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TRAIN OF THOUGHT

IT is with great sadness this month
that we say farewell to our long-
time contributor and friend

Peter Nicholson. Peter passed away
at the end of October, shortly after
writing his final news stories for our
November issue, after almost a quarter
of a century in charge of the Classic
Traction and Miniature News sections.

Peter was well known and respected
within the railway community, being
a regular visitor to standard gauge,
narrow gauge, and miniature lines all
across the country. Not only that, but
he also owned or helped preserve a
great number of locomotives and other
rail vehicles, many of which might not
have otherwise survived.

On a personal level, he was very
knowledgeable about all things rail
and would submit his news stories
like clockwork. But behind all that,
he had a great sense of humour and
could often be relied on for a wry
comment, sometimes delivered with a
mischievous glint in his eye.

In more recent times, Peter was
assisted in news gathering by his
grandson Josh, and I am pleased to
announce that Josh will be carrying
on that work from this issue, writing
Miniature and Classic Traction stories
– in the latter case assisting our

other new correspondent, the award-
winning photographer Jack Boskett.
We welcome them both to the team,
and know that Peter’s reporting is the
standard they will be striving to match.

From The RM team
Peter’s passing has cast a rather
sombre cloud over our editorial office,
but as the year end approaches we
would like to wish all our readers a
Merry Christmas and a Happy New
Year.

We hope you enjoy our free 2024
calendar (UK copies only), maybe
take advantage of some of the
gift opportunities offered by our
advertisers, or get to visit one of the
increasing number of heritage lines
that are open over the holidays (see the
various diary sections in ‘Track Record’
for listings). And, during any quiet
moments, why not look back over your
photos from this year and enter the
free RCTS competition. There are some
great prizes up for grabs with nothing

to lose, so turn to page
17 for more details
and get uploading for
a chance to win!
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NOT A ‘WHERE IS IT’! There are no prizes for
guessing where this shot was taken, as the famous Blackpool Tower
dominates the backdrop while ‘Tractor’No. 37418 An Comunn
Gaidhealach prepares to depart with the 1Z20/20.15 Blackpool
North to Birmingham New Street on November 11, the return leg of
Vintage Train’s ‘Blackpool Illuminations Explorer’. Class 47 No. 47773
was at the other end of the train. TOM MCATEE
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The consultation highlighted concerns about replacing ticket
offices with machines, particularly for those who need extra help
or for buying special tickets such as rovers. There was also a fear
about penalty fares when ticket machines were not working. This
was a broken ticket machine at Rugby on October 26. CHRIS MILNER

“The rules are that a proposal
for changemust represent
an improvement on the

current arrangement…and
members of the publicmust
continue to havewidespread

access to rail products”

Ticketofficeclosure
plansscrapped
Operators forced to backtrack in the face of overwhelming
public demand.

By‘IndustryUpdate’

TICKEToffice closureplanswere
scrappedat theendofOctober,
afterTransport SecretaryMark
Harper said they failed tomeet
highpassenger standards.
Trainoperating companies

controlledeither directly
or under contract by the
Department forTransport
publishedproposals in July to
close almost1000 ticket offices
across the country in a cost
savingmeasure.
A very short periodof

consultationwithpassengers
andothersbeganon July 5 and
wasoriginally due toend just
threeweeks later on July 26,
subsequently extended to
September 1as therewas
also a lackof information
about alternative ticketing
arrangements.
When the consultation

closed, 750,000 commentshad
been receivedbyTransport
Focus andLondonTravelWatch,
themajority arguingagainst
theproposals.
Underprocedures

establishedat the timeof
Privatisation in themid-1990s,
the trainoperators had to
complywith theTicketing
andSettlementAgreement.
This specifies that anyaction
mustnotdilute the service to
passengers andmust ensure
impartial retailingonbehalf of
other operators.

Exhaustiveanalysis
The responsibility for approving
any change is heldbyTransport
Focus andLondonTravelWatch,
theofficial Government-funded
organisations that represent
the interest of passengers.The
rules are that aproposal for
changemust represent an
improvementon the current
arrangement in termsof
quality of services and/or
cost-effectiveness,with an
emphasis thatmembersof
thepublicmust continue to
havewidespreadaccess to the
purchaseof rail products.

IfTransport Focusobjects to
a changebecause theproposal
fails tomeet theseduties, the
trainoperator providing the
ticket officemust eithermodify
orwithdraw theproposal,with
theaddedoptionofbeing
able tomakea referral to the
DepartmentofTransport for a
decision.
To inform its owndecision

making,Transport Focus
undertookanexhaustive
analysis of the750,000
responses.Whereobjections
weremade, themain categories
of concernwere: the ability to
buy tickets in the future; the
provisionof information toplan
journeys, particularly at timesof
disruption; andhowpassengers
requiringassistancewould
receivehelp and support.
Amongstmore

knowledgeableobjections
therewasathemethat ticket
officeclosuresshouldnot
beconsidereduntil the fare
structure is simplified.Without
ticketoffices, itwouldnotbe
possible tobuymanyproducts
at stations, suchas
purchasesbyrail card
holders, andthere
wouldnotbe facilities for
passengerswhoprefer to
usecash.

Lackofretail
capacity
Therewere also
concerns about the
speedofbuying tickets,
andwhether a ticket
machinewouldbe compliant
with thebenchmark that there
shouldbenoneed toqueue
formore than fiveminutes
at peak times. If passengers
were required to carry out
more complex transactions at
amachine, it becameevident
that very substantial queuing
could arise.
Manywere also concerned

that, given thedifficulties of
buying the right ticket from
amachine, thepenalty fares
systemshouldbeabandoned
as a‘fine’of £100 is currently

imposed in addition to the
priceof the ticket. Itwas also
thought thatprosecution for
fare evasionwasno longer
appropriate if theprocess for
buyinga ticketwas restricted.
Onceall theobjectionshad

beenanalysed, individual
trainoperatorswere asked
to commenton theviews
expressed, and inparticular
todemonstrate that the test
of improving the servicewas
satisfied.
The resultwas that anumber

of operators reinstated the
staffing timeat stations and
offered solutions to address
the inability to issueall typesof
tickets, offer the ability for cash
payments, andbeable tomake
refunds.
Transport Focus accepted

that customer service canbe
improvedwherepassengers
have switched tousingdigital
technology topurchase their
tickets.This switchhas resulted
in adecline in theuseof face-to-
face ticketbuying, and statistics
havebeenpublished that show

only12%of tickets arenow
purchased froma ticketwindow.
This figuremaybe theoverall

average, but the consultation
process revealed significant
divergenceat varying locations.
LondonUndergroundclosed
its networkof ticket offices in
2015and insteadprovide staff
to assistwith ticketmachine
purchasesbecause it hada
simple zonal fares structure and
wasdealingwithapopulation
largely familiarwithdigital
technology.
But it is a verydifferentmatter

inotherparts of the country,
suchasholiday resortswhere
occasional travellers use a ticket

office as theprimary
sourceof information
about tickets that
cannotbebought from
avendingmachine,
suchas rovers. Staff
usingmobile ticketing
machinesoperating
‘outside theglass’are
similarly unable to issue
such tickets.
TheRailDeliveryGroup,

whichactsasanumbrella
organisation for trainoperators,
alsoseemedtounderminethe
suggestionthatmovingstaff
outof ticketofficeswouldbethe
best solutionwhen it revealed
therecouldbeareductionofup
to1200employeesproviding
retail servicesat stations.

Formalobjection
Theconclusion reachedby
Transport Focuswas thatwhat
wasproposeddidnotmeet
the termsof theTicket and
SettlementAgreement, and
it therefore lodgeda formal

objection. It considered that
the‘welcomepoint’concept
proposedbyanumberof
trainoperatorshadnotbeen
developed to thepointwhere
therewasanyclarity aboutwhat
wouldactuallybeprovided,
and that this hadnotbeen
explained in the consultation
process so thatpassengers
could commentorhighlight
concerns.
Attentionwas alsodrawn to

concerns that if ticket offices
closed, staffingnumbers at
stations couldbe reduced
as therewasno regulatory
oversight of this as there is for
theprovisionof ticket office
openinghours.
The responseof theTransport

Secretary to formal objection
madebyTransport Focuswasa
promptabout turn.He said the
Governmenthadmade it clear
that theproposalsmustmeet
ahigh thresholdof serving
passengers and that, following
consultation, itwasevident the
proposals didnotmeet this. As
a result, the trainoperatorswere
asked towithdraw theplans.
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Anaerial viewof Alstom’s Litchurch Lane factory inDerby on June 7, 2022,withGBRf’s No. 47739preparing to departwith a newClass 701 unit
for SWR. STEVE DONALD

An impression of howLNER’s CAF-built trains could look. CAF

LNER 10-train deal with CAF
A new fleet of 10-car tri-mode units is expected to spell
the end for the remaining Class 91 andMk.4 sets on the
East CoastMain Line.
ByGraemePickering

SPANISH trainbuilder
Construcciones yAuxiliar de
Ferrocarriles (CAF)haswona
contractworth inexcessof 500
millionEuros (approximately
£437million) tobuildand
maintaina10-strong fleetof 10-
car tri-modemultipleunits for
LondonNorthEasternRailway.
Tobeassembledat the

company’sNewportplant in
SouthWales, the trainswill be
capableof taking tractionpower
from25kVACoverheadwires, as
well as fromonboardbatteries
anddiesel engines.
Theywill be part of CAF’s

‘Civity’family, which includes
theTransPennine Express-
operated Class 397‘Nova
2’EMUs, towhich they are

expected to bear a strong
resemblance.
Althoughdetails are still tobe

confirmed, LNER’sdescription
of themas‘longdistance’and tri-
mode(which includes theability
toarriveanddepart stations
onbatterypower, thereby
loweringnoiseandemissions
compared todiesel) suggests
their duties could include its
most far-reachingAnglo-
Scottishdiagrams toand from
Aberdeenand Inverness,which
each include130-140milesof
unelectrified route. Since the
withdrawalof theoperator’s
HSTs in2019, thesehavebeen
workedbyHitachi-built Class
800bi-mode‘Azumas’.
Financedand leased toLNER

byPorterbrook, informationhas
not yetbeengivenaboutwhen

productionof thenewtrains
will begin (theNewport factory
is currently completinganorder
ofClass 197DMUs forTransport
forWales) or their anticipated
entry into service. But their
introductionwill lead to the
retirementof the remaining
‘Intercity 225’sets formedof
Mk.4s andaClass 91.

BasedinLeeds
TheCAF-built unitswill be
basedatNevilleHill.The
RMunderstands that
representatives fromthe
manufacturer visited thedepot
in lateAugust andareplanning
to install lifting jacks running the
full lengthof themaintenance
shed, andoverheadwalkways
aspart ofpreparations for the
newfleet.

Redundancy threat at Alstom’s Derby plant as gap in orders looms
ByChrisMilner

DERBY’S LitchurchLane
works, nowpartof theAlstom
empire followingcompletion
of amerger in2021with
Bombardier, could seearound
1300workers trimmed from its
workforce in spring.
Withno furthernewtrain

ordersbeyond thecurrent
Class 701build for South

WesternRailway,which
shouldbecompletedbyApril,
the companyhasentered
consultationswith itsworkforce
over redundancies.The
indicationsare thatup to550
permanentand780 temporary
jobsareat risk.
Thenumberof job losses

is expected tobeultimately
higherbecauseof thewider
impactonAlstom’s supply

chainpartners. Just four years
ago, Bombardier tookon400
additional staff toworkonnew
trains forGreaterAnglia, SWR
andWestMidlandsTrains.
With thenewscoming just

beforeChristmas, it is abitter
blowto theworkforce, andalso
highlights theboomandbust
cycleof rolling stockproduction.
Even thoughAlstomhas

won theorder tobuild trains

forHS2withHitachi in a joint
venture, construction isnotdue
tobeginuntil 2026,with the
first trainexpected to roll off the
production linearound2027.

Noneworders
Therearenoorders to fill
that two-yeargapand there
aregrowing fears train
manufacturingat the site– the
last traditionalworks inBritain

that still builds trains– could
cease, havingbeenused for that
purpose since1876.
Theoriginal plan forHS2

stockannounced inDecember
2021was for a fleetof 54 trains
capableof 225mph.
Thevehiclebodyassembly

and initial fit-outwouldbeat
Hitachi Rail’s factory inNewton
Aycliffe, CountyDurham,with
Alstomhandling the second
stage fit out and testingat
LitchurchLane, and thebogies
inCrewe.
The recent announcement

of scalingbackHS2northof
Birminghammeans that fewer
trainswill beneeded, andso
exacerbatedLitchurchLane’s
problems,particularly as there
areno indicationsonhowmany
trainswill nowbeneeded.
In respectof the

redundancies,Alstomsaid in
a statement that it hadbeen
workingwith theGovernment
for thepast sixmonths inabid
to securea‘sustainable future’
for the factory, adding:“Wewill
fully supportourdedicated
colleaguesduring this
exceptionallydifficult time.
“We look forward to fulfilling

our commitmentsonHS2
andsuccessfully competing
for rolling stockopportunities
across theUK in the future.
“We remainopen-minded

as to the futureofnon-
production functions located
at LitchurchLaneand to
potential futurealternative
uses for theDerby site.”

LNERannounced its intention
toprocureat least 10new
intercityunits toaugment its
fleetof 65Hitachi-built‘Azumas’
(23Class800bi-modeand
42Class801electric units) in
October2020, justweeksafter
the last of those trains entered
service.
Given thatHitachiwas

beginning toexperiment
replacingoneenginewitha
batterypackonaTransPennine
ExpressClass 802 (almost
identical to the‘Azumas’, but
withmorepowerful diesel
units) aswell as similarplans for

aGreatWesternRailwayClass
802, it seemed thepotential
mightexist topurchase trains
fromthemwhichwouldmeet
the specifications,while also
being largely familiar to crews
andengineering teamsand
compatiblewithexisting
maintenance systemsand
facilities.
Hitachi has, however, refused

to confirmany involvement
with theprocurementproject,
whileneitherCAFnor LNER
wouldelaborateon thedecision,
other than to say itwas the
result of a“thorough”process.
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Almost half of CP7 spendingwill be on track, signalling and structures renewals. This is upgradework at
the south endofMaidenNewton station, Dorset, inOctober. NETWORK RAIL

CABBING IT
ROYALLY!During
a visit toNuclearTransport
Solutions’base in Barrow-in-
Furness onNovember 15,
the Princess Royal visited
the cab of DRSdiesel
locomotiveNo. 68006 Pride
Of TheNorth. Part of theUK’s
Nuclear Decommissioning
Authority, NTS is a specialist
transportation company
comprising shipping firm
Pacific NuclearTransport
Limited (PNTL) andDirect
Rail Services. Princess Anne
also visited the PacificHeron,
said to be one of only three
specialist nuclear transport
ships in theworld. NTS

Funding set for next five years
Regulator issues final determination
for Network Rail spending to 2029.

By‘IndustryUpdate’

THEOfficeofRail andRoadhas
announced that railway funding
forControl Period7,which
runs fromApril 2024 toMarch
2029,will total £43.1billion.
This comprises£38.5billion for
EnglandandWales and£4.6
billion for Scotland.
The total is not significantly

different fromtheprevious
five-yearperiod (CP6,April
2019 toMarch2024), but there
is a changeof emphasis for
renewals andcontingencies as a
result of climate change.
Income fromfixedand

variable trackaccess charges
is calculatedat£10.6billion
and, taking intoaccount the
neteffectof theperformance
regimeand recoveryof the cost
ofprovidingelectric traction
current fromthe trainoperators,
theGovernmentgrantwill be
£29.8billion,whichagain is a
very similar figure to thatpaid in
Control Period6.
Greater emphasis is given

to freight traffic,withgauge
clearanceand infrastructure
improvements toallow full-
length intermodal services to
usemore routes,which should
allowgrowthof7.5% inEngland
andWales and8.7% inScotland.
Trackaccess charges for freight
operatorswill continue to
becapped, and therewill be
favourable tariffs for charter
operators.

Renewalsmainshare
The largest elementofNetwork
Rail spending is for the renewal
of structures, trackand
signalling, forwhichabudgetof

£19.7billion isprovided–a7%
cut fromCP6.Thebruntof this
reduction seems tobe in the
SouthernRegion,despite the
need to replaceageing third-rail
traction supplies.
There is alsoa cutback in the

nationalprogrammeto install
in-cabdigital signalling,where
thebudgethas fallen from£742
to£557million.The intention
to convert thenorthernpart
of theWestCoastMainLine
hasbeenpushedback to
save£123million,while the
introductionofnewsignalling
on theMidlandMainLine
fromStPancrashasalsobeen
postponed.
However, theplanned

expenditureon the installation
of in-cabequipment in locos
andunitshasbeenkept at
the current level,withan
anticipatedoutlayof £699
million to coverpassenger and
freight traction,
plusprovision
forheritage,
charter, and
on-trackplant
vehicles.
Therehas

beenadebate
about the
continuing
relevanceof
compensation
payments tooperators for lost
revenueasa result ofplanned
engineeringwork (‘Schedule
4’) orunexpected infrastructure
failures (‘Schedule8’).The
argument is that foroperators
directly controlledby the
Governmentoroperating
under contractswhereno
responsibility is held for

revenue, the compensation is
unnecessary.
However,without such

payments therewill beno
fundsavailable topay for
rail replacement services,
particularlywhenshortnotice
eventsdisrupt the train service.
Despite criticism fromrail users

about recent
events, such
asproviding
long-distance
taxis toget
peoplehome,
theseare
fundedby
Schedule8
payments
andwithout
them it is not

clearhowtrainoperatorswill
cover thecostof emergency
arrangements.
The regulatorhasdecided

that abolitionof suchpayments
is not the right thing todo
until a single tiermanagement
structureunderGreatBritish
Railways is a reality. A reduced
budgetof £1.6billionhas

“Without such
payments there
will be no funds

available to pay for
rail replacement

services”

been retained forpassenger
compensation–but it is
likely that the cutback in track
renewalswill result in agreater
numberof equipment failures,
and thus servicedisruptions.
Increases inenergy costs, as a

result of thedisruptioncaused
by theongoingwar inUkraine,
hashada significant effecton
payments for electric traction
current,whichare forecast to
riseby61%from£3.1 to£5
billionduringCP7.This increase
hasalso changed thebusiness
case for electrificationwhich,
althoughnecessary forplans
toachievenet zeroemissions,
has resulted in subdued
enthusiasm for theexpansion
of electrichaulage. In fact, some
freightoperatorshave recently
reverted todiesel haulage
‘under thewires’as it ismore
economic.

Excludeditems
Proposals for enhancing
capacity andelectrification
remainoutside the financial
settlementhowever, and
individualprojectswill be
approved if abusiness case can
bemadeand fundsareavailable.
The funding implicit in

the‘RestoringYour Railway’
initiative is also absent in the
ORR’s figures. But additional
resources couldbe channelled
toworthwhile reopening
projects, from themoney
releasedby cancellationof
HS2’s northern extensions.
The enhancement

programmewaspreviously
drivenby an assumption there
wouldbe a steadygrowth in
passenger numbers, forwhich
an annual figure of 2.5%was
used in thedevelopment of
business cases.
The current unsaid

expectation is that future
growthwill be less, given the
impact of digital technology

allowinghomeworking, and
thus a reduceddemand for
travel.This is a questionable
conclusion, however, given that
statistics releasedby theORR
for journeysmade fromApril 1
to June30 showpassenger
demandhas recovered to 89%
of pre-Covid levels.Year-on-
year figures for these three
months showan increase of
19% to390million journeys,
despite including five railway
strike days. For the year to June
30, 1447million tripswere
made (see also story onpage
14).

It isworth remembering
that in 1995, the final year of
British Rail operations, the total
number of passenger tripswas
735million,while the all-time
high in 1920of 2186million
journeyswaswhen the rail
networkwas significantly larger
than today.
Althoughpassenger

numbers aremovingback
towards pre-pandemic levels,
revenue continues tobe
supressed. Farebox income for
the threemonths to June30
increasedby10% to£2.6 billion,
compared to £2.3 billion for the
sameperiod in 2022. Butwith
a 19% increase in passengers
in the sameperiod, it is no
surprise that the average fare
per journey reduced from
£7.07 to £6.55–despite a fare
increase of 5.6% inMarch.
Analysis of thedecline in the

pricebeingpaid identifies a
numberof causes, including the
reduceduseof season tickets in
favour of less regular travel and
cheaper one-off journey fares.
Season ticketswereused for
just 13%of journeys, earning
£193millionor 7.5%of the total.
Thegreater useof split-ticketing
for anestimated5%of longer
distance journeys is also a factor
in the reduced level of the
average fare.
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As 5ft of flood water subsided, the DCDR could begin to assess the substantial damage that had been
caused.

1.A period of high winds and
heavy rain at the end of October
and early November either side
of Storm Ciaran saw lines across
the country run at reduced
speed or even close altogether.
This was the scene at Claypole,
Lincolnshire, on October 23 as
‘Azuma’No. 801229 works the
1E03/05.34 Stirling to Kings
Cross past flooded fields.
PAUL CLARK

2.GWR IET No. 802010 was
brought to a halt north-east
of Par, Cornwall, early on
November 2, when a damaged
tree was found to be fouling
the line.This is the view looking

in the up direction towards
Lostwithiel. NETWORK RAIL

3.The older (eastern) part of
the sea wall at Dawlish was
damaged by early November
storms, this view about a week
later on the 11th shows how
some of the coping stones had
been displaced by waves.
DAVID HUNT

4.Ryde Pier on the Isle ofWight
is particularly susceptible to
bad weather, and so it proved as
this view shows on November 3,
with some of the walkways
lifted from below on the
recently renovated structure.
PHIL MARSH

Stormdevastatesheritage line
Northern Ireland’s Downpatrick
and County Down Railway left with
extensive and expensive damage.

ByHassardStacpoole

THE Downpatrick and County
Down Railway in Northern
Ireland has had to suspend all
operations until further notice
because of flood damage
caused by Storm Ciaran at the
end of October, with water
levels rising on the last day
of the DCDR’s‘Phantom Flyer
Halloween’trains on October 29.

The flooding devastated
large parts of the town, with the
DCDR’s station area, carriage
gallery and workshops under
5ft of flood water at one point,
damaging locomotives and
rolling stock.

DCDR chairman Robert
Gardner toldTheRM :“This is a
devastating blow to the railway.
We were all gearing up for a
busy Christmas season with our
popular‘Lapland Express’and
ourWinter Diesel Gala. However,
we are now in a position where
we don’t know when can start
running trains again.

“We see the marshes flooding
every year, but when the waters
kept rising, we were hoping it
would stop and it just never did.
The only building we had left
out of the water was the main

station building as it’s up higher.
“All diesel locomotives and

railcars were submerged
in water for some time and,
together with the IrishTraction
Group (ITG), we are inspecting
and assessing all for damage.
Water was high enough to have
entered axleboxes, traction
motors, and other aspects of the
locomotives and we are braced
for very bad news because it
is possible that some may be
beyond our ability to repair.We
will not know the extent of the
damage until our team have
carried out full assessments in
the coming weeks.”

Extensivedamage
Locomotives Nos. 146, G617,
A39R, and C231, 80 Class power
car No. 90 and theWickham
railcar have all been in deep
water. Power car No. 69
in the workshop, which is
under restoration, was also
submerged.

450 Class railcar No. 458
escaped water rising above
the axle boxes everywhere
except the driving trailer cab
end, but it still needs to be
inspected and dried out fully
to prevent possible major

damage.The DCDR’s small fleet
of steam locomotives was partly
submerged, but these are not
as complex to return to service,
and were partially dismantled
either for overhaul or for their
annual boiler inspection.

“We have reached out to
Irish Rail and Northern Ireland
Railways for help and advice to
get our motive power back into
action,”said Mr Gardiner.“We
have also had good support and
advice from heritage railways in
Britain. However, in addition to
the damage to rolling stock, we
have also lost a lot of equipment,
tools, and spares needed to

maintain and run the railway.
“We are lucky that we are

covered by insurance and
are seeking to find a suitable
insurance assessor with railway
experience, as the damage
is likely to run into hundreds
of thousands of pounds. Like
many other businesses in
Downpatrick, we are frustrated
that, a week after the flooding,
we have not yet received any
support from the Government
because there is no Northern
Ireland Executive, and the
Northern Ireland Office has
failed to engage.

“The first step is to assess the

rolling stock and see what can
be returned to operational order
easily and quickly, we don’t even
have a working locomotive to
shunt rolling stock around the
site yet.

“We are, however, grateful
to the enthusiast community,
many of whom have generously
waived their gala refunds to
help us get back on track.The
outpouring of support across
social media has genuinely
brought tears to our eyes.”

To find out more about how
you can support the DCDR,
please visit the website at
www.downrail.co.uk/flood.

Widespread storm damage
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ColasType 3No. 37254 connected to a solid fuel oxide cell system
during the demonstration at the company’s Rugbydepot on
September 21. HOPE DREW/ADELAN LTD

CORNISH
CDAs CUT:
Cutting has begunof
the former CDA china
claywagons at St Blazey
Yard in Cornwall. The
last of the four-wheeled
fleetwaswithdrawn in
August after 35 years of
service, being replaced
by newer bogie JIAs.
This viewonOctober 21
shows someof the
frameswith their
hoppers removed.
CRAIGMUNDAY

SIDELINES
Seasonal concert
A RAIL Staff Christmas Carol
Service is to be held in
central London onThursday,
December 14. It takes place at
St Mary’s Church on Eversholt
Street, which runs along the
eastern side of Euston station.

The event will feature
London’s Transport Choir and
begins at 12.30, followed
by light refreshments. The
organisers say that all are
welcome to attend.

Tube Street View
TRANSPORT for London and
Google are collaborating
to provide ‘Street View’
images within a number
of stations. The project will
use 360-degree cameras to
capture images inside around
30Tube stations, including
Green Park, King’s Cross St
Pancras andWaterloo. The
images should be available to
see in 2024.

Plessey viaduct repaired
EXTENSIVE repairs to
PlesseyViaduct on the
East Coast Main Line
north of Cramlington,
Northumberland, were
completed on November 3.
Part of themasonry parapet
wall was discovered to be
loose during planned track
renewals in early October,
resulting in single-line
running over the viaduct
during the works.

Brent Cross opening
THE new £40million Brent
CrossWest station is due to
open on December 10. The
four-platform station will be
served byThameslink services
between Luton, Sutton and
Rainham, with eight trains
per hour in each direction at
peak times, six in the off-peak.
Services will also connect
with the Elizabeth Line at
Farringdon.

York scheme rejected
PROPOSALS by LNER to repair
and restore the porte cochère
at York station in time for its
150th anniversary in June
2027 have been rejected by
York City Council’s planning
committee.

The Grade II-listed building
is currently used for taxis, but
the plan would have seen
it become fully glazed with
new retail space. Councillors
said there were concerns
that what LNER planned‘just
wasn’t right’ for the space,
which includes the distinct
station taxi office inside the
portico, which is also a listed
structure.

LNERMDDavid Horne
said the plans would have
solved a number of problems,
including that of pigeons and
anti-social behaviour.

Ridership is creepingup
Passenger journeys have risen to
89%of pre-pandemic levels.

THEnumberofpassenger
journeysmadeonBritain’s rail
network rosebyalmost a fifth
year-on-year in the second
quarter of 2023,April 1 to June
30, according to the latest
figuresproducedby industry
regulator theOfficeof Road
andRail.
A total of 390million journeys

weremadeover the three
months, representinga19%
increaseon the328million
journeys in the sameperiod in
2022.However, thenumbers are
still only 89%ofpre-pandemic
levels.
All franchisedoperatorshad

agreater numberofpassenger
journeys than theprevious
year, ranging from1%for
TransPennineExpress to33%
for ScotRail. However, the latter

wasoperatingona reduced
timetable fromMay23 to July
15, 2022, therefore the increase
in the latest quarter partly
reflects the return tousual
services.
TheLondonandSouthEast

sector recorded276million
journeys in thequarter,making
it the largest sectorbynumber
of journeys.Thiswas a24%
increaseon the223million
journeys in the sameperiod last
year.TheLongDistance sector
recorded33million journeys
(an8% increase),while the
Regional sector recorded79
million journeys (a 10%rise).
Therewere2.4million

passenger journeys recorded
for all openaccessoperators
combined,which is a slight
increase (up2%) compared

Fuel cell project stalled
COLASRail Freighthas“no
immediateplans”to continue its
involvement ina solidoxide fuel
cell (SOFC) trial unless further
fundingbecomesavailable,
writesGraemePickering.
This followsa static

demonstrationat its Rugby
depot inSeptember, using
Class37No. 37254,whichwas
attached toaSOFC runningon
BioLiquifiedPetroleumGas
(BioLPG) topower its exterior
and interior lights.
The trial, inpartnership

with fuel systemsdeveloper
G-Volutionandusing
equipment suppliedbyAdelan
Ltd, aimed toprove theconcept
ofusingonboard fuel cells to
power locomotiveauxiliary
equipment. Route simulations
carriedoutby theUniversityof
Birminghamshowed that, on

aworkingusing twoClass37
locomotives, 35kWSOFCshad
thepotential togiveanaverage
carbondioxideequivalent
savingof12%(50 tonnes)per
annumandanaverageyearly
reduction in fuel costsof 8%.
Auxiliaries,which, in addition

to lighting, includeequipment
suchasair compressors,
cooling fan, control systems
and tractionmotorblowers
are termedas‘parasitic loads’
because theyareusually
poweredvia the locomotive’s
diesel engineand reducepower
available for traction.
The first part of theproject

receivedover£378,000 in last
year’s roundof funding from
theDepartment forTransport’s
‘First of aKind’programme.
Thenext stagewouldbe to
install theSOFCequipment

onboard the locomotive
using spaceavailablenear the
electrical control cabinet and
batteries, butColas says thekey

challengesare costper kilowatt
andpackaginga systemwhich
woulddeliver the required
output.

with the samequarter in the
previous year.HullTrains
recordeda31% increaseand
GrandCentral 12%.

Revenuefigures
Total passenger revenuewas
£2.6billion in the latest quarter,
which is a 10%year-on-year
increasewhenadjusted for
inflationusing theConsumer
Prices Index, but 78%ofpre-
pandemic levels.
AnytimeorPeak tickets saw

the largest growthat £790
million in the latest quarter,
a 17% increaseon the£677
million in2022. Season tickets
alsogeneratedmore revenue in
the latest quarter, up7%from
£180million to£193million, but
theyonly accounted for 13%of
journeys.
In termsof thedistance

coveredby rolling stock, 750
millionpassenger vehicle
kilometreswereoperated in the

latest quarter – a0.7% increase
on the samequarter last year,
but 90%ofpre-pandemic levels.
Analysis byGreatBritish

RailwaysTransitionTeam
showed that revenue from
leisure travel grewbya fifth
(19%)quarter-on-quarter,
commuting rose6%, and
business travel grew8%.“There
are a fewareaswherewe’re
focusedonmakingcollective
progress,”said Suzanne
Donnelly, GBRTT’s director of
passenger revenue.“These
include service reliability,
optimisinghowcapacity is
usedacross thenetwork in
lightof newtravel trends,
making ticketing simpler and
better value formoney, and
improving communications
and information topassengers.
Theseare areasweknowwill
have thebiggest impact in
encouragingmorepeople to
choose the train,moreoften.”
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LEFT:Class 31 No. 31466 pictured with the Project SODOR
hybrid communications technology test train at Levisham,
NYMR, on October 24.

ABOVE:The wagon within the train carrying apparatus
including satellite and generator equipment.
BOTH PHOTOS: TONY WINWARD

No. 60103 on display at Freightliner Railport in Doncaster on
November 10. BEN HARRISON PHOTOGRAPHY

SIDELINES
Cornish smartcard
GREATWestern Railway and
Cornwall Council launched
a pay-as-you-go smartcard
inWest Cornwall on
November 15, valid on GWR
and CrossCountry services
between Penzance, Par St Ives
and Falmouth. Plans are in
place to extend the scheme to
the rest of Cornwall.

Train tickets, season tickets
and railcards can be stored on
the pay-as-you-go smartcard.
See GWR.com/CornwallPAYG
for details.

Book your slot at Kents
Bank station library
WORK is underway at the
library devoted to railways
and transport at Kents Bank
station, on the Furness Line,
to establish a not-for-profit
community interest company
to develop the collection,
which numbers in excess of
3000 titles.

Run by Paul Salveson,
visits to the library are
currently by appointment,
but it is planned to hold
monthly open days on the
first Saturday of eachmonth,
starting in 2024. A preview
‘open day’was held on
October 21, and attracted 60
visitors.

The library is primarily for
reference, but there is a small
lending section. Visit www.
stationlibrary.org.uk for more
details.

Fighting fare evasion
TRAIN operator Northern has
issued a warning to persistent
fare-dodgers after recouping
millions in lost revenue for the
financial year 2022/23. The
operator said that 108,681
reports of attempted fare
evasion had resulted in 301
court sittings, which secured
14,072 convictions and led to
repaid revenue of £2,851,883.

The operator added that
with 70% of tickets now
bought via onlinemethods,
its Digital Fraud Investigations
Team can scrutinise the
circumstances of alleged fare
evasion incidents inmuch
more detail, including any
instances of historic fare
evasion or delay repay claims.

ProjectSODORtestsonNYMR
Heritage railway hosts a three-week trial of hybrid communications
technology ahead of roll-out tomain line testing.

ByGraemePickering

RUNNING for threeweeks
from lateOctober, theNorth
YorkshireMoorsRailwaywas
the location for a trial of new
technologyaimedat improving
mobile communications
onboard trains.
Theproject calledSODOR

is ledby IT andbusiness
consulting firmCGI,whichwas

chosenby theGovernment in
November2021 todevelopand
demonstrateahybrid satellite
and terrestrial communications
systemforuseon trains.The
acronymstands for Satellites
forDigitisationofRailways,
although it alsoappropriately
spells out thenameof the
fictional island fromReverend
WAwdry’sTheRailwaySeries
books.

TestingontheNYMRbetween
PickeringandGrosmontwas
aprecursor to futuremain line
trials and involvedmovinga
train includingawagoncarrying
agenerator andsatellite
equipment.
Working inpartnership

with technology firms Icomera,
Isotropic Systemsand5G3i,
alongwithNetworkRail,
ScotRail, NorthernandLNER,

theproject aims todemonstrate
howhybridnetworksbased
on5Gmobile technologycan
improve receptionandoffer
better value formoney.The
systemuses connections
with satellites to fill thegap
inexisting terrestrialmobile
coverage, givingadditional
capacity forpurposes suchas
trainmonitoringandcrewand
passenger communications.

Flying Scotsman
goes home
AS PARTof its centenary year
celebrations, theNRM’s‘A3’No.
60103 FlyingScotsman returned
to its homecityover the long
weekendofNovember10-12.
Theworld famous locomotive

wasdisplayedat Freightliner
Railport inDoncaster, as its
actualbirthplaceatDoncaster
Works (‘ThePlant’)wasknocked
down in2008and the land
reused forhousing.
The first dayof the three

wasaprivate event ledby
FreightlinerUK&Europechief
executiveofficerTimShoveller,

andDoncasterMayorRos
Jones,whichalso sawNo. 66508
namedCityofDoncaster.This
was followedbya ticketed
eventover thenext twodays
allowing thepublic togetup
close to the‘A3’in light steam.
■FlyingScotsman is toend its
centenary yearwithavisit to
Locomotion inShildon from
December16 to January7,
where itwill be in light steam
andopen for cabvisits.While
theevent is freeof charge,
ticketsmustbebooked in
advance.The specially-created

Send in your best photos of 2023 to win prizes!
WITH theChristmasholidays
fast approaching, thebreak
couldbeagreat time to look
backover yourphotographsof
recentmonths for theRCTS’s
free andeasy-to-enter prize
competition.
BackedbyMortons

Media–publisher of The
RailwayMagazine,Heritage
Railway,Rail Express,Railways
Illustratedand SteamDays

– the‘SteamorModern;
People and theEnvironment’
competitionoffers existing
and fledglingphotographers
of any age the chance to
showcase theirwork and
winoneof agreat rangeof
special prizes.These include
a simulator session, cab
rides, depot tours, books and
magazineoffers suppliedby
GBRailfreight, NeneValley

Railway, SevernValleyRailway,
DBCargoandTalyllynRailway.
There are fourpossible

categories to enter: Heritage
railways andmainline steam;
ModernTraction; People
and theRailways; andThe
Environment and theRailway.
The competition is open
to all and there is no fee to
enter. Photographs canbe
submittedanytimebefore

theendofMarch2024,with
images takenat any timeafter
January 1, 2022.

For the latest information,
full termsandconditions, and
a link touploadyourphotos,
please visit thededicated
webpageat rcts.org.uk/
rcts-mortons-media-photo-
competition-2023.
Good luck!We look forward

to receiving your entries!

film‘FlyingScotsman: 100Years,
100Voices’will alsobe screened,
showingstories frompeople
whose liveshavebeen touched

by the locomotive.Themuseum
is closedonDecember24-26,
but seewww.locomotion.org.uk
formoredetails.

PRE-ORDER
TODAY!
➜ VISIT MRTNS.UK/
PRE-ORDER-RM
Save on a trip to the shops!p p
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Twoof the 72beams in position, showing the height of theThameValley viaduct over the river’s floodplain. ALL PHOTOSTAKENONOCTOBER 30 BY PHILMARSH

A90 tonnebeamarrives by road from the factory on the Isle of Grain.

Engineers check the beam’s dimensions and levels. One of the viaduct’s pier foundations under construction.

ValeofAylesburyviaductunveiled
HS2 contractor EKFB has been busy on the northern outskirts of Aylesbury preparing the groundworks for
theThameValley viaduct, which will carry the high-speed line at low level across the river’s floodplain.

ByPhilMarsh

MAIN constructionhas begun
on the 880metre-longThame
ValleyViaduct to thenorth of
Aylesbury.
The viaductwill have 36

spans, each formedof two
90 tonneprecast boxgirders
(beams) placed longitudinally
on a series of 70precast piers,
which in turn each rest on
three 45m-deeppiles.Thepiers
are only 3.3maboveground
level, so thiswill be noWelwyn
orHarringworth viaduct in
appearance, despite the
estimated total of nearly
6km (3¾mile) of piling
required.
32 spans are 25ms long and

four are 20m,whichwhen
completewill have created
the longest viaduct inwhat is
knownas theC23Programme

away andengineers check the
beam’s dimensions theold-
fashionedwaybyusing a spirit
level and tapemeasure.The
beam is then lifted, swungand
loweredonto thepre-prepared
pier baseplates, eachwith
four vertical bolts to secure
themonto their designated
pier,while 10 rods create a
strong connectionbetween the
beams. A complete lift is carried
out in about 15minutes.
The viaduct’s deck, formedof

reinforced concrete slabpartly
precast andpartly created
on-site,will beplacedon the
beams later for the rails to be
installedupon.
Theoriginal planwas to

have four precast beams, but a
redesignhalved this. As a result
of this changebenefits include
environmental, cost and
flexibility in the construction
sequence, plus a reduction

ofHS2.This runs for 80km
(50miles) from just southof
Beaconsfield toGreatworth
(southofWarwick), andwill
eventually boast 15 viaducts.

Off-sitemanufacture
Thepost-tensioned, precast box
girders aremanufacturedby
Pacadar on the Isle of Grain in
Kent using the samemould to
ensure consistency.
Theyare transported

individually fromthere to site
overnightby road.
Each endof thebeam is

labellednorth or south. As
there is no area on site large
enough to turnoneof the
delivery lorries, thebeamsmust
be loaded the rightway round
in Kent for liftingoff the trailer
andonto the viaduct piers.
Once abeamhasbeen

lifted clear of the trailer by two
crawler cranes, the lorry drives

in temporaryworks during
construction.

Just likeLego
Constructionof thepiers
began severalmonths ago.

All themajor elements of the
bridge– the concrete piers,
beams, reinforced concrete
deckplanks andparapet – are
manufacturedoff-site on the
Isle of Grain and assembledon
site, asHS2puts it:“Like a giant
Lego set!”
HS2 claims this is the first

prefabricated viaduct to be
built in theUK.
Contractor EKFB is a joint

venture betweenEffiage, Kier,
BamNuttall and Ferrovial
construction, a Spanish
company.
A spokesperson said:“This

structural design is basedon
similar viaducts built as part
of the Spanishhigh-speed
rail network, and reduces
construction time,workforce
numbers, and embedded
carbon.”
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Railways in Parliament Compiled by Jon Longman

Above: The 336-tonnemiddle shield of tunnel boringmachine Emily
is lowered into the ancillary shaft atVictoria Road, Ealing. It andTBM
Annewill bore the 3.4-mile tunnel fromhere toGreenparkWay in
Greenford. HS2

SIDELINES
ColneValleyViaduct
passeshalfwaypoint
ALMOST twoyears after
workon theColneValley
ViaductnearDenham in
Buckinghamshirebegan,
constructionengineershave
passed thehalfwaypoint.
The2.1-mile structure

will carryHS2over a series
of lakes and theGrand
UnionCanalbetween the
LondonandChiltern tunnels.
More than500of the1000
segments (formingover a
mileof viaductdeck)were in
placebyearlyNovember.

Diggingthat£25
millionsaving
IT is estimated thatdigital
monitoring technology
installedondiggersworking
on theHS2construction
projecthashelped to reduce
costsbyaround£25million.
Usedbycontractor EFKB

joint venture,DIGGER (DIGital
EarthworksReporting
programme)usesdata from
700earthmoverson the
50-mile central sectionof the
London-WestMidlands route.
Locatingpinchpoints

on sites andbetterutilising
machineshasenabled
the savings, a significant
proportionofwhich
came fromreduced fuel
consumption.

TBMs Emily andAnne
prepare for launch
Another key section
of tunnelling is
about to begin in
West London.
TOWARDS theendofOctober,
tunnelboringmachines (TBMs)
EmilyandAnnewere lowered
in sections intoa25-metre
deep (82 feet) ancillary shaft
atVictoriaRoad inEaling,West
London.
Itwill be their starting

point at thebeginningof
2024 for theexcavationof the
3.4-mile tunnelunder Ealing
toGreenparkWay inGreenford,
whichwill takearoundayear to
complete.
Emily is namedaftermidwife

(and later Ealingmayor) Emily
SophiaTaylor,whoprovided
help forwomenwhocould
not affordmaternity care.Anne
is namedafter educational
reformer, philanthropist and
anti-slavery campaigner Lady
AnneByron.
Manufacturedby

Herrenknecht inGermany, the
assembledTBMswill each

weigh1700 tonnesandhave
eightbackgantries each,
carryingall the systems required
for the tunnellingoperation.

LNERtrial success
LORDBradshawwanted
to knowwhether the
Government planned apilot
scheme to abolish peak time
fares similar to that introduced
by ScotRailwith funding from
the ScottishGovernment.
TransportMinister Baroness

Vere ofNorbiton replied:
“There are no current plans
to introduce apilot scheme
to abolish peak time fares in
England.
“Peak andoff-peak fares

are an important tool to
managedemandandalleviate
crowdingonpeak time
services by encouraging those
who can travel off peak todo
so. In recent years,wehave
introduced several initiatives
to support passengers and
improve affordability of rail.
Wehave successfully launched
flexible season tickets to
support commuters’return
to the rail following the
pandemic.
“Wehave also saved a

generationof passengers a
third off their fares through
the 16-17 and26-30Railcards

andwent even further in
November 2020by extending
these savings to former
servicemen andwomen
through aVeterans Railcard.
“We are now rolling out

single leg pricing tomost
of LondonNorth Eastern
Railway’s network following
a successful trial.Wewill
carefully consider the impacts
of expanding single leg
pricing tomost of LNER’s
network before taking
decisions on anywider
extension.”

Passengerassistance
LIFE peer BaronessThomas
ofWinchester askedwhether
theGovernment’s plans to
make using the Passenger
Assistance service easier
for disabled people are
compatiblewith plans for
closing booking offices (plans
thatwere subsequently
cancelled, seeHeadlineNews).
BaronessVere said:

“Togetherwith industry,
wewant to improve and
modernise the passenger
experience bymoving staff

out from ticket offices to
providemore help and advice
in customer focused roles.
“Safety and accessibility

remain a top priority. The
Passenger Assist servicewill
continue to help disabled
passengers to use the
networkwith confidence and
in safety.
“Since April 2022,

passengers have been able
to prebook their assistance
up to two hours in advance
of their journey, at any time
of the day.”

