDA
90021WQBA-WQDA
90024WQBA-WQDA
90026WQBA-WQDA
90028WQBA-WQDA
90029WQBA-WQDA
90034WQBA-WQDA
90035WQBA-WQDA
90036WQBA-WQDA
90037WQBA-WQDA
90039WQBA-WQDA
93001-30Newly registeredHQ/
MBEL

93001MBEL-GROG

Liveries
DBCargo red:66164
Freightlinerorange:59201
GBRf:66310
Loramredandwhite:37418
ScotRail InterCity:37409

Named
37409LochAwe
66307 IpswichTown

Names removed
37401MaryQueenofScots
37423Spiritof theLakes

Renumbered
91105-91000

ForSale
37407/19/22/24/25, 37716
67001/03/04/09/11/18/19/
26/28/30

90019-21/24/26/28/29/
34-37/39

Sold
HNRC:73951/52

Exported
66529, 66955

Newly imported
77506

Tobeexported toMexico
43007, 43295,
43306/07/16/20/78

Stored/stopped locations
LeicesterLIP:37069, 37218,
37423
LongMarston:68024/32
Longport:56081
Toton:60062/74
WarringtonArpley:60024

MULTIPLE UNITS
Allocations
153330/32/60 sent fordisposal
156417NH-HT
197107/15HQ-CH
197121newlydeliveredHQ/

HLHQ
319361/66/68/70/72/81/83/85

sent fordisposal
319433/57 sent fordisposal
323212/14/20SO/EJHQ-AN/

EDHQ
331101/06/07/12NL-AN
398004/14/15newlydelivered

HQ/HLHQ
508108/14/20/31 sent for

disposal
701037/39/43HQ-WD
701526/27/28newlydelivered

HQ/HYHQ
710375HQ-WN
720102newlydeliveredHQ/

EBHQ
720509HQ-IL
730002/15/20/22HQ-BY
730046/48newlydeliveredHQ/

EJHQ
777017/22/25/28HQ-KD
777029/43/45newlydelivered

HQ/HEHQ
805010newlydeliveredHQ/

HFHQ

Liveries
AvantiWestCoast:805008/09
RedDragon:197120
SWR:444004/37/45, 450059/99,

450118, 458404

Named
800028SirPeterParker/
OliverLovell

802210HailesCastle

Names removed
323212Bromsgrove
323214WyldeGreen
323220LichfieldTrentValley

Changeofownership
321341, 321407/19/28Eversholt

toVaramisRail

Sold
GreatCentralRailway:153308

Renumbered458504-458404

Formations
180101:50901+54901+

55905+56901+59905
180102:50902+54902+

55902+56903+59902
180103:50903+54907+

55906+56902+59903
180105:50905+54905+

55901+56905+59901
458404:67604+74004+

74104+67704

Nowinpassenger traffic
180103
197107/15
701037/39/43
710375
720509
730002/15/20/22
777017/22/25/28

Stored/stopped locations
Bournemouth:458404
Crewe:197113
CreweSouthyard:175108,

507004, 508104
Eastleigh:701526/27/28
Kirkdale:777021/232/34
Landore:175005, 175101/10
LongMarston:701518/24
MoDBicester:701520/22/23/25
OldDalby:810001
Oxley:730048
Taff’sWell:398004/05/14/15
Worksop:720102
WaltonOldJunc:777029/43/45

Disposals
SimsMetals,Newport:
Arrival dates:December

18: 508120/31;December
19: 153330/32;December
20: 319366/83;December
22: 319361/70; January8:
153360; January9: 319372/85;
January11: 319368/81;
January15: 508108/14;
January24: 319433/57

HAULED
COACHING STOCK
Allocations
10593 sent fordisposal

Liveries
WelshAmbulanceService:
82226

Named:
1953Caerdydd

Formations
HD01:12225+12315+10325+
11323+12454+82226

Tobeexported toMexico
40750, 40902, 41026, 41193,
42036/52/53, 42366/73/78/80,
42408, 42585, 44017/52/72,
45002/05

Stored/stopped locations
CastleDonington:10229,
10413, 11078/95, 12021/91
EastleighWorks: 1203, 3122/40,
10416
GreatYarmouth:5919, 6046,
6173, 42408
LongMarston:TP03/04/05/
06/12
Longsight:TP02/05

Disposals
CFBooth,Rotherham:
Cutdate: January18: 12480
JWatson,MetalRecyclers,
Stafford:Arrival date:
January12: 10593

■STOCKCHANGESCORRECT
ASOF JANUARY26.
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Thenetwork’snotablemoves
RHTT
TheRHTT season along the
southern sectionof theMidland
Main Line continuedduring
DecemberwithDBClass 66
Nos. 66041+66104being
the regular pairingon the
3J91/3J92 23.17TotonTMD to
WestHampsteadThameslink
and3J93/12.01 return, being
seenonDecember 1. However,
when seenonDecember 4Nos.
66010+66085were in charge.
OnMonday, December 11Class
66Nos. 66010 and66085were
seen top-and-tailingRHTT
3J93 fromWestHampstead
Thameslink toTotonTMDas
theypassed thenewstation at
Brent CrossWest.
Class 66Nos. 66041 and

66104were observedon
anRHTT inNottinghamon
December 14.
Monday, December 4 found

RHTT3S14 fromGrimsbyTown
toYorkThrall Europaononeof
the through roads at Sheffield
station.The trainwasheaded
byClass 66No. 66847 Terry
Baker, withNo. 66849Wylam
Dilly at the rear.
TheGBRf seasonout of

Stowmarket finishedonFriday,
December 15, but during the
last fewweeks of operation,
with no lingeringovernight
frosts and autumn leaf-fall
taking longer tomaterialise, the
southernGEML route saw four
daily operations, twoovernight
and twoduring theday, so a
busyperiod for theClass 66s at
the Suffolk base.
OnDecember 6, Class 66

Nos. 66715Valour and66753
EMDRobertsRoadwerenoted
on3S60 (morning run) into
Harwich International,while
later on3S99 (afternoon call)
Nos. 66724DraxPowerStation
and66754Northampton
Saints. The followingweek,
whichproved tobe the last full
operation, sawDRS-loanees
Nos. 66430 and66432on3S60
onDecember 12 and13before
the final runonDecember 15
whenNos. 66720Wascosa and
66773PrideofGBRailfreight
were allocated to 3S60 and
in the afternoonNos. 66715
anda stalwart of theworking
throughout the threemonths,
No. 66753.
On Friday, December 15 the

RHTT3S85 fromEffingham
JunctionCHS to Effingham
JunctionCHSwas seenpassing
platform1at Barnes formed
ofMulti PurposeVehiclesNos.
DR98926 andDR98976.

AvantiWest Coast
WithAWCdiagramsbeing
redrawn in earlyDecember,
all Anglo-ScottishWCML
passenger services are now
workedbyClass 390units. One
of the last regular twinClass
221DMUworkingswas the
9S77/13.16 Euston toGlasgow,
whichon Friday, December 8
wasworkedbyNos. 221107
+221112.On the following
day 9S77wasworkedby
No. 390119 andonMonday,
December 11byNo. 390010.
On thegloomymid-winter

afternoonofWednesday,
December 20plainwhite
liveriedClass 807No. 807002,
under its ownpower, passed
through Lancaster at 14.44
heading south toOxleyDepot
inWolverhampton. Earlier,
it hadbeenmoved from
Merchant Park sidings to
Darlington (5Q91/08.16) by

Class 69No. 69008. It then ran
north to Edinburgh (12.24) then
south toCarlisle (13.44) and
Crewe (16.08) to arrive atOxley
Depot right on timeat 17.15.
Heavy floodingon the

northern sectionof theWCML
onWednesday, December 27
meant that after AWC’s 9M51
service departed fromGlasgow
Central at 08.00 for London
Euston, operatedbyClass 390
No. 390117, thenext direct
AWCLondon-bound service
fromGlasgowwasn't until
the followingdaywhen1M06
departed at 05.33workedby
No. 390135.

LNER
OnMonday, December 18
Class 91No. 91119, in InterCity
Swallow livery,was seen
leavingKing’s Cross stationon
the 1D17/14.03 to Leeds.

GreatWestern Railway
The1F07/07.28 fromCardiff
Central to Portsmouth
Harbour onDecember 13,
formed initially of Class 165
Nos. 165132 and165102, and
Class 166No. 166220,was

delayedby27minutes leaving
BristolTempleMeads,where
the twoClass 165unitswere
detached. Further delayswere
accumulateduntil the service
was terminated at Fratton at
11.33, 50minutes late.
The return toCardiff, 1F16

started fromFratton seven
minutes late but some timewas
madeup, arriving atWestbury
threeminutes late at 13.14.

Greater Anglia
The followingAventra Class
720s havebeennotedon the
Harwichbranch: No. 720108on
December 11, No. 720524on
December 20, No. 720133on
December 23 and28 andNo.
720571on January 3.

