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INTRODUCTION

April 14, 1865, began as a day of jubilation. Five days earlier at a small village crossroads in Virginia known as Appomattox Courthouse, Confederate general Robert E. Lee surrendered his once mighty Army of Northern Virginia to Union general Ulysses S. Grant. Throughout the Northern states, the news set off wild celebrations with illuminations in nearly every city, town, and village. In the Executive Mansion in Washington, President Abraham Lincoln was in an exuberant mood. The news from all fronts was positive, and his eldest son Robert, a member of Grant’s staff, was home after witnessing Lee’s surrender. At breakfast Lincoln asked his son to describe every detail of that glorious event, glorious for Union supporters perhaps but not for those who loved the Confederacy and supported the way of life it represented.

Despite Lee’s surrender, Confederate forces were not finished just yet. Jefferson Davis had fled Richmond shortly before its fall, but he was still the president of the Confederacy and was issuing orders as commander in chief. More than 146,000 Confederate troops remained in the field stretching from North Carolina as far west as Texas.1 If they could be pulled together and turned against Grant and Sherman, a negotiated peace was still possible. What the South needed was time, but time was fast running out.

Of course, all of this was desperate thinking. Davis’s generals and cabinet members knew it. But many of the men in the ranks, who had sacrificed so much, appeared willing to fight on despite the desperate situation.

John Wilkes Booth too was committed to continuing the fight. A Marylander by birth, he was enamored with the South and everything it stood for. Northerners might celebrate, but Booth believed that the war was not over. Others had failed, but he would not. Booth would write: “For six months we had worked to capture. But our cause, being almost lost, something decisive & great must be done.”2 That something “decisive and great” occurred on the night of April 14 as the day’s celebrations in the North were drawing to a close.

At twenty minutes past ten o’clock on the evening of April 14, Booth entered the special box at Ford’s Theatre and fired point-blank into the back of Lincoln’s head. The lead ball, the size of a large pea, flattened as it smashed into the base of the president’s skull and tunneled through his brain before coming to rest behind his right eye. The Confederacy’s worst enemy became one more casualty of the war. Booth’s conspiracy was aimed at decapitating the federal government. Included as targets were Vice President Andrew Johnson, Secretary of State William H. Seward, and General Grant. If successful, the plot would have created a constitutional crisis unlike any before or since. Even as it was, the assassination of Lincoln tragically changed the course of American history.
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Secretary of War Edwin Stanton was preparing for bed when a War Department messenger banged on the front door of his K Street house. Breathless from having run several blocks, the messenger told Stanton that Seward had been murdered and the president had been shot at Ford’s Theatre. Stanton thought that the message was clearly wrong, as he had been at the bedside of Seward only a half hour earlier.3 Seward was confined to bed recovering from a carriage accident a few days earlier and could not have gone to the theater or anywhere else that night.

Despite pleas from his family not to venture out, Stanton hastily pulled on his clothes, called for his carriage, and hurried to Seward’s home at Lafayette Square across from the White House. Arriving within a few minutes, he met Secretary of the Navy Gideon Welles and Assistant Secretary of War Thomas Eckert. They were horrified by what they found. Seward and members of his household had been attacked by an assassin, who had left the secretary lying on the bedroom floor in a pool of his own blood. Seward, although badly injured, would survive.4

Satisfied that Seward was not mortally wounded, the three men, now joined by Montgomery Meigs, quartermaster general of the army, hastened to Ford’s Theatre. There they learned that the president had been carried across the street to the Petersen house.

Bounding up the steps that led to the front door, the four men hurried down a narrow hallway to the rear bedroom. There they saw the president lying diagonally across a bed that was too small for his six-foot, four-inch body. The president was still alive, his breathing labored and his pulse weak.5

Army surgeon Charles Leale, now assisted by the surgeon general and other physicians who were arriving by the minute, stripped off the president’s clothes and began a careful examination of his body, searching for other wounds. Only a small wound in the back of his head was found. It was enough. The wound was fatal, and all agreed that the president could not survive the night.

Helpless to save his life, the doctors did everything they could to make their commander as comfortable as possible, placing hot water bottles around his legs and mustard plasters on his chest. Satisfied that there was nothing more that could be done, they began the long, sad wait for the inevitable end.
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As the deathwatch continued into the early morning hours, Booth was making his escape into southern Maryland. At the Navy Yard Bridge the Union officer on duty challenged Booth. After a brief exchange, the guard allowed him to cross.6 Once on the other side of the bridge, Booth spurred his horse and raced up the long dusty road that led into southern Maryland and safety. He stopped at a prearranged rendezvous called Soper’s Hill, where he waited for David Herold.7 Herold had accompanied Lewis Powell to the Seward home and had waited outside while Powell carried out his attack on the secretary. Frightened by the shouts coming from inside the house, Herold fled the scene, leaving Powell to fend for himself.

Without his guide, Powell made his way to Fort Bunker Hill east of the Capitol and the Congressional Cemetery. A member of the 3rd Massachusetts Infantry found his discarded coat on the afternoon of Easter Sunday.8

Booth and Herold lost no time continuing on to the Surratt Tavern some thirteen miles from the city. There they picked up a carbine, Booth’s field glass, and some much-needed whiskey. Booth had injured his leg jumping to the stage of the theater. As the adrenaline wore off, the pain from his injury intensified. The whiskey helped dull the pain.

Another fifteen miles brought them to the home of Dr. Samuel Mudd, a member of the Confederate mail line who had agreed to help Booth in his plot to capture Lincoln and hold him hostage.9 Booth was now in desperate need of Mudd’s assistance. Mudd helped Booth into his house. After examining Booth’s leg, Mudd told him that it was broken and needed setting. Preparing a splint, Mudd set the leg10 and put Booth to bed to rest. Then Mudd and Herold rode into Bryantown to reconnoiter the area. Mudd would later tell his interrogator that he first learned of Lincoln’s assassination while in Bryantown.11 Returning home, Mudd sent Booth and Herold on their way, cautioning them to circle wide around Bryantown to avoid the soldiers.12

It was necessary for the two men to move at night while traveling through southern Maryland. Although the people who lived there were Confederate sympathizers, the area was filled with Union troops. Arriving at midnight at the home of Samuel Cox, another member of the mail line, Booth and Herold were invited inside.13 After providing them with food and drink, Cox made arrangements to hide the two men in a pine thicket, where they would have to wait until it was safe to cross the Potomac River to Virginia. Cox turned the task of caring for the fugitives over to Thomas Jones, another agent who worked for the Confederate Signal Service.14 Jones was forced to wait five days before sending the two men across the river. Once safely across, Booth and Herold made their way to the Rappahannock River east of Fredericksburg after stopping at the home of Richard Stuart and spending the night in the cabin of a free black named William Lucas.15

Joined by three Confederate soldiers at the river crossing, Booth and Herold were taken to the home of Richard Garrett near Bowling Green, Virginia. The stopover proved fatal for Booth. During the early morning hours of April 26, Union cavalry caught up with Booth and Herold. Surrounding the tobacco barn where they were hiding, the soldiers attempted to talk Booth into surrendering. Unable to convince him, they set fire to the barn in an effort to force him to surrender. As the fire began to envelop the barn, a shot was fired. It struck Booth in the neck. The bullet severed part of his spinal column, causing paralysis from the neck down.

Pulling Booth from the burning barn, the soldiers carried him to the porch of the farmhouse. Booth’s wound was mortal, and with each passing minute it became harder for the doomed man to breathe. As the end drew near Lieutenant Luther Baker, one of the officers who had cornered Booth, noticed him move his lips as if trying to speak. Baker leaned over Booth, placing his ear close to Booth’s lips. In barely audible tones he heard Booth say, “Tell mother I die for my country.”16
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The path that Booth followed during his escape was not happenstance but rather was one that he had planned months earlier in anticipation of transporting a captured Lincoln to Richmond.17 Southern Maryland was ideal for Booth’s avenue of escape. Strongly pro-Confederate, it harbored a group of Confederate agents who successfully passed documents and people along a special route between Richmond and Washington known as the mail line.18 To gain access to this line, Booth needed the cooperation of the people who managed it, men such as Mudd, Cox, and Jones who had served the Confederacy well. Booth would need their help if he were to be successful in transporting a captured Lincoln to Richmond. To get their cooperation, Booth had traveled north to Canada.

In October 1864 Booth left his brother Edwin’s home in New York and boarded a train for Montreal. Arriving on October 18 Booth registered at St. Lawrence Hall. Montreal and Toronto were centers of Confederate secret service operations.19 In April 1864 President Davis sent emissaries to Canada with one million dollars in gold and instructions to undertake a series of operations designed to undermine Northern morale and weaken support for Lincoln’s reelection.20

Beginning in the summer months and extending into the fall, the Canadian group plotted the burning of certain Northern cities, the poisoning of New York City’s water supply, and the spread of contagion in the form of yellow fever and smallpox in what was an early attempt at germ warfare.21 Along with these offenses against the laws of war, the North accused the Confederacy of atrocities in its treatment of Union soldiers in prisons such as Libby Prison in Richmond and Andersonville Prison in Georgia.

St. Lawrence Hall was home to Confederate operations in Montreal. During his ten-day stay Booth was seen meeting with Confederate agents. One of these meetings took place in the Ontario Bank, where he made several transactions worth more than eleven hundred dollars in greenbacks.22 Money was not the only business that Booth transacted while in Montreal. When he left the city on October 28 to return to Washington, he carried a letter of introduction from a Confederate blockade-runner and Secret Service agent by the name of Patrick Charles Martin.23 Martin had lived in Baltimore prior to the war and was familiar with southern Maryland and the agents who lived there. The letter was directed to two men who lived in Charles County, Maryland: Mudd and Dr. William Queen. Both Queen and Mudd were active supporters of the Confederacy, and both men had contacts important to Booth’s plot to capture Lincoln.

Traveling to Charles County, Booth met with Queen, who arranged a meeting with Mudd. It was the first of four meetings between Mudd and Booth.24 Mudd introduced Booth to John Surratt and Thomas Harbin, two important agents who agreed to help Booth with his plan. Surratt and Harbin recruited George Atzerodt, thereby adding a river guide to Booth’s enterprise. Surratt was also well acquainted with another agent, David Preston Parr, who owned a china store in Baltimore. Surratt, with Parr’s help, recruited Lewis Powell, bringing muscle into Booth’s team.25

The federal government, well aware of the Confederate operations in Canada, was convinced that President Davis was behind Lincoln’s assassination and had aided Booth in his attempt to escape. The federal government left no stone unturned in an effort to gather evidence proving their case against Davis and his Canada-based agents. Without their help, Booth could not possibly have carried out his kidnap scheme.

Confederate agents in Canada and southern Maryland were not the only people whom the government believed were connected to Lincoln’s murder. A number of fifth-column organizations worked throughout the North attempting to aid the Confederacy’s military operations. These subversive groups organized as paramilitary units adopted such colorful names as the Knights of the Golden Circle (KGC) and the Order of American Knights (OAK). Their goal was an independent Confederacy, and they were willing to use any measure to achieve it, including assassination. As word of the attacks on Lincoln and Seward spread, most people concluded that it was the bloody work of a desperate Confederacy. By the time the government was ready to go to trial, it was satisfied that it had amassed enough evidence to link these subversive groups along with Confederate agents and their leaders in Richmond to Booth and his band of conspirators.26
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As Lincoln lay comatose edging closer to death with each passing hour, Stanton took control of the country. It was a moment for decisive action, and Stanton was up to the task. In the rear parlor, opposite the bedroom where Lincoln lay dying, Stanton set up a war room and a court of inquiry. From this humble room he sent orders throughout the country directing efforts to track down the perpetrators of the greatest crime in the nation’s history.

David Kellogg Cartter, chief justice of the Supreme Court of the District of Columbia, had joined Stanton on his way to the Petersen house earlier that evening. Stanton asked Cartter to take charge of questioning witnesses as they were brought to the Petersen house. He then sent for two others to assist in the questioning: Judge Abram B. Olin, also a justice on the Supreme Court of the District of Columbia, and Britten A. Hill, a highly respected law partner of General Thomas Ewing, the attorney who would later represent Mudd, Edman Spangler, and Samuel Arnold.

Cartter, Olin, and Hill, with Stanton at their side, began interviewing witnesses. They soon realized that they were unable to record the testimony in longhand fast enough. A call went out for a clerk with shorthand skills. A young army soldier named James Tanner was convalescing in the house next door. Tanner had been seriously wounded at the Second Battle of Bull Run on August 30, 1862, losing both feet. He remained in Washington, where he worked as a clerk for the army, and was proficient in a type of shorthand widely used at the time. He joined the men in the rear parlor shortly before midnight and began recording verbatim the testimony of witnesses to the events of that fateful night.27

By 1:30 A.M., the questioning was over. Six individuals had been interviewed, four of whom were present in the theater at the time Booth shot Lincoln.28 Their testimony would be folded into the great body of evidence collected by the Bureau of Military Justice and later used against the eight defendants charged with Lincoln’s murder. In a letter to a friend two days later, Tanner wrote, “In fifteen minutes I had testimony enough to hang Wilkes Booth, the assassin, higher than Haman hung.”29

While Stanton and his high-ranking assistants were interviewing witnesses, several other government agencies were hard at work. The D.C. Metropolitan Police, Washington’s provost marshal James O’Beirne, detectives from General Christopher Columbus Augur’s 22nd Army Corps staff, and several different provost marshals and military detectives, all working independently of one another, were gathering evidence and taking individuals into custody. Stanton telegraphed Colonel Lafayette C. Baker, head of the National Detective Police (later to become the Secret Service), to return from Philadelphia to add his organization to those already at work. Hundreds of detectives and policemen in Washington and surrounding states were working around the clock on the largest manhunt in the nation’s history.

The roundup of the eight individuals who would stand trial for Lincoln’s assassination was remarkably speedy considering the lack of modern communications. By April 26, twelve days after Booth shot Lincoln, all eight individuals were in custody. Booth had been killed at the Garrett farm near Bowling Green, Virginia. John Surratt was in Canada, where he was given sanctuary by Catholic priests in the small town of St. Liboire.30
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On May 1 the government announced its decision to try the accused by military tribunal. President Andrew Johnson, who had been in office for only two weeks, issued an executive order establishing the tribunal.31 The decision not to use the civil courts appears to have been made by Stanton. A military trial would ensure that the entire process of investigation, trial, and sentencing would remain under military control, and Stanton controlled the military. Washington was still a city of Confederate sympathizers, and there were fears that a trial by jury might well end in acquittal.

The contention that Stanton was the force behind a military trial is supported by the fact that the original draft of Johnson’s executive order, including the editorial changes, was in Stanton’s handwriting on War Department stationery. In the draft, Stanton crossed out the printed heading “War Department” and replaced it with “Executive Chamber.”32 Gideon Welles, who opposed a military tribunal, placed the decision squarely on Stanton. Welles wrote in his diary: “I regret they [the accused] are not tried by the civil court, and so expressed myself, as did [Secretary of the Treasury] McCulloch; but Stanton, who says the proof is clear and positive, was emphatic.… The rash, impulsive, and arbitrary measures of Stanton are exceedingly repugnant to my notions, and I am pained to witness the acquiescence they receive.”33

The use of military tribunals was well established by May 1865. During the four years of Civil War more than 4,270 tribunals had been held and involved just over 13,000 defendants, the majority being civilians.34 While Congress had passed legislation on several occasions between 1862 and 1864 that recognized the use of military tribunals, the laws referred only to military personnel who were subject to the Articles of War.35 Congress did, however, include individuals described as spies, or enemy belligerents, acting within military lines.

Johnson asked his attorney general James Speed for a legal opinion on whether the accused could be tried by the military. Speed concluded that the military had jurisdiction and that the tribunal established by Johnson was the proper venue for the trial. Speed’s opinion cited two important requirements justifying a military tribunal: that the offenses the accused were charged with were offenses against the laws of war and that the defendants were “belligerents” who served as “secret, but active participants [spies] in the recent hostilities.”36

Speed wrote: “If the question be one concerning the laws of war, [the accused] should be tried by those engaged in the war—they, and only they, are his peers. The military must decide whether the accused is or is not a participant in the hostilities. If he is an active participant in the hostilities, it is the duty of the military to take him a prisoner without warrant or other judicial process, and dispose of him as the laws of war direct.”37

Speed acknowledged the existence of the civil courts within the District of Columbia and their jurisdiction under normal circumstances but dismissed their right to try the accused conspirators. Speed wrote: “The fact that the civil courts are open does not effect the right of the military tribunal to hold [the accused] as a prisoner and to try. The civil courts have no more right to prevent the military, in time of war than they have a right to interfere with or prevent a battle.”38

Johnson appointed nine army officers to act as judge and jury.39 All nine had seen combat service during the war and had shown qualities of leadership in their various capacities. Only Lew Wallace, however, was a lawyer or had any formal legal schooling. Among the nine officers were several graduates of West Point who had remained professional soldiers, a former U.S. marshal, a medical practitioner, an author, and a schoolteacher.

The trial was held in the women’s block of the old federal prison at the Washington Arsenal, now Fort Lesley McNair, and the present site of the Army War College. Testimony began on May 12 and ran through June 29, a total of forty-nine days. In all, 366 witnesses were called.40 The tribunal officers deliberated on June 30 and found all eight defendants guilty. David Herold, Mary Surratt, Lewis Powell, and George Atzerodt were sentenced to death and were hanged on July 7. Samuel Mudd, Samuel Arnold, and Michael O’Laughlen were sentenced to life in prison, and Edman Spangler was sentenced to six years at hard labor.
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The government hired Benn Pitman to oversee the recording of the trial proceedings. Pitman, skilled in a form of shorthand developed in England by his brother Isaac Pitman, was granted permission to publish the authorized transcript after the trial was over with the stipulation that it be without cost to the government and that it be strictly accurate.41 Pitman edited the 5,000-plus pages of handwritten testimony into a manageable format by eliminating the questions and merging answers to several questions into a single response. The result was a single volume of 421 pages published in November 1865. Pitman’s skillful editing resulted in an abridged version that is generally accepted by scholars as accurate.

The Pitman version contains a table of contents grouping the trial testimony by defendant, listing name, date of testimony, and whether a prosecution or defense witness followed by a one-line summation of the testimony. Because Pitman added an alphabetical index of witnesses to complement his table of contents summary, his volume is considered the standard by most historians in the field and has become the primary source for citations.

In July 1865 after the trial had ended and the sentences had been carried out, Benjamin (“Ben:”) Perley Poore, a Boston newspaper journalist, published the first two volumes of a three-volume set, copying word for word (including misspellings) the daily transcripts published in the Washington National Intelligencer. He published the third volume a year later.42 Poore’s work lacks editing and an index, requiring the reader to search the entire three volumes to locate specific testimony. These shortcomings aside, the Poore version contains almost the entire testimony, including questions and answers, and, importantly, follows the schedule of witnesses as they appeared in the trial. The only missing items are the summations and testimony inserted by the government that refer to apparent bribes taken by future congressman Ben Wood.
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Because the accused were tried by military tribunal, their case fell under the jurisdiction of the War Department. The prosecution was handled by the judge advocate general and his assistants, and all of the evidentiary material that was gathered fell under the War Department’s agents in the Bureau of Military Justice.

By Sunday, April 16, evidence was coming in so fast and in such volume that it was difficult to manage. Stanton solved the problem by appointing three officers with investigative experience from the War Department, asking them to take charge of the incoming evidence: Colonel Henry H. Wells, Lieutenant Colonel John A. Foster, and Colonel Henry S. Olcott. Stanton then sent a telegram to Colonel Henry L. Burnett, judge advocate in the Northern Department with headquarters in Cincinnati, directing him to come to Washington immediately to take charge of the evidence and assist in the prosecution of the conspirators.

The appointment of Burnett was most likely at the request of Judge Advocate General Joseph Holt, the man who would prosecute the case against Lincoln’s accused killers. Stanton was busy with military affairs and found it increasingly difficult to divide his attention between them and the pending trial. He resolved his dilemma by turning over the investigation to Holt, a man in whom he had complete confidence.

Burnett was ideally suited for the task. A graduate in 1859 of Ohio State National Law School, Burnett practiced law in Warren, Ohio. At the outbreak of the war he enlisted in the 2nd Ohio Volunteer Cavalry, where he was commissioned a captain in Company C. He served in Missouri, Kansas, and Kentucky. His regiment later took part in the capture of the famous Confederate raider John Hunt Morgan near Salineville, Ohio. In the spring of 1863 Burnett was called to Cincinnati by General Ambrose Burnside to serve as judge advocate in the trial of Burnside’s own judge advocate, who was accused of criminal conduct. Burnett fulfilled his duties so well that he was kept on as judge advocate in the Department of Ohio.

In September 1864 Indiana governor Oliver P. Morton requested that Burnett serve as judge advocate in the treason trial involving members of the Sons of Liberty who were accused of plotting to liberate Confederate prisoners being held at Camp Douglas in Chicago. It was at this time that Burnett joined Holt as the army’s chief prosecutor. Burnett’s performance so impressed his superiors that he was awarded the brevet rank of brigadier general of volunteers effective March 8, 1865.

Holt and Burnett developed a deep respect for each other’s capabilities. Holt made it Burnett’s responsibility to sift through all of the material pouring into the War Department and select the evidence needed to prosecute the case.
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The very nature of the government’s willingness to follow every lead no matter how preposterous resulted in a menagerie of cranks, crackpots, pranksters, and mentally ill individuals who contributed hundreds of pages of useless information ranging from a recipe for treating the “chills” (Remedy [7:524–25]) to a tip that Booth was seen hobbling on a crutch along E Street in Washington dressed as a woman (Joseph Hill [3:795–97]). Mixed in with this information are documents essential to the prosecution that tie Booth, Powell, Herold, and Atzerodt to the murder of Lincoln, the targeting of Johnson, and the attack on Seward. For example, see George A. Atzerodt (Defendant, 3:596–602).

It was Burnett’s job to separate the useful from the worthless and to assist Holt in building the government’s case. Burnett accomplished this daunting task quite well considering the short time frame and the volume of evidence collected. At the same time, bits and pieces of evidence were interspersed among the reams of paper that with more time and greater diligence would have identified others who played a role in Booth’s plot. Several of these people—Thomas Jones, Samuel Cox, and Thomas Harbin, for example—slipped through the government’s net and lived out their lives unmolested. Evidence existed that would have made the government’s case against Mary Surratt and Samuel Mudd even stronger than it was, leaving little doubt in most people’s minds of their collaboration with Booth.43 When Lewis Powell made the statement “You have not got the one-half of them,”44 he was most likely referring to people such as Harbin, Cox, and Jones, three men who would have been convicted and who might well have hanged had the government pursued the evidence against them sitting in government files.
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While the evidentiary documents in Microcopy 599 provided the prosecution with its case against the accused conspirators, the files were unavailable to the general public. For more than seventy years the War Department treated the files as secret, restricting access to them. It was not until the mid-1930s that the files were opened to researchers. The earlier writers had to rely on the trial transcripts, first-person reminiscences, and newspaper accounts as their primary sources of information, thereby missing out on important details. Three of the early writers who were personally involved in the aftermath of Lincoln’s murder—Thomas Harris (a trial commissioner), Thomas Jones (coconspirator who hid Booth), and William E. Doster (defense attorney)—told their stories without benefit of the information contained in the documents in the War Department archives.45 Other early writers found themselves equally disadvantaged. David Miller Dewitt (1895, 1909), Osborn H. Oldroyd (1901), Finis Bates (1907), Clara Laughlin (1909), Burke McCarty (1922), and Francis Wilson (1929) all wrote their histories without the benefit of the evidence file.46

Otto Eisenschiml, a chemist turned historian, was the first writer to have access to the files as part of his study. Unfortunately, it seems that he did not examine the file carefully. In 1937 he published his seriously flawed book titled Why Was Lincoln Murdered?47 He manipulated the data to lead his readers to the erroneous conclusion that Secretary of War Edwin McMasters Stanton was behind Lincoln’s assassination.

Eisenschiml followed his 1937 study with a second book in 1940, In the Shadow of Lincoln’s Death,48 still maintaining that a Northern conspiracy was behind Lincoln’s murder. In that same year George S. Bryan published The Great American Myth49 challenging Eisenschiml’s ridiculous theory and the earlier claim by Finis Bates that Booth escaped from the Garrett barn to eventually die by suicide in 1903. Bryan, unlike the authors before him, had access to the documents in the War Department but barely tapped the file to make his case, relying instead on secondary sources for his information. Nevertheless, Bryan’s book became the standard for the next forty years.

The years that followed the publication of Bryan’s book were not much better when it came to delving into the collection of material amassed by Burnett and his staff. In 1943 the documents were turned over to the National Archives Records Administration (NARA) as part of a major transfer of more than forty-five hundred cubic feet of records from the Office of the Judge Advocate General (Army), where they became part of the Records of the Office of the Judge Advocate General (Record Group 153) and still reside today.50 In 1940 certain of the exhibits used in the trial of the conspirators were turned over to the National Park Service, where they were placed on display in the Lincoln Museum in Ford’s Theatre. In 1965 the NARA photographically copied the files, along with the proceedings of the trial, onto microfilm, greatly facilitating the public’s access to the records.

In 1982 Thomas R. Turner was responsible for the first book on Lincoln’s assassination published by a professional historian.51 Turner’s book focused on the public reaction to Lincoln’s assassination and its aftermath. A year later historian William Hanchett published the second book by a professional historian, demolishing the earlier false conspiracy theories by Eisenschiml and others who distorted and even manufactured evidence in support of their spurious claims.52 Both Turner and Hanchett relied heavily on primary sources.

In 1988 three historians—William A. Tidwell, James O. Hall, and David W. Gaddy—published their revisionist account of the assassination. Titled Come Retribution, the book draws on the evidence file now reproduced on reels 1 through 7 in M599 and sets the authors apart from previous writers.53 They concluded that the Confederate leadership, including Jefferson Davis, was behind Lincoln’s assassination. Unlike previous conspiracy theories that were based on flawed and even fraudulent evidence, the authors of Come Retribution supported their claim with evidence drawn not only from the files of M599 but also from other documents. While their conclusions failed to convince the majority of historians, their research has remained unchallenged. Come Retribution reinvigorated the debate over Lincoln’s assassination.

M599 does not include all of the material originally collected by the War Department. Some of the documents were later used by the House of Representatives committee established to adjudicate the reward claims made by those who participated in the capture of the conspirators (and some who did not participate), while others were used in the impeachment hearing of Andrew Johnson. An unknown number of these documents never found their way back to the original file. We cannot be sure of what was borrowed and what was never returned. Nonetheless, the greater number of documents originally collected remained in the possession of the War Department until its archive was turned over to the NARA.

It can safely be said that out of the hundred-plus books written on Lincoln’s assassination, only a handful have utilized the evidence file of M599, and then sparingly. Here, then, is a rich source of material that awaits exploration. Making the file available in printed form will make this fascinating historical data more readily accessible to a much wider audience than ever before. Hopefully, this will result in bringing new insight to this important chapter in our country’s history.
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EDITORIAL NOTE



TEXT


The texts of the documents are reproduced word for word. Many were produced by government clerks, either because they were acting as recording secretaries during interviews or were asked to copy original documents before sending them on to other departments. In both cases, misspelled words, punctuation, and underlined words have been left unchanged except in certain instances where the editors felt that clarification was needed or the punctuation was archaic. Variant spellings of the same name were transcribed as they appeared in the original document. In such instances the correct spelling is given in a note. Where the writer used a dash to end a sentence, a period was substituted. Double dashes are replaced with a single em dash (—), and quotation marks are added when the writer or interviewee was providing a quote of another person. Some letters were so poorly written that the spelling itself was significant in conveying the character of the writer. These letters were not corrected for any spelling errors. Any corrections or additions by the editors occur within brackets.

Words or phrases inserted into the document are bordered by a caret (^). All insertions are included whether they seemed meaningful or not. Words or phrases stricken by the original writer are shown as strike-through (e.g., word). As with insertions, all strike-through words and phrases are shown whether they seemed meaningful or not. Underlined words that the editors determined were underlined by the original writer are underlined in the transcription, not italicized. Italics appear only in printed documents where they occur in the original (newspapers, pamphlets, advertisements, notices, etc.). Superscript in the original documents (most often used in dates and abbreviations) has been lowered.

The most difficult part of transcribing original documents occurs in deciphering handwriting and mutilated or badly discolored documents. Where a word or phrase exists but is unreadable due to mutilation or stain, the editors use the form “[unreadable].” Similarly, wherever the editors are unable to decipher individuals’ handwriting, the form “[illegible]” is used. In the first instance the word or phrase is unreadable by the human eye, while in the second instance the word or phrase is undecipherable by the editors but may be decipherable by another examiner.

Of course, transcription is subject to human error. Handwriting varies greatly. Some words once common are no longer in use, and spelling varies considerably among correspondents. Decisions about transcription can greatly influence historical interpretation. For example, among the documents in M599 is a letter dated “N.Y. 20th Feby/65” delivered to “J. W. Booth, Esq.” and signed “J. J. Reford.”1 The letter was found in Booth’s hotel room after the assassination. The letter is quoted in a major work on the assassination and is described as a loosely coded message between Reford and Booth concerning Lewis Powell, the coconspirator who attacked William H. Seward.2 A part of the letter was transcribed in the book to read “As Lewis anxious to have had a conversation with you relative to the order for shipping the horses, as well as the Ile [oil] question,” leading to the conclusion that the letter is an important piece of evidence supporting a wider conspiracy involving Reford with Powell and Booth.

A careful reading of the original document, however, resulted in the present editors transcribing the quoted part of the letter to read “As I was anxious” rather than “As Lewis anxious.”3 This changes the whole meaning of the sentence. While the letter may still be a loosely coded message from Reford to Booth, one cannot conclude from it that Powell wanted to get in touch with Booth concerning Booth’s plot.

While we have striven to avoid such errors and to reproduce text exactly, errors may creep in. This is especially true because of the hundreds of different handwriting styles, type of ink (pencil in a few cases), and type of paper, including the condition of the paper. The editors have made every attempt to ensure the accuracy of the transcriptions.

FORMAT


The style of formatting used in transcribing the file followed that found in the original document with the single exception that all headings were standardized by adjusting to the left margin. This should present no problem, in the editors’ opinion, since the variation in over-all format found in letters, affidavits, or statements does not present a problem in reading or understanding the text.

SOURCES


The evidence file compiled by Burnett along with the trial proceedings are located in the National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) as part of Record Group 153, Records of the Office of the Judge Advocate General (Army).4 In 1965 the NARA photocopied the entire evidence file, along with the trial proceedings, onto sixteen reels of microfilm (designated Microcopy No. 599, or M599). Reels 1 through 7 contain the evidence; reels 8 through 15 contain the proceedings of the trial including the closing arguments and exhibits. Reel 16 contains issues of the District of the Washington, D.C., Intelligencer, which published each day’s trial transcript.

When Burnett was appointed special judge advocate to the Military Tribunal, his first step was to contact each officer in the field collecting evidence and have them turn the material over to him immediately. He then set up a register containing the name of the person furnishing the statement, the date, and a summary of his statement, including the names of any persons referred to in the statement. An example of Burnett’s number designation reads “ ‘B’ Evd. B. (JAO) P3 1865.” The designation refers to a statement by John “Peanut” Burroughs (B), the person who held Booth’s horse in the alley behind the theater. A summary of Burroughs’s statement was copied into the “Evidence Book” (Evd. B.), located in the judge advocate’s office (JAO), on page 3. A similar entry for William Gaither, the man who gave George Atzerodt a ride to Montgomery County, Maryland, the day after the assassination, reads “ ‘G’ R.B. (JAO) P43 1865,” the summary copied into Burnett’s “Record Book” (R.B.) on page 43. The original of the document could be recovered from the file by using the number designation in the register book.

ORGANIZATION


Because the filing system used by Burnett and his staff has little meaning to researchers today, the editors have arranged all of the documents into an alphabetical file using the surname of the addresser (or, where none exists, the subject of the document) and chronologically within the same addresser’s file. This was done for all of the documents copied in M599, reels 1 through 7, including those documents that were unregistered. The NARA arranged the unregistered documents alphabetically by addressee surname in folders numbered 1 through 128. Documents that lack an addressee were placed at the end of this file. The editors have done away with the folder system created by the NARA and have included the documents from folders 1 through 128 as part of the alphabetized file.

The documents found in Booth’s hotel room by detectives on Saturday, April 15, have been kept together and entered under “John Wilkes Booth.” This one exception to the alphabetical arrangement was made because of the importance of keeping Booth’s papers together as detectives found them.

Each document is arranged by surname followed by a number designation in parentheses giving the location of the document in the microcopy file (M599). For example, Benjamin F. Ficklin, a Confederate blockade-runner and cotton trader suspected of being a conspirator in Lincoln’s assassination, has the following citation: Benjamin F. Ficklin (5:424–35). This statement is found under (F) Ficklin, reel 5, frames 424 through 435.

When the person appearing in the evidence file also appeared as a witness in the trial, the citation for both the Poore version and the Pitman version follows the M599 citation.5 For example, Louis J. Wiechmann, the government’s key witness against Mary Surratt and Dr. Samuel Mudd, appears as follows: Louis J. Wiechmann (7:445–51, PW, Poore I:69, 135, 369, Pitman 113, 118, 120). The citation reads as follows: reel 7, frames 445 through 451, a prosecution witness (PW); his testimony appears in Poore, volume I, pages 69, 135, and 369, and in Pitman on pages 113, 118, and 120. Occasionally a witness appeared for both the prosecution and the defense. The citation in such a case reads: William Withers (2:564–66, PW, Poore I:198, Pitman 79; DW, Poore III:10, Pitman 104).

The largest number of entries fall under the heading “Anonymous” (fifty-nine entries). The largest group of documents by subject is for disloyal utterances. Many of these accusations reflect personal grudges between individuals, usually work associates or neighbors. Merely suggesting that a neighbor behaved in a suspicious manner following word of Lincoln’s assassination could be sufficient to warrant his arrest. Undoubtedly, the tense atmosphere provided mean-spirited persons an opportunity to punish enemies or, in some instances, business competitors. While such accusations might result in arrest, the accused were eventually released without penalty. Much has been written about the suppression of free speech that led to wholesale arrests and punishment under Stanton’s “iron fist,” but an order received by Burnett dated May 31, 1865, suggests that such charges have been exaggerated: “It is understood that the Secretary of War does not deem it expedient for the government to incur the trouble and expense of bringing to trial the parties whose offenses consist solely in the utterance of words expressing satisfaction at the assassination of the President, their language being unaccompanied by any acts of a treasonable character and no connection with the conspiracy being alleged.”6

Notes

1. J. J. Reford (2:353–57).

2. William A. Tidwell, James O. Hall, and Winfred Gaddy, Come Retribution: The Confederate Secret Service and the Assassination of Lincoln (Jackson: University of Mississippi Press, 1989), 404.

3. J. J. Reford (2:353–57).

4. The trial exhibits (ninety-eight in all) were divided, with several being given to the National Park Service where they are on display at Ford’s Theatre. The remainder are in the NARA.

5. The editors wish to acknowledge the major contribution of Richard Sloan, who produced an index to the Poore version that has withstood the test of time. Mr. Sloan’s index was used in producing this work.

6. A. A. Hosmer (2:585).



THE DOCUMENTS


A


	MERCY ABBOTT	(7:200–204)


Letter to Stanton from Abbott, April 20, 1865

Buffalo, A[p]ril 20th 1865

To Edwin M. Stanton,

Dear Sir,

I hope this letter will not surprise you, for I believe that every man, woman and child in the United States ought to do all in their power to find the assassin of our late President, and I have thought for the last week of going to an old lady who sometimes tells fortunes and today I went.

She does not advertise to tell, but she has told some wonderful things to persons in this city and in Canada, which have come to pass in a very short time.

The following is what she said, as near as I can remember, in her own words.

When Mr. Lincoln was shot, there was a tall light man, stood a few feet behind Booth, who was connected with it, and when Booth left the Theater, he took a circuit half around Washington but not all the way on horseback. That he is concealed in a house in the suburbs of Washington. He is preparing to go off on a large steamer. The woman of the house where he is a short thick woman, neither light nor dark. The man is rather a large man & when he speaks holds his head down. Booth has changed his clothes since he left the Theater, his clothes are lighter; they hide him by moving a secret panel.

The house is a large brown Gothic style house. The way she described it to me it must have two wings, she says “the top is covered with little steeples & the man in this house is connected with it”. I asked her if there was half a dozen connected with it and she said, “Yes, more than a dozen. The head man of all is a very tall, light man. It is situated (the house) either North or South of Washington.

The persons in the house have either sent two letters or will send two letters to tell that Booth is there.

Now, sir, in the name of our beloved President, I beg of you to not throw this aside, as common as Lincoln & Seward did before this happened, because you have no faith in fortune telling. If nothing comes of it, no one will ever know it, but send armed men to such houses & let them search thoroughly.

I never was in Washington in my life, but it seems to me that I can almost see the house. My mind is so impressed with it. If you have any forts of that description, search them for money will do everything.

This old lady has never been out of this state, since she was eleven years old and is now almost seventy-five.

Your humble sevt.

Mercy Abbott

38 Tenth St. Buffalo, NY


	FRANK ABELLS	(3:895)


“A” 640 (JAO) 1865

Abells, Frank, Miss

Washington DC, April 24th 1865

Maj. Gen. C. C. Augur

Comdg Defenses of Washington

General,

After having been in the service of the Government for nearly four years, I would most respectfully offer my service again if required in ferreting out the whereabouts of Booth and his accomplices, the assassins of President Lincoln and Secretary Seward.

Very Respectfully

Your Obt. Servt.

Frank Abells


	FRANK ABELS	(3:911–12)


‘A” 645 (JAO) 1865

C. C. Augur

Will Col. Foster hear the statement of a Mr. Raymond in reference to the statement of Frank Abells; she should be examined

C. C. Augur

April 24/65


	EDWIN ADAMS1	(2:59–62)


“A” 31 (JAO) 1865

April 17

Long Branch, NJ

Edwin Adams

My Dear Reakert

I have just arrived home, and hasten to write you a few lines. With regard to the subject upon which we were conversing the other evening. I can only repeat what said of Booth’s manner and reckless habits when I knew him a few years ago. I have not spoken to him since one year ago last January, and that in Louisville, Ky., when he followed me with an engagement at the Theater in that city. I had not seen him before then for sometime, and readily noticed a marked increase of his reckless manners. I heard him boasting over a very long and tedious journey from Leavenworth across the prairies in a sleigh to St. Louis and after of having threatened a conductor’s life, who had stopped his train on account of the great depth of snow, and that by placing a pistol at his head, made him continue his journey.2 And I am sure that all of his profession (which he has disgraced) will agree with me that he has ever been noted for his love of notoriety and also for his reckless manners generally. He has ever been known a bitter “secessionist”. And I believe he would hardly hesitate to perform any rash or bloody deed to satisfy his vengeance and this last horrible crime which can hardly be pondered over confirms my opinion of the inhuman murderer. It is increased when I remember that at Richmond, Va., when John Brown was at Charlestown, he forced himself upon the cars, having been repeatedly pushed off by the soldiers and armed with pistols and knife secreted himself in the baggage car until the train had got far upon his journey; when he showed himself and was made either an assistant commissary or quartermaster.3

The man Butts spoken of (whose name I heard of from the telegraph operator at the “Continental”) I think is a person of that name who used to be continually with Booth while he was fulfilling an engagement in Richmond in the season of 1858 and 9 and was either an employee or permitted to remain about the theater and, if the same person, used to carry my basket to and from the theater and was as I remember him tall, quite slim, and with a very pale face. I refer to the above incidents that I may give an idea of the former manners of the murderer of our President. And if there is anything more I can write, say or do (which you think would be the means of giving the least possible help) write me directly and I will most cheerfully perform them, being only too thankful that I can be the means of giving aid to others that we may bring this horrid monster to light and the punishment which must surely overtake him. I cannot describe to you my feelings since returning home, where, in the quietness that pervades here, we think more seriously of the murder.

I feel with the whole nation that we have lost our best friend on earth. I am writing in some haste and you will forgive my cramped manner. Mrs. Adams joins me in sincere regards to yourself. Remember me kindly to Dr. Wallace and also our mutual friend Bispham. Believe me as ever, Your sincere friend,

Edwin Adams

April 17th 1865

P. S. Make use of this letter in any way you think proper.

E. A.



1 Edwin Adams was an actor and close friend of Edwin Booth. Adams and his wife were witnesses to Booth’s marriage to actress Mary McVicker in 1869.

2 The incident occurred in January 1864 during one of Booth’s western tours. Snowed in at St. Joseph, Missouri, and scheduled to appear in St. Louis, Booth traveled part of the way by sleigh through deep snow to Breckinridge, Missouri, where he was able to take a train to St. Louis.

3 Booth was welcomed by members of the Richmond Grays and given one of their uniforms. He stood guard duty with the Grays at the scaffold and witnessed John Brown’s hanging in Charlestown, Virginia (now West Virginia), on December 2, 1859.


	C. M. ALLEN	(4:507–10)


Consulate of the United States at Bermuda, April 14th 1865

Sir, During the prevalence of the yellow fever at these islands last September, a Dr. Blackburn1 formerly belonging to new Orleans came here from Halifax, for the ostensible purpose of aiding the physicians here, he refused all offers of a pecuniary nature, either for his services while here or for expenses incurred by his visit here, claiming to have had much experience in the treatment of said disease, and being desirous only of benefiting this community, who had manifested so much sympathy for their holy cause; While advocating his theory for the treatment of yellow fever, he never neglected on all possible occasions to advocate the cause of the rebels, after remaining here about one month he returned to Halifax, some three weeks since a person intimate in the Office of N. W. Walker2 confederate agent here, sent me word he wished to see me confidentially, as he had some information of importance to communicate. I soon after had an interview with him. When he informed me that Dr. Blackburn’s expenses for his visit here were paid with funds from the Confederate Treasury; that the sole object of that visit was to collect clothing from the dead of yellow fever to be sent to New York, and other Northern cities during the coming summer; That while here he, Blackburn, collected three large trunks full of such clothing which were then in these islands in the care of a person employed by Blackburn,1 to take charge of them until next June, for which service he was to receive $150 per month, and in June he was to be paid $500 to take them to New York. My informant refused to furnish any further information without I paid him for it, and demanded $500 for full exposure, as by so doing he would lose his position here and would be compelled to leave these islands. After repeated interviews finding I could get by no other means than money available information, I finally agreed to pay him the sum of $200, provided the trunks were found and circumstances proved to be as he had represented; He then informed me in whose possession the trunks were, gave me a perfect description of them, and a minute detail of all the transaction connected with them. After getting all necessary information I made known the transaction to the health officer at this port (St. Georges) who taking some other officer with him, went to the house in which it was alleged the trunks were stored and demanded the trunks left there by Dr. Blackburn; The person in whose keeping they were finding the facts had been revealed, denied nothing, but acknowledged much, and gave up the trunks, which were taken yesterday to the Quarantine Station, opened and found to contain wearing apparel and bedding, made up in small packages, decently clean, with dirty flannel drawers and shirts on the outside, all evidently taken from a sick bed, intermixed with these packages were poultices, and many other things which could have been placed there for no legitimate purpose, were found; The whole of which were burned by direction of the health officer, from the evidence before me, I believe the facts in relation to these trunks and Dr. Blackburn’s visit here were well understood by Confederate Officers here, and that they have paid money to carry out the diabolical scheme. I hope to get a thorough investigation of the matter and I believe I am prepared to produce the necessary evidence to show the affair in its true light. I shall use my utmost endeavors to have the contents of the trunks taken up at once and thoroughly destroyed, as I believe there are parties here who would not hesitate to remove them, if possible, in order to carry out the original intent.

Trusting my action in this matter will be approved.

I remain Sir,

Your Obedient Servant

C. M. Allen

Consul



1 Dr. Luke Pryor Blackburn, a Kentucky physician and expert on yellow fever. Blackburn attempted to carry out a program of germ warfare against the North by distributing contaminated clothing taken from individuals who died from the disease during an epidemic in Bermuda in the summer and fall of 1864. The fact that yellow fever was not contagious was unknown to medical science at the time, and the plot went forward as planned, targeting the cities of Washington, DC; Norfolk, Virginia; and New Bern, North Carolina. Blackburn was eventually arrested and tried in Canada for violating the Neutrality Act. He was acquitted when the prosecution failed to prove that his infectious materials had ever been on Canadian soil. Godfrey Joseph Hyams, Blackburn’s agent who distributed the contaminated clothing, testified at the trial of the Lincoln conspirators under a grant of immunity (PW, Poore II409–19, Pitman, 54).

1 Blackburn hired Edward Swan, a hotelkeeper on St. Georges Island, Bermuda, to care for the trunks of soiled clothing. Bermuda officials arrested Swan, and he confessed his role in Blackburn’s plan.

2 Major N. S. Walker was the commissary agent in charge of the Confederate office and wharf in Bermuda.

HON. WM. H. SEWARD

Secretary of State

Washington D. C.

Secretary’s Office

September 26, 1864

Dr. Blackburn, a visitor from the Southern States of America having announced his intention of inviting a meeting of the Medical Officer and Practitioners in Bermuda, for the purpose of discussing the nature, treatment, be of the prevailing epidemic Fever, His Excellency the Lieut. Governor believing that such discussions may be highly beneficial to these islands both now and in the future requests the attendance of the Medical Officers of the Army and Navy and of the Civil Practitioners as fast as their occupations will permit.

The meeting will take place at the Hamilton Hotel on Thursday evening next the 29th Inst. at 3 o’clock PM.

By Command

James Tucker

Acting Colonial Secretary


	GEORGE D. ALORY	(3:62–64)


“E” 382 (JAO) 1865

Evidence

Letterhead: Office of Provost Marshal, Hdqrs Mil. Dist. Of the Patuxent Port Tobacco Md. May 15th 1865

Deposition of Mr. G. D. Alory, citizen of Newport, Charles Co. Md. in reference to three men who stopped at the hotel of Mr. A. Adams in Newport,1 on account of which Mr. Adams and wife were arrested and taken to Washington on suspicion of harboring Booth and his accomplices, which latter the above mentioned three men were supposed to be.2

This deponent saith:

I, G. D. Alory of Newport, Charles County, Maryland, on Wednesday night just after the Easter holidays, on arriving home in Newport from Allen’s Fresh, saw three mounted men at Mr. Adams door, asking for accommodations for the night which Mr. Adams denied them stating that the soldiers had been there for several days previous, had foraged on him and taken all his provisions. They however insisted on remaining, halting me as I rode up, asked if Mr. Adams was telling the truth, and if there was not such a house kept there. I replied that Mr. Adams had kept a hotel but whether he could accommodate any at present I could not say. I then went home. The men staid all night at the hotel, & were there the next morning. How it was arranged I cannot say. Description of the persons as seen the next day the one that I was talking with and who interrogated me the evening previous, was a large man, light complexion, sandy whiskers, blue eyes (I think) light brown hair, weight about 175 or 180 lbs. The other present was of light build, dark complexion, no beard, dark hair, tall, spare, straight form. The other was not seen by me but was described to me by a young lady, a niece of Mr. Adams, as a medium sized man, dark complexion, black whiskers, dark hair, of average height, of about 5 feet 8 inches.

There was no suspicion in the least of the men being connected with the assassination of the President, although it was well known several days previous to the arrival of these men at Mr. Adams House.

We supposed them to be government detectives as they wore officer’s caps and blue overcoats. One had dark blue pants with stripes.

I am by occupation a merchant. Have resided in Newport one year; was born and raised in Charlotte Hall District, St. Mary’s County Md.

Took and subscribed to the oath of allegiance May 3rd, 1865, at Newport Md. The above was not given in my testimony at Bryantown about two weeks since

Geo. D. Alory

Sworn and Subscribed to before me at Port Tobacco, Md. this 15th of May 1865

M. Y. Dempsey

Lieut. And Provost Marshal



1 Austin Adams.

2 Two of the men are believed to be Confederate agents Thomas Harbin and Joseph Baden. Harbin aided Booth and Herold in their attempt to escape by providing horses and a guide, who led them to Dr. Richard Stuart’s house on Sunday, April 23.


	FREDERICK AMTHOR	(2:1180–83)
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Envelope: Postmark #1 Nassau #2 New Orleans (?) May 12 Address Frederick

Seward, Esq., Washington D. S. U. St. N. America

Nassau, N. D.

May 8, 1865

Mister Frederick Seward Esq.1

If you will examine your fathers and A. Lincoln’s private papers you will find the key to the late Washington tragedy. The first letter dated Dec. 12, 1860, Clinton, Ill, Jan 1861, Feb 1861, March 1861, April 1861, which Chase2—answered my letter but your father and Lincoln never did. Had they taken my advice the country would not be in so deplorable condition, but ah!!! (convince a man against his will) had I wrote about this last tragedy they would not have believed it. It will not be the last. So I will say no more. I know what I know, if I am only a tailor. Young man, look out for yourself. Say nothing to A. Johnson. Take my advice! The worst is coming. I remain yours respectfully, Frederick Amthor.

Please Deliver to Bearer my suit and the bill.

Yours truly

Gustave Rensnard



1 Frederick Seward was the middle of three sons of William Seward and served as his father’s assistant in the State Department.

2 Secretary of the Treasury Salmon P. Chase.


	J. R. ANDERSON	(7:383–84)


F-76

Letter from Anderson

Sunday Night

My dear Sir,

Should you find an opportunity to send a small package from Baltimore, do me the favor to send for Mrs. S. some gloves;

Say, 6 pairs black size   6 ½

4 pairs purple          6 ½

2 pairs brown          6 ¼

2 pairs brown          6

Good luck to you


Yours truly

J. R. Anderson

Company prevented my getting to see you tonight. I will look anxiously to hear from you.


	MARY JANE ANDERSON	(3:488–92, PW, Poore I:235, Pitman 75)


“A” 527 (JAO) 1865

Anderson, Mary Jane

Mary Jane Anderson, (colored), being duly sworn, says she lives in the brick cottage at the rear of Ford’s Theater.

I know J. Wilkes Booth; have seen him about in Alley of Ford’s Theater for about three months. About that time back, Ned Spangler1 built a small stable for him on the alley & he kept a horse & buggy there. He & Spangler & Maddox2 were all very intimate together. They used to have good deal of private conversation together and seemed to have a good deal of business with each other that they did not want other people to know. I think they are all a lot of great rascals.

On the day of the President’s murder, I saw him down by his stable about midday. Two or three hours later I saw him standing in the small back door of the theater talking to a pretty young lady who had on a black silk coat & dress & white bonnet. They were engaged in earnest conversation. He seemed to be pointing up & down the alley & to the right & left as if explaining to her something about the locality. She also pointed toward F Street and in other directions, as if she understood what he was telling her. They staid there about 20 minutes, then went into the theater together. She was a stranger to me. Never saw her before.

About 7 or 8 o’clock in the evening1 I saw Booth lead a horse up to the stage door & heard him call in a loud voice, “Ned!” three or four times. John Myers, a colored man employed at the theater looked out of the window & called into the theater, “Mr. Ned, Mr. Booth wants you.” Ned Spangler, the assistant carpenter, then came down to the door, & I heard Booth say in a low voice, “Tell, Maddox to come here.” Maddox came & Booth took the horse from Booth. He led him up & down, as the horse appeared restless & stamped on the ground whenever he let him stand still. A little time afterwards, Maddox gave the horse to some other person who came out and then went into the theater. The horse was standing there altogether about an hour & a half. I was at the window all the while At the end of this time I was looking through the open door & noticing the people moving about behind the scenes from time to time, when all of a sudden I saw Booth burst into the passage as if coming from the stage, & rush to the back door like lightning. He had his right arm up above his head and held something in his hand that glittered in the gaslight. His other arm seemed to be held out back of him. He had no hat on. As he came out of the door to his horse, I saw him strike at somebody2 & then leap on his horse & gallop down the alley. I thought the horse had run away with him. There was immediately a great excitement and people ran out into the alley.

I saw Maddox come out of the theater, looking as if he was scared to death. Spangler, too, but Maddox did not come outside. I went up to Spangler & said to him, “Mr. Ned, you know Mr. Booth called you out.” He said, “No he didn’t” in a sneaking sort of way as if he didn’t want anybody to hear what he said. I said, “Yes he did & there’s no use of you saying so, for I heard him & you must know something about this.” He said nothing then but sneaked away down the alley putting on his coat and looking as guilty as he could.

X

Mary Jane Anderson



1 Edman Spangler worked as a carpenter and sceneshifter for John Ford. Spangler had worked on the construction of the Booth home, named Tudor Hall, near Bel Air, Maryland, in 1852.

2 John Ford employed James Maddox as property manager.

1 Booth rode up to the rear of the theater a little after 9:00 P.M.

2 John “Peanut” Burroughs, an employee of John Ford. Burroughs did odd jobs around the theater, including guarding the stage door.


	MARY ANDERSON	(3:545–47)
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Mary Anderson

May 11, 1865

Mary Anderson testifies as follows:

I reside at 28 Church Street, on the hill, Baltimore. I have been living with a woman by the name of Mrs. Rosin; she lives at No. 134 Fayette Street. There is a young man by the name of Edward Small who is an associate of Mrs. Rosin’s son, George; he lives on Fayette Street, but I cannot give the number; he left Baltimore the week before the assassination of the President, and came to Washington. I don’t know where he stopped. He came back to our house in Baltimore on Saturday evening after the President was shot. I don’t know who came with him. I heard him say that he was in the theater when the President was shot. I did not hear him say anything more. I heard Mrs. Rosin’s son, George say on Saturday at 2 o’clock, after the assassination, “Thank God that Old Abe Lincoln in gone to hell boiling.” That was all I could hear him say. George Rosin went away the Saturday before the assassination somewhere, but I don’t know where he went to. Mrs. Rosin said that this plot was made before the President took his seat, but they could not get a chance to do it. Sam Arnold, George Rosin, Ned Small and Booth were all associates together.1 Small is a very handsome man with black hair and black mustache, is about five feet six or seven inches high. I think Mr. George Rosin is about five feet eight inches. These people are all very strong secessionists and abuse me because my children are in the Federal army. All these people met at Mrs. Rosin’s house & had great rejoicing over the President being killed. They said, “Thank God he is killed.” That is all I heard. They begged me not to go among the old Yankees. They said I was a fool to let my son go in the army.



1 There is no known association between Booth and George Rosin or Ned Small.


	“ANNA”	(3:1227–28)
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“Anna”

Philadelphia, June 23/65

To Andrew Johnson

President of the United States

Sir,

There is a scheme to assassinate you; far deeper than the one laid to entrap Lincoln, be on your guard against bearers of dispatches and know who is in your kitchen.

I expect you will laugh over this, as he did, but it is nevertheless true; this is all I dare do,

Your Friend

Anna

Private


	ANONYMOUS	(6:355–56)
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Anonymous

Addressed to E. M. Stanton, Esq.

Postmarked New York, May 29, 1864

One theater manager is in prison, why should not another be. Grover1 then under the name or that of Percival which he then bore was Lieut. Col. or Maj. J. Johnston Guerrillas of Baltimore named by the [illegible]. The guerrillas to oppose Lincoln and the troops passing through in April 1862, They would readily have killed anybody. If you want to know more address me through the personals in the Herald.

Justice



1 Leonard Grover, part-owner with C. Dwight Hess of Grover’s National Theater located on E Street three blocks west of Ford’s Theatre, was in New York at the time of the assassination.


	ANONYMOUS	(2:40–41)
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Anonymous

April 21, 1865

Hon. Mr. Stanton, Sec. of War

Sir,

David Herold’s sister2 married a Mr. Maddox just before the war. Maddox was, I think, from Georgia or Alabama.

David Porter was arrested as a rebel sympathizer about the first of the rebellion & confined in the Old Capitol. Said Porter is the brother of Mrs. Herold, mother of David Herold. I understand that one or two of Herold’s sisters have recently married union naval officers. I give the above items, feeling it to be my duty to communicate any thing that may lead to the capture of the villains who have been connected with the foul conspiracy.

Yours loyally.



2 David Herold had seven sisters: Mary Alice Nelson (1837–1917), Elizabeth Jane Herold (1839–1903), Katharine Virginia Brown (1846–1917), Emma Francis Leil Holtz (1848–74), Alice King Earnshaw (1852–1930), Georgia Isabell Earnshaw (1854–1904), and Margaret Cecilia Rockwell (1831–1904).


	ANONYMOUS	(2:180–81)
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Anonymous

Phila. April 20/1865

E. M. Stanton

Honored Sir,

I feel it a duty involving upon me to write and inform you of a certain individual of my acquaintance who bears a striking resemblance of the person described as the attempted murderer of Mr. Seward. His name is Samuel Dubois, stock actor, engaged either at Ford’s theater or at one of the theaters in Baltimore at the time of the murder. I suspicioned this man at the first on account of severe language I have heard him use against the parties attacked. Now I think if you will send someone that was an eyewitness in Secretary Seward’s room or find the man so they may see him. I doubt not you have the assassin recognized. If you cannot find the man, and circumstances leaves you to believe him guilty, Then if I should his name given to the public I will then give all the aid I can in searching him. I will not subscribe my name but I am sincerely yours.

Anonymous


	ANONYMOUS	(2:196)
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Anonymous

Phil. April 25th 1865

Hon E. M. Stanton

Dear Sir,

If you will have every person who are attached to the theater in Washington arrested and then have every secret recess examined therein, you will find J. Wilkes Booth the assassin of President Lincoln. If you fail to find him there, have every dwelling house in Washington examined and you will certainly find him. He is not outside of Washington City. His purchasing a horse to escape upon was to throw his pursuers off his track; act promptly and success will crown your efforts.

Yours Truly

L


	ANONYMOUS	(2:210–11)
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Anonymous

New York

April 15, 1865

Hon. E. M. Stanton

Mosby guerrillas1 must have done the work of assassinating the President. Offer a reward of one million dollars & have every one of those men caught & hung. With tears in my eyes I think it your duty to hang every rebel caught. I feel as bad as if was my own mother or father & will be one to volunteer to try & shoot every Southern man. May God have mercy on the man’s soul that done such a deed. Although I was a copperhead, I can safely say that you cannot find a copperhead in the whole North today.

I will be one to give 25 Thousand Dollars to any person who will assassinate Jefferson Davis.

With much Respect for our Country,

I remain

Weeping

My address can be found through the personals of the Herald.


	ANONYMOUS	(2:249–50)
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Anonymous

Through deep and holy love for my country and its rights, prompted by heartrending sorrow for our departed leader and statesman, may I trust the following lines will be acceptable to you.

The fiendish deed, the most atrocious crime ever committed on our land of freedom, demands redress—yes the most bitter revenge a people can execute.

Allow me to place before you a few suggestion. The demon still lurks within your city, watching an opportunity to hurl another deadly blow. The horse discovered near a bridge, a few miles from Washington was intended to delude or lead to a fruitless search. Until within a short time, not many blocks from the scene of the horrible tragedy has the offender been concealed. Never having visited Washington I cannot give you his direct covert, but sufficient that he has been secreted in your city.

Trembling for your personal safety, I have presumed to address these lines to you. If this should stimulate to research, may I ask for a reply?

It may be for a time he will remove but only to return again to complete his work of death.

I am a native of R. I. and am personally acquainted with its senator and representatives. Have a brother and only son now fighting for his country, and has been since the beginning of hostilities.

I give these as my thoughts.

Direct to M. Y. A. M.

New York

To Andrew Johnson

President U. S.

Washington, DC

April 20th



1 Colonel John Singleton Mosby. Mosby commanded the 43rd Battalion, Virginia Cavalry that operated as partisans. Often referred to as guerrillas, Mosby’s men were regular soldiers who often operated behind enemy lines.
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Canada April 26

To the Hon E. M. Stanton

Dear sir

I have the pleasure of addressing you I am the fellow that put the bullet through Old Abe’s head on Good Friday night in Washington and I have got to Canada safe & sound. Of course you will think me a fool for me to let me know I am here but you will be mistaken. I have good reasons in letting you know that I am in Canada. I might also tell you that I have seen Jake Thompson1 since I came here. So now you can send your detectives to Canada and search for me & see what the result will be. See will they catch me or not. I cannot finish this without letting you know how I crossed at Buffalo. I dressed myself up in woman’s clothes & painted my cheeks and escaped splendidly. Got over to Hamilton from there to Toronto from there to a place that will be nameless I am with pleasure, the assassin of Old Abe

J. W. Booth

Per R. S. P.

Booth is sleeping while I am writing R. S. P. an accomplice

He told me to do it write this to you.


	ANONYMOUS	(2:469–73)
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Endorsements: Referred to Col. J. A. Foster April 29th 1865.

O. S. C. No 82 Franklin St. NY May 5th, Respectfully returned to Col. John A. Foster with a report from two of my officers which show that disloyal language or culpable action cannot be proven against Miss Kate McDonald or that she know of the assassins.

H. L. Olcott.



1 Jacob Thompson, former U.S. congressman and secretary of the interior under James Buchanan, was sent to Canada in April 1864 along with Clement C. Clay to head up Confederate secret service operations.

ANONYMOUS

Orange, NJ April 27 1865

Edwin M. Stanton Esq.

Sir, the mother of Augustus McDonald of Canada notoriety resides in this town. Her son and her granddaughter visit her. This granddaughter, Miss Kate McDonald is a violent Secesh. She has been to Canada and while there entertained the hotel burners and now wears a set of jewelry presented to her by the distinguished Confederates. She intimates that she knew all about the assassination. I think if she were arrested that there could be a great deal of light thrown on this horrible crime. Honest union people in this vicinity have too long had these prophecies told and now they see them too well fulfilled. Such people should not be allowed to run at large; this Miss Kate McDonald resides in Brooklyn NY I do hope you will put one of your detectives on her tract and if not satisfied that this statement is true there can be no harm done.

Respectfully yours,

Justice


	ANONYMOUS	(2:604–6)
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Anonymous

Dear Sir,

You will find one of Booths friend at Willard Hotel1 on Monday or Tuesday night.

He dres will to black coat, pants and hat with bead on it; long beard or with [unintelligible word] & come from New York then [?]

I am a soldier for Lee Army. I shall not trouble any of you but ther is 7 of my company sworn to kill 1 man a peace. Look out for them.

A Rebel soldhier.

You will find me on Friday night at end of Long Bridge beneath exchange in cloth with a woman [rest unintelligible]

My friend be on your garde for they will kill you if they get a chance. I tremble for you. This if from your friend. A rebel soldier.

I shall know if this do wat I hope it will.



1 The Willard Hotel was located at Fourteenth Street and Pennsylvania Avenue.
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Anonymous

A man called Wellington acted with J. W. Booth

An honest confederate

Tyler-James


	ANONYMOUS	(2:619–21)
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Anonymous

Envelope: Addressed Hon. Wm. H. Seward, Washington DC Postmarked

Lewistown Ill. May ___

Mr. Wm. H. Seward

I wish I had cut your dam head off while I was at it instead of only half doing it. If I only had you and Johnson and Stanton out of the way I would feel as if I had done my duty to my country, but knowing that I could not get at Stanton as he did not come out of the house until I saw someone come for him and know that my partner had done his part of the work. I thought it best to “light out” of that dam abolition hole as soon as I could and now I have got here I am not afraid of being caught by your damed hirlings. I may not be seen in this part of the world again but one thing sure you will never see me alive for I will put a ball through my own head before I will be taken.

The South is avenged and one of the U. S. Presidents gone to hell or some other seaport with a ball through his head.

Sic Semper Tyrannis1

‘Jorgen’



1 The Latin motto of Virginia, “Thus always to tyrants.” Booth shouted these words from the stage of Ford’s Theatre after leaping from the Presidential Box.
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Anonymous

Envelope: Postmark: Cincinnati, April 24. Addressed William H. Seward,

Secretary of State at Washington, marked Private official business.

Recd 26 April

Cincinnati, April 24

Wishing to inform you as soon as possible that you and the goddam Yankee government their detectives, spies, searchers can save theirselves the trouble and expenses and perhaps also their lives that any further searches is unnecessary, and will all amount to nothing for Booth was dearest and best friend. J. W. Booth is now safe forever. He is by far over 500 miles from Washington with my friends with our company is yet over 800 strong in the dam Yankee states and will commence to operate very soon and will soon clean entirely the god dam sonofabitches Yankee government and of Washington & will rip you open soon the war is not yet over you may put that down book.

N. Q. of K of G C

Duly answer me

you sonofabitch

black heart


	ANONYMOUS	(2:845–47)
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Anonymous

14th May 1865

As it is the duty of all loyal members of the community to impart information to the authorities which may lead to disclose the plot for the assassination of our late President. I beg to inform you that from all I can learn the plan was concocted by Know Nothings1 and spread widely till it imbued others not belonging to that body or to that portion of it at least called the Knights of the Golden Circle. Ford, nominal owner of the Theater was and is with Marshal Kane of Baltimore,2 the head and front of the party, a party to which Ford and his Corporate offices in Baltimore and much of his patronage here. He went to Richmond on a flimsy insubstantial excuse to be out of the way.3 These men obtained the State for Fillmore4 and he true to his party and obedient to its secret behests, refused to drape his house in mourning but the enraged people bespotted it with ink. Booth and the elder Herold were of the same circle and order, as also one Geddes. Surratt and the late chief clerk of the sixth Auditors who published the K. N. organ in Baltimore, Atley formerly the Sec. of the Order here and assistant editor of Desponan Elliso paper, The Organ are all concerned more or less. The ticket seller5 at the Theater who imputed Booth to do the work and around on the moment he did that he had done so and was watching for him through a small window in the parquette. The carpenter who forced the lock and made the peephole in the door.6 The lamp cleaner; The ushers who left the theater that night before the first act was over and ignorant of many circumstances such as the reason the boxes opposite the President were left empty and closed and parties who were willing to pay for them refused.7 They could give a great deal of information on the subject.

I cannot, for obvious reasons give my name. The dark [unintelligible word] party would have revenge.



1 The American Party (Know-Nothing Party) formed in 1854 in opposition to immigrants, mostly Irish and German, and Roman Catholics. The party supported Millard Fillmore as president in 1856 and vied with the Republican Party for votes.

2 George P. Kane, commissioner of police in Baltimore. Kane was an ardent supporter of the Confederacy. He was arrested in 1862, and after his release from prison he made his way to Canada, where he joined other Confederates, including Confederate agent Patrick Charles Martin, in plotting to free Confederate prisoners being held in the Union prison camp on Johnson’s Island.

3 John Ford was in Richmond on business at the time of the assassination. He later said that he did not learn of the assassination until Sunday, two days after it happened.

4 Millard Fillmore was the American candidate for president in 1856.

5 Joseph S. Sessford was the ticket seller (and taker) on the night of the assassination.

6 James J. Gifford, the chief carpenter at Ford’s Theatre. While most historians believe that Booth cut the hole in the door leading into the box, Frank Ford, the son of Harry Clay Ford, maintains that his father cut the hole to allow Lincoln’s guard to view the president without having to open the door. This seems unlikely, because there is no evidence that Lincoln had a body guard posted in the vestibule leading into the Presidential Box.

7 The boxes opposite the Presidential Box were not sold as a matter of policy on those nights when the president attended the theater.


	ANONYMOUS	(2:848–50)


“A” 246 (JAO) 1865

Anonymous

New York, May 13th 1865

To the honorable Secretary Stanton or A. Johnson

My dear Sir,

I notice that you have ordered the body of Booth that brave man to be thrown in the middle of the Potomac River1 and you have also his head and heart in a museum. Why have you. Then and there answer me that, if not I will tell you. Because he was a brave man. It was the best thing ever was done. For Lincoln was a plague to the country. It ought to have happened 4 years ago. With him and his niggers and for Corbett who shot Booth, if ever I see him his life is short and I am well acquainted with the officers who sunk Booth’s body. May the Lord have mercy on Booth’s soul, Amen Publish this if you like for I wish you would.



1 Lafayette C. Baker, head of the National Detective Police (secret service) staged a fake burial of Booth’s body by dumping a weighted sack into the Potomac River. Booth’s body was placed in a wooden gun box and buried beneath the floor of the deputy warden’s quarters in the Washington Arsenal.
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Anonymous

Edwin M. Stanton

Secretary of War

Sir,

Let me direct your attention to Document 38 of the 1st volume of the Rebellion Record, 1860–61 (published by G. P. Putnam New York) giving an account of Mr. Lincoln’s journey from Philadelphia to Washington in February 1861 and of the plot to assassinate him at that time.2 Perhaps the account may be useful in the trial which is now going on, and afford hints and clues.

Probably, all the facts contained in the Document are already known to you, but I have thought it my duty to bring the account to your notice.

New York, May 11



2 There was a plot to assassinate Lincoln in Baltimore on his stopover en route to Washington. The plot was thwarted when Allen Pinkerton convinced Lincoln to alter his schedule, and the president thus passed through Baltimore nine hours earlier than originally planned.
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Anonymous

Hon. E. M. Stanton

Secretary of War

My dear Sir,

I may be mistaken but I think the following persons are more or less in the secret of the murder of our late President: Isaiah Rindery, James Brooks, August Belmont, Fernando Wood, Benjamin Wood, George B. McClellan, John H. Mc-Cun, John H. Pendleton, Valindingham, C. C. Burr, Thos. Seymour, Horatio Seymour.1 The wife of the editor of the New York Daily News told the daughter of Mr. Hooper, looking glass manufacturer in Nassau NY near Arm St. that she was glad when she heard of the President’s death and that she would like to have his brains made up into soup. I do not know the husband’s name but it can easily be found out by making the inquiry. I would not be surprised if M. L. L. Barlow knew something about it. McClellan and Wood who are in Europe intended to be absent at the consummation, and I have no doubt but that the conspirators in order to clear Davis from all agency in the plot would if their plans were carried out, declare for McClellan to be President after the manner of South American Republics and further, Belmont made a bet that the war would not be closed during Mr. Lincoln’s administration. He went to Europe with McClellan and he is by marriage a connection of Slidell. It is most likely that he told him of the plan. It is said that he intends to reside in Europe. It would be no harm to subpoena the Jew, as that would probably hurry his exit. I of course, omit the Canada Rebels, as that is well known. When I come to Washington, I will call on you and if possible confirm some of my statements. I withhold my name, because as you would see the propriety of it, fearing that it possibly might get into the hands of some of your subalterns; and the names I have mentioned, some of them, would inflict the same on me as on Mr. Lincoln. Suffice it to say, I know most of the parties for a number of years. When the war first commenced, Rinders made a speech saying he hoped that any Northerens that went to interfer with the South, he hoped their bones would be bleached on Southern soil. I trust you will see the propriety of my secrecy.

New York, May 5, 1865—If you think this information of any service to you, take the names but destroy the letter, not, from any fear, but assassins are not to be trusted.



1 The list of names reflects a group of Northern Democrats who opposed the war as well as Lincoln and his policies. Such persons were called Copperheads, a derogatory name equating them with the venomous snake.
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Anonymous

Hon. E. M Stanton

Dear Sir,

I wrote you a few days since giving some names that I thought were engaged in the murder of our late beloved President. Since then I have learned something further. Fitz John Porter,1 who swore vengeance against you in New York, McClellan’s friend, also the Doctor Tumblety, who was lately arrested in St. Louis; the yellow fever poisoner;2 he was on Gen. McClellan’s staff under another name. I believe I see Belmont and Barlow have given money to the nurse of Mr. Seward with several other good Union men, for his rescuing Mr. Seward from the assassin, Payne. This is a mere blind. When Rinders who got up the riots in New York applied to the city government for a guard to protect his house from his own friends, it was a mere dodge and the people thought so at the time. I mention this as a parallel to Belmont and Barlow. You were one of the victims to be sacrificed. I have no doubt and you can draw your own conclusions how far it would have extended if, as Payne says, it was badly managed. God only knows.

Truly,

Union

May 9, 1865



1 Major General Fitz John Porter. A Union Army general who was tried by court-martial for disloyalty and disobedience. Found guilty, he was dismissed from the army. He was later exonerated and reinstated on army rolls in 1886.

2 The writer confuses Luke P. Blackburn, “the yellow fever fiend,” with Francis Tumblety, the “Indian Herb Doctor.”
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Anonymous

Hon. Edwin M. Stanton

Sir,

Being most desirous of having justice meted out to the foul conspirators in the murder of our beloved President, yet declining any publicity for myself in connection with the trial.

I have to give you a few hints (which if properly used) will not fail to develop some strange facts which I think the government has not yet dreamed of.

The poison administered to Andrew Johnson on the 4th of March was Hashish.3 (A preparation of the Indian hemp) Have your witnesses closely examined as to what transpired previous to George B. McClellan’s1 departure for Europe, and how far “Little Mac” was engaged in this horrid tragedy; let no one know that you have received this letter, for my life would not be worth a straw if it was known I gave you one breath of suspicion of this latter party. I would to God I could speak out boldly, but I dare not for the sake of those dear to me. I can only pray that right may triumph, and all will be well.



3 Andrew Johnson appeared intoxicated at his inauguration as vice president on March 4, 1865. He was apparently recovering from a mild case of typhoid fever and had taken a drink of brandy to fortify himself. His speech was slurred and incoherent, leading many to conclude that he was drunk.

1 Major General George B. McClellan, former commander of the Army of the Potomac. McClellan became the presidential candidate of the Democratic Party in the 1864 election.
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New York, May 10th 1865

Hon. Edwin M. Stanton (Sec. of War)

Sir,

The writer has information that a certain person residing in New York City, a rebel sympathizer & one who rejoices in the death of our late lamented President might know something of this conspiracy & no doubt, but one of the leaders in this city. If he is immediately arrested & taken to Old Capitol prison, parties will come forward & testify. He must have no chance to leave orders or memorandums for his friends to get hold of, but should be taken off on the instant. The name of this individual is “L. W. Maries” proprietor of a gymnasium No 20 St. Marketplace. NY

He is a dangerous man to be at large and it is the earnest wish of many that this man may be arrested & taken to Old Capitol forthwith. The writer will not sign his name, but when this person is in Old Capitol will come forward & show himself.
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Baltimore, May 7th

Hon. E. M. Stanton

Sir,

I must inform you of a man by the name of Theadore Lache, a lithographer of Baltimore living on 196 Montgomery Street, between Charles and Hanover.

This man said to a friend of mine that there would happen something in this country that the whole world would be astonished. This was said two weeks before our beloved President’s death.

Gentleman that told me is the most reliable person in the city and this Lache is the greatest rebel. I know he say now yet the rebel confederacy is not lost yet and denounces the government. This Lache is a friend of mine so I am doing this secret. Myself and the gentleman that told me of him we want to keep quiet, not leave him know who did it.

Your Obedient servant,

Union [illegible]
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Alexandria, May 17th 1865

Mr. Stanton

Last night near the roundhouse I overheard a conversation between two men, which I will give you, hoping that it may lead to the detection of some more of the murderers of the President. The one man was a tall man about 6 feet with dark looking whiskers; the other the same height but stouter with mustache. I heard them say that if Sergeant Foster had not failed in bringing the horses or sending them beyond the Seminary, they could easily have had them at the river before Booth crossed. From what I could learn this sergeant is, I think, in the army near Alexandria and I think he is connected with the quartermaster Department or I heard them say something about attending to the commissary and from what I heard I think he is still near this place. My name I withhold on account of my family and I fear none of them would give any such information if they knew ten times as much hoping this may be of some service to you I will sign myself, A Union Woman

R. S.

P. S. I think if that sergeant is caught he could give some important information that would lead to the arrest of some that should not be running at large in this place.
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14th May, 1865

Andrew Johnson


President United States

By your infamous bribe, the hirelings of your government have captured President Davis.1 He is in your power; in no idle spirit of threatening I say to you, Chief Magistrate of the United States, beware of how you exercise that power.

Mr. Davis is in no way responsible for the death of your predecessor nor is he responsible for what you call the Rebellion. His part in it has been the servant of the people, of whom I am one. He was made so by their will and that will would today uphold him if untrammeled by your horde of bayonets. It had upheld him to the death of the noblest and bravest men the world ever saw. The few remaining would still give their lives for the cause; which he has so nobly and conscientiously sustained and many (I for one) would give their lives for his and I will if his is taken. You dare not hang that man! Do so, and your life shall be the forfeit. Guarded at every step as your craven life is, It will not always be so. There will come the time when you think even the spirit of our people is crushed and exterminated, as are our rights, and you have nothing to fear from a rebellion so dead and buried. For that time I will watch and wait, with a resolve as firm & fixed as the Heavens, to avenge my President and my country, with my life as the sacrifice. From this purpose your hanging of the alleged “conspirators” and a hundred times that number will not intimidate or turn me.

Pro Patria et Preside



1 Federal cavalry captured Confederate president Jefferson Davis near Irwinville, Georgia. Davis was taken to Fort Monroe, Virginia, where he was kept prisoner for two years until his release on May 13, 1867.
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Honorable sir,

Since you have had the reins of the government in your hands you have not been long in showing yourself a monster, a despot.

I shall hold you to a strict accountability for the lives of David E Herold and Michael O’Laughlin who are innocent men and I defy you to prove them otherwise. My motto is Sic Semper Tyrannis I am I C Pro bono publico

To Hon. Andrew Johnson
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Columbia, May the 13th 1865

Mr. A. Johnson

Tak this I will not burn you but will be a good friend to you in those words. I understand that there is three young men that has lusty filings against the President of the U.S. that is A. Johnson. I can learn that from them that Mr. Johnson will die not in his bed. So far as I am able to learn from them the name of one is Lew Walls. Was the name he told me the other two is Jenney Collens and William Daum, as I learn by being in Nashville on the 6 of May being in company with them in the saloon on Church St. I had had great convers with them but I am not able to learn how they wer nor how they is but well address in fine class. I went out on the Tenn. and Ala. Road. Whare I belong to Columbia and I see two of them in Columbia had shake hands with them ask them was whare they war going. They said that they was going to Huntsville, Ala. What is you going to do thar. one of our friends lives and we is going to east Troy in NY I am not the great time with them.

Mr. A. Johnson, I ask a young officer at the dikes in Columbia how I wood send a letter to you and he told me but said What is it you want of him & not anything P. T. Well he had it in his had that would shine lake the moon.

John McLaughlin

I am not able to give you all right by pen but [unintelligible] down.

A. Johnson not one or two everybody and the will wack officers cannot hear anything.

Mr. Johnson I am a young man that come to U.S. in 1839 on the 14 of Aug.

I hope for you with all the power that is in my body.

I will give you what dis one they ask me what St. I was from. I told them that I belong south so that was plenty you and me you no then.

Could give you all but I am to work on the bridges every day on the road.

If they is any power to be but on the earth, Walls will give A. Johnson his supper some night.

John McLaughlin

I am not able to do as I ought.

This won’t mean any thing

Post office Columbia

I will find it.

I thought I would tell you about these lads.

Mr. A. Johnson, you will pleas to keep in this for the peple in Nashville wood no that I mak you wise they wood shoot me this is so I no it.
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May 12, 1865

Mr. Jonston [sic],

There is a plot formed in Philadelphia to poison you. If you will send your detectives there and arrest them and if they ask any questions tell them not to answer them. In the plot they is concerned in it is as follows. It is to be secret. G. Hartenstun, H Leonhardt, E. Fisher, H. C. Durst arrest him particular. Who is a gone to make the poison. Arrest them on Monday morning 7½ o’clock at 48 S. 4th St.

Yours truly,

A friend
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Envelope: Address: Colonel, M. S. “Ret”

Tremont

Dear Colonel

I have got things pretty nearly completed, Sall has got the fruit put up. The apple is marked with the compliments of a lady as Old Chase likes nice things and coming from a lady of ensure he will take it. One mouthful will send the cuss over Jordan. Bill had on his female attire last night, it was quite becoming to him. How are you getting along. Will you get ready this week? Wont Old Mass Grace think if her two nigger worshipers go under, it is time they went to find their nigger President.

Meet me tomorrow night at the usual place.

I send this by Dan, as I hear that the dam black abolitionists open all of the letters now.

Farewell until we meet

Dff

Sam
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Envelope: No address: N.B. This letter is from no office seeker, but from a friend of President Johnson; and the subject matter, though of pressing immediate importance to the President, is of strictly a private character, and must be opened by the President himself and not one else. His private secretary will please deliver without a moments delay.

(2:1068–71)
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P. S. not knowing but your own private secretary may be a catholic, I have taken the precaution to enclose in a double envelope.

New York May 20th 1865

My beloved Brother & Honored President,

Beware of the Military Pageants of Tuesday & Wednesday next!1

Beware of Stanton (who is a Jesuit)1 and of his Jesuit coadjutors (and ^yet not all perhaps^ co-conspirators) Weed, and Seward and Meade, and Ord and Sherman and Gillmon and Schofield and Halleck.

Though seeming enemies to each other, Stanton & Halleck & Sherman (and Fremont too) are Jesuit friends and brothers in a wicked cause.

Again, I implore you, for God’s sake, for our Country’s sake, beware!

Not you alone, my beloved and honored brother, but Grant and Chase; beg them, too, Beware!

Grant is their dupe, but Chase, thank God, is not; at least I do not think he is, or has been.

Do not, I beseech you, expose yourself to the assassin’s bullet, or the “friendly “poisoned cup” or viands on those days, and so, leave our country’s destinies in the hands of plotting Jesuits who ^will^ hold the army in their grips when Grant is murdered, and who even today wield ^almost^ supreme authority, in nearly every military department in the nation, as well as ^at^ its head of almost every army and army corps.

Could the secret archives of ^the catholic^ archbishopric of New York this diocese be seized, together with the private papers of the Jesuit Bennett of the N. Y. Herald,2 and of the heads of the War and State departments at Washington, they would ^not only^ furnish the clue to the Jesuit conspiracy which now in a nuo form threatens to overwhelm our democratic institutions in the very hour of our country’s victory, but they would also expose to view the details of other plots ^included together the War Departments treachery to our starving captives^, which during the past four years have been defeated by Almighty God through the unexampled & unexpected patriotism of a betrayed people.

It would disclose the Jesuitical mainspring of our foreign diplomacy, which sung a “lullaby” to Mexico, whilst proffering to the aristocratic assassins of Europe a foothold within her borders. It would do more; It would demonstrate the fact to all who yet require demonstration that the “slave holders rebellion”, so called, was instigated, fomented and controlled by the secret power of Jesuitism, exerted through the confessions and the bullet, the lobby and the legislature, the executive and the judiciary, the army & the navy, “the north” and “the south”, and that this heaven protected people have marched steady on to victory over the bloody battlefield of the past four years, even under the treacherous political and (too often) military leadership of the secret Jesuit allies of their ^armed &^ open enemies.

Our darkest hour is yet to come. Would to God, that you had summoned Congress to meet, if not for legislative deliberation, then ^at least^ as a safeguard to yourself and the nation against this threatened terrible emergency, now alas, some imminent.

**Beware the military pageant of the coming week.

Consider for one moment: Yourself, Grant, and our beloved chief justice assassinated. The Judiciary (even such as it then will be) effectually silenced by the Jesuitiary contrived precedents of needless the past four years of needless, yea, damaging executive usurpation through the military arm; the army, navy and State Department in the hands of Jesuit conspirators and then ^powerfully &^effectually supported by their perhaps more innocent, yet religiously obedient military protégés of the catholic faith in civil and military authority; the patriot, millions bewildered and deceived back as to the perpetrators and their motive, and the “radical” portion, ^white & black^, perchance turning to the already cut-and-dried ^Jesuit^, “radical Fremont” as their ^political^ champion and military leader; ^The Jesuit^ Stanton, ^just^ freshly endorsed by Grant, himself through the committee on the conduct of the war whose [illegible] report Stanton’s ability etc. appears in this morning’s papers. Seward ^with^ his “bell”1 new tongued, rendered more audaciously confident than ever, by reason of his “crown of martyrdom” so recently received in the “cause of the Union”; and with their powerful co-conspirators in Europe, both Jesuit and “Protestant” crowned and titled aristocrats who today are vigilantly waiting their expected signal to strike home at the very heart of the monster heresy “Democracy”. More, oh where shall this betrayed people turn for salvation. O, God! But to thee, the all powerful, all-wise, all-merciful dispenser of the destiny of nations?***

I ask you to show this letter of warning to Chief Justice Chase and to Gen. Grant, whom I love; that who I know has been duped into advancing into positions of military authority catholic generals whose sole secret of success has been that they have not, as have Protestant Generals, been systematically thwarted by the War Department, as well as by their own subordinate officers. Beware of the Military Pageant! Veritas, 1 The “military pageant” refers to the Grand Review of the Union Army during May 23–24.

1 Stanton was baptized and raised in the Methodist church.

2 James Gorden Bennett, editor of the New York Herald. Although Bennett supported the war once it began, he did not support Lincoln in either the 1860 or 1864 elections.
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Envelope: Postmark New York, May 15, Address; E. M. Stanton Sec. of War,

Washington City, DC “Private”

New York, May 15, 1865

E. M. Stanton Esq.

Sec. of War

Dear sir,

The writer has information, which makes him feel very confident that Gen. McClellan, A. Belmont, Fernando Wood, Charles H. Haswell, and Jeremiah Laroque were all cognizant of the conspiracy to murder President Lincoln, yourself, and Sec. Seward. These parties I learn through a servant in Belmont’s employ were all together at a supper at Belmont’s house with J. Wilkes Booth in November last.



1 For the first eight months of the war, Seward was in charge of the government’s program to arrest disloyal persons in the North. He kept a bell on his desktop that he used to summon his clerk, leading to the story that Seward need only ring his little bell to have any citizen arrested.
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Envelope: postmark New York May 15, Address Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary War, Washington DC Private

History of the Assassination       New York May 13, 1865

President, Vice President, Secretary of War, Navy, Interior, Treasury, Post office, Secretary of State; S. P. Chase, Lt. General Grant and some others that do not now occur to the writer were to be killed, on a certain day or a few days after the time when the work commenced. Sherman to have command jointly with Lee and they were to be military dictators for the time being. The army to declare for McClellan and Pendleton, and a deputation to be sent to Europe for McClellan. The 4th March was the time the plot was to culminate, but fell through on a want of a united want of action. Belmont and Wood were to be in Europe; Belmont returned after the 4th March supposing the plot had been consummated. Wood was to remain in Europe. It was understood that Davis was to resign all claim for the Presidency and in his place McClellan was to be President to appease the North. All United States and Confederate debts was to be merged in a new loan, interest to be 4 pct. Slavery was to be guaranteed to the south in the states that slavery existed before the war, but all the slaves lost during the war was to be a loss to the owners without any redress to the new government. The Dred Scott decision was to be reenacted and the District of Columbia was to be free; 15 cents per lb. on tobacco & cotton was to be laid on export, and 10 pct on home consumption, the public lands were to be free to settlers of soldiers and $1.50 per acre to others. All confiscated property was to be given back to the original owners and the mineral lands, now owned by individuals was to be repossessed and the new government was to pay the debts in part from that source. I do not recollect the other items, but the following were in part in the plot: Davis, Stevens, Hunter, Breckinridge, Mallory, Trenholm, Lee, Johnson, Wigfall, Vance, Brown, Harris (of Ten) Moore, Smith of Va., Wise, the two Wood (of New York), Rinders Valindingham, Sanders, Tucker, Clay, Mason, Slidell, McClellan, Pendleton, Pugh, Belmont, Ciscoe, Brooks, Fitz John Porter, Soulie, Ewell, Tousey, Salisbury, Kirk, Smith, Powell, Ould Hatch Morse Barlow, Fillmore, Pierce, Buchanan, Carrington, All the Governors of the slave states and many others that not now occur to the writer.1



1 Like so many wild conspiracy theorists, this writer gives no source for his seeming facts of a wide conspiracy.
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Washington May 30th 1865

Mr. President,

I think the ladies ought to be excluded from the trial of the conspirators. It appears in this city they are admitted into every place. It has a demoralizing effect upon women and the court. There is every effort being made by the Catholics, no matter how heinous the crime committed by one of their members to clear this damn harlot and assassin, the ringleader of this cutthroat band, Surratt from the law. The loyal people demand of you the hanging of the whole crew as an example for the future, and then we will have no more Presidents murdered. We have good laws in this country but the great trouble is they are seldom put in execution. Let us in this great crisis show to the world that America and Andrew Johnson are in earnest in punishing traitors and assassins, and my word for it we will have no more rebellions or assassinations.

A Loyal Virginian
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May 29/65

E. M. Stanton

Secretary of war,

Dear Sir,

In the act of Blackburn’s1 villainy to spread the yellow fever & I notice the name of one Myres,2 a sutler as connected with peddling the fever business. I am very well acquainted with a man by the name of G. L. Myres, who has been a sutler a length of time in the Potomac army & a rank copperhead. After leaving the sutler business he was foreman in the manufactory of Browns in Annapolis Maryland. But his home is in Wellsburg N.Y. 6 miles east of Elmira. Thinking that possibly the above information might be of some use I send it. Claiming to be a well-wisher to the cause of truth, justice & freedom. Yours, In loyalty R. C. B.

PS could get my communication addressed R. C. B. Williamsport, Pa.



1 Luke Pryor Blackburn.

2 No such person is known to have been associated with Blackburn and his “yellow fever plot.”
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Philadelphia, June 5, 1865

To the Hon. Ed Stanton

Kind sir, there is some of the conspirators here in the city making there bost of having accomplisht som of there plot—three of them was arrested the tenth of last October and taken before one of the alderman in this city—it was to have bin sent to cort for trial but Mr. J. Cline was afraid tha would be fond out before they got there with some of ther plot so he paid the alderman to say tha could not be held for trial, so tha were discharg—now they are laughing how nice they got off—Hennery White is policeman. William Shaffner, Eveline B. Beach; these are the one that was arrested last fall—tha are Booth frends, when he bording in Chestnut Street below Tenth St.

Lew Beach 131 Regiment New York VO, George Miller, Pheba Walker, Martha Toglas, Mrs. John Rapp, Ann Rutter; these are all the helpers of Booth and meny others whos names I have not heard. Tha have been watching me. Tha have intercepted my letters. Tha have threten to shoot me or murder me in som way or other if I ever complain of them—ther has bin mor put to deth then the publick is aware of and more will be put to death if these men and woman left run at large—as soon as tha are arrested I will tell all I know and will point the others out—you will then know my name.

Yours Truly
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Endorsement: Can you recognize the hand?

The President      Canada June 1/65

US Am

Sir,

If you attempt to do anything unbecoming the justice of the free country over which you rule to either Jeff Davis or General Lee, I swear that your life as well as others will be the penalty we of Canada will exact. I will shoot you & others and will not run as my poor friend Booth did. This is true; it is a shame after taking their parole you arrest them for treason; disgrace to the North that they should not act honorably. Be just; be merciful; & your reward will be hereafter.

A Southerner for life.
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Seaford, Del. May 30th 1865

I write to you on a subject that I want light on. Please have it attended to. We have a family here, residing in our town by the name of “Martin”, one of whom is a young lawyer by the name of Edward L. He has been convicted already in the US Circuit Court in this District for aiding the Rebellion and sentenced to pay $1000 fine, and not to ever hold any office of honor or profit under the U. States Government. The father is intensely disloyal. He (E. L.) has a brother, a doctor, who was in the early part of he rebellion sent over the lines for disloyalty and has not yet returned; While he has still another brother who has been engaged during the war in blockade running, etc. etc. If you will refer to the published proceedings of the Court Martial now going on in your city against the assassins, you will find that in the proceeding published on Saturday last, the testimony of “John C. Thompson” of Charles Co. Md. in which he speaks of a letter of introduction to Dr. Queen by a man by the name of “Martin” in Montreal, Canada.

Now this E. L. Martin was in Canada about October or November last. It is said with an ex Governor of this state by the name of Wm. H. Ross, a notorious Rebel, who ran away in the early part of the rebellion and has not yet returned. He left about the time that the telegraphic dispatches were taken charge of by the Government.

We believe here that the “Martin” alluded to is the same E. L. Martin of our town.1



1 The writer is mistaken. The man who gave Booth a letter of introduction to Drs. Queen and Mudd of Charles County, Maryland, is Patrick Charles Martin, a Confederate blockade-runner and secret service agent operating from Montreal. Martin was an agent of the Confederate Treasury Department.
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Letterhead: Union League Club, Union Square, (No. 26 East Seventeenth Street) New York, June 10th 1865

Sir,

I have been consulted today by an ardent friend of the government and yourself in regard to the case of treason and Court martial with a view of communicating with you. I cannot imagine, however that the views I communicated to him would be other than those familiar to yourself and on that subject I only hope you and the President will be firm and energetic in a purpose to try all villains by a military court.

Being consulted upon this subject, it has occurred to me that I might give you some clue by which you could obtain important testimony.

Developments

The family of Philips, Davis, Cohen & Levy all related & originally from Richmond know a great deal about the secret history of the Rebellion. Mrs. H. Davis was an intimate friend of Gov. Bower of Mississippi and Gov. Brown & Jeff D. were not very friendly towards the finale. I think Brown could prove that Jeff ordered the cruelties to our prisoners & he might prove other things. The Cohen’s have a brother, a Capt. or Lieut. in the Marine Corps.

These Cohen’s were from Norfolk and the two girls strong friends of secession. They knew intimately a Capt. Montgomery who fought with Jeff in the first battle of Bull’s Run. He was afterwards taken prisoner and escaped. I saw him on the ground here on the celebration of our capture of Charleston. He was Irish. I think he was on detached service. I don’t know where he is now but the Cohen’s would be apt to know.

Mr. Edward Fry connected with the Tribune, an invalid, knows all these parties and would be glad to give you all the information in his power. In fact it is as from him I took the idea of communicating with you added to my great anxiety to have these base scoundrels punished with death in some form for all the blood & sorrow brought upon the country.

George Davis is a brother (& loyal) of Ben Davis of Richmond or Petersburg. He would tell you all he knows. He resides in New York and if you think this clue worth anything or worth pursuing you can find out all the threads by writing either to Jno. C. Hamilton Esq., Major Gen. H. father in law is Mr. Fry as before stated. H. H. Goodman And J. M. Guthrie or John S. Dickerson Esq.

Should you hand this letter to Major L. C. Turner, Judge Advocate,1 he can surely telegram who is the author by the words “Robt. P. Campbell Key West” J. C. Knight Curtin.

I believe the proof can be obtained to prove that Jeff ordered the cruelty to our prisoners and that being clearly a violation of the laws of war, a court martial clearly has jurisdiction. The fact that the war is over is no reason why Jeff should not be tried before a court martial. Greeley & all his class of minds ought not to move you. He has lost his influence for good & can only go now with those who were disloyal, not that he is exactly disloyal, but that he is weak.

B. of the H. who was once really disloyal is now strong and right. The Post is not to be trusted and the Times does not yet know positively what is right or expedient. The rest of the press, of course, you do not regard.

Respectfully



1 Levi C. Turner, judge advocate of the Union Army. Turner was involved in investigating the Knights of the Golden Circle and other subversive organizations. After the war Turner’s papers, along with those of Lafayette C. Baker, were arranged and indexed by the Bureau of Military Justice in Record Group 94 and are known as the Turner-Baker Papers.
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Philadelphia, June 11, 1865

Honorable Edwin M. Stanton

Sir, Do not think that the plotting is over. I warned General Peck1 of this last fall in New York and now I warn your honorable self. It is the Roman Catholics to which I belong that is trying to overthrow this government. They will strike another blow. Be on your guard. If I were known to do this I would be slaughtered to death in the most horrid form but God being my helper I will watch for you and tell you all.

From a true Roman Catholic; one that expects to stand at the judgment seat of Christ without the help of priest or virgin only through the blood of my redeemer.



1 Major General John James Peck. In July 1864 Peck was placed in command of the Canadian frontier in the Department of the East.
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State of Indiana,

May 20, 1865

Secretary of War,

It seems strange that while so many startling events are crowding upon each other and many evil persons are under arrest awaiting their merited punishment, one of the most prominent and active participants has been so long overlooked. I refer to Capt. T. H. Hines of Kentucky, who was part of Morgan’s robbers and the same who engineered that notorious raider out of Columbus Penitentiary. It is a well known fact that said Hines has for several months past been operating through the northwestern states as secret agent and ^rebel^ spy with his headquarters in Toronto, Canada,2 under assumed names, one of which is Hunter & perhaps Dr. Davis & others. It is a notorious fact in the west that he was a prominent one among the Sons of Liberty and was the instigator of the contemplated raid on Chicago and anticipated release of the rebel prisoners at Camp Douglass. I have heard an escaped prisoner say that he had seen him in the prison as a visitor arranging the plan for their concerted action. He was in New York at the time of burning the hotels1 and was no doubt a party to if not originator of that scheme and in him you will doubtless find the author of the letter found by a lady in the streetcars in New York.2 He was present acting with and the born companion of Geo. Sanders, Thompson3 & others in the Niagara Falls peace overtures last fall. It is supposed he has all the time been in communication with the rebels at Richmond while in Canada and was no doubt one of the chief actors in the horrid plot which resulted in the assassination of our lamented President. H. figured extensively on the streets of Chicago during the setting of the convention last summer and was recognized by many acquaintances. He is now in Canada somewhere in the western border ready for any incursion in some of the states; while other rascals are receiving their dues let not this guilty one escape. I am told he opened his rebel career by arresting three of his neighbors, and keeping two of them in jail for two years without even a form of trial. He was the leader of rebel raid first made north of the Ohio river into the border counties of this state.

Look him up and let him have justice. I give no name for prudential reasons but the facts can and will be established whenever necessary to do so.

Union.



2 In March 1864 Thomas H. Hines, a captain serving with John Hunt Morgan’s raiders, was sent to Canada to organize the Order of American Knights into a paramilitary operation in the northwestern region of the United States. Part of this operation called for freeing the Confederate prisoners being held in Camp Douglas near Chicago.

1 Among the many plots hatched by the Confederate operation in Canada was the burning of certain Northern cities, including New York City. While attempts were made and fires were started, none of the attempts succeeded.

2 Mrs. Mary Hudspeth claimed to have found a letter on a New York streetcar calling for Lincoln’s assassination. She testified as a witness for the prosecution (PW, Poore I:25, Pitman, 39).

3 Jacob Thompson and Clement C. Clay were in charge of the Confederate secret service operations in Canada. George Nicholas Sanders was an agent working under Thompson.
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Anonymous

Washington April 21, 1865

General Augur

In every house from the Old Capitol to the tollgate on Maryland Avenue should be searched. There is a John Wilson lived in the South some time ago. He resorts his sister, Mrs. Connolly on 9 or 10 St. near the gate. I think he is a spy. There is a great many suspicious characters resorts the house on Sunday nights. His father lives fourteen miles in Prince George County likely a resort for Rebels.

A Citizen
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Anonymous

Endorsement: Probably important

Phila. Pa. April 16th 1865

My dearest Jeddie,

Since you left me I have spent my hours very lonely. On Saturday morning I heard of the assassination of the president old Abe; My next fear was that they probably caught the men that did it. The paper gave a full account of all. I saw that your name was not mentioned in the party, yet I know you had the managing of some of it. The report is that they caught the murderer, but I guess it is not true. They are not smart enough for that. You told me when you left that you was going to get Grant too but you missed it. He didn’t happen to be there. However, you got old Abe out of the [unintelligible] and you can watch your chance for Grant. Ed was here this morning and he said that he thought Grant would visit this city and he says that they are on the lookout for the best chance, almost every house in the city is draped in mourning everybody seems to be so sorry and of course I must act like the rest does here in the house or they would say I was Secesh but they don’t know me sure. Sallie and her man is going up to Camp Cadwalader this morning. He knows a fellow up there. I am going to walk along to what I can see. I will probably write more when I come back. I have to go out anyhow to get some envelopes. Ed says that two of the boys would come to Washington between this and Thursday. He says keep quiet as possible, as he thinks everything is all right. I will mail this when I come back from [unintelligible]. So it will go tonight or tomorrow eve. You just ought to see how the Yankees mourn for the loss of old Abe. If you can only get yours yet Jeddie my dear I will write more when I get back this afternoon and kill them all if you can; bully for Booth; he is all right.
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Anonymous “T. E.”

19th April

John,

I take the present opportunity to write you a few lines. I am well today but there are so many rumors that we are all unhappy. I hope you may be able to get to N.Y. as there would be more room for you. I saw Mary off yesterday. The things were sent as you requested. Thru Mr. F. I have been trying to find where H. went but cannot yet. I was at the White House on Tuesday, the old tyrant looked very natural.

I shall send this by Jim as he is the only one whom the detectives would not suspect. Send me a reply by him and tell me if you will try to go to N.Y. this week. I think you had better keep still for a few days, as you know your head is not worth much if they ever get you. Hoping you may get out of this place soon, I remain Your Friend,

T. E.
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Anonymous to J. W. Booth

Envelope: Postmark N.Y. 17th April ’65, Address From his mother to J. W.

Booth National Hotel, Washington DC

New York, April 10th 1865

To J. W. Booth,1

Dear,

I have sent word to Harry to be on the watch for Seward. He has changed his name, his first name to James. You watch the box book of Ford’s theater. Laura Keene2 being a great favorite there, there is no doubt but the President and acquaintances will wish to see her performance. Do it either way. Let me know if you got the pistol. Be careful that Laura does not see you as she has a deadly hatred to me and you have the thing fixed different among the other actors. George has the plan fixed for the Secretary and for Stanton.

If the four are assassinated our wrongs are avenged. I am all right about my victim. I could have killed him a week ago, but I am waiting for yours. We had a meeting the other night. I was elected Captain of the gang. There is one man to every one in the Cabinet. I shall see you in a few days. I shall board near Johnson’s house.3 I have wrote on the back of the envelope from your mother for fear of detection.

We are all armed

Yours Truly

T. I. O. S.



1 The date of this letter predates the assassination, while the postmark is three days after.

2 Laura Keene, a famous stage actress who starred in her own benefit performance at Ford’s Theatre the night of the assassination.

3 Refers to Vice President Andrew Johnson, who was staying at the Kirkwood House located at Twelfth Street and Pennsylvania Avenue.
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Anonymous

Washington DC

April 17th, 1865

Gen. Augur,

Sir,

I’m still in your midst. I will remain in this city.

God will’d that I should do it.

I defy detection

J. W. Booth

Actor and the Assassin of President Lincoln

PS the ways of the Most High are past finding out.


	ANONYMOUS	(3:592–95)
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Anonymous to Nora Fitzpatrick1

Envelope: Address Miss Nora Fitzpatrick, No. 541 H. St. between 5th and 7th

Washington City DC

Baltimore, April 17th 1865

My dear Nora, As a proof of my good nature, I seat myself to have a little chat with you today. Really! I think you treated me shamefully! But I cannot believe that my dear kind little Nora did it of her own free will. I am sure some malicious person must have instigated her to the performance of the cruel act. I shall not retaliate in kind, Nora, no, I shall nobly revenge myself by communicating a piece of good news.

Father Dougherty will be in Washington on Wednesday!!! Ain’t you glad? Go down to St. Patrick’s2 about one o’clock and you will see him. Don’t put off going at the specified time, because he will only remain in the city long enough to take his dinner.

Now, have not I been very kind? Nora, I expect to see you in Baltimore very soon. We told Lis, (don’t you remember?) that you were coming back at Easter. Come soon. Ma and I want to go shopping this afternoon, so I shall have to terminate our chat a little earlier than I would otherwise wish. Ma sends you much love. Minnie would have a message for you, were she at home, but she has been in Howard Co. for nearly two weeks. Father Dougherty sends a kind remembrance. Camilla feels much affection for Nora and wished her a great deal of happiness.

’Tis True



1 Honora (Nora) Fitzpatrick was an seventeen-year-old girl who boarded at the Surratt boardinghouse in Washington. She was arrested along with the other occupants of the house and became a witness for both the prosecution (PW, Poore II:89, Pitman 121) and defense (DW, Poore II:185, 466, Pitman 132).

2 St. Patrick’s Catholic Church located on F Street between Ninth and Tenth Streets in Washington, D.C. Mary Surratt regularly attended St. Patrick’s.
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Anonymous “J. Wilkes Booth”

Envelope: Hon. Edwin M. Stanton Sec. of War, Washington DC Postmark New York April 24th 1865

Mr. Stanton,

Dear Sir

If you want me you had better send for me

J. Wilkes Booth

New York

April 24th

1865

P.S. What do you say. JWB


	ANONYMOUS (J. W.)	(3:606–8)
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Anonymous “J. W.”

Washington DC, April 24, 1865

Gen. C. C. Augur

Comdg Dept. Washington

Sir,

On Pennsylvania Avenue at the house next the northeast corner of 20th Street west lives a Mrs. Duvall whose language has become offensive to Union people. Her house is, or was draped with mourning, ostensibly in remembrance of the death of President Lincoln, but you can judge how deep her grief was on this account when you learn that she wept over the fall of Richmond and the surrender of Lee.

She has been in communication with the south since the outbreak of the rebellion and a paroled rebel prisoner now visits her family and she boasts of having known Early’s1 intentions long before he appeared before Washington.

For a corroboration of my statement you might inquire of Captain Webster (late of Grant’s staff, I believe) who with his wife are staying at Mrs. Duvall’s.

Or you might ask Sam. P. Crowley, 2nd Lieut. 4th US Infty., or John Crowley Paymaster (or Paymaster’s clerk) U. S. A. I have sent to Col. Baker (chief of Detectives) a letter similar to this with which he can do as he pleases and you with this.

Very Respectfully yours,

J. W.



1 Confederate general Jubal A. Early, commanding the 2nd Army Corps, attacked Washington on July 11, 1864. He was halted at Silver Spring, Maryland, and withdrew to the Shenandoah Valley.
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Anonymous

Envelope: address Washington DC, Major General Augur, postmark New York, April 17

Monday April 17, 1865

I do not think Booth done the deed. There may be parties concerned with it as well as Booth. Cannot hang on circumstantial evidence only persons guilty of the deed of murder. There were sufficient evidence at the time of deed. If detected, he may not been in the theater. He may not been on the stage that night not engaged for the stage. engagements for evening he may been at Grover’s theater on [illegible]. Examine Booth & Surratt, you will find out the person done the deed.

I think the parties done Secretary Seward was the guilty person done Prest. Lincoln Murder.

The one person done both deeds, John Surratt. I believe. The person say Sic Semper Tyrannis South is avenged was the guilty person.

Answer to the Press Advertisement. I write as follows.

The person that said “Sic Semper Tyrannis. South is Avenged” was the guilty person. Done the deed. Prest. A. Lincoln Murder & Secretary Seward’s family. Murder.


	ANONYMOUS	(3:625)


“A” 556 (JAO) 1865

Newspaper clippings enclosed with letter

Mr. Surratt, of Maryland, is believed to be the man who visited Mr. Seward’s house.1 The best data that can be obtained shows that there were not over five or ten minutes difference between the time of the assault on the President and Mr. Seward, showing that it was not done by the same person.

THE MURDER OF THE PRESIDENT ANNOUNCED TO HIS BOY

The murder of the President was at once announced at Grover’s theater.1 Little Tad Lincoln was in attendance there,2 and the moment that he heard the statement he seemed to go almost crazy, shrieked and sobbed in heartrending manner. The poor boy was taken to the White House, and was soon quieted when it was ascertained that his father was still alive.

The person who made the attack on Secretary Seward and his family was supposed to be John Surratt, of Prince George County, Md. It is believed that Mr. Stanton was to have been one of the victims. He had intended accompanying President Lincoln, but absented himself to attend to business. Two gentlemen who called at his house to inform him of the condition of Mr. Lincoln, met a man in the vicinity of the Stanton’s house, who moved rapidly away when accosted.

Day before yesterday Booth called upon the treasurer of Grover’s theater (Mr. Hess), and asked him if he intended to illuminate that night. Mr. Hess replied that we should not until Friday night; he considered that the proper day. “Well,” said Booth, “why don’t you put on some new and exciting play for Friday evening, and invite the President and other officials, and get up a sensation?”

THE ASSASSINATION

But a moment before the attack was made, the President was leaning forward, resting his head on his hand in his accustomed careless way, his eyes bent upon the stage, and enjoying a hearty laugh. A noise was heard and the form of a person descended from the box occupied by the President. With one leap he planted himself upon the stage and assumed a tragical posture, flourished a dagger, turned and faced the audience, shouting “Sic Semper Tyrannis!” also “The South is Avenged!” in a tone sufficiently distinct to be heard in all parts of the theater. The audience, of course, were shocked and dumbfounded. The suddenness of the affair and the melodramatic manner in which the desperado went through his performance gave to the whole thing the appearance of being part of the play. As quick as a flash, he disappeared at the rear of the stage, followed by J. B. Stewart, a lawyer of this city, who only missed him by about four feet, as the door was closed by the assassin in Stewart’s face. The delay in getting it open again gave him a few seconds start, and he made his escape.

STATEMENT OF MISS HARRIS

Miss Harris, who was in the box with the President makes the following statement:

Nearly one hour before the commission of the deed the assassin came to the door of the box, and looked in to make a survey of the position of its occupants. It appeared [illegible].

THE ASSASSINATION OF MR. SEWARD

Simultaneously with the tragic events at Ford’s theater, and, as near as can be ascertained, at the precise moment another fiend entered the house of Secretary Seward, after some parleying with the servants, and it seems there dealt out his blows in all directions. Some six or seven persons who were in attendance upon the family during the night have made their positive statements of the manner in which the assault was made here, but no two of them agree. It is well established that he applied at Seward’s residence as the pretended bearer of a prescription of medicine. Having succeeded in evading the servant at the door he rushed to Seward’s chamber, but was confronted by Fred Seward, when he had quite a parley for a moment about the medicine, which he had been directed to deliver in person. Finding that he could not succeed in this way he made an attack upon Fred Seward. The desperado was a large and powerful man. He was determined to enter the bedchamber, and drew his pistol and snapped it twice, but did not succeed in discharging it. He struck Seward twice upon the head with such force that it not only felled him to the floor and crushed his skull in two or three places, but also breaking the pistol, separating the chamber from the barrel. He then immediately rushed into the room and applied his knife to Secretary Seward, who was lying prostrate in bed. It is evident, from the wounds, that he tried to cut the Secretary’s throat. He succeeded in inflicting severe gashes upon the face, laying open both cheeks; but his blows were partially warded off by the bedclothes about the Secretary’s neck and by the additional fact that Mr. Seward rolled out upon the floor. A soldier by this time had entered the room and sprang upon the assassin’s back. He stabbed the soldier in the side and succeeded in breaking away, and, after wounding Major Seward, another son of the Secretary, and an attendant, succeeded in making his escape from the house, mounted his horse, and rode away, shouting “Sic Semper Tyrannis” as he sprang into the saddle.1



1 John Surratt was in Elmira, New York, at the time of the assassination. Lewis T. Powell was the attacker of Secretary of State William H. Seward.

1 Leonard Grover’s National Theatre located on E Street between Thirteenth and Fourteenth Streets three and a half blocks west of Ford’s Theatre.

2 White House doorman Alphonso Donn took Lincoln’s twelve-year-old son Tad to Grover’s Theatre to see the play Aladdin! Or His Wonderful Lamp. Young Tad learned of his father’s assassination when it was announced from the stage.

1 In all, five people were injured by Lewis Powell: William Seward; Frederick Seward and Augustus Seward, sons of William Seward; George Robinson, an army nurse assigned to care for Seward; and Emrick Hansell, a State Department messenger who was present at the time of the assault. Witnesses claim that Powell shouted “I’m mad! I’m mad” as he rode away, not “Sic semper tyrannis.”
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Anonymous to President Johnson

Envelope: To the Hon. Andrew Johnson, President of the United States,

Washington DC

[Postmark illegible]

Thursday April 20th

Honored Sir,

You will, I know, pardon a humble individual for taking the liberty of addressing you. My motive is to inform you that whilst you are having the country searched for Booth, the murderer of our lamented President, he is in Washington secreted beneath Ford’s theater.1 He never left it but dropped through a trap door & the one that rode away on the horse only done so to mislead justice. If your honor will surround every side of Ford’s theater with soldiers that no escape can be made & thoroughly search that place you will find Booth, but don’t let no one know where you are going to search till the word of command is given to march or you will never find him. Pray do not despise this hint & may God in his mercy spare your life, but never leave your apartment door without guards stationed at it.

I must not sign my name.

From a woman

God bless & protect you.



1 There is a cellar beneath the stage of Ford’s Theatre that is accessed through two trapdoors on opposite sides and in the rear of the stage area. When Booth first entered the rear of the theater he used the cellar to pass from one side of the stage to the other.
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Anonymous

Dear Sir,

No theater to be permitted for some time.

It is only my opinion.


	ANONYMOUS	(3:631–32)
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Anonymous “Truth”

General C. C. Augur

Aaron Van Camp has left the city to reside in Brooklyn or New York, to throw off the scent and where he can, he thinks, be lost in the crowd of a large city, as well as be near to the workers with whom he has heretofore been operating with as also to be able to enjoy the ill gotten gains he has amassed.

There would have been too much espionage on him here and too many questions asked. How he became rich so very, very suddenly from comparative poverty. See to him. Perhaps you may find him knowing to the late murder of our president and the assassin of Sec. Seward. His son is at Zimmerman’s No. 71 Street near D.

“Truth”
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Anonymous

Washington DC April 22

To Gen. Augur

General

You ought to arrest Matlock & Chapin, G St. between 6 & 7. He loned mony to Surratt & Atzerodt for Port ale etc. His native state is Virginia. Booth was conceled in his stabl Mondy night last1 & his son-in-law, Ed Weaver was an accomplice of Booth You can find something out by arresting Chapin.

Yours Truly

____C____[illegible]



1 On Monday night last, Booth and Herold were hiding in a pine thicket in Charles County, Maryland.
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Anonymous

Envelope: Address, Hon. Joseph Holt, Judge Adv. Gen. Washington DC

Postmark Dover May 20, 1865

Dover NH

May 20/65

Newspaper clipping, Manchester Mirror, April 24 [pasted on note paper]

Known in Canada that the President was to be assassinated. Miss Hannah M. Gillespie of Huntingville, Canada, seven miles from Sherbrooke, writes to her sister in this city as follows: “A copperhead, a species of humanity, came here the other day. He said there was a plot laid to put Abraham Lincoln out of the way. I immediately told it to a Union man. His reply was that he had heard of the plot, and he had no doubt they would put it in execution if they could. I proposed having this fact sent to Washington, but ere our conversation ended the dispatch came and like an electric shock told us the plot had been consummated.

Union


	ANONYMOUS	(3:918–21)
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Anonymous

Envelope: Address Judge Holt, Washington DC, Postmark May 19, Hudson NJ Hudson City,

Hudson Co.

New Jersey

Judge Holt,

Honorable Sir,

The Professor McCullough of whom Joshua T. Devlin gave evidence was last engaged in the North in Columbia College as Professor of Chemistry & Natural Philosophy.1 While occupying that chair he was (if report be true) much engaged upon the improvement of gun cotton as a military material & when his experiments were satisfactorily concluded he resigned his professorship, proceeded to Richmond with his discovery & his friends reported that Jefferson Davis made him a Brigadier General for his services.2

His wife & daughter have resided at the north, I understand, ever since his departure from New York. I think he spells his name McCulloh. He has a brother on Wall Street who is a lawyer.

He did not leave New York, I believe, until 1864 or certainly not before 1863.

A great and apparently secret friend of his was & is Dr. C. C. Schieferdecker, a hydropathical physician. I do not believe the Dr. guilty of any complicity as he is too passionate & open to be trusted with deep things, but he could give information as to where secret information, news & gatherings were had among secessionists during 1861 & 1862, in New York City.

I withhold my name for the present, hoping that some clue may result from the above information that will unmask a monster.

Respectfully Yours,

Jasper



1 Richard Sears McCulloh, a professor of natural and experimental philosophy and chemistry at Columbia College (later Columbia University). He resigned his position on September 25, 1863, and went to Richmond to further the cause of the Confederacy. He was assigned to the Nitre and Mining Bureau, where he used his chemical knowledge to develop an improved formulation of Greek fire, and a form of lethal gas. Captured on May 17 in Florida while trying to escape, McCulloh was brought to Washington and imprisoned along with the eight Lincoln conspirators at the Washington Arsenal.

2 McCulloh never received a commission in the Confederate Army.
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Dr. Mudd, the Englishman

3 miles north of Bryantown

Colored man who saw Booth and who directed him [to the] residence of Henry L. Mudd1



1 Henry Lowe Mudd, the father of Samuel A. Mudd. The father and son’s farms were adjacent to one another, the houses being approximately a half-mile apart.
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“B”

Extract from the proposition of_____________[sic] sent for’d

He promises by showing me to my entire satisfaction, that the parties whom he represents, and is connected with, are powerful and influential with the US Govt., of the US.

He says “Through the influence of the parties referred to, I have arranged to get at least one half supplies (meat) the other half greenbacks, for all the cotton your (our) government may feel disposed to part with;2 the first five or ten thousand barrels of Pork or bacon to be landed at any port Mr. Sec’y. Seddon3 may designate on the East side of the Mississippi, or as much more on the West side, if Gen. Kirby Smith4 or any other Confederate Commander needs them. After this delivery, the way is perfectly clear to deliver anywhere within Gen. Butler’s5 Department. It must of course be obvious to you (me) that a concession so great, was made only with the understanding that it should be kept with the most sacred secrecy, and although it presents upon its face a general rule, for the sake of protecting the executive (Mr. Lincoln) to whom alone we are indebted, the main intention is that it should be carried out by my own friends and such others as only will be useful to us. In order then that we may have the fullest benefit from the arrangement, I would suggest that what may be done, shall be done in the name of a single individual, or his agent, so far as the delivery of supplies and the receipt of the cotton are concerned; touching the disposition of the portion paid in funds, this can be received and disposed of as you (the department) may determine, either in the United States, or in Europe, or in the Canada’s, by instant conversion into sterling. To show how thoroughly the enterprise has been arranged, there are now 10,000 bbls. of pork purchased and ready for shipment the moment the details are perfected, etc. etc.

It was then proposed to get me a pass to go through the lines, but in this I fear they have failed, and that the alternative course has been adopted, to wit; sending the proposal by the hand of Mr. D. Preston Parr1 or Mr. Inlocs. With respect to the plan, I would urge through you upon the department 1st that the only objectionable feature in it consists in the receiving greenbacks, for one half of the cotton, instead of provisions for the whole, for the reason that it is the policy of the Government (ours) not to trade in the currency of the enemy, or countenance such trade by the people. The wisdom of the regulation in the abstract is clear. Indiscriminate barter in this money would of course, be seductive and dangerous, but this objection does not obtain with the same force in operations of Government, and if it did, the evil is weakened, if not wholly removed by the fact that these funds need not & would not enter into the circulation of our own country, but could be paid over to agents designated by our govt. either in the United States, Canada, or Europe, and at once converted into sterling. Thus their possession and immediate conversion would place foreign funds at any point desired, either for purchase, payment of interest, etc., etc., Again the program submitted commends itself to favorable consideration, in that it is endorsed by the highest official in the US Government. Certainty of execution and expedition are thus secured. Our abilities and facilities for producing this kind of provisions are daily becoming more circumscribed and precarious, by the presence of large armies and their destructive raids in the rural districts. We are left then mainly to rely upon what may be introduced through the blockade, and we may be said now to have only one port, where the success of blockade running is at all commensurate with or superior to the risk incurred. This port is Wilmington2 and we have it from the most indubitable source that Herculean efforts will presently be made to capture Wilmington, or failing this to be sealed far more rigorously her port. Where then are we to look for these indispensable supplies if not through the cupidity and avarice of our enemies. To gratify these is as hateful to me, I think trust, as to any compatriot in my land, but starvation or even scanty or uncertain rations to our patient, enduring, & gallant army is as more fearful & abhorrent alternative. Under these circumstances, I think it behooves us to embrace the opportunity offered to supply ourselves with the great necessity. I believe it is if not the only, the surest and most expeditious mode of accomplishing the object upon sufficient & safe certain scale.

The provision question, in this terrible struggle for our national existence, is one if not the greatest we have had to solve, and if my mission shall result in the inauguration of a plan for the certain subsistence of our noble armies, I shall be as thankful to God as if I had achieved a successful military campaign. Should it, on the other hand be attended with failure (albeit no fault of mine, if these plans are not accepted) I shall never feel happy I had not remained to share the discomforts, dangers & trials of the humblest soldier in our ranks!

Independent and outside of this, I have made a contract with a party by which supplies of meat will be furnished at Mobile by written permission of the President of the US to the free passage of the blockading fleet at that port. The first steamer has already sailed but she only carries 300 bbls of pork, the rest assorted cargo, but I am assured by the party “that if there is no delay or difficulty at Mobile, the steamers trips will be hereafter from New Orleans, where cargoes of meat provided from St. Louis, will go rapidly in & receive cotton upon the terms of my order—pound of cotton for a pound of meat”. He then proceeds to say, “If this arrangement fails, it will be because of difficulties on the other side!” Meaning with us!! My contract with this party is for the delivery of 5,000,000 of pounds and this is in accordance with the order. But there are other important considerations in this plan. The President authorizing the breaking the blockade; What complications may not be produced by this with foreign governments. I gave the party a letter to the military, naval & civil authorities, requesting “safe ingress & egress for any ship or steamer or vessels of any character, with cargoes under the provisions of my contract.”

Under these circumstances & Judge C. desiring to send a special messenger home, I have united with him in sending at much expense a young man, whom we believe to be sound & trustworthy. His engagement is to go directly through, deliver these & other papers & return to us with replies. Accordingly I send him at once to you believing that public & personal considerations will impel you to lay them before the Sec’y with great promptness; reading them to him yourself, suggesting that he advise the authorities at Mobile without delay, of such an arrangement, that their aid & cooperation will be given to such deliveries etc. etc. You will know by a reference to boyhood days at the conclusion of this, that it is genuine & that the party who bears it is “all right”. And Any replies you have to send let them be written on as thin paper as possible & sealed with your large seal that I may be equally secure that the communications are genuine & have not been tampered with. God bless you and yours and all ours! And deliver us & our bleeding country from the hands of our enemies!

Do you recollect the Harrison and how much like me you thought him, because he was “rough”? “Oh but no rougher than you, no [illegible] but big”

You had better get dear J. & M. to copy this distinctly; and in large writing. I have written it thus for obvious reasons.

Oct. 31/64

I have seen with my own eyes Old Abe’s written permission to pass the blockading squadron at Mobile, with vessels to take in supplies (meat) & bring out cotton.

“A” 710 (JAO) 1865

“B”

Feb. 13th 1865

Answers have been received from the Govt. agents in France and England to the letters of Messrs. Clay and Thompson1 in reference to the proposition sent here from home and hence to England: viz.: “What terms, assistance or recognition could be obtained”, and enclosing Judge C’s direction here before he left; we send the purport.

Both agree with Judge C. in disapproving of any concession to European power, even accepting protectorate; also agree in believing better terms could be obtained in the manner suggested by him (Judge C.) and acting in accordance with authorities, endeavoring to learn what would be their action should the course proposed be followed.

The matter was treated in England in the usual unsatisfactory noncommittal manner, but in France, M. B. “very promptly remarked that no such alliance and course between the two American countries would be permitted by Europe” “ and again few days afterwards in confidential interview said his sovereign would punish any attempt on the part of the US to pursue the Monroe Doctrine and that if it could be made sure the Federal Govt. would accept such an offer from the states in revolution and there were sufficiently fair prospects of the inauguration of such course, and this made the issue of nonintervention; his sovereign would not hesitate to recognize our country as a nation.

In fact the bait seems to have been taken there just as Judge anticipated. The letters urge that proposition of this nature be made to the Yankee Govt. and efforts made to draw them into such negotiations to their delay.

The letters almost reiterate argument sent by C. who certainly must now have nearly reached home and will be with you to explain so we refrain from sending original documents fearing capture.

Acknowledge receipt by advertisement. I now sign this by numerical combination

67.942.453



2 Certain individuals were given permission by Lincoln to enter into special trade agreements with the Confederates exchanging Union meat for Southern cotton. The reasoning behind such trade was that it removed the cotton from Confederate control so that the Confederacy could not use it in exchange for weapons or gold, which were badly needed. The trade soon became corrupt, and Lincoln’s advisors persuaded him to stop issuing certificates, thus ending the trade.

3 Confederate secretary of war John A. Seddon.

4 Confederate lieutenant general Edmund Kirby Smith. He commanded the Trans-Mississippi Department from 1862 to 1865.

5 Union major general Benjamin Franklin Butler.

1 David Preston Parr, owner of a china shop in Baltimore used as a Confederate safe house and mail drop. John Surratt used Parr’s shop while traveling as a Confederate courier.

2 Wilmington, North Carolina, was the major port that remained in Confederate hands until February 1865.

1 Clement C. Clay and Jacob Thompson were sent by Jefferson Davis to Canada to head Confederate operations emanating from that country.


	ANONYMOUS “A PASSENGER”	(7:364–66)


F-71

Letter to Stanton from “A Passenger”

Saturday 22nd

Hon. E. M. Stanton

Secretary of War

Sir,

I was a passenger yesterday on the railroad from Corry to Phila. and at some station between Corry & Williamsport, a Captain in the US service entered the cars, who stated to some of his friends that he was on his way to Washington to get his discharge. During the trip & before reaching Lock Haven, I think, he exhibited a very fine full length photograph of J. Wilkes Booth, which he said Booth had presented to him in 1862 while in Baltimore. He further spoke of Booth as his intimate friend. I thought at the time I overheard the conversation that perhaps the gentleman was on his way to Harrisburg to attend the funeral observances there today, and that he would give to the Governor the photograph and all the information he had about Booth. I think from his uniform (a jacket) that he must be in the Cavalry service. I regret that I did not inquire the name of the Captain so that some inquiries might be made of him on his arrival in Washington. He wore a reddish moustache and a tuft of reddish hair on his chin and his cap and clothes were not very clean.

A Passenger


	ANONYMOUS	(7:385–91)


Anonymous Letter

It being generally believed that the assassination of the President was the result of a large conspiracy, the writer of this feels it his duty to submit the following for consideration. During the year 1862 the writer of this made the acquaintance of a man by the name of Geo. Shiel, late a member of Congress from Oregon. This man was very violent in his denunciations of President Lincoln; not only politically so, but also personally so. His language was uncommonly bitter; denouncing the President as “a dog” and as “a disgrace to the country”. After Shiel’s term in Congress had expired,1 he returned to Oregon, where having remained probably nine months, or a year, he visited the city of New York and met his bosom friend Ben Wood.2 Previous to the reelection of Mr. Lincoln, Shiel was heard to say, that Lincoln would never be reelected; such “a dog” ought never to be reelected, and if he should be, he (Lincoln) would not be long in office. Mr. Shiel is the confidential friend of traitor Valandingham.3

On the 4th of March last, Shiel was in Washington when the inauguration was over he at once disappeared. He returned to Washington about eleven days previous to the assassination; ventured out into the streets only after dark; his manner betraying mystery and agitation. He avoided giving the address of his lodgings. S. has no occupation in Washington whatever, except drinking whiskey very freely. His regular stopping place when not in Oregon, is in New York. This scoundrel is a member of the K. of the G.C. and must belong to that hellish plot which planned the destruction of one of the best men that ever lived.

Let him be watched. It is said that he went to New York a few days ago with Mary Hall of “The island notoriety”.1 At the proper hour the writer of this will repeat verbally and in person the foregoing.

Metropolitan or Jane McCord’s a noted House of ill fame.



1 George Knox Shiel, a member of Congress from July 30, 1861, to March 3, 1863. Shiel was disbarred for refusing to take the Oath of Allegiance.

2 Benjamin Wood, editor of the New York Daily News and brother of New York mayor Fernando Wood.

3 Clement L. Vallandigham, a Democrat from Ohio, considered the most notorious Copperhead in the North.

1 Mary Hall operated a house of prostitution located at 459 Maryland Avenue on the Island, the area south of the Tiber Canal.


	ANONYMOUS	(7:515–18)


F-94

Unsigned note relating to Booth

I have opened my note to say one more word.

How startling the news I have just heard after having written as I did before dinner.

Booth has shot or he was shot in a barn in Virginia; his accomplice or his friend is taken.

Even while I am writing his spirit knows the entrance of the great unknown; the untried scenes of the spirit work the mysterious eternity of an invisible existence. Oh how many strange coincidences of the last few weeks could I relate but dare not write.

Did you witness for instance the wondrous sunset on the 7th of April? The American flag hung aloft; the American eagle with its wings extended over the earth and the sea of blood; the sea of glass beautifully transparent just above it; the cannon and the bands of soldiers resting near the common at the right of the heavens and the golden purple angels presiding over the scene. Never, never can I forget that most gorgeous mysterious sunset; but I must not write more. I have changed in my wish since I wrote about the birds. I prefer to have the hen, likewise, as I fear the consequence on the temper if alone. So please send the male & the mate.

ANONYMOUS

F-95

Lewis Payne is a native of Fauquier County Va., in the neighborhood of Manassas Junction. His mother resides there. His family was reputable and [obliterated by ink] his connections have been killed in the war. You told me you thought he was the hired assassin of the conspirators. I think he was more. By sending a prudent detective to Warrenton, you will be able to trace ^him^. My information is reliable, but I don’t deem to put it in writing and will tell you all (which is not non-important that you should know for the purposes of justice), when we meet which might be when I return from N. York, where I am compelled to be this week.

Addie will hand you this, which you will please destroy after reading.

[Obliterated signature]


	CHARLES LEE ARMOUR	(4:85–87)


“A” Evd. B. (JAO) P5 1865

Washington April 26th 1865

Affidavit of Charles Lee Armau.

Charles Lee Armor, Central City, Colorado, had seen a man at a public House called the “Ruby” whose name he does not know but who is familiarly known as James. That he has heard him make use of seditious language to the following remark to the substance and effect: “that he hoped General Butler would be the next person that would be assassinated.” I have heard him declare three times, after my contradicting it on each occasion that Booth was a Union man and he denounced Lee bitterly for his surrender and complimented Johnson in the highest terms, and said “you would laugh if they gained their independence yet.” He wrote a letter to the editor of a paper, which he had been taking, requesting him to stop his paper, because it ^which^ had an editorial on the death of the President. I told him the last issues of the paper (the Times) had been loyal but he denounced it as unintelligible paper; the next day he came in and as the paper was lying on the cigar case he tore it up into pieces and scattered them over the floor; his whole manner was sulky when we received the news of the recent victories, as though his feelings were depressed. At one time I remarked that I presumed the surrender of all the southern armies would be received on the same terms as Lee’s surrender except guerrillas such as Mosby: but that I presumed the government would declare him an outlaw; and he said that declaring him an outlaw would not make him one.

Charles Lee Armor


	CHAS. LEE ARMOUR	(4:88–89)


“A” Evd. B. (JAO) P5 1865

Office of Pro. Mar. D. C.

Wash. DC Apr 20 1865

Chas. Lee Armour

Makes statement in regard to one “Jeems”.

Jeems (James)

Endorsement: Commit this man (W. P. James) to Old Capitol arrested by Col.

H. H. Wells to be sent before the Military Commission Capt. G. K. W.

Charles Lee Armour of Central City, Colorado deposes and says that at different times at a public house known as the “Ruby” in the city of Washington D C he has heard a man known as “Jeems” make use of and utter language of a seditious character in relation to the US Government. To the effect “That Gen. Butler should be the next person murdered” and other language of a violent character. That the said Jeems, is presumed to be a southern refugee and from the facts above stated the said deponent believes the said Jeems to be a disloyal person and should be dealt with accordingly.

Charles Lee Armour

Late Associate Justice Supreme Court Colorado

Witness S. Otis Clapp


	SAMUEL B. ARNOLD	(Defendant, 3:611–17)


“S” 554 (JAO) 1865

Sketches of Samuel B. Arnold, Michael O’Laughlin, Edward Murphy, J. B.

Early, William Williams, alias “Pomp” (colored)

Samuel B. Arnold was born at Georgetown, DC of highly respectable parents on the 6th day of September 1834. He was first sent to be educated to Georgetown College, from there he was sent to the Reverend J. H. Dashiels at Govinstown, Baltimore County. His parents having removed from Georgetown to Baltimore. He was one year in Rockingham County, Va. under the charge of the Rev. Mr. Gibbons and afterwards was sent to Saint Timothy Hall, Catonsville, Baltimore County, Md.1 and placed under the Rev. L. VanBokelin; afterward became engaged in farming, lately was engaged in clerking.

He is now between 30 and 31 years of age, on his approach to manhood he was a restless and wayward youth, inclined to bad association. He had been in the Rebel army.2

He was arrested at Fortress Monroe, April 17, 1865.

Michael O’Laughlin, was born in the city of Baltimore, of respectable parents, in the month of June, 1840, and is therefore between 24 and 25 years of age. He was educated at a school conducted by a highly respectable teacher at the corner of Front and Fayette St., and after leaving school learned the trade of manufacturing ornamental plaster work and also acquired the art of engraving. The company he was in the habit of associating with was not of a character that a person indisposed to evil would have made choice of. His personable appearance was generally of a genteel character.

He left Baltimore on the afternoon of the 13th of April in company with Lieut. Henderson of the Navy, B. J. Early, and Edward Murphy for Washington, in the 3 ½ o’clock train and continued there, until the afternoon of the 15th and left for Baltimore arriving in Baltimore at 5 o’clock same afternoon; went to his mothers house but did not stay there, but went uptown to a relatives and stayed there on the night of the 15th and on Monday the 17th was arrested. He had been in the Rebel Army.3

Edward Murphy,1 one of the company composed of O’Laughlin, Early, Murphy and himself, who left Baltimore on the afternoon of April 13th 1865, is a man about 25 years of age, is said to be a plumber by trade. He, a few years ago was unfortunate in causing the death of a young lad named Patterson. He has been in the habit of keeping bad company and has the appearance of being fond of drink. The Statement obtained from him, places him in company with the above named parties from the time they left Baltimore in the 3 ½ o’clock train for Washington, up to the hour that O’Laughlin and Early left Washington on the afternoon of the 15th April., going the rounds about Washington with them, visiting hotels, restaurants and houses of ill fame, etc., and remained in Washington, O’Laughlin and Early left him there.

B. J. Early is a man about 25 or 26 years of age, is a tailor by trade, and one of the party consisting of O’Laughlin, Murphy and Henderson, who left the city on the afternoon of April the 13th to go to Washington and continued with them up to the evening of the 15th of April, and then left in company with O’Laughlin for Baltimore, in the 3 ½ o’clock train. He was known to keep the company of what is termed loose young men or fast young men.

His statement is of the same nature as that of Murphy’s.; that he had left the city in company of O’Laughlin, Henderson and Murphy on the evening stated above, and after frolicking about Washington, drinking and visiting various places, returned to Baltimore in company with O’Laughlin, and went with him to his mother’s house on Exeter Street, and afterwards accompanied O’Laughlin uptown in a hack from Monument Square. O’Laughlin getting out uptown upon a corner, and Early returning to the Square and then walking home to Oldtown Gay Street, his home.

William Williams, (alias) “Pomp”, a colored man is aged about 22 or 23 years. Small in stature; when a boy, was put by his mother to live with the Booth family. He has been known for the last 9 or 10 years in this city, engaged in selling flowers, frequenting public places, as well as business, and private ones, disposing of his bouquets and distributing cards, notes, etc. when engaged to do so. In his statement he makes the acknowledgment that he had delivered letters for Booth, two or three weeks previous to the murder, to Arnold House and to a man he met on Gay Street, who he knew by sight from the time he was a boy, and had played with him frequently, but could not recollect the name, but would know him if he saw him, this man received the letters from him, and said it was his. The man he said lived in Exeter Street. Mike O’Laughlin was the man.2



1 Arnold and Booth were fellow students at St. Timothy Hall in 1852.

2 Arnold served four months in Company D, 1st Maryland Infantry, CSA.

3 O’Laughlen served in Company C, 1st Maryland Infantry.

1 Edward Murphy testified on O’Laughlen’s behalf (DW, Poore II:202, 216, Pitman 229). Benjamin Early testified for both the prosecution and defense (PW, Poore I:149, Pitman 224; DW, Poore II:196, Pitman 228).

2 When Booth was a young boy his father bought a house on Exeter Street in Baltimore. O’Laughlen lived across the street, and the two boys became friends.


	GEORGE M. ARTH	(2:42–44)


“A” 25 (JAO) 1865

April 21, 1865

Washington, D.C.

George M. Arth

General Hardee U. S. A.

Respected Sir,

I beg of you to grant me a permit to enter Ford’s Theater & bring from it my double bass viol & bow belonging to me & used by me as one of the orchestra at said theater, as it is very necessary to me in my profession & I am suffering for its use.

I am humbly

Your servant

George M. Arth


	MAJOR E. R. ARTMAN	(2:1059–60)


“H” 321 (JAO) 1865

E. R. Hartman [sic]1

Monocacy Junction

May 16th 1865

Sergt Z. W. Gammell, Co. D. 1st Del Cav. Will proceed to Clarksburg Montgomery. Co. Md. and find James W. Purdem2 and a Mr. Metz Brown3 and with them proceed to Washington DC and report to Col. H. S. Burnett at the War Dept. without delay.

By Command

E. R. Hartman

Major 213 Up C

Comdg Post



1 Major E. R. Artman (213th Pennsylvania Volunteers) was the commanding officer in charge of the unit stationed at Monocacy Junction near Frederick, Maryland, that arrested George Atzerodt.

2 Gemmill was in charge of the cavalry troop that arrested George Atzerodt. James W. Purdom, a local Montgomery County, Maryland, farmer, provided the information of Atzerodt’s whereabouts and led Gemmill and his men to the Richter farm where Atzerodt was arrested.

3 The man taken into custody (as a prosecution witness) was named Hezekiah Metz.


	WILLIAM P. ASHBY	(3:1217–18)


“A” 714 (JAO) 1865

Ashby Wm. P. also memorandum of persons living in different cities.

Memorandum

Wm. P. Ashby

Lachriel House

Harrisburg

Gave order for 1000 on G. W. Johnson & Co. No 132 D St. Washington, marked

“all right” by R. C.

Who lives at 25, 4 ½ St.

Who is W. F. Cochran, No 425 C St. betw 7th & 8th

Who lives at No 83 Front St. near Gay Balt.

Who is O. D. Madge, Cor 17th & G St. upstairs

Who lives at 131 Vine St. Phila.

Who is George Kramer, Winchester Va.

Who is J. W. Kislen, Lachriel Hotel Harrisburg

Who lives at 486 11th St. Washington bet E & F

Who is Mrs. Rinehold, Cor 4th & Broadway NY


	WILLIAM P. ASHBY	(3:1219)


“A” 714 (JAO) 1865

Harrisburg Pa, April 8th 1865

G. W. Johnson & Co.

Pay to Clem H. Pearson One thousand (1000) dollars and charge to my act.

Wm. P. Ashby

No 132 D Street

Washington DC.

lla ightr. K.G.


	J. HUBLEY ASHTON	(3:648–52)


“A” 564 (JAO) 1865

J. H. Ashton

Envelope: Address Brig. General J. Holt, Judge Advocate General, Winder’s

building, Return Address Attorney Generals Office, Official business

Letterhead: Attorney General’s Office, Washington June 5th 1865

Brig. Gen. J. Holt

Judge Advocate General

Sir,

A letter to the President by James R. Gilmore, alias Edmund Kirke, has been referred to this office, in which the writer states as follows:

“Further, I was at Camp Douglass in 1864, and there met Lt. Col. Langhorne of the 31st Arkansas, who in Aug./64 was sent by Seddon and Davis to Thompson (Jacob) with dispatches. The substance of what he said to me is embodied in the enclosed extract from proof sheets of an article on the “Chicago Conspiracy” which will appear in the “Atlantic Monthly” for July (about 20 days hence). I think Col. Langhorne would be an important witness to show Davis’s connection with the whole Canada iniquity; which, as you will see from the extract I enclose, contemplated assassination and every other diabolical instrumentality”.

The enclosure referred to is herewith transmitted.

This information is communicated for such use as you can make of it. I will thank you to return the enclosure when you have read it.

Mr. Gilmore writes from the office of the Tribune.

Very respectfully

Your obt. Servt

J. Hubley Ashton

Acting Attorney General

“A” 564 (JAO) 1865

Proof Page from Atlantic Monthly for July

The Chicago Conspiracy

Captain Hines, who had won the confidence of Thompson by his successful management of the escape of John Morgan, had control of the initial movement against Camp Douglas; but Colonel Grenfell, assisted by Colonel Marmaduke and a dozen other Rebel officers, was to manage the military part of the operations. All of these officers were at that moment in Chicago, waiting the arrival of the men who were to come in small squads, over different railroads, during the following three days. The rebel officer had known of the plot for months, but its atrocious details had come to his knowledge only within a fortnight. They had appalled him; and though he was betraying his friends, and the South which he love, the humanity in him would not let him rest till he had washed his hands of the horrible crime.

He was a slim, light haired young man, with fine, regular features, and that indefinable air which denotes good breeding. Recognizing the Commandant by the eagle on his shoulder, he said, “Can I see you alone, Sir?” “Certainly,” answered the Union officer, motioning to his secretary to leave the room. “I am a Colonel in the Rebel army,” said the stranger, “and have put my life into your hands, to warn you of the most hellish plot in history.”

“Your life is safe, sir,” replied the other, “if your visit is an honest one. I shall be glad to hear what you have to say. Be seated.”

The Rebel officer took the proffered chair, and sat there till far into the morning. In the limits of a magazine article I cannot attempt to recount all that passed between them. The written statement the Rebel Colonel has sent to me covers fourteen pages of closely written foolscap; and my interview with him on the subject lasted five hours, by a slow watch. He disclosed all that Judge Holt has made public, and a great deal more. Sixty days previous he had left Richmond with verbal dispatches from the Rebel Secretary of War to Jacob Thompson, the Rebel agent in Canada. These dispatches had relation to a vast plot, designed to wrap the West in flames, sever it from the East, and secure the independence of the South. Months before the plot had been concocted by Jeff Davis at Richmond; and in May previous Thompson, supplied with two hundred and fifty thousand dollars in sterling exchange, had been sent to Canada to superintend its execution. This money was lodged in a bank at Montreal, and had furnished the funds which fitted out the abortive expeditions against Johnson’s Island and Camp Douglas. The plot embraced the order of “American Knights” which was spread all over the West, and numbered five hundred thousand men, three hundred and fifty thousand of whom were armed. A force of twelve hundred men, Canadian refugees, and bushwhackers from Southern Illinois and Missouri, was to attack Camp Douglas on Tuesday night, the 8th of November, liberate and arm the prisoners, and sack Chicago. This was to be the signal for a general uprising throughout the West, and for a simultaneous advance by Hood upon Nashville, Buckner upon Louisville, and Price upon St. Louis. Valindingham was to head the movement in Ohio, Bowles in Indiana, and Walsh in Illinois. The forces were to rendezvous at Dayton and Cincinnati in Ohio, New Albany and Indianapolis in Indiana, and Rock Island, Chicago, and Springfield in Illinois; and those gathered at the latter place, after seizing the arsenal, were to march to aid Price in taking St. Louis. Prominent Union citizens and officers were to be seized and sent south, and the more obnoxious of them were to be assassinated. All places taken were to be sacked and destroyed, and a band of a hundred desperate men was organized to burn the larger Northern cities not included in the field of operations. Two hundred Confederate officers, who were to direct the military movements, had been in Canada, but were then stationed throughout the west, at the various points to be attacked, waiting the outbreak at Chicago.


	GEORGE A. ATZERODT	(Defendant, 2:655–59)


“A” 195 (JAO) 1865

Affidavits

Washington City, May 10, 1865

R. R. Jones, Bookkeeper at the “Kirkwood House” says:

That Atzerodt must have come to the house before 8 o’clock A.M. April 14th (Friday); thinks so because the night clerk was on duty. He goes off about 8 or before 9 o’clock. He is not now in, but will be at 11 o’clock.

Atzerodt had no baggage and therefore paid one-day board in advance. He signed the register in his own handwriting & “Charles County”. No one about the hotel recollects his being at breakfast.

I think I saw him next, which was between 12 & 1 o’clock. He came up and pointing to his name on the books, asked if anyone had called to see him. I told him no, or not since I had been in. He hesitated a moment and then said that if anyone came he would be back in fifteen minutes and wished them to wait for him.

As he turned to go away, a young man came up. He was dressed in light clothes; apparently a German. Did not seem to be more than 17 or 18 years old; was dirty, rough looking, like a grocery clerk.1 He said how do you do to Atzerodt, who replied, “I was just going away” I supposed he was the person Atzerodt was expecting. They walked away together and I saw no more of him. I observed him for the reason that we do not generally room anyone on the 2nd floor unless they are customers of the house. By the 2nd floor, I mean the 2nd above the office. His room (No. 126) was on the floor above President Johnson’s, but the room is not immediately over Mr. Johnson’s.

I think I took the card left for President Johnson by Booth, but am not positive.2 I did however give the card to Col. Browning.3 Can’t be positive as to the time when the card was left, but it must have been as late as two or three o’clock in the afternoon of Friday.

Think Col. Browning got the card in the evening, perhaps as early as six or seven o’clock. I don’t know whether Atzerodt asked anything about Mr. Johnson or his room, but some person, a tall, rough looking man, one that looked like a carpenter, did ask if Mr. Johnson roomed here and was in? He was very tall, had on a black slouch hat and I think a light colored coat. He was a light complexioned man, without beard. He asked in a rough way. I answered him rather shortly, because I judged from his appearance that he had no business with Mr. Johnson. I told him he was not in.

I have an indistinct impression that he asked the number of Mr. Johnson’s room, but I cannot be positive. I do know, however, that some one did ask the number of Mr. Johnson’s room and think he was the man. I did not see Booth or Herold in the house that day. I think Mr. Spencer gave Atzerodt the key of his room about four or five o’clock. Specer is an assistant in the house. He is not in right now. The key was taken away and never brought back. Captain Gregory, at Farrell’s Store, had room No. 127, says he heard two persons talking in that room (126) about 9 o’clock of Friday night, April 14th. Taken by me May 10th 1865 at 9 ½ o’clock.

James Kipp

The night clerk at the “Kirkwood House” says:

He gave the room referred to above, to Atzerodt at half past seven or eight, on Friday morning.4 Atzerodt said I have no baggage and better pay one day in advance. He did so. He did not go to his room, nor go to breakfast. He asked no questions.

Mrs. Jones

Wife of R. R. Jones, at “Kirkwood” says:

That a little after 10 o’clock, of Friday night, she heard a person running rapidly past her room in the direction of Atzerodt’s room. He tried to open the door of three different rooms or at three different times and not succeeding in opening the room he came back on a run and went downstairs.

H. H. Wells

Col. & Pro M. Gen.

Def. S of P.



1 This was most likely David Herold, who spent part of the day knocking around the city before meeting with Booth and Lewis Powell around 7:00 P.M. in Powell’s room at the Herndon House. Herold was twenty-two years old and was working as a pharmacy clerk at the time he joined Booth’s plot.

2 Booth stopped by the Kirkwood House on the afternoon of the assassination and left a small card with the message “Don’t wish to disturb you; are you at home?”

3 William A. Browning, Vice President Andrew Johnson’s private secretary.

4 Atzerodt’s reserving a room at the Kirkwood House at 8:00 A.M. on the morning of the assassination suggests that plans were already in place for Booth’s assassination plot.


	GEORGE A. ATZERODT1	(Defendant, 4:20–22)


The prisoner, George A. Atzerodt

In his confession, stated substantially that between 1 and 2 months ago he was called on by John H. Surratt who informed him that he wanted him to go into a great scheme by which a large sum of money was to be obtained; getting him to understand that it was a very extreme plan of blockade running without giving any further details. He stated that John H. Surratt introduced induced him to come to this city to engage in this blockade running scheme. He came here and boarded at the house of Mrs. Surratt for a few days, during which time he was introduced to a man by the name of Wood, and also to Booth, and met David Herold whom he had previously known and that they all of them had several interviews in his presence. In all of which references was made to this scheme of blockade running; but on none of the occasions were there any details given. Nor did he have any idea how the scheme was to be completed until late in the afternoon of the evening of the assassination, when he was called to the room of Wood, at that time boarding at the Herndon house, corner of 9th and F; that he found there Booth, Wood, Louis ^alias^ Payne, and Herold: and then Booth told him that he was going to “kill Lincoln”, and Wood said that he was to kill Mr. Seward and; and they proposed to him that he should kill Mr. Johnson Atzerodt said that he refused to do so, but agreed to pilot them, which they requested him to do, as he was familiar with the country toward Port Tobacco.



1 Atzerodt was assigned to assassinate Vice President Andrew Johnson, but lost his courage at the last minute and fled.


	GEORGE A. ATZERODT	(Defendant, 3:596–602)


“W” 550 (JAO) 1865

Confession of George A. Atzerodt1

April 25, 1865

George A. Atzerodt Says:

I live at Port Tobacco. John H. Surratt came after me in the winter.2 I was at work & could not leave. It was after Christmas. He said he was going to get a great prize and he wanted me because I was acquainted with the Potomac to go with him. Said he was going to run the blockade; came again three weeks after; we came to Washington together; he took me to his mother’s and I staid one week; told me the other parties were over in New York and others were in Baltimore; gave me no names there.

I returned home again; went home and stayed one week and he wrote for me to come on. I came up in the stage; stopped at Kimmel House and Pa. House, 357 C. Street. John Surratt came to the hotel to take me to his mother’s house; here I was introduced to Booth in Com. Gen.’s ^of Prisoners^ office. Nothing of importance was there said. We were to meet again at an early day; the day was not fixed. We met again but Booth went to New York before I saw him again, as I understood. After he came back he came to Penna. House and asked me how I would like to go into the oil business. I said I would like it if I had the capital. He said, “don’t mind the capital, I have that.” I said I would as soon as not go into business. I was drinking hard and he asked me not to drink so hard. He then went to New York again. J. Surratt came and borrowed some money of me. He was going to New York with a lady.3 Surratt had two horses at Howard’s stable. One or both of the horses came from down near Bryantown. He claimed to own them. One of them had a blind eye.4 It was a large bay horse. The other was a smaller bay horse. Surratt wrote to me from New York to sell the horses. This was, I think, in March. I sold the small horse about a week after I got the order. Booth then returned from New York and he took me to a lady’s house near the Patent Office. It is on the Corner of 9th & F St.; it is a Hotel or Boarding house (probably the Herndon House) He took me into the room and introduced me to a young man he called James Wood.5 This was after the fall of Richmond and two or three days before the President was killed and proposed to go to Richmond to open a theater if we could get passes. After that was over we took a walk on the Avenue. He told me to meet him that night at the same place. David L. Herold came there that night. I came in at half past 7 o’clock and told them I wanted to meet a young man on the street who wanted me to go the theater. I took him to the Street by the house, left there and went in alone; they said they were going. Booth told me I ought not to bring any person near the House. We did not have much to say. We went out, parted & went to the theater. Booth and Herold said they were going out; don’t know whether they did go or not; before we parted we agreed to meet the next day at the National, where I could call or he would meet me at this House again. I went to the National at ½ past 10 o’clock A.M. I think it was Thursday; he took me to his room. He then spoke to me again about drinking so much. I asked what he meant by it; he laughed and said never mind. He then told me to go to the Kirkwood and get a pass from V. President Johnson. He said he would be there with a man to recommend me. I went there registered my name and got a room and paid for one days board; that was on Thursday.1 About 3 o’clock, Herold came there after me. He said Booth and Wood wanted to see me. Wood is a tall man with black hair; straight. He is a strong stout-made man; no hair on his face; rather poor; he is rather a good-looking man. I can’t remember faces or features well enough to describe them. He had a wild look in his eyes. Saw him clean his teeth. He carried a toothbrush with him; think he had long legs; saw a bottle of hair oil on his nightstand; think his arms was long. He was a large well-built man. He wore boots; wore a soft hat, lead color, I think, not black, I am sure. We walked down the St.; we were to have met in a restaurant, but Booth was not there and we met down at the National. He was not there. Herold went off & said he would find him. We were to wait. I got tired of waiting and left afterwards into Seventh St. and stopped and drank at different restaurants. About half past five or near six o’clock, I went to the Kirkwood House and they told me a young man had called there for me. I took a chair and Herold came in and said Booth and Wood wanted to see me immediately. He then asked me if I had my key. He wanted to go to my room and show me something. We went to the room and drawed a large knife and a large pistol out of his boot and said let us go and see Booth and Wood. We went to their House on 9th St. (Henderson House2) and they then proposed the murder to me. Booth proposed that we should kill the President; said it would be the greatest thing in the world. This was about half past six or seven o’clock on Friday; that Wood would go up to Seward’s House and kill him. That he and Herold had been and seen Andrew Johnson and found out where he was. He then asked if I was willing myself to assist them. I said that I did not come for that and was not willing to murder a person. They said they did not want me to do any act but only to show them the road into the lower part of Maryland and if I did not I would suffer of it. I said I would do all I could on the road. They said “will you” and I promised that I would. Booth then told me to get a horse and stop near the Eastern Branch Bridge. We then came out; Herold wanted me to go to the Kirkwood House and asked me if I had the key of the room. I told him no. I did not go to the hotel and we parted then & I have never seen them since. Some time in the morning Herold came and wanted I should go down to Surrattsville. He said he Booth, had something there and wanted me to see after them. They were in Mr. Surratt’s old house; kept by Lloyd and I agreed to go. I went and hired a horse. At 1 o’clock, I got a small bay horse at a stable on 8th St. above Franklin St. about one o’clock and rode him till about three and then put him in Naylor’s Stable and left him there till between six & seven o’clock, then I took him and rode out to the Navy Yard, then back again to the Avenue, where I got some Oysters and rode down to the Kimmel House. He took the horse away from the stable about ½ past 7 or 8 o’clock and did not take him back; I did not go to Surrattsville because I could not see Booth that evening.

They wanted I should show them the road to Indiantown over Maryland Point. They were to go to Surrattsville around Piscataway and to strike the Potomac. They were to go through Bumpy Oak; to go to Bumpy Oak you have the road leading from Washington to Bryantown at Teebee, which is about six miles from Surrattsville. You turn off to the right. It is about 25 or 30 miles from Teebee1 to Maryland Point; the road leading from Teebee is not much traveled. I don’t know anyone at Maryland point that would aid them to cross. I suppose after they got to Virginia they would go to the Confederate lines; Seminary Creek runs down by Maryland Point.

Herold was well acquainted with the shores of the Potomac and I think if he got over to Piney Church or to the bridges on the Port Tobacco Road near Bryantown, I would go to Maryland Point, for it is the most direct and there are many crossroads.

I understood that Woods came from Virginia, but don’t know the County. I heard him speak of Warrenton and Fauquier Co. Woods was to kill Seward, Booth the President and Herold V. P. Johnson.2 I last saw Surratt about a week before the murder; don’t know where he is but think he had gone to New York. I went up to Woods to the Navy Yard about 12 o’clock after the assassination; went in a streetcar; got in near the National & went up to the end of the road and then rode back to the depot and then walked up 4 ½ Street and there met a stranger who asked me where he could find a hotel to stop at and I told him to come to the Pa. House and he did so. He was a stranger to me and I never seen him before and have not since; do not know his name; don’t know whether Mr. Surratt was in this business or not. I stopped in Mrs. Surratt’s house for three or four days, I think. They called me “Port Tobacco”. Booth and Herold sometimes spoke of Mosby3 and asked where he was; they also spoke of going to Canada after the assassination, when Booth went to New York last, he said he was going to Canada.



1 Statement taken down by Colonel H. H. Wells aboard USS Montauk on April 25, 1865.

2 January 1865.

3 Sarah Slater, a Confederate agent who worked as a courier.

4 Booth purchased the horse with one blind eye during his December visit to Dr. Mudd’s house. Lewis Powell rode the horse on the night he attacked William Seward.