AccruingWMTbenefits
PORTSMOUTHSouthMP
StephenMorgan askedwhat
steps theDfT is taking to
improve services via Crewe.
TransportMinister Hugh

Merriman said:“TheDfT
continues towork closely
withTOCs to reviewoptions
to improve performance and
increase services to and from
Crewe.
“Togetherwe areworking

to develop a resilient
timetable that is appropriate
to passenger demand and

delivers good value for the
taxpayer.WestMidlands
Trains is improving its
Birmingham-Crewe-Liverpool
services to half hourly at peak
times andmost of Saturdays.
“WMT is also trialling

12-car operation on selected
Sunday services on its Crewe
to Euston route due to rising
demand.”

Goviaservice review
LEWISHAM&DeptfordMP
Vicky Foxcroft askedwhether
theDfT has had discussions
withGoviaThameslink
Railway on the reduction of
its Southern LondonBridge to
East Croydon services.
TransportMinister Richard

Holden said:“TheDfT has
regular discussionswithTOCs
to assess the level of service
provision and ensure that the
timetablemeets passenger
demand.The timetablewill
remain under regular review.
“However, there are no

significant changes currently
planned to services between
East Croydon and London
Bridge.”

NetworkRail careers
EASINGTONMPGrahame
Morris requested the intake
dates fornewNetworkRail
apprentices.
MrMerrimansaid the latest

intakeofRailwayEngineering
TechnicianApprentices in
October saw189 recruits start.
Headded:“Thenext intake
will beOctober2024.Network
Railwill haveone large intake
ayear for this schememoving
forward.”

Speedingupprojects.
FOLLOWINGuphis earlier
question,MrMorganasked
what steps theDfT is taking to
speedupand reduce thecosts
ofdelivering infrastructure
projects.
MrMerriman replied:“We

work closelywithNetworkRail
to improve the speedandcost
ofdelivering infrastructure
projects.
“NetworkRail has setup

Rail SPEED (Swift, Pragmatic
andEfficient Enhancement
Delivery)... to identifyways
to increase theefficiencyof
infrastructuredelivery.”
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Peter Nicholson, 1948-2023. JOSH BRINSFORD

PeterTownendpictured for the interview in ourDecember 2007
issue. NICK PIGOTT

Peter and grandson Josh linesiding at theWest
Somerset Railway on September 23. ROBINWHITE

PeterNicholson1948-2023
Railway author, photographer and RM correspondent.
IT ISwithgreat sadness thatwe
report thedeathof railway
author, journalist, photographer
andpreservationist Peter
Nicholson,whopassedawayon
October30aged75.
Peterhadbeenanoccasional

contributorofphotographs
andarticles toTheRailway
Magazine formanyyears
beforebecomingourClassic
Tractioncorrespondent in
1999,drawingonhis in-depth
knowledgeofpreserveddiesel
andelectric locomotives. Six
years later, Peter introduceda
newsection to themagazine
coveringminiature railways.
TheRMeditor at the time,

NickPigott, recalledhowhe
had initiallyneededsome
persuasion to include these
smallergauge railways in the
magazine, but subsequently
had toadmit thatPeterhad
been right todoso.
Peterwrote forTheRMuntil

theNovember2023 issue, in
recent years assistedbyhis
grandson JoshBrinsford,who
is following inhisgrandfather’s
writing footsteps fromthis
month. Josh said:“Peterwill be
sorelymissedbyeveryonewho
knewhim, andour family thank
everyonewhohas showntheir
support.Weareverygrateful
andwill all remember thegood
timeswithgrandad.”
Formanyyears, Peterworked

forHaynesPublishing in
Sparkford, Somerset, andwas
thebookeditorof anumberof

passedaway.Healso saved
manynarrowgauge steam
anddiesel locos, including

repatriating locos fromFrance
andother countries.

PaulBickerdyke

publications, but alsoauthored
hisownworks.
As a frequent visitor tomany

heritage railwaysacross the
country, Peterwasknownby
many.Hedidnot justwrite the
news,however, ashewasalso
veryactive‘on theother sideof
the fence’as theownerofmany
standard, narrow, andminiature
gauge railwayvehicles.
In1979hewaspart of the

group that formed theBarry
SteamLocomotiveAction
Group (BSLAG) to saveas

many locos fromthe famous
scrapyardaspossible, at the
timewhen theyardhad run
outofwagons toprocess and
sowas turning to the long lines
of locomotives thathadbeen
stored there since the1960s.
Oneofhis favouriteBarry

locoswasGWRChurchward
2-8-0No. 2807,whichhe
campaigned to saveas the
oldest survivorof the‘2800’
Class. Poignantly, the loco
returned to steamafter
overhaul just adaybeforePeter

Peter Townend 1925-2023
Themanwho gave Gresley Pacifics a new lease of life.
TOTAKE control of theEast
CoastMainLine’spremier
motivepowerdepot at theage
of 30 requires anexceptional
level of ability.Toplayavital
role in thedevelopmentof
GresleyPacifics too confirms
PeterTownendasoneof the
most influential steamfigures
inpostwarBritain.
BornonAugust 13, 1925and

raised inDoncaster, Peterhad
been takenas a10-year-old to
witness the inaugural runof
‘A4’No. 2509 SilverLinkon the
‘Silver Jubilee’in September
1935andquicklybecamean
enthusiast, devouring the
pagesofTheRailwayMagazine
inhis local library everymonth.
“Itwas theonlywaywecould

findoutwhatwashappening
on theLNERandother railways
in thosedays,”he said.

After learninghis tradeas
apremiumapprentice in the
whiteheatofDoncasterWorks
during theSecondWorldWar,
heprogressed to relief and
managerial roles at various
sheds, includingMelton
Constable,YarmouthBeach,
BurySt Edmunds,March, King’s
Lynn, Plaistow,Hatfield, Boston
andHitchin. In thoseposts, he
foundhimself having togive
orders tomenoldenough
tobehisgrandfather, but it
proved theperfectpreparation
for theplum jobhewas to land
in1956as shedmaster at King’s
Cross.
In thehalf-decadehe spent

at‘TopShed’, hehadaround50
Pacifics underhiswing, 19of
whichwere‘A4s’. ButPeterdid
notmerely run thedepot, he
entered thehistorybooks as

themanwhose comparison
trials didmuch to lead to
themass-fittingof‘A4s’and
‘A3s’withdouble chimneys,
therebygiving themanew
leaseof life in the faceof the
diesel onslaught.Hewasalso
responsible for the fittingof
Germansmokedeflectors to
themajorityof‘A3s’, having
travelled toCologneathis own
expense toobserve thedevices
inuse there.
Unlikemanyother ECML

shedmasters, hedidnot
dispensewithhis teamof
cleaners as a cost-saving
measureeither, ensuring that
King’sCross’s immaculately-
groomedsteedswerealmost
invariably the smartest on
the line.
Peter left the‘Cross in

1961and retired fromthe rail

industry 23years later, buthe
remained in close touchwith
the steamheritagemovement,
becomingvice-presidentof the
A1SteamLocomotiveTrust, the
GresleySociety and theEngine
ShedSociety.Headvised
the trust on the construction
ofTornadoand theNational
RailwayMuseumon the
restorationof FlyingScotsman,
andcontinued togiveofhis

expertise freely toengineers
andoperatorswell intohis 90s.
Havingmoved to the

Devon resort ofTorquay inhis
retirement, hepassedawayon
October18, less than twoyears
fromhis 100thbirthday, buthis
remarkable legacy liveson in
hisbooks, thebest- knownof
whichare‘TopShed’and‘East
Coast Pacifics atWork’.

NickPigott
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A smiling Rob Coulson drives James Spooner away from
the water tower at Harbour station after returning with
the October 20 special train. CLIFF THOMAS

Double-Fairlie No. 8 James Spooner had its official launch at the
Ffestiniog Railway on October 20, as Cliff Thomas reports.

FOLLOWING the unveiling of the
Ffestiniog Railway’s newly built
Double-Fairlie James Spooner during
its October 6-8 BygonesWeekend
(see Headline News last issue), the

locomotive was ceremonially launched on
October 20.
James Spoonerwas fully painted in lined

‘Victorian Plum’ livery for its Bygones
Weekend cameo appearance, but did not
carry nameplates – although the name did
appear on the distinctive bells atop the boiler.
As invited guests and press arrived at a

rainswept Harbour station on the morning
of October 20, James Spooner stood at the
head of a train with its nameplates fitted but
obscured. On the adjacent road was England
0-4-0STTWelsh Pony, which carries the same
ornate livery as the new Double-Fairlie.
Welsh Pony is currently out of service awaiting
work on a crank pin, but had been carefully
drawn across the Cob for the occasion.
With guests andmedia aboard, James

Spooner set off hauling its first loaded

passenger train, driven by Rob Coulson and
fired by FR’s youngest fireman. The special
train’s arrival at Tan y Bwlch was greeted
by Double-Fairlie David Lloyd George at the
head of a train of heritage stock posed in the
loop, and at Blaenau Ffestiniog Double-Fairlie
Merddin Emryswas similarly posed with a
heritage train on the other platform road.

Speeches
A choir of local primary schoolchildren
entertained the guests before Dr David Gwyn
stepped up to the microphone to provide
an introduction inWelsh and English as the
rain continued to beat down on the canopy
– NorthWales’s share of Storm Babet rather
than the “traditional Blaenau welcome”, as
David Gwyn joked!
He was followed by Ffestiniog &Welsh

Highland Railway (Ff&WHR) chairman Dr
John Prideaux, who spoke of the genius of
James Spooner’s engineering of the FR with
its gradient calculated to enable gravity
working down to the harbour and horse

haulage of empty wagons back to Blaenau.
He also mentioned that it was good to see
a descendant of James Spooner, Mr Nigel
Spooner, present for the occasion but
unfortunate that Ff&WHR general manager,
Paul Lewin, had tested positive for Covid
and was obliged to stay in isolation at his
Minffordd home.
John Prideaux thanked all involved in

the project to build the new locomotive,
emphasised the size of the FR’s contribution
to the local economy, and closed by referring
to the allocation of the fleet number 8 to the
new James Spooner as also forever reminding
him that bringing the project to fruition had
taken no less than eight years!
Next to speak was Ff&WHR chief

mechanical engineer JohnWhalley who
outlined the gestation of the project.
Starting with the idea of designing and
producing a new Double-Fairlie boiler,
realisation of just how worn out 1979-built
Earl of Merioneth had become evolved into the
decision to build an entirely new locomotive,

Britain’s newest
New-build locomotives

“Bringing the project to fruition had
taken no less than eight years”



JAMES Spoonerwas a surveyor
and engineer largely responsible
for building the Ffestiniog
Railway and its development
over the first 20 years. Hewas
born in Powick,Worcestershire,
in 1790 but his work took him
and his family to NorthWales in
the late 1810s, eventually settling

in Porthmadog in the early 1820s.
An initial survey of a railway

route to Porthmadog in 1825
largely followed that of the later
CroesorTramway, but a later
survey in 1830/31 established the
route of the Ffestiniog Railway as
built in 1832-36.
Spooner oversaw construction

of the line and then became its
manager, beginning the process
of upgrading the permanent
way in the 1850s so that steam
locomotives could be used
instead of horses. He died
in August 1856 and is buried
just outside Porthmadog at St
Cynhaearn’s church.

THEMANBEHINDTHENAME

Right: A close-up on the
new loco’s named bell
and whistle. CLIFF THOMAS

Left: Liz Saville Roberts
MP and a pupil from
Ysgol Y Maenofferen
pull the curtain cord
to unveil the James
Spooner nameplate
at Blaenau Ffestiniog
on October 20.
CHRIS PARRY/FF&WHR

Left: The FR’s oldest
operational Double-
FairlieMerddin Emrys
(built in 1879) and the
newest James Spooner
alongside each other
at a very wet Blaenau
Ffestiniog on October
20. CHRIS PARRY/FF&WHR

During a lunchtime layover between services on October 27, the Ffestiniog Railway’s new Double-Fairlie James Spooner took part in an impromptu line-up at Harbour
station with 1879-builtMerddin Emrys (left) and 1992-built David Lloyd George (centre). CHRIS PARRY/FF&WHR

but construction had been severely set back
by the Covid-19 pandemic.

Not a replica
John emphasised the new loco was not a
replica of the original 1872-built James Spooner
(withdrawn in 1928), but did take important
design cues from this locomotive – including
such noticeable features as the open centre
of the cab (there is a roof section which can
be put in place, but this was not in use for the
launch day) and the bells and their mountings
on the boiler. The design was also influenced
byMerddin Emrys, built in 1879 by Boston
Lodge and still in service.
Attention then switched to James Spooner

itself, where a curtain covering the nameplate
was pulled back to reveal the name by Liz
Saville Roberts, the Plaid CymruMP for
Dwyfor Meirionnydd, and a pupil selected by
Ysgol YMaenofferen.

James Spooner is the seventh FR Double-
Fairlie, the fifth built at Boston Lodge and the
third in current service. The others are Little
Wonder (George England 1869, scrapped),
James Spooner (Avonside 1872, scrapped),
Boston Lodge-builtMerddin Emrys (1879, in
service), Livingston Thompson (1886, static
display NRM), Earl of Merioneth (1979, in store)
and David Lloyd George (1992, in service). ■
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The two cars were returned to the railway on
September 5.

Looking from one car to the other on board the first
passenger service for 363 days on October 23.

Trackwork in progress at the Upper Station on March
27. Note the two towers built to conceal the water
tanks that originally powered the funicular.

One of the cars being refurbished at Wheel Sets UK
in Rotherham on June 23.

A view of the East Hill Lift on
reopening day, October 23.
ALL PHOTOS BY KEVIN BOORMAN

The East Sussex seaside town of Hastings has two operational
funiculars again after the reopening of the East Hill Lift.

BRITAIN’S steepest funicular
reopened on October 23 following
a year-long refurbishment of the
track and cars.

The 5ft gauge East Hill Lift (EHL)
in Hastings closed for extensive refurbishment
work in October 2022. It is one of two cliff
railways in the town, this one opening in 1902,
11 years after the West Hill Lift (WHL).

The refurbishment took longer than
planned because more work was found to
be needed than first thought. The two cars

were removed to complete the track repairs
and were refurbished at Wheel Sets UK in
Rotherham, South Yorkshire.

Funicular railways operate by cable with
counterbalanced ascending and descending
cars. The EHL originally used the water
balance principle, with the tanks hidden in
the towers at the Upper Station, but it was
switched to electric power in the mid-1970s.

The line runs from the seafront to Hastings
Country Park, overlooking the Old Town. It
is 267ft (81 metres) long with a gradient of

Back in

Cliff railways

38% slope (1-in-2.6), and each car can carry
16 passengers. The 6ft gauge WHL is nearly
twice as long at 500ft, but not quite as steep
at 33% slope (1-in-3).

Hastings councillor Andy Batsford said:
“We are delighted that this much-loved
asset has been restored to its former glory,
enabling passengers to enjoy the spectacular
views from the top of the East Hill for years
to come.”

The EHL is due to run at weekends during
the winter period. ■

The Railway Magazine • DECEMber 2023 27







Below: Ready for
the off at St Pancras
International on
October 9 with ‘Velaro’
Class 374 half-set No.
4033 heading train 9024,
the 11.31 to Paris Nord.
ALL PHOTOS BY JOHN HEATON

PRACTICE AND PERFORMANCE

John Heaton FCILT travels by train from London
to the French Riviera via the eastern city of Strasbourg.

EUROSTARTrain 9024was speeding across the
plains of Northern Francewith Class 374 ‘Velaro’
tri-voltage half-sets Nos. 4033/34 forming 16
coachesweighing some 916 tonnes tare and
packing 21,000hp. Cruising speedwas close to

the 300kph infrastructure’smaximum, varyingwith the
gradients and neutral sections, averaging around 290kph
(180mph) over long distances.
We had left London St Pancras International on time

to the second at 11.31 andmade themouth of the Channel
Tunnel in just 32min 26sec, covering the 111.41km (69.2
miles) at an average 207kph (129mph). To those train timers
weaned on Southern CEP EMUand baggage car formations
of 13 coaches usually taking over 80min to reach Folkestone
Harbour before the tedious embarkation, unpredictable
crossing times and unseemly scrummages alongside a
CalaisMaritime boat train, there could be nomore striking
example that times have changed.
On the other hand, you could turn up at LondonVictoria

aminute before departure back in those times and choose
your own seat.
Nowadays it is nearer 40min before departure and

Lost in

tolerate whatever the computer chooses to allocate, in this
case ‘backwards aisle’… as usual.
Passage through the tunnel took 20min 25sec,more than

a little down on the Railway Performance Society fastest
time of 18min 56sec, recorded in 1994, but with no sign of any
‘perturbation’ that could threatenmy Strasbourg connection
of an hour fromParis Nord to Paris Est. It took until
approaching Lille Europe before such optimism reverted to
realism.We stuttered along from ‘repère’ board to ‘repère’
board beforewe ground to a halt for 26minutes, during
which time ‘signalling problems’ became ‘wires down’.

Amissed connection
Another half hour’s crawl ensued, duringwhich time I
intercepted the Eurostar crewmember responsible for
sorting out connectional implications of the delay as she
passed throughmy coach at a faster speed than our train
was travelling. “Was the 15.51 [incidentally 15.53 retimed by
2min by textmessage after having booked] the last train
to Strasbourg?” she asked, clearly with no idea of where
Strasbourgwas or its importance. “Do you really think you
would not have enough time?” “Er… yes.”My ticket was
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1: Duplex TGV 2N2
No. 4706 at Paris Est on
October 9.

2: The interior of a
typical First Class ‘Corail’
open coach in use on
Strasbourg to Bâle
(Basel) TER trains on
October 10.

GuinnessWorld Record: Longest-running railway series, established in 1901

stamped ‘rupture de correspondance’ and I was told the
trainmanager of the next trainwould accommodateme
when shown the document. I suppressedmy scepticism.
In that strangeway that fate finds tomock us, arrival in

Paris Nord coincided precisely with the booked departure of
my connection from theGare de l’Est. Thewalk between the
two stations is further than St Pancras to King’s Cross, but
probably shorter than to Euston. However, it seems longer
than I remembered it when I once arrived fromBoulogne
at 16.54 and, travelling faster than a bolt fromWilliamTell’s
crossbow,made the Arbalète for Zurich at 17.05, a train
with conventional restaurant car and a 3,550hpClass 72000
diesel. Another reminder that times have changed.

East to the border
I elected to go to the booking office withmy ‘endorsement’.
The queuewas beingmanaged by a triage system, so I was
immediately plucked out for attention tomy affliction. A
ticket for the last seat on the next departure at 17.22was
forthcoming and I think I was expected to showmore
gratitude. The double-set TGVwas confusingly shown
as two trains, one for Freiburg (Germany) via Strasbourg
and one for Strasbourg only, both fromPlatform 27, but
passengers for the latter set could sit anywhere.
After ensuringmy booked coach no longer containedmy

seat, the trainmanager pointed to the front set and said
‘quatre-vingt-un ou quatre-vingt-deux’. Someonewas in 81
so it was backwards again. At leastmy first traversal of the
Ligne aGrandVitesse (LGV) Est would be in daylight and
not in darkness, as fearedwhen delayed at Lille. Instead of
twoDuplex sets we had aDuplex and a Réseau (Network) set,
still four power cars and 16 coaches totalling 24,245 hp for
782 tare tonnes at 31hp/tonne.
Using the admirable RPS Frenchmileage charts,

compiled by British expatriate andNice resident Alan
Varley, I aimed to keep track of the journey. The document
shows significant locations, their distance, themaximum
speed and altitudes, but LGVEst is another step up even
fromLGVNord, with the highermaximumpermissible

TABLE 1: PARIS EST TO STRASBOURG

Unit4723
Vehicles/tare/gross tonnes2+8/399/415
Train14.55Paris Est-Colmar
Date January 31, 2017
Recorder/PositionAVarley 4th of 10
Km Miles TimingPoint Sch MS KM/H MPH
0.00 0.00 PARIS EST d 0 000 Pfm27½L
8.91 5.54 Noisy-le-Sec 6 32 119 74
10.48 6.51 Bondy 715 129.9* 80.7*
18.31 11.38 Chelles 10 48 132.3* 82.2*
22.54 14.01 Vaires 12 21 163.7* 101.7*
22.70 14.11 LGV start
34.70 21.56 SEI 75 1646 260 162
41.20 25.60 Chauconin SEI 18 09 301/319 187/198
61.86 38.44 Ocquerre SEI 22 08 312/317 194/197
67.71 42.07 Coulombs SEI 23 17 299/314 186/195
78.48 48.77 CAI 25 21 313/319 194/198
84.46 52.48 CAI 26 31 305/317 190/197
94.31 58.60 Beuvardes SEI 28 25 302/317/284 188/197/176
112.87 70.13 Villers SEI 32 06 287/277 178/172
136.47 84.80 Champagne-Ardenne 3656 316 196
163.32 101.48 Livry SEI 42 04 311/317 193/197
183.36 113.93 A4BridgeW 4552 311/317 193/197
194.24 120.70 OB 4758 312/320/301 194/199/187
211.06 131.15 Villers SEI 51 12 312/318 194/198
226.95 141.02 CAI 54 14 314/297 195/185
236.27 146.81 Meuse 5603 311 193
258.36 160.54 Lamorville SEI 60 19 309/285/317 192/177/197
276.72 171.95 CAI 64 00 313 194
286.14 177.80 Preny SEI 65 56 248/234 154/145
304.02 188.91 LorraineTGV 6935 310/317 193/197
330.26 205.21 Lesse SEI 74 45 292 181
353.82 219.85 DomnonSEI 79 20 319/320 198/199
381.70 237.18 Vieux- LuxheimSEI 84 44 298 185
402.22 249.93 Steinburg SEI 88 56 282/303 175/188
414.73 257.70 CAI 91 33 265 165
429.86 267.10 Vendenheim 9626 sigs45/28 sigs28/17
434.68 270.10 Hausbergen 9954 150/160 93/99
439.50 273.09 STRASBOURGa 106 10505 Ave251 Ave156
Speedsmarked * are averages.
Log considerably condensed from theoriginal.Timed to a tenth of a second, rounded for
publication but used for checkingby average speed.
CAI= Cabine d’Apareillage Intermédiare (LGV relay room); SEI=Systèmed’Enclenchement
Informatisé (signalling cabin).

speed of 320kph (199mph),meaning a kilometrewhisks by in
just 11.25 sec.
I was now in theDuplex set, so forget GPS reception –

which is not too large an imposition on flatter lines, where
long distances are conductedwithout large speed variations,
but the LGVEst has successive steep rises and falls that the
averages disguise.
Timing at full speed is best done from viaducts and

tunnels, but there are notmany of either on this route, so
over bridges come second on the recommendation list.
Sorting one from another ismore difficult, unless it is
the ever-present A4motorway that crosses the railway
occasionally. Despitemy best efforts, in the end, I was like
Bonnie Tyler in 1976: ‘Lost in France’.
Most trains run nonstop for the 439.5km (273.1miles)

fromParis to Strasbourg, of which 385.5km (239.5miles) –
which is about 88% of the distance – are on the LGV.
Large towns, such as Nancy,Metz and Reims, are catered
for using short branches or the occasional LGVnew
station located inwilderness and requiring road transfer

“To train timers weaned on Southern
EMUs taking over 80 minutes to reach

Folkestone Harbour, there could no more
striking example that times have changed”
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A schematic rail
map of France
showing the

main cities on
John Heaton’s

trip from London
to Marseille via

Strasbourg.
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TABLE 2: STRASBOURGTOMULHOUSE

Loco Sybic 26158 (propelling) Sybic 26162 (propelling)
Load* 8/338/360/450 8/338/355/445
Train 07.21 Strasbourg-Bâle 09.51 Strasbourg-Bâle
Date October 10, 2023 October 10, 2023
Recorder/Position J Heaton 8th of 9 J. Heaton 8th of 9
Km Miles Timing Point Sch M S Km/h M P H M S Km/h M P H
0.00 0.00 STRASBOURG d 0 0 00 ½L 0 00 ½L
6.98 4.34 Graffenstaden 5 40 163 101 5 50 165 103
11.83 7.35 Fegersheim 7 22 179/182 111/113 7 26 187/193 116/120
19.77 12.28 Erstein 10 20 153 95 10 10 161 100
26.69 16.58 Benfeld 13 07 116/XL 72/XL 12 39 196/191 122/119
31.95 19.85 Kogenheim 15 24 160 99 14 17 193 120
36.39 22.61 Ebersheim 17 04 159 99 15 38 123/124
43.22 26.85 SÉLESTAT a 18 21 51 18 37
0.00 0.00 d 20 24 13 -/XL -/XL 20 09
5.24 3.26 St. Hyppolyte 3 45 157/172 98/107 3 20 -/182 -/113
9.57 5.95 Ribeauvillé 5 20 158 98 4 55 157 98
12.87 8.00 Ostheim-

Beblenheim
6 35 160 99 6 10 162 101

16.09 10.00 Bennwihr 7 46 164/172 102/107 7 16 190/195/XL 118/121/XL
22.60 14.04 COLMAR a 10 11 18 11 00
0.00 0.00 d 12 13 31 -/199 -/124 13 29 -/XL/203 -/XL/126
12.98 8.07 Rouffach 5 24 194/197 121/122 5 54 196/199 122/124
21.50 13.36 Raedersheim 8 04 193/180 120/112 8 31 189/198 117/123
25.11 15.60 Bollwiller 9 15 184/198 114/123 9 41 194 121
32.98 20.49 Richwiller 11 52 155 96 12 14 160 99
36.65 22.77 Lutterbach 13 20 138 86 13 40 140 87
42.50 26.41 MULHOUSE a 21 19 03 21 09 Pfm1
XL= Change line *=Vehicles/tare/gross tonnes/incl. loco

Above: ‘Sybic’No. 26159
draws into Mulhouse
with the 08.21 Bâle
to Strasbourg on
October 10.

GuinnessWorld Record: Longest-running railway series, established in 1901

to the city towhich they profess allegiance.
The highest point on this ‘montagnes russes’ profile

(avoiding the English ‘saw-tooth’ cliché) is reached at 335
metres (1099ft) just east of Prény. Arrival at Strasbourg
was 3½minutes late in 112min 59sec. Back in the days of
the crack ‘Stanislas’ Trans-Europe Express, with one stop
averaging an end-to-end speed of 131kph (81mph) over the
longer conventional route’s 502.03km (312miles), the journey
timewas 230minwith a Class BB 15xxx electric loco.

To give an accurate picture of the current running to be
experienced on the LGVEst, I am grateful to Alan Varley
for permission to use an excellent run of 105min 05sec from
2017 (Table 1). Following a couple of disappointing runs, his
notebook comment reads: “This is how it should be done.”
Average start-to-stop speedwas 251kph (155mph), with the
200km fromChauconin completed at an average speed of
306.5kph (190.5mph). Net of the signal delay approaching
Strasbourg, the running timewould have been 103min 15sec.

A loco-hauled dash
InThe RM January 2023 Practice& Performance, I examined
the state of the nation’s railways in Switzerland. Only a
limited and one person sample I would agree, but the
verdict was that the networkwas not as good as it used to be,
although arguably still an 8/10.Whatwould Francemerit?

My last published trip (RM February 2015) had been
aimed at assessing residual loco-hauled performance,
whereas the chief purpose of this tripwas to sample
the LGVs I had been ignoring. But first I wanted to do a
couple of trips toMulhouse before then going south on the
Rhin-Rhône LGV.

Responsibility for specification and funding of local
rail services has been delegated to the French regions,
resulting (predictably) in different responses. In theGrand
Est region ( formed from themerger of Alsace, Lorraine
andChampagne-Ardenne), there has been extensive re-
equipment inmultiple unit local stock, including Alstom
single-power cars for branch lines that sometimes have
sparse service levels. Filling the gap between these and
the TGVGrandes Lignes service sit the TER half-hourly
clockface Strasbourg-Bâle (Basel) trains powered by ‘Sybic’
7510hp locomotives running at up to 200kph (124mph).

The topography could not bemore suitable, as was readily
evident from the comfortable former Corail coaches of the
1980s still in use. Hand-me-downs theymight be, but what
a pleasure it was to experience soft seats, back-, arm- and
headrests. The route follows the broad Rhine flood plain,
with the Vosgesmountains rising to thewest, for 108.32km
(67.3miles) tomyMulhouse destination, 101km (62.8miles)
of which are authorised for the 200kph loco-hauled top
speeds. Intermediate calls aremade at Sélestat (43.22km /
26.9miles) andColmar (a further 22.6km / 14miles).

Reflecting ownership of Alsace during the railway
building era, German right-hand running is undertaken.
TER train 96207 – leaving Strasbourg at 07.21 with
aDBSO (the B for brake is debatable) leading seven
coaches propelled by ‘Sybic’ No. 26158 – failed to live up to
expectations, reaching nomore than 182kph (113mph) before
switching to restricted left-hand running and losing 4min
to our first stop. Time lost at the unusual up platform for
a down train amounted to a few seconds and the crossing
back to the right-hand preference forfeited another 1½min.
With time to bemade up, therewas then a taste of whatwas
neededwith a 199kph (124mph) top speed and a 19min 03sec
run for the final 42.5km (26.4miles), average speed 134kph
(83.2mph), including a run through the final pointwork
that would shockmodernUKmanagers, but regain two
lostminutes.

The returnwaswith ‘Sybic’ No. 26159 leading an ‘eight plus
DBSO’ set running 1min late. At least therewas no reason to
spin out time, sowe had a dose of 200kph (124mph) running
to Colmar in 18min 38sec. Accelerating towards Sélestat, the
ensemble took 4.19km (2.6miles) and 187sec to reach 160kph
(99mph), but seemed checked on reaching 178kph (111mph),
losing 2min. On towards Strasbourg, a signal check to 29kph
(18mph) cost another 2½min,making the up arrival 4min
late, the same as the down run.

Another dash
Therewas plenty of time available for another return trip
and, as I was using an Interrail Senior France ‘three days in a
month’ pass, therewas complete flexibility in that respect.

The loadwas the same as the first down run, No. 26162
reaching 199kph (124mph) before Sélestat, taking 18min
37sec but on an 18min advertised time. A smart 11min run
to Colmar exceeded the maximum speed reached by the
first trip by 23kph (14mph), creating a 30sec improvement
before braking in a leisurely fashion. The final leg to
Mulhousewas slightly checked, but theGPS clocked
amomentary 203kph (126mph) before amuch slower
approach and a time of 21min 09sec, 2minutes late.
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TABLE 3:MULHOUSE TO STRASBOURG

Loco Sybic 26159 Sybic 26150
Load* 9/380/395/485 6/257/270/360
Train 08.21 Bâle-Strasbourg 10.51 Bâle-Strasbourg
Date October 10, 2023 October 10, 2023
Recorder/Position J Heaton 3rd of 10 J Heaton 3rd of 7
Km Miles Timing Point Sch M S Km/h M P H Sch M S Km/h M P H
0.00 0.00 MULHOUSE d 0 0 00 1L 0 0 00 1L
3.19 1.98 Mulhouse-

Dornach
3 21 100 62 3 00 106 66

5.85 3.64 Lutterbach 4 50 158 98 4 25 157 98
9.52 5.92 Richwiller 6 08 181 112 5 44 185/192 115/119
12.89 8.01 Wittelsheim 7 13 195/200 121/124 6 48 191/189 119/117
17.39 10.81 Bollwiller 8 34 198/200 123/124 8 11 196/197 122
21.00 13.05 Raedersheim 9 40 196 122 9 19 187 116
24.25 15.07 Merxheim 10 40 193/148 120/92 10 25 167/157 104/98
29.52 18.34 Rouffach 12 44 165/192 103/119 12 20 165/188 103/117
35.86 22.28 Herrlisheim-

près-Colmar
14 55 143 89 14 38 153 95

42.50 26.41 COLMAR a 19 18 38 19 17 54
0.00 0.00 d 21 19 53 -/180/150 -/112/93 21 19 41 -/172 -/172
9.73 6.05 Ostheim-

Beblenheim
5 06 153/160 95/99 4 59 155 96

13.03 8.10 Ribeauvillé 6 22 148/160/sigs 92/99 6 14 171/184 106/114
22.60 14.04 SÉLESTAT a 11 13 09 10 10 36
0.00 0.00 d 13 14 20 12 11 17
6.83 4.24 Ebersheim 4 39 150/171 93/106 3 37 179/181 111/112
11.27 7.00 Kogenheim 6 16 156 97 5 11 155 96
16.53 10.27 Benfeld 8 14 178/190 111/118 7 09 185/188 115/117
20.37 12.66 Matzenheim 9 36 134/sigs 29 83/sigs18 8 25 161/159 100/99
31.39 19.50 Fegersheim 14 53 172 107 12 25 195/198 121/123
34.65 21.53 Geispolsheim 16 00 197 122 13 25 196 122
43.22 26.85 STRASBOURG a 20 22 40 20 19 53
XL= Change line *= Vehicles/tare/gross tonnes/incl. loco

Above: Two Ouigo-
branded, cut-price
operation TGVs Nos.
789+793 at Strasbourg
on October 10.

PRACTICE AND PERFORMANCE

It was surprising to find the next northbound run had
No. 26150with just five coaches plus its DBSO. A faster start
was as expected and a shorter time in the upper speed
range did not prevent a smart 17min 54sec time to Colmar
and 10min 36sec to Selestat. Leaving the latter stop, 160kph
(99mph)was reached in 3.23km (2.01miles) and 143sec, but
some of this wasmore energetic driving not just the lesser
load. A 19min 53sec run to Strasbourg arrived 1 second early
on the advertised timing.
In his bible to French train running TheKilometre

Millionaire (sometimes still in stock but now currently
out of print), Alan Varley describes how these originally
hourly trains had five coaches running to timings just
oneminute shorter. Perhaps another slight deceleration
is nownecessary. Just onemore, if minor, criticism– the
locomotives are in a drab livery, in complete contrast to
the gaudy appearance ofmost other French passenger
rolling stock.

Heading south
After a French bistro lunch, it was to be TGV 2239, the 13.37
Strasbourg-Nicewith ‘Paris-Ostfrankreich-Süddeutschland’
(POS) set No. 4419 coupled to a 12.26 Nantes portionwith
Réseau relative No. 508. The 13.06 toMontpellier departed
30min late virtually in our path, whichwas bad news aswe
would follow it to Avignon some 5½hours away. So it was in
someways fortunate that our Nantes set had yet to arrive,
causing a 5minute late departure.
TGVs are now allowed to run at 220kph (137mph) onmost

of the loco-hauled 200kph sections. The speed upgrade had
resulted in the removal of level crossing hazards, of which
therewere relatively few, as the prevailing route direction by
rail and road is north/south. There is still a section restricted
to 160kph (99mph) resulting from sub-soil instability in
this former potash extraction area, but passenger train
running benefits fromhaving loops averaging around 10km
(6.2miles) apart, facilities that wouldmakeNetwork Rail
signallers jealous and are probably a legacy from slower and
more frequent freights.

PassingMatzenheim southbound (22.85km/14.2miles),
both our ‘Sybics’ had been slightly ahead of the TGV,
around 10sec allowing for the different positions in the
train. The TGVs are 400metres (441 yards) long, so could
not accelerate as early as the short loco-hauled trains, but
Nos. 4419/508were soonwell into their stride accelerating
to 219kph (136mph) and eliminating their deficit. Not for
long though. The brakes of the 4+16 formation came on
after passing Benfield at full speed and before crawling for
18½min and losing 15min to Colmar. Accelerating from the
station stop, we took 7.94km/4.93miles and 3min 53sec to
reach 220kph (137mph).
It was fortunate that I had consulted AlanVarley’s guide

before this leg of the journey, otherwise Imight have thought
Mulhouse hadmysteriously disappeared. After passing
Lutterbach, less than 6km (3.72miles) fromMulhouse, it was
12min before the city’s station appeared from the opposite
direction than expected, aswe had completed a full circle
viaMulhouseNord yard,mainly at 80kph. Doubt about the
wisdomof avoiding a reversal was evenmore relevant after a
9min dwell time that lost an extra 5min.
AlanVarley explains that TGVs typically require 15min

for reversal, possibly longer if using the same driver, and a
typical Strasbourg depot Rhin-Rhône turnwould be relieved
at Dijon.

Unéléphant blanc?
LeavingMulhouse, nowheading for Belfort in the reverse
direction frommy ‘Arbalète’ run, and still on traditional
infrastructure, was potentially confusing, but the Rhin-
Rhône full LGV remains piecemeal,marooned on engineers’
drawing boards and accountants’ calculators.
The purpose of the routewas to linkNorthernGermany

with Southern France, the first LGVnot to be radial from
Paris, but its sense of purpose and direction feels lost by
constructing only 140km (87miles) of LGV, only a third of
the rail distance between the two river arteries, effectively
Mulhouse toMacon. ‘Un éléphant blanc’ (white elephant)
perhaps?
After leavingMulhouse therewas a short stretch through

Ballersdorf and thenChèvremont at 150kph (93mph), but
most of the 25min run to the next stopwas just below 130kph
(81mph) and another 2½min had been lost to the next stop
at Belfort, but not in the city. The station nameboards said
it was Belfort-Montbéliard TGV, 11km (7miles) to the former
and 7km (4.3miles) to the latter.
Whenever TGVs arrive at a station, nomatter howbucolic

the location, they seem to demand attention appropriate
to their status, reflected in long dwell times. On theDuplex
sets in particular, the aisles are narrowwith a spiral staircase
to negotiate then a couple of steps up before descending
through narrowdoors onto the platform, so it is scarcely
surprising that threeminutes are judged as the bare
minimumdwell time and it is 4min even here at Belfort-
Montbéliard TGV. I doubt UK regulatory bodieswould have
beenminded to permit the design.
At last we can sample some true Rhin-Rhône LGV

infrastructure betweenBelfort andBesançon Franche-
Comté TGV,which is not in Besançon (which once had the
good fortune to be twinnedwithHuddersfield), but is at least
in Franche-Comté. This is an impressive run reaching 275kph

34 DECEMber 2023 • The Railway Magazine



Above: Class BB 22200
No. 522311R ready
to propel the 14.57
Marseille-Nice TER
service on October 11,
but for only 17km (10½
miles) as far as Aubagne,
where it failed.

The nameplate of
loco No. 522311R at
Marseille on October 11.

GuinnessWorld Record: Longest-running railway series, established in 1901

(171mph) in 4min and then flying alongwith amaximumof
322kph (200mph) twice shown on theGPS.

Our TGVs take their entitled 3min at Besançon and
remarkably gain 5min on the dwell time, whichAlan says
caters for being overtaken by the 13.34 Zurich-Paris although
this did not appear. Generally speaking though, there
sometimes seems to be amismatch between schedules and
energy consumption, running at high speed then sitting
for long dwell times, or spinning out spare time by not
exploiting the features of both infrastructure and rolling
stock.

FromBesançon to Dijon, the first 37.42km (23.25miles)
are on LGV, reverting to 160kph running for the last 15min
into Dijon, where the welcome reversal allowed a forward-
facing journey for the first time inmy TGV odyssey.

Cutting themustard
Dijon served to reinforcemy opinion about Besançon’s
station stop, as we sat there for 12min and still saved 4min,
departing now amere 10min late.

The original plan for LGVRhin-Rhônewas to have a
triangular junction south-east of Dijon, where the line
fromMulhouse would fork with one prong running
throughDijon to join the LGV-SE to/from Paris, while
another would head south to Lyon – but both these remain
unfunded. As Rhin-Rhônewas not of direct benefit to Paris,
the political will to succeedwas probably absent and some
of the benefits unappreciated. The journey planner often
suggests quicker Strasbourg toMarseille transits via Paris.

So we set off fromDijon onmore 160kph track with just
one stop before Lyon Part Dieu, at Beaune rather than the
larger andmore usual Chalon-sur Saône, and this is where
wemet our next problem.

After passing Chagny at 137kph (85mph), there was an
emergency stop conducted in 35sec. I feared the worst, and
a half-overheard announcement on a low volume system
with substantial background chatter disclosed the words
‘personne’ and ‘voie’, but it was fortunately just a trespasser.
As in the UK, the response to what seems a growing
problem verges on over-reaction. After standing for 17min,
we ran at caution with a resultant loss of 23min to the
junction with the LGV-SE, just south ofMâcon TGV station.

Surely Lyon Part Dieu couldmake a substantial saving on
its 10min dwell time? No doubt there were congratulations
all roundwhen the train was dispatched in just 7½min,
only to be facedwith a crawl back to the LGV section at
St Quentin Sud, taking all of 25min for the 25.95km (16.12
miles).

Our two coupled TGVs finally raced south, like dogs
racing to the beach, at 300kph (186mph), dropping only
49kph (30mph) up the 1-in-43.7 gradient to Primarette
summit. But the 71min 55sec to reach Avignon TGV had lost
another 10min, making the Nice express 40min late.

It was too late in the year to have had any expectation of
seeing the new LGVMéditerranée before darkness fell, so
I will have to return for this daylight delight. The last time
I travelled fromAvignon toMarseille by the conventional

route it took almost twice as long as today’s 33½min, that
included a 2½min stand at Aix-en-Provence, for the 93.11km
(57.9miles). There was no improvement on our late arrival
atMarseille and nomention of delay repay on arrival,
whereas onmy last visit we had been handed forms by the
station staff.

Not so nice toNice
It had beenmy intention to centre this edition of Practice&
Performance on the changes to theMarseille-Nice route over
the decades and the decelerations that had taken place in
recent years, despitemodernisation, but I will save that for
another time.

It must suffice to say that the intention onmy third
Interrail day was a round trip to Nice by TGVwith a
further comparative loco and coaches trip. The TGVs
ran punctually on slack schedules with long dwell times,
taking 159min eastbound and 153min westbound for the
224km (139 miles).

The trains are also infrequent, with only 11 direct expresses,
six of which require compulsory reservations, between
Marseille andNice (the second and fifth largest French
cities), with only one direct train eastbound after the three-
hour, 15-stop 17.33 – a ‘Standard Class-only’ EMUat 19.25.

Two round trips in the daylight hours of October are
difficult to achieve, but impossible when your TER loco
No. 522311R, the scarcely disguised 1980s stalwart No. 22311
Pierrefitte, fails 10minutes out ofMarseille causing a two-
hour delay. Pierre le fitter required.

My overall verdict? Counting the ‘wires down Lille’ as
an SNCF issue, poor punctuality, and three out of four €20
seat reservations not being provided – no better than 6/10
and plenty of ammunition to use next time someone tells
me about the high standards unfailingly achieved by the
railways of France.■

TABLE 4: BELFORT-MONTBÉLIARD TGV TO DIJON

Units4419+508
Load‘4+16’/772/855
Train13.37 Strasbourg-NiceVille
DateOctober 10, 2023
Recorder/Position J Heaton2ndof 20
Km Miles Timing Point Sch M S Km/h M P H
0.00 0.00 BELFORT-MONTBÉLIARD

TGVd
0 000 23L

9.91 6.16 LizaineVWest 4 04 275/282 171/175
18.72 11.63 ChevanneTWest 6 00 270 168
35.29 21.93 SEI LesMagny 916 319/320 198/199
47.29 29.38 CAI 11 34 300/321 186/199
58.86 36.57 CAI 13 48 310/320 193/199
70.56 43.84 SEI Sorans 16 02 316 196
81.89 50.88 Besançon Franche-Comté

TGVa
23 1940

0.00 0.00 d 31 2247
3.45 2.14 SEI 87 2 28 134 83
12.37 7.69 CAI 4 48 260/320 162/199
25.21 15.66 SEIThorvay 7 26 314 195
37.42 23.25 CAI/feed 946 313 194
46.49 28.89 CAI 11 45 162 101
54.29 33.73 Collonges 14 39 158 98
58.40 36.29 Genlis 16 13 156 97
67.96 42.23 Neuilly 19 54 155 96
72.97 45.34 UB Longvic 21 53 116/sigs 72
76.99 47.84 DIJONa 27 2704
CAI= Cabine d’Apareillage Intermédiare (LGV relay room)
SEI=Systèmed’Enclenchement Informatisé (signalling cabin)

“It was fortunate I had consulted
Alan Varley’s guide before this leg of the
journey, otherwise I might have thought
Mulhouse had mysteriously disappeared”
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Award-winning photographer Jack Boskett joined Network Rail’s Air
Operations team on patrol over the capital, resulting in these stunning images.