Scotrail
Severeweather has affected
ScotRail onnumerous
occasions of late. Following
the issueof aMetOffice yellow
warning for heavy rain on
Thursday, December 7Network
Rail imposedblanket speed
restrictions in largeparts
of Scotland.These covered
services betweenEdinburgh

90 FEBRUARY 2024 • The Railway Magazine

operations news Compiled by Ashley Butlin



Below: LNER‘Azuma’No. 800108 forms the 1E13/07.55 Inverness to
King’s Cross at Blackford, Perth and Kinross, on January 18 with Ben
Vorlich and Stuc a’Chroin mountains in the background. JOHN CUMMING

Waverley/GlasgowQueen
Street and Inverness, and
betweenGlasgowQueenStreet
andOban/Mallaig. Emergency
timetables, as used inprevious
similar floodwarnings,were
put intoplace.
StormPia struck Scotlandon

Wednesday, December 20 and
brought continual rain and very
highwind speedswithgusts of
80mphbeing recordedon the
mainland.
ScotRail serviceswere

amendedon several routes due
to ablanket speed restriction
and these included services
betweenGlasgowQueenStreet
toMallaig, Oban and Inverness,
and services between Inverness
andWick, Kyle of Lochalsh,
Lairg, Ardgay, Aberdeen, and
Edinburgh.
The ScotRail situationwas

not helpedby anearlymorning
train failure atHyndlandwhich
causedmajor disruption
to central belt services.The
blanket speed restrictions
also affectedother operators,
withAvantiWest Coast trains
observedpassingThankerton
in the regionof 50mph.Trains
fromGlasgowCentral to
Englandwere in the regionof
35minutes late upon reaching
Carstairs. Further problems

were causedby theup line
beingblockedbetweenPenrith
andOxenholmeas anobject
was caught on theoverhead
wires.
TPEwas terminating its

Manchester to Edinburgh
services at Carlisle. Being the
sole provider of services at
Lockerbie, this causedmajor
issues for the regular rail users
travelling from there.
Whileworkingbetween

Dundee andGlasgow,HST
power carNo. 43129 crashed
into a fallen tree at Broughty
Ferry onWednesday, December
27, resulting inwhatwas
described as“horrendous”
damage to thedriver’s cab
and severe delays on the line.
Thankfully, thedriverwas
not physically injuredbut
clearly very shocked. It came
as a combinationof severe
weather, signalling faults and
overrunning engineering
workswhichhad sparked
travel chaos across Britain.The
accident again raised the crash
worthiness of theHSTpower
cars.
Saturday January 6, saw the

5H70/06.52Corkerhill CSMD
toWolvertonWorksworked
byClass 156No. 156456 for
overhaul.

Northern Rail
Three-carClassNo. 150002
was seenatWombwell station
forming the2B46/08.35 from
Sheffield toHuddersfieldon
Tuesday,December5.
Northernhas, amongst some

people, apoor reputation for
reliability.However, personal
experienceover the last yearby
oneofour regular contributors
has found fewNorthern services
cancelledand timekeeping,
althoughnotperfect, generally
acceptable.
That said, duringDecember

twoservices thatwouldhave
beenusedwere cancelled.
OnTuesday,December5 the
2B64/17.34 fromSheffield to
Huddersfield,was cancelled,
according toRealtimeTrains
“due toan issuewith the train
crew”.The the followingday, the
2B07/08.07 fromHuddersfield
toSheffield,was cancelled,
withRealtimeTrainsgiving
the reasonas“latearrival of an
inboundservice”. It is possible
theunderlying reasonwhyboth
these serviceswere cancelled
was industrial actionbyASLEF.
With theClass319sdue to

be takenoutof trafficby the
closeof 2023, the following
observationswere received,
includingonTuesday,December

19No. 319372 in thebay
platform–number3–atWigan
NorthWesternon theway south
at09.47.Onarrival at Liverpool
LimeStreet,No. 319385had
arrivedon the09.24Wigan
NorthWestern toLimeStreet
train. It then left LimeStreet
heading toAllertonDepot.
Later in theday,No. 319372
hadmoved toSpringsBranch
depot,whileNo. 319369 formed
the16.45 stopping train from
Liverpool LimeStreet toWigan
NorthWestern.
The final useof theClass

occurredon January2whenNo.
319368worked the2C31/20.52
WiganNorthWestern to
Liverpool LimeStreet.Disposals
toSimsMetals,Newport are
takingplaceona regularbasis
andcanbe seenbelow.
Therewas some less than

impressive running reportedon
December28 fromNorthernRail
involving the10.05Southport
toManchesterOxfordRoad
service formedwithhybrid
unitNo. 769424. It hadarrived
at Southportwell aheadof
departure time,but the train
left 10minutes late for some

unknownreasonand lostmore
timeen-route toWiganWallgate
where it left 17minutes late
andarrivedatManchester
OxfordRoad16minutesbehind
schedule.

TransPennine Express
The firstTransPennineExpress
service to stopat thenewly
openedEast Linton station took
placeonDecember13when
ScottishTransportMinister
FionaHyslop formallyopened
thenewEast Linton station,
markingcompletionof the
latest investment inScotland’s
Railway.
The£15mstation reconnects

East Linton to thenational rail
network for the first time in
almost sixdecades.TheMinister
was joinedon theplatformby
guests including representatives
fromthe rail industry, East
LothianCouncil, RAGES (Rail
ActionGroupEastof Scotland)
and the local community to
unveil aplaque tomark the
openingof thenewstation. In
connectionwith theopening,
TPEnamedClass802No.
802210HailesCastle.

The Railway Magazine • FEBRUARY 2024 91



A line-up of‘47s’and‘57s’outside theGBRf shed at UKRL’s Leicester
depot onDecember 29,withNos. 47749 and 47739heading the row
on the left, andNos. 47727, 57306, 57310 and 57305 on the right.
MARTINTURNER

LEFT:Oneof thiswinter’s series
of storms, StormHenk, blew
the roof off the footbridge at
Okehampton station around
midday on January 2, 2024 as
No. 150247was on the branch
with the 11.32 fromExeter
Central. TheDMUwas stopped
before reaching the station and
givenpermission to proceed to
the east end of the platform so
that passengers could exit via
the front set of doors. The service
was then cancelled until the
followingday,whenNo. 150221
is pictured under the damaged
footbridgewith the 14.26 to
Exeter Central.DWVHUNT

Therewas a prestigiousworking for DBC’s No. 66192 on January 9,
albeit as empty stock,when itwas rostered to take the RoyalTrain
fromCrewe toWolverton – seenpassingHeamies Farm, north of
Stafford. BRAD JOYCE

Hull Trains
OnDecember3HullTrains
servicesweredivertedvia the
MidlandMainLine. Class 802
No. 802304WilliamWilberforce
worked the1A91/08.30
Hull-LondonStPancras
and1H03/12.30LondonSt
Pancras-Hull, andNo. 802302
JeanBishop(TheBeeLady)on
the1A94/14.12Hull-LondonSt
Pancrasand1H06/18.50London
StPancras-Hull. HullTrainswere
backon theMMLonDecember
24whenNo. 802302worked
the1A91/08.30Hull-LondonSt
Pancrasand1H03/12.30London
StPancras-Hull.

Grand Central
Class180No. 180103has
finally resumedservice.A
correspondent rode it from
WakefieldKirkgate toMirfield
on January2on the16.27King’s
Cross toBradford, it having
gone south in themorning. It is
now formed: 50903+54907+
55906+56902+59903meaning
other setshavebeen reformed
(seeStockUpdate for revised
formations).

Transport forWales
IPEXConsultinghasannounced
the successful acceptanceof
the first of 36Stadlerbuilt Class
398Citylink tram-trains atTaff’s
Well depot, RhonddaCynon
Taf.Theachievementmarks the
thirdStadler fleet acceptedby

Transport forWales following
on fromtheoperational
Class 231units and theongoing
acceptanceof theClass756.

Designed for theSouthWales
metro, theClass398 fleetwill
beusedon rail and tramway
networks inandaroundCardiff.
As technical advisors to the
owners, SMBCLeasing (UK)
LimitedandEquitix, IPEXworks
closelywith theTransport for
Wales andStadlerproject teams.

Merseyrail
MovementsofnewClass
777unitshave included
No. 777022being top-and-
tailed fromWembley to
WaltonOld Junctionon
December7byRailAdventure
Class43Nos. 43465+43484
and43480+43468.A similar
move followedonDecember18
withRailAdventuremoving
Nos. 777032+777034north
fromWembley.Thepairwere
moved toKirkdaleon January
9-10byNos. 43468+43480and
20142+20007.

WestMidlands Railway
MovementsofClass 730units
continue toattract attention
fromour correspondents,
includingNo. 730027being
moved fromDerby toOxley
byClass37Nos. 37901+37601
onDecember12.No.
37601was inuseagainon
December14 tomoveNos.

730004+730045 fromDerby
toOxley followedby takingNo.
730103 (730203)back to the
FalconWorks, Loughborough.
AmoveonDecember29had
Class37No. 37800 takeNos.
730021+730006 fromBletchley
toSoho.

FurtherClass 730shave
entered trafficworking inand
outof EustonwithNo. 730015
on January2and730020on
January8.

Thameslink Railway
BrentCrossWest stationopened
onSunday,December10with
the first traindue justbefore
07.00metbycrowdsof railway
enthusiastswhohadgathered
for its arrival.

The first servicebooked
tocall at thenewstation
was the9M02/06.33 from
StPancras International to
Luton, scheduled to stopat
06.47.However, the train left St
Pancras32minutes late, adelay
which remained throughout the
journey,meaning theactual first
serviceatBrentCrossWestwas,
according toRealtimeTrains, the
9M03/06.24 fromLuton toSt
Pancras International, scheduled
to stopat06.58, but running20
minutes late.Anofficial opening
tookplace later in theday.