5 James Wood was an alias used by Lewis Powell.

1 Atzerodt claims that he registered at the Kirkwood House on Thursday afternoon (not Friday morning).

2 Herndon House located at Ninth and E Streets a block and a half from Ford’s Theatre.

1 A small crossroads community that took its name from a stone boundary marker inscribed “T B” for Thomas Brooke, the original landowner.

2 Atzerodt attempts to place the assignment to kill Vice President Andrew Johnson on David Herold. Atzerodt claims that his only role was that of a guide in crossing the Potomac River.

3 Nickname given to Lewis Powell. Powell served with Mosby’s partisans late in 1864.


	GEORGE ANDREW ATZERODT	(Defendant, 7:1–3)


F-01

Andrew Atzerodt, Esq.

Dear Sir,

I send John down for my buggy today as I am in immediate want of it, and hope it is done. My damn horse and mares are all here. If Albert Posey wants to trade he had better come up this evening. Suppose you come along with him. If he can’t possibly come today and will be certain to come Monday morning I will try to wait till then for him. I would rather he would come today if he can.

Yrs. raptly

J. A. Brawner1

Nov. 28th 1863



1 James Brawner, together with Richard Smoot, sold a large flat-bottomed boat to John Surratt to ferry a kidnapped Lincoln across the Potomac River to Virginia.


	GEORGE A. ATZERODT	(Defendant, 7:7–9)


F-03

St. John’s

Oct. 25th 1859

Mr. Atzerodt

Dr. Sir,

When I was at yr shop2 on Friday the 21st 7 in yr absence talked with yr brother about the old buggy. I told him distinctly that I would not think of such a thing as taking it away if you were not willing & I waited to see you, but could not & yr brother told me positively that he had not the least doubt that I might take it & you would think nothing of it & as I failed to see you I supposed that he would communicate to you our conversation, before I sent for the buggy.

I write this because I heard you did not like my sending for it. As to myself, I don’t care much anyway about keeping or parting with it & went to yr shop to see you on the subject on account of my wife’s desire to keep it if it could be done consistently with any understanding I had with you abt it.

In haste,

Yrs Resp.

Fred. L. Brown

PS I didn’t get my right harness in full & not bridle at all.



2 George Atzerodt and his brother John operated a carriage painting business in Port Tobacco, Maryland.


	GEORGE ANDREW ATZERODT	(Defendant, 7:10–12)


F-04

Washington July 24, 1864

Mr. Atzerodt

I heard from Mrs. Bous that John was up & looking for me so I wrote to him and he wrote me word that he had not been up hear for a month, so it must have been you. I should of wrote to you first but I particular asked if it was you and she said it was John. John said in his letter that he had not made no inquiries about me but he was going to Baltimore and would come through here as went home and said what arrangements we could make so that I would write to you right away. I suppose you want me to write and if so, I would like to know on what terms you would like me to come. I am at work in the Navy Yard and got a job as long as I am mind to keep it for $2.75 a day but I don’t like here and would like much better the country. You must write to me as soon as you get this for I would like to know for certain before the 12 of next month for that is payday and I would not like to set in for another month and then leave. I will not give John a positive answer until I hear from you. Write by the next mail no more.

Yours with respect

A. G. Soper


	GEORGE A. ATZERODT	(Defendant, 7:13–15)


F-05

Washington Dec. 2, 1859

Messrs. J. C. Atzerodt & Bro.

Gentlemen,

We hold a note of yours which we were compelled to take up; we sincerely hope you will attend to it; we are extremely hard up; we will esteem it a great favor if you will make some arrangement regarding it. Please send us some money, ever so little will be acceptable.

Please do not delay the matter any longer; also you will find the balance of you’re a/c $8.55.

Trusting to hear from you

We remain

Yours truly etc.

G. R. Thompson & Bro.


	GEORGE A. ATZERODT	(Defendant, 7:513–14)


F-93

Certificate from Miller relating to Atzerodt

This is to certify that Mr. George A. Atzerodt is a subject of Prussia;1 has been a citizen of this country for ten years and has never made a declaration of intention to become a citizen of the United States, nor has he ever attempted to vote at any election.

Thomas Miller

Depy. Pro. Marshal

Chas. Co. Md.



1 George Andrew Atzerodt was born at Dorna, Thuringen, King of Prussia, on June 12, 1835. He immigrated to the United States on June 26, 1844.


	HENRY ATZERODT2	(7:4–6)


F-02

Direct to

Co. K 7 Div. Prisoners camp

Point Lookout Md.

Prisoners camp Point Lookout, Md.

April 5th

Dear Brother,

I am now a prisoner at this place. I was captured on the 3rd of this month near Petersburg Va. and am doing very well. I was treated with all the kindness I could expect as a prisoner of war. Dear Brother you certainly must write to me. I am very anxious to hear from you all at home. You must give my love to all of my friends and acquaintances and tell them they must write to me. I received a letter from Tommy Scott a few days before I was captured. He was then very well. If you can send me a little money it would be very acceptable as I am very much in need of some here. I must now conclude as I am limited to half sheet. I remain as ever your affect. Brother, Henry Atzerodt.



2 Younger brother of John C. and George Andrew Atzerodt. Henry served in Company K, 1st Maryland Infantry, CSA.


	JOHN C. AND GEORGE ATZERODT	(Defendant, 7:506–12)


F-92

Atzerodt Papers

Envelope: Address Mr. George A. Atzerodt, Port Tobacco, Charles Co. Md. Postmark

We the undersigned have, this 4th day of Feby 1861, come to the understanding that we will call the named property of each his own as it is signated below, each one to work every day when able to do so, or if private business calls him away he may do so until one month from the above date, after which all such work is not finished each one to finish his own work. One new top buggy to be finished within the above time and when done and sold each one to have one half of the sale.

One second hand buggy to be G. A. Atzerodt.

Two second hand carriages not finished to belong to J. C. Atzerodt.

One second hand buggy to be finished to belong to G. A. Atzerodt.

One second hand wagon to belong to J. C. Atzerodt.

All materials which not used up in the above named jobs to belong to J. C. Atzerodt, also all blacksmith tools to go to J. C. Atzerodt.

And one set of woodworking tools to go to him the balance of woodworking tools to go to G. A. Atzerodt.

G. A. Atzerodt to have also one bed & bedstead complete and one bedstead also.

One feather bed to sold and divide it between us both, one half of the chairs in the house and one half of the washstands also are to go to G. A. Atzerodt, the balance of the furniture to belong to J. C. Atzerodt each one to pay his own individual expenses from this date and when the above agreement shall not be carried out by either one of the undersigned this shall then be gone by according to law. If any custom work should come to the shop during the time it shall be done and the pay divided between us both each to pay one half of John Beadley’s wages during the time each to pay one half of Henry Atzerodt expenses during the above time, all accounts up to date due us divided by money, bonds or accounts given under our hands & seal this 4th day of Feb. 1861

John C. Atzerodt

George A. Atzerodt.

Test. John Bentley


	JOHN C. ATZERODT	(3:557–67)


“A” 541 (JAO) 1865

Atzerodt, John C.

April 18th, 1865

John C. Atzerodt testifies as follows: I live in Baltimore, 91 Sharpe Street. I am with Mr. McPhail, and am down in this part of the country ^on duty^ of Mr. McPhail.1 We came from Point Lookout. Started down there last Saturday week; had nothing to do with this matter of the President. We were at St. Ingall’s when we got the news. We were after blockade-runners. I have a brother by the name of George A. Atzerodt who goes by the name of Andrew, the A standing for Andrew. He looks like me; favors me a great deal; he looks more sickly. Is inclined to be consumptive. Has had a cough for several years. Is sallow; not pale, but yellowish. I had a conversation with my brother about four weeks ago, when I saw him. I met him at Surratt’s. I was going down to Charlotte Hall. Surratt’s, I think, is about 10 miles from here on the Teepee road.1 I merely asked him how he was and what he was doing. He said he was not doing any business in particular. He asked me where I was going and I said to Charlotte Hall and wanted to go to Port Tobacco from there, and he said perhaps he would meet me on the road at Teepee and take me down. He did not say anything else. He has never had conversation with my family that I have heard of. I heard my sister say that he had made boasts as to what he was going to do. He would either hear of his being hung or making a good deal of money, a fortune, or something like that.

He did not state with reference to what it was. I saw him at Surratt’s. Surratt was there; they had taken the Post Office away from there and a man by the name of Roper keeps it now, and the stage has to go about half a mile and return and the passengers generally get out till the stage comes back. So I found this party there. As soon as I walked in ^he^ called Surratt aside.

My brother has always been suspecting me. He took Surratt one side; not long. Surratt went out & got his buggy and drove off, & I remarked to my brother “Where is Surratt going?” And he said up to Morton. A young man by the name of Herold was there also. He lives in Washington. I don’t know where. Herold is a little chunky man, quite a youth and wears a very thin mustache, for he is quite young2 (The picture of Herold was shown and the witness identified it as the man he saw). Those are the only persons there that I knew. There were some farmers there, ^living^ in the neighborhood, waiting for the mail.

I know a man by the name of Marcellus Bailey; he lives at Port Tobacco. He is a barkeeper there. I think he was in company with my brother when I was last there; either Marcellus or Cornelius Bailey. I don’t know which now. We left on Friday and he was in Baltimore on Monday. I have understood that he was with my brother there. Barns and Bailey and my brother were there together. They never came to my house. When Bailey first moved to Port Tobacco he moved there as barkeeper. Since that he has been in the Confederate army and returned. I think he was there 12 months. He returned a couple of years ago. I believe he went in ’61, I believe.

Barnes lives at Allen’s Fresh. It is two miles below Port Tobacco in Charles County. I do not think he is doing anything this year. Last year he was in partnership with a man by the name of Martin as hotel hotel keeping. Both of the Baileys are his friends. That’s the reason I cannot make up my mind which it is. Cornelius Bailey is a tall fellow, a little taller than Barnes is. Barnes is a small fellow. Cornelius Bailey is a small fellow; looks red in the face and has a light mustache and generally blacks it. One of his arms are thrown ^drawn^ up with rheumatism. I forget which arm it is. I think his right; He’s narrow-shouldered. Marcellus Bailey is about 5 feet 8, broad shouldered, light complected, has a Roman nose. Has a light sandy mustache. The last time I saw him he had whiskers on the side of his face, but none on his chin. His hair is light. He wears it short.

Barnes is small, has black whiskers; wears nothing but a mustache and an imperial, but he carries a good set of whiskers for his age. His hair is black. I suppose he is about 22 or 23; eyes dark and pretty large.

Surratt is a tall, thin-faced man, five feet 6 or 8. The last time I saw him he had whiskers. I forget whether he had a light mustache or a little imperial, but what he might have had. I do not remember now. He has light hair, it is thin; his shoulders are square; complexion pale, and white, complexion clear, but face thin. I think he has long fingers and a small hand. Last I saw him he was not dressed very well but wore a shawl. Had a gray suit on and a plaid shawl on. I think his cheekbones are prominent. His face is broad on the upper part and thin on the lower. I cannot tell whether his forehead is straight or receding, but think it is flat. He walks straight.

The last time I saw my brother he had on a brownish speckled coat and pants also and a sack coat; I forget whether it was split up behind; it had flaps on the pockets, a very nice genteel coat, made at Port Tobacco. A man by the name of Hawkins made it for him.

I understand my sister to say he had a very nice overcoat on in Baltimore; she said a long gray overcoat. I never knew of his having a black coat. He had a pistol with him but I don’t know what kind it was. I only saw the butt of it as it was in the scabbard. It was a good-sized pistol, a revolver. I should think for I do not know. It was apparently a long pistol.

He smoked a short briarwood pipe. I do not think there was a silver plug in the bottom of the bowl. I do not remember whether he had any gloves on, but while I was down to Port Tobacco he generally wore a pair of buckskin gauntlets. He had a black slouch hat; a pair of cavalry boots with enameled leather, stitched with white; he wore No. 7’s. His hair is rather light brown; whiskers very much scattered.

As well as I can recollect I think I have seen Booth once.

(The witness was shown Booth’s likeness and recognized it)

My brother is 29; speaks with a little German accent; carries his head on one side in walking, and one shoulder higher than the other. Saw my brother last at Surratt’s ^about^ four weeks ago.

I saw him at Port Tobacco two weeks after Christmas; he was riding around with a tall man with black whiskers. He went down to the river shores several times. He would go away in the morning and return at night. He stopped there at the hotel. I tried my best to find out the gentleman’s name but the proprietor told me he could not find out what his name was; they kept no register there. The man is tall, I suppose 5 feet 10, perhaps five feet eleven; pale faced; a pretty large face; light whiskers; no mustache. Did not hear him talk; did not ask my brother what his name was. After this man went away my brother came to me & asked me if I did not want to buy his mare.

(Witness was shown Booth’s likeness and asked if it resembled this man’s and he said it did not)



1 John Atzerodt was a detective on the staff of Maryland provost marshal James L. McPhail. It was Atzerodt’s tip to McPhail that he should look at the Richter house in Germantown for his brother George.

1 The small community is known as Teebee or TB.

2 David Herold was twenty-two years old at the time.


	CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS AUGUR1	(2:111–13)


“A” 44 (JAO) 1865

The original of this letter was shown to the late President and retained by him about Jan’y 7, 65. If that letter were found, it might be of service in the present investigation.

C. C. Auger

This letter was addressed to E. [a portion of this letter is torn]

And would _____ therefore is [unintelligible]

St. Louis, Mo.

December/64

January 6,65

Tear [sic] Aunt,

It is with a sigh that I take my plume ___ grown nerveless by a sorrow, which, though ___ has become a never-ending joy to my existence. ___ who grew up like the stately oak, should fall. ___ the acorn cup be buried in the cold ground, ___ up some time or another, life, and I among ___ would now take my leave of you, grieving for my ___ forgiveness, for though I bear the scepter I ___ must not wear the crown. The Tyrant who ___ must lie low. I can at length utter ___, the dream no opened into certain irr___ for the martyrs of earth shall be rewarded hereafter.

Jude Elliot

I can make it a felo dese to the cheated millions.

I write as you perceive, under great excitement, and what wonder that I hear my heart pulsating, when ere long, another, through my means shall cease to beat. Aye! That is my answer. Aye! When one hundred thousand deaths have been sacrificed to preserve the life of our Goddess, shall the vilest man who ever lived, as the Arch Fiends elected still survive when his death would be her life? Courage! Bide your time now! Be brave—himself until you have the signet. We are progressing finely and all is well. Courage! Courage still! And wait. The Ides of March shall come to these states before the month is here. But caution! My heart is steeled and my soul knows no master, save a will that cannot die, and a calmness that no thought no future anguish can shake, is mine.


	C. C. AUGUR	(2:1046–47)


“A” 318 (JAO) 1865

Letterhead: Head Quarters Department of Washington, Office of Provost Marshal General, Defenses North of Potomac, Washington DC May 1st, 1865 Special Orders No. 88 (extract) Special Office C. Merrill and one (1) assistant on duty at these Hdqrs. will at once proceed to the convent Cor. Of 10th and “G” St. this city and examine the baggage of Miss Annie Ward,1 Teacher and arrest her & proceed to War Dept. and deliver her & all letters and papers found in her possession, to Col. Burnett, without delay.

By Command of Maj. Gen. C. C. Auger,

T. Ingraham

Col. And Pro. Mar. Gen.

Def. N. O. P.

(7:596–98)

F-105

Special Order No. 68, HQ, Dept of Washington, April 16, 1865

Headquarters, Dept of Washington, Office Pro. Mar. Gen. Def. No. of Potomac, Washington, D.C.

April 16th 1865

Special Orders

No. 68 (Extract)

Special Officers James A. McDevitt, George Hollebaw and Lewis J. Wiechmann are hereby ordered to proceed to New York City on important Government business and after executing their private orders, return to this city and report at these Hdqurs.

The quartermaster Department will furnish the necessary transportation By command of Maj. Gen. Augur

(sgd) T. Ingraham

Col. And Pro. Mar. Gen. Def. N. of Potomac

(3:415–17)

“A” 508 (JAO) 1865

Major Gen. C. C. Augur

Endorsements: Respectfully referred to Brig. Gen. Holt, by whom the within named persons were recommended for discharge, for any information he may have of their place of confinement. W. A. Nichols, Asst. Adj. Gen. return and report.

CCU Edwin Middleton, H. M. Bailey, N. B. Crangle, Sheetz has been released.

W.A.H

War Department

Adjutant Generals Office

Washington June 3, 1865

Major General C. C. Augur

Comdg Dept. of Washington

Sir,

The Secretary of War directs the release from custody of the following named persons now held as prisoners within the Department of Washington. Viz.:

James R. Ford

Miss J. Ross

Harry Clay Ford

Frank Roth

Oscar Hough

Walter M. Barnes

S. T. Sheets

Mrs. Charles Robbin

Thomas Green

C. H. Pearson

William Gabriel

Margaret Rosier

J. D. Reamer

Samuel Cox1

Miss Mary A. Cook

M. B. Ruggles

W. P. James

A. R. Bainbridge

Richard Williams

Nicholas B. Crangle

Edwin Middleton

Lizzie Batchins

Henry M. Bailey

Mrs. Thomas Green

Robert Kinder

John Harrison

All these parties will be required to take the oath of allegiance before being discharged.

Please report the execution of this order.

I am Sir, very respectfully

Your Obt. Servant

E. C. Townsend

Asst. Adj. General

(3:418–19)

“A” 508 (JAO) 1865

Form Document: Headquarters Department of Washington, 22nd Army Corps., Washington June 3rd, 1865, To Wm. P. Wood, Esq.

Superintendent of the Old Capitol Prison

You will immediately release the persons of S. T. Sheetz, Edwin Middleton, H. M. Bailey, N. B. Crangle now in your custody on oath of allegiance to the US Govt.

C. C. Augur

(3:422–23)

“F” 509 (JAO) 1865

Endorsement: AGO May 7, Mr. Sidney Ramond, the detective charged with the execution of the within order, informs me that he found “Squire Gardner” a very aged and feeble old man confined to his bed by a recent attack of fever. After some conversation with the family, he determined to arrest the nephew Thomas L. Gardner1 and did so, delivering him to me last night, and I sent him to the Old Capitol as per accompanying order Lew Foster, AA Gen.

Letterhead: Head Quarters Department of Washington office of Provost Marshal General, Defenses North of Potomac, Washington D. C. May 5, 1865

Special Order

No. 94 Extract.

II. Captain J. T. Potts will at once cause the arrest of a certain Squire Gardner who lives near Doctor Mudd’s near Bryantown, Md. & deliver him to H. L. Burnett, Col. & Judge Advocate, War Department, Washington.

By command of

Major Gen. C. C. Augur

Geo. R. Warbling

Capt. & Asst. Pro. Mar.

(3:1171–97)

“A” 710 (JAO) 1865

Augur, C. C. Maj. Gen.

Letterhead: Headquarters Department of Washington, 22nd Army Corps, Washington DC Nov. 12, 1864

Hon. E. M. Stanton

Sec. of War

I have the honor to enclose you a report of Colonel Wells, Provost Marshal @ Alexandria, detailing his arrest of a bearer of dispatches from persons in Canada, to the Confederate authorities in Richmond. The man “Peterson”1 has been committed to the Old Capitol Prison.

In conjunction with Colonel Wells I have examined the papers found upon his person, and herewith transmit them for the consideration of the War Department. They are as follows: viz. Two envelopes and enclosures; the first of these envelopes has no address written upon it, but bears upon its reverse a seal in red wax impressed apparently by an ordinary signet ring. Though the wax has been somewhat broken the letters “C. C. C. Jn”2 or the main portions thereof can be made out. This envelope contains two enclosures;; the first is a letter upon a single sheet of white notepaper of a very thin description like the envelope which contains it. This letter is dated “St. Catherine’s, Canada West” and is addressed to “My dear Ginie”.

It is also marked “Hdqrs.” at its head, but has no signature. At the bottom on the fourth page is a sort of postscript marked H. L. C. and urging that an immediate answer should be sent. There is also posted at the head of the note a “Personal” cut from some newspaper addressed to “Mrs. Caroline V. Tracy” and signed “T. E. Lacy”. The second enclosure in the envelope is a letter written upon one and a half sheets of thin blue letter paper, also dated at “St. Catherine’s Canada West”, Nov 1st addressed to the “Hon. J. P. Benjamin Secretary of State Richmond Va.” It relates to the recent attack upon St. Albans Vt. And also to one Capt. Cole,3 a rebel officer captured on the steamer Michigan, and appeals to the Confederate Government to recognize and acknowledge the acts of these parties. This first envelope and its two enclosures I have marked letter “A”. The second envelope is also of thin white paper but bears neither seal or address. It contains three enclosures. First a thin piece of blank blue paper covering two letters. The first of these letters is dated “Oct 31st 1865, without the name of the place at which it was written. It is addressed at the top “My own dearest” and is signed “your devoted husband” but without the name of the writer.

This letter as well as its companions in the same envelope is written upon thin blue letter paper precisely like that contained in the envelope marked “A”. The other letter in this second envelope bears neither date or address at the top but is headed “Extract from the proposition of ___[sic] sent forward”. It relates to the proposition of a party in the United States to furnish provisions for the rebel Army in the Mississippi River and at places within General Butler’s Department. The second envelope and its enclosures I have marked B.

I have the honor to be

Very Respectfully

Your Obt. Servant

C. C. Augur.

Maj. Gen. Comdg

“A” 710 (JAO) 1865

Headquarters Pro. Mar. Gen. Defenses South of the Potomac November 11, 1864

Gen. C. C. Augur

Commanding Department of Washington

Sir,

I have the honor to report that information having reached me today that an agent giving a description of his person, would arrive at Alexandria during the evening having upon his person written correspondence of the agents and emissaries of the Confederate Government, which was to be secretly and clandestinely passed through our lines. I arrested at the time and place indicated for his arrival, a young man giving his name as “George Peterson”. He answered the description given, and upon searching him I found concealed upon his person two packages of papers which are delivered herewith. And I have the honor to turn over the prisoner for confinement. The papers sewed into the leg of his pants. I remain, General, your obt. Servant H. H. Wells

Col. & Pro. Mar. Gen.

Def. South of the Potomac
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Newspaper clipping: Mrs. Carolina V. Tracy, care of Major Comer, Macon, Ga. Don’t sail or join me, unless Lawson says I must stay. I hope to return in November. I have written weekly. None from you since June 30; have seen Jennie. T. E. Lacy Richmond Inquirer and Macon Telegraph please copy.

1864 St. Catherine’s C. W. Tuesday Nov. 1st No. 20 “A”

My dear Ginie: I am disappointed, mortified, distressed, & almost distracted this morning at receiving not one line from you or any other friend in Dixie. It is 8 o’clock AM. I arose one hour ago, dressed & went to the PO for letters, as our mails from Halifax was due. I returned with 3 for Bev Tucker1 from his wife, of 13th, 20th, & 20th ult. one from his daughter & two from friends and 6 letters from home. And thus it has been ever since I reached here. He gets his regular monthly mail with 3 or more letters from his wife & as many from others; I have rec’d one letter from Lawson & two from you since I reached Canada; the last dated 30th June. These are all I have gotten in Canada and 6 letters from you since leaving you six months ago are all ever rec’d. Now am I not encouraged to write to you & to write often by tender appeal or mentions for intelligence of me. Am I not well repaid for writing regularly every week or ten days to you; determined to take every chance of communicating with you? The only thing I have heard from you, save thru others, since yrs. of 30 June, which reached me 15th Sept. was yr personal of 20th Sept. which reached me at Quebec, whither I had gone on business, on 13th October. I immediately enclosed to Jennie my answer to it & $10 to pay for yrs. & mine. It did not however appear in the news till 29th Oct. I know not why. It was then addressed to Carolina Tracy. I enclose it but I hope you will get it & understand. I have also since sent a personal to Col. H. L. Clay, which I hope he & you will see, inquiring “can I return at once? If not let my wife come to me by Flag of Truce boat via Washington City, if she can; not otherwise.”

I was surprised & distressed by your personal. As I told you the Prest. did not expect me to stay longer than the early part of this month, & you knew it would require quite a month under favorable circumstances to get to me. I could not understand why you should come to me to go back immediately. I inferred either that you had learned I was to stay here all winter, or that you did not hear from me or that some fresh affliction had come upon you that made you feel like flying to me for comfort. Oh! What anxiety & suspense I have endured. Money cannot compensate for it. If I could only have had a personal every two weeks of about two words only—all well, I should have been quite cheerful. As it is, in utter ignorance of the condition of those I love best, whether living or dead, sick or well, in comfort or in want, contented or miserable, I could but feel disquieted, anxious & rather unhappy.

God grant you & all my dear kin life, health, comfort & content until we meet again on earth is my nightly prayer.

I sent you, immediately after getting your letter by Ben Young,2 all the articles you wrote for & several more for yourself, dear Listia & Matt. They reached Halifax. Were sent by the Ellen, which got into the port of Wilmington. I therefore trust have been long since delivered to you by the Express Co. by whom they were to be carried thence. I also sent a magnificent fan, a present from Geo. N. Sanders & two very superior pairs of winter shoes some six or 8 weeks since. I again sent you about 2 weeks ago a package of flannel, balmorals, dresses, stockings, gloves, collars, cuffs etc. among them the best black silk, I could find here. Accompanying each I have written to you at length. The last was the most valuable of the packages sent. I hope you may get them all & enjoy them very much. Some of these last articles were for dear Listia as you will see if they ever reach you. Now I shall send this by an underground railroad, addressed to Lawson, who will open read & forward to you forthwith. I hope too if you are in Ga. He will telegraph you on rec’t of letters, that he has it; that I am well & that he has forwarded it by express, for I distrust the mails. My health continues very good notwithstanding my anxiety & distress & I certainly look better than for many years. I intend if I am not instructed to remain, to leave here for Halifax by the 20th inst. At farthest, and to try my best to get to you as soon thereafter as possible. But Wilmington is so closely blockaded now that it is very hard to get in & I may be captured in trying to do so. And if Forts Fisher & Caswell are taken, or the enemy get over the bay with their war vessels, I may have to go to Galveston, Texas, or even to Mexico & across the Rio Grande. Which may require some months before you can hear from me. I think I shall try Wilmington if any blockade runner ventures in after I get to Halifax. If it is desired that I stay here thru the winter, you must try to get a safe conduct & come to me by flag of truce thru the U.S. I cannot endure the thought of staying here till spring without you. I trust I shall get an answer to my last personal to Lawson, from him saying “you can return” or “you must stay”, so as to settle my purpose. Jake1 says he means to stay till March, but I won’t unless desired by the Prest. Something may turn up to change my views. I trust Lawson will answer this by the bearer, sealing it as this is, so as to show if it is tampered with, I write on this thin paper & put in as thin an envelope and seal with a friends seal (CCC Jr).2 Let Lawson say what seal he puts on the answer & urge the Sec to give the bearer these answers as soon as possible. L’s answer need not be signed by him & may be addressed to J. Bevins Giles, St. Catherine’s, C. W. Now I am sure you have written to me at least twice a month. Try now personals & letters one page long, by flag of truce to Mrs. R. E. Corse (wife of our friend) Poughkeepsie NY and sign your name distinctly Caroline V. Lacy, so that Mrs. Corse may know who you are. With love to you & my kin & servants(?), & invoking Gods blessing on you all, I am as ever yrs., with more love & reverence than should be given to any earthly creature. Farewell, I hope not a long farewell, my precious, darling Ginie.

H. L. C.

Hand the within as directed immediately and try and send answer of Sec. within 24 hours from delivery.
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Newspaper “American and Commercial Advertiser” Baltimore May 27, 1865 article bracketed

Probable Accomplice of Booth in New Haven—Sudden Disappearance of the Stranger—He is supposed to be John H. Surratt

(From the New Haven Journal)

The public will doubtless be surprised to learn that there has been in this city a man who, there is good reason to believe, was connected with the plot which resulted in the assassination of the President. On the Sunday after the death of the President a man, whose name was afterwards discovered to be Lemos, stopped at the Central Hotel in this city. He appeared to be about thirty years of age, was about five feet seven inches in height, of light complexion, had light and very busy hair, a hawked shaped nose, gray eyes, a heavy scar on the right side of his neck and another on the face, supposed to have been saber cuts, was well dressed, and was taken for a German Jew.

During the night he stole what change there was in the money drawer and decamped. In the morning the robbery being discovered, he was chased and overtaken at Milford by the proprietor of the hotel and the stolen money was recovered. The man begged hard to be released, and produced and offered as an inducement a gold watch, worth fifty dollars which was accepted and he was suffered to go at liberty. On being released he told the proprietor he had left a carpetbag at the hotel, which he desired to be sent to one Myers at Southport.

The carpetbag was given to the police, who on opening it examined its contents and found that it contained some very singular articles, which at once made further acquaintance with the runaway seem highly desirable. There was found, first, a carte de visite of a lady, apparently about thirty five years of age, plain looking, rather fleshy and wearing a stylish dress. This photograph was contained in an envelope and on the back of the photograph was written these words: “Meet me in Washington on the 10th”

(signed) “J. W. Booth”

On comparing this signature with those made by Booth on the books of the New Haven House, it was found to be genuine.

There was also found in the carpet bag a card of the Ogden Hotel, New York, with the name of Jane Tipping on the back; also a card of the Morton Hotel, Liverpool England, with the following written on the back “John Morton, care of John Merley.” Underneath “J. W. Booth” which also proves to be the genuine signature of the assassin. There was also a card of the Albion Hotel, New York, with the name of Jen Schliesner, DC, written on the back; also a discharge of Samuel Tirnery from the British ship New Brunswick, and last, but not least important, there were two passes signed by H. S. Parsons, Gen. Sheridan’s Adjutant General, one of which bore date December 9, 1864, and was to permit M. Lemos, a scout, to pass out of the lines and return; while the other bore date December 9th, and was to permit M. Lemos, a scout, to pass out of the lines with two men and led horses, to go to Charlottesburg and return.

Upon finding these suspicious papers, the police started in pursuit of the man; going down on the New York Railroad as far as Southport, but failed to find any traces of him. Returning they informed Capt. Clark, Provost Marshal, of the facts, and he immediately went to New York and set the detectives to work. They found that the man had hired out as clerk to the proprietor of the Albion House, and was to come on duty on Saturday, the day on which he came up here. Learning nothing else satisfactory, Captain Clark returned and set his force at work.

They succeeded in tracing him to Derby, and thence to Zoar Bridge, across the Housatonic. On the opposite side are four roads, leading off in different directions, and no one knew which road he took. All the roads were thoroughly searched, all the local authorities about that whole region were set to work, the inhabitants were roused to action by the rumor that the man was John Surratt, for whom a large reward was offered: the whole country was completely raked over, so to speak, but strange to say, not the least trace of the man after he crossed Zoar Bridge has yet been found.

Officers continued the search into New York, Massachusetts and Vermont, but without avail. Six or seven different men were arrested, one in Pauline on the Harlem Railroad, and two or three were brought to this city, one securely handcuffed, but none answered to the description, and some of them had no resemblance at all. After two weeks of unremitting search, all hopes of securing the fellow were given up. But the sudden disappearance of the man is one of the most unaccountable things on record. There appears to be no doubt among those acquainted with the facts that the man was in some way connected with Booth in his terrible plot.

We believe that in another instance, as the evidence shows, the back of a young lady’s photograph was used by Booth to write a similar message. Possibly a comparison of the two may cast further light upon the matter. The signature, which is pronounce to be unmistakably genuine; the time, the lack of money, and the possession of a fine gold watch together with his anxiety to get away, the strange papers left behind, and his still more strange disappearance, all indicate that his capture would have been highly desirable.

About two weeks after the man left this city a soldier called at the Provost Marshal’s office and asked for transportation home, saying that he was a scout in Sheridan’s army. On being asked if he knew a scout by the name of Lemos he replied that he guessed he ought to, for he had spent two months in prison with him in Richmond. He then gave a correct description of the man. It is thought, judging from the other facts, that this man became a Union scout in order the more readily to accomplish a treacherous purpose.

[line illegible due to fold in paper] far withheld in the hope that the suspicious persons might be captured. The papers left by him with a full statement of the case will be sent to Washington.



1 Commander of the 22nd Army Corps defending Washington.

1 Anna Ward was a teacher at St. Mary’s Female Institute, where she came to know Anna Surratt (a student) and her mother Mary Surratt. Ward later worked as a teacher at the Visitation School for Girls located at Tenth and G Streets in Washington. Ward and Mary Surratt both attended St. Patrick’s Catholic Church on F Street between Ninth and Tenth Streets. Ward’s connection to the conspirators emerged during her testimony (DW, Mary Surratt, Poore III:219, Pitman 135) in which she admitted being a mail drop for John Surratt while he was in Montreal. She also inquired at the Herndon House about an available room ostensibly for Lewis Powell at the behest of John Surratt.

1 Samuel Cox gave shelter and food to Booth and Herold during their escape. Cox instructed Confederate signal service agent Thomas Jones to hide the pair in a pine thicket before sending them across the Potomac River to Virginia.

1 Thomas L. Gardiner, Squire Gardiner’s nephew, delivered the one-eyed horse to Booth on December 20 at the Bryantown tavern where Booth was staying. Thomas Gardiner appeared as a witness for both the prosecution and the defense (PW, Poore I:361, Pitman 71; DW, Poore II:422, Pitman 196).

1 George Peterson, a Confederate courier operating between Canada and Richmond.

2 Clement C. Clay.

3 Charles H. Cole, a ringleader in the plot to capture the USS Michigan anchored off of Johnson’s Island. Once captured the ship would be used to free the twenty-five hundred Confederate prisoners held on the island. The plot failed, and Cole was arrested.

1 Former U.S. consul in Liverpool, England, Tucker was sent to Canada in 1864 to further bolster the Confederate underground operating there.

2 Lieutenant Bennett Young, leader of the Confederate raid on St. Albans, Vermont.

1 Jacob Thompson.

2 Clement C. Clay Jr.


	R. WINSLOW AYER	(3:176–79)
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Ayer, I. Winslow, MD

Letterhead: Chicago Throat and Lung Institute, McCormick’s Building, Corner Randolph & Dearborn St., I Winslow Ayer, MD, Chicago, Ill. May 24, 1865

To His Excellency

Hon. Andrew Johnson

President of the United States

Sir, I beg to enclose the documents herein contained & to solicit a moment of your attention.

I had the assurance of our dearly loved lamented President Lincoln that I should have his recognition the moment we had broken up the conspiracy. The work is done. He can not notice the service. Will it be forgotten or may I hope that you, sir, may even by a few words acknowledge that I rendered some little service to our country?

Your Obt. Svt.

I. Winslow Ayer

An autograph expression from yourself would be ever gratefully remembered.
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Newspaper article

DAILY TRANSCRIPT

Saturday morning May 20

A BIT OF HISTORY

In 1860–61 every member of the United States Senate from the seceding States turned traitor save one. Those traitor Senators are now either homeless outcasts and proscribed criminals, or are in the hands of justice to be tried for their treason, while the one loyal Senator is President of the United States, the proud Chief Magistrate of a powerful nation triumphant over all its foes. Thus treason goes execrated to its doom, while loyalty, amid the plaudits of a grateful people, is called to take its place at the head of the State. In view of this striking exemplification of the justice the Almighty Power let no one say hereafter that treason does not find its punishment nor patriotism its reward.

TREASON AND PERJURY

Either Dr. I. Winslow Ayer and Robert Alexander of Chicago, are perjurers seeking to take the lives of their fellows, rob them of their reputation and their means and restrain them of their liberty, and these men are consequently deserving the ignominious punishment of the law to its fullest extent, or they have been instrumental in bringing to light the formidable conspiracy concerning which the investigation was recently made by the Military Commission in Cincinnati. Either malice, hatred, revenge or hope of reward, or some other motive equally potent must have been the mainspring of their conduct, or these gentlemen have exhibited a self sacrificing devotion to country; the highest degree of patriotism, true heroism, utter disregard for self interest, even of life itself and stand out among the most prominent of our country’s defenders in the darkest days of the Republic. Either they are scoundrels deserving the death of would be assassins and their names should go down to posterity on the black catalogue of conspirators and assassins, or they should be emblazoned upon the tablet of honor, to which men of the present day and our children who may follow us shall recognize as those of men who in their country’s dark hour of peril rendered a noble and most important service, the memory of which should live in the hearts of a grateful people, of if they have rendered any service at all they have not merely saved Chicago from being a blackened and charred waste, but they have saved several of the western and border states from the rule of the enemy. It is apparent to any who know the position of the Federal and Southern armies on the 8th of November, 1864; that had the prisoners been released from Camp Douglas (and as a consequence a general release of prisoners from Rock Island, Johnson’s Island, Camp Morton, Camp Chase, and all the Northern posts) an army of formidable proportions, desperate in the extreme, flushed with success, goaded by Grant’s advance upon Richmond and joined by the treasonable secret societies, would not only have devastated our facilities but would have given our State and neighboring States into the power of the enemy.

If there is any truth in the charge of conspiracy against any of the prisoners lately on trial in Cincinnati, then this is all true. If there was any conspiracy, then this is its proportions for at that time had Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky and Missouri yielded, it would have been fatal to the cause of the union. That there was such a conspiracy none who have read the evidence in the Cincinnati trial can for a moment doubt, and the conviction of the defendants for their complicity with it was just. There can be no doubt as to the parties who first apprised the government of the existence of this plot, for the grateful acknowledgment of Major General Hooker, commanding the Northern Department, the letter of Brig. Gen. Payne, our noble and patriotic Governor, Hon. Richard Yates, Hon. I. N. Arnold, Col. Sweet’s letters to the Secretary of War, all stand to tell how handsomely Dr. I. Winslow Ayer and Robert Alexander have served the government. Regardless of what the motives of these gentlemen were, all who admit that there was a conspiracy will concede that they have rendered a most important service.

But let us analyze the motives of these men. Dr. I. Winslow Ayer, a physician in Chicago, has ever been a Clay Whig, and an earnest out and out Union man. On the breaking out of the war he gave several months of his time to raising Union regiments; he is represented in the Second Ohio Cavalry by a good soldier, to whom the Doctor paid the bounty; for one year he supported two entire families of Union soldiers who by his inducement enlisted; he was ever an ardent supporter of the administration of President Lincoln, and made everything second to his love of country; for the past seven years he was a justice of the Peace, and had been offered the position of Brigade Surgeon under Secretary Cameron;1 although but two years a resident of Chicago, he was universally esteemed. Robert Alexander is well known in Chicago, and for the past twelve years has been recognized in that city as an earnest Republican. Every act of his life, in his official and private capacity, he has proved himself an uncompromising advocate of the Union, and has won host of friends. These gentlemen had no acquaintance or relation of any kind with the defendants who have been convicted by the tribunal and could not, therefore, have been prejudiced or actuated by malice in regard to them. Dr. Ayer having a lucrative and extensive practice, without political ambition, and Mr. Alexander in a position where he was amply satisfied; there being no reward offered no provision for the payment of such services as they rendered, except the trifling compensation of detectives, which neither of these gentlemen needed and of which neither would have been willing to accept, Dr. Ayer steps aside for several months from his profession and peaceful avocations of his life to hazard all, even life itself, in a most difficult and distasteful branch of science of his country; he calls to his aid Mr. Robert Alexander, who from pure patriotism enters upon the task and it is at length successful, accomplished; the conspirators are foiled, the city is saved, and the disaster to the country averted.

If there is any confidence to be placed in the testimony of Messrs. Ayer and Alexander, it is all entitled to implicit credence, as they testify the results of their own observation and personal investigation. If their evidence is true in relation to one of the prisoners, it is worthy of entire credit in its relation to the others. If their testimony is false, they are perjurers and ought to be hung. If it be true, why we ask is B. S. Morris, and C. W. Patten, and J. A. Wilkinson, and J. L. Rock, (of the Times) and L. O. Morrison, and Obadiah Jackson Jr. and James Geary and L. A. Doolittle and C. C. Strawn at large today? They should be in the penitentiary or on their way to execution as the blackest traitors, or Ayer and Alexander should suffer such penalty. We submit that unless the testimony of Ayer and Alexander [illegible] guilty, tenfold more guilty than Semmes, now in the penitentiary; if so, they are as guilty as Walsh, or more so, and as guilty as Bowles, Milligan or Horsey.2 They are guilty as Ayer and Alexander are. There is no halfway state of things here. Let the truth be known and justice be done. Let the guilty suffer. No compromise with crime, especially with treason or perjury. Meet the issue squarely. Give Ayer and Alexander to the penitentiary or the halter, or to those places be consigned the blackest hearted traitors that pollute the South. Either Ayer and Alexander are heroes and men whom all loyal citizens should delight to honor, or they are demons whom ’twer base flattery to call men; there was or there was not [illegible line].

But the evidence of the guilt of the defendants does not rest upon Ayer and Alexander alone; it is supported by the admission of many who were arrested and lodged in Camp Douglas.

We call upon Brig. General B. J. Sweet, commanding Camp Douglas, to give us information of Rock’s written statement, of C. C. Strawn’s confession, of the statement of Obadiah Jackson, Jr., and of the confessions of others, and tell us of the disposal of James A. Wilkinson, when he was brought to Camp Douglas; and if L. A. Doolittle was ever called from his hotel in Gilmore; On the presumption of their innocence, why do not those men, who were shut up in Camp Douglas, obtain redress for false imprisonment. Why not arraign Ayer and Alexander for perjury? They have not, they will not, they dare not. When the defendants had raked creation over for witnesses, how signally did they fail to impeach the testimony of Ayer and Alexander. It could not be done. Conviction followed. Why Judge Morris was acquitted the tribunal best know.

But till Dr. Ayer and Robert Alexander shall be in the penitentiary for perjury, and the gate closed after them, their testimony will be believed, and being believed, the people will record the verdict.

Messrs. Ayer and Alexander having broken up this formidable conspiracy, having saved Chicago from ashes, and the country from a terrible disaster, we have no doubt the magnanimity of the citizens, the gratitude of the people of that city and of our State and the whole country, will be evinced toward those men. Let us either endorse and approve the Sons of Liberty and other secret traitors, who killed our President, or commend the noble services of the men who have broken up these organized bands. One or the other we must do. We presume that ere now the citizens of Chicago have moved in the matter of proper recognition, and their example should be followed by the loyal people of our state, and of the entire Union, who cannot but feel the highest admiration for such noble patriotism.



1 Union secretary of war Simon Cameron (1861–1862). He was replaced with Edwin M. Stanton (1862–1868).

2 Dr. William A. Bowles, Lambden P. Milligan, and Stephan Horsey, tried by military tribunal in Indianapolis for plotting to overthrow the Indiana state government and simultaneously free thousands of Confederate prisoners being held in Camp Morton located on the outskirts of Indianapolis.

(3:180–82)
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Printed Pamphlet

“To the Union Citizens of Chicago”

At the request of prominent citizens of this city the author of this publication respectfully submits the following facts without comment and solicits careful perusal and impartial judgment of the same.

From the Chicago Tribune

The Chicago Tribune in copying the letter of Hon. I. N. Arnold, said:

“The following letter from Mr. Arnold is a justly deserved tribute to two gentlemen who at the risk of their lives have rendered our city a service which we hope will always be gratefully remembered.

Dr. Ayer advised one of the proprietors of the Tribune of the existence of a conspiracy to release the rebels from Camp Douglas, at the time he was so fortunate as to discover it, and his subsequent course in ferreting out the affair, was in part, owing to the encouragement given him.”

Testimonial from Hon. Isaac N. Arnold

“Chicago, May 10, 1865.

“Dr. I. Winslow Ayer:

“Dear Sir: Constant and pressing engagements have prevented my acknowledging at an earlier day, my appreciation of the great service you have rendered the country.

“I remember that last summer you called upon me and stated your belief in the existence of a wide-spread conspiracy, having its agents, some of them in our very city. So startling were the disclosures that it was difficult to believe that anything so infamous could exist.

Subsequent events and the terrible tragedy, developing such fiend-like atrocity at Washington, have shown that we were all too slow in guarding against traitors and their barbarous plots.

My intercourse with you impressed me with your sincerity and patriotism and sincere desire to serve the country. For the courage, vigilance and activity you have displayed, you are entitled to the gratitude of the people.

“Your associate, Robert Alexander, I have known for several years, and always regarded him as a most active and efficient man, of great skill as an officer. Both of you are, in my judgment well entitled to the favor of the Government.

Very respectfully yours,

Isaac N. Arnold”

Testimonial from Governor Yates

Jacksonville, Ill. May 6, 1865

I. Winslow Ayer, M. D.,

Dear Sir: Yours of April 29th, is just before me, on my return from Springfield. I will only say just now, I remember you are entitled to the greatest consideration and highest gratitude, for your conduct in bringing to light the dangerous conspiracy, and it is very strange that due credit has not been given you long ago. I have wondered why your agency in the matter has been kept so still. The most pressing duties have kept me from watching the progress of the trials and parties who have been connected therewith. Mr. Arnold and I can say much for your effective agency in the premises.

In haste, Truly Yours,

Richard Yates, U.S.S.

Letter from Brig. Gen. H. E. Paine

HeadQuarters District of Illinois

Springfield, Ill, Aug. 27, 1864

Colonel,

Be kind enough to express to I. W. Ayer, my sincere thanks for his report and for his private letter to me. The composition certainly indicates talent of a high order. I have written to Department Headquarters on his behalf, and if his services afford a tangible basis of recommendation at all commensurate with present promise, I shall urge him at Washington for a staff commission.

Very Truly Your Obedient Servant

H. E. Paine, Brig. Gen. Commanding

Col. B. J. Sweet, Commanding Camp Douglas

From Brig. Gen. B. J. Sweet

Dec. 1864

Dear Doctor:

I have been, and am ill; have not forgotten you. I received your long note and have taken good care to arrange so that in no event you will suffer. Gen. Hooker, Gen. Paine, Gov. Yates, Jenkins and Hodges, my letters to Secretary of War, all will stand to tell how handsomely you have served the Government, if I die. Time at last makes all things even. Be of good cheer. Of course we want to know all we can about “our friends” (Sons of Liberty) in this State. Maj. Burnett has ere now your report about the “address” verbatim. Don’t think I forget you or your admirable service if I am silent from any cause.

Ever Yours,

J. Sweet

Recent Letter from Brig. Gen. Sweet

Camp Douglas, April 14, 1865, 9 AM

My Dear Doctor:

Your note was received late last evening. Its despondent tone pains me. Be of good cheer—inasmuch as you have done right. You will be sustained. All will be well. Right on in the path of duty, though the heavens fall. Serene and confident in the condition of mind and heart which always ensures success and honor in the end.

Your Sincere Friend,

B. J. Sweet

Certificate of Service by Brig. Gen. B. J. Sweet

Headquarters Post, Camp Douglas

Chicago, Ill., May 9, 1865

I hereby certify that Dr. I. W. Ayer, of Chicago, Ill., from and after the 1st day of July 1864, up to the 1st day of January 1865, furnished information, concerning the general nature, character and purposes of the “Sons of Liberty,” as developed in the meetings of the local branch of that order, and the statements of its members of Chicago, Ill., by written reports to me.

Very respectfully submitted,

B. J. Sweet, Bt. Brig. Gen. Commanding Post

Deposition of I. Winslow Ayer, M. D.

I, I. Winslow Ayer, upon my oath depose and say that on or about the first of July 1864, I accidentally learned of the existence of a formidable conspiracy against the General Government, having for its object the subversion of the Government, and a revolution which was to be inaugurated in the Northern States. I instantly apprised Hon. I. N. Arnold, M. C. from this congressional district and W. H. Rand Esq., one of the proprietors of the Chicago Tribune: these gentlemen expressed an earnest desire for me to communicate the facts to the Chief Executive of this State, and gave me letters of introduction to Gov. Richard Yates, and I accordingly visited Springfield. Gov. Yates appreciating evidently the importance of the information, placed me by personal letter of introduction in communication with Brigadier General H. E. Paine, then commanding the District of Illinois. Gen. Paine fully appreciated the importance of the information, and of having a thorough and complete knowledge of the conspiracy, and expressed an earnest desire for me to obtain further information by every means in my power. I stated to him plainly that while I was willing to aid my country to the extent of my ability, at any and all hazards, I would not enter upon the work of a spy and informer, at any rate whatever, and that though without wish or taste for military life or rank, I would undertake the work as an officer of the United States, and with the commission of a staff officer in my possession, that I would be fully sustained by the General Government, and if need be, have power to call out a detachment of soldiers from Camp Douglas, to arrest, if expedient, the band of traitors in Council, that I would then arrange all my plans for a successful expose of the order throughout the State and the west, and would thus avoid the odium of a spy and informer, and detective, in the general sense of the word. Gen. Paine readily admitted the justice and expediency of my holding such position, and I further remarked to him, that the work successfully accomplished, I would resign my position and office, and left Springfield with the confident belief based upon my interview with Gen. Paine, that so far as Gen. Paine had power to arrange, an arrangement was definitely concluded. I also arranged to report to him in cipher, and in such manner as might be expedient. I returned to Chicago, and entered upon the work, and made my reports to Gen. Paine, direct, but as it was deemed more safe to communicate with the commandant of this Post, and as he was highly commended by Gen. Paine, I consented to do so, and for many months furnished Col. B. J. Sweet with regular dispatches, for which he expressed his deepest sense of gratitude. Early in pursuing my investigations, I secured the cooperation and active services of Robert Alexander, of this city, and so apprised Col. Sweet. During the autumn, Col. Sweet introduced me to Maj. Gen. Joseph Hooker, and gave to that officer a statement of my relations to the Government. During the summer and autumn, Col. Sweet and I were in private communication by letter and personal interviews, at least, as often as once or twice a week, and sometimes oftener. He was fully aware of my relations to the Government, and expectations from Gen. Paine, as I had fully informed him. During the month of August, he (Sweet) placed in my hands a letter from Gen. Paine, which is hereunto annexed, marked “A” and expressed his fullest confidence that the appointment would be made; and at a time subsequent to the arrest of parties tried in Cincinnati, he stated to Judge Advocate Burnett, in the Sherman House, in my presence, and in presence of others, the important services I had rendered, and expressed the hope that should he be promoted to a Brig. Generalship, I should be placed upon his staff. If this had been done, I should have gone upon the witness stand in Cincinnati, in quite a different character from what I did. In the interim between my interview with Gen. Paine and the Cincinnati trial, Gen. Paine had been elected to Congress, and hence was no longer in command of the District of Illinois, and there was no one to whom I could look for a fulfillment of the arrangement with Gen. Paine; and stating in a note to Gen. B. J. Sweet, in December, my great disappointment, he addressed to me a letter marked “B” herewith annexed.

During the interviews I had with Col. Sweet, he never failed to consult with me in regard to the information given and its consequences. He made few if any moves whatever without previous consultation with me, and with a single exception I was consulted in regard to the expediency of the arrests of Sons of Liberty in this city, and I was desired by him (Col. Sweet) to furnish him a list of names of parties whom he should arrest, and we agreed upon this list, I having full power to add to and strike from the list of persons to be arrested. This list was brought to me by one Lieut. Jenkins, and after revision by me was returned to the officer and arrests made in accordance therewith. I was consulted and my wishes followed in regard to who should not be arrested. While I was in Cincinnati waiting to be called to the stand as a witness, Sweet telegraphed to his Orderly Sergeant (so I was told by Sweet) to have all my dispatches which were then in headquarters in Camp Douglas sent to Cincinnati as matters of reference to me, to enable me to fix dates, etc. These dispatches, embracing very many of those I had addressed to Sweet, came, and were placed in my hands, together with a list of Sons of Liberty in Chicago, and the list of persons to be arrested, and who were arrested after consultation and concurrence between Sweet and myself. All of these papers are at the date of this instrument on deposit in the city of Chicago. In our interviews, Sweet never failed to gratefully acknowledge the immense importance of my services, and has said to me repeatedly that the citizens and the country should know how faithfully and well I had served the country, and if there was anything on earth, either by writing, speaking, or any other manner, in which he could express the debt of gratitude he felt, by all means I should call upon him and he would regard it as a privilege to do so. He has also expressed himself in unqualified terms of commendation to W. H. Rand, John A. Sleeper, Gov. Yates, Lieut. Jenkins, Rev. E. W. Hagar and others, as I learn from these gentlemen themselves. He has also repeatedly, while dining at my table at my own residence stated again and again, the great importance of my services. I furthermore swear that after I had been upon the witness stand in Cincinnati, and had testified to the part I had taken, which testimony was in nowise contradicted or denied by Gen. Sweet, and I had thus appeared upon the stand, not with a commission or other evidence of my true relation to the government, and had drawn down upon myself the hatred of the party adverse to the government, and the distrust and contempt of lukewarm Union men, who failed to understand my true position, and either evidently regarded me as a reformed copperhead who had crept out of the treasonable organization and turned upon my companions to save myself, or was a rebel who had taken the oath of allegiance—as some of the important witnesses were, and had done, I applied to Gen. Sweet for a certificate of a few lines, for publication in the papers of this city, as a matter of self-defense, inasmuch as the reports and unjust versions, by various parties in the city had caused a most damaging effect upon me socially and professionally, and I felt morally certain that a knowledge of the facts by the people, would instantly dissipate false theories, and at once establish my former status. Bt. Brig. Gen. Sweet promised repeatedly such a letter, but to this hour has given none, but expressed his desire for me to preserve “all serenity though the heavens fall,” as will be seen by his letter marked “C” hereunto annexed.

I furthermore swear that Gen. Sweet was applied to by me to certify to an account against the government by which means I might have been reimbursed for the money which I had expended from my own pocket at least, while in this most perilous service of my country, and not one dime of which has ever been refunded by any person whatever; and although I left the sum wholly optional with him if he was not satisfied with the sum named, and Gen. Sweet positively refused to certify to any account whatever, and only furnished me with a certificate, marked “D” to the effect that I had rendered services for six months, which so far as being a basis for recovering money from the government is as worthless as blank paper, as all who have had government accounts well now. I further state that I have not received a dollar from the government or from any source whatever, either as compensation for the six long weary months services by day and by night, at the peril of my life, and which peril it is supposed still exists, nor have I reason to expect such compensation; nor have I received a dollar to reimburse me for my own money expended in the investigation which is the subject of this deposition. My reward is the consciousness of having discharged my duty, and that a few friends appreciate the importance of the services rendered, to all of which I solemnly swear.

I., Winslow Ayer

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 16th day of May, A. D. 1865

W. L Schrader, Notary Public

Deposition of Robert Alexander

I, Robert Alexander, who being duly sworn do hereby depose and say, that while I was in Cincinnati, in or about January 1865, I had a conversation with Col. B. J. Sweet, in which, he (Col. Sweet) made the following voluntary statement, substantially, and in nearly or precisely the following language: “Mr. Alexander while you were aiding the government I always thought well of you; now I respect you. You have stood by the government in a most honorable manner. You are aware that I had a present of one thousand dollars and promotion, and must acknowledge that it was through your and the Doctor’s agency that this was accomplished. I have the credit of this matter now too long. It does not belong to me and I will see that it be put upon those to whom it justly belongs, you and Dr. Ayer. If there is ever anything I can do for you, I shall consider it not only a duty, but a privilege in doing it for you.” I furthermore state upon my oath that subsequent to this time I made application for a recognition of my agency in this matter, and have never received it.

I furthermore swear that the credit to which Col. Sweet alluded in Cincinnati, as belonging to myself and Dr. Ayer, and which he had worn too long, was the discovery and breaking up a formidable conspiracy against the general government, of which Dr. I. Winslow Ayer has spoken in his deposition.

Robert Alexander

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 23rd day of May 1865

W. L. Schrader, Notary Public





B
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Letter to Mr. H. from B. June 13, 1864

Montreal, June 13/64

My dear Mr. H.

I can write now more hopefully of your matters but not so [illegible] as I could wish. The enclosed correspondence will lay the business before you to the present time & if I learn anything before the steamer from Halifax for Bermuda leaves on the 27th I will advise you by telegraph from this place to Halifax. The due course of mail taking quite a week between these two points.

You may well imagine my surprise to find C. C. had accompanied J. T. on the business, with which I had the assurance of S___n, Ben___ & others I was to be connected; so it is, & not a line from yourself. It was a mortification to me as well as disappointment. I hope to hear you give some explanation by the steamer now nearly due; If not, please write me on receipt of this, and say if I am to be placed in ^that or^ any similar positions. I shall in a few days know whether I can do anything in the other business. The prospect is good but still if it fails I cannot reconcile it to ^my^ sense of duty to be a day longer from home. While if it succeed, I will still have to be here, with the power (I think) to help in the other matter but not the authority.

My expenses have been necessarily large in bringing in parties to me and in sending others to different parts of the country. Up to today our accounts are most exciting coming in from the Va., Ga., & southwest campaigns. God be praised.

My hand is not yet well & you see I write with difficulty and scarcely legibly. Love to all at your home and at mine.

Your very Truly

B

You will perceive by the note No 2 how much damned the party had become, but No. 3 is better. I write as directed & am daily expecting a reply in nature of which do I say more, I will telegraph you if we [sic] in time. My offer was 15000 gold with privilege to party to fall to 10,000 ditto.
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No. 320

29

United States Consulate


London, June 14, 1865

W. Hunter, Esq.

Acting Secretary of State

Sir,

I herewith enclose copies of further letters in reference to the conspiracy plot which will explain themselves. Permit me to ask your careful attention to them. If the information communicated by my correspondent can be relied on, they are so much afraid that Tomlinson, alias Johnston, will fulfill his threat to them, and make a full disclosure to our government, and surrender certain very damaging letters from Jeff Davis and his Secretary of State Benjamin, that Mr. Slidell’s secretary Mr. Eustice will leave next week for Canada to compromise with Tomlinson and try to get him back here. My correspondent thinks he can easily induce Tomlinson in his doubtful and dissatisfied state of mind to make a full disclosure of all he knows and surrender the letters, etc. if he could see him. He also knows Donelson and other members of the order of assassins now in Canada. After reflecting on the whole matter, I have come to the conclusion that it is my duty to send him to you with all possible dispatch, that the proper persons may arrange a plan of operations with him and send him to Canada, with as little delay as possible, so that he may get hold of Tomlinson and send him to Washington before Eustice reaches Montreal, and them, if thought of sufficient importance, he Bunting can stop in Canada with the conspirators and gather up all he can of them and their plans.

B. will leave Queenstown on the Cunard Steamer for Boston on Saturday next the 17th. Eustice will leave the Thursday following on a steamer for Quebec. If you approve and carry out my plan of procuring Tomlinson and attempting to get further information in regard to the assassins and their designs, I hope you will be prepared to give my agent a speedy audience and ready dispatch as he must reach Canada as soon as possible.

In the hope that my action in this case will meet your approval

I remain your obedient servant.

F. N. Morse

Consul

PS I made a mistake in saying B. would leave by the steamer for Boston, there is no steamer for Boston this week. We will go to New York and direct to Washington.
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Paris, Saturday, 7 June 1865

Dear Sir,

I wrote you yesterday and gave you particulars of the threatened disclosures of Johnston against the rebels here, as well as against those in Canada, if they did not pay him and his accomplices a specified sum, which he had demanded. The meeting took place last evening as I had stated it was intended and the only matter discussed was how to silence Johnson. Some were for paying him the money at once, awhile others said that if the money was paid, what security had they that he would not again make a second like demand on them and continue to do so. McLelland denounced the whole affair as bad and indiscrete to entrust Johnson with such an errand. This caused a deal of angry discussion with high words. McCulleck stated that all were implicated in the affair and they had not come there to create disturbance or make unpleasantness. It was a bad affair and they must make the best of it. His opinion was that if Johnson could be depended upon they had better compromise with him, as they had sufficient funds in the treasurer’s hands. This caused another [missing page]

Did not seem to return to Europe. So it is agreed that if he will not come out here, that Eustace will go out to Canada and arrange with him so as to get him back here. He is in possession of a letter, which gives them more trouble than all the rest. If that letter was in the hands of our government it would be a bad affair, as it would implicate Jeff Davis and the others and be most unfortunate at this time. He it appears is known in all the Booth’s plots and I wrote you that he was in Washington at the time and said that he must leave Yankee Land as it was getting too hot for him. This fellow has been in the Rebel Army. His real name is Charles Johnston Tomlinson and while here I was in the most intimate terms with him and he is now in my debt 75 francs. If you remember the first of last winter I told you or rather wrote you that there was a Lieutenant Tomlinson had just arrived here from the South, and brought some papers for Slidell; but I was not aware that he was the man Johnston, who I told you had gone out on the assassination mission. You will perceive he has left out the last of his name and taken that of Johnston. This is when I was off my guard, as to the person, but it’s the same man and I am on the most intimate terms with him, as we were constantly together while here. He must be got hold of by some means ^as^ he would be of the utmost importance to our government, and if I can only succeed reaching him before he returns to this country, I have no hesitation in saying he will be guided by me, especially when I tell him what is to be his fate if once in the hands again of his would be friends, and more especially if our government would give him a bribe which I have no doubt they would be glad to do under the circumstances.

I shall finish this tomorrow.

B
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Sunday 10 June 1865

Dear Sir,

I wrote a couple of sheets yesterday and would have mailed it, but it could not reach you before Monday so I resume it for today. I stated then that Tomlinson, alias Johnston (he is a spare built man, black hair, black eyes, wears a moustache only, rather a large mouth, teeth very white) is one and the same person, as I had never heard him called by the name of Johnston I was not aware I had ever seen him or knew such a person, but when I was told it was Charles Johnson Tomlinson who was the man and that I knew him well, you may believe my astonishment. I remember now that he did disappear from here suddenly, but I supposed he had gone to Savannah with some other parties who went out there about the same time. We have but a week to go and come, so what day next week or this does a steamer leave for Boston. That way I could go to Washington and then return back to Portland and from there go into Canada by the Atlantic and St. Lawrence Railway. This could be done without suspicion.

I would not dare to cross the line west of that from the simple fact I have led them to believe that I would not be safe in New York. It would be almost necessary that I should go to Washington before I went to Canada, so as to come to some understanding as to future movements while out there. I will come to you on receipt of your answer. We can then arrange together what is best to be done.

Yours truly,

B


	“B”	(7:303–4)


F-61

Paris June 13, 1865

Dear Sir,

Yours received. I shall be all ready to go by Saturday’s steamer, as it would be impossible for me to catch the steamer of tomorrow. Eustace will leave on Thursday of next week, 22nd. I was told last evening by McCollouch, he would have gone this week could he have procured a state room, its fortunate for me that he does not go until next week, as this will give me a week’s start of him. I am in possession of all the information I require as to where to find him (Johnson or Donaldson) as well as some others. I have not seen Eustace since Sunday evening and then he was very high. He had been to the races. I must go to Cork to take the Steamer as I would not dare risk it at Liverpool. There are so many rebels there that I might be seen going on board. I shall write you again before I come, but on Friday morning or evening I shall be at your hotel. They must not detain me at Washington more than a few hours, so as to give me full time at Montreal before Eustace gets there. Be sure to state this, so that it will not take me long to arrange with them my plans.

Yours truly,

B
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John Jacob Babcock

Envelope: Hon. Judge Jolt, Judge Advocate General, Washington DC, Postmark

Ashaway RI May 31

Ashaway, R. I. May 30/65

Judge Holt

Honored Sir,

I address you to inform you of a young man now in this place named Edgar W. Irish, a member of the 85th NY Vols. who was taken prisoner by the Rebels at Plymouth N. C. in the battle by which they won the fortifications of that place and who I think may have some papers and documents which will add to the testimony being furnished at the court now sitting.

He was imprisoned at the Andersonville prison, for the first two or there months in the stockade, after which till the 24th of March of this year he was taken to duty in the hospital as clerk, during which time he was often employed to write by dictation of the surgeons, their reports, a copy of one of which he has precisely a facsimile so to speak of the original, as he wrote it all even to the signature; in which the surgeon reports the prisoners starving etc. Another surgeon’s report he secured and has in his possession at the present time, which was written by and signed by the surgeon himself, Act. Asst. Surg. Wm. J. Reeves. In this the surgeon reports the prisoners suffering greatly for want of clothing and firewood, etc. I thought these reports might be of some benefit as why I address you upon the subject.

Mr. Irish was allowed many privileges outside the prison, about the immediate vicinity of the village and may have knowledge beyond what prisoners ordinarily have of the conversations, etc. of Rebel officer. He heard the speech of Howell Cobb to the conscripted militia, saw prisoners shot dead for a mere pretext of an offense, and while he was in the stockade, was Captain of company in the so nearly successful undermining plot of the prisoners. As to his veracity, I have only to say that his best friends and those who know him best and have known him longest, never doubt a letter of his statements.

I think he would gladly furnish his papers or attend himself by addressing him at this place for two or three weeks should you deem his knowledge or papers of any consequence to the investigation.

I am, sir, Most Resp,

John Jacob Babcock
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August Bachus

Washington

August Bachus 508 11th St. between Pa. Ave. and E Street reports that his mother in law, living in same house with him, had observed since Sunday April 23rd at about the dawn of the day a person dressed in ladies clothes, gray dress & grayish cloak, come down (in a southern direction) 11th St. and went into United Hall on 11th St. opposite the house of Mr. Bachus.

April 26, 1865

Wm. M. W.
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Washington D. C.

Statement of Henry M. Bailey

I live in Port Tobacco and have lived there since 1858. I was one year away in the service of the Confederate army. Did not desert, but served out my time then. Went back to Maryland to live between July and October 1863. I was with my aunt near Newport in Charles County Maryland. My aunt’s name is Elizabeth Bailey. Did not visit Washington City for five years before I entered the rebel service. Came here since in March 1865. Started from Port Tobacco then in company with Atzerodt, did not come to Washington to stay but a short time, came up on Tuesday and went back on Saturday. In Washington I stopped at the Pennsylvania House with Atzerodt. There I met Mr. Walter Barnes whom I know, he is from Allen’s Fresh Maryland. I also know Atzerodt well, did not have much conversation with him and what I did have was only commonplace, about the news of the day etc. We occupied Room 50 or 51 can’t say which. I came from Port Tobacco in a buggy, but don’t know to whom it belonged. Atzerodt had charge of it. We returned by the stage on the Saturday following. Atzerodt rode with us about a square from the hotel can’t say what was the subject of the conversation during the time we were in the stage with Atzerodt. I came to Washington to take a little “turn around”. I was out of business. I met Herold once while we were in Washington, he was then in our Room at the Penn. House. Don’t know what the conversation between Herold, Atzerodt and Barnes, in our Room was about. Don’t know what Herold came there for. The three days I was here we knocked around town; only visited hotels and our rooms, am not much acquainted in the city, part of the time I went around with Atzerodt. Can’t say whether we visited any other hotel than the National or not, can’t tell what barrooms we visited; was not with Herold but little, mostly with Atzerodt except when alone. I have relations here, but did not go to see them because I was here but three days. I intended to see them but did not; this is usual with me. Have been here in all four or five times and never visited them but once when I stayed a week or more. That was four or five years ago. When I left Washington this last time, I went home to Port Tobacco, where I remained from Saturday to the following Sunday and then went to my aunt’s near Newport which is two miles from Allen’s Fresh. Stayed at my aunt’s one week and about the 10 of April I went to Cobb’s Neck. Done nothing while at my aunt’s saw no one while there until on the day they had a sale, when I saw several persons. I have a very good memory and don’t intend to have it fail me when asked questions. Atzerodt did not go to Port Tobacco with me. Met Herold first, some twelve months ago at Port Tobacco. I last saw him in Washington, one of the days I was here between Tuesday and Saturday. Atzerodt is a resident of Port Tobacco, am intimately acquainted with him. Never met Booth at Port Tobacco. Had no particular place then of meeting Atzerodt. Can’t say where I most frequently met him, probably saw more at the Brawner House than elsewhere where I was keeping bar. From my aunt’s I went to my cousins and stayed one night and then went to Simms’s about two miles from my cousins where I stayed nine or 10 days, and started for Port Tobacco on the 20th of April on foot and was arrested at Allen’s Fresh all alone. When I left Port Tobacco and went to my aunt’s my object was to get into some other business as I was tired of barkeeping. Left the Brawner House at Port Tobacco on the 27th or 28th of March; had no dispute with my employer; I have a little money invested in promissory notes; the interest pays me about $30 per year I had about $30 when I left the Brawner Hotel and had no prospect of any situation at that time. Left the Brawner House on Tuesday and arrived here the same day with Atzerodt I paid my fare at the hotel. Atzerodt and myself occupied the Room while there; met no one whose names have been mentioned in connection with the conspiracy but Herold and Atzerodt. Mr. Barnes ^stayed^ there one night all I know of him is that he is a young fellow who lives at Allen’s Fresh. I was intimate with him and have met him before seeing at this hotel. Atzerodt’s character is good at Port Tobacco. I think he has no spunk. He is a carriage painter by trade; don’t know how steady he has worked while at Port Tobacco; did not see him have much money while here with me.



1 Bailey was a known associate of George Atzerodt and was suspected of involvement in Lincoln’s assassination. Bailey was arrested and held for several weeks before he was released. His role, if any, died with him.
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Washington April 26th 1865

Thomas L. Bailey

Thomas L. Bailey, saddler, states:

That he lives on Pa. Av. No. 392; is employed there by F. A. Lutz as a saddler. States that he knows Jno. H. Surratt, has known him six months, adds. I do not remember seeing him in the store since I have been there which is about six weeks. Since in that employ I have been in the store constantly except on the Monday preceding the murder, the Saturday following it, and the day of the funeral. I work in the back part of the store. Surratt might have come there and I not have seen him, the store being a long one. I don’t think however that he came there.

Thos. L. Bailey
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Headquarters Dept. of the Mo.

Office Provost Marshal General

Saint Louis, Mo. April 24th 1865

Hon. C. A. Dana

Assistant Secretary of War

Washington DC

Sir,

Your telegram of the 22nd inst. directing me to make a thorough search of the premises of Miss Blanche Booth2 and Ben DeBar for any correspondence of J. Wilkes Booth, etc., was received Saturday evening.

In reply I have the honor to state that I immediately directed my Chief of Police to arrest the parties named and bring them to this office, which was done without delay and their sworn statements were then taken to ascertain what their relations with Booth had been; whether they knew or had reason to believe he meditated the murder of the late lamented President, etc. These examinations are herewith forwarded, marked A and B.

In the meantime two of my officers with a sufficient police force seized and held possession of the residence of Ben DeBar, when the house was searched from garret to cellar and all the papers of whatever nature were brought to this office, where they were examined.

From these papers and effects, and from the statements of the parties, I learn that Miss Blanche Booth, alias DeBar, is an adopted daughter of Ben De-Bar, proprietor of the Saint Louis Theater, Saint Louis, and of the Saint Charles Theater, New Orleans.

She is the daughter of Junius Brutus Booth, Jr., from whom, when she was but a child, her mother procured a divorce, he having previously gone to California, in company with a prostitute by the name of Harriet Mace, by whom he has had children. Harriet Mace has since died.

It appears, from the papers, and from information obtained from DeBar, that all intercourse between Blanche Booth and her father long since ceased. Her mother, whose maiden name was Clementine DeBar, and who was a sister of Ben DeBar, has for a long time lived in Richmond, Va. and has been connected with the New Richmond Theater. Although Ben DeBar was instrumental in procuring a divorce for his sister from her husband, there has been a bad feeling existing between them for some time, and he will not allow Blanche to have any intercourse with her mother, whose character it is alleged is decidedly questionable.

At the breaking out of the rebellion Miss Blanche Booth (DeBar) was in New Orleans, where she had for some time previously resided. She was educated in Memphis, and has been an unmitigated rebel, as indicated by her papers, by poetry addressed by her to rebel officers, by correspondence received by her from the same parties, and by various expressions of sentiment found in her writings. The two first portraits in her album were those of Jeff Davis and Semmes, the pirate; and exact and minute map, sketched in pencil, of Island No. 10 with explanations of the positions of Federal gunboats and fortifications, was found among her papers. Many of the letters, pictures, mementos, scraps of poetry and extracts from newspapers found in her possession, indicate, unmistakably her rebel sentiments. She is a young lady of 24 years, of fine appearance and bearing the Booth family likeness in a very distinct manner. She is possessed of considerable personal attractions, of a vigorous mind and marked histrionic ability. She recently made her debut on her uncle’s stage and was quite successful. She is continuing her preparations for a stage career and informs ^me^ that it is still the purpose of her life. She avows she has a deep abhorrence for the act of her uncle. She admits it is true that in the outbreak of the war, being in New Orleans, surrounded by young rebel officers, her sympathies were warmly with the South, but that since her return North, her mind has been entirely changed with regards to the contest, and she says she now thinks the South is wrong and that the old flag of the Union should be sustained.

A large number of family letters were found among the papers of Miss Blanche Booth, but no communication of any character from her uncle, John Wilkes, with the exception of a card on which was written in pencil the following: “Dear Blanche,

Excuse me this evening for not keeping my word. Will see you tomorrow.

Your Nunkee

John”

The other papers from him were in the possession of Ben DeBar, but they were simply three short notes relative to his engagements at the St. Louis Theater. The following copy of one is a sample of the rest: “Sept 22nd /63

B. DeBar, Esq.

Dear Ben

Yours of 20th Rec’d. All right. Book me for the two weeks to begin Jan. 4th 64.

Share after $140 per night, and benefit each week.

With regards to all,

I am Truly Yours,

J. Wilkes Booth”

Both Ben DeBar and Blanche Booth state that John Wilkes was exceedingly fond of money, that he was niggardly and avaricious and they never knew him to squander money in rioting or excesses of any kind, except possibly with women. They had noticed this as a marked trait in his character.

The letters of Edwin Booth are numerous. They breathe a kind and amiable spirit, and contain no allusion to political matters or public men.

He married a Miss Mary Develin, a woman of extraordinary beauty and amiability, to whom he was devotedly attached. She died about four years ago, since which time Edwin has lived with his mother.

There were some letters from Asia Booth, the aunt of Blanche and next elder to John Wilkes. She is the wife of Mr. Clark, low comedian and joint proprietor with Edwin Booth of the Winter Garden Theater, New York. Asia’s letters evince a high order of intellect, combined with an amiable disposition and heart. There are no references in any of them, or in any letters found in Blanche’s possession, to John Wilkes, except that Asia once incidentally refers to John as her “brother” and to Edwin as her “darling”.

Ben DeBar is an Englishman and though he has lived in this country over 30 years, still claims the protection of the English Government. He has been connected with the Saint Louis Theater in this city for a number of years, and has the reputation of being a sympathizer with the rebellion. At the outbreak of the war he was several times admonished by Provost Marshals for pandering to rebel tastes on the stage of his Theater. There is no question whatever that all his inclinations were that way then, but he has lately, to protect his pecuniary interests, modified his demonstrations.

DeBar, also, has separated from his wife. Misfortunes of this kind seem to attend every member of the family, sooner or later.

In a letter of characteristic vigor and elegance from Asia to Blanche entreating her not to make the stage a profession, she relates that Eliza Mitchell, a cousin of hers who married well and then made her appearance on the stage giving every indication that she would excel “had unfortunately gone the wrong way, has parted from her husband (William Ward) and is now a miserable creature.”

Blanche Booth lives with her uncle Ben Debar, in his house adjoining his theater.

It may not be inappropriate to state here that this office gave warning in the summer of 1864 of the threats made in the Lodges of the Order of American Knights1 throughout this Department to assassinate the leading civil and military officers of the Republic.

That organization was thought to have been broken up then, but recent facts have come to my knowledge which convince me that it is again at work here more secretly than ever, and its present leaders clearly intimate that they were cognizant of, if they did not participate in the plot which resulted in the dreadful tragedy at Washington.

I am sir

Very Respectfully

Your Obedient Servant

J. H. Baker

Col. & Provost Mar. General

Dept. of the Mo.



1 James H. Baker was appointed Union provost marshal of St. Louis in 1863 and later for the Department of Missouri. His report to Charles Dana gives an accurate summation of the relationship of the DeBar and Booth families and especially of Blanche Booth DeBar and John Wilkes Booth.

2 Daughter of Junius Brutus Booth Jr. and Clementine DeBar Booth and niece of John Wilkes Booth. Blanche Booth became an actress and after her parents’ divorce adopted her mother’s maiden name of DeBar.


	J. HEATON BAKER	(2:450–58)


“S” 115 (JAO) 1865

Head Quarters Dept. of the Mo.

Office Provost Marshal General

Saint Louis, Mo., May 5th 1865

Hon. C. A. Dana,

Assistant Sec. of War,

Washington, DC

Sir,

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt by reference from the Sec. of War, of a letter addressed to His Excellency the President, by one Robert Smith, of Saint Louis, in relation to plans “for the assassination of President Johnson” and for “keeping the Presidential chair vacant” etc.

Upon the receipt of this letter I caused Smith to be brought to this office and examined, and I herewith forward his sworn statement, marked “A”.

Smith states that, although unable to identify any of the persons engaged in the conversation in front of his saloon, at midnight on Sunday, April 23rd, he believes he has met one of the parties on the street. Since then and will be able to recognize him. I have instructed him, if an opportunity again occurs to find out who this man is and report him to me.

The only other possible way I can see of obtaining a clue, is by finding the man alluded to in the conversation as “Dock” who had gone to Washington at the time this conversation took place. I have notified my own police and also the Chief of the City Police to use their best exertions to find him.

The assassination of President Lincoln has furnished occasion of sympathizers of the rebellion to express their gratification and to applaud the murderers. They are, however, very cautious, and it is only the boldest and most imprudent who have committed themselves in such a manner as to be brought to my notice.

Whether or not any parties here have had any direct connection with bringing about this dreadful occurrence I am not prepared to say, but the reports of my detectives show that there was a knowledge of the plot before it was put into execution. I am still pursuing my inquiries in this direction as far as possible with the limited means at my command.

Recent developments in this city satisfy me that the old rebel order of American Knights or Sons of Liberty, has been reorganized, and is at work in this Department, if not throughout the United States, with some vigor and more secrecy than ever before.

Its members appear to be principally those who have persistently adhered to the rebellion from the beginning and its object, still, is to paralyze or impede the operations of the Government. Its highest officer that we have been able to approach is William S. Pollard, of this city, a prominent member of the old order.

When Lee surrendered it circulated the report that his veteran troops, his effective artillery and ammunition, his best wagons, horses, etc. had been sent to Johnston and the balance, which had been surrendered to the Government, was good for nothing.

On Saturday, April 15th the day after the assassination of the President, a secret meeting of the leading men of the order was held at a house in North St. Louis, but for what object I am unable to say. John Morgan, one of my detectives, and the only one who has been able to accomplish anything with this set of men, was at the house while the meeting was in progress, but was not admitted, and was not even informed of its proceedings. In a conversation, however, with Pollard, the chief of these men, after the meeting broke up, Morgan was informed that he (Pollard) had expected this sooner; that there were others provided for at the time; that there was a man there for Grant, and it was intended that Stanton and Johnson should meet the same fate, that the thing had just now begun and it would be all over the country in a short time. “God Almighty has commenced to do the work for us at last.” At the close of this conversation, Pollard and Morgan left the house in North Saint Louis, and proceeded towards the city. What transpired afterwards is best told by the following extract from Morgan’s report to this office.

“On our way down we talked considerably, Pollard expressing a good deal of satisfaction that Mr. Lincoln was “put out of the way” we went into the Ruby Saloon, and were there about an hour and a half, fixing up some accounts between ourselves and while so engaged a gentleman came in and said, “Mr. Babcock has just told me that a couple of men were talking on the corner of Washington Avenue and 4th Street and one of them said, he didn’t care if Lincoln was shot, it ought to have been done 3 years ago. A Lieutenant, Mr. Babcock believed, pulled out his revolver and shot him on the spot. I also understand there have been a good may arrests made by the Provost Marshal General.

“Our books and papers were strewn all over the table and Pollard jumped up instantly, greatly excited and said, “I must go, I don’t know what I may have to do!” I gathered up the books and papers quickly as he appeared in such a hurry to get away. The gentleman whose remarks had so startled Pollard invited us to take a drink, but Pollard replied, “I can’t, I haven’t any time.” Then he turned to me, “I will meet you tomorrow morning, at 10 o’clock, or Monday” I told him I proposed to take a drink, as I was tired and needed it and I urged him to do the same. “Very well,” he said, “Only hurry up” So we took a drink. Pollard swallowing his all at once and rushing out, me after him. He appeared considerably excited about something. We went up Olive, toward 5th Between 4th and 5th he halted a moment and said to me, “Look here, there may be an outbreak tonight, if they do anything out of the way. We (referring I suppose to the O. A. K.) won’t notice what has been done just now, but if there is anything else there will be an outbreak. I want you,” he added, “to go right straight home. I have a place for you, and will dispatch you as soon as I find out you are needed, and if you hear anything of importance, let me know. There is soon going to be an attack all over the country. These assassinations will immediately be followed up, and” says he, “before this war is over, I pledge you my word that every state in this Union will be obliged to recognize slavery.”

Some 8 or 9 months ago a resolution was offered in one of the O. A. K. Lodges, in St. Louis, to provide for the raising and arming of a secret force to carry out the designs of the order in assassinating obnoxious parties.

Question: Did you understand that these assassinations were the signals or beginnings of what is to come?

Answer: Yes, sir, Pollard said it was so, and I have reason, now, to believe he knew about the time they were to take place. That he knew an attempt of the kind was to take place, I have no shadow of doubt, for he had repeatedly told me that all the head officers of the Government were to be assassinated at the proper time; and lately he has a great deal to say in regard to an attempt being made to assassinate Major General Dodge and certain parties in the Provost marshal General’s Dept. The organization of American Knights extends all over the country. Pollard has told me repeatedly that Lincoln would never serve his time. He now says the assassin could never be caught; that it was all arranged, and he had friends along the route to help him, as soon as he got started from Washington he would be safe.

I have taken no action against these parties as yet; further than to watch them and to introduce my agents into their society. They have, as yet, attempted no overt act to my knowledge sufficient to warrant their arrest and I consider that the true interests of the service, will, for the present, be best advanced by allowing them their liberty and extracting from them what knowledge they possess.

In January last one of my detectives reported that Dr. Jermaine and Thomas Parks, this city, were industriously and secretly at work on a new style of pistol, the object being to get up one that could be discharged without making a report, to be used for assassinating Army officers, Detectives, and prominent loyal citizens who were obnoxious to Southern sympathizers. It was to be charged with a poisoned needle. My agent saw the pistol, examined it, made a sketch of it and tried it on a pine plank. A correct sketch is herewith forwarded, marked “B”.

Dr. Jermaine told him it would go through a two-inch pine plank, but would not inflict a wound sufficient to kill unless the needle was poisoned. When the Detective tried it, the needle passed over a space of about 20 feet and then lodged firmly in a pine plank.

In the latter part of February I ordered the arrest of Jermaine and Parks. The former was absent from the city at the time and his house was searched for the pistol, but as it could not be found, it is probable he took it away with him.

Parks was arrested and examined, but protested his innocence and was lodged in Gratiot Street Prison to await further developments.

On the afternoon of the 14th of April, the day of the assassination at Washington, my chief of Police reported that Dr. Jermaine had returned from the East. He was accordingly arrested, but indignantly denied all knowledge of the pistol, and no amount of questioning would induce him to commit himself in the slightest degree. Jermaine claimed to be a loyal Union man, and to sustain this position, stated (in confidence) that he was in partnership with Colonel Hilliard, of Lieut. General Grant’s staff, in certain cotton speculations that Hilliard managed things at Washington while he (Jermaine) transacted the business and was the only party known to the public; that his recent trip to the East had reference only to this business, and was not for the purpose of procuring projectiles for the pistol, as had been reported to me. In proof of this he produced a telegram containing certain instructions about “cotton”, “transportation” and “Red river”, signed “C. L. Hillyard” and dated at either New York or Washington and directed to “Dr. Jermaine, care Hendell Drug Store, Saint Louis”. Under the circumstances as no clue whatever could be obtained to the pistol, Dr. Jermaine was allowed to give his parole, and Parks was released from prison. I am still in hopes, however, of arriving at the truth of the matter, as I am confident the detective who is an intelligent, reliable man, and moves in the best class of rebel society, reported what he saw and knew to be true.

I am, Sir, Very Respectfully,

Your Obedient Servant,

J. H. Baker

Col. & Provost Marshal General

Dept. of the Mo.



1 The Order of American Knights (OAK) was a spin-off of the Knights of the Golden Circle. OAK members supported the Confederacy in a variety of ways, including the use of violence.
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Figure 1. Schematic diagram of a poison dart gun.




	J. D. BAKER	(2:887–88)


“B” 261 (JAO) 1865

Baker, Col. J. D.

Letterhead: Headquarters, Department of the Missouri, Office of the Provost Marshal General, St. Louis, Mo. May 6th 1865

Special orders No. 112 extract

A. B. Converse, Asst. Chief USA will take charge Dr. Francis Tumblety1 and proceed with him to Washington City in compliance with telegraphic orders from the War Dept., of this date. Upon his arrival at Washington, Officer Converse will report to Hon. C. A. Dana, Asst. Sec. of War, make such disposition of the prisoner as may be directed and return without delay to this office. Transportation will be furnished by the QM Dept.

J. D. Baker, Colonel and Provost Marshal General



1 Dr. Francis Tumblety, the “Indian Herb Doctor,” was suspected of involvement in the assassination. David Herold had briefly worked for him at one time.
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“B” 261 (JAO) 1865

Endorsement: Let the Indian Doctor tell all he knows about Booth & Booth’s associates.

Bureau of Military Justice, May 10th 1865

Brig. Gen. Holt

General,

In compliance with Secretary Dana’s directions, I send Dr. Tumblety, in charge of an officer of police, to you together with two (2) communications relating to him.

The Secretary thought the prisoner should be confined in the Penitentiary.

Very Respectfully, Your obdt. servant

AA Hosmer,

Major & J. A.
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“B” 261 (JAO) 1865

Baker, Col. J. D.

Letterhead: Headquarters, Department of the Missouri, Office of the Provost

Marshal General, St. Louis, Mo. May 6th 1865

Hon. C. A. Dana

Assistant Sec. of War

Washington DC

Sir,

I have the honor to forward herewith, in compliance with your telegram of this date, Dr. Tumblety, alias Blackburn.1 All his papers had been carefully examined previous to the arrival of your order, but nothing was found in them tending to implicate him with the assassination, or showing him to be in any way connected with Herold or any of the supposed assassins.

Tumblety’s papers and his own admissions show that he has tramped the continent from Quebec to New Orleans, in the character of an “Indian Herb Doctor”, has gained an extensive notoriety as an impostor and quack; has been compelled to leave several towns and cities in Canada for his rascality and tricking and is being continually importuned and threatened by those whom he has deluded and swindled.

Tumblety’s principal associates in Saint Louis have been one J. W. Blackburn, his assistant in the “medical profession” and one Oregon Wilson, an artist. There appears to be nothing against them, except that they belong to a class of adventurers that encumber and prey upon society.

I am Sir,

Very Respectfully, Your obdt. Servant

J. D. Baker, Col. & Pro. Mar. Gen.



1 Baker is mistaken in believing that Tumblety was “alias Blackburn” (Luke Pryor Blackburn, “the yellow fever fiend”).

LAFAYETTE C. BAKER 1865

“B” 240 (JAO) 1865

Baker, Col. L. C.

Letterhead: War Department, Washington City, May 6th

Col. H. S. Burnett

Judge Advocate

War Dept.

Sir,

I send you for examination Dr. Stewart,1 Lieut.’s Bainbridge & Ruggles, Joseph Baton,2 Wm. Bryant, Wm. Rollins, and Wm. Lucas. Bainbridge & Ruggles were formerly of Mosby’s Command. It will be recollected that Dr. Stewart is the person to whom J. Wilkes Booth had the letters of introduction, Ruggles & Bainbridge held long conversations with Booth & Herold immediately after B. & H. crossed the Potomac.3 Allow me to suggest the necessity of eliciting from these witnesses a full statement, as I fear they are disinclined to testify in this case, fearing they may criminate themselves, particularly Dr. Stewart.4

I am Colonel

Your Obt Servt

L. C. Baker

Col. & Agent War Dept.



1 Dr. Richard Stuart. Booth’s letters of introduction were to Samuel Mudd and William Queen, not Richard Stuart. Booth and Herold came to Stuart’s summer home, Cleydael, on April 23 seeking help.

2 Joseph N. Baden, a private in the Confederate Army, worked closely with Confederate agent Thomas Harbin.

3 Booth and Herold met up with Ruggles, Bainbridge, and Jett at the Rappahannock River, not the Potomac.

4 Of the prisoners listed, none testified at the trial although all seven had contact with Booth and aided him in his effort to escape capture.
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“B” 243 (JAO) 1865

Baker, L. C.

Letterhead: War Department, Washington City, May 8th 1865

Col. H. L. Burnett

Judge Advocate General

War Dept.

Sirs,

I forward you this morning, as witnesses, D. Thomas, Samuel Cox, and colored girl Mary.1 The man Thomas is the witness who says he will swear that Dr. Mudd told him some 3 weeks previous to the assassination that the President and other Cabinet officers would be murdered. I am Colonel, your obt. Servt.

L. C. Baker, Col. & Agt War Dept.



1 Daniel J. Thomas was a prosecution witness against Samuel Mudd (Poore I:135, III:306, Pitman 173, 174). Samuel Cox, a Confederate agent, had Booth and Herold hidden and placed under the care of Thomas Jones. Mary Simms, a former slave of Samuel Mudd, was a prosecution witness against Mudd (Poore II:150, Pitman 170).
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“R” 266 (JAO) 1865

Letterhead: War Department, Washington City, May 10th 1865

Col. H. H. Wells

Pro. Mar. Defenses of Washington

Sir,

I have the honor herewith to forward a list of all persons arrested by me in connection with the recent conspiracy to assassinate the President and Sec. of State. These persons were all arrested by direction of the Sec. of War, and are now confined in the Old Capitol Prison. John Celestino, arrested April 18th Emile Jarboe Apl 19th, J. W. Wharton Apl. 21st, George Jarboe April 21st, Jacob Miller & Oliver Brown Apl 24th, Edward Chelsey April 25th, R. Condon April 26th, Lewis J. Wiechmann April 30th, Joseph Barton, Wm. Bryant Wm. Rollins Wm. Lucas Willie J. Jett Dr. Stewart A. R. Bainbridge M. B. Ruggles John M and Wm. H. Garrett, H Clay Ford, Gifford ^and^ Jake (carpenters at Fords theater.)2

Reply yours

L. C. Baker



2 James Gifford and Jake Ritterspaugh.
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“B” 284 (JAO) 1865

Baker, L. C.

Letterhead: War Department Washington City, May 10, 1865

Col. H. Burnett

Dr. Sir,

Your wishes respecting Mrs. H. shall be complied with.

I am yours etc.

L. C. Baker

Col. & Agt. War Dept.
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“B” 357 (JAO) 1865

L. C. Baker

Letterhead: War Department, Washington City, May 17th 1865

Brig. Gen. J. Holt

Judge Advocate General

U. S. A.

Sir,

In talking with the two men sent to Bryantown some days since in search of witnesses to prove that Dr. Mudd was in Bryantown the Saturday following the assassination,1 I find that any further search for witnesses to prove the above would be useless, a thorough and most searching examination, having been by my direction already made.

Respectfully Yours

L. C. Baker

Col. & Agt. War Dept.



1 Dr. Mudd acknowledged in his written statement (see 5:212–25) that he visited Bryantown on Saturday, April 15, shortly after one o’clock. Both John F. Hardy (PW, Poore III:431, Pitman 218) and Francis Farrell (PW, Poore III:P418, Pitman 218) testified that Mudd told them he had learned of Lincoln’s assassination while in Bryantown and that the assassin was a man named Booth.
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Col. L. C. Baker

Letterhead: War Department, Washington City, June 1st 1865

I hereby certify that the bearer of this, Wm. Jett1 of Westmoreland Co. Va. was arrested on 1st of May.

Reply

L. C. Baker

Col. & Agt War Dept.



1 Private Willie Jett was one of three Confederate soldiers who accompanied Booth across the Rappahannock River on Monday, April 24, and found Booth lodging at the home of Richard Garrett. Jett was initially arrested on April 26 at the Garrett farm along with Herold but escaped and was rearrested on May 1.
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Col. L. C. Baker

Endorsements: War Department, Bureau of Military Justice, June 7th 1865, respectfully returned to Col. L. C. Baker, Agt. Etc., with the suggestion that this application be addressed to the Secretary of War, in whose custody the papers desired are now held. A. A. Hosmer, Major and Judge Advocate, War Dept. July 1, Referred to Colonel Burnett with directions to comply with the request of Colonel Baker by order of the Secretary of War, C. A. Dana, Assist. Secretary of War Letterhead War Department, Washington City, June 2nd, 1865

Judge Holt, Judge Advocate General

Sir,

In presenting claims to the Sec. of War for the payment of Bounty, offered by the government for the capture and conviction of the assassins, I would like to have the affidavits, or copies, of Col. E. J. Conger & Lieut. S. B. Baker2 taken before you on board of the Gunboat, the morning after Booth’s body arrived at the Navy Yard, as these affidavits form no part of the testimony taken before the commission. I thought it would not be improper to ask for them.

Resp Yours,

L. C. Baker

Col. & Agt War Dept.



2 Colonel Everton J. Conger and Lieutenant Luther Byron Baker were among the group of soldiers that captured Herold and killed Booth. Conger received fifteen thousand dollars and Baker received three thousand dollars of the reward money for their part.
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“G” 748 (JAO) 1865

Col. L. C. Baker

Endorsement: Certificate for attendance from May 12th to May 26th issued

Aug. 19th

Letterhead: War Department, Washington City, July 18th 1865

Maj. Hosmer

Asst. Judge Advocate Gen.

Sir,

John M. Garrett,1 the bearer of this, was subpoenaed as a witness in the late conspiracy case by direction of the Secretary of War. He attended the court as a witness, but failed to get a certificate of attendance, will you please give him one, in order that he may draw his witness fees.

Respectfully yours,

L. C. Baker

Col. & Agt. War Dept.



1 John M. Garrett, the son of Richard Garrett. Booth and Herold stayed at the farmhouse of Richard Garrett on April 24 and 25. John M. Garrett did not testify at the conspiracy trial.
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Letter to Eckert from Baker, July 2, 1865

Letterhead: War Department, Washington City, July 2nd 1865

Hon. T. E. Eckert2

Asst Sec. of War

Sir,

I have this moment received a letter from the Detective Officer I sent to Boston some days since, to watch the movements of the alleged conspirator, Geo. W. Wortman. Deeming said letter of some importance, I herewith send you a copy Boston

June 30th

Col. Baker

Dear Sir,

I arrived in Boston on Sunday morning and found George W. Wortman the same evening walking out with his wife. Monday and Tuesday he was strolling around with his brother-in-law; Wednesday and Thursday he was going about the city alone, making calls on his friends. Friday I met with him purposely to have a conversation with him and it was a success. He gave me his history since last April. He knows Herold; has played billiards with him; knew Payne, by the name of Wood;1 He says there is a plot in hand to murder the President, Secretary Seward, Stanton and General Halleck; if he had not gone to Richmond. He says that meeting was to have taken place in the Navy Yard Odd Fellows Hall, on the twenty sixth day of June. He further says the news of the meeting leaked out and his name connected with it frightened him to leave for home. He says he has been looking in the Washington Correspondence for the news of the attempt of the assassins. He says he was going to attend the meeting and then give the full particulars to the War Department. The Principal plotters are men living near the Navy Yard and if you want him to come to Washington, he thinks he can work the whole plot up for you. Send me word what I shall do.

(signed) D. V. Coldazer

Direct your letter to the Hancock House, No. 15 Court Square, Boston

L. C. Baker

Col & Agt War Department



2 Thomas T. Eckert, assistant secretary of war and head of the War Department telegraph office.

1 Lewis Thornton Powell used the aliases Lewis Paine, Lewis Payne, and Reverend Wood.
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Letter to Eckert from Baker, July 28, 1865 with enclosure April 24th 1863

Envelope: address Mons. H. B. De Ste Marie, Ellengowan P.O. Baltimore Co.

Maryland, Postmark Surratt’s Md. April

Surrattsville, Md.

April 24th 1863

Mons. H. de Ste. Marie2

Dear Sir,

I received a letter from Mr. Wiechmann yesterday, stating your intention to leave by the first of May. I spoke to Mr. Hill about a teacher. He said he wanted one and was willing to have you as our teacher, but he could not build his schoolhouse for some time.

If you have made up your mind to go Texas3 I can send you all safely. Do not have the least doubt of it. Times are better than they were. All you have to do is to let me know what day you will be in Washington, and I will meet you. You can carry a hand trunk with you.

There will not be the least difficulty, only perhaps you will have to remain among us some two or three weeks. Still we can easily make the time pass agreeably. I suppose Texas looks as dreary as possible. My kindest regards to Father Mahoney. Do not fail to come to Washington.

Your Friend,

J. Harrison Surratt

Mons. Ste Marie

Ellen Gowan PM



2 Henri Beaumont de Ste. Marie. In 1862 Ste. Marie was hired by Father William Mahoney to teach in his Catholic school near Texas, Maryland. While teaching at Father Mahoney’s school, Ste. Marie met John Surratt and Louis Wiechmann, then students at Saint Charles College in Ellicott, Maryland (later Ellicott City). Wiechmann, at Ste. Marie’s urging, found him a teaching position at Saint Matthews School in Washington.

3 The reference is to Texas, Maryland, a small community approximately twenty miles from Baltimore.
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Letterhead: War Department, Washington City, July 28th 1865

Major T. T. Eckert

Ass. Sec. of War

Sir,

The person who was living in the mountains in Pennsylvania, supposed to be John H. Surratt, has been arrested.

He claims that his name is Eugene T. Naines.

Enclosed are three letters found in his carpet bag. I deem the matter worthy of a further investigation.

Respectfully Yours,

L. C. Baker

Brig. Gen. and Agt War Dept.


	D. J. BALDWIN	(7:205–7)


F-48

Letter to Stanton from Baldwin, May 1865

Washington City, DC Tuesday 30 May 1865

Hon. E. M. Stanton, Sec. War

Among seven prisoners captured the other day on the Florida coast in a boat appears the name of Frederick Mohl. I know him. He is of Houston Texas, born at New York of German parentage. Early in the rebellion he entered into confidential relations with Jeff Davis and made several trips across the Atlantic and doubtless has valuable information if he would disclose it. He is quite a capable and a very active man and most friendly besides. I am temporarily at 434 Eleventh Street North in this city but until I return to Texas my address is Belleville Essex Co. New Jersey. As to who I am refer to Gov. A. J. Hamilton now in this city.

I have the honor to be very respectfully your obedient servant,

D. J. Baldwin

Of Houston Texas


	BENJAMIN BARKER	(4:30)


“B” Evd. B. (JAO) P2 1865

Benjamin Barker

Is the proprietor of a pistol gallery—knows Booth, says he was in the habit of coming to his place to shoot. Came there in August or September of last year, but he did not know his name. Says he shot very well—would practice to shoot with accuracy in every possible position. John came with him Generally two others came with him—but he was always the man. Did not know the other men—they did not know anything about shooting. Booth would ring the bell on the target every other time. He was always silent and reticent.
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“B” 567 (JAO) 1865

Benjamin Barker

April 25, 1865

Benjamin Barker, proprietor of Pistol Gallery corner of 11th St. & Pa. Ave. states:

I know Booth. He was in the habit of coming to my place to shoot. He first came there in August or September, I think of last year. I did not know his name then. He shot well, and practiced to shoot with accuracy in every possible position. Others, generally two came with him. He was always the man. Don’t know the other men. Never spoke of anything but of shooting. One of the men was taller than he. He would ring the bell on the target more than half the time. He was a quick shot; always silent, reticent.

Benj. Barker


	JAMES V. BARNES	(2:292)


“B” 101 (JAO) 1865

Blank envelope1

Jas. V. Barnes

Care of T. Zigina

Box 1364 New York

No 10 South Wm. St.



1 Found among Booth’s papers in his room at the National Hotel in Washington.


	WALTER M. BARNES1	(4:98–108)


“A” Evd. B. (JAO) P6 1865

Statement of W. Barnes

April 28th 1865

Walter M. Barnes says;

I live at Allen’s Fresh, Charles County, Md. Have lived there three years, was raised in Charles County and have lived there all my life. I keep a restaurant. Have been keeping it nearly three years. Have seen a man by the name of Atzerodt, and know him. Have known him about 6 years.

Last saw him on the 31st March 1865.

I came up to go to Baltimore, went into the Kimmel House in this city2 and he was in there or came in directly afterwards. I do not know which. I spoke to him. We had no more conversation other than this: he asked him me to take a drink with him. He seemed to be pretty sober then. He was not intoxicated, or did not seem to be. There was no one with him at the time. I took a drink with him. Just before we took the drink he asked the landlord if a man named Bailey was in. He said he would send up to his room and see whether he was in or not. Bailey came down and took a drink too. He did not do anything else that I know of. I do not know where they went to then. I went up to my aunts. I had just come from home and was on my way to Baltimore to buy my groceries for my restaurant. I was tired of riding, & thought I would stop over night and see my relations. I went to see my aunt, who lives in the first ward. Her name is Mrs. Clemons, her husband’s name Alexander Clemons is a policeman. I have no other relations in the city save my uncle’s wife. She lives on the Island.3 I do not know how the streets run, I think it is on G. Street.

(Note; Witness is evidently mistaken; and by his description of the locality, it is on 7th Street, or near 6th Street, one or two blocks toward the avenue this way from the wharf.) Have not seen Surratt Atzerodt since December. I was at Port Tobacco. It was at December Court. Bailey is barkeeper at Port Tobacco for Brown. The next morning after going to my aunts, I went to Baltimore. Got to my aunts in time for supper. That night after supper I went up to Canterbury Hall. I did not see anyone there that I know more than my friend from the country. Saw a man by the name of Donlan & young Dix who came up with me. Do not recollect of seeing anyone else. Do not recollect of seeing Atzerodt there. Did not see Bailey. Saw a young man named Briscoe, a clerk in town. After that I went to the Pennsylvania House and stayed there that night. Did not stay at my aunt’s, only went to take supper.

Could not tell who I saw at the Pennsylvania House when I returned from Canterbury. Do not recollect of seeing Atzerodt that night. He was stopping there. Did not see Bailey that night. Saw him next morning. I got up and got a drink and started to my breakfast, and started to Baltimore on the 11 o’clock train. I might have seen Atzerodt. I cannot recollect that I did. Do not know John Surratt. Did not see Herold. When I drove up I saw a man come downstairs, but did not know his name or who he was except ^until^ the other day when the Provost Marshal showed me a photograph and asked me if I had seen the man it represented and after thinking, I found he was the man that came down with Bailey. He did not introduce him to me.

Atzerodt & I were talking about nothing at all that day. I had no talk with him. He asked me if I did not want to buy a horse. I think there was a boy holding his horse at the door. But I told I did not want to buy because I had horses of my own.1 Did not see him riding on it. Did not see Booth. I may have seen him but did not know him. Never heard his name before this.

When in Baltimore, I went to Major Skinner’s private boarding House. I was acquainted with young ladies there. After staying there a few days I went around to attend to my business. I was there three weeks. Do not know Mr. Parr; did not go to his house or his store that I know of; though I went into & bought some tumblers at a crockery store. I do not know whose. I left Baltimore last Tuesday-week (April 16th). About two or three days after I got there, I came home to Washington with a young lady. Miss Lafitte, the landlady’s daughter. She stayed at the Kimmel House and went back the next morning. I did not see Atzerodt there. Saw him the next morning. He came in the office before I was going to start. I went there to pay my bill & he came in & went out again. Where he went I don’t know. I went back to Baltimore that day. Stayed at Baltimore then until Tuesday, and started down in a boat. I started to go home about two weeks ago last Tuesday, but a friend of mine came up and asked me if I would stay and go down with him in his boat. I told him as I was not in a hurry I thought I would. His name is Capt. Thomas Hubbard. So I started a week ago last Tuesday. The Tuesday succeeding the murder. I heard of the murder the next morning at the house where I was boarding. That night I went to the Holiday Street Theater with this same lady who came to Washington with me. We called there ^got home^ about 12 o’clock. After our return a couple of naval officers boarding at the house went out with me and we got something to drink and afterwards went to bed. The next morning the young man with whom I was sleeping & whose name is George Davis, got up fairly early, at 6 o’clock, went downstairs, and after a while came running upstairs & asked me if I had heard the news. I told him no. He said the President was shot. I said “Certainly that is not so”. He says “It is true”.

On Tuesday, as I have said, I started on the boat to go home. Got down near the mouth of the Patuxent & there the steamer overhauled and boarded us & examined the crew, & said that they had orders to arrest me. I told I then went aboard the steamer. This was on Thursday evening. I believe the steamer went up to Baltimore, and got there about six o’clock in the morning.

Q. How come it that you never asked what you were charged with when you were arrested?

A. Well, I asked the Lieutenant the next morning and he said he did not know.

Q. Did you ask anybody at all why you were arrested?

A. Yes Sir, I think I asked the Lieutenant the next morning. He asked me if I knew what I was arrested for. I told him I did not know what it was for. He said all he knew was that he had orders; that they telegraphed down that “a man named William Barnes is on the Schooner “Bravez” and he had orders to arrest me. McPhail brought me on here. I believe Mr. McPhail told me that the cause of my arrest was that they wanted me as a witness.1



1 Walter Barnes, a friend of George Atzerodt, was taken into custody but eventually released.

2 Washington, D.C.

3 The Island was an area immediately south of the canal (now Constitution Avenue).

1 John Surratt told Atzerodt to sell Booth’s horses that were kept at Howard’s stables.
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W. M. Barnes

Statement furnished by W. P. Wood, Supt. O. C. Prison

Walter M. Barnes, committed April 22, 1865

Is a native and resident of Charles County Md. 22 years of age, occupation; keeper of restaurant at Allen’s Fresh, Md.

Barnes some six years since resided in Port Tobacco, where he became acquainted with Atzerodt; who was at that time engaged at coach-making and painting. Barnes never had any business transactions with Atzerodt, but having business in Baltimore to purchase liquors, he came by the way of Washington and put up at the Pennsylvania House (formerly the Kimmel House) where he met Atzerodt; had no conversation with him; this was about the 1st of April 1865. Barnes does not know any of the other conspirators; was arrested in Baltimore when arrested; denies all knowledge of the assassination of the President.



1 Barnes was not called as a witness.
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R. Bartley

Signal Camp, Georgetown, DC

May 14th 1865

Brig. Gen. Holt

Judge Advocate Gen. USA

Gen.,

Agreeable to your request, I set myself about gathering up testimony in regard to the Torpedo1 being placed under Libby prison, but I have been ordered to duty at Fort Ethan Va., which will prevent my accomplishing very much.

There is one man a rebel who is well aware that the torpedo was there. He was one of the prison sergeants. His name is Jos. T. Gaddy, 14th NC Vols., Ansonville, Anson Co. NC

Very respectfully,

Your obt. Servant

R. Bartley,

2nd Lieut. Signal Corps



1 The term “torpedo” described a variety of explosive devices both on land and in water. Bartley was a prisoner held in Libby Prison in Richmond. He testified to the Confederates placing a “torpedo” under the prison building and threatening to blow up the prison if an attempt were made by Union forces to free the prisoners.
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R. Bartley

Letterhead: War Department, Washington City, June 5th 1865

Received Col. H. L. Burnett, Judge Advocate’s Office, a letter from Neal Dow2 to Lieut.R. Bartley.

R. Bartley

2nd Lieut. Signal Corps USA



2 Brigadier General Neal Dow served in the 19th Army Corps in the Army of the Gulf. He was captured during the siege of Port Hudson and was imprisoned in Libby Prison in Richmond before being exchanged for Confederate general Rooney Lee.
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Washington April 24th 1865

J. H. Bartlow

J. H. Bartlow, Lichau House, Washington, with his brother, 558 7th St. opposite Center Market, says:

That he knows John H. Surratt very well indeed. I think his hair is sandy, rather dark. I think his brother has dark hair. He had a light goatee. Thinks he had gray eyes. Think I saw Mr. Surratt on Monday or Tuesday. I am not positively sure which. Saw him at the corner of 6th St. & C Street. He was passing the corner; I bowed to him and he came up & shook hands with me. He said he wanted a horse to go down to his place about 10 miles down the country. That is all he said. I saw Herold on Thursday night before the murder. He said he wanted to see John Surratt and asked me if I had seen him & I told him I had not. Said he, “I am going up to the Kirkwood House to find him. If he is not there I want to see you.” Said I, “I was up last night and wanted to retire early. If you want to see me you will have to come up to the Lichau House & there you will find me.” He said that Booth was a “bully fellow.”

Herold is kind of fussy when in liquor, but when not in liquor is quiet.

Have met Surratt frequently traveling through the country with a man named Wm. Norton, who has a soap fat establishment on the island near a place called “Fredericksburg”. This man has dark hair, stands 5 feet 8, has a little goatee, I think no mustache. Was connected with another man in the livery business on the corner of 12th and D. He was at one time confined in the Old Capitol for buying stolen horses from Negroes in Prince Georges County.
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Elizabeth Batchins

April 28th 1865

Elizabeth Batchins states that she is a servant at the Lichau House & in the laundry. Was not there long, only about two weeks. Went there three weeks ago last Monday, the week before the murder.

Do not know the names of persons boarding there. I know them just by sight. Knew two ladies, the Misses Gardner, actresses at the Canterbury. Those were all the persons I knew there. Never saw Booth in my life. Did not know a person there called Port Tobacco. May have seen him but did not know him. Julia Ross is cook at the Lichau House. Know Frank Roth. Got very well acquainted with him after I went there, because my sisters knew him. I used to speak to him. I slept next Mr. Lichau was always a great Union man, always great for Lincoln. Mr. Lichau has a restaurant down on the Avenue. I used to go over there and get oysters & such like that.
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Daniel N. Bates

Alexandria, May 22/65

Hon. E. M. Stanton

Dear Sir,

About the 1st of April I was in Baltimore and in company with Rev. John R. Nichols, called on a Rev. Mr. Whitehurst at a Mrs. Rhodes ^Roach’s^, l Hanover St. near Camden.

When we entered the parlor there were two young ladies present. Soon one of them retired and pretty soon the other joined us in conversation (I might say intruded). She said she was a true Virginian and yet she could not go home and she thought it so hard. Among other things she said goods of every kind was to be one dollar per yard and that Baltimore would be burnt. I asked her what made her think so. She replied that she knew, and that she knew too much and expressed her sorrow for it. When I pressed her she still expressed her sorrow of her knowledge,. After a while she said I presume you are ministers and believe the Bible and believe in prophecy. We all assented. I then asked her if she believed Baltimore was a subject of prophecy. She replied not in name. I then pressed her to give us some of the references but she still declined and repeated her expression that she only knew too much. When about leaving Mr. Whitehurst accompanied us to the door and informed us that she was a violent Loudon County rebel and had been arrested by United States authority and was then under several thousand dollars bonds, and that only a few days before in an interview with President Lincoln she told him he lied. Since the testimony given in the case of Dr. Mudd where the witness stated that the Dr. said all of the union men of Baltimore were to be killed, etc. I have thought probably this second edition of Bell Boyd1 might know something of importance, or may be implicated in some way in the assassination of our late beloved President. I therefore concluded to communicate the above to you. If you should desire any further communication upon this subject my residence is No. 10 Washington Street, Alexandria.

Yours Respectfully

Daniel W. Bates.



1 Maria Isabella “Belle” Boyd. A Confederate spy who bedeviled Union authorities with her espionage skills.
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Rogers, Samuel

Rohersville

Washington Co. Md.

June 4th 1865

Captain Sir, I will now try to inform you of the expression that Jacob Allsap made use of after the death of the President. Sir, on the 21 of April he went to the house of George Holmes and when he went in the house Mrs. Holmes said to him, “Mr. Allsap what do you think we have lost our best friend?” He then said, “Who is that?” She said “Why, Mr. Lincoln.” He then made her the answer he ought to been dead long ago for I could have help to killed him or any other abolitioner it can be.

Certified to that he has been a wishing for the death of the President before it was. It can be proven that he always was a sympathizer with South. He has not voted since the rebellion. If you want to know any more about it why call me and George Holmes and his wife. George Reeder, Davalt Young, Frank Reeder and his wife, Samuel Boyers and wife, Jacob Long, Joseph Mabley.

Rote by Samuel Bayers

Rohersville

Washington Co. Md.
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Baxter J. H. Surg.

Washington DC April 27/65

Col. Ingraham

Pro. Marshal

Washington, DC

Colonel

The bearer Private C. C. Spalding, Co. F. 7th Regt. (Hancock’s Corps) desires to communicate certain information relative to suspicious characters at large in this city, who he believes are in league with the assassin Booth. I therefore send him to you as the proper officer to receive such information. I am acquainted with him and believe you can rely upon any statement he may make. Your obt. Servt. J. H. Baxter, Surg. US Colored [obliterated] Col.
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Letter to Seward from Beals, April 20, 1865

Recd. 27 May

Gold Hill Nevada, April 20, 1865

Wm. Seward Esq.

Dr. Sir,

Enclosed please find a picture of Booth, the damnable villain and his friends. A man brought a photograph picture to me to copy and I took an extra one unbeknownst to him and send it to you. It may be these are Booth’s friends and by watching these men you may find Booth. I want to see the villain caught, and punished in a most severe manner, (put him on the rock) for God sake and the nations sake.

I have also sent to you four cards de visite, two for you, and two for old Andy Johnson. Give him my sincere and best wishes and may God bless him, you also in particular. I am a New York man and down on all traitors and sympathizers and copperheads. Would be very very happy to hear from you, and I hope we may time to meet once more.

I am now laying sick but my dear friend I must pen a few lines to you. O my God what a loss our poor country has met with, my heart is too full I cannot write any more. God Bless you and his poor, poor and distressed wife and family and Believe me my Dear friend, I am yours Humble Servant at any time you want me.

From Yours very respectfully,

A. J. Beals

Photographic artist of Gold Hill, Nevada

N.G. Please let me know if you receive this and oblige, AJB

PS Do not say where you received this pic from.
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Recd 8 AM, April 26th

Port Tobacco 1 30 AM Apl 26, 1865

Maj. T. T. Eckert

Immediately after reporting to you today I proceeded with Maj. O’Beirne to Bryantown, thence to Turners house where Booth and Herold were seen by two servants to inquire for food, then enter pine thicket about twenty rods distant from house and two miles north from Bryantown. Parties on the ground had been through, losing the track and accomplishing nothing. We at once penetrated the thicket and deployed; after following probable routes, I struck the crutch track and we followed it in a direction circling around towards the piece of timber from which they first issued. Far enough to justify belief they are still in same vicinity from which they started and that while the troops were searching the thicket, where they were last seen, they by taking the course above described gained time enough to temporarily conceal themselves again.1

It appear to us from all we can learn that troops have not been pushed through with much system. The Colored troops while deployed and advancing, upon hearing shout on part one part of the line, made rush in that direction leaving considerable space uncovered. Cavalry has been operating and tonight has strong line of pickets around timber.

I made map today for immediate use but it would have assisted much if we had a county survey map and a compass. I left Maj. O’Beirne at Bryantown where he was preparing to cooperate with others and make an early and systematic scouring.

G. [S.] H. Beckwith



1 General Grant’s chief telegrapher and cipher operator.
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Recd 11 AM

In cipher

Port Tobacco Apr 24th 1865 10 AM

Maj. Eckert,

Have just met Major O’Beirne whose force had arrested Dr. Mudd and Thompson. Mudd set Booth’s left leg fractured; furnished crutches; and helped him and Herold off. They have been tracked as far as the swamp near Bryantown and under one theory it is possible they may be still concealed in swamp which leads from Bryantown to Allen’s Fresh or in neck of land between Wicomico & Potomac Rivers. Other evidence bears to the belief that they crossed from Swan’s Point to White Point Va. on Sunday morning, April 16th about 930 o’clock in a small boat also captured by Major O’Beirne.2 John Lloyd has been arrested & virtually acknowledged complicity. I will continue with Major O’Beirne in whom I have a great confidence. We propose first to thoroughly scour swamps & countryside and if unsuccessful and additional evidence will justify it, we then propose to cross with force into Virginia and follow up that trail as long as there is any hope at all. At all events we will keep moving and if there is any chance you rely upon our making most of it. Country here is being thoroughly scoured by infantry & cavalry.

S. H. Beckwith



1 At the time Beckwith sent this message to Eckert in the War Department telegraph office, Booth and Herold had already crossed the Potomac River during Saturday night and Sunday morning (April 22–23) and were at Port Conway on the Rappahannock River. By afternoon they would be resting at the home of Richard Garrett only a few miles to the south.

2 Beckwith was at Port Tobacco, Maryland, on Monday, April 24, and sent a telegram to the War Department reporting that two men were seen crossing the Potomac River on Sunday, April 16. Although Beckwith mistakenly believed the men to be Booth and Herold, the message resulted in Stanton authorizing Lafayette Baker to send a cavalry troop that cornered Booth and Herold at the Garrett farm. Beckwith was awarded five hundred dollars of the reward money the government offered for Booth’s capture.
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Telegram to Eckert from Beckwith, Apr. 25, 1865

Rec’d 1 PM

Port Tobacco Md.

April 25th, 1865

Maj. Thos T. Eckert

Supt. US Mil. Tel.

Information has this moment reached here which warrants the belief that Booth and Herold will be taken today. They are reported to have been seen this morning by a citizen who informed Maj. O’Beirne’s men. They with other troops have swamp (which is nearly impenetrable) surrounded and are pressing forward. Maj. O’Beirne is just starting out.

S. H. Beckwith

Cipher operator

USM Tel.
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Bell Francis H.

Washington, April 24th, 1865

Col. Foster, Dear sir,

I herein make a statement (to the best of my recollection) of the conversation that took place between myself and John L. Young of Tennessee omitting all complimentary or unimportant conversation and in nowise relative to the subject in question. Mr. Young stated to me that he lived in the State of Tennessee about twenty miles from Memphis and that he had a plantation where he lived, on or about the 7th of March he called at our photograph gallery at 480 Pa. Ave.,1 and set for a picture, at which time he entered into a quite free conversation as to the prospects and merits of the war. I told him I thought the rebellion was played out. He said he thought not; not at all; he left, and called about two days after for his pictures, at which time I asked him if he was going any further North. He said he was going to Rock Island up on the lake from there to Chicago, from whence he should proceed by railroad to Louisville Ky. and from thence to his home. I think he then left. He returned to our gallery (I think) the next day and in a low tone of voice and secretive manner asked me if I knew President Lincoln and if he, L., went out in public without a guard. I told him he did and that he frequently passed up & down the avenue without a guard. He asked me if Mr. Lincoln kept a guard by him at his residence. I said I thought not, more than the servants and perhaps a guard at the door.

Question by Mr. Young: does he have many persons about him in his room?

My answer: sometimes more and sometimes less, owing to circumstances. I had visited him on one occasion found him alone, transacted my business and had a pleasant interview.

Question by Y.: How could I (Young) get admittance to his room?

Answer: By going to the anteroom and sending in your card.

Question: Do you (Bell) think I could then get in?

Answer: If the President is not busy and has any knowledge of you and thinks proper, no doubt he would admit you.

Question: What part of the house does the President stay in?

Answer: In the library on the 2nd floor in the east end of the house.

Question: How could I get there?

Answer: Almost any of the servants will show you the way.

Question: Does the President have a guard with him when he walks out around his house?

Answer: I presume not.

All those questions were asked in a subdued tone of voice and in such a manner as to attract my attention and I thought there must be something wrong. I again thought that I would drop a note to the President to look out. I had my fears that there was danger of his safety. I again thought the matter over and concluded ^that^ in all of his questions there was nothing but what any inquisitive stranger might naturally ask, therefore paid no further attention to it until after the President was shot. In the ^meantime^, Mr. Young stopped in and bid me goodbye; said he was going to leave (at this time Mr. Lincoln was in Richmond Va.) He ^(Young)^ said nothing about returning. About the time the President returned home from Richmond I was surprised to see Mr. Young had also returned and told him I thought he had left entirely. He said no, he had only been to Baltimore, etc. He said nothing about the President on that occasion. At one time he went with me to the Oak Hill Cemetery.1 His conversation was directed to the condition of the country, to the war and farming in the south and various other subjects unimportant. On our return to this city, while passing the Presidents mansion he inquired which part of the house the President occupied. I pointed it out to him and he said nothing further upon the subject of the President at that time and I am not certain that he at any time afterwards mentioned the President to me, at anytime nor should I, probably, have thought any more upon Mr. Youngs former inquiries if the President had not been shot after which I communicated the my suspicions to the chief of the Metropolitan police, but not noticed by him. I ascertained that Mr. Young had left the city. My suspicions were strong that Mr. Young was associated with Booth and his party. My suspicions were entirely founded upon the facts and circumstances as herewith stated, and I have accordingly laid before your honor the facts in the case to the best of my knowledge and recollections, for you to dispose of as you may see prudent.

Very Respectfully Yours etc.

Francis H. Bell

Saw Young on Pa. Ave. with a tall black haired man, after Young returned from Baltimore.



1 Francis Bell and his brother C. M. Bell were Washington photographers who produced hundreds of views of the city between 1865 and 1875.

1 Oak Hill Cemetery is located in Georgetown, District of Columbia. Willie Lincoln’s body was temporarily placed in the vault of William Carroll in 1862 and was later returned to Springfield with his father’s body.
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Bell, Louis A.

Washington

May 27th 1865

Col. Ingraham

Provost Marshall Gen.

Sir, the bearer of this note, Susannah Hamm is in possession of information which I deem serviceable to the Govt. in the trial of the conspirators. I send her to you that you may question her yourself.

Respectfully yours,

Louis A. Bell

Of New Bedford, Mass.
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Washington D. C.

21st April 1865

Bell, G.

Lt. Col. US Vols.

Office, Depot Commissary of Subsistence,

Washington D. C. April 21st 1865

Col. Mr. B. Strother, one of my reliable and trustworthy clerks informs me he had a conversation with Herold on Friday evening. He will deliver this to you and may be able to furnish some information of value. By dropping me a note at any time he can be sent to you.

I am Col.

L. Bell

Lt. Col. Vols.
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Geo. R. Bell

Ford’s Theater

Washington DC

April 26th 1865

Lt. S. P. Currier

Pro. Mar. Gen. Office

Sir,

As requested by you, I have the honor to make the following statement. that our investigation of Saturday afternoon has satisfied me that the passage on the right of the stage leading from 1st entrance to back door where the assassin of the President is said to have escaped was, at the time the deed was committed, less obstructed by the presence of the employees of the theater than at most other portions of the play. Also that the width of the passage was fully as great as at any other shift of scenes both of which facts favor strongly the belief that the precise moment of the assassination was premeditated.1

Very Resp,

Your Obt. Servt.

Geo. R. Bell,

Capt. 24th VRC Comdg



1 Harry Hawk was the lone actor standing on stage when Booth dropped from the box. The passage was clear except for William Withers, the orchestra leader, who claimed that Booth pushed past him, slashing Withers’s vest and shirt with his knife as he passed.
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Statement of William H. Bell

William H. Bell, servant at Secretary Seward’s says;

I was at Mr. Seward’s House Friday night 14th of April 1865, when the man came and assassinated the Secretary. He rang the doorbell and I answered the bell. I opened the door and he walked in about two feet when he stopped and told me he wanted to see Mr. Seward; he said he must see him—that he was sent there by Dr. Verdi3 with a little package, which he had in his hand with a label on it. I told him he could not see him and he had better send it up by me. He seemed to be excited and talked very fast and very loud. He started up a few steps and I followed him. We met Mr. Frederick Seward on the steps before entering Mr. Seward’s door. He asked Mr. Frederick if he could see Mr. Seward and he told him he could not; he said he must see him as he was directed by Dr. Verdi to give the package to him. He put his hand out as if to put it on the doorknob, but Mr. Frederick told him that he could not go in and if he could not leave the message with him he could not leave it at all. He then said “Well if I can’t see him” and he made a little mumbling and started to go downstairs and came down two or three steps after me; I was in front of him and his boots made a great noise; and I asked him not to make such a great noise; about the time I said that he struck Mr. Frederick, I think with a knife.1 I saw the last time he hit Mr. Frederick and Mr. Frederick fell. He then ran into Mr. Seward’s room and I ran down to the door to give the alarm.

I am not certain of the time when he came to the door; they had told me to put the lights out on the second floor; it was about five minutes after the Doctor had gone away; it was about half past ten o’clock to the best of my knowledge. He was a tall man, I think full six foot and a little taller than Mr. Frederick; about half a head taller; had a red face, darkly complected and no whiskers or mustache. He must have been shaved very close; his hair was black and turned a little behind; it was straight all to the end which was turned up; he had an overcoat and black pants; the coat came down below the knees; they were not pants made in the late style; they didn’t appear to be large pants. He had very thin lips and in talking used his upper lip but didn’t show his teeth.

I am pretty certain it was a knife he struck Mr. Frederick across the head with; it was about fourteen or sixteen inches long. He had a light brown, broad brimmed, soft felt hat. I can’t tell how long he was in the Secretary’s room because I ran downstairs as soon as I saw Mr. Frederick fall, as I was afraid he would follow me. I went down to the steps and hollered “Murder” and then ran over to General Augur’s office to give the alarm.

After I came back from General Augur’s2 I saw him getting on his horse in an alley on the corner of Fifteen and a Half St. The nearest I was to the horse was about six or seven yards. The night was dark and the horse was a dark bay horse, very sleek and appeared to glitter a little; he was not a large one but a short chunky horse; he could not go very fast because I followed him as far as “I” St. When he mounted the horse he went up to Vermont Avenue and turned up on Vermont Avenue, which would be the most direct route to “Seventh” St. and the most direct route to Fort Bunker Hill.

I think when he came downstairs he dropped the package into his pocket. I have since seen an overcoat, which I recognize the same that that man wore. The hat he had on when he entered the house I have seen and identified it.



2 William H. Bell was a servant in the William Seward household. Bell confronted Lewis Powell when Powell forced his way into Seward’s house. Bell was among the first to be interviewed on Saturday, April 15. He gave an accurate description of Powell. Bell was brought to the Surratt house Monday evening where he identified Powell as the assailant of Seward.

3 Dr. Tullao S. Verdi, William Seward’s personal physician.

1 When Powell’s revolver misfired he struck Frederick Seward with such force that it fractured Seward’s skull and broke the ramrod of the revolver.

2 Major General Christopher Columbus Augur, military commander of the 22nd Army Corps defending Washington. His headquarters was located at Fifteen and a Half Street and Pennsylvania Avenue across from the Seward home.
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Bender, F.

20th April

F. Bender says he has been in Alexandria nearly 4 years; went there from Charles County. I went with Mr. Crepps from my place in Port Tobacco, with a Cavalry force of 4 or 5 men, down to Chapel Pine [Point]; saw a brother of Atzerodt there who was arrested and sent up here.1 That was last Tuesday. We returned to Port Tobacco that night. There was a small barber at Allen’s Fresh by the name of Walter Barnum, and they could not find him. We went back to Port Tobacco around by my place, Meridian Middletown, that is eight miles. From Middletown by Fisher’s Landings and Piscataqua, we came to here. We went to the Ferry and came on here last night. I know the Port Tobacco Postmaster, is a Union man. I think he and Dr. Wilmer2 are the only men that are Union. We made inquiries when we came up from Port Tobacco as to whether any men had passed down there.

Bailey is a man about 5 feet seven, has whiskers around, mustache and had a tenor voice. Walter Barnum squeaks, and his shoulder stoops. I wanted to buy a horse there at Nailor’s stable that he had there; a bay stallion. He said he had another one. He went with me out to the corral and I told him that I would not take the horse on account of his being a stallion. The stones had been drawn up by having ice laid on them. He did not tell me the color of his other horse. This stallion was about 15 ^hands^ and 3 or 4 inches high; a light bay, not a very fast horse, very good looking. Atzerodt was painting carriages at Port Tobacco. Did not have 5 dollars in his pocket when he left there, and he came up to town and had plenty of money to spend and had these two horses to sell. I do not know Bailey’s first name. Bailey was barkeeper at Browner’s Hotel at Port Tobacco. Had a good place and no falling out with his master, but he left him. I do not know Booth; never saw him only last year in Alexandria.



1 John C. Atzerodt, the older brother of George Atzerodt, was a detective on Provost Marshal James L. McPhail’s staff in Baltimore. Atzerodt was not arrested.

2 The Reverend Lemuel Wilmer was pastor of Piney Church (Episcopalian) located a few miles due west of Dr. Mudd’s house. Wilmer worked as an undercover agent providing Union authorities with information concerning Confederate activities in Charles County, Maryland.
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Benedict D. D. T.

Piqua, Miami Co. Ohio April 22/65

Sir,

My mind has been exercised in a way that may not seem the same to all men but nevertheless I feel it to be my duty to write it to you; in a word then, there is a man by the name of A. N. Minot (or at least that is what he calls himself) who if he is now near Washington City it will certainly be wise to watch closely; as a fit person to be connected with the conspiracy to murder President Lincoln. My reason for writing this are as follows: Sometime last July I was boarding at a hotel in Cincinnati Ohio known as the Walnut Street House at the time Minot was night clerk of that hotel and one day the papers showed that some rebel officers or soldiers had been put to death by order of the War department as a retaliation for murders committed on our prisoners. Minot came to where I was sitting and told this news and then cursed our officers and the present administration. Generally speaking as though these things should be avenged uttering secession sentiments strongly and ending with saying the abolitionists are savages or worse than savages, I am not sure which. I knew that the proprietor of the Hotel, Mr. Davis was a strong unconditional union man and as I was well acquainted with him I thought of reporting Minot but I did not do so, fearing he might think I was a troublesome guest, and so I let it pass in silence. But within a few days from that time and while I was still at that hotel, Minot robbed the hotel safe of ten thousand dollars and escaped. He was afterwards arrested in the City of Baltimore and escaped from the custody of the officer who had him in charge.

That he is a robber and vile secessionist, a most desperate man, has uttered wishes for vengeance on the officers of the government is quite a fine looking man athletic above common size, and was last heard of so far as I know in the City of Baltimore or near there are facts. He appears to be a German. I should say he must be full six feet in height, has dark hair and eyes and the officer in Baltimore who arrested him will easily identify him. Now from all that I have written above I have good reason to believe that he would most readily become an instrument to murder the President or assist to do it or to assassinate any high officer of our government or to do anything by which he could get well paid for doing; in a word I believe him to be an accomplished man and an active athlete and a daring robber, a vile secessionist, a desperado and one who would love to get revenge on the officers of our government and if found near Washington, it could do no harm to watch him.

Yours Respectfully,

D. D. T. Benedict
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United States vs. J. Wilkes Booth

Washington April 15, 1865

Examination of W. H. Bennett

Examination of before Justice Olin, one of the Justices of the Supreme Court.

D. C.

My name is William H. Bennett. I keep a restaurant at 497 10th Street. I have known J. Wilkes Booth for two years. I was at Ford’s Theater last night. Between ten and half past ten, I saw J Wilkes Booth at the front of the box occupied by the President. I recognized him distinctly; and understood him to say I am avenged and he made use of a Latin quotation.1 He jumped down onto the stage and slipped. He moved off of the stage holding a dagger in his left ^right^ hand. He was dressed in a business suit of dark clothes. He had no hat on and no cloak. I exclaimed on the stage that it was Wilkes Booth. The hat shown me by the Provost clerk is exactly like the hat that he wore.

W. H. Bennett



1 “Sic Semper Tyrannus” (Thus Always to Tyrants), the official state motto of Virginia.
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S. Bentz

Near Hood’s Mills, Md.

April 23rd 1865

Hon. E. M. Stanton

Secy. of War

Dr. Sr.

A Govt. detective (Mr. Horner of Col. Woolly’s office Balt.), who usually stops at my house when his business calls him in this direction, spent the night with me last night & with whom I had an extended interchange of views relative to the locality of that execrable monster who has plunged our country in the deepest sorrow. Mr. Horner2 has gone to a neighbor of mine, ^Mr. Hewitt^, who a few nights ago entertained a stranger, who it is said answers the description of Booth. It was said however that the stranger had been arrested & taken to Frederick & was found to be a deserter. Mr. Horner informs me not a trace of Booth can be found any distance from Washington & that the horse upon which he escaped was found in or near the city.3 If this be so, does it not suggest the theory that Booth has only gone to a carefully prepared hiding place, not remote from the city until the intensity of search & pursuit is over & then through his confederates escape at more leisure? The several reports of his being seen at different points, in my view are only intended to direct attention from the true point & should not all be surprised to hear that he will be found “aided & comforted” by some of the sympathizers in or near the District. This thought presses itself so strongly upon my mind that I could not refrain from troubling you with this note. Increased activity & very thorough search of cellars & garrets & outhouses & retired places of all known sympathizers should be instituted without delay; nor should any delicacy be manifested to do this, as beyond all doubt all such persons whose wishes & feelings were with the rebellion & against our revered President & the Govt. have virtually engrafted their bloody hands with that hand that pulled the fatal trigger of the instrument that sent death to the noble brain of our loved one. Be assured, sir, the country will fully endorse the sound views expressed by our present President in regard to the criminality of treason & of the necessity for national tuition, that it should be dealt with as a crime & not as political opinion & fashionable taste. Leniency towards sympathizers doubtless has had the unhappy effect of emboldening these villainies & it is to be hoped that a system of policy will be adopted by which treason in all its modifications will be rooted out & the public safety secured.

Trusting in God that the valuable life of our Secretary of State, with that of his son may be spared to us & that yourself & all the cabinet will long outlive this accursed rebellion I am Very Truly

S. Bentz



2 Eaton Horner worked as a military detective for Provost Marshal James L. McPhail in Baltimore. Horner, with his partner Randall Voltaire, arrested Samuel Arnold at Fort Monroe on the morning of April 17. Arnold was working as a clerk in the store of John Wharton.

3 The horse found wandering loose in the city was the one-eyed horse Booth purchased from George Gardner, Samuel Mudd’s neighbor, and ridden by Powell on the night of the assassination.
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Evidence

Letterhead: Post Office, Harrisburg, Pa. May 10, 1865

Hon. E. M. Stanton, Sec. War

Sir,

I have delayed writing in the case of R. J. Haldeman in order to discover certain testimony but he and his friends being wealthy and on the lookout it is hard to make discoveries. Before the election he attested very positively to Wm. Calder in his office the President would be assassinated at which Mr. C. became so incensed that he ordered him out of the office and told him never to enter again. After the election he came to Dr. W. W. Rutherford, an eminent physician of this city, after his return from New York stating in all seriousness that the President would not live his four years out. Mr. James McConish an eminent lawyer of this city tells me also that either R. J. Haldeman or his brother told him that he was corresponding with Sanders1 and others in Canada. That they had asked him for money and that he had advanced it.

These are the only facts that I can ascertain at present; that he is a rebel at heart there can be no doubt but whether there is enough to convict him is for you to decide. I am not anxious to appear in this matter for fear some of them burn my property (you know I have no friends among rebels and they will do almost anything) but shall never back out if you think it necessary to have him arrested. These facts are beyond controversy. My services are at your command at any time.

Very Resp Yours,

George Bergman



1 George Sanders was one of the Confederate agents operating from Canada in October 1864. Sanders met with Booth on at least one occasion in Canada.
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Letter to Lincoln from Bibb, April 12, 1865

Envelope Addressed To His Excellency A. Lincoln, Washington DC.

Introducing B. F. Ficklin, Esq.

Washington City, April 12/65

Dear Sir,

This will introduce Mr. B. F. Ficklin of Virginia who is a personal friend of Gov. Smith of Virginia.3

If consistent with your views of policy I would respectfully ask a removal of your permission for the legislature of Va. to meet in Richmond under the protection of the US Govt. The recognition of the Pierpont Govt.4 or the Free State Govt. of La. would be exceedingly distasteful to those States for the reason that neither represent the sentiments of the majority of the people of either State. Let me entreat you to be careful of the feelings of the people of the south, whatever may be their errors they are still human and must be dealt with as such.

The careful avoidance of offense will add to your own popularity at the same time that it will tend to the pacification of the country. We who have borne the heat & burthen of the day are deeply interested in the quiet settlement of this matter. If it is not carefully dealt with, we the conservatives of the South will be the sufferers. The interest I feel will be my excuse for these remarks.

I am very Resp

W. C. Bibb



2 Bibb was an Alabama cotton grower and a politically influential Southerner. He met with Lincoln two days before Lincoln’s assassination and secured a permit to collect Alabama cotton and sell it to the government.

3 B. F. Ficklin was a Confederate purchasing agent.

4 Francis Pierpont, with Lincoln’s support, formed a new state government in Virginia known as the Restored Government of Virginia. The existing government had seceded and was no longer represented in the U.S. Congress. Pierpont served as the governor of the Restored Government of Virginia.
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D. R. P. Bigler

Jas. A. McDevitt

Montreal Canada

April 20th, 1865

A. C. Richards

Supt.

Dear Sir,

We arrived here today & immediately conferred with the American Consulate. Mr. Potter, the consul, not being at home, we had an interview with his secretary to whom we made known our business and have been introduced to the Canadian officials by B. Devlin Esq., barrister & legal adviser of the U. S. Govt. in the recent case of the St. Albans raiders.2 Three parties left here last night about 11 ½ P.M. in a carriage; one of whom was registered at the St. Lawrence Hall as John Harrison, the alias of Surratt.3 We are convinced from the manner which we have been informed they left that it is Surratt & two of his companions. It may seem somewhat singular that they left in such haste but it is easily accounted for insomuch as a statement appeared in a New York paper yesterday “that Surratt is supposed to have fled to Canada & were being pursued” no doubt exists but what they were telegraphed to from New York by some of their friends. The Canadian officials I am pleased to state in cooperation with Mr. Devlin are rendering us all the assistance in their power. We have ascertained the road these parties have taken (the same road as was taken by the raiders) and by taking steamer tomorrow we shall be able to head them off at Three rivers. The chief of Montreal Police accompanies two of our party, & will leave here at 4 A.M. The others will remain here. Mr. Devlin feels confident that we shall get them. It is much to be regretted that the Govt. permits premature publications as it operates greatly against us. I am informed that by the Sec. of the Am. Consulate that the telegraph was frequently tapped during the trial of the Raiders (by the rebels here) & we were also informed by the same sec. that Geo. N. Sanders recd a telegram from Washington on the night of the assassination which he immediately answered & recd a reply at 8 A.M. Saturday morning. The utmost caution is necessary as rebel emissaries are boarding at the Ottawa Hotel opposite the Am. Consulate to watch every movement that is made in & about that office. Greenbacks are only worth 68 cents on dollar. By all means let this be strictly confidential. Mr. Devlin will communicate with the State Dept. at Washington by advice of Mr. Devlin.

Since writing the above one of us will proceed to Quebec. Present our regards to all. Should we have to remain here longer than we anticipate, can it be arranged that should we need funds, with State Dept., to draw here from Am. Consulate.

Please answer & address either Jas. A. McCoy or D. R. Porter

Canada Hotel, Montreal

Very respectfully,

Your obt. Svt

D. R. P. Bigley

Jas. A. McDevitt

P. S. We met Jeff. On the line & exchanged cards (Big & Mc)



1 Bigley and McDevitt were detectives in Washington’s Department of Metropolitan Police under Superintendent A. C. Richards.

2 On October 19, 1864, a band of Confederate cavalrymen under Lieutenant Bennett Young, CSA, slipped over the border from Canada and raided the small town of St. Albans, Vermont. They robbed several banks and slipped back into Canada thinking that it was a safe refuge. However, they were arrested in Canada and placed on trial. The raiders were eventually set free, and the money they stole was returned to them by Canadian authorities.

3 Surratt used several aliases. The two most common aliases were John Harrison and Charley Armstrong.
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New York

May 6th 1865

L. C. Baker

Col. & Agt. War Dept

Dear Sir,

Tonight’s just received, which does not cover all the case. The Supt. of [illegible] may have not explained properly the nature of my telegram yesterday. I shall endeavor to explain to you the manner in which the case stands. In the first place a letter was intercepted in Montreal by McDevitt which requested some party at the St. Lawrence Hall1 to forward all letters which might arrive for ^John Harrison^2 there to Capt. Navarro, NY.

Enclosing one envelope with the address of Navarro, a letter was mailed to Navarro. McD returned to [illegible] When leaving NY he placed the matter in the hands of one officer Walling. Enclosed please find Walling’s letter which will explain to you how the matter stands. This Ritter, mentioned in Walling’s letter is a broker here. He accompanied this woman to the Post Office and requested letters addressed to Navarro to be sent to his office. I regret that I did not see the letter of Walling before [illegible] at your office or I should not trouble you so much. If in your judgment you deem it expedient to arrest Ritter we may by his arrest get down to the woman & Capt., please order. My authority does not empower me to arrest Ritter, hence the necessity of writing to you. If you would allow me, I would suggest that should you order the arrest of Ritter and any person or persons calling for letters at New York Post Office addressed to Capt. Navarro. My authority which I now hold from you does not cover the case as it now stands with the excepting of Navarro. Hoping to hear from you soon, I shall await your instructions.

Very respectfully,

Your obt. Servt.

D. R. P. Bigley

Western Hotel.



1 St. Lawrence Hall served as headquarters for Confederate agents in Montreal. Booth stayed at St. Lawrence Hall during October 18–27.

2 “John Harrison” is one of the aliases used by John Harrison Surratt Jr. while serving as a Confederate courier.
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D. R. P. Bigley

Jas. A. McDevitt

Montreal Canada

April 20th, 1865

A. C. Richards

Supt.

Dear Sir,

We arrived here today & immediately conferred with the American Consulate.1 Mr. Potter, the consul, not being at home, we had an interview with his secretary to whom we made known our business. I have been introduced to the Canadian officials by B. Devlin Esq., barrister & lately adviser of the U. S. Govt. in the recent case of the St. Albans raiders. Three parties left here last night about 11 ½ P.M. in a carriage; one of whom was registered at the St. Lawrence Hall as John Harrison, the alias of Surratt. We are convinced from the manner which we have been informed they left that it is Surratt & two of his companions. It may seem somewhat singular that they left in such haste but it is easily accounted for insomuch as a statement appeared in a New York paper yesterday “that Surratt is supposed to have fled to Canada & were being pursued” no doubt exists but what they were telegraphed to from New York by some of their friends. The Canadian officials I am pleased to state in cooperation with Mr. Devlin are rendering us all the assistance in their power. We have ascertained the road these parties have taken (the same road as was taken by the raiders) and by taking steamer tomorrow we shall be able to head them off at Three rivers. The chief of Montreal Police accompanies two of our party, & will leave here at 4 A.M. The others will remain here. Mr. Devlin feels confident that we shall get them. It is much to be regretted that the Govt. permits premature publications as it operates greatly against us. I am informed by the Sec. of the Am. Consulate that the telegraph was frequently tapped during the trial of the Raiders (by the rebels here) & we were also informed by the same sec. that Geo. N. Sanders recd a telegram from Washington on the night of the assassination which he immediately answered & recd a reply at 8 A.M. Saturday morning. The utmost caution is necessary as rebel emissaries are boarding at the Ottawa Hotel opposite the Am. Consulate to watch every movement that is made in & about that office. Greenbacks are only worth 68 cents on dollar. By all means let this be strictly confidential. Mr. Devlin will communicate with the State Dept. at Washington by advice of Mr. Devlin.

Since writing the above one of us will proceed to Quebec. Present our regards to all. Should we have to remain here longer than we anticipate, can it be arranged that should we need funds, with State Dept., to draw here from Am.

Consulate.

Please answer & address either Jas. A. McCoy or D. R. Porter

Canada Hotel, Montreal

Very respectfully,

Your obt. Svt

D. R. P. Bigley

Jas. A. McDevitt

P. S. We met Jeff. On the line & exchanged cards (Big & Mc)



1 Bigley accompanied Washington police detectives John A. Clarvoe and James A. McDevitt to Canada in search of John Surratt.
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Wm. Bouleware saw Lieut. Bartley in Libby Prison; I had a conversation with him in order he might depose it. I spoke of the [unintelligible word] continually taking place in Va. and in reference to orders found in pockets of Dahlgren2 [unintelligible word] about burning Richmond, etc. that was a point at which both parties came never [unintelligible word] at. The papers in his pocket found by a school[schoolboy] here.



1 Was appointed special judge advocate and assistant to Joseph Holt. Bingham handled most of the examination and cross-examination of witnesses during the trial.

2 In March 1864 Major General Judson Kilpatrick and Colonel Ulric Dahlgren led a raid against Richmond intent on freeing Union prisoners held on Belle Isle in the James River. While Kilpatrick attacked Richmond from the north, Dahlgren took a troop of five hundred cavalry and swung around to the south of the city. Confederate cavalry ambushed Dahlgren and his men, and Dahlgren was killed. Papers found on Dahlgren’s body told of plans to free the prisoners, arm them with tar and oakum, and have them set Richmond on fire and find Jefferson Davis and his cabinet and kill them.


		(2:1186)
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Reuben Bartley 2 Lieut. Signal Corps, USA in signal camp, Georgetown, on 4th April 1864 in Libby Prison. Wm. Boulware King & Queens county 5 miles west said to me, he was authorized by Secretary James A. Seddon CSA to say to Secy. Stanton that they, the Confed. Authorities had made arrangements to destroy our Northern cities by fire, in retaliation for our destruction of property of rebels, and that he, Seddon, also made the remark that they, the Confed. Authorities, could at any time hire or employ a man to assassinate our President or the V. P.1

Will Sec. of War please order the authorities at Richmond to arrest & bring here the above named Wm. Boulware, near King & Queen C. H.

John A. Bingham



1 There is no hard evidence to support Bartley’s statement, but there is enough circumstantial evidence to suggest that a plan of retaliation was set in place.
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William Birch

April 21st, 1865

Mr. Birch states that he was in the theater at the time of the murder. When I saw what occurred on the inside, I ran around up to the alley on E. Street. There is a vacant lot there that leads into the alley, where the fence is down. On this night of the murder I ran out and told others at the door to run around on the F Street side. I thought probably we might catch him out on the alley. I did not think of this vacant lot. I ran up to Kennedy’s Grocery Store leading to thinking he would come out in the most private way to get out. I stopped there some time and found he was not coming through there, I did not think so ^or thinking he would not^. I went around back to the theater again, and they were just getting the President out of the front door and I went directly around home to inform my folks of it. I live just around the corner from Fords. My brother said, “I will bet anything that that is the man who got over the fence in such a hurry a little while ago.” Said he, “He shook the fence, and he was on and off the fence.” My sister says there was a plank taken off the fence that day. She was at the window in the daytime and saw a plank there, and in the evening she looked again and it was taken away. I told Mr. Stebbins about it, and he said that when he went to bed that night about 10 o’clock there was a horse standing right there at this place. That was on the street inside of this fence where this plank was down; where somebody jumped over. This vacant lot leads out to the green room of the theater. Booth’s horse was tied, it appears since, back of the theater, or somebody held him back there, but this was another horse right on F Street. Mr. Stebbins clerk saw the other horse. His house is 331 F Street.2

My sister & brother both heard whistling. They live at 333 F Street. They did not see anything; they just heard it. They heard the trampling of the horses and the getting over the fence and heard this peculiar whistle. They thought it was a bird at first, and the last time they heard it was very loud. The lot I spoke of had no horse tied in it. I do not think any person rushed out to the theater. Somebody helloed “Guerrillas!”. I heard it distinctly; and it seemed to have been shouted inside the box. I could not say for certain.

My brother said that if he had shoved up the window and looked he might have seen the man but he did not.



2 Booth exited the rear of the theater into Baptist Alley. After traveling approximately one hundred feet down Baptist Alley, he turned left into a public alley and exited onto F Street, where he turned right and headed east toward the Capitol.
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Blake Jno. B.

Washington city

May 3rd 1865

Hon. Edwin M. Stanton

Secretary of War,

Sir,

Dr. Neale, an old schoolmate of mine, I understand, is confined in the Carroll prison and has expressed a desire to see me. You will greatly oblige me by granting me a pass for that purpose.

Very Respectfully,

Your obt Servt

Jno B. Blake
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Richard D. Bland

April 25, 1865

At Georgetown College on the night of Monday April 24th, Harrison Tongue, a young man from Prince George’s County said to a boy named Mason, in my hearing that he was glad Abraham Lincoln was dead; that there were too many Yankees down there for them to say anything.

Richard D. Bland

Georgetown College
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Washington D. C.

25th April 1865

Bohleyer, Chas.

Chas. Bohleyer (Navy Yard Cor. 9th & High Streets) states:

I know David C. Harold. I saw him last Friday week, the day of the Presidents murder. It was about 12 M. There were two other young men with him. They came in two buggies. They went into Steele’s, got something to eat, then got a drink. The men with Harold were light complexioned. One was about six feet high, the other was shorter. One has a gray suit. He was about 21 or 22 years of age. Can you see his likeness in this book? (was asked the witness) No, Sir. This one is Herold.
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24th April 1865

Bohran, John C.

“Peanut John”

John C. Bohran, living with his father, 511 10th Street, says;

I used to curry tend door at Ford’s theater; the stage door between the Star saloon and the theater. My duties at that door were not to let any strangers in there. I was to let all persons who belonged in the supernumerary and no one else. Was not to allow any one else to go in. Gifford2 could give an order to let any one in, and it would be observed. Would not have let Booth in if I had not an order from Gifford. They generally call me John Peanuts around there because I used to peddle peanuts. Have known Booth about four months. Mr. Gifford brought me a job to attend to his horse. He asked me if I knew anything about tending horses and I said I did. He then engaged me to take care of Booth’s horse and buggy, which I did. Gifford would sometimes pay me but Booth more generally, for the feed for the horses feed; bought feed every two weeks. Booth did not come there very often. He used to have one. He kept two horses there one night, the other one was a light horse. His own horse was a light bay horse mare; did not call could not tell how high she was; small with a pretty long, wavy tail, hanging down to about half way from her hocks down to her feet; mane long but not long, not plaited; a pretty heavy fetlock. Did not notice a star on her forehead. He had a small head, flat forehead; small nostrils. Did not notice a star on her forehead. Had a very small thin neck, rather arched. The mane fell on the left side; had small ears; sloping rump. Think she had one white foot behind but am not certain legs black; very spirited some call very uneasy, scratching against the bench, but not stamping. I cleaned up the buggy on Monday, and the horse and buggy were sold Wednesday, I believe. Do not know who he sold them to; the last horse he brought there was blind in one eye. Booth brought the horse to the stable, and Spangler got a halter for the horse. He started to take the bridal off, but Booth said he did not want it off, as it was too much trouble to put it on again, for he wanted to use the horse at night. Saw Booth at five or six o’clock. He said that as the soldiers were in the habit of looking at the saddle blanket he would put his shawl under, and he did so. Between 9 and 10:00 he went out at the stage door, the door I tend to out to the front on 10th Street. Ned Spangler had the horse at that time. Do not know how long he kept him. Ned Spangler held the horse, not Maddox. He sent another man to him to come and hold the horse, a man named Deboney. Ned told me to come out and hold the horse for Mr. Booth, and I did so. Held him about ten minutes. Spangler went inside to attend the scenes—he had to shove them on and off. They have a mark that they do not shove them beyond. It is his duty to stop them from going too far. It does not happen very often happen that they do not go too far; sometimes they clog up the passage when running them off, but seldom. I did not want to go and hold the horse, but Spangler said if there was anything wrong to blame it on him, I heard the shot go off and thought it was in the piece. I then heard the people shouting and went up towards the door. I was over against the wall sitting on a carpenter bench before. I was holding the horse in my hands. Mr. Booth came to the door, opened it and rushed out. The door was shut. He came up to the horse and put one foot in the stirrup and struck me with the butt of his dagger and knocked me down. He struck as though he was merely pushing me away. I had hold of the horse, and he seemed to wish to get me out of the way. I was not attempting to hold the horse from him. He left the door open. It was pretty dark. As he came out of the door he said “Boy, give me my horse” pretty loud. There was no box ^there as I know^ he mounted from the ground. The rains were over the horse’s saddle. He rode off down the alley, but I could not tell which way he went turned. Spangler told me to hold the horse till Booth came out. When he brought the horse there it was the first scene of the second act, though I do not really know. When the curtain is down I stand out on 10th Street at the alley door, and when the curtain is up I go inside on the stage. Did not see Booth out in front before the play commenced. Nobody tends the back alley door. When Forest is there it is locked, because he is afraid of taking chills.



1 Joseph Burroughs (Borrows, Bohran), also know as “Peanut John,” worked for John Ford doing a variety of odd jobs around the theater. Burroughs gives the only good description of the events that took place in the alley behind the theater before and after the assassination.

2 James J. Gifford, chief carpenter at Ford’s Theatre.
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Bond, Samuel S.

Letterhead: Surgeon General’s Office, Washington City, DC, June 5th 1865

Colonel,

I perceive by reading the proceedings of the trial on the 5th inst. that a Miss Margaret Branson1 was a witness for the defense.

Desiring that all evidence adduced shall tend to the conviction of the guilty, and acquittal of the innocents, I feel it my duty to inform you as one of the prosecuting officers in the trial, that Miss Branson while a female nurse in the General Hospital at Gettysburg together with several others was always considered as a strong sympathizer with the rebellion, coming to the hospital for the purpose of caring for the wounds of the rebel wounded therein; about the time of her departure from the hospital, or a day or two previous, a first Sergt of the rebel army who was nearly recovered from his wounds, a man of unusual intelligence and one of the most unyielding of all the rebels we had, in company with some 8 or 9 others made their escape from the hospital1 and were never heard from afterwards; it was the general belief that they were assisted in their escape by this Miss Branson, and another of the same stripe, who left about or at the same time; this lady was always considered as devoted to the interest and success of the rebel cause, and associated only with those of the same proclivities; the loyal lady nurses refusing to associate with them; there are some others now in this city who will bear me out in these statements. I have no doubt they having been on duty in the hospital at the time.

I was the Chief Steward of the hospital above referred to.

I have the honor to be

Very respectfully yours

Samuel S. Bond

Hospital Steward

US Army

Surg. Gen. Office



1 Margaret “Maggie” Branson, along with her sister Mary and their mother, operated a boardinghouse in Baltimore that was used as a safe house by Confederate agents. Lewis Powell boarded at the Branson boardinghouse from the middle of January 1865 until the middle of March, when he left for Washington and joined John Wilkes Booth’s plot to capture Lincoln.
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A letter from E. G. Booth without envelope found with other letters.2

Wilmington Mar. 14/ 6 P.M.

Pres. Davis

Davis,

I parted with Mrs. Davis a few minutes ago, who desired you should hear of her safe progress thus far though with some delay from an incident to the train in which however did not injure her.

I am passing on to Bermuda as the protector of my relative Mrs. Walker3 who is anxious to join her husband at that place. It will be in my power to continue thence to England or France or return through Canada & the Northwest being anxious at least to ascertain the true condition of affairs there and whether there really any available materials for the promotion of peace efforts.

Before I left home I reserved the expression of a desire from those favorable to come to a development to secure my services in such an enterprise. I have always been willing to do everything in my power but not without the consultation and advice of those capable of extending it. I expect to remain in Bermuda long enough to determine in what direction the current of events may waft me. I should not in your present position have troubled you with any such allusions, but for a kindness antecedent to it.

Ms. Resp

E. G. Booth

The Conubia will not sail before Tuesday, if then.



1 Lewis Powell was among the escapees. He went to Baltimore and stayed at the Branson boardinghouse.

2 Found among Booth’s papers in his room at the National Hotel in Washington.

3 “Mrs. Walker” is presumed to be the wife of Major N. S. Walker, Confederate commissary agent stationed in Bermuda.
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Booth’s private papers

These papers of J. Wilkes Booth were found in his room. Deemed as unimportant to this investigation.
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28 Congress Street, Boston

October 10, 1864

The books are now open for subscriptions to a portion of the stock of the Fuller Farm Oil Company, at Five Dollars per Share.