Flight across

Railway photography
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Left: Looking north-west over London Bridge station, showing the terminal platforms (left) and through
platforms (right). The 1000ft (300m) Shard building is alongside the station, while Cannon Street station can
be seen at the end of the second bridge over the Thames from the right, with its roof garden and twin towers.
Blackfriars station straddles the Thames twomore bridges further west and, not far from Blackfriars on the
south bank side, are two buildings that were previously home to The RailwayMagazine – the South Bank
Tower, formerly King’s Reach Tower, (1991-2007) and the Blue Fin building (2007-2010).
ALL PHOTOS TAKEN BY JACK BOSKETT ON OCTOBER 3.

Network Rail Air Operations helicopter registration G-NTWK ready for take-off at Elstree
Airfield. It is a French-built Eurocopter AS355 Twin Squirrel leased from PDG Helicopters. Note
the imaging equipment attached to the underside of the fuselage.

Co-pilot Chris Ashworth (left) monitors images of the tracks below
as Dave Vasey pilots the helicopter.

Above: A closer view of Cannon Street station as the helicopter flies west from London Bridge. The rooftop
garden is a private venue that is occasionally open to the public.

LATE summer saw me working
as an official photographer at a
railway industry event in central
London, and I found myself seated
next to Network Rail chairman

Lord Peter Hendy.
The event began with a video showcasing

NR’s Air Operations team, during which Lord
Hendy asked if I had ever been up in one of
its helicopters. When I answered: “No, but
would love to,” he then promised to make
it happen.

I did not have to wait too long. A date
was set for October 3 to fly with Network
Rail pilots Dave Vasey and Chris Ashworth
as they conducted their analysis over the
heart of London. I had prepared a wish list
of areas I wanted to capture, with the main
railway stations topping the list – such as
London Bridge, Waterloo, Clapham Junction,

Paddington, Marylebone, Euston, St Pancras
and King’s Cross.

When the day came it could not have been
more perfect. The weather graced us with clear
skies and a gentle breeze. As we ascended to
1300 feet (400 metres), I could barely contain
my excitement. I was able to open a small
window from the back of the helicopter, which
meant I did not have to shoot through glass.

One of the most awe-inspiring moments
came as we flew at the same height as the top of
The Shard building. Peering out of the window
and seeing the iconic skyscraper right beside us
as we circled London Bridge was a breathtaking
sight. Dave was flying the helicopter while co-
pilot Chris was tasked with recording a section
of track from above, using their latest infrared
cameras and thermal imaging technology.

The views from that altitude were
nothing short of spectacular. Everything
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Moving west from Cannon Street over the south bank of the Thames takes us to the four-platformWaterloo East (just visible in the bottom right corner of this shot),
linked by a walkway to the mainWaterloo station, while the South Eastern Main Line continues across the Thames to the terminus at Charing Cross. Note the many
non-railway landmarks in this shot, including the London Eye, the Houses of Parliament and Buckingham Palace. Also visible, and almost in a line, are the open spaces
of St James’s Park, Green Park and Hyde Park. Above the Houses of Parliament, the eagle-eyedmight just be able to make out the tall brick bell tower ofWestminster
Cathedral, which is close to Victoria station.

South ofWaterloo, but on the line from Blackfriars, is Loughborough Junction. This view, looking south, shows the two curves that connect east and west to the South
London Line through Denmark Hill, but only the Blackfriars line has a station here.
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Flying west from Loughborough Junction we reach the major station at Clapham
Junction. In this view looking south, the main part of the station is in the centre
of the photograph with platforms for services from Victoria to the South and
from Waterloo to the South West, while a long footbridge connects to the
Windsor Lines platforms. In between are the station’s extensive carriage sidings.

North of Clapham Junction, across the Thames and Hyde Park, is Paddington
– this view looking east over the Great Western terminus with the Paddington
Basin branch of the Regent’s Canal running along the eastern side. The cross-
London Elizabeth Line is underground at this point.

A short distance east of Paddington is Marylebone, once the terminus of the Great Central Railway and now that of Chiltern Railways. It is much revived after the
closure threat of the early 1980s, and this view looking north-east shows the Henry William Braddock-designed red brick station building. Perhaps counter-intuitively,
the land to the left of the platforms in this view (which includes the BNP Paribas Bank building with the circular structure on the roof) has never been in railway use –
Marylebone’s former goods, loco and carriage sidings were north of the road bridge that crosses over the platforms.

appeared so much closer together than I
had ever realised. It felt as though I had
entered a different world, gazing down at
the bustling streets and renowned
landmarks of London. The city resembled

an intricate model railway from above.
My thanks go to LordHendy for turning this

dream into a reality, and also tomy remarkable
pilots Dave and Chris. Not only are they skilled
professionals, but also incredibly friendly

and accommodating, and their in-depth
knowledge of the citymade the experience
evenmore enjoyable as they pointed out
landmarks and shared intriguing facts along
the way.■
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North-east of Marylebone, across Regent’s Park, is the former station at Primrose
Hill (closed 1992) – the overgrown island platform on the connection between
theWest Coast Main Line and North London Line can be seen in the centre of
this shot between the two intermodal trains. Adjacent to the closed station is
the Camden Roundhouse, a locomotive shed from 1837 to 1966 but now amusic
and arts centre, while on the left are a number of EMUs stabled in Camden
Carriage Sidings.

South-east of Camden/Primrose Hill is the terminus of theWest Coast Main Line
at Euston, this view looking south shows the land on the western side earmarked
for construction of the HS2 terminus – although following the Government’s
decision in October to scrap the northern legs of the high-speed line, its Euston
terminus will now be smaller than originally planned. Just visible in the top left is
the trainshed of St Pancras station.

Just east of Euston are the Midland Main Line and East Coast Main Line termini at St Pancras and King’s Cross respectively. St Pancras is on the left of this northwards
view, showing the ornate George Gilbert Scott-designed brick building, its original arched trainshed and the flat-roof extension added when the station became the
home of Eurostar international services in 2007. To the right is the more compact, Lewis Cubitt-designed King’s Cross, and between the two stations are the recently
built buildings as part of the regeneration of the area.

42 DECEMber 2023 • The Railway Magazine



The Railway Magazine • decEMber 2023 43



The bridge at the end of the village was demolished after the accident. VIEVE FORWARD (CC BY-SA 2.0)

For our annual Christmas ghost story,Geoff Cloke tells the
tale of a fatal accident that closed a local railway line.

ILIVE in a little village in the Chilterns.
It is rather isolated from the main
roads and, while attractive to those
who are well off and drive large cars, it
is less appealing to younger folk. The

remaining elders of the village have to make
do with one village shop, a twice-weekly
bus to town, and me as the local painter,
carpenter and handyman with a small van.

Years ago, the village had a railway and
station. You can still see the trackbed and
the remains of a bridge over the road at the
end of the village. The railway was closed in
late 1962 – not from the Beeching cuts, but
following an accident that took place at the
bridge. The line had been used for occasional
main line diversions and, on one night just
before Christmas that year, a heavy train
collapsed the bridge and tumbled down the
embankment to the road. Fifty people died in
the accident, and five bodies that were never
identified are buried in our local churchyard

– no individual stones, just a monument.
Tragically, the bridge had been scheduled

for an inspection and minor repairs the
following day, which would have no doubt
found the fatal faults. With the culture of
the railway closures at the time, and just
like several other similar lines, it was felt
that rebuilding the bridge was not worth

the money, especially for the number of
passengers carried on the line, so the whole
10-mile route was shut, with the inevitable
bus replacement service until that too
dried up. It was one of the village’s stories,
everyone knew it.

Late night encounter
Just over 10 years ago, in December 2012
in fact, I was out late finishing a job in a
neighbouring village, which meant it was
dark by the time I was driving home. As
I rounded the curve with the old railway
embankment in front of me, I had to brake
hard because there in front of me was the
railway bridge – the one that had been
demolished 50 years before. For a minute I
wondered if I had missed some new scheme
to reuse the railway, but then I remembered I
had passed that way earlier in the day, when
there was no bridge and the trackbed was
overgrown as I always remembered it.

I got out of the van and saw a large, hand-
painted notice on a stand at the side of the
bridge: ‘Bridge repairs tomorrow. Go another
way’. This could not be right. I rubbed my
eyes, had a sip of water and looked again –
but the bridge and notice were still there.

In my confusion I reasoned that, if this was
the real bridge, then the last time a notice

Abridge to the
Ghost story

was there was just before the accident – and,
I told myself, if there was a train soon then
you had better get away from where it will
land at the bottom of the embankment. So
I got into the van, backed it up, and gave it
some more thought.

Still in disbelief, it dawned on me that if I
was really there, then I should try to stop the
train and save the lives of those 50 people. I
was still unconvinced any of this was real
– but, if not, then all I would have done is
wasted my own time.

I drove back about half a mile and found
a small lane that once led to a farm crossing.
This was about a mile from the bridge and,
on reaching the crossing, I found that the
tracks were still there. What to do now?
If you want to stop a train, it takes some
distance. It was also dark, so if I stood in the
track like they did in The Railway Children
then the driver would not see me. Any train,
existent or non-existent, would need the
whole distance to the bridge to stop in time.
And then, even if a train appeared and I
stopped it, what on earth would I say?

While this all went through my head, I
heard a distant train whistle. It was then I
had a ‘lightbulb moment’. I got back in the
van, drove forwards on to the crossing, and
turned left so that my red brake lights were
pointing towards the train. I put the van in
neutral, placed a toolbox on the brake pedal
and got out of the van, walking away into
a neighbouring field. I did not know what
was going to happen, but I did not want
to be standing next to the van when it did.
Someone might also start asking questions

– questions I could not answer – so I could
always run away.

Then I heard the train coming, the engine
working hard. Looking down the line I saw
lights from the carriages and a glow from the
engine. I had never seen steam trains except
on preserved railways, gleaming in the
daylight and moving quite slowly, so what
was coming towards me felt like a monster
out of the dark. It was not stopping, was not
stopping, was not stopping… until about 10
feet from the van, when I heard the brakes
start to squeal. There was a monumental
bang as it hit the van almost at full speed,
then something hit me on the head and that
was the last thing I remember.
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Left: The lane led to a
remote farm crossing.
DAVID MARTIN (CC BY-SA 2.0)

“Any train, existent or non-existent,
would need the whole distance to

the bridge to stop in time”

Themorning after
When I came round, it wasmorning. I was
sitting against a tree in the field, facingwhat
was still a railway track. I heard a clatter and a
modern looking diesel trainwith two coaches
went pastme on itsway to the bridge…which
was still there. Therewas no sign ofmy van,
but the crossingwas still a crossing, except
that it nowhad a gate.

I got shakily tomy feet, walked down the
lane to the road and then along the road to
the bridge. The bridge looked similar to the
previous night, except in better condition and
with the usualmodern notices aboutwhat to
do if a vehicle hits it.

I went home and over the next fewdays
researched some information aboutwhat
I had seen. I did not dare ask anyone, so
went to the local library and looked on the
internet. The sources all said the same thing:
inDecember 1962, a divertedmain line train
had hit something on the line by the crossing
and been brought to a halt just before the
bridge. For awhile, the train stayed there
while they looked for the obstruction, but
nothingwas found. The train driver swore he
had seen two red lightsmaking himhit the
brakes hard; but everyone on boardwas safe,
just a fewpassengerswith bruises frombeing
thrown forward.

The story hit the headlineswhen the
workmen arriving for the bridge repairs
discovered just howbad a condition it was
in. It had only been used by light branchline
trains in the previous year or so, and if that
bridge had taken theweight of a diverted
express, it would have collapsed. Thismade it
the ‘ChristmasMiracle’, according to the press.

Iwalked to the churchyard and foundno
monument, no rowof five graves, nothing.
Thewhole life of the village hadbeen changed,
therewere trains every day, and it hadbeen
revitalised.

I said nothing to anyone aboutmy story.

A return visit
Eventually Imovedaway, but curiosity drewme
back inDecember 2022. It had all begun to feel
like a dream– something that I had, perhaps,
actually dreamt.On the samedate at the same
time, Iwalkedunder the bridge andup the lane
to the farmcrossing. Therewas quite a bit of
mist aroundbut, although I knewwhere Iwas
going, it looked somehowdifferent.

About 100 yards from the crossing themist
cleared and there, parkedon the railway
track,was a small van and ‘me’walking away
towards the field. I stayedquietlywhere Iwas,
partly throughdisbelief, partly because of
thosewarnings in time travel stories about
the dangers ofmeeting yourself. Then the

train came, brakes squealed, an almighty
bang followed, and I sawmyself collapse as
somethinghitme. The van also flewoff the
tracks anddisappeared into anearby pond,
where it submerged completely.

The train stopped at the edge of the bridge
andpeople got out to look around, heads
shaking, searching for the obstruction thatwas
not there. I skirted round themandwent to
look formyother ‘me’ – yes, I knowhow that
sounds – and found Iwas face down in the
mud, not breathing verywell. I liftedmyself up
andproppedmyunconscious body against a
tree,when I noticedmybreathing started to
improve. I pickedup the object that hadhitme
on thehead,whichhappened to be the rear
number plate from the van, andwent home.

I still have that number plate under the
carpet at home. And I still believe I saved
that train (the first time) thenmyself (the
second time).

Sohere is the key question:was I a ghost,
and if so,when?■

Above: The line had
been closed since 1962,
yet here was a train
heading towards the
fatal bridge.
(ADAPTED FROM AN IMAGE

BY KEVIN WHITEHURST)
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1: The Gordon Pettitt
nameplate and
the plaque that
commemorates the unit
as one of the last VEPs
to be withdrawn by
South West Trains.
ALL PHOTOS TAKEN ON

OCTOBER 10 BY HASSARD

STACPOOLE

2: 4-VEP No. 3417 at its
base at Strawberry Hill
depot.

3: The unit’s exterior is
now pristine, but the
inside needs a lot of
work after previously
being stored outside
and suffering water
damage.

4: Inside the restored
cab of coach No. 76262.

An appeal fund has been launched
to get third-rail EMUNo. 3417
back into passenger traffic,

asHassard Stacpoole reports.

THE Southern Electric Traction Group (SETG)
has set a target to return 4-VEP EMUNo. 3417
Gordon Pettitt back into traffic for use on
heritage lines in 2024, and is launching an
appeal to raise £50,000 to help achieve this goal.

The SETG, which was set up by a small number of staff
at Wimbledon Park depot, has been carrying out a steady
and thorough restoration of the 1963-series, York-built
Class 423. No. 3417 has been in the custody of the group
since 2015, when it was delivered to Strawberry Hill depot
from Bombardier’s Ilford CarriageWorks following a
successful and high-quality repaint.
However, despite arriving in externally pristine

condition, the quality of the internal fixtures and fittings
was extremely poor after two years of open storage in a
non-electrified siding at Clapham Yard, which led to a
large amount of internal water andmould damage.
The team is led by former SouthWestern Railway

engineer Chris Buckland, who has established a
functioning maintenance base at Strawberry Hill, where
the SETG has exclusive use of a small part of the depot.
The base covers everything from heavy maintenance and
spares storage, to the manufacture of new and refurbished
trim pieces – in short, everything required to bring a 1960s
EMU back into serviceable condition.

Current work
Work in recent months has concentrated on two vehicles:
non-driving trailer No. 70797 is undergoing a heating
system re-wire, while driving trailer composite No. 76263
is having its driving cab and passenger accommodation

to return
in 2024

EMU preservation

restored from a derelict state.
Despite the obstructions presented by the Covid-19

pandemic, as well as limited funds and a small volunteer
team (Strawberry Hill is a working depot, which means
only serving or former railway staff can access the site),
the SETG believes it is on target to return the unit to traffic
in 2024, and has started the programme of exams required
for passenger use.
SETG director Steve Upton told The RM that it is

fortunate to have a dedicated core of volunteers supported
by a small, but committed, group of regular monthly
donors. He said: “While financial donations from our
supporters are very important, we are also lucky to
have ongoing support from both inside and outside the
railway industry, including well-known names such as
Bombardier, Siemens, Stagecoach, FirstGroup, Unipart
Rail, TBM Rail and Diamond Rail Services, as well as
Armstrong Powerhouse, RealTime Trains, and the Bluebell
Railway – the ultimate owners of the unit.”
The restoration has been split into two distinct stages:

firstly to return it to use on heritage railways (No. 3417 has
previously visited the Swanage, Mid-Hants and Bluebell
railways); and secondly, the group’s long-term aim, to
return the unit to passenger-carrying duties on the main
line. This will require significant support from both inside
and outside the industry, but – as Hastings Diesel Limited
has proved with its ‘Thumper’ unit – it is more than
attainable.
To help deliver the first stage, the SETG has launched

a GoFundMe appeal to raise £50,000. See the website at
https://gofund.me/5c8a2423 for more details. ■
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Season’s
Greetings
from all at



GOINGTOOFAR? HasGWR’s retro livery gone a bit too
far in this shot of No. 802114 atNewtonAbbot onOctober 19,which
has a tiny BRdouble arrows logo on the cab side? DAVID HUNT, DAWLISH

Follow us
therailwaymagazine

Like us facebook.com/
TheRailwayMagazine

Follow us
@railwaymagazine

FROMNovember1-6, I had the
pleasureofbeingaccompanied
atmyworkasadriver for
TransPennineExpressby‘Wing
CommanderABBearofBear
Force’, raisingawareness for
themental healthandsuicide
preventioncharity setupby
RichardBlandafter thedeathof
his sonby suicide in2013.
Aimedmainly at children

andyoungadults, the charity
wasestablished to create safe
spaces andenvironments
where they can talk andbe
heard. It is accompaniedbya
storybookwrittenbyRichard,
which followsABBearwith a
subtexthelping toverbalise

children’s emotions.
Ashisnamesuggests, he can

usuallybe found flying in fighter
jets andothermilitary aircraft,
but ashehadneverbeenon
a train,wedecided toput that
right.With thehelpof theTPE
socialmedia teamwewereable
toprovideexposureover three
days,withClass68s featuringon
most trainson the route from
Scarborough toManchester.
More informationcanbe

foundatwww.bearforce.org.
uk, BearforceonFacebook,
bearforcecharityon instagram
and@Bear_Force01on
Twitter/X.

DriverScottRathbone,TPE

Bear necessities

Onhigh-speedmatters
HS2hasbeen soemasculated
that it canno longerbe
regardedas a separatehigh-
speed railway.Theonly sensible
way forward is to redesign it to
becomewhat it should always
havebeen: aby-pass of the
southernpart of theWest Coast
Main Line.
Thiswould allowClass 390

‘Pendolino’trains tooperate via
thenew line (at theirmaximum
speedof 140mph, 225kph)
before rejoining theexisting
WCMLatHandsacre, near
Lichfield.
TheHS2new-build trains

would thenbeusedonly on
the London toBirmingham
section.Thiswouldovercome
theanomalyhighlightedby
‘IndustryUpdate’(RMNovember
issue)whereHS2non-tilting
trainswouldbe limited to
110mphnorthofHandsacre.
Toproperly integrateHS2

into theWCMLoperationwould
thenneed: a Staffordby-pass
line fromsouthof Colwich
tonorthofNortonBridge to
alleviate the Shugborough

bottleneck; a linkbetween
HS2and theWCML in the
WashwoodHeath area to
allowHS2 trains togo into
BirminghamNewStreet and
beyond; amore sensible
maximumHS2 linespeedof
186mph (300kph); a reduced
fleet ofHS2 trains; andHS2 to
the surface atQueen’s Park to
runover theWCML fast lines
from there to Euston.

TimStevens, Peterborough

THEmost relevantpoint among
the indignationaboutHS2 in
theNovember 2023 issuewas
how the costs of this project
havebecome totally out of
hand.
When that happens,

somethingdrastic has tobe
doneand the inability of the
taxpayer togive those running
this project ablank cheque
leads to the inevitabledecision.
Thosewho lament the lack

of potential opportunities for
expanding theeconomies
of theNorth, butwhohave
noevidence toback this up,

woulddowell to consider the
outrageous claimsmade for
thebenefitswhichwouldbe
brought to theSouthEast of
EnglandbyHS1.
Whathashappened there

hasbeenanexplosionof
housebuilding, but very little
economicbenefit, as Eurostar
hasnot stopped there (or at
Ebbsfleet International) for
the last coupleof years and
seesno reason so todo in the
immediate future.
Surely the vastmajority

of trainusers in theNorth
wouldbebetter servedby
hugely improving the train
services in that region, than
have the cost of doing that
thrownat a line thatwould
offer aquicker connection to
London, benefitingmany fewer
travellers?
I amglad that, at last,

someonehashad the sense to
pull theplug.

DavidHackett,Maidstone

BARRYDeller’s letter (November
issue) is spot-on, especially

whenhe speaksof‘a small,
congested island’. France,which
began the constructionofTGV
lines 50 years ago, ismore than
double the sizeof Britain,with a
slightly higherpopulation: our
density of population ismore
than twice that of France.
However, the issue is even

more than that: it is reported
that the140-mileHS2may
cost us £54bn, yet the540-mile
Rail Balticaproject linking the
Baltic republics toPolandwill
cost £5bn– less than10%of
our costs!
Why? Lookno further than

ourpredilection for so-called
‘experts’and‘consultants’
chargingexorbitant sums
before evena clodof earth
hasbeen turned.Anational
newspaper reported thatHS2
has spent £351millionon
management consultants since
2012.Needless to say,when
thenewspaper approached
these firms for comment they
declined–now, Iwonderwhy!

Fr JulianGShurgold,
SouthCroydon

South
African
Railways
I FOUNDthearticle‘ARail
Safari’byRichardGennis in
theOctober2023edition
extremely interesting,
particularly the line from
Saldanha toSishenwith the
enormous40,000 tonne
ironore trainsusingeight
distributed locomotives.
I note that the route is
electrified, but Iwonderwhy
electric locomotives arenot
used. Is thisbecause suitable
electric locomotives arenot
available?
I alsohavevery fond

memoriesof the3ft 6in
gauge line fromtheHigh
Veldt toPortRichard
transportingvery large
coal trains, againwith
sixdistributeddiesel
locomotives, but the line
(frommemory)wasnot
electrified.Thiswasobserved
in2005duringaholidayvisit
toSouthAfrica.
Pleasekeepup thegood

work inproducingyour
excellentmagazine,which
Ihave read fornumerous
years, andmy two-year
subscription for future issues
is alreadyplaced.

DavidYoung,byemail

■Withregards to the
tractionusedontheSishen
toSaldanha line,when I
havebeenthere ithasbeen
prettymucha50/50splitof
dieselsandelectricsoperating
together in theconsist, these
beingClass43dieselsand
Class15electricshired in
fromTransnet.Mostof the
timethe leading locomotives
arealwaysaClass 15and43
coupledtogether,whichdoes
seemstrange,especiallyhow
they talk toeachother.

When Iwas there inMarch
2023, themaintenance team
at theSalcordepotwere
strugglingwithspares tokeep
theClass15electricsonthe
move, so Ididsee trainswitha
biggerpercentageofdiesels in
theconsist–RichardGennis

EDITOR’S NOTE
Publication of a letter does not imply
that the editor or staff of The Railway
Magazine necessarily agree with its
contents.

Mk.5s are better thanDMUs
IWASdismayed to read
in theOctober issue that
TransPennine Express is to
withdraw theClass 68hauled
Mk.5‘Nova3’sets from the
Scarborough toManchester
route and revert back toClass
185DMUs,whichhaveoperated
since2006.
Theproblemwith the‘185s’is

lackof capacity unless twounits
are coupled together.
This service is sobusy

that a five-carriage train is
essential. I recently travelled to
Huddersfieldwith a reserved
seat, but because a‘185’was

rostered insteadof a‘Nova3’,
mybooked seatwas in anon-
existent coach.
Also,when I travelledwith

my latewife inherwheelchair,
we found thedisabled
compartmentof the‘185’very
poor compared to aClass 170,
whichNorthernuseson the
Scarborough toHull service.
I feel this is a very retrograde

step, especially sinceTPE
established servicing
facilities for these sets here in
Scarborough.

GerardRTall,
Scarborough
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SHUNTER SHUFFLING: Further to MelThorley’s article on Class 08s and their
derivatives (November issue), the photo of the Class 13 shows it with the‘master’unit’s radiator end
coupled to the‘slave’unit’s cab end. However, they were not always coupled this way, as the accompanying
photograph shows, with No. D4502 (later No. 13002) captured atTinsley in July 1965 coupled‘cab-to-cab’.
TOM ECCLES, SHEFFIELD

Where is it? Our pictorial quiz, for fun only

LASTmonth’squizphotoby
BobBunyar (below) showed
theendof the formerup
platformatBideford,North
Devon, inAugust– looking
towardsBarnstaplewitha
replica signal somewhat
hopefully in the‘off’position.
Regularpassenger traffic
ended in1965and the line
closedcompletely in1982.

The site is nowhometoa
railwayheritagecentrewith
a short stretchof track, and
there is agrowingcampaign
for rail services toBarnstaple
tobe reinstated.
For thismonth’s teaser

(above),whereare these
narrowgauge tipperwagons
near a formerbridgeover a
standardgauge line?

‘Pendennis’ down under
THEAugust issueof
TheRM contained
a very informative
article about the
GWR‘Castle’Class,
and it reminded
meof thephotos I
tookon July 4, 1977
whenPendennis
Castlearrived in
DarlingHarbour,
Sydney.
It had journeyed

on the freighter
Mishrefas hold
cargo, the
locomotive and
its tender being
placed alongside
eachother,with
plenty of timber
bracing andmany chains.
The floating crane Titanwas used for the

unloading procedure. I managed to have a
few hours off work early in themorning and
returned the same day at 4.15pm to take
some photographs. The locomotive was
then towed to the NSWgovernment railways

workshop at Redfern for an inspection.
Someyears later, on a special birthdayofmine,

Iwas at the samewharf atDarlingHarbour to see
FlyingScotsmanunloadedby Titanonto the same
rails! Titanwas sold someyears later to anAsian
client, butwas lost at seawhile being towed.

Len King, Sydney, Australia

Caroline’sorigins
FURTHER to the article on
inspection saloonNo. RDB
975025Caroline in the
November issue, attached is a
photoof the vehicle nearing
completion in Stewarts Lane
depot (South London) on
April 10, 1970. I suspect
that the‘55’in the (now
removed) SouthernRegion-
style headcodepanelwas a

reference to its oldnumber
No. S60755.Theoccasionwas
part of a tour of Southern
Regiondepots andworkshops
by agroupof final year
schoolboys as part of the
selectionprocess byBritish
Rail of suitable candidates for
sponsoredengineeringdegrees.

Basil Hancock,
Faulconbridge (Australia)

A joint nationalised industry success
ITwasanexcellent articleon
theSelbydiversion (October
issue), illustratingwhen the
nationalised industries all
worked together for the
commonaimofenergy security.
Contrast thatwith today,where
major strategicprojectshave
tonavigateamyriadofprivate
or independentagencies, but
expect the same taxpayer to
fund theendeavour.
Iwas introduced toone

strange sub-projectof theSelby
coalfield thatnever sawthe
drawingboard in the1990s.At
the time, Iwasa tradesunion
organiser representingmany

members inadministrative
andclerical roles in thecoal
industry.The industrywas in
rapiddeclineand,duringone
consultationmeetingonhow
thatdeclinewouldbemanaged,
partiesmusedon the failureof
theSelby coalfields toabsorb
displacedNorthEastminers. I
observed thatwouldhavebeen
unlikely at scalebecauseof
housing related issues.
Avery seniormanager replied,

“Wewouldnothavemoved
themtoSelby,wewouldhave
transported themonamodified
high speed trainwith cleanarea,
showers, basic cateringand

dirty areas–withat least 200
kittedup ready togostraight
downtheSelbymineafter
pickingupa lampand token,
andon thewaybackwashed
andbrushedup ready toget
off atTursdale,wherea central
boardingpointwouldhave
beencreatedwithaccess to the
ECML.”
Beinga seasoned rail

enthusiast, I dismissed the
concept as fantasy. But thanks
for abriefwalkdownmemory
lane, and remindingus that the
nationalised rail industrygot it
rightmoreoften thanwrong.

Dennis Morgan, Durham
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WEDNESDAY,DECEMBER6
Pennine Railway Society. Town
Fields Sports Club, Bennethorpe,
Doncaster DN2 6AA. 19.30.
Pennine Shield Railway Quiz.
Further details on www.
penninerailwaysociety.com.
Sutton Coldfield Railway Society.
St James’Church Centre, 59 Mere
Green Road, Sutton Coldfield B75
5BW. 19.30.Test track night.

THURSDAY,DECEMBER7
Great Central Railway Society
(Sheffield branch).The Farm
Road Sports & Social Club, Farm
Road, Sheffield S2 2TP. 19.30. Quiz
and annual review.
Lutterworth Railway Society.
Lutterworth Bowls Club, off
Coventry Road, Lutterworth
LE15 4RB. 19.30.‘TheTrentValley
Railway’: Robin Mathams and
Dave Barrett.
Monmouthshire Railway Society.
Lysaght Institute, Orb Drive,
Newport NP19 0RA. 19.00.‘Colour-
Rail’: Paul Chancellor.
Norfolk Railway Society. United
Reformed Church Hall, Ipswich
Road, Norwich NR4 6QR. 19.30.‘A
Photographer’s Railway Picture
Gallery (Tebay/eBay part 3)’: Dave
Pearce.
NuneatonRailwayCircle. Chilvers
Coton Conservative Club, Bridge
Street, Coton, Nuneaton CV11
5UD. 19.45.
Railway Club of the New Forest.
Gordleton Mill. 18.30. Annual
club meal.
Railway Correspondence &
Travel Society (RCTS) (Milton
Keynes branch).The Quadrant
(Network Rail building), Elder Gate,
Milton Keynes MK9 1EN. 19.30.
Branch annual meeting.
South East Essex Railway Society.
Friends’Meeting House, 18
Dundonald Drive, Leigh-on-Sea
SS9 1NB. 18.00. Christmas social at
Three Elms, London Road, Leigh-
on-Sea.

FRIDAY,DECEMBER8
Stephenson Locomotive Society
(SLS). Conference Room, 1st floor
(access via Black Swan Courtyard),
Newcastle Arts Centre, 67
Westgate Road, Newcastle upon
Tyne NE1 1SG. 19.00. Members’
evening.
SWRS. The Manor, Slough station.
19.30. Members’photographic
competition.

SATURDAY,DECEMBER9
RCTS. RCTS Library Leatherhead,
Station Approach, Leatherhead.
11.00-16.00. Archive and Library
open day.
SLS. Kidderminster Railway
Museum (adjoining SevernValley
Railway station), Kidderminster
DY10 1QX. 14.00. Members’
presentations and buffet.

MONDAY,DECEMBER11
Oxfordshire Railway Society.
Kidlington Baptist Church, High
Street, Kidlington OX5 2DS.19.00.

‘Bumper Annual Film Show’:
Michael Clemens.
Lincoln Railway Society. St
Hugh’s Church, Harewood
Crescent, North Hykeham, Lincoln
LN6 8JG. 19.30.TBA.
Southern Electric Group (Sussex
Branch). Deall Room, Southwick
Community Centre, Southwick
BN42 4TE. 19.30. Members’
evening.
SLS (Ayrshire branch). Lauriston
Hotel, 15 South Crescent Road,
Ardrossan KA22 8EA. 19.30.TBA:
David Coddington.

TUESDAY,DECEMBER12
Gravesend Railway Enthusiasts’
Society. Christmas dinner atThree
Daws, Gravesend.
GreatWestern Society (Bristol
group). Room 4, BAWA, 589
Southmead Road, Filton, Bristol
BS34 7RF. 19.30.‘Swiss Mountain
Railways Part 2 -The Rhätische
Bahn and the Route of the Glacier
Express’: Robert Heron.
LCGB (North London branch).
Parish Room, St Michael’s Church,
Bounds Green Road,Wood Green,
London N22 8HE. 14.00. Branch
supporters’afternoon.
LCGB (NorthWest branch). Red
Lion Hotel, 9 Ash Brow, Newburgh,
WiganWN8 7NF. 19.30.
Leicester Railway Society.
Braunstone Civic Centre, 209
Kingsway, Leicester LE3 2PP. 14.00.
‘The North East from the 1960s to
present day’: John Brigstock.
MeonValley Locomotive Society.
St Peter’s Church Hall, Free Street,
Bishop’sWaltham SO32 1EE. 19.30.
TBC.
PewseyVale Railway Society.
Woodborough Social Club
SN9 5PL. 14.45.
‘Swindon RailwayWorks -The
GoldenYears’: Revd Canon Brian
Arman.
RCTS (Cambridge branch).The
Swifts, Haggis Gap, Fulbourn,
Cambridge CB21 5HD. 19.30.
Branch annual meeting and
members’contributions.
RCTS (Croydon & South London
branch). East Croydon United
Reformed Church, Addiscombe
Grove, Croydon CR0 5LP. 19.30.
Members’evening.
RCTS (Humberside branch).
Highway Public House,Willerby
Road, Hull HU5 5LH. 19.30.
RCTS(EastMidlandsbranch).
The New Mechanics, 3 North
Sherwood Street, Nottingham NG1
4EZ. 19.00. Branch annual meeting
and members’contributions.
The 8E Railway Association
(Northwich branch).The
Gladstone Club, Station Road,
Northwich CW9 5RB. 19.45.
www.8erailwayassociation.org.uk
Wells Railway Fraternity.Town
Hall,Wells, Somerset. 19.30.
Annual meeting followed by quiz
set by AndrewTucker, last year’s
winner.

WEDNESDAY,DECEMBER13
Bradford Railway Circle. Bradford

Mechanics’Institute Library, 76
Kirkgate, Bradford BD1 1SZ. 14.00.
Annual meeting and members’
night.
Giggleswick Railway Circle.
SettleVictoria Hall, Kirkgate, Settle
BD24 9DZ. 19.30.Ted Parker’s
video presentations.
LCGB (Dorking branch). Friends
Meeting House, Butter Hill, South
Street, Dorking RH4 2LE. 19.30.
Annual meeting and members’
presentations.
NorthYorkshire Moors Railway
(York area group). St Lawrence’s
Church Hall, Lawrence Street,York
YO10 3WP. 12.00.‘Transport of the
Isle of Man’: Ian MacInnes.The
meeting will be preceded by a
buffet.
RCTS (Chichester branch). Bassil
Shipham Centre,TozerWay, St
Pancras, Chichester,West Sussex
PO19 7LG. 19.15.‘Railways of Col
Holman Stephens’: Chris Jackson.
RCTS (SouthWales/De Cymru
branch). Old Church Rooms /
HenYsgoldy’r Eglwys, Park Road,
Radyr, Cardiff CF15 8DF. 19.00.‘Rail
Freight in Great BritainToday’: Rail
Freight Group Director Maggie
Simpson.
Sutton Coldfield Railway Society.
St James’Church Centre, 59 Mere
Green Road, Sutton Coldfield
B75 5BW. 19.30. Members’Digital
Evening.

THURSDAY,DECEMBER14
AlnValley Railway. Barter Books,
The Old Station, Alnwick NE66 2NP.
19.30.‘The Members Entertain’.
Locomotive Club of Great
Britain (St Albans branch). St
Bartholomew’s Church, 47Vesta
Avenue, St Albans AL1 2PE. 19.30.
‘Vintage Railway Film Show’: Frank
Banfield.
RCTS. RCTS Library Leatherhead,
Station Approach, Leatherhead.
11.00-16.00. Archive and Library
open day.
RCTS (Hitchin &Welwyn Garden
City branch).Tilehouse Street
Baptist Church, UpperTilehouse
Street, Hitchin SG5 2EE. 19.30.
‘A Decade of Home and Away’:
David Jackman.
RCTS (West Riding branch).
Saltaire Methodist Chapel, Saltaire
Road, Shipley BD18 3HJ. 19.30.
Christmas quiz and‘Bygone
Memories’: John Holroyd.
Shropshire Railway Society.
Gateway Education and
Arts Centre, Chester Street,
Shrewsbury SY1 1NB. 19.00.‘The
CM&DP and Clee Hill railways’:
Martin Connop Price followed by
buffet.
South East Essex Railway Society.
Friends’Meeting House, 18
Dundonald Drive, Leigh-on-Sea
SS9 1NB. 19.30.Track night and
mince pies.
Stevenage Locomotive Society.
Community Arts Centre, Roaring
Meg Retail Park, Stevenage. 19.30.
‘40 years of Deltic preservation’:
Murray Brown.

FRIDAY,DECEMBER15
GreatWestern Society (Taunton
group).Village Hall, Stoke St Mary,
Taunton, SomersetTA3 5BY. 19.30.
‘TransportVideo Highlights’: David
Brabner.
LCGB (Central London branch).
Keen House, 4 Calshot Street,
London N1 9DA. 18.30.‘North
from Euston in the Modernisation
Era’: David Jackman delves into
the RCTS photographic archive.
RCTS (Bristol branch). StTeresa’s
Church Hall, 71 Gloucester Road
North Filton BS34 7PL. 19.30.
Christmas buffet and members’
evening.
SWRS.The Manor, Slough station.
19.30.‘Year 2000Travel Log’:
Adrian Palmer.

MONDAY,DECEMBER18
LCGB (Brighton branch).
Brighton Model Railway Club
Room, London Road Station,
Shaftesbury Place, Brighton BN1
4QS. 19.30.‘Keith gets‘Kracking’at
Christmas again’: Keith Carter.
RCTS (Northampton branch).
Weston Favell Parish Hall, Booth
Lane South
Northampton NN3 3EP. 14.00.
Branch annual meeting and
members’contributions.
RCTS (South Essex branch).
Shenfield Parish Hall, 60 Hutton
Road, Shenfield CM15 8LB. 19.30.
Zoom meeting:‘World travels,
from Cambodia to Argentina
via Alaska and Morocco’: Ian
Scotchman.

TUESDAY,DECEMBER19
LCGB (Bedford branch). St
John’s Church Hall, St John’s
Street, Bedford MK42 0DL. 19.30.
‘Christmas meeting: A Frank
Banfield Film Night’.
RCTS (Hitchin &Welwyn
Garden City branch). Digswell
Village Church Hall,WarrenWay,
Digswell,Welwyn AL6 0DH. 14.00.
‘Industrial Action’: Geoff Plumb.
RCTS (ThamesValley branch).
Didcot Civic Hall, Britwell Road,
Didcot OX11 7JN. 19.00. Branch
annual meeting and‘Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia Railways’: Stuart
Hicks.
SLS. Langdon Square Community
Centre, Coulby NewhamTS8 0TF.
14.00.‘Steam in Germany today’:
David Birtle.

WEDNESDAY,DECEMBER20
Grimsby & Cleethorpes Railway
Group. The No.1, Station
Approach, Cleethorpes DN35
8AX. 19.30.‘Woodhead – the Lost
Railway’: Stephen Gay.
Pennine Railway Society.
DoncasterTown Fields Sports Club,
Bennethorpe, Doncaster DN2 6AA.
19.30.‘Pennine Members’Slides
at Christmas’. Further details on
www.penninerailwaysociety.com.
RCTS (Solent branch). Eastleigh
Railway Institute, 2 Romsey Road,
Eastleigh SO50 9FE.19.30.‘15 in
15’: Members’evening and festive
buffet.

Sutton Coldfield Railway Society.
St James’Church Centre, 59 Mere
Green Road, Sutton Coldfield
B75 5BW. 19.30.‘Railway Allsorts’:
Jason Cross.

THURSDAY,DECEMBER21
Lutterworth Railway Society.
Lutterworth Bowls Club, off
Coventry Road, Lutterworth LE15
4RB. 19.30.‘The Leek & Manifold
Railway’: Paul Bluton.
Marlow & District Railway
Society. Bourne End Community
Centre,Wakeman Road, Bourne
End SL8 5SX or on Zoom. 19.30.
‘Baltic Coast Expresses’. Peter
Robins.Visit www.mdrs.org.uk
Norfolk Railway Society. United
Reformed Church Hall, Ipswich
Road, Norwich NR4 6QR. 19.30.
‘Collecting from theTotem Era –
Part 2’: Barry Gayton.
NuneatonRailwayCircle. Chilvers
Coton Conservative Club, Bridge
Street, Coton, Nuneaton CV11
5UD. 19.45.
RCTS (Cheltenham branch).
Victory Club, Burlington House,
Lypiatt Road, Cheltenham GL50
2SY. 19.00.‘GreatWestern, the
HawksworthYears 1941-1947’:
Revd Canon Brian Arman.
RCTS (North-East branch).
Darlington Cricket Club, South
Terrace, Darlington DL1 5JD 18.30.
‘BR Steam 1947 to date’: David
Allinson.

FRIDAY,DECEMBER22
SWRS.The Manor, Slough station.
19.30. Members’presentations.

FRIDAY,DECEMBER29
SWRS.The Manor, Slough station.
19.30. Members’presentations.

TUESDAY,JANUARY2
RCTS (Watford branch). Beeching
Grove Baptist Church, Clarendon
Road,WatfordWD17 1JJ. 19.00.
‘Northampton Gateway: Strategic
Railfreight Interchange’: George
Collinson.
Southern Electric Group (South
Hants branch) & Light Rail
Transit Association (Southern
area). Eastleigh Railway Institute,
Romsey Road, Eastleigh. 19.30.
‘Tour of United States light rail and
tram systems’: Mike Russell.

WEDNESDAY,JANUARY3
Pennine Railway Society.
DoncasterTown Fields Sports Club,
Bennethorpe, Doncaster DN2 6AA.
19.30. Annual meeting followed
by short presentation byTony
Caddick. Further details on www.
penninerailwaysociety.com.
Sutton Coldfield Railway Society.
St James’Church Centre, 59 Mere
Green Road, Sutton Coldfield B75
5BW. 19.30.Test track evening.

FRIDAY,JANUARY5
Kettering & District Locomotive
Society. Corn Market Hall, London
Road, Kettering NN15 7QA. 19.45.
‘The Kettering to Cambridge Line’:
Robin Cullup.
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Troops from the Somerset Light Infantryman an armoured train on the Romney,
Hythe andDymchurch Railway onOctober 14, 1940.

FIRSTGREEN90:
The endof 2003
sawFreightliner
start repainting
its Class 90 fleet
into green and
yellow livery.
The first to be
completed at
LNWRCrewe
onOctober 13
that yearwasNo.
90041.
CHRISMILNER

The RCTS: then and now
KENT’Smainline inminiature – the
Romney, Hythe&DymchurchRailway
(RHDR) – continues togo from
strength to strength, as discoveredon
a recent visit.
The railway, a 15in (381mm)gauge

light railwayoperating steamand
internal combustion locomotives
was first openedon July 16, 1927, by
the LordWardenof theCinquePorts
WilliamLygon, 7th Earl Beauchamp.
The railwaywas originally thedream
ofmillionaire racingdrivers Captain
JohnEdwards Presgrave (Jack)Howey
andCount Louis Zborowski. However,
Count Zborowskiwas killed in amotor
racing accident at theMonzaGrand
Prix onOctober 19, 1924, before the
RomneyMarsh sitewas chosen, and
Howey continued theproject alone.
In his old age, CaptainHoweyhada

summerhousebetween the signalbox
andengine shed atNewRomney,
where he could sit andwatchhis trains
goby. His ashes lie in the rockery
opposite.
The locomotivesweredesigned

byHenryGreenlywhowas
commissionedbyHowey towork on
the constructionof the entire railway
andbecame its first chief engineer
until his abrupt resignation inMarch
1929.
The railwaywas takenover by the

military during the SecondWorldWar,
with aminiature armoured train used
on the line. Itwas also usedby the
Department of PetroleumWarfare in
the constructionof PLUTO (Pipe Line
UnderTheOcean), intended to supply
fuel to theAllied forces after theD-Day
Normandy landings.
During the latter stages of the

constructionof PLUTO, considerable
damagewas caused to the track on
the extension toDungenesswhen, to
speedup thepipe constructionwork,
lengths of pipeweredragged along
the track bedbybulldozers, resulting
in its reduction to a single track railway
after thewar.
The line reopenedbetweenHythe

andNewRomney in 1946, theNew
Romney toDungeness section

followingwith a formal openingby
Laurel andHardyonMarch 21, 1947.
Regular services startedonMarch 29,
1947.
TheRH&DRAssociationwas

formed in 1967 as a supporter’s
association and todayhas becomea
significant contributor to the railway’s
maintenance and refurbishment,with
itsmembers providing a significant
input of voluntary labour. It became
a registered charity on January 23,
2009. Stations in full or limiteduse are
Hythe, BurmarshRoad,Dymchurch, St
Mary’s Bay,WarrenHalt, NewRomney,
Romney Sands and finallyDungeness.
Major changes to the line over the

years include the reconstructionof

NewRomney stationwith anew track
layout plus anoverall train shed that
spans platform2 to 4 and the carriage
sidings, allowing themajority of
coaching stock tobeberthedunder
cover.
In the last decade, a newworkshop

complex has beenbuilt at New
Romney that enables bothday today
light repairs to be carriedout along
withmajor locomotive and coach
overhauls.Towards theHythe end
is a newpermanentwaydepot for
the stablingofworks vehicles and
heavy equipment needed for track
maintenance.
For informationon the Society visit

www.rcts.org.uk

Britain’s leading Railway Society

YEARS AGO
DECEMBER 1923

BigLMSRinvestment
THELondonMidlandandScottishRailway
Company intendtospend£10,000,000
on locomotives, carriages,wagons, steel
rails, constructionworkandtools.The fact
wasannouncedrecentlybytheprime
ministerby reasonof itsbearinguponthe
unemploymentquestion.
Among theworks contemplatedare

thedoublingof the linebetweenCrewe
andWeaver Junction for adistanceof
about13miles, additional loopsbetween
Manchester andCarlisle, extended
sidingaccommodationatCamdenand
Willesden, the strengtheningandpartial
reconstructionof about30bridges–plus
station improvements atTilburyDocks,
Warrington, Bangor andManchester
Exchange.
Theearly electrificationof the

Manchester andOldham line is another
of theworksproposedand ispart of the
policy for electrifying the lines in the
northern suburbsofManchester todeal
moreadequatelywith the increasing
population.