Acorrespondentmadea
personal first journey to the
newstation the followingday,
arrivingon the9O36/12.19

Sutton toStAlbans,whichwas
joinedatWimbledonandwas
formedofClass 70No. 700034.

After thebriefest ofwaits it
provedpossible tophotograph
No. 700024 forming the
9O45/13.22 fromStAlbans to
Sutton stoppingbyplatform1
at thenewstation. BrentCross
West station is a substantial
structure,with two island
platforms, althoughall regular
scheduled servicesuse
platforms1and2on the island
between the slow lines.

Access to the islandbetween
the fast lineswas closedat
the timeof thevisit.Themain
featureof thenewstation is the
substantial footbridge,which
notonlygives access to the
platforms,but also links the
twopartsofBrentCross,which
traditionallyhadbeencut in two
by theMidlandMainLine.

In addition to the stairs
leadingover the footbridge
thereare lifts andescalators
and itwas somewhat surprising
that, ononly the secondday the
stationwasopen, someof these
lifts andescalatorswerealready
outof service.

South EasternTrains
OnSunday,December17
Southeastern serviceswhich
wouldnormallyhave
terminatedatVictoria, ran
instead toCannonStreet
orBlackfriars. A journey

wasmadeon the2D55/19
24 fromOrpington to
Blackfriars,whichwas joined
atBromleySouthandand
was formedofNetworker
Nos. 465183+465042.This
terminatedatplatform4at
Blackfriars.

Southern Railways
The15.16Victoria to
Littlehampton ranas single
unitNo. 377432 throughouton
December20due toa shortage
of traincrew.Onarrival at
Littlehampton the17.13 return
was cancelledandberthed
tobecomethe rearportionof
the21.13 toVictoria.Theother
unit,No. 377436,worked the
19.16Victoria toLittlehampton
again runningasa singleunit
whichwas full and standing
ondepartureandonarrival at
Littlehamptonattached to
No. 377432andat21.13 ran
withbookedstock toLondon.

The17.33ex-London
Bridge toLittlehampton ran
onDecember22 formedof
Nos. 387210+387222+387226
insteadof thenormal eight
carriages. It later formed the
19.50ECSmove toBrighton
Depot.

January3-4werenotgood
days forNetworkRail due to
signallingproblems, especially
in theHilseaarea. Brighton
toPortsmouth serviceswere
diverted intoBognorRegiswhile
Littlehampton toPortsmouth
were terminatedatHavant.Only
theBrighton toSouthampton,
andLondon toSouthampton
were running through.The
services fromLondon toBognor
Regis allwentdirect toBognor
Regiswithnoattachments/
detachments atHorsham.

Furtherproblemscausedby
the signalling fault followed,
this timeat Lancingon January
4with the08.43Littlehampton
toLondondivertedviaHorsham
callingall stations toGatwick.
The07.29Victoria toBrighton
formedofNos. 387222+387208
wereused to formthe08.56
Brighton toEastbourneasNo.
387211, theoriginal unit, failed
in thedepot.

Followingonwith the
signallingproblemsat Lancing
the10.14ECSmove from
Eastbourne toLittlehampton
onarrival formed the12.13
toLondon formedofNos.
377110+377118as theoriginal
stock10.16ex-Victoriaunits
Nos. 377135+377403was
running some26minutes
behind schedulewith that stock
berthedand thenused for the
13.43 toLondonVictoria.

SouthWestern Railway
Operatingas service5X73 from
WembleyReceptionSidings
toBournemouthDepoton
December13,Class 56No.
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GBRf‘Grid’No. 56098 was hired to Colas in the second week of January and was allocated to log train workings between Carlisle and Chirk
(6J37 out and 6C37 return empties). On January 9, the loco is seen leading classmate No. 56049 on the 12.52 Carlisle-Chirk at Blea Moor, but a
reported traction motor flashover three days later saw the loan come to a premature end. STEVE SIENKIEWICZ

56081, followed by two barrier
coaches and Class 458 No.
458424 and two more Arlington
Fleet Services barrier coaches,
passed Southampton Central
at 11.00.The whole consist was
tailed by Class 69 No. 69008.

A journey was made on
Wednesday, December 20
by a correspondent from
Richmond to Staines on the
2U23/10.03 from London
Waterloo toWindsor & Eton
Riverside, which was formed
of Nos. 455868+455859.This
would have been unremarkable
except that since the signalling
was replaced Class 455s have
been unable to call at the short
Down platform at Datchet.
Consequently, throughout
the journey the guard made
announcements the train would
not be calling at Datchet and
passengers for Datchet should
change at Staines and get the
nextWindsor train, which was
30 minutes later.

The new Class 701s continue
to attract much attention from
our correspondents with new
ones being delivered from
Derby to Eastleigh, others
going to store at Bicester
and Long Marston, while
others continue on test runs.
Movements reported include
Nos. 701520+701522 being
moved by Class 47 No. 47749
on December 20, followed
by the Class 47 moving Nos.
701518+701524 from Eastleigh
to Long Marston on January 4.

New No. 701527 was
delivered from Derby to
Eastleigh on January 9 by Class
69 No. 69010.The following
day the Class 69 took Nos.
701523+701525 from Eastleigh
to Bicester.

Finally, onTuesday, January 9
No. 701037 entered traffic on
the 2U91Waterloo toWindsor
& Eton Riverside and back,
with No. 701039 on the same
diagram the following day.

Charter Trains
After arriving in Oxford from
Crewe (5Z42) LSL’s Blue Pullman
Class 43 Nos. 43047+43055
worked a 1Z43/05.40 361 mile
journey via Shap to Edinburgh
on Saturday, December 9. Later
this formation returned to
Oxford from Edinburgh at 16.19
(1Z44).

The Midland Pullman ran
from Holyhead to Edinburgh
and back on December 19.
Leaving Holyhead at 06.05,
it was two minutes early at
Llandudno Junction but left
there 103 minutes late for an
unknown reason. It did make
up some time and arrived at
Edinburgh around 35 minutes
late.

Returning for its third year of
merriment, the Steam Dreams
‘Santa Steam Express’trips

offered families a chance to
meet Father Christmas and
his helpers on a steam train
departing from and returning
to LondonVictoria.The extra
special journeys were scheduled
to depart four times a day on
Friday, December 15, Monday,
December 18, andThursday,
December 21.‘Black Five’
No. 45231TheSherwoodForester
was seen on December 15
between Barnes and Putney
at the head of the 09.26 from
LondonVictoria to London
Victoria, with a reversal at
Willesden No. 7. Class 47 No.
D1924 (47810)CreweDiesel
Depotwas at the rear of the
train.

There had been a locomotive
change on December 18 when
‘West Country’No. 34046
Brauntonwas seen bringing
empty stock from Battersea loop
alongside platform 7 atVictoria.
No. D1924 was again at the rear
of the train.

DBCargo
Class 60 No. 60074 Luke in Puma
Energy livery was hauling the
empty steel to Boston (6E01
Wolverhampton to Boston and
6E02Toton to Boston) and the
loaded steel from Boston from
November 13 to 22. Class 66s
have been hauling them since,
including Nos. 66013, 66023
in blue livery with‘Celebrating
the King’s Coronation’slogan,
66065 and 66127. Class 60 No.
60074 Luke inPumaEnergy livery
hauled 6E02Toton to Boston
empty steel on December 11
and January 5 and 8, and it
hauled 6E01Wolverhampton
to Boston empty steel on
January 3, 9 and 10.

Class 60 No. 60062Sonia
in Steel on Steel flame livery
hauled 6E02Toton to Boston
empty steel on December 20.

The overnight Humber
Refinery to Kingsbury loaded
tanks, 6M35, was diverted via

Scunthorpe and Derby from
December 5 to 8. Class 66s Nos.
66059 and 66207 hauled its
return, the 6E54 Kingsbury to
Humber Refinery empty tanks,
on December 6.

Class 66 No. 66207 hauled
6E54 Kingsbury to Humber
Refinery empty tanks on
December 11-13. No. 66171
hauled them on December 18;
No.66100Remembrance100
on December 19 and 20; 66030
on December 22; No. 66128 on
December 28; and No. 66074 on
January 8. Class 66 No. 66100
hauled 6M00 Humber Refinery
to Kingsbury loaded tanks on
December 28.

Class 66s Nos. 66055Alain
Thauvette, 66059, 66060, 66061,
66096, 66128, 66172, 66197
and 66207 have been observed
hauling 6E54 Kingsbury to
Humber Refinery empty tanks
and 6M00 Humber Refinery to
Kingsbury loaded tanks since
November 13.

The regular scrap moves
between CardiffTidal and
Sunderland saw No. 66005
on the diagram on December
7 followed by No. 66009 on
December 12. It was No. 66009
in use again on December 19
returning toTeesYard where
No. 66041 took over for the
return to Cardiff.

Two days later, No. 66041
worked the complete diagram.
Unusually on December 21
No. 66170 hauled a CardiffTidal-
EMR Kingsbury-Tidal diagram,
the first time DB Cargo had been
at Kingsbury for a number of
years.

OnWednesday, December 14,
and again on the next day,
Royal Mail liveried Class 325
No. 325001 ran empty from
Crewe (5C19/08.48) to Carlisle
and back (5K23/12.54).

Freightliner
The 09.11Westbury to Crawley
NewYard has produced a variety

of unusually liveried Class 59s
during December with the
following observed: December
11 and 21 No. 59102Village
ofChantry; December 13 No.
59001YeomanEndeavour;
December 14 and 15 No. 59206
JohnFYeomanRailPioneer; and
December 18 No. 59005Kenneth
JPainter.