As a considerable part of the amount offered is already subscribed for, persons desiring to take advantage of the subscription price, would do well to give the matter immediate attention.

Thos. C. Lombard,

Secretary and Treasurer
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Letterhead: Jo. H. Simonds & Co. Agents for the Purchase and Sale of Real

Estate

Will give careful attention to all business entrusted to their care

Petroleum lands, leases, interests in oilwells etc.

Franklin Pa, Nov. 3rd 1864

Dear John,

Yours of the 29th recd. With deeds etc. which I have left for record. You forget the great number of instruments which have to be recorded and it is not probable that they will be finished to send you June’s before you leave Baltimore for three months is the time it usually takes for recording deeds, but then they hope to have done in six weeks. I was at Cleveland Sunday and saw John Ellsler & Tom. They both wish to be remembered to you. Tom is doing nothing except drinking whiskey and borrowing money but I can have no pity for him. We are fearfully busy and you must excuse brevity. Let me hear from you when you get a chance to write.


[image: ]

Figure 2. Map drawn on envelope found among Booth’s papers in his room at the National Hotel.



Yours,

J. H. Simonds & Co.


[image: ]

Figure 3. Published map of oil fields found among Booth’s papers at the National Hotel.
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Figure 4. Real estate ads found among Booth’s papers at the National Hotel.
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Figure 5. Carte de visite photograph of Ben DeBar (theater owner and close friend of John Wilkes Booth) found among Booth’s papers at the National Hotel.
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Telegraph from J B Booth to J W Booth dated Washington Nov. 6

Recd. Baltimore Nov. 6. 1864

Letterhead: South-Western & Western Union Telegraph

Louisville Office

To J. Wilkes Booth

Barnum’s Hotel

Will be in Baltimore at six PM tomorrow. Wait for me or come on.

J. B. Booth
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Envelope:

Return address: Jo. H. Simonds Co. etc.

Postmark: Franklin Dec 7

Address: John W. Booth, Ford’s Theater, Washington, DC

Letterhead: Jo. H. Simonds & co. etc.

Franklin, Pa. Dec. 7th 1864

My Dear John,

Yours of the 2nd Rec’d with bill of performance for which many thanks. I had been wondering where you were for some time past and should have written some time since but for two reasons; 1st I did not know in what part of the country you were wandering and 2nd So busy have I been that I have not had time even to breathe. I have not changed at all except in one particular and that is in writing letters and that is a matter of necessity. We are driven all but to death and do not have time to eat, drink or sleep. We get into the office at 7 o’clock in the morning and never leave it until between 12 and 1 o’clock at night. As I am the head of the whole concern, the responsibility and anxiety of the business falls upon me and it keeps me constantly busy. It is one constant stream of talk both for Mo and self. We have the office very nicely fitted up and have been obliged to take in the upper room turning them both into one by a staircase. Business has been brisk and our profits reasonable. I have not yet made may fortune, my dear boy, but think we shall by careful management and attention to business build up a profitable trade. It is hard work, long hours, constant application and great anxiety but then it is for myself and I am much happier than when in the bank. Don’t for a moment think I have forgotten you my dear John, for not a single day passes that I don’t realize that I don’t think and speak of you but you can realize that I am busy when I say that I don’t write home oftener than once a month and then very hurried notes. I had no idea what being busy meant before but now I realize it.


[image: ]

Figure 6. Playbill featuring Blanche DeBar, found among Booth’s papers at the National Hotel.
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Figure 7. Fragment of writing (two sides) believed found among Booth’s papers at the National Hotel. The editors believe that this fragment was misfiled and is a part of the “Jude Elliotte” letter.



Poor Tom from bad to worse; his misfortunes will kill him. What he is living on I can’t imagine. He is turning a little here and there, has pawned his watch or rather the one you and John Ellsler paid for; is drinking more than ever; has been a fearful nuisance to us in our business having ruined two or three profitable sales we had almost perfected; has called Mr. Stevens and self all the villainous names you can imagine; injured our reputation by representing himself as being at the head of the firm until we have been obliged to publish a card in the paper a copy of which you will receive.


[image: ]

Figure 8. Application for check on the Ontario Bank for sixty-one pounds, twelve shillings, ten pence made out to J. W. Booth.



John Ellsler has never settled up on his share of the balance and I shall write to him shortly if I don’t hear from him.

I was in Cleveland four or five weeks since and saw him there, but he did not offer to settle. The whole thing stands now quietly and I shall not be in favor of doing anything as long as Tom is in it. I am in hopes that he will be ready to sell his interest at something like its real value at some time when I may feel inclined to buy.

He is living in Cleveland but comes down here occasionally. He was here last week for two days, made $20,000 (in his imagination) and went back to C. to spend it. I have lost all pity for him.

You can hardly imagine what a disappointment it was my not being able to attend the performance of Julius Caesar. I had no idea when it was coming off until the day it occurred, but I could not have left here had I known it. I fear you must be getting blue not acting any. I thought you had engagements commencing about this time, and I hoped you could increase your list. Am sorry too at your ^being^ sick; you must be careful of yourself.

If you have nothing else to do, and get hard up just come out here and stop with us. We will guarantee to support you.

Let me assure you I shall never forget all your kindness to me.

I was at the Recorder’s office yesterday and those deeds were not entered yet. As soon as they are I shall forward you Junes.

Let me hear from you when you can get a chance to write for I am as much interested in your welfare as ever. I see that June is acting in Boston. I should like to be there to see him.

I had a letter from Lin Sheroll the other night; from his account, I judge things are mixed at the Museum although they are doing a good business. Lin thinks of trying Starring next season. Mo and Murphy are well and desire to be remembered to you. Things are progressing well at Pithole. One well is down 470 feet through the second sand rock when they struck a fine show of oil. This is a long letter for me to get a chance to write but the mail has just come in and I must turn to that.

Yours as ever,

Jo. H. Simonds

11 P.M.
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Telegraph from St. Louis to Rochester NY

Letterhead: Western Union Telegraph Company

Etc.

To J. W. Booth Dec. 18, 1861

Theater from St. Louis

All right, Expect you the sixth. Have mittens.

B. Debar
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Envelope: postmark Chicago, Ill. Dec. 25, 64

Addressed to: J. Wilkes Booth, 28 East 19th St., New York Ford’s Theater,

Washington DC forward if from home

Letterhead: McVicker’s Theater, Madison Street, between State and Dearborn

Sts.

Chicago, Dec. 25, 1864

Friend Booth,

What do you say to filling three weeks with me May 29th?

I have not yet filled your time in January and see no chance of doing so with an attraction equal to yourself. There are plenty of little fish but I don’t want them if I can help it. So as you can’t come then come at the above date.

With a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year

Yours truly

McVicker
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Envelope: Postmarked Cincinnatti Oct. Address J. Wilkes Booth Esq. No. 107

East 17th or 28 East 19th New York1

Cincinnati, Oct. 28th 1863

My Dear Booth,

Yours received. I regret exceedingly that a difficulty should have arisen in regard to the time proposed, for I thought that in arranging for the six weeks in succession I have just “hit the nail on the head” and congratulated myself considerably on my success. In the meantime I have made such engagements with other parties, with whom I was in negotiation that I find myself now completely bewildered in regard to the original dates. Were it not that Miss Maggie Mitchell has decided upon time that has completely confused my arrangements with others. I might still manage to give the first dates, but as she was positive I was compelled to give others dates that I first named for you, in order to make way for her. This I would not have done, however, had I not been confident that the arrangement for the six consecutive weeks was just what would meet with your wishes. And now, as you say, what shall I do? The only time open is two weeks from Jan. 18th to Jan. 30th in Louisville, and two weeks from Feb. 15th to Feb. 27th in Cincinnati. Nashville is then filled up to April 11th. Try Ellsler once more; I trust the business can be arranged satisfactorily. If not I shall be sadly disappointed.

Business is excellent. Porter is playing here to large houses.

Let me hear from you as soon as possible.

Yours very truly

G. T. Collins
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Envelope:

Return address: Jo. H. Simonds & Co. etc.

Postmark: Franklin, Pa. Jan.

To: J. Wilkes Booth, Esq.

Ford’s Theater

Washington DC

Letterhead: Jo. H. Simonds & Co. etc.

Franklin, Pa. Dec. 31st, 1864

Dear John,

Yours of the 28th Rec’d and although I am always glad and delighted to hear from you, I was sorry to receive news that you were not doing as well as usual. I had hoped you were acting somewhere for I had no track of you and that you were taking in greenbacks at the rate of $1000 per week.

I have not much money John, not having yet made my pile, but I should feel ashamed of myself if I had it in my power and could not do something for you. I enclose in this check on Culver Brooks Co. Phil. for $500, which to you I know is not much but it may be of some assistance, until you get to acting again when one benefit will more than make it up and I do not feel that I am in any way paying off my large obligation to you.

With regard to the old well. John Ellsler now owes $175.48 to make his payments equal to yours and I have written him today to send me that amt., which I shall credit to you when I receive it. The a/c now stands as follows: TABLE 1 List of Debits and Credits Pertaining to Oil Lease Found in J. H. Simonds Letter to Booth [image: ]

When John Ellsler sends me 175.48 it will reduce yours so much and increase his as I shall credit it to you in my books.

The following shows you’re a/c with me

TABLE 2 List of Debits and Credits between Simonds and Booth Found in J. H. Simonds Letter to Booth [image: ]

This will be reduced to $300.45 when John Ellsler pays his proportion which he ought to do immediately. I certainly trust that this may be some little accommodation to you and be assured that if I had the ability it should be more, for I feel under obligation to you which I can never repay. Every week brings some news or other to me that shows what an outrageous swindler Tom was with your money that was sent to him last winter and spring. Instead of being applied to amount on the well it was spent for his private purposes. You will remember the old bills which it took so much more to pay than was expected at the time and you and John E supposed were for old debts of the well. I find that they were all of them for private debts which it was an entire breach of trust to use your money to pay. One bill I found out the other day (which I well remember charging last summer when you and I just came) which was for a watch and lot of jewelry bought three years ago this Xmas, when he was going home to Cleveland for presents. The watch which he had last summer and for which $50 out of the companys money was paid, he sold a few weeks since to get down to Franklin with. He went home the day before Xmas. And this is the man who raves so loud about honesty—Bah—.

He annihilated us the last time he was here by publishing a placard reading thus:

Take Notice

Notice is hereby given that the partnership heretofore existing between Jo. H. Simonds  Co and myself is hereby dissolved and I am not hereafter legally liable for the debts of the said firm. T. Y. Mears We have one posted in the office.

I wish while you have been doing nothing you had come out here and staid with us. We could have taken good care of you and you would not have been sick and could not have lived fast. Hoping you all good luck in the world and many Happy New Years I am as ever Yours, Jo. H. Simonds

Please acknowledge the receipt of this.



1 The address of Edwin Booth’s house was 28 East 19th Street.
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Envelope

Return address: Jo. H. Simonds  Co. etc.

Postmark: Franklin Pa

To: J. Wilkes Booth Esq., Ford’s theater, Washington, DC

Letterhead: Jo. H. Simonds  Co. etc.

Franklin, Pa. Jan. 24th 1865

My Dear John,

Yours of the 4th of Jan. recd (acknowledging draft) and 19th just handed me and I do this time answer by return mail, laying aside for the moment all other business with which I am all but crazy. My head is in a whirl all the time. Just now Mo is away at home on a visit and I have two entirely green hands in the office to attend to business and what with Pithole and everything else  on my hands^ I am almost wild and sometimes hardly know what I am about. The same day that I recd your first I had an answer from John Ellsler begging more time upon the balance due from him. As it has been so long since it was due and as the money now belongs to me, I do not feel particularly pleasant with regard to his complaints that nothing is being done there. Who does he expect to furnish the money to go on and do the work especially with Tom Mears to spend it. Tom is here in town but does not come into the office often as I generally take him down a peg or two when he does. Junes deed I have just Rec’d from the Recorders Office and enclose to you that you can make such disposition of it as you think best. I trust it may prove valuable to him and think it may sometime, for if I can make satisfactory arrangements with Tom Mears and John Ellsler I would like to put a man at work at the lower end of the property and bore a new hole, for I have a good deal of faith in the property but I have no idea of advancing all the money without getting a proportionate share of the benefit. I should write it in the shape of a lease if at all. Neither John nor Tom have any idea that I own an interest and should it turn out valuable I shall not feel like taking it from you upon the terms which I recd it last fall.

Pithole promises fair to be a good thing and a fine arrangement for Rosa. You might not to have given her more than half of that share, John, for it now looks as though it would prove a fine income. I presume you have heard before this of the striking of a 200 bbl well on the adjoining farm to me, and the tremendous excitement it has caused here. Shep and I have been offered $15,000 each for our shares. Our well is bored and will probably be tested this week in which we have as good a show as they had. Should we have a large well it will be a big thing all around. I am sorry for your nonsuccess. Are you not going to play at all this season? I should think it must be expensive for you living in Washington without doing anything.

If you have nothing in hand, come out here and stay with us, where we will take good care of you and supply you with every comfort except women.

I had news from Porter advising me not to sell Fremont stock as the market has been flat as ever since the purchase was made so I preferred to send you the $500 which you need not worry about at all until you get to making money again.

Pithole has already turned out well. So that all are satisfied with it and are thinking of starting another company upon very much the same plan only on a larger scale. We have with other parties with whom we have joined 350 acres of what I consider good territory not far from our own property upon which we propose forming a company dividing it into 350 shares @ $1,000 each to be managed by a board of three trustees. Taylor, of the McHenry House, Meadville, Jocelyn of Rouseville, a fine man, and myself trustees. The property then to be surveyed out into acre lots and every other acre leased for half the oil, so that there will be no need of a working capital and some fifty or one hundred wells will in this way be started right off and in six months I feel almost confident that the stock would be like ours worth $10,000 or $15,000. I have thought that perhaps you could dispose of some of the stock among your friends and do something for yourself, as I know of nothing more worthy of confidence and shall offer it to my own friends myself with great inducements to invest. You can talk it around among such as you meet and as soon as arrangements are made will send you full particulars, descriptions etc., etc.

To you personally we can give you eleven shares for every $10000 in cash or 10% commissions, although we don’t propose to pay commissions as a general thing as it is good enough to [unintelligible word] itself through. It is a rare chance for people to go into a square thing and make either as large or small investment with good prospect of a large return. Let me hear from you often, John, for it shows me that I am not forgotten here in my exile, and come down if you can.

Believe me ever yours truly,

Jo. H. Simonds
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Note Addressed J. W. Booth, National Hotel

My darling Boy

Please call this evening or as soon as you receive this note  I’ll not detain you five minutes—for god’s sake come

Yours Truly

E. S.

If you will not come write a note the [unintellible word] etc.

Washington Feb 7th 1865
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Saturday night

Dear John,

I wrote this morning but I was very unwell  have since been more so, and I have not a very distinct remembrance but I expect it was a rather curious letter after your very kind one which I have read over several times. I was in a hurry to get mine off for the mail, so I hope you will not feel burnt if it appeared different from what it ought to have been. I am most thankful to you for your letter. I can assure you that they have aided me more than you think, but I must stop here.

All day I have been lying down. I am weaker than usual  besides have had much neuralgia. The weakness alone of it only is great in [unintelligible word] does not annoy me, on the contrary it is most singularly pleasant and I often then feel very great content and certainly wish to pass off thus quietly  happily, believing that I and all who love me would be benefitted. This last fact annoys me much.

R

[Handwritten notation]

21

Richard Thomas


Feb. 16th

Recd 17th
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Envelope: Original address J. Wilkes Booth Esq., Care of Edwin Booth New York, Winter Garden, Washington DC Ford’s Theater.

Postmark illegible.

St. Louis, Mo.

February 18th 1865

My Dear Booth:

I am long since indebted to you a letter and had I have known your whereabouts it should have been answered many months ago, but I go on the principle “better late than never” and therefore write you.

I may be vain in presuming that our brief Memphis acquaintance has made us friends, but on my part it has. We met that day, when I was plunged into the deepest grief from the loss of a dear friend. I had attempted to drown my sad thoughts in the cup to no avail, when on the “Hillman” I came across you. Your thoughts were so fresh and original and your heart seemed to commune with my own. I forgot half of my sorrows and learned to regard you as a friend. Since that time it has to not been our lot to meet again, but hope we soon may. I learn from Ben DeBar that you are probably in New York and in hopes that this may reach you there, I now write.

Well how does the world use you and have you struck “ile”? If I were talking to you instead of writing, I might read the “riot act” to you for the manner which you have acted this winter, in not giving us western folks an opportunity of seeing you on our boards. In fact I have heard nothing from you since you left the St. Charles in March or April, except your appearance with Ed  J. B. in Julius Caesar at the Winter Gardens last fall. Now why is this? You have too fine a reputation in this part of the country to let a winter pass away without giving us a call, and I am in hopes we may yet see you before the season closes.

As to myself, I have left the southern country entirely having wound up my business at Memphis with the departing year 64, and am at present with my brother reading law, whether I will continue at that or branch out into business again I cannot say, although I am sure of success in law and I may follow it, but I may be boring you with too long an epistle after a silence of nearly a year. Let me hear from you and I will give you an answer at length. By the way, send me another of your photographs with your autograph on it. The one you sent me from New Orleans was disposed of rather strangely. A young lady of rare accomplishments and talent asked me for it. I refused the gift. She insisted and I proposed to get her a fine picture of you, but she wanted the one with your autograph. She had seen you frequently and was determined to have it. After much persuasion, I concluded to let her have it intending to write to you for another. I gave it to her with the promise that when you visited this city I would take you to call on her. Today she sleeps in Bellefontaine Cemetery having died shortly after I gave her the picture. When I visit her family and see her album I see the name of J. Wilkes Booth written at the bottom of your photograph and think of the unfulfilled promise that she should know you. Your picture will always remain in the album as the touch she gave it in placing it there is now considered sacred. She was a woman of rare and beautiful excellence. But enough. Write me, Booth, and I will always answer, direct to me care Hon. C. P. Johnson.

Your Sincere Friend,

R. M. Johnson
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Envelope:

Postmark: Boston Mass. Feb 19

Address: J. Wilkes Booth Esq., Ford’s Theater, Washington DC

Sunday

Boston Feb 19, 1865

My Dear John,

Did not get your photographs until last evening so I send them by this mail to Ford’s Theater, Washington as June tells me you will be there now. Saw June last eve.

How is the “Ile”? I hear you are forming new companies all the time and that you have enlisted “Baum” etc.

When do you come this way? Would be glad to see you.

Received a line from Ben Lowell this morning. He is in St. Louis doing nicely.

We are having a great business with the N. Queen houses continue full every night.

Write me soon.

Always yours,

Orlando Tompkins
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Letterhead: Jo. H. Simonds  Co. etc.

Franklin Pa., Feb. 21st 1865

Dear John,

Your strange note of the 16th Rec’d. I hardly know what to make of you this winter. So different from your usual self. Have you lost all your ambition or what is the matter.1 Don’t get offended with me, John, but I cannot but think you are wasting your time spending the entire season in Washington doing nothing when it must be expensive to live and all for no other purpose beyond pleasures.

If you had taken 5 or 10000 dollars and came out here and spent the season living here with us, traveling off over the country hunting up property, I believe we both could have made considerable money by it. It is not too late yet for I believe the great rush for property is to be this spring and if you are not going to act this season come out here, John, where at least you can live prudently and where I really believe you can make money. Come, John, immediately. We have plenty of room at our house now.

You must not tell such extravagant stories, John, about me. We work very hard and from the office derive so far a very comfortable income, but nothing even compared to what you used to make acting, large indeed though compared with what we formerly Rec’d. We have not got sick yet, John, and when I do you will be the first one to know of it. But I do wish you had come out here and staid thro this winter and still wish you could come now. It would be more profitable than living in Washington. But if you come don’t bring old Paum with you.

I had hoped and expected when I wrote you last that our well in Pithole would have been tested long before this, but three weeks ago, just as the last boring was being done, the tools with reamers attached went down and stuck fast. I went to work systematically to get them out and hope to be successful this week and then go on again. This delay has been most vexatious.

Yours,

Jo. H. Simonds

Let me hear from you soon and see you sooner. Mo is well and sends regards.



1 Simonds’s comment shows that Booth was preoccupied with his plot to capture Lincoln and transport him to Richmond. Simonds knew nothing about Booth’s capture plan.
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Envelope:

Postmarked Mar 21 St. Louis

Address J. Wilkes Booth, 28th East 29th St. New York, care of Edwin Booth

St. Louis March 28/65

Dear John

I enclose you the brilliant success of Blanche. I do this because you will be pleased and glad to hear how well this has begun. I have sent June a bill to prove to him I have no wish that the girl should have any other than my name.

Yours,

B. DeBar
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Newspaper clipping

St. Louis Theater—Miss Blanche De Bar, the now established favorite of St. Louis, had her benefit last night, which proved the greatest ovation of the whole season. Every part of the house was crowded. The dress circle and second tier presented a beautiful appearance, being filled with ladies belonging to the first families of St. Louis. The first piece, the Factory Girl, was admirably performed, Miss De Bar playing most naturally, and looking beautiful in her well-selected costumes. She introduced a beautiful song, which she executed admirably. At the end of this drama, Miss De Bar was loudly called for, when she appeared before the curtain amid a shower of bouquets and immense applause. When E. W. Decker, Esq., rose in the side box and, after speaking a very appropriate and flattering address, presented her, in behalf of a number of our citizens, a most elegant and costly present of a magnificent diamond ring and superb set of cameos, surrounded by pearls. They are of the richest description, procured at Messrs. Waldauce  Kulin’s jewelry establishment, on fourth Street. Miss De Bar accepted the present with much apparent feeling, and returned thanks in a feeling and modest manner. The afterpiece was the Honeymoon. Miss De Bars Juliana was a complete triumph. We are too much pressed for room today as much as we wish, so we will just conclude by congratulating Miss De Bar on her great and unparalleled success.
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Photograph Young man

On reverse side: Mansfield’s City Gallery, Opp. Entrance Planter’s House, St. Louis Mo. Two sky lights and multiplying cameras.
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Playbill Saint Louis Theater

Miss Blanche DeBar
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Baltimore, April 2nd 1865

Dear Friend John,

I have been so devilishly unfortunate as to be drafted the other day and very scarce of funds just at present (having been put to considerable expenses by the death of a brother-in-law in Washington and the consequent necessities of his widow and children) I avail myself of old intimacy to ask if you will be willing to play “Richard” for my benefit at Front Street theater on Saturday afternoon next, provided I can get the Theater.1 I spoke to Kunkel last night and he will give me an answer tomorrow. Necessity only, John, induces me to make this request. Mary wishes to be particularly remembered. I trust you will favor me with an early reply and oblige yours, as ever, in friendship.

J. H. Young

Sun Office



1 Men drafted into the Union Army could pay a fixed sum of money to the government in lieu of service. Young seeks Booth’s help by asking him to play in a benefit performance on his behalf on April 8, 1865. Such benefit performances give the house proceeds to the actor for whom the benefit is performed. Booth did not honor Young’s request. Booth’s last performance was a benefit performance for actor John McCullough on March 18, 1865, at Ford’s Theatre.
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Blank envelope

Jas. V. Barnes

Care of T. Ziginia

Box 1364 New York

No 10 South Wm. St.

(hand drawn map of rivers  tributaries or roads)
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Slip of paper torn from an old “menu” the opposite side gives address 71 West 45th Street New York. 10 April ’62 Thursday
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Paper scrap

“I have to communicate, I make use of the only means of approach to you. I am about your own age, possibly a few months younger, and you will probably wonder that a woman …” (rest of paper torn off)
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Letterhead:

Tiffany  Co.,

(late Tiffany, Young  Ellis)

Importers and Manufacturers,

No. 550 Broadway, New York and Rue Richelieu, No. 79 Paris

Diamonds and other precious stones, Silver Ware, Fine Jewelry, Watches, Clocks,

Bronzes, Plated Ware, Desks, Dressing Cases, Fine Stationery, c. c.

New York Feb. 21 1865

Sold to Mr. J. Wilkes Booth

Term Cash

Braiding Hair Rin 150
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Memorandum of engagements

TABLE 3 Memorandum of Engagements Handwritten on a Sheet from Memo Book (Does Not Appear to Match Diary Book)


	Memorandum of engagements [Editor’s note: One page only, apparently a continuation from a previous entry.]
	"	28	'do
	Dec	5	Wash
	"	12	Wash
	"	19	Chic
	"	26	St. Louis
	1865		
	Jan	2	'do
	"	9	"
	"	16	"
	"	23	Chicago
	"	30	'do
	Feb	6	Cin
	"	13	do
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Diagram of Coal oil lands and advertisements

“B” 101 (JAO) 1865

(2:305)

Card to J. W. Booth from John Johnston

To: John Wilkes Booth

Compliments of John R. Johnston

Indy Chic Hang

SundayMon
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Prospectus from oil farm

THE FULLER FARM OIL COMPANY1

This Company is organized for the purpose of purchasing and further developing the property known as the Fuller Farm, comprising forty acres of land, situated upon the left bank of the Allegheny River, about one mile below the town of Franklin, in Cranberry township, Venango County, Pennsylvania. It is in the heart of the oil region, and there are good producing wells both above and below it. Mr. J. Wilkes Booth, a successful and intelligent operator in oil lands, has lately purchased an abandoned well upon the farm adjoining this property on one side, and although hardly in working order, as yet, the yield has been gratifyingly large. Just beyond its southern limits a new well is being sunk, which already yields ten barrels of oil per day, and about a mile below this is still another, yielding thirty barrels per day. None of these wells have reached the third sand-rock, in which the Petroleum of Oil Creek and vicinity is found. There are two wells upon the Fuller Farm, one of which has been bored to the depth of four hundred and eighty feet, and the other five hundred and ten feet, neither, of course, reaching below the second sand-rock. They formerly produced from ten to twelve barrels per day, and, as oil may be dipped from them at any time in considerable quantities, we see no reason to doubt that by pumping they would, today, together yield at least fifteen barrels of oil per day, which, at the present prices, would alone produce, above all expenses, a yearly income of sixty thousand dollars. It is not, however, the intention of this company to leave these wells unimproved, but to bore them into the third sand-rock, when, it is believed, the daily yield will be reckoned by the hundreds of barrels. It is also intended to sink several new wells upon the property; and, as there is a river front of eighty-three rods, besides a deep ravine in the rear which will furnish as promising locations for boring wells as the bottom lands upon the river, sufficient good, boreable land could be selected for at least sixty wells, if so large a number was required. Suppose only ten of these wells should yield at the rate of twenty-five barrels each, twenty more at the rate of ten barrels each, and the remaining thirty were counted as worthless, the income, above all expenses, derived from this yield would amount to two millions of dollars per annum. The oil from this farm ranks with the heaviest grades, its specific gravity being as high as 35 deg., while that of Oil Creek is usually as low as 46 deg.; on which account the product of Oil Creek sells for only eight dollars per barrel, while the Fuller Farm oil finds a ready sale, upon the spot, at sixteen dollars per barrel, in the tanks.

Situated upon this land is a large two and a half story house, in good repair, and a barn. The upper portion of the land is covered with a heavy growth of timber, the remainder (comprising, in part, an orchard of several hundred grafted fruit trees) being under cultivation. An unfailing spring will supply the engines with water. Its immediate proximity to Franklin is an important point in its favor, the turnpike, which passes through the farm, furnishing direct communication with this large and flourishing town.



1 In December 1863 Booth and two friends, Thomas Mears and John Ellsler, invested jointly in an oil well in western Pennsylvania. Booth convinced Joseph Simonds, a Boston bank teller and close friend, to become manager of the oil company.
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Envelope

Return address: Jo. H. Simonds  co., agents for the purchase  sale of

Petroleum lands, leases, interests in oil wells, c.

Franklin, Venango Co. Pa

Postmark: Franklin, Nov.

To: J. Wilkes Booth Esq.

Baltimore Md.

Barnum’s Hotel

Reverse side: Handwritten note apparently in pencil, two different hands.

I have forgot his name. I want to introduce him.

Abner S. Brady
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Letterhead: Jo. H. Simonds  Co. Agents for the Purchase and Sale of Real Estate

Will give careful attention to all business entrusted to their care

Petroleum lands, leases, interests in oilwells etc.

Franklin Pa, Nov. 3rd 1864

Dear John,

Yours of the 29th recd. With deeds etc. which I have left for record. You forget the great number of instruments which have to be recorded and it is not probable that they will be finished to send you June’s before you leave Baltimore for three months is the time it usually takes for recording deeds, but then they hope to have done in six weeks. I was at Cleveland last Sunday and saw John Ellsler  Tom. They both wish to be remembered to you. Tom is doing nothing except drinking whiskey and borrowing money but I can have no pity for him. We are fearfully busy and you must excuse brevity. Let me hear from you when you get a chance to write.

Yours,

J. H. Simonds  Co.
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Letter dated Jan. 6/ 65 from J. H. Simonds  Co. relates also to oil  oil lands. [no letter in microfilm]
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Real Estate prospectus

[There are two more pages similar to this]


		(2:332–35)


“B” 101 (JAO) 1865

Envelope:

Postmarked Mar 21 St. Louis

Address J. Wilkes Booth, 28th East 19th St. New York, care of Edwin Booth St. Louis March 18/65

Dear John

I enclose you the brilliant success of Blanche. I do this because you will be pleased and glad to hear how well she has begun. I have sent June a bill to prove to him I have no wish that the girl should have any other than my name.

Yours,

B. DeBar
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Newspaper clipping

St. Louis Theater—Miss Blanche De Bar, the now established favorite of St. Louis, had her benefit last night, which proved the greatest ovation of the whole season. Every part of the house was crowded. The dress circle and second tier presented a beautiful appearance, being filled with ladies belonging to the first families of St. Louis. The first piece, the Factory Girl, was admirably performed, Miss De Bar playing most naturally, and looking beautiful in her well-selected costumes. She introduced a beautiful song, which she executed admirably. At the end of this drama, Miss De Bar was loudly called for, when she appeared before the curtain amid a shower of bouquets and immense applause, when E. W. Decker, Esq., rose in the side box and, after speaking a very appropriate and flattering address, presented her, in behalf of a number of our citizens, a most elegant and costly present of a magnificent diamond ring and superb set of cameos, surrounded by pearls. They are of the richest description, procured at Messrs. Waldauer  Kuhn’s jewelry establishment, on Fourth Street. Miss De Bar accepted the present with much apparent feeling, and returned thanks in a feeling and modest manner. The afterpiece was the Honeymoon. Miss De Bar’s Juliana was a complete triumph. We are too much pressed for room today as much as we wish, so we will just conclude by congratulating Miss De Bar on her great and unparalleled success.


		(2:350–52)


“B” 101 (JAO) 1865

Envelope: Postmark New York Mar 28

To: J. Wilkes Booth, Esq., and Ford’s Theater, Washington City, DC

New York

March 28th

My Dear boy,1

I have just got yours. I was very glad to hear from you  hope you will write often. I did part with you sadly  I still feel sad, very much so. June2 has just left. He staid as long as he could. I am now quite alone. Rose3 has not returned yet. I feel miserable enough. I never yet doubted your love  devotion to me, in fact I always gave you praise for being the fondest of all my boys, but since you lead me to grief I must doubt it. I am no Roman Mother.4 I love my dear ones, before country or anything else. Heaven guard you is my constant prayer.



1 Mary Ann Holmes Booth, John Wilkes Booth’s mother, wrote the letter, found among Booth’s papers in his room at the National Hotel in Washington. Mary Ann Booth’s acknowledgment that John was her favorite was known by her other children without resentment. John was everyone’s favorite.

2 Junius Brutus Booth, the eldest of the six surviving Booth children.

3 Rosalie Booth, the eldest of Booth’s two sisters.

4 The reference is to a Roman mother’s willingness to sacrifice her children for Rome.
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NY

20th Feb./65

My dear Sir,

I regretted not to have again seen you on Saturday and yesterday could not find out Mr. Edwin Booth’s house as his name is not in the Directory. As I was anxious to have had a conversation with you relative to the order for shipping the horses, as well as the ile question. With regard to the former may I beg you to find out as soon as your convenience will allow if the thing is possible, and if so, write me back a letter as I can show to the gentleman (who wishes to procure the order) and I would go on at once to Washington and give all particulars. However, I may say the desire of the owner of the horses is to bring them to Paris,1 he is a Strong Union Man and in a good position here. Now about the oil regions. Will you give me the particulars how to find my way and the direction of your friend, also what one should take in the way of clothes, etc. Since I am an old Californian and can rough it as well as the next white man. Also what the cost of living, traveling and that sort of thing is. I need not repeat what I have already told you. I am not one of those over burdened with the worlds gifts and would go to turn my hand to the first thing that offered.

You were kind enough to say you would give me a letter to your friend but that there is no hurry for, as I could not leave NY for some little time. Be so good as address to Stuart’s care at Winter Garden and believe me, Most faithfully, J. J. Reford.



1 A code word for Richmond.
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Published piece of poetry

OUR HEROES

By Francis De Haes Janvier.

Cheers! Cheers, for our heroes!

Not to those who wear stars;

Not to those who wear eagles,

And leaflets, and bars;

We know they are gallant,

And honor them, too,

For bravely maintaining

The Red, White, and Blue!

But, cheers for our soldiers,

Rough, wrinkled, and brown;

The men who make heroes,

And ask no renown:

Unselfish, untiring,

Intrepid, and true;

The bulwark surrounding

The Red, White, and Blue!

Our patriot soldier!

When Treason arose,

And Freedom’s own children

Assailed her as foes;

When Anarchy threatened,

And Order withdrew,

They rallied to rescue

The Red, White, and Blue!

Upholding our banner,

On many a field,

The doom of the traitor

They valiantly sealed;

And, worn with the conflict,

Found vigor anew,

Where Victory greeted

The red, White, and Blue!

Yet, loved ones have fallen—

And still, where they sleep,

A sorrowing Nation

Shall silently weep;

And Spring’s fairest flowers,

In gratitude, strew,

O’er those who have cherished

The Red, White, and Blue!

But, glory immortal

Is waiting them now;

And chaplets unfading

Shall bind every brow,

When, called by the trumpet,

At Time’s great review,

They stand, who defended

The Red, White and Blue!
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Handwritten Poem

The Idiot Boy

It had pleased God to form poor Ned,

A thing of idiot mind.

Yet to that poor unreasoning fool,

God had not been unkind.

Old Mary loved her helpless child,

Whom helplessness made dear,

And life, was everything to him,

Who knew no hope, no fear.

She knew his wants.

She understood his half articulate call

And she was everything to him

And he to her was all.

And so they lived for years,

Nor knew a single want beside.

When age upon old Mary came

And she fell sick, and died.

They raised her up, They shrouded her,

And he stood wondering by,

And as they bore her to the grave

He followed silently.

They laid her in the narrow house,

And sang the funeral stave,

And as the funeral train dispersed,

He lingered by the grave.

The idle boys who used to jeer

Whenever they saw poor Ned,

Now stood and watched him by the grave

But not a word they said.

And when he found himself alone!

He quick removed the clay,

He raised the coffin up in haste,

And carried it away.

He took it to his mother’s cot,

And laid it on the floor,

And in the eagerness of joy;

He barred the cottage door.

And out he took his mother’s copse,

And placed it in a chair,

And piled the blazing hearth,

And blew the kindling flame with care.

He placed his mother in her chair,

And in her wanted place,

And piled the blazing fire,

That shone  glittered in her face.

And pausing, then her head would feel,

And now her cheek behold,

Mother! Why do you look so pale,

And why are you so cold.

And scarcely had he said these words,

When a low knock was heard,

And closer still he clung to her,

Who neither spoke nor stirred.

Oh Mother! They will take you hence he said,

And parted her white hair,

And looked into those glassy eyes

That gazed with vacant stare.

And scarcely had the Idiot spoken,

When lo! The opening door

Disclosed the mother and the Idiot,

And the coffin on the floor.

The neighbors gathered around,

To part the two they vainly tried,

But found alas that in that struggle

The Idiot boy had died.

It had pleased God!

From the poor wretch his earthly friend to call,

But God! Was good to him

And soon in death restored him all.
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Booth’s bill at Russell’s

TABLE 4 Account Statement from Russell House Found among Booth’s Papers


	Detroit Nov. 20, 1861		
	Mr. J. W. Booth		
	Russell House		
	9 ¼ days board  room		14.58
	Segars	1.00	
	Bar	5.50	
	Washing	1.00	7.50
	Rec’d Payment	21.88	
	W. J. Cluttenden		
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TABLE 5 Returns from Engagement


	Eng. of J. W. Booth
	Returns		
	DC	66	$33.00
	Pgt	140	$35
	Galy	45	$6.75
			$74.75
	$7.37		
	S. Draper		
	Chg of J. W. Booth		
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Wednesday Evening

Dear John,

Here come another letter. I feel afraid that I am unmercifully taxing your patience. That is not what I meant at all. I am unmercifully taxing your patience and I am afraid that you will be annoyed. I know I wrote you one this morning but I forgot to tell you that you seem to comprehend something about my character while even my brothers  mother appear to be in such really remarkable darkness.

I have read over again their letters, which is about all that I have done since I wrote to you, as I am not well today and have been sitting with drawn curtains. I find that the red light thus produced has a very quieting effect.

I hope you will excuse this but I assure you that the desire to write you and tell you this is somewhat peculiar.

It was most fortunate that I wrote to you the other day. I hope that George will soon consult with you. Mother writes that my uncle has not the means which I supposed. It really seems that I am only trouble to all my friends. It annoys me a good deal.

Good night, it is better not to write any more.

Richard Thomas

Feb. 14
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A letter from E. G. Booth without envelope found with other private letters. Wilmington Mar. 14/ 6 P.M.

Pres. Davis

Davis,

I parted with Mrs. Davis a few minutes ago, who desired you should hear of her safe progress thus far though with some delay from an incident to the train in which however did not injure her.

I am passing on to Bermuda as the protector of my relative Mrs. Walker1 who is anxious to join her husband at that place. It will be in my power to continue thence to England or France or return through Canada & the Northwest being anxious at least to ascertain the true condition of affairs there and whether there really any available materials for the promotion of peace efforts.

Before I left home I reserved the expression of a desire from those favorable to come to a development to secure my services in such an enterprise. I have always been willing to do everything in my power but not without the consultation and advice of those capable of extending it. I expect to remain in Bermuda long enough to determine in what direction the current of events may waft me. I should not in your present position have troubled you with any such allusions, but for a kindness antecedent to it.

Ms. Resp

E. G. Booth2

The Conubia will not sail before Tuesday, if then.



1 Believed to be the wife of Major N. S. Walker, chief Confederate commissary agent in Bermuda.

2 Not related to John Wilkes Booth.
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St. Charles College3

March 19, 1865

Dear Friend,4

Your last letter relieved me from great anxiety, for I was not sure to have guessed well. Why do you not speak more fully? Again in the letter I have just had the honor of receiving from you, you speak in a obscure way of Mr. Surratt, as if he were a rebel; could you not have said openly what is the perilous trip point which he is soon to depart? What is that last? What is the meaning of that restrictive? Between us there should be no secret. For speaking of little Dalton, you speak of his condition as being truly deplorable, in what sense? Is it in the personal welfare, or in the spiritual? Or in both? His brother at Charlotte Hall cannot do much at present for his support; but I hope he will soon be ordained, and will not, when ordained, forget the only relation he has upon earth. I have not the wisdom of Solomon to guess his role, my faculty of understanding is rather bland than sharp; therefore if you wish me to comprehend your reticence’s, you must provide me, if you can, with quite sharper visions.

As to the condition which, you say, Mr. Dubreul joined to your admission, I think there is no need for you to be uneasy, for next September Richmond will be able to communicate with Baltimore, and therefore your Bishop will arrange the matter himself with the auspices of Baltimore.

The draft has not yet taken place at Ellicott Mills, and consequently I know not yet what will become of me. In case I am drafted, I will have recourse to your influence with the Government to obtain my exemption.

As you go next year to Philosophy, you will be pleased to hear who are those who will be with you or who may be with you in the same class. They are now in my first Latin Class; their names are J. Duffey, Galvin, McPaul, Moran, Morris, Mullin, Noonan, W. O’Brien, O’Connor, besides these others who you do not know; I do not mention Shoffey, who has left us some weeks ago on account of headache, and by neuralgia. Nor do I speak of Clarke. Dear Clarke lost his mother last year, and finds himself quite destitute, perhaps as mostly of pity as Dalton. He was working on a farm lately in the neighborhood of St. Charles, but with his incapacity and unfitness for such a work and the fear of being drafted made him fly lately. I do not know where.

You recommend me to pray for you in one of my masses. I have already told you that I pray for you in every one; it is not for the sake of making a compliment or of filling up a letter I mentioned it; it is the truth. You may unite your intentions to mine at five o’clock and twenty-five minutes, it is then I present your needs to Almighty God.

My best regards to Mr. Surratt, if he is not gone already on his trip. Our College will be in jubilee this week, and we all hope to gain the grace of it next Saturday.

Your Most Devoted Friend in J. C.

J. B. Menu



3 St. Charles College was a seminary preparing young men for the Catholic priesthood. John Surratt Jr. and Louis J. Wiechmann were students at the school from 1859 to 1862.

4 The recipient of this letter is Louis J. Wiechmann, a close friend of John Surratt and a boarder at the Surratt house in Washington. The author of the letter, Father John B. Menu, was a mentor to both Wiechmann and John Surratt when they attended St. Charles College. Menu is writing in response to a letter Wiechmann wrote to him dated March 17, 1865, the day of Booth’s failed attempt to capture Lincoln on a trip from Campbell Hospital in northeastern Washington. The letter, written to Wiechmann, ends up among Booth’s papers in his hotel room, thereby putting Wiechmann in jeopardy as a suspected conspirator.
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[torn fragment of letter writing on both sides]

As amomg the archfiends elected still survives when his death would be her life! Courage! Courage still, and wait the ides of March shall come to these states before the month is at hand, but caution, be _____ _ rates himself until you have the signal. We are progressing bravely and all is well. My heart is steeled, my soul knows no master, save a will that cannot die and a calmness that no future anguish, no other thought, can shake is mine (2:385)
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[Note]

Send me a program also once in a while, it helps a man’s imagination, makes him believe he is still in a city of civilization.

Hoxie

(2:616–18)
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Booth, J. Wilkes

Newspaper article

LETTER OF JOHN WILKES BOOTH1

PROOF THAT HE MEDITATED HIS CRIME MONTHS AGO

Confesses that he was engaged in a plot to capture and carry off the President

HIS EXCUSES OF THE CONTEMPLATED ACT

His participation in the execution of John Brown

A SECESSION RHAPSODY

The following verbatim copy of a letter in writing, which is the handwriting of John Wilkes Booth, the murderer of President Lincoln, has been furnished us by the Hon. W. W. Millward, United States marshal of the Eastern District of Pennsylvania. It was handed over to that officer by John S. Clarke, who is a brother-in-law of Mr. Booth.2 The history connected with it is somewhat peculiar. In November, 1864, the paper was deposited with Mr. Clarke by Booth, in a sealed envelope, “for safe keeping,” Mr. Clarke being ignorant of the contents. In January last, Booth called at Mr. Clarke’s house, asked for the package and it was given up to him. It is now supposed that at that time he took out the paper and added to it his signature, which appears to be in a different ink from that used in the body of the letter, and also from the language employed could not have been put to it originally. Afterwards he returned the package to Mr. Clarke again for safe keeping, sealed and bearing the superscription “J. Wilkes Booth.”

The enclosure was preserved by the family without suspicion of its nature. After the afflicting information of the assassination of the President, which came upon the family of Mr. Clarke with crushing force, it was considered proper to open the envelope. There were found in it the following paper, with some Seven-thirty United States bonds, and certificates of shares in oil companies. Mr. Clarke promptly handed over the paper to Marshal Millward, in whose custody it now remains. From a perusal of this paper it seems to have been prepared by Booth as a vindication of some desperate act which he had in contemplation; and from the language used it is probable that it was a plot to abduct the President and carry him off to Virginia. If this was meditated it failed, and from making a prisoner of the President to his assassination was an easy step for a man of perverted principles. It also appear that Booth was one of the party who was engaged in the capture and execution of John Brown, of Osawatomie, at which time he doubtless imbibed from Wise and his associates those detestable sentiments of cruelty which have culminated in an infamous crime. The letter is as follows: My Dear Sir,

You may use this as you think best. But as some may wish to know the when, the who, and the why, when, who and why, and as I know not, how, to direct, I give it (in the words of your master) “To whom it may concern”

Right or wrong, God judge me, not man. For be my motive good or bad, of one thing I am sure, the lasting condemnation of the North.

I love peace more than life. Have loved the Union beyond expression. For four years have I waited, hoped and prayed for the dark clouds to break, and for a restoration of our former sunshine. To wait longer would be a crime. All hope of peace is dead. My prayers have proved as idle as my hopes. God’s will be done. I go to see and share the bitter end.

I have ever held the South were right. The very nomination of Abraham Lincoln, four years ago, spoke plainly, war—war upon southern rights and institutions. His election proved it. “Await an overt act.” Yes till you are bound and plundered. What folly! The south was wise,. Who thinks of argument or patience when the finger of his enemy presses on the trigger? In a foreign war I, too, could say “country, right or wrong.” But in a struggle such as ours (where the brother tries to pierce the brother’s heart), for God’s sake, choose the right. When a country such as ours ^like this^ spurns justice from her side she forfeits the allegiance of every honest freeman, and ^should^ leave him untrammeled by any fealty soever, to act as his conscience may approve.

People of the North; to hate tyranny; to love liberty and justice; to strike at wrong and oppression, was the teaching of our fathers. The study of our early history will not let me forget it, and may it never.

This country was formed for the white, not for the black man. And looking upon African slavery from the same stand-point, as held by the noble framers of our Constitution, I, for one have ever considered it one of the greatest blessings (both for themselves and us) that God ever bestowed upon a favored nation. Witness heretofore our wealth and power; witness their elevation and enlightenment above their race elsewhere. I have lived among it most of my life and have seen less harsh treatment from master to man than I have beheld in the North from father to son. Yet, Heaven knows, no one would be willing to do more for the Negro race than I could I but see a way to still better their condition.

But Lincoln’s policy is only preparing the way for their total annihilation. The South are not, nor have they been fighting for the continuance of slavery. The first battle of Bull Run did away with that idea. Their causes since for war have been as noble and greater far than those that urged our fathers on. Even should we allow they were wrong at the beginning of this contest, cruelty and injustice have made the wrong become the right, and they stand now (before the wonder and admiration of the world) as a ^noble^ band of patriotic heroes. Hereafter, reading of their deeds, Thermopile will be forgotten.

When I aided in the capture and the g execution of John Brown1 (who was a murderer on our Western border, and who was fairly tried and convicted, before an impartial judge and jury, of treason, and who, by the way, has since been made a god), I was proud of my little share in the transaction, for I deemed it my duty, and that I was helping our common country to perform an act of justice. But what was a crime in poor John Brown is now considered (by themselves) ^as^ the greatest and only virtue of the whole Republican party. Strange transmigration! Vice to become a virtue, simply because more indulge in it.

I thought then, as now, that the Abolitionists were the only traitors in the land, and that the entire party deserved the same fate of poor old Brown, not because they wish to abolish slavery, but on account of the means they have ever endeavored to use to effect that abolition. If Brown were living I doubt if he himself, would set slavery against the Union. Most or many in the North do, and openly curse the Union, if the South are to return and retain a single right guarantied to them by every tie which we once revered as sacred. The South can make no choice. It is either extermination or slavery for themselves (worse than death) to draw from. I know my choice.

I have also studied hard to discover upon what grounds the right of a State to secede has been denied, when our very name, United States, and the Declaration of Independence, both provided for Secession. But there is no time for words. I write in haste. I know how foolish I shall be deemed for undertaking such a step as this, where, on the one side, I have many friends and everything to make me happy, where my profession alone has gained me an income of more than twenty thousand dollars a year, and where my great personal ambition in my profession has such a great field for labor. On the other hand, the South have never bestowed upon me one kind word; a place now where I have no friends, except beneath the sod; a place where I must either become a private soldier or a beggar. To give up all of the former for the latter, besides my mother and sisters whom I love so dearly (although they so widely differ with me in opinion), seems insane, but God is my judge. I love justice more than I do a country that disowns it; more than fame and wealth; more (Heaven pardon me if wrong) more than a happy home. I have never been upon a battlefield; but O, my countrymen, could you all but see the reality or effects of this horrid war, as I have seen them (in every state, save Virginia), I know you would think like me, and would pray the Almighty to create in the Northern mind a sense of right and justice (even should it possess no seasoning of mercy) and that He would dry up this sea of blood, between us, which is daily growing wider. Alas! Poor country, is she to meet her threatened doom? Four years ago, I would have given a thousand lives to see her remain (as I had always known her) powerful and unbroken. And even now I would hold my life as naught, to see her what she was. O my friends, if the fearful scenes of the past four years had never been enacted, or if what has been had been but a frightful dream, from which we could now awake, with what overflowing hearts could we bless our God and pray for his continued favor. How I have loved the old flag can never now be known. A few years since and the entire world could boast of none so pure and spotless. But I have of late been seeing and hearing of the bloody deeds of which she has been made the emblem, and would shudder to think how changed she had grown. O how I have longed to see her break from the mist of blood and death that ^now^ circles round her folds, spoiling her beauty and tarnishing her honor. But no, day by day has she been dragged deeper and deeper into cruelty and oppression, till now (in my eyes) her once bright red stripes look like bloody gashes on the face of Heaven. I look now upon my early admiration of her glories as a dream. My love (as things stand today), is for the South alone. Nor do I deem it a dishonor in attempting to make for her a prisoner of this man, to whom she owes so much of misery. If success attends me, I go penniless to her side.1 They say she has found that “last ditch” which the North have so long derided, and been endeavoring to force her in, forgetting they are our brothers, and that it’s impolitic to goad an enemy to madness. Should I reach her in safety and find it true, I will proudly beg permission to triumph or die in that same “ditch” by her side.

A Confederate, At present doing duty upon his own responsibility, J. Wilkes Booth



1 Published in the April 19, 1865, edition of the Philadelphia Inquirer. The letter, known as the “To Whom It May Concern” letter, was believed lost for over a hundred years until discovered among the papers of the Justice Department in the National Archives (Record Group 60) in 1977 by historian James O. Hall.

2 Clarke married Booth’s sister Asia on March 28, 1859, at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Baltimore.

1 Booth did not participate in the capture of John Brown. Booth traveled from Richmond with the Richmond Grays when that regiment was ordered to Charlestown, Virginia, to stand guard at Brown’s hanging on December 2, 1859.

1 Booth was close to being without funds at the time he assassinated Lincoln. He made his last paid performance as an actor on May 28, 1864, and shortly thereafter transferred what assets he had to his mother, older brother Jun, and sister Rosalie. He had no personal income to finance his scheme to abduct Lincoln.

(3:138–40)
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Booth, J. Wilkes

Application for check on London for Lb 61_12_101

Montreal Canada, October 29th 1864

(3:603–5)
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Anonymous “J. Wilkes Booth”

Envelope: Hon. Edwin M. Stanton Sec. of War, Washington DC Postmark New York April 24th 18652

Mr. Stanton,

Dear Sir

If you want me you had better send for me

J. Wilkes Booth

New York

April 24th

1865

	JUNIUS BRUTUS BOOTH JR.	(4:117–20)
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Statement of Junius Brutus Booth

Furnished by W. P. Wood

Supt. O. C. Prison

Committed April 1865

Is a native of Charlestown, S.C. aged 43 years and by profession and actor. Has resided in California for the past 10 years, prior to 1864, and since his return East in May 1864, has claimed New York City as his place of residence. Had not seen his brother John Wilkes Booth during his stay in California, and until his return as above stated. Found his brother Wilkes strongly in sympathy with the Southern cause, and endeavored by frequent and earnest arguments to dissuade him from his views on that subject. Believes that his brother Edwin and Brother-in law J. S. Clark made similar efforts but were equally unsuccessful. Told his brother that his views of a Southern Independence would never be realized, and begged him for his own and his family’s sake not to meddle in the family quarrel, as it might be styled, and only obtained a promise from him that he would not join the Rebel Army. Says that on the 1st of September last he and his brother Edwin were engaged in their Theatrical business and that his brother Wilkes went to Canada as he said, to fulfill an engagement there,1 and that he did not again see him until he met him in Baltimore, at the late Presidential Election when his brother’s conversation was only about oil stocks, in which he appeared to be largely interested. Says that he and his brother Wilkes played together one night at the Winter Garden Theater, New York,2 at the close of which his brother returned to Washington, which he seems to have regarded as his home. Says his brother seldom visited his family and only remained with them a few days. Saw his brother in Washington in February last and was told by him that he had played there one night, in borrowed clothes,3 having previously shipped his Theatrical wardrobe to the South, while in Canada, and had otherwise disposed of much of his property, intending in the future to reside and play in the South, but the vessel containing his property having been sunk by a gunboat had changed his purpose, and induced him to devote his attention to the oil business, in which he expected to be quite successful.4 Says he left Washington next day for Philadelphia, and did not see his brother Wilkes until about February 11th, when he stopped for one day, and met his brother in NY on the 14th. Went to Boston and returned to New York, and found that his brother Wilkes had gone to Washington; also found that his brothers’ reputed oil speculations were not as successful as he had represented them to be. The last time he saw his brother was in the last week in March, in New York City, and was told by him that he was in love with a lady in Washington5 who was worth more to him than all the wealth of the oil regions. Two days afterward, says his brother return to Washington. On the 12th of April (late in the afternoon) he received a few lines from his brother Wilkes, in New York, saying he had been in Boston, and would return to Washington in a day or two; that he had given him a few shares of oil Stock which he thought would soon be valuable, if held on to. Says he replied in a few hurried lines advising his brother to resume his professional business and hoped to meet him in New York on the 22nd of April to play for the benefit of the Shakespeare Fund, also, reminding him of the fall of Richmond, the surrender of Lee and the probable early termination of the war.

On Saturday, 19 A.M. says he first heard of the Presidents murder, and remained in Cincinnati until Wednesday night, when he left for Philadelphia and arrived there April 19th 12 M, and immediately reported himself to W. Williams U. S. Marshal. Says he found the oil stock given to him by his brother, dated and recorded, he thinks, in September or November last. Was about starting for Washington for the purpose of correcting some newspaper misstatements of his connection with his brothers affairs, but was persuaded by some friends not to do so, and on the Tuesday following was arrested by an officer and conveyed to Washington. Says he has always been a Union man, and was associated with loyal men: that his letters also, while in California, to his brother, and his letters to and conversations with him and others since his return, have always favored and sustained the Union cause.

J. B. Booth says he has given a full and truthful statement of his knowledge of his brothers recent actions, such as came under his notice, or that he could derive from any other source with which he is acquainted and positively disclaims any knowledge of the plot which resulted in the death of President Lincoln.



1 Colonel Everton Conger found this bank draft on Booth’s body at the Garrett farm following Booth’s death. It is drawn on the Ontario Bank in Montreal. According to Robert Campbell, the head teller of the bank, Booth purchased the draft using $300 in U.S. gold. At the same time, Booth opened a savings account depositing $200 in $20 Montreal bank bills and a check for $255 from a Confederate money broker.

2 This letter is a fabrication. On April 24 Booth and Herold were in King George County, Virginia, making their way across the Rappahannock River to the home of Richard Garrett.

1 Booth was in Montreal, Canada, from October 18 through October 27. He did not perform on the stage but did meet with Confederate agents and carried out several financial transactions with the Ontario Bank.

2 The three brothers appeared together in a performance of Julius Caesar as a benefit to raise money for a statue of Shakespeare.

3 Booth contracted with Confederate agent P. C. Martin to ship his wardrobe south through the Union blockade.

4 In the summer of 1864 Junius wrote a letter to Wilkes urging him to give up interest in his oil venture. The government, thinking Booth’s “oil venture” was a code name for his assassination plot, arrested Junius. He was held in Old Capitol Prison, where he gave a lengthy statement withholding nothing from the authorities. Eventually released, Junius went on to become a successful theater manager.

5 Lucy Lambert Hale, the daughter of Republican senator John Parker Hale of New Hampshire.

(2:257–60)
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Junius Brutus Booth

War Department, Washington DC

April

Statement of Junius Brutus Booth

I have seen the letter that has been published in the newspapers purporting to have been written by me to J. Wilkes Booth, and signed “Jun” which letter is altogether different in intent and phraseology from the one I wrote to J. Wilkes Booth. When I read the letter as published in the newspaper I was thunderstruck, and quite believed that I should be arrested.

The letter I wrote was, substantially as follows; It urged him to have nothing to do with the rebellion. Knowing his sympathy for the South I was very much afraid he might go over the lines and I begged of him not to be so foolish. I told him to follow his profession; to give up oil speculating and that I was expecting to meet him in New York City on the 22nd,1 Saturday, to play with his two other brothers. I then said, if he wished I would go with him to the oil regions and see how wells were being sunk there. I told him that this rebellion was now all over; Richmond had fallen; Lee had surrendered; Johnston would do the same shortly and all that there would be left would be a few bands of guerrillas to rove over the country, and these would very soon be routed out. In the postscript I said, “Give my love to Alice.” That is all the letter contained.

We have always been fearful of J. Wilkes knowing his sympathy for the South, and have again and again advised him to have nothing to do with it. We have tried to get him away from Washington, knowing that here he would see so much of Military life, and besides being so close to Southern soil.

If I had known that I was writing to a conspirator, I should have so worded my letter that my language could not have been misconstrued. I thought I was writing to a brother. If the original letter had been in the hands of the Judge Advocate, I think he would not have desired any further explanation.



1 April 22, 1865.

(2:261–68)
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Statement of J. B. Booth

May 5th 1865, After an absence of ten years in California, I returned to the East & saw J. Wilkes Booth for the 1st time since ’54 & was sorry to find him so strongly sympathyzing with the southern cause. I endeavored by every argument I was possessed of to take a different view of the subject & we had many and long arguments on the question. My brother Edwin & brother-in-law C. [J.] S. Clarke would not argue with him for they considered him a mono maniac on the subject & not worthwhile arguing with. So did I, but felt my duty as an elder brother to do all I could & prove to him that the government was doing its duty: that a southern independent nation would be the ruin of the whole United States etc.

He would listen but would not change his ideas. I told him the civil war was but a large family quarrel & would in a few years be made up & peace restored. In all my letters to him, I alluded to its being a family quarrel & begged him to keep clear of it for I always feared he would might join the south, though he promised me often that he would not, for his mother’s & his family’s sake & expressed much gratitude for the interest I took in his welfare & said he would make me a present of some oil stock1 (for he was much interested in oil speculations) about this time the latter part of the month of August, he had a severe family quarrel on politics. After that politics were never tolerated in the house. I & Edwin went to Phi. on the 1st day of Sept. & J. W. Booth went to Canada2 as he said to play an engagement. I did not see him again until the day of the Presidential Election where I met him in Balt. on my return from Washington. All his talk then was buying farms cheap on the Potomac & wanted to form a Co. to buy up the land now for it could be got for much less than its value. That & oil was all his conversation, for he had ceased to argue with me on politics for neither could convince the other. We went on to NY together & played at the Winter Garden Theater for one night. He immediately after departed for Washington, which sometimes he seemed to make his ^home^, only coming to see the family for a day or two at long intervals, on a few of which I saw him. He said he was forming an oil company in Washington & could do better by it than by acting & we all believed him.

In Feb. I went to Washington & was informed that he had played one night in a borrowed duds & when I questioned him about not wearing his own he said he had left his wardrobe in Canada. Afterwards I found some contradiction in his statements & after questioning him close, he confessed that after the quarrel alluded to in August, that he went to Canada & shipped his wardrobe to the South meaning to play there for the future; that he had disposed of most of his property in gifts for he did not mean to take anything he had made in the North but to go there & act & commence the world anew, but that the vessel had been sunk by a gunboat & his wardrobe was lost;1 so he had now given up the idea of going south & that as he had no wardrobe he could not act & had turned all his attention to the oil business, in which he was doing well. I believed him as did everyone who knew him in Washington. I was thankful that his wardrobe was lost & hoped that he had given up all thoughts of going south. He assured me he had. The next day I left for Phi. & did not see him again till about Feb. 11th when he stopped in Phi for one day & left for NY, where I saw him on the 14th as I passed through the city on my way to Boston. On my return he had left for Washington. I was then informed that he was not making as much money by oil as he had represented in Washington, but was losing fine opportunities by not being in the oil regions—Venango County Pa. The next & last time I saw him was in the last week of March when he came to NY for a few days. I then told him what I had heard about his wasting his time in Washington when he could do so much better in the oil countries. He said it was true but that he would not live in the oil regions for all the wealth in them & that he was in love with a lady in Washington & that was worth more to him than all the money he could make.2 He only staid in NY a couple of days & returned to Washington. I went to Cincinnati where I had an engagement April 3rd. On ^Wed^, Ap 12 I recd a letter from him from NY saying that he had been to Boston & in a day or so would go to Washington. The letter was only a few lines, saying that he had given me some oil stock & though not worth much now he said no doubt it would be valuable in a short time & advising me not to sell it. That he hoped soon to see me in NY. This letter I recd. late in the afternoon of Wed. 12th & as I had only a few moments to spare before going to the theater, I wrote him a few hurried lines. Thanking him for the present of the stock; that I would not sell it; that I hoped he would leave the oil business & follow his profession; that I hoped to see him in NY on April 22, to play for the Shakespeare fund & that then I would go with him into the oil country & see the sinking of the wells ^there^, etc.; that of course he had heard of the fall of Richmond & the surrender of Lee & that the war would soon be over. I used the word of course etc. because whenever I would mention any success of the Federal arms he would say he had not heard it, or that it was a false report & would soon be corrected. I begged him to have nothing to do with family quarrels by which title I had always referred to the war or any discussion of it for I was fearful that the reverse of the south would lead him to try something he would regret, never dreaming that he would join a hopeless cause, when he had refrained ^from doing so^, so long. The letter was written in a hurry but as far as I remember the above was the substance of it (with a postscript to be remembered to a mutual lady friend on Friday 10 AM). I was just informed of the dreadful deed which has caused so much woe & misery to the nation & to our family in particular. I remained in Cincinnati till Monday night feeling too distressed to travel & arrived in Philadelphia Wednesday April 19, 1 P.M. I immediately made known my arrival to the US Marshall Millard, in case any evidence or presence would be wanted in Washington. ^I there found the oil stock to which he referred in his last letter & dated & recorded in Sept or Nov. I forget which^. On Sunday I read a garbled & false account of my letter in the papers & was about starting for Washington to inquire about it, but was dissuaded by my friends, who said it might not be safe for me to travel & that the authorities knew where I could be found. On Tuesday an officer took me to Washington.

This is a true and full statement of all I know of J. W. Booth that has anything to do with or relating to his business affairs. For myself, I have always espoused the cause of the government of the US & the reelection of President Lincoln. My associates have always been loyal men & have always avoided any conversation or business transactions with those not so, both here & in California. All my conversations & letters with J. W. Booth have been to make him change his views or if I could not to implore ^him^ for his mother & the family sake to take no part in the Rebel cause & which he always promised me he would not. What I suffer for is doing the duty of a brother and a loyal citizen in trying to prevent a friend of the south from becoming an [unintelligible word] enemy of the country while the uncontradicted assertion that I am an aider and abettor of treason is ^being^ promulgated through the land.

J. B. Booth

Subscribed & sworn

Before me on May 6/65

L. C. Turner

J. Advocate



1 During the summer and fall of 1864 Booth divested himself of all of his assets, giving his oil stocks to his brother Junius and his lot in Boston to his mother.

2 Booth arrived in Montreal on October 18 and stayed in room 150 at St. Lawrence Hall.

1 The ship was lost in a storm.

2 The lady was Lucy Lambert Hale, daughter of New Hampshire senator John Parker Hale.
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Junius Brutus Booth

May 3rd, 1865

Junius Brutus Booth states:

I do not know what amount of oil stock my brother had. He had some stock in some company in Venango County. He wanted me to go in the oil business with him. I told him no, that I had no faith in it. That was in Juy or August last. He was a third partner with a man by the name of Ellsler & a man by the name of Mears.1 As I said, he wanted me to go into the oil business. I had been so unlucky in mining speculation that I said I had no faith in it. “Well”, said he, “I will give you some someday.” Said I, “If you do I will take it, but I will never buy a cents worth.” About three weeks ago, I think it was, he wrote to me, saying, “I have given you some oil stock, and I do not want you to sell it because it will be good someday, although it is not worth much now.” When I returned from Cincinnati I found a deed at the house of my brother in Philadelphia. I forget the date, it was since the murder. It was along with a lot of documents that were left there. This was addressed to me. That deed, I think, is dated November. I do not know but think it is November. The deed is for one third, I think, of this stock in Venango County. It is only acknowledged, and everything seems legal about it. It was recorded, I do not know when. I paid no attention to it at all when I saw the thing, but threw it in a drawer. I do not know that there was any deed of trust for my sister. That is all I know about it. I have not noticed it since. I left it in a drawer & never gave it another thought.

Do not know what company he was interested in, but Mr. Joe Simonds knows all about it. He was for a time his agent. They dissolved connections and Simonds went on his own responsibility, when they shut the well up. I think that ended their connection.

Question: Who else was connected in the oil business with him?

Answer: I do not know. The other two were John Ellsler and Reuben Mears. I think that is his name. They could not agree and the works were stopped for some time. Ellsler lives in Cleveland Ohio, is a manager of a theater. That is all the connection he had with John. They held stock together & had a difficulty. Mears, I think, lives on the premises.

Question: Did your brother say anything about leaving a part of it in trust for your sister?

Answer: No, sir. I have a sister, Rosalie. He told me some time ago that he had given her some shares in oil stock and that it had turned out much more valuable than he had any idea of.

Question: Did he ever give you any idea what portion of the stock he gave you?

Answer: No sir. I had an idea that he gave me more than a few shares. I think it was in February last that he told me about giving our sister the stock.

Question: When did he tell you that it had turned out more valuable than he supposed it would?

Answer: At that time. I do not know whether she was aware that she possessed it at that time. She lives at my brother Edwin’s house.



1 John Adam Ellser, manager of the Cleveland Academy of Music, and Thomas Y. Mears, a former prizefighter, were Booth’s partners in the Dramatic Oil Company in Venango County, Pennsylvania.
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Browning O. H.

Endorsement: Washington DC May 25th 1865, Browning, O. H.; Praying for the discharge of one Benj. F. Ficklin arrested and implicated by Government on account of supposed complicity with the assassination of President Lincoln. (1 enclosure) Yours recd. Don’t talk about my getting the oil well etc. etc. You must see by this it is no use your troubling yourself about other people’s quarrels. I think the parties we spoke of will make friends, so you can let go yr oil bus. alone & attend to your profession. Twil pay better than oil, and make Mother & all of us more easy. Of course you have heard of Lee’s surrender & the other Gens. will do the same. So we may now say the war is ended, except skirmishes of individual bands, & that won’t last long.

I will be in NY next week & would like to see you & if agreeable we will both go to

Back Page

[Title page torn from notebook—Moore Wilstach & Baldwin, Stationers, Etc. centered on page.]

June

I hope you recd as well John, my clubs. They are not well balanced & one a little unhandy at first.

I will leave here next Sunday night. Love to Alice


	ANDREW J. BORELAND	(5:266–68)
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Statement of Andrew J. Boreland

Physician, Washington D. C.

My name is Andrew J. Boreland, I am a practicing physician in the city and county of Washington. I know Anne Mitchell by sight, I am she having boarded in a house adjoining my residence, 452 Mass. Ave. North between 6 & 7th Street West. I have heard Miss Mitchell spoken of within one year last-part as being disloyal in language. I have also heard that she kept company with a man by the name of George Jarboe, also sometimes called alias Smith.1 Said Jarboe, as I have been informed, has been engaged as a rebel mail carrier. He has been visiting said Miss Mitchell at her house where she was boarding, under the name of Smith, while he was engaged as such mail carrier, until last Tuesday was ^she knowing he being engaged in said mail carrier^ some one or two months ^past^. I have been informed that said Smith had taken the oath allegiance and was since then known by his right name George Jarboe. During said Parole said Jarboe has been corresponding with said Miss Mitchell from different parts, and said Miss Mitchell evaded when spoken to where said letters were addressed from. Said Miss Mitchell stated to me that Jarboe had been to see her at Towers Printing Office last ^Friday, April 14th^ where she is to work and bid her goodbye since then he, the said Jarboe, was not seen. Also know ^I was also informed that, by Miss Mitchell^, said Jarboe is on very intimate terms with one Surratt also advised. ^I was also informed that^ within the last three months, or two, that Jarboe when leaving Miss Mitchell that he, the said Jarboe, had some very important business to attend to for or with Surratt. I was informed, by Miss Tretler, that said Miss Mitchell expressed herself of being very glad that the President was killed or dead.



1 This letter by Junius Brutus Booth Jr. was misfiled and appears in the original file under Orville H. Browning (see 3:1084–91).


	F. A. BOSWELL	(3:954–55)
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F. A. Boswell

Endorsement: Office of Supt. Police, April 24.65, Major Gen. Augur, Sir, I herewith send to you the man Luther Martin spoken of by Justice F. A. Boswell, Respectfully, B. M. Reed, Act. Supt.

Washington

Major Gen. Augur

A man named Luther Martin was in Washington on Thursday evening before the assassination of the President and was talking to a member of my association, John T. Crampsey. He stated to Crampsey that he was looking for a blacksmith and if he Crampsey would go with him down there, meaning Charles County, Maryland, his place of residence, they could drive Atzerodt away from there. He further stated that he had been to Baltimore, that he had a horse and buggy on the Island, and that on that night he was going to stay at Mrs. Surratt’s place on that night. I think it would be well to have him arrested, as it is evident that he knew these parties and indeed he may be somewhat connected with them. He further stated he brought someone up with him; he has lived at Allen’s Fresh, Chas. County Maryland but spoke of moving to Port Tobacco in the same county. If you should need a pilot for your men in this case I would recommend Mr. Crampsey as he knows the county & people well in that section.

Very respectfully

F. A. Boswell



1 Anne Mitchell and George (James Judson) Jarboe worked as Confederate couriers along the mail line from Washington into southern Maryland. Jarboe was called as a defense witness on behalf of Dr. Mudd (DW, Mudd, Poore III:391, Pitman 213).


	C. W. BOTELER	(6:544–45)
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Endorsements

War Dept

Permission is granted to the within named parties to take from Ford’s Theater the goods belonging to them. Col. H. H. Wells will accompany the owner to see that he get only his own property to take proper receipts. By order of the Secy. Of War H. L. Burnett

Letter

Washington May 17th 1865

Col. Burnett,

Colonel,

We have the honor to ask a permit to enter Ford’s Theatre and obtain sundry goods loaned Mr. Ford, previous to the assassination of the President.

Respectfully

Yours etc.

C. W. Boteler & Son

Per Price


	JAMES W. BOWEN	(2:386–89)
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Provost Marshal’s Headquarters

10th District, Pennsylvania

Pottsville, April 22, 1865

Maj. Gen. George Cadwalader,

Comdg Department of Pennsylvania

Philadelphia

General,

I deliver to you, in charge of Amos Thorseman, Deputy Marshal of this District, Benjamin Booth Cook, arrested on Friday April 20, 1865, at this place, on suspicion of being in some manner implicated in the late assassination at Washington. The circumstances which led to his arrest and detention was as follows: He arrive at Pottsville on Thursday at noon, with the passenger train, and registered his name at the Pennsylvania Hall as “B. B. Cook, Philadelphia”. He moved about rather suspiciously and was arrested and brought to these headquarters.

His statement was that his name was George B. Sage, of Illinois, that he had served three years in the 13th Ill. Infantry, as Second Lieutenant of Co. “C”, and had gone to Washington to enlist in 1st Army Corps. I telegraphed to Col. Adam Gorgas, who is now in this county, and who commanded that Regiment, to come to Pottsville and identify the man. Col. Gorgas reached here on Thursday night and yesterday saw him and at once saw that he was not Lieut. Sage, formerly of the 10th Ill. Vols. Cook then acknowledged that he tried to deceive me and then gave his real name as Benjamin Booth Cook.

I enclose a letter purporting to be signed by R. J. Oglesby, Governor of Illinois, found upon him and a telegram from the Governor relative to him. I also give you the enclosed statement made by Cook this morning. His leaving Washington on the 13th Inst., and the unsatisfactory account given of himself, seem to show that he was in some way implicated in the assassination.

Very Respectfully Yours,

James W. Bowen

Capt. & Prov. Marshal

10 Dist. Penna.


	S. J. BOWEN1	(3:364–66)
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Bowers, S. J.

Post Office, Washington DC, April 20, 1865

Dear Sir,

It has been suggested that the letters advertised this week as remaining on hand in this office be examined before delivery by you or some authorized person from the Military Department. This may possibly lead to the detection of persons engaged in the foul conspiracy. If it meets your views, please return an answer by the bearer and make a formal request that no more advertised letters be given out.

Truly yours, etc.

S. J. Bowen

P.M.

Col. T. Ingraham

Pro. Marshal, etc.



1 Bowen, the postmaster for Washington was asked to screen the mails and cull out letters to or from certain individuals who were under investigation and all letters to and from Canada.
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Bowen, S. J.

Letterhead: Headquarters Department of Washington, Office Provost Marshal General, Defenses North of Potomac, Washington, DC April 21st, 1865

Will the Postmaster please inform, by bearer, of the Postmark on enclosed letter.

Resp

G. B. Russell

Capt. & Asst. Pro. Mar. Gen.

Def. Nor. Potomac

PO Washington DC, April 21.65

By using a strong magnifying glass I find the postmark to be “Chicago Supplemental Office”. It was therefore mailed at Chicago Ill. The enclosed scrap I took out of the envelope. Evidently you had overlooked it.

S. J. Bowen, P.M.

“B” 562 (JAO) 1865

Life[?] Most miserable

Eternity? Endless woe!

Spare! Spare! Spare!

Envelope: Address J. Wilkes Booth, Washington DC

Kallsburg, Apr 10 Postmark April 18, Chicago Supplemental

(2:81–82)
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Post Office Washington City D. C.

S. J. Bowen 2 P. M.

April 22nd 1865

Sir,

In accordance with the requirements contained in the letter of Judge Advocate General Holt’s letter of this date, I send you herewith twenty-nine letters addressed to the Messrs. Ford and the actors and employees of Fords theater. These are all the letters now in this office addressed to any of these persons.

As requested by Judge Holt, the parties will be notified to call on you and obtain their letters if proper they should be delivered.

Very Respectfully

Your Obt. Servt.

S. J. Bowen

P.M.

Major Burnett

Judge Advocate

War Dept., Wash. D. C.

(2:514–15)

“B” 130 (JAO) 1865

Bowen, S. J.

Letterhead: Post Office, Washington City, DC

April 25th 1865

Sir,

I enclose six letters addressed to John T. Ford, and the actors and employees of “Ford Theater” which are forwarded to you in compliance with an order of the Hon. Secretary of War, through Judge Advocate General Holt.

The persons to whom the letters are addressed will be informed that they may obtain them at your office provided they contain nothing objectionable.

Truly Yours

S. J. Bowen

P.M.

Judge Advocate Burnett

Washington DC

(2:562–63)

“B” 146 (JAO) 1865

Bowen, S. J.

Endorsement: War Department Washington DC April 29th Letter returned to Post office unopened. H. L Burnett Letterhead: Post Office Washington City, D.C.

April 28, 1865

Sir,

The enclosed letters addressed to Henry Dangerfield, an uncle of Surratt, the man who attempted to assassinate Secretary Seward, as I am informed are sent to you for your examination.

Although franked by a U.S. Senator,1 I cannot under the orders I have received and a sense of my own duty suffer them to pass through the mails without submitting them to you.

Truly Yours, etc.

S. J. Bowen, P. M

Col. T. Ingraham

Provost Marshal

Washington, DC



1 Envelope with senatorial frank is missing.

(2:572–73)

“B” 152 (JAO) 1865

Bowen, S. J.

Letterhead: Post Office, etc.

April 28th 1865

General Holt

Judge Advocate General

Washington DC

Sir,

In compliance with the request of the Hon. Secretary of War, I send you herewith three packages containing two hundred and thirty-six letters addressed to, or coming from persons in Canada and other British provinces in North America.

I have the honor to be

Very respectfully

Your obt. Servt.

S. J. Bowen

April 29

In addition to the above I send this morning 253 letters making in all 489 letters. S. J. Bowen

(3:412–14)

“B” 507 (JAO) 1865

Bowen, S. J.

Letterhead: Post Office, Washington City, DC May 1st, 1865

General Holt

Judge Advocate General

Washington DC

Sir,

In compliance with the request of the Hon. Secretary of War I send you herewith seven packages containing five hundred and nine letters addressed to or coming from persons in Canada and other British provinces in North America.

I have the honor to be,

Very respectfully,

Your obt. Servt.

S. J. Bowen, PM

Three packages containing two-hundred-forty-six letters, in all 755 letters.

(2:787–90)

“B” 230 (JAO) 1865

Bowen, S. J.

Letterhead: Post Office, Washington City, DC May 2 1865

H. L. Burnett

Bvt. Col. and Judge Advocate

Sir,

I am in receipt of two hundred and ninety six letters sent to you for examination.

Very Respectfully

Your obt. Servt

S. J. Bowen, P.M.

By N. H. Barrett assnt. C.C.

May 4 1865

Received of Col. & judge Advocate H. L. Burnett fifty letters returned from War Department.

S. J. Bowen, P.M.

(3:1077–79)

“B” 683 (JAO) 1865

Bowen S. J.

Endorsement: Respectfully forwarded to Col Burnett, J. A. This party herein named was surprised to be implicated with John H. Surratt or did not know the amount of [illegible] but I [illegible] the variety of them as they may be from him (Surratt) Respectfully, J. A. Foster Letterhead: Post Office Washington City DC June 3rd

Sir,

In your letter of April 16th you request me to “retain” all letters addressed to John or Julia Martin, who are now held under suspicion of being accomplices in the recent assassinations.

In accordance with said request I have retained and have now in our possession twelve letters addressed to the parties named. Will you please indicate what disposition you desire us to make of them?

I have the honor to be

Very Respectfully Youyr Obt. Servant

S. J. Bowen

PM

Col. John A. Foster

Judge Advocate etc.

Washington DC


	DR. WILLIAM BOYD	(3:666–68)


“B” 570 (JAO) 1865

Dr. Wm. Boyd

Washington City, DC May 31st 1865

Hon. Judge Holt, Judge Advocate General

Dear Sir, I have the honor to inform the commission through you that by information which I obtained yesterday, by one Dr. Hootee, at present a resident of this city, of two very important witnesses against Jeff Davis, in proof of a design to assassinate the head of the government, long in contemplation. Mr. James Morrissey (formerly of Richmond & whose residence is known to me, in the early part of the Rebellion, did hear Jefferson Davis say when making a speech on the steps of his own house; “that if it were necessary,” that he, Davis, “had friends enough at the North” or “we have friends enough at the North” (meaning himself & his friends then around him) had friends enough at the North, to destroy the President & every head of the Departments if necessary.” And afterwards added in the most contemptible gesture & phrases “that the South should never be ruled over by the abolition faction under Lincoln & Co.”

Mr. Morrisey further states that he the said Morrisey has had a conversation with one Wm. Holmes of Richmond, in that city within the last 3 weeks, who stated to the said Morrisey that he the said Holmes did hear the said Jefferson Davis many times make use of the above words as quoted above. I have had an interview with Mr. Morrisey who stated the above just as quoted & if your honor will so order it and give Mr. Morrisey & myself free transportation & our order to bring Mr. Holmes before the Commission immediately, we are at the service of the Commission. Believe me, I have the honor to remain your honor’s humble & most obedient servant.

Dr. Wm. Boyd

No. 423 Va. Av. Cor. 1st St. West.

Assistant Vice President of Union League Conn. No. 11 Island.

& Orderly of 7th Co. first Regt. S. B.

Dep. District of Columbia


	HARRY BRADFORD	(2:817–18)


“O” 239 (JAO) 1865

Letterhead: Harry

Washington City, May 2nd 1865

Friend Willie

I arrived here this morning, and after having one or two “nips” and a good sleep, I have concluded to drop you a very few lines; but I am afraid that this will catch you on that same one tear and you will not be enabled to answer for sometime. I have not seen Cox but I saw Dan McCann. He asked very particularly about you. I told all that you sent your regards. I have not had the pleasure of seeing Col. Mosby of the “Veteran Rum Corps” but hope to meet with him this evening. I have understood that he has not fallen off any since my absence from home. Long may he wave!! I have not been out consequently. I have no news of importance to communicate, but I assure you that I will see that the reports are sent to your Headquarters annually. My regards to all. Kiss old Starr for me, but I bar Bulging. Remember write soon.

Your Friend

Harry Bradford

Simpson House

10th St. & Pa. Ave.

P. S. A high old time we had in the Continental bar. Well, well, as you say high-toned gentlemen drink nothing but wine.

Let me know when the old thing starts again and I will come on. All send you their regards.

Dear, Dear, Willie (as Minnie would say) farewell

Yours etc.

Harry


	JOSEPH H. BRADLEY1	(2:942–43)


“B” 280 (JAO) 1865

Bradley, Jos. H.

Col. H. L. Burnett

Col. I have to acknowledge the receipt of your note of this date informing me that David E. Herold desires my services in his defense.

I have no opportunity to confer with him, and will be obliged if you will inform him that my professional engagements are such and will be for the rest of the months, that it will be physically impossible for me to be of counsel for him.

I am sir,

Very respectfully

Jos. H. Bradley

9 May 65



1 Joseph Habersham Bradley was one of Washington’s most distinguished attorneys. Two years later he would represent John H. Surratt Jr. at his trial in civil court when Surratt was charged as a conspirator in the assassination of Lincoln.


	MATTHEW B. BRADY & CO.1	(2:571)


“B” 151 (JAO) 1865

Brady’s Gallery

Washington, May 4, 1865

Hon. E. M. Stanton

Sec. of War

Dear Sir,

We have on hand life-sized pictures of Jefferson Davis and other criminals for the arrest of whom you are now offering large rewards. They are good likenesses and may be useful to your Dept. in bringing these traitors to justice.

Truly Yours,

M. B. Brady, & Co.

R. Michs



1 The Brady studios were located at 352 Pennsylvania Avenue.


	MRS. M. A. BRANSON	(3:183–87)


“B” 428 (JAO) 1865

Letterhead: Headquarters, Middle Department, 8th Army Corps, Baltimore,

April 27th, 1865

Lieut. Col. Samuel. B. Lawrence

Asst. Adj. General

Colonel,

Feeling it to be my duty to give any information that might expose some of the accomplices in the assassination plot who are still at large, I have the honor to make the following statement.

This morning, at [unintelligible word] Mr. Armstrong, my uncle informed me that it was rumored that some of the inmates of Mrs. Branson’s boarding house, on the SW corner of Fayette & Eutaw Streets, were in confidence with the assassins of our late President, and for further information referred me to the Messrs. Shriver who board at Mrs. Branson’s; Mr. Henry Shriver is one of my most intimate friends and of unimpeachable loyalty. I immediately went to his office and made inquiry concerning the matter.

Mr. Shriver made in substance the following statement, which I noted down, and which I most respectfully submit for your information.

Payne, one of the assassins of the President now in custody, was formerly a resident at Mrs. Branson’s boarding house, SW Corner of Fayette & Eutaw Streets. Joseph Thomas was also a boarder with Mrs. Branson at the same time. Payne reported himself at the house as a refugee from Virginia. One day Payne took offense at some act of a colored woman servant in the house and knocked her down, whereupon she immediately reported his conduct to the Provost Marshal. Upon taking the oath, Payne was permitted to go North.1

After Payne’s departure for the North, (March 1865) Joseph Thomas, still remained at Mrs. Branson’s. A few days since upon hearing of the arrest of Payne he, with his wife, removed from Mrs. Branson’s to the Howard House.

Mr. Ward, of the firm of Gould & Ward, one of the boarders of Mrs. Branson, upon meeting Thomas after his removal, told him that he thought him a great fellow to go off without bidding the folks goodbye, or words to that effect, whereupon Thomas replied that he was fearful they would have trouble at Mrs. Branson’s house.

Thomas had contemplated leaving Mrs. B’s three months ago and was waiting for a certain room in the Howard House to be vacated which he wished to occupy.

Thomas committed suicide Monday afternoon, 24th inst.2

I have the honor to be

Very Respectfully

Your obedient servant

James G. Stevens



1 Powell (Payne) boarded at the Branson house from the middle of January 1865 until his departure in the second week of March, when he left for Washington and came under John Wilkes Booth’s care. While at the Branson house, Powell was arrested for beating a black maid who insulted him. He was released after taking the Oath of Allegiance on condition that he move north of Philadelphia.

(3:203–5)

“B” 428 (JAO) 1865

Letterhead: Headquarters, Middle Department, 8th Army Corps, Office

Provost Marshal Baltimore, May 1st, 1865

Examination of Mrs. M. A. Branson

I keep a boarding house, Cor of Fayette & Eutaw St. (No 16). I first saw Lewis Payne about the 19th January 1865. I never heard of him before. My daughters have never told me who this man Payne is. Payne said he was a refugee from Virginia. I had but very little conversation with him. He never told me that he had been north before. I never heard him say why he came to Maryland. I never heard Payne mention anything about Gettysburg.3

My daughter Mary went out often with Payne.

Don’t know where they went. I don’t ask my children where they go when they go out.

Don’t know that one person ever called to see him while he was at my house.

Never heard him say anything about his acquaintances here or elsewhere. Never knew him to receive any letters. Never heard him make use of any disloyal language.

I never heard of the family of Payne or Powell before he came to my house. Never heard of the name of Powell of Virginia.

I never took the oath of allegiance.

I consider myself loyal.

He was arrested by Col. Woolley after his release he came to my house and took dinner & went away. After that my daughter Mary received a letter from him in New York. I have not seen him since he left to go to New York, and only heard ^from him^ through Mary’s letter. I never saw any intimacy between him and any of the boarders.



2 Secretary of War Edwin Stanton, on hearing of Thomas’s suicide, ordered the body exhumed and examined. Nothing came of the examination.

3 Lewis Powell was wounded on July 2, 1863, during the Battle of Gettysburg. He was taken prisoner, and following a brief convalescence at the Union hospital set up in the Pennsylvania College (currently Gettysburg College) he worked as a nurse in the hospital. There he later met Maggie Branson, who joined the nursing staff to care for Confederate wounded.


	MISS MAGGIE BRANSON	(3:188–93)


“B” 428 (JAO) 1865

Letterhead: Headquarters, Middle Department, 8th Army Corps, Office

Provost Marshal Baltimore, May 1st, 1865

Examination of Miss Maggie Branson

My mother keeps a boarding house at No. 16 Eutaw St. Baltimore. I reside with her.

I was at the General Hospital at Gettysburg Pa. about six weeks in 1863. I was there in the capacity of nurse. I do not know any of the surgeons except Dr. Smiley of Phil., who could remember me. Dr. Smiley has since been discharged. I went there to assist all of the wounded soldiers, without regard to sections (Union or Rebel). While there I saw a man who is now known as Lewis Payne. He went by the names of Doctor and Powell. He wore a pair of blue pants I think, also a black slouch hat. I did not have much talk with him while at Gettysburg. I did not learn while there, who he was. I don’t remember giving him my address. Sometime in the same year after the above named occurence, I saw him at our house. He called to see me. I can scarcely remember how he was dressed but I think in a Federal uniform. I think he was stopping at Millers Hotel. He said he wanted to cross the lines. I do not know in what direction. He did not tell me where his home was. I don’t remember what was my reply. I did not ask him what his intentions were in crossing the lines. I don’t remember whether he told me what his intentions were. It was in the afternoon when he called.

He again called at our house about the middle of January 1865. He was dressed in black clothes. He said he was from Fauquier Co. Va. He said he had just arrived in town. He wanted to board at our house, but we could not accommodate him. I was the only one present. He said he was a refugee & had his papers and wanted to show them to me. He said at Gettysburg that his name was Powell. On his second visit at the house he said his name was Payne.

He said his father was a Baptist clergyman. He said he had two brothers that were killed in the army. It is my impression that they were in the Rebel army.

He said a great deal of Mosby and by his talk I should judge that he belonged to his (Mosby’s) command.

I have some slight recollection that he said something about his assisting in capturing a wagon train & some amount of newspapers on one occasion.

I have occasionally walked out with him. We called once or twice on Mrs. Heim on Paca St., where we saw Chas. & Wm. and Mrs. Heim. He did not see Mr. Heim. He (H) was in business in Richmond. We never saw anyone else there when we went there. I introduced him as Payne. When he came here this year he said his right name was Powell. We also called on Mrs. Mertz on Balt St. to whom I introduced him as Payne. We may have called twice at this place. I often went to church with him. He was arrested at our house [March 12, 1865] by Col. Woolley.

I saw him (P) the day he was released. I have not seen him since. I have heard from him only once and that was by a letter to my sister from New York.

I have sent provisions etc. to prisoners of war at Ft. McHenry & Johnson’s Island.

I consider myself loyal. I have a great many friends, relatives in the South. I have never taken the oath of allegiance.

Mr. E. W. Blair calls on us very often. He used to meet Mr. Payne at our house. On one occasion he took him to the theater.

Mr. Charles Heim used to call on us and became acquainted with Payne. I never saw Mr. Jos. Thomas & Payne in conversation.

Never saw Mr. Burnett & Payne in conversation. They were always on speaking terms. None of the boarders seemed intimate with Payne. He remained very close to the house. I never heard him mention the names of Booth, Arnold, Herold, Atzerodt or anyone connected with the tragedies in Washington.


	MARY BRANSON	(3:194–202)


“B” 428 (JAO) 1865

Letterhead: Headquarters, Middle Department, 8th Army Corps, Office

Provost Marshal Baltimore, May 1st, 1865

Examination of Miss Mary Branson1

My mother keeps a boarding house No. 16 N. Eutaw St. Baltimore. I reside with her. I saw Lewis Payne several years ago at our house. I think it was since the War commenced. I think it was about 2 years since. He called at our house. He was alone when he called. I was introduced to him by my sister Maggie. I do not know what his business was at that time. I never heard. I do not know whether anyone except my sister & myself was present when he called. He did not have on a confederate uniform at that time. I did not notice that he had. Confederate uniform is gray is it not? I don’t remember how he was dressed. He was at our house about two hours. I was introduced to him in the hall. Don’t know who was in the parlor with him. I don’t know in which part of the house he was. My sister Maggie was entertaining him while he was at the house. I don’t remember where he said he was from at that time. I don’t remember that my sister told me where he was from.

After Mr. Payne’s call in 1863, my sister Maggie made this explanation to me; that Mr. Payne was in the Gettysburg Hospital when she was there; that he wore a federal soldier’s uniform & that she did not know whether he was a Federal or Rebel soldier. The day he called I was under the impression he was a Federal soldier. Something in his dress gave me the impression, I am under the impression that he stopped at Miller’s Hotel that time. I think he stopped at Miller’s Hotel a short time and went South directly afterwards. A short time after this I was informed that he was a Rebel Soldier and had gone South. I don’t know who informed me.

My sister went to Gettysburg to attend the sick. She remained there several weeks.

After he (Payne) went away I heard no more from him until he came on here about the middle of January 1865. He called on us as soon as he came to the city. I saw him. He said he was a refugee from Fauquier Co. Va. He never told me what command he belonged to the Rebel Army. I was under the impression that he belonged to Mosby’s Command. I heard him speak a great deal of Mosby. I have heard him tell of his (P’s) exploits. I cannot name anything particularly that he told me. He was a private. He was a short time with Harry Gilmore but he said they were such a rough class of men that they did not suit him. I have heard him say that he never approved of robbing a Federal soldier. He did not approve of invasions.

When he called on us immediately after being at Gettysburg he might have worn in a blue uniform. I do not remember exactly. My sister ought to remember. If he had on a blue uniform, it was worn to aid him in getting south. It was not worn to act as a spy. He did not go to Gettysburg as a spy. I am sure that he was never North before. My sister said she thought at Gettysburg that he was a Federal Doctor. Some called him Powell. I think he was introduced to me as Powell, when he first came to our house. I think his correct name is Powell. He said his father was a Baptist minister; that he had lost 2 brothers in the army & perhaps 3.1 His name may be Lewis Payne Powell. When he came to our house to board this year it was about the last days of January; before coming there he boarded at Miller’s Hotel, about 10 days. He called on us several times while he was boarding there.

Sister or I entertained him when he called. His talk was principally of the ladies. He complained of his poor education, after he came to our house to board I introduced him to the boarders as Mr. Payne. I told Miss Josephine Hall one of the boarders that he was from Frederick Co. Md. He was not intimate with anyone of the boarders. He had a speaking acquaintance with all of them. My sister & Mr. Burnett played chess with him. I have seen him speak to Mr. Joseph Thomas (now dead) but don’t think they were intimate. I have spent considerable time with him. I think I was with him more than any other party in the house, even than my sister. I walked out with him very often. I was accompanied by Mr. Payne over in Oldtown, Balt. on business, to employ servants. I proposed to call on my cousin Mrs. Datchat, corner Fayette & East St. He agreed. I left him in the parlor above and went upstairs to see the family; stayed a short time & then we left. I am sure not a member of the family saw him. We never called again.

I called with him on Mrs. Heim on Paca St. I might have called several times with him. We took tea there once, at other times only made short calls; at no time when we called was there any visitors there. Mr. Heim was in business in Richmond. Mr. Payne went to New York before Mr. Heim came back from Richmond Mrs. H. knew Payne was from Virginia but I don’t know that she knew he was in the rebel army. I don’t think Chas. G. Heim was home at any time when we called. Wm. Heim, a boy, was home.

We also called on Mrs. Mentz on Balt St. She is my aunt. I think we called on her twice. She knew Payne was from Virginia. I don’t know that my sister was ever out with Mr. Payne. I don’t remember of going to any other place except church.

I went there with him several times. I don’t know exactly how many. I remember his arrest on or about 12 March 65 by Col. Woolley. I came to this office & saw Lt. Smith about Payne. I thought he was arrested through malice on account of his whipping a colored servant of ours; one that was very impudent. I told Lt. Smith that he (Payne) had not been North before since the war commenced. I at the same time knew he had. I done this to shield him from harm.

After his release he came to our house & went away again almost immediately. My impression is that he went directly to New York. After he arrived there he wrote me from the Revere House directing me to address him at the Revere House. I wrote him one letter addressing him as Lewis Payne. I never heard from him again. Never saw him again after he left for New York. No one that I know has ever seen him since. He is not my cousin. I never heard him speak of Booth, Arnold, Herold or any of the parties implicated in the tragedies in Washington.

I have always been a Rebel sympathizer.

I have sent provisions etc. to the prisoners of war at the camps at Johnson’s Island, Camp Chase, Elmira, Fort McHenry etc., but only on the permission of the authorities.



1 Mary Branson was the younger sister of Maggie Branson.

1 Powell had two older brothers, Oliver and George. All three brothers enlisted in the Confederate Army: Lewis on May 30, 1861, Co. I, 2nd Florida Infantry; Oliver on September 5, 1861, Co. C, 4th Florida Infantry; and George on May 12, 1862, Co. B, 10th Florida Infantry.


	THOMAS W. BRATCHFORD	(3:1075–76)


“B” 682 (JAO) 1865

Bratchford, Thos. W.

Col. H. L. Burnett

Troy 11 June 1865

Dear Sir,

Mr. David L. Seymour who last evening received from you a telegram to report at Washington as a witness is under my care as his family physician & for whom I am prescribing. He has been unwell for some time and I think it would be injurious to his health to be made to go to Washington at present.

Very respectfully

Yours

Thos. W. Bratchford


	ISABELLA BRAUNER	(3:43–44)


“B” 374 (JAO) 1865

Isabella Brauner

Hagerstown Md. Sunday noon

My Dear husband,

I received 2 letters from you last night. I had missed 2 nights. Last night brought good news that there was hopes of a speedy release. Oh if you were only here now, Herndon is failing so rapidly you may never see him again. His greatest earthly wish is to see you again. To me he appears to go like the other children. His disease is his nerves; no circulation in the extremities with a rush to the brain; his mind at this time is collected; he is employing his time scarcely able to wait from one visit of Rev. Edwards to another; asks me frequently to read and pray with him. Last night he was in great distress with his nerves so much so I thought I would omit his evening prayers, but he was troubled and spoke of it this morning. He regrets that he is not confirmed. I told him that was no obstacle in the way of receiving the Holy Communion if he really desired it. He says he wishes to think upon it. Herndon has been reflecting seriously since the commencement of his illness. Prayers were asked in church for him today, as soon as released come home immediately, do not delay one moment. I cannot meet you in Chambersburg. It may be possible that he will rally and be spared some days yet. It would be so distressing if neither of us could be with him at his last. Lizzie Powlens staid last night with me. I do not want men. I could get them but I prefer having elderly females. You know from experience they are good nurses. Page Reamer has become a tender good nurse, so I get along very well. I shall look constantly for you. 2 companies are in town to keep down those rowdies who have been taking the law in their own hands. They ordered of young Forshbaugh but the soldiers brought him back and guard him as long as he wishes to stay. Yours, Isabella Reamer [sic]


	J. A. BRAWNER1	(7:1–3)


F-01

Andrew Atzerodt, Esq.

Port Tobacco, Md.

Dear Sir,

I send John down for my buggy today as I am in immediate want of it, and hope it is done. My damn horse and mares are all here if Albert Posey wants to trade he had better come up this evening. Suppose you come along with him. If he can’t possibly come today and will be certain to come Monday morning I will try to wait until then for him. I would rather he would come today if he can.

Yrs. raptly

J. A. Brawner

Nov. 28th 1863



1 John Surratt Jr. purchased a boat from James Brawner and Richard Smoot to use in transporting a captured Lincoln across the Potomac River. Brawner was arrested and held in the Old Capitol Prison and eventually released.


	R. J. BRENT	(2:938–39)


“B” 278 (JAO) 1865

Brent, R. J.

Baltimore, May 9th /65

Dear Sir,

In reply to your polite telegram relating to Dr. Mudd’s case. I beg that you will say to him that my law partner Richard T. Menick of Washington City will cheerfully attend to his case with distinguished ability. He will be found at J. C. Maguire’s on “E” Street between 6 & 7th Street. I am unable to attend myself as I am on a long trial in Washington.

Yours Truly,

R. J. Brent


	H. BRIDGE	(3:263–64)


“W” 447 (JAO) 1865

Wellack, C

Navy Department

Bureau Provisions and Clothing

Washington DC June 2, 1865

My dear sir,

I have been an officer of the Navy who has been stationed at New Bern, NC for nearly two years and has just returned from thence. He informs me that nearly 3000 persons died of yellow fever at New Bern and Beaufort in the month of Sept. Oct, & Nov. of last year.1 That the origin of the disease was unaccountable, and that it had never visited those places before, as he believes. Should the evidence of these facts be admissible in the trial going on or should you think it advisable to prove them. The Medical records of the Army and Navy will probably give the necessary data.

The address of the officer referred to is Acting Assistant paymaster E. Mellach, U.S. Navy, Trenton, New Jersey.

Very respectfully,

H. Bridge



1 New Bern, North Carolina, suffered a severe outbreak of yellow fever in 1864 shortly after Joseph Godfrey Hyams auctioned off clothing and bedding there that Dr. Luke Blackburn had collected in Bermuda at the time of a yellow fever outbreak on that island. Although yellow fever is not contagious, Blackburn assumed that his effort had been a success. According to a newspaper account, two thousand persons died from yellow fever as a result of the outbreak.


	WASHINGTON BRISCOE	(2:990–93, PW, Poore I:402, Pitman 145; DW, Atzerodt, Poore II:507, Pitman 153)


“E” 304 (JAO) 1865

Evidence

Washington Briscoe resides at present in the city. His home is Charles County Maryland. I have known Atzerodt for two years or more. He was formerly from Virginia. Saw him the night of the assassination. He got on the cars car which I and a gentleman friend were on. We went down about 11 or 12 o’clock. We had heard of the murders from a gentleman coming from the theater. Atzerodt got on the cars from the Navy Yard, Sixth St. East & it was a queer place we thought for him to get on at that time of night.2 He did not notice either one of us but passed us and sat down. I spoke to him, asking him if he had heard the news. He said he in a very feeble manner that he had. He was very much excited, was trembling. He said he had heard it and asked me if he could remain with me at the store. Told him he could not, that I had a gentleman friend did not intend to remain in the store, though I did, but did not want him with me; he pressed the matter, appeared to be very anxious to stay with me. Wanted to stay with me at my boarding house but I refused to allow him to do so. Knowing his character I did not want him in the store. At the time of the murder I was at my uncle’s at the time of the murder; and about half past 10 left my uncle’s to return home call on some ladies on the island, corner of 6th St.

I left the cars at I Street & Navy Yard. I went into the store. Atzerodt wore the same coat that he has worn for the last three months. Did not notice his boots or pants. Is a man of no occupation, a loafer. Suppose him to have been supported in some way. Do not know whether there was a large spot of mud on his pants or not. The overcoat he had on was double breasted, gray, two pockets on the side with flaps over, and one on the breast. I should recognize the coat if I were to see it. He is uncouth & rough. The overcoat is steel mixed, with poun-celle button of the same color of the overcoat. Do not know Did not notice any gloves on; Don’t think he had at the time.

I do business on the corner of I and 8th Streets.

Have seen David Herold, but do not know him to speak to him. Have seen Herold with Atzerodt very often, and Booth with them very often. Have not seen the a 4th party with them. Have seen Surratt, but I hardly could swear to him if he was to come before me. I have seen him once though I know this Atzerodt was intimate with Surratt.

(The picture of Surratt was shown the witness. Witness thought it might have been taken when he was younger. The man that he saw for Surratt also had a mustache & a thin imperial.) (Witness resides at 599 Navy Yard. Witness was accompanied on the cars by John S. Yates, employed by the same party in whose employ he is.)



2 The horse-drawn trolley ran along Pennsylvania Avenue from the White House to the Navy Yard and back. Atzerodt boarded at 6th and Pennsylvania. When Briscoe refused Atzerodt lodging, he returned to the Pennsylvania House, where he slept until 5:00 A.M.
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Hunter Brook

Capt. and Pro. Marshal

Nashville

May 27, 65

General:

I have the honor to enclose herewith for your information, the statement of Charles W. Wilkinson, a Captain in the Confederate Army, and who was present when Jeff Davis received the news of the assassination of President Lincoln.

Should Wilkinson’s evidence be of any value to the Government; he can be obtained at any time by application to this office.

I am General

Very Respectfully

Your Obdt. Servt

Hunter Brook

Capt. & Pro. Marshal

(4:580–81)
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Headquarters Post of Nashville

May 27th 1865

Charles W. Wilkinson, Capt. of Tuckers Confederate Regiment makes the following statement. Viz.

At Charlotte North Carolina, I was in a crowd composed almost entirely of soldiers. Mr. Johnson (Colonel) President of Charlotte & Columbia RR being the only citizen I saw that I remember. Jeff Davis stood on the steps of a private building on Main Street. He was handed a dispatch, which he read and then handed to Mr. Johnson, who read it to the crowd.

The dispatch announced the assassination of President Lincoln. Jeff Davis had just dismounted from his horse and was flushed by riding. His eyes seemed to brighten which was the only indication I saw that he was pleased, but I did not see him express in any manner any displeasure at the intelligence. I did not see him after this.
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Broom, John

John Broom, employed in the ambulance Corps states:

I have lived at Hookstown, Maryland,1 all my life until the last two or three years, during which I have been in Washington. I know a man named Sam Arnold. He is about six feet high, not very stout, had a mustache last fall. I think he has light or brown eyes. I am not certain which; his hair is brown and curly. I saw him last about two or three weeks ago, near the first of April, 1865, at Hookstown. He was not doing anything there. He was dressed then, I believe, in brown business clothes; his hair was middling short; it is dark brown. He had a mustache then as near as I can recollect; I am not sure about it. The color of his face was kind of reddish, not clear red, it was kind of whiskey red, bloated like, brownish red. He is a middling large man, but I never heard that he got into fights; he said he would always run before he would fight. He was a good scholar, but I have not seen any of his writing for two or three years. He wrote a small, fine hand (letter signed “Sam” shown to witness)2 That looks something like the size of his writing, but I could not identify it as his. I understood he was in Washington about two months, but I did not see him here. When I saw him in Hookstown he had not been there long. He got there after I got to Hookstown. He had been here in Washington, but I am not certain at what place he stopped. I have heard the name from a young man named Pole; I think the Western Hotel is the name of the hotel. I have heard of his being with Washington women, but not with any particular one; I heard there was a woman at the Western Hotel that they made pretty free with. I am not positive whether he stoops a little or not; he may. I think he has light beard. There is a Mrs. Barron whose husband is in the War Department, with whom he corresponded; She was in Baltimore about two weeks ago. I don’t know certainly where they live, but I believe it is on 9th Street between H and I, 318, I believe is the number. Barron wears a mustache; I believe his name is Patrick Barron, and that he is an Irishman.



1 Hookstown was a small community located in northwestern Baltimore where the Arnold family owned a country house.

2 The “Sam” letter was found on Saturday, April 15, among Booth’s papers in his room at the National Hotel in Washington.


	JOHN P. BROPHY1	(7:398–402)
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Statement of Brophy relating to Wiechmann, July 7, 1865

Washington City D.C.

July 7, 1865

1. I can have it proved, if time be allowed, that Wiechmann “is and always was a coward” according to his father’s words.

2. That since this trial closed, he told me that he was arrested as a conspirator and threatened with death by Mr. Stanton and Mr. Burnett unless he would at once reveal all about the assassination; they ^(Mr. Stanton and Burnett)^ alleging that he (Wiechmann) knew all about it.

3. That since this trial closed he told me he would rather be hooted at as a spy and informer and do anything rather than be tried as a conspirator, and have his future hopes blasted.

4. That since this trial closed, he told me if Capt. Gleason2 had not informed on him, they (Stanton and Burnett and the rest) “never would have got a word out of him about any of the arrested parties suspected.

5. That since this trial closed, he has admitted to me that he was a liar.

6. That he swore to a deliberate falsehood on the witness stand.

7. That a short time before the assassination he introduced Atzerodt to me as a particular friend and that the same day he and Atzerodt were riding on Booth’s horses.

8. That about the same time, he boasted in the office where he worked that he could make forty thousand dollars any day he liked, but that it would be made dishonorably. This he told me himself since the close of the trial. I can bring other and new witnesses to prove his intimacy with Atzerodt.

9. That he told me since the trial closed, that Mrs. Surratt she wept bitterly and constantly at the thought of John (her son) going to Richmond, and that she begged and implored him not to go to Richmond, but to stop at home, and not bring trouble upon himself and upon the family.

10. That he (Wiechmann) told me since the close of the trial that once, while some of these men were in the house with John (her son) Mrs. Surratt called John (her son) aside and said to him “John, there is something going on I am afraid, and I cannot see what it must be. Why do these men come here? Now, John, I cannot allow this; and you must tell me what you are about.” Wiechmann also told me that John did not and would not tell her why the men were there, or what they were about.

11. That since this trial closed, he told me he thought Mrs. Surratt to be innocent, saying her son John was the guilty one; and he offered to give me a letter to President Johnson ^in her favor^, provided I would keep it a profound secret and hand the letter to the President myself. I asked him why he did not write a similar letter to Judge Holt and he said he would not, that he “had no confidence in Holt.”

12. That he was an avowed secessionist and told me he wished to go to Richmond to get a clerkship, saying he would not work under this government if he could get anything else to do.

13. That he went away to shun the draft and told me so himself, saying he would never fight for the Northern side, and saying also, that if drafted he would “pocket his share of the club money and clear out”1

14. That he had me summoned to testify to his conduct & afterwards, remembering I suppose all that he had said to me, begged me & brought some of the sub-officers of the court to get me to leave the witness room for fear I would be called upon the stand.

15. That he told me since this trial closed that twenty-five thousand dollars were offered the detectives who had him in charge to bring him back from Canada.

16. Many other important facts in ^Mrs. Surratt’s favor^ can be brought to light if time be allowed for that purpose. _____[unintelligible sentence, possible erasure]

John R. Brophy

Subscribed & sworn to before me in Washington City DC this 7th July 1865, and I certify that the affiant is a respectable citizen & fully entitled to credit.

John Q. Callan

Notary Public

PS The letter, which he promised to give me to the President, he afterwards refused to give. By proposition No. 6, I do not mean to state that Wiechmann admitted to me that he had sworn falsely, but merely that I can prove that he swore falsely in stating that he had been ^a student of Divinity & that^ John Surratt had been a student of Divinity.2 John P. Brophy 1 Brophy was a close friend of the Surratt family. He became a strong advocate of Mary Surratt’s innocence for years after her death. He wrote a pamphlet in her defense examining the testimony against her. He attacked Louis Wiechmann and attempted to show that Wiechmann lied about Mary Surratt to save his own neck by giving the government what it wanted to hear. Brophy was with Mary Surratt (along with two Catholic priests, Fathers Walter and Wiget) in her cell during the final moments before her execution. Her last words were allegedly to Brophy: “Mr. Brophy, I die an innocent woman.” Anna Surratt, Mary’s daughter, lived for a while with the Brophy family and was married while still living in their house in 1869.

2 Captain Daniel H. L. Gleason was Louis Wiechmann’s supervisor in the office of the Commissary General of Prisoners, where Wiechmann worked as a clerk.

1 In January 1864 Wiechmann became a member of Company G of the War Department Rifles. It was made up of ten companies drawn from War Department employees formed for the defense of Washington.

2 Both Wiechmann and John Surratt were students at Saint Charles College, a seminary school for students intending to enter the priesthood.
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Addison F. Brown

Endorsements:

War Department Washington DC April 26, 1865. Respectfully referred to Col. J. A. Foster Judge Advocate etc., who will hear the statement of these two prisoners and if, after consultation with Col. Wells, he think best to use the prisoner Brown in making search in the neighborhood of Mrs. Surratt’s residence, to do so. If the prisoner Brown is not retained that fact will be endorsed upon the within order of Gen. Hardie and the prisoner forwarded to Gen. Augur. By order of the Sec. of War, H. L. Burnett Brevet Col and Judge Advocate Washington April 26/65 Respectfully return. The prisoner Brown cannot be used. I would like to have Harrover retained until we have the report from the Dept. of State & P. G. as to the fact of Surratt having been in the employ of said departments.

John A. Foster

Fort Delaware

April 17th 1865

Lieut. Hawkins, Pro. Mar.

Sir,

Having heard of the foul murder of Abraham Lincoln late President of the United States, and the attempted murder of Wm. H. Seward, Sec. of State, I deem it my duty as a law abiding citizen to furnish you with any information in my power to bring the assassins to justice so I hereby submit the following suggestions to you in relation to John Surratt of St. Mary’s Co. Md.1

John Surratt is likely to be found concealed in the vicinity of one of the following named places; Dr. Wyatt’s, Walter Griffin’s, Samuel Gwynn, or at the widow Bryan’s whose son-in-law has a fishing ground on the Potomac where he may have secreted himself awaiting a favorable chance to cross the river and so escape South as the last tidings heard from him by newspapers was crossing the Anacosta Bridge. I am positive he is in this locality amongst his old friends.

The said Surratt’s mother now resides in the City of Washington DC and the above mentioned parties now live near his mother’s old residence; Surratt’s Post Office, St. Mary’s Co. Md.

Hoping this may lead to his detection

I am yours Respect.

(Signed) Addison F. Brown

P. S. I would also recommend that a strict lookout be kept on Dr. Blanford2 of the same locality.



1 John Surratt and his mother lived in Prince Georges County, Maryland, not St. Mary’s.

2 Dr. Joseph H. Blandford was the husband of Cecilia L. Mudd, Samuel A. Mudd’s sister. Blandford appeared as a defense witness on behalf of Dr. Mudd (DW, Mudd, Poore II:436, III:183, 329, 407, Pitman 130, 195, 200, 203).

(2:429–30)
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Addison F. Brown

War Department, Washington DC

April 26th 1865

Addison Francis Brown, being duly sworn testifies as follows:

I was arrested for disloyal conduct, talking, and was sentenced by a Court Martial to be sent to Fort Delaware.

I knew Mr. Surratt about two years ago at his father’s Post Office. I believe young Surratt and his mother kept the Post Office after the father died.1

I think it highly probable that young Surratt, if he is not on this side of the water, is secreted in the neighborhood of his former residence. He has numbers of friends there who sympathize with the rebellion, and it is a good place for a man to hide for the neighborhood is covered with pines and marshes; in some places the pines are so thick that you can only see through them for a very short distance, and would therefore be an excellent place to afford shelter.

I know somewhat of that neighborhood and many of the people living there.



1 Surratt served as postmaster in Surrattsville in 1862. His position was secured with the help of Maryland senator Reverdy Johnson.
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Charles Brown

Friendly letter to Ed Spangler picked up in Ford’s Theater.

No importance in this investigation

Envelope: Address Edward Spangler in Care of Mr. R. Ford, corner of G and 7 Street, Washington DC Postmark Cincinnati, Nov 14

Cincinnati Ohio

November 13th 1864

My Der frend Edward, I will take the opportunity of riting a fuwe lines to you. I am well and I hope you are the same. Give my love to all of the old in-quirind frends and Maggie and Mary. You now noo i meen wat give me and you them books. I wode like to now how the are. Tell them I am a big divel as ever. I [illegible] mised I did not think thit I wod stay out here so long. The 19 of theis month I am one year hear.

This is a very nice part of the cuntry ware I am. I like like it well. I may come home next spring and visit. I wode come home this winter but Marry Frares came out heare from Baltimore. And I wod not like to live her heare alone but I will come next spring for a certany with hare.

Times is very brisk out here. Thare is plenty doing out here of all kinds and I hope the are the same.

How are you olde abe laced & gave you olde riskel you you outer bee kick out I would like to bee the one to help to doit haow are your five hundred thousand moore conscripts Little Mack run him a tite race1 goit little mack I bet one you this is all the wat I have to say at present. Your friend Charles Brown Rite soon

Address

Charles Brown

In care of Miss Smith

No 49 Race St.

Cincinnati, Ohio



1 Major General George B. McClellan ran as the Democratic candidate for president against Lincoln in 1864. Lincoln received 2,213,665 votes to McClellan’s 1,802,237. The electoral vote was Lincoln 212, McClellan 21.
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J. H. Brown

Washington, DC

May 17, 1865

Hon. E. M. Stanton

Secretary of War

Dear Sir,

I have just received information from California that Joseph A. Booth,2 left San Francisco for New York on one of the last steamers and that he was aware of the plot and conspiracy against the Executive officers of the government. I send you these facts, though you may perhaps be already informed in regard to them and I am with great regard Yours very truly

J. H. Brown

Treasury Dept.



2 Joseph Adrian Booth was the youngest of the six surviving Booth children. During the war he had moved to California and taken a job with Wells Fargo Company in San Francisco. He left San Francisco on April 13, 1865, and was arrested on his arrival in New York.
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J. F. Brown

Acting Mayor

April 24/65

Letterhead: Mayor’s Office, City Hall, Washington, DC April 24, 1865

Hon. E. M. Stanton

Secretary of War

Dear Sir,

The proprietors of Wexford Hall wish to procure a “calcium light” now at Ford’s Theater for their performance tonight. I learn that it does not belong to Mr. Ford and the owner is willing to have it used at Oxford Hall. The building being under guard nothing can be taken from it without your authority. I commend the matter to your favorable consideration. I am, etc.

J. S. Brown

Acting Mayor


	NANCY BROWN AND ANN BROWN (COLORED)	(4:5–7)


20th April 1865

Brown Mary and Nancy (colored)

Nancy Brown and Ann Brown (colored) residing at No. 521 Virginia Avenue, opposite the house of Mrs. Cook, State;

That they know Miss Mary Cook and Mr. James Owner; Know that the whole family are Secessionists; have seen Miss Mary Cook carrying provisions to the Capitol for Southern prisoners. On Saturday morning after the death of the President, Miss Cook opened the windows, and began to play all kinds of tunes on the piano as loud as she could. About eleven o’clock on Saturday two men came to her house and remained there until three o’clock in the afternoon. When these men came into the house she closed the blinds. While they were there, two notes were brought to the house by a boy. On the 19th of April, the day of the President’s funeral, James Owner came to the door of Mrs. Cook’s house and tied a piece of crape on the door and also on the window blind. Mary Cook came to the door and tore the crepe off the door and off the blind, and Mr. Owner put another piece of crepe on the door. During the day Mary Cook played on the piano very violently. When she tore off the crepe, she appeared to be very angry, and either tore it in pieces or threw it on the steps.

her

Nancy X Brown

mark

her

Ann X Brown

mark
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Brown, O.

Connellsville, Fayette Co. Pa

June 7, 1865

E. M. Stanton

Sec. of War, Several of the names mentioned in the letter from Cumberland in the conspiracy trial & published in last Fridays proceedings, was familiar to some people of this place. It is presumed here that the government authorities are well posted in the matter, but possibly they may not be.

“Lon”1 is recognized as A. L. or L. A. McAlear & lives at or near South Branch Bridge. French’s store is the store in town. “Brady” is a notorious character in that immediate neighborhood. Sue Guthrie who sends “much love” is represented as “niece” to Mrs. A. L. or L. A. McAlear. “Sue” was on a visit to this place a few years ago when McAleer (McAlear) lived here & is remembered.

O. Brown



1 “Lon” refers to a letter recovered from the National Hotel in Washington addressed to “J.W.B.” It was introduced into the trial as exhibit 76. The reference to “oil speculations” and “ile” led prosecutors to believe that Booth’s “oil business” was code for assassination.
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Statement of Brown

Samuel K. Brown, Lieut. and Deputy Provost Marshal Dist. Of Columbia states:

On the night of the assassination of his Excellency the President, Mr. Leach, a citizen of Washington, drove up to the office corner of 18th and I Street to see me. He then told me, there was a man in Washington by the name of Benjamin T. Ficklin,2 as he had been seen at the Kirkwood House on Friday morning (April 14th 1865) by Barney Green, who keeps a Segar Stand in the hotel. Mr. Leach informed me that Mr. Ficklin had left Washington at the breaking out of the war and had not been seen here since that time, until Friday, (April 14th 1865), and from his previous history, he had not the slightest doubt, but that he had something to do with the assassination.

I then proceeded with Mr. Leach to the Kirkwood House, and inquired of Barney Green what he knew about Ficklin. He informed me that Mr. Ficklin came into the Kirkwood House on the 14th day of April 1865, and passed into the saloon; when he followed and spoke to him, and asked him when he came to Washington, and where he was stopping, to which he replied “Down the Street”, but requested Mr. Green not to tell any person he was in town.

After receiving this information, Mr. Leach and myself examined the books of each hotel in the city, but failed to find his name recorded in any of them.

On the next day (Sunday) he was arrested by Maj. Jas. R. O’Beirne on Penna. Ave. near 11th Street, and confined at these Headquarters.1 In a conversation with Mr. Magraw on the 1st day of May, (who was permitted to see him by order of Edwin M. Stanton Sec. of War) I being present at the time, Mr. Ficklin, in talking of his arrest, said: that he did not know for what he had been arrested for, unless it was “he had always been a Rebel at heart, while there was any hope for the Southern Confederacy”.

Mr. Magraw informed me that he understood Ficklin came to Washington for the purpose of trying to get a permit to go South, and sell his cotton which was in Virginia, he thought, and that Mr. Browning was assisting him in this matter.

Mr. Magraw said that he first became acquainted with Ficklin while he was in prison in Richmond Va. and told Ficklin that he would do anything in his power for him (Ficklin) as he had been so kind to him while in prison.

Sam. R. Brown

Lieut. & Deputy Pro. Mar. DC



2 Ficklin’s primary interest was dealing in contraband cotton under Lincoln’s liberal trade policy. Ficklin helped Emily Todd Helm, Mary Todd Lincoln’s sister, recover her cotton and arranged for its sale.

1 O’Beirne arrested Ficklin on April 16. O’Beirne believed that Ficklin had a part in Lincoln’s assassination based on his finding that Ficklin had been in contact with George Atzerodt and had stayed at the Kirkwood House on April 14. Held for two months, he was eventually released as a result of Browning’s intercession with Stanton.


	OLIVER HICKMAN BROWNING2	(3:1084–91)
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Browning O. H.

Endorsement: Washington DC May 25th 1865, Browning, O. H.; Praying for the discharge of one Benj. F. Ficklin arrested and implicated by Government on account of supposed complicity with the assassination of President Lincoln. [Note: The following is a letter written by Junius Brutus Booth Jr. and misfiled under Browning.]

Yours recd. Don’t talk about my getting the oil well etc. etc. You must see by this it is no use your troubling yourself about other people’s quarrels. I think the parties we spoke of will make friends, so you can let go yr oil bus. alone & attend to your profession. Twil pay better than oil, and make Mother & all of us more easy. Of course you have heard of Lee’s surrender & the other Gens. will do the same. So we may now say the war is ended, except skirmishes of individual bands, & that won’t last long.

I will be in NY next week & would like to see you & if agreeable we will both go to

[Back Page]

[Title page torn from notebook. “Moore Distich & Baldwin, Stationers, Etc.” centered on page.]

June

I hope you recd as well John, my clubs. They are not well balanced & one a little unhandy at first.

I will leave here next Sunday night. Love to Alice



2 Orville Hickman Browning served in the U.S. Senate from June 26, 1861, to January 12, 1863, filling the seat vacated by the death of Stephen A. Douglas.

(3:1088–91)

“B” 685 (JAO) 1865

Endorsement: 2 XI/ O 158 (Pro. Mar. Gen.) 1865

To Major O’Beirne,

Dear Sir,

Mr. Benj. F. Ficklin,1 a prisoner in your custody, was, I am informed, arrested on suspicion of complicity in the assassination of the President.

Being thoroughly satisfied that Mr. Ficklin had no knowledge of, or participation in that atrocious act, and entertaining upon what I deem sufficient grounds, the strongest possible conviction of his innocence, I take the liberty of making to you a brief statement of my knowledge of his visit to Washington, the business that brought him here, the reason of his remaining as long as he did, etc. in the hope that it may contribute to his release.

I first saw Mr. Ficklin on the first of April. He then called on me at my residence on Capitol Hill, in company with Mr. Bibb, of Montgomery Alabama, who had come here to have an interview with President Lincoln, and to concert with him measures for bringing the State of Alabama back into the Union.

The President left Washington for Gen. Grants Headquarters on the 23rd of March and was absent when these gentlemen arrived here; and as they both had business which it was necessary to bring to his notice, they had to remain until his return and did remain at quiet retired houses on Capitol Hill, near me, till his return.

Towards the latter end of February a lady,2 in whose welfare the President felt a very deep interest, went with his knowledge & approbation, from Lexington Ky. via Baltimore to Richmond, to make arrangements for getting some cotton she had in the Southern Confederacy through the lines. About the time the President left here for Gen. Grant’s headquarters she left Richmond under circumstances of some urgency and left behind her papers, which she regarded as of very great importance to her; upon an understanding and arrangement with a friend there that they should be sent to Washington for her by some safe and trusty agent. Mr. Ficklin came to bring these papers. He did bring them and deliver them to me and I transmitted them to the lady to whom they belonged. She having left the city before Mr. Ficklin’s arrival.

I retained copies of them all, which I am entirely willing to submit to Mr. Secretary Stanton at any time, if he shall desire to see them, but prefer not to attach them to this statement. All the connection I had with the matter was at the special request of the President and for his accommodation.

He was aware of Mr. Ficklin’s presence here, and of the purpose for which he came; and was to give him a pass to return to Richmond at any time I would ask it.

Mr. Ficklin, I think, had also some commercial enterprise of his own in view, but which was to be proceeded in only with the approbation of the President, and in strict conformity with laws and the regulations of the Treasury Department.

My impression is that Mr. Ficklin never held any office under the Confederate Government. Indeed, I have reason to believe, upon information not derived from him, that he had incurred the hostility of the Confederate authorities by acts of kindness to citizens of ours confined in Libby Prison. He left Richmond before its evacuation but was satisfied the rebellion was rapidly approaching its end and on several occasions expressed to me his willingness to take the oath of allegiance to our government, but it was deferred until his arrangements for returning to Richmond should be completed. Before that was accomplished the President was dead. Immediately upon hearing of the assassination of the President he came to see me and evinced as deep concern and sincere sorrow at that melancholy event as any one I have seen. I cannot doubt that he was sincere; and I am sure that if he had had any intimation of designs upon the life of the President he would promptly have communicated it. He was arrested the Monday after the assassination and has been in confinement ever since.1 His health is delicate. He is suffering much from the effects of his imprisonment and unless there are very satisfactory reasons unknown to me, for his longer detention, I trust he will be speedily discharged.

Very respectfully

Yours truly,

(sgd) O. H. Browning

Washington DC

True Copy

Jas. R. O’Beirne

Maj. 22 Regt. VRC

Pro. Mar. DC



1 Ficklin was involved in cotton speculation with Orville H. Browning. Major James O’Beirne arrested Ficklin on April 16 following a tip that he was a notorious “pirate.”

2 The lady was Emily Todd Helm, Mary Lincoln’s sister. Helm was the wife of Confederate general Ben Hardin, killed at Chickamauga in 1863.

1 Despite Browning’s constant pleading on Ficklin’s behalf, Stanton would not order his release until all of the evidence concerning Lincoln’s assassination was gathered and ready for use in the conspiracy trial. Ficklin was released after two months in prison.
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Bryant, H.

Discharge papers of Stedman B. Farrar, Co “B” 5th Regt., Michigan


	WILLIAM L. BRYANT1	(4:93–97)
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Statement of William L. Bryant

Washington, May 6, 1865

William L. Bryant, being first duly sworn says:

I live in King George County, Va. three miles below Matthias Point, in the country. I am a farmer. The man whom I suppose to be Booth came to my place on Sunday, April 23, about an hour before sundown. Booth (if that was his name) did not come to the house himself, but the well man came at that time and asked me to let him have a horse to take his brother whose leg was broke, to Dr. Richard Stewart’s. I told him I could not. “Well,” said he, “I was recommended to Dr. Richard Stewart to have something done to my brother’s leg”. Presently he said “I’ll give you $10 to carry me to Dr. Richard Stewart’s” one of my horses was in the yard where I had been using him; the other one was not far off and I went and got him and then went and got him and then went to Booth or whatever his name was, upward of a quarter of a mile from my house in an old field. He was sitting down on the open ground. I took him and carried him from there. He did not talk much, the well man talked all. I carried him to Dr. Stewart’s that night, the Doctor is about 8 miles from my house. I do not know what time we got to Dr. Stewart’s. I think they said the Dr. was at supper when we got there. In going along I asked the man what made him want to go to Dr. Stewart’s; I mentioned other Doctors who were more convenient. He said the reason was because he was recommended to Dr. Stewart.

When we got there, the well man got down and went to the door, and the Doctor came out. I was sitting on my horse. The Doctor and the well man talked; I do not know what about, but I suppose about the other one’s ankle. He had two crutches. I heard the Doctor tell the well man that his brother could not stay there; he had no room for him, he had turned away some Maryland soldiers that day. After that I started for home, but the Doctor helloed to me to come back. I did so and the Doctor told me they could not stay there. The well man then asked me if I would take over to a free fellow’s named Wm. Lucas, which was about a quarter of a mile around the road. I said I could do so; it was my nearest way home. I did so. We got there. He called Lucas & Lucas came out, and they went in. I left them there. I could not hear what they said to Lucas.

I asked the well man how the other got his leg broke. He said he got broke in Richmond in a fight, a horse threw him and broke his leg, and he was paroled to go home.

The man whose leg was broken did not say anything of any consequence; I do not think he changed half a dozen words and what they were was not of much amount. The well one talked all. He said this lame one was his brother John.



1 Bryant was an associate of Confederate agent Thomas Harbin. Harbin arranged for Bryant to provide horses for Booth and Herold and escort them to the summer home of Dr. Richard Stuart in King George County, Virginia.


	JOHN E. BUCKINGHAM1	(4:49–52, PW, Poore I:187, Pitman 73)


“B” Evd. B. (JAO) P3 1865

U. States vs. John Wilkes Booth

Examination of John E. Buckingham

April 17th 1865

My name is John E. Buckingham, I am a gun carriage builder at the present time at Mt. Washington ^Navy Yard^ and am employed at night as doorkeeper at Ford’s Theater. I was there on Friday night last. I was stationed at the main door at the entrance of the parquette and dress circle. I know J. Wilkes Booth. My duties call me to my post about half past seven. I was at my place at the door of the theater about half past seven on Friday evening. When I first saw Booth at the theater that night it was about 10:00. At that ^time^ he passed into the theater. Having a free pass admission he went in and spoke to me as he went in. When he passed in he went into the parquette2 and passed around to the right. In from 4 to 5 minutes he passed out again at the door where I stood. Within 5 minutes after he went out he returned again and again went into the parquette, but came back almost immediately and asked me while I was standing at the door what time it was. I told him to step into the lobby and he would see the clock. He then went into the lobby to look at the clock and after looking at the clock he came directly back and went up into the dress circle. Once in the dress circle he would have communication directly with the box occupied by the president. In about eight minutes I heard one report of a pistol, which I thought had been fired on the stage. I had heard the piece that was being played and knew that there was no pistol firing in it. On hearing the sound of the pistol I rushed to the parquette door, and saw a man that I recognized to be Booth passing across the stage with a knife in his hand. I heard him say something but did not hear distinctly what he said. At the time I speak of Booth wore a slouch hat and dark clothes. His person was in no way disguised as I could perceive.



1 Buckingham was the ticket taker and doorkeeper at Ford’s Theatre on the night of April 14.

2 Parquette seats are located behind the orchestra section and bordering the lobby of the theater.


	C. H. A. BULKLEY	(3:669–73)


“B” 571 (JAO) 1865

C. H. A. Bulkley

May Sixteenth, 1865

Canandaigua, N.Y.

Sir,

John H. Surratt, as a Roman Catholic, once patronized and petted by the priests of Georgetown. As he has not been traced elsewhere, why may he not have taken refuge in one of their monastic or conventional establishments? As he is as instrumental towards killing a prominent heretic, which is considered, at least a venial offense according to his church and the spirit of the Popes late encyclical letter may he not find absolution and protection from the Romish priesthood?1

As the Papal government only has shown favor to the Southern Rebellion and as the loyalty of a large proportion of the Catholic clergy is, to say the least, questionable, is not the presumption fair that Surratt is harbored in some of their secret sanctuaries, more likely in Georgetown? Allow me to suggest the following: I. That a strong and vigilant guard be quietly placed around every Romish refuge in and around near Washington.

II. That a statement be made to their authorities of a tolerably well-grounded suspicion that Surratt is concealed by them and a demand be made for his immediate delivery.

III. If he be not forthcoming then let there be a thorough search made for him, in whatever places referred to, he may have taken refuge.

I trust you will not deem these suggestions intrusive or impractical.

With high esteem

I remain

Yours respectfully

C. H. A. Bulkley

Formerly chaplain of 1st Regt. Excelsior Brigade, Gen. Sickles

To Hon. E. M. Stanton, Sec. of War



1 Members of the Catholic priesthood hid John Surratt. He arrived in Montreal on April 17 and was taken to the rectory of Father Charles Boucher in the village of St. Liboire some thirty-three miles east of Montreal. Surratt remained at Father Boucher’s throughout the trial.


	LYMAN H. BUNNELL	(4:199–200)


“B” R.B. (JAO) P10 1865

Lyman H. Bunnell

May 2nd 1865

Old Capitol Prison

May 2nd 1865

Lyman H. Bunnell, sworn & examined by Colonel John H. Foster.

I am a hospital steward at Surgeon General’s Office, live corner of N and 13th Street; On the night of the murder was at Ford’s Theater; On that occasion saw three persons who seemed to be with Booth who suddenly disappeared after the murder; (L. J. Wiechmann was brought in the room with others) Neither of those is the man I noticed particularly; one of the men I saw resembled Young whose photograph I saw, with the exception that Young has a mustache.

(3:664–65)

“B” 569 (JAO) 1865

Bunnell, L. H.

April 24th 1865

L. H. Bunnell, Cor. 13th & F.:

I was at the theater on the night of the President’s murder & sat in the dress circle on the same side that the President was, about the 3rd row from the front. Just after the President came in, I noticed three men taking seats not very far from the box he occupied, who seemed preoccupied with something; kept looking around the house and talking & paid no attention to the play. Immediately after hearing the pistol shot fired I looked around for them and they were gone. Think I would know at least one if I should see him again. He was full faced, about 5 feet 6 or 7. I should judge, red face, about 35 years old; not very dark hair, face evidently tanned.

L. H. Bunnell

Hosp. Steward USA


	MR. BURCH	(4:39)


Mr. Burch

States that he lives in F Street on the same block that the theater is on; that along there the street has been graded, and the street is much lower than the line of the side walk. A temporary fence has been put up to prevent accidents to persons falling down. That immediately in front of his house a board was loosened for some reason; and on the night of the murder a horse was seen tied there. He states that at the time of the murder distinct whistles were heard in the neighborhood apparently in the alleyway, and again upon the sidewalk. That there is a vacant lot from the rear of the theater to F Street at the place where the horse was fastened. That immediately after the murder a person was heard to run across the lot, spring over the fence, get upon the horse and gallop down F. Street; and this is corroborated by two or three witnesses residing in the neighborhood, more particularly John D. Pettit.


	MARTIN BURKE	(7:379–80)


F-75

Letters and Telegram to the Acting Sec. Of State, Seward and Wood, from Burke, April 20, 1865

Letterhead: Office US Military Telegraph, War Department.

The following Telegram received at Washington, 7:55 PM April 20, From Ft. Lafayette, NY April 20, 1865

Acting Sec. of State,

I have today sent you a communication enclosing a copy of one to Capt. Wood in California which will doubtless reach you tomorrow. It would probably be best to detain Charles Howard of Baltimore, son-in-law of the late Frank Key, Esq. Until these letters are received. It can then be ascertained if they amount to anything.

Martin Burke

Lieut. Col. Comd’g

(7:381)

F-75

Fort Lafayette, New York Harbor

April 20, 1865

Unofficial

Hon. Wm. H. Seward

Sec. of State

Sir, Nearly three years ago, when your Department had charge of the prisoners at this post, a man named Charles Howard, one of the Baltimore Police Commissioners, caused many difficulties and annoyances about my command (Fort Hamilton and Lafayette) I, of course, paid no regard to writs of habeas corpus and this man so represented to have made frequent threats against my life. I have written to Captain Wood, 9th US Infantry for the particulars & enclose copy of my letter to him.

I would respectfully suggest the propriety of apprehending this person and sending him to this or some other military post.

I am very respectfully, Sir, your obedient servant,

Martin Burke

Lt. Colonel

(7:382)

F-75

Copy

Fort Lafayette, New York harbor

April 20th 1865

Captain Chas. O. Wood

Ninth US Infantry

Alcatraz, California

Dear Captain,

The newspapers have doubtless made known to you the death by assassination of the President of the United States. Mr. Seward, the Secretary of State was badly wounded by the same parties.

As it occurred a long time since, and my records being imperfect, will you do me the favor to state the circumstances of the threat to assassinate me, made by one Charles Howard of Baltimore who was confined here about the last of July 1861.

Very truly yours

(signed) Martin Burke

Lt. Col.


	HENRY L. BURNETT	(2:175–76)


“S” 66 (JAO) 1865

Letterhead: War Department Washington City

April 26th 1865

James W. Purdem Clarksburg District Montgomery Co. Maryland is appointed an authorized detective in the service of this Department until further orders. All officers and soldiers in the United States will afford him assistance and protection.1

Signed Edwin M. Stanton

Sec. of War

A true copy

H. L. Burnett

Bvt. Col. And Judge Advocate



1 James W. Purdom was a Montgomery County farmer who worked as an informer for the Union army stationed at Monocacy Junction near Frederick, Maryland. Purdom passed along information that George Atzerodt was staying at Hartman Richter’s home in Germantown. Atzerodt was arrested during the early morning hours of Thursday, April 20, 1865.

(2:521)

“B” 133 (JAO) 1865

Baker, Col. L. C.

Endorsement: Washington DC April 29, 1865, I have no affidavit or statements referred to within except what has already been forwarded to the Department.

L. C. Baker Col. & Agt. War Dept.

Letterhead: War Department, Washington City

April 29th 1865

L. C. Baker

Agent War Dept.

Col.,

The Secretary of War directs that all the evidence in regard to the assassination of President now in your hands be forwarded to my office today.1

I have the honor to be,

Very respectfully

Your obt. Servant

H. L. Burnett

Bvt. Col. and Judge Advocate



1 Burnett was appointed special judge advocate on April 29 and placed in charge of collecting the evidence pertinent to Lincoln’s assassination.

(2:882)

“B” 259 (JAO) 1865

Endorsement: Washington May 5, 1865. There was a small piece of a map of Virginia found on the person of Herold which was delivered to the Sec. of War among the other effects taken from Booth & Herold.

L. C. Baker

War Department

Washington May 5/65

Col. L. C. Baker

Sir,

If you have the map found upon Herold and knife of Booth will you please send them to this office.2 If not, please inform me where they are to be found.

Very Respectfully

H. L. Burnett

Judge Advocate



2 Herold’s map (Virginia) became exhibit no. 77 and Booth’s knife became exhibit no. 28 in the conspiracy trial.

(2:942–43)

“B” 280 (JAO) 1865

Bradley, Jos. H.

Col. H. L. Burnett

Col. I have to acknowledge the receipt of your note of this date informing me that David E. Herold desires my services in his defense.

I have no opportunity to confer with him, and will be obliged if you will inform him that my professional engagements are such and will be for the rest of the months, that it will be physically impossible for me to be of counsel for him.

I am sir,

Very respectfully

Jos. H. Bradley

9 May 65

(2:959–61)

“M” 289 (JAO) 1865

copy of letter yesterday

War Department

Washington City

May 9, 1865

Hon. Reverdy Johnson

Washington City

Sir,

Mrs. Mary E. Surratt, now on trial before a Military Commission in this city, has expressed a desire to secure your services as her counsel. By applying at this office you can procure a pass to see her.

Very Respectfully,

Your Obt. Servant

(signed) H. L. Burnett

(2:1064)

“B” 324 (JAO) 1865

L. C. Baker

Endorsement: The man Jett,1 referred to within is a prisoner at the Arsenal, confined in a cell.

Commission Room,

May 16, 1865

Col. L. C. Baker

Agent War Dept.

Colonel

What has become of the man Jett who was in your charge?

Please answer immediately by bearer

Very respectfully

Your obt. Servant

H. L. Burnett

Brevet. Col. and Judge Adv.



1 William “Willie” Jett was one of three Confederate soldiers who accompanied Booth and Herold across the Rappahannock River on Monday, April 24. Jett found them lodging at the home of Richard Garrett and was arrested in Bowling Green, Virginia (Poore I:308, Pitman 90).

(2:1072–76)

“B” 327 (JAO) 1865

H. L. Burnett

Endorsements: Office P.M. Gen. Des. North of Potomac, Wash, Dc, May 19, 1865, Respectfully referred to Lt. Dempsey, in charge of Surratt house, for compliance with enclosed instructions. To be returned with report of action. T. Ingraham, Col. & PM Gen.

541 H Street,2 Washington DC May 18, 1865, Respectfully returned with the information that the following ^named^ articles were delivered by me to L. J. Wiechmann, the receipt for which is hereby forwarded: (1) one linen coat, (1) pr drawers, (1) undershirt, (1) Latin testament. John W. Dempsey, 1st Lt. Regt.

V. R. C., Comdg Guard

War Department

Washington City

May 18th 1865

Col. T. Ingraham

The Sec. of War directs that you will deliver to L. J. Wiechmann a prisoner at Old Capitol any clothing belonging to him, which may be in his rooms at the Surratt House.

Very Resp.

H. L. Burnett



2 Location of Mary Surratt’s Washington boardinghouse in 1865 (currently 604 H Street).

(3:41–42)

“B” 373 (JAO) 1865

Endorsement: Resp Retd. The property was received by Col. Foster who turned the money over to me. The other property was never in my possession.

T. Ingraham.

War Dept.

May 18, 1865

Col. T. Ingraham

Pro. Mar. Def N. of Potomac

Colonel,

I have the honor to inquire whether a pistol, a lot of letters and $27 was turned over by Col. Wooley of Balt., with the prisoner Samuel B. Arnold to Capt. Potts, or to anyone connected with your office. Will you please send answer to room 31, War Dept. and oblige.

Very respectfully

Your obt. Servt.

H. L. Burnett

(3:74–76)

“B” 387 (JAO) 1865

H. L. Burnett

Endorsements: Headquarters Garrison, Washington May 17th 1865, Respectfully returned to Dept. HQ attention invited to endorsement of Col. D. P Dewitt, Comdg 1st Pro Brigade Geo. Oufih Brevet Brig Gen.; Headquarters Dept. Washington, 22nd Army Corps May 18, 1865 Respectfully returned to Col. Burnett. Attention is invited to endorsement from Col. D. P. DeWitt. C. C. Auger; Headquarters Dept. of Washington May 17, Resp referred to Bvt. Brig. Gen. Giles, who will direct the within named man together with one other, a good clerk, to report as within requested at once. Return action noted, by command of Maj. Gen. Augur, A. R. Sewell; Headquarters Garrison, Washington May 17th, Reply referred to Col. DeWitt Comdg 1st Pro. Brigade who will send immediately the within named man, and one other man a good clerk as directed. Return action noted. H. M Brewster, Capt.; Headquarters 1st Pro. Brig, 78 Camp Fry, Washington DC, May 17 1865, Respectfully returned to Hdqrs. Garrison of Washington. The within named George Adams, Co. C. 4th reg. V R C has been ordered to report forthwith as directed. Another man will be sent as soon as he can be selected. Col. DeWitt.

Letterhead: War Department, Washington City, May 17th 1865

Major Gen. C. C. Augur

Commanding Dept. Washington

General,

I have the honor to request that George T. Adams, Co. C. 7 Regt. V R C who is understood to be familiar with copying, be ordered to report to me at this department forthwith, to assist in making copies of the proceedings of the Military Commission. One other private to assist Adams should report with him.

Very Respectfully,

Your obt Servant

H. L. Burnett

Brevet Col. & Judge Advocate

(3:128–29)

“B” 406 (JAO) 1865

Burnett, Col. H. L.

Endorsement: Rachel Spencer1 Evidence Doctor Mudd’s wife gave firearms to me and told me to bury them in the woods about last summer; swords, pistols and tin box. Doctor Mudd told his wife that she ought not to have let Rachel have those things. Mrs. Mudd told Rachel that she must never mention about the firearms in the world. Mrs. Mudd made Rachel take an oath that she should never mention it. Rachel is sick at present, will be well Monday.

Hdqrs. Pro Mar. DC.

Washington DC May 17, 1865

Mr. George Cottingham2

Special Officer

Sir,

In accordance with verbal instructions of Col. Burnett, Judge Advocate War Dept., you are hereby directed to proceed to Surrattsville, or elsewhere as necessary to effect the arrest of one Collinbeck & bring him to these Hdqrs.

Jas. R. O’Beirne

Maj. 22 Regt. VRC

Pro. Mar. DC



1 Rachel Spencer, a former slave of Samuel Mudd, testified for the prosecution (Poore II:170, Pitman 172).

2 George Cottingham was a detective on the staff of Provost Marshal James O’Beirne. Cottingham was involved in the arrest and interrogation of John Lloyd.

(3:210–11)

“B” 432 (JAO) 1865

H. S. Burnett

Letterhead: War Department, Washington City, May 27, 1865

Maj. Gen. C. C. Augur

Comdg. Dept. Washington

General,

The Secretary of War directs that you will deliver to Mr. Holohan the personal clothing belonging to him and his wife, now in the Surratt house, taking receipts for the same.

Very respectfully

Your obt. Servant

H. L. Burnett

Officer Comdg guard at Surratt house ordered to deliver the above clothing to Mr. Holohan. HLB

“B” 432 (JAO) 1865

541 H St. Washington C.C.

May 27th 1865

I, J. T. Holohan do acknowledge to have this day received of 1st Lt. J. W. Dempsey, Officer Comdg Guard at the house of Surratt, No. 541 H. Street Washington DC the following named articles. Viz.

2 pair pants, 1 dress coat, 1 linen coat, 1 knit jacket, 3 vests, 7 shirts, 3 ladies dresses, 1 skirt, 1 plain bound testament, 1 pr skates, 1 pr ladies Gaiters (worn) (signed) J. T. Holohan

A true copy

John W. Dempsey

1st Lt. 10th Regt. VRC, Comdg. Guard

(3:244–45)

“B” 440 (JAO) 1865

H. L. Burnett

Endorsement: Respectfully returned. We have no record of John Kendall & Supt. Wood reports that there is no such man in Old Capitol or Carroll Prison.

T. Ingraham

Letterhead: War Department, Washington City, May 31, 1865

Major Gen. C. C. Augur

Comdg. Dept. of Washington

General,

The Secretary of War directs that John Kendall, now confined at Old Capitol or Carroll Prison be released at once.

I have the honor to be

Very respectfully

H. L. Burnett

Bvt. Col. & Judge Adv.

Jno Kileem comm. Apr 22nd 65

(3:248–52)

“I” 442 (JAO) 1865

Inventory

Papers turned over to Col. H. L. Burnett, Judge Advocate by Colonel J. A. Foster and H. S. Olcott1



1 In the days immediately following the assassination, Secretary of War Edwin Stanton appointed three army investigators to take charge of collecting and evaluating the evidence coming into the War Department and General Augur’s headquarters. Lieutenant Colonel John A. Foster, Colonel Henry H. Wells, and Colonel Henry Steel Olcott worked on the case until April 29, when Stanton set up an office under Special Judge Advocate Henry L. Burnett. Burnett helped prepare the government’s case.

TABLE 6 List of Papers and Letters Held by Burnett


	1	1 package	L. A. Martin
	2	"	S. B. Arnold
	3	"	J. T. Wiechmann
	4	"	Mr. Cook
	5	"	Thos. Green
	6	"	J. T. Wiechmann
	7	"	Washington P. O.
	8	"	Ford’s Theater
	9	"	Surratt House
	10	"	Ford’s Theater
	11	"	Anonymous bogus
	12	"	Booth Telegrams
	13	"	Undistributed
	14	"	J. W. Booth
	15	"	Miscellaneous
	16	"	Cook
	17	"	J. B. Farr
	18	"	Geary
	19	"	Wiechmann
	20	"	Surratt
	21	"	Spangler, Gifford, Maddox
	22	"	Payne
	23	"	Nora Fitzpatrick
	24	"	Loves papers
	25	"	J. B. Booth
	26	"	D. Preston Parr
	27	"	Herold
	28	"	Martin
	29	"	Green
	30	"	J. L. Young
	31	"	S. B. Arnold
	32	"	Atzerodt
	33	"	Lloyd
	34	"	Cowlam
	35	"	Reamer
	36	"	Raybold
	37	"	Sgt. Street
	38	"	Anna E. Surratt


(3:316–17)

“B” 468 (JAO) 1865

Col. Burnett to Col. Baker

Letterhead: War Department, Washington City, June 3rd, 1865

Col. L. C. Baker

Agent War department

Washington DC

Colonel,

I have the honor to inquire whether subpoenas sent you on the 31st ult. For the following named persons were delivered.


	Jas. A. Dumas	Woodville	Prince George’s Co. Md.
	W. Watson1	Horse Head	"       "      "
	W. W. Thomas	Woodville	"       "      "


Very respectfully

Your obt servant

H. L. Burnett

Bvt Col and Judge Advocate



1 Of the three men mentioned, William J. Watson testified as a defense witness for Samuel Mudd (DW, Mudd, Poore III:470, Pitman 186).

(3:359–63)

“B” 487 (JAO) 1865

Burnett, Col. H. L.

Endorsement: US M & D. Office, Indianapolis, Ind., May 8th respectfully returned to Brig. Gen. T. G. Pitcher there is no record in this office of the within named man. Thos. Dunn, Capt., 12th Brig, M& D. Office Letterhead: Western Union Telegraph Company, terms and Conditions etc.

To Gen. A. P Horey, Comdg Dist of Ind. From Washington, April 25

What are the antecedents of one Capt. J. White lately mustered out of service and is he now in Indianapolis. By order of the Sec of War,

H. L. Burnett

(3:381–82)

“B” 495 (JAO) 1865

Burnett, Col. H. L.

Endorsements: May 6, 1865, Respectfully referred to Col. Clarence Seward1 with the request that he forward to this office any depositions he may have taken in this matter.

H. L. Burnett

May 6/65 Resp returned with the information that no official depositions have ever been taken of the parties within referred to, Col Seward merely wrote down the colored boys statement which will be forwarded to you if you desire it. W. H. Seward Jr. Brig. Gen.2

Letterhead: War Department, Washington City, DC May 6th, 1865

Judge Olin

Sir,

Will you please inform me who took the affidavits of the members of Sec. Seward’s family and his servants and where those affidavits or statements are? If in your possession please forward to this office immediately.

Very Respectfully

Your obt. Servant

H. L. Burnett

I think a Gen. by the name of Hill took these examinations but I am not sure of this. I was not present & have not seen the affidavits. Probably Col. Wells can give you the information requested., your obt. Servt. A. B. Olin 1 Clarence Seward was the nephew of Secretary of State William H. Seward.

2 William Henry Seward Jr. was the youngest son of William H. Seward and held the rank of major general in the Union Army.

(3:366–68)

“B” 490 (JAO) 1865

Burnett, Col. H. L.

Letterhead: War Department, Washington City, May 10th 1865

Hon. E. M. Stanton

Sec. of War

Sir,

This evening you expressed the opinion that the charges and specifications should go to the Associated Press with the synopsis of today’s proceedings, but at the same time directed me to consult with Judge Holt in reference to the matter. His opinion is decidedly against any publication of the charges, and in favor only of a very brief synopsis. How shall it be?

I have the honor to be

Very Resp

Your Obt. Svt.

H. L. Burnett

Bvt. Col. & Judge Adv.

I directed that you should be governed by the opinion of Judge Holt. You will consider yourself under his instructions and to be governed by his opinion.

E. M. Stanton

(3:369–70)

“B” 491 (JAO) 1865

Burnett, Col. H. L.

Commission Rooms, May 16, 1865

Major Eckert War Dept.

Major,

We are now about ready to examine Dr. Stone.1 Will you please send the Derringer and the ball taken from the wound?2

Very respectfully

Your obt. Servant

H. L. Burnett

Bvt. Col. and Judge Adv



1 Dr. Robert King Stone, the Lincoln family doctor. Stone was present at the Petersen House when Lincoln died and was present during the autopsy performed in the White House on Saturday morning, April 15.

2 The soft lead ball recovered from Lincoln’s brain was flattened like a thick coin by the impact with the skull. The lead ball along with bone fragments are in the National Museum of Medicine at Walter Reed Army Medical Center, Washington, D.C.

(3:674–75)

“B” 572 (JAO) 1865

H. L. Burnett

Letterhead: War Department, Washington City, April 24th 1865

Colonel,

Mr. Raybold does not appear to be the man who had charge of the renting of the boxes on the 14th inst.1 Please take his statement in writing. He may then be released. Send and arrest the man who did have charge of that matter.2 By order of the Sec. of War H. L. Burnett, Judge Adv.

Col. J. A. Foster

Judge Adv.



1 Harry Clay Ford, the treasurer of Ford’s Theatre, made the arrangements for the Presidential Box, not Thomas Raybold. Both Harry Clay Ford and Thomas Raybold were arrested and put in the Old Capitol Prison.

2 Mary Lincoln sent a note to Harry Ford and reserved the box for the evening performance.

(3:676–78)

“B” 573 (JAO) 1865

H. L. Burnett

Letterhead: War Department, Washington City, April 23rd, 1865

Colonel,

The Sec. of War directs that the person who had charge of the renting of the private boxes at Ford’s Theater the night of the murder and previous thereto, be at once arrested and placed in close confinement. You will make the necessary investigation and direct the proper officer to make the arrest. On completion of this duty send the report to me.

Very Resp, etc.

H. L. Burnett

Judge Adv.

Colonel J. A. Foster

Judge Adv. etc.

(3:739–40)

“B” 595 (JAO) 1865

H. L. Burnett

Letterhead: War Department, Washington City, April 27th 1865

Col. J. A. Foster

Judge Advocate

Washington, DC

Colonel,

The Secretary of War directs that the letter written by Junius Brutus Booth to his brother, signed “Jun” in which he advises his brother, now that Richmond is taken, to abandon the oil business, etc., be traced up and forwarded here today, without fail.1

Very respectfully,

Your obt. Servant

H. L. Burnett

Brevet Col. & Judge Advocate

(3:1231)

“B” 722 (JAO) 1865

Burnett, H. L.

Endorsement: Recd from Col. H. L. Burnett 45 letters belonging to me. Annie

D. Mitchell

War Department Washington DC. June 27, 1865

Miss Anna D. Mitchell

A package of letters to your address, taken recently by order of this department remain unclaimed in my hands. You can have them by calling at Room 31, and signing receipt for same.

Respectfully

H. L. Burnett

Brv. Col. And Judge Advocate

Per Dumars



1 The letter was not located. It had been misfiled under Oliver Hickman Browning (3:1084–91).

(3:1238–40)

“T” 726 (JAO) 1865

Receipts for articles from Ford’s Theater.

Rec’d of H. L. Burnett, Brevet Col. And Judge Advocate, two gum gasbags, twenty feet of gum hose, one blowpipe and one reflector. War Dept. Apl. 26.1865

Wm. DeBeust

Recd of H. L. Burnett, Bvt. Col. and Judge Advocate, all the articles of my wardrobe left at Ford’s Theater on the night of the 14th April 1865.

Helen Muzzy

Recd of H. L. Burnett, Bvt. Col. and Judge Advocate, one prompt book Lady of Lyons, One book Wild Oats, one property book, two bill books, one file bills of 64/65 unbound.

Apr. 27, 1865

J. B. Might

Recd of H. L. Burnett, Bvt Col. and Judge Advocate, one flag, the property of National Democratic Association.

Apl 28, 1865

Wm. John Miller

Recd of H. L. Burnett, Bvt Col. and Judge Advocate, one lot music and one drum from Ford’s Theater.

Apl 28, 1865

Wm. Withers Jr.

Recd of H. L. Burnett, Bvt. Col. and Judge Advocate, one bass violin from Ford’s Theater.

Apl 28, 1865

Luis Weber

Recd of H. L. Burnett, Bvt. Col. and Judge Advocate, one undergarment, one dressing box and one toilet table cover.

War Dept., May 1, 1865

For Mrs. J. A. Scott, on her order

S. P. Lowe

(7:208–15)

F-49

Letter to Stanton from Burnett, May 2, 1865

War Department

Judge Advocates Office, Washington DC

May 2nd 1865

Hon E. M. Stanton,

Secretary of War

Sir,

In obedience to your request, I have the honor to submit, that:

Soon after the commencement of the Rebellion, the secret order, known as the “Knights of the Golden Circle” throughout the Western and border states, ceased to meet or show any signs of vitality. This arose from the fact that prior to that time, the head and principal part of the body of this organization was in the South and when that became severed by reason of military operations, there was left in the North only the tail of this venomous thing, but [Losphite?] like this severed portion soon began to manifest an independent and active existence.