YEARS AGO
DECEMBER 1973

Theenergycrisis
ALTHOUGHsomemonthsago itmay
have seemed that theenergy crisiswas
either amasterplotby theoil companies
to raiseprices, or an inspired ideaby
theconservationists to curbmotorway
development, it hasonly taken the
briefest ofwars in theMiddleEast to
precipitatea situation thatwasalready
developing.

However, if the railways can see their
opportunity, they shouldbeable to turn
this situation toadvantageby strongly
urgingmore inter-city electrification
to reducenationaldependenceon
imported fuel, andat the same time
makeeveryeffort to capturemoreof the
national freight ton-mileage.
However,whenpetrol is rationed (and

it seems tobemoreacaseof“when”than
“if”), the tourist railwayswill faceavery
lean summer, andmaywell haveenjoyed
their lastpeak season; indeed, the result
ofpetrol rationingcouldprove fatal for
several of them,bypreventingaccess to
themof thecar-borne touristswho form
theirmain sourceofpassenger revenue.

WestCoast changes
AMONGseveralmajor changes to
Anglo-Scottish timingsover theWest
CoastMain Line tobe introduced
nextMay,when the London-Glasgow
electrification is complete, are two
newdaytime services. A through train
will leave Eustonat 09.35,Mondays
to Saturdays, for Inverness (19.45), via
BirminghamandCoatbridge, andwith

13 intermediate stops; theup runwill
start from Inverness at 10.30 and take10
hrs 34min to London.

YEARS AGO
DECEMBER 2003

UKwouldseizeupwithoutrail
BRITAIN’Seconomywouldcollapse
without aproper rail system.That’s
thebluntmessage fromtheStrategic
Rail Authority inahard-hittingpolicy
document stating thenetwork’s
requirementsover thenext10years.
In‘Everyone’s Railway – theWider

Case for Rail’, SRA chief Richard Bowker
points out that Overground and
Underground trains carry a staggering
78%of London commuters – 20%
more than in 1993.Take that away and
Londonwould seize up is the gist of his
argument to the pro-road lobby and to
Whitehall planners.
AddedMrBowker, as anexample, 55%

ofpeople travellingbetweenManchester
andNewcastlegoby train, notby
road, and therearemore rail travellers
nationallynowthan therewere50years

ago.UK road-buildingwouldhave tobe
increasedbyanunacceptable50%to
compensate.
However, theSRAchief admitted that

rail costshave tobebroughtbackunder
control.

FearsforFlyingScotsman
THE futureof theworld’smost famous
locomotive is indoubt followinga
revelationbyFlyingScotsmanplc that
it has lost almosthalf amillionpounds
inayear.
In the company’s annual accounts,

thedirectors admit that theyhave
“graveconcerns”regardinga starting
date for the‘FlyingScotsmanVillage‘
in Edinburgh, and thatmerchandising
operationshavebeen“disappointing”.
Theproblemsareexacerbatedby

the fact that the company’s largest
shareholder, formerownerTony
Marchington,hasbeendeclared
bankrupt.Asweclosed forpress, there
were fears that the locomotive could
endupasa static exhibit –or evenbe
exported toAmerica–when itsmain line
boiler certificateexpires in2006.
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1
AUTUMN GLORY: Ex-Caledonian Railway 439
Class (LMS 2P) No. 55189, disguised as scrapped
LMS-built No. 55260, passes Tod’s Mill (just south
of Birkhill station) on the Bo’ness and Kinneil
Railway on November 4. ROBERT FALCONER

2
FLOODED FIELDS: Storm Ciarán in early November led
to Midland Main Line services being diverted via Corby
due to problems with an embankment at Braybrooke,

south of Market Harborough. ‘Meridian’ No. 222104 is
reflected in the flooded fields as it crosses the 82-arch
Harringworth Viaduct with the diverted 1B29/14.24
Nottingham to St Pancras on November 5. MIKE SPENCER

3
A CLEAR ROAD AHEAD: On its inaugural solo
passenger working since its 10-year major overhaul
was completed, GWR 2800 Class No. 2807 departs
Gotherington Halt with a train bound for Cheltenham
Racecourse on October 29. JACK BOSKETT

4
TO THE COAST:With the ‘Pacer’ classes long gone,
Leeds to Morecambe services are now solely in the
hands of Class 158 DMUs. On October 22, No. 158754
departs Lancaster on October 22, 2023 with the
12.18 Leeds to Morecambe. PHIL WALLIS

Delivering a safe, efficient
and sustainable railway
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42



A showcase for the best in railway photography
PANORAMA



AERIAL ABERYSTWYTH: A superb view over the unofficial capital of Mid-Wales
on October 22, as Vale of Rheidol loco No. 7 Owain Glyndwr departs the VoR
station with the 14.00 to Devil’s Bridge past the narrow gauge loco and carriage
sheds. In the background on the left is the main line terminus, while just visible
on the hillside in the distance is the Aberystwyth Cliff Railway. GEOFF GRIFFITHS

Delivering a safe, efficient
and sustainable railway





‘ED’ CLEARS THEWAY:
Class 73 electro-diesel No. 73212 Stephen Eaves
arcs on the third-rail as it heads south out of
Clapham Junction on October 20 while working
the 3W90 railhead treatment train circuit
fromTonbridge. Classmate No. 73109 Battle of
Britain 80th Anniversarywas at the other
end of the formation. HASSARD STACPOOLE
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MAROON‘MICKEYMOUSE’ONTEST:The Beet family’s BR Ivatt‘2MT’No. 46441 reached a milestone on
November 6 following the completion of its overhaul when the loco hauled a loaded test train. The 2-6-0, which retains its BR maroon livery, is
seen departing Haverthwaite on the Lakeside & Haverthwaite Railway with its second loaded test run. WILL SMITH

SIDELINES
New Year’s Day steam
BLUEBELL Railway is kicking
off 2024 in style with a New
Year’s Day Steam event
on January 1. Subject to
availability, four locos are
due to be in action –WR
‘Modified Hall’No. 6989
Wightwick Hall, SECR ‘O1’
0-6-0 No. 65, BR 4MT 2-6-4T
No. 80151 and ‘Terrier’
0-6-0T No. 72 Fenchurch. The
intensive timetable is due to
feature passenger and freight
trains throughout the day –
plus the opportunity to travel
in the LNWR Observation car
hauled by Fenchurch. Normal
fares will apply, but children
will be able to travel for £1
with any fare-paying adult.

SVR special offer
FOR a limited time, the
Severn Valley Railway is
offering tickets for several
special events in 2024 at
2023 fares. In a statement,
the railway said: “Rising
costs means there will be
an increase to the ticket
prices for our events in 2024,
but we’re able to make this
special offer available for a
limited time only. Tickets for
one of these events would
make a wonderful Christmas
present.”The offer, which
ends on January 7, covers
the April 18–21 Spring Steam
Gala, May 16-19 Spring Diesel
Festival, June 29-30 Step
Back to the 40s, July 6-7 Step
Back to the 40s, September
19-22 Autumn Steam Gala
and October 3-6 Autumn
Diesel Bash. Visit https://svr.
co.uk/2024-events-offer/
for details.

Furness progress
VOLUNTEERS from the
Furness Railway Trust
continue to dismantle
GWR 0-6-2T No. 5643 in
connection with its 10-year
boiler overhaul at the group’s
Ribble Steam Railway base in
Preston. By mid-November,
all tubes had been removed
and arrangements were
being made for a non-
destructive test of the
boiler which will assist with
assessing the extent of work
required during the overhaul.
Cleaning and stripping
down of No. 5643’s frames is
ongoing. Meanwhile, missing
cab fittings have now been
acquired for GWR ‘Hall’ class
4-6-0 No. 4979Wootton Hall.
These include a new driver’s
brake valve and two new
steam heat valves, which
have been machined up.

Railway turnedaround
Kent & East Sussex Railwaymoves from a loss to break-even financial position as it
gears up to celebrate half a century of preservation in the coming year.

THEKent&East SussexRailway
(KESR)hasgot itself on toa
more secure financial footing in
the2023 season–despite the
strongheadwinds.
With theheritage railway

sector facingahostof
challenges,DrRobinCoombes,
the line’sgeneralmanager, said
theKESRhas“notonly survived
but thrived.”Thenews formed
partofhis reportdelivered
to theKESR’sAnnualGeneral
Meeting.
“In a timewhenmany

visitor andheritagevenues
experienced reducednumbers,
weproudly achieveda13%
increase inpassengernumbers,”
he said.“Moreover, the critical
indicatorof financial health,
revenueperpassenger, also saw
anupswing.Ourpassengersnot
only increased innumberbut
also in their contribution toour
financial stability.”
He saidoneof themost

remarkableachievements this
yearhasbeen the railway’s
financial transformation.“We
managed to turnarounda
daunting£380,000 loss in
2021/22, comingclose to

achievinga financial break-
evenpoint. By focusingon
strategic financial reviewsand
tight financial control,wehave
shapedour trajectory towards
fiscal health.Wehavecash in
thebank.”

Developments
The linehasalso seenwhat
DrCoombesdescribes as a
“significant surge”involunteer
numbers.“Withmore than150
newvolunteers joiningour
team,wehave strengthened
our capacity tomaintainand
developour railway,”headded.
“Their commitment, passionand
unwavering support continue
tobeadriving forcebehind
ourachievements.”
In2024, theKESRwill kickoff

celebrations to commemorate
itshalf-centuryas aheritage
linewitha special ceremony
onFebruary3, theoriginal
openingdate.Agrand festival
is due tobeheldon June1/2,
commemorating theofficial
opening in1974anda formal
dinner is set tobeheld
inSeptember.
DrCoombes says the railway

is committed to increasing the
resilienceof its loco fleet.Next
year’s roster is due to include
‘Austerities’, ahired-in loco, a
Class 14and the line’sClass
108DMU–plusClass 20No.
20087,whicharrived fromthe
Battlefield LineonNovember12.
GWR2-8-0No. 4253 is set to

steam in thecomingyear,while
USA0-6-0TNo. 65 (Maunsell) is
due to return to service–and
‘Terrier’No. 70Poplar is expected
tobe repaired.On the latter,Dr
Coombes said:“Thishas taken
much longer thananticipated,
theworldof insurancemoves
at avery slowpace.”FordDiesel
No.1andGWRRailcarNo. 20
arealsoplanned tobe inaction
in2024. Subject to funding, the
earliestGWR0-6-0PTNo. 1638 is
likely toenter service is 2027.
Looking to the future,Dr

Coombes said:“Change is
anever-present companion
inour lives, andwemust
learn toembrace it. Change
isnotour adversary– it’s
ourdancepartneron this
journey.Theclimate crisis,
evolving technologyand
shifting landscapesare the

newcompanionsofour time.
Embracingchange isnot a
choice; it’s anecessity.”
Headded:“Asweapproach

our50thyear,wemust set a
trajectory towardsdeveloping
a sustainablebusiness and
operationalmodel, first to2030
andbeyond.

Future
“In simple terms,wemustnot
merely survivebut alsohand
over awell-maintained railway
to thenextgeneration, so
they cancontinue this legacy.
Wemust celebrateour50th
anniversary to the fullest,with
joyandenjoymentasour
guidingprinciples. It’s a time
to lookbackwithprideand
nostalgia and, simultaneously,
to look forward to the future
withenergy, confidenceand the
expectationof success.
“Our future ismarkedby

challenges suchasnewsocietal
circumstancesandachanging
volunteer landscape.However,
weareembracing these
challenges, driving innovation
andadapting to secure thenext
50years.”

Like us facebook.com/
TheRailwayMagazine

Follow us
@railwaymagazine
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CLASS5
POWER:
Keighley&Worth
Valley Railway-
owned LMS‘Black
Five’No. 45212 is
on hire to theNene
Valley Railway
for the festive
season.The last of
the day’s light just
about catches the
smokebox of the
4-6-0 as itworks
aroundYacht Club
Crossing on the
approach toOverton
station onNovember
5. JAMES KINDRED

No. 7827 LydhamManor is seen at Churston onOctober 24. STEVE
MASTERS/DSR

CR0-6-0No. 828 is seen in action at the SpaValley Railway’s Beer
FestivalweekendonOctober 22. OWENHAYWARD

DIARY
UntilDec30West Somerset
Railway:Winterlights (on
selecteddates)
Until Jan1NorthNorfolk
Railway:Norfolk Lights
Express (on selecteddates)
Until Jan7EppingOngar
Railway: Lights Express (on
selecteddates)
UntilDec30Bluebell
Railway: Starlights (on
selecteddates)
Until Jan6Watercress Line:
Steam Illuminations (on
selecteddates)
Dec9-10, 16-17EastAnglian
RailwayMuseum:DaysOut
withThomas
Dec14-15Keighley&Worth
ValleyRailway: Festive Flyer
Dec16Keighley&Worth
ValleyRailway: Carol Service
Train
Dec17-18West Somerset
Railway: ChristmasCarol
Trains
Dec22SevernValleyRailway:
ChristmasCarolTrains
■ SantaSpecials (onselected
dates inDecember)–Many
heritage lineswill getavisit
fromFatherChristmas.Please
consult your localheritage
lineandbookearly toavoid
disappointment.
Dec26East Lancashire
Railway:MincePie Specials
Dec26-27 Isle ofWight
SteamRailway:MincePie
Specials
Dec26-Jan1Keighley&
WorthValleyRailway:Mince
Pie Specials
Dec26-28& SouthDevon
Railway: SpringRails&Ales
Dec28-Jan1Bluebell
Railway: Kids for aQuid
Dec29-Jan1Kent&East
SussexRailway: Steam into
theNewYear
Dec29-31SouthDevon
Railway:Winter SteamGala
Dec30-31Bo’ness&Kinneil
Railway: BlackBunSpecials
Dec31Bluebell Railway:New
Year’s EveSteamlights
Dec31-Jan1Ecclesbourne
ValleyRailway:Winter Steam
in theValleys
2024
Jan1EastAnglianRailway
Museum:NewYear’s Steam
Jan1East LancashireRailway:
WhiskyChaser Specials
Jan1 Isle ofWight Steam
Railway:NewYear’sDay
Specials
Jan1 LincolnshireWolds
Railway: SteamRunningDay
Jan1Mid-SuffolkRailway:
SteamandLight Festival
Jan2-3Bo’ness&Kinneil
Railway: BlackBunSpecials
Jan6HelstonRailway:Winter
SteamUp
Jan6-7SwanageRailway:
WinterWarmUp
Jan26-28GreatCentral
Railway:Winter SteamGala

Main line trio at TunbridgeWellsWest
THESpaValleyRailwaynow
has three formerBR steam
locomotiveson its roster again.
TheycompriseSRBulleidPacific
No. 34072257Squadron, BR
Standard‘4MT’2-6-4TNo. 80078
andCaledonianRailway‘812’
Class 0-6-0No. 828.
No. 80078arrived fromthe

Mid-NorfolkRailwayon the
eveningof Friday,October20
andenteredpublic service two
days later.
Followingcompletionof

mechanical repairs,No. 828
returned to traffic in time to
workat theOctober20-22
Beer Festival, followedby the
Octoberhalf termservices.
Barclay0-4-0ST Lady Ingrid

madeanappearanceon the
event’s final day following the
completionof its overhaul.
After aperiodonhire to the

East LancsRailway, Southern
Locomotives Limited-owned
No. 34072257Squadronhas
returned toTunbridgeWells
West in readiness forworking
ThePolar Express.The‘Battle
ofBritain’will alsooperateon
scheduleddates in Januaryand
February including twodriver
experiencedays, plus at the
February9-11Winter Steam
GalaalongsideNos. 828, 80078
and Lady Ingrid.
Apart frompossible visits to

galas,257Squadron is expected
to remainat SpaValley in2024.

Environmental surveywork
underway at Rother Valley
THERotherValleyRailway’s
reinstatementas aheritage line
of themissing rail linkbetween
BodiamandRobertsbridge
Junctioncontinues toprogress.
Theextensiveenvironmental

surveyof theyet tobebuilt
two-mile-long‘missing link’
central sectionof the line–
namely fromNorthbridge
Street toUdiam, formerly the
siteof JunctionRoadHalt – is
nowunderway.Aspreviously
reported, theenvironmental
investigation, alongwith
thearisingmitigations,must
be inplacebeforephysical
constructionwork canget
underway.
“Thehabitat survey involves

lookingat the lengthof the
line, classifying thehabitats
and recording indetail all the
plant specieswecan identify,”
explainedGilesCoe, RVR’s
environmental expert.
“This enablesus toplace

an independent valueon
thenature conservationof

what is here–and fromthere
toassess the impactof the
scheme.Wecan thendesigna
mitigation, compensationand
enhancementpackage.
“Wewill alsobecreating

and implementing landscape
ecologicalmanagementplans.
Monitoring is a crucial element
ofwhatwewill do–both
monitoring forhabitats and
checkinghowthevarious
species aredoing sowecan see
whateffect theworkhashad
on them.”
AtRobertsbridge station, the

groundon theNorthBankhas
been raisedand levelledusing
recycled infill to specification
andsignedoff by theRVR. In
duecourse, thiswill be the site
of theengine shedandsidings.
Thegroundwill beallowed to
settleover thenext coupleof
years.Thegroundwill thenbe
stabilisedandon topof thatwill
be thecrushedconcretebase,
followedbyballast uponwhich
the trackwill be laid.

LydhamManor back in action!
WR‘Manor’4-6-0No. 7827
LydhamManorhas returned
toactionat theDartmouth
SteamRailway following the
completionof its overhaul.
Amilestonewas reached

onOctober24when it gained
a freshboiler ticket fromthe
insuranceboiler inspectorwho
wasonsitedoingannual exams
onGWR‘Small Prairie’No. 4555
andBR‘4MT’No. 75014.That
afternoon, the lococompleted
somegentle test running

aroundChurston, checking that
allwaswell.
Therearenoplans touse

No. 7827on the railway’sTrain
of Lightsoperation,which runs
fromNovember toDecember
30, so the4-6-0 is set to return to
public serviceat the start of the
2024 running season.

LydhamManor is now inBR
late crest linedgreen–a livery
it’s not carried since its lastdays
inBR service. Prior tooverhaul, it
was inBR linedblack.

Washford sale
AGREEMENThasbeen reached
for theWest SomersetRailway
HeritageTrust tobuy theS&D
shedand trackatWashford
fromtheSomerset&Dorset
RailwayTrust.
Bymid-November, all rolling

stockhadmoved fromthe
site, apart fromcoachNo. 4
whichwaswaiting for loan
agreements tobe finalised.The
twodiesel shuntershavebeen
sold.The signal frameand levers
fromthedemonstrationboxat
Washfordhavebeenputon loan
to theTarkaLineatTorrington
which is rebuildinga signalbox
on its site.
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The EcclesbourneValley Railway currently has two formermain line
steam locos on itsmetals. Joining BR‘4MT’No. 80080, BR Standard
Class 2No. 78018 is currently on hire from theGreat Central Railway.
The 2-6-0 heads back toWirksworth from Idridgehay on the on
November 5. ALANWEAVER

PENULTIMATE
DAY INACTION:
Endof the rainbow for SDJR
‘7F’2-8-0No. 53808which
waswithdrawn from service
for its 10-year overhaul on
November 4.The preceding day,
the Somerset &Dorset Railway
Trust-owned locowas in action
on aphotographic charter on the
Mid-Hants Railway and is seen
heading away fromRopley under
stormy skies. STUART CHAPMAN

SIDELINES
‘Grange’ set for New Year
THE launch of the GWR
‘Grange’loco has been delayed.

It was hoped No. 6880
Betton Grangewould be
steamed in November, but
this has been pushed back
until early January. The
group behind the project
said completion of the 4-6-0
has been held up“for several
reasons, most of which have
been beyond our and Tyseley
LocomotiveWorks’ control”.

While it had originally
been planned to operate
No. 6880 initially with a
tender hired from 2-8-0
No. 3814, it is now planned
to use the tender from No.
7822 Foxcote Manor, which is
under overhaul at Tyseley.

Trackbed purchase
MIDSOMER Norton-based
Somerset & Dorset Railway
Heritage Trust has bougt a
750 yard section of trackbed
from just south of the
Chilcompton tunnels to the
Redan bridge. Before the
trust can connect the track
bed to its existing running
line, there remains the
substantial task of removing
the infilled cutting leading
up to the tunnels, plus
the issue of both tunnels
being occupied by tenants
of National Highways. The
trust continues to liaise with
stakeholders over both issues.

Accessible donation
MAIN line train operating
company Greater Anglia
(GA) has donated several
accessibility ramps to the
North Norfolk Railway (NNR).

The heavy ramps
previously used by the NNR
often required two people to
deploy them. The donated
ramps, which had been used
with Class 321 EMUs, are
lighter and can be operated
by one person.

Milestones celebrated
EAST Lancashire Railway
Preservation Society (ELRPS)
held its annual Long Service
Awards on October 8 at Bury
Transport Museum, with
members celebrated for 10,
20 and 30 years’ service.

A plaque was also
unveiled celebrating the
55th anniversary of the
formation of the society on
May 21, 1968 at Helmshore
station, the first base of the
ELRPS. It also celebrated the
50th anniversary since the
move to Bury, and the official
opening of the museum at
Bury on August 26, 1972.

The plaque was unveiled
by ELRPS chairman Ian Aspey
and museum chairman Keith
Whitmore and is dedicated
to past and present working
members of the ELRPS.

Furthermovementat
Duffield cutting landslip
Inaugural winter steamgala and
Santa trains remain unaffected.
THEEcclesbourneValley
Railway (EVR)hasbeenhitby
freshmovementona landslip,
although it is hoped repairswill
beundertakenpromptly.
Aspreviously reported

(RM July2023), onApril 2 it
was found that a landsliphad
occurred in thecuttingnorthof
Duffield close to the footbridge.
Interlockingconcrete‘Lego’

blocksweighingaboutonetonne
eachwere installed tohold
back the slope. EVR trainsbegan
running through toDuffieldon
June10–serviceshavingbeen
curtailed sinceApril.
Heavy rainonOctober20

caused the landslip to slump
further and thishas caused
the‘Legoblocks’tomovebya
few inches,whilebothendsof
the sliphaveextendedbeyond
earlierboundaries.As a result,
trainswill runonly toShottle
until furthernotice.
It is understood that a large

part of the cost is likely tobe
coveredby the insuranceof a
thirdparty, andwork to rectify
maygetunderwayas soonas
thismonth.While insurance
is likely to cover themajority
of costs, bymid-November it
remainedunknownhowmuch
funding the railwaywill have to
provide.
Operationof the line’s Santa

services is unaffected,which
as inprevious years, run from
Wirksworth toShottle.
On themotivepower front,

BR‘2MT’2-6-0No. 78018
arrivedonhire fromtheGreat
Central RailwayonOctober11.
The‘Standard’is scheduled to
operateChristmasandNewYear
services, before returning to
Loughborough.

Roster
TheEVRplans tohold its
inauguralWinter Steam in
theValleyeventonSunday,
December31andMonday,
January1.Thegala isdue to
featureNo. 78018, BR‘4MT’
2-6-4TNo. 80080,Andrew
Barclay0-4-0STBrianHarrison
andBagnall‘Austerity’0-6-0ST
No. 68012TheDuke– the
latter fresh fromoverhaul. All
locomotives are subject to
availabilityon theday.
Meanwhile, constructionof

anewashpit is underway in
Wirksworthyard.This formspart
of abroaderplan toextend the
presentmaintenance facility
toaccommodate steam,diesel
and restorationwork in such
amanner as toallowefficient
operation.
In theNewYear,work is

due to commenceon the
completionof thenew

Wirksworth stationproject.
Thenewbuildingwill include
moderncatering facilities
witha cafeproviding seating
capacity forup to80customers,
togetherwithanewbooking
office anddirect interfacewith
theEVRAssociation’smuseum
andextensive shop. Following
completionof thenewbuilding,
workwill commenceon the
newextensionof the rolling
stockmaintenance facility.
Furtherprojects at

Wirksworth stationhave

includednewpointwork to
facilitate traindepartures and
arrivals fromplatformone.

Experiences
The railwayhasbeen in
discussionwith theDerbyshire
StoneCentreandplans to
run scheduled services to the
popular tourist attractionon
theRavenstor linenext year, as
well as introducinganumberof
newdrivingexperienceson this
branch,which features a1:27
incline.

62 DECEMbER 2023 • The Railway Magazine

Steam & Heritage



LMS‘Jubilee’No. 45690 Leander is among the performers due to take part in the East Lancs Railway’s March 15-17 steam gala.The 4-6-0 is
pictured hauling the 1155hrs ex-Bury in Little Burrs cutting on Saturday, November 4. KEVIN WHITEHURST

Swanage Railway launches £450k emergency appeal
THESwanageRailwayTrust
has launcheda£450,000Save
YourRailwayappeal toboost
the financial reservesof the
railway through theearly
monthsof 2024before the
main trading season resumes
in the spring.
TheSwanageRailway

Company,which runs the
heritage steamtrainson
behalf of the trust, aims to
reduceoperatingcostsby
£350,000while alsoworking
onan initiative toattractmore
visitors to the IsleofPurbeck
during2024.
SwanageRailwayTrust

chairmanFrankRoberts said:
“Whileourpassengernumbers
are recovering theyhavenot
returned to2019 levels–more
than141,000people so far this

year comparedwithmore than
202,000people for thewhole
of 2019. Inflationcontinues to
increaseouroperatingcosts
with theSwanageRailway
having topaymore for coal, oil,
water andother services.

Costs
“Wehavealsohad tocarryout
theupgradeandoverhaulof a
Victorianmetal girderbridge,
carrying the railwayover a
road,near Furzebrook.”
He said that inorder to

increase income, the railway
will be repositioned intoa
“broader andmorecommercial
visitor experience”while also
maintaining itsheritage train
business.
“It’s a challengeaswell

as anopportunity to shape

theSwanageRailway for
the future,”headded.“We
areworking tomake the
SwanageRailwaymore
efficient andeffectiveaswell
asbeingcapableof attracting
increasingnumbersof
passengers.

Positive
“The longer termsurvival of the
SwanageRailwaydependson
apositiveandquick response
toour call to arms.
“Wehavegaps inour

management structure that
need tobe filledbywilling
volunteerswith relevant skills
andexperience.”
Meanwhile, the railway

hasannounced that aWinter
WarmUpgala is tobeheld
on January6/7.Themixed-

tractioneventwill seealso see
the returnofdemonstration
freight trains to the line.
Anyone interested in

volunteering should contact
the railway’s volunteer
recruitmentand retention
officer LisaGravettby
emailing iwanttovolunteer@
swanagerailway.co.ukorby
calling01929475212.Details
about volunteeringcanalsobe
foundat swanagerailwaytrust.
org/volunteering.
Donations to theSRT’s

appeal canbemadeonlineat
swanagerailwaytrust.enthuse.
com/saveyourrailwaywhile
cheques canbe sent to the
SwanageRailwayTrust, Station
House, Swanage,Dorset, BH19
1HBmarked‘SaveYourRailway
Appeal’.

Wildlife, flora
and fauna
celebrated by
heritage lines
THE importanceofproviding
habitat forwildlifehasbeen
recognisedby threeEnglish
heritage lines.
CambrianRailway

OrchardProject (CROP)
which ispart ofCambrian
HeritageRailwayshaswon
theGoldAward for theBest
CommunityProject 2023.
Theawardwaspart of the

Oswestry InBloomFestival
which, in turn, sawthe town
named thebestBritish large
town in thenational InBloom
competition.

Habitat
Theone-acre site is located
on landbetween the railway
lineandGobowenRoad,near
Oswestry’s IronAgeHill Fort.
Started inNovember2011,
CROPaims toestablisha
traditional orchard, planting
half standard fruiting trees
including local varieties
of apple, pear, plumand
cherry. Local craftsmenhave
alsobeenencouraged to
maintain fencingandhedge
layingat the site.
Visit https://cambrian

railways.com/chr/crop-the-
railways-orchard formore
information.

Partnerships
Meanwhile,Quornand
Woodhouse stationhas
wonGold in theannual
EastMidlands inBloom
competition.The station
narrowlymissed the top spot
to thevillageofUppingham.
GreatCentral Railway

volunteersworked in
partnershipwithQuorn
village. Judgesvisited the
station in July andsawthe
variousdisplays including the
station tubs, hangingbaskets,
Dig forVictoryGardenbefore
heading into thevillage.
TheKent&East Sussex

Railway (KESR)heldaWild
AboutWildlifeWeekendat
TenterdenTownstationon
September30andOctober1.
Theevent featureddisplays,
wildlife-focused talks,
storytellingandengaging
activitieswith theaidof local
organisations.
“Our railway is ahaven

forwildlife.Wehavebeen
investigating thisbiodiversity
throughanecology survey
with support fromtheKent
WildlifeTrustConsultancy,
BumblebeeConservation
Trust andTenterdenWildlife,”
saidRobinCoombes, KESR
generalmanager.

A STAR-STUDDED roster is set
for theEast LancashireRailway’s
(ELR)March15-17SpringSteam
Gala.
Billedas theLegendsof

Steam, theeventwillwelcome
LNER‘A4’No. 60007SirNigel
GresleyandBR‘7MT’No. 70000
Britannia, alongwithLMS
‘Jubilee’No. 45690 Leander.

Furtherdetails, including the

rangeof tickets, canbe foundat
www.eastlancsrailway.org.uk
More immediately, regular

public services aredue to
operateonDecember26/27
and30/31.
Meanwhile, on the

motivepower front, theELR
hasauthorised£50,000of
expenditureon theoverhaul
of LMS‘Jinty’0-6-0TNo. 47324.

Following its recent return to
traffic, plansarebeing finalised
to repaint SRBulleidPacific
No. 34092CityofWells in 2024.
SouthernLocomotives Ltd-

ownedSRBulleidPacific
No. 34072257Squadron,
whichhasbeenhire to theELR,
returned south toTunbridge
Wells onNovember2.After two-
and-a-half yearsonhire to the

SpaValleyRailway,AndyBooth’s
0-6-0No. 2890has returned to
Bury. Following thecompletion
ofwintermaintenance, the loco
is expected to seeuseon the
ELR in2024.
Volunteers fromBury

Standard4Groupcontinue to
workoncorrecting the issues
with the flue tubeswithBR‘4MT’
2-6-4TNo. 80097.

Powerful line-up set for Spring Steam Gala

‘Battle of Britain’ loco set to commemorate Polish pilots
WHEN SRBulleid Pacific No.
34053 Sir Keith Park returns
after its overhaul next summer
it will bear the name 303
Squadron, the Battle of Britain
squadron formedmostly of
Polish pilots.
The loco’s owninggroup,

SouthernLocomotives Ltd (SLL),
says themove is in tribute to
thevalour anddedicationof the
squadron thatwasgenerally

regardedas themost successful
in combatduring thebattle.
A naming event is planned

to be held at Eridge on the
SpaValley Railway, and the
4-6-2will carry the name for
approximately one year. SLL
is in touchwith Polish groups
of interest in this, and to the
family of Sqn Ldr Ronald
Kellett, who commanded the
squadron at the time.

Having been stripped at
HerstonWorks, No. 34053
moved toTyseley onOctober 9.
Its boilerwill be swapped for
thatwhich previously ran
withNo. 34010 Sidmouth
in the 1960s.That has been
overhauled at theNorth
Norfolk Railway andwillmove
toTyseley shortly.
The boiler fromNo. 34053

will then be overhauled to run

with Light Pacific Sidmouth.
Meanwhile, the boiler

was lifted fromNo. 34058
Sir Frederick Pile at Sellindge
onNovember 7.With the
Mid-Hants Railway unable
to overhaul the boiler in
the timeframe required, an
alternative contractor is
being sought.The cab is to
be dispatched toHerston for
repair or renewal.
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Back on February 18, 2017, No. 3205 is seen on the SouthDevonRailway at Stretchford Straightwith the 13.35Totnes Littlehempston to
Buckfastleigh, described as a combinedmilk andpassengerworking. DAVID HUNT

Peckett R3
class 0-4-0ST
Kilmersdon
(1788/1929)
is seen
leaving
Midsomer
Norton
station on
October 29.
JOSH

BRINSFORD

Share issue tohelpunique
‘Collett Goods’ steamagain
South Devon
Railway plans a host
of improvements
to set itself up
for the future.
THEsole survivingGWR‘Collett
Goods’locomotivecouldsteam
againat theSouthDevon
Railway (SDR), afteragreement
was reachedbetweenthe0-6-0’s
ownersandtheheritage line.
Under the termsof the

agreementwith the2251
LocomotiveFund, theSouth
DevonRailwayLtd, aCharitable
CommunityBenefit Societywill
become thecustodiansof
No. 3205 for thenext50years.
Followingacquisitionby the

2251LocomotiveFund fromBR
in1965,No. 3205became the
second locomotive toarriveat
Buckfastleigh forpreservation
later that year.Twoyears later,
the‘2251’became the first
locoon the fledglingSevern
ValleyRailway (SVR).No. 3205
left theSVR inMarch1987,
initially to theWest Somerset
Railwaybefore returning to
Buckfastleigh towhatby then
hadbecometheSDR in1998.
During2016No. 3205

developedacrack in theboiler
barrel,whichwas repaired that
year, but itwaswithdrawn from
traffic in2017when it found
the loconeededamajorboiler

rebuild andanewcylinder
block. Since then, it hasbeen
storedatBuckfastleigh.The
renewalof key components as
part of the loco’s overhaulwill
see it fit formanyyears.

Tender
OnepartofNo. 3205 is currently
operational, however– the
tender is onhire toNo. 2807
at theGloucestershire
Warwickshire SteamRailway.As
reported last issue, theGWR
2-8-0has recently returned to

traffic following thecompletion
of its overhaul.The tender
frames forNo. 2807are in flat-
pack formawaiting the teamto
put themback together.
While theSDRhasapotof

money fromthe saleofNos.
3803andNo. 4920Dumbleton
Hallwhich is reserved for
capital projects, tohelp fund
thecomprehensive restoration
ofNo. 3205, theSDRhas
announcedanewshare issue.
“The share issuewill raise

fundsandweplan touse it as

match funding toapply for
grants,”SDRgeneralmanager
Ernest Elsworth-Wilson toldThe
RM.“Wewantpeople to invest
in the long-term futureof the
railway.”

Infrastructure
With that inmind, otherprojects
to fund includeanewbuilding
for carriage repairs; construction
ofphase2of the runningand
maintenance shed;newvisitor
facilities atBuckfastleigh;
improvements toall stations;

andanupgradedmuseumat
Buckfastleigh.
Elsworth-Wilsonadded:“We

alsowant to fundschemes
toreduceour railway’s
environmental impact.These
includesolarpanelsand
electriccarchargingpoints, and
rainwaterharvesting for flushing
WCs.Wealsowant tobuildon
theworkwehavealreadycarried
outwith localwildlifegroups in
termsofmanaginghabitats.”
Visitwww.southdevonrailway.

co.uk/shares fordetails.

Newowner for Pannier
AGWR locowhichonce
stoodoutsideaCardiff city
centrehotel hasbeenbought
byanengineeringcontractor
and isnowset tobe returned
to steam.
GWR0-6-0PTNo.9629

wasdisplayedoutsidewhat
was thentheHoliday Inn in
theWelshcapital fornine
years,until itmovedtothe
Pontypool&Blaenavon
Railway (PBR) in1995.The
locohasnowbeenpurchased
byLeakyFinders.
In a statement, the

Devon-basedcontractor
said:“Weare fortunate that
thepreviousownershave
amassedaconsiderable
amountof theparts required,
alongwith spares andmany
woodenpatterns to castnew
components from.
“Thenext fewweekswill

seeall theparts (largeand

small) headbackover the
border toourworkshop
here inExeter.Once restored,
the locowill beputout
on thehiremarket, being
a reasonably strongand
economical loco fornearly
anyheritage railway in the
country.The teamhereare
superexcited toget stuck
into theprojectnext year.”
Whendisplayed inCardiff,

No.9629wascosmetically
restoredand lackedaboiler.
Itsoriginalboilerwasacquired
in2012.The locowasprivately
ownedbyshareholders,with
aminority stakeheldbythe
PBR. Itwasoffered for sale
inAugust2023.Withmany
of theshareholdersgetting
olderandwithprogressbeing
slow, itwas recognisedthat
theprojectwasunlikely to
becompletedwithin their
lifetime.

Kilmersdon operates again in Somerset
PECKETT 0-4-0STKilmersdon
returned to its nativeWest
Country inOctober, when it
went on hire to the Somerset
&Dorset Joint Railway at
MidsomerNorton (MN).
Owned by the Somerset

& Dorset RailwayTrust,
the loco is based at the

Watercress Line in Hampshire.
During its first publicuse

atMN–Halloweenat the
StationonSunday,October29
–visitors turnedup in significant
numbers to fill theDown
platformthroughoutmostof
theday, enjoyinga ride to the
summitof the railwayandback.

Afterbeing rostered for
Santa specials,Kilmersdon is
due toworka full-daydriver
experience courseonDecember
30,beforeoperatingpublic
serviceson January1, billedas
‘NewYear Steam&MincePie
Special’.The loco is thendue to
return to theMid-HantsRailway.
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Trackwork in progress at the East Somerset Railway’s Cranmore station onNovember 20. ESR

The East Lancashire Railway operated its
longest demonstration goods train to
date during its Autumn SteamGala.

Thirty’s the long
andshortof it!

Class 24No. D5054 (24054) Phil Southern is seen at the head of the freight train onOctober 11 at Baron
StreetYard. BOTH: KEITH SAVORY/ELR

Restoredwagons in the demonstration goods rake include a Conflat,
two tankwagons, a box van and aToadbrake van.

On trackwith infrastructure enhancements
PermanentWaywork underway
at heritage lines this autumn.
WITHno trainsoperatingat
manyheritage linesbetween
lateOctober and intoNovember,
it providesa shortwindowto
undertake trackmaintenance
before festive season services
getunderway.
Volunteers at theEast

SomersetRailwayhave
beencarryingout track
improvements inCranmore
station.Thework includes
resleeperingon theDown
platformandattention to the
drainage.
AfterChristmas, furtherwork

isplanned tobecarriedout
in the samearea, replacing
moreworn-out components
and taking theopportunity to
modify the layout.Thediamond
crossing is tobe removedand
replacedbyapoint, resulting
in theTanker Sidingsbeing
accesseddirect fromthemain–
plus the loopbeing shortened.
Existing signals arebeing

refurbishedanda scheme for
full signalling isbeingworked
onwithdesign, verification
andapproval ongoing. It is
hoped thiswill allowenhanced
operation induecourse.
Inmid-October,members

of theSevernValleyRailway
(SVR)PermanentWay team
recovered track fromthe former
oil depotnearBrownhills, on the
disusedSouthStaffordshire line
betweenLichfieldandWalsall.

Theweek-longoperation
yielded three setsofpoints.The
pointworkwasdonatedaspart
of thepartnershipbetween the
SVRandNetworkRail.The track
recoveryworkwasassistedby
contractorQuattroPlant Ltd,
whichhasa leaseon theold
terminal oil yard.
Oneof these setsofpoints

is tobe installedonRoads1
and2 inBridgnorthyard this
Winter.TheSVR is appealing
for volunteers tohelpwith
theproject inBridgnorth
yard– including lifting, relaying,
alterations to thepit onRoad2
andconcretingworks.
Work isdue to takeplace from

January10untilmid-March.To
lendahand, contact theSVR
Volunteer LiaisonOfficeonvlo@
svrlive.comorcall 01299401776.
InNovember, volunteers

at theLlangollen&Corwen
Railwaywere removing the last
remnantsofDeeside loop.The
Eastpoint atDeeside (Berwyn

end)wasbeing replacedwith
plain rail.
Meanwhile, theA1Steam

LocomotiveTrustwelcomed
the507SpecialistTeam
Royal Engineers (Railways)
toundertake the firstmajor

tracklayingexercise at its new
Darlington siteonOctober21.
The trainingexercise

supported the readinessof the
soldiers,while alsohelping
theTrust reach the important
milestoneof amain line

connection in thecomingyear.
Trackmaterial hasbeen

acquired frombothNexusand
NetworkRail – someof the
latter including rails cascaded
fromtheNorthumberlandLine
Project renewalprogramme.
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HISTORYwasmadeat theEast
LancashireRailway (ELR)on
Saturday,October13when the
lineoperated its longest freight
train in thepreservationera.
Thirty restoredgoodsvehicles

were inactionusing three
locomotives at the line’s recent
AutumnSteamGala.
It followedamammotheffort

bya teamofvolunteers and
staff toorganiseandprepare
resources for theevent.
Stanier‘8F’2-8-0No. 48305,

visiting fromtheGreatCentral
Railway (GCR)hauledClass24
dieselNo.D5054 (24054)Phil
Southern toappear likea rescue
train–but in theend the steam
loco failedand the‘24’hauled
the train toRamsbottom. LMS
‘Jinty’0-6-0TNo. 47298was
attached to the rear as abanker.
Thepresenceof three locos

ona freight trainproved tobe
another first for the12-mile long

Bury-basedheritage railway.
“Toget30wagons

inoperation is ahuge
achievement forour railway,”
enthusedvolunteerKeith
Savory.“Wehavenever runa
freight train that longbefore.
While theGCR recentlyoperated
a50wagon train,wedonot
haveasmany restoredwagons
as theGCR, sowedecided to
operate the longestwecould
–bearing inmind the trainhas
to fit inbothRamsbottomand
Rawtenstall stations.”
Recentprogresshas included

thecompletionof twooil
tankers–one in ICI blue (No.
B32) andone inRegentPetrol
silver (No. 69).Thesewagons
were restored last year (RM
October2022)buthavenow
been lettered.
ConflatNo.W36280hasbeen

repaintedand it nowcarries
AClass containerNo.A65356,

whichhasbeen restored froma
derelict groundedstores shed.
Three-plankopenwagons

Nos.M457543,M474048and
M478278havebeen rebuilt
withall rottenwood replaced.
Otherwagons recently

restored include twoMedfits
–Nos. B460675andB460530–
andanother three-plankopen
wagonNo.B471345,plusBorail
DwagonNo.B945871.
Projects tobeundertaken

nowcomprise twooil tankers, as
well as a12 tonboxvanwhich is
waiting togo inside the shed for
anewroof, sides anddoors.

The railwayhas recently
boughtbackaSeacowand
Walrus after thevehicleswere
sold toa thirdparty.Thewagons
areneeded forpermanentway

dutieson theELR.
Thedemonstrationgoods

train isnext expected toappear
at the spring steamgala (see
separate storyonp63).