Theserviceranforthefirsttime
in2024withNo.59204providing
thepoweronJanuary5,being
notedpassingBarnhamandlater
seeninCrawleyNewYardparked
while the wagons were being
unloaded.

DRS
The 4S43/08.25 Daventry IRFT
to Mossend Euroterminal
onThursday, December 7,
hauled by Class 88 No. 88002
came to a stand just south of
Beattock Summit. Assistance
was required, and Class 68 No.
68008 was observed passing
Thankerton when running
between Mossend and Beattock
Summit.The rescued service
4S43 was observed 122 minutes
late passing Beattock Summit.

The incident had a knock-on
effect on other services with the
1S46/10.04 Manchester Airport
to Edinburgh 145 minutes late
passing Beattock Summit and
according to RealTimeTrains
was terminated at Carstairs.The
1S48/09.30 Euston to Glasgow
Central was 116 minutes late
passing Beattock Summit,
while the 1S51/12.03 Preston
to Glasgow Central was held at
Lockerbie and was 94 minutes
late.

Likewise, the 9S54/08.40
Euston to Edinburgh was held
south of Lockerbie passing there
114 minutes late. In addition,
the 6S36/11.38 Dalston Oil
Terminal to Grangemouth
hauled by Class 70 No. 70813
was about 90 minutes late
having been held in Lockerbie
Down Loop.

Class 66 No. 66423 and silver
liveried Class 68 No. 68010 ran as
a light engine duo from Carlisle
(0Z10/07.12) to Crewe on Friday,
December 8.

TPE liveried Class 68s Nos.
68019Brutus+68020Reliance
pulled two white FNA flask
vehiclesonSaturday,December9
from Sellafield (6K73/08.21) via
Ulverston to Crewe.

When running as a light
engine duo, with both
engines working, Class 68 Nos.
68016+68033 were held on the
up through line at Lancaster
station at 14.06 on Friday,
December 15 to allow AWC
Class 390 No. 390126 working
the Glasgow (9M55/11.56)
to London Euston to call at
Platform 4 and then take the
mainline ahead of the two Class
68s.

GBRF
Class 69s Nos. 69001Mayflower
and 69009 in green undercoat
have been hauling 6X55
Beeston Sidings toToton North
Yard Civil Engineer train from
November 22.

Coal trains from Immingham
to Ratcliffe Power Station started
running around November
16. Class 66 No. 66780The
CemexExpresshauled 6M81
Immingham HIT to Ratcliffe coal
via Nottingham from November
20 to 29 and No. 66745 hauled it
on December 5.

Even though the new
December 2023 timetable
shows the existing intermodal
arrivals into Harwich Parkeston
Quay yard from Doncaster
andTinsley, and indeed a
new diagram from Hams
Hall, since the opening of
the GBRf intermodal sidings
at Peterborough in early
November, the weekend
stopover arrivals have ceased.
The exception is a 4A28
movement from Felixstowe Port
late on the Saturday evening,
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‘Hastings’DEMU No. 1001 calls at Crowhurst on January 6 to pick up passengers for the‘Surrey Hills Surprise’railtour from Hastings to Hayes,
Blackfriars and Guildford. CHRIS LIVINGS

whichon the followingMonday
becomes the4M2211.30
ParkestonQuay-TraffordPark
diagram.
OnDecember2 itwas

No. 66702BlueLightning;
December9No. 66303;
December16No. 66749
ChristopherHopcroftMBE60Years
RailwayService;December23No.
66736WolverhamptonWanderers
(onRTTandother third-party
sites itwas listedasNo.66762
butavisit to theyardonBoxing
Dayconfirmedotherwise); and
onJanuary2 itwasNo.66715.
TheHarwichRefinery-North

Walshamand returndiagram
sawNo.66703DoncasterPSB
1981-2002provide themotive
power, after arriving from
PeterboroughMPDon0L41, on
December6and7.
The followingweekon

December13and14 itwas
No. 66730Whitemoor in the
role, although its return run
wasanhour later thannormal
because the light enginemove
from IpswichReceptionSidings
in themorningofDecember14
wasdelayeden-route toNorth
Walshambecauseof a trespass
incidentbetweenStowmarket
andNorwich.
TheweekbeforeChristmas

sawNo. 66711Sencearriveon
Monday from Ipswich, and it
performedadouble run that
weekonDecember18-19
and20-21andexited
HarwichParkestonQuay
yardmid-eveningon0E06 to
PeterboroughMPD.Between
ChristmasandNewYear there
wasnotrafficbutcomeJanuary3
No. 66777Annettemoved round

fromFelixstowePort to take
6P41out returning thenext
day. It didnot take thenormal
exit routebutwaiteduntil
January5 towork4Z03/08.53 to
PeterboroughNorthYard.
It returned from

Peterborough later in the
dayas4Z04,before then
going light engineback to
Peterborough, theassumption
being that condensate
tank(s) neededattention
atWabtec’s Peterborough
depot.The servicingused to
beaccomplished inHarwich
ParkestonQuayyardunder a
scaffoldingderrick–which still
exists in anoffshoot siding–but
several yearshavepassed since
itwasused.
Cement-carrying trains

betweenClitheroeand
Carlislenormally runvia Settle.
However, onWednesday,
December6 the service ran
via Shap.Havingarrivedat
Clitheroevia Shap fromCarlisle
at 14.17, Class 66No. 66711
returnedon the same115mile
route (6Z00/16.40)pulling five
CastleCementbrandedvehicles.
Scrapmetal trains reported

includedClass66No. 66712on
aSmallHeathyard toSwindon,
then loadedback toLiverpool
onDecember7.The same
locomotivewas inuseagainon
December13onaLiverpool-
Saltley-Liverpooldiagram, and
onDecember15onaLiverpool-
Swindon-Liverpool turn. Itwas
backonaLiverpool-Saltley-
LiverpooldiagramonDecember
29and toSaltleyandbackon
January3.
MoDtraffic reported

includedClass66No. 66738
pullinga short trainmadeup
of four containersonFriday,
December8 fromLongtown
MoD(3F05/12.16) toKineton.
Threedays later, itworked from
Bicesterback toKineton.
The followingday it

worked stock fromKineton to
Marchwoodand through to
SouthamptonDocks.Working
in theoppositedirectionon
December13, itwent from
SouthamptonDocks to
Marchwood then toKinetonand
finallynorth toGlenDouglas.
OnThursday,December21

GBRfClass 66No. 66738pulled
four round-toppedcontainers
and10 small-sizedcontainers
fromLongtownMoD
(3F02/12.42) toKineton
MoD.Achangeofpoweron
January5 foundNo. 66743
workaKineton-Ditton-Kineton
diagram.
Class 69No. 69009 ingreen

undercoatwashauling6X55
BeestonSidings toTotonNorth
Yardcivil engineer trainon
December12.
Class 66No. 66784The

Keighley&WorthValleyRailway
50thAnniversary1968-2018
hauled6M81 Immingham
Humber InternationalTerminal
toRatcliffe coal viaNottingham
onDecember14,No. 66782
hauled it onDecember28, and
No. 66750BristolPanelSignal
Boxon January6.
Class 57 locomotivesNos.

57305, 57306HerMajesty’s
Railway Inspectorate175and
57310PrideofCumbriawere
observedat Leicesterdepoton
December23.

Class 66No. 66708Glory to
Ukrainehauled4M23Felixstowe
North toHamsHall containers
throughLeicester onDecember
23. Class 66No. 66781Darius
Cheskinhauled4M23Felixstowe
North toHamsHall containers,
No. 66735PeterboroughUnited
hauled4L04BirchCoppice to
FelixstoweNorth containers,
andNo. 66722 Sir Edward
Watkinhauled4M29Felixstowe
North toBirchCoppice
containers throughLeicester on
January 5.
Container loadingson the

daytimeHamsHall toMossend
(4S57) service still continue to
be light.OnFriday,December
22 service 4S57, pulledbyClass
66No. 66710 conveyed just
twoTescobrandedcontainers.
On the followingday this same
service, pulledby the same
Class 66 loco, didnot carry a
single container.
OnWednesday,December 20

Class 69No. 69004, ingrubby
blueand red livery,was seen
passingStaines stationon the
6Y48 fromEastleighEast yard to
Hoo Junctionupyard, the train
consistedof just twoempty FEA
container flats.
StormHenkon January

2 causedmajor flooding.
Thoughpassenger trains
ran throughBarnetby, no
freight trainsworked through
on January 3andmost of
January 4.Themajority of
freight trains on January 3
were cancelledat the request
of the freight operator but
onedidnot rundue to severe
flooding.A light engine ran
fromLeedsBalmRoad to

ImminghamDockNordic
(0D66) on January 3butmay
haveused theGrimsbyDistrict
Line to reach Immingham.
Freight trains resumed running
normally throughBarnetbyon
themorningof January 5.