In the latter part of 1862, and the early part of 63, by the attentive nursing of the traitors in the north such as Judge Bullit1 of Ky., P. C. Wright of New York, James A. Barrett of Mo. It had grown to formidable proportions and had been re-christened by the name of “American Knights”.2

Take these avowed principles in connection with the fact that the order was to judge when undelegated powers were exercised, and the order claimed, en masse, on all occasions, that the government was usurping unconstitutional authority. That the President was a tyrant and usurper, and the inexorable logic of such reasoning would have resulted in a most bloody insurrection, had not the strong executive arm, at the auspicious moment, grasped and strangled this venomous thing.

In the trials at Indianapolis and Cincinnati it was proved that a well digested plan was agreed upon for an uprising of this order in conjunction with the disloyal element. On the 16th of August, 1864; two millions of dollars had been furnished by the Confederate Govt. to carry forward this work.3 In the uprising the arsenals at Indianapolis, Columbus, Springfield, Ill. and Chicago were to be seized, and the arms distributed to the order, and to the rebel prisoners when released. Cities were to be sacked and burned, and the Government brought to terms with the rebels, and to assent to the establishment of a Northwestern Confederacy.

A committee of ten had been appointed by the released rebel prisoners and by the cooperation of certain rebel chiefs and their forces, one grand, united, hostile mass, which should, at the proper time be hurled against the government and its army.

When the order had increased and had become formidable in its proportions, some of the leaders became alarmed at the open treason set out in the oath, and calling a meeting of the Grand Commanders of the Order in New York, on the 22nd of February, 1864, struck from the ritual the more apparent treason, and the vile thing was named anew “Sons of Liberty”. No material change was made in the ritual. All those parts were retained which referred to the state sovereignty doctrines of Thomas Jefferson and Calhoun. The want of power in the Government to coerce a state, and the enunciation of the inherent right and duty of the people to remove a Government, by force of arms whenever it or any of its branches should assume to exercise powers not delegated, and if undelegated powers were exercised such exercise of power was a usurpation, and the removal of usurpers by force of arms was not merely a right but a duty.

There is no question that this Secret Order was, per se, a treasonable conspiracy. Every man of ordinary intelligence who, in view of the existence of a formidable armed rebellion in the land, subscribed to the oath of that Order, first having read its Ritual was a traitor.

The object of the leaders of the Order seemed to be to educate the masses of the Democratic party and were already prepared, to weld together all the hostile elements of the North in bitter hatred of the administration and its avowed policy, and by inflammatory and incendiary appeals, to arouse in their breasts such a degree of hostility towards the Government, that when the fitting time came, they would be ready, at the beck of their leaders, to spring to their bloody work.

The leaders of the Order, all of whom were formerly of the old Democratic party, and were now a legion, sought to educate the mass of their party outside of the Order up to their disloyal standard. Their purpose was carried forward by means of their newspapers, public addresses, & by the proselytizing work of the humbler member. Their intent seemed to be to make of this Order and the embittered democracy and malcontents throughout the land, to be aided at the proper time to assassinate Gov. Morton. Jacob Thompson of Canada furnished H. H. Dodd1 of Indianapolis with $75,000, with which Dodd purchased the arms which were afterwards seized at Indianapolis, and it was further shown that the money was furnished upon the express condition of an uprising, including the release of the rebel prisoners and the placing of these arms in their hands.

The conspiracy failed:

1st Because the rebels failed to cooperate as arranged,

2nd Because the designs of the Order and its contemplated plot were exposed, and

3rd Because the leaders were at the time seized and held by the military authority.

This prompt action substantially crushed out the Order of the Sons of Liberty, caused the Lodges and Temples to burn their records, put an end to their meetings and disbanded the Order.

The leaders in these conspiracies are still living; still in the country, and many of them actuated as heretofore by an implacable hate of our present government. Added to this, there is found, drifting up to us from the South, men possessed seemingly, of a perverted nature, and moved by a still more venomous hate towards our government and her institutions. These congenial elements are uniting for evil.

In my investigations to which the late national calamity has given rise, I find the footprints of this old Order of Knights of the Golden Circle, crossing my path in all directions, probably brought here from the South.

Prompt and vigorous measures, I respectfully submit, should be taken by the government to meet and crush this element, fiendlike in its manifestations, or it may become a power that will be troublesome, if not dangerous to handle. There is reason to believe that many, if not all, the persons connected with the late assassination of the President, were members of this resuscitated order of the Knights of the Golden Circle.

All of which is respectfully submitted

H. L. Burnett, Brevet Colonel and Judge Advocate



1 J. F. Bullitt, a judge on the Kentucky Court of Appeals, was grand commander of the Order of American Knights in Kentucky. James A. Barrett was grand commander in Missouri, and P. C. Wright had been grand commander in Missouri before relocating to New York City.

2 The Order of American Knights (OAK).

3 In all, slightly over five million dollars was appropriated by the Confederate Congress for clandestine operations. Of this amount, one million dollars in gold was given to Jacob Thompson to finance the operations of the secret service operating out of Canada.

1 H. H. Dodd was grand commander of the OAK in Indiana and part of a plan to overthrow the state government of Indiana.


	FRANCIS BURNS	(4:83–84)


“B” Evd. B. (JAO) P4 1865

Statement of the Presidents Coachman

Francis Burns

April 25th 1865

Francis Burns, the driver of the President’s coach, states that on the night of the murder of Mr. Lincoln, he drove him to the theater and stayed at the door until the tragedy occurred. The Special police officer1 and the footman of the President came up to him and asked him to take a drink with them; which he did; but he does not remember of anybody else coming up to him in particular, though there were several who asked him if that was questions. He does not know who they were.



1 John F. Parker, a member of the Metropolitan Police assigned to the White House as one of four police guards, was on duty the night of the assassination. Parker was charged with dereliction of duty but was exonerated and reinstated after a police review board investigated the circumstances of his case.


	JOSEPH BURROUGH1	(4:135–37, PW, Poore I:225, II:103, Pitman 74–75)


“B” Evd. B. (JAO) P7 1865

April 15, 1865

Examination of Joseph Burrough

Examination before Judge Olin

My name is Joseph Burrough I am attached to Ford’s theater. I attend the backstage door at night and in the daytime I carry bills. I know J. Wilkes Booth and have known him for two months. I took care of the horse and buggy he kept in a stable (Mr. Davis) back of Ford’s theater for four weeks. I saw him yesterday between five and six o’clock and ^in the afternoon^. He brought to the stable a mare, a pretty little mare; a dark bay mare. He said he was going to put his shawl under the saddle. He put this horse in the stable and locked the door and took the key and then went and took a drink. At the first scene in the third act of The American Cousin, Booth came through the door that I attend to and went out into the alley that leads into 10th Street. About three or four minutes after Booth went out a man named Deboney2 came to me and said that Ned, meaning Ned Spangler, wanted me in the alley at the back of the theater. When he came out went out and Ned had hold of the same mare that Booth had brought to the stable that afternoon. The horse was standing about 15 feet from the door at the back of the theater. I took hold of the horse, and saw under the saddle the shawl that Mr. Booth used to wear around the theater. I had been sitting on the carpenter bench holding the horse about three or four minutes when I heard a pistol go off in the direction of the stage. I then went up towards the door leading the horse when here comes Mr. Booth out of the door. He haloed “Give me that horse”; when he had one foot in the stirrup. I had hold of the bridal and Mr. Booth struck me with the butt of a knife or dagger he had drew in his hand. He struck me on the breast and knocked me down. He then kicked me. When he got on the horse the horse was about four feet from the door. When he passed out he left the door open. When he came out and got on the horse he had no hat on. The knife he had is one I have seen him use on the stage.

His

Joseph X Burrough

Mark

Will T. Kent Witness



1 John “Peanut” Burroughs was employed by John Ford to attend to a variety of minor tasks, including guarding the stage door.

2 John L. Debonay was a member of the stock company at Ford’s Theatre.






LETTERS WRITTEN BY H. L. BURNETT


	C. C. AUGUR	(1:21)


War Dept. Washington City, Apr 22 1865

Genl. J. L. McPhail, P.M. Genl. Baltimore will deliver into your custody tonight, one Walter C. Bailey1 implicated in the assassination of the President. The Secretary of War directs that he be held in the city and not placed on board the iron-clad.

Very Respy, Your obt Svt

H. L. Burnett

Judge Adv.



1 Walter C. Bailey was a known associate of George Atzerodt and was thought to be a member of Booth’s conspiracy.


	L. C. BAKER	(1:21)


War Dept. Washington City, Apr 22 1865

Colonel,

Enclosed I send you telegram from Capt. W. H. Dunbar, announcing arrest of C. H. Pearson. This arrest I believe was made under your direction or advice. Direct Capt. Dunbar what action to take in the matter and return telegram with report.

Very Respy, Your obt Svt

H. L. Burnett

Judge Adv.


	JOHN A. FOSTER	(1:21–22)


War Dept. Washington City, Apr 22 1865

Col. J. A. Foster

Judge Adv. Etc.

The Secy of War directs that you will collate and send to me at once.

1st All the evidence touching the horses rode by Booth and Paine.1

2nd The Crossing the bridge from Washington by any person connected with the assassination.

3rd Collate and forward to me at once all facts in reference to Booth’s connection with the murder and his escape.

4th Send forthwith a sufficient cavalry force to bring Dr. Mudd and family to this city at once and report to me on their arrival. Take the necessary precautions to bring safely and hold securely after their arrival.

5th Bring the Negroes and Englishman referred to in Col. Wells’ letter from Bryantown of the 22nd inst.2

Very Respy, Your obt Svt

H. L. Burnett

Judge Adv.



1 Booth’s horse was a small bay mare, sixteen hands high, with a white star in the middle of her forehead. He rented the horse from James Pumphrey. See James W. Pumphrey (4:32–350). Powell rode the “one-eyed” horse Booth purchased from Samuel Mudd’s neighbor, George Gardner.

2 Former slaves of the Mudd family who testified on behalf of the prosecution against Samuel Mudd. The Englishman was named John Best. Best made a crutch for Booth.


	BAKER	(1:22)


War Dept. Washington City, Apr 23 1865

Col. L. C. Baker

Agt. War Dept etc.

The Secretary of War directs that you will collate and send to me at once, all the evidence or information in your possession touching— 1st The horses rode by Booth and Paine

2nd All the facts as to the crossing of the bridge from Washington during the night of the murder; and 3rd Any other facts in reference to Booth’s connection with said murder.

Very Respy, Your obt Svt

H. L. Burnett

Judge Adv.


	FOSTER	(1:22)


War Dept. Washington City, Apr 23 1865

Colonel—

The Secy of War directs that the person who had charge of the renting of the private boxes3 at Ford’s Theatre the night of the murder and previous thereto, be at once arrested and placed in close confinement. You will make the necessary investigation and direct the proper officer to make the arrest.

On completion of this duty send a report to me.

Very Respy, Your obt Svt

Colonel J. A. Foster

H. L. Burnett

Judge Adv.


Washington City



3 Thomas J. Raybold, ticket agent at Ford’s Theatre, was in charge of renting the boxes. However, Harry Ford made all of the arrangements for the Presidential Box on April 14. See Foster (1:22).


	FOSTER	(1:22)


Col. J. A. Foster       War Dept. Washington City, Apr 24 1865

Judge Adv Etc.


Washington City

Colonel—

The bearer Mr. Worthington is a brother of the member of Congress from Nevada.1 He is very familiar with certain Districts of Maryland and may be useful. Please talk with him and if his services will materially aid the present investigation put him to work.

By Order of the Secy of War

H. L. Burnett

Judge Adv.



1 Henry Gaither Worthington (Republican), 1864–65.


	AUGUR	(1:22)


War Dept. Washington City, Apr 24 1865


General

The Secy of War directs that the flag now flying from Ford’s Theatre be removed and forwarded to me at once.

Very Respy, Your obt Svt

H. L. Burnett


Judge Adv

Maj. Genl C. C. Auger


Comdg Dept of Washington


	FOSTER	(1:22)


War Dept. Washington City, Apr 24 1865

Colonel—

Mr. Raybold does not appear to be the man who had charge of the renting of the boxes on the 14th inst. Please take his statement in writing, he may then be released. Find and arrest the man who did have charge of that matter.1

Col. J. A. Foster

Judge adv.



1 Henry Clay Ford made the arrangements for setting up the box for President Lincoln and his party.


	FOSTER	(1:23)


War Dept. Washington City, Apr 25 1865

Colonel—

Herewith I send you a quantity of handbills to be sent on the boat you report ready to proceed down the river. Col. Baker is preparing others with photographs of Surratt, Booth and Herold attached.2 You will call upon Col. Baker for as many of the latter as he may think necessary. These handbills with the photographs attached should be distributed with care and judgment.

You will send a sufficient military force with the vessel to ensure the successful execution of the duty in hand.

By Order of the Secy of War

H. L. Burnett

Judge Adv.



2 Reward posters. Lafayette C. Baker had images made using the photographic facilities of the surgeon general’s photographic laboratories. Not all of the reward posters had pictures attached. Baker distributed images of Booth (known today as “Gutman 35”) to all of the pickets guarding exits from the city.


	AUGUR	(1:23)


War Dept. Washington City, Apr 25 1865

Maj. Genl. C. C. Augur

Comd’g Dept of Washington


Sir

The Secretary of War directs that you will detail an officer to accompany Mrs. Muzzy3 to Ford’s Theatre. Mrs. Muzzy will identify her wardrobe and it will be brought to this office.


Very Respectfully


Your obedient Servant

H. L. Burnett

Judge Adv.



3 An actress at Ford’s Theatre. She played the role of Mrs. Mountchessington and delivered the lines immediately before actor Harry Hawk made his now famous remark at the instant of Booth’s shot.


	FOSTER	(1:23)


War Dept. Washington City, Apr 25 1865

Col. J. A. Foster


Judge Advocate

Colonel,

I send you Mr. R. Cnomelien of this City, who has information that I think may be of value to Col. Wells or yourself.

I am Col.


Respectfully and obediently

H. L. Burnett

Judge Adv.


	FOSTER	(1:23)


War Dept. Washington City, Apr 25 1865

Col. J. A. Foster

Judge Advocate, Washington, D.C.

Colonel—

The steamer that is to go down the river to distribute those handbills should especially leave them at Salisbury, Newtown, Snowhill and Kingston.1


I am


Respectfully and obediently

H. L. Burnett

Judge Adv. D.C. and W.D.



1 Salisbury, Snowhill, and Kingston are communities on the eastern shore of Maryland. Newtown is a small community in Charles County, Maryland, close to where Booth and Herold hid out.


	AUGUR	(1:23)


War Dept. Washington City, Apr 26 1865

Genl C. C. Auger


Comdg Dept of Washington


General

The Secretary of War directs that the following named articles (the property of Mr. Wm DeBeust) be sent to this office from Ford’s Theatre. Two (2) gum bags for holding gas.

About twenty (20) feet of gum hose

One (1) blow pipe

One (1) reflector

Mr. De Beust or some one named by him will accompany the officer and designate to the articles.


Very Respectfully


Your obedient Servant

H. L. Burnett


Judge Adv


	AUGUR	(1:24)


War Dept. Washington City, Apr 26 1865

Genl. C. C. Augur


Comdg Dept of Washington

General—

The Secretary of War directs that the following articles, the property of Mrs. J. R. Scott, be sent from Fords Theater to this office.

One (1) Dressing case and contents

Two (2) undergarments

Mrs. Scott will accompany the officer in charge and designate the articles.


Very Respectfully


Your obedient Servant

H. L. Burnett


Judge Adv


	CREO	(1:24)


War Dept. Washington City, Apr 26 1865

Capt. Creo, Co. F, 22nd Iowa Infty, having performed the duties required of him, in obedience to Special Order No. 17. United States forces, Morehead City, North Carolina of April 22nd 1865, is hereby directed to return to said Headquarters, with the person confided to his charge. Quartermasters Dept. to furnish transportation.

By Order of the Secretary of War

H.L. Burnett


Judge Advocate

Brevet Col & Judge Advocate


	POTTS	(1:24)


War Dept.

Washington City, Apr 26 1865

Mr. John Potts

Sir,

The Secretary of War directs that you will pay William and Rudolph Rose fifty (50) dollars for expenses of both, in coming from, while here and returning to Philadelphia, Pa.


Very Respectfully


Your obedient Servant

H. L. Burnett


Provost and Judge Advocate


	AUGUR	(1:24)


War Dept.

Washington City, Apr 26 1865

Maj. Genl. C. C. Augur


Commanding Department

Washington, D.C.


General

The Secretary of War directs that you will deliver to Major Eckert the clothing worn by Payne at the time of his arrest and any other garments connected with Payne that the Major may desire.


Very Respectfully


Your obedient Servant

H. L. Burnett


Provost and Judge Advocate


	FOSTER	(1:24)


War Dept.

Washington City, Apr 26 1865

Colonel—Report to me at once, who made the examination of Dr. Mudd, and the person arrested with him.1

By Order of the Sec. Of War

H. L. Burnett

Brevet Col. and Judge Advocate



1 Both Lieutenant Alexander Lovett and Colonel Horatio H. Wells interrogated Mudd.


	AUGUR	(1:25)



War Dept

Washington City, Apr 26 1865


General

The Secretary of War directs that you will forward to me at once all articles, also all documents and papers of every description that may be used as evidence in the investigation of the assassination of the President, or the attempted assassination of Mr. Seward.


Very Respectfully


Your obedient Servant

H. L. Burnett


Provost and Judge Advocate


	BAKER	(1:25)


War Dept.

Washington City, Apr 26 1865

Col. Baker

Agt. War Department Washington D.C.


Colonel

The Secretary of War directs that you will forward to me at once, all articles, also all documents and papers of every description that may be used in evidence in the investigation of the assassination of the President, or the attempted assassination of Mr. Seward.


Very Respectfully


Your obedient Servant

H. L. Burnett


Provost and Judge Advocate


	FOSTER	(1:25)


Voided letter.


	FOSTER	(1:25)


War Dept.

Washington City, Apr 27 1865

Col. J. A. Foster


Judge Advocate

Washington, D.C.


Colonel

The Secretary of War directs that the letter written by Junius Brutus Booth to his brother, signed “Jun”, in which he advises his brother, now that Richmond is taken, to abandon the oil business etc. be traced up and forwarded here today without fail.1


Very Respectfully


Your obedient Servant

H. L. Burnett


Provost and Judge Advocate



1 See Junius Brutus Booth Jr. (3:1084–87).


	HOLT	(1:26)


War Dept. Washington City, Apr 27 1865

General—

I am informed by Brvt Brig. Genl W. Hoffman that Major J. B. Castleman and Lieut. W. E. Mumford C.S.A.—so called—have been ordered sent from Point Lookout to the Old Capitol, to be disposed of as the Secy of War may direct. I recommend that they be forwarded to Genl. Hovey,2 at Indianapolis, for trial as spies.


Very Respectfully


Your obedient Servant

H. L. Burnett


Provost and Judge Advocate

Brig. Genl. J. Holt

Judge Advocate Genl.


Washington City



2 Brevet Major General Alvin Peterson Hovey commanded the District of Indiana.


	AUGUR	(1:26)


War Dept. Washington City, Apr 27 1865

Genl.

The Sec. Of War directs that the following articles, the property of J. B. Wright and J. H. Evans, be sent to this office from Ford’s Theater.

One (1) Prompt Book “Lady of Lyons”

One (1) Book “Wild Oats”

One (1) Property Book

Two (2) Bill Books

One (1) File Bills of 64&65 unbound

One (1) Tin Box

Messrs Wright and Evans will designate the articles.


Very Respectfully


Your obedient Servant

H. L. Burnett


Provost and Judge Advocate


	AUGUR	(1:26)


War Dept. Washington City, Apr 27 1865

General—

Was Junius Brutus Booth put in Irons? The Secretary of War desires that he should not be ironed. He was sent to Old Capitol yesterday by direction of Sec. Of War, Your obedient Servant

H. L. Burnett


Provost and Judge Advocate


	BAKER	(1:26)


Col. L. C. Baker

War Dept. Washington City, Apr 27 1865


Colonel

Please send me at once fifty posters with likeness of Booth, Surratt and Herold and oblige.


Your obedient Servant

H. L. Burnett


Provost and Judge Advocate


	AUGUR	(1:26)


War Dept. Washington City, Apr 28 1865

General,

The Secretary of War directs that you will have Robert Kennell, the prisoner, herewith forwarded, confined in the Old Capitol, until further orders.


Your obedient Servant

H. L. Burnett


Provost and Judge Advocate


	BOWEN1	(1:27)


War Dept. Washington City, Apr 28 1865

S. J. Bowen P.M.

Washington D.C.

Sir,

Herewith I have the honor to return for mail, one hundred and sixty-six letters opened by direction of the Secretary of War.


Very Respectfully


Your obedient Servant

H. L. Burnett


Provost and Judge Advocate



1 Postmaster for the District of Columbia.


	COL. J. A. FOSTER	(1:27)


War Dept. Washington City, Apr 28 1865


Colonel

Please send me, at once, any facts that have come to your knowledge, in addition to those made in your report of April 23rd, in reference to the horses ridden by the assassins, also any additional facts that may have come to your knowledge in reference to the assassins or their accomplices.


Very Respectfully


Your obedient Servant

H. L. Burnett


Provost and Judge Advocate


	AUGUR	(1:27)


War Dept. Washington City, Apr 28 1865

General—The Secretary of War directs that the following articles, the property of Wm. Withers Jr.1 be sent to this office from Ford’s Theater.

One lot of music, one drum

Mr. Withers will designate the articles.


Very Respectfully


Your obedient Servant

H. L. Burnett


Provost and Judge Advocate



1 Orchestra leader at Ford’s Theatre.


	BARNES	(1:27)


War Dept. Washington City, Apr 28 1865

Brig. Genl. J. K. Barnes

Surgeon Genl. U.S.A.

General—

Enclosed I have the honor to send you a letter from Act. Asst. Surgeon, John A. Hall, Lincoln Hospital, the tone of which in regard to the late national calamity, seems very unbecoming anyone in the employ and pay of our government.


Very Respectfully


Your obedient Servant

H. L. Burnett


Provost and Judge Advocate


	AUGUR	(1:27)


War Dept. Washington City, Apr 28 1865


General

The Secretary of War directs that you send to this office, one bass violin the property of Louis Weber,—from Ford’s Theater.


Very Respectfully


Your obedient Servant

H. L. Burnett


Provost and Judge Advocate


	FOSTER	(1:27)


War Dept. Washington City, Apr 29 1865

Col.

The Secretary of War directs that all the evidence in your hands relating to the assassination be forwarded to this office today.

I have the honor to be


Very Respectfully


Your obedient Servant

H. L. Burnett


Provost and Judge Advocate


	BAKER	(1:28)


War Dept. Washington City, Apr 29 1865

Voided letter.


	SWEET	(1:28)


War Dept. Washington City, Apr 29 1865

Gen. B. T. Sweet


Commanding Post

Chicago, Ill.


General

Re-arrest Maughan, and hold him until further orders.

By Order of the Secretary of War.

H. L. Burnett

Brevet Co. and Judge Advocate


	AUGUR	(1:28)


War Dept. Washington City, Apr 29 1865


General

The Secretary of War directs that you will cause____[sic] Maddox, who resides between “E” and “F” on 12th St. and who had charge of the wardrobe at Ford’s Theatre,—to be arrested at once and sent to the Old Capitol.

Very Respectfully etc.

H. L. Burnett


Provost and Judge Advocate


	OLCOTT	(1:28)


War Dept. Washington City, Apr 29 1865

Col. H. S. Olcott


Special Commissioner

War Department, Washington

Colonel,

Having notified this Department that you have completed the duties assigned you in connection with the investigations of the assassination of the President, and the attempted assassination of Mr. Seward, the Secretary of War directs that you are hereby relieved from duty here, and that you return at once to your post at New York.1

The Secretary of War further directs me to say that the thanks of the Department are due and are hereby tendered to you for the faithful and efficient manner in which you have discharged your duties.


Very Respectfully Your obedient Servant

H. L. Burnett


Provost and Judge Advocate



1 Olcott’s role as an investigator (appointed by Stanton along with John A. Foster and H. H. Wells) was terminated, and he was sent to New York on April 29.


	BINGHAM	(1:28)


War Dept. Washington City, May 1st 1865

Hon. J. A. Bingham


Washington City

Dear Sir,

I have the honor to request that you will furnish me, as soon as possible any affidavits or statements that may be in your possession that have not yet been submitted to this office.

I desire in making up my brief abstract, that it shall be complete, and contain all the facts that have yet come to light in reference to the assassination.


Very Respectfully


Your obedient Servant

H. L. Burnett


Provost and Judge Advocate


	AUGUR	(1:29)


War Dept. Washington City, May 1st 1865

General,

Unless you have some special orders to the contrary, or have in your mind some controlling reason why it should not be done, I would recommend that Mrs. Holohan,1 under the personal inspection of an officer be permitted to take from the Surratt house her personal clothing, and that of the children.


Very Respectfully


Your obedient Servant

H. L. Burnett


Provost and Judge Advocate



1 Elizabeth Holohan, along with her husband John and children, boarded at Mary Surratt’s Washington house.


	BOWEN	(1:29)


War Dept. Washington City, May 1st 1865

S. J. Bowen, P.M.

Washington, D.C.

Sir,

Enclosed, I have the honor to forward to you, two hundred and ninety-six letters sent here for examination. They may be sent forward.


Very Respectfully


Your obedient Servant

H. L. Burnett


Provost and Judge Advocate

Per Albert Watson, Assistant


	MESSRS. FULLER, HAM & SHEPPARD	(1:29)


War Dept. Washington City, May 2nd 1865

Ham, Fuller, Ham & Sheppard

Chicago, Ill.

Gentlemen,

The necessary papers were sent to Mr. Courtney, Chicago, a week ago. If any additional papers are needed, he can obtain them by applying to the Adjutant General’s Office, Cincinnati, Ohio, Col. O. H. Hart.


Very Respectfully


Your obedient Servant

H. L. Burnett


Provost and Judge Advocate


	HOVEY	(1:29)


War Dept. Washington City, May 2nd 1865

Brevet Major Gen. A. P. Hovey


Commanding District of Indiana

Indianapolis, Ind.

General,

You will have the prisoners Bowles, Milligan and Horsey at once placed in irons.1 You will increase the guard over them and take every precaution necessary to prevent escape or rescue.

By Order of the Secretary of War

H. L. Burnett

Brevet Co. and Judge Advocate



1 The three men were tried by military tribunal on charges of attempting to overthrow the government of Indiana. Found guilty, they were sentenced to death by hanging. They were able to successfully appeal their case to the U.S. Supreme Court and were ordered released in what became known as Ex Parte Milligan.


	SCHOEPF	(1:29)


Genl. Schoepf2

War Dept. Washington City, May 3rd 1865


Fort Delaware

Send H. Von Steinecker,3 prisoner, and Sergeant Hall of Capt. Ahl’s Battery here immediately—Let there be no communication between them.

By Order of the Secretary of War

H. L. Burnett

Brevet Co. and Judge Advocate



2 General Albin Francisco Schoepf.

3 Henry Von Steinaker became the first prosecution witness at the trial. He claimed that he was present when Booth met with Confederate officers in Virginia who discussed Lincoln’s assassination. Von Steinaker’s testimony was the first in which the prosecution tried to link Booth to Confederate leaders.


	SCHOEPF	(1:30)


Genl. Schoepf

War Dept. Washington City, May 3rd 1865


Fort Delaware

Please report here on Saturday next. Answer.

By Order of the Secretary of War

H. L. Burnett

Brevet Co. and Judge Advocate


	MCPHAIL	(1:30)


War Dept. Washington City, May 3rd 1865

Baltimore, Md.

Sir,

One M. E. Marten in jail at Baltimore, is supposed to know something about the President’s assassination. Please examine and report.

By Order of the Secretary of War

H. L. Burnett

Brevet Co. and Judge Advocate


	RICHARDS	(1:30)


War Dept. Washington City, May 3rd 1865

Mr. Richards

Supt. Of Police

Washington, D.C.

The Sec of War directs that any testimony in your hands in regard to the late assassination be at once sent to this office.


Very Respectfully

I have the honor to be


Very respectfully


Your obedient Servant

H. L. Burnett

Bvt Col. and Judge Advocate


	BOWEN	(1:30)


War Dept. Washington City, May 4th 1865

S. J. Bowen, P.M.

Washington, D.C.

Sir,

Herewith I return fifty letters opened and examined by order of the Sec. of War.


Very Respectfully


Your obedient Servant

H. L. Burnett


Provost and Judge Advocate

Per Albert Watson, Assistant


	BAKER	(1:30)


War Dept. Washington City, May 4th 1865

Col. L. C. Baker


Agent War Dept

Colonel,

The Sec of War directs that you take the necessary steps to arrest one DeWyvle of St. Charles Co. Md. Supposed to be implicated in the late assassination. You will search premises and bring letters found to this office. Brooke Stabler, Howard’s Livery Stable can probably give information as to whereabouts of Wyvle.


Very Respectfully


Your obedient Servant

H. L. Burnett


Provost and Judge Advocate


	INGRAHAM	(1:30)


War Dept. Washington City, May 4th 1865

Col. T. Ingraham

Provost Marshal, D.C.

Col. The Sec of War directs that you send to this office as speedily as possible Lewis J. Wiechmann and Capt. Saml. Cox confined in Old Capitol. Also that you send at once to Surrattsville, or near there and arrest one Nothey and one Capt. Samuel Gwinn1 sending them to this office. Search to be made of the premises and letters brought.


Very Respectfully


Your obedient Servant

H. L. Burnett


Provost and Judge Advocate



1 John Nothey and Bennett Gwynn (not Samuel Gwynn) were interrogated concerning Mary Surratt. Her trips to Surrattsville on April 11 and 14 were ostensibly to collect a debt owed her by Nothey. On both occasions she did not meet with Nothey but did visit with Gwynn. The government claimed that both trips were to alert John Lloyd, proprietor of the Surratt Tavern, to have the guns and other items ready for pickup on the evening of April 14.


	MCPHAIL	(1:31)


J. L. McPhail

U.S. Marshal, Baltimore

You will bring to this city on Monday morning the 8th instant the persons whose names have this day been handed you.

By Order of the Secretary of War

H. L. Burnett

Brevet Co. and Judge Advocate


	MURRAY	(1:31)


War Dept. Washington City, May 6th 1865

Robt Murray Esq.

Marshal etc.

The Secy of War directs that you will go or send two good reliable men to Charlestown Va. to execute verbal instructions this day given you.


Very Respectfully


Your obedient Servant

H. L. Burnett


Provost and Judge Advocate


	HANCOCK	(1:31)


War Dept. Washington City, May 6th 1865

Maj. Gen. Hancock


Comdg Middle Division

Washington, D.C.

General,

You will have the prisoner Jett,1 now confined at Penitentiary, this city, sent to Col Burnett, War Department, for examination.

Edward M. Stanton

Sec. Of War



1 Confederate private William “Willie” Jett, one of three soldiers who accompanied Booth and Herold across the Rappahannock River.


	BAKER	(1:31)


War Dept. Washington City, May 6th 1865

Col. Baker

Agent, War Department


Washington


Colonel

Bring Mr. Birch, his brother, sister and mother or wife, who heard the whistling on the night of the 14th to this Dept for examination.

Residence 335, “F” St. near Theatre,

Also W. A. Book Mass. Ave. between 9th and 10th St.

By Order of the Secretary of War

H. L. Burnett

Brevet Co. and Judge Advocate


	BOWEN	(1:31)


War Dept. Washington City, May 6th 1865

S. J. Bowen, P.M.

Washington, D.C.

Sir, enclosed I have the honor to return five hundred letters, (Canada) opened and examined by Order of Sec. Of War.


Very Respectfully


Your obedient Servant

H. L. Burnett


Provost and Judge Advocate


	INGRAHAM	(1:31)


War Dept. Washington City, May 5th 1865

Col T. Ingraham

Provost Marshal Etc.

Washington D.C.

Please send either by telegraph or messenger for Squire Gardiner,1 who lives near Dr. Mudd’s, near Bryantown, Maryland. Have him here on Monday.

Very Respectfully,


Your obt Serv

H. L. Burnett


Judge Advocate



1 Booth purchased from Squire Gardiner the “one-eye” horse that Powell used the night of the assassination.


	AUGUR	(1:32)


War Dept. Washington City, May 7th 1865

General—

It was not the intention to have Mr. Gardner imprisoned. He was brought here as a witness, and was last night sent to Carroll Prison. Please have him released, paroled to the limits of the city, and ordered to report to me at 10 A.M. tomorrow.

By Order of the Secretary of War

H. L. Burnett

Brevet Co. and Judge Advocate


	AUGUR	(1:32)


War Dept. Washington City, May 7th 1865

General—

The Secy of War directs that you will order Col. Wells, Prov. Mar. etc. to report here in person at once.

By Order of the Secretary of War

H. L. Burnett

Brevet Co. and Judge Advocate


	HANCOCK	(1:32)


War Dept. Washington City, May 8th 1865


Major Gen Hancock


Commanding Middle Division

General—I learn that you have maps of Prince George, St. Mary’s & Charles Counties. Md.

Having searched in vain through the city for a map on which I could trace the route of the assassins, and such a map being much needed in the investigations in which I am engaged, I shall be obliged if you can accommodate me with one.

By Order of the Secretary of War

H. L. Burnett

Brevet Co. and Judge Advocate


	WELLS	(1:32)


War Dept. Washington City, May 8th 1865

Col H. H. Wells


Washington


Sir

Please find and send me a boy called Slackman1 or Bushman connected with Ford’s Theater and the man Jake, the carpenter2 at the Theater referred to by the boy Slackman in his statement to James P. Ferguson. Please attend to this at once.

By Order of the Secretary of War

H. L. Burnett

Brevet Col. and Judge Advocate



1 Burnett is referring to John F. Sleichmann, who was an employee of John Ford and was an assistant to James Maddox, the property manager. Sleichmann appeared as a prosecution witness and described the events behind the theater when Booth arrived around 9:00 the night of the assassination (PW, Poore I:216, Pitman 73).

2 Jacob Ritterspaugh, who worked at Ford’s Theatre as a carpenter and came under suspicion as an accomplice of Booth (PW, Poore II:32, 460, Pitman 97, 97; DW, Spangler, Poore III:49, Pitman 107).


	INGRAHAM	(1:32)


Col. T. Ingraham

Provost Marshal etc.


Washington

Sir,

Please send Samuel K. Chester,1 now in the Old Capitol, to my office, at once.

Very Respectfully,


Your obt Serv

H. L. Burnett


Judge Advocate



1 Chester, an actor and close friend of Booth, was unsuccessfully recruited by Booth to join his kidnap conspiracy. Chester testified on behalf of the prosecution.


	BAKER	(1:32)


War Dept. Washington City, May 8th 1865

Col. L. C. Baker

Sir,

Please hunt up and send to me here the man Ficklin,2 in whose possession the whistle was found.

Very Respectfully,


Your obt Serv

H. L. Burnett


Judge Advocate



2 Benjamin F. Ficklin, Confederate commissary agent and blockade-runner.


	BAKER	(1:33)


War Dept. Washington City, May 9th 1865

Col. L. C. Baker

Sir,

The Secretary of War directs that you will find at once and send to this office, a man named Slackman—the property man or scene shifter at Ford’s Theatre; also a man named Jake, a carpenter at the same place. He directs that the boy Peanuts be placed in confinement in some comfortable place that he may be forthcoming when wanted. Peanuts can give some information as to where Slackman and Jake may be found.3

Very Respectfully,


Your obt Serv

H. L. Burnett


Judge Advocate



3 John “Peanuts” Burroughs and Jacob Ritterspaugh.


	JOHNSON	(1:33)


May 9, 1865

Hon. Reverdy Johnson


Washington City

Sir,

Mrs. Mary E. Surratt, now on trial before a Military Commission in this city, had expressed a desire to secure your services as her counsel. By applying at this office, you can procure a pass to see her.1

Very Respectfully,


Your obt Serv

H. L. Burnett


Judge Advocate



1 Reverdy Johnson accepts representation but after the opening few weeks of the trial turns the court representation over to two young associates, John Clampitt and Frederick A. Aiken.


	STONE	(1:33)


War Dept. Washington City, May 9th 1865

Mr. Fredk Stone

Washington D.C.


Sir

David E. Herold, one of the prisoners now on trial before a Military Commission in this city, has expressed a desire to employ you as his counsel. By reporting at this office, you can procure a pass to see him. Please attend to this matter at once.2

Very Respectfully,


Your obt Serv

H. L. Burnett


Judge Advocate



2 Frederick Stone, an attorney from Charles County, Maryland, agrees to represent David Herold as well as Samuel Mudd.


	WOOD	(1:33)


War Dept. Washington City, May 9th 1865

Supt. W. S. Wood


Old Capitol

Let the prisoner Wm. B. Donaldson be discharged.

By Order of the Secretary of War

H. L. Burnett

Brevet Co. and Judge Advocate


	KIRBY	(1:33)


War Dept. Washington City, May 9th 1865

Mr. Wm Wallace Kirby1


Washington City

Mrs. Mary E. Surratt, now on trial before a Military Commission in this city, had expressed a desire to secure your services as her counsel. By applying at this office, you can procure a pass to see her. Answer.

Very Respectfully,


Your obt Serv

H. L. Burnett


Judge Advocate



1 William Wallace Kirby was a neighbor and close friend of Mary Surratt. He declined explaining that he was not an attorney.


	GILBERT	(1:34)


War Dept. Washington City, May 9th 1865

Mr. J. J. Gilbert


Press Office

Philadelphia, Pa.

No other Phonographic Reporter is needed at present.2

H. L. Burnett


Judge Advocate



2 Ben Pitman was hired to supervise the four court recorders. The system employed was a form of shorthand invented by Pitman’s brother Isaac.


	MUDD	(1:34)


War Dept. Washington City, May 9th 1865

Dr. Geo. D. Mudd3

Bryantown Md.

Sir,

Dr. Samuel Mudd now on trial before a Military Commission in this city has expressed a desire to the commission to secure your services as his counsel. By applying at this office you can procure a pass. Answer.

Very Respectfully,


Your obt Serv

H. L. Burnett


Judge Advocate



3 George Dyer Mudd was an older cousin of Samuel Mudd. Like Mudd, George was a physician, not an attorney.


	TAYLOR	(1:34)


War Dept. Washington City, May 9th 1865

Col. Taylor

Headquarters Gen. Auger


Colonel

Please send an orderly with the accompanying letter to Bryantown.

Very Respectfully,


Your obt Serv

H. L. Burnett


Judge Advocate


	MORGAN	(1:34)


War Dept. Washington City, May 9th 1865

Dr. Morgan1

Maryland Ave. & Va. Long Bridge


Washington


Sir

Samuel Mudd, now on trial before a Military Commission in this city has expressed a desire to see you in reference to employment of counsel. Please attend to this matter at once. By reporting at this office you can procure a pass.

Very Respectfully,


Your obt Serv

H. L. Burnett


Judge Advocate



1 Dr. Morgan was a physician, not an attorney.


	BRADLEY	(1:34)


War Dept. Washington City, May 9th 1865

Mr. Joseph Bradley2

Washington D.C.

Sir,

David E. Herold, now on trial before a Military Commission in this city, has expressed a desire to employ you as his counsel. By reporting at this office you can procure a pass to see him. Please attend to this matter at once.

Very Respectfully,


Your obt Serv

H. L. Burnett


Judge Advocate



2 Bradley, a well-known and respected attorney from Montgomery County, Maryland, declined to represent Herold. Two years later Bradley agreed to represent John Surratt in Surratt’s trial in civil court.


	BAKER	(1:35)


War Dept. Washington City, May 9th 1865

Col. L. C. Baker

Agent War Dept.

I am anxious to have brought here, as soon as possible, a man by the name of Wallace. Said to be a sporting man, and often found at the billiard saloon over Grove’s Theatre. He is about 5 feet 6 inches, dark hair and moustache.

Very Respectfully,


Your obt Serv

H. H. Wells

Col. And Pro. M. Genl.


	LUDDINGTON	(1:35)


War Dept. Washington City, May 9th 1865

Col. Luddington

Chief Quartermaster’s Dept.

Washington, D.C.


Colonel

Please order a Spring Wagon to report to me tomorrow morning (Wednesday) at 9 o’clock, to be subject to my orders during the continuance of the trials now in progress before a Military Commission in this city.

Very Respectfully,


Your obt Serv

H. L. Burnett


Judge Advocate


	CARLISLE	(1:35)


War Dept. Washington City, May 9th 1865

James M. Carlisle Esq.

Washington D.C.

Sir,

David E. Herold, one of the prisoners now on trial before a Military Commission in this city, has expressed a desire to employ you as his counsel.1 By reporting at this office you can procure a pass to see him. Please attend to the matter at once.

Very Respectfully,


Your obt Serv

H. L. Burnett


Judge Advocate



1 James M. Carlisle, a Washington attorney, refused to take the Oath of Allegiance and was barred from practice in the Washington courts. His practice was limited to the Supreme Court, which did not require the oath. The oath was required in all military courts.


	CLARK	(1:35)


War Dept. Washington City, May 10th 1865

Henry A. Clark Esq.1

Washington D.C.

Sir,

Dr. Mudd, now on trial before the military commission in this city, desires to secure your services as his counsel. Will you so act? If yea you can procure a pass to see him, by applying at this office.

Very Respectfully,


Your obt Serv

H. L. Burnett


Judge Advocate



1 Henry Alexander Clark, a cousin of Samuel Mudd, was not an attorney.


	BAKER	(1:35)


War Dept. Washington City, May 10th 1865

Col. L. C. Baker


Sir

Be so good as to send here, two men, intelligent and discretional, to be subject to orders at this office and to be used in sending for parties information and papers.

Very Respectfully,


Your obt Serv

H. H. Wells

Col. & Pro. M Genl.


Defences South of Potomac


	BAKER	(1:35)


War Dept. Washington City, May 10th 1865

Col. L. C. Baker

Will you please cause to be made up and sent to his office (No 31 War Dept 2nd floor) a complete list of persons committed to the Old Capitol by you in connection with the late assassination.

Very Respectfully,


Your obt Serv

H. H. Wells

Col. & Pro. M Genl.


Defences South of Potomac


	BURNETT	(1:36)



War

Col. H. L. Burnett

Bvt Col. & Judge Advocate


Sir

Mr. Stone,1 referred to in the communication yesterday, whose presence was required as counsel, is now here, and wishes to appear as counsel for Cox, Mudd and Jones;2 he can be found at the National Hotel.

Very Respectfully,


Your obt Serv

H. H. Wells

Col. & Pro. M Genl.


Defences South of Potomac



1 Frederick Stone, a prominent Charles County attorney, agreed to represent Samuel Mudd as co-counsel with Thomas Ewing Jr.

2 Samuel Cox, Samuel Mudd, and Thomas Jones.


	BAKER	(1:36)


War Dept. Washington City, May 10th 1865

Col. L. C. Baker


Agent War Dept

Sir,

You will please arrest and bring here a man and woman living at the house of Mr. Lloyd, Surrattsville, at once. Their names are not now remembered, but can be furnished by Mr. Roby. They are the same parties mentioned in his letter, received day before yesterday by Maj. Gen. Augur.

Very Respectfully,


Your obt Serv

H. H. Wells

Col. & Pro. M Genl.


Defences South of Potomac


	INGRAHAM	(1:36)


War Dept. Washington City, May 10th 1865

Col. Thomas Ingraham

Pro. Marshal General of the

Defences of the Army of the Potomac


Sir

With this, I have the honor to forward Francis Tumblety,1 a prisoner charged with complicity with the assassination, whom you will keep safely in the Old Capitol, till further orders.

Very Respectfully,


Your obt Serv

H. H. Wells

Col. & Pro. M Genl.



1 Tumblety was mistakenly confused with Dr. Luke Pryor Blackburn.


	JOHNSON	(1:36)


War Dept. Washington City, May 10th 1865

Hon. Reverdy Johnson Washington City

Sir,

By direction of Brevet Col. H. L. Burnett, Judge Advocate, I am authorized to say that a letter, of which the following is a copy, was sent to you yesterday, but on learning that you were not at home, was forwarded to Baltimore in the shape of a telegram.


Very respectfully


Your Obt Svt

D. F. Murphy

[Enclosed copy of letter on page 81 pressed copy book and page 24 of this Record Book.]


	GRANT	(1:37)


War Dept. Washington City, May 10th 1865

Lieut. Gen. U. S. Grant

Comdg Armies of the U.S.

Washington, D.C.

General—

I have the honor to request that you will be at the court-room tomorrow at 2 o’clock P.M. as a witness2 in the cases now on trial before the Military Commission, of which Major General Hunter is President. The Commission is holding its sessions at the Penitentiary near the Arsenal in this city.



2 General Ulysses S. Grant appeared as a prosecution witness on Friday, May 12 (PW, Poore 1:37, Pitman 37).

Very Respectfully,


Your obt Serv

H. L. Burnett

Brv. Col. & Judge Advocate


	DEVLIN	(1:37)


War Dept. Washington City, May 10th 1865

Mr. Devlin

Attorney at Law from Canada1

Washington D.C.


Sir

Will you please be at the court room in the Penitentiary Building near the Arsenal in this city, tomorrow morning at 10:30 as a witness.


Your obt Serv

H. L. Burnett

Brv. Col. & Judge Advocate



1 Devlin was a Montreal criminal attorney who represented the United Sates during the Canadian trial of the St. Albans raiders. Devlin did not testify during the conspiracy trial.


	BAKER	(1:37)


War Dept. Washington City, May 10th 1865

Col. L. C. Baker


Sir

Can you have at the court room penitentiary at 10 o’clock tomorrow morning (Thursday) all the persons who found or took from Booth’s person, or who know anything of the drafts on the Ontario Bank, Montreal Branch.2 Answer at once by order of the Secretary of War.

Very Respectfully,


Your obt Serv

H. L. Burnett

Brv. Col. & Judge Advocate



2 A bill of exchange from the Ontario Bank in Montreal for sixty-one pounds and change was found on Booth’s body at the time of his death at the Garrett farm in Virginia. Booth purchased the bill at the time of his visit to Montreal in October 1864.


	BAKER	(1:37)


War Dept. Washington City, May 10th 1865

Col. L. C. Baker


Sir

I wish you would procure a carriage or some other kind of conveyance and see that Mrs. Hudspeth,1 now at Willard’s is at the court room at 10 o’clock tomorrow morning. Answer.

Very Respectfully,


Your obt Serv

H. L. Burnett

Brv. Col. & Judge Advocate



1 Mary Hudspeth, who testified at the trial to finding a letter that alluded to Lincoln’s assassination (PW, Poore 1:25, Pitman 39).


	DANA	(1:37)


War Dept. Washington City, May 10th 1865

Hon. C. H. Dana


Asst Secretary of War

I have the honor to enquire whether you can send to my office, tomorrow morning by half past eight o’clock, detective Montgomery,2 or inform me where he can be found.

Very Respectfully,


Your obt Serv

H. L. Burnett

Brv. Col. & Judge Advocate



2 Richard Montgomery, one of three witnesses (the other two were James B. Merritt and Charles A. Dunham, alias Sandford Conover) who gave false testimony at the trial claiming involvement of Confederate officials in Lincoln’s assassination.


	TAYLOR	(1:37)


War Dept. Washington City, May 11th 1865

Col. J. H. Taylor

Chief of Staff & AAG

Sir,

It becomes necessary to send messages and communications to distant parts of the city, too far for foot orders. I respectfully request that two mounted orderlies may be sent to report to me, Room 31.

Very Respectfully,


Your obt Serv

H. H. Wells

Col. & Pro. M Genl


	O’BEIRNE	(1:38)


War Dept. Washington City, May 10th 1865

Maj. James R. O’Beirne

Provost Marshal, Dist of Columbia


Sir

Can you send to the court penitentiary tomorrow morning by 11 o’clock, the person who made the search of Atzerodt’s room at the Kirkwood House, and who can identify the Bank Book taken from that room. Also the person who made the search of Booth’s room and found the secret cipher letter of the Confederate States Army. Answer at once by order of the Secretary of War.1

Very Respectfully,


Your obt Serv

H. L. Burnett

Brv. Col. & Judge Advocate



1 Detective John Lee, of Provost Marshal James O’Beirne’s staff, found Booth’s bank book from the Ontario Bank in Montreal in Atzerodt’s room at the Kirkwood House on Saturday, April 15. Lieutenant William H. Tyrrell, a member of Provost Marshal Timothy Ingraham’s staff, searched Booth’s room 228 at the National Hotel.


	HOLT	(1:38)


War Dept. Washington City, May 11th 1865

Brig. Gen. J. Holt


Judge Advocate General

Genl.,

Hon. Reverdy Johnson has just called here and says that he desires a pass to see Mrs. Surratt, with a view of determining whether he will undertake to act as her counsel or not. He is waiting an answer which I have undertaken to forward to him.2

Very Respectfully,


Your obt Serv

H. H. Wells

Col. & Pro. M Genl



2 Maryland senator Reverdy Johnson met with Mary Surratt in her cell on May 11. He agreed to serve as her counsel along with Frederick A. Aiken and John W. Clampitt.


	AUGUR	(1:38)


War Dept. Washington City, May 11th 1865

Maj. Gen. C. C. Augur


Comdg Dept of Washington


General

I have examined Mrs. Anderson and taken her statement—it is somewhat indefinite but it seems that Mrs. Rosin and her family who live at No. 134 Fayette Street, Baltimore, are strong secessionists, and on Saturday after the assassination of the President, were rejoicing over his murder—her son, George Rosin, left home sometime during the prior week—came to Washington and returned on Saturday after the murder. Ned Small, who is an associate of Rosin’s, was also in Washington at the time of the assassination, and said on Saturday following it, that he was in the theatre at the time the President was shot.

I respectfully recommend, that the substance of this information, be put in trusty hands at Baltimore, for immediate and thorough investigation—especially in relation to the whereabouts of Rosin and Small; the exact time when they came to Washington, where they staid, and who associated with them.

It also appears from her statement that Rosin and Small, were both associates of Booth and Arnold.

Very Respectfully,


Your obt Serv

H. H. Wells

Col. & Pro. M Genl


	JOHNSON	(1:38)


War Dept. Washington City, May 11th 1865

Hon. Reverdy Johnson

U. S. Senator

Sir,

I have the honor to forward request from Judge Holt, Judge Advocate General, on Maj. Genl. Hancock for pass, for yourself to visit Mrs. Surratt, as early as convenient, as the court is now waiting for counsel to appear.

Maj. Gen. Hancock’s headquarter are in Winders building near the War Department.

I have the honor to remain

Very Respectfully,


Your obt Serv

H. H. Wells

Col. & Pro. M Genl


	YOUNG	(1:39)


War Dept. Washington City, May 11th 1865


John Young


Chief of the New York


Detective Police

Sir,

It appears by the statement of two women in Baltimore, named Branson, that one of them met Louis Payne, alias, Louis Powell,1 alias, Jim Moore, at Gettysburg, after the battle. She supposed, as she says, that he was a Doctor in the hospital, and passed by the name of Powell, that he called upon her in Baltimore, about the middle of Jan’y last, and boarded in her mother’s house.2 That she visited with him, called on various persons in Baltimore; that when she first saw him, she thinks he was in Federal uniform,—that from his conversation in Baltimore, she had reason to suspect that he belonged to Mosby’s guerrilla command he also said to her that he had been with Harry Gilmore,—that he was arrested by Lieut. Col. Wooley, in Baltimore, on the 13th of March for disloyalty; was examined and released on the 14th and took the oath of allegiance (you will remember the oath); that she stated at the time the Payne case was under examination, that he had never been north, and now admits that she knew that statement to be false when she made it. She also says that he went to New York almost immediately after his release. He wrote to her from the Revere House, New York, she replied to the letter but received no further answer. From memorandums at the National Hotel, it appears that Booth must have been in New York, somewhere from the 20th to the 25th of March.

I suggest that with these facts before you, you make thorough investigation and inquire in relation to Payne’s being at the Revere House, and as to the parties he met there and whether Booth was not there meeting him and also Surratt and it seems that Surratt went to New York about the same time. What is necessary to be done will occur to your mind more readily than I can suggest it.

Very Respectfully,


Your obt Serv

H. H. Wells

Col. & Pro. M Genl



1 Powell was known throughout the trial by the alias he used in signing his Oath of Allegiance: Lewis Paine or Payne. While Wells acknowledges the name Powell, it does not become generally known that this is Powell’s true name until the trial is half over.

2 The two women were Margaret Branson and her daughter, Maggie Branson. Maggie worked as a nurse in Gettysburg where she met Powell, who also worked as a nurse. The Branson’s were Confederate sympathizers who ran a boardinghouse in Baltimore.


	INGRAHAM	(1:39)


War Dept. Washington City, May 11th 1865

Col. T. Ingraham

Pro. Marshal etc.

Washington D.C.

Sir,

Please send here by tomorrow morning at 9 o’clock, Lieut. Cavanaugh, Co. M. 16th N.Y. Cavalry, Room 31.

Very Respectfully,


Your obt Serv

H. H. Wells

Col. & Pro. M Genl


Defences South of Potomac


	INGRAHAM	(1:39)


War Dept. Washington City, May 11th 1865

Col. T. Ingraham

Pro. Marshal etc.

Washington D.C.

With this, I send you two prisoners, Frank R. Montgomery and Jim Montgomery to be kept safely in custody until tomorrow morning when you will please send them here by 9 o’clock with Lieut. Cavanaugh.

Very Respectfully,


Your obt Serv

H. H. Wells

Col. & Pro. M Genl


	TAYLOR	(1:39)


War Dept. Washington City, May 12th, 1865 Col. Taylor Staff of Genl. Augur

Colonel, Will you please have one Joseph T. Knott at the Old Capitol, sent to Room 31, 2nd floor War Dept. for examination, and oblige, Very Respectfully,


Your obt Serv

H. H. Wells

Col. & Pro. M Genl


	BAKER	(1:40)


War Dept. Washington City, May 13th, 1865

Colonel,

Enclosed please find summons for witnesses


	J. Simms	Washington,	D.C.
	John Morrison (or Miles)	"	"
	Peter Tattabull	"	"
	James P. Ferguson	"	"


The Secretary of War directs you to have the persons therein named at the court room this morning at 10 o’clock, or as soon thereafter as possible.1

Very Respectfully,


Your obt Serv

H. L. Burnett

Brv. Col. & Judge Advocate



1 Joseph Simms, John Miles, Peter Taltavul, and James P. Ferguson all testified for the prosecution on May 15. All four men testified to Booth’s actions around the theater on the day and evening of the assassination. Joseph Simms (PW, Poore I:205, 413, Pitman 80, 81). John Miles (PW, Poore I:209, Pitman 81). Peter Taltavul (PW, Poore I:179, Pitman 72). James P. Ferguson (PW, Poore I:189, Pitman 76; DW, Poore II:537, Pitman 106).


	LOVELL	(1:40)


War Dept. Washington City, May 13th, 1865

Lt. Col. C. S. Lovell

Madison, Wis.

Colonel;

You will instruct Capt. C. S. Hamilton, Pro. Mar. of 4th Dist of Wis. to have Lieut. O. R. Potter, late Regt. QM 14th Wis. Vols. make a full written statement as to what Mr. Larche said on the 14th of April, with all the attendant circumstances, and have the same forwarded to this office at once. The conversation related to the assassination of the Prest.

Very Respectfully,


Your obt Serv

H. H. Wells

Col. & Pro. M Genl


	AUGUR	(1:40)


War Dept. Washington City, May 16th, 1865


Major General Augur

Comd’g Dept. of Washington

General,

Please have the prisoner Hiram C. Harmon now confined at Old Capitol, sent to Commission rooms at AY at 2 o’clock today.1 By order of the Secretary of War.

H. L. Burnett,

Bvt Co. and Judge Advocate



1 Harmon did not testify.


	WOOD	(1:40)


War Dept. Washington City, May 16th, 1865

Supt. Wood


Old Capitol Prison

Washington D.C.

Please have at the court room tomorrow morning at ten o’clock the following named persons. W. S. Bryant, Wm Lucas, and Wm Rollins.2

Very Respectfully,


Your obt Serv

H. L. Burnett

Brv. Col. & Judge Advocate



2 William L. Bryant, William Lucas, and William Rollins. All three provided aid to Booth and Herold as they moved from the Virginia shore of the Potomac River to the Rappahannock River at Port Conway, Virginia. They were not asked to testify.


	WOOLEY	(1:40)


War Dept. Washington City, May 15th, 1865

Lieut. Col. J. Wooley


Provost Marshal

Baltimore Md.

The notes of Col. Foster do not show that Raybold3 stated anything about taking the screws out of the lock on the President’s box; nor anything in relation to Booth.

Please have this statement taken carefully at once and forwarded.

By order Secy of War.

H. H. Wells

Col. & Pro. M Genl



3 Thomas Raybold worked as a “site manager” for Ford’s Theatre. He testified to breaking the lock on door 8 of the Presidential Box five weeks before the assassination and forgetting to notify James Gifford, the chief carpenter (DW, Spangler, Poore III:29, 159, Pitman 109, 111).


	BAKER	(1:40)


War Dept. Washington City, May 17th, 1865

Col. L. C. Baker Agent War Dept

Colonel;

Have you heard anything as yet from Lieut. Dana?1 Please find Lieut Canen 14th Penn Vols who boards at the Pennsylvania House, and have him at my office at 8:30 A.M. tomorrow.

Very Respectfully,


Your obt Serv

H. L. Burnett

Brv. Col. & Judge Advocate



1 Lieutenant David Dana was in command of the troops from the 13th New York Cavalry that set up headquarters in Bryantown and searched for Booth and Herold.


	BAKER	(1:41)


War Dept. Washington City, May 17th, 1865

Col. L. C. Baker

Agent War Dept.

Col.

Will you please send here by half past eight tomorrow morning the detective who had the conversation with Dr. Mudd before the assassination. You will know which one I mean when I tell you the detective was charged with being a little “marked.”2

Very Respectfully,


Your obt Serv

H. L. Burnett

Brv. Col. & Judge Advocate



2 The detective may possibly be Captain John D. Johnson. On August 31, 1863, five Mudd family slaves escaped to Washington, where they gave statements to the provost marshal accusing Samuel Mudd and his younger brother Henry of being part of a slave-capturing posse (known as Paddy-rollers) and sending runaway slaves to Richmond to work in the defenses surrounding that city. The provost marshal sent Johnson to Charles County to investigate the charges. Johnson filed his report stating that the Mudds were within their rights enforcing the Fugitive Slave Act that was still in effect in Maryland.


	WOOD	(1:41)


War Dept. Washington City, May 17th 1865

Supt. W. S. Wood


Old Capitol

Washington D. C.

Please send to Judge Holt’s office tomorrow morning by half past eight o’clock, the prisoner Louis J. Wiechmann.1

Very Respectfully,


Your obt Serv

H. L. Burnett

Brv. Col. & Judge Advocate



1 Wiechmann had testified as a prosecution witness on May 13. He was recalled on May 18 and again on May 19.


	WOOD	(1:41)


War Dept. Washington City, May 17th 1865

Supt. W. S. Wood


Old Capitol

Washington D. C.

By direction of the Secretary of War you will send Messrs Gifford and Maddox to General Holt’s office, by half past eight tomorrow morning.2

Very Respectfully,


Your obt Serv

H. L. Burnett

Brv. Col. & Judge Advocate



2 James Gifford was called as a prosecution witness on May 19. James Maddox was not called to the stand until May 22.


	KELLER	(1:41)


War Dept. Washington City, May 17th 1865

Mr. Keller

8th Street above Ave.

Sir,

Please report to my office tomorrow morning, by half past nine o’clock.

Very Respectfully,


Your obt Serv

H. L. Burnett

Brv. Col. & Judge Advocate


	BAKER	(1:41)


War Dept. Washington City, May 17th 1865

Col. L. C. Baker

Agent War Dept.

Sir,

Please have the within subpoenas served, having the persons receipt them on the back of the envelopes, and return the receipts to me.

Very Respectfully,


Your obt Serv

H. L. Burnett

Brv. Col. & Judge Advocate


	POTTER	(1:41)


War Dept. Washington City, May 18th 1865


John Potter

Consul Genl, Montreal Canada

You will please see A.M Ross M.D., Toronto and get from him all information you can concerning the facts referred to in his letter to the Sec’y of War, of May 11th 1865.1 Also the name, whereabouts of the person who received the letters signed “Booth” or any information that will aid in finding his name. By direction of the Sec’y of War H. H. Wells

Col. & Pro. M Genl



1 See A. M. Ross, MD (2:1041–44).


	INGRAHAM	(1:42)


War Dept. Washington City, May 18th 1865

Col. T. Ingraham

Prov. Mar. Def. N. of Potomac


Colonel

I have the honor to inquire whether a pistol, a lot of letters, and $27 were turned over by Col. Wooley of Balt. With the prisoner Sam B. Arnold, to Capt Potts, or to any one connected with your office. Will you please send answer to Room 31, War Dept. and oblige.

Very Respectfully,


Your obt Serv

H. L. Burnett

Brv. Col. & Judge Advocate


	HANCOCK	(1:42)


War Dept. Washington City, May 18th 1865

Major General W. S. Hancock

Comd’g Middle Department

Washington D.C.

General;

I have the honor to state that the corporal and four men detailed as my escort report their horses given out. Will you please cause a new detail to be made and oblige.1

Very Respectfully,


Your obt Serv

H. L. Burnett

Brv. Col. & Judge Advocate



1 Hancock, as commander of the Middle Military Department, was responsible for all military matters relating to the military trial of the Lincoln conspirators.


	AUGUR	(1:42)


War Dept. Washington City, May 18th 1865

Major General C. C. Auger Comd’g Dept of Washington

General,

I have the honor to request that two mounted orderlies be detailed immediately for duty at this office.

Very Respectfully,


Your obt Serv

H. L. Burnett

Brv. Col. & Judge Advocate


	INGRAM	(1:42)


War Dept. Washington City, May 18th 1865

Col. T. Ingram

P.M.G. Def N of Potomac

Colonel,

Please confine the prisoner sent herewith—Richard Williams, in some safe place until tomorrow morning, and then return him to this office under guard.


Very respectfully


Your obdt servt

H. H. Wells

Col. & Pro. M Genl


	AUGUR	(1:42)


War Dept. Washington City, May 20th 1865

Major General C. C. Auger

Comd’g Dept of Washington

General,

I. B. Tarr, now in Old Cap. Prison, is not in any way connected with the Booth conspiracy, but is a loyal man. He was forwarded by Lt. Machesney, Act. Pro Mar, Fort Ethan Allen, as I think a mistake, and recommend that he be discharged. I have the honor to remain General Your obt Serv

H. L. Burnett

Brv. Col. & Judge Advocate


	BAKER	(1:42)


War Dept. Washington City, May 22nd 1865

Col. L. C. Baker

Agent War Dept.

Colonel,

Please have the subpoenas sent herewith forwarded to their proper destination & receipts returned.

Very Respectfully,


Your obt Serv

H. L. Burnett

Brv. Col. & Judge Advocate


	AUGUR	(1:43)


War Dept. Washington City, May 22nd 1865

Major General C. C. Auger

Comd’g Dept of Washington

General,

Please have the subpoenas sent herewith, forwarded their proper destination & receipts returned.


	STANTON	(1:43)


War Dept. Washington City, May 26th 1865

Hon. E. M. Stanton


Secretary of War

Sir,

I have the honor to recommend the release from custody of F. Tumblety, prisoner now at the Old Capitol.

Very Respectfully,


Your obt Serv

H. L. Burnett

Brv. Col. & Judge Advocate


	AUGUR	(1:43)


War Dept. Washington City, May 26th 1865

Major Genl, C. C. Auger

Comd’g Dept. of Washington

General,

The Secretary of War directs that John Seleckman now prisoner at the Old Capitol be released at once.

Very Respectfully,


Your obt Serv

H. L. Burnett

Brv. Col. & Judge Advocate


	AUGUR	(1:43)


War Dept. Washington City, May 26th 1865

Major General C. C. Augur

Comd’g Dept of Washington

General,

Please furnish Mr. Thomas Shankland a pass to visit the premises of Mr. Green’s, and to examine them and make such arrangements to preserve the garden and fruit as he may think necessary, under your direction, not disturbing the house, or making any changes about the premises of a permanent character.

Very Respectfully,


Your obt Serv

H. L. Burnett

Brv. Col. & Judge Advocate


	STANTON	(1:43)


War Dept. Washington City, May 26th 1865

Hon. E. M. Stanton


Secretary of War

Sir,

I have the honor to recommend the release of Hartman Richter now a prisoner at the Old Capitol. He was arrested by the same forces that arrested George A. Atzerodt, for the following reasons; 1st He was a brother-in-law of Atzerodt’s

2nd Atzerodt was found at his house, and

3rd When asked whether a man by the name of Atwood (the name by which Atzerodt was generally known in that neighborhood) was at his house, denied it.

These facts, taken together, were of so suspicious a character that the officer felt warranted in arresting him and bringing him to this city.

Subsequent developments have, I think, shown that this man was in no way connected with, or had knowledge of, the assassination; and his previous good character and loyalty are testified to by Marshal McPhail and others, undoubted citizens of Baltimore and his neighborhood.

Very Respectfully,


Your obt Serv

H. L. Burnett

Brv. Col. & Judge Advocate


	AUGUR	(1:44)


War Dept. Washington City, May 27th 1865

Major General C. C. Augur

Comd’g Dept of Washington

General,

Please have the subpoenas sent herewith, served and the parties at the court room near Arsenal, at 12 o’clock M. today.

Very Respectfully,


Your obt Serv

H. L. Burnett

Brv. Col. & Judge Advocate


	BAKER	(1:44)


War Dept. Washington City, May 27th 1865

Col. L. C. Baker

Agent War Dept.

Colonel,

Please have the subpoenas sent herewith, forwarded to their proper destination and receipts returned.

Very Respectfully,


Your obt Serv

H. L. Burnett

Brv. Col. & Judge Advocate


	AUGUR	(1:44)


War Dept. Washington City, May 27th 1865

Major General C. C. Augur

Comd’g Dept of Washington

General,

The Secretary of War directs that you will deliver to Mr. Holohan, the personal clothing belonging to him and his wife, now in the Surratt house, taking receipts for same.

Very Respectfully,


Your obt Serv

H. L. Burnett

Brv. Col. & Judge Advocate


	WALL	(1:44)


War Dept. Washington City, May 28th 1865

W. Wall Esq.1


Washington City

Dear Sir,

I have the honor to request that you will call at my office, War Dept, promptly at 9 o’clock tomorrow morning. I desire to see you on important official business.

Very Respectfully,


Your obt Serv

H. L. Burnett

Brv. Col. & Judge Advocate



1 Wall auctioned Dr. Luke Blackburn’s trunks containing soiled bedding and clothing taken from victims who succumbed to yellow fever. Blackburn thought that the dreaded disease could be spread by contact with “infected” clothing. Wall testified on May 29 (PW, Poore II:419, Pitman 57).


	BAKER	(1:44)


War Dept. Washington City, May 28th 1865

Col. L. C. Baker

Agent War Dept.

Colonel,

Please have the subpoena sent herewith, forwarded to their proper destination and receipts returned.

Very Respectfully,


Your obt Serv

H. L. Burnett

Brv. Col. & Judge Advocate


	POTTER	(1:44)


War Dept. Washington City, May 30th 1865

Hon. John F. Potter

U.S. Consul General

Montreal, Canada

Please have W. W. Daniels of Hamilton, Canada West, sent here as a witness at once.1

By order of the Sec. Of War

H. L. Burnett

Brv. Col. & Judge Advocate



1 Daniels was not called as a witness.


	AUGUR	(1:45)


War Dept. Washington City, May 30th 1865

Major General C. C. Augur

Comd’g Dept of Washington

General,

The Secretary of War directs that you send an officer with Jacob Ritterspach to Ford’s Theatre for the following articles, to wit;


	Three saws	One brace
	One hammer	One Screw-driver


The officer will take the proper receipts for the same.

Very Respectfully,


Your obt Serv

H. L. Burnett

Brv. Col. & Judge Advocate


	BAKER	(1:45)


War Dept. Washington City, May 30th 1865

Col. L. C. Baker

Agent War Dept.

Colonel,

Please have the subpoenas sent herewith forwarded to their proper destination and receipt returned.

Very Respectfully,


Your obt Serv

H. L. Burnett

Brv. Col. & Judge Advocate


	AUGUR	(1:45)


War Dept. Washington City, May 30th 1865

Major General C. C. Augur

Comd’g Dept of Washington

General,

Please have the subpoenas sent herewith served, and the parties at the court room, near Arsenal, at 12 o’clock M tomorrow, 31st inst.

Very Respectfully,


Your obt Serv

H. L. Burnett

Brv. Col. & Judge Advocate


	BAKER	(1:45)


War Dept. Washington City, May 31st 1865

Col. L. C. Baker Agent War Dept.

Colonel,

Please have the subpoenas sent herewith, forwarded to their proper destination, and receipt returned.

Very Respectfully,


Your obt Serv

H. L. Burnett

Brv. Col. & Judge Advocate


	WOOD	(1:45)


War Dept. Washington City, May 31st 1865

Supt. W. S. Wood


Old Capitol

The Secretary of War directs that you will permit Mr. Utermehle, Atty for the prisoner Saml Coxe an interview with him in presence of an officer.1

Very Respy, etc.

J. Holt

Judge Adv.



1 Prisoners met with their attorneys in the presence of a guard, who was ordered to stand beyond hearing range.


	BURTON	(1:45)


War Dept. Washington City, May 31st 1865

Capt. Benj. Burton A.Q.M.

Washington D.C.


Sir

The Secretary of War directs that you will furnish my assistant, Mr. Albert Watson, with transportation to Cincinnati, via Pittsburgh Pa. on public account.

Very Respectfully,


Your obt Serv

H. L. Burnett

Brv. Col. & Judge Advocate


	AUGUR	(1:46)


War Dept. Washington City, May 31st 1865

Major General C. C. Augur

Comd’g Dept of Washington

General,

The Secretary of War directs that you will have made up at once a full list of all persons now imprisoned in your Department, arrested on suspicion of being connected with the assassination, or arrested and held as witnesses. Also add by whom arrested, when and where, and so far as possible, a brief statement of grounds of arrest. The Secretary desires that this will be made up with all possible dispatch.

I have the honor to be,

Very Respectfully,


Your obt Serv

H. L. Burnett

Brv. Col. & Judge Advocate


	AUGUR	(1:46)


War Dept. Washington City, May 31st 1865

Major General C. C. Augur

Comd’g Dept of Washington

General,

The Secretary of War directs that John Kendall now confined at Old Capitol or Carroll Prison be released at once. I have the honor to be, Very Respectfully,

H. L. Burnett

Brv. Col. & Judge Advocate


	AUGUR	(1:46)


War Dept. Washington City, May 31st 1865

Major General C. C. Augur

Comd’g Dept of Washington

General,

The Secretary of War directs that you will cause to be delivered to Louis J. Wiechmann all of his personal effects now at the Surratt House. I have the honor to be, Very Respectfully,


Your obt Serv

H. L. Burnett

Brv. Col. & Judge Advocate


	BAKER	(1:46)


War Dept. Washington City, May 31st 1865

Col. L. C. Baker

Agent War Dept.

Colonel,

Please have the subpoenas sent herewith, forwarded to their proper destination, and receipts returned. It is desired that the parties be present on Friday, June 2nd 1865.

Very Respectfully,


Your obt Serv

H. L. Burnett

Brv. Col. & Judge Advocate


	WOOD	(1:46)


War Dept. Washington City, June 2nd, 1865

Supt. W. S. Wood


Old Capitol

Please send to the court-room this morning, Joseph T. Knott, now in custody at Old Capitol prison.

Very Respectfully,


Your obt Serv

H. L. Burnett

Brv. Col. & Judge Advocate


	STANTON	(1:47)


War Dept. Washington City, June 2nd, 1865

Hon. E. M. Stanton


Secretary of War

Sir,

I have the honor to recommend the release from custody of the following named persons, now held as prisoners in this Department.

They were arrested on suspicion of being connected with the assassination of the President or the attempted assassination of Mr. Seward and family. The evidence so far, not being sufficient, in my judgment to warrant their longer detention.


	James R. Ford	Margaret Rosier
	Harry Clay Ford	Samuel Cox1
	Oscar Hough	M. B. Ruggles
	S. J. Sheets	A. R. Bainbridge
	Thomas Green	Richard Williams
	William Gabriel	Edwin Middleton
	J. D. Reamer	Henry M. Bailey
	Miss Mary A. Cook	Robert Kinder
	W. P. James	Nicholas B. Crangle
	Miss J. Ross	Lizzie Batschin
	Frank Roth	John M. Lloyd
	Walter M. Barnes	Mrs. Thomas Green
	Mrs. Charles Robbin	John Harrison
	C. H. Pearson	


I would further recommend that all these parties be required to take the oath of allegiance before being discharged.

Very Respectfully,


Your obt Serv

H. L. Burnett

Brv. Col. & Judge Advocate



1 Cox’s role was not fully learned until Thomas Jones published his tell-all account in 1893 of what happened the night of April 15–16.


	STANTON	(1:47)


War Dept. Washington City, June 2nd, 1865

Hon. E. M. Stanton


Secretary of War

Sir,

I have the honor to recommend that guards now stationed at the house of Mrs. Surratt and Mr. Thomas Green, be relieved.

Very Respectfully,


Your obt Serv

H. L. Burnett

Brv. Col. & Judge Advocate


	BAKER	(1:47)


War Dept. Washington City, June 3rd, 1865

Col. L. C. Baker

Agent War Dept.

Colonel,

I have the honor to inquire whether subpoenas sent you on the 31st ult. For the following named persons, were delivered


	Jas. A. Dumas	Woodville, Prince Georges Co. Md.
	Wm. Watson	HorseHead      "          "        "     "
	W. W. Thomas	Woodville       "          "        "     "


Very Respectfully,


Your obt Serv

H. L. Burnett

Brv. Col. & Judge Advocate


	AUGUR	(1:47)


War Dept. Washington City, June 3rd, 1865

Major General C. C. Augur

Comd’g Dept of Washington

General,

The Secretary of War directs that you will have the enclosed subpoenas served tomorrow, so that the witnesses may be here without fail on Monday.

Very Respectfully,


Your obt Serv

H. L. Burnett

Brv. Col. & Judge Advocate


	AUGUR	(1:48)


War Dept. Washington City, June 5th, 1865

Major General C. C. Augur

Comd’g Dept of Washington

General,

The Secretary of War directs that you will have Lieut. S. R. Hanon 6th Va. Cavalry relieved temporarily from duty with his Regt. And directed to proceed to Cumberland Md., and there arrest and bring to this office, one McAlear, who resides in that vicinity.

Very Respectfully,


Your obt Serv

H. L. Burnett

Brv. Col. & Judge Advocate


	AUGUR	(1:48)


War Dept. Washington City, June 5th, 1865

Major General C. C. Augur

Comd’g Dept of Washington

General,

Please have the subpoena sent herewith forwarded to its proper destination today and receipt returned.

Very Respectfully,


Your obt Serv

H. L. Burnett

Brv. Col. & Judge Advocate


	AUGUR	(1:48)


War Dept. Washington City, June 5th, 1865

Major General C. C. Augur

Comd’g Dept of Washington

General,

The Secretary of War directs that the subpoenas transmitted herewith be sent with all possible dispatch, and receipts (on envelope) returned to this office.

Very Respectfully,


Your obt Serv

H. L. Burnett

Brv. Col. & Judge Advocate


	AUGUR	(1:48)


War Dept. Washington City, June 6th, 1865

Major General C. C. Augur

Comd’g Dept of Washington

General,

The Sec’y of War directs that an officer or reliable noncom. officer (more than one if necessary) be dispatched tonight to serve the subpoena enclosed. The sub. can be served by reading to the party named and having service acknowledged on the back.

If more than one officer is sent, a certified copy of the sub. can be made up, which will answer same purpose as original. I learn that those sent last evening were forwarded by mail, which would delay the court several days.

Very Respectfully,


Your obt Serv

H. L. Burnett

Brv. Col. & Judge Advocate


	BRADY	(1:49)


War Dept. Washington City, June 6th, 1865

Maj. A. G. Brady


Commanding Prisoners


Point Lookout

Sir;

I have the honor to transmit herewith letters found in the house of Mrs. Branson of Baltimore Md.1

Very Respectfully,


Your obt Serv

H. L. Burnett

Brv. Col. & Judge Advocate



1 Operated a boardinghouse in Baltimore that was used by Confederate agents as a safe house. Lewis Powell was a boarder at the Branson boardinghouse in January 1865.


	WOOD	(1:49)


War Dept. Washington City, June 7th, 1865

Supt. W. S. Wood


Old Capitol

Please return the prisoner Edward Frazier to this office at 9:30 A.M. tomorrow, under guard.1

Very Respectfully,


Your obt Serv

H. L. Burnett

Brv. Col. & Judge Advocate



1 Frazier was one of the Confederate agents involved in “boat burning.” He testified as a prosecution witness about several burning incidents and claimed that Jefferson Davis was well aware of them (PW, Poore III:424, Pitman 49).


	PARK	(1:49)


War Dept. Washington City, June 8th, 1865

Maj. Genl J. G. Park

Comd’g Dept of Washington

General,

I have the honor to enquire whether receipt of subpoenas for the following named witnesses has been acknowledged.

Mrs. John Grant, Waterloo Pike, Warrenton Va.2

Dolly Richards, Upperville, Loudon Co. Va. If not the Secretary of War directs that a telegram be sent tonight to the military authorities nearest these points above named to send these parties here forthwith.

Very Respectfully,


Your obt Serv

H. L. Burnett

Brv. Col. & Judge Advocate



2 John Grant and his wife testified as defense witnesses for Lewis Powell. Grant told how he saved the lives of two Union soldiers who were his prisoners from being executed by other Confederate soldiers.


	NORTON	(1:49)


War Dept. Washington City, June 9th, 1865

Mr. Marcus P. Norton1


National Hotel


Washington

I have the honor to request that you will furnish the names of any persons you may know, who reside in Troy N.Y. whom we can telegraph for, to be used as witnesses in your behalf, or any who are now in Washington and have such knowledge as will make them competent witnesses upon the question in issue.

Very Respectfully,


Your obt Serv

H. L. Burnett

Brv. Col. & Judge Advocate



1 Norton testified as a prosecution witness about seeing Booth and Atzerodt together on numerous occasions (PW, Poore III:195, 439, Pitman 149, 150, 177, 227).


	STANTON	(1:49)


War Dept. Washington City, June 2nd, 1865

Hon. E. M. Stanton


Secretary of War

Sir,

I have the honor to recommend the release from custody of the following named persons, now held as prisoners in this Department.

They were arrested on suspicion of being connected with the assassination of the President, or the attempted assassination of Mr. Seward and family; the evidence not being sufficient, in my judgment, to warrant their detention. I would further recommend that previous to release, they be required to take the oath of allegiance.2


	Junius Brutus Booth	Joseph Baden	William Bryant
	William Lucas	Saml. J. Street	Walter Sheets
	Mrs. M. A. Branson	Mary Branson	Maggie Branson


Very Respectfully,


Your obt Serv

H. L. Burnett

Brv. Col. & Judge Advocate



2 Of the nine prisoners released, two aided Booth and Herold in their attempt to escape.


	STANTON	(1:50)


War Dept. Washington City, June 16th, 1865

Hon. E. M. Stanton


Secretary of War

Sir,

I have the honor to recommend the release from custody, of B. F. Ficklin, arrested and now held by Maj. Jas. R. O’Beirne, Actg P.M D.C.

He was arrested on suspicion of his complicity with the assassination of the President. An investigation of the facts in his case does not, I think, warrant his further detention.

I further recommend that he be required to take the oath of allegiance before being released.

Very Respectfully,


Your obt Serv

H. L. Burnett

Brv. Col. & Judge Advocate


	STANTON	(1:50)


Hon. E. M. Stanton


Secretary of War

Sir,

Robert Purdy, now confined at Old Capitol, was brought here as a witness.1 He has given his testimony in the case and I think there is no occasion for his further detention. I recommend that he be released from custody and furnished transportation to Wheeling, W.Va.

I also further recommend that L. J. Wiechmann be released from his parole, permitted to return to his home in Phila. and that the Comd’g Gen’l of Prisoners be directed to pay to Mr. Wiechmann any moneys that may be due the said Wiechmann for services rendered in the said Comd’g. Genl’s office.

Very Respectfully,


Your obt Serv

J. Holt

Judge Adv. Gen’l



1 Purdy testified on the “Lon” letter (PW, Poore missing, Pitman 43).


	BOWEN	(1:50)


War Dept. Washington City, June 20th, 1865

Sayles J. Bowen

Post Master, Washington, D.C.

Sir,

Herewith I have the honor to return to you seven hundred and fifteen letters, sent to me from your office for examination, and delivery to the proper persons when called for.

These herewith returned never having been called for, I have proceeded to examine such as I thought might throw any light upon the investigation in hand. I have retained nine and send you the remainder.

I am respectfully,


Your obt Serv

H. L. Burnett

Brv. Col. & Judge Advocate


	BOWEN	(1:50)


War Dept. Washington City, June 23rd 1865

Sayles J. Bowen

Post Master, Washington, D.C.

Sir,

Herewith I have the honor to return to you eight additional letters, sent to me from your office for examination and delivery to the proper persons when called for. This includes the delivery to the persons addressed, or to you, of all the letters in my hands.

I am respectfully,


Your obt Serv

H. L. Burnett

Brv. Col. & Judge Advocate


	DANA	(1:51)


War Dept. Washington City, June 24th 1865

Richard H. Dana Esq.

U.S. Dist. Atty

Boston, Mass.

Herewith I have the honor to transmit the affidavit of Edward Doran, of the city of Halifax, which may be of service to you in the prosecution of certain parties engaged in the smuggling into the U.S. of boxes of infected clothing, in which prosecutions I understand you are now engaged.

Very respectfully,


Your obt Serv

H. L. Burnett

Brv. Col. & Judge Advocate


	HANCOCK	(1:51)


War Dept. Washington City, June 24th 1865

Maj. Gen. W. S. Hancock

Comd’g Military Div. Etc.


Washington

General,

Please pay to the bearer Geo. B. Hutchinson of Toronto, C. W., one hundred dollars, amount in full for time and expenses in attending as a witness before the Milt’y, Com. now engaged in the trial of the alleged assassins.1

Very respectfully,


Your obt Serv

H. L. Burnett

Brv. Col. & Judge Advocate



1 Hutchinson was a prosecution witness supporting the testimony of Richard Merritt, who claimed that he conversed with Confederate agents in Canada about Lincoln’s assassination (PW, Poore missing, Pitman 37).


	LOGAN	(1:51)


War Dept. Washington City, June 26th 1865

W. T. Logan, Esq.

Atty. At Law

Cin. O.

Dear Sir,

I expect soon to be in Cincinnati and will then give the Cantril matter instant attention. I am now inclined to your view of the case.

Very respectfully,


Your obt Serv

H. L. Burnett

Brv. Col. & Judge Advocate


	WOOD	(1:51)


War Dept. Washington City, June 27th 1865

Supt. W. S. Wood


Old Capitol

Washington, D.C.

Sir,

The Secretary of War directs that you send to the Court Room, Old Pent’y, by eleven o’clock today, without fail, the prisoner Graves and Guntley committed at the same time with Gale of Alabama.1

Very respectfully,


Your obt Serv

H. L. Burnett

Brv. Col. & Judge Advocate



1 W. D. Graves was a printer with the Selma Dispatch in Alabama. Graves testified for the prosecution concerning an advertisement in the Selma Dispatch stating that for one million dollars the placer of the ad would cause the deaths of Lincoln, Johnson, and Seward. Graves claimed that the ad was taken out by G. W. Gayle of Catawba, Alabama (PW, Poore missing, Pitman 51).


	HOLT	(1:52)


War Dept. Washington City, July 3rd, 1865

General,

Herewith I have the honor to enclose statement of items of incidental expenses incurred and paid by me during progress of the trial just closed and a/c’s paid by me under your directions, with vouchers. Also I enclose herewith fifteen dollars, part of money received by me during progress of Chicago trials at Cin. I received from the witness Shanks, Thirty dollars which had been paid him by Mrs. Morris when he was personating a rebel soldier. Fifteen dollars of this thirty I used for carriage hire in conveying a sick prisoner to and from the court room to save delay.

Very respectfully,


Your obt Serv

H. L. Burnett

Brv. Col. & Judge Advocate


	S. J. BOWEN	(1:54)


April 29th 5

S. J. Bowen, Esq.


Post Master

Washington, D.C.

Enclosed I have the honor to forward fifty-nine Canada letters opened and examined by me by direction of the Sec. Of War. They may now be forwarded.

Very respectfully,


Your obt Serv

H. L. Burnett

Brv. Col. & Judge Advocate


	EDWIN M. STANTON	(1:55)


May 16th 5

Hon. E. M. Stanton


Secretary of War

Sir,

I have the honor to recommend the release of the following named persons held at the Old Capitol as witnesses in the assassination trial now progressing at the penitentiary.


Frank C Knots


Thomas Dold


Annie Thomas


Osborne Swan


Jacob Ritterspach

Very respectfully,


Your obt Serv

H. L. Burnett

Brv. Col. & Judge Advocate

TELEGRAMS SENT BY BURNETT1



1 There are no telegrams numbered 9, 15, 20, 31, 46, 52, 53, 54, 56, and 64.

1. MISSING


	2. J. L. MANN	(1:66)


April 20th 5

Dist. Atty.


Philadelphia

Send Calhoun to this city to be reported to me on his arrival. Send with him any information you may have regards of him.

Burnett.


	3. J. B. SWEET	(1:67)


April 22nd      General B. J. Sweet

Comd’g Post

Chicago, Ill.

Silas F. Jones of your city reports information that J. W. Booth is secreted a house of ill-fame, no.16 Tenth Avenue disguised as a woman. Make immediate and thorough investigation of report by telegram. Answer.

By order of the Secretary of War

H. L. Burnett

Col. & Judge Advocate


	4. JAMES L. MCPHAIL	(1:68)


April 22nd 5

J. L. McPhail


Provost Marshal General


Baltimore

Let the men be paroled as indicated in your telegram of this date. Bring Barnes here and deliver to General Augur.

By order of the Secretary of War

H. L. Burnett

Col. & Judge Advocate


	5. CAPTAIN DAVID V. DERIKSON	(1:69)


Apl. 24th 5

Capt. D. V. Derickson1

Pro Mar. 20th Dist. Pa.

Meadville, Pa.

Have you investigated the facts around Robert Fleming of Cherry Tree Township, Venango Co. Pa. as to Booths connection with the assassination of the President. If not, attend to the matter at once and report result to me.

By order of the Secretary of War

H. L. Burnett

Col. & Judge Advocate



1 Derikson was captain of the guard that protected Soldiers’ Home during the Lincoln family’s stay there.


	6. MAJOR GENERAL JOSEPH HOOKER	(1:70)


Apr. 24th 5

Maj. Gen. J. Hooker

Comdg Dept.

Cincinnati, O.

Please send me at once Albany Peckham—Post Office box 269 Cincinnati. Also Commercial of Febr’y 28th, 1861.

H. L. Burnett

Col. & Judge Advocate


	7. MAJOR GENERAL JOSEPH HOOKER	(1:71)


April 25th 5

Maj. Gen. Jos. Hooker

Comdg Northern Dept.

The Paper preferred but a certified copy will do.

By order of the Secretary of War

H. L. Burnett

Col. & Judge Advocate


	8. MAJ. GEN. JOS. HOOKER	(1:72)


April 25th 5

Comdg Nor. Dept. Cincinnati

Is Junius Brutus Booth still in Cincinnati, if not, ascertain his whereabouts and report by telegram.1

By order of the Secretary of War

H. L. Burnett

Col. & Judge Advocate



1 The government caught up with Junius Booth at his sister’s home in Philadelphia, where the authorities arrested him and sent him to Washington.


	10. GENERAL A. P. HOVEY	(1:73)



War Department


Washington City

April 25 1865

Gen A. P. Hovey


Comdg District Indiana


Indianapolis


General

What are the anticedents of one Capt. J. Wailt [illegible] now in Indianapolis.

By order of the Secretary of War

H. L. Burnett

Col. & Judge Advocate


	11. MAJOR JUNIUS HAYDEN	(1:75)



War Department


Washington City

April 25 1865


Major Junius Hayden

Assistant Provost Marshal Gen.

Philadelphia, Pa.

Arrest at once, and send to this city Junius Brutus Booth, believed to be at the house of J. Sleeper Clarke, comedian.2

By order of the Secretary of War

H. L. Burnett

Col. & Judge Advocate



2 Clarke married Booth’s older sister Asia.


	12. JAMES L. MCPHAIL	(1:76)


April 26th 5

Assistant Provost Marshal J. M. McPhail

Baltimore, Md.

Arrest at once, and send here, Robert Kennell,1 living at Francis Clapper’s Mill, Montgomery Co. Clarksburg District about 7½ miles from Rockville, on the road leading from Rockville to Barnesville.

By order of the Secretary of War

H. L. Burnett

Col. & Judge Advocate



1 Robert Kinder ran Clopper’s Mill located near Germantown, Maryland. Atzerodt spent the night of Saturday, April 15, sleeping at Clopper’s Mill.


	13. GENERAL B. J. SWEET	(1:77)


April 27th 5

Gen. B. J. Sweet


Commanding Post

Chicago, Ill.

General,

Do not release Maugham until you hear from me. Answer.

H. L. Burnett

Col. & Judge Advocate


	14. MAJOR JUNIUS HAYDEN	(1:78)



War Department Washington City

April 25 1865


Major Junius Hayden

Assistant Provost Marshal Gen.

Philadelphia, Pa.

Arrest and send here at once Mr. Clarke, brother in law of Junius Brutus Booth.


By order of the President

H. L. Burnett

Col. & Judge Advocate


	16. COLONEL CHARLES C. MURRAY	(1:79)


April 27th

Col. Charles C. Murray

Care of Gen. Hovey

Indianapolis, Ind.

Colonel,

The order dismissing you has been revoked. You had better report to your Regiment at once.

H. L. Burnett

Col. & Judge Advocate


	17. CAPT. D. V. DERICKSON	(1:80)


Apl. 29th 5

Capt. D. V. Derickson

Pro Mar. 20th Dist. Pa.

Meadville, Pa.

Send Fleming here to report to me. By order of the Secretary of War.

H. L. Burnett

Brevet Col. & Judge Advocate


	18. COLONEL H. S. OLCOTT	(1:81)


May 3rd

Col. H. S. Olcott


Special Commissioner


New York

What is the name of the boy who made the statement in reference to the conversation about killing the President, and what was the name of the boy you sent for from Illinois.

H. L. Burnett

Brevet Col. & Judge Advocate


	19. JOHN H. POTTER	(1:82–83)


May 3rd

John F. Potter


United States Consul General

Montreal, Canada

Sir,

Please procure the attendance of one of the officers of the Ontario Bank, Montreal Branch as a witness in the cases now on trial for the assassination of the President.

It is desired that the person sent should have full knowledge of the deposits of Jacob Thompson, Clement C. Clay or Geo. M. Saunders on this bank, and of any drafts drawn by them in favor of J. Wilkes Booth, J. H. Surratt, or David E. Herold. In short, it is desirable that the person sent should have full knowledge of all the monetary transactions of Thompson, Clay and Saunders with the above bank.

If possible, the bank books should be brought here as exhibits. If this cannot be done, make transmittals of all business of these men with the bank, for the officer of the bank to bring with him. Full transportation and expenses will be paid him and not detained here over two days at farthest.1

Edwin M. Stanton


Sec of War



1 Robert Anson Campbell, the first or head teller of the Ontario Bank in Montreal, was brought to Washington as a prosecution witness and testified to the financial dealings of Thompson, Clay, and Booth (PW, Poore II:83, Pitman 45).


	21. COLONEL H. S. OLCOTT	(1:84)


May 3rd 5

Col. H. S. Olcott

No. 82 Franklin St.


New York

Yes, unless he should be one of the persons for whom large rewards are offered by the government.

H. L. Burnett

Brevet Col. & Judge Advocate


	22. COLONEL JOHN WOOLLEY	(1:85)


May 8th 5

Col. John Woolley


Provost Marshal


Baltimore

Please find and send here Polk Gardiner,2 at McDougal’s store, Pratt St., Baltimore, as a witness.

H. L. Burnett

Brevet Col. & Judge Advocate



2 Gardiner, a carter, was on his way into Washington on the night of April 14 when he encountered two men, minutes apart, riding hard toward southern Maryland (PW, Poore I:255, Pitman 85). The men were John Wilkes Booth and David Herold.


	23. W. B. NEWCOMBE	(1:86)


May 8th 5

W. B. Newcombe

Secy. U.S. Marshall Southern District of New York, New York City

Send Wm. E. Wheeler here at once.1

By order of the Secretary of War

H. L. Burnett

Col. & Judge Advocate



1 William E. Wheeler testified to seeing Booth talking with Confederate agent George N. Sanders in the lobby of St. Lawrence Hall in Montreal (PW, Poore I:32, III:479, Pitman 39, 221).


	24. [REPEAT] W. B. NEWCOMBE	(1:87)


May 8th 5

W. B. Newcombe

Secy. U.S. Marshall Southern District of New York, New York City

Send Wm. E. Wheeler here at once.

By order of the Secretary of War

H. L. Burnett

Col. & Judge Advocate


	25. JAMES L. MCPHAIL	(1:88)


May 9 5


Marshal McPhail

Baltimore Md.

Please report here at once.

H. L. Burnett

Col. & Judge Advocate


	26. DR. GERARD E. MORGAN	(1:89)


May 9th 5

Dr. Gerard E. Morgan

Calvert St. Baltimore

Samuel B. Arnold, one of the prisoners now on trial before a Military Commission in this City, charged as one of the accomplices of Booth, desires to see you at once, to consult with you as to the employment of counsel. Answer.2

H. L. Burnett

Col. & Judge Advocate



2 Washington attorney Walter S. Cox represented Samuel Arnold.


	27. ROBERT JAMES BRENT	(1:90)


May 9

Robert James Brent Care Marshall McPhail

Baltimore, Md.

Dr. Samuel Mudd now on trial before a Military Commission in this city has expressed a desire to the commission to secure your services as his counsel. By applying at this office you can procure a pass. Answer.1

H. L. Burnett

Col. & Judge Advocate



1 Thomas Ewing and Frederick Stone represented Mudd.


	28. P. H. MAULSBY	(1:91)


May 9 5

P. H. Maulsby with Eaton & Bro.

Charles Street Baltimore Md.

Michael O’Laughlin desires to see you at once to consult with reference to counsel. He is now on trial before a Military Commission in this city. By applying here you can procure pass. Answer.2

H. L. Burnett

Col. & Judge Advocate



2 Walter S. Cox represented O’Laughlen. P. H. Maulsby was O’Laughlen’s brother-in-law and testified on his behalf (DW, O’Laughlen, Poore II:225, Pitman 232).


	29. FREDERICK STONE	(1:92)


War Dept, Washington May 10


Frederick Stone

Port Tobacco, Md.

David E. Herold, now on trial before the Military Commission in this city has selected you for his counsel. Will you accept? Answer.3

H. L. Burnett

Col. & Judge Advocate



3 Stone agreed to represent Herold.


	30. A. B. NEWCOMBE	(1:93)


May 10, 1865

A. B. Newcombe Care Marshal Murray


New York

Did you get my telegram of the 8th instant? If so, when will Wheeler be here?

By order of the Secretary of War

H. L. Burnett

Col. & Judge Advocate


	32. PHILLIP MAULSBY	(1:94)


May 11 5


Phillip Maulsby


Charles Steet


Baltimore

Care of Eaton & Brother,

O’Laughlin desires you to send counsel here for him at once.

H. L. Burnett

Col. & Judge Advocate

Per D.F.M.


	33. BRIGADIER GENERAL B. J. SWEET	(1:95)


War Dept.

Washington, D.C.

June 13th 1865

Brig Gen. B. J. Sweet


Comdg Post

Chicago, Ill.

The Sec. of War directs that you send W. D. Ryder here forthwith.1

H. L. Burnett

Col. & Judge Advocate



1 W. H. Ryder testified for the prosecution and described a letter that he found in Richmond addressed to Jefferson Davis. The letter requested an appointment to describe a new type of combustible accelerant and poison gas developed by chemist Richard McCullough for use against the North (PW, Poore I:404, Pitman 47).


	34.	(1:96)


[illegible]


	35. JAMES L. MCPHAIL	(1:97)


May 15, 1865


Marshal McPhail


Baltimore

Send witness who took knife and pistol of O’Laughlin.

H. L. Burnett

Col. & Judge Advocate


	36. GENERAL C. C. AUGUR	(1:98)


Gen. Augur

Dept. Washington

Gen.

I have the honor to report that you(r)_____sent this______past the prisoners are now at the Old Capitol Prison

John______Wm. Rosin

?   Mr. L. Brown?

?   Wm _____?


Osborne Swan#Willie Jett

Jacob Ritterspach#Lewis J. Wiechmann

H. L. Burnett

Col. & Judge Advocate


	37. GENERAL E. B. TYLER	(1:99)


May 11th 5

Brig. E. B. Tyler

Relay House1

B & O Railroad

Send Sergt Gammell Co D. 1st Del. Cav. stationed at Monocacy also Messrs Purdy & Metz Brown. The sergeant to testify about Atzerodt.2

H. L. Burnett

Col. & Judge Advocate



1 Relay House is located just west of Baltimore and serves as the connecting point with that city.

2 Sergeant Z. W. Gemmill arrested Atzerodt on April 20 with the help of army detective James W. Purdom and Hezakiah Metz (PW, Poore 1:357, Pitman 149).


	38. T. H. CARMICHAEL	(1:100)


War Dept, Washington May 16th 1865

T. H. Carmichael


Marshal of Police

Baltimore, Md.

Please come here at once and bring with you Wm. E. Wallis, detective.

H. L. Burnett

Col. & Judge Advocate


	39. JAMES L. MCPHAIL	(1:101)



Marshal McPhail

May 16th

Baltimore, Md.

Have Mr. Metz and the man who heard Atzerodt make statement _________. Have them here by two o’clock tomorrow.1

H. L. Burnett

Col. & Judge Advocate



1 Hezakiah Metz along with brothers James and Somerset Leaman testified to hearing Atzerodt make several statements that led them to believe that he knew details of Lincoln’s assassination.

[TELEGRAMS 40, 41, AND 42 ILLEGIBLE DUE TO DAMAGE.]


	43. JAMES L. MCPHAIL	(1:104)



Marshal McPhail

May 16th 5

Baltimore, Md.

Be here in the morning with all your forces. Needed in this trial.

H. L. Burnett

Col. & Judge Advocate


	44. JOHN YOUNG	(1:105)


May 17, 5

John Young, Chief of detective force


New York

Please go to American Telegraph Company and get the original copy of tgram from J. Booth to Wiechmann of date March 23rd65 and send with it here immediately the person who can identify it.

H. L. Burnett

Col. & Judge Advocate


	45. CAPTAIN J. D. TAYLOR	(1:106)


May 17th, 5

Capt. J. D. Taylor A.J.N.

Indianapolis, Ind.

Did you receive letters map and memorandum book of Castleman sent you week ago? Why is the case suspended?

H. L. Burnett

Col. & Judge Advocate


	47. PROVOST MARSHAL, BOSTON	(1:107)


War Dept.

Washington D.C.

Prov. Marshall

Boston Mass.

Arrest and send here at once John B. Knight formerly connected with Ford’s Theatre this city and now of Brighton, Mass.

By Order of the Sec. of War

H. L. Burnett

Col. & Judge Advocate


	48. JOHN YOUNG	(1:108)


Mr. John Young Chief of Detective Force


New York

[illegible]

H. L. Burnett

Col. & Judge Advocate


	49. MAJOR GENERAL W. W. HALLECK	(1:109)


War Dept.

Washington D.C.

May 18, 1865

Major Gen. W. W. Halleck

Richmond, Va.

The Secretary of War directs that you have arrested and sent here at once Professor Richard S. McCullough who was in Richmond during last winter, and said to be still there.

H. L. Burnett

Col. & Judge Advocate


	50. COLONEL JOHN A. FOSTER	(1:110)


May 19, 5

Colonel J. Foster


Judge Advocate


Philadelphia

Do you know what disposition was made of the photograph of Booth found at Mrs. Surratt’s by Lieut. Garatson? and by him delivered to Colonel Ingraham?1

H. L. Burnett

Col. & Judge Advocate



1 Lieutenant John W. Dempsey found the photograph behind another image mounted in a picture frame sitting on a mantel in Mary Surratt’s boardinghouse. It was introduced as exhibit number 52 at the trial. See John W. Dempsey, PW, Poore IL40, III:179, Pitman 124, 124.


	51. BRIGADIER GENERAL HALL	(1:111)


May 22, 5

Brig Gen. Hall


Commanding Camp Barry

Annapolis, Md.

Send here immediately Lieut. Leary & Alexander Batty, witness subpoenas on part of Govt. to report to Judge Advocate General at Court Room War Arsenal.

By order of the Secy. of War

H. H. Wells

Col & P. M. G. Defs S of Potomac


Telegram voided


	55. MAJOR GENERAL HENRY W. HALLECK	(1:112)



Court Room

Washington D.C.

May 22nd 1865

Maj. Gen. Halleck

Comdg. Milty. Div etc.

Can you send here at once any persons who can identify the handwriting of Huston W. Humison?, Private Secy. to Jefferson Davis and J. A. Cambell Asst. Secy. of War in the so-called Confederate government.2

H. L. Burnett

Col. & Judge Advocate



2 Jefferson Davis’s private secretary was Burton Harrison, one of the prisoners being held along with the Lincoln conspirators.


	57. COLONEL HOVEY	(1:113)


Colonel Hovies, Provost Marshal

Baltimore, Md.

Please send here tomorrow morning as witnesses Charles Sweeny, James Young, and A. E. Fullerton from Jarvis Hospital.1

H. L. Burnett

Col. & Judge Advocate



1 Charles Sweeny testified on May 26 to their ill treatment while prisoners of war (PW, Poore II:241, Pitman 60) as did James Young (PW, Poore II:243, Pitman 61).


	58. COLONEL WILLIAM R. NEVINS	(1:114)



Military Commission

Washington May 26, 1865

Col. Wm. R. Nevins2

Near Third Ave.

N.Y. City

Please report here at once.

H. L. Burnett

Col. & Judge Advocate



2 Nevins testified on May 27 to having a conversation with Atzerodt on April 12 concerning the room that Vice President Johnson occupied at the Kirkwood House. If accurate as to the date, Nevins’s testimony supports the conclusion that Booth had planned his assassination plot as early as April 12.


	59. SIDNEY GAY	(1:115)


War Dept.


Washington City

June 3rd 1865

Mr. Sidney Gay


Tribune Office


New York City

If you know where Sanford Conover now is, please order him to report here at once.3

By order of Sec. of War

H. L. Burnett

Col. & Judge Advocate



3 Sandford Conover was an alias that Charles A. Dunning used while testifying as a prosecution witness.


	60. ALBERT WATSON	(1:116)


June 2nd, 1865

Mr. Albert Watson


Lowellville

Mahoning Co. Ohio

Please report at Cincinnati as soon as possible. Lt. Bond writes that he is to be mustered out at once.

H. L. Burnett

Col. & Judge Advocate


	61. W. K. LAVETY	(1:117)


[telegram written backwards]

Mr. W. K. Lavety Elizabeth, N.Y.


Care of Provost Marshal

Please report here at once as witness in the assassination cases now on trial.

By order of Sec. of War

H. L. Burnett

Col. & Judge Advocate


	62. LIEUTENANT BOND	(1:118)


June 4th 5

Lieut. Bond


Head Quarters Cincinnati

I have made application to Judge Holt to have you retained in the service, but find it impossible to stay the award of retrenchment.

H. L. Burnett

Col. & Judge Advocate

(1:119)

[Inserted page, no number assigned.]


Telegram

June 6th 5

Gen. M. R. Patrick

Prov. Mar. Gen

Richmond Va.

The Sec. of War directs that you send here forthwith as a witness in the assassination cases now on trial Lieut. John L. Ripple, A.D.C. 1st Brig., 1st Div. 24th Army.1

H. L. Burnett

Col. & Judge Advocate



1 Ripple testified to the inhumane treatment of prisoners at the Andersonville prison camp (PW, Poore 111:499, Pitman 62).


	63. H. G. TILSON	(1:120)



War Department

Washington D.C.

June 7th, 1865

H. G. Tilson


Attorney at Law

St. Albans, Vt.

Please report here at once. By order of the Sec. of War.

H. L. Burnett

Col. & Judge Advocate


	65. SIDNEY H. GAY	(1:121)


June 7th, 5

S. H. Gay


Tribune Office


New York City

What could you state if examined as a witness, as to the general character of Sanford Conover for integrity and truth. Answer by telegram.

J. Holt

J. A. General


	66. C. H. POWERS	(1:122)


June 9th, 5

C. H. Powers, Esq.

Vice Consul Gen., Montreal Canada.

Please see J. D. Eastwood1 teller and if he has personal knowledge of the facts stated in your telegram of this date, send him here forthwith. At all events send the person having that knowledge. Full compensation will be made for time and expenses.

By order of Sec. of War

H. L. Burnett

Col. & Judge Advocate



1 Daniel S. Eastwood was the assistant manager of the Montreal branch of the Ontario Bank, Canada. Eastwood testified to the financial transactions of Jacob Thompson and John Wilkes Booth with the Ontario Bank (PW, Poore missing, Pitman 63).


	67. DAVID L. SEYMOUR	(1:123)


June 10th

David L. Seymour

Troy N.Y.

Please report here at once as a witness in the assassination cases now on trial.2

By order of Sec. of War

H. L. Burnett

Col. & Judge Advocate



2 Seymour was not called as a witness.


	68. GENERAL B. J. SWEET	(1:124)


June 10th 5 Gen. B. J. Sweet Commanding Post Chicago Ill.

If my argument is printed, send here at once; if not, send copy. It is desired at once in the Judge Advocate General’s office.

H. L. Burnett

Col. & Judge Advocate


	69. MAJOR GENERAL JOHN DIX	(1:125)


June 13th, 5

Maj. Gen. Dix


Comdg New York City

If you can ascertain the precise address of Junius Peadon whose letter of the 7th inst. from Toronto you have forwarded, please telegraph to him to come at once to Washington and to bring with him such witnesses as will be able to prove the facts stated in said letter. All expenses and reasonable compensation will be paid by the Govt.

By order of Sec. of War

H. L. Burnett

Col. & Judge Advocate


	70. MAJOR GENERAL JOHN DIX	(1:126)


June 15th

Major Gen. Dix


Comdg


New York City


General

The evidence in the assassination trials has not, in any manner, connected the prisoner Paine, held by you, with the conspiracy or its execution. If, therefore, there are no other grounds for his detention than his supposed connection with the assassination, the Secretary of War directs that he be released.


Very Respectfully

Your Obt. Servant

H. L. Burnett

Col. & Judge Advocate


	71. GEORGE B. HUTCHINSON	(1:127)


Washington D.C.

June 19th 1865

George B. Hutchinson

American Hotel Toronto C.W.

Please report here as soon as possible. Report immediately on your arrival to Judge Holt. Full compensation for time and expenses will be paid you by the Govt.

By order of Sec. of War

H. L. Burnett

Col. & Judge Advocate


	72. CAPTAIN C. L. CHAMBERLAND	(1:128)


June 19th 5

Capt. C. L. Chamberland

A.Q.M. Knoxville, Tenn.

Think I shall, cannot say positively.

H. L. Burnett

Col. & Judge Advocate


	73. MAJOR GENERAL A. P. HOVEY	(1:129)


June 23 5

Major Gen A. P. Hovey

Indianapolis, Ind.

Can you send Stidger here at once?1

H. L. Burnett

Col. & Judge Advocate



1 Felix Grundy Stidger, a Union detective who infiltrated the terrorist Sons of Liberty and ultimately exposed its leadership in the Indianapolis treason trials.


	74. CAPTAIN C. TAYLOR	(1:130)


June 23 5

Capt. C. Taylor


Judge Advocate

Cambridge, Ohio

I can send a reporter to you tomorrow. Where shall he report?

H. L. Burnett

Col. & Judge Advocate


	75. LIEUTENANT COLONEL L. SKINNER	(1:131)


June 28th 5

Lt. Col. L. Skinner

Comdg Post, Chicago Ill.

I want John Maugham forwarded to Major Gen Hovey at Indianapolis, as a witness against Castleman.

H. L. Burnett

Col. & Judge Advocate


	76. LIEUTENANT L. SKINNER	(1:132)


June 30th 5

Lieut. Col. L. Skinner

Comdg Post, Chicago Ill.

Let Maugham be released.

H. L. Burnett

Col. & Judge Advocate



C


	MAJOR GENERAL GEORGE CADWALADER	(3:1130–35)


“C” 699 (JAO) 1865

Cadwalader, Maj. Gen.

Letterhead: Head Quarters, Department of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, Pa.

April 26, 1865

Special Orders No 99 Extract 3.

The Comdg officer District of Phila. will without delay, forward to Washington, DC in charge of a proper guard, the following named men (now confined at Provost Barracks, Phila.) arrested on suspicion of being implicated in the assassination of the late President of the United States, to be delivered to the Military Commander at that place, and held subject to the orders of the War Department.

Benjamin Booth Cook

Clement H. Pearson

The Qr. Mrs. Dept. will furnish the necessary transportation.

By command of Major General Cadwalader

Albert M. Harper

Capt. AAG

(sgd) Jno. S. Schultze, AAG

“C” 699 (JAO) 1865

Benjamin Booth Cook

Committed April 28, 1865

Is a resident of Lee County, Illinois; by profession a framer; was arrested at Pottsville, Penn. At the time supposed to be J. Wilkes Booth. This man says he has always been loyal to the Government of the United States and left Illinois about six weeks since. He professes to be a Republican and his last vote was cast for Abraham Lincoln. Says he has served as an officer in the 71st Illinois Regiment.

There is no evidence in my possession against this man, and I respectfully recommend his discharge from custody.

William P. Wood

Supt. O. C. Prison

“C” 699 (JAO) 1865

Clement H. Pearson

Committed April 28, 1865

Was arrested in Philadelphia, Pa, by Capt. Dunbar of Harrisburg, Penn.

Pearson has served on the staff of Gen. Stevenson, at Harpers Ferry. No evidence is at this place in any way making him a confident or participant with the assassins.


		(7:216–19)


F-50

Letter to Stanton from Cadwalader, June 28, 1865 and enclosure Office US Agent for Exch. Of Pris.

Richmond Va. April 22, 1865

Dear Bro.

I’ll write you a short note on Confederate paper. Yours of the ____[sic] was duly received.

I have not attempted to give you any news from this city for two reasons. Firstly, the papers give a better description and clothe it in better language. Secondly, I see as much, hear so much & I feel so much that I could not enter into a detailed account of my experiences here unless the Gen. would give me a week or two for that purpose. I’ll tell you “multum in parvo”1 I have a nice comfortable place to work in; I eat at a good table & I just made arrangements yesterday with a young, rich widow, with only one child to sleep at her house, (all for fear of the niggers, you know). How long it will require two beds to accommodate us I don’t know. This last is a fact.

She appears to be a nice woman & I got acquainted with her on the Flag Truce boat last winter. The weather is pleasant but warm. I’ll send you some bonds, notes or whatever you please to call them.

Yours etc. Phil

Remember me to Thorut & the rest.



1 Literally “much in little” or “much about nothing”


	CHARLES E. CADY	(2:114–16)


“C” 45 (JAO) 1865

Hd. Qrs. 138th Pa. Vols.

2nd Brig., 3rd Div. 6th A. C.

4th mo. 22 d 65

General,

I notice in the NY Herald of Date 19th inst. that an arrest has been made of a man & several women, supposed to be implicated in the recent assault on Mr. Seward, & believing that it is the duty of every man to further the ends of justice, I deem to make a suggestion, which if acted upon, may be the means of bringing to light much that is at present dark regarding the late tragedy in Washington. During an experience of 3 years in the army, I have upon several occasions procured from Rebel officers & soldiers much important information while they were partially under the influence of chloroform (preparatory to Surgical interference), information which they positively refused to communicate when free from the anesthetic. My suggestion is based upon the above-mentioned facts.

If the experiment were visited to in the case of the supposed implicated parties now in custody, I would respectfully advise that it be done by men thoroughly skilled in the administration of chloroform, & in a large room, far from furniture; the patient to be placed flat on the back, head slightly elevated; & 2 or 3 windows thrown widely open so as to insure a perfect admixture of atmospheric air with the vapor of the anesthetic. Pure unadulterated chloroform should be used; such as we use in the army; & it should be carefully but rapidly administered; & while the patient is semi-anesthetized he should be questioned bluntly & pointedly.

Pardon this intrusion upon your time & patience, but believe me to be,

Very Respectfully

Your obt. Svt.

Charles E. Cady

Surgeon

Maj. Gen. Augur

Washington DC


	JOHN L. CALDWELL	(3:645–47, PW, Poore II:148, Pitman 148)


“C” 563 (JAO) 1865

John L. Caldwell

May 8, 1865

John L. Caldwell says:

I am employed by Matthews & Knowles No. 49 High St. Georgetown.1 I know George A. Atzerodt. Two or three years ago I was clerking for a man named Adler at Germantown, Montgomery Co. Md. Atzerodt’s uncle, Richter, lived near the store & Atzerodt used to come to the store often & in that way I got acquainted with him. I met him once in Georgetown, 5 or 6 months ago & did not see him from that time until he came to the store on the 15th of April. On Saturday morning April 15th, about 8 o’clock, Atzerodt came into the store & told me he was going to Montgomery Co.2 & asked if I did not want to buy a watch. I said I had a watch of my own & did not want any. “Well”, said he, “I want to borrow $10; I have not any money; I am going to my uncle’s; you let me have the $10 & I will leave my revolver with you, & I will send you the money or bring it to you next week; if I don’t come I will bring it to you”. I let him have the $10 & kept the revolver. The revolver was No. 499, Cooper Firearms Mfg. Co, Frankford, Phila. After I gave him the money I remarked to him that the assassination of the President was a right bad affair. He said, “Yes, it is a pretty bad thing for the country” or something to that effect. He did not seem to be the least excited. I had never been intimate with him; was only acquainted with him.



1 Matthews and Knowles, a dealer in fine teas and choice groceries, was located on High Street (now Wisconsin Avenue) in Georgetown.

2 Atzerodt made his way to the farm of Hartman Richter, a cousin, near Germantown, Maryland, where he was arrested early Thursday morning, April 20, 1865.


	JOHN A. CAMPBELL1	(4:582–87)


R.B. (JAO) P53 1865

H. W. Halleck

Maj. Gen.

Richmond May 25, 65

Forwards two letters from J. A. Campbell, late Asst. Secy. War, C.S.A.

Richmond Va.

March 24th 1865

Maj. Gen. E. C. Ord

Commanding Gen.,

In the report of the proceedings before the Military commission sitting at Washington City for the trial of persons charged with the assassination of the late President Lincoln, of the 22nd Inst. There is a letter purporting to have been written by L. W. Alsten to Mr. Davis as President of the Confederate States2 and upon which the following endorsements appear. “Respectfully referred by direction of the President to Honorable Secretary of War.” Burton M. Harrison3 Private Secretary. Recd. Nov. 29, 1864.

Record book A.G.O. Dec. 8 1864

A.G. for attention.

By order, J. A. Campbell as with other endorsements show that this letter was received at the office of Mr. Davis; that no sanction to the application was given by him, but that the letter was referred to the War Department for suitable action. If the department had approved the scheme of the author of the letter, there would, in all probability, have been some letter directed to be written to him or some special order made upon it. But the endorsement by me shows that I did not consider it worthy of an answer by the department, or even worthy of being submitted to the Secretary of War. The letter is referred to the Adjutant General for such attention as might be deemed proper by him, as having a general oversight of the army as Inspector and Adjutant General, and that the papers might be deposited in his office, it being the office of registry & record for the army. The Adjutant General would never have supposed from the endorsement that he could make any order or give any direction for the execution of the plan proposed. The endorsement employs the words commonly in use by the department in intercourse with the A.G.’s office. I could not have been misunderstood. The Adjutant & Inspector General is General Samuel Cooper, an officer, probably known to you as one of the most experienced officer & honorable men belonging to any army service. It cannot be supposed that in referring a letter to him “For Attention” that I could for a moment anticipates that he would sanction the abominable scheme proposed by the author. Nor would he have been justified in giving any other attention to it than that of directing charges to be preferred against the writer under the articles of war, & under the standing orders of the department, forbidding conduct unbecoming an officer & a gentleman & for conducting his correspondence irregularly.

I have no particular recollection of the letter, and do not remember to have ever seen the author. If he be the son of the gentleman he mentions,1 I feel quite sure that his father would join me in condemning the proposition his letter contains. I am quite confident that no “attention” was ever given to the letter that can implicate Gen. Cooper, or any officer in his department, or myself in any approbation of its contents.

If not inconsistent with your official duty, I shall feel obliged to you to communicate this letter to the Hon. Mr. Stanton, Secy. Of War, and to the Judge Advocate of the Military Court.

Very Respectfully

Your Obt. Svt

J. A. Campbell

If this paper has any connection with my arrest I cordially request that I be allowed to appear before some officer to afford any explanation that may be required. Then an officer of the A. Generals office in Richmond City vicinity who can offer a full information as to the course of business in reference to such papers & as the significance of my endorsements was strictly in accordance with the routine of the office.



1 Confederate assistant secretary of war.

2 The letter written by Lieutenant W. Alston, CSA, was entered into the trial record as Exhibit No. 64. Alston requested Jefferson Davis’s approval “to rid my country of some of her deadliest enemies, by striking at the very heart’s blood of those who seek to enchain her in slavery.”

3 Burton Harrison was private secretary to Jefferson Davis.

R.B. (JAO) P53 1865

Richmond Va.

May 25, 1865

Maj. Gen. L. C. Ord

Commanding Gen.

Upon reflection, I have concluded to add to my letter of last evening by stating the routine of my office, in regard to correspondence such as is alluded to in that communication; I mean of correspondence from the office of Mr. Davis.

When Mr. Davis desired the department to take special action on a paper, he usually endorsed his own directions or remarks on the paper. He was supposed to carry a disposition to give directions to excess. He received a great number of letters, which were simply referred to the War Dept. by his private Secretary. It was generally understood from such an endorsement that Mr. Davis did not expect to hear of the paper again. The Private Secretary brought these letters to the war office & delivered them to the Chief of the bureau. Their reception was noted & they were then passed to me. To some of the letters answers were directed, others were simply filed, & others were sent to the appropriate bureau.

The usual words of reference were, “for inquiry”, “for examination”, “for attention”, “for answer”, “for reference”, these indicated to the bureau that some notice was supposed to be passed & that the proper action was to be directed in that bureau.

The Adjutant Gen.’s Office was the office where papers connected with the army were filed. Where appointments were made, my correspondence conducted & general & special orders given. The Adjutant Gen. was Inspector Gen. of the army & the Judge Advocate of the army was an Assistant A.G. under his direction & orders.

My reference of the letter of Alston shows that no part of his scheme was adopted or entertained. The Secretary of War would have endorsed such directions if that had been the case. If I had regarded the plan as one to be considered upon I should not have referred it to the A.G. but carried it to the Secy. of War for his action. My power did not extend to the consideration and adoption of such an enterprise.

I regarded the scheme as wholly unacceptable, & that there was no occasion to present it to the Secretary. The A.G. probably examined the letter or it was examined by his assistant. My impression is that it was “pigeon holed” a favorite disposition of papers containing wild, insane, foolish or wicked proposals, to officers of experience. No action by the A.G. is indicated, but I am sure that no action would have been ordered except the arrest of the writer had action been taken.

I repeat I have no recollection as to the letter. The correspondence that came before me was very great & often were disposed of rapidly & generally by reading the abstract. Much of the correspondence was irrelevant & to get through with it was not easy. I am not surprised that it has made no distinct impression. But I feel sure that no concurrence has ever been given to the writer; certainly not by me.

Very Respectfully,

J. A. Campbell



1 Alston is the son of William J. Alston, Whig congressman in the Thirty-first Congress, March 4, 1849–March 3, 1851.


	MATTHEW CANNING. SEE JOHN H. JACK	(5:49–57)


	MATTHEW W. CANNING JR.1	(2:36–39)


“T” 19 (JAO) 1865

Brief Biography of J. Wilkes Booth manuscript found on the person of M. W.

Canning when arrested by order of the Provost Marshal, DC

J. Wilkes Booth is the third son of the celebrated tragedian; he was born at Bellair, Harford County, Maryland in the year 1840.2 He has three brothers living: Junius Brutus Booth who has been residing in California for a number of years, and lately returned, and at present fulfilling an engagement at Pike’s Opera House in Cincinnati, Edwin Booth, the popular tragedian, at present playing an engagement at the Boston Theater, and a younger brother Joseph Booth, who at last accounts was in the office of Wells Fargo & Co. in San Francisco; he has also two sisters living, one the wife of Mr. John S. Clark, the popular comedian, and the other an unmarried sister3 residing with his mother at the residence of Edwin Booth in the city of New York.

John Wilkes Booth made his first appearance on the stage at the Arch St. Theater in this city4 at that time under the management of Wheatley & Clark. He appeared under the name of John Wilkes. He remained at the Arch about two seasons and then accepted an engagement at the theater in Richmond Va. where he remained two or three years and became a great favorite. In the season of 1859 he made his first appearance as a star in Columbus Ga., the theater there being under the management of a gentleman from this city, who during the first week of his engagement, accidentally shot Booth in the side. After his recovery, he made his appearance under the same engagement in Montgomery Ala. where he played a highly successful engagement. He then returned north to fulfill engagements offered him in different cities.

Since that time he has become one of the most successful and popular stars traveling. His engagements in Boston are said to have been perfect orations and the same may be said in fact of all his engagements throughout the West. About a year ago he left the stage for the purpose of going into the oil business, having purchased a tract of land in Venango Co, where in connection with his partners he commenced boring for oil. During the month of October or November last past he made a visit to Canada and was there at the time of the St. Albans raid; during this visit, it is supposed by those who knew him most intimately that he became acquainted with parties who are, or were the instigators of the terrible tragedy in which he has made himself the unenviable hero.1 During the month of December he was in Washington and made several visits into Virginia2 for the ostensible purpose of buying land at a great sacrifice from parties who were desirous of going farther South to reside, but recent events convince us it was for the purpose of consulting with the leaders of this most fiendish plot relative to the murder of the President and his cabinet. His actions and conduct, whilst in Washington were of such a peculiar nature that it was frequently remarked by his friends, that; “Booth has oil in the brain” and “Oil is setting John Booth crazy” and many similar remarks.

Provost Marshal’s Office

April 15, 1865

Manuscript found upon the person of M. W. Canning when arrested by Order

of Pro. Marshal Washington DC

John C. Doolman Capt. & Ass. Pro. Marshal



1 Canning owned several playhouses in the South and signed Booth to perform with his (Canning’s) stock company. Canning noticed an unusual lump on the back of Booth’s neck and took him to Dr. John Frederick May in Washington, who removed the tumor. Booth, through carelessness, allowed the sutured wound to tear open, resulting in a large noticeable scar. Canning told detectives about the scar, and they called on May to identify the unusual scar as proof that the corpse taken from the Garrett farm was Booth. Canning was arrested but later released.

2 Booth was born on May 10, 1838, on the family farm near Bel Air, Maryland.

3 Rosalie Booth, born July 5, 1823, the second child of Junius and Mary Ann Holmes.

4 Booth made his acting debut playing the part of Richmond in Richard III at the Charles Street Theatre in Baltimore on August 14, 1855. Booth was seventeen years old.


	W. H. CARROLL	(3:734–37)


“C” 594 (JAO) 1865

Carroll, W. H.

Envelope: Address Col. J. Foster, Esq. Willard’s Hotel, Washington City DC

Postmark New York, Mar. 20

Envelope: Address S. P. Walker, Esq., Willard’s Hotel, Washington City,

Postmark New York, Mar. 20

Strictly Confidential

20th March, 1865

My Dear Sir,

Since your departure I am in receipt of communication from the parties I spoke to you in relation to, that they are willing to make a contract for 5,000,000 lbs. of bacon delivered at any point upon Miss. River agreed upon to be paid for by the same amount of cotton delivered at same point.

The supplies to receive not only every protection, but every facility from their authorities. If you can get permission to take supplies down to the point to be designated, and make the exchange, inform me at once and I will write the parties to draw up the contract and forward it here.

You will require a pass, or other authorization, from the President or Sec. of the Treasury. Either will do. If you cannot get either, it is useless to entertain the matter for a moment.1

Very Truly

Your Friend

W. H. Carroll



1 Booth was in Montreal from October 18 through October 27, 1864. While in Canada he met with Confederate agents George N. Sanders and Patrick Charles Martin.

2 Booth made two trips to Charles County, Maryland, not Virginia. He met on both occasions with Dr. Samuel Mudd and on one of the visits was introduced by Mudd to Confederate agent Thomas Harbin.


		(3:738)


“C” 594 (JAO) 1865

New York City, 20th March 65

S. P. Walker, Esq.

Washington

D. Sir,

I have a letter from Montreal, C. E. from parties (fully authorized) preparing to enter into a contract to give cotton lb for lb for bacon, to be delivered at some point on the Miss. River, to be hereafter designated.

They are empowered by the authorities of the Confederate states to give the necessary protection in every respect and are prepared to make a contract for a large amount, say 10,000,000 millions lbs. of bacon.

Will the Prest sanction anything of the kind? Give the necessary passports, and permits?2 The contract will be satisfied by Davis and orders issued by him for its consummation as soon as a copy of it can reach him. The difficulty if there is any, will be with the authorities of the Govt.

Very Respectfully

Your Friend

W. H. Carroll

No. 9 Wall St.



1 By 1864 there was a robust trade taking place between certain Northern and Southern businessmen involving meat for cotton. The transactions required authorization permits from Lincoln.

2 Samuel P. Walker, the recipient of Carroll’s letter, received an order dated March 6, 1865, signed by Lincoln, authorizing Walker to exchange goods with the enemy and to be given safe passage without interference from the army or navy. See Roy P. Basler, ed., The Collected Works of Abraham Lincoln, 8 vols. (New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press, 1953), 8:336.


	ELI CAPE	(3:349–50)


“C” 480 (JAO) 1865

Cape, Eli

Uniontown, June 6 65

Hon. E. Stanton

Sec. of War.

I see an article in the Pittsburgh Commercial of 3 inst. Signed Lon,1 mailed at Cumberland. I have all reasons of believing the author is formerly a citizen of this county, as one of his friends was told about this letter he made remarks that it was McAlear that had wrote it and I was this moment informed that that person took the first train and went to see McAlear, who lives 16 miles below Cumberland at this time. I have reasons for suspicion. Correspondence between them; his name B. Winslow; he lives in this county. I think it worth attention as McAlear is not of the best character & has opposed the present adm. I enclose you this letter that I refer to.

Yours respectfully

Eli Cape

Uniontown, Fayette Co. Pa.

NB He signs his name Lon F. McAlear. I think he is the person he speak of French, which is his father in law.

E. C.


	LOUIS J. CARLAND	(4:127–32, DW, Spangler, Poore III:51, Pitman 108)


“B” Evd. B. (JAO) P7 1865

Washington, Apl 17, 1865

Statement of Louis Carland, costumer at Ford’s Theater

Louis Carland, I reside at the Theater (Ford’s). I am costumer. I was at the Theater the night of the assassination of Mr. Lincoln. I was in the street in company with Gifford2 at the time the Pres’t was shot. I saw Booth that afternoon. I saw him in front of the theater on 10th Street. It was after five o’clock some that I saw him.3 I was sitting at the time on the steps of the door at the interior. I was sitting on the steps of the door leading to the dress circle. That was the first time I saw Booth that afternoon. I passed the time of day; did not otherwise converse with him. He did not stand there more than a few seconds. Some of our people took him by the arm & walked up the street with him. I don’t know whether they went any further than the restaurant on up to the corner. I am sure it was Booth took some one of our people and walked up the street with them. I think that man was Martins. I am I think positive of that. That is the only time I saw him that afternoon or evening. He had on a dark suit of clothes, slouched cotton hat. I was in the theater that afternoon & was in the theater in the forenoon. I took all dinner about 3 o’clock P.M., in the restaurant beneath. I was not absent at dinner more than ten minutes.

About 3 o’clock in the afternoon I went out of the theater in company with J. B. Wright, the Stage Manager & went first to the telegraph office, next to Politicians printing office, then we turned up 7th St. & went into a small store on E, right hand side near the corner of 7th St. came in co. with Wright to the corner of 9th left Wright & went to a milliners on 9th between D and E; got the ribbon and went to the Theater & then remained 5 or 6 minutes in the office of the theater but did not go into the body of the House. I then went with Gorley1 to Mr. Sears & bought some goods, he is at 268 C St. I returned on to the theater with the goods and carried them into the theater into the wardrobe room; this is in rear of the theater. I enter from the ground, I enter the little door through the alleyway. I remained in the theater but a few minutes & came down—on the steps of the door where Booth passed, sat there for ten or fifteen minutes before Booth passed me.

I saw in the theater that afternoon Mr. Lamb, the scenic artist.2 He was employed on the paint frame in the back part of the stage above the gallery. I saw O’Brien he was on the passage with Mr. Lamb. Mr. Maddox and Mr. Gifford they were on the stage and a person I don’t know asked Maddox & myself out to take a drink.

The rehearsal took place beginning at ½ past 12, I think and ending near 3 P.M. It was during this rehearsal I went out to dinner. When I went in company with Wright I think I was gone about 15 minutes before I returned to the theater. When I went to Sears to purchase goods I was gone from the theater over 20 minutes I think. I went with Maddox and his friend to take a drink at the next door to the theater. I was not absent more than two or three minutes when I went with Maddox & his friend to take a drink.

From 12 o’clock, or noon, I was not out of the theater at any other time or for any other purpose until I came out to sit upon the steps of the theater between 5 & 6 P.M. when I saw Booth except those times I have now mentioned. During the afternoon I was in the wardrobe & curled a wig for Mr. Gorley I made some rosettes & a rose in the [?] another time. I had the key of this room & no one else has a key to it but Gifford. I was employed about an hour & a half, I suppose in making the rosette & curling the wig. I was otherwise employed except walking about in the theater on the stage in most afternoon.

The theater is kept open in the daytime.

Margaret Roysea is employed to clean the theater.

I went on one occasion to the Waverly House, the saloon next door from there over to Keyes in company with Booth, W. B. Phillips,1 Harry Ford, Tom Burns of Baltimore & Mr. Furgeson,2 Frank Drew, George Harry and a man named Deboney3 was also with us. I recollect no actors. All these and except Bob Walker & George Durry whose names I know were attached to the theater. There were others with us whose names I did not know. It was the occasion of the presentation of a watch to Mr. Harry Ford by the attaches of the theater & that is the only occasion I have been out in co. with Booth. I had some conversation with Mrs. Craft. That afternoon I invited her to attend the theater that evening. She was sitting at her door with her baby in her arm. I asked her if she was coming to the theater. I told her the Pres’t & Gen. Grant were coming, that they were dressing the box & putting up the flags & banners. She asked me for a ticket to see him. I could not give her one. A man named Listun said Gen. Lee would be there too.

I did not say to Mrs. Craft on that occasion in substance that she had better go to the theater that night, that she would see something performed this evening that had never been seen in this country.

I told her we’re going to have a grand song sung that evening & showed her the bill with the song on it. This conversation was after I had gone back with the ribbon & before spoke of going after.



1 The “Lon” letter (trial exhibit 76) was introduced by the prosecution as evidence of a wide conspiracy to assassinate Lincoln.

2 James Gifford was the head carpenter at Ford’s Theatre.

3 With the afternoon rehearsal over, Booth entered the theater sometime between 5:00 and 6:00 P.M. and made his preparations to secure the box.

1 Thomas C. Gourlay played the part of Sir Edward Trenchard in Our American Cousin the night of the assassination.

2 James Lamb was a scene painter at Ford’s Theatre. James Maddox was the property manager. James O’Brien worked as an usher. Harry Ford, the younger brother of John Ford, was the treasurer of Ford’s Theatre.


		(4:200–205, DW, Spangler, Poore III:51, Pitman 108)


War Department

Solicitors Office

Washington D. C.

May 4th 1865

Louis J. Carland states:

That he is costumer at Ford’s Theater and plays occasionally. He has been there two years.

First became acquainted with J. Wilkes Booth in Philadelphia three years ago.

Have known him personally but not intimately, simply by seeing him almost every day in the theater.

I was in Philadelphia during the late opera season there, about 2 weeks before the assassination. Was there two days. The last time I saw Booth was on the day of the murder in front of the theater. He came up the street alone from E. Street, passed the time of day with me, stopped a few steps farther & Mr. Mathews4 was standing there. He took him by the arm and they walked up the street. That was the last I saw of him. I never belonged to any secret organization, Free Masons or anything else.

Q. There was a letter found addressed to you by some persons, apparently in relation to a secret organization, found in some papers.

A. I never saw it then. I have never seen the letter.

(An envelope was handed to the witness.)

That is my letter. It came from Ike Russell, Winchester. It just came to New York, & was forwarded to me at Philadelphia. He keeps a store. It was a letter desiring me to send him some books, Les Miserables & others.

Q. Did you receive a letter at any time from Philadelphia written without any signature,—six stars signed—, purporting to come from a secret organization, a rather threatening letter, saying that you had been expelled from some society?

A. While we were practicing at the Chestnut Street Theater, that young man is here in town now, he was a printer at the Chronicle office, Charley Church.

Q. What did he write that about?

A. It was nothing but skylarking at the Allegheny House, Market Street,1 where we boarded altogether. There is another one, I forget his name, Jack something, he was a one-armed soldier; was in Hawkins Zouaves; he was here last winter, and I saw him in New York. Church knows where he is.

The way these letters came to be laid out that day was this; Mr. Ryder wanted some old postage stamps. He asked me for some old letters on which to procure them. I threw down a lot I had in my pocket & said there they were and he could pick them out.



1 Henry B. Phillips was a member of John T. Ford’s stock company.

2 James P. Ferguson owned the saloon next to Ford’s Theatre.

3 John L. Debonay, a member of Ford’s stock company.

4 On the afternoon of the assassination Booth wrote a lengthy letter justifying his actions and gave it to actor-friend John Mathews, telling him to deliver it to the Washington National Intelligencer. Immediately after the assassination. Mathews read the letter and burned it, telling no one until 1867 at John Surratt’s trial. In 1881 Mathews reconstructed the letter from memory with the help of journalist Frank A. Burr, who published it in the Philadelphia Press.
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Carlisle, Frederick

Devoe, Ely

82 Franklin St.

New York, May 5th 1865

Col. H. S. Olcott

Special Comr. War Dept.

Sir,

We have the honor to submit the following report of investigation at Orange N. J. and vicinity, in regard to Kate McDonald.

She is the daughter of Augustus McDonald who was arrested on the supposition of being connected with the Rebel conspirators to burn this city in November, 1864. We consulted with and examined upwards of twenty (20) of the most loyal citizens in Orange but failed to ascertain that she had made use of any expressions detrimental to the administration; or that she was in any way connected with the assassins of our late President.

She is said to be a disloyal and dangerous woman, but we cannot find anyone who has heard her express her sentiments in a disloyal manner. There seems to be a great animosity entertained against her and her father by the neighbors; but we are convinced that there is no ground for a good deal of it; for ought we could learn she conducts herself as a loyal citizen.

We are Colonel,

Carlisle, Frederick

Devoe, Ely



1 Philadelphia.
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Statement of Thomas H. Carmichael

Marshal of Police, Baltimore

Thomas H. Carmichael, Marshal of Police

I reside at No. 100 South High Street, Baltimore. I ordered Wm. E. Wallace1 to arrest O’Laughlin. When he first came to my office, I asked him what his name was, and he said Michael O’Laughlin; said that he left Washington on Saturday the 15th of April. I asked him where he went to when he came to Baltimore, he said to his brother-in-law on Exeter street; that he did not stay there but went to a friends house uptown; he refused telling the name of the friend; he saw Booth in Washington on Friday the day of the assassination, at the National Hotel; he said that he had loaned Booth $500, and that he had been to Washington several times to see him about it. He confessed to having belonged to the Knights of the Golden Circle about four years ago; that he had not seen 1 William E. Wallis, a Baltimore police officer.


	S. CAROLINA	(3:1247–49)
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Carolina, S.

To the Hon. Mr. Johnson, President of the US

Dr. Sir, Hell has not done its best yet. I tell you sir, before God & man last night in this city I heard a plot for poisoning you & as many of your officers as can be accomplished. I disguise my handwriting for my own safety as I am well known to the parties. They have advice from Washington that their course will save the cutthroats as we shall have no President to execute the Judgment of the Court. I beg of you to heed this caution. I am a South American but now an American citizen, am largely interested in the city of Charleston; know the greatest traitor & first mover, namely A. G. McGrath.

He was the first man to move for secession yielding up his office on the instant the Lincoln election was announced. My life if discovered will pay for this act for God’s sake & that of our common country take heed. They will poison you, Grant, Sherman, Sheridan & intend to burn the evidence & papers relative to the trials now going on in Washington. Do not [illegible] but of this or these parts for our movement. I am sworn to secrecy thus am unable to caution you, I hope in time as at a meeting last night the matter was determined on. I will give you further advice if possible. Even now, I fear to mail this & have taken [illegible] to guard my life.

S. Carolina
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John R. Carskaden

New Creek, West Va.

May 25th 1865

Judge Advocate Holt

Dear Sir,

A desire to see the perpetrator of the assassination of our late President brought to justice must be my apology for addressing you these lines.

There is a person in this county by the name of David Gibson Armstrong who is a very intelligent man & who, during Booth’s visit to Richmond last winter was connected in some of the departments (I think) & while there & thus connected formed Booth’s acquaintance, and I have no doubt could give valuable information if summoned before your commission. His attendance I doubt not may be speedily secured through the military authorities at this post.

Very Respectfully,

Your obt Servant

John R. Carskaden

Sheriff Hampshire Co.

West Va.

Address

New Creek

West Va.


	HOSEA B. CARTER1	(4:572–75, PW, Poore II:405, Pitman 38)
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June 3rd 1865

James B. Frye

Hosea B. Carter

Boston, Mass. June 1, 1865

Jas. B. Frye PMG

I saw a Broker from New York at St. Lawrence Hall while Booth was there.

This fact was brought to my mind yesterday in New York by the remark of a gent at the NY Depot that he heard this Broker say on morning after the assassination that he had no doubt that the plot was conceived in Canada by “Sanders & Co.” for, says the Broker, I saw Booth there last fall with Geo. N. Sanders and was introduced to both of them. The name and address of the Broker is “David S. Ogden” Cor. Nassau & Pine Sts. New York.

Truly Yours,

Hosea B. Carter

P. S. I have seen Ogden in company with Sanders, Tucker & Blackburn and think at that time his hopes were with the “Rebs” but the assassination I think, opened his eyes to the conduct of affairs and you can no doubt now get his testimony in the case if desirable.

Truly Yours

Hosea B. Carter


	M. G. CASLING	(2:1144)
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Endorsement: Papers relating to Bernard Koch and a man named O’Neil. No connection with the assassination of the President & Mr. Seward.

Gen. Holt directs that being of no importance now they be laid aside.

Pittsburgh Penna.

May 8th, 1865

William Fox residing in Leechburg, Armstrong County states that a man named O’Neil came to his town about ten days ago, describes him to be a middling tall man heavyset and red faced, darkish hair; says he is from Washington City and used to furnish wood for the government; his mother lives about two miles out from Washington City. He said he wished to buy and lease coal land. He boards at William Barr’s. He is a free talker, sets round and smokes good cigars, has been to Kittanning once and comes to Pittsburgh on Saturdays and remains till Monday. Says he was acquainted with Booth and knew Herold or one of the men who was taken with Booth. Frank Macklin (who lives in Leechburg) told Fox there was a house he had heard of fixed up padded etc. in which to put Abraham Lincoln, whom they intended to capture and afterwards take to the south; that this house belonged to a lady by the name of Neil; by the man’s actions and style, the people in Leechburg mostly suspicioned that this O’Neil may know something of the conspiracy in regard to the assassination of the late President, or else that he has defrauded the government and is trying to conceal his whereabouts. He receives letters from Baltimore and Washington City frequently.

This statement was made and sworn to this day in presence of me

M. G. Casling

1st Lt. R. A. A. A. G.

Monongahela District



1 Carter was called as a prosecution witness to show that Booth met with George N. Sanders, a notorious Confederate agent, between October 18 and 27 during Booth’s visit to Canada.
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Charles W. Caswell

Philadelphia, Pa., April 18, 1865

Attorney Gen. Speed

Sir,

Having heard that the letter found in Booth’s trunk and written by “Sam” is still retained in your possession, I have thought it my duty, in consequence of events subsequent to the “Great National Crime” to respectfully communicate the following: I am personally acquainted with a person by that name who invariably signs his letters accordingly, when addressed to parties with whom he is intimately acquainted.1

His acquaintance, I formed in Castle Thunder, Richmond Va., where he was incarcerated for various military offenses among which was forgery of army Payrolls. I believe also he is a resident of Prince George Co. Md., but previous to the war a resident of Washington and a law student. As far as my judgment of his disposition is correct, he is desperate, and unprincipled. I am also sure that he is in sympathy with the Rebel government, having been an officer of the Rebel army at the time of his incarceration. I do not know what disposition was made of him by the Rebel authorities, after my release from confinement as a political prisoner or the immediate cause of his presence in Washington. His explanation to me was that he escaped from Richmond after a release which explanation I imagined correct, knowing him to have influential relatives residing in Washington. That portion of the language given from the letter herein mentioned in public print bears a striking resemblance to his usual style of expression. His writing is also round and easily identified; one discriminating feature of which is his “I” made after that fashion. His description also answers that given of the party who attempted to assassinate Secretary Seward. I have omitted giving his name for fear of a possibility of his innocence as an accessory to this great crime; but the cumulating circumstances herein set forth have induced me to forward this communication in the hope that if he is the accessory to this sad transaction, I may be a feeble instrumentality of satisfying in a measure the nations solicitude, and bringing the offender to answer before a speedy justice. If you consider any importance to these suggestions you may readily summons my presence in Washington in order that I may give every facility for the apprehension of him whom the above-mentioned circumstances have induced me to suspect. I am a native of Virginia, a refugee, and one of the few whose political predilections underwent no change by imprisonment. I am also an ex-officer of the US Army, and known at Military Hdqrs. at Phila., where a letter will reach me.

I am, sir, very respectfully,

Hastily your humble & obt. Servt.

Chas. W. Caswell

To the Atty. Gen. United States



1 Samuel Bland Arnold, a conspirator in Booth’s capture plot, wrote the “Sam” letter. The man described by Caswell bears no similarity to Samuel Arnold.


	AUGUSTUS R. CAZERAN [CAZAURAN]	(4:14–16)


A. R. Cazeran1

Of the Daily Chronicle office, states that he was in the hospital at Castle Thunder in Richmond when he was visited by Mrs. Junius Brutus Booth. He learned from her that a person named Ida Burnham was a frequent blockade-runner for the purpose of carrying letters; that Ida had carried letters for the various family’s of the Booth’s. A fellow prisoner of Cazerau ^named Houghton^told him that he knew of a secret mail route between Maryland and Richmond, managed by a one Surratt; that Houghton had on his return north informed Col. Ingraham; and one of the editor’s of the Constitutional Union of this city had furnished Surratt letters to be carried by this secret mail route; and that parties in Richmond might disclose much that would be of much importance to the government.2

This witness was present at the theater on the night of the assassination and instantly recognized Booth when he sprang from the box. He states that he saw him that afternoon: that he was sane and sober at 4 o’clock in the afternoon to his certain knowledge.



1 Cazauran, a convicted felon with an outstanding warrant for embezzlement, was arrested when he appeared at the conspiracy trial as a reporter.

2 The mail line was a Confederate courier route running from Washington through southern Maryland to Richmond. It was manned by local citizens who worked as Confederate agents. John Surratt was a courier working for Confederate secretary of state Judah P. Benjamin, and while Surratt used the mail line often, he did not manage it.
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Cazauran, A. R.

April 25th 1865

A. R. Cazauran (Chronicle Office) states:

That while in Castle Thunder Hospital in Richmond, he was visited by the wife of Junius Brutus Booth, brother of John Wilkes Booth; that he learned from her that an actress named Ida Vernon, was a frequent blockade runner for the purpose of carrying letters; That the said Ida Vernon did carry letters from various members of the Booth family and photographs of the same.

On April the 24th 1865, a Mr. Hutton, a fellow prisoner of deponent told the latter that he did know of the existence of a regular secret mail route between Maryland and Richmond, managed by Surratt; that he Hutton had on his return North informed Col. Ingraham, Prov. Marshal of the same. He added that one of the editors of the “Constitution and Union” of this city did furnish to Surratt information for rebel authorities which information was carried by the same mail route. Mr. Hutton expressed a strong desire to see the Sec. of War or some person in high authority, believing from his knowledge of parties in Richmond that he could discover much that it would be important for the govt. to know. Deponent is aware that Hutton was under sentence of death from a rebel court martial, and only reprieved at great cost and trouble.

Deponent distinctly recognized J. Wilkes Booth when the latter jumped from the President’s box upon the stage after the assassination; and knows him to have been sane and sober at four o’clock in the afternoon of the Friday on which he committed the crime.

A R. Cazauran


	JOAO CELESTINO	(7:51–54)


F-12

Letter to Celestine from De Figaniere, May 3, 1865

Hon. De Figaniere

Of Portuguese Legation

To

D. Joao M. Celestine

Translation

War Department

Washington 3 May, 1865

D Joao M. Celestine

As soon as I received a letter of 23rd of last month on the 1st Instant (the first of four which you say you had written) I came here to investigate the motive for your detention.1 The Secretary of War tells me there are proofs which seem to implicate you in the late terrible events. In such case there is no remedy but to await the judicial investigation which I am told will shortly be proceeded with. As you request, I will write to Mr. G. D. Stevenson to inform him of your position.

Your obd. Servant

De Figaniere



1 Joao Celestino was a Portuguese ship captain who was suspected of involvement in Booth’s plot. No charges were ever filed, and Celestino was released.
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E. Chandler

Cecil County, May 23/65

Hon. E. M. Stanton

Dear Sir,

There are two very suspicious looking men working at Oxford, Chester Co. Pa. There was three of them and one is gone; Of those two there now, one calls himself Alexander May, the other calls himself Lewis William. The former is the larger of the two and about 5 ft. 9 high, stout made, rather long featured though full faced, dark complexion, dark hair and eyes; had when he came large black whiskers and mustache, though has removed them. He would weigh from 170 to 180 lbs. And his hands are the most delicate and feminine I ever seen on a man of his proportions; appears to be a good scholar and an excellent reader; had a theatrical step or motion; says he has lived in St. Mary’s County, he appears to keep one eye rather more closed than the other and from his motion he is engaged at work that he never followed before; has a stern and rather sulky look. The smaller one calling himself Lewis William, ^says he had lived about Washington^, has dark hair, eyes & complexion also mustache; spare face and large nose bordering on Roman; about 5 feet 7 or 8 inches; would weigh about 140 lbs.; hands look much more like one that had labored than those of the larger. They have told conflicting stories about their former residence; would it not be well to send a detective to take a look at them for any information or assistance? Address by mail or in person, E. Chandler MD Oxford, Chester Co. Pa. You can rely on him.

These men are engaged with shovels & picks removing the brick & mortar from the foundation of an old church and it does not require close scrutiny to see they are not adept in the use of these tools, more especially the larger one. They have been there about 5 days.


	ERASTUS M. CHAPIN	(6:327–29)
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23rd April 1865

Chapin, Erastus M.

Erastus M. Chapin, 450 G Street, between 6 & 7, being duly sworn, says that he keeps a stable in company with Jeremiah T. Matlock.

I do not know a man by the name of Atzerodt; I never knew a man by that name; has heard of a man named Surratt, that his residence was formerly in Prince Georges County, Md., & that he resides on H Street, but does not know anything or that he ever saw him. Does not know from whom he heard it. The first knowledge that he had of his name was obtained from the newspapers since the assassination of the President. Do not know a man by the name of David Herold, though I believe I have heard of a family by that name residing at the Navy Yard. Have heard of J. Wilkes Booth as a tragedian, but did not know him personally and never saw him to my knowledge.

I keep horses by the month; do not know of either of these parties keeping horses there. We usually find out the names of parties bringing horses there for permanent keeping; though when a person comes in simply to have his horse fed, we frequently do not ask the name.
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Chauncey, Wm. A.

Washington, June 5th 1865

Maj. Gen. Hunter;

Sir,

In compliance with your request yesterday in reference to a witness that I wished to have summoned to appear before the court of which you are the President, I would respectfully ask that he be sent for immediately, as he talks of leaving this city this afternoon for Annapolis where he is employed by the government as a clerk.

The name of the witness is Joseph Fletcher. He resides on I St., second door from 4th Street, in the northern part of the city. He told me that he was acquainted with J. Wilkes Booth, Sam Arnold & Mike O’Laughlin and that as he had seen a good many strangers with them that he might be able to recognize some of the other prisoners. I hope that he will have time to collect his thought as he is very easy excited. I mean that I want him to get his evidence into some shape. Send for him immediately.

Believe me General, your humble servant, Wm. A. Chauncey, Clk, City

Post Office, Washington, DC
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General Land Office

April 25th 1865

Sir,

Information was brought me last evening by some colored women that a rebel soldier who had been paroled came to the house of his uncle, a Mr. Flynn living on “L” Street between 12 & 13 Streets, north side of the street and had remained there a few days before the assassination of the President; that on the night of the assassination he was out all night, returning home about 6 o’clock in the morning; gave the particulars of the boys holding the horse for Booth etc.

This man boasts that he and others poisoned the water where our army or portions of it would march and had killed many of our men in this way, but that at one time the rebels drank from the same water before they knew of the poisoning and it killed a number of them.

Mr. Flynn, the uncle of this rebel is said to be a coachmaker, and this rebel left his house for a few days after the assassination but has now returned and is at work for his uncle.

This uncle, I learn from the same source, said on the day after the assassination that “he was glad of it” and that “Lincoln ought to have been shot two years ago.”

I do not know either of these men, but these colored women have the character of being honest, faithful & reliable. This conversation in Flynn’s family was overheard by one of the family of these colored folks.

With great respect,

Your Obt Servant

A. Chester

Headq. Division Private Land Claims

Late Inspector of Hospitals & Prisons

Hon. E. M. Stanton

Secretary of War


	SAMUEL KNAPP CHESTER	(4:17–19, PW, Poore I:43, Pitman 44)


Samuel K. Chester

Was an actor in New York, and says that he knew J. Wilkes Booth very intimately; that in the month of the December last Booth spoke to him about going into some oil speculating. He told him that he could not go into that them because he had no money. He said that they did not need any money, that he would furnish all of the money that was required. He told him that he could not, and that if ^for^ he had no money; ^and^ he did not see how a man could speculate who had nothing to speculate with; that Booth then told him that he would explain to him if he would have a convenient opportunity, and walked up Broadway with him. Booth told him that what he wanted to talk to him he could not say there, and taking him off Broadway on to fourth Street about one block from Broadway he took him to one side and stated to him that there was a plan better than the oil companies they had been talking of. And first stated that it was to buy lands in Virginia. After considerable conversation he finally opened the whole affair to him, and stated to him that it was a plot to kidnapped the president and Cabinet and take them to Richmond; that there were over 50 to a hundred engaged in the plot; that they have all taken the oath of secrecy, and that the plot was completed, and only wanted him to give his assistance to complete their entire number.1 The witness declined having anything to do with it; and upon stating that he could not afford to let his family suffer as they would from the failure of the plot, Booth told him that he could let him have two or $3000 to leave for his family. Witness refused to have anything to do with the affair but Booth repeatedly pressed him to enter into it; and stated that the part he wanted him to take was to attend to the back door of the theater and see that it should be opened for the parties operating there. Witness states that he always refused to have anything to do with the plot; that Booth threatened to murder him if he ever revealed any of the details of the same, and informed him that he had proof in his possession against him that could implicate him, and stated that he carried a derringer to shoot any person who might betray or inform of anything regarding the plot. Witness further says that lately he had come to the conclusion that it was one of his stories told to him by way of bravado and with no foundation in fact.



1 Booth attempted to enlist Chester in his capture plan. Chester refused and remained adamant about not having any part in Booth’s plot, but he never informed the authorities. Chester provided the only testimony among 366 witnesses that Booth originally planned to kidnap Lincoln, not kill him.
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April 28, 1865

April 30, 1865

Statement of Samuel K. Chester

April 28th, 1865

Samuel K. Chester states as follows:

I live in New York, 360 Grand Street; Am an actor; was last connected with Winter Garden.2 Have known John Wilkes Booth about 3 years. Have known him in the profession about 6 years. I was on terms of close friendship with him ever since I knew him.

Col. Foster—State what agreement or understanding there was between you about getting a place on Ford’s Company here.

Witness—Well he came there to New York and I spoke about being very much dissatisfied, expressed my dissatisfaction to Conwell of the Front Street Theater, Baltimore; I also expressed my dissatisfaction to Booth when he was in New York. He asked me why and I told him. He said “if you are dissatisfied, why don’t you go away?” “Well”, said I, “I have a family to look after and I shall have to provide for them first”. Said he “I can get a situation, or will try, if you want to leave.” That is all. He didn’t say where he would get it for me. He said he would try and get me one. He asked me if I would like to return to Baltimore, or would like to return to Washington. I said I did not care where he got the situation, if it were some other place than that where I was at that time. He suggested that I might ^want to^ return to Baltimore. I met him in Baltimore, and we had an engagement there.1 One night Mr. Ford sent me down here to play with him. Some party had disappointed them, and I went down to fill their place that night. I did not see him any more until in New York. He was there frequently. I saw him very frequently this last fall & winter.

Q. During the last few months have ^you^ had conversation with him about the state of the country?

A. He was always talking about politics & one thing & another, but I never had anything to do with politics whatever, talking in parties, but not with one individually.

Q. Hasn’t he unburdened his soul to you particularly?

A. I will tell you what he did say to me that may perhaps throw some light on this subject.

In New York he came to me, I think in December,2 ^but^ I can’t be positive about it. I was going along Broadway and ^saw^ him; he seemed to be talking to some gentleman there about his oil speculations. He stopped me & passed the compliments of the day. He asked me where I was going. I told him up to the theater and he said he was going up with me. He said “They are laughing at me about a speculation, but I have a greater speculation than they know that they won’t laugh at.”