Tanfield gala success
TANFIELD Railway held a successful ‘Run
it’weekend on October 14/15 when
everything that was runnable was
steamed and operated during the event.
HeadWrightson 0-4-0VBT No. 1,

built in 1871was a popular visitor from
Beamish, working alongside the home
fleet.
Hawthorn Leslie 0-4-0ST No. 2

(2859/1911) operated alongside
its younger cousin, 0-4-0ST Sir Cecil
A Cochrane, Robert Stephenson &

Hawthorn works number 7409, built
in 1949.
Also in use were the two Andrew

Barclay locomotives, 0-4-0ST Stanley
(1659/1920) and 0-6-0STHorden
(1015/1904). All four locomotives
operated in various combinations
during the weekend providing variety
for the photographers present.
On test in the yard following overhaul

was Hudswell Clarke 0-6-0ST Renishaw
Ironworks No 6, (1366/1919).

Hunslet‘Austerity’No. 3168 of 1944 is seenworking atWheldale colliery onMarch 10, 1982.The locowas
subsequently named in honour of its finalworking home in industry. IAN SMITH

Visiting
‘Coffeepot’
No. 1 is
pictured
outside
the shed
atMarley
Hill, Tanfield
Railway on
October 14.
OLIVER

JOHNSON

BACKTO
BLACK:
On the East Lancashire
Railway,Manchester
Ship Canal No. 32 has
been repainted into
the black livery for the
first time inmany years,
it previously carrying
‘Thomas theTank
Engine’blue livery.The
Hudswell Clarke 0-6-0T
(No. 680 of 1903) is seen
at BuckleyWells depot,
Bury, onOctober 15.The

locomotive carries its
nameGothenburg inside
the cab as a
result of protests in
the FirstWorldWar

when locals attacked
locomotive crews
because the name
soundedGerman.
CALLUMPORTER

WORK IN
PROGRESS:
Peckett R2 class
0-4-0ST Lady
Angela (1690/1926)
has commenced
anoverhaul at
Buckfastleigh on the
SouthDevonRailway.
The locomotive is seen
on September 29
with cab and tank
removed. DAVID HUNT

‘Austerity’ appealmilestone
Overhaul of Embsay stalwart loco
Wheldale reaches landmark figure
– butmore funds are needed.

THEYorkshire Dales Railway
MuseumTrust, owner and
operator of the Embsay&
BoltonAbbey SteamRailway, is
celebrating having raised over
a quarter of amillion pounds
towards the overhaul of
‘Austerity’0-6-0STWheldale.

The volunteer team, led
byMikeWalsh, has raised
themoney in a variety of
ways, including informing
passengers about the appeal
and seeking donations from
passengers on Embsay’s
regular trains, a display in the
former Cabman’s Shelter at
Embsay station, an annual
draw and sales through the
station’s popular‘Bric-a-Brac’
shop.
The appeal fund initially

started back in 2015, the
beginning of a huge fund-
raising effort to raise at least
£300,000 to fund the overhaul
of the locomotive, and has
grown significantly over recent
years.
Built in 1944 asworks

number 3168 by theHunslet
Engine Company in Leeds for
theMinistry of Defence (MoD),
the locomotive entered service
as No.WD75118. After several
yearsworking at a variety of

MoD locations it was sold to
theNorthYorkshire Area of
theNational Coal Board in
1965. Having receivedNCB
workshop attention, it was sent
towork at PrimroseHill Colliery,
Swillington.
Following closure of that pit,

the‘Austerity’subsequently
moved toAllerton Bywater
in 1971, followedby a brief
interlude at Newmarket
Colliery in 1978, beforemoving
on toWheldale Colliery near
Castleford in 1981,where it
becameNo. S134.
The loco achieved fameby

having itsmechanical stoker
and gas producer system
repaired in 1981 andbeing
tested atWheldale Colliery on
behalf of theHunslet Engine
Company,whichwas looking
at a potential sale of this
equipment. In particular, the
loco ended upbeing used on
several occasions in the harsh
winter of that year because the
diesels froze up.
It was finallywithdrawn

from service in 1982 and
moved to the (then)Yorkshire
Dales Railway at Embsay.
After attention in theTrust’s

workshop, and by nownamed
Wheldale after the last colliery

atwhich the locoworked, it
became a stalwart of the
railway’s steam fleet formany
years until withdrawn for
overhaul in themid-1990s.
Following aperiod in storage

and ondisplay, sufficient
monieswere raised in order
to start the overhaul. The
chassis is currently receiving
a comprehensive overhaul at
Statfold Barn Engineering in
Staffordshire, while the boiler –

after initial work carried out in-
house at Embsay – is to be sent
away for a full repair at Israel
Newton& Sonsworkshop near
Matlock.
“Following the huge

dedication and commitment
of our volunteer fund-raising
teamovermany years, and to
have already raised £250,000
is testament to all their hard
work,”saidTrust press officer,
Richard Jones.“The overhaul

ofWheldale is progressing very
well, andwehope itwill not be
too longbefore this popular
locomotive returns to service
– the‘Austerity’class being
ideally suited to our railway.
“However, to achieve this,

further donations are required
andwould be verymuch
appreciated.”
Visit thewebsite at

www.ebar.org.uk/wheldale for
details of howyou can help.
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The new diesel locomotive built by Alan Keef Ltd pictured following
delivery to the 15in LappaValley line.The loco was built to work with
the new passenger train constructed by Keef’s. TOM GOODMAN

NEWLOOKFORNO. 1: A sneak preview of the
Great Eastern Railway blue livery, with red lining, applied toTalyllyn
Railway’s Fletcher, Jennings 0-4-2ST No. 1 Talyllynwhen it was
pictured in the shed at Pendre on October 19.The new livery was
expected to be controversial but appears to have attracted a lot of
favourable comment fromTalyllyn supporters. JAMESWAITE

SINGLE LINES

DIARY

■ TIMETABLED Douglas Bay
Horse Tramway operations
for the 2023 season were
stopped on October 18,
earlier than planned, due to
concerns over the condition
of Tramway Terrace, although
pre-booked tour group
operations were fulfilled up
to October 29. The terrace,
in front of the stables,
incorporates an arch through
which staff and horses
normally gain access to the
stables. The building is now
surrounded by scaffolding
and awaiting demolition.
■ REPAINTING of Vale of
Rheidol Railway’s 2-6-2T
No. 8 into BR black livery
(RM, November) has been
completed with ‘lion
over wheel’ emblems and
reinstatement of Llywelyn
nameplates, believed not
to have been carried on the
loco since the early 1990s.
No. 8 had been GWR green
since 1996.
■ THE 15in gauge Clevedon
Miniature Railway in North
Somerset, a 900 yard circuit
worked by a steam-outline
4-6-0 tender battery-electric
loco, is currently closed.
Amid an apparently sensitive
situation the future of the
railway is currently unclear.
■ HAVING completed
reconstruction of its two
first class carriages, Vale
of Rheidol Railway has
commenced a programme
of rebuilding five open
carriages. The first to enter
the works is No. 4, the body
of which has been lifted
off the chassis and the
frames sandblasted. Nos. 1,
2, 3 and 6 will be similarly
treated in due course.
These rebuilds will be the
most comprehensive the
vehicles have received since
construction in 1938.
■ EX-Matheran Light
Railway 0-6-0T No. 740
(OK2343/1907) purchased
by Maddie Dolby in July (RM,
September) has been largely
stripped down in a private
storage unit. The boiler has
been removed and sent
away for inspection while
the cab, tanks and various
other parts are now stacked
around the unit waiting to
be stored on shelving.Where
restoration to operation will
be undertaken has not been
confirmed.

Whatcomesaround,goes
aroundwithWelshmerger
Vale of Rheidol and BreconMountain railways set to reunite under onemanagement.
THEVale of Rheidol Railway
(VoR) has confirmed that it
has beennegotiating the
acquisitionof theBrecon
Mountain Railway (BMR).
Thismergerwill notonlybe

amilestone forboth railways
whichwould safeguard
the futureof theBMR,but
represents somethingofhistory
turninga full circle.
Thenominal 2ft gauge

(actually 1ft 11¾ins) BMRwas
developedby the lateTonyHills,
initiallywithArthur Bailey and
subsequently joinedby the
late Peter Rampton, onpart of
the trackbedof the standard
gaugeBrecon&MerthyrTydfil

JunctionRailwaywhichhad
finally closed in 1964.Thenew
railwayopened to thepublic in
June1980.

Background
WhenBritishRail (BR)put
theVoRup for sale in1988, it
waspurchasedby theBMR
partnershipofTonyHills and
PeterRamptonwith the two
(nominal) 2ft lines continuing
underunifiedmanagement
until 1996when thebusiness
was separated,TonyHills
continuing to run theBMRwhile
PeterRampton tookchargeof
theVoR.
Development of both

lines continuedunder their
separatemanagementswith
theAmerican-influenced
BMRbeing extended to
Torpantau,while theVoR
enhanced its GWRbranch line
heritagewhile undertaking
major redevelopment of its
Aberystwyth terminus.
Both railways havewell-

equippedworks facilities and
undertakemajor locomotive
overhauls,withVoRhaving
developed its contract
engineeringbusiness at
Aberystwyth. Observers have
also noted that Patrick Keef
(managingdirector of AlanKeef
Ltd)was appointed as adirector

ofVale of Rheidol Railway
Limited (VoR’s operating
company) on July 28, 2023.

Impact
TheVoRviews themergerof
the two linesbackunderone
ownershipas securing the
legacyofbothPeterRampton
andTonyHills (whodied in2019
and2015 respectively)while
offeringeconomicbenefitswith
shared resources, increased
operational efficiencyandcost
savings.TheVoR is set to take
overBMRoperations in spring
2024,withboth linesdue to
runas separateentities, each
retaining itsuniquecharacter.

December
16Talyllyn carol train
28-30Welshpool&Llanfair
MincePieSpecials
26-Jan1RavenglassWinter
WarmerTrains
27-Jan3BureValleyMince
PieSpecials

Major repairs for CCLR No. 24
THEcomprehensiveoverhaul
ofCleethorpesCoast Light
Railway’s Fairbourne-built 2-6-2
No. 24continuesat JohnFowler
Engineering inBouth,Cumbria.
Workhas included

strengthening the rearpart
of the frames, installingnew
wheels, axles andcrankpins and
fittingnewtubesandwashout
plugs to theboiler.The tender is
nowreceivingattentionwhich

will includenewsideplates,
alterations to the seat and
extensiveworkon the running
gear includingnewwheelsets.
The locowent to JohnFowler

Engineering in January2022
(RM,March2022)with the
original intentionof returning
toCleethorpes for the line’s 75th
anniversary in spring2023.The
aimnow is to returnNo. 24 to
service in2024.

Ticket runs out forAshanti
MOSELEYRailwayTrust’s
Hudswell Clarke‘Ganges’class
0-6-0WT1238/1916made its
final appearances in steamat
ApedaleValley LightRailway
onOctober14-15before
withdrawalonexpiryof its
boiler certificate.
In recentmonthsas theboiler

clock randownthe loco,which
hasbecomeknownasAshanti
although itdoesnot carry
nameplates, hasmade farewell
visits to several lines.

The locowas steamtested
in June2014after restoration
by the‘WorkshopX’teamand
launched into serviceat Statfold
BarnRailway inAugust 2014.
The10-year ticketbegan the

date theboilerwashydraulically
tested inOctober2013.The
periodbetween thenandentry
into trafficwas takenupby
completionof finishing tasks
notpossibleuntil theboilerhad
beendelivered and fitted into
the frames.

New stock for Lappa Valley
THE final twoof thenew
passenger vehicles constructed
byAlanKeef Ltd for the15in
gaugeLappaValleyRailway
weredeliveredonOctober15.
Thecompletenewpassenger

train–comprising five carriages
andabuggywagon (RM,
September) –wereoperated

asa set for the first time
behinda steam locomotiveon
October20.
Thecarriageswere followed

bydeliveryof thenewbogie
diesel built byKeef’s.The
entirenewtrain represents an
investmentofover£500,000by
theCornish railwayattraction.
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Decauville 0-4-0WT1126/1947Barbouilleurpictured onOctober 15 in
the exhibition hall at Amberley after commencement of preparations
to lift the boiler. PHIL BARNES

ANNIVERSARYTRIP: Launceston SteamRailway’s
Hunslet 0-4-0ST Lilianhauls a special train past Hunts Crossing
in the late afternoon autumn light of October 22.The occasion
was a celebration of the 60th anniversary of the formation of the
Launceston Railway Circle. The railway itself will be operating trains
onBoxingDay 2023 to celebrate the 40th anniversary of its opening.
BERNARDMILLS

HONOURSRECEIVED: Talyllyn stalwart John
Batewasmade anMBE in the King’s BirthdayHonours list (RM,
HeadlineNews, July 2023) andwas presentedwith his honour by
the Lord Lieutenant of Gwynedd, Edmund Seymour Bailey, during a
ceremony at theTalyllyn Railway’sWharf station onOctober 26. John,
a volunteer since 1951 and the railway’s chief engineer between 1963-
1994,was recipient of TheRailwayMagazineHRAAnnual Award for
Services to Railway Preservation in 2019. BARBARA FULLER

BREDGARAFTERDARK: Lastmonthwe featured a daytimepicture of recently
restored privately-owned Fowler 0-4-2T (15513/1920) Sena Sugar EstatesNo.VII. Thatwas during its visit
to the Bredgar &Wormshill Light Railway to be reunitedwith resident ex-Sena Estates (Mozambique)
Fowler 0-4-2TZambezi,and the pairwere then joinedbyBredgar’s Fowler 0-6-0WT Limpopo for a
September 30 night photography session in thewoods at Stony Shaw station. DAVE BOWLES

SINGLE LINES
■ THE two double-ended
ex-Tideway Tunnel Project
14-ton four-wheel battery-
electric locos purchased by
the Ffestiniog Railway (RM,
October) have now been
identified asWorks numbers
B4539/3 and B4539/5, both
built in 2012. They each
weigh 14 tons (including the
4.7 ton battery) and are rated
at 150hp.
■ IN the course of
renovating Lincolnshire Coast
Light Railway’s ex-Ashover
coach No. 1, examination of
one of the bogies destined
for the project established
that little if any of it would
be salvageable. A new bogie
frame has been constructed
to which any saveable parts
will be added.

Narrowgauge lines underwater
THE rainbroughtbyStorm
Babetwhich, as separately
reported, lasheddownon the
FfestiniogRailway’s launchof
its newDouble-Fairlie James
Spooner,alsoproduced rising
river levels and floodingaround
theWelshpool andLlanfair
Caereinionarea, obliging the
Welshpool&Llanfair Light
Railway to suspendserviceson
October21.
Trains resumed the following

dayafter a line inspection.

The stormalsoaffected
several Englishnarrowgauge
lines.
TheAmertonRailwaywas

obliged tocancel operationson
October21-22with floodwater
fromthenearbybrook leaving
the track in themain station
underwater.
Bressinghamhalted

operationsof all rideson
October20aswater levels rose,
particularly affecting the15in
gaugeWaveneyRailwaywhere

partsof the trackwereunder
water.
Strongwindshit the

Ravenglass&EskdaleRailway
whereapower cut atDalegarth
meantoperationsonOctober20
had tobe suspended.
TheHeatherslawLight

Railway, oftenaffectedby
rising levels in theRiverTill, had
to close initially onOctober
24. Repairs toaffected track
enabled reopeningonOctober
25butwaterwasbackover the

line forcingclosureagainon
October28 for the remainderof
themonth.
Heavy rainover the

lastweekendofOctober
flooded theRomney,Hythe
&Dymchurch’s tunnel at
NewRomney,preventing
trainsbetweenNewRomney
andDungeness.Halloween
operations concentratedon the
NewRomney toHythe section
whichcontinued tooperate
withboth stationsopen.

Manx
2024 dates
announced
ISLEofManTransporthas
confirmed thedates for
the2024ManxHeritage
Transport Festivalwill
be July30 toAugust 4.
Next year sees the130th
anniversaryof theManx
Electric Railwayopening
toLaxeyand125years
since theelectric line
opened through to
Ramsey.
Operating seasons

for theManx lines in
2024will be:The Isle
ofManSteamRailway
March15-November3;
ManxElectric Railway
March12-November3;
SnaefellMountainRailway
March19-November
3; andDouglasBay
HorseTramwayMarch
26-November3.

Amberley pair in theworks
PREPARATIONSarebeingmade
atAmberleyMuseumto lift
theboiler of thePeter Smith
family-ownedDecauville 0-4-
0WT1126/1947Barbouilleur for
inspectionand repair.
Barbouilleurwentoutof

ticket in July2007.The running
gear iswornbut thought to
be serviceable if anewboiler
certificate canbe secured.
Meanwhile, theoverhaul

ofAmberley’s Bagnall 2-4-0T
PolarBear is progressing inside

aparty tent erected in the
running shedwhichprovides
amorecomfortable (i.e. It
canbeheated) anddust-free
environment.PolarBear last ran
inOctober2022, andwhile the
boiler is being refurbishedat
BennettBoilers inHighbridge,
Somerset, the locohasbeen
strippedand the framesand
chassis componentsneedle-
gunnedandpainted inagrey
primer.Theboiler is expected
backatAmberley in late2023.
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Aunique feature of Ffestiniog heritage events is the operation of a gravity slate train, pictured here at Rhiw
Goch as it descends fromPower Station Summit towardsMinffordd on themorning ofOctober 8 prior to
the commencement of passenger services. NICKWARREN

Hunslet 0-4-0STsBritomart and Lillapass RhiwGochwith the 10.45 departure fromPorthmadog toTan-y-Bwlch onOctober 8. NICKWARREN

Mannin ready for2026?
Hopes remain for a return to service in three years’time ofManx loco No. 16, while
reassembly of No. 12Hutchinson is well underway as overhaul progresses.
RESTORATION to steamof Isle
ofManSteamRailway’sBeyer
Peacock2-4-0T (6296/1926)No.
16Mannin is currently targeted
for 2026,with theproviso that
this timescale“remains subject
tobudgetaryprioritisation”.
Manninwas the final steam

loco supplied to theoriginal Isle
ofManRailwayandwasbigger
andmorepowerful than the
previousManxBeyerPeacock
2-4-0Ts. Itwas last steamed in
1964and formanyyearswas
exhibited inPort ErinMuseum.
Beingnon-standardwith

the restof the IoMsteamfleet,

Manninhadnotbeenviewedas
a restorationcandidate.
However, in2019 IsleofMan

Transport confirmed itwas
seriously considering returning
No. 16 tooperation (RM, July
2019)withaviewto it forming
acentrepieceattraction for the
steam line’s forthcoming150th
anniversary celebrations.
Amida rearrangementof

exhibits in themuseum in
March2020prior toopening
for thenewseason,Mannin
wasmovedoutand taken to
Douglas (RM, April 2020).
Mannindidnot appear

during the IsleofMan’sYear
of theRailways2023 festival
marking the150thanniversary
of the steam lineand130th
of theManxElectric Railway.
In response toaFreedomof
Information request earlier this
year, IsleofMan’sDepartment
of Infrastructure confirmed
over£129,000hadso farbeen
spenton restorationofMannin
ofwhich£23,922was forboiler
repairs, £23,971 forwheelsets
and the remainingspend largely
for chassisworkwhichwas
ongoing. In lateOctober,TheRM
was toldworkonManninwas

currentlyhalteddue tomore
pressingprojects.
Thewinterprogrammeat

Douglas includes reassembly
ofBeyerPeacock2-4-0T
No. 12Hutchinsonwithaview
to returning it to traffic next
season.The frames, together
with thenewboiler constructed
bySevernValleyRailway (SVR)
in2018whichwere sent to
SVR inmid-August 2022 for
modification (RM, October
2022), returned toDouglason
October26.Other components
received includedanewbunker.
No. 12 last ran inAugust 2019.

WHILE the public debut of
Ffestiniog Railway’s (FR) new
Double-Fairlie James Spooner
was the star attraction of the
FR’s October 6-8 Bygones
Weekend (picture RMHeadline
News, November and see
separate launch story in this
issue) therewasmuch else
going on as the FR showcased
historic locomotives and stock.
James Spooner, in steam

andperiodicallymoving
down to thewater tower, and
Kerr Stuart 6wDM4415/1928
(currentlywithout its engine)
were displayed at Harbour
station.
Action on the running lines

includedHunslet 2-4-0STT
Blanche, Double-Fairlie
Merddin Emrys andHunslet
0-4-0STs Britomart and Lilla
(working double-headed)
handling passenger services

SINGLE LINES
■WEST Lancashire Light
Railway’s (WLLR) September
24Working engines
event (which focuses on
diesel, petrol and electric
locomotives) featured 13 of
theWLLR’s collection of over
20 locos in this category in
action hauling freight trains
up and down the main line
between normal passenger
services, which were worked
by Hunslet 0-4-0ST Irish Mail.
■ THEWelshpool & Llanfair
Light Railway’s ex-Bowaters
paper railway bogie
dropside ballast wagon
No. 610 returned to Llanfair
on October 19 following
refurbishment by Alan Keef
Ltd, which had previously
refurbished the similar ex-
Bowaters wagon No. 631.
No. 631 is vacuum fitted while
No. 610 is through piped.
■ THE private Richmond
Light Railway in Kent is
developing a signalling and
control system upgrade at
its Richmond station. This
includes installation of
electric point motors in the
station and engine shed
area, new approach signals,
a replacement signal setup
for the branch line and
construction of a signalbox
to house a refurbished lever
frame and the electric control
system.
■ THIS winter’s Ffestiniog
Railway work programme
includes replacement of the
40-year-old water tank at
Harbour station, with a like-
for-like tank to be made by
Caernarfon-based contractor
Brunswick Ironworks.
■ Sittingbourne & Kemsley
Light Railway commenced
reconstruction of the
sleeper-built platform at
Sittingbourne Viaduct
station in late October. The
rebuilding will both raise and
lengthen the platform.
■ Glyn Valley Tramway Trust’s
ex-RNAD box van, converted
to the appearance of a Glyn
Valley Tramway (GVT) van
some time ago, returned
to Chirk on November 1
following regauging from
2ft 6in to 2ft 3ins; the gauge
now adopted for the revival
of a section of the GVT at
Chirk station.
■ TheWelshpool & Llanfair
Light Railway had to restrict
services to the section
between Llanfair Caereinion
and Sylfaen on November 2
following a motor vehicle
accident prior to the start
of the day's services. A car
left the A458 road on the
Welshpool side of Sylfaen
summit, crashed across the
field, railway and down the
hill into woodland. The track
and lineside fencing required
repairs before services could
resume.

Back to
Bygones

of heritage carriages, primarily
betweenHarbour andTan
y Bwlch. Baldwin 2-4-0DM
(49604/1918)Moelwyn
worked periodic shuttle trains
of restored and recreated
Ffestiniog goodswagons in
and out of Harbour station,

while Double-FairlieDavid
LloydGeorgehauled‘Mountain
Spirit’all-line services to
Blaenau Ffestiniog.
During the event Bachmann

Europe presented a cheque for
£1,500 to the FR representing
a portion of sales of 4mm

scalemodels of FR buildings
includingHarbour station
and launched new009 scale
models of FR’s Hunslet 2-4-
0STTs Linda and Blanche,which
join othermodels released in
recent timeswhich include FR
Double-Fairlies.
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ENDOFTHESEASON: AytonCastle Railway held its final runningday of this year
onOctober 14.The railway has nowbeen in operation for two years, having openedon September
24, 2021 (RM January 2022). The 10¼in line runs for 500metres between Eyemouth Road station and
CastleViewHalt in the grounds of the baronialmansion, east of Ayton in the Scottish Borders. Trains
are hauled by Lloyd, an 0-6-0 diesel hydraulic built by Alan Keef (AK109). STUART CHAPMAN

A RAILWAY in a Liverpool park
that has remained untouched
for around 15 years is now being
reopened.

A team of volunteers is in the
process of reviving the 7¼in
gauge railway in the grounds of
Croxteth Park, a stately home
owned by Liverpool City Council.

The local authority said the
railway has remained dormant
for many years and was last
operated by JackWoods
through a company called
Forest Model Engineering.

In the intervening period,
nature took hold, with the track
becoming overgrown and
buried beneath leaf mulch and
earth.

Now, however, the once
popular railway is being
brought back to life by a small
team of volunteers led by local
resident Kevin Brown.

“It started when we arrived
on site and found that the track
was still in situ in certain places,”
explained Mr Brown.

“We then contacted the
local council to see if we could

restore the railway. Since we
have been on site, we have had
a lot of people come along and
tell us their memories of when
they brought their family to the
railway. It is all too clear that the
railway has got a huge amount
of history in the park and it will
once again be a good attraction.”

Approximately 90% of the
original track remains intact,
with only two segments missing.

The original station platform
remains alongside the
foundation of the engine shed
and all the pointwork.

Restoration
It is hoped the revived railway
can be enjoyed by the public
during the coming year.The
volunteers are committed
to funding this restoration
themselves, covering the cost
of the missing track, along with
enhancements to the station
area, including fencing and
levelling.These improvements
would also become permanent
fixtures of the site.

The railway’s local authority

‘Forgotten’ line tobe revived
Efforts are underway to reopen the railway in the public grounds of a Liverpool stately home.

landowner is backing the revival
of the line.

Lila Bennet, cabinet member
for Employment, Educational
Attainment and Skills at

Liverpool City Council, said:“I
worked at Croxteth Country
Park for several years and recall
how popular the miniature
railway was with visitors and

children. As an employee and
a local resident, I have my own
fond memories of my own
grandchildren having lots of fun
on the miniature railway.”
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1
AUTUMN TINTS: LMS ‘Black
Five’ 4-6-0 No. 45212 leads the
afternoon West Coast Railways
‘Jacobite’ service (2Y68/12.50
Fort William to Mallaig)
through Craigag on Thursday,
September 28. IAN DIXON

2
BURY AFTER DARK: SR Bulleid
Pacific No. 34092 City of Wells
awaits departure during a 3P20
Parcels Group night shoot on
the East Lancashire Railway’s
Bolton Street station on
October 22. RICHARD NEWTON
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1
BOSTON RECREATED: A
photo charter billed as ‘The
Boston Bucket Bash’ organised
by the Nene Valley Railway
Wagon Group on October 30
sawWansford station and its
environs become Boston back
in the days of steam. Visiting
Austerity’ 0-6-0ST No. 3193
appeared as BR No. 68018, while
NVR out of ticket resident
No. 75006 was renumbered 68070
– the long-scrapped ‘J94s’ being
once based at the Lincolnshire
port town. Scenes created
involved goods wagons and the
1968 Morris 8cwt Commercial
van owned by NVR volunteer
Matt Baker. OWEN HAYWARD

2
FROSTY MORNING: SR Bulleid
Pacific No. 34070Manston
eases away from Sheffield Park
during a Jon Bowers charter
at the Bluebell Railway on
October 16. JAMES CORBEN

3
ROUNDING THE CURVE: The
autumn colours are seen to good
effect as BR Standard ‘2MT’ 2-6-0
No. 78022 crosses Mytholmes
Viaduct with the 14.25 Keighley
to Oxenhope on Sunday, October
29. STEVE SIENKIEWICZ

4
A CRACKING START TO THE
DAY: ‘7F’ 2-8-0 No. 53809 blows
off the cobwebs on a Sunday
morning with the first train
of the day out of Sheringham
at the North Norfolk Railway
on October 8. ROB BATTY
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An interior visualisation of the redevelopedBlackpoolTramtown. STUDIO JOHN BRIDGE LTD

With its central section now fully enclosedwith doors, SeatonTramwayNo. 9 is seen at Riverside depot.
SEATONTRAMWAY

Planningpermissiongranted for
BlackpoolTramtownproject
Transformation of the tram shed into a
major heritage attraction is approved
as preparations aremade for wider
changes to the Rigby Road site.
PLANNINGapproval hasbeen
granted for anambitious
scheme to turn thehomeof
Blackpool’s heritage tramfleet
intoanationally-significant
and family-orientatedheritage
attraction.
Built in1935, the tram

shedatBlackpoolTransport’s
RigbyRoadsite,marketed
asBlackpoolTramtown,has
provedconsistentlypopular
sinceopening itsdoors to
visitors forguided tours in
September2021,but the longer
termaim, scheduled to take five
to sevenyears to complete, is
its redevelopment intowhat
isdescribedbyBlackpool
Transport’s headofheritage
BryanLindopasan“adventure
driven”visitordestination.
It aims to showcase the

138-yearhistoryof tramcars
and tramoperations in the
area.Aswell as remaining the
base for the tramcollection, it
will includeanexhibitionarea,

viewinggalleries, a cafe, retail
areas, historical archives and
conferenceandeducational
facilities.
Theworkshops,whichare to

bemoved fromtheir current
locationnearbyaspart of
changes to thewider site to
accommodatenewbus fleet
engineering facilities for the
company,will formoneof the
centrepiecesof the transformed
building.Visitorswill beable
to see thework involved in
restoringandmaintaining the
trams,manyofwhichwere first
shedded therewhennew.

Vision
“Our visionhasalwaysbeen to
developanationally significant
visitor complex to support
Blackpool’s heritage tram
operation, enablepublic access
to the town’s extensivehistory
andpreserve thehistoric trams,
the tramshedand thearchive
collections,”explainedBlackpool

Transportmanagingdirector
JaneCole.
“Therewillbe joband

volunteeringopportunities
createdatmany levels,”she
added.“Wewillbe lookingto
providetrainingopportunities
inareassuchasengineering,
catering,archivingandcustomer
relations.Peopleandour
communitymatter tousvery
muchandIamimmenselyproud
of thehighly talentedteamthat
haveput this sustainableand
dynamicplantogether for the
benefitofBlackpool.”

Theproject,which involves
Preston-basedarchitect John
Bridgeandhis team,will
be split intophases, initially
concentratingon the relocation
of theworkshopsand repairs,
reroofingandconservationof
theexistingbuilding,before
the restof thenewfacilities are
completed.
In preparation for

reconfiguring parts of the
Rigby Road site for bus
maintenance, however,
BlackpoolTramtownhas been
temporarily closed to visitors

and someof the heritage
trams have been relocated to
the depot at Starr Gate (home
of themodern Flexity fleet)
to operate tours. Structural
assessments are being carried
out in order to ascertain
whether buildingswill be
demolished or retained.
Tramtown itself is expected

to reopen in thenewyear,
although the timescale for
this and its transformationare
understood tobedependent
on theprogressofworkon the
wider site.

Chester tram
progress
THE layoutof seats for theupper
deckofChesterTramNo.4,
under restorationat the former
HootonParkairfield inCheshire,
hasbeen finalised, allowing
floor slats tobe fitted.
No. 4’s trolleymastbase

hasalsobeenpermanently
attached.On the lowerdeck,
workhas continuedapace.
Interior lights areoperational
andwindowshavebeen
trial-fitted, ashas thebraking
mechanism.Outside, progress
hasbeenmadewith the
platformsandstaircases.

PRE-ORDER
TODAY!
➜ VISIT MRTNS.UK/
PRE-ORDER-RM
Save on a trip to the shops!

All aboard revamped SeatonNo. 9
CARNo. 9at theSeaton
Tramway inDevonhasbeen
modified toprovideanenclosed
accessiblebay, suitable foruse
inallweather conditions.
Previously, like sister cars

Nos. 10 and 11, themiddle
section of the tramhad open-
sided accessible bays, but these
left passengersmore exposed
to the elements.
No. 9was the first of the

three cars tobebuilt byBolton
TramsLtd (trucks andother
fittingsbeingaddedbySeaton
Tramwayat its ownworkshops)
incorporatingdesignelements
fromPlymouthandBlackburn
vehicles, originally entering
service in2004.
The recent conversionwork

was carriedoutentirely in-
houseat its Riversidedepot, led
by the tramway’s engineering
manager LeeTaylor,whoalso
designed themodifications.
“It was a privilege to lead this

initiative, and I’m thrilled to
see tramnumber nine creating
a newpassenger experience
on our lovely tramway,”said

MrTaylor.“Seeing the project
completed ahead of schedule,
before thewinter season, has
been a great accomplishment.”
The tramway’s month-

long programme of Polar
Express tram rides runs until
Christmas Eve. It reopens from
December 27-January 1, with
a 20-minute service interval

between 10.00 and 16.00.
It is hoped that the

neighbouring formerSeaton
JurassicCentre,whichclosed in
2021after its original operator
DevonWildlifeTrustwithdrew
fromthe site,will reopenunder
SeatonTramwayownership for
the2024 season.Tobeknown
as JurassicDiscovery, itwill use

animatronics and the latest
technology toexplain the story
of thedinosaurs andhighlight
local Jurassic coastal areasof
presentday interest.
EastDevonDistrict Council’s

Cabinet agreed to the sale in
October and theprocess is
expected tobecompleted in
thenext fewmonths.
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NEWHOME
FOR EX-
NCB‘TEDDY
BEAR’: In striking
NCB blue livery, Class 14
No. D9513 moved from
the Embsay & Bolton
Abbey Steam Railway
to a new home at the
Wensleydale Railway
in October after being
purchased by WR
director and volunteer
Tim Williamson.
No. D9513 is currently
out of service awaiting
a new starter motor, but
plans are underway for
a Class 14 running day
with the Wensleydale’s
other‘Teddy bear’,
No. D9523, on a date to
be announced in 2024.
NIGEL COCKBURN

No. 313201 basks in the sunshine at Eastleigh Works
having been acquired for just £1. JACK BOSKETT

SIDELINES

DIARY

‘Teddy Bear’ debuts
at Ecclesbourne
AFTER more than a
year of overhaul work,
Class 14 ‘Teddy Bear’No.
D9525 worked its first train
along the Ecclesbourne Valley
Railway on the evening of
October 29. The loco worked
with classmate No. D9537
and five Mk.1s in tow, the run
fromWirksworth to Shottle
and back being a test run
ahead of officially entering
service on the EVR.

Last call for Clacton ‘309’
THE Clacton Express
Preservation Group is
offering its three-car EMU set
No. 309624 free to any good
home in a final attempt to
prevent the unit from being
scrapped.
The group’s 18-month

storage contract at the
Lavender Line has ended and
a new agreement has not
been achieved. Any offers
will be considered, and for
more information email
the group’s chairman at
chairman.cepg@gmail.com

Class 10 departs Kent
BR Class 10 No. D3489
Colonel Tomline left the Spa
Valley Railway on October 31.
Following a number of years
based in Kent, the loco has
been sold to a group of
individuals at the Helston
Railway in Cornwall, although
it has temporarily moved to
the Bodmin Railway due to
problems with road access
near Helston.

Henry on themove
FORMER Royal Train Class 47
No. 47799 Prince Henrywas
shunted into a new position
at the Eden Valley Railway
to make way for winter
maintenance atWarcop. This
is the first rail movement
for the loco for some time.
Work is still being carried
out to restore the ‘47’, with
attention required on the
brake valves to bring it back
into operational condition.

‘Crompton’ celebrating
30 years in preservation
OCTOBER 23 marked three
decades since Class 33
‘Crompton’No. 33102 Sophie
entered preservation. After
withdrawal by British Rail in
1993, the loco was saved and
moved to the Churnet Valley
Railway, where it is still based.

EMUbought for£1
First-built Class 313 unit acquired for preservation at EastleighWorks.
THE400SeriesPreservation
Grouphasacquired first-built
Class 313EMUNo.313201
(the formerNo. 313001) from
BeaconRail for a symbolic sum
of£1,with theaimof restoring
andmaintaining theunit’s
operational status.
Theplan includes conducting

aB-examatEastleighWorks in
early 2024using the skills of the
on-site engineers.
Theunitwasoriginally

chosenby theRailwayHeritage
DesignationAdvisoryBoard for
preservationafter retirement,
but theboardchanged its
decision inearly 2023 in
favourof ex-NetworkRail unit

No. 313121,which retains
original seatinganddual-
voltage tractionequipment.
No. 313201 spent the

majorityof itsworking life
inNorthLondon,operating
Euston toWatfordDCandNorth
LondonLine services.Over the
years, it servedunderBritish
Rail, thenSilverlinkandLondon
Overgroundafter Privatisation.
In2010, theunit found its

way toSouthernafterbeing
displaced fromLondon
OvergroundbynewClass
378units, and itwasbasedat
Brightondepotwhere itwould
spend its final years.
The400Series Preservation

Group, ledbydriver Peter
Spokes andengineerDavid
Shell, has takenon themission
ofpreserving this third-rail unit.
Theyhavea combined38years’
rail knowledgeandexperience
spanningvarious locomotives
andEMUs.
David said the safety

equipment andpaperwork
will be keptup todate,while
there is a substantial inventory
of spareparts available from
scrappedclassmatevehicles.
Thereareplans for a test run

toBrighton in thenear future,
offeringanexcitingglimpse
into theunit’s preservation
journey.The teamhopes to

make theunit available for loan
topreserved railways, and to
participate in special events and
depotopendays.Theyarealso
exploring trainingopportunities
forboth rail andnon-rail
organisations.All that comesat
a costhowever, and thegroup
wouldwelcomeanydonations.
“Even thoughwepurchased
the‘313’for £1, it comeswith
its addedcosts,”saidPeter.“We
need toensure thatwecover
the£2790plusVATeverymonth
tokeep it in securewarm
storageat theworks.”
Formore informationor to

donate to thecause, see the
website atwww.400series.co.uk.

DECEMBER
8/15 Nene Valley Railway
Santa 125 Specials
29 Severn Valley Railway
Winter Diesel Day
29 Bo’ness and Kinneil
RailwayWinter Diesel Gala
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Class 08No. D3014works up the gradient fromGoodrington Sands
with the special short formation onOctober 14. DAVID HUNT

No. D1120heads passenger stock intoMidsomerNorton South onOctober 29. JOSH BRINSFORD

Class 101Nos.M51189 and Sc51803depart Oxenhopewith the 12.10
to Keighley onOctober 28.MARTYNTATTAM

THEDartmouthSteamRailway rana
charity railtouronOctober14covering
tracksnormallyoutofbounds for
passengeruse.
Class 37No.D6975 (37275), Class 08

No.D3014andClass03sNos.D2192and
03371all took turnshauling threeMk.1
carriagesas the‘Four StrokeExplorer’in

aidof theStrokeAssociation.
No.D6975worked the first train

at 09.45 fromPaigntonQueensPark
toKingswear via thedownplatform
atChurstonand terminating in
platform1atKingswear,whereNo.
D2192wasattached to theother end.
The‘03’workedoutof the stationand

toured the lines aroundKingswear’s
station limits, allowing the‘37’tobe
shunt released.The special thenwent
backnorth to theTorbay sidingsbehind
No.D6975as the11.30 toPaignton
QueensParkvia theupplatformat
Churston.After arrivingatPaignton, the
‘37’wasdetachedandNos. 03371and

D3014 took the train toThurstonLong
Sidingand towards thepaint shed.
Havingworked inandaround

Churston, the trainheaded for the
GoodringtonSandsRelief Line,where it
traversed the sidingsandneighbouring
lines.The train thenmade itswayback
toPaigntonQueensPark station shed.

THEKeighleyandWorthValley
Railway’s RailcarRunning
WeekendonOctober28/29 saw
residentClass 101, 143, 144and
railbusunits in action.
Class 101DMUNos.

Sc51803+M51189had
only returned to serviceon
October20 following seven
monthsofmaintenance in the
shedatHaworth, theunitbeing
outshopped inBRblue livery to
replace thepreviousBRgreen.
Also recently returned to

traffic following repairswas
‘Pacer’No. 143625,whichhas
beenvinyled in‘WorthValley’
green livery similar to that
carriedby railbusNo.M79964
when theKWVRopenedasa
heritage line in1968.Thegala
weekendwasoneof its first runs
inpreservationon the line.
The‘101’and‘143’were joined

in thegalaby‘Pacer’No. 144011,
carryingWestYorkshireMetro
redandcream livery, plus
railbusNo.M79964 inBRgreen.

EE shunter upgraded for passenger use
ENGLISHElectric 0-6-0DH
No.D1120DavidJCookhauled
apassenger serviceat the
Somerset&DorsetRailway
HeritageTrust atMidsomer
NortononOctober29, oneof its
firstworkings sincebeing fitted
withvacuumbrakes.
The shunterwaswithdrawn

inMarch2020 so it couldbe sent
toDarleyDale, nearMatlock,

for fittingwithvacuumbrakes.
Thiswouldallow it towork
passenger trains at theS&DRHT
should therebean issuewith
the line’s residentClass 08
No.D4095 (08881).

Delayedreturn
However, theCovid-19
pandemicdelayed itsdeparture
until August 2020, and it didnot

return toMidsomerNortonuntil
January this year.
The locowasbuilt in1966and

spent itsworking life at theNCB
LeaHall Colliery inStaffordshire
untilwithdrawal in1991. It
moved toMidsomerNorton in
2003after yearsofbeing in store
at theYeovil RailwayCentre, but
was subsequentlyonlyused to
powerpermanentway trains.

DMU livery changes at
Keighley &Worth Valley

Dartmouth Railway runs rare track special
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‘WHISTLER’ TO THE RESCUE: The East Lancashire Railway’s DMU gala on
November 18/19 included some loco-hauled drags using Type 2 No. 25279 and,
as pictured here, Type 4 No. 40012 Aureol. The loco is seen on the evening of the
first day at Ramsbottom waiting to haul Class 104 Nos. M50517+M50455 south

towards Bury. The rain-soaked platforms only add to the atmosphere. Chris Gee



HIGH SPEED
TRAIN
CHARTER:
The debut of the 125
Group’s HST came on
October 28 when two
power cars and six
trailers worked the
‘Midland Venturer’tour,
with the train visiting
its old Midland Main
Line haunts. Starting at
Ilkeston, the set ran via
Barrow Hill, Sheffield,
Derby and Leicester to
London St Pancras.
With power car No. 43159
RioWarrior leading, the
train is pictured passing
Barrow-upon-Soar as the
autumn tints begin to
show. At the rear in East
Midlands Stagecoach
livery is power car No.
43089.The train operator
for the charter was Rail
Adventure, and the
Branch Line Society
handled the bookings for
the group. CHRIS MILNER

Firstquarterkickoff for InterCity
Operator announces three new
all- first class tours for 2024.

INTERCITY, one of the railtour
arms of the Crewe-based
Locomotive ServicesGroup
(LSG), has releaseddetails of
three excursions to cover the
openingquarter of 2024– two
ofwhich are to Scotland.
The first of these tours

whichwill feature all first class
accommodation is‘TheAyr
Extension’on January 13,which
will see both aClass 86 and87
workingdifferent sections of
the train fromCrewe toAyr via
GlasgowCentral.
With an expected start at

08.15 fromCrewe, pick-up
points areWarringtonBank
Quay,WiganNorthWestern,
Preston andCarlisle before an
arrival at GlasgowCentral (circa
12.00)where somepassengers
mayopt to depart and visit
the city.
Understood tobe running

in top-and-tailmode, the train
takes the route via Paisley
Gilmour Street toAyrwhere
therewill be a break andphoto
opportunity of rare traction at
the seaside resort.
The trainwill retrace its steps

toGlasgowCentral before
returning south over Beattock
and Shap, setting downas
the outwardpick-ups,with a
planned arrival back at Crewe
at around19.30.

Ticketing
Fares are £199 first class
which includes full English
breakfast and a three-course
dinner on the return journey.
A guaranteedwindow table
for two is available at a
supplement of £25per person.
First class non-dining fares
are £99, againwith the £25
per person supplement for a

table for two. In standard class,
passengerswill have access to
a buffet bar for the purchase of
hot and cold beverages, light
refreshments and alcoholic
drinks.
The second tour is planned

for February 10, andwill feature
a Class 90working over the East
CoastMain Line fromLondon
King’s Cross to visit Leeds,
Bradford and Skipton.
With an approximate

departure fromKing’s Cross
at around08.15, the‘West
Riding Limited’will pick-up at
Stevenage andPeterborough
only before running to Leeds.
After reversal, the excursionwill
visit Skipton (photo stop), at
thewest endof theAireValley
electrification, before returning
to Leeds for a break of around
twohours.
With a secondwestward

departure fromLeeds, at
Shipley the trainwill take
the line to Bradford Forster
Squarewhere therewill be

a secondphotographic stop,
before returning to Leeds and
eventually London,with an
estimated arrival at 21.20. Fares
are the sameas the train toAyr,
outlined above.