Colas Rail
Class 56No. 56301hauled the
BurtononTrent toChaddesden
empty spoil train onNovember
13. Class 60No. 60055 Thomas
Barnardohauled theActon
Yard toBurtononTrent spoil
train and theBurtononTrent to
Chaddesden train onNovember
22, andNo. 60029BenNevis
hauled themonNovember 29.
Class 56Nos. 56091Driver

WayneGaskell and56301
hauled thePeak Forest Cemex
toChaddesden loaded stone
train onNovember 27.No.
56301hauled theChaddesden
toBrandon loaded stone train
onNovember 28.
Class 70Nos. 70806, 70807

and70816havebeenobserved
atNottinghamon6M57
LindseyRefinery toKingsbury
loaded tanks fromNovember13.
Runningvia Stafford and

ShaponSundayDecember 10
the6C37/10.09 fromChirk to
Carlisle,withColas Rail Class
70No. 70817pulling21empty
logwagons, passed through
Lancasterdeadon timeat15.34.
TheCarlisle toChirk‘runs-as-

required’loaded log train (6J37)
normally operates via Settle
toPreston, but onWednesday,
January 3 service 6J37 ran
south via Shap toPrestonbeing
double-headedbyColas Rail
Class 56No56049Robinof
Templecombe andNo.56113.
Class 70No. 70810hasbeen

observedatNottinghamon
6M57LindseyRefinery to
Kingsbury loaded tankson
December 13, 15, 20, 21 and
23. Class 70No. 70815, running
37minutes early, onSunday
December 31, andNo. 70816
onDecember 28and29and
January 5, 6 and10.
OnFriday,December 15Class

56sNo.56094+56113double-
headeda set of 'LandRecovery'
brandedgrey JNAboxwagons
fromona6M39/12.44Carlisle
to Longport.
Class 70No. 70804hauled

6Z46Kingsbury to Lindsey
Refinery empty tankson
December 15about six hours
later than6E46,whichhadbeen
cancelleddue to apoints failure
at Kingsbury.
Class 37Nos. 37057Barbara

Arbon, 37175and37254Cardiff
Castle ran light fromDerbyRTC
toNottinghamEastcroft on
December 23.
Class 56No.56051 Survival

ran light onTuesday, January 2
fromCarlisle (0Z56/13.46) to
Crewe.
Colas RailTamperunit
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Freightliner’s No. 70020pauses at Nuneaton for a crew change
on January 4while heading an intermodal fromFelixstowe to
Birmingham. ANDYMASON

Apanning shot of Europhoenix‘Slug’No. 37901Mirrlees Pioneer
as it passesWilmorton, Derby,while running light engine as the
0R57/12.26 Castle Donington toDerby on January 19. STEVE DONALD

AproblemwithNetwork Rail Type 3No. 97303DaveBerrywhileworking the Cambrian Line log train onDecember 30 saw the eastbound
working halted atWelshpool so that the loco could be removed to the civil engineer’s siding by the second train locoNo. 97304 JohnTiley. The
shunt is pictured in progresswith the loco train stabled in platform1. No. 97304 then took the train solo to Shrewsbury.VIC SMITH

No.DR73930wasmoved
onTuesday, January 2 from
Coventry (6J01/07.43) to
Carlisle. En route this unitwas
held at platform3at Lancaster
at 12.45 to allowColas Rail
Class 43Nos. 43272+43357
top-and-tail a set of yellow
NetworkRail track inspection
coaches (1Q18/10.10) from
Derby toovertakeusing the
down through lineheading for
Edinburgh.On the following
day this same formation
ran fromSlatefordDepot in
Edinburgh (1Q18/05.40) south
toCrewe.

DC Rail
Class 60No. 60055 Thomas
Barnardodominated the
Chaddesden, Peak Forest
Cemex, Brandon, King’s Lynn,
MiddletonTowers, Ravenhead,
Chaddesden circuit until
November 26.The trains
of 18boxwagons convey
stone fromPeak Forest to
Brandon, sometimesdirect and
sometimes viaChaddesden,
and sand fromMiddleton
Towers toRavenhead.
No. 60029Ben Nevishauled

the sand trainDecember
1-2 andNo. 60046William
Wilberforcehauled itDecember
8-9.No. 60029wasobservedat
Leicester LIP onDecember 9.
AWillesden-Chessington
South-Willesden stone trainon
December 7wasworkedby
No. 60046.
Class 60No. 60029hauled

6Z46Chaddesden toBurton
onTrent loaded spoil train and
6Z48back toChaddesdenon
December 13.
No. 60029wasobservedat

Nottinghamhauling6Z82Peak
Forest toBrandon stone trainon
December14andDecember21,
andat Leicester hauling6M89
MiddletonTowers toRavenhead
sand trainonDecember 23.
Class 60No. 60055

Thomas Barnardowas seen
atChesterfieldhauling6Z82
Peak Forest toBrandon stone
trainon January 4. Itwas
held atMansfield Junction,
Nottingham for over two
hours.Therewas a signalling
fault atNottinghamEast. It
wasobservedat Leicester and
Narboroughhauling6M89
MiddletonTowers toRavenhead
sand trainon January 6.
OnWednesday,December 20

Class 60No. 60028, inCappagh
blue livery,was seenpassing
platform13at Reading station
on the6Z52 fromTytherington
toQuaintonRailhead.
Class 60No. 60028and

Class 56No. 56301were seen
at Leicester depot onDecember
23.
Class 56No. 56301hauled

6Z56Chaddesden toActon
emptyboxwagonson
January 9.

Rail Operations Group
(ROG)
Class 37No. 37901moveda
rakeof coaching stockNos.
10229+11078+11095+
10413+12021+12091 from
GreatYarmouth toCreweon
January 5 in readiness for
testingwithnewClass 93No.
93001.TheClass 93was itself
moved fromWorksop toCrewe
on January 8, alsobyClass 37
No. 37901, in readiness for
testing reportedlybetween
CreweandCarlisle.
In theevent, theClass 93

was returned toWorksopon
January 12by theClass 37.

West Coast Railway Co.
ReportedonWednesday,
December 6was the running
of 0Z61/09.00Carnforth
Steamtown toPerthwithClass
37No. 37518 leading37685as
theypassedThankerton. It is
understood thatNo. 37685was
depositedat JoppaStraight
beforeNo. 37518 continued
solo toPerth.
WCR’s Class 47sNos.

47804+47826double-headed
a rakeof Pullmanandmaroon
Mk.1 coaches ECSonThursday,

December 7ona5V42/12.57
fromCarnforth to Southall.

SimsMetals, Newport
Theendof the yearwasbusy at
Newportwith regular deliveries
of Class 319and508units.On
December11Class37No.37800
deliveredNos. 508103+508136
fromBirkenhead, followed two
days laterwhen it broughtNos.
319367+319384 south from
Allerton.
Itwas inuse againon

December 18bringing
Nos. 508120+508131 from
Birkenheadandagain, twodays
laterNos. 319366+319383 from
Allerton. Between these two
runs, onDecember 19Class 153
Nos. 153330+153332arrived
fromLongMarstonby road.
A furtherdelivery fromAllerton
onDecember 22hadNo.
37800again,movingNos.
319370+319361.No. 153360
wasdeliveredby road from
LongMarstonon January 8.
Rail deliveries continuedon
January 9withClass 37No.
37800again inuse tobringNos.
319372+319385 south followed
byNos. 319368+319381on
January 11.

Loram
Themonthly Engineers’
train visit downtheHarwich
branch, the1Q97FermePark
toClacton-on-Sea,was in the
handsofClass 37Nos. 37219
Jonty Jarvis 8-12-1998 to 18-3-
2005and37254Cardiff Canton
onDecember6.The following
monthon January3 the two
ColasRail Class 37swere
No. 37254againwith this time
No. 37057Barbara Arbon,
the first time that the latter
locomotivehasbeendown
toHarwichTownterminus
since2019when it sportedan
all-green liverybutnowhas the
yellow/orange/blackofColasRail.
TheNewMeasurement

Train (NMT)was seenarriving
atplatform1atKing’sCross
onMonday,December18
runningas1Q06 fromYork
Loop (Holgate). After a few
minutes theNMT left as1Q07
toCambridgeT&RSMDformed
ofNetworkRail power carNo.
43013Mark Carne CBE, Staff
coachNo. 977984,Conference
coachNo. 975814,Overhead
LineTest coachNo. 977993,
RecordingcoachNo. 977994,
Lecture coachNo. 975984and

power carNo. 43272.Thewhole
trainwas ingrimyyellow livery
with theexceptionofpower car
No. 43272,which is in shabby
red liverywithColasdiamond.
OnTuesday,December19

ColasRail Class 43Nos. 43257
+43277 top-and-taileda set
of yellow liveriedNetwork
Rail track inspectioncoaches
fromDerby (1Q47/10.52) via
Whitehaven toCarlisle.
ChristmasDay sawsixClass

66sall onengineers’trains
heading towardsEastleigh
fromtheHerneHill andVictoria
Blockadepassing through
Barnham.TheywereNos. 66089,
66170, 66718Peter, Lord Hendy
of Richmond Hill of Imber in
the County of Wiltshire, 66784
Keighley & Worth Valley Railway
50th Anniversary 1968-2018and
Nos. 66846and66850David
Maidment OBE.