The next time I saw him he asked me how I would like to go into this speculation with him. I told him I didn’t know what to do had no money. I asked him what it was, and he said speculating in farms & lands in Maryland and Virginia. He said it would not require any money of any account, that he would furnish all that was required if I would go into the speculation with him. I told him I did not know what it was. Then he came away and I heard from him at Washington, & he again spoke about these speculations in farms or lands in Virginia and Maryland; that he was still about to purchase. I told him that I had no money to invest. He wrote several times about this, but did not tell me what it was. He afterwards came to New York & came to my house on Sunday night. I know it was Sunday because I went out with him & I never go away from my house except Sunday nights & was then at home with my family. I went with him & he asked me to the House of Lords to drink with him. We drank considerably there. We came out & I started to go home. I lived then in another portion of the city, at 45 Grover Street near Blucker, and I said, “John, I bid you goodnight.” Said he “hold on, I want to tell you what this speculation is”. “Yes,” said I, “I wish you would because you have worried me enough about it”. He said “come up the street”. I went up Broadway with him. Said he, “it is something not public, but we want it private”. We were by 4th Street then. We went up 4th Street a block or so. He said, “This is a speculation that I am concerned in. There is an immense party connected with it” and led me to believe that there was a party of 50 or a hundred connected with it. He took me further up the street, and said “it is a conspiracy against the Government” Said I “To do what?” He said they had been planning some time to capture the heads of the Government at Washington and carry them to Richmond, including Mr. Lincoln. He says, “It is nearly made up now, and we want you in”. I said, “No John, I can’t have anything to do with anything of that kind”. Said he “Why?” I replied that it was [illegible three words] bring ruin on my family for life” He said, “if it is money you require I have 3 or 4 thousand dollars that I can leave them. I said, “It is uncompensation for my loss”. When he found I would not consent to it he said, “At any rate you won’t betray me, because you can’t for I have facts in my possession that will ruin you for life”. Said I, “It is very wrong, John, because I have always looked upon you as a friend and have never done you any wrong.” He said the party was sworn together by a solemn oath that the man that betrays them they will hunt down through life. He said “I carry a derringer loaded to shoot every one that betrays me.” I told him I could not have anything to do with it, and was astonished at him that ^he^ a man like him should have anything to do with such a foolish affair. I then bade him goodnight and I left him. Early in the next week I received a letter from him, telling me “You must come to Washington, I cannot do without you”. He ^I^ wrote him a letter saying “It is not possible; I cannot come.” By return mail I received another letter saying “you must come. Enclosed you will find $50 to pay your expenses and more money when you get here”. He said “If you don’t come, keep the money.” I wrote him saying that I would not go, and I could not be connected with the affair. Sometime after that he came again to New York and told me that he would release me from all connection with it; that he was sorry that he asked me to do anything of the kind; that I need not be concerned in it at all. He said he respected me and my mother and my wife and was sorry that he mentioned it to me. I thanked him for being so kind to me and for putting me in such a favorable light. He then says to me “I am going to Richmond. If anything happens to me I am going to leave something I want you to get and want you to attend to it. I want you to promise me you will do it” I said “I will, John, if it is nothing connected with this affair; if it is, I will have nothing to do with it. He said “oh no, it is nothing of that kind”. I bade him goodnight, and he went away and I do not think I heard from him anymore, do not think I ever received any more letters from him; but I wrote to him imploring him to give up the wild idea; told him that he was sacrificing his own reputation & his mother’s, sister’s and brother’s happiness by this wild act of his. He came to New York after that, and he told me that he had given up this idea that the affair had fallen through in consequence of some of the parties backing out of it. I said “Thank God for your sake, John, I always liked you, and am glad you are clear of it.”

That was, I think, the latter part of January or first of February. The first time he talked with me about it was in the latter part of November or December. He said no more to me about it. I returned him his money this time. The 50 dollars. He said he would not have taken it if he had not been short of funds.1 He said the affair had already cost him something over four thousand dollars in horses and such like but they were now sending them off, and he thought he would get some of his money back. He said no more upon the subject and went home. I was only with him a few moments in this same “House of Lords”. I think the next time I saw him I went up to Winter Garden one morning to see if there were any letters there for me, and while there standing at the door talking with some friends, Booth came out of the theater and said “How do you do”. I shook hands with him and we went into the Lafarge House to take a drink. He said he had an engagement with a lady uptown, and we separated. The next time I saw him he had just come back from Boston that day. This was the Friday of the week previous to the assassination. I was going up Broadway and just by the Broadway Theater saw him standing in the door talking to a gentleman. He stopped me & asked where I was going. I told him I was going up to the theater and had some business to attend to. He said he was going up the street too. He walked up the street with me, and on the way we met Mr. Daniel Haskins of the Virginia Cavalry, and Mr. Thomas Johnson, treasurer of the theater. Mr. Harry Pierson—I think it was at the corner of Prince Street. He asked me to go and join him in a drink. We went into a saloon opposite the Metropolitan Hotel and took a drink. I bade them good day and went away. By the way, he told me wanted to see me. I said all right, I would see him with a good deal of pleasure. He said he would be over to the Metropolitan. After I got through transacting my business at the theater I went down Broadway and stopped in front of the Metropolitan but did not see him and made up my mind he went home. Mr. McCullough came out and asked me if I had seen Booth. I told him not since an hour or so ago. He said, “But you have not seen him lately” I said no. I went over to a fruit store near Blucker Street ^(Blackman’s)^ where a great many professional people congregate, and there were some 8 or 10 in there and Booth amongst them. They were all drinking and he asked me to join with him in a glass of ale, which I did. Several others came in, Booth was pretty well filled. He was drinking pretty freely and talking pretty loud. I was standing over against the wall in the corner opposite the bar, talking with Mr. Joe Whiton, and Mr. Harry Wall came in the saloon and Booth came over to us and said “I always wanted to like Harry Wall, but I don’t like him for one thing”. He said that while Wall and Adams were in Memphis or Nashville, I don’t remember which, Mr. Wall being agent for Mr. Adams, some ladies invited them to call on them and while there the ladies sang some secession song or air; and Mr. Adams objected to it, and said he was a Union man. Mr. Wall said he also objected, that he was a Government Detective, and that they should not sing or play them. The ladies told Mr. Adams that they respected him for his sentiments, etc. but as for Mr. Wall, if he came there in the disguise of a Government detective they would show him the door. He said that since then he had disliked Mr. Wall. He wanted to like him but could not like him for that reason. He was beginning to talk pretty loud, so I reminded him that he had forgotten that McCullough wanted to see him. So we left the place together, and he asked me to go up to the “House of Lords” and take some Welsh rabbits with him. I went with him there. We sat down and the conversation turned on his business was in regard to various casual subjects. Finally he slapped his hand upon the table and said “what a splendid chance I had to kill the President on the 4th of March.”1 I said something to him about being a foolish fellow, crazy or something of that nature; What good would it do him to commit an act like that? He said he could live in history if he committed it. I told him he was foolish, that he had enough to attend to in his profession and that he could gain glory and reputation enough in that. He said that he never could reason with me, that I was something like his brother Edwin; and then he related a circumstance about his brother in Boston.2 He had been up there recently, and went to see his brother at the theater, and his brother’s colored boy and dresser was in the room. He remarked to the colored boy “Well Jim, Richmond has fallen at last; what do you think of it?” “Yes”, said the colored boy, who was from Richmond, “Poor Richmond!” His brother spoke and said, “Sorry, you rascal? You ought to be glad, it has been a great blessing to mankind that it has fallen.” He then told other anecdotes of his brother Edwin. How he had once asked him to leave his house for expressing his secession opinions. Then the conversation turned upon his agent his business, Mr. Simonds. I mentioned that I had heard indirectly from him that Booth had made 80 or 100 thousand dollars from his oil speculations. He said he would have made double that if Simonds had not influenced him to do contrary from what his own course would have been; i.e. not to invest in some lands which turned out to be very profitable indeed.

He had been kissing a ring on his finger, and laughing about it. About the middle of this conversation I forgot to say that a gentleman came in and sat down at a table near us. Booth, who, as I said had been drinking freely, thought he was listening; and said “If there is one thing I despise more than another is a damned scoundrel that will listen to what others are saying”. He said “let us go away from here”. So we went to another table. He got to talking about this affair of Harry Wall’s again. We had some more ale. I had ale, I forget what he took. He had a ring on his finger, which he kept kissing. I asked him what was that. He said it was a little affair he was engaged in. We had taken a second welsh rabbit; and having finished eating and taken another glass of ale, we went up to the bar and he pulled out some money to pay the bill. I offered to pay for my share, but he refused to allow me to do so, remarking that “Petroleum pays for this”.

It being about time that I was going to the theater we walked up the street, and I again asked him to give me the story of the ring. He then informed me that he was engaged ^to be married^ to a young lady at Washington.1 I told him I presumed that was another of his crazy ideas. He told that she gave him a ticket to the stand on Inauguration day; which the fact of his being on the stand he had already mentioned in conversation with the opportunity that occurred for the assassination of the President on that day. He talked about her most of the way along the street. She had told him that the only objection she had to him was that he was an actor; and his reply was that the only objection he had to her was that she was an Abolitionist. He told me who she was. I would not like to compromise the lady by giving her name, but of a very respectable family.

I then left him to go to the theater. The next Monday I received a letter from him dated Philadelphia on Saturday. As well as I can remember the contents of the letter, he asked me how I felt after eating those Welsh rabbits. He said, “Plead my excuses to John McCullough and tell him I am sorry that I could not see him that day. There was a girl in the scrape. Tell him I am going to Oil City”. That was dated on the Saturday preceding the murder. These letters are destroyed. I destroy all the letters that I receive every Sunday. I attend to my correspondence on Sundays. He never gave me the name of the person concerned in this plot. He never gave me to understand that any parties in Canada were concerned in it, but he told me in the early part of November, I think, that he was going to Canada. He was gone a week or two,2 & then came back and told me that he was going to run the blockade; that he had sent his wardrobe to Canada, but he did not tell me who had it in charge.

He told me at one time that he wanted me to come to Washington; he said that I was acquainted with the theater, and that they wanted me for the purpose of pulling aside the back door of the Theater as they were capturing the President. I told him I would have nothing to do with it. He never mentioned Mr. Ford’s name in connection with this. He did not mention any one in the theater as being any in his interest that I am aware of. He said that he had broached the affair to several but could not get any to assist him in the theater. I think he told me once was that he broached the subject to a man by the name of Mathews. Who, I believe was an actor there a year ago last winter ^I do not know who he is.^ Did not mention the name of Gifford or Spangler nor the carpenter, janitor or property man. He said that when he presented the matter to Mathews, the latter was frightened to death, almost, but he said “I cowed him down.” He said that when he talked to anybody upon the subject he had documents in his possession that would implicate him. He said Mathews would not have anything to do with it, but he frightened him so he would not tell. I do not know what he had against me. He said that when they captured them, they were going to take them to Richmond, and parties on the other side would cooperate with them. He never mentioned any names or parties. He never said they were going to carry off Grant. He never said where he got the money from. He said that it was his own money. He said that there would be money in it after the thing was done.

Q. What was the general inference that you drew from his conversation? That the money would be supplied by the Rebel Government?

A. Well, I thought so. That was so nearly my conviction that I did not think it worthwhile to ask him about it. He did not imply that, but that is what I inferred myself.

I was born in Baltimore. Did not go to college with him. At Winter Garden I was engaged in the heavy business. Was playing the king in Hamlet.

I have not sympathized with Booth in his secession ideas. I was never anything of a politician. Never voted nor argued on one side or the other.

Have never belonged to any secret organization of any kind; never belonged to any organization or society except a dramatic association in my youth. Have never been in meetings when any kind of organization called society was held at any time.

Q. Did you ever hear of the existence of any organization whatever of any kind whatever, of which Mr. Booth was a member?

A. There was an association at the time I was playing in Richmond, which several members of the Company joined and I think he joined it also. I forget the name of it. That was about ‘58 or ‘59. I do not know what the object of the society was. Never heard what the object of it was. I think there was a man gentleman by the name of Carland at Ford’s Theater a year ago last winter, I think. He was then playing different parts. I think.



2 The Winter Garden was owned and operated by Edwin Booth.

1 At John Ford’s Holliday Street Theatre in Baltimore.

2 On November 25, 1864, the Booth brothers (Junius, Edwin, and John) appeared in a benefit performance at Edwin Booth’s Winter Garden Theatre in New York to raise money for a statue of William Shakespeare. Chester was part of the Winter Garden’s stock company, and it was shortly after this benefit performance that Booth attempted to enlist Chester into his capture plot. Chester refused.

1 Booth had not drawn a paycheck for six months and lost most of his investment in oil. Booth, normally very generous to his friends, pled poverty at the time he began incurring considerable expenses to further his capture plan.

1 Booth apparently received a ticket to view the inaugural ceremony from the east front of the Capitol area not far from where Lincoln spoke.

2 Junius Brutus Booth Jr., known by family and friends as “Jun.”

1 Lucy Hale, the daughter of Republican senator John Parker Hale (New Hampshire).

2 Booth was in Montreal a total of ten days, from October 18 through October 27.


	WM. L. CHILDS	(4:133–34)


“C” Evd. B. (JAO) P7 1865

April 15th, 1865

Examination of Wm. L. Childs

Examination before Justice Olin

My name is William L. Childs, am employed in the Joiner’s department at the Washington Navy yard. About two or three weeks ago in a store kept on Garrison Street, a clothing store. I heard a man whose name is said to be Charles Hamilton say that he had seen Jeff Davis within three months and that he had sent him there; that the said Charles Hamilton was here for a special purpose which to kill that G__ D__ s__ of a b___h Abraham Lincoln and that he would do it the first chance that he got so help him God; that he wasn’t afraid of rope. I told these police men of what I had heard. I do not know what became of the man after that. There were two men in the store and who heard the same conversation. One of them keeps the store the name of the one of the policemen to whom I reported this conversation was Tuples as I have heard since.

Wm. L. Childs


	CIPHER LETTER1(M. M. JONES)	(7:162–65)


F-38

Letter (cipher)2 to North from Jones, Mar. 7, 1866

Endorsement Dr letters in cipher to Col. North, M. M. Jones

Utica, N. Y. Mar. 7 1866

This letter in cipher by M. M. Jones to Col. North was found some months ago but the key3 has only just been discovered. It speaks for itself. Without the key I don’t believe it can be deciphered as the same cipher seldom stands twice for the same letter and the alternate lines are read from right to left. The endorsement and signature of Jones are genuine as R. Conkling M.C. can tell at a glance. Jones and North were in Old Capitol for frauds as to soldiers votes. An imprudent word would send Jones to Canada unless his copperhead friends determine to fight [Every other line in the original message was written backwards. To improve readability, the lines are typed both ways. See column 2].



1 Every other line was written backwards. To improve readability the editors have typed the lines both ways.

2 The translated cipher reads “Utica, N.Y. Mar 9 1865 Dear Col. Things are working out first rate. Booth the actor will make a sure thing of ozdabc [Old Abe ?] or die in the attempt. He told me a sure hand will search out Seward’s heart. The brute Stanton will also meet his deserts [sic] by a sure hand. Weoid cahit ol men are first rate haters. Yours truly, M. M. Jones.”

3 The key letter matches certain letters that allow the cipher letter to be decoded. Both the sender and receiver must use the same key.


	CIPHER LETTER (M. M. JONES)	(2:172–74)


TABLE 7 Cipher Letter of M. M. Jones


	Utica NY Mar 9 1865	
	Dear Col.	
	Thingsareworkingfirstra	Thingsareworkingfirstra
	kamlliwerotcaehthtoobet	[tebooththeactorwillmak]
	easurethingofozdabcordi	easurethingofozdabcordi
	cmatotchostpmettaehtni	[intheattemptsehetoldme]
	asurehandwillsearchouts	asurehandwillsearchouts
	natseturbehttraehsdrawe	[ewardsheartthebrutestan]
	tonwillalsomeethisdesert	tonwillalsomeethisdesert
	emdlotehstpmettaehtni	[sbyasurehandweotdcatht]
	olmenarefirstratehaters	olmenarefirstratehaters
	senojmmylurtsruoy	    [yourstrulymmj ones]


“E” 65 (JAO) 1865

Evidence

Secret service cipher confederate states army found among papers of J. Wilkes Booth.1

Handwritten on back

Secret Service

Mystery

State

predicate

Examine

Youngun

ZABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZA

BCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZAB

CDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZABC

DEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZABCD

EFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZABCDE

FGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZABCDEF

GHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZABCDEFG

HIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZABCDEFGH

IJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZABCDEFGHI

JKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZABCDEFGHIJ

KLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZABCDEFGHIJK

LMNOPQRSTUVWXYZABCDEFGHIJKL

MNOPQRSTUVWXYZABCDEFGHIJKLM

NOPQRSTUVWXYZABCDEFGHIJKLMN

OPQRSTUVWXYZABCDEFGHIJKLMNO

PQRSTUVWXYZABCDEFGHIJKLMNOP

QRSTUVWXYZABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQ

RSTUVWXYZABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQR

STUVWXYZABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRS

TUVWXYZABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRST

UVWXYZABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTU

VWXYZABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUV

WXYZABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVW

XYZABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWX

YZABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXY

ZABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ



1 The Confederates used this type of alphabet cipher known as a Vigenère Square. It required a key word or phrase that allowed a cipher message to be decoded. This Vigenère Square was found in Booth’s room at the National Hotel was entered into the trial record as Exhibit No. 7.


	N. P. CHIPMAN	(2:602–3)


“C” 174 (JAO) 1865

Chipman N. P.

Mil. Com

470 14th Street

Col.

The bearer Mrs. Pearson is the wife of Lt. Pearson now confined in O. C. Prison1 on charge of aiding in some way the assassination of Mr. Seward.

Lt. Pearson has served as a private several years in the old regular army & at the beginning of this war was made Lt. & has served on Gen. Stevenson’s staff. Gen. Max. Webber2 also & has been wounded 5 or 6 times.

I knew him on Gen. Stevenson’s staff.

Pearson says he can explain everything if he can have a chance. I don’t know anything about the evidence against him but the fact that he has been in our service so long & has testified in so substantial a manner his loyalty, makes me feel interested to ask your special attention to the case.

I think in an interview with him, knowing what you do already of the case, you can detect any attempt at concealment.

May I ask you to look into this case when you are at the O. C.

I address you as I am informed you are engaged in taking evidence in these cases.

Very truly,

N. P. Chipman

Col. Etc.

To Capt. Foster, Judge Advocate



1 Old Capitol Prison.

2 Brigadier General John Dunlap Stevenson commanded the District of Harpers Ferry, West Virginia. Brigadier General Max Weber was in command of the post of Harpers Ferry, West Virginia.


		(3:1136–42)


“C” 700 (JAO) 1865

Chipman, N. P.

Mil. Com. May 1 1865

Gen.

The bearer, Mrs. Pearson is wife of Mr. Pearson in O. C. Prison under charge of aiding in some way the assassination of Mr. Lincoln.

I have looked into the case a little & have talked with Col. Baker about it. He thinks Pearson is wrongfully detained i.e. that there is no evidence against him. At any rate there seems no objection to the wife seeing him & I respectfully recommend it.

N. P. Chipman

Col. Etc.

Gen. Hardie

“C” 700 (JAO) 1865

Adjutant

Please be so kind as to send this dispatch for me and you will greatly oblige one who is in trouble with but few friends among which I am hoping to say the general is one General Stevenson, Harpers Ferry Va. and Colonel Chipman AAGC War Department another. This please do for God’s sake for I cannot live here many days longer.

Respectfully

Your obt Svt

Clement H. Pearson

Adj.Weber

Brigadier General Seward,1 Washington DC

General, I have been most unjustly arrested at this post by some officers belonging at Harrisburg; As they claimed by orders from Washington for my arrest as being connected with the assassination of Secretary Seward. All I can say is that I am innocent and know nothing about the affair at all. Please have me released at once. I cannot stand this any longer.

Clem. H. Pearson

Late ADC

Gen. Stevenson’s Staff



1 William Henry Seward Jr.


	THOMAS CHISSEN	(4:389–91)


“C” R.B. (JAO) P25 1865

19th April 1865

Chissen, Thomas

Paymr. USN

Thomas Chissen says he is employed in the Navy Yard as paymaster. Boards with Mrs. Herold. Commenced boarding there the first part of February. Mrs. Herold has children. Mrs. Rockwell, I believe, is the oldest. She is now living in Baltimore. Her husband is in command of a supply steamer running between there and New York. The next oldest, I guess is Mrs. Nelson, married to Mr. Nelson from Alabama. He is in Colorado Territory; I have heard others say. I do not know what his business is. The next I guess is Miss Jane, the next Miss Kate Virginia; the next Miss Emma. None of these are married. She has only one boy that I know of whose name is David.


	CIPHER	(7:672–75)


F-123

Ciphers

As translated

Jthings are working first rate

Booth to act or will make

A sure thing of old abe or

Die in the attempt so he told me

Ton will also meet his deser


	JOHN W. CLAMPITT AND WALTER S. COX1	(3:318–20)


“C” 469 (JAO) 1865

Jno. W. Clampitt, W. S. Cox

Rooms of Mil. Comm.

Col H. L. Burnett

Dear Sir,

We the undersigned would be greatly obliged for a copy each of your reply to pleas of counsel etc. to the jurisdiction of the Military Commission convened by Major Gen. Hooker commanding Northern Dept.

Very Respectfully

Jno. W. Clampitt

W. S. Cox



1 Clampitt and Frederick A. Aiken were defense attorneys for Mary Surratt. Cox, a law professor at Columbia College (later Columbia University), was attorney for Michael O’Laughlen.


	M. A. CLANCEY	(3:878–81)


“C” 634 (JAO) 1865

M. A. Clancey (memorandum by)

Washington, May 1st, 1865

Thos. Henry Owens (gives his name as James Owens) states that two persons corresponding to the description of Booth & Herold, came to the house of Austin L. Adams (now a prisoner) with his wife, on Thursday night succeeding the assassination; stayed there until Friday night, when they disappeared. They did not stay in the house, but were fed by Mrs. Adams. Adams & his wife deny all knowledge of the affair. Owens is a workman for Adams. From other witnesses it appears that Owens assisted either Booth & Herold or other parties to cross the Potomac.2 He is an ignorant, stubborn fellow, and will require the sternest measures to elicit anything from him.

Henry Woodlawn (colored) (not arrested) is a witness against Adams & his wife.1 Testifies that Adams said he was going to hide a boat on the Thursday succeeding assassination. Adams was missing from Thursday noon until Friday morning; supposed to have assisted Booth & Herold across the river.

Ask Owens about Tom Harbin, who stopped at Adams’s some time previous to the assassination, and who is supposed to have made arrangements for the passage of the assassins across the River.

Capt. Samuel Cox is clearly implicated by the evidence of Osborne Swann (colored) (both sent here under arrest.)2 Swann has a wife & 8 children, who are left without protection in Bryantown, and all due leniency should be shown him.

Dr. Samuel. Mudd (under arrest) has made a statement, a copy of which (I believe) was forwarded to Col. J. H. Taylor, Chief of Staff, AAG of Maj. Gen. Augur. It is not clear that he had any ^guilty^ knowledge in setting Booth’s leg.3

Maj. John A. Wait 8th Ill. Cav., has arrested and sent up some 18 or 20 prisoners, accompanied with sworn statements or memoranda. I believe he has also reported in person at Headquarters, Washington & will be able to give ample information in regard to prisoners.

Col. Wells4 at Port Tobacco, Md., has written statements of several witnesses (some arrested and some not) and will be able to give full information. He can do better personally than by letter.



2 Union detectives telegraphed the War Department that Booth and Herold had crossed the Potomac River on Sunday, April 16, when in fact James Owens had rowed Confederate agents Thomas Harbin and Joseph Baden across the river on that day. Booth and Herold crossed on the night of April 22–23. The misidentification set events in motion that resulted in Booth’s death and Herold’s capture.

1 Henry Woodland (not Woodlawn), a former slave and later employee of Confederate agent Thomas Jones, hid a rowboat according to Jones’s instructions that Booth and Herold used to cross the Potomac River on Sunday, April 23.

2 Samuel Cox, a Confederate agent living in Charles County, harbored Booth and Herold in his house for several hours on Sunday, April 16, before ordering his overseer, Franklin Roby, to hide the two fugitives and made arrangements with Thomas Jones to send them across the Potomac River at the safest opportunity.

3 Mudd’s claim of innocence collapsed under close scrutiny. He was arrested on Monday, April 24, and placed in the Carroll Annex of Old Capitol Prison.

4 Wells was provost marshal for the defenses south of the Potomac River. He went to Bryantown, where he interrogated Samuel Mudd on Friday, April 21, and ordered his arrest on Monday, April 24.


	CHARLES J. CLARK	(2:1038–40)


“C” 316 (JAO) 1865

Charles J. Clark

(Copy)

Baltimore May 17th 1865

Statement of Charles J. Clarke

I have known Michael O’Laughlin some 12 or 15 years, say from boyhood. We had been intimate up to the breaking out of the war, when I left for the south in February 1861. I did not see him after this until I saw him near the Rappahannock River, in Virginia, in March 1862 and had frequent conversations upon bygone days with him and no other subjects. We were both attached to the Confederate Army.5 He was discharged sometime in June 1862 and I deserted about the first of June 1862. I did not see O’Laughlin anymore until sometime in the winter of 1863. I saw him in this city. He said he was in business with his brother in Washington.1 I generally saw him when he would come to Baltimore, as he would call upon me. His conversations with me were in character to those relating to common transactions of life. The last interview I had with him, was about the first of last March. I met him on High Street near Baltimore. He was alone. We did not remain longer together than to step in to Mr. Michael’s near at hand and take a drink. We then parted and I have not seen him since. I never made inquiry of him what he was engaged at; I supposed him to be with his brother engaged at Washington. This he had told me. He never mentioned the name of Booth to me, or ever said he had connection in any way with him in business or otherwise. I have known Booth by sight, but never made his acquaintance, although he lived in the neighborhood where I did and was born. I never saw O’Laughlin with Booth but once, which was last February.2 O’Laughlin and I were walking together on Baltimore St. when Booth came up to us, and spoke to O’Laughlin a few words. I knew not the nature of them, and then passed on. This was the first and last time I ever saw Booth and O’Laughlin together. I never knew of his having any connection with Booth, except what I had been told, and that was he, O’Laughlin, was clerking for Booth in the oil business. I had a slight acquaintance with Sam. B. Arnold. I never saw O’Laughlin and Arnold together but once, and that was about last February at night, in Michael Restaurant, High Street. I had stepped in to take a drink, and they were at the bar. I spoke to them and passed out of the house. I never had any conversations with Arnold. My acquaintance was merely passing salutations with him.



5 O’Laughlen and Samuel Arnold enlisted in the 1st Maryland Infantry (CSA). Their service was short-lived, however, with Arnold mustering out after the First Battle of Bull Run (1861) and O’Laughlen in late 1862.

1 O’Laughlen worked for his younger brother, William O’Laughlen, in the hay and feed business in Washington.

2 Both Arnold and O’Laughlen met with Booth in Baltimore during the first week of August 1864 and agreed to join his plot to capture Lincoln.


	HENRY A. CLARK	(2:948–49, DW, Mudd,
Poore III:331, Pitman 197)


“C” 283 (JAO) 1865

Clark, Henry A. Esq.

Endorsement: The Mr. Clark referred to within reports here and says he is not an attorney but a cousin of Dr. Mudd’s, but will procure counsel for him if allowed to do so. H. H. Wells May 14 11 ½ o’clock Letterhead: War Department, Washington City, May 10, 1865

Henry A. Clark Esq. Washington, DC

Sir,

Doctor Mudd, now on trial before the Military Court in this city desires to secure your services as his counsel. Will you so act? If yea, you can procure a pass to see him by applying at this office.

Very Resp.

H. L. Burnett


	JOSEPH N. CLARK	(2:921–22)


“C” 270 (JAO) 1865

Jos. N. Clark

Notation: D. H. L. Gleason Gen. Hoffman’s office

337 Penn. Ave.

Washington DC April 16/65

Edwin M. Stanton, Sec. Of War

I feel it my duty to make known to you that Lewis J. Wiechmann,1 clerk in Gen. Hoffman’s office knows something of this plot if not one of the accomplices. He has expressed himself to a friend of mine on the last six weeks, at different times, in words as follows: He knew a way of making a large sum of money that Booth was one of the leaders; that it was something by which they would acquire fame; that it was the assassination of the President etc. I just now learned this from my friend.

Jos. N. Clark, clerk A. G. O.

Col. Breck’s offices



1 Wiechmann and Clark worked as clerks in the Office of the Commissary General of Prisoners.


	J. B. CLARK	(7:175–76)


F-40

Endorsements: Ask private interview for Messrs Major and Clark, sent by Gen. Polk. They have been engaged in destroying boats, etc.

I will see these gentlemen the first time I can command my hours between 6 & 7 PM JAS, 10th Mar/64

Confederate States of America

War Department

Richmond Va. March 10th 1864

Secretary Seddon

Sir,

Two gentlemen named Major2 and Clark were sent to Richmond to visit the President, by Gen. Polk. They are two of the principal persons who have been engaged in destroying boats on the Western rivers. The President referred the men and Gen. Polk’s letter to the Secretary of the Navy, and he has referred the whole matter to you, and requests me to write this note to you asking for them a private interview, as the communications they desire to make are vastly important and confidential. I vouch for both of them. It is proper for me to state that Mr. Clark is no relation of mine. They are now waiting to hear from you.

Yours

J. B. Clark

A true copy, G. Norman Lieber, Bvt Lt. Col.



2 Minor Major was one of several Confederate agents known as boat burners.


	JOHN SLEEPER CLARK1	(7:407–12)


F-82

Statement of Clarke, J. S., May 6, 1865

Affidavit of John S. Clarke, May 6th 1865

I have not seen John Wilkes Booth since February 1865. I have no recollection of receiving but one letter from him in four years, which was purely upon a theater matter. I have had no conversation with him upon political subjects for at least two years, as our views were entirely different. I am and have always been entirely loyal to the United States Government and have had no sympathy with man or woman of rebellious principles. Contrary to a fixed rule of my own, I have repeatedly volunteered (gratuitously) my professional services in aid of the United States Sanitary Commission and have made many private contributions beneficial to the Federal cause.

I do and have always believed every member of the Booth family (save Wilkes) to be in sentiments and feeling loyal to the US Government.

John Wilkes Booth has repeatedly within, say, two years left at my house in care of his sister (my wife) large envelopes sealed and directed to himself, saying, for “Safe Keeping” as he was obliged to travel through the far west to meet his professional engagements, invariably stating that they contained “stocks etc.” These envelopes have remained sometimes months, and he has never called for them. About the latter part of November ‘64 while I was acting in New York, he left a sealed envelope at my house in Philadelphia in this way. During January he again visited my house and asked for it, took it and shortly after returned it, (or a similar one) and it was again placed as usual in my safe. On the Saturday afternoon ^following^ the assassination of the President, Mrs. Booth, the mother, came to my house from New York. The whole family was of course much depressed and excited. On the Sunday afternoon, we thought of the envelope, and Mrs. Booth, my wife and I determined to open it. We found the letter which was published, and for his mother, a letter,2 5–20 bonds to amount of $3,000, Phila. 6’s to amount of $1000, and an assignment of some oil land in Penna. to his brother Junius and nothing more. I kept these papers in my possession during Monday, thinking that probably the authorities would inquire at the residences of his family for his papers. No one called. On Tuesday I handed them over to the United States Marshal suggesting to him that if consistent I should like him to cause to be published, the letter for his mother as in that he exonerated his entire family from any sympathy with his secession propensities. I was surprised the next day to find the other letter published and not the one for his mother which I suggested should be made public. Upon the arrival at my house of Junius B. Booth on Wednesday, 19th of April, from Cincinnati, I casually remarked, at such a time a Booth entering my house might cause a talk, whereupon Junius instantly desired that his arrival should be made known. I called at Marshal Milward’s. He was out. On hearing that I had called, the Marshal visited me the next morning and I introduced to him Mr. Junius B. Booth, on Thursday, April 20th.

J. S. Clarke

Sworn and subscribed before me this 6th day of May, 1865.

L. C. Turner

Born in Baltimore Sept. 3rd, 1832, Philadelphia has been my residence since August 1852.

J. S. Clarke



1 Clarke married Asia Booth, John Wilkes Booth’s older sister.

2 The two letters Clarke mentions are the well-known “To Whom It May Concern” letter and the “Dearest Beloved Mother.” Both letters were in an envelope Booth gave to his sister Asia for safekeeping and distribution “if anything should happen” to him. The first letter is Booth’s defense of his actions; the second explains to his mother his reasons for carrying through with his plan against Lincoln. He asks her to “forgive and pray” for him. Clarke, on reading the two letters following Booth’s assassination of Lincoln, was frightened that he would be arrested as an accomplice. Clarke gave the letters to U.S. marshal William Milward in Philadelphia who gave them to a reporter with the Philadelphia Inquirer. The Inquirer published the “To Whom It May Concern” letter but not the letter to Booth’s mother. The letters disappeared and were lost for more than 130 years, leading some critics to claim that the published letter in the Inquirer was a fabrication. In 1977 Lincoln assassination historian James O. Hall discovered the letters among Attorney General James Speed’s papers housed in the National Archives.
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P. Clark Jr.

Westerly RI May 24th 1865

The Hon. E. M. Stanton, Sec. War

Dear Sir,

I desire to convey to you a few facts that have come to my knowledge, not that it is proof in fact, but goes to show a long line of conspiracies for the destruction of the heads of the government. I called the attention of our late President to those facts in 1862 at an interview at his room in the presence of Gen. Mitchel. Mr. Lincoln replied that his friends seemed to have more fear than he had, etc.

I heard John A. Seddon (brother of the late Reb. Sect. Of War) tell J. W. Slaughter in 1861 that Lincoln and Seward would both be killed within 6 weeks that plans were matured and the funds subscribed by individuals and placed in the hands of President Davis to carry out the details, and a man from Arkansas was going to do it, and when he left Richmond he had had two interviews with Davis & Benjamin, and it was understood that Benjamin was adverse to the scheme, but if he persisted Mr. Davis would call Winder and others to his counsels; that it was Davis’s design that no d—d Yankee that fell into his hands should ever be suffered to return to the Federal lines in such condition that he could ever be brought against his army again; that his plan was to reduce their numbers, and arrangements was then made to reduce the nos. of the north by applying sufficient poison to the reservoirs of all the principal cities of the north to make a wholesale destruction of the great masses; That they had friends in every city; that was ready to aid them in this scheme. He said Mr. D. was determined to leave nothing undone in his power to achieve the Southern independence. All this I heard unknown to either of the parties being in an adjoining room with a simple board partition open at the top. I notified by letter my friend Dr. S. F. Ambler of this plot; He at the time living in Brooklyn N. York to put the proper authorities in the cities on their guard.

This Mr. Seddon took up about ¾ of a mile of lead pipe, which brought water from a spring to his house and presented it to Jeff, to make bullets of. He it was that led the raid or was one of the leaders that captured and destroyed Government property in 1861 at Harpers Ferry.

In August 1861 Mr. John J. Chew told me that Lincoln, Seward and Cameron would be assassinated in two weeks. He had been in Richmond the day before with important information from Washington to Mr. Davis and Mr. Davis told him the last link to the arrangement was arranged for and in two weeks time the world would be astounded at their power and determination.

It was generally understood and freely taken by the leading rebels in Fredericksburg Va. and elsewhere that a plan was fully arranged and was being executed to destroy the vitality of all the Federal prisoners that were or might be taken so to injure their health that when exchanged they should be unable ever to be brought against them the Rebs again. I have in many instances heard their officers ask their surgeons if poison could not be put in their food etc. and the answer invariably was yes, it is all arranged; that is all provided for, etc. etc. Our authorities have arranged that and such answers, and I believe it just as much as I believe there has been war, or that Mr. Lincoln was shot, and I further believe not only Jeff Davis was the author of it, but it was known to all of the leading rebel General Officers and the Congress members and other officials but the most of them approved of its being carried into execution. I know there were some exceptions for I heard them condemn the course. I am Sir, very respectfully, your most obedient Peter Clarke Jr.

Late of Fredericksburg, Va.


	J. E. CLAYTON	(7:107–9)
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Letters to Gibson and Holt relating to Fisher, Jan. 28 and June 17, 1865

Envelope: Address Judge Holt, Judge Advocate, Military Commission at Old Penitentiary, near arsenal, Washington DC, Postmark Hartford Conn. June 17, 1865

Hartford 17th June 1865

Hon. Mr. Holt

Sir,

If you will secure the person of a Mr. Fisher, a carpenter by trade who works or has recently worked at “Fort Washington” on the Maryland side of the Potomac, and guarantee him protection, you will be able to learn some facts in regard to the “conspiracy” or “assassination case” that will not only astonish the court but the whole country. Approach Mr. Fisher carefully, for he is afraid of personal injury if he divulges, and his evidence, if you can get it out of him, will put a new face upon the whole trial. It will not exonerate any now on trial, that I know of, but will implicate others that are now unsuspected.1

Yours for the right

J. E. Clayton



1 Mr. Fisher never got his chance to “astonish the court.” He was never called as a witness.


	HENRY CLEGG	(2:1097–99)


“C” 333 (JAO) 1865

Henry Clegg

Sir,

A sense of duty as a citizen has distressed me for some time on account of holding back what perhaps is of no importance, however to relieve my mind I will state. As I was returning home on Sabbath after seeing the remains of the lamented President Lincoln, the day he was in Phila. I met an old gentleman an acquaintance named Thompson, who informed me that some six weeks previous that Doctor Van Dyke of Beverly Hospital, Phil. Had told him in the course of conversation that he would not be surprised if the whole cabinet were murdered. Now if the Doctor were not esteemed a copperhead. I would never suspected anything but now that the testimony of Doctor Mudd case alongside, I think it at least singular how he would make such a sound guess at what was then concocting. I thought when I first heard the remark that it was my duty to report it at headquarters as an item that might fit in with other items you might already have.

I suppose the Doctor might be cross-questioned without bringing myself or my friend Thompson into the case. I did not let him know what I thought of doing but he is a good Union man and would not flinch from duty if it be necessary.

However this statement is reliable so far as it goes.

Yours truly,

Henry Clegg

717 Passyunk Road, Phil.
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Clegg, Lieut. Matthew

Memphis, Tenn.

May 27th 1865

Hon. E. M. Stanton

Dr. Sir, Myself and sons were both prisoners last winter. I was told by the Rebel authority that I would receive any packages sent me by my family. Accordingly they sent me from time to time small amounts of gold and provisions, none of which was ever delivered and my son died of want. I send you one copy of one of the receipts. If the original or my evidence will be of any service to you they are at your service.

My address is

Bluelick

Clark County Ind.

Yours very Respectfully

Matthew Clegg

1st Lieut. Co. M.

9th Ind. Cav. Vol.

“C” 438 (JAO) 1865

No. 23 Charleston Harbor, SC, Sept 23rd 1864

Received from Lt. Col. S. L. Woodford of Major General John G. Foster’s staff one letter addressed to Lieut. Matthew Clegg, 5 Ind. Cav., Prisoner of war at Charleston SC

Containing Two dollars in gold

Motte A. Pringle

May 12

CSA
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Statements of witness given before Carter1

Before Chief Justice Carter,

Reported by James Tanner

Clerk Ordnance Bureau, War Department

Statement of Alfred Cloughley

Q. Hon. B. A. Hill2

What is your name?

A. Alfred Cloughley.

Q. Where do you reside?

A. I am a clerk in the second auditors office in this city.

Q. State any and all of the facts in regard to the assassination of Mr. Seward.

A. About 10 o’clock this evening I was walking with a lady in Lafayette Square. I heard someone cry out that the gates should be shut, and immediately after the cry of “Murder!” and “Stop thief!” There were several voices. We rushed to the gate. Before reaching it, I saw a man on horseback bending forward and putting spurs to his horse, start off. I think the horse was a pacer. The crowd called “stop thief!”

The horse was going up 15 ½ Street North. He went up North. Then I immediately went across the street and looked down to see what was the matter, and cried “Help!! Murder! And Stop thief!” We then went down to Mr. Seward’s house.

When I got down there, I saw the colored servants at the house. I inquired the difficulty. They told me that Mr. Seward was murdered. I demanded admittance and obtained it. When I got in, I saw Mr. Fred Seward3 in the entry, blood all over him. He was in his drawers and shirt. He didn’t have any pants on, but was blood all over. I inquired of him about Mr. Seward and I believe he said he thought he was dying.

Mr. Shrontz of the Treasury Department and another gentleman who was there and myself concluded to go down and get the President’s bodyguard. I had not heard of the attempt upon the President at that time. My idea was to get the President’s bodyguard to pursue the murderer. I went down and knocked at the door of the officer of the guard. He came to the door and I asked him for the bodyguard immediately. He said he had but two or three men in. I related to him the circumstance of the murder of Mr. Seward and he said he would tend to it and I then left. I sent Mr. Shrontz up to Colonel Ingraham’s1 office to start them out. The gentleman that was with us, along with Mr. Shrontz, suggested that the President should be informed of the murder. I said by all means inform the President of the assassination of Mr. Seward. After the gentleman had left me and Mr. Shrontz, I asked Mr. Shrontz if he was sure that the President was at Grover’s. He said he was not sure. I then suggested that he go to Col. Ingraham’s office and I would go to Ford’s Theater to inform the President. I then rushed down F. St. and when I reached 13th St. in crossing, I met two gentlemen coming up on a run. Supposing that they had heard of the assassination of Mr. Seward and not supposing that the President had been assassinated, I asked them if they had informed the President. I think they said “the President is dying” or has been shot or something of the kind. From the excitement of the moment I cannot recollect which. Not understanding them, I hailed them and then asked them if they had not informed the President of the assassination of Mr. Seward. They then informed me that the President had been shot. Horror struck, I left them. Being then at the corner of 13th streets and F. I went down to Senator Conness’s of California. There I saw Senators Conness and Sumner and two or three other gentlemen, I believe, and I informed them of it. It was the first they heard of it. I presume they were very much surprised and came out with me, first asking me if I was sure.

Q. Who was the lady in your company when you heard the cry of murder?

A. She is a lady in the Treasury Department, Register’s office.

Q. How many men were there pursuing this fleeing man with the cry of murder, thief?

A. I should judge there were about fifteen or twenty. They appeared to be soldiers, the majority of them.

Q. Where is your residence out of the city?

A. I reside at No. 444 Broadway, N.Y. City; have resided there for the last ten years, in the county and city of New York. I was appointed here a year ago last February.

Q. How near did you approach to the man on horseback?

A. Well, I had not time to approach him. I should judge I was about ten or thirteen steps from the gate and he was in the road.

Q. Did you observe what kind of a horse it was?

A. I think I could recognize the horse. I think he was a kind of light brown with a light mane and the man was about the same build as I am.

Q. Were the gaslights burning?

A. Not very bright.

Q. Was that at the corner of the square?

A. It was at the corner of 15th and H Streets.

Q. Was the horse a large horse?

A. He was a moderate sized horse.

Q. Are you sure you could identify that horse?

A. I think I could.

End of the testimony of Mr. Cloughley



1 Within an hour of the shooting a board of inquiry was set up in the parlor of the Petersen House where Lincoln lay dying. Stanton asked three able lawyers to begin questioning witnesses and taking down their statements. Heading the panel was Judge David K. Cartter, chief justice of the Supreme Court of the District of Columbia. To facilitate the process, Corporal James Tanner recorded the testimony in a form of shorthand.

2 Attorney Britten A. Hill questioned Alfred Cloughly, who witnessed the events outside the Seward house at the time of Powell’s assassination attempt.

3 Frederick Seward, the second eldest son of William Seward, was critically wounded but recovered fully from his wounds.

1 Colonel Timothy Ingraham, 38th Massachusetts Infantry, provost marshal of Washington.
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J. E. Coale

Philadelphia April 25th 1865

Honorable E. M. Stanton

Secretary of war

Dear Sir,

If J. Wilkes Booth has not been seen since the night of the terrible assassination of our much-lamented President, search thoroughly every part of the Theater.

Very respectfully

J. E. Coale

1128 Walnut Street

	SILAS F. [T.] COBB	(4:41–43, PW, Poore I:251, Pitman 84)


Silas F. Cobb

Sergeant Company D, third Mass. Heavy Artillery, states that on Friday night he was Sergeant of the guard on duty at the Navy yard bridge; that about 25 minutes past 10, a horseman came riding rapidly from the city to the bridge, was halted, and upon being asked who he was, gave his name as Booth, said he was from the city, that he was going down home in Charles County near Beantown.1 He informed him that it was against the law to cross after nine o’clock. The man informed him that he had not been in town for some time and this was all new to him. He said that it was a dark road, and he thought that if he would wait a little while he would have a moon, which was the reason why he had waited till so late at night. After some talk he allowed him to pass over.1 He says he was mounted on a bright bay horse, not very large, dark legs, long tail and mane, very restive, and looked as though he had been driven very hard. He had a single bridle, black saddle English stirrups and looked as though he. The man was of medium size, 5 ft. 7 or 8 high, and was identified as Booth from his picture by the Sergeant. Between 10 and 15 minutes afterwards another horseman came up mounted upon a light bay mare, and asked if person had driven across the bridge on a light roan. Upon being answered in the affirmative he desired to across, and after some consultation was allowed to pass over. He was a light complexion man, with scarcely any, if any beard, no mustache and was about 25 years old, dressed in a light coat, light pants and snuff colored felt hat of light shade. He gave his name ^to the guard^ as Smith.2 Shortly afterward, a third horseman rode up and was halted, and stated that he was after a man who was riding his horse off; and was told that it he passed over he would not be allowed to return, and concluded to go back. This one was the witness Fletcher, who narrates the story the same as the Sergeant details it.



1 It is surprising that Booth gave his real name while David Herold gave an alias. Booth also told Cobb that his destination was “Beantown.” Beantown was the community where Dr. Samuel Mudd lived and where Booth headed after stopping at the Surratt Tavern.
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Cobb Silas T.

Sgt. “F” Co. 3d Mass. H. Arty.

Silas T. Cobb, Sergeant f Co. 3d Mass. Heavy Artillery, states that:

I was on duty Friday night, April 14, 1865 at the Navy Yard Bridge, at the Washington City end, from dark until one o’clock.3 I did not notice eight or ten Government teams passing the bridge while I was on duty that night. About ten or eleven o’clock I noticed two horsemen pass the bridge from Washington. The first passed from twenty to twenty-five minutes of eleven; he was mounted on a bright bay horse, rather below medium size, dark legs, long tail and mane. He was a very restive horse, and looked as though he had been pushed on a short “burst”. He had a single bridle, black saddle and English stirrups. The man who rode the horse was medium-sized, five feet seven and a half or eight inches high, as near as I should judge, neither slight made nor stout, but snug-built and his motions indicated muscular power. He had on a soft black or dark brown felt hat. He had a pretty short black mustache of good shape and well trimmed and looking as though it had been recently colored. I noticed that his skin was white compared with the color of his mustache. He had clear white skin, not a sandy complexioned skin. I judge his age to be under twenty-five. His voice was rather light, and high-keyed. He had no gloves on. When first seen, he was riding rapidly, and as soon as he came up I halted him, and challenged him, when he said he was a friend. I asked his name, and he said it was Booth. I asked him where he was from and he replied “I am from the city”. I said “Where are you going?” he said, “I am going down home, down in Charles’s”. I asked what town in Charles County. He said “I don’t live in any town, I live close to Beantown”. I said I didn’t know that place. He said “Good God! Then you never was down there”. I said, “Well, didn’t you know my friend, that it was against the laws to cross here after nine o’clock?” He said, “No, I haven’t been in town for some time and it is new to me”. Said I “What is your object to be in town after nine o’clock when you have so long a road to travel?” Said he, “It is a dark road, and I thought if I waited a spell I would have the moon”.1 The moon rose about that time that night. I said “I will pass you, but I don’t know as I ought to”. Said he, “Hell, I guess there’ll be no trouble about that”. He then turned and crossed the bridge; his horse was restive and he held him in and walked him across the bridge; he was in my sight until after passing the other side of the draw. I do not know with what speed he rode after that.

(A photograph of John Wilkes Booth was shown to the witness)

That is the man I saw on the bridge. I will swear to that man.

(It was suggested to the witness that he was mistaken)

The only thing that makes that different from the man is that the chin was a little narrower, and the cheekbone were a little straighter down.

Between ten and fifteen minutes after this man had passed, another horseman came up. He asked me if a light roan horse had gone along, and I told him yes. He asked what kind of looking man, and I described him to him. He asked if he was going fast, and I told him not very. He said “God! I’m after him”. I said “How are you going to get back?” He asked “Why?” I said because— Q. You are mistaken Sergeant, I will tell you; the fact is, the first man passed as you have said, on a light bay horse. The next horse that passed was on an iron gray or roan horse, with a long tail, a single footed pacer, as they are called. That was the second horse. After the roan horse had passed a short time, a third horseman came up and asked you if a roan horse had passed, and you said yes. He then asked you if he could go after him. You said yes. He asked you if he could come back and you said no.

Answer. That is true, in relation to the three men.

Question. Now I want you to give a description of the second horse. After the first man passed how long was it before the roan horse passed?

Ans. From ten to fifteen minutes.

Ques. Describe the roan horse?

Ans. I think not as tall as the other one, but heavier than the bay, larger and seemed to be heavier; he carried his head forward more, and I think his head was dark colored.

Ques. What sort of a looking person was it who rode the horse?

Ans. He was a light complexioned man with little if any beard, if he had a mustache it was very light and very short, and I think his cheeks were hollowing a little; his cheekbones were broad, prominent and wider than the lower part of his face. I did not notice anything peculiar about his eyes, except that his cheekbones appeared to be out even with his eyes. I should think he was from 25 to 27 years old. The man who had the roan horse was the heavier of the two; he was dressed in a light coat, light pants, and a snuff-colored felt hat, of rather a light shade. I halted him, and when challenged he answered “a friend”. I asked him to advance and be recognized, and asked him where he was going. He said, “Home to White Plains” I asked, “where in White Plains?” He answered “Down” [sic]. I said “You can’t pass; it is after 9 o’clock, it is against the rules”. Said he, “How long have these rules been out?” I said “Some time; ever since I have been here”. He said “I didn’t know that before”. I asked him “Why weren’t you out of the city before?” He said “I couldn’t very well; I stopped to see a woman on Capitol Hill, and couldn’t get off before”.

He did not ask anything about the man who had gone before him. The first one, who gave his name as Booth, seemed to be gentlemanly in his address and style and appearance, and what I thought was that he was some rich man’s son who lived down there. His hands were very white, and he had no gloves on. The third man came along about fifteen minutes after the second. I think I would know him if I saw him.

[The livery stable man, John Fletcher, was here shown to witness]

I recognize him as the man who came up with the third horse.



1 Although orders were still in effect prohibiting persons other than general officers from crossing the Potomac River bridges, Cobb was not charged with dereliction of duty for allowing Booth and Herold to cross.

2 David Herold.

3 Sunset on April 14, 1865, was at 6:44 P.M. Twilight ended at 7:12 P.M.

1 Moonrise was at 10:10 P.M. Eighty-nine percent of the moon’s disk was illuminated, providing abundant light for traveling at night.
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C. H. Cockerill

May 8, 1865

David H. Cockerill says:

I live at Charleston, Jefferson Co., Va. I served in the rebel army 4 years; left it April 12th at Appomatox C. H. where I was captured. I served in Gen. Gordon’s corps. Gen. Evans was my brigade commander. I was a Lieutenant, 2nd Va. Inf. I belonged to the Stonewall Brigade. I did not know Capt. Coth. I did not know Capt. Beall; there never was a Capt. Beall belonging to the command to my knowledge. I know two Randolph’s; both were Captains & one of them was made Colonel. I think there is a man named Hall in Company C. I knew Von Steinecker;1 he served as Assistant Engineer in Gen. Johnson’s division. The Stonewall Brigade was encamped in the fall of 1863 at Pisgah Church below Orange Court House. We went in August to above the Court House, & down to Pisgah Church in September or some time that fall. There was a Masonic Fraternity in the Southern army, no Knight of the Golden Circle or other secret society to my knowledge. I do not recollect any private meeting of officers of the Stonewall Brigade near Orange C. H. where 3 citizens from Md. were admitted. I never told Von Steinecker what was said at such a meeting. I was detached from the command & scarcely ever with it. I did not tell Von Steinecker that a man named Booth was at such a meeting. I never heard of Booth till April 16th. We were going from Appomatox & stopped at Charlottesville to rest, & there I understood the President had been assassinated & that it was supposed to be by a man named Booth. I never before heard anything mentioned in the Southern army about assassinating the President.

I was with Early in Md. last summer; never was on this side of the Potomac with the army before. I never was in Hagerstown with the army. I don’t know that I ever had any talk with Von Steinecker or Hall about what would be done in the event of the Confederacy not succeeding; never said that when it got hard up, Old Abe would go up, or anything of that kind.

I can tell how Von Steinecker came to leave our army. In February or March 1864, he took my horse from a little below Orange to Spotsylvania C. H. I sent Sergeant Monroe after him, who caught him trying to sell the horse. Von Steinecker was tried by court martial & sentenced to 2 years imprisonment in the penitentiary for horse stealing. Judge Wilson was President of the court & Capt. Taliafero Judge Advocate. After some time the General released Von Steinecker.



1 According to the testimony of Confederate Major General Edward Johnson (Poore II:471, 473, Pitman 64), Von Steinacker was a private in the 2nd Virginia Infantry in the Stonewall Brigade. Von Steinacker claimed that Booth met with several Confederate officers in his presence and discussed assassinating Lincoln (PW, Poore I:20, Pitman 38). Cockerill refutes Von Steinaker’s testimony.
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21st April 1865

Coleman, Ann

Ann Coleman, a colored girl, says that she has been serving at the corner of 11th and I (No. 404 11th) at Mrs. Whittley’s.

That a colored woman whose name is Annie, who is also servant of Mrs. Whittley’s, told her on the day after the assassination that she was glad it had taken place; and that Mr. Lincoln ought to have been killed before; That she (Ann Coleman) threatened to report her to the authorities. That this colored woman named Annie, today got angry with her and turned her away on acct. of her telling the people in the vicinity of the language she used. She says that she lived at Clum Little’s four weeks, and left there a week ago. She left Tuesday, and on the day before, she states that this Clum Little said “that within a week there would be a general rising or insurrection in this city” and that they would mob colored and white people as they went through the city; that he said “Mr. Lincoln ought to be killed and all the god Damned niggers with him;” that it grieved him that Lee should have been compelled to surrender Richmond; and that if Lee would ask the President for an army and come around this way with it that he would join him, and his friends also.

her

Ann X Coleman

Mark
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Cincinnati, Dec. 28th 18631

My Dear Booth,

Yours received. I regret exceedingly that a difficulty should have arisen in regard to the time proposed, for I thought that in arranging for the six weeks in succession I have just “hit the nail on the head” and congratulated myself considerably on my success. In the meantime I have made such engagements with other parties, with whom I was in negotiation that I find myself now completely bewildered in regard to the original dates. Were it not that Miss Maggie Mitchell2 has decided upon time that has completely confused my arrangements with others. I might still manage to give the first dates, but as she was positive I was compelled to give others dates that I first named for you, in order to make way for her. This I would not have done, however, had I not been confident that the arrangement for the six consecutive weeks was just what would meet with your wishes. And now, as you say, what shall I do? The only time open is two weeks from Jan. 18th to Jan. 30th in Louisville, and two weeks from Feb. 15th to Feb. 27th in Cincinnati. Nashville is then filled up to April 11th. Try Ellsler once more; I trust the business can be arranged satisfactorily. If not I shall be sadly disappointed.

Business is excellent. Porter is playing here to large houses.

Let me hear from you as soon as possible.

Yours very truly

G. T. Collins



1 Found among Booth’s papers in his room at the National Hotel in Washington.

2 A popular female actress famous for her role in Fanchon the Cricket.
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Washington Apl. 28, 1865

Examination of Charles M. Collins

On board monitor “Montauk”2

Examination of Charles M. Collins, taken by Hon. John A. Bingham, Special Judge Advocate, United States Army, on board the monitor Montauk: Washington, D. C. April 27th, 1865.

Question: What is your name and what is your occupation?

Answer: My name is Charles M. Collins. I am Captain’s Clerk and Signal officer on board the Montauk.

Question: Are you personally acquainted with J. Wilkes Booth, and how long have you known him?

Answer. I have known him personally about six weeks. I have known him by sight since 1862.

Question: State if you have examined the dead body lying on the deck of this vessel?

Answer: I have.

Question: State whether, in your judgment or opinion, it is the body of J. Wilkes Booth?

Answer: I have not the least doubt that it is the body of J. Wilkes Booth. I recognized it at two o’clock this morning when it was brought on board.

Question: State whether you judge it to be his body from general appearance of the countenance, or from any particular marks.

Answer: From the general appearance, having been well acquainted with him. I notice no particular marks.

Question: State when you last saw J. Wilkes Booth in life, where, and what he said, if anything.

Answer: I met him at the National Hotel, at the office, about half past six o’clock Friday evening, April 14th 1865. He bade me good evening; I returned the compliment, shook hands with him, and asked him where he had been. His answer was that he had just returned from New York. That was all the conversation I had with him.

Chas. M. Collins

Capts Clerk & Signal Officer U.S.S. Montauk

Sworn and subscribed at Washington D.C. this 28th April 1865 before me, and I certify that the forgoing was read by Chas. M. Collins in my presence before signing.

[signature illegible]



1 Collins was one of a half dozen people who identified the corpse as that of John Wilkes Booth.

2 USS Montauk anchored at the Navy Yard received Booth’s body following its trip from the Garrett farm in Virginia. Six of the conspirators charged with Lincoln’s murder were held in the holds of the Montauk and USS Saugus. On April 29 the prisoners were moved to the Old Federal Penitentiary on the grounds of the Washington Arsenal.
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Richmond Va., April 30th 1865

My friend “Dan”

I take pleasure in Stating that our friend Major Mokele represents the best hotel in the city. He & I desire that you shall come on. I assist in conducting the establishment viz. “Ballad House”

In view of your having a good situation probably it would be prudent to tell “Bill Donaldson” from me that I would recommend him to come at once as I hear he wished me to correspond with him relative to any new enterprises. Now of course this is to be considered private, as the Major (although successful) has had much opposition but is now sailing under flying colors & is bound to show himself a thorough business gentleman. Any reports to the contrary you must not believe.

When you or Bill come you must bring the usual distinguished bar fixtures, which in themselves will not cost much but in this place will be very effective.

If things turn out as I expect, remuneration will be very liberal. I wish this in good faith & certainly would not give you or “Bill” advice which I would not be willing to receive myself. You will excuse this writing as the ink pen are most damnable. Give the Majors respects & mine to all friends & sister “Nell” tell her to prepare for a visit.

You will please see Joe Hilton & get the pictures which are six.

Very truly yours

Coleman

&______ [Mokele?]
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C. S. A. Documents No. 1

Endorsement

Bill to provide for the establishment of a Bureau of Special and Secret Service, by the (so called) “Confederate States of America” adopted by the Confederate Congress, in secret session, March 6th 1865.1

Secret

H.R.361

Engrossed.

A Bill to provide for the establishment of a bureau of Special and secret service.

House of Representatives

January 30, 1865

Reported from the committee on military affairs. Read first and second times.

Senate, Feb. 28, 1865

Read 1 & 2 times & ref. Com. on Mil Affs.

March 6, 1865

Ref’d without amendment, read 3rd time & passed

James H. Nash

Secretary

Engrossed.

A Bill to provide for the establishment of a bureau of Special and secret service.

Whereas, there is now no efficient system for the encouragement, development, or application of new inventions, or secret agencies for the defense of the country: and whereas it has been shown that by the individual exertion, and private enterprise, many useful inventions have been made which would be greatly beneficial to the common defense, were they regularly and systematically applied, and whereas, there is now know department authorized under existing laws to experiment upon and reduce to system the operation of new and destructive modes of warfare, or for the efficient direction of secret agencies, and to provide for the perfection and application of the same.

The Congress of the Confederate States of America do enact that a bureau in connection with the War Department, for the examination, experiment and application of warlike inventions and direction of the secret agencies is hereby established, to consist of one chief of bureau and a board of examiners to consist of three members, to be composed of competent scientific and mechanical persons whose attainment or experience may qualify them for the duty. The rank of the chief of bureau and of the board of examining officers, to be determined by the President, who may assign officers now in service to those duties or make original appointments as he may deem best.

Sec. 2. It shall be the duty of the bureau hereby organized, to examine all inventions, plans and enterprises which may be of value in offensive or defensive warfare; and to cause to be tested by actual experiment such as may require it, and are so far approved by the President or board of examining officers as to warrant the expenditure for such practical tests and whenever any invention, plan, or enterprise shall have been so examined or approved, it shall be the duty of the bureau to provide for its efficient application; and for that purpose it shall have power and authority to make all necessary contracts for the construction or purchase of all necessary devices, materials and implements: and it shall be the duty of all other departments and bureaus to answer all requisitions upon them by the proper officers of the bureau of secret services, when it can be done without serious detriment to other branches of the public service and to employ agents and experts in like manner as other departments and bureaus of the government and the forms and regulations of the engineer bureau, not inapplicable, shall be those to be observed and conformed to by the bureau.

Sec. 3. It shall be the duty of the board of examining officers who shall be under the orders of the chief of bureau to examine and ascertain the merit and practicability of such inventions, plans, and secret enterprises as may be submitted, as specified in the secret section, and to decide upon the qualification of candidate or appointments; and the decision of the majority of their number shall determine the adoption or rejection, subject to the approval of the President, if disapproved by the chief of the bureau; and the chief of the bureau will appoint the proper persons, and give the necessary orders for carrying into effect the provisions of this section. It is however, further provided that the President shall have the power to direct the chief of bureau to carry into effect any plan or enterprise or secret service which he may approve, and to apply if necessary, any of the secret service funds heretofore appropriated, or which may be hereafter appropriated for defraying the necessary expenditures for carrying such plan or service into effect.

Sec. 4. The chief of bureau shall have discretionary power subject to the approval of the President, when the service is unusually important, to employ secret agents for service either in the Confederate states, or within the enemies lines, or in any foreign country; and for this purpose is empowered with the approval of the President, to make use of any fund hereafter appropriated and if necessary to draw upon the secret service fund already appropriated to defray the expenses of such service; and he is also authorized to organize such a system for the application of the new means of warfare approved, and of secret service agencies, as may tend best to be secure the objects of the establishment of the bureau herein provided for.

Sec. 5. There shall be organized under, and in connection with this bureau, a Polytechnic corps to consist of one chief of corps, with the necessary number of commanders, captains, 1st Lieutenant’s and second lieutenants, to be appointed by the President, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, or to be assigned by him, and such number and grades of non-commissioned officers and men as may be necessary for the perfection and application of such plans and enterprises as may be approved, whose rations and pay shall be the same as in the corresponding grades of the engineer corps and who shall be under the control, and act under the orders of the chief of bureau, who shall receive his orders from, and be under the control and direction of the President.

Sec. 6. The officers and men of this corps shall be assigned and detailed from other branches of service, upon the requisitions of the chief of bureau, when this may be done without serious detriment to the service to which they belong, or recruited in like manner as it as for other branches of the military or naval service, references being had in the assignment, detail, or recruiting of men, to their fitness for the particular service for which they are assigned. Provided that the number of commissioned officers of all grades, assigned fit for duty in other branches of services, shall not exceed 20 and that the appointment of officers from among persons now engaged in this service, and from those not liable to, or who are unfit for active field duty, shall not exceed the corresponding number and that the number of non-commissioned officers and men assigned from other service, or from those liable to field duty, shall not exceed 200. This provision, however, shall not be in construed to prevent the temporary detail of men to this service when deemed necessary by commanders of departments; nor to prevent the increase of the corps of non-commissioned officers and men by the recruiting and employment of those not liable or equal to field duty or of persons outside of the limits of the Confederate States.

Sec. 7. The chief of bureau shall be and is hereby authorized to make such contracts for the purchase of right to use any patented inventions, applicable to and valuable in this branch of the service, or to the Confederate states: provided that such contract or purchase shall be subject to the approval of the President, or board of examining officers, and that in the case of such inventions as are intended to receive the benefits of the act of Congress approved April 21st, 1862, giving one-half of the armed vessels of the enemy which may be destroyed by any new invention or contrivance, or the benefits of any destruction of property of the enemy in similar cases. The cost of the construction and application of such inventions or contrivances incurred by the government shall be deducted from the amount authorized to be paid under said act or as authorized under this act.

Sec. 8. The bureau is hereby authorized to employ such clerks, draftsmen, and others, unfit for field duty, as may be necessary for the business of the bureau, with the same pay as is received by like employees of the engineer bureau and to make such other incidental disbursements as may be necessary to carry into effect the objects of this act; and the officers and men and employees, shall have the same rights and immunities, and be subject to the same penalties as those of other branches of service in the Army and the Confederate States.

Sec. 9. The companies and parties now irregularly organized for the application of submerged or other defenses and known as torpedo corps, and for the construction and use of new war like inventions or for secret service, shall, if approved by the President, be incorporated into and form a part of the organization contemplated by this act; Provided that in such incorporation that terms and conditions of persons heretofore organizing or joining such organizations shall not to be invalidated thereby; provided further that no person shall be exempted from a military service by reason of being a member of any such organization, unless his personal services shall be established to the satisfaction of the Secretary of War, as necessary to the secret service.

Sec. 10. The valuation of public property, transportation, arms and munitions of war of the enemy destroyed, and for which compensation is provided, in the act approved April 21st 1862, or which may be provided in any act which may hereafter be passed giving compensation in like cases shall be made by the board of examining officers, subject to the approval of the President, and their award be immediately paid to the claimants whose claims are approved, and the examining officers shall take evidence as to the originality and priority of inventions in cases of claims for compensation and also as to the claims of different parties claiming the bounty for the same work performed: the claimants being allowed a reasonable time to produce his evidence and examination and evaluation by experts being authorized when necessary; and the decision and award of the examining board when asked by the claimants, shall be final and binding; and should it appear from the testimony that the parties using any particular invention or device, in whole or in part, were not the original inventors, a portion of the award, to be determined by the board of examining officers shall be made to the party, who shall prove his priority to the invention: which rule shall also apply when an old invention is successfully adapted to a new and valuable use; And for the destruction of other property in the enemy’s country, or such destruction shall be considered serviceable to the cause of the Confederate States, such compensation for the service shall be allowed as may be judged equitable and just.

Sec. 11. When it shall be proven to the satisfaction of the board of examining officers, by the evidence of patents or otherwise, that the right of priority or ownership of any patented invention is rightfully possessed, and the government has appropriated and is using such patented inventions, a fair compensation shall be awarded for such appropriations and use; the award to be in proportion to the extent in value of its use to the government, such award to be determined by a majority of the board of examining officers and approved by the President.

Sec. 12. The operations of the Corps hereby organized shall be, when in the limits of the Confederate States, under the control of the Commander of the Department where they may be designed to act as to the proper time in place for said action.

Sec. 13. All bounties and awards authorized to be paid under the provisions of this act shall be paid in the currency of the Confederate States if the claimants shall so elect, in lieu of bonds as heretofore provided for in previous acts.

Sec. 14. It is hereby expressly declared that the right of compensation for any new invention or contrivance, or the application thereof, shall be in no wise invalidated by reason of the inventor being in the service of the Confederate States.

Sec. 15. All the accounts and claims, settled and pending, and all information necessary to the effective organization of the bureau and service, in possession of the different departments, shall be turned over to the secret service bureau, for proper arrangement and classification to afford the necessary information for the settlement of claims and for the continuance of the service which is now being performed: subject however to the decision of the President, as to what service and business of this character shall be placed under the control of the secret service bureau.



1 In April 1864 Jefferson Davis established a secret service operation in Canada and named Jacob Thompson and Clement C. Clay as commissioners in charge of operations. Davis authorized the sum of one million dollars in gold to support the operation. In October 1864 John Wilkes Booth traveled to Montreal, where he met with at least two members of Thompson’s organization, George Sanders and Patrick Charles Martin.
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C. S. A. Documents No.2

Secret

94

Engrossed

A Bill to organize bodies for the capture and destruction of the enemy’s property by land or sea and to authorize compensation for the same.

Senate January 20, 1864

Read 1&2 & ref. to Committee on Mil. Affairs.

Jan. 28th 1864

Ref’d without amendment.

February 3, 1864

Transferred secret legislative calendar read 3 times and passed.

House of Rep.

Feb. 4, 1864

Read 1&2 referred to the Committee on Military Affairs.

House of Rep.

Feb. 9, 1864

Reported back favorably amended.

Read 3rd time and passed.

A. R. Lamar

Clerk

Senate, Feb. 10, 1864

House amendment considered and laid upon the table.

Feb. 12, 1864

Concurred in.

A Bill to be entitled “An act to organize bodies for the capture and destruction of the enemy’s property by land or sea, and to authorize compensation for the same.

1. The ^Congress of the^ Confederate States of America do enact that the Secretary of War shall be authorized to organize secret expeditions against the enemy for the purpose of destroying their property on the high seas, on the rivers, lakes and harbors in the United States, or the Confederate States of America or on the territory of either or both of them.

Sec. 2. For this purpose he shall have power to organize either by enlistment or detail as many separate companies or bands as he shall think necessary to consist of not more than 100 men in any distinct organization; And in organizing them, to assign or recommend for appointment, by the President with the advice and consent of the Senate, the officer or officers required to command them. Such companies shall serve with or without pay at their option, expressed when organized, but if receiving pay shall have the same deducted from the accounts made for capture or destruction of property as hereinafter provided.

Sec. 3. He shall have the power to compensate such parties for any property they may destroy by contract or if there be no contract, then by an allowance for an amount not exceeding 50 per centum of the value of the property that may be destroyed.

Sec. 4. The accepting, or agreeing to accept compensation as provided by the third section of this act, shall not operate to the void the commission of any officer who shall accept, or agree to accept the same.

Sec. 5. The Secretary of War shall be authorized in his discretion to advance for the capture or destruction of the enemy’s property such portion of the fund for the contingent service of the army, as he may deem expedient.

Sec. 6. In case any person or persons shall invent or construct any new machine or engine or contrive any new method for destroying the property of the enemy, which shall be used under the provisions of this act, it shall be stipulated to be used exclusively in the service of the Confederate States of America during the present war.

Sec. 7. That in case any person or persons shall invent or construct any new machine or engine, or contrive any new method for destroying the property of the enemy on the high seas, on the rivers, lakes, and harbors of the United States, or the Confederate States of America, or on the territory of either or both of them, such person or persons shall receive 50 per centum of the value of the property so destroyed by means of such invention or contrivance.

Amendment of the House of Representatives to the Senate Bill (S194) to organize bodies for the capture of and distribution of the enemy’s property by land or sea, and to authorize compensation for the same.

Add at the end of the bill the words “payable in four per cent bonds”

Concurred in
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A bill to organize bodies for the capture and destruction of the enemy’s property by land or sea, and to authorize compensation for the same.

Read 3 times and passed

Engrossed

No. 3

Dept. of State

Appropriations required by the Dept. of State for the six mos. Ending 30 Mar.

1864

For Foreign Intercourse 29,400

For Secret Service

500,000

For Salary Secy. State 3,000

Clerks, messenger labor

4,009.50


		(4:225–27)


Secret

94

A Bill to organize bodies for the capture and destruction of the enemy’s property by land or sea, and to authorize compensation for the same.

C. S. A. Documents No. 3

Mr. Sparrow, by leave,

Jan’y 20, 1864

Read 1&2 Ref’d Com. On Mil. Affairs.

Jan’y 28, 1864

Ref’d without amendment

Feb. 3, 1864

Transferred secret legislative calendar, read 3 times and passed.

Engrossed

A bill to be entitled an act to organize bodies for the capture & destruction of the enemy’s property by land or sea, and to authorize compensation for the same 1. The Confederate States of America do enact that the secretary of War shall be authorized to organize secret expeditions against the enemy for the purpose of destroying their property on the high seas, on the rivers lakes & harours in the United States, or the Confederate States of America or on the territory of either or both of them.

2. For this purpose he shall have power to organize either by enlistment or detail as many separate bodies ^companies or bands^ as he shall think necessary, to consist of not more than one hundred men in any distinct organization; and, in organizing them, to assign, or recomend for appointment, by the president with the advice and consent of the Senate, the officer or officers required to command them. Such companies shall serve with or without pay at their option, expressed when organized, but if receiving pay shall have the same deducted from the account made for capture or destruction of property as hereinafter provided.

3. He shall have power to compensate such parties for any property they may destroy by contract, or if there be no contract, then by an allowance of an amount not exceeding fifty per centum of the value of the property that may be destroyed.

4. The accepting, or agreeing to accept, compensation as provided by the third section of this act, shall not operate to void the commission of any officer who shall accept, or agree to accept the same.

5. The Secretary of War shall be authorized in his discretion to advance to ^for^ the capture or destruction of the enemy’s property such portion of the fund for the contingent service of the army, as he may deem expedient.

6. In case any person or persons shall invent or construct any new machine or engine or contrive any new method for destroying the property of the enemy, which shall be used under the provisions of this act, it shall be stipulated to be used exclusively in the service of the Confederate States of America during the present war.

7. The Confederate States of America as enacts the provisions That in case any person or persons shall invent or construct any new machine or engine, or contrive any new method for destrying the property of the enemy on the high seas, or the rivers, lakes, or harbours of United States, or the Confederate States of America, or on the territory of either or both of them, such person or persons shall receive fifty percentum of the value of the property so destroyed by means of such invention or contrivance.
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Letterhead: War Department, Washington City, June 28th 1865

Recd of Brevet Col. H. L. Burnett, Judge Advocate, the sum of Two hundred and forty dollars ($240.00).1

Sandford Conover



1 The payment was for “expenses” incurred while serving as a prosecution witness. It was money ill spent, for Sandford Conover was an alias for Charles A. Dunham, a crafty confidence man who perjured himself concerning Jefferson Davis’s involvement in Lincoln’s assassination. Not all of Dunham’s testimony was false, but the lies tainted all of his remarks at the time and have caused historians today to dismiss his testimony (PW, Poore III:115, 134, Pitman 28, 30, 31).


	BENJAMIN BOOTH COOK1	(2:390–92)
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Statement of Benj. B. Cook

My name is Benjamin B. Cook, born in Cleveland, Cuyahoga County, Ohio. I am about 27 years of age. I followed farming and railroading. I am a single man, my last place of residence was Lee County, Illinois with my father George Cook. My father lives on a farm about forty miles from Dixon. I left Lee County about four weeks ago. I started from Dixon for Philadelphia and from Philadelphia to Washington. I arrived at Washington on Friday, April 14th 1865 and left the next day (Saturday) at 3 o’clock P.M. and arrived at Philadelphia on Sunday morning at about 3 or 4 o’clock A.M. I stopped at the United States Hotel on Market Street, remained there until Thursday when I left for Pottsville. I don’t know anybody in Pottsville. I left Baltimore at 7 o’clock A.M. on Friday and arrived at Washington before noon. I have never been in the Union or Rebel Army. I have lived in Lee County about twelve years. My father has a farm of one hundred and sixty acres. I last worked for a man named Snyder, a farmer. This was my first visit to Washington. I went there to enlist. I was out of money and had no place where I could stop, so I went to Adjt. Haney of Ill. He gave me a card to go to the Soldier’s Home overnight. I saw Gov. Oglesby at Willard’s Hotel. He gave me forty dollars to take me home to Illinois.

On my way coming from Illinois, I stopped at Pittsburgh a few days, at Cincinnati I stopped about two or three days. I have been in an asylum for several years. It took me three days to come from Dixon to Cincinnati, five days from Cincinnati to Pittsburgh, from Pittsburgh I went to Philadelphia where I stopped two or three days. I didn’t stop at any particular place. I was going around in different places trying to get employment. I didn’t know anybody in Washington. I very often registered an assumed name. I got a pass from Gov. Oglesby by representing myself as George B. Sage. I know George B. Sage very well. I got acquainted with him on the Illinois Central Railroad. He has been in the army, in the 13th Ill. Inf. I was with him (Sage) about four years ago. Sage was a Lieutenant. I don’t know where he is at the present time. I assumed his name for the purpose of enlisting. I never used his name for any other purpose. I wore a Soldiers Infantry Uniform that I got from my brother who belonged to the 31st Ill. Vols. He is in Sherman’s Army. He gave me the coat at Mr. Snyder’s over a year ago. Snyder lives about 12 miles from my father. At Penna. Hall, Pottsville, I registered my name B. B. Cook, from Phila. Odin, Ill., is about one hundred miles from Dixon on the Ill Cent R. R. John O. Daniels was formerly on the R. R. where I got acquainted with him. Dixon has a population of from five to six thousand. I never resided there. I had no pass to leave Washington and nobody asked me for a pass. At Baltimore I had to go to the Provost Marshal to get a Pass to leave the city. I heard of the assassination of the President at the Soldier’s Home. I never knew nor saw President Lincoln. I seen Booth play at the theater in Chicago.



1 Cook, a former mental patient, appears to have been arrested because of his middle name. His rambling statement provides nothing to the ongoing investigation into Lincoln’s assassination. Cook was eventually released from custody.
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Letterhead: Head Quarters, Department of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, Pa.

April 26 1865

Special Orders, No. 99 Extract:

The Comdg Officer District of Phila, will, without delay, forward to Washington DC in charge of the proper guard, the following named men (now confined at Provost Barracks Phila) arrested on suspicion of being implicated in the assassination of the late President of the United States, to be delivered to the Military Commander at that place subject to the orders from the War Dept.

Benjamin Booth Cook

Clement H. Pearson

The Quartermasters Department will furnish the necessary transportation.

By Command of major General Cadwalader

Albert M. Harper

(Sgd) Jno S. Schultze

Asst. Adjutant General
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Cook, Miss Mary

Diagram of Defenses to Richmond, and outline draft of cannon, found in private drawer of Miss Mary Cook, 521 Virginia Avenue, Washington DC


[image: ]

Figure 9. Diagram of the defenses around Richmond and outline draft of cannon, found in private drawer in the home of Miss Mary Cook, 521 Virginia Avenue, Washington, D.C.




	WILLIAM A. COOK	(4:40)


William A. Cook

who resides on Massachusetts Avenue between 9 and 10 streets, says that a short time after the murder he heard a shrill whistle three times repeated upon 10th Street, which was answered by one on 9th Avenue, one apparently in front of his own house. Shortly after, a horse was seen galloping rapidly past on 10th Street in a northerly direction. On looking out of his window he discovered a man in apparently gray uniform, with a carbine upon his shoulder, who ran across the Street in the shade where he could not be seen.
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Cook, Wm. A.

Endorsement: Introcuted & sworn to before me this 28th of April 1865, H. L.

Olcott

Wm. A. Cook, clerk in the Land Office, residing at 418 Mass. Av. Being duly sworn says:

On the night of the murder, fifteen or twenty minutes after it, I went to my front window and was looking out. I suddenly heard three distinct whistles, one on Tenth ^Street^, one on Ninth, and one between the two, ^or about opposite my house^; That on tenth was repeated three times. The whistle was a quick succession of short sounds. I then heard a horse gallop up Tenth St. northwards, and immediately after saw a man come along, dressed in a gray uniform, carrying a carbine at the shoulder arms. He stood by near my window a few seconds then slunk away ^under the shadow of the houses^, partly hid himself behind a pump. He then went up 10th St. and disappeared.

William A. Cook

Witness was then shown the carbine left by Booth at Lloyd’s House, and identifies it as similar to the one carried by the man in gray uniform.
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Statement

On the 27th inst. I received a letter from Dr. I. S. Drake now of Richmond Indiana, but until recently of this city.

In that letter he says, “I will mention a circumstance in connection with the charge against Booth. My youngest boy was in the habit of going through the theater with other boys and he says that on the afternoon of Monday, the day that the news of the evacuation of Richmond was received, he was there with the son of Mr. Finney, living corner of H. & 9th Sts. and Booth was talking with a Mr. Lamb,1 scene painter, who was then painting and he heard Booth say to Lamb that he would shoot the President the first chance he had. Mr. Lamb seemed to be as bitter towards Mr. Lincoln as Booth. It might be well to have Mr. Finney’s son questioned about the matter.”

In accordance with the suggestion, and the permission of Col. Foster, I examined on yesterday evening the son of Mr. Finney. The material points of his statement are these: 1. That on the Monday referred to he was at the theater with Dr. Drakes’ son. That he did not remain with him all the time, and did not hear as much as his companion.

2. That Dr. Drake’s son was well acquainted with all the persons connected with the theater and often pointed out different ones to him. That being allowed to sell “gumdrops” etc. in the building, he had superior opportunities for hearing conversations etc.; and conversed when Finney was not present.

3. That on the night of the illumination “the scene painter” said to two persons who seemed to be rejoicing, “you may hurrah for these men now,” referring to the President and others, “That they were all the time taking money out of your pockets etc.” That his expressions were so bitter, that he said to his father on his returning home, “that man is a rebel.”

Young Finney is about 13 years old. Young Drake is an intelligent and well-behaved boy of about 14 years, now with his father.

William A. Cook,

General Land Office

Preemption Division April 28, 1865



1 James Lamb, artist and scene painter for Ford’s Theatre.
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Endorsement: letter of transmittal with no enclosure

Cook, Wm. A.

Washington DC June 12, 1865

Gen. James A. Ekin2

Dear Sir,

Herewith please find an extract from a letter which I have received from a reliable source, with the request that it should be presented to some proper person.

The letter has been delayed otherwise you would have received it at an earlier date. The Saturday’s proceedings referred to are those of May 27th. It may be the information will lead to further developments.

May you be sustained in your arduous labors and conducted to a conclusion of justice.

As ever,

Truly Yours

William A. Cook



2 Brevet Brigadier General James Adams Ekin. Ekin was a member of the Lincoln military tribunal.
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Coombe, Jas. G. Dr. Dr.

Jas. G. Coombe, sworn

I live in Washington City, 3rd Street East no 783, on the Eastern Branch, near where they land the marble for the Capitol. I can be found there easily.

I want to state that I have heard from Wise, the constable, that Booth Friday night at three or four o’clock, went to the house of Dr. Alexis Mudd,2 with a broken leg, which he set. That Booth remained there the following day. Saturday night gave a Negro five dollars to take him to the house of Samuel Coxe and that W. Coxe could give information where Booth went afterwards. Now comes my surmise & that is what brought me. I am well acquainted with the neighborhood. Within a few miles, say 10 or 12, there is an elegant place for hiding. I am satisfied Booth has gone there. It is within four miles of Allen’s Fresh,3 about 10 or 11 miles from Bryantown. He has gone there for advice, I think, to see a person who is capable as he is a Doctor. The person I suspect, Dr. Houghton Dent,4 a man queer in every respect. He would not tell because he would consider it a breach of hospitality. That is my idea.

I went last night to Colonel Baker,5 but found that he was a $200,000 man & I want the government to have the information & to save the reward.

Dr. Dent lives upon the road from Allen’s Fresh to Bryantown, four miles from Allen’s Fresh.

Q. If the Doctor would not tell perhaps his Negroes would.

A. I do not know that he has any now. I have not been there since 1861. By making a dash, taking 20 or 25 men, surrounding his house and beating the adjoining thicket, I think Booth may be captured. Such is my surmise.



1 In this undated letter, Coombe, a former resident of Charles County, Maryland, gives an accurate account of Booth’s movements on Saturday and Sunday, April 15–16.

2 Dr. Samuel Alexander Mudd.

3 Allen’s Fresh was a small community located at the mouth of the Wicomico River in southern Charles County, Maryland.

4 The man Coombe refers to as Dr. Houghton Dent is Dr. Stoughton Dent, a Confederate agent working with Thomas Jones along the mail line running through Charles County, Maryland.

5 Colonel Lafayette Curry Baker.
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Charles E. Coon

Letterhead: Treasurers Office, Treasury of the United States

Washington, April 24th 1865

Hon. E. M. Stanton

Sec. of War

Sir,

I respectfully beg leave to inform you that should my services be of assistance in identifying the assassin of our late good President, they are entirely at your disposal. I was present upon that unfortunate night, and having a seat exactly opposite, and being well acquainted with the voice and personal appearance of John Wilkes Booth, I may be of service. Any inquiry you may make of General F. E. Spinner,1 will be satisfactorily met.

Reply,

Chas. E. Coon

Clk Treas. Dept.



1 U.S. treasurer Francis E. Spinner.
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22d April 1865

Cooper, Robt. H.

Robert H. Cooper, Battery C, Independent Pennsylvania Artillery, stationed at Camp Barry, near Washington, states:

On Friday night last I was standing in front to the theater. I got there about half past nine o’clock, probably a few minutes later. I sat on the landing a minute or so but kept did not stay there; Kept moving along on the pavement as it was a little cool. I was waiting for the President and Gen. Grant to come out so that I could see them. I did not observe much as I was continually moving about. Noticed suspicious behavior on the part of some men around there. They were whispering to each other. We remarked it among ourselves, but did not think much about it till after we heard that the President was shot.

A man who wore a short coat went into the saloon & came out again. That was about all I saw of him, because I did not take particular notice. I observed another man that was rather shabbily dressed who was also standing around there. They had some private conversation. Did not see one of them come to look at a clock & call out the time. Do not think I would know these men if I saw them again, because I paid not particular attention. There were two or three boys from Camp with me, Joseph Rodenbach, McLaughlin, Andy, and Soles.1 I don’t think any of them observed as much as Sergt. Dye;2 in fact they did not all remain there, although they came back and we all went away together. I saw one of these men go out and speak to the President’s coachman.3 I do not know which one of them. It was not the man that wore the short coat. It was a man that was rather more shabbily dressed.

(Witness, upon going to the Old Capitol and seeing Spangler & Gifford,4 thinks they were not the persons that he saw in front of the theater on the night of the murder.) 1 Private Jacob J. Soles, Battery C, Independent Pennsylvania Artillery. In a 1928 newspaper article, Soles claimed to have been one of the soldiers who helped carry Lincoln’s body from the theater to the Petersen House.

2 Sergeant Joseph M. Dye. Dye testified on behalf of the prosecution to the events that occurred in front of the theater immediately before Booth shot Lincoln (PW, Poore I:181, Pitman 72).

3 Lincoln’s coachman was Edward Burke.

4 In his testimony, Dye identified Booth from a photograph and also identified Spangler, who was sitting in the prisoner’s dock. Dye was not able to identify the third man he saw but described him as “a very neat gentlemen” (PW, Poore I:181, Pitman 72). The prosecution claimed that the third man was John Surratt.
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F. Cortia

Philadelphia May 28, 1865

Sir,

The name of “Captain White” of Tennessee has been mentioned in the course of the trial now going on in Washington as having been one of a party of rebels congregated near Mudd’s house. The following facts may be of service to you.

In 1862 a young man named Charles White came here from Clarksville, Tenn., and succeeded in obtaining a position as a reporter on the Daily News. He presented himself as being the son of a former proprietor of the American Hotel (Ambrose White) in this city and that having married in Clarksville, he had joined the rebel army and had been captured at Fort Donelson & had taken the oath of allegiance. His unionism from various expressions dropped by him was at least doubtful and many persons here supposed him to be a spy or a rebel mail carrier. In the spring of 1863, I was often in the habit of visiting a certain store kept by a woman, a notorious rebel mail carrier and secessionist. Finally Clark who had several times announced his intentions of returning to Tennessee and from thence going to Atlanta & Savannah, began to visit the above-mentioned store. I watched him pretty closely and found that he was getting ready to leave and that he was the bearer of several packages and letters and had purchased very largely of the portraits of prominent rebels. He presently disappeared and I was told had gone south. Since that time I have not heard of him but suspect that the White referred to in the trial may be the same individual. Yours, M. F. Cortia

Associated Press

Philadelphia

Hon. Jos. Holt

Washington DC


	GEORGE COTTINGHAM1	(6:550–51, DW, Surratt, Poore II:192, 215, Pitman 124, 125)
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Washington D. C.

May 27th 1865

Theodore McGowan

Endorsements

War Department

May 27th 1865

Respectfully referred to Capt. George Cottingham for investigation.

Letter

Colonel,

The present employer of Rachel Spencer,2 late slave of Dr. Mudd, tells me that in his family she has spoken ambiguously of arms which at one time she either helped to hide or knew of when they were hid in the grounds of Mudd, some time last winter. Rachel is in the family of a Mrs. Day, a clerk in the office of Capt. Camp A.Q.M. at the Soldiers Rest.

I am Colonel,

Very Respectfully,

Theodore McGowan



1 Cottingham was a military detective working for Provost Marshal James O’Beirne. Cottingham was involved in the search for Booth and Herold and arrested John M. Lloyd.

2 Rachel Spencer, a former slave of Samuel Mudd, testified at the conspiracy trial to several men in gray uniform hiding in the woods behind Mudd’s house and Mudd providing both food and lookouts for them (PW, Poore II:170, Pitman 172).
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19th April 1865

Cowlam Charles

Charles Cowlam states that he was born in Wayne County Michigan and was 27 years of age last November.

Was at Richmond when the war broke out, having been there since 1857. Was unemployed at that time. Is a clerk by profession. When the war broke out was in Richmond and in various parts of the South. Was conscripted on the first of September, 1863. Was detailed as quartermasters Sergeant at first. Upon his making application with the signature of T. G. Hunt (which he forged) Major Commanding Department of Mobile Alabama for a detail in the early part of December. On the 27th of December the detail was approved and I received a detail order to go to Mobile. I forget his name. I never reported, but went to Mobile and engaged in speculation in brandy, bacon and whiskey. Stayed there until the 18th of August.

I know John Scott, a leading merchant of Mobile, St. Michael Street, who was a cotton broker previous to the war. At this time he was in charge of the cotton bureau of the Confederate states; also know Hiram W. Mann, who is pretty well known there. He was Scott’s chief clerk, had been previously been in business for himself. F. W. Walker commission merchant, Water Street, now in the rebel service, and others. I had no military business, and did not pretend to be in the service at Mobile. My business was this: I used to go up to Montgomery or up the Alabama River. I stayed in Mobile till the 18th of August, rather expecting that Admiral Farugut would come to the city. Left on the 18th on account of my health; Went into Mississippi. On the fifth of September came back to Mobile, stayed there for one day and started for Richmond where I arrived ^about^ the first of October. Came up on the cars. I went to the provost Marshall and got a furlough, having made my own papers. Had gotten some blanks in North Carolina, which were blanks soldiers furloughs.

When I got to Richmond I was in very poor health. From that time I was in the city and at Petersburg, doing nothing especially important, more than speculating a little as opportunity offered in conjunction with others.

In 1863 I had become acquainted with several of the editors of the Richmond papers, William Watt of the Inquirer, John W. Overall of Punch, William B. Campbell of Punch, Mr. Howes, Mr. Haumer of the Examiner and various others. I had become acquainted with Lieut. Col. Milton who was Major at Mobile, where he was on leave of absence. He stopped with me two weeks at the Battle House and we occupied the same room. When I came to Richmond and met him, he invited me to come and see him a few doors below the Spotswood. I frequently went there in the evening and would have long talks with him. Was also quite intimate with a clerk of his named Johnson. He would tell me anything that was going on in the office as far as his knowledge went. And that way I would see various members of the rebel detective force of the Secret Service coming to the office upon business. A man named Mitchell was the leading man of the Eastern Department at that time. Each department had its separate detective force and is subject to the authority of the respective Department commanders. They have also I believe, a General of Confederate Secret force. I frequently heard news through the Secret Service men from Canada, heard of the St. Albans raid and other movements of the rebels on the line of the northern frontier. Never heard beforehand a town designated, but heard of the movements to be made.

I saw the commanding officer of the Tallahassee when I left Richmond, he was the same who captured it. He said he was going to Richmond.

There was a house in Richmond, the “Peninsula House”, which was a regular rendezvous for all the principal detectives in the vicinity, and I frequented it, at one time not missing a night for a month in going there. Having seen me frequently in Col. Milton’s office, they used to talk rather freely.

Have of a plot heard frequent suggestions of plots by which the President might be murdered. Two of the detectives talked as if they knew of a plot in contemplation. They were Wash Goodrich and Tom Goodrich of Baltimore. Wash Goodrich said in my hearing one night at Ferguson’s (Peninsula House) in speaking of some recent order of the President. “We will never get peace till we kill that God damned son of a bitch.” Those were the very words. At another time I heard the same ^man^ and a detective named Lancaster and one named Frank Barberry speaking of the reelection of Abraham Lincoln. Lancaster regarded it as a certain thing, and that if he were, the last hope of the South was gone. “The election”, he said, “must be prevented or the Confederacy’s gone up”. That was about the 20th of last October.

The Richmond papers were in the habit of encouraging such a plot. I have heard talks that he would be killed eventually. It was mentioned as being a very easy thing to assassinate him in a public manner while on the day of his inauguration while going down Pa. Avenue by firing at him from the roof of some public house ^with either an air gun or rifle^ and then escaping in the tumult which would follow.

An article in the Richmond Examiner appeared not long ago looking to such a deed as has been committed, after citing the instances in history when one had reached a point of great power and had been deprived of that power of by the hand of an assassin; and the editor then asks if there is no man in the South whose heart is so devoted to the ^its^ interests as to put his life in the balance against time and accomplish a similar deed. Mr. Seward was the main object of their hatred, not Abraham Lincoln, because he was the head and brains of this Govt., by a great many people South. The principal men of Richmond believed that as evinced by their public speeches in former Congress. I do not know that I ever heard any private expression concerning Stanton.
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Cowlam, Charles

21st April

Memorandum

Upon my second interview with Mrs. M. A. Sands, she arranged the manner of correspondence should any be necessary. I was to write to Mrs. E. A. J. Clark, Nashville Tenn. I was not to sign any name. I provided for that by giving her an impression in wax of a seal I had. It was circular and in the center a representation of a cornucopia or horn of plenty with these words encircling it; “God gives us” which would read “God gives us plenty”. I was to sign with said seal any letter or letters I might write. I wrote one from Claimwell Michigan dated “in the woods of Michigan” March 1865. I received no answer. I next from Detroit telegraphed to Mrs. E. A. J. Clark, Nashville Tenn. inquiring where she was & how. I rec’d answer which you have seen. The original will prove twas Sands handwriting doubtless. In my second interview she spoke of means, assured me of her willingness & ability to furnish any amount I might need; gave me for a keepsake a five dollar gold piece which she said she had carried for several years; also a meerschaum cigar holder which she had bought intending to send it to her husband in the south. I told her I was traveling under an assumed name; that I was a Major in the CSA; That I was by birth a Mississippian; that my name was Hamilton; that I had been a Cortisan Ranger or Guerrilla and that I had been North upon secret service business before; that my mission was one of extreme and vital importance; that I had sewed up in my clothing papers of great importance for parties in Canada; that I should not stop until I reached Canada; that I should return via Nashville & would probably be accompanied by several very distinguished men. She promised me all aid possible and declared that I had plenty of friends in Nashville who could secure me safe and unimpeded transit through the military lines of the US Army; gave me the names of Crampton, Anderson, Barksdale, Kicheloe, Imboden & Stress whom she knew to be tried and trusty friends to the South; begged me when I went South to state to Mr. Davis & Benjamin her sentiments which she feared had been misrepresented.

April 21st 12.30 AM Charles Cowlam
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Cowlam, Chas.

21st April 1865

Memoranda

As long since as November 1863, the assassination of the President & Cabinet of the U. States was talked of in Richmond as a probability not remote or uncertain. All classes of people talked of it; many favored it; many decided it as a thing too insane to be seriously spoken of, while some, and these men who by position and character exercised influence, spoke of it as an act which could not fail to [illegible] to the benefit of the South by reason of the changes it would of necessity bring in the administration of public affairs. While few men of any standing would say “I would do it.” Few but what would and did speak of it as an act in itself just, meritorious, and fraught with blessings to the cause of Rebellion. Newspapers discussed it; parallels were not wanting; Charlotte Corday, William Tell, Felton and many others were cited as examples wherein by one bold stroke of a brave man a suffering nation had been redeemed from tyranny.

I have in my mind now an editorial article from the pen of John M. Daniel or E. A. Rolland, in the “Examiner”1 in which the writer, after discoursing upon the unencumbered blessings which were sure to flow from the assassination of President Lincoln and of Sec. Seward, appeals to the loyal and devoted men of the South to bring about this consummation; to crush the tyrant who tramples them and vindicating a nation simulate the glories of the brave hearts whose names history loves to embalm with tender reverence for delivering their country from the power of a despotic tyrant. This is almost verbatim a portion of this particular editorial. Other papers caught up the cry; it was talked of, written on; the public pulse was felt of; and not one Journal did I ever read ^which^ at that time disowned or discountenanced such a proceeding.

It died away in the Journals until August 1864. The successes of Sherman aroused it again and from that time until I left Richmond 14th February 1865 it was often spoken of and principally by people of influence. You could hear it in Hotels; doctors, lawyers, soldiers, clergymen, businessmen spoke of it as a thing which should of right and necessity be accomplished. I heard it until I ceased to listen or note who spoke of it. Such men as Henry A. Wise, Louis Millace, Chestnut and scores of others have made in their speeches in and out of the Rebel Congress allusions to such an event. “If it should happen or could be brought about what a Godsend etc. etc.”

I have heard men use such expressions as the following in addressing the public “In William H. Seward every lover of liberty can recognize an enemy whom to remove from this earth would be an act to call forth the admiration and gratitude of every lover of freedom and every opponent of tyranny in the world.”

With such paragraphs; though far more penurious; the Southern heart was to be fired the southern arm raised to strike the blow. And I am firm in my belief based upon personal knowledge of and intercourse with Southerners during this war that in the inmost heart of seven tenths of them this day exultation reigns supreme at the assassination of President Lincoln which would have been increased tenfold by the murder of Mr. Seward. Mr. Seward being far more obnoxious to the class of men of whom I speak than Mr. Lincoln was.

I believe that the assassination of the President and of the Cabinet officers of the U. States was a portion of the plot, which was to overthrow the State Governments of Illinois & other states, and while I believe that the organization known as the K. G. C. was the active working party, they were controlled and ordered by the officials of the Rebel Govt. From my opportunities of knowledge gained from the [illegible] of the South and from personal conversations with numbers of persons I have formed and can never alter the opinion expressed above.

This is general; it is hard after a lapse of time and under present circumstances to be specific yet I will hereafter give some particulars. C. L. Cowlam 11 PM 21st April 1865



1 Richmond Examiner, whose editorial policy was critical of Jefferson Davis and his conduct of the war.
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James B. Fry

Letterhead: War Department, Provost Marshal General’s Bureau,

Washington DC April 27th 1865

Col. J. A. Foster

Judge Advocate

Hdqrs. Department of Washington

Colonel,

Some days since, I received information by telegraph that one Chas. Cowlam was under instructions from Gen. Hill,2 coming from Detroit, Michigan, to report to me. I had been expecting said Cowlam for several days when I accidentally learned yesterday that he arrived some time ago and was under your control. On sending for, and having an interview with him, I am informed in substance as follows, viz.: That he came here by instruction from my assistant in Michigan, Gen. Hill, with instructions to report to me and deliver a sealed letter; that after his arrival, through misapprehension or advice, he went to you, without having seen me; that you took from him the letter addressed to me, broke it open and read and subsequently gave it back to him and employed him as a detective; that yesterday, having been advised or directed to deliver the letter to me, he called upon you and conferred on the subject, and that you instructed him not to deliver the letter to me, but again yourself took possession and made other disposition of it.

If the facts are as stated, or substantially so, your action in the case, especially as regards the letter, seems to have been unusual and unnecessary and requires explanation. I have been in the city and accessible at all times since Cowlam’s arrival. I have not yet seen the letter and know nothing as to its contents and can conceive of no sufficient reason for this apparent attempt to prevent it reaching me.

Please inform me by what authority and for what purpose you, in the first instance, took possession of and broke open the letter, and by what authority and for what purpose you yesterday again took possession and so disposed of said letter that it has not reached me.

I shall be glad to find that the public service has been benefited by your retention and employment, without my knowledge or consent, of this man, who was sent to me by one of my assistants, but I have reason to doubt his present usefulness. Will you please inform me whether you desire to retain him.

I am, Colonel,

Very Respectfully,

Your Obt. Servt.

James B. Fry

Provost Marshal General



1 This letter from James B. Fry to John A. Foster is filed under “F” (Foster) but is a part of the Cowlam file and therefore listed here under “Cowlam.”

2 Brevet Brigadier General Bennett Hoskin Hill, commanding the military district of Michigan.
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Cowlam, Charles

Scrap of paper containing names:

Morton J. Lawrence

S. L. Crampton

Abe. Fulkerson

Chesney W. Anderson

Marcus Lemington

Chauncey Barksdale

Martin Kicheloe, alias Kennedy

Lewis Mosby

[illegible] Imboden
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C. Cowlam

Letterhead: Headquarters Department of Washington, Office Provost Marshal General, Defenses North of Potomac, Washington, DC April 26th, 1865

I have just seen Kate Cannon at the National. The woman brought here yesterday was not probably the one referred to; it is a girl named Lizzie Murtry, Kate says, who also roomed in No. 15 & Margaret also roomed there for some little time. Kate Cannon & Lizzie Murtry are the genuine Secesh. Mrs. Dawson, (Mrs. Benson’s daughter) told one of the colored men this morning who was doing something at Mrs. D’s room that if she ever heard him speak any ill of any of the girls on account of their principals, he must never come about her again. After an hours conversation with Kate, I have become perfectly satisfied that from Mrs. Benson down to Kate Cannon (with two exceptions) all the white males & female are Secesh.

Mrs. Dawson is; Lizzie Murtry is; Kate Cannon is; Mrs. Benson is. The housekeeper, name unknown, is very bitter. They are all expecting to be arrested. They have been looking for it all day. Mrs. Benson gave all the girls orders yesterday that if any officer came inquiring for any one they were not to give him any information as to the names of parties in the house unless the officer brought the full name. They were not to pay any attention to him.

Jam. Sullivan & J. T. Hines can furnish information. Jam. S. rooms with Katie C. Hines is headwaiter in dining room. Murtry on one occasion while President Lincoln was making a speech, (in front of the National I believe) tried to spit upon his head. This Kate tells me & said it is well known to all the house.

C. Cowlam


		(2:622–23)


“C” 180 (JAO) 1865

Cowlam, Charles

The U.S.

To Charles Cowlam

To Compensation for attendance and services before Special Commissioners investigating the murder of the president from 16th April to 30th April 1865 inclusive


	Fifteen days (15) at	per day $
	R. Road fare to Detroit Michigan	18.50
	Meals—two days—six meals	6.00
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Washington April 18th/65

Friend Bill,

I will send your clothes as soon as possible by Adams Express.

Everything is merged into one thing; the assassination. Johnson has abused you for everything, and tried her best to get Mosby hung for carrying a message from me to her for me requesting her to send the clothes.

He was arrested twice but got clear. Minnie was here yesterday and says you are a dirty cock sucking son of a bitch. Service was captured Turner is well.

I paid the Hackman. All send their regards. The town is full of rumors you cannot get head or tail of any of them. Since Mosby’s arrest1 all of the boys here kept very scarce. These are trying times.

All of Mollie Turners girls with herself were arrested. Ned Costello, Harry Krebs and Broome from Baltimore who came over the lines on parole are in the Old Capitol.

No news

Yrs. Truly

D. J. Cox



1 Mosby disbanded his partisan organization on April 21, 1865, and turned himself into Union authorities in Lynchburg, Virginia, on June 17, 1865. On April 18 Mosby attempted unsuccessfully to join General Joseph Johnston’s forces in North Carolina.
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Simpson House, Washington, DC

Friend Bill

I have received a letter from Coleman & Major Jack at Richmond and there is an opening for you. I send you the letter so you can see for yourself and you send it back to me as soon as you read it. Coleman thinks you had better go down as I have a sittuation and bill it is good enough just now. if you are doing nothing you might go down. Jack is very steady so I hear everyone from there say. Speaks well of him, except furge, he is known as the greybearded gentleman—things are beginning to look up now. Bob & his wife has gone North. I think not to come back again. D. McCan kept drunk and so stupered and damed lazy and had the itch so bad I could not stand it. You know I would not complain of anyone, but I was afraid I would catch the itch. I told Joe and he paid him and let go. Since then he has been trying break us up. Val and little Doe send their regards. Hurdle hit Ike Gill in the eye with a tumbler and cut him verry badly. Big Ike will prosecute him. Ike was very pissed, Weeden’s ^gal^ is in hock for selling wine to soldiers, Minnie I have not seen for some time, Razzey wants to be a dancing gall, she was up to see me last night the house was full. I put her in your room and I got time I put Col. Mosby behind the bar and went up to look her over. We sat on that bed and conversation turned on you. Seeing your things, I told of the times you had on that old bed. She got red hot; swore she had not dideled for three weeks, since she quit liveing in a house. Well the next thing we was into the bed. I into her flew. The flew collapsed. I forgot Mosby and everything else no more talking. She is not beautiful to look but mighty good, Crazzey her regards. I expect she will get an engagement at the new Chestnut Theater, Johnson surprises me. Bradford told about her writeing to you. I allways did think right smart of her but she is dangersome. She made all the stink herself gratuitusly. She let her guts out to everyboddy. Flora Wilson comes over after enquires when I heard from you. Now Bill, pay attention to this hotel business of Coleman’s. those young fellows Sandford and his Pal are gone up. They were too fresh. My regards to Pharly; the bigheaded bugger. Why don’t he write. What shall I do with your things. Val has taken Jno G. this morning. your banjo & Jambo I sent down home to keep people fooling with them. your trunk will be safe while Valentine has the room, No more at present, but don’t get drunk and write to Coleman, Bradford and some more. say it is the Best house in the citty, be sure and send me Coleman’s letter back as soon as you read it. Your Friend, Daniel J. Cox

May 4th 1865


	JOHN BELLANGEE COX	(7:81–84)
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Letters to Dunn from McHenry and Cox 1879–1880 with letter to Cox

Papers relating to the pane of glass from McHenry House, Meadville, Pa.

inscribed by J. Wilkes Booth

John Bellangee Cox

Attorney at Law

524 Walnut Street

Philadelphia


January 12, 1880

Judge Advocate General Dunn

War Department, Washington, DC.

Dear Sir,

In reference to the pane of glass inscribed by Mr. J. Wilkes Booth,1 which Miss McHenry sent to you by my hands on December 30, 1879: I have opened communication with Mr. R. M. N. Taylor, who was proprietor of the McHenry House at Meadville, when the inscription was made. I send you herewith his letter, that you may see we are trying to establish the genuineness of the relic.

I asked Mr. Taylor to send me:

1. His own detailed account of the affair.

2. The hotel register from which he cut Mr. Booth’s autograph, which is framed with the glass in your possession.

3. A playbill, or other evidence that Mr. Booth was then in Meadville.

I have the honor to be, sir,

Very respectfully etc.

J. B. Cox



1 The inscription reads “Abe Lincoln departed this life Aug 13th 1864 by the effects of poison.” Booth stayed at the McHenry House on June 10 and 29, 1864, but did not stay in the room where the pane of glass was located. Despite Mr. Cox’s efforts to authenticate the pane of glass with the inscription, historians do not believe that Booth had anything to do with its creation. See R. M. N. Taylor (7:85–87).
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Washington, May 10, 1865

Robert E. Coxe

To Judge Advocate Holt, made voluntarily at the direction of the Sec’y of War.

Respectfully forwarded to Judge Holt, Judge Advocate General by

direction of Secy. of War.

H. H. Wells

Col. & Pro. Marshal

Dep. S of P.

I returned from Europe with my family in August 1862 and settled at St. Catherine’s C. W. where I was domiciled till last July when I went with my family to Lake Elizabeth near Portland, where I remained till about the 15th Sept. when I took my family to North Conway N. H. I and my family, have spent most of the time since at Poughkeepsie NY where my wife and one of my children were born and where Mrs. Coxe’s family live.

I came to Washington in Dec. last to procure a contract from the Treasury Department to remove products from the insurrection states. This object brought me here three times (or twice since Dec.). I procured the contract with the President’s pass. I have also a special pass, on a card, from the late President dated 15th March, last addressed to Lt. Gen. Grant. I have not yet gone south because I thought the value of the contract had passed away with recent ^military^ events. But it was my intention to go to look after a large property I have there next week. I have not been in the insurgent states since the war. I have not resided in either of them in the last twelve years or more. Since 1852 I have resided about half the time in Europe and half in Poughkeepsie (where I was married) except the two and a half years about in Canada. When I returned from Europe, I settled in Canada to avoid the threatened confiscation of my property in Alabama.

In June, last B. Tucker, at my invitation came to my house to pass a few weeks. I also invited C. C. Clay Jr. to unite with Tucker in occupying rooms at my house while I and my family were abroad last summer and fall as before mentioned. Tucker was with us about two weeks before my family left for Poughkeepsie on the 6th or 8th July last. Clay did not go to the rooms till after I had left there about the 22nd July last. My family never returned to Canada to reside. I was in St. Catherine’s from the 5th November to about the third of December last.

Tucker was at the house only about five days, and Clay about two weeks of that period and I believe not together. I do not know nor have I cause to believe any act of war or piracy or any other act against the peace and dignity of the United States or any citizen thereof was ever concocted or planned in my house by any person whatever. I would not have permitted it.

When in Washington last winter as above stated, I stopped at the Metropolitan Hotel four or five days, in December; a week or more at Whitney’s Capitol Hill; a week or more at the house then occupied by C. C. Forney on Capitol Hill in Jany. In March and till about the 11th April I was at Mr. Scrivener’s, Capitol Hill.

I never saw J. Wilkes Booth nor never heard of him till the papers made him notorious by mention of his brutality. I never have known anyone who did know him. I have never had any, the least, connection with any person charged with the murder of Pres’t. Lincoln nor do I know any of them. The death of the President under any circumstances would have pained me deeply; occurring as it did, I was overwhelmed with sorrow for he had but a few days before done me a friendly act and I felt he was the most useful of all men to his country at the time he was taken away.

My house was never “much frequented by rebels” as charged by an anonymous bitter writer. My hospitalities were at least tenfold more to loyal citizens and to persons who sympathized with this government and such too was true of my associates while in St. Catherine’s. I will add however that this was merely accidental. The persons generally whom I most liked happened not to be of or from the insurgent states.

I further state that Geo. N. Sanders was never my guest, nor have I ever entertained him at my house at St. Catherine’s or elsewhere.1 I add also that I have not seen Tucker since the 8th November last; nor Clay since the 3rd of last December; and Sanders since last July. I never associated with Sanders in my life. Washington May 10th 1865

Robt. E. Coxe

Sworn and subscribed to before me this

10th day of May 1865 at the city of Washington DC

John S. Hollingshead

Notary Public

Statement of Robert E. Coxe

Made by himself, Forwarded to Gen. Holt by command of Sec. of War

H. H. Wells

Col. & PMG

Dept. S. of P.

I Robert E. Coxe do hereby promise on my parole of honor to return at once to my home in Poughkeepsie, Duchess County, New York, & there remain subject to the orders of the Secretary of War for thirty days.

Robert E. Coxe



1 Coxe was a wealthy Georgian who moved to Europe before the war. At the outbreak of hostilities he moved to St. Catherine’s, Ontario, Canada, located immediately to the west of Niagara Falls near Buffalo, New York. His house became a headquarters for Confederate espionage activity and a meeting place for Confederate agents moving into and out of the United States. Coxe, suspected of being in league with Booth, was arrested and interrogated but was eventually released.

1 Coxe lied about his associations. His house was a favorite meeting place for Confederate agents, including George N. Sanders.
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Letters to Coxe, May June 1864

No. 1

New York, May 14th 1864

*Robt E. Coxe Esq.

Dear Sir,

Your favor of April 18th in relation to Mr. H. was just received a few days since.

Address me care H. I. Lyons & Co. No. 6 Broad Street NY City.

Very Respt.

* A friend who wrote for me at first to make enquiries

No. 2

May 22, 1864

Robt. E. Coxe Esq.

Sir,

Your favor making inquiry for was handed me by the parties to whom it was sent, and in answer I can only say that I have not been “home” for years and cannot give any idea of the condition of affairs.

Steps have been taken under the laws to divest the letters. Nothing can be done to the contrary. In the present condition of things, I deem it mighty unsafe for me to correspond upon the subject, as no good could result from it, and if anything definite is to be said, send it per safe private hands, so that I may see what is desired. Send to me enclosed as before. You will readily see the justice of my request. It is useless to run risks when no good would result from it.

Very Truly Yours, etc.

Please do not write or mention my name to anyone. On receipt of the package I will try to give some definite opinion.

No. 3

June 2nd 1864

Dear Sir,

The letter you sent was received today and I hasten to reply. Could I explain the situation of the subject matter it would be much more satisfactory but that I cannot do. When I wrote last summer no steps had then been taken to divert the title and parties were anxious to buy. Hoping to get it cheap intending to improve, etc. etc. Since then action has been commenced; consequently litigation ensues,; taxes are behind, and while it is now and ever has been my aim to protect the party, as far as I could, yet my hands have been and are now tied, and while I would be very glad to see the party secure something, I confess, I do not know how to bring about the result.

The Property is worth more now, in fact, than when I wrote him and for a clear title. The price is very low, in my opinion, yet who in this scary war would buy at any price? The prospects of the speedy building of a railroad to the place renders the property desirable and yet if the party can get now what he asks, I would say take it and then get rid of a great annoyance.

I dare not trust anyone, but suggest that you write me, asking the situation of the property & stating you would sell for cash, fixing the price at 15000. I will show the letter and let the party address you direct. You can advise me of his propositions & I will give such suggestions as I deem best. I am anxious to have the party (Mr. H.) make all he can & will assist “as I expect to answer at the great day”, but you readily see why I especially do not wish to be connected with the matter directly. I would not take less than 10000.

Whatever may be the result of this, rest assured that my uncle & I will not forget an “old friend” & will do all we can to protect him.

Yours, etc.


	CHARLES H. CRANE	(2:767–68)
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Surgeon General, U. S. Army

Letterhead: Surgeon General’s Office, Washington City, DC May 1st, 1865 Colonel,

I am directed by the Surgeon General to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of April 28th enclosing letter from Acting Asst. Surgeon John A. Hall at Lincoln Hospital, for his information, and to inform you that Dr. Hall’s contract was at once annulled, and that the surgeon in charge of that hospital was directed to assemble his medical staff and after reading to them Dr. Hall’s letter, to dismiss him publicly from the service.

Very Respectfully,

Your Obedient servant,

By order of the Surgeon General,

C. H. Crane


	CORDIAL CRANE1	(3:153–54)
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Crane, C.

Custom House,

Boston Mass

May 30, 1865

Hon. E. M. Stanton

Wash. DC

A statement which appeared in the papers that a Mr. Harris had imported into this city trunks containing infected clothing led me to examine the register at the Parker House when it was reputed Harris stayed during his stay here.1 I was not able to find his name. The 3rd of August has been said he landed his trunks from a vessel.

I found registered on the 26 of July the following names:

Chas. R. Hinter, Toronto, Canada, C.W.

J. Wilkes Booth

A. J. Bursted (or Rursted) of Baltimore

H. V. Clinton, Hamilton C. W.

R. A. Leech, Montreal

I do not know as any excepting Booth have been known as connected with the sad tragedy at Washington and may find their names as a remarkable circumstance that representatives from the above named places should arrive & meet at the Parker House at or about the time Harris was on his way from Halifax with his clothing.

I have the honor to be most respectfully yours

Cudwil Crane2



1 Cordial Crane was an official of the Boston Customs House.

1 Godfrey Joseph Hyams, a Confederate agent working with Dr. Luke Blackburn in his plot to spread yellow fever among certain Northern cities. Hyams used the alias J. W. Harris when traveling in the United States.

2 Cordial Crane.


	NICHOLAS B. CRANGLE	(4:109–16)
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Washington D. C.

Statement of Nicholas B. Crangle

I live in Port Tobacco;3 have lived there about ten years; am a Tailor by occupation, worked there at my trade and had “right smart” of work. Know Mr. Bailey who is with me in the Guard House, he has been living at Port Tobacco keeping bar some six years. Saw him often in the hotel. Don’t think he associated with anyone then in particular; don’t know with whom he went with most; I have frequently went in the barroom of the Bauman House, can’t say whom I usually met there. Citizens of the Town not usually frequent the barroom. Own no house there, but boarded at my mother-in-law’s, Mrs. Adams. I married her daughter; have lived there since the rebellion, and have not been away since the war broke out but once, and was never away more than six days altogether, have not been to Washington for two years. I went with a Lady to Annapolis, Md. to try and get her by flag of truce to Richmond. There was about 500 black and white people in Pt. Tobacco, hardly that number now. Did not leave my mother-in-law’s about the 28th of last March. Knew a woman there by the name of Wheeler in that vicinity.4 She lived about 1-½ miles from my mother-in-law; She has four children. Her husband died there. She has been married twice. I slept in her house for six weeks past. Stayed there to protect her. My wife is not living. Mrs. Wheeler’s oldest child is a daughter about 17 years of age, has a thin visage and dark brown hair. Mrs. Wheelers husband died before I went there. She is my sister-in-law by marriage. Mr. Ash left there before I went there. I was quite intimate with her. Mr. Ash came back while I was there, he had been gone most of the time since Christmas. Atzerodt’s shop1 was about 100 yards from where Mrs. Wheeler first lived, and 1-½ miles from where she lived last. I never worked for Atzerodt nor had anything to do with his shop in the line of working in his business. He had some unfinished business on hand when he went away, and just before he left he asked me to take the key to his shop, and keep it, and if any customers came for their work and could not wait till he returned to let them have it. I did not know where he was going, I first thought he was going to Montgomery Co. as his business in Port Tobacco was about run out.2 I know of nothing against his character at Pt. Tobacco, he was not very responsible and nobody took much notice of him. He was a kind of trifling kind of man, never knew anything bad of him, except as to what he did to Mrs. Wheeler, he had a child by her, now over two years old. He and Mrs. Wheeler had been living together as man and wife. I do not go there for the same purpose as he did. I used to visit the house, before he left. I had respect for the three young children, but not for the old lady. I was not so intimate with Atzerodt, as with some other people in town. I did not like the way he treated Mrs. Wheeler, tried my best to get them married to each other, but it was no use. I knew Mr. Atzerodt about as well as anybody there. I never went around with him except to take a drink very occasionally. Mr. Bailey was in the buggy with him when they started out of town the last time. They did not take the usual road to Washington, the road they took was a little farther on which live Dr. Scott, Mr. Welsh, the P.M. and Gray, Burns and Hoffman. When you come to the regular road. Bailey and Atzerodt were together, and crossed the square from the hotel and I suppose they took the back road and struck the Washington road, no tollgates on the road, but it is a regular Co. road. Atzerodt never brought anyone to Mrs. Wheelers to my knowledge. I was not very intimate with Atzerodt. I suppose the reason he gave me his shop key was because I was stopping at the same house as he. Mr. Atzerodt rented his shop from Mr. Cerron who was the owner. I had the key some six or eight weeks, never had it before this time, don’t remember of anyone being present when Atzerodt gave me his key. I think it most likely he gave it to me in my shop. I had no hesitancy in taking the key. Don’t think Bailey was anymore intimate with Atzerodt than I. Know Bailey very well. His character is pretty good. I think Bailey stood higher than Atzerodt. Saw Herold there perhaps three times in the last two or three weeks, he sometimes stayed a week with Mr. Pogerty who is dead, don’t know with whom he kept company. I have made clothes for Atzerodt and he paid me for them. He never appeared to have much money. Mrs. Wheeler did not own the place where she lived. Think she paid the rent. Worked at my trade up to the time I was arrested. I know Dr. Mudd by sight. I know no one at Surrattsville. Am very little acquainted there. Know scarcely anyone outside of the county where I lived. Did not have the keys to Atzerodt’s shop but once, and that was the time he gave them to me, some three weeks before he and Bailey went to Washington. He was then about half-tight, and used to drink right smart. There are not many men of his caliber there, he bore a very good character, except as to his treatment of Mrs. Wheeler. I married a Miss Adams, which was Mrs. W’s maiden name, think her husband had been dead two or three years before I went there. She is about thirty-five years old, and was a half-sister of my wife. I think but am not certain but she was full sister. Atzerodt did not pay me of keeping his key, only did it as a matter of friendship, if anyone had paid me anything for him, I should have given it to Mrs. Wheeler. I have drank with Atzerodt several times, perhaps five or six times during the last four months, and perhaps fifteen times. I never kept company then with anyone in particular. I was never in partnership with Atzerodt. Mrs. W. solicited me to stay at her house because she was afraid to stay alone as she said I was the only single relation of hers around then, she has a brother James Adams about two miles off, who has a family of his own to support, and could not take care of Mrs. Wheeler. She was a tailoress, and worked for the same man that I did whose name was Mr. Harding. I did not keep a shop of my own. Was not acquainted with Herold, was never in his company, nor ever introduced to him. Sometimes spoke to him and sometimes not when meeting him, no one in particular associated with Herold, he only came there on a visit to Mr. Padgett’s, his sister also visited at the same place. I never saw Herold with Atzerodt. Sometime Atzerodt stopped at Padget’s store, sometimes at Bauman’s Hotel. ^(I did not often go out at night)^. Don’t know who Atzerodt’s particular friends were.

Q. I want you to tell who Mr. Atzerodt was most intimate with in Port Tobacco.

A. I don’t know. He was not with me more than anyone else. Can’t say whom I saw him with most. He has lived there seven or eight years. I saw him nearly every day. He was not with anyone particularly during all that time. Use to visit the Hotel “right smart”, don’t know who generally congregated there at night, very few of the village people went to that hotel. I have been there at different times, they used to discourse politics there and all took part, don’t think Atzerodt took part as he was no politician. I know several young men there. There was one Owens, Neil, Blanford, Lacey, Posey and three or four Middleton’s, Bailey etc. Bailey has no present occupation.



3 Port Tobacco, the county seat for Charles County, was located at the mouth of the Port Tobacco River.

4 Rose Wheeler, George Atzerodt’s common-law wife.

1 George Atzerodt, with his brother John, operated a carriage-painting business in Port Tobacco. When war came John became a detective on the staff of Provost Marshal James McPhail in Baltimore, while George earned a living transporting men and contraband across the Potomac River for the South.

2 Montgomery County, Maryland, lies to the northwest of Washington and is where the Atzerodt family first settled when arriving from Germany. George Atzerodt’s cousin Hartman Richter still lived on the family farm, and Atzerodt visited his cousin on several occasions. Atzerodt was arrested at Richter’s house on April 20.


	A. M. S. CRAWFORD1	(7:481–83)
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Testimony of Mr. A. M. S. Crawford

State if you please Mr. Crawford what you know of this matter.

I was sitting in the dress circle of Ford’s Theater, not on the upper row of seats but on the upper floor. I suppose about five feet from the door of the box. My chair was close to the row of chairs in front. Captain McGowan, who was with me, was at my right and against the wall. This murderer came around about the middle of the first scene of the 3rd act of the play of “Our American Cousin” to pass us, he had to come around me and then to pass in front of the Captain. I looked up at him four or five time. He attracted my attention. I thought first that he was intoxicated. There was a glare in his eye, and he was a little over middling height. He had on a dark slouch hat, a dark coat, jet black hair, dark eyes, a heavy black moustache, no whiskers and no beard. It was just at the close of the third scene2 as all the attention was directed to the stage.

He left very suddenly, and stepped into the box where the president was. I turned to Capt. McGowan intending to say something to him, in reference to this man’s manner. The next instant the shot was fired. I said at once that it was in the President’s box, and jumped to the door. I passed through the door and into the box. A gentleman whom I afterwards ascertained to be Major Rathbone, who asked me not to allow anyone to enter the box, and I sent for a surgeon.3

Q. Can you describe the man’s form that jumped from the box?4

A. Yes, Sir. I saw him as he ran across the stage. I saw him as he passed across two thirds of the stage and out between the scenes. He had then a knife in his right hand. As he went through the scene he threw his hand behind him and the knife was up in sight. I think I could recognize him. I think his face was familiar. The side of his face was towards me. It was the left side of his face. No immediate pursuit was made on the stage. Not for a moment or two. He was dressed in an ordinary business suit. He very strongly resembled the Booth’s. What attracted my attention particularly was the glare in his eye. He did not say a word that I heard. I think he shot the President with the left hand. There was a dispatch brought to the President about 20 minutes before this occurred. I think the name of the bearer was Hanscombe.5 He asked me where the President was. I showed him and he went in and gave it to him. He was a rather good looking, short necked fellow, about five feet eight inches high, with grayish pants. I think. I could identify him among a thousand if I could see him in the same position. My residence is at No. 136 Penn. Ave. I am a Lieutenant in the V. R. Corps. End of testimony of Mr. Crawford.



1 One of six witnesses interrogated by a special three-member panel set up in the Petersen House within an hour of the assassination attempt.

2 Booth made his way into the box and shot Lincoln during Act 3, Scene 2, not Scene 3.

3 Doctors Charles Leale and Albert King preceded Crawford to the box. Rathbone, seriously wounded, asked Crawford to guard the door to the box and keep curious people from entering.

4 Question asked by E. M. Stanton.

5 S. P. Hanscomb, editor of the National Daily Republican. Hanscomb carried a dispatch from the White House that he handed to Charles Forbes, the president’s valet and messenger who was seated in the dress circle closest to the door to the box.
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Robert Cross

Carroll Prison

Washington DC June 29, 1865

Majors Bingham and Burnett

Judges Advocate War Dept.

Gentlemen,

The bearer was arrested on or about the 1st day of May 1865, by officer Reynolds by order of Major Burnett. He testified as a witness1 in the conspiracy case the first part of May and was committed thereafter to the Old Capitol prison by order of Major Bingham and was there retained for a period of seven (7) weeks. He prays he may be remunerated for the time he was detained as a witness.

Very Respectfully

Your Obt Servt.

Robert Cross

Officer on duty at the Old Capitol Prison



1 Cross did not testify at the trial.
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Dunkirk, NY

April 20, 1865

Crowley, Rodney R.

Capt. and Provost Marshal

Maj. S. B. Hayman

10th U. S. Infantry

A. A. P. M. Gen.

Elmira NY

Major,

Mr. Simeon J. McKay, a respectable and responsible citizen of the town of Ripley, Chautauqua Co,2 in this Dist. Makes the following statement, to wit: “That he is in business on Oil Creek near Oil City, Pa.; that he well knew John Wilkes Booth, both in the Oil Regions of Pa. and also in Washington, that on the 15th Instant, when the news arrived at Oil City Pa. that the President had been assassinated and that J. Wilkes Booth was the probable assassin, one Robert Fleming of Cherry Tree Township, Venango County, Pa declared that while in Washington DC last year he (Fleming) was a member of a secret society (called the G. D. Lodge); that he was present at the initiation of J. Wilkes Booth into said Lodge; that said Booth took a solemn oath with a sword pointed at his heart, to take the life of Abraham Lincoln under the penalty of having his heart torn from his left breast, etc., if both he (Booth) and Abraham Lincoln should be living after the expiration of eight years.

Fleming also stated that he had been in the service; that just before he was connected with this Secret Society he procured a fraudulent discharge, but that afterward he was arrested and his discharge taken from him and he was sent back into the service and served out his time; that upon reflecting upon the character of the secret organization he left it and had nothing more to do with it, but that the news of the assassination of the President recalled the facts to his memory.”

I have communicated the substance of above statement to Capt. D. V. Derickson,1 Pro. Mar. 20th Dist. Pa., advising that said Robert Fleming be arrested with a view to eliciting important information.

Very Respectfully,

Your Obt. Servt.

Rodney R. Crowley

Capt. & Pro. Mar.

31st Dist. N. Y.



2 Ripley is located in western New York state approximately sixty miles due north of Oil City, Pennsylvania.

1 A year earlier Captain D. V. Derikson had been in charge of a detail from Company K, 150th Pennsylvania Volunteers, that guarded Lincoln while he stayed at the Soldiers’ Home during the summer months.
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Washington April 28, 1865

Examination of Wm. W. Crowninshield on board monitor “Montauk”

Examination of Acting Master William Wallach Crowninshield taken by

Brigadier General Joseph Holt, Judge Advocate General, United States Army, on board the monitor “Montauk”. Washington D. C. April 27th 1865

Question: What is your name, and what your occupation?

Answer: My name is William Wallach Crowninshield, and I am Acting Master in the United States Navy.

Question: Are you acquainted with J. Wilkes Booth?

Answer: Yes, sir.

Question: How long have you known him?

Answer: About a month and a half, I have been introduced to him on two different occasions.

Question: Have you a distinct knowledge of his features, and personal appearance?

Answer: In figure he was a man not quite so high as myself. He was about five feet nine and three quarters inches high, and was what I should call a very genteel and graceful figure.

Question: Have you any knowledge of the appearance of his features?

Answer: Yes Sir.

Question: Have you examined the dead body on board of this vessel, which is alleged to be that of J. Wilkes Booth?

Answer: I have, sir.

Question: What is your opinion as to whether or not it is his body?

Answer: I feel satisfied that it is the body of J. Wilkes Booth.

Question: Are there any special marks, which enable you so to declare, or do you form your opinion from our knowledge of his general appearance?

Answer: From my knowledge of his general appearance.

Question: Have you seen him frequently?

Answer: Yes, sir.

Question: And you feel you cannot be mistaken?

Answer: I cannot be mistaken.

William W. Crowninshield

Acting Master USN

Sworn and subscribed at Washington D. C. this 28th April 1865 before me, & I certify that the forgoing was read by Wm. W. Crowninshield in my presence before signing.

C. Thomas

Notary Public



2 Crowninshield was one of several individuals who positively identified Booth’s body on board USS Montauk.
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J. W. Cummings

Washington DC

May 13 65

Sir,

Some six or seven years ago I knew a man by the name of Miles Payne in Northern Indiana who resembled in some respects (judging from descriptions I have seen in print) the man now in custody as the attempted assassin of Mr. Seward. He was a desperate character; was arrested with a gang of horsethieves & counterfeiters and turned states evidence. Just before the trial of some of the principal leaders came off he managed to escape, since which time he has not been heard from. I would recognize him the moment I saw him.

If I can be of any service to you, you will find me at room no. 53, 2nd floor of Gen. Land Office Dept. INT. but where you can ascertain from the command, my character, and where any communication you may address me will reach me.

Yours truly,

J. W. Cummings

Hon. Jos. Holt
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	LIEUTENANT SIMON P. CURRIER1	(4:228–30)
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Statement of Lieut. P. S. Currier to Col. Foster.

Lieut. P. S. Currier made the following statement to Col. Geo. A. Foster;

Geo. Henry Owen first said that he took them across a creek three quarters of a mile wide; that at the time he was gilling fish and that they gave him 5 dollars. On further examination he admitted he had ferried them across the line. He was nearly opposite Mathias Point.2 The creek is known as the Banks of the Dee. The Negro Henry,3 (delivered to Col. Wells) has worked for Mr. Jones and Captain Samuel Coxe4 and says that when they wanted to get anybody across the river they signal about the vicinity of George Dent’s house, within half a mile where this boat was hid. This W. Jones [Thomas Jones] told this Negro to take this boat from where it was hid into a run, I forget the name of it, about a mile up the river and put it in a pond to hide it. We went with Henry to the pond where he left the boat, and the boat could not be found, but saw traces where the boat had been taken out. This man Owen gave some testimony concerning Thomas Harbin, Thomas Bowie and J. D. O’loy, and a W. Watson who kept a hotel at Uniontown. Mr. Watson and wife have been arrested and sent up.



1 Currier was a detective on the staff of Washington provost marshal Colonel Timothy Ingraham.

2 Located on the Virginia side of the Potomac River. A Confederate signal camp under the command of Lieutenant Charles H. Cawood was located at Mathias Point.

3 The “Negro Henry” mentioned by Currier is Henry Woodland, a former slave of Thomas Jones, who continued to work for Jones after being set free. Jones had Woodland keep a boat ready for Booth and Herold to use in crossing the Potomac River.

4 Thomas Jones, a Confederate agent in the Signal Service. Samuel Cox, a Confederate agent who arranged for Jones to hide Booth and Herold until Jones could safely put them across the Potomac River to the Virginia shore.
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Lt. S. P. Currier

Herold is five feet six not more, hair dark, eyes dark, eyebrows rather heavy, face full, nose short, hand small and fleshy, feet small, instep very high, not slim but very round body, naturally quick and smart, when looking at a person is apt to partly close his eyes.

S. P. Currier
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Currier, S. P. Lt.

April 24 1865

A. “Asa Tranchard”, Mr. Harry Hawks

B. Miss Laura Keene

C. Mr. Ferguson

D. Gas Man

E. Stage Manager Mr. Wright

F. Mr. Wm. Withers Jr.

1. first scene

2. second "

3. box of the President

4. door to box

5.       "      "

6. entrance to passage

7. first entrance right

8. second     "      "

9. third         "      "

10. fourth     "     "

11. back door to alley

12. scenery in pile

13. door to dressing rooms

14. scenery in pile

15. governor to gaslights

16. prompt desk

17. scenery in pile

18. center door in scene

19. fence (with gate)

20. Martin house

21. set dairy (12ftX12ft 3 ft deep)

22. bench

23. small table and two chairs

24. covered stairway to basement

25. set piece to mask center door

26. hole in wall to fasten door (3 ft 6 in. from corner)

27. torn place in carpet (two feet from lower box)
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Washington April 24th 1865

Sir,

I have the honor to report that in pursuance of instructions I collected a sufficient number of people connected with the theatrical profession to fill the characters in the play of “our American Cousin” and rehearsed the “business” of the piece from its commencement to the second scene of the third act at which point the President was assassinated.1

At every change of scene I had a correct measurement made of the width of the passage between the wings and west wall of the building. This being the passage through which the assassin escaped.

Accompanying please find a diagram of the stage with properties as it stood at the time of the assassination with distances marked, with the position of ^some of^ those connected with the theater.

The number of persons required upon the stage during the performance is as follows.

Nineteen actors and actresses

Four sceneshifters

One stage carpenter

One assistant carpenter

One property man

One gasman

One (back) doorkeeper

One prompter

Making a total of twenty-nine persons passing and re-passing upon the stage and through the passages and greenroom which connects with the stage by the passage through which the assassin passed.

The carpenters and property man have it in their power to obstruct or keep clear the passage to which I have alluded. From the information gathered it appears that this passage was kept to say the least, remarkably clear upon that eventful evening.

I have also given upon the diagram the measurement of the entrance, the doors etc. and the box in which the President was sitting.

The scale of the diagram is as near four feet to the inch as a hasty sketch would allow.

I am colonel

Very respectfully Yours

Lt. Simon P. Currier

Colonel Ingraham



1 In order to see if Booth had timed his escape such that the passageway leading from the stage to the rear door leading to the alley was unobstructed, Stanton ordered the play staged again exactly as it had been performed on the night of April 14. Booth apparently timed his shooting of Lincoln when the passageway was least obstructed and did not require anyone’s help.
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	JAMES DALY	(3:841–50)
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John A. Dix

Letterhead: Office of the Superintendent of the Metropolitan Police, 300

Mulberry St., New York, June 3rd, 1865

Maj. Gen. John A. Dix

Department of the East

New York,

Sir,

Major Jolnie yesterday handed me the enclosed note, signed James Daly, dated May 29th and addressed to you; suggesting that probably the man now on trial at Washington under the name of Lewis Payne, is a certain Wm. A. Johnson of New Bern NC.1

Having on 31st ult., received through the favor of Mr. McPhail, Pro. Marshal Gen. Maryland, a card vignette of the man Lewis Payne which was pronounced by those who had seen him since his arrest, as a faithful likeness; I sent for Mr. Daly and showed it to him. He did not think the photograph as much like Johnson as the woodcut in Harper’s is like him, but that it is like him about the eyes.

I then saw the colored girl, Harlan Jones; on showing her the vignette she at once said that is like Wm. Johnson of New Bern; to inquiries she informed me she knew his mother & sister; they lived near her mistress in New Bern, NC; that Wm. was away from home when the war broke out, but came home soon after; that he joined the Jeff Davis Rifles, that a son of her Miss joined the same company & that they then left for the war; that letters were received from her young master from Manassas until after the Bull Run fight, a good while; that she left New Bern for the north five days after it was captured by Gen. Burnside. At that time Johnson was supposed to be still in the Rebel army.

I called on Mr. Wm. Degroot, of the firm of Degroot & Peck, No. 130 Front St. and learned from him that Johnson became very anxious to go south so soon as the war broke out; that he professed to desire to satisfy his friends that the people of the north were not their enemies; but Mr. D. said he did not believe him at the time; that he left in the spring of 1861, and that he has not heard directly from him since. That he has heard reports of his being made prisoner, and of his death, but knows nothing certain. On showing him the vignette, he said it was much older than Johnson, but that the eyes and nose were very like him; he examined it with a magnifying glass and then said he would not like to swear it was him. He then called his partner, Mr. Arza C. Peck and asked him if that was like the boy Wm. A. Johnson, who used to be in their store. Mr. Peck replied, it is very like him about the eyes but it is much older than he. To my question they informed me that he was 17 or 18 years old when he went away, was built very straight, especially in the front of his person, that his shoulders set back, not forward, as with almost everybody else.

Mr. Peck referred me to Mr. W. K. Hinman, of 169 South St., on whom I called. He knew Johnson well, had given him 10 or 12 dollars to help to defray the expense of getting him home; thought a person who was as secesh as he had no business to be here, etc.; that he had learned from the south that Johnson had been taken prisoner and afterward that he was killed in battle; has no certain information on the subject; it came to him, as everything else did from the south, in a very indirect way. The carte de visite was then shown him. When he at once pronounce the eyes & nose like Johnson’s; he looked older than he would expect Johnson to look in four years, but it might be him, as no doubt he had gone through a rough training in that time.

The above are the points of information I have been able to collect. If it is deemed of sufficient importance to have Payne identified, I would suggest that one or more of these persons be sent to Washington to see him in person.

Very Respectfully Yours

John A. Kennedy

Superintendent

“D” 625 (JAO) 1865

receipt (apparently a sample of Wm. A. Johnson’s handwriting)

[image: ]

Recd Paymt Wm. Degroot

Per Wm. A. Johnson
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New York, May 29th 65

Major General John A. Dix

Sir,

Having seen the likeness of Payne in Harpers weekly & thinking that I recognize in him a person by the name of William A. Johnson who was in the employ of Mr. Degroot 130 Front Street in 1861. The said Johnson is native of New Bern North Carolina; a strong secessionist & was very vindictive toward Secretary Seward. He left here in May 1861 to go home & help the south. He was then about 16 or 17 years old & very large for his age & allowing for his growing since that time, Payne answers the description very much & there is a contraband woman named Harlan Jones living in my brother’s house who was liberated by General Burnside in New Bern that knew him from youth up & his family also & upon showing her the likeness she says that is him. She says after he went home he enlisted in the Jeff Davis Cavalry. I have got some of his Signatures to Bills which he collected & I will enclose one of them thinking that they might be of some use to the government.

Yours Respectfully

James Daly

Sailmaker

No. 7 South St.

Corner of Moore

Harlan Jones

255 Pearl St. Brooklyn



1 A case of mistaken identity. Lewis Payne is Lewis Thornton Powell. “Payne” and “Paine” were aliases that Powell used at the time he obtained his parole.


	W. W. DANIELS	(3:130)
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Daniels, W. W.

Hamilton, C. W.

27th May 1865

Dear Sir,

I was in Montreal a few days since and in conversation with Mr. Sanders. He informed me that he was posted in everything going on in the trial of the assassins and that they (Sanders & Co) had got witnesses to go to the trial thoroughly posted as to what testimony had been taken and they were to swear accordingly. Sanders says that he has instruction to rebut every particle of testimony implicating him and the other parties in the assassination. I thought that I would inform you of this fact in order that you may act as your judgment may dictate. I cannot say positive but I believe from what he says that Mr. Johnson is employed by him and Thompson.1

Yours truly,

W. W. Daniels

E. M. Stanton

Sec. of War



1 Daniel’s letter to Stanton supports the theory that George Sanders, a Confederate agent in Canada, actually sent witnesses (Charles Dunham, alias Sandford Conover) to testify falsely at the conspiracy trial to discredit possible Confederate involvement in Lincoln’s assassination.


	J. DAVENPORT JR.	(7:45–47) 1865


F-10

Envelope: Addressed Messrs Brown Brothers & Co. New York

Richmond, March 24th 1865

Messrs. Brown Brothers & Co.

Gents

We beg leave to introduce to your acquaintance Mr. B. F. Ficklin native of our State who visits your City & possibly Europe for commercial purposes. For the past four years he has been very extensively engaged in foreign trade & has accumulated, so rumor says, large balances in England. Mr. F. bills brings the highest sales in our market we trust this introduction may lead to business transactions to your mutual benefit.

Res. Your Att Friend

Edmond Davenport & Co.

(7:104–6)

F-25

Letter to Gideon Allen & Son from Davenport, Mar. 24, 1865

Envelope: Messr. Gideon Allen & Son, New Bedford, Massachusetts For Mr.

Ficklin

Richmond, March 24th 1865

Messrs Gideon Allen & Son,

Gent.

This will be handed you by a friend of mine, Mr. B. Ficklin, who visits the North & possibly Europe, for commercial purposes. Mr. F. can give you the latest information from us at present we are all well. Ask Gottesh to show him round or put him in the hands of some gay young bachelor like himself and make him feel at home among you. Mr. F. has been one of our fortunate ones during this war in a pecuniary point of view and his drafts on Europe go here with the best of them.

Res. Your obt friend

J. Davenport Jr.


	J. DAVIDSON1	(7:122)


F-28

British Legation, Washington

Private

My Dear Sir,

On reading Merritt’s2 evidence I brought to Lord Moncks’s knowledge his statement that he had gone before Mr. Davidson in Canada to give information as to the plot, to assassinate the late President.

I enclose you the result of the examination ordered by Lord Monck, with a view to your making such use of it as in the interests of justice you may think right.

Yours faithfully

Frederick W. A. Bruce

Honorable W. Hunter



1 A justice of the peace in Galt, Ontario, Canada (southwest of Toronto).

2 James B. Merritt was one of three principal prosecution witnesses who gave testimony implicating the leaders of the Confederacy in Lincoln’s assassination (PW, Poore III:95, Pitman 35, 37). Much of Merritt’s testimony was later shown to be perjury.


	ALEXEIUS [ELECTUS] DAVIS (COLORED)3	(4:261–63)


Statement of Alereius Davis, (col’d)

I live in Charles Co. Md. with Mr. Henry L. Mudd., the father of Dr. Sam Mudd, I have lived with him, I think, about 32 years.

On Saturday afternoon, between 2 & 3 o’clock, I think, a young man came up to me, when about 50 yards above Mr. H. L. Mudd’s house, and asked me regarding the points of the compass, which was west, which was north. After I told him as well as I could, he asked me where the sun rose and where it set. I gave him the desired information when he remarked that he was entirely lost, and did not know anything, whether it was mid-day even or not. He next inquired if Dr. Sam Mudd didn’t live somewhere near there. I told him “Yes”, and directed him how to get there. He then said, “I wonder if I can’t stay here”. I told him that I really did not know, & that he had better go and inquire. He then remarked, “I will not bother any of you. I will take the swamp for it.” On saying that he kind of turned from me a little and immediately asked me if I’d like to go to Bryantown. I told him I would not like it at all. He thereupon turned and left me. He had only to go about 20 or 30 yards before he would be out of my sight. I would have been a little more particular in looking after the man, as I thought rather strange of his putting so many questions, had it not been for my wife, who held me back, she fearing he might injure me. The first time he had no horse, but shortly afterward he passed down the road a little piece on a beautiful, fiery little steed, and immediately returned. It was this last time when I had the conversation with him. I told him to follow the swamp, and it would take him to the bridges, where he wanted to go, as he said he knew where he was when he got there. I afterwards went in that direction with Col. Wells, but saw no traces of his having gone that way.



3 The name transcribed here is in error. The statement conforms to that given by Electus Thomas. Thomas lived as a freed slave at the plantation of Henry Lowe Mudd, father of Samuel Mudd.


	THOMAS DAVIS1	(4:245–54, DW, Mudd, Poore II:375, III:300, Pitman 195, 200)
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Statement of Thomas Davis

April 29, 1865

Carroll Prison, April 29th 1865

Thomas Davis (Examined by Col. Jno A. Foster)

Q. Where do you live?

A. At Dr. Samuel Mudd, five miles from Bryantown.

Q. Who lives in the house with him?

A. No other white man but himself.

Q. His wife?

A. Yes sir.

Q. Who else?

A. No other white man stops there.

Q. No other white man?

A. No sir. He has four children, small; the eldest I suppose is about six or seven years of age.

Q. What servants are there?

A. Frank Washington, his wife and their children (colored).

Q. That is all?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. On Saturday the 15th of this month do you remember of two men coming there?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. What time did they come?

A. About four or five o’clock in the morning as the near as I can recollect.

Q. Where were you when they first drove up?

A. In bed.

Q. Did they knock or call?

A. They knocked at the door. I did not hear them knock. I heard the doctor knock at the kitchen door to wake Frank Washington to take the horses. I got up in a few minutes and went around to the stable.

Q. What kind of horses were they?

A. One was a roan horse, medium size; a mark about the saddle where he had been hurt; his shoulder was swelled right smart; mark was behind the saddle, an old sore; the swelling of the shoulder was fresh; swelled right smart; I cannot remember whether he had white stockings; or whether he had any mark upon his forehead; he was a light roan. The saddle was light, government blanket with a row of holes down it. The other was a small bay mare. The colored man told me he had a white star on his forehead. I did not notice; she was lame in her left front leg she was very lame before taken out of the stable and taken to water about 10 or 11 o’clock.

Q. When did you see the men first?

A. I never saw them. They were both carried upstairs.

Q. What did the doctor say?

A. He said that one had fallen down and broken one of his legs, and that he had set it. He did not say anything about the other man; the other man was a small dark haired man. They left Saturday evening between four and five o’clock.

Q. Did not one go away first with the doctor?

A. Yes, sir. The doctor got out the bay horse about 1:00.

Q. What direction did they go?

A. I do not know.

Q. How long were they gone?

A. I do not know what time they got back. When I came home from my work in the field all the horses had gone.

Q. Where were you in the afternoon?

A. Out in the field grubbing.

Q. Could you see the road from the field?

A. Yes, sir, the one leading to Bryantown.

Q. Did you not see them when they passed?

A. I did not.

Q. How was that?

A. I was not noticing towards the road. The road is half a mile off.

Q. The road was in plain sight from the field?

A. The doctor said they did not go that road. They went out the through the gate where we were hauling wood, and went down through the swamp.

Q. Where does that go to?

A. It leads out into the road going to Bryantown, Beantown, or to Port Tobacco.

Q. How far are the bridges from your house?

A. I do not know. I was never there.

Q. How far do you suppose?

A. I suppose four or five miles. I have not been living there long. I have never been but once to Bryantown since I lived there.

Q. When did the soldiers come along to your place?

A. The first soldiers last Tuesday week.

Q. That is two days after they left?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. When they asked you about these men what did you say?

A. They did not say anything to me about them.

Q. They asked the doctor in your presence.

A. No, sir. The doctor was sent for out in the field and went to the house.

Q. When the soldiers called you up last Friday what did you tell them?

A. I did not see the men and I described the horses.



1 Davis was a laborer working at the Mudd farm at the time of Booth and Herold’s stopover on Saturday, April 15.

(4:255–60, DW, Poore II:375, III:300, Pitman 195, 200)
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Statement of Thomas Davis

I was born in Prince George’s County, Maryland. I have been living with Dr. Sam Mudd during this last year, I was there when these two men came, but did not see them, though I did the horses. The men were carried upstairs before I got up; and there they stayed until late in the evening. I do not know at what time in the evening they left; but I know when I came home after sunset both of the horses were gone.

One of the horses was a small bay mare in excellent trim, with a piece of skin off on the inside of the left foreleg about as big as a silver quarter. I do not know whether there was a soar [sic] on her head or not. The other was a roan horse, the pretty racker with a large scar just back of the saddle.

I breakfasted and dined with the family; but the men did not come down while I was there. As regards the object of the men’s visit, Mrs. Mudd told me that they were on their way to Washington, but that one of them had had his leg broken by his horse falling down in Beantown, and they had come to have the doctor set it.

The first part of that Saturday I was stripping tobacco raised last year and in the afternoon I was preparing land. I stopped work just about sunset.

I first went with Dr. Mudd the first week after New Year; but I have always lived in the neighborhood.

Dr. Mudd’s father’s is about three quarters of a mile from his place.

I first heard of the President’s death on Sunday about 11 o’clock. A man by the name of Washington told me about it. Dr. Mudd told me nothing of it.

Dr. Mudd says he is a union man, but I never heard him say much on the subject; as he generally talks about such matters with those whom he regards as being on his own quality. I, as well as my father, have always stood up for the government.

I just heard of these two men being suspected as the murderers on last Wednesday or Thursday when the doctor was arrested and carried to Bryantown.

An old gentleman by the name of Bess was the only person who took dinner with me on this Saturday. Dr. Mudd had had his dinner. Mrs. Mudd was at the table, and was talking about how much cotton it took to bind up a man’s leg.

The room in which these men were taken upstairs was the doctor’s office; I have never been upstairs but three times since I have been living with him, but I think there is a bed in that office. I sleep in the new part of the house.

In the evening at supper Dr. Mudd remarked that the setting of this man’s leg didn’t pay him for his trouble. The old man Bess spoke up and asked him if they didn’t pay him anything. He said yes, but they only paid him $25. He was then asked if he knew who they were. He said he did not, they were strangers to him.

I fed the horses and one of the black men took them out and curried them. That was between daybreak and sunrise. I was at work when the men left, or about the time they are said to have left, behind a piece of pine woods, which completely concealed the house from view.

The nearest neighbor of the doctor is Squire Garnett, who lives about 400 yards from him.

Beantown is in a westerly direction from the doctors, about 2 ½ miles. Parsons Wilmer’s is I think, in the southeasterly direction. I judged these parties went down through a large swamp, as the track of the horses can be traced in that direction.

The road or track comes out into the road leading to Bryantown, to Port Tobacco, and to Piney Church.


	CHARLES DAWSON	(4:353–55)
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Washington, April 28, 1865

Examination of Charles Dawson, on board monitor “Montauk”

Examination of Charles Dawson, taken by Brigadier General Joseph

Holt, Judge Advocate General, United States Army, on board the monitor

“Montauk”. Washington D. C. April 27th 1865.

Question: What is your name and what your occupation?

Answer: My name is Charles Dawson. I am a clerk in the National Hotel, Washington, and have charge of the office of that establishment.

Question. Will you state if you are acquainted with J. Wilkes Booth and how intimately?

Answer: I have been acquainted with him since October 1863, merely as intimately as I would be with any guest in the hotel.

Question: Have you just examined the dead body, which is claimed to be that of J. Wilkes Booth, on board of this vessel?

Answer: I have.

Question: Will you state whether or not in your judgment it is the body of J. Wilkes Booth?

Answer: I distinctly recognize it as the body of J. Wilkes Booth. First, from the general appearance; next, from the India ink letters “JWB” on his wrist, which I have very frequently noticed; and then by a scar on the neck. I also recognize the vest as that of J. Wilkes Booth.1

Question: On which hand or wrist are the India ink initials referred to?

Answer: On the left.

Sworn and subscribed at Washington DC this 28th April 1865 before me, and I certify that the within statement was read by Charles Dawson in my presence before signing.

____[C. Thomas?]



1 Booth, when a young boy, tattooed the initials “JWB” in India ink on the back of his hand in the “vee” formed by the thumb and index finger. Booth also had a prominent scar on the back of his neck caused by the removal of a “fibroid tumor” in 1863 by Dr. May.


	E. A. DAYTON	(3:793–94)
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Dayton E. A.

Alexandria, Va.

April 24, 1865

Gen. Auger, Military Govt. etc.

Sir,

When I came to this city in 1861 I became acquainted with one A. H. Deahl who was a clerk in the City Hotel. He was & is yet a rebel; then had a brother in the rebel army. For a year or more he has seemed not to be in business of any considerable profit. Some weeks ago while on the ferryboat crossing from Washington he was about half drunk & said to me that he was in New York City at the time of the incendiary fires last fall but he ridiculed the idea that the rebels were in any way connected with the affair. Some time before he was in Boston as he told me & I cannot tell what business he had that should take him there. I have for a long while suspected that he was a rebel agent. I may be wrong. If so, the hints I give you can do him no harm. I certainly wish him no harm only such punishment as a traitor should receive.

Yours etc.

E. A. Dayton


	BEN DEBAR	(2:300)
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Telegraph from St. Louis to Rochester NY

Letterhead: Western Union Telegraph Company

Etc.

To J. W. Booth    Dec. 18, 1861

Theater    from St. Louis

All right, Expect you the sixth.1 Have mitten.

Debar



1 Found among Booth’s papers in his room at the National Hotel in Washington. Ben DeBar owned the St. Charles Theatre in New Orleans and the St. Louis Theatre where Booth performed in December 1861, 1862, and 1863.

(2:336)
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Newspaper clipping2

St. Louis Theater—Miss Blanche De Bar, the now established favorite of St. Louis, had her benefit last night, which proved the greatest ovation of the whole season. Every part of the house was crowded. The dress circle and second tier presented a beautiful appearance, being filled with ladies belonging to the first families of St. Louis. The first piece, the Factory Girl, was admirably performed, Miss De Bar playing most naturally, and looking beautiful in her well-selected costumes. She introduced a beautiful song, which she executed admirably. At the end of this drama, Miss De Bar was loudly called for, when she appeared before the curtain amid a shower of bouquets and immense applause, When E. W. Decker, Esq., rose in the side box and, after speaking a very appropriate and flattering address, presented her, in behalf of a number of our citizens, a most elegant and costly present of a magnificent diamond ring and superb set of cameos, surrounded by pearls. They are of the richest description, procured at Messrs. Waldauce & Kulin’s jewelry establishment, on fourth Street. Miss De Bar accepted the present with much apparent feeling, and returned thanks in a feeling and modest manner. The afterpiece was the Honeymoon. Miss De Bars Juliana was a complete triumph. We are too much pressed for room today as much as we wish, so we will just conclude by congratulating Miss De Bar on her great and unparalleled success.



2 Found among Booth’s papers in his room at the National Hotel in Washington.

(2:417–20)
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Ben DeBar

Statement of Ben DeBar

Headquarters Dept. of the Mo.

Off. Pro. Mar. Gen.

St. Louis, April 22, ’65

Question: Where do you reside?

Answer: On Pine Street, St. Louis; keep the St. Louis Theater and have lived here since 1839.

Question: Do you know J. Wilkes Booth?

Answer: I do.

Question: Are you intimate with him?

Answer: No.

Question: Have you had any correspondence with him during the last 12 months?

Answer: Yes.

Question: What was the nature of it?

Answer: About an engagement to play in the theater.

Question: How long is it since you received the last letter from him?

Answer: Three months ago.

Question: Was there anything in that correspondence to induce you to believe he meditated the assassination of the President of the United States or any officer of the Government?

Answer: None, at all. It was purely theatrical.

Question: Have you received any communication from him, written or verbal, since that last letter you spoke of?

Answer: None.

Question: Had you any reason to believe he would attempt the assassination of the President of the United States?

Answer: None in the world. I had every reason to believe he would attempt nothing of the kind.

Question: Do you know who his friends are in Maryland?

Answer: No, nothing about him at all. Our relations have been unpleasant, from a family difficulty. Junius Booth is father of this girl (Blanche De Bar) and brother of J. Wilkes Booth. He left Boston some 12 or 15 years ago with a prostitute named Harriet Mace and went to California. I applied for a divorce for my sister and got it. Since then we have had nothing in common.

Question: Your sister was the wife of Junius Booth?1

Answer: Yes sir.

B. DeBar

Sworn and subscribed to this 22nd day of April, A. D. 1865

William Thorpe

Notary Public

St. Louis Co. Mo.



1 DeBar’s sister married and later divorced Junius Brutus Booth Jr. Her maiden name was Clementine DeBar.


	BLANCHE DEBAR2	(2:421–25)
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Statement of Blanche Booth

Headqrs Dept. of the Mo.

Office of the Pro. Mar. Gen.

St. Louis, April 22nd 1865

Question: Where do you live?

Answer: In St. Louis, have lived here about 7 years.

Question: What relation are you to J. Wilkes Booth?

Answer: I am his niece.

Question: Are you personally acquainted with him?