Haulage
The third train is aweekend trip
onMarch 24-25 fromCrewe to
Inverness hauledbyClass 40
No. D213 (40013)Andania.
The‘WhistlingHighlander’

has anoutlinedeparture time
fromCreweat08.15, and
will pickuppassengers at
WarringtonBankQuay,Wigan
NorthWestern, Prestonand
Carlislebeforebeing routedvia
Cumbernauld, Larbert, Perth
and theHighlandMainLine to
Inverness for anovernight stop.
Accommodation isnot included
in the tour, leavingpassengers
to choosewhat suits their own
budget.
On Sunday,March 25,

departure from Invernesswill
be at 09.00, taking the route

via Elgin toAberdeen, then via
Montrose, Dundee, both the
Tay and Forth Bridges before
passing Falkirk Grahamstonon
thewayback to Crewewith an
estimated arrival at 19.50.
Being aweekender, the

fares are £249 first class
which includes full cooked
breakfast and lunch as the
train threads itway through
Scotland. On the return, first
class passengerswill be given a
three-course lunch and a light
supper. A guaranteedwindow
table for two is available at a
supplement of £50per person.
First class non-dining fares

are £159, againwith the £50
per person supplement for a
table for two, and thebuffet
carwill be open for drinks and
snacks.
Full details of all these tours

are at inter-city.co.ukwhere
passengers can also book
online, or alternatively call 0800
038 5364, or email enquiries@
inter-city.co.uk

DB Cargo Class 60 to bow out on Pathfinder festive season excursion
PATHFINDERTours has
confirmed its Class 60hauled
pre-Christmas railtourwith a
DBCargoClass 60, top-and-
tailingwith aClass 66,will be
the last Class 60passenger
workingbeforeDBwithdraws
the class onDecember 31.
The tour is over freight

lines and loops around the
WestMidlands, aswell as
traversing the line leading
toMoDKineton as far as the
Network Rail boundary aswell
as theRoyalMail platformat
Stafford.The‘Midland-Ian’starts
at Gloucester andwill pick up
at CheltenhamSpa,Worcester

ShrubHill, Kidderminster,
Stourbridge Junction and
BirminghamSnowHill. A small
number of first class seatswere
still available at £185 as this
issue closed for press.
There are also a few seats

available on a tour theprevious
weekend,December 9,which

will feature apair ofWest Coast
RailwayClass 33sworking
fromEastleigh toChester.The
‘Chester ChristmasCromptons’
will useMk. 1 rolling stock
andpick up at Southampton,
Romsey, Salisbury,Warminster,
Westbury,Trowbridge, Bath Spa
andFiltonAbbeyWood, before

taking theMarches route to set
downat Shrewsbury en route
toChester, allowingpassengers
to visit Christmasmarkets in
both locations. Adult class fares
are £129, first class is £185 and
premier dining is £299.Visit
www.pathfindertours.co.uk or
call 01453834477.
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BAHAMASHAULAGE: LMS‘Jubilee’4-6-0
No. 45596BahamaspassesGoostrey,betweenStockportandCrewe,on
October21 with the RailwayTouring Company’s‘Mancunian’charter
returning to London Euston from Manchester Victoria via Crewe.
BARRY J MARTIN

STEAMTOURS: DECEMBER

Date Name SteamSection Locos Promoter
5 MerchantVenturer Solihull-Oxford-Bath-Bristol 5043or 7029 VT
6 Sussex ChristmasBelle LondonVictoria-Redhill-Eastbourne, Hastings-Victoria WCRC‘Black 5’ RTC
8 Shoeburyness-Barking-Winchester-Hanwell loop 61306 SD
9 Lincoln Christmas Express King’s Cross-Spalding-Lincoln-Newark-King’s Cross 44871 RTC

10 ChristmasWaverley York-Settle-Carlisle-York 60103 RTC
12 ChristmasWhite Rose Crewe-ManVic-Sheffield-York-HebdenBridge-Crewe LSL Pool ST
13 Worcester Christmas Express Cambridge-Leicester-Worcester ShrubHill-Leicester 60103 RTC
16 ChristmasGoldenArrow WLondon-Ashford-CanterburyW-Tonbridge-WLondon 34046or 70000 ST
16 YorkYuletide Express Norwich-Ely-Grantham-York-Norwich WCRC‘Black 5’ RTC
16 Edinburgh ChristmasMarket York-Newcastle-Edinburgh-York WCRCPool RTC
20 Spirit of Christmas Paddington-Paddington (circular dining tour) 61306 SD
Notes:WCRCPool: Locos from45596/45680/45699/46115/35018/34067
LSLPool: Locos from34046/45231/46100/4498/70000

DIESEL AND ELECTRIC TOURS: DECEMBER

Date Name SteamSection Locos Promoter
9 Chester Christmas Cromptons Eastleigh-Westbury-Bath-Shrewsbury-Chester 2 xWCRCCl 33s PF
9 Edinburgh Christmas Pullman Oxford-Solihull-Stafford-Edinburgh LSLBlue Pullman MP
9 Manchester ChristmasMarkets Euston-Rugby-ManVictoria-Bolton-Preston-Man

Vic-Euston
2 x Cl 50s UKR

14 Edinburgh Christmas Pullman Cardiff-Shrewsbury-Edinburgh LSLBlue Pullman MP
16 TheMidland-Ian Gloucester-Stourbridge-Banbury-Stafford-Gloucester DB60 PF
19 Edinburgh Christmas Pullman Holyhead-Chester-Preston-Edinburgh LSLBlue Pullman MP
23 Carols at Sherbourne Peterborough-Finsbury Park-Reading-Sherbourne-

Yeovil Jct
DBClass 67 UKR

30 Another AwkwardAdventure Peterborough-Potter Bar-Staines-SouthamptonDocks 2 xDB66s UKR
All tours listed abovemaybe subject to cancellation due to industrial action – checkwith tour promoter.

Railtour option for that ‘awkward’ week?
WITHquite a fewbusinesses
closing their doors for the
ChristmasandNewYearholiday
period, finding something to
doduring that lull canbea
problem.
Following last year’s railtour

success,UKRailtours is offering
theappropriatelynamed
‘AwkwardWeekAdventurer’
excursiononDecember30.

This year, the tourwill start at
Peterborough (07.30) andpick
upatHuntingdon, Stevenage,
PottersBar andFinsburyPark
before crossingLondonvia
KilburnandFelthamtoa final
pickupat Staines.
The trainwill be routedover

some rare trackon itsway
to the first setdownpointof
Eastleigh,wherepassengers can

takeadvantageof anoff-train
excursion to theNationalMotor
MuseumatBeaulieu, palace
andgardens.Thisoption is
at anadditional costof £30,
withmotor coachesprovided
betweenEastleighandBeaulieu.
For thosewanting to sample

more rare track, the‘Awkward’
tourwill visit Southampton
EasternDocks, Southampton

UpYardReceptionand
SouthamptonWesternDocks,
all subject to track inspection
andapproval.
After thedocks visit, the train

returns toEastleighwhere
duringabreakof aroundan
hour, the stockwill be serviced
andcleaned.
Returning toPeterborough,

the routewill beviaRomsey, the

LaverstockLoop,Basingstoke
andReading.
Fares start at £119adult

standard (£109 junior), first
classnon-dining£169, first class
dining£269or£1056 for aparty
of four.Dining isnot available
fromStaines.
Onlinebooking is available

atukrailtours.comorbycalling
01438715050.

THEBranchLineSociety’s‘The
5:08Sunset’tourof theMersey
rail networkonOctober29
raised£12,200 forgoodcauses.
The four charities, nominated

byMerseyrail,were: KIND–
helpingchildrenand families
across Liverpool andMerseyside
copewith theeffectsofpoverty
anddisadvantage; SWACA–

supportingSefton’swomen,
youngpeopleandchildren;
PaperCupProject–aLiverpool
charitywhich supports local
roughsleepers andhomeless
people; andTamO’Shanter
CottageandCommunity Farm–
aiming toprovideanenjoyable
andeducational experience for
kids andadults inBirkenhead.

BLS tour raises £12000 for charity
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DOUBLE-HEADER AFTER DARK:
LMS ‘Black Fives’ Nos. 44871 and 45407 The Lancashire Fusilier sit at
Carlisle on October 30, returning with empty rolling stock to their
Carnforth base at the end of this season’s ‘Jacobite’ duties in Scotland.
The 2024 season is expected to begin in early April. TIM BOOTH



With trees growing in the roof, thiswas the sorry state ofWingfield
station prior to restoration commencing in 2019. DHBT

A remarkable andworthy transformation ofWingfield station
showing the completed restorationwork as seen onOctober 28.Trains
regularly pass by the station at speed and canbe safely viewed from
behind fencing. A footpath runs through the station site somakes the
building accessible. CHRISMILNER

Themain station building on theDown line at Gobowen. OSBT

SIDELINES
Camping coaches in
holiday park sale
BRUNEL Holiday Park at
DawlishWarren, where
holidaymakers sleep in
converted railway carriages,
is for sale with offers in the
region of £550,000 invited.
The sale includes five recently
refurbishedMk.1 carriages,
plus another three to be
refurbished, along with a two-
bedroom chalet for an owner/
manager. TheWarren site
was first used by the GWR as
staff holiday accommodation
using converted carriages
from 1935, before being
made available to the public.

HerneBay station to
become step-free
NETWORK Rail has started
work at Herne Bay station,
Kent, to make it step-free. Two
new 16-person lifts and a new
footbridge will be installed as
part of a £6m improvement
scheme. Other changes
include revised lighting and
CCTV cameras. The funding is
coming from the Department
for Transport’s (DfT) ‘Access for
All’ scheme.

Thetford ’box ‘a concern’
CONCERN over the condition
of Thetford’s Grade II listed
signalbox has been raised by
Thetford Town Council. The
’box, a Great Eastern Railway
type 4, has continued to
deteriorate externally since
the area was resignalled in
2012. It remains boarded up
with vegetation growing
up one side. Network Rail
said it was aware of the
concerns and has a schedule
of inspections and repairs, but
is open to discussions with
interested parties to seek
opportunities to improve their
appearance or find a new use
for the ’box for benefit of the
local community.

Northumberland line
reopening progress
ANOTHER step forward in
the progress to reopen the
Northumberland line from
Newcastle-upon-Tyne to
Blyth and Ashington has been
achieved with the installation
of the station footbridge at
Newsham. The line is due to
open in the summer of 2024.

Oldstation transformed
Amazing restoration ofWingfield’s
NorthMidland station.

THE restorationof aonce
derelictVictorian station
buildinghasbeencompleted in
aproject ledby theDerbyshire
HistoricBuildingsTrust (DHBT).
SituatedbetweenDerbyand

Chesterfield, SouthWingfield
wasopened in1840by the
NorthMidlandRailway, before
eventuallybeing renamed to
justWingfieldby theMidland
Railway inMay1862.Designed
byFrancisThompson, the
building is said tobeoneof
theworld’s oldest rural stations
and is theonly survivorof 13
designedbyThompson for
theNorthMidlandandbuilt
betweenBelper andEckington.
Thompsonwasalso

responsible for anumberof
buildingsaroundDerby station,
including the roundhouse,
several streetsof terraced
houses for railwayworkers, the
Brunswick Innpublichouseand
theMidlandHotel,whichgive
theareaaparticular character.
Wingfield stationwasa

casualtyof theBeeching
report, closing topassengers
on January2, 1967,with the
building falling intodisrepair
under aprivateowner.Aware
of its status, theSouth
Wingfield LocalHistoryGroup,
campaigned for thebuilding to
beupgraded toGrade II*,which

wasachieved in2015.
In2016, aDHBT report

identified12of themost‘at risk’
buildings in thecounty,which
includedWingfield station.
This resulted inAmberValley
BoroughCouncil inviting the
DHBT toworkwith it to securea
compulsorypurchaseorder for
the station.Thiswasachieved
and the station site transferred
to the trustonDecember10,
2019.
With the station inapoor

condition insideandout,
work tomake thebuilding
watertightwasundertaken,
fundedbyHistoric England.
Further conservationworkwas
undertaken fromOctober2021,
and required speciallydesigned
scaffolding tobeerectedduring
night-timepossessionsof the
adjacent line.
Akeyaimof the trustwas

theauthentic restoration
ofThompson’sdesign, and
removal of someof the later
unsympathetic alterations.Also
restored is aparcels shednext to
themainbuilding.
InMay2022, theDHBTwas

awarded£667,000 fromthe
National LotteryHeritageFund
tocomplete the repair and
conservationof thebuilding
andproceedwithplans touse
theold stationasoffice space.

The restorationhas cost
around£1.7m.Reopening
of the stationonOctober
27wasperformedbyEnid
Buxton,daughterof the last
stationmasterofWingfield.

Furtherpublic openings
areexpected.Visitwww.
derbyshirehistoricbuildingstrust.
org.uk fordetails, including
moreabout theworkof the
DBHT.

SCOTLAND’S twobusiest
stations, EdinburghWaverley
andGlasgowCentral, are
beingupgradedwithnew
high-definitionpassenger
information screens.
Thenewscreens, part of

awider£13.3m investment
across Scotland’s railway,
display clear information
withwhite textonablack
background,providingan
easy-to-read format.Workat
GlasgowandEdinburgh isdue

tobecompleted inNovember.
Thenewdigital screens

are lowenergydevices and
are clearer in all lighting
conditions–plus theywill
respond tochanges in
ambient lighting.

£13m information upgrade in Scotland

£250,000 grant to restore
Gobowen station buildings
REPAIRS to theGrade II listed
stationbuildingsatGobowen
areable toproceed, following
aCommunityOwnership
Fundgrantof £246,146 from
Department for LevellingUp,
Housing&Communities.
Completed in1848by

theShrewsburyandChester
Railway, themainbuilding is
notable for its Florentine style.
Ownedby theOswestry Station
BuildingTrust, it provides small
business accommodation.
Thegrantwill beused to

repair thebuilding,with the
cement render removedand
replacedwith lime render. Roofs
andgutterswill be repaired, and
doors andwindows repainted.
Meanwhile, thebrickbooking

office andwaiting roomon
theUpside,which isusedby
the independent travel agent
and ticket seller, Severn-Dee
Travel, aswell as a cafe runby
DerwenCollege,will have its
roof andgutters repaired, and
doors,windows, and signage
repainted.

When this renovationwork
is completed, landscaped
areas andplantingbedswill
be formed to improve the

surroundingsof thebuildings,
and swift nestboxeswill be
introduced to the towerof the
mainbuilding.

UNSTABLE landona section
of theMidlandMainLineat
BraybrookebetweenKettering
andMarketHarborough led to
the temporary closureof the
Down lineonNovember2.
NetworkRail hasbeen

monitoringa sectionof

track in thearea for several
weeks.However,withavisible
distortionof the track, the land
neededmore intrusivework
to stabilise it. Soil nailswere
installed to reinforce the land
andprotect the track.The line
reopenedonNovember9.

Land slip disruptsMML
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A computer-generated image of howanew station at NewportWest
might look. TFW

Avisualisation of the newCambridge South station. NETWORKRAIL

Contract awarded to construct new
Cambridge South railway station
A CONTRACT tobuild the
new£93.4million stationat
CambridgeSouthhasbeen
awarded to JMurphyandSons
LtdbyNetworkRail.

Thenewstationwill be
situatednext to thecity’s
biomedical campusand forms
part of theproposedEast-West
Rail route,whichaims tounlock
£103billionofeconomicgrowth.

The stationwill have four
platformsand theactual
buildingwill bea two-storey
design, and its facilitieswill
include lifts providing step-
freeaccess toall platforms,
accessible toilets, babychange
facilities,waitingareaandspace
for retail/cateringand ticket
vendingmachines.

Therewill beaccess for
pedestrians andcyclists from
both sidesof the railway,with
capacity for 1000cycleparking
spaces.Therewill be some
modification to local roadsand
crossings to cater for thenew
station.

Changesarealsoneeded

to the rail infrastructure
whichwill be remodelled
toaccommodate twonew
loops for the fourplatforms,
signallingmodifications, a
newsubstation,modification
to the railwayon the southern
approach toCambridge station,
enhancements toShepreth
branch junctionand theclosure
of twoprivate footpathsand the
provisionof alternativeaccess.

Enablingworks areunderway.

Aworksite compoundhasbeen
established,newoverhead
linemastshavebeen installed
and the frontwalls of the
platformsconstructed.Work
will nowcontinue todeliver the
station through tocompletion,
currentlyplanned for 2025.

Whenopen, the station
will provide services for
stations towards London, Ely,
BirminghamandStansted
Airport.

Hope for Ayr station hotel?
FOLLOWING a second
devastatingfireonSeptember23,
there is optimismthatAyr
stationhotelmightbe saved for
the community.

As reported lastmonth, a
deliberately started fire caused
considerable furtherdamage
to thehotel, and led toScotRail
servicesbeing suspendedas the
stationandcanopy is linked to
thehotel.

Since theblaze, the site
hasbeensealedoff for safety
reasonsand therehavebeen
inspectionsof thedamage
usingbothdronesandahigh-
levelplatform. Further safety
workbeganonOctober4.The
sitehasnowbeenhandedover
toSouthAyrshireCouncil.

With thecouncil’s preferred
optionofdemolishing the
building’s southwing, agroup
ofmore than20architects and
conservationists spearheaded
byconservationcharity SAVE
Britain’sHeritagehavewritten
to thecouncil pleadingwith
themto save thehotel.

The letter calls on thecouncil
tobegin compulsorypurchase
proceedingsagainst theowner
as‘thevital first steps tobring

thebuildingback touseful life’.
ArchitectGordon

Murray,whoworkedon the
refurbishmentofGlasgow
Central station, has said the
decision todemolish the
structurewouldbe‘both ironic
and foolhardy’, adding that
reuseand renovation is central
toany sustainable regeneration,
especially asmanyScottish
townsare struggling
economically andphysically.

Thecollectiveviewof the
architects is being supportedby
Ayr StationHotelCommunity
Actiongroup, and thegroup
SAVEBritain’sHeritagewrote to
thecouncil offering the services
of anexperiencedconservation
structural engineer to
undertakeadetailed surveyof
the fire-damagedareas.

Withnodecisionon
demolitionasweclosed for
press, theoptionof compulsory
purchase, possiblyby the
AyrDevelopmentTrust, as a
precursor topossible restoration,
wasbeing investigated.

Meanwhile, ScotRail services
remain suspended from
GlasgowtoAyruntil further
notice.

ANUMBERof recent storms
whichhavehit northeast
Scotlandhavedamaged the sea
wall adjacent to the railway line
betweenBroraandHelmsdale.

Eighteenmetresof thewall
havebeenwashedaway in
two locationsandstructural
engineers forNetworkRail
haveattended the site toassess
options to repair thewall.
Repairs arebeingmademore
complexbecausework canonly
takeplaceat lowtide.

A further complication is the

area is aSiteof Special Scientific
Interest andpermission is
required fromScotland’snature
agency,NatureScot, tohave
specialist trackmachinesand
the stoneneeded to repair the
wall delivered to site.

Until repairshavebeen
completed, ScotRail services
on theFarNorthLinewill run
between Inverness andLairg,
anda limited servicebetween
WickandForsinard,with rail
replacement road transport
running to supplement this.

Far North line seawall damaged

Hertfordshire’s LNWRBricketWood
station restored – and gains a tearoom
BRICKETWoodstation,
betweenWatford Junction
andStAlbansAbbeyhas
emerged fromanextensive
restoration,with theadded
attractionof a tearoom.

The 1903 LNWR station
building became a bricked
up shell after a fire in the
1970s destroyed much of the
interior. However, the Bricket
Wood Station HeritageTrust
had the vision to restore
the building with the aim of
creating a heritage-themed

tearoom to provide future
income. A 99-year lease was
agreed with Network Rail at a
peppercorn rent.

The trust has worked with
a number of organisations,
includingWest Midlands
Trains, the Railway Heritage
Trust, the Abbey Line
Community Rail Partnership,
Network Rail and the Abbey
Flyer Users’Group, to restore
the interior and exterior,
create the tearoom and
make the station an asset

for the local community. On
the walls of the tearoom are
maps, photos, information
and artefacts detailing the
history of the station and
the surrounding area, as
well as the restoration of the
building.

Formal reopening was on
October 22, the ribbon being
cut by Henry Holland-Hibbert,
chairman of the Hertfordshire
Community Foundation, and
whose grandfather was an
employee of the LNWR.

Plans for five new stations in SouthWales
AMBITIOUS plansbyTransport
forWales (TfW) for fivenew
stations inSouthEastWales
betweenCardiff andSevern
Tunnel Junctionhavemoved
a stepcloser following the
launchof a13-weekpublic
consultation,which runsuntil
January14, 2024.

Theproposals formpart
of theSouth-EastWales
TransportCommission’s
recommendations for tackling
vehicle congestionon theM4
motorway.The schemeaims to
improveconnectivitybetween
suburbancommunities and
key regionaldestinations inSE
Wales andSWEngland.

TfW isplanningnewstations

atCardiff East,NewportWest,
Somerton, LlanwernandMagor
&Undy, alongwithnewtrain
services.

Theconsultationwill include
what typeof facilities are
envisagedateach stationby
prospectivepassengers,who
arealsobeingasked for their
viewsonnewtrain services
betweenCardiff, Bristol and
CheltenhamSpa.

TfWenvisages that at least
two, andup to four trainsper
hour ineachdirectionwill call
at theproposednewstations.
Thesewill include theexisting
hourlyCardiff toCheltenham
services, supplementedbyan
additionalCardiff-Newport-

Cheltenhamservice, also calling
at all stations.A two trainsper
hour (30minute frequency)
servicebetweenCardiff,
Newport andBristolTemple
Meads callingat all stationswill
supplement theexisting two
trainsperhour‘fast’services.

GeoffOgden, chief transport
planninganddevelopment
officer, said:“Our vision for
Wales is one inwhichweall
havemoreopportunities to live
healthier andhappier lives. For
us, unlocking thecapabilityof
theSouthWalesmainline is key
to changinghowpeople travel
in the region.

“Weareproud to shareour
proposals for fivenewstations

betweenCardiff Central and
SevernTunnel Junction, that
togetherwith thenewservices
will offermorepeople the
opportunity to travel on the
railway.”

Theconsultationcanbe

accessedat: haveyoursay.tfw.
wales/sew-new-stations-and-
services. Emailson theproposals
canbe sent toengagement@
tfw.waleswith the subject
‘Newstationsandservices
consultation’.
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Representatives ofVTGRail UK, Knorr-Bremse Rail Systems and
Tarmac are pictured in front of one of the three JPAwagonsmodified
atTarmac’smaintenance depot inDunbar as part of the initial ‘iWagon’
technology trial. VTG RAIL UK

PREPARINGTHEWAY: BetweenOctober 30 andNovember 1, a series of Freightliner
locomotivemovements tookplace, originating at theoperator’s SouthamptonMaritimeTerminal for route
learning aheadof plannednewaggregate traffic betweenWestbury andCrawleyNewYard.The trainswill
bepathedvia theCoastwayWest route,with theArunValley line,whichwas also included in the itinerary, as
adiversionary route. Class 66No. 66501 Japan2001 is picturedpassing throughGoring-on-Sea stationon
theoutward (SouthamptonMaritime-CrawleyNewYard) legof the first runonOctober 30. JOHNVAUGHAN

SIDELINES
GBRf Peterborough
sidings open
SIDINGS have been opened
on the north side of GB
Railfreight’s Peterborough
yard to connect its
£5.75 million maintenance
hub to the rail network.

The company says several
new sets of points have been
installed and the track has
been slewed to create five
intermodal length sidings
which can be reached from
the north and south. There
is also capacity for spare
wagons.

“The new sidings at the
north end of our yard are a
huge step forward in bringing
our maintenance hub into
operation,”said GBRf chief
executive John Smith.

“This will enable us to run
even more intermodal
services, allowing our
current and future customers
to move an even wider range
of goods by rail.”

Concrete plans for rail use
HEIDELBERG Materials
(formerly known as Hanson
UK) has opened a multi-
million pound ready-mixed
concrete plant on a rail-
connected site at Sutton
Courtenay near Abingdon in
Oxfordshire.

The company says this
offers the potential to receive
deliveries from any of its
rail-linked quarries, avoiding
the need for 3000 lorry
journeys each year, equating
to road mileage totalling over
346,000 miles.

“Our new ready-mixed
concrete plant is perfectly
placed to support our
customers in Oxfordshire and
the surrounding area,”said
Gordon Napier, the company’s
managing director for
concrete.

Grounds for
sustainability
NEWELL & Wright says it
is hoping to develop its
relationship with Sheffield
coffee producer Cafeology
and further reduce the carbon
footprint of the traffic.

Coffee supplies arrive
in intermodal containers
at the haulage firm’s
Templeborough rail terminal
at Tinsley in SouthYorkshire,
before being transferred to
lorry for the five-mile journey
to Cafeology’s premises.

Wagons roll asVTGtrial
aims to transformfreight
A total of nine vehicles will be used to test
the‘iWagon’monitoring technology.
WAGON leasing companyVTG
Rail UK and braking equipment
supplier Knorr-Bremse Rail
Systems (UK), are carrying out
a main line trial of nine wagons
fitted with digital technology
which they claim has the
potential to revolutionise
performance of rail freight.

VTG says the initial‘iWagons’
feature 12 innovations
including new wheelsets
which feature four axle end
generators to power patented
Wheel Flat Prevention (WFP)
technology, which monitors
slide of wheelsets and
condition of the brakes.The
information can be accessed
remotely, giving the ability to
highlight issues as they occur
and the potential to help
Network Rail to locate areas
where there is low rail adhesion.
The‘iWagons’also feature axle
lock detection.

“Our patentedWheel
Flat Prevention technology
increases wheel life and
reduces potential deep wheel
flats which may result in track

damage, or in worst cases,
derailment,”commented
Knorr-Bremse engineering
and innovation director
Sanjay Albert, adding that
digital monitoring would offer
insights to customers and the
wider industry to enable more
efficient maintenance and
operation.

Futuretrials
In future trials, it is anticipated
that the axle end generators
will provide the energy for
equipment to gather further
real-time data for maintenance
and identify wagon and bogie
imbalances.VTG says the
on board technology is capable
of offering further advantages
when used in conjunction
with its‘i-Maintenance’data
platform (which can predict
wheelset damage) and theVTG
Connect information system.

“The iWagon has been over
a decade in development and
we are delighted to be at the
stage where we can commence
countrywide trials of the UK’s

first digitalised freight wagon
which will enable real-time
data to ensure safer railways
and better wagon utilisation,”
explainedVTG UK managing
director Colin Denman.

Three vehicles given the
‘iWagon’modifications are
JPA tank wagons, operating
betweenTarmac’s Dunbar
cement plant in East Lothian
and its site at Seaham in County
Durham.They received the
upgrade atTarmac’s Dunbar

maintenance depot and went
back into traffic on October 2
for four months of testing
on the daily return diagram.
The remaining six wagons
to undergo fitment will see
service within the Hanson and
Mendip rail fleets.

Initial data from all of the
vehicles on trial is expected
to be available next month,
ahead of the introduction of
the technology on 50 further
wagons.

‘Greener’
sea, rail and
lorry journey
OPERATED byDBCargo
UK forMaritimeTransport,
theLondonGateway
toSEGROLogistics Park
EastMidlandsGateway
workingon themorning
of September28 formed
partof a three-leg lower
emissions journey for
oneof the intermodal
containersonboard.

Unloaded fromthe
LauraMaersk, a new
vessel builtwith theaim
of reducinggreenhouse
gasoutputby runningon
methanol, the rainbow
containerheaded
northwardsaspart
of a trainhauledbya
hydro-treatedvegetable
oil-fuelledClass66.HVO
emissionsareestimated
tobeup to90% lower
thandiesel.

The final legof the
container’s tripwas to
Maersk’swarehouse
facilitybyelectric lorry.

Like us facebook.com/
TheRailwayMagazine

Follow us
therailwaymagazine

Follow us
@railwaymagazine
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Class 599No. 4055was the first of four unserviceableTyne&Wear‘Metrocars’to be sent for scrap between
June andOctober this year. Having been loadedonto the trailer at Howdondepot onNorthTyneside,
it is pictured on June 28 emerging from theTyneTunnel at Jarrowon itsway southwards for disposal.
Following a decision byNexus to abandon a community repurposing scheme, all but twoClass 599swill be
scrapped.ALFIE GASCOIGNE

With a poppy attached to the cab side,‘Bringing PeopleTogether’Pride-liveried Siemens-Duewag Sheffield
SupertramNo. 120 is seen at Cathedralwith aMalin Bridge-bound service onOctober 27. JED KENDRAY

No ‘Metrocars’ for community reuse
TwoTyne &WearMetro Class 599swill
be preserved, but Nexus says costs and
complexity prevent it proceedingwith a
scheme to repurpose five further units.
TWO ofTyne&WearMetro’s
existingClass599‘Metrocars’are
tobepreserved,butoperator
Nexushasabandonedplans to
offer vehicles to local groups
for repurposingonce theyare
displacedby itsnewStadler
Class 555 fleet.

Aspreviously expected,
No. 4001will becomepartof the
collectionat theStephenson
RailwayMuseumonNorth
Tyneside.The sitewashometo
theunit and fellowprototype
No. 4002when itwas the test
track for the system in the1970s.
BeamishMuseumwill also
receivea‘Metrocar’.

Bidswereinvited
Applicationswere invited
twoyears agowith theaimof
turningup to five furtherClass
599s into community assets,
butdespitewhat aNexus
spokesmandescribedasa
“fairlyhigh level of community
interest”, resulting inadozen
separatebidsbeingconsidered,
theprojecthasbeenshelved.

Nexus customer services
directorHuwLewis said:“We
andStadler reallyhoped that
wewouldbeable todonate
a further five trains to local
communitygroups, but this

proveda lotmore complexand
expensive thanwe first thought,
so sadly it’s notgoing tohappen.”

No. 4002was sent for
scrapping inOctober, followed
byNo. 4083.Alongwith
Nos. 4055and4062 (both
movedearlier this year) they
wereno longer serviceableand
hadbeenusedasa sourceof
spareparts.

With theexceptionof the two
units set aside forpreservation,
JDenham,basedatBishop
Auckland inCountyDurham,
will dismantle thevehicles and
recyclemetal fromthem.

MrLewis thanked
organisations for takingan
interest in reusing someof the
redundant trains, stating that
thedecisionnot toproceed
with theprojectwasdown
to“thecomplexityofdelivery
arrangements”.Headded
that thiswould“inmanycases”
haveneededcranesand
othermachineryor significant
preparationworkon the sites
receiving thevehicles.

Noviableplan
“Thismeanswehavebeen
unable toarriveat aviable
deliveryplan for thevehicles to
be transported to thepotential

locations that couldbe justified
asa reasonableuseofpublic
moneyat a timeof rising
inflationandoperatingcosts
thatwe face,”heexplained.

Nexusacknowledged toThe
RM that it hadknownthere
wouldbe“somecosts involved”
beforeexpressionsof interest
were invited, but said itwasonly
possible toaccuratelygauge
costsonce the full plans from
eachgroupwereknown. It said
organisationsunderstood from

the start that itwasbasedon
exploringoptions rather than“a
definite commitment”.
■ Followingaperiodof
improvementearlier this
year,Metropunctualityhas
declined in recentmonths,
dropping to70% inSeptember-
October (down from79%in
August-September), putting
it lower thanwhere itwasat
thebeginningof2023.Nexus
serveda formal improvement
notice toStadler (whichhas

a contract formaintenance
of theexisting fleet aswell as
theyet tobe introducedClass
555s) in the spring,but interim
managingdirectorCathy
Massarellahaswarned that the
system isnowentering themost
challengingperiod in itshistory
forperformance. Itwill continue
to relyon the life-expiredClass
599s for anumberofmonths
after the first of the46newfive-
car trains are introduced in the
first quarterofnext year.

Subway
passengers
overcharged
NEARLY4000payments for
GlasgowSubwaysmartcardtop-
upsweredouble-chargedafter
whatStrathclydePartnership for
Transport (SPT)explainedasa
“technical issue”experiencedby
itscardsystemprovider.

It confirmed that3996
transactions resulted indebit
andcredit cardholdersbeing
charged twiceonSeptember17.
Somewere stillwaiting for
refunds intoOctober.

“Thiswasaone-off error
on thepart of a third-party
contractor responsible for
administeringcardpayments,”
SPTexplained.

“Wehaveexpressedour
disappointment that thishas
notbeen resolvedmorequickly
byour suppliers.”

Refundswereexpected to
bemadewithout theneed to
contact SPT.

SOME single fareswentup
onSheffieldSupertramfrom
November1, aspart ofwider
risesonpublic transport in
SouthYorkshire aimedat
helping to sustainbus services.

Unlike the single farebus cap,
which is anationalDepartment
forTransport-subsidised
scheme that continuesuntil
theendofnext year, the£2.00
single fareon theSupertram
hadbeen fundedby theSouth
YorkshireMayoral Combined
Authority.TheSupertramcap
rose to£2.80, apricewhich is
fixeduntilNovember30next
year.

Concessionary child single
fares forholdersofZoomUnder
16andZoom16-18Travel
passes increased from80p to
£1.00.

Single fares forusersofZoom
Beyond18-21passes rose from
80p to£2.00,with return fares
£4.00.

Sheffield Supertram fares increase
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OneofNorthern’s complement of 15 Class 319s, all to be removed from traffic from the start of thewinter
timetable, No. 319386 is seenwith the 11.04 Blackpool North-Liverpool Lime Street service at EdgeHill
station on September 21 this year.MARK ARNOLD

CrossCountry Class 220‘Voyager’No. 220011 at Alstom’s Central Rivers
depot on July 27, 2021. PAUL BICKERDYKE

Thewidespreadwinter
windof fleet changes
December timetable seesTransPennine Express‘Nova 3’sets andNorthern Class 319s
removed from traffic, but also the introduction of Southeastern’s final Class 707s.

TRANSPENNINEExpress (TPE)
says it is in“activediscussions”
with theDepartment for
Transport andTransport for
theNorth regarding the future
deploymentof itsMk. 5a‘Nova3’
coaching stock.
Witheffect fromthe

introductionof thewinter
timetableonDecember10,TPE
will operate16 fewer trains
perday, amove it claimswill
be short term, to simplify
operationsand improve
reliability.Thiswill lead to
the removal fromtraffic of
its‘Nova3’sets (forwhich
BeaconRail-ownedClass68
diesel locomotiveshavebeen
sub-leased fromDirectRail
Services) and theuseofClass
185DMUsandHitachiClass 802
‘Nova1’bi-mode trainsbetween
ManchesterPiccadilly and
Scarborough instead.
Twelveoutof 13‘Nova3’sets

wereused in rotation to cover
fivediagramsperdaywith14
locomotives (Nos. 68019-032)
allocated towork them. In
a short-termarrangement
lastinguntil January2024, four
(Nos. 68019/020/022/031)
were loanedback toDRS from
October.However,TPE says
thiswasat the requestofDRS
and“doesnot affect”plans
to“stabilise andbuildback”
operations. It added thatno
final decisionshavebeenmade
regarding the futureof the
‘Nova3’sets, alsoowned
byBeacon.

Northern
All 15ofNorthern’sClass 319
EMUsaredue tobewithdrawn
fromtrafficwhen the timetable
changes.A total of 17Class
323s fromWestMidlands
Railwaywill be cascadedas

replacementsover thenext six
months, the first (No. 323208)
havingmade its ownway to
AllertondepotonOctober28.
Although thisbrings toa close
more thaneight andahalf years
ofoperation in thenorthof
England (the first unitshaving
been introducedonLiverpool
LimeStreet-ManchesterAirport
services inMarch2015), the
eightClass769swithNorthern
(converted fromClass319s into
bi-mode trainsbyWabtecat the
Brushworks in Loughborough
with theadditionofdiesel
engines)will remainwith
theoperator for Southport-
Manchester services.

TfW
The lastday in service for the
Transport forWalesClass
175swasOctober17, the
number required in service
havingdwindled to fiveby the
middleof themonth. Some

units remainedwithTfW into
Novemberwhile theywere
prepared forhandback toowner
AngelTrains,whichhas listed
all 27 (twocarNos. 175001-011
and three carNos. 175101-116)
as available for leaseordisposal
fromthe secondquarterof 2024.
TheAlstom-builtDMUs,

whichhavecompleted23years
of service, havebeen replaced
byClass197sassembledbyCAF
inNewport. ByearlyNovember,
36Class197swerepart of the
fleet,with26beingused in
serviceandunitswerebeing
deliveredat a rateofoneevery
10-13days.
Testingon theTreherbert,

AberdareandMerthyr routes
awaits theStadlerClass 756s
whichhave so far arrived in
Wales.AsNovembergotunder
way, 17units (all seven three-
car and10 four-car sets) from
the24-strongclasshadbeen
delivered.Already in serviceare

all 11of theClass231s fromthe
Swissmanufacturer,while the
secondhalf of 2024 remains the
target for introductionof the
Class398StadlerTram-trains.

Southeastern
Southeasternwason target to
complete the introductionof
Class 707EMUsbyDecember.
Branded‘CityBeam’by the
operator, the30unitswere
transferred fromSouth
WesternRailway,where
preparationsarebeingmade
for thephased introduction
of the long-awaitedClass701
‘Arterio’units, beginningwith
Waterloo-Windsor&Eton
Riverside services.The‘707s’
made their Southeasterndebut
inSeptember2021,but SWR
retained12 inorder tomaintain
capacity.All havenowbeen
receivedand refurbished, and
will displace furtherClass
465/466‘Networker’units.

Ricardo
andGCRE
agree future
strategic
alliance
RAIL contractor Ricardo
is to provide advice
for theGlobal Centre
of Rail Excellence
(GCRE), currently under
development on the
site of theNantHelen
opencastmine and
OnllwynWashery in
Neath PortTalbot,
SouthWales.
Ricardo,which has

agreed amemorandum
of understandingwith
GCRE,will workwith the
centre’smanagement
with a particular focus
onhow the sitewill
deliver approvals and
certification processes for
the rail industry.
The company is

expected to drawupon
its previous experience
with clients fromaround
theworld.
When completed, the

1700-acreGCRE complex
will be a fully integrated
testing and research base,
featuring two electrified
test loops, one for vehicle
trials and the other for
infrastructure evaluation.

50th depot
contract for
Zonegreen
RAIL safetyequipment
specialist Zonegreen
hasbeenawardeda
contract tomaintain
thedepotpersonnel
protection system(DPPS)
atNorthern’sHull Botanic
Gardensdepot.
Thedeal is the50th

maintenanceagreement
securedby theSheffield-
basedcompany for aUK
depot. Itwill perform
inspections twiceayear to
ensure theequipment is in
goodworkingorder.
DPPS (whichprotects

staff byusingNetwork
Rail-approvedderailers
to create safe zones in
which theycanwork)was
installed in the two-road
shedat the site aspart of
amulti-million-pound
project tomoderniseand
increasemaintenanceand
servicingcapacitywhich
was completed last year.

CROSSCOUNTRYhasagreed
aneight-year extension to
Alstom’s contract tomaintain,
overhaul, service and clean the
operator’s Class 220‘Voyager’
and Class 221‘SuperVoyager’
trains at Central Rivers depot
near Burton-on-Trent.
The deal for the continuation

of theTrain Services
Agreement (TSA), whichwill
run until 2031, is worth around
£824million and covers 34

Class 220s and 24 Class 221s.
It will also include a further
seven Class 221swhich are
to be transferred to augment
the CrossCountry fleet once
they are released byAvanti
West Coast.
The contract extension

covers plans to reduce the
weight of the units and install
an intelligent engine stop
start system (IESS) to reduce
emissions and fuel usage.

Alstom’s £824meight-year XC deal
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On April 2, 2017, around six months after its return to service following
extensive repairs to flood damage and refurbishment, No. 156478 is
pictured approaching Stonehouse bridge, west of Gretna Green, with a
Dumfries to Carlisle service. THE CARLISLE KID/CC BY-SA 2.0

ABRACEOFNAMED‘TUGS’:At the DCRail sidings atWillesden in north west
London on November 3, DCRail Class 60 No. 60029BenNevis (left) awaits departure with the 6Z23
14.12 empties toTytherington Quarry in Gloucestershire, which originated at the temporary railhead
at Quainton, north of Aylesbury, established for HS2 construction supplies. On the right No. 60046
WilliamWilberforceawaits departure with the 6Z33 13.47 loaded train to Quainton which had arrived
fromTytherington a little earlier. The traffic, which began on October 31 to supply materials for HS2, is
generating two trains per day from the quarry, each formed of 24 wagons. Constraints at Quainton mean
that workings are‘topped and tailed’fromWillesden, the other locomotive either being another‘Tug’or a
Class 56. DCRAIL

INREMEMBRANCE:At Hitachi’s Doncaster Carr
depot on November 2, London North Eastern Railway Class 800
‘Azuma’, No. 800111 received a cabside decal of the Royal British
Legion poppy. In the run-up to events to remember those who died in
the line of duty, millions of the poppies are sold each year on behalf of
the RBL to raise funds to support veterans and serving armed forces
personnel and their families. No. 800111 also bears the words‘To
those who have served, thank you.’LNER

Brodie offers refurbished Class 156 for sale
FORMER ScotRail-operated
Class 156 DMU No. 156478
has been put up for sale via
online auction by its owner,
Kilmarnock-based Brodie
Leasing.

The deadline for bids for
the unit, which has covered
480,000 miles since its last
major overhaul, is 15.00 on

December 6.
No. 156478 had been leased

to ScotRail by AngelTrains
until it was severely damaged
by floodwater in December
2014 after becoming stranded
between Kilmarnock and
Auchinleck while working
a Glasgow Central-Carlisle
service. It spent several days

partially submerged, resulting
in damage to the underframe
and associated equipment and
its interior.

Declared an insurance
write-off, the unit was bought
by Brodie Leasing, the sister
company of Brodie Engineering,
which spent around six months
on the complex project to

return it to service with ScotRail
in October 2016.This included
electrical work, C4 and C6
overhauls and full interior and
exterior refurbishment.

ScotRail’s lease on the unit
expired on March 31 last year,
five and a half years after it re-
entered service. It was no longer
required due to the upcoming

timetable changes of May 2022
and was returned to Brodie
shortly afterwards.

ScotRail still leases a total of
42 Class 156 units from Angel
Trains, but fewer will be needed
once Class 380 electric multiple
unit services are inaugurated
between Glasgow Central and
Barrhead on December 10.
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AClass 395‘Javelin’unit andClass 375, Nos. 375621 and 375813 are in attendance at Southeastern’s Ramsgate depot as classmateNo. 375605
stands at the neighbouring station on June 21, 2016. SOUTHEASTERN

HTA coal hopperNo. 311144 still had its EWS liverywhen seen at
WarringtonArpley on September 9.

LandRecovery JNAboxwagonNo. 81 70 4932 718-6 pictured at
Longport (Stoke) on September 23.

Wagon Report Compiled by Steven Fredrick Lappage

DEUTSCHE Bahnacquired
EWS fromCanadianNational
Railway in June2007,
rebranding the companyas
DBSchenker.Historically,
Schenkerwasa road-based
logistics companyand today,
Schenker-branded lorries and
containers are a commonsight
onBritish roads.

Onlyone fleet of new
wagonswasbuilt during this
period,HLA’sNos. 82706956
000-7 to011-4, deliveredby
WHDavis in2010 todesign
codeHL003A.Ordered to
replaceolder stock carrying

dredgedaggregates from
AngersteinWharf, theywere
short-livedand scrapped
by2021.