Our thanks
THE Railway Magazine’s thanks
for informationgo to: Paul
Atkinson,MikeBechley, Johnde
Boer,GeneCollins,MikeCooper,
BarryKnock, SeanMorris,Mark
Reynolds, CraigWellumand
ChrisWest.■
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NIR CAFbuilt Class 4000No. 4001 arrives at a foggy Lisburn station
with the 1545 Portadown to Bangor service on January 7. Lisburn
station,which is in the process of being resignalled could see the line
to the border electrified and the line toAntrim reopen following the
allocation of funds from theUK’s Department forTransport because of
LordHendy’s Union Connectivity Review. NEIL DINNEN

No. LM303 and its train arrived onto the tippler at 1015hrs onDecember 22, and
brought to a close an era of rail-served Irish power stations stretching back to the
opening of PortarlingtonGenerating Station in 1950. SEAN CAIN

Tracklaying is expected to start on the Foynes reinstatement project
this spring (quarter twoof 2024).Work on laying the final ballast
base began just before Christmaswhen a trial layerwas installed at
Morgons South, nearMP23½betweenAskeaton and Foynes.The
freshly laid ballast can be seen onDecember 21, looking towards
Limerickwithmain contractor Sisk’s compound in the distance.
HASSARD STACPOOLE

Freshhopes
for further rail
reopenings
Twomothballed lines to be included
in the EU’sTEN-T network, significantly
boosting reinstatement prospects.
PLANS to reopen two railway lines in
theRepublicof Irelandhavemoved
a significant stepcloser tobecoming
reality.
TheRosslareStrand toWaterford line

hasbeenmothballed since its closure in
2010,while theAthenry toClaremorris
hasbeenmothballed since2003.
In a surprisemoveonDecember5,

IrishTransportMinister EamonRyan
broughtamemoto the IrishCabinet
tohave them included in theTrans-
EuropeanTransportNetwork (Ten-T)
aspart of Ireland’s comprehensive
network, openingpotential EU funding
for their reinstatement.
A spokesman for theDepartment

ofTransport confirmed thatboth lines
wouldnotbeconsideredpart of the
corenetworkandsaid:“TheConnecting
EuropeFacility (CEF) forTransport is

theEU’s funding instrument for the
developmentof theTEN-Tnetwork.The
two rail projectsproposed for inclusion
on theTEN-TComprehensiveNetwork
are likely tobeeligible toapply for
futureCEF funding in this regard.”
Given the recommendations in

thedraftAll IslandRail Review, the
spokesperson said:“It alsonotes
thatgiven thecurrent conditionand
alignmentof the track, reinstatement
works shouldbecommenced relatively
soon, that isby2030.”
IarnródÉireanncontractors started

work clearingAthenry toClaremorris on
December6.
Ireland’s existingTENT-Tnetwork

consists of theDublin toCork lineand
Limerick Junction toLimerick lineand
theFoynes linewhich is currentlybeing
rebuilt.

AFTER almost 74 years, haulageof
peat by rail to power stations finally
came to anendonDecember 22,when
Edenderry power station received its
last loads of rail-hauledpeat.
No. LM420 followedbyNo. LM303

passedCloncreenwith the last peat
trains to serve Edenderry Power
Station. Five trains operated the 17-
mile round trip on the finalmorning,
loading at thepeat stockpile at the
site of the former briquette factory at
Croghan.

At its peak, Edenderry required 1.2m
tonnes of peat a year, andwas served
by anextensive 3ft gauge system
which supplied thepeat.
It is undergoing a €100mupgrade,

andwill continue in operation, burning
biomasswhichhas gradually replaced
thepeat over thepast fewyears.
Theonly rail-basedoperation that

will continue at Edenderrywill be
the ash trainwhichwill operate on
alternative days, a nine-mile round trip,
when thepower station is on stream.

THE IrishDepartment of
Transport has confirmed it is
reviewing thebusiness case
forWorks Package2of the
Foynes line reinstatement.
Peer reviewedby theNational
Transport Authority, itwas
receivedonDecember 22, for
signoff and funding.
The €60mpackage approved

by theboardof Iarnród
Éireann inAugustwill fund
anddeliver signalling for
the route, includingCCTV
level crossings for 13public

roads, the eliminationof
accommodation level crossings
wherepracticable, GSMR train
radio, and track connections
at Limerick, Adare and Foynes
Port.
DavidVaughan, IÉ

programmemanager, design&
construction, told local Limerick
councillors onDecember 12
that he expected track laying
would start in quarter two
of 2024 andbe completed
by the endof the year.Mr
Vaughan also confirmed that

the installationof the signalling
andCCTV level crossingwould
commence in quarter twoof
2024.The signallingpackage
will allow theoperationof 0.85
trains per hour or roughly a
train every 30/40minuteswith
thepassing loop atAdare.
MrVaughan told councillors

thatwork to restore the
partially collapsed trainshed at
Foynes stationwould start in
quarter four of 2024,with the
linebeing commissioned for
traffic inDecember 2025.

A £4.8millionpackage
forTranslink todeliver rail
improvements inNorthern
Irelandwas announcedon
December 7.Thenews came
fromTransport SecretaryMark
Harper in response to Lord
Hendy’s UnionConnectivity
Review.
Thepackage includes

£3.3million of funding support
toTranslink to commission a
studyon the cost, feasibility,
and value formoneyof
electrificationof the railway in

Northern Ireland fromBelfast to
theborder.
£700,000has beenprovided

to investigate the reopening
of the Lisburn toAntrim line
which closed topassengers
in 2003 after the former route
fromAntrim toBleachGreen
reopened in 2001withDerry/
Londonderry services diverted.
The studywill includeproviding
a station for Belfast Aldergrove
airport.The line is still
maintainedbutwas last used in
2018 for engineering trains.

£800,000 for amore in-depth
study tobe carried out by
Translink on reopening the
formerGNR rail line between
PortadownandArmagh
closed in September 1957.This
follows the in-depth technical
studybyAECOM, fundedby
ArmaghBanbridgeCraigavon
Council and theDepartment
for Infrastructure, published in
November. All three schemes
havebeen recommended for
delivery in theDraft All Island
Rail Reviewpublished in 2023.

Foynes to reopen in December 2025, as
funding forWorks Package 2 is finalised

Power station peat
haulage trains end

Northern Ireland gets £4.8million in rail
funding for infrastructure enhancements
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TheAlstom‘iLINT’demonstrator 654102+654602 at RiyadhonOctober 16, 2023. In the background is SAR
CAFDEMUNo. 5012 forming train 10, the 12.26 departure toDammam. ALASTAIR FYFE

Hydrogendemonstrator train
travels toSaudiandCanada
Alstom ships its hydrogen trains around
theworld for demonstration services.
ALSTOMhas shipped its two
‘iLINT’hydrogen trains from
Europe tohelpdemonstrate the
technology innewregions.
TwoClass654demonstrator

two-coach trainswerebuilt
in2016/17, and two fleets
of similarproduction trains
(numberedasClass 554)have
entered service inGermany,
operating serviceswestof
Hamburgandnorthof Frankfurt.
In the last five yearsAlstom

has taken thedemonstration
Class654 trains tomultiple
Europeancountrieswhere they
haveworkedpassenger and
test trains.
The second‘iLINT’

demonstrator 654102+654602
was shipped fromBremerhaven
to Jeddah, SaudiaArabia
inSeptember2023. Itwas
thenmovedby roadas two
separatevehicles to theSaudi
capital Riyadhwhere the two
coacheswereattached to
eachother againand the train
commissioned foruse.

FromNovember14 the
trainwasused for a limited
numberofdemonstration
runs, over threedays, for rail
andgovernmentofficials and
their guests.The train,which
hadbeengivena special Saudi
ArabianRailways (SAR) vinyl
wrappingat eachend,wasused
for 20kmround trips fromthe
RiyadhEast SARstation.
The train remained inSaudi

Arabia in late2023and itwas
unclearwhether itwould return
toGermanyorbe shipped
elsewhere in theworld.

Canadiandemonstration
Theother‘iLINT’demonstrator
train654101+654601 spent
muchof2023 inCanadawhere
itwasused fordemonstration
passenger servicesbetween
QuebecCity andBaie-Saint-Paul
on theCheminde ferCharlevoix
between June17and theendof
September.All theAlstom‘iLint’
trainsusehydrogen fuel cells
suppliedbyNorthAmerican

firmAccelera,whichhas
factories inCanada.

Italianorder
Alstomhas receivedno further
orders for its‘iLINT’HEMU in
Germany (the first two fleets
benefitted fromone-off
Germangovernment subsidies).
Orders for hydrogenpowered

trains in Europeare far behind
those fornewbatterypowered,
although small orders for
operators in Italyhaveadded10
to the total soldbyAlstom in the
last fewyears.
The firstwere sixboughtby

north ItalianoperatorTrenord;
the first ofwhichwaspresented
inOctober.These trainsuse

Alstom’sCoradiaStreamEMU
platform for their design.The
Trenord trains aredesigned for
useon theBrescia-Iseo-Edolo
line replacingDMUs.
In JanuaryAlstomannounced

Trenordhadordered twomore
trains andFerroviedel SudEst
fromsouthern Italyhasalso
ordered two.