Answer: Yes.

Question: When did you last see him?

Answer: In the summer of 1863, to the best of my knowledge.

Question: Have you had any correspondence, or communication of any kind, with him since then?

Answer: I have never corresponded with him at all in my life. I have corresponded with Edwin.

Question: Has there been any difficulty or misunderstanding between yourself and your uncle John Wilkes?

Answer: None whatever.

Question: Have you never received from him communications or messages of any shape?

Answer: A few lines on a card was the only written communication. The purpose was to excuse himself from an engagement he had with me. He signed himself “Your Uncle”.

Question: Did you ever receive any verbal message from him through other parties?

Answer: No. In the course of conversation parties have spoken of him. He has never sent me any direct message or communication whatever.

Question: Have you ever had any intimation from him directly or indirectly or from any other parties, in any shape, going to show that he meditated the assassination of the President of the United States or any officer of the Government?

Answer: No, sir, none whatever.

Question: Is there anything peculiar in his disposition? Is he not morbid or melancholy?

Answer: I have seen so little of him. I don’t know but “morbid” might apply to him. He was erratic and taciturn. I didn’t know him sufficiently to give any direct answer to that.

Question: What do you know of his political belief?

Answer: He was pretty cautious, but I judge, from what I have heard from persons that have known him, that his proclivities were Southern. He is a Marylander by birth.

Question: Are you familiar with your uncle’s acquaintances and friends in Maryland?

Answer: No, sir, I am not.

Question: Do you know whether he has been south of our lines since the war?

Answer: No, I do not.

Question: Have you any reason to believe he has?

Answer: No, I have none, whatever.

Blanche De Bar

Sworn and Subscribed to this 22nd day of April A. D. 1865

Before me.

William Thorpe

Notary Public, St. Louis Co. Missouri



2 Found among Booth’s papers in his room at the National Hotel in Washington. Blanche DeBar was the daughter of Junius Booth Jr. and Clementine DeBar Booth and was the niece of John Wilkes Booth. When Junius abandoned his wife and daughter, Ben DeBar assumed responsibility for Blanche, and she reverted to using the DeBar name. Like her mother and father, she became an actress and played in her adopted father’s theater in St. Louis.

(2:339–40)
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Playbill Saint Louis Theater1

Miss Blanche DeBar


	JAS. M. DEEMS	(3:146–47)
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Deems, Jas. M.

Baltimore May 29th 1865

Judge Holt

Dear Sir,

I would respectfully inform you that a soldier now at hospital in this city can testify that Lt. Davis, the spy who was convicted in Ohio to be hung, and whose sentence was commuted by President Lincoln, had said in his presence in Mullen Ga. that they could kill our men faster in prison than on the field and that it was their intention to starve them. He also saw said Davis hang two of our men in the stocks and that both died immediately after. He also helped to load our dead every morning to the number of from 20 to 35 pitched into a common army wagon without any covering; and heard Davis say that he had orders report to Richmond for a secret expedition. All this could not have occurred without orders from Richmond. The soldier’s name is David S. Orcutt, at Patterson Park Hospital. Gen. Lee could have secured humane treatment to our soldiers while they were prisoners. It is expected by all true Union men that Lee will be tried both for desertion from the army and for treason; many of our soldiers have been shot for desertion; why should he escape?

Very respectfully

Jas. M. Deems,

Formerly Lt. Col.

Commanding 1st Md. Cavalry

No. 1 Hollins St.



1 Found among Booth’s papers in his room at the National Hotel in Washington.
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F. S. S. DeGraw

House of Thomas Green

Foot of 17th Street

Washington DC

April 22nd 1865

Col T. Ingraham

Pro Mar. Gen.

Defenses North of Potomac

Sir,

I forward herewith under guard Henry Welch, who formerly worked for Green and left here the day Green was arrested; says he had been sick since leaving here.

Very Respectfully

Your obt. Servant

F. S. S. DeGraw

2nd Lieut., 10th Regt. VRC

Comdg Guard at that house
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“D” 48 (JAO) 1865

W. H. DeMotte

Letterhead: Office of the Indiana Military Agency, 332 F St., corner 10th St.

Washington, April 21, 1865

Hon. E. M. Stanton

Sec. Of War

Sir,

I have the honor to apply to you for permission to remove from Ford’s Theater on 10th Street, this city, one American Flag, the property of the Indiana Agency, & placed there under the following circumstances.

On Monday, 17th inst., a gentleman called at this office, requesting the loan of the flag then displayed in mourning at the door, for the purpose of arranging a certain box in Ford’s Theater as it was on the night of the 14th inst., when the assassination of the President occurred that a photograph of the same might be taken. Under the impression that he was acting under authority the request was cheerfully granted.

The flag, I understand, is still there, hence this request. It can be readily identified by the coarseness of texture, & by a triangular rent in the Union.

Respectfully,

Your Obt. Servant

W. H. DeMotte

Indiana Milt. Agent

(2:485–86)
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Demotte, W. H.

Letterhead: War Department, Washington City

Application made by W. H. DeMotte, Agent for Indiana for the return of a flag borrowed for decorating the stage box in Ford’s Theater, previous to taking a photograph of the same. Application made April 21
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541 H St. Washington D.C.

May 27th 1865

I J. T. Holohan do acknowledge to have this day received of 1st Lt. J. W. Dempsey, Officer Comdg Guard at the house of Surratt, No. 541 H. Street Washington DC the following named articles. Viz.

2 pair pants, 1 dress coat, 1 linen coat, 1 knit jacket, 3 vests, 7 shirts,

3 ladies dresses, 1 skirt, 1 plain bound testament, 1 pr skates, 1 pr ladies Gaiters (worn) (signed) J. T. Holohan

A true copy

John W. Dempsey

1st Lt. 10th Regt. VRC, Comdg. Guard
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Derickson, D. V.

Capt. and Provost Marshal, 20th Dist. Pa.

Letterhead: Headquarters Provost Marshal’s Office, Twentieth District, Pa.,

Meadville, Crawford Co. April 26, 1865

H. L. Burnett

Judge Advocate Washington DC

Sir,

I have the honor to inform you that I arrested Robert Fleming of Cherry Tree, Venango Co. Pa, and investigated the matter of his connection with J. Wilkes Booth in the assassination of President Lincoln.

Fleming is an intelligent young man aged 21 years; he was a private in Co. K. 57th Pa. Vols. I examined him under oath. When he stated that he had made the statement as reported by Mr. Simeon McKay through Capt. R. R. Cruly Pro. Mar. 31st Dist. NY to wit: “That he was a member of a secret society called the D. G. Lodge; that he was present at the initiation of J. Wilkes Booth into said Lodge & that Booth took a solemn oath with a sword pointed at his heart to take the life of Abraham Lincoln, under the penalty of having his heart torn from his left breast, etc. if he Booth and Abraham Lincoln should be living after the expiration of eight years.” But he had done it in a fun making way to see who could tell the largest story, as he was in company with a number of young men who were telling large stories on the same line. He also states that he was taken prisoner in the fall of 1863 and was paroled; that he left his command without leave, and was absent about six months, but returned to his regiment in March 1864 under the Presidents proclamation; that during his absence from his Reg’t. he was some of the time in Washington and while there he became acquainted with Booth and played some minor part in plays in Grover’s Theater, while Booth was playing there; that he is not a member of any secret society; that he never had any communication with Booth on the subject of the Presidents Assassination, but that there was a secret society in Washington known as the G. D. and that he had frequently been solicited to unite with it by citizens of Washington, some of whom belonged to Grover’s Theater, but that he could not now recall the names of any of them. That G. D. meant, “Got Demoralized” or “Great Demoralized” and was started for the purpose of having an organized body composed of disaffected soldiers belonging to the Army of the Potomac, that they might make themselves effective in demoralizing the army etc.

Fleming’s mother informed my Depy. who arrested him, that she heard him make the statement concerning the initiation of Booth into the G. D. lodge, in the presence of a Mr. McKay in her own house. I am of the opinion that he knew nothing of the conspiracy to assassinate the President before it occurred, but his statements and actions in the premises are so peculiar that I deemed it my duty to hold him under arrest until I could report the fact to you, and await your orders before releasing him.

Fleming belongs to a very respectable family, but is regarded by his neighbors as a very reckless young man.

Very respectfully,

Your obt. Servt.

D. V. Derickson

Capt. & Pro. Mar.

20th Dist. Pa.



1 Derikson was captain of a company from the 150th Pennsylvania Volunteers that served as a bodyguard for the president and his family while they stayed at the Soldiers’ Home in Washington.
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Cipher Letter

Statement of Charles Deuel

I reside at 126 South H. Street, between 4½ and 6th streets. On the evening of the second of May 1865, I was sitting on a pile driver’s scow, at the wharf, Moorhead City, North Carolina; while sitting there a letter came floating along on the top of the water; my attention was called to it by James Ferguson, who was sitting with me along with my son Edward P. Deuel; I took a pole and picked the letter up; I supposed it was written in French or Dutch and threw it down; James Ferguson seemed to think we had better keep it, so I got the letter and carried it some three days. One evening while sitting at the table, I took the letter out of my pocket, and saw it commenced with “W”. We presumed it had been written at Wilmington; we tried it on that and it did not come out; then we tried it on Washington and the number of figures agreed with the number of letters and we took “April” and the word “the”. Then we made an alphabet, set the ciphers under the alphabet, then we assumed that the word commenced with “J” was John, and the word preceding that “Dear”. “Then we proceeded to read the letter. When we came to a letter that we could not make out we put down the ciphers instead of the letter and in this way we succeeded in reading the letter. I found the letter at Point Lookout Inlet, North Carolina. It was directed to John Wise. It commenced by saying that “Pet had done his work well, and was saved and that “Old Abe” was in hell”.

I then wrote a communication and sent it to the Hon. Wm. H. Seward, Secretary of State.


	CIPHER LETTER FOUND BY CHARLES DEUEL	(3:20–22, PW, Poore III:270, Pitman 42)
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Letterhead Office U.S. Military Telegraph, War Department, Washington, DC Washington April the 15th Dear John,

I am happy to inform you that Pet has done his work well; he is safe, and old Abe is in hell. Now sir, all eyes are on you. You must bring Sherman.

Grant is in the hands of old Gray ere this. Red shoes showed a lack of nerve in Seward’s case, but he fell back in good order. Johnson must come, Old Crook has him in charge. Mind well that brother’s oath and you will have no difficulty. All will be safe and enjoy the fruits of our labor. We had a large meeting last night. All were bent on carrying out the program to the letter. The rails are laid for our safe exit. ____ old ___ always behind lost the pass at City Point, now I say again the lines of our brave officers and the life of the south depends upon the carrying this program into effect. No. two will give you this, its ordered no more letters shall be sent by mail. When you write sign no real name, and send by some of our friends who are coming home. We want you to write us how the news was received there. We received great encouragement from all quarters. I hope there will be no getting weak in the knees. I was in Baltimore yesterday, Pet had not got there yet. Your folks are well and have heard from you. Don’t lose your nerve.

O B

No. five


	JOHN A. DEVENEY	(2:137–39, PW, Poore I:34, Pitman 38)
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John Deveney

Endorsement: Major Burnett will take the examination of Mr. Deveney. E M S Letterhead: Kirkwood House, Sprague & Co.

Washington DC April 22nd 1865

Hon. E. M. Stanton, Sec. of War, U. S.

Sir,

On reading of your dispatch to Maj. Gen. Dix in this mornings papers, I see you state your belief of the origin of the plot (of assassination) to be in is that it originated in Canada & that one of the arrested parties is one of the St. Albans Raiders.

Having resided in Canada all last winter, I had opportunities of seeing all those raiders & can identify any of them. I also met J. Wilkes Booth in Montreal at the same time in company with Sanders, Thompson, Tucker & other notorious rebel leaders. I also met Dr. Blackburn there who is accused (in the morning papers) by the American Consul in Bermuda of having packed some infected goods for shipment to New York.1

Very Respectfully,

Your obt. Servant,

John Deveney



1 George Sanders, Jacob Thompson, and Beverly Tucker were Confederate agents operating out of Toronto and Montreal.

(4:9–11, PW, Poore I:34, Pitman 38)
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Memorandum of evidence against J. Wilkes Booth

John Deveney2

Says that in June of last year he left Baltimore and proceeded to Canada to avoid the draft, and lived in Montreal seven or eight months. During that time he stopped at the Girard House part of the time and part of the time at the St. Lawrence. He saw J. Wilkes Booth there often. Met him last year. The first time he met him Booth was in company with George N. Sanders. They were standing talking outside of the hotel. They adjourned to Jolly’s to take a drink. Saw them in there; their conversation was apparently confidential and whispered. He also saw him in company with Jake Thompson. Spoke to Booth and he asked him how long he had been there, and he told him for some time. He said he was there on business, but he was not going to play there—just on there on some business. He also saw him talking to Clement Clay, John Holcomb, & others beside Sanders, and was constantly in their society. Witness states that after this—which was in the early part of the winter of 1864—he did not see Booth again until the day of the assassination, when he met him about 5 o’clock at the Kirkwood House in Washington and spoke to him, and Booth asked him when he got back from Canada. He told him. Shortly after that he saw Booth come down the street on a bay horse or mare not very large. Did not see the horse until it passed, then Booth turned around and nodded to him. Booth was passing in the direction of the capital. He attended the theater that night and noticed Booth as he sprang out of the box and fell upon the stage he thinks it was about ten o’clock at night, and that it was the second scene of the third act of the play “Our American Cousin”. Heard him say, “Sic Semper Tyrannus” and he thinks that after he had jumped on the stage he said, “the South shall live yet”. He says that Booth fell on one knee and one hand. He heard something rip as he fell; that he jumped up losing his hat. As he struck this stage and fell on one hand and knee he immediately recovered himself, sprang to his feet and ran off the stage. He says that he had on dark clothes, coarse stuff, and side pockets in the coat; had what is called a novelty coat his clothes were very slouching as was his usual custom.



2 Deveney, a Marylander acquainted with Booth, was one of three witnesses to testify to seeing Booth in Montreal in the company of Confederate agents. Deveney was the first witness to describe the events in Ford’s Theatre on the night of April 14.

(4:264–69, PW, Poore, I:34, Pitman 38)
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April 1865

Statement of John Deveney

John Deveney of Baltimore, formerly Lieutenant of the 7th Maryland Vols. States

I have been living in Washington for about seven or eight weeks; I left Montreal on the 3rd of February 1865 and have been here ever since. I went to Montreal to avoid the draft of June last and was there seven or eight months. I stopped at the Girard Hotel part of the time I was there; I stopped first at the St. Lawrence, a very expensive hotel. I do not know what month it was that I met John Wilkes Booth there; I know him very well. (Photograph of Booth shown to witness). That is the man. I think it was before New Years. I met him there; it was sometime in the winter, I think before Christmas; I think he staid in the house a week or so.1 The first time I saw him he was in company with George N. Sanders. They were standing outside of the hotel talking on the portico, and adjourned to Jolly’s to take a drink and I saw them in there. Geo. N. Sanders whose conversation is always confidential, always whispered.

I also saw Booth about the same time talk with Jacob Thompson. I spoke to Booth and he asked me how long I had been there and I told him some time. I asked him what he was doing, and he said “A little business”. I asked him if he was going to play; and he said “No, he was here just on a little business”. I saw him talking to Clement Clay, Judge Holcomb and others besides Sanders. I suppose I saw him there every day for a week; he was in their society constantly. I presumed he was a secessionist by the company he kept. I was not stopping at the hotel at the time he was stopping there; I was boarding at the “St. Gabriel’s” at that time. I do not know when he left.

The next time I saw Booth was on Friday evening 14th April 1865 about five o’clock on the steps of the Kirkwood House in Washington. He was just going in the door and turned around and recognized me; he tapped me on the shoulder and said “How d’ye do Jack, when did you get back from Canada!” I said “I have been back a short time”. I asked him where he was going; he said “I am going to remain here sometime and I will see you again”. This was just before five o’clock. A short time after that in a carriage and in some two or three seconds, I saw Booth come down the street on a bay horse or mare not very large with a crimped tail, black saddle and with common stirrups not military stirrups. I didn’t see the horse until he passed and then Booth turned round and nodded his head to me. He was going towards the Capitol; I didn’t observe that he had his spur on.

I next saw Booth when he jumped out of the box in Ford’s Theater and fell on his hands. I think it was about ten o’clock, on the night of the 14th of April. It was not between the acts that this occurred but during an act. The play was “Our American Cousin” and it was in the second scene of the third act. I heard someone say “Sic Semper Tyranus”, almost simultaneously with the firing of the shot. Some others say that Booth said something after he jumped on the stage but I think he said the “South shall live yet”. I saw him in the air as he jumped; I heard something rip and he fell on one knee and one hand. I got out of the theater as quickly as possible as I was afraid of being recognized as someone who knew Booth. He was jumping without his hat on. He struck the stage and fell on one hand and one knee but recovered himself and was off immediately and no one could have shot him. He had on dark clothes of coarse stuff with side pockets in the coat; he had on what is called the “Novelty Coat”; his clothes were always very slouchy.



1 Booth was in Montreal for ten days, from October 18 through October 27, 1864.

(2:151–52, PW, Poore, I:34, Pitman 38)
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John Deveney

War Dept. April 25, 1865

John Deveney, being duly sworn, states:

I reside in Washington at No. 533 11th St. I met this man Booth in Canada last fall, at Montreal, at the St. Lawrence Hall. He was then in company with Sanders, Thompson and others of that class. He seemed to be well received by these men and was on familiar and intimate terms with them. I also met with Dr. Blackburn, of Wilmington, NC, who is accused of having collected four bales of infected clothing from the hospitals which he intended to ship to New York for the purpose of spreading the yellow fever in that city. I know Dr. Blackburn to be a rebel, and that he has a son in the rebel army. I believe a Captain.1

My statement as to what I saw at the theater is already before Col. Wells.



1 Blackburn’s only son was Cary Bell Blackburn, born in 1837.

(2:153–55, PW, Poore I:34, Pitman 38)

Preliminary Examination before N. H. Miller, Jus. Of Peace, County of Washington

District of Columbia April 1865

My name is John Deveney. I am a resident of No. 532 Eleventh St., city of Washington D. C. I have been in the recruiting business lately. I have been an officer for the fourth Maryland Volunteers. I am well acquainted with J. Wilkes Booth. I have known him for several years. I have seen him in Canada in the city Montreal last winter in company with Geo. N. Sanders and other noted rebels and that was the last time I saw him until the 14th instant in the city of Washington about the hour of Five P.M. on the steps of the Kirkwood Hotel. He was alone at that time. He spoke to me there for a few minutes. He said he intended to stay in this city of Washington and he would see me again as he was then in a hurry. A very short time after this I saw him coming down the avenue riding a bright bay horse with long tail and common English saddle and stirrups on said horse. The next I saw of him while I was at Ford’s Theater that same evening when President he jumped from the box where the President was sitting. I heard a shot fired and saw the man leap from the said box immediately after the shot was fired. He fell with his face towards me. When I exclaimed having recognized him “Good God! That is John Wilkes Booth and he has shot the President.” After coming to headquarters I described the hat which he wore in the afternoon and which he left in the box in his flight. This I did before seeing it at the police station. After it having been shown to me I recognized it as the one worn by Booth that afternoon.
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Evidence

Statement of Officer Ely Devoe

Washington DC April 19, 1865

I am a detective officer employed by Col. H. S. Olcott, Special Commissioner of the War Department. I was on duty with Col. Olcott in Washington on Tuesday April 18, 1865, at General Auger’s headquarters. I was sent by Col. Olcott with Capt. W. M. Wermerskirch to the house of Mrs. Surratt No. 541 H Street to assist in the arrest of certain persons and search for papers. On reaching the house I knocked at the door. When a window was opened, but not the blind and a woman spoke in a low voice, saying, “Is that Mr. Kirby?” I replied “no madam, I want this door opened.” I then told the Major who accompanied us to note the name of Kirby. The door was opened and I asked “Are you Mrs. Surratt?” She said, “I am.” And gave me the names of those in the house.

The inmates were all arrested and conveyed to General Auger’s Headquarters by me.

I then returned to the house and assisted in conveying a prisoner to the Headquarters. He was a young man about six feet two inches in height, weighing about one hundred and seventy five pounds, and was dressed in a gray coat and vest and had muddy black pantaloons and boots on.1 On his head he had the leg or sleeve of a woolen shirt or drawers in place of a cap. On reaching General Auger’s Headquarters, I received an order from Col. Olcott with officer Sampson to search the prisoner, which we did and found on his person a pocketbook containing two newspaper slips, a box of pistol cartridges, a small pocket dictionary, a pocket compass in a mahogany case, a small hair brush, two toothbrushes, a bottle of hair grease, and several other small articles.

I asked him what wages he had and he said he earned a dollar a day. I asked “How is it that you say you could not go to New York because you had not money to carry you there, and now you have twenty five dollars in your pocket?”

Said he, “I didn’t say I didn’t have money enough, but I hadn’t enough to spare for that purpose.” I asked him where he had lived, and he said, “at the restaurants.”



1 The man arrested at Mary Surratt’s boardinghouse was Lewis Powell.

(3:72–73)
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Ely Devoe

Form: United States Telegraph Company, 450 15th St. and Kirkwood House, Washington

May 20th From New York

To Joseph Holt

Judge Advocate

The evidence of Thos. Sampson and Ely Devoe will be valuable in the case of Mrs. Surratt & Lewis Payne.

Ely Devoe

No 82 Franklin St.

Office of Principal Commissioner


	THOMAS B. DEWEES	(7:156–61)


F-37

Letter to Norris from Dewees, April 15, 1865

Endorsements: Headquarters 2nd US Cavalry, Winchester Va., April 15, 1865, Respectfully forward with the remarks that the within statement is as near the circumstances connected with the case to which it has reference as can be remembered. Chas. E. Norris, Capt 2nd US Cavalry, Commanding Regiment. Headquarters 2 US Cav., Winchester Va., April 15/65, Nearly all of the Provost Guard at Hagerstown Md. on duty during the time the 2nd US Cavalry remained there were the oldest enlisted men from the regiment, who have since been discharged. This information I give to the Maj. General Commanding Md. Mil. Div. Chas. E. Norris, Capt. 2nd US Cav.

Headqurs Div. April 15.65 No record appears of any such document having been rec’d at these headquarters. I sent Capt. Norris and Lieut. Dewees with papers to report to Major Gen. Halleck.

M. Hancock, Major Genl

Camp 2nd US Cavalry

Near Winchester, Va.

April 15, 1865

Capt.

As directed by you I make the following statement in regard to an affidavit taken before a Justice of the Peace in Hagerstown.

I would respectfully state that a citizen of Hagerstown came to me, and made the statement embodied in the affidavit. I directed him to take the two men (their names are on the affidavit) before a magistrate or Justice of the peace, and take their affidavit, and bring it to me. He did so. I forwarded the affidavit with a letter explaining circumstances to Comdg Officer at Hagerstown, Capt. C. E. Norris, 2nd US Cavalry. The communication was returned or rather the Comdg Officer came to my office with it and requested me to endorse it. Referring to it, the commanding General of Mid. Mil Division requesting instructions how to proceed in the matter. I endorsed the affidavit to that effect and it was signed by Capt. C. E. Norris 2nd Va. Cav. Comdg Post and sent by my orderly to the Post Office to be mailed. I also took the precaution to make a copy of the affidavit which I retained. Since then I have heard nothing further of the matter.

I am sir very respectfully

Your obt Ser

Thos B. Dewees

Lt. US Cavalry

Capt. C. E. Norris

Comdg 2nd US Cavalry
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Diagram of coal oil lands and advertisements
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Diagram of pistol for shooting poisoned needles



1 Found among Booth’s papers in his room at the National Hotel in Washington.
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Dix, John A.

NY 1 May 1865

His Excellency Andrew Johnson

Dear Sir,

The enclosed comes to me in rather an unusual shape, & I have thought best to forward it just as it is. It appears to be a letter written at Poughkeepsie & sent to a man here to be mailed ^to you^, probably that the Postmark might not indicate the place, from which it came. It may be of no consequence, but it may possibly be otherwise.

I am very respectfully & truly,

John A. Dix



2 Commanded Union forces in New York City.

(2:665–67)
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Envelope: Postmark Poughkeepsie Address W. K. Peyton 274 Bowery NY

Monday May 1, 1865

Major General Dix,

Dr. Sir,

The enclosed note for President Johnson was received by me this morning and not knowing the writer or contents and the singular manner in which it is sent to me gives it a rather suspicious appearance of evil, in these strange times.

Yours truly,

W. K. Peyton

274 Bowery

New York


(2:1125–27)
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Letterhead: Office U. S. Military Telegraph, War Department, The following cipher telegram received at Washington 4.30 PM May 5 1865

Hon C. A. Dana

Asst. Sec. War

The woman who found the letters has reported to me.1 She has moved to the city. Keeps a small store. Has several children; is a widow and keeps no servants.

She will find someone to take care of her house and be in Washington Monday morning.

Col. McMahon who examined the gunpowder cases is absent sick. I expect him tomorrow & will send the papers immediately on his return.

John A. Dix

Maj. Gen. Comdg.



1 In November 1864 Mrs. Mary Hudspeth claimed to have found two letters lying on the floor of a trolley car she was riding in New York. One of the letters spoke in some detail of Lincoln’s assassination. The letters were taken to Lincoln, who kept them, along with similar letters, in his desk. Following his assassination, the letters were read into the trial record. See Mary Hudspeth (PW, Poore I:25, Pitman 39). The first letter is addressed “Dear Louis.” It is undated and is signed “Charles Selby.” The second letter is dated “St. Louis, October 21, 1864,” and is addressed “Dearest Husband.” It is signed “Leenea.” Both letters were introduced into evidence as exhibits 2 and 3, respectively.

(2:1128–29)
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C. A. Dana, Esq.

Sir,

Mrs. Hudspeth, who found the two letters sent to you in November, will hand you this. She desires to return as speedily as possible to her children.

I have furnished her with transportation to Washington and back, and have given her $15 for her expenses. I have told her that she should receive a reasonable compensation for her time.

I am very respectfully yours,

John A. Dix

(2:1189–91)
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John Dix

Letterhead: Headquarters Department of the East, New York City, May 9, 1865

Hon. C. A. Dana

Assist Sec of War

Sir,

In answer to your telegraphic dispatch of yesterday, I have the honor to state that the manifesto of Jefferson Davis in regard to the raid on Lake Erie in Sept. last from part of the proceedings in the case of John Y. Beall, now in the Bureau of Military Justice.

No authenticated copy of any Confederate authority for the St. Albans1 raid has ever been received by me, but I believe that upon the trial in Montreal a letter was produced from C. C. Clay, ordering that attack.2

I am, very respectfully yours,

John A. Dix

Maj. Gen.



1 Lieutenant Bennett H. Young (CSA) led a raid of twenty Confederate soldiers on the village of St. Albans, Vermont, on October 19, 1864.

2 Clement C. Clay, former U.S. senator from Alabama, served as a commissioner in Canada to oversee the Confederate secret service operations from that country.

(3:841–50)
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John A. Dix

Letterhead: Office of the Superintendent of the Metropolitan Police, 300

Mulberry St., New York, June 2rd, 1865

Maj. Gen. John A. Dix

Department of the East

New York,

Sir,

Major Jolnie yesterday handed me the enclosed note, signed James Daly, dated May 29th and addressed to you; suggesting that probably the man now on trial at Washington under the name of Lewis Payne, is a certain Wm. A. Johnson of New Bern NC.

Having on 31st ult., received through the favor of Mr. McPhail, Pro. Marshal Gen. Of Maryland, a card vignette of the man Lewis Payne which was pronounced by those who had seen him since his arrest, as a faithful likeness; I sent for Mr. Daly and showed it to him. He did not think the photograph as much like Johnson as the woodcut in Harper’s is like him, but that it is like him about the eyes.

I then saw the colored girl, Harlan Jones; on showing her the vignette she at once said that is like Wm. Johnson of New Bern; to inquiries she informed me she knew his mother & sister; they lived near her mistress in New Bern, NC; that Wm. was away from home when the war broke out, but came home soon after; that he joined the Jeff Davis Rifles, that a son of her Miss joined the same company & that they then left for the war; that letters were received from her young master from Manassas until after the Bull Run fight, a good while; that she left New Bern for the north five days after it was captured by Gen. Burnside. At that time Johnson was supposed to be still in the Rebel army.

I called on Mr. Wm. Degroot, of the firm of Degroot & Peck, No. 130 Front St. and learned from him that Johnson became very anxious to go south so soon as the war broke out; that he professed to desire to satisfy his friends that the people of the north were not their enemies; but Mr. D. said he did not believe him at the time; that he left in the spring of 1861, and that he has not heard directly from him since. That he has heard reports of his being made prisoner, and of his death, but knows nothing certain. On showing him the vignette, he said it was much older than Johnson, but that the eyes and nose were very like him; he examined it with a magnifying glass and then said he would not like to swear it was him. He then called his partner, Mr. Arza C. Peck and asked him if that was like the boy Wm. A. Johnson, who used to be in their store. Mr. Peck immediately replied, it is very like him about the eyes but it is much older than he. To my question they informed me that he was 17 or 18 years old when he went away, was built very straight, especially in the front of his person, that his shoulders set back, and not forward, as with almost everybody else.

Mr. Peck referred me to Mr. W. K. Hinman, of 169 South St., on whom I called. He knew Johnson well, had given him 10 or 12 dollars to help to defray the expense of getting him home; thought a person ^who^ was as secesh as he had no business to ^be^ here, etc.; that he had learned from the south that Johnson had been taken prisoner and afterward that he was killed in battle; has no certain information on the subject; it came to him, as any everything else did from the south, in a very unreliable way. The carte de visite was then shown him. When he at once pronounce the eyes & nose like Johnson’s; he looked older than he would expect Johnson to look in four years, but it might be him, as no doubt he had gone through a rough training in that time.

The above are the points of information I have been able to collect. If it is deemed of sufficient importance to have Payne identified, I would suggest that one or more of these persons be sent to Washington to see him in person.

Very Respectfully Submitted

John A. Kennedy

Superintendent.

“D” 625 (JAO) 1865

receipt [a sample of Wm. A. Johnson’s handwriting]
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Recd Paymt Wm. Degroot

Per Wm. A. Johnson

“D” 625 (JAO) 1865

New York, May 29th 65

Major General John A. Dix

Sir,

Having seen the likeness of Payne in Harpers weekly & thinking that I recognize in him a person by the name of William A. Johnson who was in the employ of Mr. Degroot 130 Front Street in 1861. The said Johnson is native of New Bern North Carolina; a strong secessionist & was very vindictive toward Secretary Seward. He left here in May 1861 to go home & help the south. He was then about 16 or 17 years old & very large for his age & allowing for his growing since that time, Payne answers the description very much & there is a contraband woman named Harlan Jones living in my brother’s house who was liberated by General Burnside in New Bern that knew him from youth up & his family also & upon showing her the likeness she says that is him. She says after he went home he enlisted in the Jeff Davis Cavalry. I have got some of his Signatures to Bills which he collected & I will enclose one of them thinking that they might be of some use to the government.

Yours Respectfully

James Daly

Sailmaker

No. 7 South St.

Corner of Moore

Harlan Jones

255 Pearl St. Brooklyn

(7:184–87)

F-43

Letters to Seward from Dix and enclosure, April 19, 1865

Recd 21 April

NY 19 April 1865

Hon. Wm. H. Seward

Dear Sir,

I arrived last night from Charleston S.C. and avail myself of the earliest moment to express to you how sincerely I participate in the general feeling of thankfulness for your escape from the diabolical attempt on your life & the universal sorrow at the assassination of the noble hearted President. No words can express the horror felt by all classes here at the most atrocious crime which has displaced the annals of the country.

I enclose a letter I found on my table this morning. I believe the authors of the St. Albans tragedy capable of any enormity and in this connection I send the letter.

Trusting the good news of you & your son may be confirmed and that you may be speedily restored ushered to health & to your official duties, I am very Truly yours,

John A. Dix


	EDWARD P. DOHERTY1	(2:835, PW, Poore II:92, Pitman 95)


“D” 241 (JAO) 1865

Doherty, E. P.

Washington DC

May 6, 1865

Col. Burnett, USA

Judge Advocate

Col.,

The following named men enlisted men of the 16th NY Cav., guarded Herold on his way to this city, Viz.: Cpl. John Winters Co. L, Private Joseph Zisgen Co. M, Private Oliver Lonkey Co. C.

Very Respectfully,

Your obedient servant

E. P. Doherty,

Capt. 16th NY Cav.



1 Lieutenant Doherty commanded the contingent of troopers from the 16th New York Cavalry that captured Booth and Herold at the Garrett farm.

(2:1010–11, PW, Poore II:92, Pitman 95)
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Edward P. Doherty

Camp 16th NY Cav

Lincoln Barracks

Washington DC

May 12th 1865

Brig. Gen. Holt.

Judge Advocate General USA

General,

I have the honor to inform you that a man named Joseph Cowen, who is employed at Kirkwood House told me today that he saw Herold the night of the murder leading a horse in the city. He says he has known Herold for some time. As this man may throw additional light on the investigation now going on, I have deemed it proper to bring him to your notice.

Very Respectfully

Your obedient Servant

Edward P. Doherty

Capt. 16th NY Cavalry

(3:92–95, PW, Poore II:92, Pitman 95)

“D” 391 (JAO) 1865

Doherty, Edward P.

Camp 16th NY V. Cavalry

Lincoln Barracks, DC

May 19, 1865

Col. N. B. Sweitzer

Comdg 17th NY V. Cavalry

Colonel,

The assistant Judge Advocate told me that my testimony would not be taken at the Military Commission now in session at the “Arsenal” Washington, DC1

I consider this strange, from the fact that I commanded the detachment that captured Booth and Herold and was the only commissioned officer present at the capture. I took Herold out of the barn myself, conversed with him and had immediate charge of him until I delivered him on the gunboat to Col. Baker.

In justice to my command and myself, I call your attention to the above facts.

I am, Colonel,

Very respectfully

Your Obt. Servant

Edward P. Doherty

Capt. 16th NY V. Cavalry



1 Doherty was called as a prosecution witness on May 22, three days after his letter.


	WM. B. DONALDSON	(2:822)


“O” 239 (JAO) 1865

Envelope: Addressed: Hon Wm. B. Donaldson 281 Penn Ave, Washington Forward No 804 Chestnut St. In care of C. J. Eaton, Philadelphia, Pa.

Postmark: Washington Apr 18

(2:822–24)

“O” 239 (JAO) 1865

Envelope: Addressed: Hon Wm. B. Donaldson 281 Penn Ave, Washington Forward No 804 Chestnut St. In care of C. J. Eaton, Philadelphia, Pa.

Postmark: Washington Apr 18

“O” 239 (JAO) 1865

Marny Kissed the letter of her Papa and sent him a kiss

PS I hope you will send me the authors of these stories in answer to this. I cannot commit to paper what I want say to you W.

Envelope: Address William B. Donaldson No. 223 South Ninth St. Philadelphia Pa. Postmark Washington April 29


	WM. M. DONNELL	(2:856–58)


“D” 249 (JAO) 1865

Donnel, Wm. M.

Endorsements: Provost Marshals Office 1st Dist. Iowa Burlington April 21/ 65. Respectfully referred to Capt. J. A. Norris 16th Dist, Barnesville, Ohio, with request that he learn the facts of the within charge from Mr. Packer & report to this office. R. B. Rutledge, Capt. Provost mar, 1st Dist. Iowa.

Office Pro. Mr. 16th Dist Barnesville O. May 2nd 65. Respectfully returned to Captain R. B. Rutledge Pro. Mar. 1st Dist O. with reference to accompanying affidavit of Abijah Packer. Mr. Packer is a reliable man and his statements are doubtlessly correct. Jno A. Morris, Capt. & Pro. Mar. 16th Dist. O.

Newark Iowa

April 20th ’65

Dear Sir,

I have just been informed that a gentleman formerly and perhaps now, residing in Burlington, named Harvey Ray, soon after the Presidential election last fall, expressed himself nearly in this language.

“If Lincoln is elected, which I suppose he is, if we can’t get rid of him any other way, we will hire men to go there and kill him.”

The man to whom he uttered this language is Mr. Abijah Packer, and his address is Flushing Township, Belmont Co. Ohio.

Thinking this information might lead to some disclosures of the late murderous plot and lead to apprehension of some of its aiders and abettors, I submit it. The man who informed me is a Mr. Bethel, Monroe, Gopher County, Iowa.

Yours truly, Wm. M. Donnel


	J. CUMMINGS DORSY	(3:430–31)
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J. Cummings Dorsy

July 13th 1864

Dear Brother,

As it is impossible for me to visit home, I will endeavor to write. All of the boys crossed the river safe & recrossed on the eleventh; went in three miles of Washington & I am sorry to say that we are falling back today. It is the general opinion that it was a mere faint to draw Grant from Richmond.1 I am very much pleased with my horse, he swims remarkable well. As we are near the rear of the army, & subject to be picked up any moment I will close with my love to all the family. Also give my love to Miss Vera tell Laura I will write to her when I cross the river.

Yours Resp.

J. Cummings Dorsy



1 Confederate general Jubal A. Early, commanding the Second Corps, attempted to enter Washington during July 11–12, 1864. On finding the defenses strongly fortified, he retreated to the Shenandoah Valley.


	STEPHEN W. DOWNEY	(3:124–25)


“D” 401 (JAO) 1865

Downey, Stephen W.

Letterhead: Office, Columbian College Law Building, (Late Old Trinity Church) Fifth Street West, opposite the City Hall, Washington, DC May 18, 1865, Stephen W. Downey, Attorney at Law and General agent for the collection of all war claims Maj. L. C. Turner

Judge Advocate

Sir,

On yesterday I recd a letter from John Harrison confined in Old Carroll Prison asking that I visit him for the purpose of consulting with him as counsel. I forwarded the letter to Gen. Hardee on yesterday making the request and I understand it has been referred to you. Will you please send me a pass to visit the prisoner as counsel?

I am, Sir, Your obt. Servant S. M. Downey


	JAMES S. DOWNING	(3:253–54)


“D” 443 (JAO) 1865

Downing, Jas. S.

Allegan, May 29th 65

To Honorable Edwin M. Stanton

Sir, As we have lost our esteemed President, Abraham Lincoln, I deem it my duty to inform you of a circumstance that occurred in Indiana State, as I was about raising a home guard Company in the Town of Warren, Ind., I went to a place called Needmore to get our bass drum and while there I had some conversation with a grocery keeper by the name of Fenstermacha, respecting the government. Fenstermacha stated that Democracy have the power soon and would take the property of Union men and give it to the south to indemnify them for the loss they had sustained by the war. He likewise said Mr. Lincoln would not have his seat long as he would be put out of the way. There was men that would put him out of the way and swore that he would shoot him if he had a chance to do it, but these coarse men that would do it and that he ought to have a ball through his heart. It was said there was a Lodge of the Knights of the Golden Circle in that place. It was pretty evident he belonged to it. He appeared from conversation to be acquainted or have traveled to a den of men of the same stripe in different states. He hailed from New Jersey but shortly before.

There are men in this land that as said he ought to been shot two years ago, and that since he has been assassinated.

I am willing to testify to this if it is necessary.

I am yours very respectfully

Jas. S. Downing

Address: Allegan, Mich.


	J. S. DRAKE	(2:743–46)


“D” 212 (JAO) 1865

J. S. Drake

Richmond Ind. April 29, 1865

Col. H. L. Burnett

Sir

I received a telegram from John A. Foster requesting me to take my son before a magistrate to have an affidavit made in relation to a conversation which he heard between J. W. Booth and Mr. Lamb, scene painter at Ford’s Theater.

On questioning my boys closely in relation to what they heard at the theater, I find that I misapprehended them so far as their having heard either Booth or Lamb make any remark to each other or when together on the subject of killing the President. One of my boys asserts that he heard Booth say (but not in the presence of Lamb) that he would kill Mr. Lincoln the first good chance he had. The other asserts that he heard Mr. Lamb say that he (Mr. Lincoln) ought to be killed or words of that import, and that he heard Lamb at different times use strong denunciatory language against the President, much like that so common with Copperhead and traitors, and he says also that Lamb seemed to be very bitter in denouncing the war and the draft. He says that he heard Lamb say to Harry Ford, (I think it was) to report him to the Provost Marshal as a resident of Baltimore, and thinks that Lamb escaped being enrolled by reporting at Baltimore that he resided in Washington.1 Both my boys say that they saw Lamb and Booth in conversation together, but that they did not hear either make any remark together in relation to the President. I first inferred from what they said to me about the matter that they had heard Booth make the remark referred to in presence of Lamb. After getting a minute statement from the boys of all they could recollect and consulting an experienced attorney about it we concluded that nothing in their statements would be of any avail in a criminal prosecution against Lamb. As for Booth, we suppose him to be within the jurisdiction of a court where human testimony is not required.

If, however, you think that it would be desirable to have an affidavit from one or both of my boys as to the facts, I have here substantially related, I will cheerfully attend to it and forward without delay.

Yours Respectfully

J. S. Drake



1 The “enrollment” refers to registration for the draft.


	S. DRAPER	See John Wilkes Booth (2:367)


	J. T. DREW	(3:769–73)


“D” 600 (JAO) 1865

Sloan Gen. Hospital

Montpelier, Vt.

May 6th 1865

General,

I have the honor to call your attention to a matter which may throw some light on the subject before you.

While a prisoner of war in Richmond, Va. during the spring of 1862 and at Salisbury NC during that summer, I became acquainted with a Baltimore Rebel, then chief of the Secret Police. “the Special Govt. Police of the Confederate Government”.2 I forget his name. He was engaged in the Baltimore Rebels riot when the Mass troops were attacked while pouring thru en route to Washington. He told me of some plans which the Rebel Government had in view, in case our government began the “illegitimate warfare” as he termed it, of using the slaves for soldiers and inciting them to insurrection. It was to the effect that they would “destroy our leaders with the dagger, our people with fire and disease and poison,” and “make traveling a journey to the grave for sure”. He stated that though the special confidant of Jeff Davis and though largely paid yet he regretted the step he had taken and could not work himself up to the “awful plans” of the Rebel leaders. I took much of his talk for bunkum or a design to draw me out but since, I feel confident that he would make an invaluable witness if he could be made to see that telling the truth would alone save his own neck. I have no doubt he was the man whom Davis used in conspiring with these assassins as he was the one who, by direction of Davis, caused the Baltimore riots. In hopes of making such a rising as should carry Maryland out of the Union and capture Washington. Gen. O. B. Wilcox was a prisoner with me at the time and will tell you that I am not likely to trouble you with an immaterial witness and that I had a very good way of getting at Rebel plans.

I have written thus at length because I feel it my duty to mention this man as, in my mind, he is an important witness to secure. Cold blooded, ungrateful and cunning, he will readily betray Davis to save himself. He is, I understand, a prisoner now in Richmond, having given himself up. You can judge whether it is worthwhile to secure him as a witness. I am Gen.

Very respectfully

Your obt. Servt.

J. T. Drew

Capt. VRC



2 George P. Kane was head of the Baltimore police at the time Massachusetts troops were attacked while passing through that city. Kane later became a Confederate agent working out of Canada.


	G. B. DRUMMOND	(2:697)
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United States Consular General

British North American Provinces

Montreal, April 20th 1865

AA Porter Esq.

U.S. Consul

Sir,

I am directed by the Consul General to inform you that information of the most reliable character has been communicated to this Consulate General that Surratt, one of the accomplices of Booth the assassin, is in Canada; that D. C. Herold & G. A. Atzerodt, two other accomplices are also suspected to be here, and Booth himself is on his way hither.1

Surratt registered his name in hotel books as John Harrison.

You are requested to be very vigilant and to use your utmost endeavors to ascertain the whereabouts of these felons and obtain their arrest.

Send no telegrams as the Rebels have so tapped the wires that they can and do learn the import of all messages passing over them.

Very Respectfully,

Your Obt. Svt.

(signed) G. B. Drummond

Private Secretary

True copy

G. A. Scruggs



1 On April 20 John Surratt was staying at the house of Confederate agent John Porterfield in Montreal.


	FLOX CURRAN DRUMS	(2:134)


Oxford Hall

Washington

April 24th, 1865

Richard Wallach esq.

D. Sir,

We are sorry to trouble you but we are put into rather a peculiar predicament, which you can release us from without much trouble if it is not asking too great a favor. We are about to produce the drama of Fanchon1 this evening & to give the piece proper effect it is necessary to have a calcium light. The party who owns the apparatus loaned his to Mr. Ford at Ford’s Theater for the Illumination & as the theater at present is under military, it is necessary to have a permit from the Secretary of War to remove anything from the establishment. If you will please give the bearer a note to that gentleman, the required permit can be obtained. Am sorry to trouble you & trust that it will not put you to inconvenience.

I remain,

Very Respectfully

Flox Curran Drums [???]



1 Fanchon the Cricket, a popular play of the time.


	JAMES DRYSDALE	(2:644–46)
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Jas. Drysdale

Headquarters 132nd Co. 2nd Bat. V. R. C.

USA Gen. Hospital

Frederick Md., April 19th 1865

Sir,

I have the honor to inform you that Private Abram Yates, 132nd Co. 2nd Bat. VRC was arrested this day by a person claiming to be a detective, and who said he had an order to do so from the Adjutant General of the Army. Said soldier was arrested without my knowledge. All the information I have on the subject, I have obtained from the men of my Company. I am informed that he is suspected of being an accomplice in the murder of President Lincoln. Said Yates, deserted the 23rd day of January 1865, he having been sent by me to New York City as one of an escort with men transferred and failed to return with said escort. He has been reported a deserter to the Provost Marshal General; he returned to his company and reported to me April 9th 1865 since which time he has been in arrest to await trial by General Court Marshal. Prior to enlistment he was a resident of New York City and by occupation an artist, and in some manner connected with the theater Very Respectfully

Your Obedient Servant

Jas. Drysdale

2nd Lieut., Vet. Res. Corps

Brigade. Gen. James B. Fry

Provost Marshal Gen. USA

Washington, DC


	CAPTAIN WILLIAM H. DUNBAR	(2:403–6)


“P” 104 (JAO) 1865

Head Quarters Department of Pennsylvania

Philadelphia Pa, April 23, 1865

Major John S. Schultze

Asst. Adjutant General

Dept. of Pennsylvania

Major.

I have the honor to report that I arrested Clement P. Humphrey, alias C. H. Pearson, last night at the Continental Hotel on suspicion of being implicated in the assassination at Washington, and base my suspicions on the following grounds: After the assassination at Washington, Ada McKinsey, alias Ada Pearson, stopped at the Lochiel House, at Harrisburg, and said that her husband, C. H. Pearson would be there soon. Governor Curtain had said that this Pearson was the supposed assassin of the Hon. Mr. Seward. This woman acknowledged to Mr. Henry Thomas and Mr. Bergner of Harrisburg that a few days previous her husband and J. Wilkes Booth, had been practicing together at a pistol gallery in Washington. Messrs. Thomas and Bergner, telegraphed the Hon. E. M. Stanton, Secretary of war, the facts in the case, by whom they were directed to arrest said Ada Pearson and take her to Washington where she was detained and Col. Baker Agt. for War Department, told Mr. Bergner that his detectives were after Pearson.

He answers the description of that published in the daily papers, of the man who attempted the assassination of the Hon. Mr. Seward.

He tried to borrow ten dollars from Sergeant William C. Smith, with which to pay his fare to Washington DC and told him that he would make forty thousand dollars in Washington. When asked how? Said by a simple turn of the wrist. This occurred a few days before the assassination. He told one Ramsey that if he would go with him to Washington that he would get money and pay his fare, and that he Ramsey could make a fortune in a few days there. It is also known that Pearson was with Booth in the suburbs of the City of Washington practicing with pistol at a mark.

It is on these grounds that I have subjected the said Humphrey alias Pearson to arrest, and respectfully submit the statement for your consideration.

I have the honor to be Major

Very Respectfully

Your Obt. Servt.

William H. Dunbar

Capt. 48th Regt. NY Vols.

Act Chief Ordnance Officer

Dept. of Pennsylvania


	JAMES DUNCAN	(3:37–38)
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James Duncan

Camp 45th Regt. Penn. Vet. Vols.

Near Alexandria, Va. May 20th 1865

To the Hon. Sec. of War,

As the trial of the assassins of our late President is now in progress, I am reminded of a circumstance that occurred in Lewisburg, Penn. During the last raid of the enemy on Washington. At that time Thomas Liebrick, a resident of Lewisburg acclaimed that he wished the rebel army would succeed in capturing Washington burning the city, murdering the President, and cleaning out the whole cabinet. And upon another occasion he expressed a wish to see a titled aristocracy established on this continent. I believe him to be a Knight of the Golden Circle from statements I heard him express. Deeming this of sufficient importance, I have prepared this statement for such disposition as you see fit to make.

I have the honor to be, Sir,

Your Obt. Servt

James Duncan

Co “Y” 45th Pa. Vet. Vols.


	GEORGE H. DUNN	(3:276–78)
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George H. Dunn

Baltimore, Md.

June 3rd, 1865

Hon. E. M. Stanton

Sec. of War, Washington

Sir,

I am creditably informed that Lieutenant John L. Ripple, Aide de Camp 1st Brigade, 1st Division 24th Army corps doing duty at Richmond Va. is in possession of information that would be of vast importance and in fact positive evidence against Jeff Davis & others as regards the assassination plot.

Lieut. Ripple was a prisoner of war for 8 or 10 months and heard Rebel Officers make declarations that I think would commit several rebels now in the hands of the government.

This same Lieut. Ripple informed the authorities of this city as well as the entire north, of the plot to burn northern cities etc.

I give this information from a sense of duty to my country, hoping in God that we may ere long be successful in bringing to justice those who dared to conspire against this noble government.

Hoping that you will see the great importance of at once sending for the above named officer that the court may have the benefit of his evidence.

I am sir, very respectfully,

Your obt. Servant

Geo. H. Dunn

Late Capt. USA


	CHARLES DUNNING	(2:713–14)
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Charles Dunning; swn; I am clerk at the Red Lion Hotel; I am acquainted with W. W. McGregor; He was at the house on the 4th of April; I do not know whether he registered his own name and that of J. W. Booth or not.1 I did not see him register himself. There was a man with him April 4th; and he and McGregor were always together; He wore a cap and had black frizzy hair and I think he had a mustache. McGregor was out nearly every night and one night the man that was with him was out with him. I think McGregor paid the bill for both. I think McGregor was there seven days; the other man was there one or two nights. My attention was first called to the registry of Booth and McGregor yesterday. The man who called my attention to it is now stopping at the house and is a relative of police officer Barney Dougherty. He asked me when that man had been there and I looked at it. The following printers stop at the hotel; James Hartzell, Chronicle, Wright, Commercial, and Bredin, Commercial, and one other, I don’t remember his name. McGregor was selling silver. He said he was not as dumb as people thought he was. That he was preaching in Canada and could make plenty of money. McGregor was also at the hotel when I went there March 1st. His name is registered Febr’y 27th residence Canada West. He was also at the house April 12th, and registered his name and residence Niagara Falls. The last time he was at the hotel was last week. He did not register his name. He came in the evening, left his baggage and went out and did not come back until the next morning, when he came and got his baggage and went away.

C. Dunning



1 During April 3–4 Booth was at his brother’s home in New York and left for Boston by train on April 5.


	JOSEPH M. DYE	(4:36, PW, Poore I:181, Pitman 72)


“B” Evd. B. (JAO) P2 1865

Memorandum of evidence against J. Wilkes Booth

State that on the night of the assassination they were standing in front of Ford’s theater from half past nine until about the time of the murder; that there were three persons on the pavement, one of them Booth; and from time to time one of these would come out and call out in a moderately loud tone, the hour, stating first that it was 10 minutes to 10, then 10:00, then 10 minutes past 10, at which time Booth went in the theater, and the next they heard was the murder.

(4:270–76)

22nd April 1865

Dye, Joseph M.

Joseph M. Dye, Battery C. Independent Artillery, stationed at Camp Barry near Washington, states that about half past nine o’clock last Friday evening, (April 14th) he was standing in front of Ford’s theater on the stepping stone or platform where carriage passengers alight.

I was in company with Sergeant Cooper of my regiment and several others. We went there for the purpose, if possible, of seeing the President and Gen. Grant, who were advertised to be there. We noticed suspicious behavior on the part of several men, which attracted our attention. The President’s carriage was standing in front of the door, apparently waiting for him to come out. One man came twice between half past 9 and 10 o’clock and looked at the clock, which hangs in the lobby of the theater. Each time he sung out the time looking towards two men who were apparently acting in concert with him. The man who sung out the time was a very good-looking man, and was dressed in the style of today. I did not observe the color of his clothes exactly, but they were mixed. He had a ^dark^ mustache. I presume he was about five feet six inches high, weighing about 145 lb., Complexion very fair, hair dark and appeared as if it had just been dressed. He was a healthy looking man. His hat was black with flat stiff rim and round crown; his hair was straight but had been dressed up. Did not notice his hands and feet or boots. Only paid attention to him the third time he sung out; when I remarked to Sergt. Cooper that there was curious working around there. I should not judge him to be over 25 years of age.

Had very stylish boots; was stylishly dressed. Did not carry a cane. I did not observe whether he had a watch chain on. Had no overcoat on.

The second man had a slouch hat on and a short coat with side pockets, with a slouch hat very carelessly put on his head, a very good looking man, a very heavy dark mustache. Cannot say whether he had a goatee or not. Did not notice his eyes. Did not notice his clothes excepting his coat. That was a light gray business sack coat with flaps on the pockets.

The third man did not move around. He was of bloated appearance, coarse and ruffianly looks, and very stout. He was dirty, and shabbily dressed. Had on a light hat of nearly the same style as this other fellow, only it had evidently been worn considerably.

The last time the first man called out the time it was 10 minutes past 10 he started off and did not come back. When the last time was sung out, this man with the slouched hat on went into the saloon adjoining, below the theater, came out again and then went into the passageway beside the theater, and I thought he was getting tight. He was not in there long, but came out and stepped up to this ruffianly looking man and whispered something to him. I did not observe what the rough looking one did. There were two policemen standing there, and I thought if there was anything suspicious going on they would have observed it. The second man went up toward F Street. The rough man was standing there when the first one went into the theater.

The first time the hour was called it was between twenty minutes to 10 and 10.

(Shown Booth’s picture, vignette)

The man who came out of the saloon had longer hair than this man. The mustache appeared to be heavier than that, and his hair was longer. The hat was on so carelessly that I could not see his features. The large man remained leaning up there until the other man started in. I left before the murder was committed. Went into a saloon and had some oysters.

Shortly after we went there one of these men went up and spoke to the President’s Coachman, it was the ruffianly looking man. His face appeared bloated. He had on dirty clothes, looking as though they had been worn some time. He had a mustache.

(The witness went to the Old Capitol and saw the two prisoners Spangler an Gifford, and say it was neither of these men that he saw on the night of the murder).


	SERGEANT JOSEPH M. DYE AND SERGEANT ROBERT H. COOPER	(4:36, PW, Poore I:181, Pitman 72)


During the trial of John Surratt in 1867, Dye would claim that he saw John Surratt talking to Booth outside the theater on the night of the assassination. Surratt, however, was in Canada at the time.1

Sergeant Dye and Robert H. Cooper



1 On the day of the assassination John Surratt was in Elmira, New York, obtaining information on the Union prison camp located there for Confederate general Edwin G. Lee.
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	BENJAMIN T. EARLY	(4:317–25, PW, Poore 149, Pitman 224;DW, Poore II:196, Pitman 228)


Early’s trial testimony has Michael O’Laughlen meeting with Booth in his room at the National Hotel around 9:00 on Friday morning, April 14.

“F” R.B. (JAO) P15 1865

Statement of B. J. Early

Balt. April 28, 1865

Statement of B. J. Early Balt. April 29th 1865

Henderson, Murphy,1 and O’Laughlin, came to my store about half past two o’clock p.m. on Thursday the 13th day of April, Henderson had come to see if his pantaloons were done, and I had not finished them, he then proposed to me to go with him to Washington that afternoon, and having nothing particular to do, I consented and went in the 3 ½ o’clock train with him, Murphy and O’Laughlin, we arrived in Washington about half past five o’clock same afternoon. We all walked up the avenue together as far as Ruhlman Hotel or Lichau House,2 went in and took drinks. Henderson then went next door to barbershop to get shaved, we came out from Ruhlman’s together, O’Laughlin asked me to walk up as far as the National Hotel to see a party. I went with him, leaving Murphy on the pavement in front of Ruhlman and Henderson in the barbershop. He promised to not detain me but ten minutes. He went in the National Hotel and I with him, and he inquired of the clerk for someone, I did not hear the name, he went upstairs and returned immediately, saying the party he wanted to see was not in, but that he would see him the next morning about ten o’clock, as the party he wanted to see did not get up until that time. We then went down to the Lichau House and waited about the front of the hotel, until Henderson had got through being shaved, we all four then joined together and went up the avenue as far as Welsh’s, and all of us took supper there. After supper we all returned to the Lichau House, we then took a walk up the avenue to look at the illuminations; we then went to the Canterbury, we had been joined by Dan Laughlin or O’Laughlin after Lichau, before starting to review the illumination. We stayed at the Canterbury a considerable time, came out altogether, and went down the avenue (Dan Laughlin leaving us on the avenue) and visited a Dutch ball at Riddle Lager Beer Saloon, I am under the impression it was there the ball was going on, we stayed there a short time and went out, and walked up the avenue, stopping in several places on the route, taking drinks, until about the two o’clock on the morning of the 14th of April, when we all turned in at the National Hotel Metropolitan Hotel, that is to say M. O’Laughlin, Henderson, Murphy and myself. Henderson, Murphy and myself, were put into a room together, and Mike O’Laughlin in a room by himself. We all got up about 7 o’clock the same morning, went downstairs, took drinks and got shaved, went from there to Welsh on the avenue and got breakfast, after breakfast went out and walked down the avenue, as far as the National Hotel. O’Laughlin went upstairs in the hotel, to see his friend who he had been looking for the evening before.1 I, Henderson and Murphy went to the water closets of the hotel. When I came out of the closet, Henderson was setting upon a lounge or settee, and told me he was waiting for M. O’Laughlin, who had gone upstairs to see Booth. We waited a half-hour. I remarked to Henderson, I was under the impression that O’Laughlin had come downstairs and went out of the hotel. He said we might wait a few minutes longer for him. We did so. Henderson then gave an order to the card writer of the hotel, and gave him his name to write some cards for him, and said he would call for them in about ten minutes, we went out and met Murphy on the avenue, and all returned to the National Hotel, with Henderson to get his cards. The card writer wrote a sample card for me, and put P. I. Instead of B. J. Early. He also wrote one for Murphy. Henderson then proposed sending our cards up to M. O’Laughlin, as a hint we were tired of waiting for him. I went to the bookkeeper and asked what was the number of Booth Room. He told me to 228. Henderson gave me his card, and I put the sample card given me with the card of Henderson, and sent them up to room 228, for O’Laughlin, the waiter came back, and reported that there was no one in the Room. We then went out of the hotel and down the avenue as far as Lichau House. M. O’Laughlin afterward joined us there. I don’t recollect whether I asked him or not, if he saw his friend Booth or not, while at Lichau M. O’Laughlin went out on the pavement to speak to his brother, who was passing by, and held a conversation with him some five or ten minutes. We all four then took a stroll around the city, until dinner time, and brought up at Welsh’s, and dined there, after dinner we took another stroll until about 4:00 of the afternoon, we separated, Henderson and Murphy going together one-way, O’Laughlin and I another way, O’Laughlin and I went to see a friend of mine named Mrs. Dugan, 496 D. Street, where, upon invitation, we partook of another dinner. Afterward went to Lichau House, and there met Henderson and Murphy. This was between 6 and 7 o’clock. We stayed there some time, and were joined there by George Grillet and some others. The company started up the avenue, Murphy, Grillet, and the others spoken of. Went into the Metropolitan Hotel to take a drink. I, Henderson and O’Laughlin went to Welsh’s and took our supper, afterwards we returned to Lichau House, and spent the balance of the evening there, drinking until sometime after ten o’clock, when the M. O’Laughlin went away with a man named Fuller. I slept at Lichau this night in Room number 4 by myself. I got up the next morning Saturday about nine o’clock, and met Henderson and Murphy in the bar Room, asked them if they had seen Mike O’Laughlin, they answered yes, and said he would be back shortly. I stayed about Lichau, with Henderson, Murphy and Mike O’Laughlin, who had joined us until the time for the eleven o’clock train for Baltimore, we started for the depot, and got our tickets; we then concluded to remain until the three o’clock train, in the afternoon we then walked around together as far as Lichau, Mike O’Laughlin then proposed to me to go with him to see a sick man named Hoffman, from Baltimore, who was at Mrs. Smithson’s, on C street, back of Adams Express office. I left Mike O’Laughlin there, apparently going to sleep. George Grillet was there and he and I went to Lichau, where we joined Murphy and Henderson. I spent the rest of the time there, until about half past 2 o’clock, when a young man named B. Berring asked me if I would take some cigars and papers around to Hoffman, at Mrs. Smithson’s. I assented, and George Grillet1 accompanied me. When I got there, I saw O’Laughlin still there, and he asked me if I was going to Baltimore on the 3 o’clock train. I said to him, yes. O’Laughlin, Grillet and myself, after bidding Mr. Hoffman good bye, went out and took a drink, and started for the depot. O’Laughlin and I got on the train, and arrived at Baltimore about half past 5 o’clock we went to a barber shop and had our hair dressed, and sought a place to get something to eat, but the restaurants were all closed. We then walked down Ball St. to the corner of High St., with the expectation of finding some place open, where we could get a drink. O’Laughlin then went with me as far as my store on Gay Street, when I let them there know I had returned to town. O’Laughlin then asked me if I would go with him to where Mr. Hoffman’s wife lived on Eden St. I went with him. Afterward went towards his mothers house on Exeter Street. We met his Bro.-in-law on our way on Exeter Street, and he told O’Laughlin that parties had been to his mother’s house looking and inquiring for him. We went to the house and saw his mother. He told me that he was not going to stay home that night; the brother in law was present, having come with us to the house after meeting us on the street. I advised Mike to stay at home that night as it would look bad for him to be absent from home should anyone come look for him. He, Bro.-in-law, O’Laughlin and myself then left the house and walked towards Fayette Street and stopped on the Corner of Exeter and Fayette St., when I again urged him to return back to the house and stay there. He said no, that it would be the death of his mother if he was arrested in the house. His Bro.-in-law then left us, and O’Laughlin then asked me to walk up as far as Calvert Street with him. On the way I several times advised him to return home, but he refused. At the corner of Calvert and Fayette Streets, he got a hack and requested me to get in with him and see him part of the way uptown, giving as a reason it was lonesome riding alone. We went uptown and O’Laughlin got out on a corner a good way uptown. I did not take notice, and can’t tell what corner, only that I observed a church upon the corner, it being dark. I returned in the hack to Monument Square and walked home. On the way from Washington in the cars, I went to sleep and had no conversation with anyone to my knowledge. On Saturday morning the 15th inst., in conversation with O’Laughlin, about the murder, he said he did not believe Booth had done it. I heard him make the remark that he was surprised on hearing of the Presidents murder, and would not be more surprised should he hear of his own mother’s death. His Bro. in law said in my presence, when on Exeter St. he supposed they were looking after him on account of the connection he had with Booth in the Coal oil business and was supposed to be his (Booth) agent.

B. J. Early



1 Union Navy ensign James B. Henderson and civilian Edward Murphy.

2 The Lichau House was a restaurant located at 34 Louisiana Avenue between 4¼ and 6th streets.

1 On the afternoon of April 13 and again on the morning of April 14, O’Laughlen separated from the group and went to Booth’s room at the National Hotel.

1 A Baltimore merchant in the New York Excelsior Cracker business. Grillet was a friend of Michael O’Laughlen.
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Washington, June 16, 1865

Received of Col. H. L. Burnett, Washington DC June 16, 1865, two checks numbered 4 and 5, drawn by Major General W. S. Hancock in favor of Col. H. L. Burnett each for $150 total $300 payment in full for expenses and services of self and R. A. Campbell in attending Military Commission convened for the trial of the assassins.

D. J. Eastwood


	HOSEA EATON	(3:450–51)
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Office Provost Marshal

2nd District, NH

Concord, May 4th 1865

Captain,

I have the honor to report in answer to your order dated April 24th, 1865, requesting an investigation as to the certain statements made in the City of Manchester, County of Hillsborough & State of New Hampshire that President Lincoln had been assassinated the morning before the occurrence took place. It appears from the investigation made that such a story was current not only in Manchester but in the adjoining towns as coming from Manchester hours before the black deed was done. We have not been able to trace the reports back to the source from whence they had their origin further than to one John Morrison as is shown by the affidavits accompanying this report, who has since that time left the city of Manchester and gone to Wilmington North Carolina, but understand is now stopping at Moorhead City in said North Carolina.

I am Captain,

Very respectfully,

Your obt. Svt.

Hosea Eaton

Capt. & Provost Marshal

2nd Dist

NH



	WILLIAM H. EATON	(3:913–15)


“E” 646 (JAO) 1865

Wm. H. Eaton

April 25, 1865 Wm. H. Eaton (Homestead Restaurant between 12th & 13th St. Pa. Ave.) states:

I was standing on the stoop fronting 12th St. at the Kirkwood House, and Graham passed me. There were two other gentlemen with me. When Graham passed me he said, “Shall we kill another Abraham Lincoln, or shall we let him quietly lay down and die.” I then had him arrested. He did not appear drunk.

Thos. Ellis, 478 14th St. opposite Willard’s States: I was standing with Mr. Eaton at the time referred to above, and heard the expression stated by Mr. Eaton. He did not appear drunk.


	MAJOR THOMAS E. ECKERT1	(2:944–46)
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Eckert, Maj. Thos. T.

Endorsement: Col. H. S. Burnett I have the honor to report the reading of within notice to Dr. Mudd & D. E. Herold at 10 PM yesterday. Dr. Mudd requests that Henry A. Clark2 may be notified to appear as counsel for him, his residence is on C Street (Island). David E. Herold requests that Carlisle3 may be notified to appear as counsel for him, if he declines to serve then notify Fred Stone, near Port Tobacco. Thos. T. Eckert Letterhead: War Department, Washington City, May 9th 1865

Major Eckert,

Sir, I notified James Morgan of this city that Doctor Mudd desired to secure his services as counsel. He returns the same with the following endorsement: viz. “About 3 or 4 months since I was casually introduced to Dr. Mudd, but never having any intimacy, I decline the interview with him”.

I also notified Joseph H. Bradley that David E. Herold desired to secure his services for his Defense. He returns answer that his professional engagements are such and will be for the next two months that it will be physically impossible for him to be counsel for Herold.

Very respectfully,

H. L. Burnett



1 Eckert was assistant secretary of war under Stanton and head of the War Department telegraph office.

2 Henry A. Clark was a cousin of Samuel Mudd and was not an attorney. Clark operated a wood and coal business on 13½ Street in Washington.

3 Thomas Carlisle declined to represent Herold. Frederick Stone, of Charles County, Maryland, agreed to represent Herold.

(3:1234–35)
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Eckert, T. T. Major

Letterhead: Office Us Military Telegraph, War Department, Washington DC April 26th 1865

Received of Col. Jno. A. Foster, Judge Advocate, the hat & pistol left in the house of Sec. Seward by Payne on the night of the assassination.

Thos. E. Eckert

Maj. & Asst. ADC

(3:1236–37)
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Eckert, T. E. Major

Received from Col. H. S. Olcott the package of clothes taken from the person of Lewis Payne on board the gunboat, also the overcoat found near Fort Bunker Hill, with contents of pockets.

Thos. T. Eckert Maj.

Apr 26th, 1865

(7:99–100)

F-23

Telegram to Eckert from Beckwith, Apr. 25, 1865

Rec’d 1 PM

Port Tobacco Md.

April 25th, 1865

Maj. Thos T. Eckert

Supt. US Mil. Tel.

Information has this moment reached here which warrants the belief that Booth and Herold will be taken today. They are reported to have been seen this morning by a citizen who informed Maj. O’Beirne’s men. They with other troops have swamp, which is nearly impenetrable, surrounded and are pressing forward. Maj. O’Beirne is just starting out.

S. H. Beckwith1

Cipher operator

USM Tel.



1 General Ulysses S. Grant’s telegrapher and cipher operator.
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C. L. Edmonds

Washington, DC

May 17th 1865

Judge Advocate General Holt

U.S. Army

Washington DC

Gen.

I have the honor to submit the following statement, of a conversation which took place in the carpenter shop of J. W. Fitzhugh, on G St. between 7th and 8th St. Washington a short time previous to the assassination of President Lincoln, in which conversation “G. W. Burrough” a workman there used the following language, speaking to E. O’Connor, also a workman in the same establishment.

“that if he had it in his power, he would throw a shell into the Capitol and kill every member in it, it was nothing but a Negro meeting house” and at another time, a few days before the assassination, he said, “I wish they would hang President Lincoln”.

And at various other times he has used language prejudicial to the government of the United States.

This conversation was reported to me by a fellow workman of his, and I thought it my duty to make these facts known to you, as it might implicate said Burroughs as being connected with, or knowing something of the conspiracy to assassinate our late President and his cabinet. I am Sir, Very Respectfully

Your obt. Servt.

C. L. Edmonds

Late 1st Lt. 67th Pa. Vols.

499 11th St.

Washington, DC

PS This man “Burrough” and O’Connor can be found at this time at the shop of J. W. Fitzhugh on G Street between 7th and 8th St.


	H. G. EDSON	(3:409–11)
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Edson, H. G.

St. Albans Vermont, May 30th 1865

Hon. Edwin M. Stanton

Washington, DC

Dr. Sir,

As Atty. for the St. Albans banks and U.S. I attended the examination of the raiders1 at St. John’s and Montreal and frequently saw Geo. N. Sanders and while at St. Johns heard him make the following statements: “We have a million of dollars in the Montreal banks to spend in the defense of these Confederate soldiers, and were retained twenty or thirty of the most eminent Atty.’s in Canada, C. C. Clay will be here to aid. I have hired a house here and shall furnish it myself to entertain our Atty.’s and friends. The affair at St. Albans is not the last and will be followed up by the burning of many other towns on the frontier and depleting of many other banks and many Yankee sons of b__s would be killed; was ignorant of the raid but was satisfied with it and had his plans perfectly organized and were ready to burn Buffalo, Detroit, New York and other places but deferred them for a short time but would soon see his plans fully executed and any preparation the Government can make would not prevent, though might delay.”

I have thought proper to communicate the above facts to you. I also send enclosed copy of the evidence of George B. Payne, given in behalf of his brother, Hezekiah, at the Court of Examination, who was charged with being in the raid at this place.

At the time of Young’s arrest he hired a man to take a telegram to the office in St. Johns, directed to C. C. Clay, Clifton House, saying, “We are captured, do what you can for us.” The original is now in the office at St. Johns no doubt.

I am with respect,

Truly yours,

H. G. Edson



1 On October 19, 1864, twenty-five Confederate partisans under Lieutenant Bennett Young raided the town of St. Albans, robbing several banks of two hundred thousand dollars, burning several buildings, and killing a civilian. They were arrested in Canada but were not extradited to the United States. They were eventually freed, and the money was returned to them.


	GEORGE F. EDWARDS	(3:1152–53)
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Edwards, Geo. F.

“E” 705 (JAO) 1865

small card about 2 inches by 4 inches (approx.)

Side 1:

Col. Burnett: one of the order books at Libby Prison found there when it fell into our hands is in the Rutland Vermont. It may contain information desirable to the Government. It was sent to Rutland, I think by some soldier as a trophy.1

Geo. F. Edwards

Side 2:

Provost Marshal at Rutland Vt.



1 The order book was found by General Edward Hastings Ripley, commander of the 1st Brigade, 3rd Division, 24th Army Corps. Ripley’s brigade was the first Union unit to enter Richmond after its evacuation. Ripley found the order book and sent it home to his father in Rutland, Vermont, along with several other relics.


	MRS. ADA D. EGERTON	(2:676)
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My Dear Friend

Will you please look over my old letters that I have forwarded you from D. C. Thorin and see if you have one from that gives his Co. and Division. I cannot find it on any of his late letters and I need it so badly. Yours in great haste with regards to your sister. Yours, Ada Egerton Balt. Feb 11th

(2:679–80)

“W” 201 (JAO) 1865

Envelope: Postmark: New York, Feb 10 Address: Mrs. A. D. Egerton, No 194 Puston St., Baltimore Maryland

My Dear Friend,

I have just this moment heard of my Savannah boys, Clarence Anderson only 19 is at Point Lookout in the hospital very sick.2 He is a son of one of the most exemplary christians of your denomination I ever knew. Mr. John Anderson of Savannah. Now do my own darling friend look after this child for my sake. His parents & his aunt, Mrs. Judge Nicall write urging me to attend to him & his brother Major George Anderson 2 Point Lookout, Maryland, was a prison camp for the thousands of Confederate prisoners captured at the Battle of Gettysburg.

(2:684–86)
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Envelope: Address Miss Sabina E. Wells, No 94, West 11th Street, New York City

My Dear Margie

Will it be possible for you to have these four letters mailed this evening at the Eutaw House. It is of the greatest importance that they go by this night’s mail. I am sorry to ask anyone to go out, but it [unintelligible] have them mailed by some careful person, and in time if you can. Yours A. E.

(2:687–89)

“W” 201 (JAO) 1865

Envelope: Address Mr. F. Hopkins, No 744 Broadway, New York City

Baltimore Feb. 11th

Mr. Hopkins,

Dear Sir,

Your letter reached me just in time to give me instructions previous to the sailing of our boat for Point Lookout. I have started to that point all that you forwarded with large additions from this city. I feel that every nerve should now be strained for that next meeting place. The prisoners are being fast removed from there and if you have read that letter published recently in the NY Times, much of which is too true you can readily see that they are not properly clothed for such a trip. I trust if you have anything further for that person you will forward to me at once. I have heard that you might hold the same in order to have them accompany Gen. Beals shipments to save expense. Am sure you will consider this no economy if it leads to greater suffering attendant upon acting.

Yours Most Respectfully

Mrs. A. D. Egerton


	JUDE ELLIOTT	(2:241–42)
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Mine tear Aunt

It is with a sigh that I take my plume within a grasp grown nerveless by a sorrow which though I myself say it is a never-ending joy to my existence.

The balmy breeze of Springtime bear upon their fleeting bosom no trace of other and lovelier days Alas! That we who grew up like stately oak should fall like its own ^acorn^ and e’en like an acorn cup be buried in the cold ground.

We must all give up some time or another—life and I among the number would now take my leave of you grieving for myself alone your forgiveness, for though I bear the scepter I cannot, nay I must not, wear the crown.

The tyrant who usurps ours must lie low. I can at length utter though only in your ears, the dream now ripened into certain irresistible action, for the martyrs of earth shall be rewarded hereafter—aye. Remain marvalous Adieu

Jude Elliott

I can make it a felo dese to the cheated millions. I write as you see under great excitement, and what wonder that I hear my heart pulsating when ere long another through my means shall cease to beat. Aye that is my answer—aye—bide your time now, be brave. When one hundred thousand deaths have been sacrificed to preserve the life of our goddess shall the vilest fellow who ever lived as the arch fiend’s elected still survive when his death would be her life—Courage—Courage still and wait. The ides of March shall come to these states before the month is here. But caution—[two words unintelligible] be Harpocrates himself until you have the signal. We are progressing bravely and all is well my heart is steeled my soul knows no master save a will that cannot die and a calmness that no future anguish no afterthought can shake is mine.


	H. H. EMMONS1	(2:628–35)
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Emmons, H. H.

Detroit, April 28, 1865

Gen. Joseph Holt

Washington DC

Dear Sir,

I am informed by letters from the Attorney General that statements received by him from me in reference to Doctor Blackburn’s operations2 never being handed to you. He requested me to correspond with you in future upon this subject. To appreciate this you will have to learn substantially the contents of those statements.

I have been for some months under the retainer of the Sec’y of State in Canada in other affairs and these and other transactions coming under my notice there. I have given them much attention. Indictments are now had against Jacob Thompson and others under which they will be detained and tried for violations of Canadian law.3

Doctor Blackburn will be arrested and indicted for conspiracy and Thompson and others subjected to other indictments for aiding his infamous scheme. All here who know the facts deem it of great public interest to convict Thompson, Slaughter, Clay and other commissioned agents, who held and used Confederate money with this plot. A judicial investigation in Canada will afford an appropriate mode of doing this. The proofs are full.

Without efficient aid from our Government they cannot be convicted, nor will the trial develop the fact we are so anxious to publish. Most of the witnesses are the former subordinates of these men and are in the United States now, having stolen off one by one to their homes south. Many will need an authoritative promise of protection in order to procure their attendance and it will require some one of intelligence and legal ability, earnestly sympathizing with success to superintend their collection and examination before trial.

There are several active, wholly capable rebels who have been in the plots from the first, and who know the whereabouts of all the witnesses; among them Hyams, whose retainer for a few months is indispensable to success.1 All will be discharged as the St. Albans raiders were a few days since, because there was no proof of action in Canada. This result I knew would come, and so wrote the Government long since. If there is interest enough to warrant it, see my letters to Sec. of State on this subject, especially that of December 7, 1864, from Toronto.

At that time the Sec. supposed I was to obtain all I needed through the War Department. That Department perhaps supposed enough had been done when perhaps, Mr. Baker to aid me. He has during several months made abortive attempts to go to Canada. His many engagements have rendered it impossible. He sent a short time since an assistant here, but the sphere of his duties were unsuited to his talents and habits, and I requested his recall. I have advanced some three or four hundred dollars in the matters in the belief that they were of such importance that Mr. Baker would deem it within his provinces. I have telegraphed and written within the last months but elicit no reply, owing I make no doubt, to his exacting engagements; successful too, we are all rejoice to hear at last.

Is there no way in which I can be authorized to employ for a month or two one or two of these men at a moderate rate? I should like to realize too my advances. I do not know whom to trouble in this matter. If I am again mistaken, may I be indebted to you for having this find its right place if any there is.

I had supposed I should now hand over these matters to others, as my private duties are pressing, but I have endeavored in vain to obtain attention to them, and have been unable to resist the temptation to attempt to punish such wretches as Blackburn and his associates. Mr. Russell2 our prosecuting Attorney for Michigan, has found it impossible to give them any notice. Besides as I still am confined to my room by sickness, I have employed and paid other professional gentlemen for going to Canada.

If our anxiety in relation to this neither is in advance of that of the Government, a word so indicating would oblige. But without immediate assistance the opportunity of securing the most important arrests will be lost. It is worse than useless to leave the matter simply to Canadian prosecution, as however well disposed, without our assistance they cannot succeed.

I have caused letters today to be written, to see if it is not possible to arrest the payment of the sum to be given by the English Government to Blackburn as testimonials for his benevolence at Bermuda.1 His real, fiendish motive in going there is explained. Canadian officials have been to see me, and warmly sympathize with this effort.

It is most likely a serious offense to infect and store these goods at Bermuda. They could probably be induced to send for and punish him there. He has undoubtedly confederates there also.

They were taken to Halifax. Parties there, ostentatious in their aid to the rebels, of wealth and standing, knew of and aided the scheme. I believe it will amply repay our Government in the end to promote their prosecution at Halifax. Unaided, however, the local authorities there can do nothing.

The master and mate of the steamer2 that brought Blackburn and his murderous freight are guilty and should be punished. They are unfit for their places. These and several other steps should all be promoted by someone wholly capable man, thoroughly posted as to the law, and familiar with all the facts. Instructions to the several counsels in the usual mode will result in the abortive attempts producing only imitation. Prosecuted with efficiency, it will stamp indelibly one more infamous feature in the black face of this iniquitous rebellion. It will show ex governors, senators and divines, contributing aid and counsel for its prosecution and politicians at Richmond giving it countenance and support. It was parcel only of the scheme, which fool deluded by the means, so fatally in part performed at Washington.

Were it possible I would offer my services for this work, but I have now spent several months with such personal sacrifices, that duty to others compels me to abandon this. I will however, if authorized set the agents in motion, which I announced in this and for which my familiarity with facts gives me special facilities and which I can do without abandoning my affairs at home.

Yours very respectfully,

H. H. Emmons



1 Emmons was the U.S. district attorney in Detroit.

2 Refers to the Dr. Luke Pryor Blackburn plot to distribute clothing taken from yellow fever victims in hopes of starting yellow fever epidemics.

3 Thompson made his escape to England and remained there until 1869, when he returned to the United States. He ended up in Memphis, Tennessee, where he lived until his death in 1885.

1 Emmons’s investigation into Dr. Luke Pryor Blackburn’s attempts to launch germ warfare resulted in Godfrey Hyams, a Confederate agent working for Blackburn, giving state’s evidence at the Lincoln conspiracy trial in furthering Holt’s efforts to place the blame for Lincoln’s murder on Jefferson Davis.

2 Alfred Russell, U.S. district attorney for the Eastern District of Michigan.

1 Blackburn did not receive remuneration for his work in Bermuda.

2 The Alpha.


	JOHN T. ESSEX	(3:905–6)
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Essex, John T.

John T. Essex, Res. of 14 High Street,3 Georgetown, a sergeant in the metropolitan police, third precinct, states ^that^ at Mr. McDonald’s ^the^ night of the murder, though reported to him a day or two afterwards, a man came there and acted queerly. He did not say anything. They found a piece of paper in his room, which had been torn in four pieces and containing 8 or 10 lines. On putting the pieces of paper together we made out the two words “My dear”; the rest being unintelligible. The paper I threw in the table drawer with waste paper not thinking it of any importance; will if possible find it again.



3 Now Wisconsin Avenue.


	“ETTA”1	(3:618–20)


“E” 555 (JAO) 1865

Etta to J. Wilkes Booth2

Envelope: Mr. J. Wilkes Booth Washington DC Postmark New York April 18

S. S. T.

New York April 13th

Dear Wilkes,

I received your letter of the 12th, (stating you would be in this city on the 16th inst.) this morning and hasten to answer it. On account of a misunderstanding between my landlady and your humble servant, I have been obliged to leave her hospitable mansion and am now (for the time being) stopping at the New York Hotel, after your arrival should you not approve of my present location, it can easily be changed to suit your convenience.

Yes Dear, I can heartily sympathize with you, for I too, have had the blues ever since the fall of Richmond and like you, feel like doing something desperate. I have not yet had a favorable opportunity to do what you wished, and I so solemnly promised and what in my own heart, I feel ought to be done. I remember what happiness is in store for us if we succeed in our present undertakings, therefore do not doubt my courage, have faith, for even as you put your faith in me, so will I in you and Wilkes hath said vengeance is mine.

My removal has consumed the means you gave me when we parted. Take this as a gentle hint to bring a good supply. “For money makes the mare go” now a days. I do as you desired and keep as secluded as a nun, which is not agreeable to me as you have found but ere this, but anything to oblige you darling. If anything should happen (as I trust there will not) to prevent your coming to the City, please let me know and I will join you (as agreed upon) at the house of our mutual friend A____s. “Don’t let anything discourage you”.

Believe me yours and yours only

Etta

PS Annie who is acting the maid to perfection, wishes to be remembered to her dear, Ahem!!! Sam

Au revoir

Etta



1 The mysterious letter, dated the day before the assassination, piqued Colonel John A. Foster’s curiosity. He telegraphed New York police superintendent John Kennedy, who initiated a search of all of the brothels in New York known to be visited by Booth. However, Kennedy failed to find anyone named Etta.

2 Police superintendent John Kennedy concluded that the letter was a hoax.
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Evans, Nathaniel W.

Washington, Navy Yard

May 27th 1865

Honorable Sir,

You will excuse me for the privilege that I am about to take in this case. I will not detain your valuable time, but wish to tell you that John Randolph Tucker, a brother of Beverly Tucker’s can be found at the University of Virginia which I think is at or near Charlottesville and if it pleases your Honor you will find that during last winter there was a man in Richmond by the name of Williams who came from Canada and brought letters from Beverly Tucker to his brother R. J. Tucker and to Jefferson Davis. Sir I gave this information knowing the same to be true as I was in Richmond from 2nd to the 9th of the present month formerly came from their cook in the ordinary at the Navy Yard.

Nathaniel W. Evans, The Ordinary at the Yard


	W. R. EVANS	(3:255–57)


“E” 444 (JAO) 1865

Evans, W. R.

Washington DC June 1 1865

Hon. Judge Holt, etc.

Dr. Sir,

This is to certify that Z. Jenkins,1 who testified for Defense some few days ago, is a noted rebel. I learn that he stated on oath he was a loyal man, a good administration man; had spent money to a considerable extent in the union cause. This is false!

He has, on the contrary, been one of the worst men in Prince George’s Co., Md. Please have Mr. Roby, PM at Robeystown, formerly Surrattsville, P. Geo. Co. Md. summoned also his son & myself & you will be astonished to learn the character of these witnesses for the defense bear.

Nothing but my devotion to the Union prompts me to pen you these few hasty lines. The testimony of such characters should be rebutted & set at naught. They are the filth & the offscouring of the state of Md. & if the rebellion had gone on they would not have dared to appear before you. They can take the oath now & say they are true men Etc. etc. but they are liars & the truth is not in them.

With haste,

yrs. with respect

W. R. Evans

PS If you need my services please send to Room 48 dead letter office, PO Dept. or drop a line to Rev. W. B. Evans, Box 835, Washington DC



1 John Zadoc “Zad” Jenkins was Mary Surratt’s older brother. He testified as a defense witness on her behalf (DW, Surratt, Poore II:485, III:386, Pitman 127, 128).
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Everett, L. T. Sergt.

Envelope: War Department Official Business, Address Capt. V. Dabney, AAG, Atlanta, Ga., Sergt. L. T. Everett 7th VRC

Endorsed: Hdqrs. 1st Brig. 4th Div., Atlanta, June 1, 1865. Capt. Dabney is not now, and as far as I can learn, has not been at this post. No one here has any knowledge of him. A. Hodge. Hdqrs. Post Augusta, June 3rd 1865, Captain Dabney is not in this command. Henry Lawrence.

Quarters Co. “O” 7th Regt. VRC

War Department Barracks

Washington DC June 11th 1865

Col. Ingraham

Pro. Mar. Gen. Def. North of Potomac

Colonel,

I have the honor to return the within order and the accompanying subpoena, with the information that, after diligent search at many different posts in the Southern States, I am unable to ascertain the whereabouts of the officer referred to. I respectfully invite your attention to the endorsements on the accompanying Subpoena.

I have the honor to be

Very Respectfully

Your obt. Servt.

L. T. Everett

Sergt. Co. 7th Regt. VRC

“E” 696 (JAO) 1865

Washington City, D. C.

May 22nd

Sir:

You will appear as a witness before a Military Commission convened by Special Orders No. 211 and No. 216, dated War Department, Adjutant General’s Office, May 6, and May 9, 1865 in the case of the United States against David E. Herold, et al., on the 25th day of May at 12 o’clock, 1865, at the Court Room, Penitentiary, near Arsenal, Washington DC and not depart without leave.1 By order: H. L. Burnett

Bvt. Col, and Judge Advocate

To:

Capt. V. Dabney AAG

Atlanta, Ga.



1 Captain V. Dabney was not called as a witness.
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Evidence

Quotation in manuscript from Hamlet, found lying before Mrs. Green, wife of Thomas Green,2 of Washington, when she was arrested at her house on the 18th of April. She had a large mail secreted to be sent south. Mrs. Green has two sons in Mosby’s band; is a thorough secessionist.

15th April 1865

Alas! Poor Yorick! I knew him Horatio,

A fellow of infinite jest, of most excellent fancy.

XX       XX

Where be your gibes now? Your gambols?

Your songs? Your flashes of merriment, that were wont to set the table in a roar? Not one now, to mock your own grinning? Quite chap-fallen?3



2 Thomas Green and his wife Nannie, owners of the Van Ness mansion, were part of the Confederate spy network in Washington.

3 Hamlet, Act 5, scene 1.


	EVIDENCE	(2:734–37)


“E” 210 (JAO) 1865

Hd Qrs. Pro Mar. Office

20th District, Pa.

Meadville April 29th 1865

H. L. Burnett

Judge Advocate

Washington, DC

Sir,

Sometime after the assassination of President Lincoln, I learned that the assassin, Booth, had a business partner named J. H. Simonds residing in Franklin in this district. At my earliest convenience I called on him for the purpose of eliciting if possible some information that might throw some light on the history of that damnable deed. When he gave me a verbal history of Booth’s business transactions in the Oil Regions and of his connection with him, which at my request he committed to paper, and forwarded to me in the form of a letter, which I now have the honor to enclose to you. Trusting that it may prove of some interest at this time, and possibly may be the key through which some of Booth’s mysterious “oil” transactions may be explained.

Simonds appears to be a very candid and intelligent young man, is a native of Boston, and appears to have the confidence and respect of his neighbors.

Very Respectfully

Your obt. Servt.

D. V. Derickson

Capt. & Pro. Mar.

20th Dist. Pa.
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Evidence

Joseph J. Knott, near Surrattsville, has been living at Lloyd’s Tavern since January 1865. Saw or heard someone at prison read Lloyd’s statement. Was at Lloyd’s on night of 14th April; heard nothing; heard Lloyd or his wife say a week or ten days prior to assassination that guns were concealed there; went to look for them; heard Surratt state publicly some two or three months since that on a Friday or Friday night he was going to Europe. Had suspicions that Mr. Lincoln would not be fairly dealt by; He had a great many enemies. Lloyd always appeared to be a miserable man; said he was.
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Evidence

Statement of Officer Sampson1

Washington DC April 19, 1865

I am a detective officer attached to the office of the United States sub Treasury in New York and on special service with Col. H. S. Olcott, Special Commissioner of the War Department, 82 Franklin Street, New York.

I was in the city of Washington on Tuesday night April 18, 1865, and under orders from Col. Olcott went with Mr. R. C. Morgan to the house No. 541 H Street2 between 6th & 7th for the purpose of assisting in the arrest of the family occupying the house and procuring papers and other evidence.

The time was about ^a quarter past^ eleven o’clock.

On entering the house I went down in the kitchen to talk with the colored servants. After being there a few minutes Capt. Wermerskirch1 came down and asked the colored woman if they had not had their garden dug. She replied that they had. I then asked her what kind of a man did it. She replied, a black man. I asked the Captain why he had asked the question and he replied that there was a man upstairs who said he had come for the job. I asked the Captain what kind of a man was upstairs. He said a white man. Then, said I, “I must go up and see him.” I went stairs and met Mr. R. C. Morgan in the passageway and in front of a tall man. The moment I saw him I was convinced that he answered the description given me by Col. Olcott of the man who attacked Mr. Seward, and I said immediately, that is the man who assassinated Mr. Seward. Mr. Morgan coincided with me at once, that he was the man.

I then stepped forward and began to question him.2 I asked him who gave him the job of coming there and fixing the garden. He said, “Mrs. Surratt”. I asked “Do you know her or any member of the family?” He said yes, he had met her in the street. I asked if he knew her before that; He said “No”. “How did you come to get the job if you did not know her?” She came up to me and asked me to come and fix the job as soon as I could. “Is not this rather an unusual hour to come for a job?” He said he did not know what time it was. I told him it was near twelve o’clock. He said he did not think of that. I said “Where have you been working?” “Different places”.

“What wages do you get?” “From a dollar to a dollar and a quarter a day”.

“Do you have steady work?” “No, I only get jobs now and again”. “Can you give the names of any person you have worked for? “No, I cannot give you any names.” “Can you take me to the places?” “No.” “Do you know the names of the streets?” “No.” “Would you know the street if you were in it?” “No, I know nothing about it.” “Where is your boarding house?” “I’ve not got any.” “Where is the balance of your clothes?” “I’ve got all my clothes on.” “Where did you sleep last night?” “At the railroad depot.” Said I, “You can do better North than you are doing here, I will give you a job. Have you got any money to pay your way north?” He inquired, “How much is it?” I answered “Eight dollars”. He said “No, I’ve not got any money. How can I get money when I work for a dollar to a dollar and quarter a day? And pay my lodging and provision out of that?” I then asked him where he came from, and he said from Fauquier County Virginia, and that he had relatives and friends there.

I asked if he had ever served in the Federal armies. “No”. If he was ever a member of the Confederate service. “No”. He said the place he lived in being held by the different parties at different times, he was enabled to avoid being conscripted.1 I asked how he helped being conscripted while the rebels held possession of the place. He said he had hid away.

I asked how long he had been in Washington. He said “six days, it might be right.” “Where did you sleep last Wednesday night?” “I don’t know.” “Thursday night?” He did not know. “Friday night?” He said he had slept at the depot. “Saturday night?” Said he, “I don’t know where I slept”. Well, said I “where did you sleep last night?” Said he, “I have been knocking about so much that I don’t know where I slept last night.” I asked him some other unimportant questions about farm work, and being satisfied that he was a guilty man, I put my hand on his shoulder and said, “You are a prisoner. Sit down there.” He was then conveyed in a carriage by Mr. Morgan officers Devoe and myself to General Auger’s headquarters, where we reported to Col. Olcott.

Officer Devoe and I received orders at headquarters to search the prisoner. We did so and found on him a pocket compass in a mahogany case, a bottle of hair grease, or pomade, a small hairbrush, a toothbrush in a mahogany wood case, and another without any case, a small pocket dictionary, a postage stamp, a box of pistol cartridges for Colt’s holster pistols, a pocketbook without any money in it, two new ten dollar United States Treasury notes, and one five dollar National bank note, which appeared to have been in circulation, some fractional currency,2 some pennies, a large quantity of loose broken plug chewing tobacco, a new small-sized pocket knife, several scraps of paper, an extract from Mr. Lincoln’s inaugural address cut from a newspaper and a newspaper article about Vice President Johnson. The stamp and the newspapers articles were in the pocket book.

In conversation with him after the search I asked him whether he had heard the news? He asked “What news?” I said, “the news of the assassination of Mr. Lincoln and the attempted assassination of Mr. Seward’s”. He said he had not heard of it. Said I, “Why, it is all over the town here and in New York.” Said he, “I believe I heard something about it the next day.” I asked, “Didn’t you hear of it the night it occurred and all the excitement that occurred in the city?” He said, “No, but I heard of it afterwards.” I asked “Where did you get all this money?” Said he, “I worked for it.” “Gardening?” “Yes.” “For people in this city?” “Yes.” “Where do they live?” “I don’t know, I will go with you and find them tomorrow.” “I can’t find them.” He said, “I got ten dollars of that from the Railroad company.” “Where did you get the rest?” “Fifteen dollars for working for a man in this city.” “Who is the man?” “I don’t know his name.” “Where does he live?” “I don’t know where he lives, nor the name of the street.” “Oh,” said he, “I got fifteen dollars from the Railroad.” “Where did you get the other five?” Said he, “I am mistaken. I got the two tens from the Railroad Company, the man paid them.” “Can you point out the man?” “No.” “What place did you get it from?” “The man came to me and paid me.” “That accounts for twenty dollars, where did you get the other five?” “I found it.” I asked him where his hat was and he said he had lost it last night. I asked him if that was his pickax and what he did with it. He said “Make my living by it.” “Where do you keep it?” “Wherever I work.” “Have you been working to this hour of the night?” “No.” “What have you been doing?” “Walking about the Streets.” “Carrying that about with you?” “No,” “Where was it?” He said “I had it.”

While searching I made him take off his boots. They came off with great difficulty and his stocking were wringing wet; his boots had the appearance as if he had been walking through water. Sometime after of his person had been made, the prisoner was taken into a lobby adjoining the front office for some minutes, until Secretary Seward’s servant boy was brought into the room for the purpose of seeing whether he could identify the prisoner. The boy stood behind the tall railing of a desk and looked at the prisoner as Col. Olcott brought the man in. I watched the boy’s countenance closely. He immediately threw up both his hands and said “that’s the man, he did it. I don’t want to see any more of him. I know his mouth.”

After a few moments conversation, I took the boy over to him and told him to take particular and be sure whether that was the man. He looked closely at him and said, “That is the man, there is no use in my looking any longer. Those are the pantaloons he had on.”

I never saw a more perfect identification in my life.



1 Thomas Sampson.

2 No. 541 H Street (currently 604 H Street) was the address of the boardinghouse of Mary Surratt.

1 Captain William M. Wermerskirch, a detective with the 22nd Army Corps.

2 The man Sampson questioned was Lewis Thornton Powell (who used the aliases Paine and Payne). Powell, although surprised to find the military at Mary Surratt’s house, gave a remarkably credible story for his presence at the house.

1 Powell lied about his war service. He enlisted on April 22, 1861, in the Jasper Blues (Hamilton County, Florida). The Blues soon became Company I of the 2nd Florida Infantry. Wounded on the second day at Gettysburg, Powell was taken prisoner and convalesced as a male nurse at the hospital in Gettysburg. Powell eventually made his way to Virginia, where he served as one of Mosby’s Rangers in 1864 until he took the Oath of Allegiance on March 14, 1865.

2 With the shortage of metal caused by the war, the government replaced coinage with paper money that was called fractional currency.
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Evidence

Thomas Shankland, being duly sworn testified as follows:

I reside in Brooklyn, NY No. 282 Clinton Street. I was at Mr. Green’s1 house on 17th Street for two months, ending on the evening of the 11th of March 1865; during that time I had very excellent opportunities of knowing Mr. Green’s sentiments; he talked with me very freely and discussed public matters, and like all Virginians, he owed supreme allegiance to Virginia. He said that the south could never be subjugated. His two sons he told me were in the Confederate army, but that he had never written to them for four years; he did not know where they were and he had never seen them; he expressed always a very great respect for Mr. Lincoln the President and I never heard him speak disrespectfully of any member of the Cabinet.

I have known Mr. Green a good many years; I was here in September last and I saw him then. Mr. Greene told me that there was a great deal of water under the basement of his house, that there was no cellar, and that he had it excavated to carry off the water, so that it was dry. He told me that in the fall; he spoke of it again in the winter. Mr. Green’s house is on 17th Street; I do not know the number.



1 Thomas Green, whose Van Ness mansion in Washington served as a safe house for Confederate agents.
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Evidence

Clem H. Pierson arrested in Philadelphia April 22nd, by his own confession was in Washington for about ten days previous to April 6th trying to settle up his accounts (having been mustered out of service Mch. 30th.) went to Harrisburg April 6th remained there till the evening of the 8th when he returned to Washington, reaching here Sunday morning April 9th and remaining in W. until the Tuesday after the assassination. Was in pistol gallery, Cor. 9th and the Ave., on Monday or Tuesday evening preceding the 14th. Booth came in while he was there and they were shooting together. Never spoke to Booth at any other place; not even at the table at National where both were lodging. Was at Pistol gallery 4 or 5 times, Booth there once or twice.

On Friday evening, 7th April, at Harrisburg, met a confederate named Ashby at Lochiel House; both tight; On Ashby’s learning that Pierson was a Union scout he offered him $50,000 if he would kill a man in Winchester, and on Saturday 8th gave him a check on G. W. Johnson & Co. of Washington for $1000, as earnest. Pierson claims he took this thinking if he could swindle the man out of that amount of money it would be all right, but had no intention of killing any men. Check signed “Wm. P. Ashby” (there is a man named Col. Ashby mentioned in Merritt report of persons in Canada). No such firm as George W. Johnson & Co. has yet been found though George J. Johnson & Co. say there is such a firm as packages have come to them by mistake. The check referred to has on it the following “Lla ightr K.C” which is supposed to mean “all right, Knight of Golden Circle, Na C.”


	THOMAS EWING JR.	(3:325–26)


“E” 472 (JAO) 1865

Ewing, Thomas

Washington, June 8, 1865

Col.

John Davis,1 the bearer, came here without subpoena, by my request, as a witness in Mudd’s case.

He came last Monday from near Horsehead (25 miles).

Resp.

Thomas Ewing

Of Counsel




1 Ewing, a major general of volunteers, was attorney for Samuel Mudd. John F. Davis was called as a defense witness on behalf of Mudd (DW, Mudd, Poore III:305, 322, Pitman 212, 294).

(3:1259–60)
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Thomas Ewing, Esq.

Washington, July 6, 1865

No 72 North A St.

Brig. Gen. Jno Holt

Judge Adv. Gen.

Sir,

The bearer, Thomas Davis was in attendance as a witness for defense in the conspiracy case, on the 5th & 6th of June, & traveled from his home here, 30 miles & back, for which he has yet had no pay.2

Respectfully

Thomas Ewing

Of counsel, etc.





2 Thomas Davis testified on Samuel Mudd’s behalf on May 29 and June 5 (DW, Mudd, Poore II:375, III:300, Pitman 195, 200) that he was staying at the Mudd house from January 22 through March 15, 1865, and that Mudd was home at the time.





F
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Fort Ethan Allen

April 24, 1865

Farr, J. B.

Statement

Provost Marshals Office

Fort Ethan Allen, Va.

April 24th 1865

On Friday, April 14th, one Jno B. Farr came to this office and desired a pass to go to Washington. He being refused a pass by Gen. Augur some time ago, and not countermanded, consequently could not be granted. He stated he had received an order from Gen. Augur since allowing Capt. Robert Clarke, who was then Pro Marshal, to give him a pass to Washington. The order could not be found in the office. He having given the order to Capt. Clarke at his house. From here he went to Maj. S. H. White, Commander of the Post, who recommended him on the back of his old pass to receive a pass to Washington, and came back again but was again refused and a pass was granted him to return home to Drainsville, Va.

Mr. Farr is a well known rebel and from his extreme desire to get to Washington that day, would naturally arise suspicion; that he was in some way connected with the plot to murder the President.

H. I. Mitchell

Robert Nellie

Clerks

Sworn and subscribed to me this day 1865

R. C. Machesney
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Farrell, Lieut. Robert

Endorsement: Robt. R. Jones, Please send the man who found the key to the commission rooms at once and oblige. Very respectfully yours etc.

H. L. Burnett

Camp 1st Mich. Sharpshooters

2nd Brig. 1st Div. 9th AC

May 14, 1865

Prop. Kirkwood House

Washington City, DC

Sir, I have in my possession a key supposed to belong to the room (126) which Atzerodt occupied, if it is of any use to you, it can be had by calling here or I will leave it your house when I come to the city.

Very Respectfully, etc.

Robert Farrell, 1st Lieut.

Co. H. 1st Mich. S. S.
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Fell, Joseph

Buckingham Pa, May 1, 65

Edwin M. Stanton, Sec. War

Dear Sir,

By the public papers I learn that efforts are being made by those clothed with authority in Washington to ferret out the conspirators who have had the destruction of our government and of the high officials who control it at heart for some years past.

Thinking it possible some revelation made to me by a citizen of Maryland formerly from this State and this county, (Penn., Bucks) would aid you in this important investigation, I take this liberty of sending to you some things which he told me.

He accompanied a prominent citizen of Cecil County to Baltimore at a time when the secessionists were organizing armed resistance to the passage of our troops through the latter place on their way to Washington. He saw many men paid for this purpose. He heard them take an oath of fidelity to the South and to one another. He saw eight men kneel on their left knees and swear with uplifted hands that they would assassinate Gen. Hicks unless he convened the State Legislature for the purpose of “reading or taking” Maryland out of the Union!!

He saw a large number of men paid to come north and inaugurate societies of the “Golden Circle” and “Sons of Liberty”, etc. etc.

This is a respectable man and previous to that time had worshipped at the shrine of “Democracy”.

If you desire to hear from his own lips a full account of what he saw and heard upon this, and other occasions, and will make your wish known to me, I will obtain his address and forward it to you with pleasure.

Concerning myself you can inquire of Isaac Newton of the Agricultural Bureau, of Emmett Quinn, a clerk in the patent office or of Mr. Thayer, Congressman from this district.

With a strong hope that you may succeed in dragging these miscreants to the light of day, and making them feel the punishment due for their heinous offenses, I subscribe myself

Very Respectfully

Your sincere friend,

Joseph Fell

P. S. Jarrett Stokes, formerly a member of the N. J. Legislature before the election last fall was on a visit in this county. He told a friend of mine to “mark what I say, if Lincoln is elected he will not live his term out”. He repeated this several times. This Stokes is an intimate friend of ex Senator Wall.


	JAMES P. FERGUSON1	(4:23–29, PW, Poore I:189, Pitman 76; DW, Poore II:537, Pitman 106)2


James P. Ferguson

Says, that he keeps a restaurant next door to Ford’s theater; that he was well acquainted with J. Wilkes Booth; and states that he met Booth quite frequently before. That the first time he saw Booth on the day of the assassination was in the afternoon about two o’clock: that he was then on the street talking with Mr. Maddox, the property man of the theater; and that he was standing in front of his door; and just before he rode off, Booth called his attention to the little animal ^horse^ he rode. He stepped out and saw the horse. It was a small bay mare. He next saw Booth in the theater on the evening of the assassination during the performance of the second scene of the third act. He went because, being a strong Lincoln and a violent opponent of McClellan, Harry Ford sends ^had sent^ this word “Your favorite is going to be in our theater tonight with Gen. Grant and if you want to see him you must come and see him and secure a good seat”; that thereupon he took a lady there to see them.

He said the curtain had risen when the President, his wife, Miss Harris, and a person dressed in citizens clothes came in. He knew it was not Grant; but he believing that Grant was coming, he was very particular to watch the box to see Grant when he did come. So as to point him out to the lady, and therefore was attending more to the box than he was to the play. He therefore saw Wilkes Booth come in. He was probably 10 or 15 feet from the door. He walked down around the upper row of the dress circle next to the wall. He stopped about two or three steps before he went to the door, then entered the private box,1 took off his hat and held it in his left hand. He had a black slouch hat which was the a hat he often wore; stooped down and cast his eyes about over the dress circle and the orchestra, stepped one step down, put his knee against the door and opened it. The door opens on the inside. Witness was sitting exactly opposite; could see the door shut after he had stepped in. It struck witness that it was singular that Booth should be going into that box; and while wondering whether he was going to shake hands with Miss Harris or the president he heard in a moment the explosion of a pistol, saw the smoke, and then saw Booth rush to the front of the box, throw his left hand on the railing, draw a knife from his left side and then thought that gentlemen from behind caught his coat. The post that divides the two boxes prevented him from seeing the struggle there, which lasted but a moment. It seemed however as though Booth had struck somebody back with his knife, and he then cried out “revenge for the South” and jumped from the box; and his spur upon his right heel caught in the blue flag that hung from the box and pulled it down to the floor. He saw it fluttering in the air as it went down, and saw it pulled up part way across the stage with him. When he let his hold of the railing go he fell on his right knee, threw down his hands with his knife in his right hand and fled across the stage in quite a theatrical attitude. The moment he rose he shouted “Sic Semper Tyrannus” and as he got to the door he thinks he exclaimed, “I have done it”. Witness says that he saw the flash of the pistol right in the box where the president was. He afterwards examined the box and found the ^a^ hole cut in the door with penknife, a small bladed one apparently with frequent scratches on the outside of the hole as though the knife had slipped. There was no evidence of any powder about it, but it had the appearance of being cut entirely with a knife. The president at the time of the assassination was sitting with his elbow on the rim of the box that ran across it, with his right hand up, and he had a curtain pulled around looking between the post and the curtain at some person down in the audience. He was sitting right up against the end of the box. The Miss Harris sat at the other end. Mrs. Lincoln a little to the rear. He thinks that Mrs. Lincoln was leaning her arm on the edge of the president’s chair as he sat looking down ^at^ into the orchestra. He had an armed rocking chair pulled out toward him; he must have been shot in the left side of the head. Witness did not see him after he was shot. Miss Harris was looking down at the stage and laughing at Harry Hawk. Witness had just called the attention of the lady who was with him to the president, and ^had^ asked her to see how innocently he looked down into the orchestra. The moment that the pistol was fired both himself and lady saw the flash, heard the report and saw the smoke. He says there was time for Booth to bar up the door between the time he entered the box and the firing of the pistol.



1 Ferguson’s restaurant adjoined Ford’s Theatre on the north side (452 10th Street). His testimony recorded a short time after the assassination is considered the most detailed account of what happened.

2 Ferguson’s statement is similar to his courtroom testimony.

1 Ferguson makes no mention of Charles Forbes, the president’s messenger who was sitting opposite the door to the box and spoke with Booth before he entered the box.

(4:339–43, PW, Poore I:189, Pitman 76; DW, Poore II:537, Pitman 106)
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Washington April 15, 1865

Statement of James P. Ferguson

Preliminary Examination before N. H. Miller Jus. Of Peace1

County of Washington

District of Columbia

April 1865

My name is James B. Ferguson. I am a resident of Washington City, D. C. I keep a restaurant No. 452 10th St. west between E & F Streets north adjoining Fords Theater. I am well acquainted with J. Wilkes Booth. I have known him about three months. He has been in the habit during that period of visiting my restaurant almost every day. I am familiar with his appearance and his voice. I saw him about two o’clock PM on the 14th inst. He was then riding a bay mare a beautiful animal. He rode in front of my restaurant door and said Jim or Ferguson, see what a nice horse I have. I did not see him again until I saw him in the theater when the President was shot. I was sitting in the dress circle right opposite the box occupied by the President, Mrs. Lincoln and one other lady whom I did know and the gentleman in citizen clothes I did not know.2 I was looking in that direction because I expected to see Lieutenant General Grant, whom I have known since my boyhood, having been raised in the same county Ohio in which he had lived. I saw J. Wilkes Booth go in the direction of the box occupied by the President. I saw him walk up to the box, stop for a moment and look around. He had his hat in his left hand. I think it was a kind of Kossuth or slouch hat, black and I think ribbed. I am quite sure the hat shown to me by the District Attorney is the hat I saw on that occasion in the left hand of J. Wilkes Booth. He pressed his knee against the door of the box. He then opened the door of the box. Upon the door opening, I saw the flash of a pistol. I then saw the citizen in the box catch hold of Booth. I then saw Booth draw a knife, a kind of Bowie knife exactly like the one shown me by the District Attorney and strike with the blade down at the citizen. He then made a rush for the front of the box. First he placed his left hand upon the railing of the box and he then placed both hands on and swung his feet over. At that time his spur caught in the flag, which was around the box, and he fell to one side. He immediately sprang up, looked me right in the face and said Sic Semper Tyrannus or something of that sort, which I did not understand. He then ran across the stage, looked me directly in the face, and said brandishing the knife above his head “I have done it”. He then disappeared from the stage. I have not seen him since. At the time President Lincoln was shot, he had his elbow resting upon the railing of the box and his head resting upon his hand looking down in the orchestra. Mrs. Lincoln and the lady were sitting to the right of him. Mrs. Lincoln a little to his rear, the other lady sat in the corner. The gentleman in citizen’s clothes farther behind him in the center of the box. When the President was shot, he raised his right hand, Mrs. Lincoln I think caught him by the arm and around the neck and commenced screaming. The other lady got up and called for water. This is all I recollect of the transaction. At the time the President was shot the play had progressed to the second scene in the third act. The only actor on the stage at that time was Mr. Henry Hawk, whom I know personally and who appeared in the character of Asa Tranchard. Mr. Booth raised the knife as if he would strike Mr. Hawk when Mr. Hawk ran out ahead of him.

James T. Ferguson

Sworn and subscribed

Before me this 15th day

Of April A. D. 1865

N. C. Miller J. P.



1 Nehemiah Miller, a justice of the peace. Miller was at police headquarters taking statements on Saturday, April 15.

2 Clara Harris and Henry Rathbone. According to Ferguson, Rathbone was dressed in civilian clothes, not his military uniform as most histories depict.
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18th April 1865

Ferguson Jas. P.

James P. Ferguson says:

I reside at 452 Tenth Street adjoining Ford’s theater. I was at the theater on the night of the assassination of the President; sat directly opposite the President’s box; the first two seats adjoining the box in the dress circle so that I could look into the box and see all that was going on there. Know J. Wilkes Booth very well. I saw him before he entered the President’s box. The first time I saw Booth that day was in the afternoon about two o’clock. He was in the street talking with Mr. Maddox, the costume man at the theater. I was standing on the porch in front of my door, and just before he was going to ride off he said, “Ferguson, come here and see what a nice little horse I have got.” I stepped out in the street, and he was on a little bay mare. Said he, “She is mighty cute; see how she will start off.” He struck his spur into her and she ran down the street.

The next time I saw Booth was in the evening in the second scene of the third act. I have always had a great time arguing at that theater arguing about McClellan and Grant. I was sticking up for Grant, he was a great favorite of mine. I was talking with Harry Ford in the daytime and he said, “Jim, your favorite is going to be in the theater tonight, and if you want to see him you must go and see him and secure a seat.” So said I, “I will.” I had promised a young lady that the first time Grant came there I would take her to see him. I saw the President when he came in. It was eight o’clock. After the curtain raised, the President and his wife, Miss Harris, and a gentleman dressed in citizen’s clothes, came in. I knew that he was not Grant.1 He came in It was my opinion that Grant had remained outside probably for an hour or two to come in all alone, so as not to create any excitement in the theater. I made up my mind that nobody should go into that box without I saw whether it was Grant, so everyone that passed around toward that door I examined closely. Finally I saw Wilkes Booth. He was probably 10 or 15 feet from the door walking around on the top row of the dress circle next to the wall. He stops about one or two steps before he gets to this door that enters the private box. He takes off his hat, holds it in his left hand. He had a black slouch hat. It was a type of hat that he always wore. He stooped down and cast his eye up and down through the dress circle and through the orchestra. He then steps one step down, puts his knee against the door and opened it. The door opens from the side against the wall. I was sitting, as I said, directly opposite. I could see a part of the door shut to as he stepped in.

It struck me a moment who Wilkes Booth was going into this box to see. I wondered whether he was going to shake hands with Miss Harris or the President. In a moment after that I heard the explosion of a pistol and saw the smoke. I then saw Booth rush to the front of the box and throw his left hand on the railing. He drew a knife from his left side. I think this gentleman from the rear caught his coat. The post that divides the two boxes ordinarily is right between him and this Major Rathbone. The moment I saw his left hand raised I saw it with the knife, I saw him throw strike his knife back; and he cried out “Revenge for the South!” He jumped from the box a spur which he had on his right heel caught in the blue flag that hung over the box and pulled it down with him to the floor. I saw it flutter in the air as he went down, and saw it pulled part way across the stage with him. When he let go his hold of the railing he fell on his right knee and threw down his hand, with the knife in his right hand, and went across the stage sidewise; a kind of theatrical attitude. The moment he arose he shouted, “Sic Semper Tyrannus”; and as he goes out of the door he exclaims, “It is done” “I have done it.”

Yesterday morning the boy, Sleickman, who works the property there come to me and says, “Jim, I want to tell you something and I don’t want to tell Mr. Gifford” (he has charge of the theater, the chief carpenter). Said he, “I think it is my duty to tell you.” I took him in my house and locked the door after him. He says I was standing in the alley that night when Mr. Booth rode up and called Ned Spangler, the carpenter and said to him, “Now Ned, you will give me all the assistance you can?” and Ned says, “Yes, I will, you can depend on that.”

This morning he comes to me again and says, “Jim, there is something else I forgot to tell you. I then brought the boy down to Judge Olin, and I understand that they have since had Ned arrested. He said that a man they call Mike ^Jake^,1 a carpenter, who says that they were decorating the box with this Ned and Ned remarked, “Well, I hope the damned old son of a bitch will be killed here tonight,” or words to that effect. He says he has been there about 3 weeks and boards where Ned Spangler does.

I keep a restaurant. Know Booth by sight, well. Went right down to the police station after the murder. When it was done I had no chance from where I was sitting of intercepting the murderer, but think I could have done it if I had been in the box or orchestra. I think I could have caught him The moment he passed out of the door I cried out “That is Wilkes Booth!” Some man who was sitting by me said “Oh hush, damn it hush”. You shouldn’t holler such stuff as that.”

I have never seen Booth out in the street in company with any person in my life except one Sunday I saw him, the next Sunday after played at his benefit Booth volunteered to play.

I do not know anything about the building of Booth’s stable back of the theater.2 Never knew that he kept a horse till since this thing transpired. I think he told me, or Maddox, who was standing by, that this horse he rode on that day he hired.

This Gifford comes to me the next day and says to me, “What the hell is the use of your going around and saying that you saw the flash of a pistol in the box?” Says I, “Mr. Gifford, what do you consider me, a countryman or a damn fool?” Said I, “I saw the flash of that pistol right in the box that the President was in.” Said he, “It was fired through the door.” Said I, “There was but one pistol fired and that was in the box.”

Saturday Miss Harris came down with Judge Carter and I went in with them. We got a candle and examined this hole in the door. The hole was cut with a penknife, a small-bladed one. There are frequent scratched outward from the hole as though the knife had slipped down. There is no evidence of powder about it. I told Mr. Gifford my convictions and the facts. Since He scorned the idea. Since then he has said nothing about it.

It is cut close to the molding of the door so as to make people think it is shot through the door.

At the time he was shot the President was sitting with his elbow on the rim of the box that ran around it, with his right hand up; & he had the curtain pulled around, looking between the post and the curtain at some person down in the audience. He was sitting right up against the ends of the box. Miss Harris sat over in the other end, and Mrs. Lincoln a little to the rear, I think leaning her arm on the edge of his chair, and he sat looking down into the orchestra. He had an armchair or a rocking chair pulled up towards him. He must have been shot in the left side of the head. I have not seen where he was shot. Miss Harris was looking down at the stage, laughing at Harry Hawk. I had just remarked to the young lady with me to “look at the President and see how innocent he looks down in the orchestra.” In a moment the pistol was fired. I did not see Booth in the box before he fired.

It was five seconds from the time the shot was fired till the time he was across the stage, I think. I think he had time to put that bar up before he fired after he entered the box. He certainly carried no bar in with him. I suppose he had no occasion to use that hole that was cut through the door. I think Harry Ford is a loyal man. He has always appeared rejoiced at the Union victories.

I have only been there about four months. I was there a year ago and then sold out and went out home to Ohio, but came back again. I have the saloon adjoining the theater.

The only one I have ever heard say anything about the theater, is this little Trebonia and the wardrobe man there, I forget his name. Little Trebonia, the day Richmond fell, came into my house and got drunk because the citizens of Richmond cheered the soldiers. He said that any citizen of Richmond for cheering “yanks” ought to be hung or shot. Said I, “you damned thief, you never got a cent in your life but what you got out of the public; get out of the house and never come into it again!” Carland,1 the wardrobe man came in a few weeks ago and said, “I have just had a fuss across the street with some damned Yankee officers. Because I said I sympathize with the south and always would, and I wished the damned Yankees were all killed, they were going to jump on me.” I was behind the bar and I said “You damned hungry son of a bitch.” And with that I ran out from behind the bar and he out of the door, and when I got to the door he was away, below the theater. Next morning, I saw him coming to rehearsal. Said I, “There is something I want to tell you young man: If you run across my door I will break your neck or have you arrested and out to the Old Capitol.” And he has never been in the house since.

This boy that worked with the property man is named Sleickman. This boy did not see Booth when he came out of the passage. He was on the other side of the stage getting ready to move the properties, on the same side as the President’s box.



1 According to Ferguson the hole in the door was bored with a penknife, not a drill. An examination of the door on display at Ford’s Theatre confirms this.

1 Jacob Ritterspaugh, a scene changer and odd-job worker at Ford’s Theatre.

2 Spangler remodeled an old shed in the alley behind the theater as a stable for Booth to keep his horse and carriage in.

1 Louis J. Carland, a costumer at Ford’s Theatre.
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Statement of James C. Ferguson

Mr. Ford came to me today at one or two o’clock and told me that my favorite Gen. Grant was going to be present at the theatre tonight and had secured a box. I went in the theater and engaged seat 58 & 59 on the opposite side from the President’s box. When the President came in, I saw that Gen. Grant was not with him, but I still kept watch of the box expecting Gen. Grant to come in, knowing that if he came, he would go in the same box with the President.

After the curtain went up for the 3rd act, I saw Mr. Booth go to the door leading to the passage of the private box which the President occupied and try the door. In a moment afterwards, I was looking with an opera glass to see who the citizen was, that was with the President. I then heard the report of the pistol and saw Mrs. Lincoln catch him around the neck. I saw him throw up his right arm. At the same time I saw Booth run his hand in his side and pull a knife and run between Mrs. Lincoln and a lady in the same box. He put his hand on the cushion of the box, and threw his feet right over. As he turned over he pulled part of a state flag off and had part of it under his feet when he fell on the stage. The very moment he struck he exclaimed “Sic semper tyrannus”. As he came across the stage facing me, he looked me right in the face and it alarmed me and I pulled the lady who was with me down behind the banister. I looked right down at him and he stopped as he said, “I have done it.” And shook the knife. All I know of Mr. Booth is this; I never saw him in my life until about two or three months ago. I have often heard of Wilkes Booth. He himself told me that he was born and raised in Baltimore. He is a theatrical man by profession. I heard him say a few weeks ago that he had an estate left him in the oil regions of Penna. He played here some five or six weeks ago at the benefit of Mr. John McCollum. He came today near one or two o’clock in front of my house, on a little bay horse.

I think the President was shot just about 10 o’clock; just as the curtain went up for the third act. I do not know what became of Booth after he left the stage. There was a great excitement. I think there were many persons in the orchestra who might have caught him if they had immediately pursued him. I do not know the color of the horse. I think it was a small bay horse. He told me where he bought the horse, but I do not remember now. He says he was a very nice horse; he can gallop and can “almost kick me in the back”. It was not a pacing horse. He started off on a lope. I went down to Mayor Wallach and stated these things to him. Mr. Harry Hawk was on the sage at the time. The same hat which Wilkes Booth had on when I saw him today, is now in charge of the police at the station house.

They say they found it in the box which the President occupied.

Was seated on the north side of the dress circle with a clear view of the Presidential box.

Booth was born in the family log cabin in Bel Air, Maryland. His father purchased a house on Exeter Street in Baltimore where the family spent considerable when Booth was a young boy.


	BENJAMIN F. FICKLIN	(7:75–76)
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Letter to Dick from “Your Brother” and envelope, Mar 28, 1865

Envelope: Mrs. Pembroke James care Dr. F. T. Willis, Savannah, Ga. Richmond March 28.65

My Dear Dick

The bearer Mr. Ficklin is an old acquaintance & can give you the latest & most reliable news from Dixie.

I have promised him a Balt. wife; ask Ludie to show him round a little. A number of letters recd by last Flag of Truce, (Susan Ryan etc) all well; why don’t you write. The Patriarch letter recd to day by__[sic] Love to everybody.

Your Brother

(7:69–74)

F-17

Letter to DeLarue from B.F.F (Ficklin), April 15, 1865

Washington

Dear DeLarue,

My contempt for my fellow man has often been excited by seeing how quickly they turn to their God in their affliction and that those who call first & loudest are always those who have serviced him least in their prosperity.

I can’t call on my God because I have never served him, but I address you not for aid, but for comfort & sympathy.

A friend called on Mr. Lincoln yesterday afternoon to get me a pass to go to Richmond & return. He excused himself for the time but made an appointment for this morning. I got the New York papers last night, read them over, and with what I had heard during the day, went to bed early satisfied that we would have an early & satisfactory “Peace”; That I should get out all my cotton without trouble; that I would start to Richmond this evening, and that the prospect was bright for the country generally & myself in particular.1

I awoke this morning to hear of the terrible tragedy of last night, at present there is nothing I hear of the perpetrators, until they are discovered every southerner is liable to suspicion & arrest in this it affects me very nearly.

Unless discovered & explained the South will have to bear the odium.

The surrender of Gen. Lee leaves the South helpless.2 Mr. Lincoln & Seward were understood to be the only conservative men in the cabinet; their loss at this time is the greatest which could befall us. We are left at the mercy of a drunken renegade (Andy Johnson) with a furious, radical administration, who are panting for the small balance of blood & treasure left in the south. The future of this country is dark & gloomy indeed I intend, come what may, to share the fortunes & misfortunes of the South.

It would be impolitic for me to attempt to leave until this tragedy is cleared up. In the meantime I am in constant dread of being arrested as a Southerner. When this is over I will go south to get out my cotton, unless some other terrible thing should happen which I do not now dream of.

Tell those dear creatures I sometimes call “angels” that I had thought of them much of late.

My dear old fellow write me a long consoling letter to Barnum’s Hotel, Baltimore. Don’t write anything disagreeable about yourself, as my trouble is already as great as I can bear. Love to all. Tell his eminence to come out quick.B.F.F.



1 Major James O’Beirne arrested Ficklin on April 16. O’Beirne believed that Ficklin had a part in Lincoln’s assassination based on his finding that Ficklin had been in contact with George Atzerodt and had stayed at the Kirkwood House on April 14. Held for two months, Ficklin was eventually released as a result of Browning’s intercession with Stanton.

2 Even with Lee’s surrender there were approximately 150,000 Confederate troops scattered throughout the South.

(7:48–50)
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Letter to Browning from Ficklin

Letterhead: Kirkwood House, Sprague & Co. Washington DC April 17th 1865

Mr. Browning,

Near Mrs. Whitney’s

Capitol Hill

Judge Hughes

At Mrs. Whitney’s

Gen. J. W. Singleton

Metropolitan Hotel

Will either of you call at the Kirkwood House to see me.

B. F. Ficklin

Ficklin, a procurer of goods for the Confederacy, had access to a variety of commodities as this letter shows.

(7:101–3)
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Note to Ficklin from Slaughter

List of articles needed

1 black silk

2 calicoes

3 corsets

1 hoop skirt

1 piece long cloth

1 ditto checked muslin

gloves, shoes, handkerchiefs

1 muslin dress

1 black lace veil

1 piece flannel

The list of articles needed by a forlorn spinster who contemplates matrimony but is obliged to forgo that bliss on account of not being able to obtain the above named articles. Matilda Slaughter To Maj. Ben Ficklin

(7:530–31)
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Statement of Ficklin’s Account, 1861–62

R. 12,801 Paid. S. W. Ficklin, expense, etc.

On Dft $9,541, May 11th 1861

Also dfts in favor of J. Milton Whitney assoc. of S. W. Ficklin on dfts etc.

$9541 paid April 22, 1862

$3,180.33 May 7th

In all                $22,262.33

$12, 721.33

On back “Maj. B. F. Ficklin, 7th Street”

(5:424–35)
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May 16th 1865

Office of Major O’Beirne

Statement of Benjamin F. Ficklin in reply to interrogations by Mr. Jones.

I was born in Abemarle, Alexandria Co. Va. Previous to Dec. 1860 I had been west, at Salt Lake and other places, connected with express cos. During the winter of 1860 and 1, up to the 4th of March I was between Washington and Richmond and had business in both places. In R. my business was to get a charter from the Express Co. I left Washington & went to Richmond March 5th 1861. The mail route was then uninterrupted & so continued up to April following. At Richmond I was appointed Quartermaster for the State of Virginia with the rank of Major which position I held for two or three months. When my term of office expired by reason of an act of the legislation of the State. As soon as I could settle up my Qr. Mr. Accounts I went to Europe in Oct 1861. I went from Savannah to Europe on the Steamer Bermuda. Landed at Havre in France, which I left Monday and arrived in Southampton Tuesday night and went to London that night. I went there entirely on my own hook. The Sec. of Treasury, Mr. Messinger,1 sent me an order to purchase some stationery etc. for the Rebel Govt., which I gave to a firm there by the name of Wm. N. Browne & Co. This I did gratuitously. In London I bought an interest in a steamer named Reachit for which I paid $7,000. Don’t know what proportion that was of the value of the ship. Had not made any trips when she was lost at sea. When lost she was laden with salt, drugs & dry goods. I had about $7,000 in that vessel and cargo. Did not know who my co-owners in the vessel were. Gave the money to a person there to invest whose name I do not wish to give and whose receipt I have for the $7,000. He was an Englishman and no agt. of the Rebel Govt. I was not then running the blockade. I made his acquaintance through a friend of mine there. I never knew or heard of him until I went there and was introduced by this friend of mine who knew him well. I did not go there as an agent for the Rebel Govt. nor transact any business for it except the purchase of the stationary and also some envelopes for the P. O. Dept. I stayed in London all the time save ten days I was in Paris. I arrived in London the latter part of Nov. Left Richmond some time in Oct. waited at Savannah some 2 weeks for a steamer, then had a long passage over. Left Europe about April 1862. First went to Nassau, remained one day & took steamer Nassau to Wilmington, NC. Left it May 29 & went to Richmond where I remained out of employment a month or two & then went to Europe again in Sept. 1862.

Went from Wilmington to Nassau, then to Havana, then to Southampton. Went for purpose of buying a whole steamer with money of my own. Mr. M. Secretary of the Rebel Treasury wanted me to make a purchase of some stationery etc. I told him I could not because I was going to buy a steamer for myself. He then said that if I would make such purchase he would grant me the privilege of purchasing a vessel from the Govt. on advantageous terms. Accordingly such arrangements were made but the matter was subsequently taken out of my hands & put into the hands of a Mr. Wilkinson, who made such purchases. I went over to England with him and we bought the said stationery. Soon we had a disagreement and I returned alone to Richmond through Canada & the N. States, going from Baltimore City & not passing through Washington & arrived in Richmond in January 1863 where I remained until the following July or Aug. While in Europe this 2nd time I only purchased said stationery and transacted no business for myself. While in Richmond this time I was mostly engaged quarreling with the Confederate Authorities about this steamer & urging my claim. I went to Pres. Davis & he decided in favor of Wilkinson so I went out again to Europe in July or August to buy another steamer. Went from Wilmington & took no order from the Govt. Went to Bermuda, Halifax, then Liverpool on the Canada Line. I went solely to get out of the Confederacy & purchase a steamer to run the blockade but could not find any suitable one to purchase & so chartered the steamer “Daro” with which I came across & she was burned in S.C. I had nothing on her but the owners had sundry goods. The owners were in Richmond and were in the importing and exporting business. This was about the 8th of January 1864. I remained south until I arrived in Washington on the first of April 1865. From January 1862 to March 1865 I was engaged in the blockade running business. Shipping cotton to Europe via Nassau, partly on my own acct. and partly on acct. of others. There were only 2 cargoes that I had control of; I was also agent for the State of Virginia for shipping rice & corn to Richmond. Before going South in 1861 I had been away 3 or 4 years & owned property there perhaps to amount of $4,000 but owned no property in the loyal states. I had money besides so that when the war began I was worth some $20,000 or $40,000, which was all available except the real estate in the south. The position of Q. M. in the south paid me about $170 per mo., which was paid in 80 notes, probably 10 per cent discount in gold & when I went to Europe in Oct., they were 15 per cent dis’c’t. At that time I had not sold my property in the south. On my first trip to Europe I took about $10,000, which was money that I had actually loaned. My purpose in going north in April 1865 was to get out of the Confederacy and I wanted to get a permit to ship cotton north under the Regulations of the US Treasury & I also brought some papers to Mrs. Helm, sister to Mrs. Lincoln, in relation to some property she had in the south.1 I expected to meet with success until I arrived here when I gave up the idea. I decline how much cotton I have. There was then no cotton in Richmond. Mrs. Helm was allowed by Gen. Grant to get her cotton out. Col. Browning,2 ex senator from Ill. a friend of Mrs. Lincoln; Mrs. Helms papers I had were addressed to the care of Gen. Singleton & I delivered them to him at Mr. Whitney’s on Capitol Hill & he went with me to Col. Browning’s. I had met Gen. Singleton in Richmond and also in Quincy Ill. where I met him before going south in 1861. I renewed his acquaintance in Richmond in 1861, where I had a conversation with him at the Spotswood House & casually told him I was going to visit Washington & was going to try to get a permit to get my cotton out of the south & desired his kindness to assist me. Crossed the lower Potomac in coming to W. from R., but do not wish to tell at what point I crossed because I don’t wish to get others into trouble.3 I crossed in the night & got a man to come down to the river with me. We tried to cover up our tracks so as to leave no information. I came through with a stranger whose name I forget & whom I met accidentally & whose business I do not know, as we were both afraid of each other. He gave me his address, which I have lost. I stopped at 553 N. J. Ave. near the Capitol. I only slept there and boarded elsewhere.

(He requested the privilege of making a statement in regard to his being in Washington) I claim no favors from the U. S. Govt. as I have been a rebel. My sympathies, education and friends were in the south etc. etc. etc. (the substance of what he said was the same as stated to Lt. on a previous day as per my report-K-) The day after the assassination some of my friends advised me to keep off from the street on account of the excitement. I suggested that it would be better for me to report to the Provost Marshal but Mr. Browning thought it was unnecessary (here he discloses his visit to NY City as per former statement. K) Met no one in W. who had any connection with the rebel Govt. nor whom I know to be rebel sympathizers. In crossing the river below I came very near direct to W. only stopped a couple of hours at one place which I decline to name. I had letters to Brown Brothers & Co. of NY City. Never done any business for them in Liverpool. Never met anyone at 553 N. J. Ave. who had anything to do with the assassination. Don’t know who recommended me to 553. I saw Geo. Sanders1 while I was in London. Can’t recollect any conversation I ever had with him. I know Clement C. Clay as having seen him in Washington as Senator before the war. Saw Mr. Mason while in London & also saw Mr. Slidell2 once in Paris, called at his house there one Sunday morning & had a conversation with his wife & daughters. I never held any office under the Southern Govt. Never met Mr. Beverly Tucker3 in London but have a street acquaintance with him made in Richmond during the first year of the war. Am some acquainted in Baltimore. Know W. W. Glenn & John Glenn. Don’t know Harry Gilmore.4 On my first trip spoken of to New York I stopped overnight in Baltimore at a hotel near catholic church off to the left as you go to the depot, in the direction of Barnes, very near the end of Charles St. Stopped overnight to kill time. Called on Glenn’s family who live on the street that runs out from the monument, on the right hand side of the street going north. Don’t know John H. Surratt. Never was in that house nor in Surrattsville to my knowledge. Was never in the rebel army. Don’t recollect of taking the oath of allegiance to the rebel Govt. nor to the Federal Govt. Never had any engagements with the ordnance Dept. of Richmond. Have often been solicited to take contracts but did not.

The Glen family was the only party I went to see in Baltimore; Saw there Mrs. Glenn, W. Glenn & mother, three of his sisters; Also saw Dr. Buckley who looks to be 40 years of age. Am not willing to tell the nature of the conversation with them.

True Copy

Jas. R. O’Beirne

Maj. 22 Regt V.R.C.

Pro Mar D. C.



1 Christopher Gustavus Memminger served as Confederate treasury secretary from February 19, 1861, to July 28, 1864.

1 Emily Todd Helm, the wife of Confederate general Ben Hardin Helm killed at Chickamauga on September 20, 1863. Ficklin helped Helm recover her cotton and arrange for its sale.

2 Orville Hickman Browning.

3 The Confederate Signal Service had a camp under the command of Lieutenant Charles H. Cawood located at Mathias Point, Virginia. Cawood and his men helped agents cross the river to Charles County, Maryland.

(7:413–17)
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Statement of Ficklin

Benjamin T. Ficklin, sworn,

My name is Benjamin T. Ficklin, was born and resided in Charlotte, Virginia. Left there twenty (20) years ago; since which time I have lived in Alabama and the west. Was in Washington part of the time in 1860 and 1861, during the months of February, March and April 1861; and was stopping at the Kirkwood House, Washington D.C. Left there and went south on the 5th day of March 1861 (So I understood him, though it conflicts with the previous statement or sentence: Kingsley). Went to Richmond Va. of my own accord and free will; I reported there to no one; went there to start an Express Company; but did not succeed, and was appointed Quartermaster of the State of Virginia under the State Government, with the rank of Major, which position I held perhaps, about three (3) months; never had any appointment under the Rebel Government. My office expired by an act of the legislature; after which I went to Europe. I was engaged in running the blockade from Wilmington and Charleston. I owned the vessel and kept it engaged in shipping cotton, which I purchased in the southern states; and had it delivered to me at Charleston or Wilmington (refused to give any information as to the amount of cotton shipped).1 I plead guilty of the charge of running the blockade, and shipping cotton to Europe. I lost all the money I made in it, don’t wish to say to whom I shipped it; never shipped any tobacco; no goods were ever consigned to me from Europe.

The cotton I shipped had nothing to do with the Rebel Government, except that I was obliged by an act of their Congress to ship at a certain percent.

In the early part of the Rebellion, I had some difficulties with the Rebel Government; and never had anything more to do with them, or they with me. The Government prosecuted me on every occasion possible; and if it had not been for some friends then; they would have treated me worse than I am treated here. I had also an interest in the steamer called “Coquette”. I bought this vessel with those others from the Rebel Navy Department. I remained in the South until the 28th day of March, when I left Richmond Va., crossed the Potomac below Washington into Maryland; and arrived in Washington on Saturday the 31st day of March. I decline telling how I crossed the Potomac or where. Took a lunch at some eating-house, and then went to Mrs. (Whitney I think Kingsley). I went see Gen. Singleton, as part of my business was to take some papers to him for delivery to Mrs. Hill (I think, Kingsley) Was stopping at No. 553 Louisiana Avenue at the time of my arrest; went there Sunday morning, April 1st and engaged a room; never saw nor do I know the woman of the house. I occupied this room until my arrest. I went to New York City on the Saturday following my arrival in Washington, where I remained two days. Went there to get some drafts cashed by a friend. Don’t desire to tell of whom I expected to get money, nor upon whom the draft was drawn.

I returned to Washington on Tuesday or Wednesday, April 10th and met some of my friends at the Kirkwood House. Have never seen Atzerodt, Herold or Booth. Never heard of such a thing as the assassination seriously discussed in the south. I was a little acquainted with Tucker and Sanders, I saw Tucker about a year ago. The general impression in the south was that Sanders had a contract to build vessels for the Rebel Government.

I left here in 1861 because I preferred being with my friends. At that time the anti-secession convention was in session in Richmond Va. Don’t recollect using disloyal or disrespectful language in 1861 when Federal troops were marching on Pennsylvania Avenue nor do I remember similar language toward Gen. Scott.

I came to Washington this last time to make arrangements for selling some of my cotton. Don’t wish to tell where it is. Desired to obtain a permit from the Government to sell it in New York.

Question: When you came to Washington, did you, or did you not, take the oath of allegiance.

Answer: I did not, and desire to state the following as my reason: Ex-Senator Browning from Illinois, whom I knew, was to apply to the President for a permit, for me to return south without taking the oath of allegiance, in order that I might not impair my influence, which I wished to exert in pacifying the country, and restoring peace. I thought that were I to take the oath of allegiance, and then return for that purpose, that my influence would have been much weakened. This was the reason I did not take the oath of allegiance. After leaving Washington 1861, I went from the South to Europe, and when returning got off at Halifax, and then went to Montreal, Canada, and from there to New York City, and then to Baltimore, Md., and returned to Virginia through Maryland without passing through Washington.

Official Copy

Jas. R. O’Beirne

Major 22nd VRC and
Pro. Mar. DC



1 George Nicholas Sanders, Confederate agent in Canada.

2 James M. Mason, Confederate diplomatic commissioner to Great Britain. John Slidell, Confederate emissary to France.

3 Beverly Tucker, formerly U.S. consul in Liverpool, England, became a Confederate agent.

4 Major Harry Gilmor commanded the 2nd Maryland Battalion, CSA.

1 Among the goods Ficklin ran through the blockade were Austrian rifles that wound up at the Virginia Military Institute (VMI) and were later used in the Battle of New Market. Ficklin was a graduate of VMI.
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Letter to Celestine from De Figaniere, May 3, 1865

Hon. De Figaniere

Of Portuguese Legation

To

D. Joao M. Celestine

Translation

War Department

Washington 3 May, 1865

D Joao M. Celestine1

As soon as I received a letter of 23rd of last month on the 1st Instant (the first of four which you say you had written) I came here to investigate the motive of your detention. The Secretary of War tells me there are proofs which seem to implicate you in the late terrible events. In such case there is no remedy but to await the judicial investigation which I am told will shortly be proceeded with. As you request, I will write to Mr. G. D. Stevenson to inform him of your position.

Your obd. Servant

De Figaniere



1 Joao Celestino, a Portuguese national, was arrested in Philadelphia under suspicion of being a member of Booth’s abduction plot. After considerable investigation during which nothing could be found linking him to Lincoln’s murder, Celestino was released.


	A. L. FISHER	(2:5–10)
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April 21, 1865

Office Special Comm.

Philadelphia Pa.

From: A. L. Fisher

To: R. C. Morgan

Washington, DC

Endorsement

April 22nd 1865

On conference with Col. Baker directed him to search the house of Mrs. Pearson and to arrest both Mrs. And Mr. Pearson and to report result.

Letter

No. 205 ½ Walnut Street

Philadelphia Pa April 21st 1865

Mr. R. C. Morgan

Willard’s Hotel Washington DC

Sir,

I have the honor to report that I was called upon by a gentleman named John Lyon, 1203 Citron Street, who states that a neighbor of his named Pearson (who is a Southern refugee) has made himself conspicuous by his singular conduct and that his late actions lead him to believe that he is in some way connected with the assassination of the President.

His wife and children are in the habit of giving utterance to disloyal sentiments and to even go so far as to wish for the President’s death, his only check upon this language has been to caution them that they could not talk so here in the north.

He is in the habit of being much away from home, and he explains his absence by saying that he is employed by Col. Baker as a detective. A short time previous to the assassination of the President he is known to have given his wife $5,000 just at a time when they were sorely pressed for means, and he has not been seen since the death of the President.

His wife was the first one in the neighborhood to hear the intelligence and circulated it with joy; and seems to come from a bloodthirsty stock, as she is the sister of Boyle, who murdered a Federal officer at Baltimore.1

These facts may be unimportant in themselves, but I feel that there may be something in them, and have to ask that you will ascertain if this Pearson is employed by Col. Baker and telegraph me.

In the meantime, I am making sure of what facts I can get hold of, and if they prove important and reliable I will take affidavits and lay them before the proper authorities for the arrest of this precious family of vipers.

Everything is going along very quietly at this office.

Very Respectfully,

Your obedient servant

L. Fisher



1 John Boyle was a notorious Confederate guerrilla from southern Maryland who killed a Union captain by the name of Watkins while Watkins was convalescing in his home in Prince George County, Maryland. Initially, the government believed that Boyle was the man who attacked William Seward.

(3:1028–31)
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A. L. Fisher

O. S. C. 205 ½ Walnut St.

Philadelphia, Aril 21st 1865

Col. H. S. Olcott

Spec. Com. War & Navy Dept.

New York

Sir

I have the honor to report that I was called upon today by a gentleman named John Lyon, 1203 Citron Street, who states that a neighbor of his named Pearson (who is a southern refugee) has made himself conspicuous by his singular conduct; and that his late actions lead him to believe that he is in some way connected with the assassination of the President.

His wife and children are in the habit of giving utterance to disloyal sentiments and to even go so far as to wish for the President’s death. His only check upon this language has been to caution them that they could not talk so here in the north.

He is in the habit of being much away from home; and he explains his absence by saying that he is employed by Col. Baker as a detective.2 A short time previous to the assassination of the President he is known to have given his wife $5,000 just at a time when they were sorely pressed for means, and he has not been seen since the death of the President.

His wife was the first one in the neighborhood to hear the intelligence and circulated it with joy; and seems to come from a bloodthirsty stock as she is the sister of Boyle, who murdered a Federal Officer at Baltimore.

These facts may be unimportant in themselves, but I feel that there may be something in them; and have to ask that you will ascertain if this Pearson is employed by Col. Baker, and telegraph me. In the meantime I am making sure of what facts I can get hold of, and if they prove important and reliable I will take affidavits and lay them before the proper authorities for the arrest of this precious family of vipers.

Everything is going along very quietly at this office.

Very Respectfully

Your obt. Servt.

A. L. Fisher



2 The name “John Lyon” does not appear on any of Lafayette Baker’s National Detective Police payrolls that are located in the National Archives.
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Fitzgerald, C.

Ellangowas, Maryland

Texas1 May 19th 1865

Gov. Dennison, Esq.

Dear Sir,

In looking over the testimony before the court now the conspirators for attempting to assassinate the heads of the government, and unfortunately succeeded in murdering our much loved and honored President. I discovered that in the testimony of Lewis Wiechmann that he spoke of a person by the name of St. Marie.2 I believe it to be my duty to state to you that there are three letters remaining in this office for said St. Marie, two of them are from Washington and one from Surratt’s Md.

When the said St. Marie left this place he left word with me to retain all letters that came to the office for him until called for, as he expected money.

Please inform me whether I should send them to you or not.

Said St. Marie stated that he came here from Canada where he had a brother in the Canada Parliament. The letters here are addressed to H. B. De St. Marie.

Very Respectfully

C. Fitzgerald, P.M.



1 The reference is to Texas, Maryland, a small community approximately twenty miles from Baltimore.

2 Henri Beaumont de Sainte Marie, a former schoolmate of John Surratt, was serving in the Papal Zouaves in 1866 when Surratt secured a position with the Zouaves using the name John Watson. Sainte Marie notified Rufus King, American minister to the Papal State, leading to Surratt’s arrest and eventual return to the United States to stand trial in 1867.

(3:223–24)

“F” 436 (JAO) 1865

Letterhead: Custom House, Naval Office, Baltimore 5 Mo. 20 1865

E. M Stanton

Sec. of War.

Est. Friend,

In Wiechmann’s testimony which appeared in yesterday morning’s papers he refers to one St. Marie, with whom he had some conversation at Ellangowas, Md.

This place is near my residence in Baltimore County. Some of my friends called yesterday at the Post Office & find there three letters, two post marked Washington, one “Surratt’s”. These letters have been in the office some time. Probably they contain some information the govt. ought to have. I though it my duty to inform thee of these facts Thy friend

F. S. Cochran

Naval Office

(3:225–26)
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Letterhead: Post Office Department, Washington, May 23, 1865

C. Fitzgerald, Esq. PM

Ellangowas, Md.

Texas

Sir

In reply to yours of the 19th I have to request that you will deliver to the Secretary of war the letters you refer to in your letter. His word will be a sufficient voucher to you for their delivery.

Resp

W. Dennison

PM General

(3:227–36)
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Envelope: Address: Henri B. De Ste Marie, Esq., Ellangowas Baltimore Co. Md.

Postmark Washington, Apr 26, 1863

Washington DC

April 23rd 1863

Henri B. de Ste Marie

Dear Sir,

I received your kind and welcome letter only on Tuesday and I would have answered immediately had not some business with respect to you prevented me. I was surprised at the sudden resolution you have formed of quitting Texas by the first of May. Yet I do not blame you for leaving so lonely and deserted a place as the romantic village in which your are now at present stationed. I have made several applications by letter to some of my most influential acquaintances but up to this period I have not received any answer either favorable or unfavorable. I expect a reply in a few days. I also wrote to my friend Jno Surratt about the position of which he spoke when in Texas. As soon as he gives me an answer I shall inform you of the result.

Do not be disheartened, dear friend, cheer up; better times are coming. After rain comes sunshine, after storm comes a calm. You do not know what is in reserve for you.

Rest assured that I shall do all that is in my power. I have no doubt that if you come to Washington you will by your exertions eventually obtain some position. I am sure of it. You must also excuse me for not writing in French; my mind this morning, is not sufficiently settled. I promise you however, that the next one shall not fail to meet your expectations. Let me know, if you please, whether you intend to come to Washington as soon as you leave Texas. I shall certainly be very happy to receive you. In the meantime have courage; all things will be right bye and bye. Wishing you as all my friends in Texas, the complements of the season, [image: ]

Figure 10. Letter to “Benjamin” in French.



[image: ]

[image: ]

I am

Truly Yours

Lewis J. Wiechmann

PS Excuse my haste as I am on the point of commencing school.

(3:231–36)
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___________________two French letters_________
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Letter to Stanton from Fitzpatrick, April 15, 1865

Endorsement: The person referenced within is arrested, L. C. Baker, Col  agent, War Dept.

American Tel. Co

105  107 South 3rd St.,

Philadelphia, Pa, April 15/65

Hon. E. M. Stanton, Sec. of War

Washington DC

Without wishing to wrong the party about whom I am going to speak, I feel it my duty, in view of what has occurred, to apprise you of his presence in Washington. He has (in my opinion) the ability to plan  the courage to carry out the villainous act just consummated, which is so deplorable to all.

I have no personal knowledge of anything done by him, upon which I could base the supposition that he would be a party to such a foul proceeding. He has been kind to me. I am, therefore, not disposed to do him injustice, and you will, I trust, in so serious a matter use due caution in not communicating this to any living soul.

You will of course have him sought for  if found, you will know what steps to take in tracing out what may be his business in Washington. His name is Benj. F. Ficklin  goes by Major Ficklin in Richmond. He was agent for the Confederate Government in running in goods from the foreign ports  was very successful making much money for himself as well as being of great service to Jefferson Davis. I have given you his name and occupation. I will now give you the best description I can of his person.

From appearance he is about 6 ft.; dark hair, cut short; sallow complexion; long thin nose; small black eyes, well back in head and thin features altogether; more muscle than flesh; and as a whole presenting the appearance of a refined pirate.

I give you my own impression  may God forgive me  defend him if in anything I have said there be injustice. It is only from a sense of justice to the good man who has passed so suddenly from amongst us, coupled with a desire to prevent further mischief that I could be induced to send you these particulars.

Sincerely deploring the sad calamity which has robbed us of one so great in living up so steadfastly to the principles he professed.

I remain respectfully

Yours A. E. Fitzpatrick

Clerk at the above office

PS I request that my name and as much of these particulars as possible may be kept from the officers you employ to search for this person, as I would undoubtedly suffer the same penalty as the Lamented Dead! Please answer that I may know it has been received either by telegraph or letter. AEF


	NORA [HONORA] FITZPATRICK1	(5:400–411, PW, Poore II:89, Pitman 121; DW, Poore II:185, III:466, Pitman 132)
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Washington April 28th 1865

Nora Fitzpatrick

Nora Fitzpatrick says:

I went to board with Mrs. Surratt about the 6th of September to the best of my knowledge.

Question: Who was boarding there at the time?

Answer: Nobody was boarding there at all. I was the first boarder. Mr. Wiechmann came, after him Mr. Holohan, his wife and two children; I do not know the name of the man who next came. He was called “Port Tobacco.”2 I don’t know when he came, but I know he only stayed there three days. I don’t know his right name.

Question: Who called him “Port Tobacco”?

Answer: He gave that name himself, we all called him Port Tobacco. I was there when he came. He came by himself.

Question: Who came there the same day?

Answer: Nobody, sir. Mr. Surratt was there that day. Don’t know what time he came that day. John H. Surratt, I think was in there three or four times days. Don’t know whether he had been away or not.

Question: John Surratt knew him, didn’t he?

Answer: I said I don’t know whether he knew him or not.

Question: Didn’t he shake hands when they met? Didn’t he call him Port Tobacco?

Answer: He went upstairs with him.

Question: Did he take him to his room?

Answer: He came in and asked for Mr. Surratt, but I didn’t know anything about him.

Question: And Surratt came down to see him and took him up into his room?

Answer: Yes, sir.

Question: And that is the room he occupied after that?

Answer: Yes, sir. I don’t know how long he occupied that room. I don’t know when they came down. They came down. They didn’t stop long but came down and went out together and Mr. Wiechmann with them. Booth was not there that day. I do not know how long it was before Booth came. I would tell you if I knew, but I do not know. Mr. Booth was not there that night. I don’t know whether he was there the night before. Do not know if he was there the night after. Do not know whether he was there that night. Mr. Booth came there very often but I do not know how often.

Question: Didn’t he come there every other night the week around when he was in the habit of coming?

Answer: I know he came there very often, but I do not know whether it was every other night.

Question: Well, not regularly, but as many as three or four times a week, didn’t he?

Answer: Yes, sir, about three or four times a week: but I do not know exactly how many times he came.

Question: What day was it that Booth came? Was it the day that Port Tobacco came?

Answer: Indeed I don’t know, sir. It was not the day that Port Tobacco came.

Question: Was it before or after?

Answer: I think it was after or before I don’t know which.

Question: It was as near as possible about the same time, wasn’t it?

Answer: It might be but I don’t know.

Question: Wasn’t it either the day or the day before? They were both there at the same time you know, don’t you?

Answer: Yes, they were there, but I don’t know when he came. Wood was a tall man with black hair, smooth face, no whiskers or mustache.

Question: What did he say his business was?

Answer: Indeed I don’t know, sir.

Question: Don’t you know anything about his being a Baptist Priest?

Answer: Oh, yes, I heard them say that.

Question: You didn’t believe that story, did you?

Answer: No. I did not think he looked much like a priest.

Question: You would know him if you should meet him now, wouldn’t you? He had a heavy eye, didn’t he?

Answer: I never noticed his eye.

Question: Something as though looked at you fiercely?

Answer: Yes, sir.

Question: He wasn’t a man that you would like to be alone with, was he?

Answer: No, sir.

Question: How came it that you did not recognize him that night when you were all arrested when he came in there?

Answer: Well, I was frightened that night.

Question: Was it because you were frightened or because of his disguise?

Answer: No, sir, I did not think he was disguised at all.

Question: But principally because you were frightened? And you were frightened  did not want to commit yourself?

Answer: No, sir. I never noticed.

Question: Would you have told anybody that night if they had asked you whether you recognized him?

Answer: I was frightened when they arrested me.

Question: How differently did he look this time from what he looked before, was there any peculiar difference between them excepting his dress?

Answer: He had a thing on his head.

Question: Now I want to go back to what I was asking you the other day. Don’t you remember now anything about those three persons who were in there that night, that came in the room that night when you were in there with Mrs. Surratt,  the Negro girl pretended she was asleep  you thought she was asleep.

Answer: Well, there was a little girl that used to sleep in there with her.

Question: And she “played” asleep that night?

Answer: I didn’t pay any attention to her.

Question: I don’t mean the night they came to search the house, but the night but one before that when three men came to see Mrs. Surratt.

Answer: Well, indeed, I don’t recollect

Question: That was Friday night I believe. Don’t you remember of three men coming in there that night?

Answer: No, sir, I do not.

Question: Don’t you remember the fact of Mrs. Surratt getting up to let somebody in?

Answer: No, sir.

Question: She could not get up without waking you, could she?

Answer: She could get up without waking me.

Question: Do you remember whether you were disturbed, by her getting up?

Answer: No sir. Was it the night of the murder?

Question: I think it was the night of the murder.

Answer: I don’t know anything about it. I remember Mr. Wiechmann laughing and talking in the parlor. I was up with him until I think about 11 o’clock.

Question: Who was up there in the parlor with you?

Answer: Mrs. Surratt was in there, and her niece, and they retired. Anna went to bed early. She was sick that day. Mrs. Surratt was lively  talking with us. Indeed if anyone was there that night I did not know it.

Question: Was she laughing much  talking very lively?

Answer: Well, I did not notice any change in her. She said she had been down in the country that day with Mr. Wiechmann to her place, looking after some property. I don’t know, that is what she said.

Question: When did you last see John H. Surratt?

Answer: It was 3 weeks ago last Monday that I last saw him.

Question: Did you never have any suspicion that all these men were contriving something? Did you never hear them talking as though they were?

Answer: No, sir. Indeed I never heard them say anything.

Question: Did they seem to act in a suspicious manner, having a great many things to say up in the corner and keeping away from the rest of the family?

Answer: I know sometimes they were up at Mrs. Surratt’s room.

Question: How often did they do that?

Answer: Indeed I don’t know how often, but I know they went up there.

Question: Who would go up there?

Answer: Sometimes Mr. Booth would go up there,  sometimes Port Tobacco, and then Wood sometimes would.

Question: When was it that Mr. Surratt burnt some papers, do you remember?

Answer: Indeed I don’t know. If he burnt any I didn’t know that he did it.

Question: You were not there at that time?