SinceMarch2016, railfreight
operationshavebeencarried
outunder theDBCargoUK
banner.Notably, this company
and its forerunnershave taken
over variousprivateowner
wagon fleets, includingBritish
Gypsum,BrunnerMond,
Marcon,National Power and
RMCRoadstone.Not all the
wagons remain inuse, but
otherswithnow-obsolete
brandingare still tobe seen,

especially in thePeakForest
andWarringtonareas.
■DELIVERIES fromWHDavis
toDrax Ltdhavebeen IIA
biomasshoppersNos. 8370
0698226-3 to239-6/ 241-2.
Alsonew fromGreenbrier
Europeare FEA-Gcontainer
flatsNos. 81704663201-6 to
220-6 forGBRailfreight and
JNA-TboxopensNos. 8170
5932807-7 to811-9.
■RECENTLYgivengeneral
repairs byArlingtonFleet
Services at Eastleigh
WorkshavebeenPFA
container flatsNos.DRSL
92703/777/779/784/801.
LondonUnderground
wagonsoverhauledhave
beenhopperwagonsNos.HW
204/214/217/219/222, rail
wagonsNos. RW804/809/816,
general purpose flatsNos.GP
902-904/911/913/934/938.
Still on-site atArlingtonare
formerTransplant FEA-S
‘Slinger’rail handling flatsNos.
640931/933-943.Themissing
wagon isNo. 640932,which
also carriedNo.CM932, for its
role as a cementmixer for the
B2Fpaved trackproject.
■LORAMUK is currently
rebuilding surplusNetwork

RailMRAside-tipperswith low
sideboxbodies as JNA-Ys at its
DerbyRTC site.Theprogramme
is around two-thirds complete,
the latest conversionsbeing
Nos. 81705831162-9 to
171-0.MoreMRA’s arriving
atDerby for rebuildinghave
beenNos. 501026/051/057/
086/111/117/196-198/271-
273/289-291.
■DISPOSALSofDBCargoUK
stockhavebeendominated
by the scrappingof redundant
CDAchina clayhoppers in
Cornwall.Wagonswere cut into
sections to facilitateonward
movementby road toa local
scrapyard. Elsewhereavariety
of otherwagonshavealso
beendelivered tobreakers
yards at Kingsbury, Rotherham

andSheffield.
Withdrawals havebeenOAA

‘Squid’opensNos. 100054/096,
OBA’Bass’dropsideopensNos.
110023/706,OCAopensNos.
112003/086/120/137/156/
192/218/221/270/375/379,
CDAchina clayhoppersNos.
375000-003/005-012/
015-020/022/023/025/030/
032/033/035/037/038/040/
041/043-046/049-052/054/
055/057-061/063/064/066/
067/069/071/072/074-078/
082/083/085/087/090/091/
093-095/097/099/102-108/
112-114/116-118/120/121/
125/135/137,MHA/MPA*
‘Coalfish’spoil andballast
opensNos. 394112*/394*/
618/812,Nos. 396112*/123/
157/165.

Plans fordepotdigitalisation
Automated inspection technology to be introduced at Southeastern’s Ramsgate depot.
SOUTHEASTERN’S Ramsgate
depot will be the location for
an automated train inspection
system.

It will be developed by the
operator in partnership with
Siemens Mobility and leasing
company Eversholt Rail.

Using high-sensitivity
cameras and optical laser
sensors, the equipment will
be capable of gathering and
analysing data regarding
the condition of train brake
pads, third rail traction current
collector shoes, wheel profiles
and tread thickness.The system
will also run underframe
inspections.

“The technology will provide
detailed information on each
train in the fleet which can then
be used to reduce maintenance
time in the depot, ensuring
the trains can continue to run
reliably,”explained John Butler,
head of rail infrastructure
customer service for Siemens
Mobility in the UK and Ireland.

Programme
Southeastern says the
information obtained through
the technology will enable

it to run a more efficient
maintenance programme,
based on demand and avoiding
the need for work which
would be carried out even if
not needed as part of a purely
mileage-based overhaul
regime.

The operator believes it also
has the potential to improve
safety through performing
consistent measurements and
assessments which can be used
to forecastproblemsand trigger
alerts.“We’re always looking
at how we can deliver a more

reliable and sustainable railway
to give better journeys for our
passengers, and running a
fully automated vehicle
inspection system certainly
helps us to do that,”added
Southeastern’s engineering
director Mark Johnson.

Design work on the system
will begin at the end of this year
with the aim of installing it in
mid-2024.

The first automated
inspections are expected
to take place using it the
following year.
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HarryNeedle’sType 1No. 20311being prepared for a return to service at BarrowHill onNovember 14. HARRY NEEDLE

Former LNERpower cars Nos. 43306/320/316/307 passNarborough, Leicestershire, onNovember 13,
working light engine from store at Kidderminster SVR toGreatYarmouth for export. CHRISMILNER

LOCOMOTIVES

Allocations
37218XHSO-XSDP
37401XHSO-XSDP
37424XHSO-XSDP
43007EC/EHPC-HQ/SCXL
43008EC/EHPC-HQ/SCXL
43009LA/EFPC-HQ/SCEL
43016LA/EFPC-HQ/SCEL
43184EC/EHPC-HQ/SCXL
43238EC/IECP-HQ/SCEL
43239EC/EHPC-HQ/SCXL
43285EC/EHPC-HQ/COTS
43301EC/EHPC-HQ/COTS
43303EC/EHPC-HQ/COTS
43304EC/EHPC-HQ/SCXL
43321EC/EHPC-HQ/COTS
43357EC/EHPC-HQ/COTS
43366EC/EHPC-HQ/SCXL
43378EC/EHPC-HQ/SCXL
57002XWSS-XSDP
59002MD/DFHG-FE/DHLT
59103MD/DFHG-FE/DHLT
60001WQ/WQAA-TO/WQBA
60015TO/WCBT-WQ/WQBA
60044WQ/WQAA-TO/WQBA
66063WBRT-WBAE
66068WBRT-WBAR
66088WBAE-WBRT
66089WBAE-WBRT
66107WBRT-WBBT
66186WBRT-WBAE
66552LD/DFIM-FE/DHLT
67028WQ/WQAA-CE/WAAC
70011LD/DFGI-FE/DHLT
91131SAXL-MBEL

Liveries
DBCargo red:66110
FLorange:08624
NorthernBelle:57315
+Colasdecals:43285

Named
66508CityofDoncaster
66623 LestWeForget

Names removed
20132BarrowHillDepot
43088DartmouthCastle
43160Castle-an-Dinas
66413 LestWeForget

Exported toPoland:
66526

Exported toNigeria:
43008/09/10/16/40, 43172/84/
92, 43239, 43304/66

Stored/stopped locations
CreweGrestyBridge:37401
EMDLongport:56303
GreatYarmouth:43007,
43306/07/16/20/78
LeedsMidlandRoad:59002,
66552, 70011
Loughborough:
92021/40/45/46
Merehead:59103
Toton:60015

Operational
67028

MULTIPLE UNITS

Allocations
197108/09HQ-CH
319215 sent fordisposal
319220 sold toMoD

323208SO/EJHQ-AN/EDHQ
508112/37 sent fordisposal
701518/20/21/22newly
deliveredHQ/HYHQ

1720128HQ-IL
720603/07/11/12HQ-EM
730006/07/10/11HQ-BY
730044newlydeliveredHQ/
EJHQ

730205newlydeliveredHQ/
EJHQ

756111-15newlydeliveredHQ/
HLHQ

777020/23/31/36HQ-KD
777021/22/25/27/32/34newly
deliveredHQ/HEHQ

777152HQ-KD
805006/07newlydelivered
HQ/HFHQ

Liveries
EMRpurple:170423
Eurovisiondecals removed:
777013
SWR:444039/44,
450085, 450112/25,

458405/16/23/25/28
+Andysmanclubdecals:
185111

Named
196102TheShropshireFlyer

Names removed
323208FiveWays
507026CouncillorGeorge
Howard

508111TheBeatles

Nowinpassenger traffic
197108/09
720128
720603/07/11/12
730006/07/10/11
777020/23/31/36
777152

Stored/stopped locations
CardiffCanton:756111-15
CreweBasfordHall:197031,
197118
Derby:730027
DoncasterBelmont:730023/24
Eastleigh:701004,
701518/20/21/22
GascoigneWood:730036
Holyhead:175006/07, 175105
Ilford:175102/10
Kirkdale:777028/30
Landore:175003/09, 175106
MoDBicester:701021,
701505/06/13/14
OldDalby:730031/33
Oxley:730044, 730205,
805006/07
WaltonOldJunc:777021/25/27
Wembley:777022/32/34
Worksop:465917, 466032

Disposals
EMRKingGeorgeVDock,
Glasgow:Arrivaldate:October2:
71950,77944(321402)
RaxstaratEastleighWorks:
Cutdates:October25: 77053;
October30: 71582;October31:

77005;November2: 62666 (all
317506)
SimsMetals,Newport:Arrival
dates:November9/10: 319215;
November11: 508112/37;
November14: (45)5722

HAULED
COACHING STOCK

Allocations
4932 sent fordisposal
48101/03/13/15/25/31/32/33
exported

49101/07/11exported

Stored/stopped locations
CreweTMD:12215,
12447/52/54/61
GreatYarmouth:40750, 40902,
41087, 41193, 42036/38/52/
53/97, 42234/90, 42366/68/69/
71/72/73/76/80, 42585,
44012/17/52/72, 45001/02/03/
04/05
SpaValley:5035
WensleydaleRailway:5292,
5376
Wolverton:40608, 42019/55,
42571

Exported toNigeria
48101/03/13/15/25/31/32/33,
49101/07/11

Disposals
C.F.Booth,Rotherham:Cut
dates:October30: 42217;
November8: 42310
RonHull atCarnforth:Cut
dates: Feb-April: 1644/50/
52/70, 2108/27, 4860, 5453/63,
5740/56, 5943, 17168(99319),
92908, 94408/28/98, 94512/25/
26/42, 95300, 96110/65/82/92
EMRKingsbury:Arrival date:
October23: 4932

■STOCKCHANGESCORRECT
ASOFNOVEMBER15,2023.
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WEST COAST SURVIVORS: As they approach 50 years old, it is strange to think
these former British Rail Class 87 locomotives have now spent more than a quarter
of their working lives abroad in Bulgaria. Built in the first half of the 1970s, when
electrification of the West Coast Main Line was extended fromWeaver Junction
(Cheshire) to Glasgow, 21 of the fleet of 36 were exported in the late-2000s/early 2010s
for use by Bulgarian state railway company BZK and open access operator Bulmarket.
This scene was captured at the locomotive stabling point at Iliyantsi on October 11 –
the photographer noting that, despite some reports to the contrary, the BZK ‘87s’
are still very much active. Visible in the line are the former Nos. 87003, 87004 (still
named Britannia), 87029, 87028 and 87012. Also present in the line is a Grup Feroviar
Român (GFR) Electroputere Class 40 electric loco, while Bulmarket Smartron
No. 80 029 and EA Class No. 86 006 double-head a freight on the left. Stephen Ginn





Transport forWales‘Flirt’No. 231010 slows for a stop at Hengoed on November 1, while working the 2R12/13.03 Penarth to Rhymney.The former
high level line through the village from Pontypool Road to Neath ran on the bridge behind the unit until closure in June 1964.STUART WARR

Class 37s Nos. D6851 (37667) Flopsie and D6817 (37521) open up as they head south-west from Eastleigh
on November 3, hauling Mk.1 No. 3140, Mk.3 No. 41162 and HST power car No. 43049NevilleHillas the
5Z43/10.00 Eastleigh Arlington to Crewe via Salisbury, Bath and Hereford on November 3. STEVE STUBBS

Thenetwork'snotablemoves
RHTT
A visit to Marylebone station
on Sunday, October 1, found
Class 66 Nos. 66522 and 66507
top-and-tailing a Rail Head
TreatmentTrain in theWall
Siding, having arrived as a 3J04
from Kings Norton OnTrack
Plant Depot.

The Rail HeadTreatment
Train (RHTT) season along
the southern section of
the Midland Main Line
commenced on October 3,
when DB Cargo Class 66
Nos. 66041+66169 had
charge of the 3J92/23.17
TotonTMD-West Hampstead
Thameslink and 3J93/12.01
return.When next seen on
October 6, No. 66041 had been
joined by No. 66104 and this
pairing became the staple for
the month, including when
seen on October 13, 23 and 30.

Class 66 Nos. 66010 and
66085 have been hauling
RHTTs from Stapleford &
Sandiacre and were observed
in Nottingham on October 3,
5 and 6 and on November 6, 7
and 9.

RHTT 3S70 from Broxbourne
DownTamper Siding to
Broxbourne DownTamper
Siding runs via Hertford
East, Cheshunt, Seven Sisters,
EnfieldTown, Shoeburyness,
West Ham, Pitsea, Upminster
and Grays. OnTuesday, October
10, the train was seen three
times as it travelled on the
LondonTilbury & Southend
system.

Top-and-tailed by Class 69
Nos. 69002 Bob Tiller CM&EE
and 69003 The Railway
Observer, it was first seen
passing throughThorpe

Bay with No. 69003 leading,
having visited Shoeburyness.
Somewhat later it was seen
arriving fromTilbury at Pitsea
station with No. 69002 now
leading. At Pitsea the train
reversed heading back towards
Tilbury. The train was seen for
a third time at Grays station
before reversing and heading
back towards Rainham with
No. 69003 in the lead.

On a visit to Eastleigh on
October 11, GPV units Nos.
DR98913+DR98963 were
noted on RHTT 3S80/06.16
Effingham Junction to

Effingham Junction passing by
platform 3 at 12.45 with fellow
units Nos. DR98915+DR98965
on 3S81/05.50TottonYard to
TottonYard passing through
the same platform 10 minutes
later, the latter returning
through the same platform
at 14.20.

The RHTT 3W90 from
TonbridgeWestYard to
TonbridgeWestYard was
found alongside platform 10
at London Bridge on Sunday,
October 15, headed by a very
grimy Class 73 No. 73141 Spa
Valley Railway with No. 73212

Stephen Eaves at the rear. The
train was seen a little later
passing platform 2 at Brockley
station, where No. 73141 was
observed carrying‘90’in the
head code display, a reference
to the train number 3W90.
This diagram runs via Redhill,
Brighton,Three Bridges,
Horsham, Dorking, London
Bridge, Uckfield, East Grinstead,
Norwood Junction, Horsham
and Redhill.

GPV unit Nos. DR98921+
DR98971 visited Littlehampton
on the Horsham to Horsham
RHTT on October 17, working
via Bognor Regis, Havant
and Brighton.The same
working on October 25 had
Nos. DR98919+DR98969
when noted at Littlehampton.
The same pairing visited
Littlehampton twice on
October 29. The next day saw
Nos. DR98966+DR98916 for a
change.

On Sunday, October 29, RHTT
3W94 from East Grinstead to
TonbridgeWestYard was seen
passing platform 1 at Sutton
top-and-tailed by Class 57 Nos.
57306 Her Majesty’s Railway
Inspectorate 175 and 57305.
It was noted again passing
platform 9 atWimbledon.

Although the leaves have
taken their time to drop from
the trees this year, the East
Anglian RHTT season began
in earnest at the beginning of
October from the revitalised
GBRf depot at Stowmarket.

Before the arrival of Class 66

DRS-loanees Nos. 66421 Gresty
Bridge TMD and 66430 at the
Suffolk depot, the first few trips
on the southern route as 3S30
(overnight) and 3S60 (daytime)
were in the hands of the
pairings of Class 66 Nos. 66753
EMD Roberts Road and 66776.

Nos. 66779 Evening Star
and 66760 David Gordon
Harris were noted at Harwich
International as they used
platform 3 to stop and reverse
down the Harwich branch

– the first port of call on the
southern RHTT working that
takes in Shenfield and the
branch to SouthendVictoria,
returning down to Colchester
for the Clacton-on-Sea branch
before heading back to base at
Stowmarket.

These six locomotives have
changed pairings occasionally
and on October 26 at Harwich
International on the 3S60
diagram No. 66779 was noted
working with No. 66421.
Towards the end of the month,
GBRf Classmates Nos. 66724
Drax Power Station and 66728
Institution of Railway Operators
also joined the fray.

AvantiWest Coast
A journey south from
Manchester to Euston on
October 10 on the 09.15
found the service leaving
16 minutes late due to the
late arrival of the incoming
train from Euston. Progress
was not bad going south but
arrival was 19 minutes late
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The throb of diesel engines can still be heard at King’s Cross in the formofGrandCentral DMUs,which
include‘Adelantes’Nos. 180114 (left), and former EMRNo. 180110 seen side by side in platforms 1 and 2on
October 31, forming the 10.57 to Bradford Interchange and 11.27 to Sunderland respectively. JOHNHEATON

Awide angle viewofWiganWallgate from the adjacent car park onNovember 2, as Northern Class
158DMUNo. 158759has just arrivedwith the 11.17 fromLeeds via Brighouse andRochdale,while an
unidentified classmate prepares to leavewith the 13.49 to Leeds in the background. PHILWALLIS

at Euston, nonetheless. The
return journeywas on the
15.33 from Euston to Piccadilly,
via Crewe. The train ranwell
until Lichfield, where slow
runningwas experienced and
when the service left Crewe,
12minutes late, it was stuck
behind local service trains, so
more timewas lost and arrival
at Piccadilly was 23minutes
late.
A correspondent travelled
fromOxenholmeThe Lake
District station to Carlisle on
Monday, October 23, and
encountered the following:
at 10.15 passengerswere told
that a freight train had broken
downbetween Penrith and
Oxenholme thatwould have a
huge impact on all rail services
north of Lancaster.
The 10.38Oxenholme to
GlasgowCentral TransPennine
Express servicemet no
trains heading south until it
encountered the errant freight
locomotive and its containers
heading slowly south at Great
Strickland at 11.03.
The AvantiWest Coast 08.52
EdinburghWaverley to London
Euston via BirminghamNew
Streetwas held in Penrith
station, while theTransPennine
Express 09.06 GlasgowCentral
toManchester Airport was
held at signals byThacka Lane,
Penrith and the AvantiWest
Coast 09.36 GlasgowCentral
to London Eustonwas held at

signals near the River Petteril.
TheTransPennine Express
13.00 EdinburghWaverley to
Manchester Airport was held at
Carlisle station. The AvantiWest
Coast 10.38 GlasgowCentral to
London Eustonwas cancelled.
Services hadnotbeen
restored fully at Carlisle by
20.00.TheTransPennine Express
18.04ManchesterAirport to
EdinburghWaverley terminated
at Carlisle platform3and
passengers headingnorthhad
to transfer toplatform1where
the18.12 EdinburghWaverley
toManchesterAirport service
hadbeen terminatedat Carlisle.
The train at platform3now
formed the20.23Carlisle to
ManchesterAirport service
which arrived atOxenholme
twominutes late at 21.10.

LNER
Disruption hit the ECML on
Monday, October 16, when
at around 13.00 on Doncaster
station it was announced that
there were signalling problems
between Huntingdon and
Peterborough, and trains
would be subject to delay.
The 1A29/12.47 to King’s
Crosswith No. 800113was
held at platform 3A.The train
had started at Leeds as there
was no train crew to start it as
booked fromHarrogate.
Next to arrivewas 1A30with
Class 91No. 91109 from Leeds
which formed the 13.19 to

King’s Cross. This was held at
platform 1.
The 1A94 fromHull which
forms the 13.25 to King’s
Cross arrived on platform 3B
at around 13.50 and it was
announced that all passengers
affected on the three trains, as
well as those that had arrived
since, could choose to continue
their journey via Sheffield.
It was also announced that

1A94 fromHull would be going
no further and 1A31/13.47
to King’s Crosswas also
cancelled. Amassmigration
then took place from the 23
coaches on platforms 1 and
3 as passengers and luggage
headed to platform 4 to try
and board the five-coach
CrossCountryVoyagerwhich
would take them to Sheffield.
Between 13.00 and 19.00,
25 trainswere subsequently
cancelled either going to
or from London. Of the
aforementioned services, the
1A30 departed at 14.34, 75
minutes late, arriving at King’s
Cross at 16.48, 110minutes late.
The 1A29 departed at 14.36,
109minutes late arriving King’s
Cross at 17.00 150minutes late.
The following information
was taken from theNetwork
Rail website:“Teams have been
informed byNetwork Rail of
a number of incidents earlier
today betweenHuntingdon
and Peterborough. Services
may be cancelled or altered

at short notice. Please check
before leaving to start your
journey today.
“All lines have reopened
following a number of
incidents betweenHuntingdon
and Peterborough.Trainsmay
still be severely delayed by
up to 45minutes or cancelled.
Major disruption is expected
until 21.00.”

GreatWestern Railway
During a visit toWest Ealing
station on Saturday, October
14, evidencewas seen of
preparations for running
battery trains on the Greenford
Loop. Two short sections were
noted on the track beside
platform 5where three short
lengths of rail, divided by
insulating boards, were in
place between the running
rails. The two short sections
were about a carriage length
apart.
OnOctober 18, the

1C55/06.00 Paddington to
Penzanceworked by Class 802
No. 802102was stuck by an
‘exceptional’wave and coasted
to a stand atTeignmouthDown
platform.With the down line
blocked by the failed Class 802,
all traffic after 09.10was being
worked via the reversible line.

ScotRail
A forecast of heavy rain and
the yellowweather warning in
place on October 27 resulted
in speed restrictions being
imposed. Direct services
between the Central Belt to
Aberdeen and Inverness did
not run.
Passengers travelling
between Edinburgh or
Glasgow andAberdeen/
Inverness needed to change at
Perth, for travel to Inverness, or
Dundee for travel to Aberdeen.
A shuttle train service ran
between Inverness and Perth
calling at all stations butwas
subject to delay due to the
imposed speed restrictions.
At 16.39 on the afternoon of
Thursday, November 2, Scottish
Power Networks alerted its
customers of an unplanned
power outage affecting parts
of Edinburgh.Very shortly
afterwards it was reported that
all trainmovementswhich
operated to or via Edinburgh
Waverleywere at a standstill
due to a power cut.
It would appear thatwith the
exception of the 2G38/16.00
Cowdenbeath to Edinburgh,
and the 1S41/07.27 from
Plymouth, all trainswere
stopped in station platforms.
A check using RealTime
Trains showed no train
movements taking place from
the loss of the signalling until
the close of the ScotRail service.
By the followingmorning

signalling had been restored,
butwith stock out of position,
and the blanket speed
restrictions because of the
weatherwarning for heavy rain,
cancellations and short-formed
trainswere highly evident.

Transpennine Express
Following repairs at Brodies,
Kilmarnock Class 397
No. 397007was returned to
Longsight on November 3,
top-and-tailed by Class 37
Nos. 37608 and 37510.

First Hull Trains
OnNovember 8 the 07.53 Hull
Trains Beverley-King’s Cross
with No. 802303 sufferedwhat
seemed to be an electrical
systems failure whilst on the
up fast line nearWerrington.
The train came to a stand
betweenTallington and
Werrington. After a delay of
about 10minutes, it switched
to diesel power and arrived in
London 19minutes late.

Grand Central
On a visit to King’s Cross
station onMonday, October 2,
the 1D73/14.56 departure to
Bradford Interchangewas seen
alongside platform 2 formed
ofVoyager No. 221143, the
driving cars of which now
carry Grand Central livery. The
remaining cars have not been
reliveried, and viewed from
the footbridge it was clear
theVirgin red roof remains
throughout the train.
Also presentwas the
1N95/14.27 to Sunderland at
platform 4 formed of Class 180
No. 180101.

Transport forWales
A further delivery of new Class
756 units Nos. 756111+
756113+756112weremoved
fromDollandsMoor to Ripple
Lane by Class 92 No. 92015
and Class 66 No. 66001 on
October 24, with the Class 66
taking them through to Cardiff
overnight.
Class 153Nos. 153906+

153327were seenwhile
passing throughHeatonNorris
Junction onOctober 27,
making an interesting
appearancewith 1V46
Manchester Piccadilly to Cardiff
Central TfW service.

West Midlands Railway
Movements of the new Class
730 units reported include new
No. 730206 being delivered
to Oxley fromDerby behind
No. 37510 on October 13, after
which the Class 37 took
Nos. 730025+730034 from
Oxley to Doncaster Belmont.
This was followed by No.
730205 delivered to Oxley by
Class 37 No. 37611 on October
26, after which the Class 37
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Sleeping giants at a spotless Neville Hill depot, Leeds, onOctober 15, as LNER
electrics Nos. 91130 LordMayor ofNewcastle (left) and 91101 Flying Scotsman
(right) awaitmaintenance,while DVTNo. 82205 lurks in the background. Note the
buffers onNo. 91130 have been turned through 90degrees. RICHARDGENNIS

took No. 730023 fromOxley to
Doncaster Belmont.
The sameClass 37movedNos.

730031+730033 fromOxley to
Old Dalby onOctober 30.
NewNo. 730044 arrived at

Oxley behindNo. 37611 on
November 2. The following day
No. 37800movedNo. 730024
fromOxley to Doncaster
Belmont, followed by the Class
37 then takingNo. 730036 from
Belmont to GascoigneWood.
November 6 foundNo. 730027
being returned fromOxley to
Derby byNo. 37611.
In a highly unusualmove

onOctober 15, Class 08No.
08805was towed fromSoho
toNemesis Rail, Burton-upon-
Trent by Class 47No. 47815.

MerseyRail
Further new Class 777s have
been deliveredwith Nos.
777025+777027+777021
being taken north from
DollandsMoor toWembley on
November 1 by Class 66
No. 66065 before
RailAdventure Class 43 Nos.
43468+43480 and 43465+
43484 top-and-tailed the rake
fromWembley toWalton Old
Junction.
As new stock arrives, so the

Class 508s are sent for scrap
with Nos. 508112+508137
taken fromBirkenhead to Sims
Metals, Newport by Class 37
No. 37800 onNovember 6.

Chiltern Railways
The stock onWembley Light
Maintenance Depot was
noted from a passing train on
Monday, October 30. Amongst
themultiple units were Class
68 Nos. 68012, stabled on its
own, and 68013 PeterWreford-
Bush stabled on a rake of Mk.3
coaches.

London Overground
OnTuesday, October 17, Class
378 No. 378220was seen at
Kensington Olympia forming
the 2L47/16.22 from Clapham
Junction to Stratford carrying
ameasuring instrument
attached to the forward facing
lamp bracket.

Govia Thameslink
Railway
During the afternoon of
November 2, Class 700 No.
700102working 9J42/13.55
Horsham to Peterborough,
was involved in a de-wirement
just north of Huntingdon at
approximately 16.35), blocking
the down slow line. Behind
it was the 4E39whichwas
heavily delayed and arrived
at Peterborough 369minutes
late.With the slow line blocked,
a train-to-train rescue involved
AzumaNo. 800108 sent as
1Z99 from Peterborough.
Trafficwas stopped north and

south of Huntingdon to allow
the Azuma to reverse over

crossovers north of the station
and position next to
No. 700102.
Some LNER trainswere

diverted via Cambridge and
March, while all electric Lumo
serviceswere cancelled. Some
sets stuck south of Huntingdon
were able towork past the
stricken unit using their
emergency engines.
Delayswere very heavy, in

some cases in excess of four
hours. Most afternoon LNER
trains to Edinburgh terminated
short at Newcastle because
of the power failure on the
afternoon of November 2,
which completely disrupted
arrivals and departures at
EdinburghWaverley for around
seven hours. Therewere also
dozens of cancellations. The
failedThameslink unit was
not finally removed towards
Peterborough until 10.40 the
followingmorning.

Elizabeth Line
During a visit to Ealing
Broadway on Saturday,
October 14, Class 345 No.
345055was noted forming the
9R92/14.17 fromAbbeyWood
to Reading. The unit now
carries Every StoryMatters
livery on the driving cars.

c2c
The first day of operation in
regular service for the new

Class 720 trains is reported
to have beenWednesday,
September 27. From their
entry into service, a pair of
Class 720s Nos. 720609+
720610 has worked one
morning train fromThorpe
Bay to Fenchurch Street
and then one evening train
from Fenchurch Street to
Shoeburyness. Early in October
a second pair of Class 720s has
been allocated to onemorning
and one evening train. By the
end of October, all but 720608
had been reported in traffic.
A correspondent took a

ride on the newunits on
Tuesday, October 10, from
Pitsea to Shoeburyness
on the 1B80/17.16 from
London Fenchurch Street
to Shoeburynesswith
Nos. 720602+720604. At
Shoeburyness the pair were
then seen as empty stock 5S17
to Shoeburyness Carriage
ServicingDepot. A little later,
still at Shoeburyness Nos.
720609+720610were noted
arriving as the 1B86/17.43
from Fenchurch Street. Apart
from their livery and interior
colours there is little difference
between the Class 720 now in
use on c2c and their fellows on
Greater Anglia.
Both operators have the

trains configuredwith amix
of 2+2 and 2+3 seating, with a
very narrow aislewhere there

is 2+3 seating.They also share
the samepoorwindow to seat
alignment. In comparisonwith
the Class 357 used by c2c, the
Class 720 have firmer seats and
a livelier ride.

South Eastern Trains
Further units have been
moved away fromGillingham
toWorksop for storagewith
Nos. 465934+466030 being
towed by Class 37 No. 37884
on October 12, followed a
week later on October 19
with the class 47 taking
Nos. 466004+465915. A
change on October 26 had
No. 37800 used tomove Nos.
465917+466032.

Southern Railways
Weekend engineeringwork
on the BrightonMain Line
between Earlswood and Purley
saw the fast lines blockedwith
services diverted via Redhill
on October 14/15. This did
not prevent the Eastleigh
to Earlswood ballast trains
running along the SussexWest
coastway route. Class 66 Nos.
66709 Sorrento and 66850
DavidMaidmentOBE and Class
70 No. 70802were all noted
passing Ford on October 14.
The return trip for No. 70802
to Eastleighwas some 80
minutes late andwas diverted
from Redhill via Guildford
possiblymaking this the
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Taken with permission and from a position of safety, this shot at Goonbarrow Junction – the passing loop
on the Par to Newquay line – shows a GWR‘Castle’set with power cars Nos. 43189 LauncestonCastle and
43186 working the branch on November 13, deputising for DMU No. 150219 which had a warning horn
fault. The HST ran three round trips, and is pictured returning from Newquay at lunchtime, passing the
recently introduced JIA wagons for the Carne Point china clay service on the left. CRAIG MUNDAY

first Class 70 along the Surrey
Downs route.
Disruption to services on
Monday, October 16was
caused due to a points failure
within the depot at Brighton
resulting in short formations
and a few cancellationswith
units trapped in Brighton
Depot.
The 06.40 Littlehampton to
Londonwas formed of Class
377Nos. 377445+377119
instead of the booked 12.
Likewise, the 07.10
Littlehampton to London
was short formed of Nos
377441+377440.The 07.06
Littlehampton to Portsmouth
was formedwith No. 377123.
The 08.13 service to London
was cancelled as the stock
was trapped in the depot at
Brighton.
Further disruption followed
onTuesday, October 17, due to
defective track and signalling
issues in the ClaytonTunnel,
with services terminating short
of their destination, including
the 07.40 Littlehampton to
London terminating at Gatwick
Airport.
Additionally, onOctober 17,
therewas a Class 377 variation
on the Littlehampton to
Portsmouth and Bognor Regis
serviceswith unit No. 377450
running instead of a Class
377/3. However, it did not last
for long as No. 377317 became
available at Selhurst andwas
tripped to Littlehampton as
the 11.20 ECS (Empty Coaching
Stock)move. On arrival at
Littlehampton, it formed the
12.55 service to Portsmouth.
The problems continued on
Thursday, October 19when

signalling issues occurred in
the BalcombeTunnel area. All
services from Littlehampton
were terminated at Haywards
Heathwith passengers
changing for other services
heading towards London.
The terminations of the
Littlehampton services at
Haywards Heathmeant that
the services from London
bound for Littlehampton
were starting at Hayward’s
Heath. However, one train ran
throughout from London to
Littlehampton and thatwas
the 17.33 from London Bridge
formed of Nos. 387215+
387222which arrived in
Littlehampton some 20
minutes behind schedule.
The 14.46Victoria to
Littlehamptonwas in
trouble onOctober 25, at
Haywards Heath, with a fault
underneath the train formed
of Nos. 377121+377153which
needed fitters fromBrighton
to attend.The units were taken
out of service, resulting in the
16.42 ex-Littlehampton to
London and the 18.46 return
to Littlehampton all being
cancelled. Eventually the
18.46 to Littlehamptonwas
reinstatedwith Nos. 377109+
377127 as they became
available.
The East Coastway services
were strengthened due to
the Brighton &Hove home
game at Falmer and also
no access to themain line
due to engineeringwork
between Brighton andThree
Bridges onOctober 29. Units
utilisedwere Nos. 377143,
377210, 377309/11/19/28,
377405/10/27/36/37/47/55/75

and 378216/24.Meanwhile,
Brighton to London and
return serviceswere
diverted via Littlehampton
and the ArunValley Line
with the following noted at
Littlehampton: 377123/28,
377211, 377425/34/48/58/70,
387202/06/09/ 15/19/
21/23/26/27.
Serviceswere disrupted due
to a trespasser on the line at
Angmering onOctober 30,
with the 07.17 Portsmouth
Harbour to Brighton, formed
of No. 377458, diverting into
Littlehampton. Passengers
were detrained and had towait
for the 08.43 to Londonwhich
had a 15minute late start with
unit No. 377208.The 09.00
Brighton to Portsmouth started
from Littlehampton.
The opposite direction
saw the 08.16Victoria to
Littlehampton formedwith
Nos. 377127+377413 diverted
fromThree Bridges to run
nonstop via the ArunValley
Line due to signalling problems
at Preston Park. The 10.13
return to London ran via its
booked route via Hove.
Heavy rain in Sussex on
October 31 played havoc
with the Class 377s. The 05.11
Littlehampton toVictoria and
07.46 returnwas formed of
No. 377431 only, the other unit
No. 377104, was pulled from
servicewith a leaky cab.The
06.55 Bognor Regis toVictoria
with No. 377121was also taken
out of servicewith a leaky cab.
The portion fromPortsmouth
Harbourwith No. 377460
was terminated at Barnham
unit but continued in the
06.55 timings ex-Bognor

Regis also running as a single
unit. No. 377121was sent to
Littlehampton and combined
with No. 377104; the defective
pair put away into the sidings
to avoid blocking the station
with the running of other
services.
The 07.46 ex-Victoriawith No.
377431was combinedwith
Nos. 377104+377121 to form
the 09.50 ECSmove to Brighton
depot running as a 12-car‘377’
instead of eight.

SouthWestern Railway
Refurbished Class 458 No.
458425was returned to
Eastleigh top-and-tailed by
Class 50 Nos. 50007+50049 on
October 11.
Further deliveries of new
Class 701 units in recentweeks
includeNo. 701516 fromDerby
to Eastleigh onOctober 11,
hauled by Class 47No. 47727.
This was followed byNo.
701518 also behindNo. 47727,
onOctober 23. No. 701002was
moved south onOctober 27
behindNo. 47749. On
November 1, No. 701520made
the journey south hauled by
No. 47727.
Just as newdeliveries take
place, others are beingmoved
toMoD sites for secure storage
prior to entering traffic, with
No. 701506 being hauled
to Bicester by No. 47749 on
October 26with the Class 47
takingNo. 701513 there on
October 30. No.701021 joined
themat Bicester onNovember
2, hauled byNo. 47727.
A furthermove onNovember
9 found the Class 47 again
in use, this time, tomove
Nos. 701514+701505 from

Willesden to Bicester.
Observations at Romsey
on the afternoon of Saturday,
October 14, sawgeneral late
running and a signal failure.
At 12.07, Class 158No. 158880
on a service to Salisbury via
Chandler’s Ford, Eastleigh,
Southampton and Romsey
started sixminutes late at
12.13, calling nineminutes
late at Romsey at 13.01 and it
arrived nine late at Salisbury.
The signals at the southern
end of both platforms failed,
remaining red formuch of
the rest of the afternoon
with trains passing at danger
under the control of Eastleigh
signalmen.
Class 159No. 159006 on
the 13.07 Romsey to Salisbury
via Chandler’s Ford, Eastleigh,
Southampton and Romsey
again left 13minutes late at
13.20, calling at Romsey again
14 late at 14.05.
No. 158880 reappeared on
the 13.20 ex-Salisbury, arriving
at Romsey fourminutes late
and left nine late at 13.29.
It remained nine late via
Southampton and Eastleigh
and arrived 12minutes late at
Romsey at 14.15. This formed
the 14.07 to Salisbury via
Chandler’s Ford, Eastleigh,
Southampton and Romsey
again, butwas held to 14.40,
(33 late) andwas terminated
on arrival at Southampton
Central from Eastleigh 34
minutes late at 15.09.
Things began to improve
when the 14.19 (13.56
ex-Salisbury) to Southampton,
Eastleigh and Romsey, left only
threeminutes latewith
No. 158888 in charge.
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ROG No. 37611Denisehauled a rake of former CrossCountry Mk.3s from Barrow Hill
to GreatYarmouth carriage sidings on November 13, the 5L48/08.48 departure seen
passing Barrow upon Soar as GBRf’s No. 66717 heads away light engine. CHRIS MILNER

GBRf’s No. 69009, painted in green undercoat, is seen at Petts Wood Junction, South East
London, on October 24, hauling the 4Y19/12.24 Mountfield to Southampton Western
Docks gypsum empties. WILLIAM CLARK

Charter Trains
On Saturday, October 21, the
Pathfinder Railtours excursion
‘The Cumbrian Coastal Express’
top and tailed byWest Coast
Class 47 Nos. 47802 and 47812,
departed from Bristol Temple
Meads a couple ofminutes
late on its scheduled 05.34
departure heading to Carlisle.
All went well until it reached
Bromsgrovewhere the train
was halted by platform 2 at
07.11.
It transpired that Network

Rail workerswere on the
Blackwell Summit at the top
of the‘Lickey Incline’andwere
waiting for daylight before
they could inspect the track.
TheNetwork Rail website said
that the linewould not reopen
until 09.00, so everyone settled
down for a longwait. However,
at 07.21 the trainwas given
permission to proceed, which it
did, just nineminutes late.
At BromsgroveNorth

Junction the train crossed
over to the downGloucester
(not a bi-directional signalled
line and so an extremely
unusualmovement) and
then proceeded up the Lickey
‘wrong line’at a very slow
speed. At Barnt Green the
trainwas 19minutes behind
schedule as it took the first
facing crossover andwent via
the‘UpGloucester Slow’line
before crossing back to the up
Gloucester fast at Longbridge.
The tour thenwent as planned
and arrived in Carlisle just two
minutes down.
During the two-hour break,

the trainwas servicedwith
the Class 47s detached and
sent back light to Carnforth to
refuel so that theywould take
the train back south. In their
placewas SR‘Merchant Navy’
Pacific No. 35018 British India
Linewhichwould haul the train
around the Cumbrian coast.
The train departed on time
and in goodweathermade
its way out to and then along
the coast; the Isle ofMan

could be seen on the horizon.
It was 19minutes late leaving

Sellafield after stopping to take
onwater, but hadmade up
fiveminuteswhen it passed
Barrow-in-Furness. It was then
that the problemoccurred;
going up towards and across
Dalton Junction the loco ran
out of‘puff’and as therewas
no back-up diesel on the rear
of the train it came to a halt
just before Dalton (Cumbria)
station. The trainwas now
completely blocking the Up
Main and although a number
of down trains passed, all the
up trainswere either cancelled
or held at Barrow-in-Furness.
The two Class 47s then came

out as‘Thunderbirds’but
had to go towards Barrow-
in-Furness before they could
crossover and proceed back
towards the rear of the train.
Having arrived and coupled up,
they then put on full power to
push the train over the summit
andDalton (Cumbria) station
was passed 136minutes down.
At Carnforth the steam loco
was uncoupled and one of the
‘47s’(too dark to seewhich one)
then uncoupled from the rear
and ran round and coupled up
at the front. The train departed
fromCarnforth 161minutes
down.
No timewasmade up

as the train headed south
until it reached Bushbury
Junction, and instead of taking
the Grand Junction line as
scheduled, it was routed into
BirminghamNewStreet. It left
there 147minutes down and
as it was now so late therewas
no need to take the Ashchurch
Loop in order to allow a service
train to pass; this got back
another 18minutes.
Another problem then arose

because as the last scheduled
service train had left Bristol
Parkway at 23.23 (the charter
train had been scheduled to set
downpassengers and depart
at 22.55), GWRhad closed
the station and so the train

passed through at 00.45 and
finally arrived at Bristol Temple
Meads at 00.52, 102minutes
late. Therewas then a long
queue of taxis waiting to take
the passengers, stewards and
catering staff back to Bristol
Parkway, while everyone else
headed to their hotels or home,
after what had been a very
long day.
Operated by RailAdventure,

the 125Group’sMidland
Venturer HST railtour on
October 28 ranwith Class 43
Nos. 43159 and 43089 top-and-
tailing six trailers as the
1Z43/07.50 Ilkeston to London
St Pancras and 1Z46/16.19
return.

DB Cargo
Observations at Eastleigh on
October 11 produced Class 66
No. 66143 4M71/09.51
SouthamptonWestern Docks
to Birch Coppice fully-loaded
intermodal, while No. 66200
worked through at 12.15 with
03.30Wakefield Europort
to SouthamptonWestern
Docks, returning later in the
afternoon at 16.15 with the
return 4E68 toWakefield
Europort. A pristine-red No.
66079 JamesNightall G.C. sped
through on the down fast in
charge of 4O39/12.57Morris
CowleyMAT to Southampton
Eastern Docks covered
car-wagons.
The onlyDBCargo scrap

working these days runs from
CardiffTidal to Sunderland and
back,withNo. 66061working
the diagramonOctober 12 and
again onOctober 17 and 19. A
change of power onOctober 24
foundNo. 66019work from
Cardiff to Sunderland and
through toTeesYardwith
No. 66032 returning the loaded
wagons to Cardiff. Further
changes onOctober 28 had
No. 66099work throughout,
withNo. 66152 onNovember 2.
Class 66No. 66061moved

Class 37No. 37703 from
Worksop toWestbury on

October 16, continuing the
following day to Paignton and
preservation on theDartmouth
SteamRailway.
Parcel units Nos. 325013+

325005+325015worked a
Shieldmuir to the newpostal
facility at Daventry on
October 17.
OnWednesday, October 18,

the 4M25/06.04Mossend to
Daventry fully loaded container
service, pulled by green liveried
DB Class 66No. 66004 coupled
in front of original liveried
No. 66174, passed through
Lancaster 119minutes late
at 14.08 having been earlier
delayed in Carlisle.
Class 60No. 60015was

observed hauling the
empty steel to Boston (6E01
Wolverhampton to Boston and
6E02Toton to Boston) and the
loaded steel fromBoston until
October 18.
TheHumber Refinery

to Kingsbury tankswere
disrupted by flooding in the
Midlands caused by Storm
Babet. 6E54 Kingsbury to
Humber Refinery empty tanks
was cancelled due to severe
flooding on Friday, October 20
and then ran as 6E68
onOctober 22, but via
Nottingham rather thanDerby,
which is the normal route for
this Sundayworking.
No trains ran onOctober 21.

Class 60No. 60040 The
Territorial ArmyCentenary
hauled 6E54 Kingsbury to
Humber Refinery empty
tanks fromOctober 27 to
November 6. It hauled 6M00,
the afternoonHumber Refinery
to Kingsbury loaded tanks, on
November 4, when 6M35 and
6E54were cancelled.
Class 60No. 60062 Soniawas

observed hauling the 6H02
Warrington Arpley toTunstead
hoppers throughActon Bridge
onOctober 31.

Freightliner
Freightliner has announced
the launch of 25 additional

weekly services. From
October 2, Freightliner is
running a new route from
Felixstowe to Daventry. A new
route from Southampton to
Cardiff was also introduced
on October 2. Other services
launched on October 2 include
Grangemouth to Daventry,
Southampton to Leeds,
Felixstowe toManchester,
Manchester to Birmingham,
Birmingham to London
Gateway and Birmingham to
Felixstowe.
The only freight seen through

Luton onOctober 2was
Class 66No. 66623 on the
emptyTarmac tanks fromWest
Thurrock toTunstead.
Noted at Eastleigh on

October 11, Class 66No.
66591working 6V62/13.21
SouthamptonUpYard to
Whatley Quarry empty box
wagon consist through
platform 1, followed by
No. 66570 on 4S59/14.57
SouthamptonMCT to
Coatbridge FLT intermodal.
Later in the afternoon, a
double-headed Class 70
Nos. 70015 and 70008 (DIT)
were in charge of 4O35/09.55
Crewe Basford Hall to
SouthamptonMCT.
Class 66No. 66526 has been

exported to Poland, being
hauled from LeedsMidland
Road to ImminghamDocks by
No. 66413 onOctober 24.
Class 66No. 66501was noted

running light engine from
Eastleigh viaWorthing and the
BrightonMain Line onOctober
30 and 31, in use as a route
refresher from Southampton to
Crawley NewYard as a freight
service is to start in December
fromWestbury to Crawley
NewYard to run via Salisbury,
Fareham, Chichester,Worthing,
Hove and the BrightonMain
Line.
It is assumed this will replace

theMerehead to Chichester
yard service. If this is the
case, it will be the first freight
service for over 20 years
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since the SussexThunderer,
which ran fromWestbury to
Ardingly,mainly hauled by
Class 56 locomotiveswith the
occasional Class 33s and 47s.