Class leader – or so it seems –No. 32 001 is preserved in original
condition outside themain station inNamibian capitalWindhoek,
which also houses a railwaymuseum– several other items of rolling
stock are plinthed outside too.The loco,which is actually the second
Class 32; No. 32 002 (GE September 1959, No. 33723) renumbered as
32 001, is seen in its original livery onMay 28, 2023. KEITH FENDER

Namibia reinstates 1Co-Co1 diesel
NAMIBIAN rail company
TransNamibhasreinstatedoneof
ahandfulofnearly60-year-old
1Co-Co1diesel locos in its fleet.
The locoswerebuilt by

General Electric in theUSAas
SouthAfricanRailways (SAR)
Class 32 in twobatches; 115
locosasClass 32-000delivered
fromNovember1959and

November1961 (GEmodel
U18C1) anda further10 (alsoGE
modelU18C1) asClass 32-200
in1966; the laterClass 32-200
locoshaveacabbasedon those
foundon the subsequentClass
33 (GEU20C) locos.
SARneeded locoswith the

1Co-Co1wheel arrangement to
spreadaxle loadson lightlybuilt

Back in service –TransNamibNo. 207 (ex-SARNo. 32 207) seen on
December 9 at Kranzbergwith a passenger service.The loco returned
to traffic onDecember 2 and aweek laterwas given passengerwork
working a train to and fromOshikangoon the borderwith Angola;
north ofTsumeb this linewas only built this century, opening in 2012
and rarely sees passenger trains.TransNamib ran a small number
of passenger trains before and after Christmas covering routes
fromWindhoek toOshikango andWalvis Bay; these trains ran as a
combined service betweenKranzberg andWindhoek. JAMES HINTON

lines, although followingClass
32 it boughtonly standard six
axleor four axlediesel locos.
Someofboth typeof

Class 32wereused inwhat
is nowNamibia,whichwas
administeredbySouthAfrica
until the countrygained
independence in1990.Thebulk
of the currentTransNamib fleet
are later exSARClass33design
GEU20C locos.TransNamib

reportedlyowns fourof the
Class (exNos. 32205-208)but
theother threeare currently
non-operational.
SARalso soldmanyof itsClass

32-000 locosafterwithdrawal
in the1980s/90s,withmany
endingup inZaire (now
DemocraticRepublic of the
Congo); somemaystill be there
although it is likelymost areout
ofuse.

NewNightjet
in service
AUSTRIANnational rail
operatorÖBB introduced
the first of itsbrandnew
‘Nightjet’overnight train
setson the route from
Viennaand Innsbruck to
HamburgonDecember10.
Thenewtrainshave

beendeliveredas seven
coach semi-permanently
coupledpush-pull sets,
althoughoperation in
push-pullmodeusing the
driving trailerwitha loco
on the rear is currently
notpermitted. Each train
contains three couchette
coacheseachwith28
‘Mini cabin’capsule-style
single couchetteberths in
addition to conventional
compartments.
Siemens isbuilding the

newtrains in itsAustrian
factories–33 seven-
coach fixed formation sets,
eachable to carry254
people,wereordered in
twobatches in2018and
2021valuedat a total of
€720million.
All areexpected tobe

in serviceby2026.
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ALBANIANRailways is leading
work tobuild anewrailway
connectingAlbania andKosovo;
currently there areno rail links
between the twocountries.

A consortium ledby
anAustrianengineering
consultancyhasbeen
appointed to lead theplanning
workwhich shouldbe complete

by theendof this year. Anew
line is estimated to cost around
€700millionandwouldbe
financedby the twonations’
governments.

A rare view insideAlbanian Railways locomotiveworks inDurres on September 1, 2023 shows several
of Albanian Railways Czech-built locos awaitingmaintenance includingNos.T669-1049, 1047 and 1039.
These 1970s-built locos (basically similar to Class 770 in the Czech Republic) form the entire operational
loco fleet in Albania; few are now inworking order. RICHARDGENNIS

New line fromAlbania to Kosovo?
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‘RegioFox’No. 847010 in the new‘pid’livery carried by Prague area
suburban trains at Rakovník on September 24, 2023 (pid is the
name for the Prague area regional transport fare systemPražská
integrovaná doprava). ČDowns both units – one in newpid livery
the other in ČD livery. SHAUNWALLACE

ONEof Europe’s largest loco
leasing firms,Vienna-based
EuropeanLocomotive Leasing
Group (ELL), has agreeda
contractwithSiemens for up to
200moreVectron locomotives.
The contract is the fourth

frameworkagreementbetween
ELLandSiemens.Thedeal
meansSiemenshasnowsold
over 2,200Vectronsof all types;
the locomotives are currently
approved for operation in20

Europeancountries. Siemens
builds all theVectron locos at its
Munich-Allach factory.
By the time the initial firm

order for 60newELL locoshas
beendeliveredbetween2025
and2027ELLwill havebought
more than300Vectrons–and;
if all theoptions areused the
fleetwill grow toover 400,
whichwouldmake it the
largestVectron fleet.The latest
framework contract includes

variousVectronelectric locos
and theelectrodieselVectron
DualMode.
ELL leasesVectron locos to

passenger operators aswell
as freight. Dutch RailwaysNS
increased its fleet in late 2023
with a pool of 16 locos, all
fromELL. SinceDecember the
NS locoswork Amsterdam to
Berlin Intercity trains aswell
as‘Nightjet’trains between
Germany andAmsterdam.

InmidNovemberELL suppliedDBRegiowithanadditional locomotive for thepool thatworksUlm
Wendlingen (Neckar) IRE200 services via theUlm-Wendlingenhigh speed line in southernGermany.The loco
provided, 6193940, seenatUlmHbfonNovember12with the15.29 IRE200 service toWendlingen (Neckar),
is exactly as it left theSiemens factoryonAugust3, 2023withnobranding for ELLorDB. KEITH FENDER

200more Vectrons for ELL

MEXICANpresidentAndrés
LópezObradorhasopened
thenewTrenMaya rail
network,whichconnects
theYucatán resort ofCancún
with regional cities and
also serves the famous
archaeological remainsat
Chichén Itzá.
Thenewstandardgauge

railwayutilises a fleetof 42
diesel andbi-modemultiple
X’trapolis unitsbuilt by
Alstom inMexico in three
differingconfigurations (14
arebi-modes).
Electrificationof at least

690kmof the system(Merida
toChetumal viaCancún) at
25kVAC isplanned, although
initial operation is entirely
diesel.Operationsare
managedbyMexicanArmy
controlled firmOlmeca-
Maya-Mexica. Freight
serviceswill alsobeoffered.
Thenewrailwayhasbeen

highly controversial for
destroying junglehabitat for

jaguars andother animals
but is intended toaid
economicdevelopmentof
areaswhichhavepreviously
beeneconomically
disadvantaged.
The first stage– the

473km linebetweenSan
FranciscodeCampecheand
CancúnAirportwasopened
onDecember15.The
section fromSanFrancisco
Campeche to Izamaluses
the trackbedof a former line;
the rest is newconstruction
mostly in themedianof a
motorway.Thenext section
south toPalenque, adding
another419km,openedon
January1.
The final sectionsof the

massive1554kmproject
areanew line fromCancún
Airport south toChetumal
and thenwest toEscárega
(midwaybetweenSan
FranciscoCampecheand
Palenque), andare set to
openonFebruary29.

‘RegioFox’ enter service
CZECHNational rail operator
Českédráhy (ČD)has
introduced the first of itsClass
847‘RegioFox’DMUsbuilt in
PolandbyPESABydgoszcz.
Pesadescribes the trains as

‘Regio160’.
The first of thenewtrains

entered service inAugust 2023
and initially thenewtrains
arebeingused for regional
services in theareaaround
Prague. InNovemberČD
orderedanother30RegioFoxes,
foruse fromRakovníkdepot

westof Prague ina contract
worthoverCZK3billionCZK
(over€120million), bringing
the total onorder to106 trains.
The frameworkcontractwith

PESAallows forup to160 trains.
ČDwill replace theolder

Class 810 (somebrandednow
as‘RegioMouse’) and some
locohauled trainswith the
newunits. Between2012and
2014Pesapreviouslybuilt 31
Class844‘RegioShark’DMUs
forČD thesewere theearlier
Pesa‘link’model.

Global shipping containermovements switch from ships to trains
DROUGHTandconflict havecaused
shipping firms tomovecontainers from
ships to trains around theglobe.
Ongoingdroughthas led to lower

water levels in thePanamaCanal, part
ofwhich is fedby freshwater lakes.As a

result, shipping lines includingMaersk
have switchedcontainers fromsome
ships in thePacific to trainson the47
milePanamaCanalRailwaywhich
runs roughlyparallelwith thecanal to
take themto theAtlantic sideof the

countrywhere theyare reloaded to ships.
Other shipswith lowerpayloadsand
consequentlyhigherdraft continue to
use thePanamaCanal.
Separately, theongoingconflict

in theMiddleEast andRedSeahave

ledmany shipping lines to switch to
routes aroundAfricabetweenAsia and
Europe, avoiding theRedSeaandSuez
Canal, leading toadditional rail traffic
via various routesbetween the two
continents aswell.