Answer: I know I went to Baltimore and stayed a week at a time.

Question: Where were you on Easter Sunday?

Answer: I went down to church. I went there about half past 9 o’clock, and stayed there until mass was over. I went to church again in the evening. I don’t know what time it was. I went down there to see a child baptized. It was not dark when I got back. I went down to the German church and to late mass. It continues till ll or 12. Did not go to vespers. I was home all the afternoon and evening.



1 Nora Fitzpatrick, a boarder at Mary Surratt’s Washington house. Fitzpatrick was seventeen years old at the time of the assassination.

2 “Port Tobacco” was a name used by George Atzerodt, while “Wood” was an alias used by Lewis Powell.

(5:412–13, PW, Poore II:89, Pitman 121; DW, Poore II:185, III:466, Pitman 132)

Nora Fitzpatrick

Statement furnished by W. P. Wood

Superintendent O. C. Prison

Nora Fitzpatrick committed April 18, 1865

Is a native and resident of Washington D. C. Aged 19 years, is a daughter of Mr. James Fitzpatrick who is a runner or collector for some of the Washington banks. She has boarded in the house of Mrs. Surratt on H St. between 6th and 7th St. and at their former residence since Oct. 6, 1864. She did not know any of the conspirators in the late assassination of the President with the exception of John H. Surratt, previous to the family removing to Washington. Was introduced to J. Wilkes Booth, also to Atzerodt at the house on H Street. She went to Ford’s Theater on one occasion in company with Mr. John H. Surratt, Miss Annie Surratt being accompanied by Mr. Wiechmann.1 On another occasion went with a man named Wood, who was a tall black haired, beardless man (there is no doubt that this man Wood was in communication with Surratt, see report in case of Wiechmann).

This young woman is a plain unassuming girl and was not one that would be trusted with any plot and evidently knows nothing of the assassination.



1 Booth reserved the president’s box on March 15, 1865, for John Surratt and Lewis Powell accompanied by two of Mrs. Surratt’s boarders, Appolonia Dean and Honora Fitzpatrick. The purpose was for Surratt and Powell to familiarize themselves with the layout of the box and the theater.

(3:1001–2, PW, Poore II:89, Pitman 121; DW, Poore II:185, III:466, Pitman 132)
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Supposed to be from Nora Fitzpatrick to her grandma

Easter Sunday morning

5 o’clock AM

Dear Grandma,

As we have been anxious to hear from you for some time, and unable to do so, I have asked my friend Miss Triplet to call on you as I know she would write and let me know how you were. The only news we could ever get from you has been through Father H. and as the letters were truce letters, the news of course had to be condensed. Mother, Ell  Ben were well last week, when I last heard from them. A. is here with me. We expect to get home this week.

I do not know where the other boys are or whether they still live or not. Wherever they are a good God is with them. I have not heard one word from them since the evacuation. I hope they are at home as I expect they were included in the number who surrendered one week ago today. Tommy Finn was mortally wounded on last Sunday week, before Petersburg, and died on Monday night. Tom Kenny was also wounded after the army left P., at what place or time I have not heard. We heard his wound was serious if not mortal. I do not know of any others of our little flock who have fallen. Mr. Cutler was better when last I heard from him. The other members of the family were quite well. Mrs. Moran was very low when I heard from her. She has been suffering with an ulcer on the neck. Ell. M. was well. All other friends that I know of were as well as the times permit. All at home would, I know, join me in love to you. As Miss Triplet will write to me if you all still fear to write yourselves, tell her any news that may interest us and she will send it to Your affectionate friend

Nora

(3:1229–30)

“F” 721 (JAO) 1865

Fitzpatrick, Nora

War Department

Washington June 28th 1865

Received Of Bvt. Col. H. L. Burnett, Judge Advocate Forty-four (44) letters, from the valise of Mrs. Surratt, addressed to me.

Nora Fitzpatrick
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Washington City

23rd April 1865

John Fletcher


John Fletcher, an assistant at Nailor’s stables, 299 E Street, says that on the third of the month, Atzerodt brought two horses to the stable; one a large brown horse, blind in one eye,2 and the other a light bay horse. I think it was the off eye that was blind, am not certain. He is a very large, rough horse. I think he had a white star on his forehead, am not sure. He had a long bushy wavy tail. He had large rough feet with thick fetlocks. I think he was nearly 16 hands high.

Another ^The other^ horse, which he sold five or six days after coming in there, was a light bay with one white front foot and one white hind foot, and was a half stallion. The white feet were the right front  left hind feet. He said he sold that horse to Thompson, the stage contractor, and kept the other horse from the third till the 12th. On the 12th he took him away. I do not know where he took him to: but he came back on the 14th (on Friday) at I think a quarter past one, he brought in a bay horse mare, another horse still. He left the brown one away, for he told me he sold him in Montgomery County, with saddle  bridle. The ^bay mare^ was about 15 hands high, very nervous, quite skittish, bushy tail, very nice ^dark^ legs and mane. He had the a saddle covered with whitish leather, it looked worn ^as though it had been worn.^ I recognized the same saddle and bridle in the General’s office. This belonged to the horse that he said he sold.

When he came in with this bay mare, I asked him what he had done with his brown horse. He told me that he had sold him in Montgomery County  had got this bay mare. He told me to take the bay mare’s saddle and bridle off and feed her. About 7 o’clock in the evening of the 14th he went out with this mare again and stayed three-quarters of an hour  returned; told me not to remove the saddle and bridle, but that he would come again at 10 o’clock and then went away. He wanted me to be sure and keep the stable open till 10 o’clock. He came at 10 o’clock and got the mare  went rode away. Before he went out he asked me to go and take a glass of ale with him, and I did so; and coming back he spoke as if he was half tight though very excitedly and said that I would hear of a present about 11 o’clock. I did not understand what he meant.1

His acquaintance Herold hired a horse in the morning at ^half past^ 10 o’clock, saying that he wanted to ride out with a lady and would be back at four. When Atzerodt came back at 10 o’clock, Herold having not yet returned, I said, “Your acquaintance is staying away very late.” He said that that was alright; he had been delayed but would be back presently. I feared that as Atzerodt lived so far away, there was something wrong, I was walking on the Avenue so I walked ^I followed him^ down the avenue, got as far as the Kirkwood House, and saw him there dismount, go into the Kirkwood House, stay there a few minutes and then come out again and mount the mare and, riding along D Street, turn up into 10th Street. I did not go any further. I should think that was 20 minutes past 10. I came back up the Avenue again, and when I got most to the corner of Willard’s Hotel, I met Herold riding our horse. He was coming down from the direction of the Treasury building. He apparently saw me, and immediately put spurs to his horse, turned up 14th Street and down F so as (apparently) to avoid meeting me. I went back to the stable, put a saddle and bridle on a horse and rode up towards the Capitol, met some gentlemen and asked them if they had met a horse up there of such a color,  they said yes, they had met a man going very fast on such a horse and another one after him. At the Navy Yard Bridge the guard halted me, and I gave the description of the horse to the guard and he told me such a horse had crossed there. I asked him if I could cross the Bridge after him and he said yes, but I could not return. So I concluded to go no farther. When I got back to 14th Street again I went around to the ^Dorsey’s^ Stables  inquired if the horse had got back, and he said no. I went down 10th Street to the police office, by the direction of a sergeant, I went up to Gen. Augur’s office, and identified the saddle  bridle which they had found.2

Herold rode across the high bridge on our horse, a light roan with black legs, black tail  mane, belonging to Mr. Nailor. He It has not been found since; it racks  canters pretty fast, has good bottom; has a sore on the back from worn by the saddle.

The third of the month Atzerodt and a gentleman came to the stable about half past 6 o’clock in the evening, rode up horseback together; inquired for Mr. Nailor. This gentleman was dressed in black clothes, a very nice suit; black mustache; no beard at all, a light Kossuth hat with a black band around it. He said he wanted to put up a horse there, and that he was leaving the sale of him to this other gentleman  that he was going to Philadelphia and did not know when he would return. (Surratt’s picture being shown the witness, he recognizes in it the gentleman he saw with A. Surratt thinks it would look like him with the exception of the if it had a mustache) Atzerodt was (Being shown the saddle and bridle found on the stray horse near the Lincoln Hospital on Friday night, April 14th, he identifies them as belonging to Atzerodt and having been upon the large brown horse with one eye.)1



1 Fletcher’s statement linked Atzerodt and Herold and when taken together with other evidence gathered from Atzerodt’s room at the Kirkwood House linked the two men with John Wilkes Booth.

2 Booth purchased the “one-eyed” horse from Samuel Mudd’s neighbor during Booth’s visit with Mudd in December 1864. Lewis Powell rode the horse on the night of the assassination. It was later found by soldiers near Lincoln Cemetery east of the Capitol and brought into the 22nd Army Corps headquarters.

1 Atzerodt was alluding to the fact that there would be a coordinated attack around 10:00 P.M. This suggests that Atzerodt had intended to carry out his part in assassinating Vice President Andrew Johnson according to Booth’s orders.

2 Fletcher identified the saddle and bridle as belonging to George Atzerodt.
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Fleury, James A.

Letterhead: Office of the Provost Marshal, First Congressional District, N.Y.

Jamaica, L. I. May 30, 1865

Brig. Gen. James B. Fry

Provost Marshal Gen. N. S.

Washington DC

General,

I have the honor to state that Capt. Oscar Hendricks, an Engineer Officer of the staff of Major Gen. Edward Johnson of the so-called Confederate States Army and to whom Henry Van Steinaker,2 a witness for the prosecution in the trial of the Conspirators was slated to have been detailed in the report of May 29th is a registered paroled prisoner, residing in this District at Union Course, Long Island.

I have felt it my duty to call your attention to this fact in case his testimony or presence might be deemed of any importance to the government in establishing any fact or point of importance in its effort to ferret out the perpetrators, aiders or abettors of that diabolical plot to destroy the lives of the President, Cabinet Officers and others.

I have had no conversation with Hendricks on the subject and am not aware that he has any knowledge of Von Steinaker or of the meeting of the Rebel officers on the subject as testified to, but have considered from the disclosure of the testimony adduced that the ramifications of the plot are so widespread that it is not at all impossible and in that view of the case have submitted this communication for your consideration and decision.

And in view of whatever importance, if any, may be attached to this, have taken liberty of forwarding it direct to save a mail.

I will forward a duplicate through the AA Pro. Mar. Gen. Bvt. Lt. Col. R. S. Dodge, NSA

I have the honor to remain, General,

Most Respectfully

Your Obedient Servant

Jas. N. Fleury

Capt.  Pro. Mar.

1st Dist. N.Y.



1 Fletcher’s statement that David Herold passed over the Navy Yard bridge sometime around 11:00 P.M. on a horse stolen from Fletcher’s stable caused General C. C. Augur to send a unit of the 13th New York cavalry after him. Shortly after noon on Saturday, April 15, the troops arrived in Bryantown, where they set up their headquarters.

2 Henry Von Steinacker testified at the trial that he was an officer on the staff of Confederate general Edward Johnson and that Booth had met with certain officers of the 2nd Virginia Regiment in the summer of 1863 to discuss Lincoln’s assassination (PW, Poore I:20, Pitman 38).
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Letters found upon Ford, unimportant, no reference to assassination

Sunday at Beverly M. Carlisle’s place near Frederick Md. April 9th 1865

My Dear Betsy

I arrived safe here last night; find it important to go on to West Va. tomorrow to look after my lands. May go on to Iowa if anyone wants me very much they can write me to St. Louis. I want you to send all my letters for one week there and then keep the balance until I come, or write you again. Hope you all get along well. Tell Henry to be a good boy and I will bring him some maple sugar from the west.

Send all letters to care of Maj. James Hanna. Don’t put an h to the end of the name, it annoys him.

If Mr. West calls tell him I was sorry I did not see him before I left and may be back in time if I go further than Clarksburg tell him to write to me to St. Louis or let me know when he will be in Peoria. I will go there on my way to Iowa if I go there, or return that way.

My compliments to Mr. F and Henry, Pa

Monday morning. I will start soon for town to take the cars for Clarksburg. I would like to be in W. this morning to get Ma’s letter. If there is one come on if one comes in a day or two send to Wapells Iowa after 3 or 4 days, send to St. Louis.

If Lucy gets a chance to go to Pittsburg with some of the preachers that come to the conference, let her have money enough to pay her expenses, say $21 and charge it to me. Tell her I was sorry to away and leave her but I had some business that I was compelled to attend to.

Hope you are all getting along well, Pa.

“F” 662 (JAO) 1865

Clarksburg, W.Va.

Tuesday morning

April 11, 1865

My Dear Bess,

I have just arrived here and found that Judge Chopin has passed on to Washington. I want you to see him if possible. I think he will be at the Soldier’s Retreat. I hope he will not be mustered in now as the war is over. The girls sent a dispatch to me. Hope you got it and found the Judge. I wrote you from Clarksburg Frederick. I go over to Parkersburg tomorrow morning.

Tell Judge Chopin I am anxious to see him released for I have some business for him to attend out here that will be profitable. Tell him I am not going to let him break up keeping house.

I will write to Brooklyn today.

Compliments to all, Love to Henry

God Bless You

Pa


	HARRY CLAY FORD1	(5:456–88, DW, Spangler, Poore II:548, Pitman 99)


“F” R.B. (JAO) P68 1865

Washington, D. C.

20th April 1865

Statement of H. Clay Ford

H. Clay Ford states as follows:

That he did not see Booth on Monday or Tuesday, but thinks he saw him Wednesday at the theater. Thinks it was at night; in the box office of the theater. Mr. Sessford was selling tickets, and I was sitting by him. It was while the performance was going on. Do not remember the number of the act, should think about 9 o’clock. He came in and commenced saying, “We are all slaves now.” He went on to say that, “If a man were to go out and insult a nigger now he would be knocked down by the nigger and nothing would be done to the nigger.” Mr. Raybold, who was there, told him that “he should not insult a nigger then”, and then he went on to talk about niggers down south on the plantations. He said that he could do as much work as any other white man, but he knew that he could not do the work that a nigger could. Then they talked about a farm out in Maryland. He said he thought he could do as much work as any white man but did not think he could work down there in the southern fields. I do not think he said any more than that. He just went on talking about niggers, and we would not argue with him any more, and he went out of the office. Mr. Sessford and Mr. Raybold were there. Mr. Raybold sits in the office and helps sell tickets. Think He answered Booth when he commenced talking about niggers. Think all three of us answered him. I told him when he said we were all slaves, that I did not see how he made that out. Then he brought up this—that if you insult a nigger he will knock you down. He talked about prisoners coming in with a colored guard over them. He said it was a shame thus to hurt the feelings of the Southern people, or words to that effect. In reply I said something to this effect; that Gen. Lee sent ^wanted^ niggers to fight down there, and that if niggers were good enough to fight they were good enough to do military duty. Raybold did not say much; he did not seem ready to argue. Our ticket man did not say much of anything. I guess he was there about thirty minutes. He then went out of the office. I do not know whether he went inside or outside. Did not see him again that night. Saw him on Thursday morning in front of the theater. I did not see anyone with him then. He was there alone. He was standing, walking and sitting about there on the gallery steps. He did not have any political conversation with me. I asked him how much money he could lend me for a year. He asked me how much I wanted. I told him I wanted to raise one, two or three thousand dollars, as much as he could let me have. He did not give me any answer at all. He appeared to be perfectly sober. I think he said, “I will see about it.” In the conversation that we had the next day, I cannot recollect particularly what he said. I only saw him about 5 or 10 minutes that day.

Question: Was not there something said on this occasion about having a very fine spectacle or scene at the theater the next day?

Answer: Not to me, did not hear him say anything about having a fine play at the time of the illumination. I only saw him once on Thursday; was not associated with him lately. He used to come frequently to the office and stop there. The whole company around there would speak to him, and say, “How do you do” and ask him to take a drink, and then he would go out. Sometimes he would come into the office, and sometimes would stay outside. He was as intimate with me as anyone, I should think. Next to me, Mr. Harry, who kept a restaurant there, one door below, toward the avenue, and the man that keeps a restaurant there now by the name of Grillo, and Mr. McCollum. I don’t know whether he ever asked him to take a drink with him or not. He was acquainted with him. I think he roomed near him at the National Hotel. Lately I have not been taking many drinks with him, though I was doing so about two or three weeks ago. He has generally asked nearly everyone in the barroom when he came in at Mr. Ferguson’s to drink. Ferguson keeps a restaurant on the opposite ^other^ side of the theater from Grillo’s. I have often seen him ^with^ the man named Ned Spangler. He is a carpenter, and never associated with him us at all, in the though when he was in the barroom he would ask him to drink. I have seen him asked four or five times. He was very well acquainted with Mr. Gifford, the janitor and superintendent and head carpenter there. I think those are all the hands with whom he was familiar.

On Friday, I first saw him about the same hour, between 10 and three o’clock, I think it was during the rehearsal, which commences sometimes at ten and sometimes at eleven. It generally gets through about two and sometimes three, sometimes by four and later. I do not think the “American Cousin” would take from an hour and a half or two hours. At that time I saw him right in front of the gallery door at the theater on 10th street; the lowest door beyond ^toward^ the avenue where the entrance to the gallery is. He was coming up ^down^ the street and I was standing at the door from the Avenue F St. He stopped there near where I was. I was standing near the door above where I stood. When he came there I do not know whether he asked for a letter or not, but Mr. Raybold ran into the office and brought him out a letter. He generally had his letters directed to the theater. On Thursday he and Mr. Grillo were speaking about Gen. Lee. Mr. Grillo was saying Gen. Lee was the greatest General in the world and I contradicted him about it. Booth said, “He is a very good General but I don’t like the way he surrendered”, as much to say that he was an enemy to Lee because he surrendered. He spoke about Lee’s receiving his sword in the Senate Chamber in Richmond and swore he never would surrender, that he would die on the battlefield before he would surrender. The next day as he came up I said to the crowd, “here is a man that don’t like General Lee”  he made the same assertion that he did the day before. That was in the theater door as you go into the office. Then I commenced joking with him. The saying common with us is, “Who is doing this, you or me.” Then I said, “Who surrendered that army, Grant you or Lee.” I said, “General Lee, is a good General and I guess he knowed what he ought to do and what he wants to do.”

He said something about “being called a Southern man or as brave a man as General Lee is.” “Well” said I, “you have not got three stars yet to show it”. He then commence opening his letter. Then I left for a while and went into the office. On coming out again, I found him seated on the steps where he was on Thursday, the steps leading into the office. I asked him about that money again. I desired the money to go in partnership with Mr. Brady in his gymnasium. I expected to get some from him, some from my brother  some from Mr. Grillo they had promised me. Said he, “Harry, that is too much money, you can build a gymnasium for that.” I said “That is what I want to do. We He did not say that he would do anything want to rebuild this.” He says, “Well, I will see about it.” Did not say that he would do anything. I think he was reading the letter then. He did not make any remark in reference to the letter. I do not know whether the letter consisted of two or three sheets written over. It was notepaper I think; appeared to be written all over both sheets. I don’t recollect positively, but I think the writing was rather large. If I remember right it was zigzag all full of writing. Did not see any blank on it at all. He had not finished the letter when I left him. Was reading it still. I do not remember of seeing Evans coming along there before I left. I know Evans. I did not see him until after that Never ^saw Booth^ again till I saw him that night on the stage just about to rise up on his feet and running across the stage with a knife in his hand. Do not remember whether the knife was pointed down or up. I was in the office putting down the number of Parquette  dress circle seats. Mr. Raybold, ^Mr. Sessford^ and Miss Keene’s husband were there also. I heard a pistol shot, and said I, “that was not in the piece.” It did not frighten me much, I thought it had accidentally gone off on the stage. These other two went up to the window. I heard a buzz all over the theater and went in myself. Mr. Sessford and Mr. Raybold got to the window before me. I think. They said they saw him jump down. I did not. I believe he fell in the place where I saw him, but he was on his feet as though just getting up, and then started to run. I fully identified him. I know it was Booth. It was impressed on my mind that it was him by Mr. Sessford saying, “By God, there is John Booth crazy”. He is ticket agent. He stays at his brother-in-laws, Mr. Lamb, at the picture frame gallery between 13th and 14th. His He was looking through ^into^ the theater at him at the time. He could see him at the time. I think it was Mr. Sessford, but am not certain. I do not remember that there was a man buying a ticket at the time. Could hear the pistol shot distinctly, yet it was not a very large report. There is a small window looking into the theater; it is large enough for two or three of us to look, one head above the other. I do not recollect the names of any parties who hired the boxes under the President that night. We don’t register the names, of those who take boxes save the President’s. Do not believe there were any sold, as far as my memory goes. I was just making up the house. Had the orchestra down,  when the shot was fired was about to go into the counting ^put down the number^ parquette  dress circle tickets. The ticket agent had control of the sale of the boxes at night. Did not give any directions as to whether there were any to be sold or not. There were no particular instructions in regard to it. There were none reserved to my knowledge except the one for the President; the only one that there were any instructions about. Either of the Ford ^myself or my brother^ could give instructions. I do not know whether he gave instructions about it or not. If he did not, no person could have assumed the authority, but unless my brother or I gave the order, he had no right to do so. We would hold him responsible for it and make him pay for the box. There was nothing said about the boxes not being sold between me and Miss Keene’s agent. We sometimes have discussions. I do not remember that he referred to the fact. Sometimes we have only one sold in a whole week, sometimes two a night and sometimes more. Do not know whether anybody applied for the purchase of a box that night. We would trust to the honor of our ticket agent. We have tickets for each box from 1 up to 8. You can see whether the box tickets were sold or not by my books. The book is still there. We have the day of the week on the back of the tickets. The usher on the side of the theater is Mr. James O’Brien. I think he lives on 12th street between F  G. He was not acquainted with Booth and only knew him by sight and to speak to. O’Brien, I should judge by his conversation, is a good Union man. The duty of the general superintendent, Mr. Gifford; he is the carpenter and superintendent; we call him the head carpenter or janitor; has the charge of the theater. He hires the people to clean the house, although we pay. His duty is to oversee the mechanical operations of the theater.

Gifford gets the biggest salary with the exception of Mr. Lamb, the scenic artist, who has nothing to do but painting; has no charge of anything but painting. O’Brien’s duties are to seat people in the house. Has no business duties in the daytime at the theater, though he can come in in the daytime if he wishes. He is permitted to bring anybody with him. Mr. Gifford could prevent him, but he has the liberty to come. As a rule if he took a stranger in he would not be stopped. We have two ushers upstairs  three downstairs. Mr. Joseph Sessford’s duties are to sell tickets at the box window; box, orchestra, parquette  dress circle. He helps me count the house at night. He would be permitted to bring a friend in the daytime. He knows who is on the free list. What he don’t know who we give passes for. Actors are deadheads. Mr. Gildner comes next. His business is upstairs at the gallery door. He duties are similar to the others. A Mr. Buckingham is officer of the house too. I think Buckingham lives in the Navy Yard. He works there, I know, in one of the shops. I think his name is John. We call him “Buck”.

Mr. Henry Sander comes next in the list. Do not know his residence. He has the same duties upstairs that the others have in the house.

Next comes Thomas Raybold, who lives in Baltimore, but stays while in Washington between 10th  11th on E Street. In Baltimore he lives on the corner of Saratoga and Paca Sts. His business is a kind of outside clerk, a manager to take advertisements around; if there are any dispatches to take away, he takes them. He also helps around the office. He was a janitor ^doorkeeper^, but Mr. Buckingham keeps now. He is a very good upholsterer; a very good hand at putting down carpets or decorations.

Then, I think, come the carpenters. The first carpenter’s name is Ned Spangler. I do not know where he lives in the city. He is originally from Baltimore. His duty is to make scenery; to put a canvas on the scenery  do all the carpenter work about the theater. He may shift the scenes. Mr. Gifford superintends the scene shifting too, but he is what we call a “second hand”. Mr. Gifford is the man who is responsible for the condition of the stage during the play. We ordinarily have, I think, four shifters besides two day and night hands ^making six at night^. I do not know their names. Spangler is the only one I know of all of them. Mr. Gifford has the entire charge. I have always thought Mr. Gifford was inclined to be Southern in his sentiments. He is very quiet. He never; I have not heard him speak about it since the recent victories. I have never had anything to do with Spangler. Never talked to him. Do not know what his sentiments are. We regard him as a workman about there.

There are two carpenters. I do not know the other one. We give our sceneshifters three dollars a week. I think Mr. Spangler gets 15 dollars, the other one 15 dollars, the other 12 dollars, making 42 dollars to carpenters besides Mr. Gifford.

The stage manager has the direction of moving of all the furniture on the stage, or the property. That is John B. Wright. We have a very good property man; he always sees that this is done. Mr. Wright gives notice to the property man, and the property man has to do it. The carpenter has nothing to do with it. When they are waiting for a new scene they generally have the furniture in the aisle or entrances, but if it does not come in for two or three scenes after, we have it in the green room. We have no furniture room. We use the green room for parlor while the actors are waiting. Generally the scenes are shoved up toward the wall. leaving We leave a place for them. The main passageway behind the scenes are always perfectly clear. The house cleaners are Negro women. I do not know their names. Maddox is the name of the property man. I do not know what his sentiments are. I think he is a Union man, but I do not whether he is a Union man, or a secessionist kind of both. My impression is that if anyway he might be a “little on the secesh”, but very little. I know he is not strong.

The prompter is Mr. Ferguson. I do not know whether he prompts now. Mr. Wright, the stage manager generally prompts. Mr. Ferguson used to be our prompter. Mr. Ferguson is a young actor there. I don’t know who was acting as prompter the night of the murder. I heard Mr. Raybold say that he should think that whoever was there, he did not mention anybody’s name, could have jumped out.

We have a doorkeeper at the back door, John; I don’t know his last name. The boys call him “Peanut”. He is expected to keep the back door, and he works around the theater. He is to keep all strangers out, everybody. Mr. Gifford gives him his instructions and so does Mr. Wright. His instructions are to not let strangers on the stage. People who are not connected with the theater do come there; for instance the actors at Grover’s come there to get the wardrobe. During the acting we would allow them to come in. I do not know what Peanut was doing that night. I only heard that he held the horse. I think I heard from my brother, James, that Booth came there and called Ned and he came down.

I have not been in the habit of going behind the scenes at Grover’s; have only 2 or three times been in front. I went there behind the scenes once with an actor while the acting was going on. They allowed professionals to come in.

I know the plot of the “American Cousin.” Do not know how the scenery works. The first scene is what is called a parlor scene. The first is a parlor scene, Do not know what is called the second scene. Then comes the second what we call a scene in one. The third scene I think is a garden or dairy scene, I am not certain which; a family scene I think. The dairy scene is the first one in the second act. I believe that same scene is on all through the second act. In the third act I believe there are four scenes. Do not know the first scene in the third act. Think the second scene is a scene in one again. That was the last one on that night.

The scenes run in rows, we don’t take them out of place at all. There would be the scene in one, a passageway. They do not run all the way back against the wall. We always have the passageway clear. In this theater we have no scenery room. Most theaters have them run in a large high room.

Do not know whether they have books or sheets of paper to describe this flag. Did not see Wright anywhere when I saw Booth running across the stage. Wright is a Union man. I think there could be no mistake about it; he has always been a very strong Union man though never loud. He had to leave Baltimore the 19th of April/ 61.

Do not know whether or not there is any lock on the door of the box entering into in the front of the passageway to the President’s box. Do not believe I was ever in the box but once, and that was that very day when I went there to fix the box myself, as Mr. Raybold had the Neuralgia in his face  could not attend to it. We put two flags up and a gentleman from the Treasury Department came  brought me the other flag and I fixed it in its place. Put inside the two American flags on both sides, the blue flag on the other in the center, hung Gen. Washington’s picture under it. I remember of leaving my knife there; used it to cut the strings with. I left it on the balustrade or somewhere there. Did not notice a hole in the door or in the wall. Did not take particular notice of the wall or door however.

Do not think I would have noticed it. Do not know remember the time of day that we were there, draping the box. Think it was somewhere between 4 and 6, long after rehearsal. Did not see Booth about there then. It was daylight and we did not have to use gas. There was no gaslight there. There might have been gaslight in the office, as they usually have it in the daytime when they wish to write.

It was not the custom when the President or other distinguished men came there to place a sentry at the door or a man to keep the public peace. I guess the President has been to our theater about 8 times. He came when Forrest was there  Mrs. Lincoln sometime came without him. At the opening of the season he came very often, 4 nights out of 6. the last time before this he was at Mr. Clark’s benefit with Gen. Grant, about two months ago. He had the same box then; always used the same box.

Do not know anything about Booth’s stable.

Booth never invited me to ask the President to come there. He asked me repeatedly if the President was not coming some night with some such language as this, “Why don’t the old bugger come there sometimes.” He came there once and Booth was out of the city. Did not hear any expressions of regret that he was not there. Some months back the only Two months ago I used to associate with Booth a great deal, until I had a controversy with him in Mrs. Peterson’s house in the room of which that Mr. Mathews and Warwick had, (where the President died) while talking politics. I had been drinking and expressed myself rather freely, Union statements, and I never associated with him so much after that. He said down in Mr. Potentine’s saloon (on Penn Ave. a few doors above 10th Street), that something would happen in two weeks that would astonish the world. That was about two months ago. Someone ^Mr. Brady^ remarked, “What is he ^are you^ going to do, kill Jeff Davis, take Richmond or play Hamlet a hundred nights?” He did not say what he was going to do. Brady is a very decided Unionist.

Think there were a great many who could have assisted Booth at the theater in this murder, but do not know of any one more than another.

Do not know what two men could render the most assistance. Mr. Wright and Mr. Gifford could facilitate the escape behind the scenes. The carpenters and the property man could be the most useful in keeping the sceneries in the proper place away from the wall.

I am a loyal man. Should think the carpenters are the ones who could have assisted him in arranging the box previous to the murder. Should suppose they could do more than anybody else.

Spangler is under the control of Gifford. I heard afterwards that Gifford was standing outside the theater, walking up and down on the pavement in front. He is a kind As an ordinary rule Spangler is the one who is generally there and takes charge. Mr. Spangler was there when I fixed the box. I do not know whether he was there when I was not there. A colored man brought me a stepladder when I put up the flag. There might have been something else done at the time I was there but without my knowledge. Mr. Gifford was on the stage while I was fixing it. There was no one with him on the stage talking with him. When I asked for two flags to put around the picture he said, “There is no necessity of that.” Mr. Hall was there at the time. He did not make any remark about the President being there or being shot that night.

Know Spangler very well, and think perhaps he might be influenced by other persons easily. Think the drinks he took with Booth were merely owing to the fact that Booth knew him.

Do not know whether Spangler is a desperate man; but he is low and vulgar; very vulgar in his conversation; tells dirty stories; is rough. Do not think he has the courage of some roughs, yet he is rough, and if he did not have work he would probably be a loafer.

Maddox is what we call a very nice fellow; not a very hard drinker. Drinks pretty freely though. Is always a straightforward, honest man. Think he is a native of Washington.

H. Clay Ford



1 Harry Ford, the younger brother of John Ford and the treasurer of Ford’s Theatre, supervised arranging the Presidential Box on the day of the assassination. Ford’s statement is valuable for its details of activity on April 14.
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H. Clay Ford

Statement furnished by W. P. Wood1

Supt. of O. C. Prison

H. Clay Ford was arrested in Washington D.C. on April 17, 1865. Committed to O. C. Prison same day. Is a native of Baltimore Md. Aged 21 years. Claims residence in Baltimore County. Occupation: Treasurer of Ford’s Theater, Washington. The duties as Treasurer of the theater is disbursement and receipt of all monies, besides which to sell tickets and such matters as a general interest would present for the benefit of the company.

He has been personally acquainted with J. Wilkes Booth for the past two (2) years. Has been on intimate terms with him for the past eight months. Has often heard J. Wilkes Booth express himself as a secessionist. Has drank with Booth in the drinking saloons near the theater about ten or twelve times, but never had any confidential relations with him. H. Clay Ford was present in the office part of the day and the night of the assassination, does not recollect of any application being made for any of the private boxes. T. J. Raybold and James R. Ford were in the office during his absence during the day in question and Joseph Sessford was in the office officiating at the window of the office during the evening of the murder. James. R. Bryon is the usher on the tier and side of the theater in proximity to the box occupied by President Lincoln.

H. Clay Ford declares that he had never known or heard of any of the accomplices of Booth previous to the publication of their names. H. Clay Ford claims to be a loyal man. Having never uttered a disloyal sentence at any time nor to any person, since or before the rebellion.



1 William P. Wood.


	JOHN T. FORD1	(3:1003–9)
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Letters found upon Ford, unimportant, no reference to assassination Sunday at Beverly M. Carlisle’s place near Frederick Md. April 9th 1865

My Dear Betsy

I arrived safe here last night; find it important to go on to West Va. tomorrow to look after my lands. May go on to Iowa if anyone wants me very much they can write me to St. Louis. I want you to send all my letters for one week there and then keep the balance until I come, or write you again. Hope you all get along well. Tell Henry to be a good boy and I will bring him some maple sugar from the west.

Send all letters to care of Maj. James Hanna. Don’t put an h to the end of the name, it annoys him.

If Mr. West calls tell him I was sorry I did not see him before I left and may be back in time if I go further than Clarksburg tell him to write to me to St. Louis or let me know when he will be in Peoria. I will go there on my way to Iowa if I go there, or return that way.

My compliments to Mr. F and Henry, Pa

Monday morning. I will start soon for town to take the cars for Clarksburg. I would like to be in W. this morning to get Ma’s letter. If there is one come on if one comes in a day or two send to Wapells Iowa after 3 or 4 days, send to St. Louis.

If Lucy gets a chance to go to Pittsburg with some of the preachers that come to the conference, let her have money enough to pay her expenses, say $21 and charge it to me. Tell her I was sorry to away and leave her but I had some business that I was compelled to attend to.

Hope you are all getting along well, Pa.



1 Despite his prominence and loyal connections, Ford was arrested and held in the Carroll Annex of the Old Capitol Prison, where he was held for a month. Booth appeared at Ford’s Theatre in November 1862, November 1863, and March 1865. On the day of the assassination Ford was in Richmond visiting his in-laws. His Washington theater was left in the care of his brother Harry Clay Ford.
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Clarksburg, W.Va.

Tuesday morning

April 11, 1865

My Dear Bess,

I have just arrived here and found that Judge Chopin has passed on to Washington. I want you to see him if possible. I think he will be at the Soldier’s Retreat. I hope he will not be mustered in now as the war is over. The girls sent a dispatch to me. Hope you got it and found the Judge. I wrote you from Clarksburg Frederick. I go over to Parkersburg tomorrow morning.

Tell Judge Chopin I am anxious to see him released for I have some business for him to attend out here that will be profitable. Tell him I am not going to let him break up keeping house.

I will write to Brooklyn today.

Compliments to all, Love to Henry

God Bless You

Pa

(6:508–9, DW, Spangler, Poore II:527, III:474, Pitman 102, 104)
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Jas. R.  H. Clay Ford

Telegram to J. H. Simonds, Franklin, Pa. (Booth’s partner in the oil business) announcing that President Lincoln had been assassinated on the previous evening, at their theater, by J. Wilkes Booth.

J. H. Simonds

Franklin April 15, 1865

From Washington DC

The President of the United States was assassinated by J. Wilkes Booth at our theater last evening see daily papers for full particulars.

James R  H Clay Ford

(5:441–55, DW, Spangler, Poore II:527, III:474, Pitman 102, 104)
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Statement of John T. Ford

Carroll Prison

April 28th 1865

Mr. J. Ford (examined by Col. Olcott)

Question: Where were you the night of the murder?

Answer: I had been in Richmond; left here Friday; left City Point in the morning boat.

Question: How long has Spangler been in your employ?

Answer: The first I knew of him I saw him at work. He is a Baltimore carpenter. I brought over a number from Baltimore. He shifts scenes during the night  is a carpenter during the day.

Question: How long has Maddox been with you?

Answer: Seven or eight years, ever since he was a boy. He was in the old Wash. Theater; property boy. He furnishes the movables about the stage, and has to take care of them.

Question: How long has Gifford been with you?

Answer: He changed the theater in Baltimore for me. He is one of the best theater carpenters in the world. He built the theater here for me.

Question: What is Spangler’s general character?

Answer: I have always believed him to be a half worthless man. He drinks. He seems to me to work hard, but there is no pride in him.

Question: Ever heard him express any decided opinions upon the Prest., emancipation, or anything of that kind?

Answer: Never, sir. I would not talk to him about matters of that kind. I had not been familiar with the theater; my brother is. My wife has been sick and I have been absent.

Question: How long have you known Wilkes Booth?

Answer: I have known him since he was a boy 16 years ago. I saw a great deal of consistency in his conversation with the letter surrendered by Mr. Clarke. He uttered sentiments like these. He was not a man of a great deal of capacity. He could not really tell what was right. He prated the same stuff that he wrote there about loving the country, etc. Some five or six months ago in Baltimore he had such a conversation with me.

Question: When was the last engagement you had with him?

Answer: He played with me—I cannot be positive of about dates—last season. He played two nights. This season for benefits: one night at my theater; one night at Grover’s. He played last season $500 for six nights.

Question: How long since he has been in the habit of visiting your theater?

Answer: Last season he was not here much, but when I opened this season he commenced coming and being regularly about. I said, “John, why don’t you go and act? How foolish it is to remain about Washington.” He said he could make more in oil. He talked about oil; it seemed to be an infatuation with him. I did not dream or suspect anything else, but thought it was sincere. His brother-in-law  Jun played this season. He said that he would not play again; that he wanted to give Junius a chance. I thought it was a valid objection to his acting.

Question: Did you know he had a stable in the rear of the theater?

Answer: Not until afterwards.

Question: Did not know your materials had been used?

Answer: No, sir.

Question: Did not know Gifford and Spangler made it for him?

Answer: No, sir.

Question: Was there any intercourse between Booth and these people?

Answer: I knew that between Edwin and Gifford there was some ill feeling. Gifford built the house for old man Booth and it was not settled for; Gifford could not cover the balance. In consequence of which he lost his own dwelling house. That created ill feeling. Edwin said, “How I hate that man!” Gifford said to me in the yard here as we were passing, “I have lost my property by the old man,  my liberty by the young one.”

Question: What do you think about the letter of Junius?

Answer: The words of the letter I heard from his own lips. As soon as Richmond had fallen he thought it was foolishness for Wilkes to remain in Washington dabbling in oil stocks. He thought they would go down with other things.

Question: Can you state of your own personal knowledge that Junius is a loyal man?

Answer: I can. He played with me for two weeks. I never met him until this year. I gave him $100 a night. The advantage he has is his great resemblance to his father than in his acting. His conversation always exhibited to me a strongly loyal spirit; a great desire for the success of the Union cause. Mr. Clarke is more positive. I never conversed with Edwin on the subject.

Question: How lately have you been through the theater before the murder?

Answer: I was there I think at Brady’s Ball and the Ball given to the Treasury regiment. I have been there but once since; about the first of March, six or seven weeks ago.

Question: How do you explain that a bar was placed convenient to put across the door, and a place cut in the wall for it?

Answer: He must have had some assistance in the theater, or conveyed it there himself.

Question: Which is most likely?

Answer: I leave that to you.

Question: Did you see the wall?

Answer: I have not been there.

Question: Is it likely that he had an opportunity to come in and make the hole in the wall and fit the bar?

Answer: He could.

Question: What time?

Answer: He could do it in the afternoon when the carpenters  people would be away from there. Sometimes you can go through the theater and hardly find anyone. Gifford should be about except at meal times,  then Spangler or some other one should be there to take charge. Frequently they may be in the carpenter shop. Booth could have done anything in the world in that theater. His letters came directed to my care. No one suspected him of criminal designs.

Question: Was it necessary for the carpenter to have the passage clear for him to run through?

Answer: Not necessarily. A man could be of assistance to him; He knew the way to the door in the rear. There is never any obstruction there. It must be kept clear for the people to pass. A night like that there would be no necessity for obstructing the passageway, on account of the play; in some plays it might be. In the “American Cousin”, there was no necessity but for any of the scenery upon the stage which would leave the passageway clear.

Question: What part have you taken in politics?

Answer: My father and brothers have been Whigs; we never voted a Democratic ticket.

Question: What since the war began?

Answer: In a city like Baltimore where the parties are divided, I have taken no part as I have a place of public amusement. I have subscribed liberally to every charitable affair got up for the soldiers.

Question: Have you subscribed for the other side?

Answer: No, sir. I married in Richmond a poor milliner girl,  I went down there recently to see my wife’s mother and my mother’s brother, a man of 70 years of age. I have sent, when requested, to personal acquaintances, five or ten dollars, to Fort Delaware to buy tobacco or things like that. I have had no correspondence with the south.

Question: Would you have suspected from Wilkes Booth’s conversation that he was engaged in a conspiracy like this?

Answer: Never. He was the last man I would have suspected. When I heard of it, I did not hear of it until Sunday evening in Richmond, it was that Edwin Booth had killed the President and I said it was impossible as I knew he was not in Washington. That moment I recollected Wilkes Booth was in Washington; That he was boyish and foolish enough for it. He had pluck. He was always training, riding, shooting, at the gymnasium etc.

Question: Who were his associates here?

Answer: I never knew except about the company of the theater. I didn’t know anyone he associated with in the city. I was on the boat with Arnold; thought it was his brother, but it was not. His brother was a bad boy, would get drunk about the theater.

Question: What are the habits of Samuel Arnold?

Answer: I do not know.

(6:510–12, DW, Spangler, Poore II:527, III:474, Pitman 102, 104)
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Statement of John T. Ford

Furnished by W. P. Wood

Supt. O. C. Prison

John T. Ford, committed April 18, 1865, was arrested on that day; is a native and resident of Baltimore, Md.; thirty years of age; by profession a theatrical manager; has traveled considerably (professionally); is the owner of Ford’s Theater on 10th St. in Washington City; is acquainted with J. Wilkes Booth; has known him for 15 years; knew him as the only southern sympathizer in the Booth family. He always talked to Ford moderately and quietly on that subject; was never employed by Ford but twice, once for a week in Baltimore and again for the same time in Washington. His engagement in Washington was about fifteen months ago.

Booth was in the habit of frequenting the theater and had his letters directed there to the care of Ford’s Theater. He had the privilege of entering any part of the theater (a courtesy always extended to actors in good standing) and upon one occasion offered voluntarily to play without reward for the benefit of H. Clay Ford. J. T. Ford supposes that such offers were made to make himself more acceptable as a visitor. He also played for Mr. McCullough’s benefit, in the same way and by this liberality, he was rather popular with Mr. Ford’s company.

On the night of the assassination, J. T. Ford was absent and in Richmond, Va. where he had gone by permission of the War Department, signed by Col. Pelouge. Said visit was for the purpose of relieving the necessities of his (Ford’s) wife’s and his own relatives; Two of them took the oath of allegiance at Ford’s request. He (Ford) was there two days and hearing of the murder of the President, returned at once to Washington via Baltimore. He never knew Herold or Surratt or Atzerodt, or is he known to have heard of them before the murder. He denies having any knowledge of anything from which he might infer that Booth contemplated the murder. Booth always represented to Ford that he stayed in Washington because he could do better speculating in coal lands, oil lands, etc. etc..
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John T. Ford

Carroll Prison

Washington DC

Personal

Col. T. Ingraham

Provost Marshal Gen.

Def. No of Pot

Col.

I enclose an application of John T. Ford to be permitted a parole of a few days to enable him to go to his home in Baltimore.

Mr. Ford is the owner of Ford’s Theater  is consequently held here for a possible connection with the assassination, but he was absent  in Richmond by permission of the War Department when it took place  in my opinion and Mr. Woods also, as well as others, he knew nothing whatever of it. He will deposit any security for his return  as the favor has been granted to others similarly situated here, I respectfully forward his petition and ask to have it sent up to the proper authority. He is very anxious to hear from it today if possible.

Very Resp. Your obt. Servt.

N. T. Colby

Lt. Col.

(2:1196–97, DW, Poore II:527, III:474, Pitman 102, 104)

“F” 359 (JAO) 1865

Col. Colby

Commanding Carroll Prison

Dear Sir,

Pressing family duties induces me to ask a parole for two or more days to visit my home in Baltimore. I am ready to give any pledges, or if it need be any security, for my return as well as my deportment while away with me. The restraint I have been under and which is still imposed has borne and still bears, very seriously upon my family and business. The favor I now crave will be an infinite relief and of great service.

My family comprises six children and a very delicate wife. I have been here twenty-five days (25).

Very regardfully

Jno T. Ford

Carroll Prison Saturday, May 13th

(2:1198, DW, Poore II:527, III:474, Pitman 102, 104)
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Carroll Prison, Old Capitol

Washington, April 21st 1865

C. A. Dana

Asst. Secretary of War

Sir,

You will doubtless remember a letter of mine sent to you endorsed by the Hon. H. Winter Davis,1 relative to one of the Provost Marshals of Baltimore who was afterwards [unintelligible word].

Presuming on that slight knowledge of me on your part, I have taken the liberty to write you this letter.

While hastening to Washington from Richmond,2 where I lived a part of my boyhood, and where some aged relatives yet reside (my visit to them was to serve their necessities and urge their profession of earnest loyalty in which I succeeded) I was arrested and conveyed, without examination, here. Eager to serve the cause of law and justice, shocked and horrified at the fearful tragedy, I thought I might aid the authorities in their examinations and such was my intent. But now, after being wronged and injured by the assassin making my place the scene of his parricidal deed to an extent never to be amended. I am deprived of liberty, separated from a large young family, from a large number of people dependent upon me, and if retained here, my fame tarnished in the estimation of the world, which is ever ready to accept a commitment here as some evidence of guilt. I entreat your influence to induce an early examination. I can give bail to any amount and for my personal or political character, the Hon. J. A. Creswell,1 H. Winter Davis, Judge Bond, E. H. Webster all know me well. I am now suffering a grievous wrong. My wife and family, my aged parents, all are in profound distress.

Very Regardfully your obedient servant, Jno. T. Ford



1 Henry Winter Davis was a Republican congressman from Maryland who, although an ardent Unionist, opposed Lincoln on many issues and became a thorn in the president’s side.

2 The government was suspicious of Ford’s being in Richmond at the time of Lincoln’s assassination. Ford claimed that he was visiting with relatives.
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Hon. Jos. Holt

Judge Advocate Gen. U.S.

Sir

For nearly one month I have been held as a prisoner in this place, looking upon it as a precautionary measure and myself an innocent victim of circumstances. I have not complained until such time passed as permitted a rigid scrutiny into my acts and character. The period has come however for me to claim my release, or ask on my own behalf some reasons for my detention.

Scarcely any crime would ordinarily detain a criminal a month unexamined in prison. I have heard from friends who are prominent citizens of Maryland that your investigating court has assured them of my utter and entire innocence and more than that, that my detention could not serve the purposes of the government.

I therefore appeal to you to allow me to return to my wife and children either with or without bail or a parole. As it now is, I am suffering undeservedly a severe and to me a terrible punishment which I sincerely trust your own kindness and sense of justice will terminate.

Very Regardfully

Jno. T. Ford

Carroll Prison Room 33

Washington May 13th 1865

NB. The Hon. Sec. of War informed my wife that prisoners like myself must appeal to you.



1 John Angel James Creswell was a U.S. senator from Maryland (1863–65).
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April 23rd 1865

Report of Col. J. A. Foster1

Col. H. L. Burnett, Judge Advocate D. C.

Sir,

I have the honor to report in answer to your communication of the 22nd of April, 1865, that I have collated the following evidence relating to the horses ridden by Booth and Payne, namely; A man called at the house of a Dr. Mudd who resides three miles from Bryantown, Prince Georges County, Md. and was introduced to the Doctor as Mr. Booth. After some negotiation he purchased a horse, which had lost the sight of one eye. About the same time John H. Surratt brought to the stable of Mr. Howard (who keeps a stable at 454 G Street in the city of Washington) a horse answering the above description which he left there with another one, a light bay, claiming them to be his own property, for keeping. Surratt was in the habit of stopping at this stable with Booth, Atzerodt and David Herold. Surratt would often come and leave messages at the stable to have Booth call for him at the Kimmel House, which seemed to be a place of resort for the four. Each of them would call there inquiring for the other. On one occasion Surratt gave Atzerodt an order on Howard to use a horse, but afterwards revoked the same. He afterwards gave direction to allow Booth to use the horses or to remove them at his pleasure. The four were seen at this stable talking confidentially together very frequently. About the first of April, Booth came there and took the horses away, paying the bill. Atzerodt, accompanying him, rode off the large blind horse. Shortly afterward, Atzerodt returned first with the large one then with a bay horse attempting to sell them. Suspecting that he did not own them, ^they^ declined to have anything to do with them. About the third of April Atzerodt brought both horses to Nailor’s stable to be kept in livery. They remained there till the 12th when he took them both away. On the 14th he returned on the ^a^ small, active bay mare, with a long tail, black legs and mane, a pretty mare and high spirited. John Fletcher, stable boy, asked him what he had done with his big brown horse with a blind eye. He told him that he had sold it to a man in Montgomery County. The smaller horse (bay) he said that he had sold to Thompson, who drives the stage to Port Tobacco. The bay mare he left at the stable at about one o’clock. About 7 o’clock in the evening he took her out and had her out three-quarters of an hour, returned, told them not to unsaddle her but to keep her until 10 o’clock, when he would call for her and be sure and not shut the stable, but to have her in order to start at 10 o’clock precisely.

About 10 o’clock A.M. of that day, David C. Herold called there and hired a roan horse, stating that he was going to ride out with a lady and would be gone until half past four. The horse was used as a ladies saddle horse. His gate is a one footed pace and a gallop. He is a very easy saddle horse, has black legs and black tail and mane. Herold asked for that particular horse when he called although he had never got a horse from the stable. When Atzerodt called at 7 o’clock Fletcher asked him where Herold was with the roan horse, as it was long beyond the appointed time for his return. Atzerodt told him it was all right; that Herold had been detained longer than he expected and that he, Atzerodt, knew all about it and Fletcher need not give himself any uneasiness about the horse.

The horse did not return by 10 o’clock when Atzerodt came and took his own away. So Fletcher strolled out to see if he could find him.

Atzerodt rode up the Avenue as far as the Kirkwood, where he stopped and went in, came out shortly and rode up D Street into 10th in the direction of Ford’s Theater. Returning towards the stable up the avenue, he saw Herold on the missing horse riding down the avenue from the direction of the Treasury and past Willard’s. Apparently recognizing Fletcher and wishing to avoid explanation about the horse, he urged his horse to a gallop, turned up 14th & down F Street where Fletcher lost sight of him. Fletcher then, thinking that the horse was to be stolen, hurried back to the stable, threw a saddle on another horse and pursued. At the south side of the capitol he made inquiries of a man who told him that a horse answering the description of the roan horse had gone down towards the Navy Yard at a furious rate followed by another one going equally fast. Fletcher pursued as far as the Navy Yard bridge where he was stopped by the guard. He learned from the Sergeant that a man answering Herold’s description had ridden the roan horse over the bridge about half a mile in advance of him, as well as another horse answering the description of Atzerodt’s bay mare.

Silas T. Cobb, Co. F, 3rd Regiment Mass. Heavy Artillery, is the sergeant of the guard that was on duty at the bridge on the night of the murder. He states that about 10 or 11 o’clock he noticed two horsemen pass the bridge from Washington; the first at 20 to 25 minutes of 11. He was mounted on a bright bay horse, rather under-sized, dark legs, long tail & mane, very restive and looking as if he had been pushed to top speed for a short distance. He had on a single bridle, black saddle and English stirrups. The rider gave his name as Booth. The Sergeant’s description tallies with Booth’s appearance; and the portrait being shown him he swears to the identity.

A conversation ensued between them. Booth said he was going home down in Charles County; that he lived close to Beantown; and after considerable parley the sergeant passed him over the bridge. Ten or fifteen minutes later another horseman came up. His beast was a light roan, and answered the description of the horse in Nailor’s stable. The witness describes the rider, and narrates the conversation, which ensued between them. The rider said he was going to White Pains, & was finally permitted to pass.

Polk Gardiner of Hills Landing, Prince Georges County, Maryland, coming from his residence to town on Friday night, met near Good Hope hill, 3 or 4 miles from Washington a man riding very fast on horseback. It was between 11 & 12 o’clock. He asked the road to Upper Marlborough. The night was dark but the witness describes the horse as a medium sized bay with a long tail, and quite spirited, “requiring no urging with the whip.” About a mile further on he met another horseman on a roan horse coming at a gallop.

Facts in proof about horses standing about the theater at the time of the murder.

At about 10 o’clock, a clerk in the Treasury Department passing by Ford’s Theater and turning the corner into F Street, noticed a horse standing by the side of the street. F Street on this block, owing to the street being graded, is several feet below the sidewalk. A rough board fence is placed along it to prevent accidents befalling persons in the night. The horse was apparently tied. The place at which he was tied is in front of a vacant lot that runs back of the alley at the rear of Ford’s Theater. At the time of the assassination, a party residing in the house 333 F Street, adjacent to the lot heard several whistles, from different parts in the neighborhood and apparently answering each other. At the same time a person was heard running through this vacant lot and jumping over the fence, and a moment after this horse was heard to gallop off on F Street, on the plank, in the direction of the Capitol. In the rear of Ford’s Theater is a long alley with an elbow in the shape of an L leading into F Street.

A month or six weeks since Booth hired the assistant carpenter of Ford’s theater, one Edward Spangler, to build a small shed or stable in which to keep a horse immediately in the rear of the theater. Shortly after its completion he brought a light colored horse and stabled him for himself. Spangler and a boy nicknamed “Peanut” acting as hostlers. Booth was in the habit of visiting the theater from this time up to the time of the assassination at all hours of the day; had free access thereto, and made it a thoroughfare between the street and stable when getting his horse.

At four o’clock in the afternoon Booth came there with a bay horse or mare, put her in the stable himself. When he got feed for her and fed her. He then left and returned to the front of the theater at six o’clock, where he met Atzerodt and one or two others on the steps. Then he returned to the backside of the theater to his stable. At 8 o’clock in the evening, took his horse from the stable, led him to the back door of the theater, asked Maddox, the property man, to call Ned Spangler, which Maddox did. Ned came out, took the horse and as Booth left him said “Now Ned, I want you to help me all you can.” Ned said, “You can rely upon me, John, I will.” Booth then went through the back door into the theater, and emerged through the stage door. He lingered about there until about 20 minutes to 10, when the evidence is that he was in secret confidential conversation with two other men, whose names at present unknown, one of whom was a well dressed man and the other ruffianly appearing. The well-dressed man would step into the lobby of the theater and look at the clock, come out and announce the time. He first announced; “It is 20 minutes to 10”; then he announced “It is three minutes to 10”; then Booth went into the restaurant ^kept by Scipio Grillo^, took a drink, came back, and said. “It is 10 minutes past 10” and Booth immediately went into the theater. The man who announced the time then went up toward ^and turned down F toward^ 10th Street disappeared around the corner toward [unintelligible]. The ruffianly looking man of the party remained, and at last accounts was standing leaning against the wall at the stage entrance. A few minutes after that the President was assassinated. Booth entered the theater ^On entering the theater^ the evidence is that ^Booth^ he proceeded along the aisle of the second tier of the dress circle to the outside door of the box, scanned the audience ^and stage^ rather closely, bowed to one of the actors on the stage, but was very pale and with a terrible expression on his face; pressed the door open with his knee, entered the box, and in two minutes after the shot was fired, he was seen to swing himself off from the front of the box, alighted on the stage, falling on his left ^one^ knee and right hand, turning his face toward the audience his spur tearing the baize. Mr. Ferguson, a very credible witness, states that he shouted “Sic Semper Tyrannus” almost simultaneously with the discharge of the pistol; others say that the exclamation was made after alighting upon the stage, so that upon this point the testimony is conflicting. He immediately arose to his feet and darted across the stage, brandishing his knife and shouting “The South is avenged” or words to that effect, passed behind the scenes, between the scenes and the wall, rushed down the narrow passage and out at the back door, struck “Peanut” on the breast, mounted his horse and rode away. He was recognized as Booth by at least a hundred men, some of whom were on the most intimate relations with him.

The facts in relation to the attempted assassination of the Secretary of State and others at his house are as follows:

About ten o’clock in the evening a man came was seen to walk back and forth on the sidewalk next to the park and opposite the house of the Secretary at least 5 or 6 times by an officer who was walking with a lady in the park at that hour. This circumstance is not in evidence.

At ten minutes past 10 a horseman rode in front of the Secretary’s house, dismounted, hitching his horse, went to the door, informed the servant that he had a package of medicine from Dr. Verdi for the Secretary, which he had been directed to deliver to him personally. The servant told him that nobody was permitted to see the Secretary except the surgeon and his intimate friends: that he would take the package and deliver it to him. The man said that would not do, that he must deliver it himself and rushed by the servant, proceeding up the stairs to the ^chamber^ front door, where he met the Assistant Secretary, who had his hand upon the knob of the door entering the secretary’s room and he told him he could not enter, but that he would take the package. After some parley the man turned about to go down the stairs, stepped down three steps, when he was accosted by the servant who told him he must not make so much noise, when he stopped, turned about, sprang up the steps and struck the Asst. Sec’y upon the head twice with some heavy instrument; the servant does not know whether it was a revolver or a heavy bowie knife. When he fell the man ran into the room, meeting Robinson, one of the nurses, whom he stabbed with a bowie knife. He then rushed upon the Secretary, striking him first on the left side of the neck with his knife, drawing his knife under the chin; then turning the knife, struck him upon the right side and drew his knife back again under the chin. While cutting at the ^his^ throat the nurse sprang upon his bed, grasped him around the arms. Miss Seward, who was in the room, called her brother, the Major, who came into the room, grasped him by his coat collar on both sides, and pushed him toward the door. He made but very little resistance, struck at him several times, hitting him on the head, inflicting five wounds on his head and one on his right hand. In going down the stairs he overtook a Mr. Hansell, a messenger in the Department whom he struck in the back with the knife, inflicting a very dangerous wound, proceeded out of the door, mounted his horse, rode up the street to H, thence out Vermont Avenue toward 14th Street.

The next news we have is that a horse answering the description of that ridden by the party assassinating Mr. Seward was found near Lincoln Hospital, the saddle and bridle of which was fully identified by Fletcher as those which had been on the large brown horse of Atzerodt. A coat was found near Fort Bunker Hill on Sunday; which was identified as being the coat worn by the assassin of Mr. Seward and which has stains of blood upon it. The horse bore the marks of having fallen.

A mounted man passed near Fort Bunker Hill on Saturday ^morning^ which was identified between 5 and 6 o’clock. His manner was suspicious, and he went off in the direction of Soldier’s House. The pickets near Fort Bunker Hill heard on Friday night the noise of a man groaning. The corporal of the guard was called, but before he could reach there the pickets heard the sound of a horse leaping from the high bank of a field into the road and going off rapidly.

Suspicions having attached to the house of Mrs. Surratt, 541 8th Street, the mother of John H. Surratt, a force was sent there to arrest all the inmates and make a search. While there they took into custody a tall young man, clad in rough clothes, with a pickax in his hand. Although clothed in the habiliments of a common laborer, and examination of his person showed articles of dress and even luxury inconsistent with the character he had assumed. On being confronted, he was identified as the assassin of Mr. Seward. He gave his name as Lewis Payne, and is supposed to be a brother of one of the St. Albans raiders of that name, a man of some education, good family, but a most desperate character. His clothes bear the evidence of his having been crouching upon his knees in a swampy or wet place.

The two horsemen who crossed over Anacosta Bridge were next seen by a person coming into the city, about four or five miles from the city, and stopped afterwards at a house about 10 miles out of the city occupied by a Mr. Lloyd, but owned by Mrs. Surratt, who had previous to this time received from Surratt and Herold two carbines, some ammunition and some whiskey, and had been directed on the day of the murder by Mrs. Surratt, in company with Mr. Wiechmann, to have them prepared for two parties who would call for them that evening. The two parties who crossed the bridge as above called that evening. One of the parties at that time, who answers exactly the description of Booth, had apparently had his leg fractured. The tibia was broken, and the other bone, if not broken, was at least splintered. The leg was apparently quite painful. They proceeded farther on some twenty miles to the residence of Dr. Mudd, at which place they arrived in the morning, where the leg was dressed and where they stayed during the day, the man Booth lying in bed. At night they departed and took the direction of the swamps, at which place trace is lost. The country in that vicinity is very thickly wooded interspersed with swamps and a long grass or brush. The picketing of the river, it is reported, is of such an insufficient character that they could at their pleasure either cross the river into the Maryland Shore over the Patuxent; into Calvert County, or even cross the Chesapeake Bay on the Eastern Shore; or, if they were so disposed, the Potomac on to the Virginia side. The younger of the two men has been fully identified as David Herold. When they were last seen mounted, they were upon the same horses with which they had crossed the Anacosta Bridge.

Atzerodt was seen about 11 o’clock, or perhaps rather earlier, near 6th Street East, between the Capitol and the Navy Yard Bridge, to enter a car and ride toward Navy Yard Bridge. A casual acquaintance, whom he sat next to, describes him as being extremely absent minded, and did not even recognize him until he had pushed him to call his attention. When he desired earnestly to be permitted to go home with him and sleep with him that night. He declined to allow him to do so, but he insisted upon going in, and upon his being peremptorily refused, said “then he would take the cars back” and wanted to know which cars went back to Georgetown, and was next seen entering one of those cars. About 2 o’clock the next morning, he in company with another man came to the Pennsylvania House, registered his name in the book and his comrade registered his name as Thomas, who, being very rough in appearance, was compelled to pay his board in advance. They occupied the same room that night, and at 6 o’clock in the morning rose and were next seen to take the Rockville stage. As they were passing the line of pickets at Tennalleytown, he, with all persons in accordance with the instructions given to the guards, was arrested and stopped. The stage was allowed to proceed with its driver. After treating the sergeant of the guard several times, he induced him in the afternoon, between the hours of two and four, to leave with a farmer, who lives near Rockville and who had come in with his wagon with produce, and was returning home. He proceeded a mile or two beyond Rockville in company with this man, and when at a fork of the road, he got out and was traced onward to a point near Monocacy Junction, where he was arrested by a sergeant carrying out the instructions of General Tyler. Upon the same road and two or three miles from where he left the farmer, a couple of men were seen to enter a barn, secrete themselves, and upon the neighbors being alarmed they took to the woods; shortly after, he stole a horse and was traced to the neighborhood of Sugarloaf Mountain; where his trace was lost. The other one took to the woods & has not been heard of since.

The pickets scouring the country were fired upon by a party represented to be from 8 to 12 in number on the road beyond Beltsville leading from Washington to Baltimore. Upon being pressed by the pickets they took to the woods and on account of the darkness the officer did not follow them. Pickets were also fired upon on the road leading from Washington to Marlborough, also in two or three places in Prince Georges County toward the Patuxent. Several suspicious characters were seen upon the road leading from Washington to Edwards Ferry.

The above is a general synopsis of the facts as gleaned from the mass of evidence taken at this office; and the details will be forwarded in an additional report as soon as it can be prepared. There is considerable evidence showing a complicity on the part of Mrs. Surratt, the mother of John Surratt, Wiechmann, and of his co-boarder, Mr. Holohan. Suspicion also rests upon a man named O’Donahue, and parties residing in Port Tobacco by the name of Bailey and Barnes also a Samuel Arnold of Baltimore, two or three of the employees in Ford’s Theater, and one or two others, particulars of which will be sent in as collated upon each individual case.


I remain

Respectfully,

J. A Foster

1st: The horse that Booth rode off on he procured of James M. Pumphrey, who keeps a stable at 352 C Street. Booth applied to him on the afternoon of the day of the murder about 4 ½ o’clock, procured a bay mare about 14 hands high, with a small star in the forehead, long tail, black legs, tail and mane. She was restive and would not stand tied. He took her to the rear of the theater & stabled her until about 8 o’clock in the evening, when he took her out, saddled her and left her in charge of Spangler, who was relieved by the boy “Peanuts” and at about half past 10 after the murder, mounted her and rode her off. Booth was traced upon this horse down Maryland to the neighborhood of Allen’s Fresh.

2nd A dark bay or brown horse, large and not very spirited, and blind, or nearly so, in one eye, was purchased by Booth of a party in the neighborhood of Allen’s Fresh, about a month prior to the murder, was brought to Washington & was alternately in the possession of Booth, Surratt and Atzerodt. Atzerodt claimed to have sold him on the night of the assassination; a horse answering his description exactly. On the day of the murder Herold was seen in company with another man whom witness did not recognize, mounted upon this blind horse, and they brought them to the stable of M. J. Pope where they were left until about half past four or five in the afternoon ^when taken away by same^. Between 10 and half past 10 in the afternoon evening the assassin of Mr. Seward was seen to mount a horse answering the description of this one in every respect & to ride up 15 ½ Street two or three squares and turns to the right. The horse was next found injured apparently from having fallen & strained himself in the neighborhood of Lincoln Hospital. Pope identified the saddle upon this horse as the same one that had left his stable in the afternoon of that day ^upon the horse^. The ^supposed^ assassin of Mr. Seward was afterwards arrested within the lines of the city and apparently not being used a horse ^had been walking some distance and had been upon his knees in swampy ground.^

3rd Herold hired a horse on the afternoon of the murder at Nailor’s Stables. After riding for some time, he put him up at the stable of Mr. Pope, where he called for him again at 5 or half past 5 in the evening and rode him away. He was next seen upon the same horse to ride up Pennsylvania Avenue to 14th street to F Street and then down F Street in the direction of Ford’s Theater and thence half an hour later to cross the Navy Yard Bridge and when last seen mounted in the lower part of Maryland was upon the same horse. This horse was a rather small light bay mare, very active and apparently possessing considerable power of endurance.

4th Atzerodt called for his horse at 10 o’clock precisely on the evening in question at Nailor’s Stables, rode him to the Kirkwood House, entered there, was there a short time and came out, mounted his horse, rode him rapidly up 10th Street in the direction of Ford’s Theater, and was next seen getting in a car between the capitol and Navy Yard Bridge at about 6th Street East. A horse at the time of the assassination was seen standing on F Street about halfway between 10th & the entrance of the alley in the rear of the theater. This horse was mounted by some person, ridden rapidly in the direction of the Navy Yard Bridge immediately succeeding the alarm of the assassination.

A horseman was seen riding rapidly up 10th Street past Massachusetts Avenue shortly after the murder in a northerly direction. About the time or immediately prior to his passing, a shrill whistle was thrice repeated, was heard up 10th Street, an answering whistle on 9th Street and one on Massachusetts Avenue between 9th and 10th apparently in reply to them.

The above is all the information that I at present possess relating to the horses of the assassin, excepting that the parties in the stables give a more detailed description of the horses; which, however, has already been given in a former report. The report on the case of each of the parties committed to the Old Capitol is not yet ready. There are no particular facts more than those I have already stated to you.


I remain

Respectfully,

John A. Foster, Col.



1 Foster was one of three army investigators initially appointed by Secretary of War Stanton to gather and interpret information coming into the War Department. When Colonel Henry L. Burnett was placed in charge of gathering evidence for the judge advocate, Foster turned over everything he had collected to Burnett including his report detailing his findings.
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Inventory

Papers turned over to Col. H. L. Burnett, Judge Advocate by Colonel J. A. Foster and H. S. Olcott


	1	1 package	L. A. Martin
	2	"	S. B. Arnold
	3	"	J. T. Wiechmann
	4	"	Mr. Cook
	5	"	Thos. Green
	6	"	J. T. Wiechmann
	7	"	Washington P. O.
	8	"	Ford’s Theater
	9	"	Surratt House
	10	"	Ford’s Theater
	11	"	Anonymous bogus
	12	"	Booth Telegrams
	13	"	Undistributed
	14	"	J. W. Booth
	15	"	Miscellaneous
	16	"	Cook
	17	"	J. B. Farr
	18	"	Geary
	19	"	Wiechmann
	20	"	Surratt
	21	"	Spangler, Gifford, Maddox
	22	"	Payne
	23	"	Nora Fitzpatrick
	24	"	Loves papers
	25	"	J. B. Booth
	26	"	D. Preston Parr
	27	"	Herold
	28	"	Martin
	29	"	Green
	30	"	J. L. Young
	31	"	S. B. Arnold
	32	"	Atzerodt
	33	"	Lloyd
	34	"	Cowlam
	35	"	Reamer
	36	"	Raybold
	37	"	Sgt. Street
	38	"	Anna E. Surratt


(4:8)

Memorandum of Evidence against J. Wilkes Booth in regard to the Assassination of the Pres’t.

Furnished by Col. Jno. A. Foster1


	Testimony of	
	John Deveney	Robt. H. Cooper
	George Wren	Marg't Roysea
	A. R. Cazerau	Mary Ann Turner
	Col. H. R. McConnell	Brooke Stabler
	Edw. Parsons	Peter Taltavul
	Samuel K. Chester	Mr. Burch
	Geo. A. Atzerodt	Wm. A. Cook
	Jas. R Ferguson	Silas F. Cobb
	Benj. Barker	Polk Gardiner
	John McCollum	J. S. Lloyd
	E. D. Wray	Dr. S. Mudd
	Sergeant Dye	E. Thomas




1 In the above memorandum, Foster summarizes the statements of twenty-four individuals, two of whom—George A. Atzerodt and Samuel A. Mudd—would be charged with Lincoln’s murder.
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Testimony respecting Lewis Payne2


Alias Wood

Furnished by Col. John A. Foster

Louis Payne, alias Mr. Wood; There is some evidence tending to show that he was in Canada in the latter part of last year. He has been identified as the brother of one of the Payne’s, two of whom were in the St. Albans raid. One is now awaiting trial at Fort Lafayette by the Court Martial convened by Major General Dix. In the latter part of February he was a boarder at the house of Mrs. Surratt, at which place he was known as Mr. Wood. After staying there a short time, he returned and again boarded there under the name of Payne. At this time he called himself a Baptist minister. He was present in the early part of April at all of the interviews had between Booth, Herold, Surratt and Atzerodt, & was in the habit of having private interviews with them at Mrs. Surratt’s house. Atzerodt says that he met him continually from time to time in the presence of Booth at Mrs. Surratt’s and elsewhere. Mrs. Surratt and all the members of her family testify to his being in her house under the name of Wood. Wiechmann says he remembers him as a boarder first under the name of Wood, afterwards under the name of Payne, at this place. There is no evidence of the time when he agreed to murder Mr. Seward. Atzerodt says that late in the afternoon of the day of the murder Payne and Booth desired him to meet them at his (Payne’s) room, which was at the Herndon House, corner of 9th & F. It appears from the book that he registered his name as Kincheloe. Atzerodt states that at the interview held that night afternoon Booth declared to him his part of the plot was to murder the President, and he (Payne) was to murder Mr. Seward. After some further conversation they separated, apparently each to carry out his part of the business. He has not been accounted for from that time to 10 o’clock. Shortly before 10 o’clock two persons were seen to pass Mr. Seward’s house as if to reconnoiter. At about 10 minutes past 10 Payne, or a person precisely answering his description rode up to the house of Mr. Seward, fastened his horse at the post in front, dismounted, rang the bell, was shown in by a Negro servant, told him that he desired to see Mr. Seward, was informed that Mr. Seward was too sick to see anybody, that if he wished him, he would send up his message and it would be attended to. He said he came from Dr. Verdi, and that he had some medicine, which he was directed to deliver to Mr. Seward’s in person. The boy still persisted in refusing to allow him to go upstairs. He showed the small package he had in his hands, which seemed to be a long, narrow, thin package, yellow cover, which was afterwards identified by the boy as a box of patent cartridges. Mr. Frederick Seward, hearing the altercation came out and stood at the head of the stairs and asked what was the matter. The man replied by going up to him and said he had been ordered by Dr. Verdi to deliver some medicine to Mr. Seward, and that he was to deliver it in person. Mr. Frederick Seward told him he could not see Mr. Seward, that if he wished he could leave with him the medicine and direction and it would be the same thing. He refused to give it up and persisted in going upstairs to see Mr. Seward. Upon Mr. Frederick Seward, in peremptory tone, ordering him down, he turned apparently to go down; immediately went back. The boy saw the flash of some instrument as he struck Mr. Fred. Seward; who was knocked senseless and apparently instantly killed. He proceeded to the interior of the apartment where he saw Mr. Seward, attacked him with a long large knife & struck him several times at the throat. Mr. Seward, to avoid him, turned away and rolled off the bed, receiving in doing so several severe wounds on his head and neck. A soldier, who was acting as his nurse, attempted to defend Mr. Seward, was attacked by Payne, and received several severe wounds. Major Seward, hearing the noise in the apartment and supposing his father was unwell, came in and being half asleep, laid his hand upon the shoulder of Payne, without noticing the deeds which had already been committed. When he was also struck twice by the assassin and severely wounded.1 The assassin immediately turned and rushed downstairs and escaped. Meanwhile the Negro boy who had seen him strike Mr. Frederick Seward went downstairs and out shouting “murder” in a loud voice. Four guards in front of General Augur’s headquarters ran up to see what was the matter. He said someone was murdering Mr. Fred; tried to get them towards the house. About this time the assassin ran out, jumped upon his horse and rode off up 15 ½ Street as far as Vermont Avenue. The boy following him and shouting to the men to help him to take him, but the guards exerted themselves in so inefficient a manner that they failed to stop or come near him. The boy, owing to the horse being slow, kept up with him for three squares when, finding himself alone, he gave up the chase. The horse Payne was mounted on was a large dark bay, with a defective eye, being a horse purchased by Mr. Booth of Dr. Mudd of Charles County some three or four weeks previous.

Payne was not seen again for three days. His horse was found near Lincoln Hospital with knees covered with mud as though he had fallen, and was much strained. He had the same saddle and bridle he had when brought out by David E. Herold, one of the conspirators, in the afternoon of this day. The coat, which he had worn, was found near Fort Bunker Hill. The sentry in the neighborhood of Bunker Hill said that near 5 o’clock in the morning they heard a noise as of a horseman attempting to ride through the lines of pickets, who then withdrew and rode back. Two days after this, on the evening of Monday, Mrs. Surratt’s house having been searched, the inmates arrested and a guard placed over it, Payne appeared about 11 o’clock in the evening, knocked at the door and on the door being opened, entered and was immediately arrested. He wore a rough coat covered with mud; dark pants, the knees of which were stained as though with marsh mud, and a heavy pair of boots. He wore two shirts, one gray and the other of brown linen. He had no hat, but in place of it had cut off one of the woolen sleeves of his shirt, knotted one end and wore it as a skullcap. He carried on his shoulder a large pickax, which bore evidence of not having been used for some time; the handle being rough and weather-beaten and the blade with old rust. On being interrogated he stated that he had been a workman upon the railroads near the city for the past two weeks and had called to see Mrs. Surratt to clean out a sewer for her. He also stated that he had been sleeping for the past week upon the railroad track; afterwards he contradicted himself stating that he had been sleeping in the kitchen of some house in the city. The part of the street or part of the city he was entirely ignorant of; that he could give no idea of it, as he was a stranger in the city. He gave several other equally contradictory accounts, and was brought up for examination. On being confronted with the Negro boy he was immediately recognized and has since been recognized by nearly all of the family of Mr. Seward.



2 Government authorities only knew Lewis Thornton Powell by the two aliases “Paine” or “Payne” until well into his trial.

1 Frederick Seward, middle of three sons of William Seward, suffered a fractured skull but survived Powell’s attack. Major Seward, William Seward’s oldest son, was injured but not seriously.
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Furnished by Col. John A. Foster

Washington April 30/ 65

Respectfully provided to Col. H. L. Burnett, Judge Advocate, for his information. The other statements will be forwarded as soon as the stenographer shall have written them out.

John A. Foster

Case of Mrs. Mary Surratt and others:

Mrs. Mary Surratt is the mother of John Harrison Surratt; is an intensely bitter secessionist and formerly resided in Surrattsville, Prince George County. Afterwards, when her son was postmaster at Port Tobacco, she acted as his assistant.2 They removed to this city within the last year.

It appears that the conspirators: Booth, Atzerodt, Herold and a man known as Wood, supposed to be the same one as the assassin of Mr. Seward were in the habit of meeting in her house frequently. Atzerodt and this Wood boarded there for a time; Wood passing himself off as she says for a Baptist Minister. Lewis J. Wiechmann also boarded at her house, as well as Mr. & Mrs. Holohan.

The day of the murder Mrs. Surratt, in company with Lewis J. Wiechmann, drove down to Surrattsville, to the residence of Mr. Lloyd, being the house formerly occupied by herself. She called Mr. Lloyd and instructed him to have two carbines & some ammunition, which had been previously secreted by John H. Surratt, ready to be called for that night by two parties. Lloyd does not remember whether she named Booth in that connection.

A Negro woman stated that the night of the murder, late at night, three men called at the house of Mrs. Surratt and requested to see her.3 The woman was in the habit of sleeping upon the floor in a basement room. At the time she was asleep lying upon the floor apparently asleep; that these men in the course of their conversation stated to Mrs. Surratt that her son was in the theater with Booth at the time of the assassination. One of that number requested her to allow him to change his clothes which she acceded to, and took him upstairs and he was gone apparently sufficient time to allow him to change his clothes. When he returned the girl feigned sleep. Another boarder at the house by the name of Nora Fitzpatrick, about 19 years of age, was present at this interview and leaned over this girl to see whether she was asleep, and when one of the men inquired whether she might not overhear what was said, said that the girl was asleep and they need not be afraid.

The information derived from this girl led to the arrest of Mrs. Surratt, which was made late in the evening of the 17th. The party who proceeded there to arrest her and examine the house, while within the house, arrested the assassin of Mr. Seward in disguise. When he entered the house he inquired for Mrs. Surratt as will more fully appear in the brief of the case of James Wood alias Payne. The fact that this man Payne, when came to her house in disguise coupled with the fact that he had been previously boarding there under an assumed name; that Atzerodt, when the plot was first suggested, was brought to her house by John H. Surratt and boarded there for a time together with the whole facts of the case induce the suspicion that she was an accessory before the fact.

Nora Fitzpatrick acting as a spy over the servant when asleep (though denying of all of it when examined and still persisting in her denial of all of the above facts), together with the fact that she had a carte de visite of Booth in her album between concealed between two others, induced her arrest & seem to call for holding her with Mrs. Surratt and Miss Surratt.

Case of Miss Mary E. Cook

She is perhaps 30 years of age; violent in her secession sentiments and visited rebel prisoners for the purpose of giving them honoraries and furnishing them clothes. Her correspondence shows that she is disloyal to the last degree. At the time of the raid upon Washington by General Early in July 1864, she had a rebel flag prepared, which she avowed to her neighbors she was going to hang out of the house, and she prepared supper at her house for the rebels. She has two brothers in the rebel army, one of them with Mosby. At the time of the general draping of houses on the news of the assassination of the President her uncle, with whom she is living, placed some crepe upon the doorknob & also upon the window blind. She immediately came out and tore it off and threw it upon the ground, then went into the house and commenced playing rebel airs. Afterwards her uncle placed some more crepe upon the door and blinds, and as soon as he left she went out and again tore it off. She is a most expert pistol shot. She is in the habit of using most profane and indecent language to the Negroes in the neighborhood. A Colts revolver and a bowie knife were found in her room: also cartes de visite of various rebel general. Portraits of Jefferson Davis and other rebel leaders were found in the house.

On the evening succeeding the assassination two suspicious characters were seen to enter the house and they remained there for some time. She denies parties were there the next day, but denies they were there that evening. It was supposed they were parties accessory to the murder who received assistance from her. The above facts rendered it prudent in our judgment to have her arrested and held for trial for disloyalty and indecent practices.

Case of Sergeant S. J. Street, Co. C 3rd Regiment, 1st Army Corps

He was formerly in the rebel army, afterwards a refugee joined some regiment and afterwards joined the first army corps as a veteran. He has been in the habit of asking his Colonel very often for passes to visit the city; very often on frivolous pretexts. It is now known that he was a college mate of Booth. On the afternoon of the evening of the assassination he asked his colonel for leave to go to Washington, and for some reason failed to procure it though pressing for a pass very earnestly. That night he was officer of the guard, and it was noticed that he was remarkably uneasy. He told the men between seven and nine o’clock in the evening that something strange was to happen that night. About 9 o’clock a man and two women came up and wished to pass the camp across the line of one of the sentries, and on the sentry stopping them the sergeant came and persuaded him to allow them to pass. They had a bundle of clothes and went into a tent with the sergeant. They were not seen to come out of the tent, but the man had light clothes on. The whole appearance of the man was so strange that particular notice was taken of him by the guard. The guard also allege that he was the first one to know of the assassination of the President, informing the people of the event before it was brought by the cavalrymen. This, however, he denies, stating that he overheard a cavalryman who was riding past say that the President was shot. He has been detained for further examination.


Case of Edward Spangler

Assistant carpenter at Ford’s Theater. Though very common in appearance was very intimate with Booth. Booth was in the habit of having private conversations with him, and was often seen to drink with him. He built a stable for Booth in the alley that leads from the rear of Ford’s Theater to F Street in which was kept Booth’s horse. He was in the habit of assisting the boy known as “Peanuts” in feeding the horse. Several very disloyal speeches were uttered by him on various occasions. One witness states that when the President’s box was being draped the night of the illumination, Spangler said he hoped to God the President would never sit there but once again. This, however, is contradicted by one or two witnesses who would be presumed to have heard the expression if it had been made. On the night of the assassination, Booth called him, requested him to hold his horse, told him he depended upon him, and he replied he might depend upon him.

Another witness said Booth asked whether he would do all he could for him and Spangler replied that he would.

An hour prior to the assassination Booth rode up on the horse, called for Ned, and upon Spangler not appearing called for Maddox and sent him for Spangler. Spangler came and he gave him his horse to hold until he should use him. This was at least an hour preceding the assassination. Spangler held him for quite a considerable time & then called the boy “Peanuts” to take his place. He then went into the theater & was there at the time of the assassination. It appears from the evidence of experts and actors that the side scenes in shifting are apt to slide too far toward the wall of the theater and block up the passage that Booth would have to take from the front of the theater to the back door. The fact that this passage way was remarkably clear on the evening in question throws suspicion upon Spangler that he had taken care to see that it was kept clear. After the assassination and during the first excitement of the people when chasing Booth, Spangler ran out of the back door of the theater & appeared much excited and when a Negro woman stated she had seen him hold the horse he denied it and told her to say nothing about it. It appears that Spangler has on various occasions heard Booth make use of expressions tending to show that he intended to murder the President. He has been detained for further examination.


Case of James Maddox

Property man of Ford’s Theater; intimate with Booth and seen with him on many occasions; has been heard to utter extremely disloyal sentiments. Had been in the habit of allowing Booth access to the theater at all times. On the night of the assassination Booth drove up and gave his horse to him while he was hunting for Spangler to take charge of him while he was in the theater committing the assassination. There are no very strong circumstances showing that he was knowing to the murder prior to its commission.


Case of Gifford

Carpenter and janitor at Ford’s Theater. He is the principal employee of the theater and has general charge of it. He was quite intimate with Booth and considered to be disloyal in his sentiments. After the assassination was committed Mr. Ferguson who keeps a restaurant next door to the theater & who witnessed the firing, the flash and recognized Booth, upon stating that openly to his friends & volunteering to give evidence Gifford discounted the idea that he could recognize Booth, said that he had not seen the firing of the pistol, told him that the party who did fire it fired through the door and that he could not possibly see him or recognize it; and on various occasions attempted to prevent him giving his testimony. This, with other suspicious circumstances induced his detention.

Case of J. D. Reamer

A storekeeper in Hagerstown, Maryland. In the latter part of 1864 or the first part of 1865, he said in his own store to William Gabler that an army was coming from Canada to invade the U. States and that more troops were to reinforce it; That the North would then be in a worse fix than it ever was. Furthermore that a purse of $100,000 had been raised to pay a man to assassinate President Lincoln; that $50,000 was to be paid in hand & the balance when the deed was done; that he did not know who was to do it, but it was fixed and settled on. This was said in the presence of Gabriel and other witness, whose affidavit accompanies the papers. Gabriel is a disloyal man and suspected of being concerned in guerrilla operations. When Gabriel was examined by us he denied all knowledge of that part of Reamer’s conversation which related to the assassination plot. He was examined & cross-examined & persisted in his denial until threatened with imprisonment and being shown the proofs against him. He confessed to the whole affair. He was detained first on account of his disloyalty and secondly it was not considered safe to take bail for his appearance as a witness against Reamer.

Cases of Mrs. J. Ross, Elizabeth Batchins & Frank Roth

These are the servants of the Lichau House; the headquarters of the conspirators. They were arrested on the testimony of two colored servants who said that when the news of the President’s murder was brought and the death to the Hotel the prisoners united in saying that it was a good thing and ought to have been done long ago.

Cases of Dr. J. S. Mudd,1 Thomas Davis, Frank Washington (colored) & E. Thomas (colored)2

Mudd is the surgeon who set Booth’s broken leg, furnished him with a razor to remove Booth’s ^his^ beard and sheltered him and sent him on his way rejoicing after having been informed by both Booth and Herold that they were the murderers of the President. The three others are witnesses against him; Davis apparently an accomplice.

Cases of A. F. Brown and Henry Harrover

These two men are political prisoners from Fort Delaware, forwarded by Major General Schoepf in the belief that one (Brown) could assist in discovering the hiding place of the murderers from his knowledge of the country; and the other because when he was in Richmond he had overheard a conversation in which the name of Surratt was mentioned in connection with an appointment under the U. S. Government which was to result for the benefit of the rebels. Brown is recommended to be returned to Fort Delaware that Harrover be detained for a few days until Col. Burnett can have an opportunity to examine the papers & decide upon the expediency of using him as a witness.

Case of Capt. Samuel Coxe

He is a native of Charles County, Maryland; was a Captain in the confederate service;3 and when Booth in his escape passed by his place he aided him knowing him to be the assassin of the President. Negroes state that when the murderers came to the door Coxe held up a candle to see who they were, apparently recognized them and immediately blew out the light and invited them in, furnished them with whiskey & food and allowed them to depart in peace.



1 Summarizes the evidence gathered on fifteen individuals.

2 John Surratt was postmaster in Surrattsville at his mother’s tavern in 1862. He was removed the same year under suspicion of being “disloyal.”

3 The “Negro woman” Foster refers to was in all probability Susan Mahoney Jackson, whom Mary Surratt had hired three weeks earlier.

1 Dr. Samuel Alexander Mudd.

2 Thomas Davis and Frank Washington testified for the defense (Mudd).

3 Samuel Cox never served in the Confederate Army. He organized a militia unit in Charles County following Lincoln’s election in 1860 and was referred to as “Captain Cox.”

(2:135–36)
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John A. Foster

Letterhead: Headquarters Department of Washington, Office Provost Marshal General, Defenses North of Potomac

April 24, 1865

Col. Burnett,


Judge Advocate

Sir,

Can I have any of the handbills of rewards to send down the River for distribution on the Virginia side? I ordered 5,000, but I understand that they were only printed 5,000, which are being sent to the War Dept. Shall I send for 5,000 others or can you spare a sufficient number? Are there copies of the portraits to put in the bills?

I also have the honor to report that Mr. H. C. Ford, the party who with Raybold sold boxes on the day of the 14th has been brought from Baltimore and is now sent to the Old Capitol.

I remain,


Respectfully

John A. Foster

Col. & Judge Advocate

(2:251–52)
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Letterhead: Headquarters Department of Washington, Office Provost Marshal General, Defenses North of Potomac

Washington D. C, April 26th 1865

Col. Burnett

J. Adj.

Dear Sir,

Yesterday while examining Mrs. Surratt in the Old Capitol, Judge Olin was examining the parties arrested with Dr. Mudd, by order of the Sec. of War, as I understood him. The parties arrested with Dr. Mudd were Frank Washington, (col’d) E. Thomas, (col’d), and Thomas Davis.1 Shall they be sent to you for examination?

I have the honor to be,

Yrs. respectful Servant,

John A. Foster

Col. & J. Adv.



1 Frank Washington was a former slave of Samuel Mudd who stayed on as a farm laborer. Electus Thomas was a former slave of Henry Lowe Mudd, Samuel Mudd’s father, and stayed on as a laborer. Frank Washington testified at the conspiracy trial on behalf of Samuel Mudd.

(2:399–402)
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John A. Foster

Washington April 27 1865

Col. H. L. Burnett


Judge Advocate

Sir,

I have the honor to report that the following persons have been arrested and held subject to the orders of the Department of Washington.1

TABLE 8 List of Prisoners Held April 27, 1865


	1865		
	April 14	Oscar Hough,	Suspicion by Col. Wells
	" 16	Serg’t. Street 3rd Regt. 1 A. C.	Accessory by Col. Wells
	" 17	E. Spangler, Carpenter Ford’s Theater	Accomplice by Col Wells
	" 17	Jas. Maddox   "                  "	
"         "


	" 18	J. R. Ford       "                  "	Sec. of War
	" 19	J. T. Ford       "                  "	
"         "


	" 17	Mrs. M. Surratt	Accomplice Col. Wells
	" 17	Miss Surratt, living with Mrs. Surratt	
"         "


	" 17	Miss Fitzpatrick "               "	
"         "


	" 17	Miss Jenkins      "               "	
"         "


	" 18	Mr. Green	Disloyalty Gen. Augur
	" 18	Mrs. Green	
"         "


	" 19	Samuel. K. Chester, Actor	
"         "


	" 19	Wm. Gabriel	Suspicion Col. Wells
	" 19	J. D. Reamer	
"         "


	" 19	Miss Mary Cooke	Disloyalty
	" 20	W. P. James	
"         "


	" 21	Miss J. Ross	Disloyalty
	" 21	Miss Batchins	
"         "


	" 21	Frank Roth	
	" 22	Walter M. Barnes	
	" 23	Miss Ch. Robbins	
	" 23	Margaret Rosier	
	" 23	John M. Lloyd	Accessory sent in by Col. Wells
	" 24	Dr. S. Mudd	
"       "      "


	" 24	Frank Washington (col’d)	
"       "      "


	" 24	E. Thomas "	
"       "      "


	" 24	Thomas Davis	
	" 26	A. T. Brown Prisoners from	
	" 26	H. Harrover Fort Delaware	
	" 26	Mr. Parr	Acc. of J. H. Surratt
	" 26	Capt. Samuel Cox, C. S. A	sent in by Col. Wells


The parties above charged with disloyalty were mainly those who were heard expressing satisfaction at the murder of the President. The others are suspected of being accomplices or aiders of the murderers.

The evidence in each case is being collated & will be forwarded as completed.


Respectfully

John A. Foster

Col.



1 Of the thirty-two persons listed, three were brought to trial: Edman Spangler, Mary Surratt, and Samuel Mudd.

(2:906–13)

“R” 266 (JAO) 1865

Letterhead: Headquarters Department of Washington, Office of Provost

Marshal General, Defenses North of Potomac, Washington DC May 9th 1865

Names of persons committed to the Old Capitol Prison by Col. Foster Judge

Advocate, since April 13th.

TABLE 9 Names of Prisoners Committed to Old Capitol Prison by Col. Foster since April 13, 1865

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

(3:535–44)

“F” 537 (JAO) 1865

John A. Foster,

George Andrew Atzerodt lives at Hookstown, five miles from Baltimore, Maryland; is by trade a carriage painter; of dissipated habits; for the last few years has been living mostly at Port Tobacco, though he has from time to time been employed in his trade in various parts of Maryland.1 He states that in the first part of March last, John H. Surratt, who had previously made his acquaintance at Port Tobacco, asked him whether he would engage in a blockade-running expedition which would net them from $20,000 to $30,000. He agreed to do it. According to his own statement, without receiving any more definite idea of the nature of the blockade-running, he came to Washington, boarded at Mrs. Surratt’s, stayed there some time, was introduced to Wilkes Booth & David E. Herold and to Payne who also boarded at the same place under the name of Wood. He seems to have had large sums of money at this time, although doing nothing at his trade & living in an extremely dissipated manner, drinking very excessively. Two horses which had been owned by Booth and which had been kept by Surratt were taken to a stable and Atzerodt was permitted to exercise active ownership, apparently as the agent of Surratt. He professed to be attempting to sell them & after some time announced that he had sold one of them to a stage driver on the road between this city and Port Tobacco, and the other to a stable keeper in the lower part of the city. During all of this time he was very intimate with Surratt, Booth and Herold. He was continually in their company, although in every respect vastly their inferior intellectually and socially, they being men of refinement & he of sensual and vulgar habits. On the afternoon of the evening in question he brought a horse to the stable of Naylor on E Street near 14th, which he took from there about 5 o’clock rode out, returned about 8 giving directions not to unsaddle him but to have him out and ready for mounting exactly at 10 o’clock. According to his own account, Booth sent him in company with Herold in the afternoon to the Kirkwood House where he was to become acquainted with Vice President Johnson, for the purpose, as he said Booth told him, to procure a pass to go south to assist them in their blockade-running scheme.1 He went down there, but did not see Mr. Johnson. He then returned with Herold to the Herndon House where he met Booth & Payne. The four had a confidential conversation. Atzerodt says that Booth for the first time informed him that he was going to assassinate the President. That Wood was to kill Mr. Seward, & they wished him to kill Mr. Johnson. Atzerodt claims that he refused to do so and that then they asked him to guide them down to southern Maryland as he was familiar with that country. He says that he agreed to this. It is believed, however, from subsequent events, that he agreed to murder Mr. Johnson, for it was after this he left his horse at Naylor’s Stable as above mentioned, to be called for at 10 o’clock, and at 10 o’clock he called for the horse, took him out down to the Kirkwood House & went in and stayed for a short time. The room Mr. Johnson occupied in the Kirkwood House is nearly opposite to the door used ordinarily for parties entering the dining room. At the time he called at the Kirkwood House in the afternoon, between five and six, was the time when there were no meals & consequently this door was shut. At all other times a servant is placed there to receive tickets to prevent persons going in and eating who do not have tickets which are furnished to guests of the house. The next time he was in the Kirkwood House was the time for a ticket. He came upstairs and noticed, in front of Mr. Johnson’s door, was placed this servant who would necessarily see him enter Mr. Johnson’s room and therefore it would appear as though he were watching the room. After remaining in the hotel less than five, he mounted his horse, rode down D Street to 10th, turned up 10th in the direction of Ford’s Theater and was not again seen that night mounted. This was about 10 minutes past 10 o’clock. About quarter to 11 he was seen to enter a car upon the road between the Capitol and the Navy Yard about 6th Street East. His manner at that time was very much abstracted, so much so that he did not recognize a friend he sat next to until he called his attention by speaking to him and pushing him. On recognizing his friend he insisted upon his taking him to his house to sleep that night, and on his friend stating that he could not, asked him to take him to his store to sleep that night. His friend stated that the store was occupied by a clerk and that he could not allow anybody else to sleep there. He then renewed his importunity to be allowed to sleep in his friend’s bedroom and on his friend informing him he was going to sleep in the room himself, offered to take half of the bed. He was told that was impossible as the bed would be occupied by another friend with him. When his friend arrived at his house near the Navy Yard, he left the car and was followed by Atzerodt, who again renewed his importunity to be allowed to stay with him, and on refusing in a very peremptory manner, Atzerodt asked whether these cars would take him to Georgetown & on being answered in the affirmative, said he would take a car and return to Georgetown.

At 2 o’clock next morning he went to the Kirkwood House in company with a man who registered his name as Thomas and requested to have the room he had formerly occupied.1 Being told it was hired to another party he was shown another room and with this man Thomas occupied it that night. The next morning at 5 o’clock he left there and was next seen at Georgetown at which place he took the stage for Rockville. On reaching the forts, in obedience to orders then issued, he and the others were stopped and held. The stage being allowed to pass. He was detained there from 9 o’clock to 3 in the afternoon. During that time he treated the guard to several drinks and finally induced him to allow him to proceed in a wagon of one John Gaither, who took him as far as Rockville, where he left him & proceeded to his own house. From thence he managed to get to a cousin of his who lived near Monocacy Station where he was arrested two days afterward. He denies having any idea of the plot at any time prior to the night of the murder and says he never agreed to take any part in it, but nearly two months prior to this he stated to his sister & sister-in-law in Baltimore that he was engaged in an operation of which he would make a great deal of money or lose his life, and asked them whether if he was sentenced to be hanged, they would attend his funeral and they replied they would not. He again asked them the same question.

Since his arrest he has made a statement which, however, is full of contradictions and although acknowledging enough to show complicity with the murderers, he denies that he was to kill Mr. Johnson.



1 Atzerodt’s home during the war and at the time of the assassination was in the village of Port Tobacco in Charles County, Maryland. The Arnold family owned a house in Hookstown that was used as a retreat from Baltimore.

1 Vice President Andrew Johnson boarded at the Kirkwood House at 12th Street and Pennsylvania Avenue until he could find proper quarters to move into.

1 Atzerodt stayed at the Pennsylvania House, not the Kirkwood House.

(3:574–77)
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John A. Foster

Endorsement: War Dept. Washington DC April 22nd 1865, Resp. returned The soldier I think should be held for trial here. All the facts in the premises should be furnished the Judge Adv. of the Dept., with a request that charges should at once be preferred and the soldier placed on trial for “disobedience of order” and “neglect of duty to the prejudice etc.” H. L. Burnett Letterhead: Headquarters Department of Washington, Office Provost Marshal

General, Defenses North of Potomac, Washington, DC April 22nd 1865

Lieut. Col. Burnett

Dear Sir,

The murderer Atzerodt passed the guard on the Tennalytown Road on the morning after the murder and was taken from the stage.2 The sergeant allowed him to hang around, drinking with him frequently in a sutler shop nearby and finally permitted him to drive off in a farmer’s wagon toward Rockville.

Accompanying are the instructions furnished the guard. It will be perceived that his allowing Atzerodt to go was a direct violation of his orders. The sergeant is at our office under arrest. Shall we send him back to his regiment under arrest, or hold him here?

Yours very respectfully,

John A. Foster, Col. & J. A.



2 The guard in charge of the picket post was Sergeant Lewis L. Chubb. Chubb was court-martialed and charged with disobedience of orders and drunkenness on duty for allowing Atzerodt to pass through the military checkpoint. A trial was held on May 18, 1865, and Chubb was found innocent and returned to duty.

(3:679–81)
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Foster, J. A.

Letterhead: Headquarters Department of Washington, Office Provost Marshal

General, Defenses north of Potomac, Washington D. C. April 24th 1865

Col. Burnett


Judge Advocate

Sir,

You will please to let me know whether I can have any of the handbills ^of rewards^ to send down the river for distribution ^on the Va. Side^. I ordered 5000 but I understand that they only printed 5000, which are being sent to the War Dept. Shall I send for 5000 others or can you provide a sufficient number. Are there copies of the portraits to put in the bills?1

I also have the honor to report that Mr. H. C. Ford, has been brought to this office under guard and will be the party who with Raybold sold boxes in the day of the 14th has been brought from Baltimore & is now sent to the Old Capitol.


I ever am respectfully


Your obt Servt

Col J. A. Foster



1 On April 20 Secretary of War Edwin Stanton approved a reward of one hundred thousand dollars. A variety of reward posters were printed, some with spaces for affixing photographs of John Surratt, John Wilkes Booth, and David Herold.

(3:814–16)
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Foster, John A.

Letterhead: Headquarters Department of Washington, Office Provost Marshal

General Defenses North of Potomac, Washington, DC, April 22, 1865

Officer Rosch,

You will proceed to the residence of Mr. J. W. Reynolds where you will examine the papers & effects of Arthur Judd in the presence of Mr. Reynolds and then report to me.

John A. Foster

Col. & JA

(3:817)

“F” 615 (JAO) 1865


scrap of notepaper

Col. Foster 14th St. & NY Ave.

Arthur Judd,1 Capt. Borroll’s office boarded with J. W. Reynolds, Reynolds’s home; left Washington on Friday night April 14th; left key of his trunk on the wash stand in his room. Trunk in Reynolds’s house, [illegible]



1 Arthur Judd “disappeared mysteriously” on the night of the assassination, prompting the examination of his effects. Nothing came of it.

(6:462–67)

“W” R.B. (JAO) P100 1865

Col. Fosters report concerning

Louis J. Wiechmann.

Lewis J. Wiechmann is an employee in the office of Colonel Hoffman, Commissary General of Prisoners. He boarded with Mrs. Surratt and was very intimate with the family. On several occasions he has mentioned to one or two of his fellow clerks in the office a plan by which they could make a great deal of money; mentioned the sum of twenty-five or thirty thousand dollars; gave them to understand that it was something relating to ^the^ blockade-running business, and said that the persons who were in it were young men who were no more secessionists than Unionists; that they did it for the fun of the thing and to make money; did not care for one side more than the other. He gave an air of great mystery to the whole affair and never gave any details, though on one occasion a witness says about the time of the inauguration he spoke in relation to a plot which he thought was to assassinate all the officers. This was about the time that the draft was to be made. At that time he seemed to be very much depressed in spirits; witness says it was not on account of the draft, however, but for something that he seemed to have on his mind. He pretended that he intended to find the detail of the plot for the purpose of exposing it to the government. His friend advised him not to go into it as it was against the government; when he afterwards attempted to laugh it off and then said he intended to find it out for the purpose of reporting the same to the government.

One witness says that he remembers that the name of Booth was mentioned in connection with the conspiracy. On the afternoon of the 14th Wiechmann drove Mrs. Surratt to the residence of one Lloyd at Surrattsville, where she gave directions to have the firearms, which had been left for the Surratt’s, should be prepared when Booth and Herold should call for them that night. The house of Mrs. Surratt, where Wiechmann boarded, appears to have been a rendezvous for all the conspirators; Atzerodt, Young Surratt, Payne and also Wood, Mr. Seward’s assassin; all boarded there, and were in the habit of holding their meetings in Mrs. Surratt’s room downstairs. It seems extremely improbable that Wiechmann was ignorant of the entire plot, if he was not an accomplice; and it is presumed that he was endeavoring to induce his brother clerk to join the plot when he made use of the expressions above alluded to. Large quantities of official envelopes, with the official frank of the office of the Commissary General of Prisoners, were found in his room. Wiechmann was a graduate at the same college as Booth Surratt.

At about five o’clock of Saturday morning, after the murder he went to Nailor’s Stable, in a state of great excitement and tried to persuade the witness, Brooke Stabler, that Surratt had gone to Canada. He called for whiskey and seemed to be laboring under great apprehensions. The witness repeats several times the statement in regard to the state of excitement and trembling that Wiechmann was in; and says that he charged him, the witness, not to say anything about Surratt having gone to Canada; and that Booth had committed the murder, but seemed to impress upon his mind that it should not be repeated.


	J. HERON FOSTER	(2:702–5)


“F” 205 (JAO) 1865

Foster, J. Heron

Provost Marshals Office, 22nd Dist. Pa.

Pittsburgh, April 26th 1865

Gen. J. B. Fry

Provost Marshal General U.S.


Washington DC

General,

I learned last evening that J. Wilkes Booth’s name had been registered at a second class hotel in this city [Pittsburgh] on April 4th and that he was then in company with one W. W. McGregor of Crosscreek village, Washington County 23rd Dist. Penna., who bears the reputation of being a disloyal man, but against whom I have thus far been unable to trace anything definite.1 While diligently engaged in quietly investigating the circumstance, with the limited means at my command (having been ordered some days ago to dismiss all my special officers) I was this morning surprised to find the whole affair published in the Daily Commercial (copy enclosed marked “A”) thus enabling McGregor to escape if guilty and yet in the country.

My original impression, not changed by further investigation, is that Booth was not here on April 4th, but that someone, as a very silly if not criminal jest, has written his name on a blank line at the foot of the Red Lion Hotel register since the assassination.

The facts that one or two lines are ^frequently^ left blank at the foot of pages in the book, that two other names intervene between the names of McGregor and Booth; that there is a stiffness apparent in Booth’s name not seen in McGregor’s. Although on the theory that both were written by McGregor, the presumption is the same pen was used, seem to favor my view of the matter (see extracts from Hotel Register of Feb. 5th, Mar. 3rd, April 4th and April 12th enclosed marked “B”).

Again, were McGregor and Booth here and plotting assassination, it is improbable Booth would stop at a kind of wagon tavern in a city where he was rather well known, instead of the hotels he heretofore frequented, unless for the purpose of concealment, in which case neither he nor McGregor would have been at all likely to have registered Booth’s name.

I also enclose copies (marked “C”) of the statement of Mr. Wesley Kerr, the proprietor of the hotel. His son, J. B. Kerr, and Charles Dunning, clerk, comprising all the evidence I have been able to obtain today on the case.

If deemed by the department sufficient to justify the arrest of McGregor, I ask instructions to arrest him, and to employ the necessary officers (temporarily) to effect it. Although ordered to make no civil arrests unless specially directed, I should have deemed this a case as justifying my arresting him, had I found him in my district, and believed him in any way connected with the assassination, but with the impression I have, after a close examination of the writing, that the name of “Booth” is a very poor attempt to imitate McGregor’s handwriting by someone who knew McGregor’s copperhead proclivities. I did not deem it my duty (after the whole affair had been published to the world) to employ officers and send them into another district for that purpose.

I forward this letter direct, to avoid delay at Harrisburg (the A. A. M. G. being absent at present) in order that if McGregor’s arrest is deemed advisable under the circumstances, I may be at once so informed by telegraph.

I am General, very respectfully


Your obedient servant

J. Heron Foster

Capt. and Pro. Marshal

22nd Dist. Penna.



1 On April 4 Booth was in New York at his brother Edwin’s house. Booth left the next morning for Boston by train.

(2:706–7)
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Pittsburgh


The Daily Commercial

Wednesday April 26, 1865

J. Wilkes Booth in Pittsburgh before and after the assassination of President Lincoln; He is accompanied by W. W. McGregger, of Washington County; the facts laid before the Mayor.

A man registered his name at the “Red Lion Hotel” in this city, on the 3rd day April as “J. Wilkes Booth, Washington,” destination “Canada” In company with the stranger, and seemingly intimate with him, was a Mr. W. W. McGregor, a resident of Cross Creek, Washington county, who registered his name, but did not give his destination, only saying that he was on his way to Canada. It is alleged that McGregor is the same individual who organized a company some months since, not for the purpose of crushing out the rebellion, but of resisting the draft, but whose efforts in that line was frustrated by the prompt measures of the Provost Marshal. It is further stated, on what is deemed good authority, that the same individual who registered his name at the Red Lion Hotel on the 3rd of April as J. Wilkes Booth, was in the city since the assassination of the President and stopped at the same house for some hours, during which he slept upon a lounge in the sitting room and left for no one knows whither.

On Wednesday, the 12th inst., as appears by the hotel register, W. W. McGregor again stopped at the “Red Lion” and registered his name as coming from Niagara Falls. It will thus be seen that nine days elapsed from the time he and Booth were in the city together until his return. The inference is therefore strong that the two went to Canada together and probably returned in company, and proceeded direct to Washington to consummate the hellish deed of assassinating the President.

It may be asked why the man who registered his name as J. W. Booth was not arrested on his appearance at the hotel after the assassination. In answer, it may be stated that the recollection of his having been at the house had passed from the mind of the proprietor and his clerk, and was not recalled until yesterday, when the latter was shown a likeness of Booth which he at once identified as the same person who had stopped overnight some days previous, in company with McGregor, and on examination of the register, the names of the two parties were found on the third instant, as before stated. It is proper to state that the entries in the register are both in the handwriting of McGregor.

It is barely possible that the person who stopped at the Red Lion Hotel on the night referred to was not the J. Wilkes Booth who is charged with assassinating the President, but the fact of his being in company with McGregor, a person of notorious secession sympathies, and of his residence as Washington and destination Canada, would seem to point to him as the person. If McGregor is now in Washington County, he could possibly throw some light upon the subject, which he should do, as everything connected with the movements of Booth, both before and after the assassination are of deep interest.

As soon as the proprietor of the Red Lion was made aware of the facts he laid them before the Mayor, but what action that official has taken or will institute we are unadvised.

(2:713–14)
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Charles Dunning; swn; I am clerk at the Red Lion Hotel; I am acquainted with W. W. McGregor; He was at the house on the 4th of April; I do not know whether he registered his own name and that of J. W. Booth or not. I did not see him register himself. There was a man with him April 4th; and he and McGregor were always together; He wore a cap and had black frizzy hair. Think he had a mustache. McGregor was out nearly every night and one night the man that was with him was out with him. Think McGregor paid the bill for both. I think McGregor was there seven days; the other man was there one or two nights. My attention was first called to the registry of Booth and McGregor yesterday. The man who called my attention to it is now stopping at the house and is a relative of police officer Barney Dougherty. He asked me when that man had been there and I looked at it. The following printers stop at the hotel; James Hartzell, Chronicle, Wright, Commercial, and Bredin, Commercial, and one other, I don’t remember his name. McGregor was selling silver. He said he was not as dumb as people thought he was. That he was preaching in Canada and could make plenty of money. McGregor was also at the hotel when I went there March 1st. His name is registered Febr’y 27th residence Canada West. He was also at the house April 12th, and registered his name and residence Niagara Falls. The last time he was at the house was last week. He did not register his name. He came in the evening, left his baggage and went out and did not come back until the next morning, when he came and got his baggage and went away.


Dunning

(2:715–16)
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J. B. Kerr; swn; I am son of Wesley Kerr, proprietor Red Lion Hotel. I have often seen Mr. W. McGregor. Know him by sight. I remember about seeing him at the hotel about the 4th of April but don’t remember seeing any person with him. I have seen him write his name frequently, and I am confident that the writing of April 4th Mr. W. McGregor is his handwriting. I did not see him write either of the names. I don’t know who registered the name of J. W. Booth, but I am confidant it is in McGregor’s handwriting. This is all I know about the matter.

(2:724–25)

Booth stayed at the McHenry House in Meadville, Pennsylvania on June 10, and June 29, 1864.

“N” 207 (JAO) 1865

Foster, J. Heron

Provost Marshal’s Office 22nd District of Pennsylvania, Pittsburgh, April 27, 1865

Brig. Gen. J. B. Fry,

Pro. Mar. Gen. USA

General,

I have the honor to enclose the statement of Mr. James F. Duncan, oil dealer of this city, relative to J. Wilkes Booth and his associates & their presence at Meadville, Pa. at various times. As Meadville is near the Pa. Oil Regions, it is doubtless true, as Booth is said to have been interested in oil. At any rate, I deem it my duty to send the information, and forward it direct to avoid delay at Harrisburg, the AA Pro. Mar. Gen. being absent.

I am General Very Respectfully, Your obt. Servant,

J. Heron Foster

Captain and Provost Marshal 22nd Dist of Penn.

(2:726–28)
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XXII Dist. Penna.

Statement of James F. Duncan of Pittsburgh., Pa.

J. F. Duncan, 177 Wylie St. On Monday morning last, at the McHenry House, Meadville, Pa. there was exhibited by the clerk or proprietor a pane of glass on which was written: Abe Lincoln

Died Aug 13th/64


By poison

These words were deeply cut in the glass with a diamond. On examining the Register we found that J. W. Booth had occupied the room on June 4th 1864, and had with his friends occupied the same room several times.

At my request the clerk made copies of the names as they were registered. I don’t think that the information was communicated to the Provost Marshal there. From the writing on the pane of glass I think it is Booth’s. Booth’s name appears on the register six times.

(signed) Jas. F. Duncan

Sworn & subscribed before me at Pittsburgh, Pa. April 27, 1865

J. Heron Foster

Mr. Duncan further states that the statement published in the Pittsburgh Gazette is true, to the best of his knowledge and belief.


Newspaper clipping

The Assassin Booth; Singular Evidence of the Premeditation of his crime; Probable clue to the foul plot.

From Mr. J. F. Duncan, a worthy citizen of Pittsburgh, who has just returned from Meadville, Pa., we learn the following interesting informative facts relative to the premeditation of the murder of the President by Booth, which add to the evidence already accumulated to show that the terrible crime was concocted long since, though instead of the pistol, poison was to be used to effect his hellish purpose.

On the 4th of June, 1864, Booth registered his name, took a room and remained a short time at the McHenry House, Meadville. While there he wrote with his diamond ring, upon the glass in the window of his room, this sentence: “Abe Lincoln departed this life Aug. 13th 1864 by poison.”

Since then, Booth has been in the habit of frequently sending people to the McHenry House and they have generally occupied the room he had. The names of all these persons are now being transcribed from the hotel register, and will be placed in the hands of the proper authorities, in order that they may be traced up and one more clue, at least, be gained toward the discovery of the foul plot of assassination to which our beloved President has fallen a victim. The plate of glass on which the sentence quoted was written, has been carefully removed from the window and framed for preservation. The writing on it exactly corresponds with the signature of Booth on the register. It is undoubtedly his.

This information is in the hands of Mr. Snowden, agent here of the Associated Press, who will at once transmit it over the country.


	LEW FOSTER	(3:420–21)
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Lew Foster

Letterhead: War Department Adjutant Generals Office, Washington, May 7th 1865 12 15 AM


Copy


To the Commanding Officer


Old Capitol Prison


Washington DC

Sir,

The bearer, Corporal John A. Ransom Co. B. VRC will deliver to you with this a prisoner named Thomas L. Gardner1 of whom you will take charge and strictly guard until otherwise ordered by the Secretary of War or Col. H. L. Burnett, Judge Advocate War Department.

By order of the Secretary of War,


Lew Foster

AA Gen.

Note—I have directed Mr. Sidney Raymond, detective to put the prisoners horse in the government stables at corner of 18th & “H” Streets 1 Thomas L. Gardiner was the nephew of George Gardiner, Samuel Mudd’s nearest neighbor. Thomas delivered the one-eyed horse to Booth in Bryantown on December 19, 1864. Booth had purchased the horse from George the day before. It was at this time that Mudd was an overnight houseguest of the Mudd’s. Thomas Gardiner appeared as a witness for both the prosecution and the defense (Mudd).

(3:422–23)
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Endorsement: A.G.O. May 7, Mr. Sidney Ramond, the detective charged with the execution of the within order, informs me that he found “Squire Gardner” a very aged and feeble old man confined to his bed by a recent attack of fever. After some conversation with the family, he determined to arrest the nephew Thomas L. Gardner and did so, delivering him to me last night, and I sent him to the Old Capitol as per accompanying order Lew Foster, AA Gen.

Letterhead: Head Quarters Department of Washington office of Provost

Marshal General, Defenses North of Potomac, Washington D. C. May 5, 1865





Special Order

No. 94 Extract.

II. Captain J. T. Potts will at once cause the arrest of a certain Squire Gardner who lives near Doctor Mudd’s near Bryantown, Md. & deliver him to H. L. Burnett, Col. & Judge Advocate, War Department, Washington.





By command of

Major Gen. C. C. Augur

Geo. R. Walbridge

Capt. & Asst. Pro. Mar.

(3:424)
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Carroll Prison Washington DC

May 7th 1865

Recd. of Corpl. John A. Ransom VRC one man named Thomas L. Gardner.

Geo. H. Shepard

Capt. 116th NY SV





Comdg Guard


	FRAGMENT1	(2:293)
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Slip of paper torn from an old “menu” the opposite side gives address 71 West 45th Street New York. 10 April ’62 Thursday



1 The following three entries were among Booth’s papers in his room at the National Hotel in Washington.


	FRAGMENT	(2:294)


“B” 101 (JAO) 1865





Paper scrap

“I have to communicate, I make use of the only means of approach to you. I am about your own age, possibly a few months younger, and you will probably wonder that a woman …” [rest of paper torn off]


	FRAGMENT	(2:383–84)
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[torn fragment of letter writing on both sides]

As the archfiends elected still survives when his death his life & courage! Courage still, and wait the ides of March shall come to these states before the month is at hand, but caution, be ______ ______

____himself until you have the sign prepare for a ______ ______ bravely and all is well. My heart is stilled, my soul knows no master, and a will that cannot die and a calmness that of almost anguish, no other thought, no names spoken.


	CAPTAIN S. D. FRANKLIN	(3:1289–90)
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S. D. Franklin, Capt.

Washington April 28th 1865

Col. H. H. Wells





Provost Marshal

Col.

I have the honor to report that the pistol which obtained from your office belonging to Miss Cook is now in the possession of Mr. Ruby, the Post Master at Surrattsville. I gave it to him to protect himself when he was sent to the house of Dr. Mudd immediately after our arrival at Bryantown. I having been sent off on a scout during his absence have not been able to obtain it from him. The Powder flask & bullet molds are in the care of Mr. Montgomery at Bryantown. They can all be obtained by the stage driver on his next trip to Bryantown.





Very Respectfully





Your Obt Servt

S. D. Franklin

Capt. L Co. 20th Pa. Cav.

On special service with Col. H. S. Olcott


	COLONEL H. A. FRINK	(3:1128–29)
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Frink H. A. Col.

Letterhead: Military Provost Marshal’s Office,

District of Philadelphia, April 24th 1865

Special Orders No. 68

I. Capt. C. F. Maguire, 186 PV will at once proceed to the Girard House, Room 325, search the same, seize all papers found there in and deliver them to the Provost Marshal.

by Order of Colonel H. A. Frink, Provost Marshal

David Frank, 1st Lieutenant and Adjutant


	EDWARD FRAZER [FRAZIER, FRAZOR]1	(5:58–77, PW, Poore III:424, Pitman 49)
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St. Louis, Mo. Apl 24, 1865





Statement of Edward Frazer

Headqurs Dept. of the Mo.

Off. Pro. Mar. Gen.

St. Louis, Apl 24, 65

Along in 1863, in the month of August or September, I was introduced to a man in James McDonnell’s office, cor. of 5th and Pine, by the name of Minor Majors. The first two or three meetings didn’t amount to much. Finally, in one conversation, he brought up the subject of burning steamboats on the Mississippi River. McDonnell was present, and, I believe, heard the conversation. There appeared to be an understanding between them. Majors asked me what I thought about it. I told him I didn’t think it could be done. He said that he was authorized by the Confederate Government to come up here for this purpose and he wanted me to study over it and see what I thought about it. The next time I saw him there were some objections raised about the matter: I didn’t think it could be done, and he wanted me to try it. My reasons for talking to him, was to see how many were concerned in it, to see what was going on. I was then at work on the Steamboat Hannibal as Assistant Striker. Majors wanted me to stop off and try it. He gave me one hundred dollars in money. That was partly my reasons for stopping; the other was that I wanted to collect some money that was due me. He wanted me to burn the Hannibal that night. I told him there was nothing but sutlers stores on her, and it was not worthwhile. After a while, I met him again, and he gave me another hundred dollars, on Market Street. He gave me money several times $50 and $100 at a time.

One Sunday I was at 97 Fifth St. upstairs. In the room was a woman by the name of Mollie Lewis who was sick and a gentleman by the name of Harrison Fox. The fire bells commenced to ring and I got up and looked out of the front window. I saw nothing. I went to the back door, looked out and saw a fire. I started down town; got as far as Olive Street and went down to the river. When I got there I saw it was the following steamers Imperial,

Hiawatha,

Jesse K. Bell, and





Port Boy

They had floated down the river. That evening or the next, I met this man Majors, on Market Street. He asked me if I knew anything about these boats. I neither said yes or no, but I nodded my head. I asked him if he knew anything about them. He said he didn’t. In a few days he started to Illinois, giving me some money before he went, with the intention, as he said, of getting some money.

In three or four weeks afterwards; one Sunday, I was in a room on Locust Street, between 4th and 5th, and had been there about one hour. Fox was in the room at the time. We had been there about an hour, when a Negro came in to clean up the room. We got up and came downstairs; at the foot of the stairs we met Edward Furgeson, a US Policeman and some other man going towards the river. The engines were going up 6th Street. We walked up to 5th Street, but could see no smoke. I made the remark that the fire must be a long way up town. We turned and walked down to Market Street. At Market Street I happened to look toward the river and saw a smoke. I said there was another fire on the river. We started for the river and when we got down the boats were burned up.

They were:

Chancellor,

Forrest Queen, and

Catahoula.

I met Majors a few days after he came back from Illinois. He asked me if I knew anything about those boats. The reply was the same as before. He said, “all right”, and passed on. Previous to this the Robert Campbell was here and was loaded with Government freight at the Levee. He wanted me to have her burned at the Levee. I made the remark it would not do; it would create too much excitement. He then wanted her burnt between here and Cairo. I told him I would see about it, and the day the boat went out he wanted me to go down and see about it. I went down on the Levee and staid a few minutes. When I met him again he wanted to know if I had been there. I said I had, but there was no use in talking. I saw two detectives going down on the boat; on the boiler deck, and we had to let her go. That trip the boat was burned at Milliken’s Bend, by Isaac Aleshire, who was employed by Tucker, as I found out afterwards from Majors. Aleshire told me, in Mobile, subsequently, that he burnt the Imperial and blew up the City of Madison, and that he got five thousand dollars from Tucker in Mobile for the Campbell. Majors left here soon after the Forrest Queen and others were burned, to go to Illinois to get some money. I found out afterwards that he went through Illinois and Kentucky to the Confederate lines and down to Mobile. There he saw Tucker and found out that the Robert Campbell had been claimed, besides others that he thought had not. He got back here on New Year’s Eve, 1864.

I think I saw him in Barrett’s house, on the SE Cor. of 7th and Market Street. He told me about his being in Mobile, about the Campbell being claimed and everything. I thought, then, he suspected me. He gave me that night $300, and then it went on for a long time. He wanted me to make a “big strike”.

Then in comes Mr. Barrett, who Majors said had full authority from down below, and he was to go in to it and take charge of land operations. Not long afterwards, in the spring, Majors went to Memphis and took me with him. When we got there he made up some excuse to send me back here to see Barrett. I came here, told Mr. Barrett, and immediately went back to Memphis again. When I got there, I found him and Mr. L. B. Harwood, of this city, putting up at the Gayne’s House. Majors wanted me to go there and put up, too. I did so. He staid a week or ten days after I got there, but finally Majors got a pass and went through, and Harwood came to St. Louis. I came up to St. Louis, too. Majors told me to come to Harwood, and he would furnish me money.

Harwood gave me $175 for which I receipted. Then Harwood asked me if, provided he would furnish $1300 or $1500, I could not go on and make a big burning of Steamboats at the Levee; “two or three big strikes” as he called it. I told him I thought there had been enough done now. I saw no money in it. He had been furnishing Majors with money. I found out afterwards that Majors went down to Mobile with Thomas L. Clark, whom he met on the way. At Mobile, he saw Tucker, and then they went on to Richmond. These things were all claimed by Tucker and Majors; who got into a squabble about it. Majors got around and got to see Jeff Davis. Davis was to advance him in some way, $100,000 on claims. He came out and Tucker happened to hear of it, in some way, and then he went to Davis and got him to put that on his claims land, steamboat, and everything else. When I got to Mobile, I understood that Tucker gave Majors $5,000 in gold. Clark at the same time put in his claims and got the money on them.

Clark and Majors left Mobile together, and came on up the railroad. Majors borrowed $5,000 in gold of Clark, with the understanding that Clark was to go with him boat-burning. He sold that money for greenbacks. He sent into Memphis $6,700 or $7,600, I wont be certain which, by a man by the name of Triplett to be sent by Express to Harwood, at Saint Louis. I happened to be in Memphis when Triplett got in. I asked if he had seen a man by the name of Majors. He said he had, that Majors had sent in money by him to be sent to Saint Louis. I tried to get the money, but he would not give it to me, but agreed to send it up to Saint Louis by Express that evening. I went up to Saint Louis immediately and told Harwood that it was coming. He said nothing, and I asked him several times afterwards if it had come. He said it hadn’t. Mr. Barrett came to see me one morning, and he told me that that money had arrived. I told Mr. Barrett that I didn’t care that I had had fuss enough with Harwood about the money. Barrett went and saw him and when he came back he asked me how much I wanted. I told him I didn’t care, $3,500 or $4,000. He went and saw Harwood again, and came up and saw me and told me that it would be all right for me to call and see Harwood. I went down to Harwood’s house; His clerk gave me a package, rolled up in a newspaper, which contained $3,465 or $3,470. Barrett wanted me to go on and do something, but I kept putting it off. Presently Majors came and he wanted me to do something. I told him I didn’t have money enough; that it would not bring me in enough to pay my debts. Directly afterwards Wm. R. Irwin came in. He said Clark had loaned this money to be used for this purpose. I told him I didn’t care if he had; I was not going to do anything without money. He went and saw Majors, and Majors made an appointment to meet him at the St. Clair Hotel, on the Cor. of 3rd and Market. That was about May, and Majors gave me $6,000, that afternoon, in greenbacks. It went on for a while longer, and when I looked around, Barrett was gone; had left the city.

A short time afterwards Majors went too. I then heard that these claims had been laid over for further proof by the authorities at Richmond. So I concluded I would take a trip down South. I left there along about the 1st day of August and went from here to Memphis, put up at the Greentree House, and went out with Gen. Smith’s wagon train to Col. Fletcher’s house, where I staid that night. There I met Clark and Dillingham; they were waiting for something or other.

Dillingham had a relative living there. I started the next morning, went down to Hernando and Senatobia and to Panola; then Charleston, Miss, where I arrived a week after I left here, and where I learned Clark had just come on from Richmond. He asked me if I knew anything about this or that. I said yes to everything that was not claimed, and some things that were claimed. He said I would have to go on to Richmond. He said he would pay all expenses. I went down to Mobile, from there to Richmond. At Richmond Clark introduced me to the Sec. of War, Sec. Seddon. Clark told his business; when he sent us to the Sec. of State, J. P. Benjamin, I believe. He looked our statements over and took time to consider. Dillingham was with us all the time. We stopped at the Spotswood House. The next day I went there and Mr. Benjamin asked me if I knew all the claims were right and correct. I told him they were as far as I knew. He then offered Thirty Thousand Dollars, in greenbacks, to settle. I told him I could not take that. Then he said he would take time to study again.

Dillingham claimed the doing of this big affair in Louisville, the burning of the Medical Department there. Benjamin wanted a statement of that made out. We went back to the Hotel sat down and I wrote a statement of it and signed his name to it, but before this Benjamin had offered Thirty Five Thousand Dollars in gold.

Then Clark went to see him, and before he went I told him to get all he could, but not to take less than Thirty Five Thousand, and to get all the more he could. When he came back he said he had taken the Thirty Five Thousand down, and Fifteen Thousand on deposit, payable in four months, provided those claims of the Louisville matter were all right. I think that is the way the receipt read. I went over to Benjamin’s to sign the receipt, and while I was there the President, Jefferson Davis, sent for me. I went in to see him with Mr. Benjamin. Mr. Davis was talking about sending men up here to destroy the “Long Bridge” near Nashville. He asked me if I knew anything about it; where it was. I told him I did. He asked me which would be the best way to send men up here to do it. I told him I thought it was rather dangerous to send men up here, who had never been here. He wanted to know if I would not take charge of it. I told him yes, provided he would stop all men from coming up here, as they would only hinder the work. He said he would do it, and wanted to know if I wanted any men from there to help me. I said I didn’t. Benjamin said the pay would be Four Hundred Thousand Dollars for burning the Bridge.

After we got all ready to leave, Mr. Benjamin gave us a draft for Thirty Four Thousand Eight Hundred Dollars, in gold, on Columbia, South Carolina. Two Hundred Dollars we kept out to pay expenses. Clark got passes from the Sec. of War; 12 or 13 in all.

When he was going over to get our passes from Richmond to the Federal lines, he asked me if we hadn’t better bring some extra ones to use in case of necessity. I told him he might get some; 3 or 4 would do; and he got several besides for men who were down there. The second or third day we were at Richmond we met Thorpe. Clark was acquainted with him. He had been conscripted into the Marine Service, but had a Doctor’s certificate to exempt him. The authorities were after him to put him in service again, and he wanted to get away from them. Clark asked me if I would help him. I said certainly. We told Thorpe the same. Dillingham, Clark and myself were sitting in a Park one morning, and a man passed by, when Dillingham said “there goes Mitchell Pete.” I had never seen the man before but, when I went over to the Hotel, Dillingham brought him in. He wanted to bring Pete through with us. It appears that Mitchell Pete was out on furlough, which he himself extended for 6 months. We brought him to Mobile and paid his way.

At Mobile, we had to lay over a short time. General Maury, the Dept. Commander, had been relieved by Dick Taylor; who was coming in. Our passes were made out at Richmond, on the 23rd of August, and were not signed till the evening of the 24th. On the 24th an order was issued in the papers revoking all passes issued on or before the 23rd of August, so they would not approve our passes, when we got to Mobile. We telegraphed to Jeff Davis about it. He replied to Taylor and we were allowed to go on. We got to Mobile one afternoon, and put up at the Battle House; all of us in one room. The money was in saddlebags and carpet sacks. They all went out to get shaved and cleaned up; nobody in the room but myself. Along about 1 o’clock I rung the bell for the porter to bring dinner up to my room. He said he would, and I lay down on the bed and fell asleep. I slept about 15 or 20 minutes, when Clark came in and woke me up. One of the carpet sacks (Thorpe’s) which had a sack of $4,000 in it, was open and the sack gone. Clark asked me if I knew anything about it. A good deal of fuss was made over it. The balance of the money was then put in the Hotel safe, and I was arrested by the Provost Marshal; searched and everything taken away from me, and I was locked up in the Calaboose. I had been there about 3 hours, when Clark was put in. The next morning we were both let out. I think Clark stole the money, and put me in to clear himself. The authorities, meanwhile, had got on the track of Thorpe, and were hunting all over for him, so he heard from Richmond. I had him hid in my room pretty near all the time.

If they had caught him he would have swung, and me too for helping him. We finally left Mobile, and came on up to Jackson. The party consisted of Mitchell Pete, Thorpe, Clark and myself. We got to Jackson and had been there a day and a night when Dillingham and Murphy came. Murphy told me in Mobile that he was the man that burnt the Champion, for which he got $3,000. He blew up the Caison in Memphis that partly burned a towboat or gunboat; was in the party that captured a schooner below New Orleans and turned her over to the rebel authorities. We left Jackson and went to Senatobia, and on the way we sold some of our gold for greenbacks.

We had a big spree at Mobile. Dillingham got $2,400 or $2,500 of the money, and they all got some of it.

We came on up the railroad to a place called Oakland station. There Clark left one sack of money and there we met Irwin and a fellow by the name of Thompson. They came with us to Senatobia, where we hired a wagon, and Mitchell Pete, Thorpe, Murphy, Clark and myself and a woman came through to Fletcher’s house, near Memphis. At Fletcher’s I staid about two hours, where all of these fellows got some of the money we brought from Richmond.

I found that Majors had one man stationed back of Memphis, another to run to Clark, Clark to run to Mobile to Tucker, and so on to Richmond. He had a regular line.

I met Parks at Fletcher’s. He, myself, this woman and a Negro woman came into Memphis together. We got about halfway in when we saw some soldiers digging up the body of a soldier that had been shot by bushwhackers sometime before. We were going in, and they asked us if we would not take the body in. I told them I would, so they let their own wagon go, put him in our wagon, and we took him to the camp of the 7th New Jersey Cavalry. I then got on a boat and came up to St. Louis.

I brought about $13,000; some of it I lost after I got here. The balance I spent, and gave away and have very little left.

Question: What connection did Parks have with this business?

Answer: That is more than I can tell. I am satisfied that him and Majors were connected together; that he lent Majors a horse, etc. and used to bring word for Majors into Memphis.



1 Frazier was part of a special group of Confederate agents who were known as the Boat Burners. Over the course of the war these agents successfully destroyed more than sixty steamboats, with a large loss of life including civilians. The Confederate Congress passed a bill authorizing bonus awards to the Boat Burners based on the extent of destruction; see Confederate S.A. Documents No. 2, S. 194 (4:219–23). Frazier was arrested at his residence in St. Louis on December 24, 1864, and interrogated as part of Joseph Holt’s strategy to show that under Jefferson Davis’s orders Black Flag warfare was not only acceptable but was also rewarded. According to Holt, if Davis could approve the burning of boats with civilians and wounded soldiers aboard, he could approve the assassination of President Lincoln.
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Letterhead: Post Office, Washington DC

April 27th 1865





General Holt





Judge Advocate General





Washington DC

Sir,

In compliance with the request of the Hon. Secretary of War, I send you herewith three packages containing two hundred and ninety-one letters addressed to, or coming from persons in and other British provinces in North America.1

I have the honor to be,





Very respectfully

Your obt. Servt.

L. Free Assist. Postmaster



1 Secretary of War Stanton was interested in seeing if any of the Canadian letters contained links between Booth and Confederate agents operating from Canada. None were found.
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L. Tree

Asst. P.M.

Letterhead: Post Office, Washington City, DC,

April 26th 1865





General Holt





Judge Advocate General

Washington, DC

Sir,

In compliance with the request of the Hon. Secretary of War, I send you herewith a package containing eighty-four letters addressed to or coming from persons in Canada and other British provinces in North America.

I have the honor to be





Very respectfully

Your obt. Servant

L. Free Asst. P.M.

(2:431–32)
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L. Free

Letterhead: Post Office, Washington City DC

April 28, 1865

I hereby acknowledge the receipt of one hundred and sixty-six letters from Brevet. Col. H. L. Burnett, Judge Advocate.

L. Free

Asst. Postmaster

(3:1010–11)
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L. Free, Asst. Postmaster

April 29, 1865

Letterhead: Post Office, Washington City, DC,

Received of Col. Burnett, Judge Advocate, fifty-nine letters (Canadian).

L. Free Asst. Postmaster

(3:1026–27)
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L. Free, Asst. Post Master, Washington

Letterhead: Post Office, Washington City, DC

May 6, 1865

Received of Bvt. Col. H. L. Burnett, Judge Advocate five hundred letters (Canada).

L. Free, Assist. Postmaster


	P. L. FREE	(3:1073–74)
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P. Free

Letterhead: Post Office, Washington City, DC

June 21, 1865

Received of Brevet Col. & Judge Advocate H. L. Burnett, seven hundred and fifteen letters sent to that office for examination.

P Free, Assist. Postmaster


	JAMES H. FRENCH	(3:335–36)
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Envelope: Address William T. French Esq., Washington City, DC, Per flag of truce, Postmark Old Point Comfort Feb

[written on reverse: Not at 400 D Street]

Gordonsville, Va.

January 12th 1865

My dear brother;

Should you acknowledge the receipt of this, I will write you at greater length.

Ever and truly yours.

James H. French


	WILLIAM F. FRENCH	(3:333–34)
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French, William F.

Letterhead: Quartermaster General’s Office, Washington DC June 8th 1865

Col. Bnurnett,

Enclosed please find a letter directed to William F. French, Washington, DC. Seeing the name of French in a letter produced on trial of the assassins prompts me to send this to you, thinking it may be of use to you. The letter was handed to me by the carrier of the PO in Jany last. I do not know either of the parties.





Very Respectfully

Your Obt. Servant

William M. French

6th Div. 2 MPA
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Frost, Henry A.

Westmeath, June 12th 1865

To Hon. Secretary Seward

Sir,

There has been a very suspicious looking person in this neighborhood for some time past, who is going round the country lecturing on temperance, whom a number of persons suppose to be Mr. John Surratt, one of the persons implicated in the assassination of President Lincoln.1 This person is of medium height; thick set; and has a stoop on his shoulders, which are pretty broad; has a high forehead and black hair which recedes back and leaves the front part bare; his eyes are very dark and piercing; his complexion is dark; no mustache, very loquacious and well informed; When he is talking he has a fashion of wrinkling up his forehead; his ears are remarkably large and his mouth is pretty wide with well formed set of teeth.

I have noticed that there is something pressing very heavily on his conscience which gives him great uneasiness during his sleep; he makes a great profession of religion; he does not deny that he came from the states. He says he was born in Ohio and failing in health had traveled for three years in the states and his health having improved he thought he would come over to Canada for fear of being pressed into the ranks. From his appearance I would judge that he is about thirty years of age. If this description bears any resemblance’s to Mr. John Surratt, please let me know immediately.





Yours very truly

Henry A. Frost

Address: Westmeath County of Renfrew, Canada West



1 On June 12 John Surratt was in St. Liboire, Quebec, under the care of Father Charles Boucher. Surratt remained there until after his mother’s execution, when he left for Europe.
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Fry Jas. B.

Washington DC April 29th 1865

Gen. Hinks,

Arrest and send to this city J. H. Simonds1 of Oil City, Penna.

(sgd) Jas. B. Fry PMG



1 Joseph Simonds managed Booth’s oil interests in Venango County, Pennsylvania.
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Fry, Jas. B.

Letterhead: War Department, Provost Marshal General’s Bureau, Washington DC May 1, 1865

Judge,

Major Bingham, Judge Advocate for the trial of the assassins desires me to send to you for all the testimony you have taken in these cases, & or please state what you have done with it if not in your possession. It is desired for the trial.





Yours truly

James B. Fry

Pro. Mar. Gen.





Judge Olin

Dear Bingham, All the testimony I took with exception of the examinations I took at the Old Capitol prison & which I handed to the Sec. of War was left with Supt. Richards, Chief of Police who I suppose has the examinations. Your obt. Servt.

(3:77–83)
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Endorsements: May 12th 1865 Respectfully returned to the Hon. E. M. Stanton, Sec. of War and his attention invited to report of Capt. J. N. Pronk, Pro. Mar. 115h Dist. NY by which it appears that the report at the town of Middletown NY of the assassination of His Excellency the late President, previous to its occurrence arose from a political discussion between two persons, a Miss Decker and a Mr. Taylor, and that no organization, hostile to the government exists in that neighborhood.

James B. Fry Pro. Marshal

Letterhead: Sate of New York, Northern Division, Headquarters, Provost

Marshal, 11th District, Goshen, NY May 4th 1865

Brig. Gen. James B. Fry





Provost Marshal General





Washington DC

General,

I have the honor to report in compliance with the endorsements on the within enclosures relating to the report of an alleged report at Middletown, NY just prior to the assassination of the President to the effect that he had been shot.

That immediately after such rumor had gained currency, I made the necessary personal inquiries about Middletown to ascertain the neighborhood in which it originated and I forthwith dispatched a Deputy from this office with the fullest instructions to probe the matter. This he did. The investigation was thorough and searching and elicited the fact only that such words had been uttered recklessly while engaged in partisan discourse.

It seems that one Miss Decker and one Mr. Taylor are employed as servants upon the farm of a Mr. Jansen, about seventeen miles from Middletown, and in the County of Ulster, in the 11th District. Miss Decker resides in the family of Jansen and is thoroughly loyal.

Mr. Taylor resides upon the farm of Jansen, and is a so-called moderate democrat and of course decidedly opposed to the administration. On Thursday evening, April 13th Miss Decker and Taylor met at the house of the latter and in a animated political discussion, Taylor remarked “President Lincoln was Dead.” Or that “he had been killed, or that he had been shot” or words of like import and that he heard so at the “Bush” meaning a village called “Pine Bush” about four miles off; that when Miss Decker returned from Taylor’s house to Jansen’s that evening, she reported to Jansen the conversation between them; that on the following morning (Friday) Jansen communicated it to a Mr. Cowley whose wife reported it in the hearing of a number of persons assembled on that day in Church meeting at Hopewell, a small village in that vicinity; that Robert M. Thompson was then and there present and heard the story as told and then wrote and furnished the published newspaper article herewith.

Mr. Robert M. Thompson is the enrolling officer of the town of Crawford and is a very intelligent, reliable, substantial man. It is his opinion concurred in by other loyal men of like character in that vicinity, that the judgment of Jansen in the case may be accepted, and that knowing his opinion coupled with Taylor’s explanations it is not probable that Taylor had ever heard the statement that he uttered to Miss Decker.

A party was sent to Taylor for an explanation and he stated that he was accustomed to discussing politics with Miss Decker and that he frequently said whatever would be likely to tease and fret her, that he made the remark quoted as to the death of Mr. Lincoln and that he had not heard anything of the kind from any person either at the “Bush” or elsewhere. Mr. Jansen who is a thoroughly loyal and worthy man is satisfied that Mr. Taylor’s explanation is true.

I would further report that upon the short careful inquiry, I am satisfied there is not in Pine Bush or in the vicinity any organized society or combinations of persons in secret opposition to the government and Mr. Jansen and his neighbors are confident that if there is such, Mr. Taylor is not connected with or in sympathy with it or its purposes.

Your Obt. Servant





James Pronk

Capt. & Provost Marshal

11th Dist. NY.

(3:84)
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Letterhead: War Department, April 24, 1865

Case of a report that President Lincoln had been shot circulated at Middletown NY several hours previous to his actual assassination.1

Referred to the Provost Marshal General to cause the report to be investigated.

The asst. Provost Marshal at Middletown.

C. A. Dana

Asst. Secretary of War



1 False reports of Lincoln’s assassination occurred at various times throughout his presidency.

(3:851–54)
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James B. Fry

Letterhead: War Department, Provost Marshal General’s Bureau,

Washington DC April 27th 1865

Col. J. A. Foster





Judge Advocate

Hdqrs. Department of Washington

Colonel,

Some days since, I received information by telegraph that one Chas. Cowlam was under instructions from Gen. Hill, coming from Detroit, Michigan, to report to me. I had been expecting said Cowlam for several days when I accidentally learned yesterday that he arrived some time ago and was under your control. On sending for, and having an interview with him, I am informed in substance as follows, viz.: That he came here by instruction from my assistant in Michigan, Gen. Hill, with instructions to report to me and deliver a sealed letter; that after his arrival, through misapprehension or advice, he went to you, without having seen me; that you took from him the letter addressed to me, broke it open and read and subsequently gave it back to him and employed him as a detective; that yesterday, having been advised or directed to deliver the letter to me, he called upon you and conferred on the subject, and that you instructed him not to deliver the letter to me, but again yourself took possession and made other disposition of it.

If the facts are as stated, or substantially so, your action in the case, especially as regards the letter, seems to have been unusual, improper and unnecessary and requires explanation. I have been in the city and accessible at all times since Cowlam’s arrival. I have not yet seen the letter and know nothing as to its contents and can conceive of no sufficient reason for this apparent attempt to prevent it reaching me.

Please inform me by what authority and for what purpose you, in the first instance, took possession of and broke open the letter, and by what authority and for what purpose you yesterday again took possession and so disposed of said letter that it has not reached me.

I shall be glad to find that the public service has been benefited by your retention and employment, without my knowledge or consent, of this man, who was sent to me by one of my assistants, but I have reason to doubt his present usefulness. Will you please inform me whether you desire to retain him.

I am, Colonel,

Very Respectfully,

Your Obt. Servt.

James B. Fry





Provost Marshal General


	FULLER FARM OIL COMPANY1	(2:299)
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23 Congress Street, Boston

October 10, 1864

The books are now open for subscriptions to a portion of the stock of the Fuller Farm Oil Company, at Five Dollars per Share.

As a considerable part of the amount offered is already subscribed for, persons desiring to take advantage of the subscription price, would do well to give the matter immediate attention.

Thos. C. Lombard,





Secretary and Treasurer



1 In December 1863 Booth joined with two friends, John Ellser and Thomas Mears, and purchased land on the Fuller farm where oil had been discovered. By the following summer, Booth had invested six thousand dollars and lost most of this investment when the oil well failed.
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Washington D. C.

19th April ’65

William Gabriel

William Gabriel deposes and says that he resides in Washington County, five miles beyond Hagerstown, Maryland; that he is a farmer by occupation and that sometime in February last he met John D. Reamer in his store in Hagerstown, where witness went to get a suit of clothes for his son. That Reamer told him that it was rumored that an army had come from some foreign country to Canada to invade the North and that more men were expected to follow. That the North would then be worse off than ever for it would have to fight the south & this army from Canada. Some further conversation ensued, during which Reamer said that a hundred thousand dollars were raised to have President Lincoln assassinated. That half was to be paid in hand to the man that did it, and the other half after the thing was done. That Reamer said that he did not know who the man was to be, but that by the 15th of April Mr. Lincoln would not be President.

After I left the store I went to the Hagerstown Bank on some business. There I saw Mr. Marshall, cashier and repeated to him what Reamer had told me.

William Gabriel

City of Washington

Dist. Of Columbia

Sworn to & subscribed before me this 19th day of April AD 1865

H. S. Olcott

Specl Com. War Dept.


	WILLIAM R. GAITHER	(4:502–3)
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July 1st 1865

Wm. B. Gaither.

War Department

Washington City

July 1st 1865

Received, this date, of Col. H. L. Burnett, Judge Advocate, a bag of papers, letters and accounts, and two pistols, taken by order of Col. Foster of Wells, on night of 19th of April, 1865.

Wm. B. Gaither

(3:548–53)
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William R. Gaither

April 20, 1865

William R. Gaither sworn, duly testifies as follows:

I live in Charles Co. about four miles above Rockville.1 My business is farming. Do not know a man by the name of Atzerodt. Know a man who I since have heard was Atzerodt. The first time I ever saw him was when he got out of the stage up here at the pickets.2 It was last Saturday morning near 11 o’clock. I was going home. I was in a light two-horse ^spring^ wagon alone. He was on the Rockville Stagecoach. It was on the Tennalytown road where the pickets are stationed. There was no person else besides him in the stage except the driver. He ^told him he^ would have to get out. He got out. The picket said he had no right to the stop the mail, that the mail would have to go on. The man who was taken from the stage passed about among the 40 or 50 wagons which were there and talked with them, being very familiarly & jovially in a way as though he knew everybody. He asked me how I was traveling and I pointed to my wagon, and he asked me if he could get a seat up with me. I told him I had no objection, that some company was better than none. One of the pickets came back this way and fetched up the news to search the wagons and let the citizens pass through. He then got up into the wagon with me, and made a very polite bow to the Captain and said, “It’s all right so far.” He then got into the wagon with me. Up to this time I was off the carriage in a little store. It was three or four hours from the time the stage left arrived till we left. I do not think it was more than 11 o’clock when he came, and they did not let us through till three o’clock as near as I could guess. During this time he and the officer of the guard1 were in the little store and they drank cider together. They did so twice, nothing but cider that I saw. I do not know the man who commanded the picket. He was the one he talked with mostly. I do not recollect particularly what he said to him. It was not all in my hearing. Sometimes they were by themselves and at other times they were not. He appeared to be very familiar with him. He finally got in my carriage and I drove him off. I cannot tell how many other wagons were stopped by this picket.

He went with me two miles past Rockville to Mulligan’s shop.2 I left him at the shop and he said that his father’s wagon was behind and that he would stop there till he came up. That was at the fork of the road. I took the left hand road; was then only about two miles from home. I have never seen him since nor heard of him till this evening. The fork is about 14 miles from Georgetown. On the way he was talking about five horses, and girls, and buggies and dogs and trifling things. Did not say anything else at all. I asked him about this affair, and he said that it appeared that there was a man by the name of Booth who was suspected of the deed, and that was pretty much all he said about it. He said that Booth had ^killed^ Abraham Lincoln. He did not say who had killed Mr. Seward; did not say anything about Mr. Seward. He did not appear to be on that subject at all; appeared as if he did not care anything about it. The stage passed me as I was coming back this way, ^about halfway^ between Tennalytown & Rockville; about where Mrs. Rabbit keeps. I do not recollect whether it was the same driver that went out who came back or not. I do not know the driver. A good many people on this road know me that I do not know. I live about 4 miles above Rockville; this side of Gaithersburg ^about^ three miles. Do not know how far Germantown is from my place. Have heard of it. As well as I can understand, it is this side of ^the^ Baltimore & Ohio Railroad. It is about 6 miles from Rockville to Gaithersburg. I know a man by the name of Hopkins in Brookville. He is a pretty decent kind of fellow but drinks sometimes. Do not know whether he is secesh. My political opinions are that the south ought to have their rights and be brought back into the Union with their rights. I voted against the Emancipation of Slavery in Maryland. Had no Negroes for life, but had four for a term of years.



1 Gaither lived in Montgomery County, Maryland, between the present cities of Gaithersburg and Rockville.

2 Gaither was returning from Washington in his farm wagon when he was stopped for four hours in a long line of wagons waiting to be cleared by the military pickets stationed in Tenleytown on the main road to Rockville, Maryland. Atzerodt left the stagecoach he was riding in and talked Gaither into giving him a ride as far as Rockville. Both Gaither and Atzerodt were allowed to pass the picket checkpoint.

1 Sergeant Lewis L. Chubb, 13th Michigan Light Artillery. Chubb was court-martialed on two counts: “drunkenness on duty” and “disobedience of orders,” allowing Atzerodt to pass through Chubb’s picket post. Chubb was found not guilty of both charges.

2 John Mullican ran a small tavern and blacksmith shop on the northern edge of Rockville, Maryland. Atzerodt stopped briefly at the tavern before continuing to the farm of Hartman Richter.


	W. GALLAND	(3:269–72)
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Galland, W.

Bolivar, Mo., May 22nd 1865

Hon. E. M. Stanton

Sec. of War

Washington, DC

Dear Sir,

As it appears to be the object of the government authorities to sift to the bottom for the traitors that produced the assassination of President Lincoln and bring the guilty parties to a just punishment, I will relate a circumstance which may throw some light upon the subject.

I was formerly Capt. of Co. H 6th Regt. Iowa Vol. Inft., was made a prisoner at the battle at Pittsburg Landing on the 6th of April 1862; was conveyed to Memphis Tenn. with Gen. Prentice and several other officers and soldiers; was taken suddenly and violently ill with Cholera Morbus and taken to Overton Hospital in that city where I remained two or three weeks.

I was the only Federal Officer in that hospital and after I became convalescent some visitors were allowed. Many called to see me. Some to sympathize and some out of curiosity. Among others who visited my room was a Doctor Marston, who informed me that he was an Alabamian from near Catawba I think that he held the position of Surgeon Gen. on Gen. Bragg’s staff and was temporary Medical Doctor at Memphis.

I had frequent examinations with him and regarded him as a fair type of the educated southern gentleman. In conversation about the war and its probable result he stated that it is true that you may finally overpower us by force of numbers but you never can conquer us, after you have broken up our military organization, we will wage a guerrilla war against you. We will burn your cities and your shipping. We will assassinate Abe Lincoln, his Cabinet and all your public men, so help me God. This is the deliberate purpose and plan of the heads of the Confederate Government sustained and approved by our people. We have already counted the cost and know that the hands will not be wanting to execute and immortality will crown the name of him who shall with steel or poison wipe out of existence “Lincoln the Tyrant” This is the substance and as near his words as I recollect. Make whatever you may deem best of this.

Yours respectfully,

W. Galland


	M. GANGEIVER	(6:554–55)
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Treasury Department

3rd Auditors Office June 9th 1865

Gangeiver, A. M.

Endorsements

War Department

June 12th 1865

Respectfully returned to Brig. Gen Hardie. The within named Clem H. Pearson was arrested for other reasons than his supposed “identity with Paine”. After a full examination however of all the facts in his case he was released from custody. His attitude towards the Government now is the same as any other citizen, and his former imprisonment should be no bar I think to the adjustment of any just claim he may have against the Government.

H. L. Burnett

Letter

Treasury Department

Third Auditor’s Office

June 9 1865

Sir,

The claim of Clem H. Pearson, Lt. 12 Pa. Cavalry for the value of a horse lost in U. S. service was suspended by this office, information having been received that claimant had been arrested on suspicion.

Lt. Pearson has since appeared at this office and stated that his arrest was caused by the suspicion of an identity with Payne, now upon trial before a Military Commission in this city and that this suspicion was caused merely by a supposed personal resemblance and has been entirely removed.

His claim must remain suspended until these statements are corroborated by some official information.

Respectfully

Your Obdt Servt.

A. M. Gangeiver


	POLK GARDINER	(4:44, PW, Poore I:255, Pitman 85)


Polk Gardiner

States that he was coming into Washington on the night of the 14th between the 11 and 12 in company with a young man named George Doyle. When near Good Hope Hill, 3 or 4 miles out from Washington, he met a man driving very fast on horseback, and who answers to the description of Booth and who asked him if he had seen a horseman.1 He told him he had not. He asked him the road to Upper Marlborough and then rode off rapidly. About a mile on from there he met another horseman who did not stop at all, but hailed some government trains and asked if they had seen a horseman, along that way, and replying in the on receiving an affirmative reply he drove rapidly on.



1 Gardiner, a teamster coming into Washington from southern Maryland, testified during the trial that two men passed him on the night of the assassination “wearing out their horses chasing each other.” They were Booth and Herold.

(4:344–48, PW, Poore I:255, Pitman 85)
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Statement of Gardiner, Polk

Can be found at McDougall’s on Platt St. Balt.

Polk Gardiner of Hell’s Landing, Prince George Co. Md. States that:

On Friday night last I was at Hill’s Landing about 21 or 22 miles from Washington. Coming to Washington in company with a young man. When near Good Hope Hill, about three or four miles from Washington, we met a man riding very fast on horseback. It was between eleven and twelve o’clock, because when I got into Washington and put up my horse it was twelve o’clock. He seemed to be a medium sized man, about five feet eight inches high and seemed to be dressed in black or dark clothes, as far as I remember; he had a slouched hat on. He asked me if I had seen a horseman and when I told him I had not, he asked me the road to upper Marlborough. He then rode on very rapidly. I think the horse was a dark bay, medium size, but I could not give the height of the horse. I think he had a long tail and seemed to be quite spirited, requiring no urging with the whip. The man did not seem to have a strong voice; it appeared to be a high-keyed, weak voice. I think he must have been at least ten yards from me, having passed me before he spoke.

About a mile further on, which would be about two miles from Washington, I met another horseman. He did not stop at all, but hailed some government teamsters who were by the roadside, and asked them if they had seen a horseman going that way, and they told him yes. He was riding a roan or gray horse, a good-sized horse. He was riding on a gallop. I should think there were at least ten government wagons, four-horse teams. I do not know whether horses or mules. They were stopping on the left-hand side of the road as he came along. He slowed his horse a little when he spoke to them. He seemed to be about a medium sized man, and was dressed in dark clothes. The young man who was with me, named Geo. Doyle, said both these men were riding their horses to death to overtake each other. I notice that the horse of the second horseman was light on the back. This man seemed to have on a dark slouched hat, though I did not notice it particularly; and I am not sure that he had any hat on at all. I do not know what the teamsters were doing by the side of the road; they were standing on the street and their horses were standing near the curb; they did not seem to be doing anything that I could see. They were covered wagons as far as I could see. I suppose five minutes elapsed between my meeting of the two horsemen.

Polk Gardiner


	THOMAS GARDNER [GARDINER]	(2:925–26, PW, Poore I:361, Pitman 71; DW, Poore II:422, Pitman 196)
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Thomas L. Gardner

Thomas L. Gardner, residing near Beantown, Charles Co., Md. called for the purpose of identify the horse found near Lincoln Hospital says: I identify him as the horse that my uncle George Gardner sold to a man giving his name as Booth, either in the latter part of November or the early part of December.1

The horse is now in the headquarters stable on the corner of 17th and I Streets.

My address while in this city will be at the Pennsylvania House.



1 On Monday, December 19, 1864, Booth purchased the “one-eyed” horse from Mudd’s nearest neighbor, George Gardiner. Thomas Gardiner, George Gardiner’s nephew, delivered the horse to Booth in Bryantown on Tuesday, December 20.


	JOHN B. GARRETT	(3:1291–93)
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Col. L. C. Baker

Endorsement: Certificate for attendance from May 12th to May 26th issued Aug. 19th

Letterhead: War Department, Washington City, July 18th 1865

Maj. Hosmer

Asst. Judge Advocate Gen.

Sir,

John M. Garrett, the bearer of this, was subpoenaed as a witness in the late conspiracy case by direction of the Secretary of War. He attended the court as a witness,2 but failed to get a certificate of attendance, will you please give him one, in order that he may draw his witness fees.

Respectfully yours,

L. C. Baker

Col. & Agt. War Dept.