DRS
Class 68s Nos. 68003+68033
pulled a single white FNA flask
from Sellafield as 6K73/08.23
via Ulverston to Crewe on the
morning of October 21.
Class 68No. 68018 Vigilant

and Class 88No. 88007 Electra
(pantograph down) pulled four
white FNA flasks on Saturday,
October 28, from Sellafield as
6K73/08.27 via Ulverston to
Crewe.
TP liveried Class 68No. 68020

Reliance ran light onTuesday,
October 31 on 0Z20/12.23 from
Crewe to Carlisle.

GBRF
Reports from the Harwich
area include on October 4
Class 66 No. 66799 Modern
Railways Diamond Jubilee was
dispatched from Peterborough
MPD towork 6P41 empty
tanks fromHarwich Refinery
to NorthWalsham, with a
return loaded trip occurring
the following day. Aweek
later, on October 11, it was
the turn of No. 66711 Sence
to be allocated, with again
the loaded set returning the
next day.
The nextweek, however,

saw a doubleworking for
the tank train – the first on
Monday, October 16, when
ex-DRS Class 66No. 66303 ran
to NorthWalsham, returning
on the 17th, followed by a
repeatwith the same loco on
October 18/19. The‘66’then
ran back to Peterborough later
in the evening on the 19th
under the normal light engine
0E06movement. That double
trip in theweekwas followed
by a run-lessweek onOctober
23-28.
It was no surprise onMonday,

October 30, to see No. 66748
West Burton 50 arrive from
PeterboroughMPD as the 0L23
to prepare the empty tank
consist to leave on the normal
6P41 diagram to theNorfolk
terminal, returning the loaded
set the following day before
embarking on another repeat
onNovember 1 and 2 and then
taking the normal 0E06 back
to PeterboroughMPD in the
evening.
Weekend stopovers into

Harwich ParkestonQuay yard
onOctober 7 featuredNo.
66703Doncaster PSB 1981-2002
on 4R08 from Felixstowe at an
early 07.00 andNo. 66758 The
Paviorwith 4L03 (ex-Doncaster)
arriving two hours late at 15.20
after delays at Peterborough.
Their departures onMonday,
October 9, constituted

No. 66758working 4Y66 round
to Felixstowe at 11.02, while
No. 66703 nowdepartedwith
4M22 bound forTrafford Park
via LondonNorthOrbital route.
October 14 sawNo. 66780

The Cemex Express arrivewith
4L43 (ex-Doncaster i-Port)
intermodal and later in the day
No. 66701 brought 4L28 round
from Felixstowe and a similar
switch around occurredwith
the latter taking 4Y66 round to
Felixstowe at 10.06with
No. 66780 taking 4M22 to
Trafford Park onOctober 16.
It was No. 66715 Valour on
4L43 (ex-Peterborough) and
No. 66749 Christopher Hopcroft
MBE 60 Years Railway Service
coming round from Felixstowe
with 4A28 onOctober 21. Their
departures onOctober 23were
unusual againwith No. 66749
taking 4M22 toTrafford Park
andNo. 66715waiting until
17.30 to leave for Doncaster
1-Port as 4Z43 – neither
working round to Felixstowe.
No. 66715 turned up again on

October 28, working 4L43 from
Doncaster i-Port andNo. 66780
on 4A28 from the Suffolk port
at 21.15. The switch happened
again onOctober 30, the
former hitched onto 4M22 for
Trafford Park leaving at 11.20
and the latter going back to
Felixstowewith 4Y66 at 09.15.
Unusually, onWednesday,

November 1, perhaps because
of the impending StormCiaran
predicted to havewinds in
excess of 80mph along the
exposed Essex/Suffolk coast,
No. 66701 arrived in Harwich
ParkestonQuay yard late
that eveningwith 4Z66 from
Felixstowe; the stormhaving
passed through andwinds
abating, No. 66701 left on
November 2 at 17.35with 4Z03
bound for Doncaster i-Port.
A trip to Eastleigh by a

correspondent onOctober 11
discovered Class 59No. 59003
YeomanHighlander in the East
Yard sidings, a fewdays after
release fromArlingtonDepot,
later taking a light engine
workout trip over and back
to Salisbury via the Romsey
branch in the early afternoon.
Class 66No. 66721Harry
Beckwas noted on 4046/03.10
Trafford Park to Southampton
Western Docks through
platform 3 at 09.45, and
later that afternoonworking
the return 4M46/15.00
SouthamptonWestern Docks
toTrafford Park.
No. 66725 Sunderland

worked over fromWestbury
light engine under 0V41
and proceeded towork into
ArlingtonDepot to remove
Rail MillingMachines Nos.
DR79601-04 and leave them
in EastYard sidings before
heading back toWestbury. The

4M19/11.50 Southampton
Western Docks to East
Midlands Gateway intermodal
with No. 66789 British Rail
1948-1997worked through
platform 1 at 12.40.
Scrap trains reported from

and to Liverpool include on
October 18No. 66797working
fromSmall Heath yard to
Swindonwhere the train is
loaded before returning to
Liverpool. The same diagram
onOctober 25was powered by
No. 66719.Two days later, No.
66719worked a Liverpool-EMR
Kingsbury-Liverpool diagram.
The same locowas again
reported onNovember 3
on the Liverpool-Swindon-
Liverpool circuit. A change on
November 8 foundNo. 66797
on a Liverpool-Kingsbury-
Liverpool diagram.
MoD traffic reported includes

Class 66No. 66791working
fromMarchwood to Kineton
and through to Longtown
onOctober 23, returning to
Kineton the following day. It
was out again onOctober 31
working fromDonnington
toMarchwood and then to
SouthamptonWestern Docks.
Class 69No. 69009was

seen passing Barnes station
onTuesday, October 24, at
the head of the 4Y19 from
Mountfield Sidings to
SouthamptonWestern Docks.
The next day, it was seen
passing Staines station on the
6Y48 from Eastleigh EastYard
to Hoo Junction UpYard.
Class 66No. 66302was seen

at HeatonNorris Junction
working 6H56 Salford Hope
Street-Peak Forest Empty
Cemex stone hoppers on
October 27.
The daytimeHamsHall (4S57)

toMossend container service
was, onMonday, October 30,
double-headed by Class 66s
Nos. 66744+66766 pulling a
train of just three containers.
On the following dayNo.66744
single-handedlyworked this
same servicewhich comprised
of four containers.

Colas Rail
Class 70 No. 70808 hauled 30
tanks through Nottingham
on 6M57 Lindsey Refinery to
Kingsbury on Sunday, October
8. The train was delayed 212
minutes at Branston Junction
andwas 257minutes late at
Kingsbury Oil Sidings. The
Class 70was left at the south
end of Kingsbury sidings and
was rescued late afternoon
on October 10. The Lindsey
Refinery to Kingsbury tanks
were disrupted by the flooding
in theMidlands caused by
Storm Babet: the 6M57 Lindsey
Refinery to Kingsbury loaded
tanks was stranded at Elford
loop fromOctober 20-23.
Not long out from repair,

Class 70No. 70802worked into
Eastleigh EastYard fromOxford
Hinksey Sidings onOctober 11,
where it parked up before
taking a return trip back to
Oxfordwith DB Cargo Class 66
No. 66012.
Class 37No. 37175was

seen passing throughHeaton
Chapel onOctober 27, working
test train stock back to Derby
RTC via the HopeValley Line.
Observed at Hellifield during

themorning of November 3,
was Class 56No. 56078 and the
log train being loaded prior to
leaving for Chirk.

West Coast Railway Co.
WCR Class 47s Nos.47813+
47815 top-and-tailed a short
ECS set consisting of Nos.
21269+80041+6042+9507
onTuesday, October 17, from
BurtonWetmore Sidings
(5Z47/11.07) to Carnforth.
The 5Z53/09.10TomNa

Faire depot (FortWilliam) to
Carnforth Steamtownwas
observed passingThankerton
onMonday, October 30,
formed of‘Black Fives’
Nos. 44871 and 45407 The
Lancashire Fusilier and nine
coaches.
OnNovember 2, Class 37

Nos. 37516 and 37668were
observed passingThankerton
hauling the second set of stock
from FortWilliam to Carnforth,
running as 5Z68/08.30.

DC Rail
Class 56 No. 56091 Driver
Wayne Gaskell double-heading
with No. 56301were seen and
heard as they roared through
Wandsworth Common station
onTuesday, October 3 at
the headof the 6O15 from
WillesdenDCRail sidings to
Chessington South.
Class 60No. 60046William
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DBCargo Class 66No. 66100Armistice 100 is neatly captured onArmisticeDay
(November 11) as it crosses the Royal Border Bridge, Berwick-upon-Tweed,with
the 4E98/08.50Mossend Euroterminal toTeesDock intermodalworking. PAUL BIGGS

Wilberforce hauled 18 box
wagons of stone from
Chaddesden to Brandon
(6Z28) as far asMarchUp
Refuge Siding onOctober 6,
where it was cancelled due to
a locomotive failure, thought
to be a freight train already
at Brandon. A train ran from
MarchUp Refuge Siding to
BarringtonUnloading Pad
(6Z39) onOctober 9 and 60046
hauled 18 empty boxwagons
fromBarringtonUnloading
Pad to Chaddesden (6Z41) later
that day.
Class 60No. 60055 Thomas

Barnado took over from
No. 60046WilliamWilberforce
on theChaddesden, Peak Forest
Cemex, Brandon, King’s Lynn,
MiddletonTowers, Ravenhead,
Chaddesden circuit onOctober
10.The trains of 18 boxwagons
convey stone fromPeak
Forest to Brandon, sometimes
direct and sometimes via
Chaddesden, and sand
fromMiddletonTowers to
Ravenhead.
TheMiddletonTowers to

Ravenhead loaded sand
train (6M89) normally runs
on Saturdays. On Saturday,
October 14, 21 and 28 it
ran only to King’s Lynn, and
continued to Ravenheadon the
Monday orTuesday.
Class 56No. 56301 in

Fastline livery hauled the
ActonYard to Burton-upon-
TrentMaurice Hill spoil train
and the Burton-upon-Trent
Maurice Hill to Chaddesden
train onOctober 18. Class 56

No. 56301was seen arriving at
Reading light engine running
as 0Z60 fromActonMain Line
to Reading onWednesday,
October 25. After a short pause
by platform 12, it returned
towards London, now running
as 0Z61 fromReading to
WillesdenDC Rail Sidings.
These light enginemoves are

reported to have been for the
purposes of route learning and
are hopefully indicative of DC
Rail winningmorework on the
GreatWesternMain Line.
Following a lengthy

engineering occupation
betweenAylesbury and Princes
Risborough, on the first day
the line reopened,Monday,
October 30, the 6Z22 from
Quainton Railhead toWillesden
DC Rail sidingswas seen
passingWest Ruislip station
top-and-tailed by Class 56
No. 56091 and Class 60
No. 60046.

EastleighWorks
Cutting of the Class 313swas
completedonOctober 17when
vehicle No. 62604 fromunit
No. 313212was dispatched.
Before this, units Nos. 313208,
313206 and 313215hadbeen
cut by Raxstar. Just unit
No. 313201 remained
intact andwas then sold
for preservation to the 400
Series PreservationGroup.
It is planned itwill remain
at EastleighWorks for the
foreseeable future.
Other news from the site

includedHSTpower car

No. 43049 repainted inMidland
Pullmanblue andwhite livery.
Also repainted isMk.1No. 3140
into BR carmine and cream.
Arriving at Eastleigh on

October 18was Class 317
No. 317506 fromEly hauled by
Class 37No. 37884.
A rake of three coachesNos.

5919+6046+6173weremoved
to Eastleigh fromERSGreat
Yarmouth onOctober 31 by
Class 37No. 37521.
OnNovember 2, Class 37

No. 37667delivered coaches
Nos. 10212+44078+41182
fromCrewe, returning to
Crewe the next daywithNos.
37521+41162+3140+43049.

Great Yarmouth
GreatYarmouth has become
a centre of attraction in recent
weeks asHSTs have been sent
there for dispatch by sea to
overseas destinations.The
power cars and coaches
arrive by road and are placed
in the carriage sidings before
being taken the short distance
by road to the docks for
loading on ships for onward
movement.
Following the dispatch of the

first ship toMexico in August,
further stock has arrivedwith
the following reported, on
October 4 power cars Nos.
43040+43172 took
Nos. 48140+48141+48142+
49114 fromSt Philip’sMarsh to
Yarmouth.
OnOctober 13, No. 43008

wasmovedby roaddirect to
the docks fromLaira.Three

days later Nos. 43184+43304
arrived fromNeville Hill. Also,
onOctober 16, a rake formed:
43239+41026+42051+42379+
41035+42037+42342+43366
arrived fromEly.
The next reportedmove

followedonOctober 30with
the following also arriving from
Ely: 43007+42038+42053+
42017+44012+42052+
42380+43378.Two further
vehicles arrivedby road
fromElywithNo. 42036
onNovember 2 and 44017
reportedly the next day.
By November 5, 11 power

cars and 11 coaches had been
loaded onboard the Panthera J
which set sail at 21.15
reportedly bound for Nigeria
– see stock update for lists.
Further stock continues to
arrivewith RailAdventure
power cars Nos. 43468+43480
top-and-tailing Nos. 40750+
42585+41087 from Ely on
November 7.

Loram
Observed at King’s Cross
onMonday, October 2,was
the 1Q18, fromDarlington
Up Sorting Sidings formed
of Class 43Nos. 43251 and
43274 top-and-tailingNos.
72612+975091+72631+6263.
After around 10minutes at
King’s Cross the train left for
Cambridge.
OnMonday, October 30, the

1Q06 fromDarlington formed
ofNos. 43272+977984+
975814+977993+977994+
975984+43277was seen at

King’s Cross, departing as
1Q07/14.23 to Cambridge.
Ex-EMRClass 153No. 153385,

Video InspectionUnit No. 3,
was noted throughHarwich
International on the afternoon
ofOctober 31, running under
as 2Q30/11.08 Cambridge LHS
toNorwichGoodsYard that
encompassed Ipswich and
theHarwich branchdown to
HarwichTown.
OnTuesday, October 10,

the 1Q95 fromFermePark
Reception to Ripple Lane
West sorting sidingswas seen
passing platform4 at Pitsea
station, top-and-tailed by
Class 37Nos. 37099+37421.
Inspection saloonNo. 975025

Carolinewas seen onTuesday,
October 17, beingpropelled
intoWaterloo station by Class
37No. 37418AnComunn
Gaidhealach as the 2Z05/14.46
fromBasingstoke. A little later
No. 37418was seenhauling
Caroline throughKensington
Olympia station, now running
as empty stock 5Z03/16.10
fromLondonWaterloo to
Ferme Park Reception.

Our thanks
THE RailwayMagazine’s
thanks for information go to:
Paul Atkinson, Roger Bartlett,
John de Boer, Gene Collins,
Adrian Gray, Geoff Griffiths,
Barry Knock, SeanMorris,
RichardMoxon, Richard
Murray, Roger Phillips, Mark
Reynolds, R.D. Richardson,
David Smith, CraigWellum
and ChrisWest.■
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Work continues on refencing and clearing the Foynes line of all
vegetation within the railway boundary.With all track now removed,
Sisk contractors are seen at Clonshire, near Adare, preparing the
trackbed for the installation of the signalling and cabling ducts and
track laying.The wooden fencing to the right is horse fencing and the
orange flexi piping is for diverting the fibre optic cable which was
laid in the line in the late 1990s.Track laying is due to start in January.
HASSARD STACPOOLE

VEG-POWERALLOWSCARBONNEUTRAL FREIGHT: 201 Class loco No.
218 is undergoing trials to use HydrotreatedVegetable Oil (HVO) instead of diesel fuel as part of Iarnród Eireann’s strategy to
become carbon zero. On November 7 it worked its first freight services since conversion and is seen north of Foxford on the
Ballina branch working the Dublin NorthWall to Ballina liner.NOEL ENRIGHT

WEEKENDTOUR:
The Railway Preservation Society
of Ireland operated a two-day
‘Liffey Leesider’diesel tour to
Cork via Clonmel and Limerick
over the weekend of October
21/22. On the Sunday, the return
leg operated to Cobh but did
not go to Midleton because
of flooding. It ran to Killarney
instead before returning to
Dublin Connolly via Dundalk.
On October 21, No. 083 is seen
passing Holycross south ofThurles
on its way to Clonmel via Limerick
Junction, before heading to Cork
via Limerick. STEPHEN KING

Foynes takes shape
Track laying is scheduled to get underway in the new
year as the Foynes line rebuild continues to progress.

TRACK layingon theFoynesRail
Project is due to start in January,
an IarnródÉireannspokesman
confirmed toTheRM. He said
that all trackon the42km-long
linehadbeen removedwith
the redundant sleepersbeing
sent toSweden. Inaddition,
the first 2.4kmof trackof the
mothballedCementFactory
branch toCastlemungretwhich
runsparallel to theFoynes line
hasbeen liftedbutwill also
be relaid.
Leadcontractor Siskhas

engageda specialist contractor
to install the track fromFoynes
towards Limerick.Thiswork
is expected tobegin inearly
January,with theaimtodeliver
1000metresofContinuously
WeldedRail (CWR)aweek,
completing track layingby the
endof2024.Trackwill beCWR
andweldedby IÉ’s newmobile
welder,witha tamperbeing
broughton site to tampthe
newly laid trackat a later stage.
Vegetation removalwithin

the railwayboundaries and

refencingcontinues. Substantial
clearancehadbeencompleted
betweenAdareandFoynesby
earlyNovember. It is expected
that the restof the line to
Limerickwill be totally cleared
by theendof theyear.

Boundaries
Acombinationof fencing
isbeing installed, including
16,000metresofpost andwire
fencingwith concreteposts and
1600metreswithwoodenposts.
In addition, twokilometresof
specialist horse fencinghas
been installednear stud farms–
while twokilometresofpalisade
fencinghasbeenputupon the
approaches toLimerickCity
andFoynes.
Newdrainage isbeing

installedwhere requiredand
despite recenthigh rainfall,
the route’s existingdrainage
hasbeen found tobe ingood
condition. Part of thework
includes rerouting the fibre
optic cable installedon the
linebetweenLimerick and

Ballingrane in the late1990s.
By theendofOctober, the

installationof the signalling
andcablingduct routeson
both sidesof the trackbedhad
started. Ballast andaggregates,
pipingcontinues tobedelivered
toall lineside compounds.With
24,000concrete sleepers from
Germanyalreadydelivered
anddistributed tocompounds
along the line inadvanceof
track laying, a thirddelivery
of sleepers arrivedby shipat
FoynesonOctober23.
The liftingoutof all five

structureswhichneed to
be replacedor removed
for refurbishmenthasbeen
completed.The three spanDeel
viaduct (UBF (LB) 7)was lifted
outofplaceonSeptember6
for assessmentand repair on
site.Adare’s three spanMaigue
viaduct (UBF (LB) 18)was lifted
outover September13/14and
moved toacompoundnearby.
Both structureswill be

repairedand reinstated.A
planningapplicationas

submitted to raise theRiver
Maiguebridgebyametre to
mitigate future floodevents is
currently subjectof aplanning
appeal toAnBordPleanála.

Construction
Piling for thenewabutments
atRobertstownviaduct (UB
(BF) 18)was completedby late
October andworkonbuilding
theabutments for thenew
structure started.Thenew45m
single truss steel bridge isbeing
manufacturedandwill be taken
onsite, assembledand jacked

intoplaceearly in2024.
Sightings for the final

signallingdesign for level
crossings, includingapassing
loopatAdare, havebeen
undertakenandarebeing
finalised for final sign-off and
fundingconfirmation.A run-
around loop is set tobe installed
between thePort Level crossing
and the former stationareaand
will includeadiamondcrossover
halfway, allowing trains tobe
split and shuntedwith theold
coal andoil loadingareaused
initially for loadingof trains.

Green light given for
Midleton doubling
as work starts on
extra platform
ANBordPleanála approved the railwayorder
toallow the10kmGlounthane toMidleton line
tobedouble tracked throughout.Theorder
grantedonOctober26gives IarnródEireann
powers todouble sevenkilometresof single
track linewhich reopened in July2009, close
one level crossingandwiden the Owenacurra
river overbridgeoutsideMidleton station,
aswell as trackandsignallingalternations.
Work isdue to start in thenewyear andwhen
completedwill allowa10-minute frequency
tobe introducedaspart of theCorkArea
CommuterRail programme.
Aspart of thisprogramme, construction

startedonOctober23atCorkKent stationon
deliveringanextraplatformwhichwill increase
capacity at and facilitate the through-running
of commuter servicesbetweenMallowand
Midleton/Cobh.Theexistingplatform5will have
a220-metre long, six-metrewide, double-sided
extensionbuiltwhichwill enable thecreationof
anewplatform6.Aspart of theenablingworks
for thenewplatformthe former1925GSRsignal
cabinwasdemolishedonNovember4.Thework
also sees the reinstatementof theeasternaccess
to theexistingunderpass, and the installationof
canopieson thenewplatform.
JimMeade, IÉ chief executive, said:“This is a

hugely significantmilestone for theexpansion
ofCork rail services, and I congratulateour
project teams forbringingus to thebeginning
of construction.”
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Oneof the oldest diesel locos in passenger service, GEU18CdesignNo. CC201 77 05 (right), dating from
1977,waits at the small station of GedanganonMay 14with a suburban train heading into Surabaya,while
an express train fromMalangheadedby 2013-built GE CM20EMPdesignNo. CC206 13 47 (left) rushes past.
MARKTORKINGTON

Repainted in the livery itwas delivered in back in 1983, GEU18C
designNo. CC201 83 31pauses at Cebuwith a local express train from
Semarang to Surabaya onMay 13.MARKTORKINGTON

STEAMSPECTACULARATBENEŠOV: The now regular international steamanddiesel gathering in Benešov
in the Czech Republic inmid-September sawmultiplemain line specials including several fromneighbouring countries.Visiting locos also
worked local trains during the event. Austrian Railways (ÖBB) 2-6-4No. 310.23, dating from1911, departs Kácovwith the 12.15 Zruč nad
Sázavou - Benešov service on September 16. DONALDTAGGART

PRE-ORDER
TODAY!
➜ VISIT MRTNS.UK/
PRE-ORDER-RM
Save on a trip to the shops!

SIDELINES
Chinese locos for
Kazakhstan
KAZAKHSTAN Railways (KTZ)
has agreed a contract with
Chinese rail engineering
company CRRC for up to
200 newmainline and
shunting locomotives plus
support services. CRRC has
promised to invest $200
million in a new rolling stock
engineering plant. KTZ has
previously bought rolling
stock from CRRC but most
of its latest locos have come
from Alstom andWabtec.

Indonesiaopens firsthigh-speed line
Track laying only began in April
2022 and the linewas fully
operational within 18months.

THE Indonesiancapital Jakarta
is nowconnectedwith thecity
ofBandungbya142.3km(88
miles) long350km/h (217mph)
high-speed linewhichwas
openedby IndonesianPresident
JokoWidodoonOctober2.

BrandedasWhoosh, services
on thenew line, the first of its
kind toopen in the southern
hemisphere,will beoperated
bya fleetof 12new350km/h
EMUsbuilt inChinabyCRRC.
A joint ventureof Indonesian
andChinese state-owned
companies calledPTKereta
Cepat IndonesiaChina (KCIC)
operates the trains.
Theeight-carCR400AFYawan

high-speedEMUshave seats for
600passengers.Thenew line,
which is electrifiedat27.5kVAC,
serves a combinedpopulation
ofmore than45millionpeople
(the Jakarta conurbation
has34millionpeopleand
Bandungaround11million).
KCIC isplanning tooperate34
trainpairsdailywithmultiple
departuresperhour.Thereare
two intermediate stations in
addition to termini atbothends.
The linewas fundedby

both the Indonesianand
Chinesegovernments and
built byChinese construction
companies.Aswell as trains,

the lineuses signallingand
communication systems
supplied fromChina.
Constructionwasdelayedby
disputesover cost increases
– theprojectwasevenbriefly
cancelled, only tobe restarted–
and the impactof theCovid-19
pandemic leading to the
lineopening several years
later thanoriginallyplanned.
However, constructionwasat
an impressive ratewhen these
difficultieshadbeenovercome.
Track layingonlybegan inApril
2022and the linewas fully
operationalwithin18months
of this.

Diesel locoselsewhere
Plans toextend thenewhigh-
speed lineeast toSurabayaat
theeasternendof the islandof
Javawereoriginallydeveloped
but thesehavenowbeen
cancelleddue to the forecast
cost.Unlike thenewstandard
gaugehigh-speed line,most
other railways in Indonesia are
1067mmgaugeandoperated
byKeretaApi Indonesia (KAI).
KAIoperatesdiesel-hauled long
distanceand regional services.
Services eastof Jakarta

connect thecapitalwith
Surabayaby twomain line
routes.Trains arehauledbya

mixtureofdiesel locos–most
areGeneral Electricbuilt either
in theUSAorwith local partners
in Indonesia since the1970s.
Theprincipal loco typesareGE
U18CoperatingasKAIClass
CC201 (built 1977-91) and three
classesof full-width cabdesign
locosdeliveredasClassesCC203,
CC204andCC206delivered
between1995and2016.
KAIoriginallydieselised its

fleet in the1950sand60swith
several EMDexportdesigns
andAlcoengined‘Shovelnose’
locos.Thesearenowwithdrawn
frompassengeruse.There
arealsomoremodernEMD
dieselsmainlyused for freight;
theolder typeClassCC202are
EMDtypeG26 (G26MC-2U) and

werebuilt in London,Ontario
between1986and2002.The
moremodernEMDdesign is the

ClassCC205or EMDGT38Ace
delivered frombothCanada
and theUSA in2011-2021.
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Daysbefore its successful engine test, SPNo. 9010 is seen inside the
workshopat theNileCanyonRailwayonAugust19. KEITH FENDER

Ferrocarriles Argentinos BaldwinNo. 5037 seen at Plaza Constitución
on September 23. DARIO SAIDMAN

The tour train hauled by two ONCF EMD GT26 design diesels led by No. DH411 with No. DH367
seen at Tendrara on October 5 which is the highest point on the Moroccan rail network at 1350m
asl and famous as the location where James Bond went by train in the movie Spectre. ANDY DAVIS

Branch Line Society tours the Sahara desert
UK-BASEDgroup theBranch
LineSociety rana special train
inMorocco inOctober, the
first the societyhasever run in
Africa.Highlightof the two-day
tourwasa tripon the line into
theSaharaDesert toBouárfa,
althoughplans tovisit another
longbranch line to Jerada,

closed topassengers since the
1960s,were cancelled theday
beforebyMoroccanRailways
(ONCF)which ran the train.
The line into theSahara

Desert toBouárfa formedpart
of theplannedTrans-Saharan
Railway. Planshadbeendrawn
up inFrance in the1920sand

in1941 theVichygovernment,
alliedwithGermany,decided
tobuild the linewhichwas
destined toend inBamako in
present-dayMali, fromwhere
trains coulduseanexisting line
toDakaron theAtlantic coast
ofwhat is nowSenegal.The
linewasnever completedbut

had reachedBouárfa around
290kmsouth fromthe junction
with theFes toOujda line in
Morocco in1931andwas then
extendedsouthon toBéchar in
Algeria, opening in1942.
Muchof thewartime

constructionwasdone
by forced labour.A90km

extension further south to
Abadlaopened in1948butby
1962 traffic hadceased south
ofBouárfa and the fact that
by themid-1960sMorocco
andAlgeriawere separate
independent countries ended
theprospects for further
development.

UniqueUS diesel hydraulic runs again
FOR the first time indecades
the sole survivingGerman-
builtdieselhydraulic locobuilt
for use in theUSbySouthern
Pacific (SP)was firedup in late
August.The loco, ex-Southern
PacificNo. 9010, hasbeen
under restoration at theNiles
CanyonRailway inCalifornia
since2008.
Parts havebeen sourced

fromall over theworld,
including theDieselTraction
Group in theUK.TheSP
locoswerepoweredby the
Maybachengines asused
in the variousBRWRdiesel
hydraulic designs.No. 9010

onlyhasoneworking2000hp
MaybachMD870engine (as
usedat a lowerpower rating
byBRClass 35‘Hymek’locos)
but thatwill be sufficient for
operation in the future.
After six prototypes

weredelivered fromKrauss
Maffei inMunich (nowadays
Siemensowns theMunich
Allach factory) in 1961– three
to SPand three toDenver&
RioGrandeWestern (later
boughtbySP) a further 15
production typeML4000
locoswerebuilt in 1964 for
SP.No. 9010 is oneof these
production locos and the sole

survivor. SPwanted touse
diesel hydraulic locos as they
offeredmuchmorepower
(two2000hpMD870engines
per loco) than contemporary
NorthAmerican locos and
usingdirect gearingdid
nothave tractionmotors.
However, operating
experience soon showed they
weremuchmoreexpensive
tomaintain andafter just five
years allwerewithdrawn.
No. 9010 waswithdrawn in

September 1968and survived
as a camera-equipped trailer
used to capturedriver training
films.Whenbuilt, the locos
featured cast bogies and
theseweremade in England
asKraussMaffei didnothave
aGerman supplierwhich
couldproduce them (its locos
for European railwaysused
fabricatedbogies).
Many years later, thebogies

nowunderNo. 9010would
return toCalifornia via the
UK tooas theyhadbeen sold
bySPwhen the rest of the
locoswere scrappedanda
pair endedupunder a track
machineoperatedbyColas
in France.
When itwas scrapped,

thebogieswere shipped
via Southampton to
SanFrancisco.

‘Sharknose’ on themainline
THEonlyoperational Baldwin
‘Sharknose’loco inArgentina
visitedPlazaConstitución
station in central BuenosAires
onSeptember23aspart of
the city sponsoredmuseums
weekend.Unfortunately,
due toa lackof cab safety
equipment the loco,No. 5037,
had tobehauledbyanother
moremoderndiesel.The loco
ispreservedat thebiggest
railmuseum in thecity; the
Ferroclub located inpart of
theRemediosdeEscalada
workshops site in the southern
suburbs.TheFerroclubhopes
to return it tomain lineuse in
duecourse.
No. 5037wasbuilt byBaldwin

in theUSandwasoneof51
locosdelivered toArgentina’s
state railroadFerrocarriles
Argentinos in1953/54 (as
Baldwinworksnumbers75856-

75906), numbered5001 to5051
designatedasBaldwinmodel
RF615E.Thebodyworkon
theexport locovaried slightly
from‘Sharknose’designsbuilt
forUS railroads.The six-axle
locoswereequippedwithan
eight-cylinderBaldwin608-A
engineproducing1500hpand
sixWestinghousemodel 561-A
tractionmotors.
Theywereusedon

Argentina’sGeneral Roca
broadgauge (1676mmgauge)
network serving the southof
thecountryuntil theearly 1990s
when the last onewas retired;
by then the locoshadbeen
renumbered7001-7051.Three
have survived–No. 5037 is
operational and twoothers,Nos.
7044and7010, exist in storage
atornear theFerroclub sitewith
somecosmetic restorationwork
beingdone to locoNo. 7044.
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BySimonLilley

WITHOUTadoubt, this is oneof the
best locomotivehistorybooks I have
read in recent years.Thedepthof
researchandqualityofphotographs
(around250colour andblackand
white images in total) immediately
sets this apart frommanyothers and
upholds thekindof standards readers
ofOxfordPublishingCompany titles
(thesedayspart ofCrécyPublishing)
havecome toexpect.
The storybeginswith theBritish

TransportCommission’s requirement
for locomotivesof 2000horsepower
andabove, and theauthoruses
surviving recordsofmeetings togive
adetailedaccountof thediscussions
that tookplaceas the specifications
for the first 10machines (later tobe
knownasClass44s)were finalised,
before lookingat the follow-upClass
45and46orders.
Thereare chaptersonnamingsand

livery variations, technical issuesand
modifications.The story is completed
with sectionsondisposals and
preservation.
Tableshavebeenused to

advantage.Aswell asoffering
illustrationsandcomparisonswithin
thevarious chaptersonareas suchas
costs andequipment requirements,
thosewithin theappendicesgive the
reader‘at aglance’historiesof each
locomotive, aswell as technical and
refurbishmentdetails.
Howevermuchor little youalready

knowabout these three1Co-Co1
variantsof Sulzer-enginedType4s,
you should findplentywithin the240
pages to interest you. It is thekindof
book thatwould certainlybeworthy
of considerationasaChristmas
present for anymain linediesel fan.
GP
PublishedbyCrécyPublishing
www.crecy.co.uk
240pages, hardback. £27.50

ThePeaks:Classes44,45,46

HeritageRailways–West
SomersetRailway
ByIanColeby

THISnewbookcovers theWest
SomersetRailwayasaheritage
railway sinceBRclosed the
Taunton toMinehead line in
1971 (adetailedhistoryof the
lineup to1971waspreviously
produced in thepublisher’s
BranchLines series).
After abrief historical

overviewof the line’s closure
and reopening,plushowthe
WSR is run today, individual

chapters cover the railway in
detail. Eachcovers the track
layout, history inpreservation
andheritageoperationof
every station fromtheNorton
Fitzwarren junctionwith
NetworkRail through to
Minehead.
Well-illustratedwitha range

ofgoodpictures spanning
theperiod fromreopening in
1975-79 through to2023, the
book illustrates thewidevariety
ofmotivepowerusedover
the last 40years (someof it no
longer inuseon theWSR) and
concludeswithphotographs
of several commercial freight
operationsbymainline
companiesdelivering stone to
thearea in1997-2010.Highly
recommended.KF
PublishedbyMiddletonPress
www.middletonpress.co.uk
96pages, hardback. £18.95

Stanier’s Jubilees
ByPeterTuffrey

THEauthor’s latestbook focuses
exclusivelyon thenumerous

locomotivesof Stanier’s‘Jubilee’
classof 4-6-0express andmixed
traffic engines,whichentered
serviceon theLMS from1934.
Thebook is a feastof

high-qualityphotographs
recording thevariedworkand
duties these invaluable locos
performed rightupuntil the
finalwithdrawals fromBritish
Railways in1967. Fourof these
superb locomotives survive in
preservationand threeare in
useat thepresent time.
Theauthorhas included

more than200 images to
cover this 191-strongclassof
steam locomotives,mostly in
monochromebutwithnearly a
quarter inexcellentquality full
colour. Reproduction is first rate
and thephotographsarea really
decent size.
Thedetailedpicture captions

includeawealthof information
about the individual class
members and their very varied
workingson theLMS.West
Coast,MidlandMainLine,
Scottishandcross-country
activities are covered.
All in all, this is a valuable

photographic recordofone
of theoutstandingLMSsteam
designsof SirWilliamStanier.
Strongly recommended.RSS
PublishedbyGreatNorthern
Books
www.greatnorthernbooks.co.uk
160pages, hardback. £27.50

■Books,videosandother items
forpossible reviewshouldbesent
to:TheRailwayMagazine,Media
Centre,MortonWay,Horncastle
LincsLN96JR

Binders
High-qualitybinders to store
your copiesofTheRMare
available tobuy for just £11.99,
includingUKpostageand
packing (add£2.25 for Europe
and£4.75 for rest of theworld).
TOORDER:Seeourwebsite
at classicmagazines.co.uk/
category/BINDER;or call our
customer services teamon
01507529529; orwrite to
TheRailwayMagazineBinder

Offer,MortonsMediaGroup
Ltd,MediaCentre,Horncastle,
Lincs LN96JR. Ifwriting, please
statequantity requiredand

enclosea cheque for the
correct amountmadepayable
toMortonsMediaGroupLtd.
Readersoverseaspleasenote
wecanonly accepteither
SterlingBankersDraft or credit
cardpayments.

Boundvolumes
Yourmagazines canalso
bebound intovolumes (12
issuesapprox) for £54per
volume, includingp&p,or £44

if collected inperson fromthe
binders.
Formore informationsee

www.walternewbury.co.uk;or
email: info@walternewbury.
co.uk;orcall0204529
7046.Sendyourmagazine
copieswithyournameand
address,plusremittanceto:
WalterNewburyLtd,Unit19
DagenhamBusinessCentre,
123RainhamRoadNorth,
Dagenham,EssexRM107FD

TheRailwayMagazinebinders and bound volumes
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LMS-PatriotProject
THEfundraisingcalendar for the
LMS-PatriotProject, thegroup
behindnew-buildNo.5551
TheUnknownWarrior, has
for severalyears showcased
paintingsbyrailwayartists.This
year,however, it ishost to13
expertlycolourised images
featuring locosandscenes from
theheydayof theLMS.
Inadditionto‘Patriots’,

locomotives includeexamples
ofFowler‘2P’4-4-0,Streamlined
‘PrincessCoronation’Pacifics, a
rebuilt‘Claughton’, a‘Crab’2-6-0
anda‘Jubilee’.
Thecalendarmeasures

476x238mm(18.5x9.5in)when
opened.
£10.00+p&p from the

LMS-Patriot Project
www.lms-patriot.org.uk

Footplate
IF attractivepaintingsof the
steameraappeal to you, this
calendarwill doubtlessbeof
interest.The imagesareall the
workofPhilipDHawkins, a
foundermemberof theGuild
ofRailwayArtists.
It is a sizeablepublication

measuring495x340mm
(19.5x13.5in),while each
imagemeasures380x265mm
(15x10.5in). Eachprint serves
twomonthsand includesa
simple list ofdates– there isno
spaceprovided towriteevents.
When theyear is over,

however, thesehigh-quality
reproductionswill look

superb ifmountedand framed.
£25 from Quicksilver Publishing
www.quicksilverpublishing.
co.uk

TheGreatBritish
RailwayScene
THISA4-sized calendar is
theworkofmulti award-
winningphotographer and
RMcontributor JackBoskett,
whosedelightful photographs
will resonatebeyond just rail
enthusiasts.
Household loconames

suchasFlyingScotsmanand
Tornadoarepartof
theselection,along
withCamelot, double-
headedClass50sand
aGWRIET.Aholehas
beenpunched into
thetopenabling it to
behungwithease.
£12.99 from Jack
Boskett Media
www.jackboskett.
co.uk

LostLinesofBritain
IF archive images from the
days of steam is your thing,
this calendar is for you.While
the titlementions Britain,
all the locations depicted
are in England andWales –
including Barnstaple, Blaenau
Ffestiniog, Builth Road,
FolkestoneHarbour, Dunmere
Junction, the Lickey Incline
andUmberleigh.
The24-pagepublication

measures200x200mm(8x8in),
and thebox for eachdate
is approximately25x20mm
(1x0.75in).
£7.99 from Graffeg
graffeg.com

ShrewsburyRailway
HeritageTrust
THIS calendar features images
by local photographers
of steam locomotives
in Shropshire on the
main line and the Severn
Valley Railway. Proceeds

from the saleswill aid the
Abbey ForegateVisitor
Centre, which tells the
story of the Shropshire &
Montgomeryshire Railway.
Locos featured include
No. 4498 Sir Nigel Gresley,
No. 44871 andNo. 2999 Lady
of Legend.
£8.50 from SRHT
Email: abbeystation
shrewsbury@gmail.com
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RAIL STAYS
Keen to visit a railway but not sure where to stay as it’s off your normal beaten track?
Let these pages help you find the ideal location near a great railway.

KENT AND EAST SUSSEX

NORTH YORK MOORS

CUMBRIADERBYSHIRE
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Coming up nextmonth...
HERE’S somethingyoudon’t
seeeveryday, amotorbikeon
the runningboardof a steam
locomotive.

Butwhat’s goingonhereand
howdid thishappen?
Findout the storybehind this

fascinating image inournext
issue–whichwill beonsaleon
Wednesday, January3, 2024.
ThankyouforbuyingThe

RailwayMagazine, andaMerry
Christmas toallour readers
aroundtheworld!
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crossword & NEXT MONTH Puzzle compiled byWill Adams

The editor’s decision is final and no correspondence can be entered into. No employee (including the
immediate families) of Mortons Media Ltd or any subsidiary company, and The Nostalgia Collection
or any subsidiary company, or any company associated with the production of The RailwayMagazine,
may enter this competition. No purchase necessary. No cash alternatives are offered and prizes are
not transferable. Responsibility cannot be accepted for delayed, lost or damaged entry forms.

Name

Address

Postcode

Tel Email

£100 worth of Nostalgia
Collection books to be won

Solution to the October issue.
Across: 9 Royal Scot 10 Idaho 11 Shildon 12OpenDay 13 Ryde
14Wordsworth 17Dornoch 18 Burnham20 Locomotion
23 Earl 25 Prairie 26William 28 Crewe 29Tadcaster
Down: 1 Arms 2 Cylinder 3 Clyde 4McIntosh 5 Stroud 6 Sir
Edward 7 Cawdor 8 Pony 13 Rydal 15 Hemel 16Todmorden
18 Bronwydd 19Hyacinth 21 Craven 22Twenty 24 Elgar
25 Pick 27Mars
October winner: H Blair, Southport.
Runners-up: Norman Naylor, Great Ayton; Colin Brown,
Bexleyheath.
The closing date for this month’s crossword is Friday,
January 5, 2024.

Across
1and4 Terminusof theValeof

Rheidol Railway (6,6)
8and9 FormerCaledonian

Railway terminus inGlasgow
(8,6)

10 Initials of oneof theconstituents
of theSECR (1,1,1,1)

11 Spooner___, stationbetween
NorwichandThetford (3)

12 ___&BoltonAbbeySteam
Railway (6)

13 Intermediate stationon theNER’s
Selby toCawoodbranch (6)

15 Stationon thePiccadilly Line’s
Heathrowbranch (8)

17 Stationat the southendof the
M&SWJR (7)

19 GERstationbetween23down
School andWells (7)

22 NBR1down for theRothbury
branch (8)

24 ‘Jubilee’ClassNo. 45575 (6)
25 George___, the‘RailwayKing’(6)
27 Windsor___,‘A3’No. 60035 (3)
28 Christopher___,Class 60

No. 60003 (4)
29 Distance that thepiston travels in

a steam lococylinder (6)
30 ‘Britannia’No. 70036 (8)

Down
1 Placewhere railway lines join (8)
2 Class 47No. 47091, andbefore

thatNo.D1671 (4)
3 ___West, Keighley&Worth

Valley station (6)
4 ___MountainRailway,between

Llanberis andSummit (7)
5 Headquartersof theCambrian

Railways (8)
6 Nicknameof anLMSHughes

2-6-0 (4)
7 The___,‘D49/2’‘Hunt’

No. 62740 (6)
14 Salmon___,‘A3No. 60041 (5)
16 ___Oak,GWRstationbetween

Stourbridge1downandDudley
(5)

18 US term for a locomotivedriver
(8)

20 Next stationwestof 17across
(8)

21 ___East, hoped-fornorthern
terminusof theEdenValley
RailwayatWarcop (7)

23 ___March, summiton theFar
NorthLine (6)

24and26 FormernoonEuston-
Glasgowexpress (6,4)

28 Chaloners___, former1down
southofYork (4)

Send completed form (photocopies are accepted) to: December CrosswordQuiz,The RailwayMagazine,MortonsMediaGroup
Ltd,Media Centre,MortonWay, Horncastle LN9 6JR. Open toUK entrants only.Winnerswill be announced in the February 2024
issue.Thewinnerswill be the senders of the first all-correct solutions opened in our office.Youcanemail entries toRMcomp@
mortons.co.uk Please list theanswers to the clues for across, thendown.There are no cash alternatives available.The
winnerswill be the first names drawnat random from thepeoplewho answered correctly.Terms and conditions apply.To view
theprivacy policy ofMMGLtd (publisher of TheRailwayMagazine) please visitwww.mortons.co.uk/privacy

December crossword entry form

Sponsored by

The crossword winner and two runners-up can choose books
worth £50 and £25 respectively from the extensive Nostalgia
Collection. Visit us at www.mortonsbooks.co.uk

Topre-order theJanuary issue, scan this codeon
yourphoneorvisit classicmagazines.co.uk/issue/rm