TrenMaya opens
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ByBrianJanes

THIS is another superbbook
fromtheauthor, combining
his in-depthknowledgeof
all thingsColonelHolmanF
Stephenswithaccess to the
Colonel StephensMuseum
archives atTenterdenTown,
fromwheremanyof the
numerousphotographs
are sourcedandused in
addition to somedetailed
information.
Thebookchronicles the

vast varietyof locomotives
that ranacross thevarious
railwaysCol Stephens
was involvedwith. From
thenumerous recycled,
swapped,hiredand
rented locomotives, some
might raise aneyebrow
to see that chapterone is
entitled‘newandnovel
locomotives’.New locos
wereordered toStephens’
specifications fromPeckett
andHawthorneLeslie.
Thereare somewonderful

photographsof Stroudley’s
Terriers, a favourite among
enthusiasts today,which
werepurchased
second-handand,while
the first twowent to the
KESR, theywerealso
bought for theEdgeHill
LightRailway, Shropshire&
MontgomeryshireRailway,
and theWestonClevedon&
Portishead–while twowere
temporarily swapped to the
SheppeyLightRailwayand
EastKentRailway (EKR) to
assistwith their construction
before returning to their
original lines.
The Ilfracombegoods

locomotivewasa small
tenderengineand in
1910Stephensmoved to
purchaseand thenhire six
of them;mosthadbeen
rebuilt in someway,with
theexceptionofNo. 0394.
He then looked toBeattie
Saddlebacks,whichwere
similar to the Ilfracombe
locomotives:No. 7went to

theEKR (No. 7),while the
No. 4went to theKESR.
ManningWardleshave

their ownchapterwith
eight acquired: three
going to theHundred
Tramway, four to theWCPR
andone to theKESR. Each
locomotive isdetailedby
itsname.TheShropshire&
Montgomeryshire’s LNWR-
built 0-6-2T coal engines
werehired fromtheLMS
andkept thenumberson
themwhile they ran there.
SEROandO1class

locomotives arrived from
1923, threeeach to theEKR
(where theywereespecially
useful) and theKESR.
Somewere still running in
the1950s.
Thechapter called

Oddments/One-offs/
Singletons,with34pages,
coversunusual locomotives
that ranacross various
Stephens lines, fromthe tiny
Gazelle to themuch larger
Hecate. Readerswith some

knowledgeof Stephens’
locomotivesmay find this to
be their favourite chapter.
Thenarrow-gauge

chapter covers the
locomotives that ranon
theRye&CamberTramway,
Ashover LightRailway,
SnailbeachDistrict Railway
andFfestiniog&Welsh
Highland railways.Then
thebookwindsupwitha
nameplates chapter anda
veryuseful locomotive index.
With interest inStephens’

lines still on the increase,
thisbookwill enthral both
newandmoreestablished
enthusiastswhile also
adding somethingextra to
thosewho feel theymay
alreadyhaveawealthof
knowledgeon theKing
of LightRailwaysandhis
locomotives.
PublishedbyPen&Sword
www.pen-and-sword.co.uk
176pages, hardback. £25

ColonelStephensLight
RailwayLocomotives

SwissElectricLocomotives
since1900
ByMartinFisher

THIS is anexcellent
surveyof thewide
varietyof electric locos
built andusedbySwiss
Railways, of all gauges
and types in the last 120+years.
Switzerland sawseveralmajor lines

open as electrified routes, such as the
main line fromSpiez to Brig via the
LötschbergTunnel in 1913 and the
metre-gaugeBernina Bahn in 1908, and
movedearly tomain line electrification
when the FirstWorldWar saw the
country surroundedby countries atwar
andwithnodomestic source of coal to
power the steam loco fleet.The country
did, however, have largenumbers of
rivers andplenty of rain or snowmaking
hydro-electric power a realistic option
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at a timewhenmost of the rest of the
worldwasburning coal.
Someof thematerial has been

publishedpreviously by the Swiss
Railway Society, but thenewbook
brings together all Swiss operators and
locos, plusmuchnew information.The
book includes both locomotives and
motor luggage vehicles, ofwhich there
havebeenmultiple types over the
last century; EMUs, however, are not
covered.
Thebookdealswith the loco fleets

of themain standardgauge company
Swiss Federal Railways (SBB) indetail,
with sections lookingat locodesigns
as theyevolved fromthe1920s to the
presentday. It thendealswith the
biggest non-SBB company, theBern
LötschbergSimplon (BLS) andother
standardgaugeoperators,with the last
sectiondealingwithpresent-dayopen
access and leased locos.

The remainder covers thewidevariety
ofnarrowgaugecompanies and their
fleets, in alphabetical orderbasedon
their 2023names. Rack-equippedelectric
locos,whichSwitzerland leads theworld
inusingandbuilding, are coveredby
sectionsat theendof the standardand
narrowgaugepartsof thebook.
Verywell illustratedwithboth

photographs showingawidevariety
of livery variationsand locationsplus
linedrawings, thisbook ishighly
recommended toanyone interested in
thehistoryof Swiss railwaysor its locos.
KF
Publishedby theSwissRailwaysSociety
www.swissrailsoc.org.uk
343pages, hardback. £38
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RAIL STAYS
Keen to visit a railway but not sure where to stay as it’s o� your normal beaten track?
Let these pages help you 	nd the ideal location near a great railway.
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DERBYSHIRE

NORTH YORK MOORS
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Coming up nextmonth...
CORNWALL is set to
lose threemoreof its
historic signalboxes
as thoseat Lostwithiel,
Par andTruro come to
theendof their service

life this spring,with
theirwonderfulGWR
lowerquadrant signals
being replacedby
moderncolour lights.
We takeadetailed

look insideandoutat
all three, and findout
what the signalling
upgradewillmean to
rail services in thispart
of the country.
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crossword & NEXT MONTH Puzzle compiled byWill Adams

The editor’s decision is final and no correspondence can be entered into. No employee (including the
immediate families) of Mortons Media Ltd or any subsidiary company, and The Nostalgia Collection
or any subsidiary company, or any company associated with the production of The RailwayMagazine,
may enter this competition. No purchase necessary. No cash alternatives are offered and prizes are
not transferable. Responsibility cannot be accepted for delayed, lost or damaged entry forms.

Name

Address

Postcode

Tel Email

£ 0 a
Collection books to be won

Solution to the December issue.
Across: 8 Buchanan 9 Street 10 LCDR 11 Row12 Embsay
13Wistow 15Osterley 17 Andover 19 Ryburgh 22 Scotsgap
24Madras 25Hudson 27 Lad 28Wren 29 Stroke 30 Boadicea
Down: 1 Junction 2Thor 3 Ingrow 4 Snowdon 5Oswestry
6 Crab 7 Bedale 14Trout 16 Round 18 Engineer 20 Grateley
21 Appleby 23 County 24Midday 26 Scot 28Whin
December winner: John Staves, Desborough.
Runners-up: Howard Brier, Shepley; Peter Hughes, Colwall.
The closing date for this month’s crossword is Friday,
March 8, 2024.

Across
1 GWRstationon theFairford

branch, and‘Manor’No. 7825
5 PreservedClass50No. 50002 (6)
9 Formernameof LNERNo. 4489

Dominionof23down, later
transferred toNo. 4493 (8)

10 Worddropped fromNorwich
station’sname in1969 (6)

12 Castle___, junction station
betweenWestburyandTaunton
(4)

13 Sir James___,MidlandRailway
GeneralManager, 1853-80 (7)

17 FormerSouthportCLC station (4,6)
19 London’s automated light railway

(initials)
21 FormerBRSector thatwas

responsible formail andparcels
transport (initials)

22 ‘___Express’, London-Hereford-
Worcester service introduced in
1957 (10)

24 ___,Burlington&QuincyRailroad,
part ofBurlingtonNorthern since
1970 (7)

25 Locodepot (4)
28 SouthWales locationofKnuckle

Yard, opened in1960 (6)
30 Fourth-largest city in France,

servedby theTisséo transport
network (8)

31 StationbetweenBlackheathand
Dartford (6)

32 ___&CarlisleRailway (8)

Down
1 ‘The___’, nickname for theconcourse

areaatPaddington station (4)
2 Thomas___, railwayexcursionpioneer

(4)
3 Kyleof___, terminusof a line from

Dingwall (8)
4 ‘TheRoyal ___’, London-Penzance

express introduced in1957 (5)
6 ___ Junction, at the southendof the

Weston-super-Mare‘loop’(6)
7 Heritage railwaybasedatBoltonStreet

station, Bury (initials)
8 and27down Newstationadjacent to the

MidlandMainLine inLondon,opened
inDecember2023 (5,5,4)

11 Sir___,‘KingArthur’No. 30765 (6)
14 TownthathadaCleggStreet station

(6)
15 Terminusof anLSWR/SR line from

Barnstaple (10)
16 Piero___, co-designerwithAttilio

Francoof a typeof steam locoboiler (6)
18 First station southofWrexham(6)
20 ___Hall, GWRNo. 4901, and___Park,

betweenBirminghamandCoventry
(8)

23 ‘Jubilee’No. 45553 (6)
25 Czechcarmanufacturer that also

produces trams, locosand rolling stock
(5)

26 ‘EM2’electric locoNo. 27004 (4)
27 See8down
29 Unflatteringnickname for aClass24

diesel (3)

Send completed form (photocopies are accepted) to: February CrosswordQuiz,The RailwayMagazine,MortonsMediaGroup
Ltd,Media Centre,MortonWay, Horncastle LN9 6JR. Open toUK entrants only.Winnerswill be announced in theApril 2024
issue.Thewinnerswill be the senders of the first all-correct solutions opened in our office.Youcanalsoemail entries to
RMcomp@mortons.co.uk Please list theanswers to the clues for across, thendown. There are no cash alternatives
available.Thewinnerswill be the first names drawnat random from thepeoplewho answered correctly.Terms and conditions
apply.To view theprivacy policy ofMMGLtd (publisher of TheRailwayMagazine) please visitwww.mortons.co.uk/privacy

February crossword entry form

1 0 worth of Nostalgi

Sponsored by

The crossword winner and two runners-up can choose books
worth £50 and £25 respectively from the extensive Nostalgia
Collection. Visit us at www.mortonsbooks.co.uk

Topre-order theMarch issue, scan this codeonyour
phoneorvisit classicmagazines.co.uk/issue/rm
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