2 John B. Garrett, the son of Richard Garrett, owner of the farm where Booth was killed, was not called as a witness. The prosecution relied on the Union officers who captured Booth and Herold to testify to the events that took place at Garrett’s farm.

(3:1294)
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Col. L. C. Baker

Endorsement: Washington, July 18/1865, the within statement is true. I respectfully recommend that John M. Garrett be paid the amount authorized by law for attendance as witness. L. C. Baker, Col & Agt. War Dept.

Personally appeared before me this first day of July A D 1865, John M. Garrett of Caroline County Va. who having been duly sworn, deposes and says, that on the 26th day of April 1865, he was taken by order of the War Department to Washington DC in charge of Officer L. B. Baker1 to be held as witness in the case of Booth and Herold, the assassins of the President, and was detained until the 26th of May 1865, and that he has not received any compensation for the time and services rendered.

John M. Garrett

Sworn and subscribed before me this first day of July, AD 1865

N. Callan

Notary Public



1 Luther Byron Baker, cousin of Lafayette C. Baker, head of the National Detective Police.


	R. B. GARRETT	(7:77–79)


F-19

Letter to Dunn from Garrett, Jan. 13, 1880

Elliott House

Louisville

Jan. 13, 1880

R. B. Garrett

Hon. W. McKee Dunn

Dear Sir,

I hear that you have been collecting relics of the unfortunate affair which occurred in Washington, April 1865. I refer to the assassination of the President, by J. Wilkes Booth. I have in my possession some very interesting relics of Jno. Wilkes Booth. It was at my father’s house in Va. that he was killed and I have preserved the relics. Among them are the mattress upon which he died, a piece of the crutch which he used, and a lock of his hair, cut off after his death. Would any of these be of any value to you in your collection? I can satisfy you that the relics are genuine. I have also a map upon which he traced the route he said he was going to travel from Richmond to Mexico.2 I was with him for two days prior to his death, but did not know at the time who he was. I will be glad to give you any information upon the subject if it interests you. I am Yours Respectfully

R. B. Garrett1

Student S.B. Theological Seminary

Louisville

Ky.



2 The Garretts had a large map of the United States hanging over the living room fireplace. Booth asked that the map be taken down so he could study it, and he drew a line with a pencil ending in Mexico.

1 Richard B. Garrett was the young son of Richard H. Garrett, the Virginia farmer at whose house Booth was cornered and killed.


	COLONEL GAUSWORT	(3:779–80)
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Gansevoort, Col.

Endorsement: Resp. referred I know nothing of this case. D. F. potts, Supt.

Comm. Detectives

Detectives

Signal Station

Washington D C

April 27th 1865

Signal Station

Washington DC

April 27th 1865

Endorsement: Resp. Returned. I know nothing of this case. D. F Potts, Supt.

Comm. Detectives.

By signals to

Captain Potts

Chief of Detectives

Washington

Mr. Conwell of Georgetown has been in confinement here for two days, by request of Mr. Worsley, detective. What shall be done with him?

Col. Gansevoort

Recd 10:45 AM Paul Brodie, 1st Lt. Signal Corps


	S. H. GAY	(2:918)
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Gay, S. H.

Letterhead: Office of The Tribune, New York, May 12, 1865

Sir.

The Tribune referred to in your letter to our Washington Correspondent of the 10th is dated April 23, 1864. We have no copy of that number of the paper except in a bound volume, which is in constant use in the office.

Resp

Yr. obt Servt

S. H. Gay


	ZACHARIAH W. GEMMILL	(2:1014–19)
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Gemmill, Z. W.

Zachariah W. Gemmell, Sergt. in Co. D. First Delaware regiment, stationed at Monocacy Junction says:

I was detailed on the 19th April between 8 and 9 o’clock, and left camp at 10 o’clock to search for Atzerodt. I proceeded to a gentleman named Burton,1 who gave me a description of Atzerodt & something he had heard him say. He was dining at Mr. Metz’s, and the conversation turning upon the assassination, he stopped eating and said that if all had done their duty who were concerned in it, they would have got Gen. Grant.

I could get no evidence around there to prove that he did say that. Mr. Burton’s near the same place, about four miles from where I arrested Atzerodt. Mr. Burton is a good loyal man. He told me that the man said that, and it was on the strength of that, that I had him arrested. Mr. Metz is pronounced a loyal man, and Mr. Burton said it was said at Metz’s’ house on Sunday at dinner, that Burton was not present. He did not tell me how he heard it. I was so certain of catching the man I did not ask him any questions. I got lost and did not get there before daylight; did not know a reward was offered then.

I went to the house of a man named Richter, I think, and asked him if there was a man there named Lockwood. I had two men with me at the time. I understood him to say that he was his cousin but had left and gone to Frederick. One of my men understood the same, but the other did not. I then told him I would search the house. He then said that there was a man in the house. He commenced telling me a yarn and I was suspicious of him. I then searched the house and went up to his room. There were three men in one bed, two of them young men by the name of Nichols living in the neighborhood, who did not explain how they came there; but as my orders were to arrest Atzerodt alone, I did not arrest them. When the door opened the two of them awoke. He did not awake or at least pretended not to till I went up to the bed. I asked him his name. He gave me a name which sounded like ^I thought was^ Atwood, but I heard it indistinctly as he spoke with German accent and I was not certain about it.

Mr. Burton gave me a description of him, so I knew him. I did not tell him I was going to arrest him, but told him to get up and dress himself. He said nothing, but did as I told him, and went with me. I did not iron him as I had no irons with me. I went with him up to Mr. Lemons, another loyal man in that section. He went along with me willingly. When we got there a gentleman put his head out of the window. And This I man called to me and asked if he knew him, and he said he did not know any man by that name. He must have given him a fictitious name. I asked him if he knew a man by the name of Atwood, and he said yes. It appeared that he went by that name in that section of the country. They appeared to know his own name, but he did not go by it in that section. I then went up to the door and called Mr. Lemon himself, and asked him if he knew a man by the name of Atwood, and he said he did. I then brought the man to the door and asked him if he knew him; he said he did. He shook hands with Mr. Lemon, but I noticed he held his head down, and began to suspect him more then.

I then sent him back in charge of the two of the men ^& went up^ to the house where I got him, and arrested his cousin, and left the house surrounded by a guard while I took him away. I asked him if he had anything at the house he would like to get, and he said no, only some tobacco and some collars. I brought them down for him at his request. I told his cousin to get ready, as I wanted him to go with me. He said he did not want to go; that he did not know what he was arrested for. Atzerodt never asked me a question in relation to the cause of his arrest, although he was in my custody several hours. I did not tell him what he was arrested for, but asked him some questions, so that I suppose he then knew what it was for. He then knew what it was for. Did not keep his head down after we left Mr. Lemons, but was as lively as ever. One of the men told me that Atzerodt told him he had been in the rebel army for three years. I found upon inquiry around the country that it was not so. He painted carriages there.

I then took him to headquarters. He was there examined by Maj. Artmer.1 He said in the examination that he stayed at the Pennsylvania House while in Washington. Do not know that he said he knew Booth. I was not there during the whole of the examination. It was committed to writing.



1 This is an error in transcription. The man referred to is James W. Purdom, not Burton. Purdom, an informer for the army, alerted Captain Solomon Townsend of the 1st Delaware Cavalry that Atzerodt (alias Andrew Atwood) was staying at his cousin Hartman Richter’s house near Germantown, Maryland. Townsend sent Gemmill and a cavalry unit with Purdom as a guide to the Richter house.

1 Major E. R. Artman, 213th Pennsylvania Volunteers.


	JAMES J. GIFFORD1	(4:370–72, PW, Poore I:458, Pitman 77; DW, Poore III:21, Pitman, 109)
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Statement of James G. Gifford

Carpenter at Ford’s Theater

United States

Vs.

J. Wilkes Booth

& others

My name is James J. Gifford. I reside in this city. I am a carpenter by trade and I have been in Mr. Ford’s employ for three years. My duties at the theater are to see that the machinery worked properly. During last Friday there was a very long rehearsal, occupying from 11 ½ until nearly three o’clock. After the rehearsal I left the theater. I did not see it in the paper that Lincoln and Grant were to be in the theater. One of the Ford’s told me of it that morning. I was in the theater during the morning. In the theater that morning there was Edward Spangler and another man named Jake.2 I think from nine o’clock until the rehearsal commenced I was not in the theater. I don’t know who took the partition out and the box fitted up. It was after the rehearsal I saw Mr. Raybold fitting up the box. The yellow woman named Margaret Borden living at the back of the theater in the alley cleans the theater. I saw blood on both doors. I do not know of one of the screws to the catch hung loosed. Never saw the hole in the wall. I have not seen the bar for the door leading to the boxes.

I had been walking on Tenth Street, walked to the lamp. After I had given the key to the Superintendent I went along F Street to the alley between Ninth and Tenth Streets and went down the alley to Margaret Borden’s. That was the only time I was on F Street that night to the best of my knowledge and belief.



1 Gifford was chief carpenter at Ford’s Theatre. Fourteen years earlier he was the architect and builder of Junius Brutus Booth’s home in Bel Air, Maryland (Tudor Hall, built in 1851).

2 Jacob Ritterspaugh, a carpenter at Ford’s Theatre, testified as a prosecution and defense witness in the case of Edman Spangler.

(6:447–49, PW, Poore I:458, Pitman 77; DW, Poore III:21, Pitman, 109)

“G” R.B. (JAO) P99 1865

James J. Gifford

Statement provided by W. P. Wood, Supt. O. C. Prison

James R. Gifford, committed April 18, 1865, is a native and resident of Baltimore, Md.; aged 51 years; occupation, carpenter and builder; has been in the employ of J. T. Ford for the past three years, is the builder of Ford’s Theater on 10th Street and has been engaged in the building since it’s erection as chief carpenter; was acquainted with Booth.

Some years ago Gifford built a house for the father of Booth in Hartford County, Md. for which he, Gifford, denies having ever received pay, he entered prosecution against the widow of J. W. Booth’s father for payment; this caused a feeling between the Booth family and Gifford and hence there was but little if any cordiality between them.

Gifford’s duty in the theater was to keep the house in good repair and have all things in their place; the cleanliness; ventilation and janitorship was under his charge.

He did not see Booth on the stage on the night of the murder. A man by the name of Benj. Whitney formerly had charge of the gas department of the theater. Gifford did not see Whitney present on the night of the assassination, but did see a man named Edward Gorman, who was frequently on the stage and was employed as the gasman after Whitney had left.

Gifford denies any knowledge of the accomplices of Booth having never seen any of them. On the evening of Friday 14th of April 1865, Gifford directed Edward Spangler to take out the partition of the State box (the one occupied by the President). Gifford did not visit the box himself but requested Spangler to attend to it.

Gifford professes to be a loyal man, denying all complicity with any hostility to the government.


	JOHN R. GILES	(DW, O’Lauglen, 6:422–25, Poore III:215, Pitman 231–32)
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John R. Giles

May 8, 1865

John R. Giles says:

I live at Mr. Lichau’s restaurant, 456 Penna. Avenue, Washington. I went there to work about 4 months ago. I had known O’Laughlin some time before but not to be acquainted with him until I went there. I have seen Arnold there & know him. They told me they were in the coal oil business. Booth used to come to the Lichau House very often & meet them there; the last time he met them there must have been 3 or 4 weeks before the assassination. At that time I had not seen Arnold for a month. I asked O’Laughlin where he was & he told me at Fortress Monroe, clerking.1 O’Laughlin was at the Lichau House the night of the assassination the whole evening. I guess it was 11 ½ o’clock before he went away. I have seen Booth come there. I have seen them go into the dining room, sit down, & call for drinks. I was only acquainted with Booth to speak to him. They always paid for everything they got from me, they appeared to have plenty of money; they always paid me in greenbacks. I saw them once have some gold; I think about two months ago, but am not certain as to the exact time. I think the amount was two $10 or two $20 gold pieces.

I asked O’Laughlin once “what is Booth doing now; he is not on the stage.”1 He told me Booth was in the coal oil business. I asked him “What are you fellows doing anyhow?” He said they were raising a coal oil company or something of that kind. I never busied myself any more about it.

Their conversation was generally private, they would call for a drink, I would bring it to them, set it down on the table & walk out again. They never talked to me about business of any kind.

O’Laughlin was at the Lichau House the Thursday night before the assassination, not to stop there but he would take a walk out & come back again. On the night of the assassination, he was at the bar drinking when a soldier came in & said the President had been shot at Ford’s Theater. I said, “No, you can’t fool me.” I did not believe it at first; I thought it was a catch. The soldier said, “No, it is not a catch, the President is murdered & Booth is the man who did it”. O’Laughlin said “It can’t be so.” & he asked me to take a glass of ale & I took it. He had been there all the evening; had not left the house at all. Barney Early, who has been brought over from Baltimore, was there & know that several of the boys belonging to the express company were there. I cannot swear that he was there all the evening, but he appeared to be. I saw him pretty nearly all the time; he could not have been away 20 minutes or half an hour at any time. When he went away he said he was going to stay with somebody. I don’t know who & that he would see me in the morning. He was in liquor that night, pretty tight. I was no great friend of his. He was a good, jovial kind of fellow. I treated him right & he always treated me very well. I recognized & treated him as a friend no more than anybody else who frequented the house. Some half a dozen or perhaps drank with O’Laughlin at the time I mentioned. George Grillet was there; & John Fuller who attends bar near the depot at New Jersey Avenue & C St.



1 Samuel Arnold was working as a clerk for army sutler John Wharton at Fort Monroe. Arnold was arrested at Wharton’s store on Monday, April 17, 1865.


	WILLIAM C. GILES	(2:649)
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Giles, William C.

Knoxville Tenn. April 20,

Hon And. Johnson

Pres. etc. etc.

Dear Sir,

If you will order Dr. Bohaynan of Lynchburg Va. who is now here, to Washington, I am of opinion that he can throw some clear as to the conspiracy in the late assassination. He is, as I learn, from Lee’s army.

Yours fraternally

Wm. C. Giles

Of St. Louis



1 Booth gave his last paid performance in The Corsican Brothers at the Boston Museum on May 28, 1864. His three subsequent performances were all benefit performances.


	MICHAEL GILLEN	(4:560–65)
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Portion of a letter from Michael Gillen giving instructions as to the best way of going from Washington to Richmond.1 Found in Smithsonian lot May 30, 1865.

From City point take along the [unintelligible] past the dismounted camp until you come to the first creek; take up the creek half a mile cross at the sand bar down to the second creek. You then inquire for Dick Lee about 9 miles from City Point. He lands you 2 miles below Harrison Landing;2 2 miles to Charles City Court House. When you get there you take the New Kent Pike. The first night travel will bring you to old man Lewis’. He is Squire of the County. He will show you a straight road to the white house. Cross the Ferry on the Paminty River.3 The man that put you across will show you a straight road to Indian Village on the Mattapony River. When you get there inquire you for Joe Thompson you [missing section?]

Creek go half a mile up Creek. You then strike Leonardtown Pike. You go fifteen miles up the pike. You then flank Leonardtown 5 miles to the right. It then brings you to the Patuxent; You then cross to the Ellicott Mills.

Given to me by one person in the cotton factory.

Yours Truly

Michael Gillen



1 The directions are for traveling from Richmond to Washington.

2 Located approximately twenty miles southeast of Richmond.

3 Pamunkey River, located approximately twenty miles northeast of Richmond.


	DANIEL H. L. GLEASON	(4:373–80)
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18th April 1865

Gleason, D. H. L.

D. H. L. Gleason states that he is in the office of Gen. Hoffman, Commissary General of Supplies.4 Has been in his employ since the 28th of January. Knows a man by the name of Lewis J. Wiechmann, and has known him ever since he has been in the office. His desk is next to mine. About the time of the draft he had some conversation with me about his plans. The early part of this year he spoke to me one day, I think about the first of March, & said he had something on his mind. We were talking about the Draft. He wanted to borrow money at that time to join one of the Union Leagues. I lent him $50 for the remainder of that month, and he paid me promptly at the end of that month, and afterward wanted to borrow more. He seemed very much cast down in regard to the Draft and I was chaffing him in regard to that. He said that it was not the Draft that troubled him, he did not care anything about that, but he had something else on his mind. In the afternoon he came and said “I want your advice about some things.” He had been acquainted, he said, since the war began, more or less, with blockade-runners, and had heard of more. He spoke of a French woman who carried money to the St. Albans raiders in Canada. She was arrested at that time in New York, I think, according to his statement and was released.1 He also spoke about some of his friends; said they were young fellows; not secessionists, but had been running the blockade just for the excitement of the thing and for the pay; they had no more sympathy with the rebels than with us. He spoke to me again twice in that strain. Afterwards he said there was a party who were getting up some enterprise. He said it was they had expended from 100 to 150 dollars in the operation and, although they had not asked him to join them he thought he could. He asked me what I thought. I told him I thought he should if for a good purpose. I said “you better go to the Provost Marshal’s office here, lay open this plot and then get the sanction of that officer and then join them to expose the whole”. He said he thought it would be too much risk. He’s a man that I put very little confidence in, in regard to what he said. He is rather [illegible word] and he did not seem to tell me this particularly in confidence. He spoke in quite a loud tone. A few days afterward he said that they had been pulling the wool from his eyes, that there was nothing come out of it, although he said that this party who had been attempting this thing had been broken up, two or three of them were in the Old Capitol, & one or two, I think, had gone into the country. He said there was a party of six or eight, two or three of them were his college mates, in St. Mary’s College, I think. He also at that time dropped the name of Booth as one of the party. I do not know whether he said he was a collegemate or not. I am under the impression, however that he was not. The way he made the remark was this: “Booth plays tonight at Ford’s Theater” which he did. That I should think was six weeks ago. Since then he has laughed about it.

He never gave me any reason to guess what the scheme was about. He said all he knew about it was mere hearsay. I talked to him He thought if he could get administer chloroform he might fit their papers [sic]. I advised him to go to the authorities.

After the assassination of Mr. Lincoln I told the authorities of this. I saw Mr. Wiechmann and asked him if he had been with the authorities and he said yes, I have been with the detectives and have told the authorities all about it. He never gave me to understand what the nature of the plot was. He used to guess. At one time he thought it was the assassination of all the officers: I think it was the second time he spoke to me. It was the last part of February or the first part of March. I am very sure it was after the inauguration. He spoke to me about this plot before the inauguration. It was very close to the time that the Draft was to take place. I am not sure whether he gave me any other name than Booths’. I have a very treacherous memory in regard to names. I think I have Surratt’s name. I am not aware that I heard him speak of Atzerodt.

(The pair of boots, which were found on the assassin of Sec. Seward were shown the witness and he identified them as a pair he had loaned Mr. Wright had loaned to Wiechmann on Saturday morning.) He loaned his boots and a pistol to Mr. Wiechmann on Saturday morning before the other clerks. He had a horse and saddle there and I supposed all was right in regard to it.



4 Gleason worked in the office of the commissary general of prisoners in the War Department.

1 Sarah Slater, a Confederate courier associated with John Surratt.


	REVEREND M. GONZALEZ	(3:886–87)
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Rev. M. Gonzalez

Letterhead: War Department, Washington City, April 26th 1865

Memo for information of Major Turner, Judge Advocate

The Rev. Mr. Gonzalez, now at Douglas Hospital called at the Department and stated that Miss Spencer, residing with her mother at 387 Sixth St., between G & H was heard to say that she thanked God that Abraham Lincoln was at last out of the way etc.

Mrs. Bigelow, 395 Sixth St. and Miss Wheelock, visiting agent Mich. Relief Assoc. residing in N. J. Ave. Johnson’s Row, North Building can give desired information.


	MARY GORMAN	(3:310–11)
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Endorsement: I received this letter the 13 day of May 1865, Wm. Deworn

May 6th 1865

Dear Friend William. I received your kind and welcome letter which I was glad to hear from you but then if the folks around new that you have written to me they would talk more than they do now. I don’t mean anybody but Kate and your gran mother—they say all they can it don’t do any hurt to me—do you think so, I don’t. Kate hurts herself, not me. I stop with Kayrans now. I have stayed here since I came back from Toledo. I stay all the time here. Karan is working in Cory now. I don’t now wheather they will move out their or not—it is lonesome around hear. T. John Hughes stoped around for a few days—he has gone to the oil digings now to work—the man Kate Senell got married to; his name is John Connars—don’t your rember the day you and I went over to Nelly’s—he came in to Nelly’s when we were in there—he is a pretty good fellow—yes, I wish I was so that I could get hav the plesur of getting married again. I don’t think my marriage was the pleasant that ever was, do you? I can live myself but I think that their is people in the world that ain’t as well off—if ever I see you I will tell you all Kate has said against—ass Mr. Hamos said, if Kate new anything she would mind her on business.

I hope I will see you some time again before long. I don’t know how long I will stay here. I cannot stop withthout working and I don’t want to work around heir. I have not heard from Sonia lately. I don’t care wheather I will or not—he is not much. Whar ever he is, don’t you think so? I wish I never seen him and old Abe is dead and gone, bully for him—well I will bring this letter to a close hoping to hear from you soon—no more at present, I remain yours truly, Mary Gorman

Please answer this when you receive this. William, I will expect that present that you said you would me and be very glad of it. No more at present.

Many pleasant dreams and sweet repose.


	CHARLES W. GORMLY	(3:818–20)
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Gormly, Chas. W.

Washington, 16th April, 1865

Col. Ingraham

Pro. Mar. etc.

It is understood that the govt. is desirous of ascertaining whether the rebel authorities were parties to the late assassination.

A Mr. Pearce, clerk in the Interior Dept. had a conversation with some of the rebel Generals, prisoners, just before they left the city on Friday evening, & on inquiring if they did not think their cause as ruined, one of them replied no, that the north would hear news that would cause such grief that would more than counterbalance all the rejoicings late experienced and that it would come from an entirely unexpected quarter. Should not a sworn statement be made by Mr. Pearce & the name of the General be ascertained? Should his evidence correspond with the facts as above stated, would it not warrant further examination & the placing of the General who made the remark under extra care & discipline?

Chas. M. Gormly

Clk, War Dept.


	THOMAS C. GOURLAY1	(2:592–93)
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Gourlay, T. C.

Washington May 6, 1865

Col. Burnett

Dear Sir,

Will you be kind enough to give me an order to get part of my wardrobe from Fords Theater also thirteen volumes of plays and one act of the manuscript of the Petroon and oblige.

Yours Respectfully

T. C. Gourlay



1 Thomas Gourlay played the part of Sir Edward Trenchard in Our American Cousin the night of the assassination. His daughter Jennie played the part of Mary Meredith, and Jennie’s younger sister Maggie played Skillet. Thomas Gourlay also served as stage manager at the theater and led Laura Keene to the Presidential Box through a back route, avoiding the confused crowd that blocked most of the aisles.


	T[HOMAS] C. GOURLAY	(2:594–95)
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Gourlay, T. C.

Washington DC

May 18, 1865

Col. Burnett,

Dear Sir

Will you be so kind as give me an order to get my things out of Ford Theater, 10th Street. I am very much in need of them.

Respectfully Yours

T. C. Gourlay


	MRS. GRAHAM	(3:1222–26)
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Mrs. Graham

Letterhead: War Department, Washington City

Mrs. Graham, wife of Mr. Graham taylor working at Owens next door to Willard’s.

Last evening Mrs. Graham met Mr. James in the car and voluntarily spoke to her about Mrs. G. being arrested. (Mrs. G. it appears was arrested when the President was laying instate.) The suspected person Perks and family came here as refugees and applied for relief as such and Mrs. G. took them into her house. There is some relationship existing.

Mrs. G. said that Perks was a bad man and his wife bad also; said was connected with guerrillas and was abusive to the government, especially to Mr. Lincoln whom they styled Dog Face; When they heard of the fall of Richmond they were mad with rage and desperate on the news of Lee’s sur. On the night of the illumination they both said “Ah! You are rejoicing but before 24 hours your noses and backsides”, using a more vulgar expression, “will shake another way”. On the evening and night of the Presidents assassination was away under suspicious circumstances and late or near morning Perks came home and another man with him. Perks had no shoes. The other man decamped in the night. Mrs. Graham asked the daughter which of our uncles was here last night. Mrs. Perks overheard her and on the following day Perks said “If you put any questions to any of my family I will cut your ^damn^ throat Mrs.”

Mr. Graham overheard Perks say on the night of the murder “we have done the deed.”

After Mrs. Graham was released from arrest Mrs. Perks said to tauntingly “you thought to put the rope around our necks but we put on yours”.

It appears these people laid information against Mrs. G. Mrs. G. is an Ala. resident.

Mrs. Perks said that the President, calling Dogs Face, or such epithet ought to have been served so long since as so many valuable lives had been sacrificed on his a/c.


	AMANDA GRAHAM	(6:407–17)
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Mrs. Amanda Graham

May 4th, 1865

Mrs. Amanda Graham, residing on L Street between 17th and 18th (does not know the number) says:

There is a family who lived in the house with me by the name of Perks. They have been there ever since last New Years. They are from the rebel lines. She is a half sister of mine, though she is not married to him.

She has four brothers in the rebel army. This woman has a son in the Rebel army. He has been taken up, he told me himself, and confined in the Old Capitol as a spy for the Rebel army. Ever since Richmond was taken there has been no peace in the house between us. They were We hardly dared to say a word for the stars & stripes. I have lived in Washington ever since I was 12 years of age. The Monday that Richmond was taken I came down to Mrs. James’s with Mrs. Perks. The people were all rejoicing at the news but all the way home she called me everything on earth and so did Mrs. James. “Yes” said she, “you are all rejoicing now, but Lee will surprise the world yet.” The next Monday Lee surrendered. I tantalized her by saying asking if she didn’t feel funny now. “Yes,” said she, “you stinking old villain you, you will all twist your mouths some other way yet. Lee didn’t surrender for nothing, but he would go through with it yet.” I said to the man she is living with (Perks) “How do all you rebels feel?” “Oh,” said he, “we will let you all feel how we feel about it.” Said he, “You are all rejoicing now, but before one four days goes over your head you will twist your eyes with sorrow.” Said I, “What is going to be done now?” Said he, “Never mind what will be done.” Said I, “You better mind and keep your thoughts down your stomach.” He said that no person would let me go and tell about anybody. Said I, “You old rebels shant come here and live under the stars and stripes and all the time cursing them.”

They always seemed to be posted when guerrillas were about.

The Thursday night before the President was killed I heard a strange voice in the house. It sounded like her brother’s voice, who was in the rebel army. They It said, “Where is Amanda?” (that is my name) Said she “She is upstairs.” Said he, “I wouldn’t have her hear me for the world. But the old man (my husband) is deaf & he couldn’t hear anything if a cannon was fired under him; but if that devil (myself) was to hear you she would betray you.” This was below me. I could hear it distinctly. I went down the next morning and said to one of the little girls, “Louisa Lucy, which of your uncles was here the other night?” Said I, “You are not going to have any old rebels here sneaking backwards and forwards; if you do I will have them arrested.” Then She turned and cursed me & threatened to cut my throat. She is a very stout woman. Said I, “If you can ^It will^ take a rebel to do it. Uncle Sam’s black blue backs would not do it.” Joe Perks came in and said, “God damn you, if I hear you asking again who comes into my house & what we are talking about I will break your neck.” Said I, “No you won’t, I heard you say distinctly, in a whisper the other night if you could put get me out of this house you would. The very day the President was killed he said, “We will have satisfaction yet, and if she comes down these steps here peeping, I will knock her in the head.” On Friday night (the night that the President was killed) that man came home and stayed there until about half past 7 or 8 o’clock. He went away & was gone & returned. He stayed about an hour & then went away. Did not return again until about half an hour before day. He came in with his shoes in his hands & set them down and came upstairs ^in^. I heard him. They conversed in whispers, but the sounds would all come up to me. We were sleeping upstairs. I slipped out of bed. He went to her bed & said in a whisper, “We have completed our job.” Said she, “You don’t say so.” Said he, “We have.” I could not for my life think what the job was that they had completed at that hour; but after I heard the news of the murder it struck me that they might have had some connections with that affair. That was Saturday morning. My husband also thought very strange that he should stay out all night in that way. That he Perks said to Mrs. Nelson, the woman who informed us on the following morning of the murder, “He ought to have been killed long ago.” I spoke in favor of Mr. Lincoln. Said he, “If you say anything in behalf of him I will break your neck.” I asked him what devilment he was up to on Friday night. That day they did nothing but abuse me & curse & swear at me. I threatened to report him if he did not let me alone. Said he, “if you do so, I will go & have you taken up as a rebel.” On Monday they went up and swore that I was a rebel and I was arrested & imprisoned in consequence; although I am a good Union woman. I remained in confinement until Friday evening. I was going up on Tuesday to report them. When I returned on Friday night he said, “We put it to you, you damned old fool.” Since then they have done nothing but abuse me morning and night.

I can neither read nor write. Col. Edward Owens, my husband and can tell what he is.

Mr. Perks moved out of my house on Saturday after I came home. They live the next door above me. Mr. Perks had a bay mare, which he used to boast of as very fast horse; He sold her on the Saturday of the week following the murder. Mr. Perks is probably five feet 7 or 8, and thick set. He has heavy whiskers; dark mixed with gray; a mustache & whiskers all over his face. His hair is dark. He formerly wore his hair long, but has cut it off; though I don’t know when he cut it. Never noticed the color of his eyes, but think they are blue. Sometimes he wore a pair of blue government pants & a blue blouse; but he also has a pair of dark gray pants & a dark mixed coat. On Friday night when he went out he had a black beaver hat; which he hardly ever wears. That sprung up all at once somewhere. He generally wears an old slouch hat with a black string around it. I did not hear him go to bed that morning.

He said that he did not mind taking the oath more than he minded taking a drink of water.


	HARVEY GRAHAM	(2:177–78)
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Harvey Graham

Headqrs. U. S. Forces

Morehead City, NC

April 22 1865

Hon. E. M. Stanton

Secretary of War

Sir,

In compliance with the enclosed telegram from Maj. Gen. Sherman I have the honor to forward under charge of Captain A. B. Cree of the 22nd Iowa Infty., a Maj. Higginson who pretends to have knowledge of the parties who conspired and murdered the President of the U. S.

I have the honor to be,

Your most obt. Servant

Harvey Graham

Colonel Comdg. Post


	CAPTAIN DANIEL GRAVATT	(4:486–87)
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April 25 1865

Gravatt, David, Capt. etc.

Provost Marshals Office

Fort Ethan Allen, Va.

April 25, 1865

Statement of Capt. Daniel Gravatt

Officer of day April 14, 1865

Recognizes the prisoner, J. B. Farr as the man who came to me on that day between the picket line and the gate. Farr said he had not been here yet, and wanted to know how he could get to Washington; said he had express business that must be attended to that day. Think it was about a lawsuit. I told him he would better come to this office. Farr said he was informed there was not Provost Marshal here. Wanted me to come and recommend him at this office. I referred him to the Post Commander. Had a boy with him and wished me to give the picket instructions to let the boy go back with the horses. Seen him about ten A.M.

Daniel Gravatt

Capt. Bat “D” 6th Pa. H. Arty.

Sworn and subscribed to before me this 25 day of April 1865

R. C. Machesney


	LIEUTENANT GEORGE S. GRAY	(3:85–87)
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George S. Gray

Camp 7th US. Vols.

May 26th 1865

If Maj. Gen. Humphries will issue special orders directing Lt. Geo. S. Gray to report to him without delay, the order to be sent direct to regimental commander, information in regard to the man Booth the assassin of the late President of great value to the government can be obtained. Lt. Gray, Co. I 7th New Jersey Vols. 3rd Brigade, 3rd Division, 2nd Corps, was intimately connected with the Booth family for years. Knew Wilkes Booth and his associates. If the order emanating from Corps Commander is received and the same is so framed that regimental officers would not know object of same the rewards to the government would be advanced thereby.

Maj. Gen. Humphries will ascertain his discipline in the matter.

Very truly

Geo. S. Gray

2nd Lt. Co I, 7th US Vols.

3rd Brigade 3rd Division

2nd Corps

(3:141–45)
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Gray Lieut. George S.

(Personal)

Camp 7th Regt. NJ Vols.

3rd Brigade 3rd Division

2nd AC May 29, 1865

Colonel,

Trusting for the reasons hereafter specified, you will deem this a fit communication to be regarded as personal, I have after mature deliberations decided to make the same to you. To preface with a brief personal history. In 1853, Mr. Bennett1 of the New York Herald, owing to a family connection between ex-President Pierce and my brother-in-law (they being own cousins) deemed that I should be of service to his journal, if not to him personally, at Washington, and through a third party, engaged me as a special correspondent. Owing, however, to some matters not of importance here to state, no end was ever attained. Shortly after the difficulty occurring between Mr. Guthries, then Secretary of the Treasury and Judge Bronson, Collector of the Port of New York, which terminated in the removal of that officer, I was engaged by his friends to conduct the political department of his organ in New York, the Daily National Democrat, which I did until the same was purchased by the friends of Daniel S. Dickinson with a view to further his nomination by the Democratic party in 1856. When I was succeeded by the Hon. Gideon J. Tucker, now surrogate who was induced to leave his position of editor on the Albany Argus, and remove to New York.

The election of Mr. Buchanan in 1856 and the appointment of Senator Cass to the position of Secretary of State secured me the position of Special Agent to visit such points in the South as were suspected as being the Headquarters of the expedition, at that time fitting out at New Orleans for a descent on Nicaragua. In such capacity, I did visit Memphis, New Orleans, & Mobile, became intimate with the leading men engaged in the same, prominent among whom were Pierre Soulie of New Orleans, and Mayor Humphries of Mobile, and Gen. Slotter of Memphis, or rather then formerly of Memphis, he at the time living in New Orleans. I had at the time and have had since reason to suppose that my services were available in the case. My agency was not suspected at the time, nor do I think it since has been by those in the South with whom I came in contact before my return in 1858 (I think). However the year in which the Lecompton Constitution enactment passed Congress. I was engaged to write articles in support of that bill by leading southern men interested therein, several of whom I think are now confined as Military Prisoners of high rank. In 1861 my previous connection with many of the foregoing men resulted in proposals being made to me by what I have every reason to suppose were (to put the mildest construction upon it) sympathizers with those in rebellion, which I declined. I afterwards entered the service of the United States as a private; was retained in positions of clerk in various departments, but at last was promoted to the very lucrative position of 2nd Lieutenant, which I still hold.

The note which I forwarded to Gen. Humphries (being under arrest for that canteen of whiskey of which I told you) was for the purpose of obtaining a private interview where I could unfold to you my knowledge of the parties engaged in the rebellion. I had to make as good an excuse to Gen. Humphries as I could as he called on 2 members of his staff to listen to the conversation. My acquaintance with Booth and his family and my accidental meeting with him in Washington afforded that excuse, and when brought into your presence the officer remaining within hearing and who from only a few hours acquaintance with him impressed me with the belief that all he heard would be subject of conversation throughout the Corps in less than 24 hours (as it subsequently proved) prevented me from stating such facts as I should otherwise have done. I do not think my loyalty can be doubted as every battlefield from the Wilderness to Appomattox Courthouse can testify, and if I might suggest what I thought I could be of benefit to the government in was in securing the parties who are now in Canada or in obtaining such proof of not only their complicity in the affair as well as those of many northern men now that the rebellion has collapsed as regarded as strong Union citizens. But in order to do this in my opinion it would be necessary that I should apparently be under the bow of the government when those whom as I said I have every reason to suppose were engaged in the conspiracy would extend to me their sympathy following which I should be able to have such evidence as would have their arrest in and conviction and put in the hands of the Government evidence of the greatest value. But I want no third party, not even clerks in your office to know in regard to this. If it can be arranged that I could have a personal interview with you upon the conditions stated above, I think you would accord with me in the opinion that the course suggested is eminently appropriate.

As you are doubtless more at leisure in the evening than at any other time, you could signify in such manner as you might deem fit for my appearance in Washington. Any order you might send would be known only to myself if sent by the bearer. In case you should not deem this of importance will you consign it to the flames.

Very Respectfully

Your obt. Servant

George S. Gray

2nd Lt. 7th New Jersey Vols.

PS I may not have stated as fully as I should have done such facts as are in my possession. Col. Burnett will see the reasons therefore in the request for a private conference, which it would be unwise to commit to paper.



1 James Gorden Bennett, owner and editor of the New York Herald.


	“GREEK” NOTE	(7:669–671)
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Figure 11. Greek note.




	AMELIA ANN GREEN	(7:16–21)


F-06

Bryantown, Md. April 25, 1865

Amelia Ann Green, colored, living with Mr. Turner, about four miles from Bryantown states:

About nine o’clock this morning I saw two men near Mr. Turner’s house, who called to me. I did not go quite to them and they asked me for something to eat. I told them I could not give them anything without white people said so. They were both dressed in ragged clothes, with old black soft hats on, which seemed to have been torn some in the woods. When I saw them they were sitting down in the edge of a piece of woods. I came back from the house and told them the lady of the house had gone away and everything was locked up. One of them said he would give me two dollars if I would get them something to eat; but I told them I could not. One of them had a pistol in his hand, which frightened me so that I did not go very near them. One of them had a crutch, and the one who had the pistol had a very large bundle; this one was taller than the other.1 I did not see any moustache on their faces; but they wore their hats so low down on their heads, that I could not see their faces very well. They asked me if any soldiers had been looking for them and I told them I had not seen any; they asked me if I saw any soldiers yesterday and I told them I saw one or two. I could not tell whether they had on boots or shoes; they appeared like good looking men; they did not look like men I see about here; I saw them walk away and the man walked with a crutch; it appeared to be a new crutch and seemed to be bent some.

I saw two men last night about nine o’clock near Mr. Turner’s house and when I got near them, one of them jumped out at me, and I was frightened and ran away. Mr. Turner asked me what was the matter and I told him I had seen two men and one of them appeared to be in his shirtsleeves. It was too dark for me to see whether they had any crutches or not.

April 26/65 Respectfully forwarded for the information of the Sec. of War. C. C. Augur



1 While this witness seems to describe Booth and Herold, the two fugitives were resting at the home of Richard Garrett a few miles south of Port Royal, Virginia, on Tuesday, April 25.


	THOMAS GREEN1	(6:513–14)


“G” R.B. (JAO) P103 1865

Old Capitol Prison

Washington, May 10, 1865

Thomas Green

I have had no charges made against me, and know not why I am imprisoned. I have committed no offense to justify it; have done nothing and have expressed no opinions that could be offensive. I know nothing of any of the parties implicated in the recent great assassination; am ready at any time to take the oath of allegiance and I think I am the proper custodian of my own property. But if I am to be continued in prison & am not allowed to return to my own residence (the Old Van Ness Square) I desire it may be put in the possession of my friend Mr. Thomas Shankland for me.

Thomas Green

In respectfully submitting the above, I may be permitted to state that I was the guest at the house of Thos. Green, for two months up to the 11th of March last, that I request all the information I possess may be given to the authorities here; and that Mr. Wood who has charge of the prisoners, Mr. & Mrs. Green may be sent for by the President or Secretary of War. Mrs. Green’s health has been very much affected by her imprisonment, for the past three weeks, without charges or specifications, as I am informed by Maj. L. C. Turner.

Tho. Shankland

At J. H. Houston’s

177 G. Street



1 Owner of the Van Ness Mansion in Washington, which was used as a safe house. Green was acquainted with Lewis Powell, John Surratt, and Preston Parr, a Confederate agent who owned a china shop in Baltimore. Green and his wife were arrested on suspicion of being involved in Booth’s conspiracy but were eventually released for lack of evidence.

(6:515–40)

“G” R.B. (JAO) P103

Statement of Thomas Green

April 28th 1865

Thomas Green, residing on 17th Street says:

I have lived here since the spring of ’49. Have been agent for the state of Virginia for the past 12 or 15 years before the war; was a commissioner appointed by the ^Governor of the^ State to attend to claims that she had upon the general Government, in accordance with a law passed by the legislature of the state. In ’48 I recovered a large sum. It was not a permanent office; I was a special attorney to prosecute their claims. I also attended to claims before congress; anything of that sort. Since the commencement of the rebellion I have had no business at all. Have lived in the house where I now reside since April ’49.

Know Thomas Shankland very well. He resides in New York, and has been here a good deal during the wintertime. He has lived in New York since I knew him. I have thought him a correspondent for the newspapers. Do not remember what papers I supposed he was connected with. This winter I think he is writing to the Herald, though he never told me so. He has been a guest at my house.

Question: What did you suppose was real business, from which he made a living?

Answer: I have no idea. I have corresponded with him to a considerable extent. He came to my house in regard to ladies. I suppose he was attentive to a lady who was a particular friend of my wife’s, and that induced me to manage the acquaintance with him. Afterwards, I asked him to come and stay at my house and he did so. There was no compensation on either side. I think he came there shortly after the first of January, about the 10th, and stayed there a little after congress adjourned. He paid a visit there, but never ate a meal at my house or lived there at all until January. He may have come in and dined with me.

I have two sons. Do not know where they are at present. They have been in the Southern army. My youngest son did not go into the army until after the battle of Bull Run. He went ^south^ a few days after the 23rd or 24th of March. My other son had gone over before, and I objected to this one’s going. This son went to the Springs with some friends who were stopping with us, and stayed there for some time.

Question: Mr. Green, you know of a man by the name of John H. Surratt?

Answer: No sir, I have not.

Question: You have a letter to him.

Answer: I never saw such a man.

Question: I say you have a letter to him.

Answer: I may have; but I do not know.

Question: Written by “Parker.”

Answer: Not that I know of.

Question: It is written less than three or four weeks ago, perhaps.

Answer: I never saw such a man, or heard of such a man that I know of, sir, until—

Question: Until when?

Answer: I cannot say sir. I never saw such a man in my life. I had heard of him since the murder. I do not think I ever heard of such a man before that. Question: How did Parker give you a letter to a man of that name? Answer: No man Parker gave me a letter to such a man. Question: I have the letter taken from your house.

Answer: I do not think there is such a letter, if you will look at it, I know of no such thing at all events.

Question: It is a letter introducing him to you, and therefore it must have been presented or you would not have had the letter.

Answer: I will take the an oath that ^I^ he never presented or saw such a letter in my life.

Question: You did not present it, but Surratt must have presented it himself.

Answer: I am as positive as existence I never saw such a man in my life as Surratt. I know a John H. Parker in Virginia, and there are Parker’s in this neighborhood; but I do not know any man named Parker on the continent except a Commodore Parker’s family and these Parker’s in Virginia.

Question: Where does J. H. Parker live?

Answer: In Richmond. He was commissioner to Honolulu; but I have not seen him since here for two or three years; since fully three years. No such letter was ever sent to me, sir.

Question: How could such a letter be found among your papers?

Answer: I cannot conceive.

Question: When did you last see ^either of^ your sons?

Answer: They have been there through the whole war. I do not know when I last saw them. I am not willing to fix upon a date.

Question: Do you decline answering? You have a right to.

Answer: I do not want it to be inferred that I have seen them when I have not. I do not know what year I saw them last.

Question: You do not know whether you have seen them within the last two years?

Answer: I think I would be willing to swear I have not seen them during the last two years.

Question: Will you swear that positively?

Answer: I must think, sir, before I want to say that positively.—I do not know as to the date. They certainly have not been here since they went away, since the beginning of the war to my knowledge. That I am willing to swear to.

Question: I was asking whether you had seen them within the last two years.

They went away according to your statement 4 years ago. Have you seen them within the last two years? Is the question.

Answer: I will swear that I have not seen them within two years.

Question: Have you seen them since the beginning of the year ’63? Have you seen them since the first day of January, 1863?

Answer: No sir.

Question: Have you seen either of them since that time? Answer: That is a question. I will say this. I have never seen them.

Question: Or either of them?

Answer: Or either of them in the DC or Virginia, in that time. As to whether I have seen them in New York or elsewhere I do not answer, sir. Question: Have you seen them anywhere? Answer: I shall have to decline answer.

Question: Have you seen either of them since the first of January, 1865; anywhere?

Answer: No sir.

Question: Since the first of January, ’64 anywhere?

Answer: No, sir. Nowhere.

Question: Have you received any note from any person by the name of Parr1 during the present year, or any paper whatsoever?

Answer: I do not think I have, sir.

Question: Have you any written papers from any Parker?

Answer: I do not think I have, sir.

Question: Don’t you know?

Answer: No.

Question: Wouldn’t you likely know whether you had received a letter or anything of that nature from a person by the name of Parker?

Answer: Possibly I can explain the whole thing. I have been peculiarly situated. I think I can guess, though I don’t remember any Parker’s name at all.

I recollect I got a letter but I don’t know the name. It may be that the letter I am about to refer to is the one which you refer to.

I have been so situated here that I could attend to no business at all. I had a large property in the south and a large property here before the war. On a certain occasion, persons came to me and were offering inducements to my servants to make communications about me; and I went up to the Provost Marshal General, Porter himself, and told him parties had been then making inquiries during my absence, offering bribes to my servants. I did not want to be tried for a penitentiary offense, as I should probably be if they came down in that way; but that if there was any suspicion I wished that they would have an investigation. I told him that I endeavored to act in a way to give no just cause of offense to either government. That my larger interests were down in Texas, which might be all destroyed and would be if I were to take any steps that were offensive to that government. I had a large property here too & I did not wish to subject it also to confiscation. That I was more—am very much indebted & did not consider it honest to incur a voluntary forfeiture until the debts were paid at any rate, & had therefore prescribed to myself that line of conduct. That I had done all that I could to prevent the conflict; and had suggested to Gen. Scott a plan in the beginning of the war that I thought would be the means of preventing it, & he had forwarded it to Secretary Cameron, who considered it.

My income tax for 1863 was 7 or 8 dollars, showing I had received but 700 or 800 dollars. Property rose here and I could not make sales, although I made various efforts. I wanted to know if I could remove defect of title. I handed this defect of title to attorneys here and asked them to negotiate. This defect could not pay my debts; to one party I owed $80,000, to another $10,000, another $10,000, an indefinite sum to a fourth and so on. These debts were paid and I thought if I could get certain evidence from the South, then I could sell my property & pay my debts. A dozen times I was on the point of going to the Secretary of the Treasury & asking if it would be objectionable to the government here for me to send a letter down to the South to get a certificate that the debts had been paid. A gentleman told me how I might apply to a man in this town, I forgot his name entirely and do not know anything about it, and that person could probably inform me how I could send a letter to the South and I was told that the man lived at some place in the city of Washington; so and so. I do not remember the place. Think I could tell if it was told to me.

Question: Was it H Street, Between 6th and 7th?

Answer: I can’t say sir. That letter may have been sent to me and may have been from this party but I didn’t know & don’t know now. I got the certificate from the South saying that the debts had been paid, but I never looked at this person.

Question: Who was it that might have told you this; what Parr was that?

Answer: The letter to me referred me to an individual that kept a blacksmith shop, as I understood, down on the street not very far from the Patent office. But I got the information, and never thought anything more about the letter or about the parties; and never made any inquiry in and regard to the parties.

Question: Who was the party that wrote the letter to you?

Answer: You say it was Mr. Parker.

Question: Was it a stranger that wrote you?

Answer: I do not know, sir.

Question: Then that is not the letter, is it?

Answer: I cannot.

Question: Don’t you know who he was that was volunteering to assist you in removing the encumbrances upon your property?

Answer: One person told me that he would get a letter or send a letter or tell someone or get a letter to send me.

Question: Who was that person?

Answer: Well, now, sir, it might implicate me in the whole transaction and I will state it as far as I can.

Question: You can decline answering.

Answer: I will decline.

Do not know a man named Wood;1 have no recollection of a man named Wood living. Never knew the actor J. Wilkes Booth or heard that there was such a man living before the affair. I had seen his father play two or three times 30 or 40 years ago. Was never at his place in Bellair.2

Question: Do you know, or have you even heard of Robert C. Herold?

Answer: Never heard of such a man in the world.

Question: Has your house been a depository or repository for letters intended to pass South?

Answer: Never in the world, from any quarter whatsoever.

Question: May I ask you why letters were at your house directed to parties South that contain such sentiments as would never pass a flag of truce boat?

Answer: This I will explain. The letter was brought to me.

Question: There are a large number of them there.

Answer: There were parcels of them. I don’t know who it was. One of the officers when I was arrested on the 18th handed me a letter asked me if I knew anything about it. I told him I did not. He asked how it was there. I looked at it, & said I could not tell him. A Miss Grace had been at my house. She was married, and this probably a letter sent to my wife by her to be sent down to the South, but said he, “Here is a Confederate stamp.” I accounted for that on the point that in passing through the Confederate mail it was necessary to have such a stamp upon it. When I related the matter to Mrs. Green she said to me “This is a letter you brought from the door one day.” & I recollect then the circumstance. Some man whom I never had seen or heard of, rang the bell. I think it was on Sunday, about 10 days before our arrest, and I went to the door & he handed me this package which he requested me to hand to Mrs. Green. I took the package and walked back into the room and handed it to her; & I never heard any more of the package again till it was handed back to me. She then stated that there was a direction on it. It was to be sent to Baltimore, to Mrs. Grace. I intended to have taken it to her.

Question: How about the other nine letters?

Answer: My answer is that I know nothing about them.

Question: Who wrote the quotation from Hamlet that was lying before Mrs. Green’s worktable as she was arrested; it looked somewhat like your handwriting?

Answer: I wrote the quotation, but determined not to send it. After going down to the Post Office. I said to my wife ^self^, “This might be thought to reflect upon recent occurrences”, and brought it back at once. I directed it to the name of a person who had written me a letter and I do not know whether it was a genuine letter, or whether it was a letter intended to find out my sentiments or what. The name of that person was Parr.

Question: What were the first two letters of the name?

Answer: Mrs. Ann Parr,1 Baltimore, but I never received a line from her in my life before, and I did not know what to make of that letter. It was rather a singular letter.

Question: A very doleful letter, was it not?

Answer: Yes sir.

Question: How came it that she wrote you?

Answer: I do not know. I do not know whether it was meant for a friendly letter or not. Mrs. Parr is Union, I think, and whether she wanted to make pretense to me that she was, and then to laugh at me or something of the kind, I could not tell.

Question: What is her husband’s name?

Answer: Mr. Preston Parr, who keeps a crockery store in North Baltimore. Mrs. Parr had been here a few days before, and her husband was in New York, I think, at the time, and her escort had suddenly gone away, and she was pretty ^particularly^ anxious to return to Baltimore. She sent a message to me. She had heard me say some days before that I wanted to go to Baltimore; and she asked me if I would not be her escort. I went up to give reasons why I could not; Mrs. Greene being sick. Afterwards I thought I had business that I had neglected (in Baltimore) very much, and thinking it would be but a courtesy to the lady, as she seemed very anxious that I should, I went with her; and that is the reason that in the letter she says, “You got me out of an unpleasant position on one occasion and I appeal to you again.” What that meant I cannot say.

Question: Was not the letter signed “Parker” written by Mrs. Parr?

Answer: Well that is a question that I decline answering, sir.

Question: Did not that letter come to you by a young man who called himself John H. Surratt, as the letter itself says it did?

Answer: No, sir, it did not. I told you the exact statement, sir; and you will find that I will not misrepresent, if I am implicated in your cross examination in any way; and I will not become the informer of anyone. The letter never was used in any way or shape. If I had found information on it, I might have sought the information that I had wanted.

Question: Was not that letter delivered not coming to you by mail, delivered by hand rather than by mail?

Answer: Yes, sir.

Question: By whom?

Answer: That is the precise point in which I decline to answer.

Question: Who was it that presented you with the letter?

Answer: Nobody brought it to me.

Question: How did you come in possession of the letter?

Answer: I decline to answer that. That is the letter was given to me that I might use it if I desired it. I will say this, that I know there was no earthly object in the handing of that letter to me except it’s furnishing a facility by which I might learn how a letter could be sent. I made no such acquaintance as Surratt. I never saw him nor heard of him.

Question: Did you at any time hear any party say anything about some remarkable event that was about to come off within the past two months?

Answer: No, sir. On no occasion.

Question: Or something that was startling news?

Answer: Nothing in this world. I am as totally ignorant of this whole recent affair as any man in the United States. Nobody ever told or hinted at any such a thing to me.



1 David Preston Parr, Confederate agent operating a china store in Baltimore.

1 Lewis Thornton Powell.

2 Tudor Hall, located near the town of Bel Air, Maryland.

1 Wife of David Preston Parr, a Confederate agent who owned a china shop in Baltimore. Parr arranged for Surratt to meet Lewis Powell, who was then recruited into Booth’s conspiracy.

(3:292–93)

“H” 460 (JAO) 1865

Thomas Green

War Department

Washington, DC

June 8, 1865

Received, this date, of Col. H. L. Burnett, Judge Advocate, twelve pages of letters taken from Letter Book belonging to me, and taken by order of the War Department.

Thomas Green


	JOHN GREENAWALT	(2:1052–58, PW, Atzerodt, Poore I:341, 390, Pitman 146)


“E” 320 (JAO) 1865

Greenawalt, J.

Headquarters Department of Washington, April 15, 1865

J. Greenawalt makes the following statement:

Am proprietor of the Pennsylvania House, No. 357 C St. Bet. 4 ½ & 6 St.1 A person calling himself G. A. Atzerodt came to my house on the 18th of March and took rooms. He is a man that weighs about 150 pounds I should think; light complexion; sandy whiskers; his hair is brown & long and curly & darker than his whiskers; his whiskers are not very heavy. He has worn recently a heavy gray overcoat. His undercoat was not black but dark; a business coat; his pants I think were lighter. He was lounging about the house & the city apparently doing no business. Said he expected to go away every day. He had 2 horses which he kept at the stable of Mr. Naylor on the Cor. of 13th and Pa. Av. He wished to sell the horses; they were two bay saddle horses. The smallest of the horses I bought and paid 140 dollars. The other horse was a larger horse about 12 years of age and bay color & blind in his right eye.2 I think he left my place on Thursday morning; it may have been Wednesday. He said he was going to Tennalytown to be gone 2 days and would then settle the small bill I had against him. He left between 8 o’clock and noon.

J. Wilkes Booth, or the person I supposed to be J. Wilkes Booth called at the house between 10 or 12 times during his stay at my house to see Atzerodt. My clerk knows Booth and says that Atzerodt told him it was J. Wilkes Booth. I have just seen in front of these headquarters the larger of the two horses that belonged to Atzerodt. He generally called between 7 & 10 o’clock in the evening, when Booth came in he would sometimes beckon Atzerodt to come to him & other times he would walk out and Atzerodt would follow him and they would have private & secret interviews, sometimes in front of my house & sometimes out in the square.

Another young man has been there & met Atzerodt frequently, sometimes staying 3 or 4 hours and apart talking by themselves & sometimes going to his room. I do not know his name but he said he lived near the Navy Yard. He was always in citizens dress; low slouch hat; dark business suit; I should think he was between 20 & 23 years of age; about 5 ft 8 in. high; weighing from 140 to 150 pounds; wore no whiskers, but was smooth shaved; dark hair; dark complexion; & dark eyes. In speaking of the horse I bought of Atzerodt, he said I had bought him cheap and that he would not sold him so cheap but he was hard up & that he had lent him money himself and wanted money to pay your bill & the money he had borrowed. Atzerodt was a man that drank occasionally & I have seen sometimes intoxicated and he told me when in liquor he was about out of money but had friends on whom he could call for plenty of money, and said he was going away & would return with plenty of gold, enough to live on all of his life. When he made these remarks he was not foolishly or stupidly drunk, but enough to make him free & communicative. I then asked him on one of these occasions just before he left how he was going to make this money & he said that he could not tell his secrets just then. About 2 weeks ago, one night after Booth had been there he told me that he had to go away the next day to be gone one day. He did not go the next day, but the day after. I saw him in the afternoon in a buggy passing my house; open buggy. I think or the top down, driving a gray horse about 15 or 16 hands high. He returned to my house the next forenoon having been absent all night. He complained of being sleepy, having had no sleep all night. The next time I saw him after he had left my house on Wednesday or Thursday as before stated, was between 2 and 3 o’clock this morning. He came to my house in company with a man who registered his name as S. Thomas.1 Thomas being a stranger the servant asked him to pay in advance, which he did by offering a 5-dollar bill which was brought to me to make change. I came down and gave him his change. He & Atzerodt were together. Atzerodt asked for his old room & was told he could not have it as it was occupied, and was asked to register his name, which he did & they went to the same room together. The man Thomas was very roughly dressed & his clothes much worn & his face brown by exposure. When they came in this morning I did not observe any arms on either of them, but on the occasion when Atzerodt two weeks ago, I observed 2 large pistols on a belt on his person and have seen them before. Were revolver pistols which ^he^ told me he had bought in Washington. I think they were “Metalic Cal”. My impression is that the pistols were of different make. They got up about half past 5 & 7 o’clock this morning. The stranger left first. I have never seen them since & do not know in what direction they went. I have just seen Atzerodt’s saddle & bridle & identify them.

John Greenawalt

Subscribed & sworn to before me this 15th day of April 1865

H. H. Wells, Col. & PMG



1 The Pennsylvania House, also know as the Kimmell House, was located at 357–359 C Street. George Atzerodt was a frequent guest and spent the night of the assassination there before fleeing Washington to Montgomery County, Maryland.

2 Purchased by Booth from Mudd’s nearest neighbor on December 18 and given to Lewis Powell to use the night of the assassination.

1 Samuel Thomas met Atzerodt on the street as they both were walking to the Pennsylvania House. Thomas had no connection to Atzerodt or Booth and was arrested but later released.

(3:529–30, PW, Atzerodt, Poore I:341, 390, Pitman 146)
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Greenwall, John

Jim (colored)

April 19, 1865

John Greenwall

Being shown the hat which the assassin of Seward left at the house, says that it is not like the hat worn by Atzerodt or the man whose name he gave as Thomas, but that Atzerodt wore a dark hat.

Jim, a colored man was shown the same hat and said that it was not worn by either of those persons.

(3:633–38, PW, Atzerodt, Poore I:341, 390, Pitman 146)
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Greenwald, John

Hdqrs. Dept. of Washington,

April 15, 1865

J. Greenawalt makes the following statement:

Am proprietor of the Penna. House No 357 C St. between 4 ½ & 6 St. A person calling himself G. A. Atzerodt came to my house on the 18th of March; took rooms. He is a man that weighs 150 pounds, I should think, light complexion, sandy whiskers. His hair is brown & long & curly & darker than his whiskers. His whiskers are not very heavy. He has worn recently a heavy grey overcoat. His undercoat was not black but dark business coat. His pants, I think, were light. He was lounging about the house and the city apparently doing no business; said he expected to go away every day. He had two horses which he kept at the stable of Mr. Naylor on the corner of 13th street & Pa. Avenue. He wishes to sell the horses. They were two bay saddle horses; the smallest of the horses I bought. Paid 140 dollars. The other horse was a large horse about 12 years of age and bay color & blind in his right eye. I [illegible] he left my place on Thursday. It may have been Wednesday; he said he was going to Tennalytown, to be gone two days & would then settle the small bill I had against him. He left between 8 o’clock & noon. J. Wilkes Booth, or the person I supposed was J. Wilkes Booth, called at the house between ten & twelve times during his stay at my house to see Atzerodt. My clerk knows Booth & says Atzerodt told him it was Wilkes Booth. I have just seen in front of these headquarters the larger of these two horses that belonged to Atzerodt. He generally called between 7 & 10 o’clock in the evening. When Booth came in he would sometimes beckon Atzerodt to come to him, and other times he would walk out and Atzerodt would follow him & they would have private & secret interviews; sometimes in front of my house and sometimes out in the square.

Another young man1 has been there & met Atzerodt frequently, sometimes staying three or four hours and talking apart by themselves, and sometimes going to his room. I do not know his name but he said he lived near the Navy Yard. He was always in citizen’s dress. Low slouched hat & dark business suit. I should think he was between 20 & 23 years of age, about 5 feet 8 in. high, weighing from 140 to 150 pounds, wore no whiskers, but was smooth shaved; dark hair, dark complexion and dark eyes. In speaking of the horse I bought from Atzerodt, he said I bought him cheap and he would not have sold him so cheap, but he was hard up and he had lent him money himself and wanted money to pay your bill and the money he had borrowed.

Atzerodt was a man that drank occasionally and I have seen him sometimes intoxicated and he told me when in liquor he was about out of money but had friends on whom he could call for plenty of money; and said he was going away and would return with plenty of gold, enough to live on all of his life. When he made these remarks he was not foolishly or stupidly drunk, but enough to make him free & communicative. I then asked him on one of these occasions just before he left, how he was going to make this money & he said he could not tell his secrets.

About 2 weeks ago, one night after Booth had been there he told me he had to go away the next day; but the day after I saw him in the afternoon in a buggy, passing my house, open buggy, I think, or the top down, driving a gray horse 15 or 16 hands high. He returned to my house that next forenoon having been absent all night. He complained of being sleepy having had no sleep all night. The next time I saw him after he had left my house on Wednesday or Thursday as before stated, was between two & three o’clock this morning. this morning. He came to my house in company with a man who registered his name as S. Thomas. Thomas being a stranger, the servant asked him to pay in advance, which he did by offering a $5 bill which was brought to me to make change. I came down and gave him his change. He and Atzerodt were together. Atzerodt asked for his old room and was told he could not have it as it was occupied, and was asked to register his name which he did & they went to the same room together. The man Thomas was very roughly dressed & his clothes much torn and his face brown by exposure. When they came in this morning I did not observe any arms on either of them, but on the occasion when Atzerodt spoke two weeks ago, I observed two large pistols in a belt on his person, and had seen them before; were revolver pistols which he told me he had bought in Washington. I think they were Metallic Cat. My impression is that the pistols were of different make. They got up about half-past five & seven o’clock this morning. The stranger left first. I have not seen them since and do not know in what direction they went. I have just seen Atzerodt’s saddle & bridle & identify them.

(signed) John Greenwald

Subscribed & sworn to before me

This 15th day of April 1865

H. H. Welles

Col. & PMG



1 The young man was David Herold. He lived with his widowed mother and several sisters in a row house near the entrance to the Navy Yard.
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Statement of Geo. Grillet

April 23rd, 1865

Statement of George Grillet, at Mrs. Smithson’s, C Street 213.

I know John Fuller. He left Washington, cannot say the exact time, but believe it was last Tuesday. I don’t know his residence in Baltimore, but believe it is in the west end. Riddle, who Fuller kept bar for, should know; a little Irishman with hump back, at the corner of New Jersey Avenue, and E Street. Darly & Ragans Liquor Store, knows of Fuller going to Baltimore. I saw Fuller last Thursday night week, also Friday night. Thursday night at Lichau House2 with Ned Murphy, Mike O’Laughlin, Early, Dan Loughran, now in Treasury Dept., John Giles, barkeeper of the house, and a number of others not recollected in company, who know one another. On Friday night I saw Fuller come in the Lichau House, about half past ten o’clock, and told Mike O’Laughlin, that the President had been murdered, and that Booth was charged with it. I was at Lichau from early evening until about 12 o’clock midnight. Mike O’Laughlin was there all the evening. I was well acquainted with him and Arnold, they told me they were in the oil business. O’Laughlin and Arnold had roomed together on D Street between 6th and Seventh, Fuller appeared to be very intimate with O’Laughlin, Hauptmann left yesterday afternoon at 6 o’clock for Baltimore.



1 Testified at the conspiracy trial on behalf of Michael O’Laughlen.

2 The Lichau House was a restaurant located at 34 Louisiana Avenue between 4½ and 6th streets.

(6:426–27, DW, O’Laughlen, Poore II:209, Pitman 230)
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May 8, 1865

George Grillet

George Grillet says:

I board at Mrs. Smithson’s, B St. between 2nd & 3rd, Washington, back of Adams Express office. I am in the cracker business. I have known Michael O’Laughlin about ten years. I was introduced to Samuel Arnold, by O’Laughlin, about 4 or 5 months ago. I first became acquainted with Arnold at the Lichau House. These two men did not board at Smithson’s but used to come there to see Mr. Loughran of the Treasury. They said they were in the coal oil business. Their whole business appeared to be with Booth altogether. I have seen them with Booth as often as 3 times in a week. I have been at the Lichau House when they have left, saying they had to go to the National Hotel to see their friend Booth. The last time I saw them in company at the Lichau House was on the 4th of March last. I do not suppose they have been at Smithson’s for two months. Arnold & O’Laughlin had a room together on D St. between 6th & 7th.

The letter I have seen published in the papers signed “Sam” answers the description of Sam Arnold.1 I believe they had both been in the Southern army,2 but I never heard them express their sentiments. I was at the Lichau House the night of assassination from 7 to 11 o’clock, O’Laughlin was there all that time.



1 The “Sam” letter, written by Arnold to Booth, was found among Booth’s papers in his room at the National Hotel.

2 Samuel Arnold served in Company C, 1st Maryland Infantry, CSA, and Michael O’Laughlen served in Company D, 1st Maryland Infantry, CSA.

(3:499–506, DW, Poore II:209, Pitman 230)
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Grillet, George

L. April 18th, 1865

George L. Grillet testifies as follows:

I am acquainted with a couple of young men who have been in this town some time. They came from Baltimore recently, and their names are Samuel Arnold and Michael O’Laughlin; know them very well; have been with them nearly every night. They visit the house where I am quite frequently, near 4 ½ Street, kept by Mr. Lichau. They have stated to me that their business in town was in the coal oil business with Booth.3 At one time I saw this O’Laughlin have a circular of some coal oil company. The only thing that aroused my suspicion that they were connected with anything of this kind was the letter I saw in the Chronicle on Sunday signed “Sam”; If the letter was produced I could tell whether it was his handwriting.

(The letter referred to was produced.)

I could not swear positively but I think this is his handwriting. He is the son of Arnold the Baker in Baltimore. That man’s name is Samuel Arnold. He used to live at Hookstown. His father is a baker in Baltimore on Fayette St., near Liberty. I know his father has a farm somewhere near Baltimore, 5 or 6 miles from the city. I first saw Sam Arnold here about 3 or 4 months since. I was introduced to him by this O’Laughlin. No conversation took place at that time save that he was introduced to me as Mr. Arnold. The family I have frequently heard of in Baltimore. They were at the house on Pennsylvania Avenue to see Mr. O’Laughlin and myself. They were acquainted with this O’Laughlin. Mr. O’Laughlin and myself were both from Baltimore and roomed together, and when they came to Washington they always stopped at this house. They said they were in the coal oil business with J. Wilkes Booth. I have frequently seen him in their company and was introduced to Booth by them. I could not say positively how often I had seen them together. Their whole business would seem to be with Booth. They had no particular time or place of meeting. They were in the habit of going to the National Hotel to see Booth. Michael O’Laughlin, or “Mike”, as he was called; I could not say whether he was here before I saw him. I do not know how long Mike When I saw him he worked wore a pair of Scotch plaid pants and vest and dark coat—tolerably large plaid, and a black slouch hat. His clothes were apparently new. I cannot recollect when I first saw him. I think it was three or four months ago. He lived on D Street between 6 & 7. He used to take his meals at the corner of 8th & D at the old Franklin House, I forget the present name. Mike was in the feed business at the place of business on the corner of 7th and E. Streets. He is a man about five feet eight in height, very stout, dark complected, black-haired, with brown eyes, black mustache and black imperial. He was down here Thursday afternoon with some friends from Baltimore, and went away Friday afternoon. He was at the house Friday Thursday night. I did not see him until half past 10 o’clock. He was with Capt. J. B. Henderson, I think, from Baltimore. I saw him Friday night at half past 10 o’clock I next saw him on Friday morning and saw him on Friday night. On Friday morning I saw him at the Lichau House and in the afternoon I saw him, I should think, about six o’clock. I saw him then at the Lichau House. That is the only place where I saw him. He remained at the Lichau House all night Friday night. He was there both before and after this occurrence. I know it because I was there. He was in the barroom and on the pavement.

Question: Are you ^a member of the^ Knights of the Golden Circle?

Answer: I never heard of such an organization in this city.

I board on B Street between 2nd & third, and I stop there ^(at the hotel)^ every evening. I have not seen Arnold for a month. He did not come down at night. I know nothing of Henderson except that he was a Captain in the United States Navy. He had on a uniform. I judged Mike to be in the coal oil business because he stated so. O’Laughlin and I room together; and when O’Laughlin saw this in the paper, it was pointed out by Mr. Lindsay, and this was the description of Arnold.

I am engaged in the N.Y. Excelsior Cracker business. I went there a year last October. I came to Washington on the 8th of October, 1861. I was engaged with Mr. Toucey, the same gentleman that I am with now. I was with him I suppose a year. Then I was with Mr. ________ [blank] on C Street as cooper in the loft. Then I was in Herndon’s Express office.

The political sentiments of Arnold I have always supposed to be rebellious. I have heard that he was in the Southern Army. He never expressed his feelings to me at all, one way or the other. I never saw any other parties with Booth than Mike & him.

(An album of photographs was shown the witness and the witness said he did not know any of the pictures. Booth’s picture was handed him and he recognized it.) Booth was in the Lichau House on the 4th of March. Mike O’Laughlin was in there, I suppose about half past 10 or 11 o’clock that day. They were sitting in the back room drinking and talking privately.



3 None of the conspirators were involved with Booth’s oil venture. The fact that several of them said they were led the authorities to believe that it was a cover for their capture operation.
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Grosh, A. B.

Washington DC May 10/65

Hon. E. M. Stanton, Sec. of War

Hon. Sir,

I desire to call your attention to the “Daily Morning Chronicle” of this morning, Page 2d, column 2d, Editorial leader.

Charles Chauncey Burr, there noticed as the vindicator of the assassination, was once a respectable clergyman, and a zealous abolitionist and temperance man, but became licentious, the traveling companion of Lola Montez,1 and is now the reputed editor of Ben Wood’s2 “Daily News” as well as actually of the magazine there noticed.

From his fondness for actors and theatricals, and aptness and fluency in dramatic literature, it is highly probable that he was intimate with John Wilkes Booth; and if so, he would know considerable of his plans, if not participate in them.

Burr is a bravado and blusterer, but at bottom a great coward, and should he know anything in relation to the assassination of our President, I think he would readily divulge what he knows, if arrested and duly threatened and promised release; For he is reckless and selfish.

Excuse this intrusion on your time, but I am very desirous that every link in this infernal conspiracy should be discovered and disclosed; and knowing Burr’s history and character, it seemed my duty thus to address you.

Very respectfully,

Yours,

A. B. Grosh

References: Hon. Thaddeus Stevens, or Hon. Isaac Newton. My position; clerk in the Department of Agriculture. My residence; third story of 453 Ninth St. West 1 Maria Delores de Parris y Montez was born Eliza Gilbert in Ireland. She was an exotic, sometimes erotic, dancer who once said, “I have been notorious, but never famous.” In 1848 Eliza, the mistress of King Louis I of Bavaria, fled to the United States, where she delighted in challenging the mores of society.

2 Benjamin Wood, editor-publisher of the New York Daily News and a Democratic congressman from March 4, 1861, to March 3, 1865. Wood was an opponent of Lincoln.
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Letter to Stanton from Gurley, June 7, 1865

Consulate of the United States

Quebec, June 7, 1865

Hon. Edwin M. Stanton

Secretary of War

Sir,

On the 31st of May I was informed by Hon. Jno. F. Potter, Consul General of the United States in the British North American Provinces that several trunks the property of J. Wilkes Booth, and which were shipped by him late last fall for Nassau, NP,1 were at Rimonski Lower Canada some two hundred miles below this point on the River, and I was requested to make an effort immediately to obtain authority to examine them and if any papers were found throwing light upon the conspiracy in which he was engaged, to forward the same to you. The trunks were held under order of segine opened by the court of vice admiralty in proceedings of salvers against the schooner and cargo. I therefore by attorney made application for a commission of examination which was granted and the commission issued to the marshal. The trunks were brought here yesterday under seal, and opened and examined in my presence.

The contents were much damaged by water, two of the trunks were marked “J. Wilkes Booth” and contained his theatrical wardrobe, one volume of Hardee’s Infantry Tactics and fifty six bound and pamphlet volumes of plays. Many of these contain Booth’s signature, and stage notes in writing. I have examined them carefully, deeming it possible that some names or memoranda of importance might be found. I noticed a few names in the books and enclose a list of the same, marked A, although I am inclined to the opinion that they are the names of those associated with him on the stage, with one exception, and that is Thos. W. Davey or Dewey, which is entered in two or three places in one volume in Mariner given in the list. If desired I think I can obtain permission to forward these volumes. A number of extracts from newspapers in regard to his theatrical performances were found, but of no importance. A printed invitation, dated Montgomery Ala. November 27th 1860, is herewith enclosed, also a note to Booth evidently from a female admirer without date and with an initial only, also one daguerreotype of a female marked B, and five photographs of men marked C. Three of these I suppose to be of a brother of Booth, but deem it best to send them. One long trunk or box contained swords and pistols, evidently, however connected with his theatrical regalia. A large trunk marked F, and which was supposed to belong to him, proved to belong to other parties, although from the character of its contents, the point to which shipped, and from some passages in the letter accompanying it, was without doubt intended to run the blockade, and reach someone of the southern ports. There is nothing in the letter showing to whom or from whom sent. I however send the letter marked D. These trunks were shipped after the 18th of November last from Montreal by a man named Martin. This Martin it seems was afterwards drowned between Nassau and Halifax. The salvers stated that when the Captain abandoned the schooner he took with him one trunk somewhat similar to these of Booth’s but smaller. These trunks and their contents will probably be sold under the decree of the court for the benefit of the salvers.

I have communicated all that could by any possibility be of importance, and regret that after the trouble taken, and expense incurred, the investigation has not resulted in shedding some new light upon the plottings and plans of the conspirators.

Very Respectfully

Your obedient Servant

W. H. F. Gurley

US Consul



1 Booth was in Montreal during October 18–27 conducting business with Patrick Charles Martin, a Confederate agent. Booth arranged with Martin to have his theatrical wardrobe shipped through the blockade to the South. The ship foundered in a bad storm, killing all on board including Martin. Booth’s trunk was recovered by salvers and sent to the American consul in Montreal. The trunk was later turned over to Edwin Booth, who burned the trunk and its entire contents.
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Enclosure “Doc A” to Gurley Letter

A

Lady of Lyons has on flyleaf the name “Mollie A. Harrison”, also across one of the pages “Mollie Slocum” also on inner page “Tony B. Johnson”

Richard 3rd on last page “Tho W. Davey, St. Louis, Mo. Southern Confederacy” also “E. P. Wilks, Phila. call Boy Arch St Theater”

The Marble Heart, on last page evidently not in Booth’s writing, “Thos. W. Davey, St. Louis, Southern Confederacy” also Booth’s signature “J. Wilkes Booth St. Louis Theatre, Southern Confederacy May 3rd 1862” also on an inner page “J. Wilkes Booth” & in another handwriting “Thos. W. Davey St. Louis Southern Confederacy”

Merchant of Venice has name of “F. L. Calcoss” or Calcross
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Enclosures to Gurley’s letter

Friday evening

6 PM

Wilkes


I know imperative business kept you away today. Would you please try & come down tomorrow as soon after two as possible. You can dine privately with me. I do not mind your drive. I trust you are feeling better today. Be very good until I see you. Bring my ring tomorrow. Anything that please you will be acceptable. God bless you my precious friend & believe me, devotedly your friend N

One smack little kiss

PS Mollie S. was here. Pretty also bring with my ring ____ if you cannot come send me word.
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Enclosure to Gurley Letter

Printed Invitation

The St. Andrews’ Society

Montgomery Ala. Nov. 27, 1860

Dear Sir,

The Anniversary Dinner of the Society will take place on Friday Evening, the 30th inst., St. Andrews’ day You are requested to attend the same, and appear at the Meeting Room, No. 6 Owen’s Block, Corner of Market and Lawrence Streets, at 5 o’clock, precisely.

Yours Truly,

Will McMinn, Sec’y

N. B. Please notify the Secretary if you can attend

F-56

Enclosure Doc B to Gurley Letter

[Photograph too dark to see clearly; appears to be an elderly woman.]
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Enclosure Doc C to Gurley letter

__________two pictures of Junius Booth

Reverse side: Cartes de Visite by Silsby Case & Co. Photographic artist 200 Washington St. Boston.
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Enclosure Doc. D. to Gurley Letter

Montreal, Oct. 16, 1864

My darling Katy, Mother & I came here to make a visit nearly two weeks since, just in time for me to do your shopping. Mary’s two letters, of July 26th & August 21st had been received only two days previous to our arrival & Fanny was delighted to have my assistance in filling the orders enclosed, for she is very busy & has many things to trouble her. The weather has been, & still is, very disagreeable; rain the whole time & the wind is horrible. There has been only now & again a day that we could venture out & yesterday we were obliged to take a carriage, not withstanding the rain, to finish the shopping, as the vessel sails on Wednesday. We packet the trunk tomorrow & as I do not feel well enough to go to Church today, am writing this to put in the trunk. I hope all will go safely & more expeditiously than the first one. The same party is to have charge of this & promises to take good care of it. We have done the best we could, in selecting the articles sent for & hope all will be suited. I shall put a list of goods & prices, with this letter, & send another by mail. Some things are altered a little, others added to, according to my own judgment but I know you would be satisfied. Trimming I do not know much about, but have sent velvet, ribbon, silk, & crepe, for that purpose, & Fanny selected the Fashion books which she thought would be best & we presume you are not Stupid! Sleeves are worn very small, & do not require much trimming but it appears to me that everything in the shape of dress, is trimmed beyond all bounds of good taste & I am tired of the sight of so much extravagance. I do not trim at all. Broad belts & buckles are the latest style. The girls are both wearing them. Bonnets are becoming smaller. I shall put your clasps on one, where the veil should be pinned. I send you a grenadine dress, thinking you will need one as much as Mary for Bombazine is too thick for warm weather. I also send silk for a petticoat to wear with these dresses. Thinking you may not have more than one old black silk dress to use in that way. All black thin goods must be made up over black. The black blanket shawls were not nice & I put in two merinos. There are no long veils brought here but I have sent the best material I could think of to make veils of, thin crepe, barege, & silk grenadine. The baby’s cloak is the prettiest one Fanny could find & such as are worn here altogether. The little white crib, Lacque Fanny sends to the baby for Clara & I have worked just as hard as possible to finish these two pretty shirts, for the little pet. I brought the yarn with me for work & was so glad to have the opportunity of doing something for you & wish I would do a deal more. Some thing’s I could have found much nicer in New York, but of course you will be satisfied with our best endeavors! The twilled cotton is very poor but the best to be had, & as I did not know what you needed it for did not venture to refuse it. There are no slate col’d stockings, therefore all the dozen are black. The silk dresses are all in one piece, 32 yds, I told them to divide it but presume they forgot it.

I said Fanny was troubled about many things. The poor child had a hard life & one that does not show any signs of improving. William does nothing to support her, as himself & seems to have no energy, lounges round the streets & drinks more than he should & Fanny works hard to clothe herself & the children. She has now decided to try & support herself altogether & is going to Lennoxville, not far (about 100 miles) from here to open a boarding house for school boys. Her father is building her a house & she intends to make money enough to pay for it all! I do feel so sorry for the dear child, she is a lovely woman & it is such a pity that she has such a husband. I presume he will stand still & see her do all the work, & let her support him as well. He does not seem to be troubled by the way he is living here, now, & for some time back, without paying any board. If Br. John were like some men, he would turn him out of doors & tell him to go to work, but B. is too good natured & easy. He too poor man has a great deal of trouble. My darling, losing your precious boy here on earth to find him again in Heaven one day, we trust, is nothing in comparison to having such a son living, as Gussy. I told you in one of my letters he had gone again to England. He robbed his father of a large sum of money before he left & is doing nothing but evil all the while. I am afraid he is past mending & poor B. feels so badly about him; knows he must be in want, many times for he will not work & yet that it does no good to help him. Helen & Clara & Willie have all seen him & tried to bring him to his senses, but in vain. This is a sad picture of this family & I did not realize until now I am here, how much sorrow & trouble has been increasing over poor brother’s head the past few years. There is trouble & sorrow enough everywhere but it seems as though there was more than one could bear here. Parents suffer most through & by their children. Clara has been left in London, under the care of an earnest physician who promises to cure her in the course of two months, or little over. Helen & Mark returned home without her, about six weeks since. The doctor says Clara’s disease is entirely of the womb & that if she had gone on with the traveling & excitement of the past year, (& the water cure establishment did more harm than good) she would have been an incurable paralytic in less than two months! The Dr. had to perform some operation upon her womb & has made her so weak that she is confined to the bed, which will keep her quiet at any rate now. Clara is in a pleasant boarding house. Helen says & with kind people, & good friends & they have made since being so much in England. The Dr. said there was nothing the matter with Clara’s spine, all the trouble was elsewhere. I hope she may be entirely cured, if she will only take warning & be more prudent in the future. There is a great deal of that same trouble among young women now adays & a great deal owing to want of care & reckless imprudence. Helen says she could not induce Clara to take any care of herself. Helen & Mark seem to have had a very pleasant year of traveling. Helen wants to go again, but I do not think she has improved any. Just as cold & indifferent as ever & just as polite! Take them all together they are a curious family! I wish Brother could have some comfort from his children, but it seems pretty much all trouble just now. I do not mean that they all act badly, of course, only Gussy, but in some way they cause him a great deal of sorrow & worry. I think he takes more comfort with Fanny than any of them & if he could have her without her husband would be quite content. Willie is very good & does all he can, but he has an uncertain temper & one does not know how to manage him at all times. He is so sensitive, I wish he had a good wife to keep him from fretting. But you will think I am very doleful & fault finding if I continue such a strain, only we all like to know how our friends fare in the world, their joys, & also their sorrows & these dear people do not write about themselves much, only when one sits down to talk do they tell the troubles. Willie is housekeeping by himself up near the factory & I think if Fanny finds it best to remain at Lennoxville, & she is determined to succeed, Brother will try & find a more convenient place to live. If this property could only be sold it would be so much better. Business is very dull, but still they make considerable & keep busy. We, mother & I, shall go home this week to prepare for our winter at New York Sister Lizzie is already there with Sister Nette. These will be quite a houseful & mother expects to have a pleasant winter. I hope it may prove more so than the last, but we shall miss dear brother very much. I have sent you two letters since we heard of your dear Converse’s death, I hope you have received them & all the letters of the rest of the family. But you know we think of & sympathize with you all the time, even if the written expression does not reach you so regularly. Mary’s last letter to Fanny read very sweet, I wish I could see the dear child. She must be a great comfort to you. Brother told me he had furnished George with the money intended for your dear boy & that Converse had all he could wish for & also some for his friends. When Brother was telegraphed that the dear boy was ill, he immediately made preparations to go to him thinking George would not be able to leave his business, but the second telegraph told him there would not be time, & Geo had gone & when John’s letter was recd, Brother telegraphed to Geo the news from you, but too late for your darling to hear of your welfare but he knows now that all is right & do try my darling not to grieve over what is now ended. Remember all things that can comfort you & contrast yourself with so many who are far worse off, & be thankful to the Dear God for all his mercies. I have been writing most of the day & my hand is tired, I must stop now. I will write again as soon as I go home & enclose another list of the goods in this trunk. Fanny has copied these & will write a few directions for Mary to dress her hair. Tell Julia & Katy I hope they will like their dresses. We think them very pretty. I have followed your list exactly as possible. Fanny could not of course remember the color of the brown merino to get trimming, but blk velvet is as pretty as anything or ribbon & I thought I would get a variety of items. You could list yourselves. The flat silk ones are for your bombazine. Give our united love to all the dear people & let us know directly if you receive all this safely. Your loving Jenney, All the families are well I believe.

[Editor’s note: There are four additional pages with holes and although not entirely illegible appear to be in the same vein as the previous paragraphs, but with the holes the pages make no sense.]
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Letterhead: Department of State, Washington, May 15, 1865

Hon. Edwin M. Stanton,

Secretary of War

Dear Sir,

The enclosed letter was received at the Dept. of State on Saturday last.

By direction of General Seward, I forward it to you.

Very respectfully,

Your Obedient servant,

A. Anthony Gutman

(2:1180–83)
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Envelope: Postmark #1 Nassau #2 New Orleans May 12 Address Frederick

Seward, Esq., Washington D. S. U. St. N. America

Nassau, N. D.

May 8, 1865

Mister Frederick Seward Esq.1

If you will exaimien your fathers and A. Lincoln’s private papers you will find the key to the late Washington tragedy. The first letter dated Dec. 12, 1860, Clinton, Ill, Jan 1861, Feb 1861, March 1861, April 1861, which Chase answerd my letter but your father and Lincoln never did. Had they taken my advice the country would not be in so deplorable condition, but ah!!! (convince a mann against his will) had I wrote about this last tragedy they would not have believed it. It will not be the last. So I will say no more. I know what I know, if I am only a tailor. Young man, look out for yourself. Say nothing to A. Johnson. Take my advice! The worst is coming. I remain yours respectfully, Frederick Amthor.

Please Deliver to Bearer my suit and the bill.

Yours truly

Gustave Renouard



1 Second eldest son of Secretary of State William H. Seward. Frederick served in his father’s stead while he convalesced.


	BENNETT F. GWYNN	(4:420–21, DW, M. Surratt, Poore II:190, II:218, II:294, Pitman 126, 126, 182–83)
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Statement of Bennett F. Gwynn

Bennett F. Gwynn, lives 1-½ miles from Surrattsville. Knows Mrs. Mary E. Surratt. She was there on Monday before murder of the President, and also on Friday the day of the murder, a young man who boards with her, Wiechmann, brought her in a buggy both times. She came on Monday to my house, she staid an hour or more. She said she had sent for Mr. Nothey to lease some land & wanted us to meet him next day at Lloyds Hotel.2 This was Monday. I went up met Nothey. Lloyd not at home, then, I do not know if he was at home that day. I did not hear her talk with Lloyd that day. I do not know whether she had seen Lloyd that Monday or not.

On Friday she came I only saw her about 6 o’clock P.M. at Lloyds.3 Do not know how long she had been there that day. I did not see Lloyd ^or his horse^. I was only there about five minutes. Lloyd was in Marlboro that day but got to his hotel before I did, a man named Seesly(?) was with him. Saw J. H. Surratt carry in [unintelligible word] from Surrattsville.

I do not know whether she had talk with Lloyd in my absence or not.

Bennett F. Gwynn



2 The Surratt Tavern.

3 On the day of the assassination Mary Surratt explained her trip to Surrattsvile to authorities as an effort to collect a debt owed to her by John Nothey.
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	CORDELIA HALL (COLORED)	(7:463–72)


F-89

I lived at Mr. Darnell’s in the fall before the President was murdered and stayed there 9 or 10 months. I saw two men come there about a week before my husband enlisted which was a good two months before the President was killed. They came there about dusk Sunday evening from the direction of Bladensburg.1 Never saw them till they came into the yard. They staid all night and had an early breakfast and as soon as they ate left. Mr. Darnell told me to get the breakfast early as he had to go somewhere. He didn’t go anywhere till late in the day and then he went to Bladensburg or that way. Breakfast was through about seven o’clock. The men were strangers. Never saw them before. Miss Henny said, when the guards came round that they were acquaintances of her brother from Baltimore. I saw one of them since. Saw him here in jail (this Surratt). Have no doubt about it. (Pointed out Surratt and Booth in the book as the persons.) The one with whiskers (Booth) was on a dark sorrel and the other (Surratt) on a checked Sorrel.

Cordelia saw Mertz at Darnell’s. Mertz is about 25 or 30; was married; never seen any children of his; he is a little taller than Rasmussen and has a more broken face; had a moustache and whiskers up the side; don’t know the color of his hair; he was a farmer; carried on a crop; had hands work for him; used to be with Darnell; used to visit all together; hunted and shot with him.

Notes: Matthews2 rather dull. The other colored witnesses bright.



1 A suburban community located to the north of the District of Columbia in Prince George County, Maryland.

2 Refers to Cadher Mathews (7:465–66).


	THOMAS A. HALL	(4:138–40)
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April 24th 1865

Evidence

Endorsements:

War Department Apl 26 1865 Respectfully referred to Col. J. A. Foster Judge Advocate for his information and such action as he may deem proper on the premises. To be returned with report of action taken by order of the Sec. of War.

H Burnett Provost Col. and Judge Advocate

Statement of Thomas A. Hall

Thomas A. Hall, Manager of Ford’s Theater, Baltimore says;

I asked and obtained permission of Mr. Stanton to visit Bellair, the former residence of the Booth family, 27 miles west of Baltimore.1 There is quite a dense and large tract of wood there. The old residence is vacant at the present time; but an old servant of the family named Jane Hall is living near there. She was in the family some 20 years & was very much devoted to them, and the boys were in the habit of visiting her when they came to that vicinity. J. Wilkes Booth was there about a year ago and stopped with a man named Hannah who keeps a hotel. This man came to this woman about two days ago and asked her if she would feed him if he came there. He must have gone there for that express purpose; as it is quite a distance from the road & quite isolated. She answered that she would; and evidently would. I think she is a reliable person. A man named King, a strong Union man, who differed so widely with Booth in opinion that on several occasions they nearly came to blows, told me that about a year ago Mr. Booth, the assassin, told him that while hunting in this woodland he had discovered a cave that he never had seen before. It was well known that his father was in the habit of visiting a cave, but this was not the one to which he alluded. He said that a man could live there well and conceal himself for a long time. He was in the habit of hunting in this wood for a long time. An old man named Stephen Hooper (a loyal man) said that the Confederate Cavalry concealed themselves ^in the wood^ during the raid and nobody could find them. Booth has a great many friends in the neighborhood. There is a great deal of woodland there, from 7 to 12 miles in extent. I suppose the cave to be near Jane Hall’s house, in a smaller wood. There are two parts or pieces of woodland.



1 Bel Air, Maryland, where the Booth family lived, is located approximately fifteen miles northeast of Baltimore (not west).


	WILLIAM HALL (COLORED)	(7:463–72)


F-89

Born at Melrode, Anne Arundel County Md. I am married, have got my wife here. She worked for Mr. Darnell when I went soldiering. I went off in the second winter month of 1865, about the tenth of January. When I enlisted in Gen. Duncan’s Regiment (4th USCT). We lay at Baltimore for a while. I was at Darnell’s just before I enlisted, a little better than a week. I think I went over to Darnell’s nearly every night as I was at work on the government fort; Fort Meigs opposite Anacosta Bridge. I saw a couple of strangers there on a Sunday night about a week before I enlisted. Never saw any of those strangers except the other day I saw one of them on the way to the Courthouse (pointed out Surratt’s picture as one of them). Can pick out the other (and he did pick out Booth). They came there on horseback. I saw them ride up as I was standing at the kitchen door. One was on a kind of bay and the other on a sort of chicken(?) sorrel. I think the youngest one (Surratt) was riding on the sorrel, the other (Booth’s) hair was coal black and the other’s (Surratt’s) was dark. He had only a short goatee on his face.


	MAJOR GENERAL HENRY W. HALLECK	(4:582–86)


R.B. (JAO) P53 1865

H. W. Halleck

Maj. Gen.

Richmond May 25, 65

Forwards two letters from J. A. Campbell, late Asst. Secy. War, C.S.A.

Richmond Va.

March 24th 1865

E. C. Ord

Commanding

Gen.,

In the report of the proceedings before the Military commission sitting at Washington City for the trial of persons charged in the assassination of the late President Lincoln, of the 22nd Inst. There is a letter purporting to have been written by L. W. Alsten to Mr. Davis as President of the Confederate States and upon which the following endorsements appear. “Respectfully referred by direction of the President to Honorable Secretary of war. Burton M. Harrison Private Secretary.1 Recd. Nov. 29, 1864.”

Record book A.G.O. Dec. 8 1864

A.G. for attention.

By order, J. A. Campbell as with other endorsements show that this letter was received at the office of Mr. Davis; that no sanction to the application was given by him, but that the letter was referred to the War Department for suitable action. If the department had approved the scheme of the author of the letter, there would, in all probability, have been some letter directed to be written to him or some special order made upon it. But the endorsement by me shows that I did not consider it worthy of an answer by the department, or even worthy of being submitted to the Secretary of War. The letter is referred to the Adjutant General for such attention as might be deemed proper by him, as having a general oversight of the army as Inspector and Adjutant General, and that the papers might be deposited in his office, it being the office of registry & record for the army. The Adjutant General would never have supposed from the endorsement that he could make any order or give any direction for the execution of the plan proposed. The endorsement employs the words commonly in use by the department in intercourse with the A.G.’s office. I could not have been misunderstood. The Adjutant & Inspector General is General Samuel Cooper, an officer, probably known to you as one of the most experienced officer & honorable men belonging to any army service. It cannot be supposed in referring a letter to him “For Attention” that I could for a moment anticipate that he would sanction the abominable scheme proposed by the author. Nor would he have been justified in giving any other attention to it than that of directing charges to be preferred against the writer under the articles of war, & under the standing orders of the department, forbidding conduct unbecoming an officer & a gentleman & for conducting his correspondence irregularly.

I have no particular recollection of the letter, and do not remember to have ever seen the author. If he be the son of the gentleman he mentions, I feel quite sure that his father would join me in condemning the proposition his letter contains. I am quite confident that no “attention” was ever given to the letter that can implicate Gen. Cooper, or any officer in his department, or myself in any approbation of its contents.

If not inconsistent with your official duty, I shall feel obliged to you to communicate this letter to the Hon. Mr. Stanton, Secy. Of War, and to the Judge Advocate of the Military Court.

Very Respectfully

Your Obt. Svt

J. A. Campbell

If this paper has any connection with my arrest I cordially request that I be allowed to appear before some officer to afford any explanation that may be required. Then an officer of the A. Generals office in Richmond City vicinity who can offer a full information as to the course of business in reference to such papers & as the significance of my endorsements was strictly in accordance with the routine of the office.



1 The letter referred to appears as exhibit 64 at the conspirators’ trial. Alston requests an interview with Jefferson Davis to discuss his plan. The letter gives no hint of Alston’s plan, only the statement that it will “strike at the heart’s blood of those who seek to enchain her [the Confederacy] in slavery.”

(5:1–2)
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Hdqrs. Mil. Div. Of the James

Richmond, Va. May 7th 1865

H. W. Halleck

Maj. Gen. Commanding

Transmits two pamphlets by Jno. L. O’Sullivan, late U. S. Minister to Portugal

Hon. E. M. Stanton

Secty of War

Washington

Sir,

I enclose herewith two pamphlets by that vilest of traitors, John L. O’Sullivan, on which he acknowledges himself the author, in his own handwriting. These may be of value in his prosecution should this traitor ever return to the United States.

Very respectfully,

Your obt. Servt,

H. W. Halleck

(5:3–15)

Pamphlet one:

Peace

The sole chance now left for Reunion

A letter to Professor S. F. B. Morse, L.L.D.

President of the New York “Society for the Diffusion of Political Knowledge”

From John L. O’Sullivan, Late Minister of the United States to Portugal.

[Editor’s note: This printed pamphlet had the following handwritten inscription on the title page.]

Published with the twofold object of appealing to the North to make peace, and of vetoing the Federal loan then in the [unintelligible three words]

Hon. J. P. Benjamin, with very best respects of the author.

25 pages. [Editor’s note: Not included.]

(5:16–31)

Pamphlet two:

Recognition Its International Legality

It’s Justice and It’s Policy

A letter to Lord Palmerston

By

John L. O’Sullivan,

Late United States Minister to Portugal

[Editor’s note: The title page also had the handwritten inscription “to J. P. Benjamin” and this note.]

Published for distribution to Parliament & the Press in preparation of the debate & vote on Mr. Roebuck’s motion.

30 Pages. [Editor’s note: Not included.]

(4:514–59)
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H. W. Halleck, Maj. Gen. USA

Richmond May 30, 1865

Head Quarters Military Division of the James

Richmond, Va. May 30th 1865

Brig. Gen. Jos. Holt

Judge Ad. Gen.

Washington

Gen. I send you a small pamphlet, picked up here, which may be of assistance hereafter in investigating the conduct of Gov. Vance and G. N. Sanders.1

Very respectfully

Your obedient servant,

H. W. Halleck



1 The pamphlet referred to is “George N. Sanders” Narrative of the Events Connected with His Contract with the State of North Carolina and Exposure of Col. D. K. McRae in Relation Thereof.


	THOMAS E. HAMBLETON	(2:13–15)
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Maryland Fire Insurance Company of Baltimore

Office N. W. Corner Baltimore and North Streets

Baltimore April 20th 1865

To: Gen. Augur, U. S. A. Washington

Sir,

The writer telegraphed you a few days ago his apprehensions of the destruction of Ford’s Theater.

Our secretary informs me a guard had already been stationed for its protection.

For fear, however, General, I may have done injustice to someone I address you this note of explanation. A large amt. was insured on the building in this city & as the terrible tragedy had occurred there & from expressions dropped, we felt apprehensive of the result. We therefore felt it our duty at once to telegraph you as the Commanding Gen.

In regard to Mr. John T. Ford himself, we deem it a duty to say I have known him from a child, & his fathers family for thirty odd years and never heard ought against either. Indeed I look upon him as every way exemplary in his professional character. If I thought he could by implication be mixed up in the remotest manner with the death of our lamented President, I would spurn him, but as an industrious and enterprising citizen having his own & his old father’s family to support, I trust I am not doing wrong at his particular juncture to bear to you Gen., this testimonial of Mr. Ford’s character, which is done without his knowledge or request.

Very respectfully,

Thos. E. Hambleton


	CHARLES HAMILTON	(2:503–4)
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Hamilton, Chas.

Endorsement: Resp forwarded Bvt. Maj. Wm. Lane A. A. Gen. Pa. with the report that I have made inquiries concerning complaint Charles Hamilton against Gottlieb Scheerer & cannot find that any persons were present when the assertion named herein was made. Mr. F. Sarmiento in whose store this took place & whose acquaintance with G. Scheerer is thru a number of years does not think that Scheerer had any knowledge of the plot, nor does he think that he was any way connected with it. He is a man about 70 years of age, was formerly a shoemaker, and retired with a competency; has the reputation of being a very ignorant man. Edwin Palmer, Capt. & Pro. Mar. 2nd Div. Pa.

Philadelphia April 29th 1865

Hon. Edwin M. Stanton

Secretary of War

Respected Sir,

Desirous, as every loyal citizen should be of aiding the government in its effort to bring to account all persons who may in any way or degree appear to know anything about the murder of our recently beloved President; I propose to relate what was said to me some 3 or 4 months ago and since the presidential election in November last, by a man of the name of Gottlieb Scheerer, a Dutch Jew and notorious copperhead. These are his words. “Lincoln will not live six months” said in malignant vehement and threatening manner with an expression of countenance clearly indicating his deadly hatred of Mr. Lincoln. This unfortunately has proved to be too true. At that time, I did not consider it of much importance, rather attributing such declaration a disappointed political hope, and simply said in reply “Do you intend to kill him?” to which he made no reply. Immediately on reading the news of the horrifying calamity, I went and reported this man to Mayor Henry who said he thought it too vague to arrest and hold him; that he had heard of others who had said the same thing; but saying, if he had designated place and particulars, when, where, and how, it would occur, it would be evidence, but not without, he thought. He said further, that if the conspiracy was traced to Philadelphia it might then be important. I have since mentioned the circumstance to others who all differ from Mr. Henry’s beliefs, as I do myself and have advised me to communicate the case to you which I now do, and if you think as they and I do, you will have him arrested and made to answer for what he said. There is no doubt of there being any. Philadelphia conspirators as well as elsewhere.

I am very Resp your obt. Servt.

Ch. Hamilton

No 236 North 12th St.

Phila.

Reference       D. W. C. Morris esq. Treasury Department, Washington

PS. I have just been told that Scheerer was caught somewhere downtown and severely beaten and should most likely have been killed had not the police rescued him.


	C. H. HAMILTON	(2:883–86)


Copper head, Sons of Liberty
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Hamilton, C. H.

Pro. Mar. Office H Dist near Fond du Lac, May 6th 1865

Colonel,

Lieut. O. R. Potter, late regimental QM 14th Wis. Vols., now a resident of Town of Chilton, Calumet Co., Wis., reports that on the morning of the day on which President Lincoln was assassinated, one Larche, Supervisor of Chilton, said to him (Potter) “Today Lincoln will be killed.”

Chilton is a copperhead stronghold. It is difficult to believe that any conspiracy for the assassination of the President could have so extensive ramifications as to include an obscure town in the back woods of Wisconsin, but as the order of the “Sons of Liberty” is believed to extend over this state, I have thought proper to communicate the matter officially.

It is reported to me by entirely reliable citizen that C. A. Eldridge, Copperhead M. C. from this District said yesterday on the cars of the Northwestern RR that “Lincoln lived & died a tyrant, and was not assassinated as soon as he (Eldridge) had expected.”

Eldridge is the head and front of the Copperhead forces in this 21st District, and is believed to have been & to be an active member of the order of “Sons of Liberty”, though of this I have no positive information.

If it be the design of the government to trace out all disloyal organizations during the war, these things may serve as indications or threads for investigation, and as such, it has seemed proper that I should communicate them officially, for the action of the proper authorities.

Resp,

Your Obt. Svt.

C. H. Hamilton

Capt. Pro. Mar

21st Dist.

Col. C. J. Lovell, AA Pro Mar Gen.


	SUSAN HAMM	(3:159–60)
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Susannah Hamm, lives near colored hospital works with her father James Hamm in Mr. Kelley’s house, colored, lived in Richmond for three years with Mr. James L. Walker Murray, Cor. 3rd and Franklin Streets, also Chas. Murray and Mr. Chas. Magruder lived in same house; both Murray’s were bankers. Booth and Surratt were at Murray’s about 3 weeks before the fall of Richmond. Two or three weeks before this, witness heard James Murray tell his wife that they were fixing to kill Mr. Lincoln. On the day that Booth and Surratt called there Mr. Murray said to witness that if anybody called in a hurry for him, to come upstairs and tell him. Soon Booth & Surratt called and Murray at once went downstairs with a small bag full of money which he took from a drawer upstairs and gave it to Booth saying “it was all right” that he was “fixed now to do his business”. All the men contributed to this purse and the women said they’d give the last cent they had to have Mr. Lincoln killed. The women all said it wouldn’t be found out on them because the Yankees would never take Richmond. Booth, she says, wore full whiskers; that she had seen him several times before, playing in the theater at Richmond and on the streets; that he always wore full whiskers. Magruder was present when James Murray paid the money to Booth. Charles Murray told James to send Booth down to his house when he came. Robert Murray, another brother, would have nothing to do with the matter.

James Murray and wife, Magruder and wife and Chas. Murray rejoiced when hearing of the Presidents death. The plan of inviting Mr. Lincoln to the theater was fixed upon in Richmond. Mr. Jas. Murray said so in witness’s presence. John Tabb, who lives on Franklin Street opposite Robinson Apothecary also contributed money to Murray for Booth. Mrs. Tabb also gave money. The servants of Bowley Haxall who lived next door to Jas. Murray’s say that Booth was also there and got money from Haxall. Haxall has farm near Lynchburg. Dr. Haxall on Grace St. also gave money, so says the boy who let Booth in the house. Mrs. James Murray said Jeff Davis had given money to Booth to have him kill the President. John Tabb also said so. Little Tommy Tabb carried money from Mrs. Tabb to Jas. Murray. Mrs. Tabb asked her husband if Gen. Lee and his wife had given any money to have the President killed. He said yes. Mrs. Gen. Lee sent a note to Mrs. Taff saying that she, her son Fitzhugh, and Gen. Lee had all given money for Booth to kill the President. Mrs. Tabb read this to Mr. Tabb and then burnt it up. Witness was in next room and overheard it read.


	WILLIAM HAMPSHIRE	(2:988–89)
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Wm. Hampshire

Rcd 17 May

Hazleton Pa.

May 16th 1865

Hon W. H. Seward

Sec. of State

Sir, We recd intelligence of the capture of Jeff Davis yesterday.1 I am among the Northern families who have been drafted and have had to suffer from the infernal machinations of the southern chiefs. Will you give me the liberty of executing him if condemned? I will travel at my own cost to wherever it may be necessary for the purpose.

Resp.

Wm. Hampshire



1 Davis was captured on May 10, 1865, near Irwinville, Georgia. He was taken to Fort Monroe, Virginia, where he was imprisoned.


	MAJOR GENERAL WINFIELD SCOTT HANCOCK	(2:558–59)
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Memo: Hancock, W. S. Maj. General, April 28th 1865

Letterhead: Assistant Quartermasters Office, corner of G & 22nd Streets

Nicholas Schock says:

He heard Maddox 12th St. bet. E & F in charge of wardrobe at Fords Theater on evening 4th March said A. L. ought to be shot; denouncing him.

When this conversation occurred Spangler the Carpenter at Ford’s theater was present; This man Schock is also a witness that Spangler held Booth’s horse on the night of the assassination. He is now in employ of Captain Tompkins, ord. in the army who represents Schock to be good man.

W. S. Hancock

Maj. Gen.

(2:812–13)
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Hancock, Maj. Gen. U.S. Vols.

Letterhead: Headquarters Middle Military Division

Washington DC May 6 1865

General,

The gentleman bearing this, Dr. Mudd1 of Bryantown Md. is considered in that section of country as a very good Union man. I met him while there.

Very Resp

Yrs., etc.

Maj. Gen. Hancock

C. C. Auger

Maj. Gen. Comdg Dept. of Washington



1 Refers to Dr. George Mudd, Dr. Samuel Mudd’s cousin and sponsor to the University of Maryland Medical School in Baltimore. George Mudd lived in Bryantown, Maryland, five miles due south of Samuel Mudd’s farm. George Mudd was one of a few supporters of the Union in Charles County, Maryland.

(2:996–97)
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Maj. Gen. Hancock

Letterhead: Head Quarters Middle Military Division, Washington DC May 9, 1865

My Dear Colonel,

I enclose a check for one hundred dollars: Please sign the receipt on the order for the money and return the same.

I am very Resp.

Your Obt Svt.

Winfield S. Hancock

Maj. Gen.

To Col H. L. Burnett

Judge advocate Mil Comm.

(3:376–78)1
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Hancock, Maj. Gen. W. F.

Headquarters, Mid. Mil. Dist.

Washington DC May 10th 1865

Bvt. Maj. Gen.

G. Y. Hartranft, US Vols.,

General,

A company of Cavalry to consist of not less than 30 men has been ordered to report to you daily at 8 A.M. to remain on duty during the session of the Court for use in any emergency.2

You will also please station at each square from the Arsenal to the Avenue a detail of one noncommissioned officer and ten men during the session of the court for the purpose of preserving order. The detail can be made from the regiment laying outside of the Arsenal Yard. These details should be under the constant supervision of officers and are required to be at their posts while the members of the court are assembling and until they have dispersed.

The Cavalry can be used by you for escort duty, for intercepts or for any of the members of the court should their regular escort fail.

Very respectfully,

Yr. Obt. Servt

Wm. F. Hancock

Maj. Gen. Comdg



1 Hancock was in command of the Middle Military District encompassing Washington. As such, he was Hartranft’s immediate superior.

2 There were concerns in the opening days of the trial that civil or paramilitary disturbances would occur around the Arsenal where the trial was being held. Things remained peaceful throughout the two months of the trial.


	HORACE HANER	(7:169–71)
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Letter to the President from Haner, April 21, 1865, and Newspaper clippings Endorsement: Brick Pomery I know (by reputation) of old. He is as worthless and influenceless as he is malignant. RDM

Mr. President

Skin your eye and don’t let the copperheads assassinate you. Enclosed is two pieces I cut from the Daily Wisconsin published at Milwaukee. Read both pieces and arrest Brick Pomeroy before he encourages someone to assassinate you.

Respectfully yours

Horace Haner

Of Cedar Creek

Washington Co.

Wisconsin

April 21st 1865

PS Keep a good guard of soldiers, all six footers with you. H. Haner

F-39

Newspaper Clipping

“Loyal Copperheads”

Geo. S. Hillard1 attempted to make a speech in Boston at the rejoicing over Lee’s surrender on Monday. He was greeted says the transcript, with a shower of hisses, intermingled with cries of “We want nothing from the Boston Courier today”. So general and universal was the expression of disapproval at the appearance of Mr. Hillard as an orator at this time of National exultation, that he was compelled to withdraw from the stand.

The people of the little, but loyal city of LaCrosse would do well to follow the example of the Bostonians. How a crowd of citizens could have the leniency to listen to such a blatant traitor and cowardly turncoat as addressed them in the person of “Brick Pomroy”2 last Monday is a wonder and a shame. He should have been made to hunt his hole in Juneau block, and to pass the gala day in digesting the profane and traitorous libels against the government which have distinguished his editorial career for the last four years.

Last summer this same, Brick, in an atrocious assault upon the President said in the LaCrosse Democrat “Lincoln is a traitor and murderer and if he is elected to misgovern for another four years, we trust that some bold hand will pierce his heart with a dagger point, for the public good”. And the Beaver Dam Argus of September 14th, 1865, copies this diabolical wish of “Brick Pomeroy” and answers the question of the Dodge County Citizen, if it endorsed this advocacy of the President’s assassination as follows: “We reply that history shows several instances where the people have only been saved by the assassination of their leaders and history may repeat itself in this country. The time may come when it will be absolutely necessary that the people do away with such rulers the quickest way possible”. Can there be any doubt that such editors are accessories before the fact, of the murder of President Lincoln? And are such men to be the mouthpiece of loyal men in their rejoicings over our victories?



1 George S. Hillard, coeditor of the Boston Courier, an anti-Lincoln newspaper.

2 M. M. “Brick” Pomroy, editor of the Wisconsin LaCrosse Democrat, was bitterly opposed to Lincoln, referring to him as a traitor and welcoming his assassination.
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Newspaper Clipping

“Defending the Rebels”

The News, this morning comes to the rescue of the Southern rebels, and seeks to shield them from the imputation of being guilty of so heinous a crime as the murder of the President. That we may do it no injustice, we quote its remarks on the subject entire. It Says: There is one point, however, relating not to parties or to policies, but to our common humanity, to which it is not improper at this time to refer. We allude to a morbid and hasty inclination in the public mind to convert the brutal murder of the President into an apology for censuring those late acts of leniency toward a portion of the American people, suggested and approved by the President himself. Heaven know that the offences of treason and rebellion are weighty, but we have yet to learn the possibility that any large portion of the American people are so deeply degraded below the very savages in the scale of humanity as to become either the patrons or willing accomplices in the beastly business of murder and assassination.

The masses of the southern people are of our own blood. The women and the children, the men of war and the men of peace, have a human shape, human instincts, and a religious faith like our own. However criminally misguided by passion and prejudice in the taking up arms against our free government; we do not yet believe that they are ghouls and jackals. We believed that as a people they will scorn the murder of our President and his murderers and refuse either to harbor or fellowship with the outlaws whose hands are stained with the blood of this inhuman villainy. Without the most positive testimony to justify it, we would not give a character to the ruffians or add dignity to their filthy crimes by any such unnatural suspicion.

We answer the crime of rebellion against our Government, in which the entire aristocracy, the ruling class of the South, is engaged, was just such a crime, in character, and worse in degree, than the assassination of the President. For it was a murderous blow at the life of the whole nation, aimed not merely at its physical life, but at those great principles of civil and religious liberty which lies at the basis of all just government. The assassin’s blow was aimed at the sovereignty of the nation, through the person of its chosen representative, and the object of that blow was simply to carry out the diabolical purposes of the rebels. The South hated Lincoln only because he embodies the spirit and genius of our free institutions.

The rebel South not bad enough to murder the President? Did they not try it before he was first inaugurated?1 Have they not been guilty, from Jeff Davis down, Lee included, of deliberately murdering our soldiers by thousands and thousands, by premeditated starvation and exposure, shooting them as a pastime, and gloating over their sufferings, with a malicious diabolism which might shame fiends incarnate? The brutal attempt upon Sumner, gloried in by the whole south, is a fair specimen of the rebel slaveholding spirit.

“Not Ghouls and Jackals”? Not when they dug up the bodies of our dead soldiers to make rings and ornaments of their bones for their wives and sweethearts, who boasted of the possession of such trophies? Did not the rebel Government outlaw Gen. Butler by proclamation, and did not the rebels offer a reward for his head? Look at the blockade runner at Halifax, gaily ornamented with flags and streamers for joy at the news of Lincoln’s murder, till the provincial government ordered them taken down. The whole south has been imbruted by slavery, until the people there, even the wealthiest and the most refined class are in some respects, like savages. And this fiendish spirit has cropped out at the south in numberless instances during the war. And their allies, the bitterest copperheads of the North, partake more or less of their spirit. How many of them here at the north have openly rejoiced at Lincoln’s assassination, and how many more have secretly been glad, but for prudential reasons have refrained from expressing their joy, is known only to the searcher of hearts. Those great conspiracies exposed last fall at Indianapolis and Chicago are but part and parcel of this great national crime. The whole copperhead party, by the violent abuse of Mr. Lincoln, and its threats of revolution, has encouraged his assassins and murderers. The La Cross Democrat before his reelection, hoped he would be murdered if reelected, and the Beaver Dam Argus said it might be the duty of the people to assassinate him. The La Crosse Democrat of October 24th, 1864 said: “The crimes of the rebellion are fast being overshadowed by the greater crimes of the Lincoln dynasty. If a portion of the people, disposed peacefully and legally to change the administration of the Government through the ballot box, are disfranchised, and the strides of the Usurper continue to crush the rights of the American citizen, A SUCCEEDING REVOLUTION MAY DEVELOP THE INSTRUMENTALITY WHICH MAY RID THE COUNTRY OF ITS DESTROYER, EQUAL IN GUILT AND ATROCITY THOUGH SUDDEN AND UNEXPECTED, TO ANY ONE WHOSE DEATH EVER BECAME THE CAUSE OF PUBLIC REJOICING.”

What may not southern rebels do when their northern allies utter such atrocious sentiments? The very spirit of the Southern rebels who embodied in the assassination of President Lincoln and if they would carry out their wish they would serve the great mass of the loyal North in the same way. Murder is the essence of the rebellion, and the South has chosen fit agents to do its work. It required this one act to teach our people, and to symbolize to the whole world, the real character of the rebellion.



1 Anti-Lincoln forces in Baltimore planned to assassinate Lincoln during his stopover in that city at the time of his inaugural journey to Washington. The plot was thwarted when Lincoln changed his schedule and passed through Baltimore at 3:00 A.M., nine hours ahead of schedule.
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Jas. A. Hardie

Col. & Ins. Gen.

Letterhead: War Department, Washington City, DC

April 25th 1865

Major General C. C. Augur

Comdg Dept. of Washington

Sir; The Secretary of War directs that you take charge of Addison F. Brown and H. C. Harrover, who are prisoners at present in the hands of the Provost Marshal General and recently arrived from Ft. Delaware.

They are under sentence of General Court Martial at that Post.

You will hold the prisoners subject to the orders of Bvt. Col. Burnett, Judge Advocate.

Very respectfully,

Your Obedient Servant

Jas. A. Hardie

Ins. Gen.

(3:798–800)
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Hardie, [sic] Jas. A.

Letterhead: War Department, Washington City, April 18, 1865

Memorandum for the Provost Marshal

Robert S. Forde; formerly clerk in the 3rd ward’s office under Buchanan’s administration, is from Kentucky; went South at the commencement of the rebellion; became clerk of the Confederate Senate; dismissed from employment for drunkenness; killed the Secretary of that Senate; was tried for murder & sentenced to imprisonment for life; probably in the opening of the jails, upon the evacuation of Richmond, got in large and is now in Washington; was at Brown’s (the Metropolitan Hotel) at 6 o’clock PM today.

Is about five feet ten high; lightest hair; blue eyes; very light mustache; slight goatee; is dressed in black; vest buttons low; square gold Masonic emblem on shirt bosom; low hat (black).

“H” 610 (JAO) 1865

Letterhead: War Department, Washington City, April 18, 1865

Col. Ingraham

Provost Marshall

Colonel

I enclose you a memorandum regarding a person named Forde, an escaped rebel convict. Please have this man overhauled & see what his business here is; how he came here, etc. Such characters should not be at large in Washington at the present time. I think it better to arrest him for inquiry etc.

Very Respectfully

Jas. A. Hardie

B. Brig. Gen.

Memorandum delivered to Detective Merrill April 18th 1865


	JANE E. HAROLD. SEE JANE E. HEROLD	(4:402–10, DW, Poore II:513, III:469, Pitman 152, 213)
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Harrison, John May 18, 1865

John Harrison, arrested April 30th 1865 in Hartford Co. Md. committed to O. C. P. May 5th 1865 by order of Gen. Wallace; no charge stated.1

Says: I am 26 years of age, a farmer; a resident of Hartford Co. Md. near Fawn Grove, York Co. Pa. I was arrested at home by a squad of cavalry and taken to Bellair, Md. A Captain who appeared to be in command there paroled me to stay in the town until next day. He told me that I was charged by one John Mitchell (a neighbor of mine) with having wagered that “Abraham Lincoln would be assassinated before the 4th of March”. I stayed in the town two days and was then taken to Havre de Grace, Baltimore and finally to the Old Capitol Prison.

I deny having made such a wager and believe that the charge was made by Mitchell at the instigation of Amos Day (for whom he worked) and that Day was carrying out a threat against me “that he would have me arrested”, made at a time when I had a family quarrel with him in regard to my wife, and his sister.2 Last fall, about a month before the Presidential Election, I made a bet of a new hat with John Mitchell that “Lincoln would not fill the Presidential chair for the next four years”. This bet was made in the presence of Emanuel Bullett and wife and John Myers (all neighbors). I meant that Lincoln would not be elected, but I believe the expression has been perverted to suit the plan of my accuser. I did not pay the bet, as Mitchell never said anymore about it.

I was formerly a Whig in principle and although I was not a voter when Buchanan was a candidate for the Presidency, I opposed his election and voted for Bell and Everett in 1860 but on Lincoln issuing his Emancipation Proclamation I turned Democrat and voted for McClellan, not liking the abolition character of that act. I now believe that the issuing of that act was the best thing for the country and I shall uphold it while I live. The parties who witnessed the bet referred to are well acquainted with my principles and will vouch for my loyalty. I have no objection to taking the oath of Allegiance.



1 A case of mistaken identity. The arrest was made on the belief that the individual was John Harrison Surratt, who was still at large.

2 Using the circumstances of Lincoln’s assassination to level accusations against an individual as a result of personal animosity occurs throughout the evidentiary file.
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Carroll Prison, April 29, 1865

Henry Harrover (examined by Col. John A. Foster)

I think about the 1st of January 1864, I cannot be particular about dates, I heard a conversation in Richmond in relation to this man Surratt. I was at my boarding house at the time. It was mentioned in the conversation that there was a prospect of Surratt obtaining an appointment either in the Post Office or State Department, I am not sure which; that several influential men were making arrangements toward it; I think Reverdy Johnson’s name was mentioned.1

Question: Did you hear any other persons name mentioned?

Answer: No, sir & I would not have thought of it until I heard of this transaction.

Question: Did they say what Surratt?

Answer: No, sir. I do not know the old one or the young one.

Question: You knew they lived near Port Tobacco?

Answer: I knew of Surratt’s place toward Port Tobacco or Piscataway. I stated to General Schoepf that I was willing to give any information that I had which might lead to the arrest and punishment of any person connected with this or any other lawless transaction.

Question: Who were the parties who had the conversation?

Answer: One of the parties was a stranger to me, & passed by the name of Fisher. The other was a man who belonged to the signal corps. He was a transient visitor there.

Question: You don’t know Fisher’s name?

Answer: It could be easily ascertained.

Question: Can it be ascertained within a week?

Answer: I think it could. It was certainly known in Richmond that Surratt was trying to get a position under the government for I heard it spoken of. Reverdy Johnson’s name was mentioned, either his influence had been secured, or was necessary. As soon as I heard of the assassination I thought it might lead to something; reported the fact to General Schoepf.



1 John Surratt served as postmaster in Surrattsville for a brief period in 1862 at the same time he was working as a Confederate agent. His position was secured with the help of Maryland senator Reverdy Johnson.
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Hiram C. Harrover

War Department, Washington DC April 26,65

Statement of Hiram C. Harrover

Formerly of Prince Williams Co. Va.

I am at present under arrest. I was formerly in the Confederate service; was an enlisted soldier for 14 months and was discharged in 1863.

When I was in Richmond, Va., I overheard a conversation between a man that passed under the name of Fisher, and a man who belonged to the rebel Signal Corps. In this conversation they mentioned the name of Surratt. The conversation was to the effect that Surratt might obtain some appointment, as I understood at the time, in the State Department, or it might have been in the Post Office Department, and that they had secured, or that it was only necessary to secure the influence of Reverdy Johnson to obtain this appointment.

When I heard of the murder of the President this conversation was immediately recalled to my mind. It took place at the house I was boarding at in Richmond, occupied by Mrs. Alms, at the corner of Fifth and Canal Sts.

The two men also spoke of the importance of keeping quiet about the matter. Whether the conversation had reference to an appointment or to some more serious matter, I am unable to say.

I was at the time in the Ordnance Department at Richmond, where I remained till last July, when Gen. Grant having crossed the James River and opening up my neighborhood, I returned home.

Another thing was if they could have their wish they said “the whole thing would be straight”.
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26 April 1865

Harrover, H. C.

Prisoner Fort Delaware

H. C. Harrover, political prisoner from Fort Delaware states:

I came from Manassas Va.; have been sentenced to imprisonment during the war. I left Richmond in July last. Was discharged from Jackson’s Corps on or about the 22nd September, 62. Been in Richmond between those dates as watchman and timekeeper in the Ordnance Dept.

At my boarding house on or about the first of January 1861, heard a conversation between a person, name unknown, and one whom I took for a blockade runner in which the name of Surratt was mentioned in connection with an appointment in the US State Dept. (It might have been in the Post Office Dept.) from which great good was expected to result to the Confederacy. The difficulty in the way of the appointment being a lack of sufficient money, and the hoped for appointment was also expected to result from recommendation by Reverdy Johnson, either secured or about to be secured.

H. C. Harrover
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25th April 1865

Hart, May

May Hart, of Baltimore, whose address will be Richmond, Indiana. Was engaged at Ford’s Theater to play the rest of the season through. Played at the theater on the night of the murder, representing the character of “Georgiana”. Did not see Mr. Booth at the theater on that day. I saw him there on either Wednesday or Thursday morning during rehearsal. He was back on the stage. I got only a side view of him. Am not acquainted with him; never spoke to him in my life. On the afternoon of the murder I was talking to Mr. Emerson, a gentleman who played “Lord Dundreary”. He may resemble Mr. Booth somewhat; but I do not think so. We were talking at the stage door of the theater. He wore a black slouch hat, had a black mustache & had a cane in his hand. We were talking about the alleyway; and I wondered why they did not build the stage back from there; he said they could not because it belonged to the government; that they tried to purchase the land but could not. He was pointing in different directions, and I did the same. He stood in the doorway, and others of the company were standing in the doorway. I was talking to him about 10 minutes. I was not much acquainted with the company and did not know who they were. Some ballet girls were sitting down around the doorway. I did not notice any of them.

I saw Booth once about 3 years ago & never saw him save at that time and on the morning I saw him at rehearsal. Mr. Emerson has a dark mustache, dark hair; do not think he wears an imperial or sidewhiskers, only has a mustache. When I saw Mr. Booth at the theater he was coming up the side steps that go up into the green room, and I saw his side face, and asked Miss Scott if it was Booth, & she said “yes”. I asked her if she had any acquaintance with him & she said no.

The prompter generally stands at his desk. In every other but this the staff manager and prompter are two distinct personages, but here Mr. Wright, the stage manager, does the managing himself. I was at the prompting table, and had just stepped into the green room when the pistol was fired.



1 A member of Ford’s stock company of actors and actresses.
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Joseph Hooker, Major Gen.

Head Quarters Northern Department

Cincinnati O. April 25th 1865

Colonel H. L. Burnett

Judge Advocate, Dept. of Ohio and AD

Washington DC

Colonel

I have the honor to transmit herewith a true copy of an article from the Cincinnati Commercial dated February 26th 1861 and headed “The Danger of the Assassination of the President Elect.”

I am Colonel,

Very Respectfully

Your obt Servt

Joseph Hooker

Major Gen. Comdg

(2:495–501)
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Danger of the Assassination of the President Elect

It is almost impossible for the people of the North to bring themselves to believe that there is really great danger that the President elect will be assassinated. They are as incredulous on that subject as they were as to the existence of a conspiracy to destroy the Union.

They are probably convinced by this time of the existence of a disunion conspiracy. They may, before long, be convinced by proof as terrible, of a plot to assassinate the Constitutionally elected President. It is generally known that Mr. Lincoln received many letters when at Springfield; some warning that he would be assassinated, others threatening his life. Some of the warnings were doubtless intended to frighten him and some of the threats had no other object, but we have good reason to believe that both threats and warnings were given in good faith.

Since the agitation respecting the manner in which the President elect entered Washington City, we feel at liberty to publish the following reliable revelation of a conspiracy to take Mr. Lincoln’s life. The writer resides in one of the Gulf States. We know his Post Office address. He gives references to businessmen of this city. Our motive in withholding his name and residence cannot be mistaken.

Monday Dec. 17th 1860

Editors Commercial,

I enclose you a letter which I hope you will mail to the Honorable A. Lincoln. I do this because I know he would never get it if sent by the usual route. You know who I am by reference to XXXXX [sic] or by application to XXX [sic] (giving a reference in this City, Eds. Com). I am afraid to be more explicit for you have no idea of the state of alarm we are in. No one knows who is his friend or enemy. We are afraid of each other. The Negroes were all happy and quiet three weeks ago, but now they are not. We cannot sleep at nights. You have no idea of what it is to be perpetually in fear of something dreadful going to take place at the next tick of the clock. We sleep (go to bed, I should say) with pistols under our pillows and guns by our side. XXXXX [sic] let me know if you receive this unopened. (The letter enclosed to the Editors of the Commercial for Mr. Lincoln) December 17th 1860

Honorable A. Lincoln, Springfield, Ills.

Respected Sir, I send this undercover to the Editor of the Cincinnati Commercial with the request that he will forward it to you, not daring to risk it addressed to you through the Southern mail.

It is in all truthfulness that I submit the following facts to your notice.

Knowing that your life will be in danger at your inauguration, violent threats against your life are very common among street politicians and grocery rowdies, but these are beneath your notice. But it is far different with the person I have reference to. His threats are not openly made. He is a very courageous man, wealthy and influential.

He has a very good name for veracity among all his acquaintances and is considered a very upright man.

He is a man who will always do what he says he will. His name is XXXXX (the writer gives his name in full Eds., Com).

If it had been any other man I should have been silent, but I would have been guilty before my God and my conscience had I not informed you of the conspiracy against your life.

I accidentally XXXXX (here the writer tells how he became acquainted with the plot, giving the name of the town and the date of the discovery of the plot, which was Dec. 15th two days before he wrote to Lincoln-ed. Com). In answer to a question “if he really intended to kill Lincoln,” he said “Yes, so help me God, I will kill him if a thousand muskets were pointing toward my heart.” XXXXXX in order to escape detection, it was agreed for him to be in the center of three or four hundred friends. They to concentrate singly at one point and at such a distance that a “sight” (as they called it) could be brought to bear upon you while speaking. More conversation was had upon the probable result of your death, etc. etc.

The rifle to be used, which was exhibited, is made in such a manner that it can be bent back on a joint where the stock and barrel meet so that it can be doubled and carried in his inside coat pocket. It is a breech-loading rifle. They called it a Sharp’s rifle but I think it was not, (it was probably a Maynard rifle, a very light sort but powerful breech loaded gun, It is so light and short that it could very easily be carried under an overcoat. Ed. Com).

I could not rest until I had informed you of this conspiracy against your life, particularly as it is not merely bravado, for Mr. ____ is not that kind of a man.

My own life would be immediately taken if it were known that I had divulged their plans. Nothing but a desire to do good to my fellow man, to yourself and to Mr. ___ (giving the name of the proposed assassin—Ed. Com) prompts me to address you on this subject.

I have neither giving my name or place of residence, but the editor of the Cincinnati Commercial will do both upon application.

Yours in F. L & T.

Two weeks later, the same man writes to us:

The item I furnished you in my last is getting to be a formidable element of opposition; and the only chance I see for him is not to stand up above others, but, if anything stand below the immediately surrounding people when he makes a speech; for, of a certainty, a bead will be drawn upon him!

We are impressed that the writer of this correspondence is perfectly sincere, and is not mistaken. If we were at liberty to state all the circumstances within our knowledge that go to make up and confirm this impression the conscientiousness of our correspondent would hardly be questioned by the most skeptical.

The tone of the paragraph which we give from his last letter seems especially ominous.

I certify on honor that the above is a true copy of the article headed as above, Viz. “The Danger of the Assassination of the President Elect” transcribed from the Cincinnati Commercial of date February 26th 1861.

O. H. Hart

Late N. A. A. G.

Head Quarters Northern Department

Cincinnati Ohio April 25th 1865
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E. R. Hartman

Monocacy Junction

May 16th 1865

Sergt Z. W. Gammell,1 Co. D. 1st Del Cav. will proceed to Clarksburg Montgomery. Co. Md. and find James W. Purdem2 and a Mr. Metz Brown3 and with them proceed to Washington DC and report to Col. H. S. Burnett at the War Dept. without delay.

By Command of

E. R. Hartman

Major 213 Up C

Comdg Post



1 Gemmill was in command of a cavalry unit that arrested George Atzerodt at the home of Hartman Richter in Germantown, Maryland, on Thursday, April 20.

2 Purdom provided the information that led to Atzerodt’s arrest.

3 Refers to Hezikiah Metz. Atzerodt stopped at Metz’s house on Easter Sunday, April 16, for dinner. Atzerodt’s remarks about the assassination led to his eventual arrest on Thursday, April 20.
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Arthur W. Harvey

Washington DC

April 28th 1865

Hon. E. M. Stanton, Sec. of War

Sir,

I have the honor to request an interview with you at such time as you may see fit. In regard to some bitter secesh in this city whom I think knows of the plot to assassinate the late President. It is very difficult for to get out of camp. My object is to get authority to be absent long enough to watch the movements of two or three persons, which authority I cannot get out of my officers.

I am Very Respectfully,

Your Obt. Servt

Arthur W. Harvy

Pvt. Co. “B” 12th Regt. V. R. C.
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Harvey & Brown

Boston, May 15th

E. M. Stanton

There is one very important witness here for the government in the trials now going on in Washington.

He is an old acquaintance of Booth’s & was with him while he was in Boston & went to Washington with him. I do not like to speak to anyone here about it for I do not wish the person to know who gave the information, but it is very important he should be required to tell what he knows, which is of much importance. His name is Israel A. Smith & lives at No. 29 Castle St. Boston, Mass.

Harvey & Brown
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26th April 1865

Harvin, William

William Harvin, living in Prince Georges Co. near TB says he knows several men who have been in the habit of running the blockade.

He runs a sawmill. Three men sent out by the Govt. in search of the assassin & information, called at his sawmill and wanted to know where Dr. Mudd lived, and he piloted them to the house; and some men since that time have made covert threats against him. Christopher Wilkinson is one. He lives below Beantown. He said that no such man as Harvin ought to be allowed to stay in the country, but ought to be drummed out, or language to that effect. He told Hamilton. He said that Harvin ought to be strung.
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Gerhardt Hauptmann

Baltimore

May 7th 1865

I think it was on Friday the 14th, 1865, that Mike O’Laughlin and Edw. Murphy came in the afternoon to Mrs. Smithson’s Boarding House on B Street, where I was lying with the rheumatism, to see me. The following day Saturday Mr. Early and Mike O’Laughlin came to see me in the morning. O’Laughlin remained with me in my room about one hour, Early had gone out to see Henderson and Murphy, as he said he had promised to meet them. After they had gone, I made some remark to O’Laughlin about the murder of the President to the effect that it was an awful deed and knowing him O’Laughlin, to be an intimate of J. W. Booth’s, I asked him what he thought about the murder; whether Booth done it or not; He replied no. He had thrown himself on a bed in my room, and seemed very restless, which I thought was from drinking, and advised him to go out to get something to drink, which I thought would settle his nerves. He replied he did not care about drinking, as he had drank too much the night before. He asked me if I knew of any emetic that would settle his nerves. I told him to go to a drug store and state his case and there they would give him something. He shortly left the room with someone, either Early or Grillet,1 I think Early. He bid me goodbye and said he would try to get to Baltimore that day, as he thought his folks would be uneasy about him. I requested him when he arrived at Baltimore to go and see my wife, and state to her I was sick abed, and unable to write. I was getting better and would be home soon as I was able to get to the depot. I thought it was better to be at home, where I would have better attendance. The last I saw Murphy was on Friday the 14th April 65 and the last I saw of O’Laughlin and Early was Saturday afternoon the 15th April 65. I started I thought I would make an effort to get home in Baltimore in the seven o’clock train on Saturday evening ^the 21st of April 1865,^ when I got to the depot, I found that the train was an express through train for New York, and no passengers were allowed in it for Baltimore and could not get ticket for passage in it, and had to return to my boarding house, where I remained, with the exception of going Monday morning to see Marshal McPhail at the National Hotel, where I was informed by the clerk he was out on business.1 The clerk could not tell me when he would be back. I then went down the Avenue to Lichau’s Hotel or Ruhlman’s, at which place I went to see the barkeeper, with whom I am acquainted. His name is John Giles; He gave me an introduction to a Mr. Henderson who wore a Navy uniform; this introduction had been given me on Saturday afternoon the 21st April, 1865. I asked Henderson at the time of being introduced to him if it would not be best for me to go and make a statement to the Provost Marshal of what I knew about Mike O’Laughlin and Sam Arnold. Henderson replied it would be best for me to do so. I hired a hack and went to the Provost Marshals Office. I was there showed to a room occupied by I think Colonel Allcock,2 to whom I made a statement about O’Laughlin and Sam Arnold. He gave me his directions and told me if I found out anything to let him know it. From here I went to Lichau’s and from Lichau’s to my boarding house, Mrs. Smithson’s. This was between two and three o’clock the same afternoon. I remained indoors on Sunday; in the afternoon I was visited by Henderson and Giles. They came along with Grillet who boarded in the house. They remained with me for about an hour, and left. On Monday morning, as I stated, I went out to look for Marshal McPhail, who I could not find; on my way back to my boarding house, on not finding McPhail, I stopped at Lichau’s, where I remained about one hour; in the meantime Henderson came in. I told Henderson I could not find Mar. McPhail at the National Hotel and he informed me he had left Mar. McPhail about a quarter of an hour ago uptown and he had gone to General Augur’s Office and said I could see him if I would go there right away. I went to Gen. Auger’s office, inquired for McPhail. I was informed they did not know where he was. I left here and went to Colonel Olcutt’s office on 14th Street. I could get no information where to find Mar. McPhail. I went back to my boarding house and there remained until six o’clock in the afternoon. I then sent for a hack, went to the depot and left in cars for Baltimore, in 6.40 train. When I arrived home, my wife informed me that O’Laughlin and Early had delivered the message I sent her on the 15th of April 1865 on the night of the same day.

I have known Mike O’Laughlin about 3 years and have known him to be for the last 5 months a frequent visitor to Booth at Barnum’s when Booth would come to the city. I know this from O’Laughlin telling me it was Booth he was visiting. I asked O’Laughlin on one occasion what he was doing now, he replied he was in the coal oil business, (Mike O’Laughlin had given me an introduction to Sam Arnold some eight months back, as being a particular friend of his) and at the same time I asked O’Laughlin what he was doing, I also inquired what Arnold was doing; he replied he was engaged in the same business, and I was under the impression they were really so engaged, but when I saw the announcement of the President’s murder by Booth, and that he was said to be engaged in the business of coal oil, I came to the conclusion that they must know something of the murder, as they had been so intimate with Booth. Just previous to the occurrence, and as soon as I was able to go out, I made known my impressions relative to O’Laughlin and Arnold.

Gerhard Hauptmann



1 George Grillet. See George Grillet (3:499–506, DW, Poore II:209, Pitman 230) and George Grillet (6:426–27, DW, O’Laughlen, Poore II:209, Pitman 230).

1 James McPhail was provost marshal for Maryland and had his office in Baltimore. Detectives working from his office had arrested both Samuel Arnold and Michael O’Laughlen on Monday, April 17, 1865.

2 Colonel Henry L. Olcott.
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Gerhard Hauptmann

May 8, 1865

I reside in Baltimore. On the 14th day of last April I was in Washington sick with rheumatism at Mrs. Smithson’s boarding house. A party of three gentlemen, Mr. Murphy, Early and Mike O’Laughlin, came to see me that day. I had some conversation with them. They asked how I was getting along and if I expected to come up to Baltimore; did not talk anything about public affairs.

O’Laughlin came to see me on Saturday again and stayed there about an hour. That was in the forenoon before 12 o’clock. I knew that he was a friend of Booth’s and asked him if he thought it was Mr. Booth who committed the murder, and he said “No”; that was all the reply he made.

I have known him both at Richmond and in Baltimore; in Richmond in 1861. It was afterwards that I knew him in Baltimore. Never spoke to him about politics. I consider myself a loyal man. Have been a Union man ever since I came back from Virginia. I enlisted for a year in the 3rd Va. Regt.

I was in Washington about three weeks. Came down here to get work; am a tailor by trade. Made several applications.

I know a man by the name of Arnold. First got acquainted with him in Baltimore. They were down here in Washington and claimed to be in the oil business. They did not say that they were connected with Booth.

O’Laughlin, I believe, used to stop at the Lichau House.

I stop at Mrs. Smithson’s boarding house on D Street opposite Adams Express Delivery Office.
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Haurand, August

13 Johnson Street, Williamsburg, NY. June 7th 1865

Hon. Ed. M. Stanton

Secretary of the War

Washington

Sir,

Observing the proceedings of the assassination trial, I perceived that persons had to testify to the cruel treatment they had received while in rebel prisons.

As I was myself unfortunate to have spent about six months in several Rebel dungeons, it may be of some avail to state what I learned. Not many saw what I had opportunity to see at Salisbury, (having been on parole for about a fortnight with the privilege to go inside the stockade and the hospitals where I perceived the misery in all its degrees.) I was captured at Winchester 19th of September 1864, brought to Libby, from there to Salisbury and end of October from there to Danville.

Brig. General Jos. Hayes was my fellow prisoner at those three places and was paroled at the beginning of Feb. 1865 to receive provisions, clothing etc. from our government, he consequently started from Danville to Richmond.

The General had appointed me and two other officers as Asst. Agents for the distribution at Salisbury and we were sent from Danville to Salisbury.

Here I had chances to look at the records of deaths (one of our prisoners acted as clerk in the office of Major Gee, Rebel commander of Salisbury prison) and found that from 10,500 prisoners we had left there in October last, when we started for Danville, only 4600 had remained. About 1200 of them had taken the oath of allegiance in the rebel army, of course compelled by starvation, having been sixty hours without a morsel to eat.

The hospitals were in an incredible condition and the poor victims had to suffer above all description. I arrived at Richmond on the 24th day of Feb. and found the surplus of our goods there in the hands of Capt. West, rebel army.

Always ready to state to the court all I know and willing to appear there when necessary,1 I have the honor to sign With the highest respect

August Haurand

Late Major 4th NY. Cav.



1 Haurand was not called as a witness.


	WILLIAM HENRY HAWK	(7:485–86)
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Statement of Wm. Henry Hawk.

I was on the stage at the time of the firing and heard the report of the pistol. My back was towards the President’s box at the time. I heard something tear and somebody fell and as I looked towards him, he came in the direction in which I was standing, and I believe to the best of my knowledge, that it was John Wilkes Booth. Still I am not positive that it was him. I only had one glance at him as he was rushing towards me with a dagger and I turned and ran and after I ran up a flight of stairs, I turned and exclaimed “My God, that’s John Booth”. I am acquainted with Booth. I met him the first time a year ago. I saw him today about one o’clock. Said I, “How do you do, Mr. Booth” and he said “How are you, Hawk?” he was sitting on the steps of Ford’s Theater reading a letter. He had the appearance of being sober at the time. I was never intimate with him. He had no hat on when I saw him on the stage. In my own mind, I do not have any doubt but that it was Booth. He made some expression when he came on the stage, but I did not understand what.

End of Mr. Hawk’s testimony.


	[MRS.] L. H. HAYES	(2:83–89)
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Fort McHenry

April 23rd 1865

Hon. E. M. Stanton

Sir,

After one of Gen. Sheridan’s victories, I think in December last, E. Louis O’Donnell, then employed as receiving clerk on the Baltimore & Ohio R. R., came to our house. He seldom spoke of politics. When asked professed to be a “Union man as it was”. He was, however, at heart a rebel, & ever exhibited dislike to President Lincoln. The following conversation took place on this Dec. Evening. I asked him what he thought of Gen. Sheridan’s successes? He seemed very moody & dark; said something disparaging of our army, & of President Lincoln. I extolled the President as a second Washington. He replied, “There is one thing, he will never see Illinois again. He’ll never see Springfield again.” He continued with emphasis. Said I, “What do you talk in that way for? You must know no one can injure him surrounded by guards, hundreds & thousands of soldiers.” He replied, “You’ll see. He’ll never see Illinois again alive. And whether the South succeeds or does not succeed, the streets of Northern cities will run with blood.”

I had heard & seen so much violence among secessionists that I did not attach much importance to the threat, although I declined to receive his visits afterwards. My husband, Dr. Hayes, was in West Va. at the time. This man E. L. O’Donnell was the clerk on the Harriet De Ford at the time of her capture. He was also the railroad conductor who attacked John Brown at Harper’s Ferry. He was with the Winans when they were taking their steam gun. On the day the President died, I was confined to bed with rheumatism. Gen. Morris’ Daughter came in I told her much of what I told you, with the exception of the name & requested her to inform her father. Mentioned that the man boarded at Mrs. Boardley’s Cor. Charles & Pleasant Sts. That the house was filled with rebels (she takes no others) & that a detective disguised ought to be placed there. This was on Saturday the 15th. Gen. Morris was then in command of the Dept. No attention was paid to it. On Wednesday the 19th I again told Mrs. Morris the facts. The Chaplain, Dr. Reese, told Gen. Morris, urged it, & said he considered it important. On Thursday evening the 20th Gen. Morris told my husband, (who is Med. Director here) that he wished I would write out that statement. I told Dr. H. “I supposed the Gen. would send a proper officer for it, if it was of importance, & I would answer any questions, state the facts to him & he might write it out.” On Friday night the 21st, I called at Gen. M’s house, & saw him. He said nothing about it. Last evening Mrs. Morris returned from Baltimore, it was after seven o’clock. Her son came over, called my husband out & asked “for that paper”. Dr. H. mistook the paper. Mrs. Morris came rushing in. She had not laid off her bonnet. I said, “Mrs. H. the Dr. has made a mistake. I came for the paper containing your statement, etc.”. I replied, “If the statement was of importance, it ought to have been attended to before. The secessionists with the heavy rewards offered are now all on their guard.” I declined to write it out at that hour, because I had made up my mind, as it seemed to suddenly to have increased in importance, to send it to one whose power & ability would enable him to make the best use of it; viz. yourself.

This young man O’Donnell has powerful friends. He is a son of John O’Donnell living near Ellicott Mills. A nephew of Columbus O’Donnell the millionaire. The young man himself is rather poor. He lost a very valuable horse last summer, taken by the government, but would not take the oath of allegiance to recover its value. His room is over the hall, in the third or fourth story of Mrs. Boardley’s house, next the one occupied by Mrs. Marshal Kane. Gen. Morris sent for my husband last night, got some very meager statement from him, & sent an orderly with it at eleven o’clock to Col. Wooley. If it should prove of consequence I regret you did not have it sooner, but Gen. Morris is old & feeble & seems to be suffering with ill health. I do not know whether he can, at all times, carry a connection in his mind. I carried a letter to you from Gen. Cameron, in relation to removing Dr. H. from the Dept. of West Va., on the day the N. York delegation were there, in relation to fraudulent voting, & with my daughter spent the greater part of the day in Col. Hardee’s office. Unless necessary, may I ask if you will not reveal my name. A single line to inform me this letter had reached its destination would relieve my mind of much anxiety. With the earnest prayer that your valuable life may be spared to your country, I remain, With sentiments of esteem & respect,

Yours, etc. L. H. Hayes

If necessary to obtain further information, that I should go to Washington, as I am still not well, will you please send an order for my husband to accompany me.

L. H. H.


	MOLLI HAYES	(7:197–99)
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Letter to Smith from Hayes, Mar 2, 1865

Envelope: address Mr. Wm. Smith, Pittsburgh, Pa. Care McFarland, Collins & Co. Postmark Florence Pa. March 3

Florence, Washington Co.

March 2nd/65

Mr. Wm. Smith

Pittsburgh, Pa.

Mr. Smith

Sir,

The first thing you will do will be to look at the signature of this note to find the name of the writer of this note and who it is that is making herself so familiar with strangers, but I am requested to write to you to inform you of your Fathers health. He is quite sick, under the Doctor’s care, and seems to think he will not be well very soon.

I don’t know what to think as to the cause of his sickness only he has taken severe cold.

The rest of the family are well and get along nicely. The little girls are singing a very nice little sing for thee and they can sing for little girls.

Your mother has been quite uneasy about you since your Father came home a few minutes ago. A young man came from your city saying you were much better which they were very glad to hear. Your mother says if you can get home for a few days she would be glad to have you and the roads are very bad now but will be better in a few days.

I think I have written quite enough for the present. The family sends their love to you and wishes you to answer this as soon as you receive this. I hope this note will find you much better. Respectfully, Molli Hayes
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Joseph Heissler

US Detective

Minersville, Pa. Apr. 23 1865

Schuylkill Co.

To His Excellency Andrew Johnson

President of the United States

Sir:

As an officer of the Government, I beg leave to lay before you a newspaper called the Constitutional Advocate published at Ashland in this county, and to call your attention to the extraordinary editorial in it which I have marked in the first column of the second page. This number of the paper was issued on Friday morning the 14th inst. And I respectfully suggest whether it does not disclose a knowledge of the assassination of President Lincoln which took place afterward and whether the time has not come when such inflammatory articles should not be allowed to be circulated.

The loyal people here I assure you are anxious that the editor should be arrested and placed in some fort.

Very Respectfully yours,

Joseph Heissler

US Detective


	COLONEL WILLIAM HELLERYAN	(6:283–85)
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20th April 1865

Morgan Wm. H. Col.

Headquarters Dept Washington

Col. Wm. H. Morgan will please take the deposition of the within named witnesses & forward them to these Hdqrs.

John A. Foster

Col. & Judge Adv.

Major Mumminer will direct the within named men to report in person this day to Col. Foster. I have no time to take depositions.

Wm. H. Morgan, Col.

Headquarters Camp Stoneman

April 20th 1865

Colonel Ingraham

Pro Marshal Gen.

Colonel,

I have the honor to submit the names of the following enlisted men of this command who appear to have some knowledge of the doings of Pvt. Samuel. J.

Street, V. A. C.


	Sergt. Major Lytle	3rd Regiment
	Private Z. V. Purdy	“D” Co 6th Regt.
	"    Wm. H. Wells	“G”   "   "   "
	"    Randall	“G”   "   8th   "


I will be glad to order them before you at any time you may select as witnesses against said Street.

I am Colonel

Very Respectfully

William Helleryan

Col. Comd’g
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Statement of J. B. Henderson USN

On the afternoon of Thursday the 13th of April 1865, I left Baltimore, in company with Michael O’Laughlin, Edward Murphy and Mr. Early for the purpose of visiting Washington; When we arrived in Washington the first place O’Laughlin started for was the National Hotel, leaving me, saying he had a friend there, whom he wished to see, I saw no more of him, until in the evening, and then he called at the Hotel I was stopping at, and in company with the above named Murphy left next day (Friday). He was around to the National to see Booth, I called at the National and he was not in, Friday evening I saw him once and a while, but Murphy was absent, when the news came of the shooting of the President, O’Laughlin seemed quite excited, (which was also noticed by the barkeeper a Mr. Giles) and kept calling for drinks, I saw no more of him during the evening, the next day he called to see me and seemed very much excited worried. I asked him to go up to the National and see if we could learn anything concerning the murder, but he declined, and complained of being sick. I saw no more of him, and as I afterwards understood he left for Baltimore on Saturday afternoon. Murphy remained until Sunday morning, and went up in the same train I did. This Murphy and O’Laughlin I had seen about a week previous, they seemed to be very thick, and as I have been told, have been together in the rebel service.

J. B. Henderson

U.S.S. Nansemond,

Potomac Flotilla
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27th April 1865

Henry, Jos. Prof.

Smithsonian Institution

April 27th 1865

Sir,

Accompanying this letter I send you a report relative to the examination of the papers submitted to the Smithsonian Inst. by yourself.

The report is made by Dr. Wetherill, an accomplished chemist, who has charge of the Smithsonian laboratory, and may be fully relied on for truthfulness, accuracy and fidelity.

I have the honor to be very

truly your obt. Servant,

Joseph Henry

Sec. Sm. Inst.

Col. Foster

Provost Marshal

Washington



1 Director of the Smithsonian Institution.

(4:302–8)

Smithsonian Laboratory

Washington April 26th 1865

Prof. Joseph Henry

Sir,

The following is the result of the examinations of the papers, which were suspected of containing secret writing received from Captain William M. Wermerskirch2 of the Provost Marshall’s Office and given to me for a chemical examination. The envelopes and contents were marked with the initials of Captain Wermerskirch & designated No.1 and No. 2. No.1 Envelope addressed to Henry Howland (Hawland), Washington D. C. postmark Malone, N. Y. Apl. 8th 1865, contained 1/3 sheet of very inferior notepaper with the words “It is all right”. No.2 addressed to W. H. Boice Washington D. C. postmark Old Point Comfort Va. April 12th contained ½ a sheet of common notepaper. I have not been able to detect anything on either of these papers.

No2 contained a very suspicious trace on the center, where the glazing was slightly removed as if by water, with a camel hair pencil; to prevent the marks, which a pen would leave upon its paper when writing with any of the secret inks. I have examined this paper particularly, and especially in the above named here. I have examined it with polarized light, and the light reflected from it with a Nichol’s prism1 with the same negative results, which you obtained by a similar examination.

I have examined the papers with a powerful microscope to ascertain whether any minute fibers of the paper were displaced by the use of a pen. I have exposed them to heat, to direct sunlight, to Sulphurated Hydrogen gas, ammonia: vapors of Iodine (the papers being moistened) & dissolved per salts of iron protochloride of tin; decoction of gells; nitrate of silver and sun light, solution of carbonate of soda. All with negative results.

Before applying reagents, I had the papers photographed at the establishment of Messr. Phelp and Solomon to ascertain whether any writing could be developed by this means. The bill for this photography amounted to two dollars; it was made out by the photographers against the Provost Marshals office and I marked it correct.

Although I have failed to detect any secret writing (and the extensive experiments I made render the presence of such improbable) it may nevertheless exist. I examined carefully the literature of secret writing, such both in my own and in the Smithsonian library, and arranged my test so as to detect any known or published process besides such process as I would to likely myself to advise, there are of course, innumerable methods which would require the application of many reagents and a difficulty is encountered from the limited space on the paper, since every part to which one reagent is applied is destroyed for other reagents.

I enclose the papers submitted to me and also a few of the specimens of secret writing which I prepared for comparison in making the investigation.

I am respectfully

Your obt. Servt

Charles M Wetherill


	#1	It is all right. J
	#2	My dear Sir,


I write this to inform you that the well of the company has ceased flowing. I think you had better finalize as soon as possible before the public finds it out.

Yours respectfully

John Cheatem

Foreman

Written with chloride of gold—developed by chloride of tin. Was perfectly invisible.



2 Detective William M. Wermerskirch arrested Lewis Powell and Mary Surratt along with all of the members of her boardinghouse on Monday evening, April 17.

1 Nicol prism, named for Scottish physicist William Nicol. The Nicol prism splits a ray of light in two such that the ordinary ray is deflected and the polarized ray passes through the prism.


	MICHAEL HENRY	(3:890–92)
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Henry Michael

Depositions taken April 25th 1865

Michael Henry,1 barkeeper at the Kirkwood House states:

That Wm. Graham, a clerk at Gen. Hancock’s headquarters (or so representing himself) did on the evening of the 24th of April, in his, (Henry’s) presence inquire if the President of the United States was still stopping at the Kirkwood House.2 Witness said he did not know but supposed he was not for the guard had been withdrawn. Graham persisted in making particular inquiries upon this subject, and finally said he was certain he was there, and that he—Graham, would take a room. Graham took one drink at the bar, and then left. He did not appear drunk.



1 Henry tipped off Detective John Lee on Saturday, April 15, that a “suspicious character” checked into room 126 the morning of the assassination. The register listed George A. Atzerodt as the occupant, and a search of the room turned up Booth’s bankbook tying Atzerodt to Booth.

2 Andrew Johnson did not move into the White House until early June 1865. Mary Lincoln remained in the White House, as she was too grief-stricken to move. She finally vacated the house on May 22, more than a month after Lincoln’s death.


	J. L. HENSHAW	(4:1–4)


20th April 1865

Statement of J. L. Henshaw3

Joshua L. Henshaw residing at No 525 Virginia Avenue, corner of 4th Street East states.

The family of Mrs. Cook lives on the same side of the street that I do, with one intervening house between us. The family is notoriously Rebel.4 The most suspicious circumstance that I know of them occurred on the night of the murder of the President. Mr. James Owner, a brother of Mrs. Cook, and who lives in the house with her, came home about two o’clock in the morning; He was followed by two men at intervals of about ten minutes apart. I had heard of the President’s murder and could not sleep and was looking out of the window of my house. I immediately went down st to a window commanding a frontal view of Mrs. Cook’s house. I did not see them go in but I heard the door shut ^and believe that they entered the house.^ On Saturday morning about ten o’clock or sometime during the forenoon ^at 1:45 P.M.^ my wife and daughters saw two men come out of Mrs. Cook’s house. One was about fifty-five years of age, and appeared to have ^very^ gray hair, ^nearly white^. The other was youngish man ^about 30 years of age^, with a black mustache ^and heavy chin whiskers^. One ^The younger had^ on a slouch hat; the his hair fell nearly to his shoulders.

Mary Cook is, ^by common reports,^ a girl of violent temper, a notorious character; swears violently; she is thirty-seven years old. She has been accustomed to carry food and clothing to the Rebel prisoners.

At the time of the siege of Washington by Ewell and Breckenridge, Mary Cook said that she had a Rebel flag to throw to the breeze when Washington should be taken, and that she had an entertainment prepared for the Rebel officers.

The family are comparatively wealthy; probably they are worth thirty or forty thousand dollars, but for the last two or three years they have kept ^as I have been informed,^ no servants except an idiotic Negro boy—perhaps as a measure of precaution.

J. L. Henshaw

Memorandum

Andrew Hancock, neighbor to Mr. Henshaw, may have heard Miss Cook say something about the two strangers mentioned in Mr. H’s afft.

Geo. F. Collard, Cor. 4th St. East & M. St. south, may have heard Miss Cook say something and the men may have stopped at his house.



3 Henshaw’s statement is typical of many that came into Burnett’s office making claims of disloyal activity, which rarely had anything to do with Lincoln’s assassination.

4 To Judge Advocate Joseph Holt, support for the Confederacy was often synonymous with support for the assassination.
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Washington April 27, 1865

Voluntary statement of David E. Herold made before John A. Bingham Special Judge Advocate on the 27th day of April on board the monitor “Montauk” lying off the Navy Yard. Washington D. C.

Question: What is your age and where do you live?

Answer: I am twenty-two years of age. My mother lives on Eight Street east, between L and M, Washington. I have not lived there two or three years, having been in the drug business. I lived in Maryland at one time.

Question: Where were you living last year?

Answer: I lived with J. S. Ward, druggist, Washington City.

Question: How long did you live with him?

Answer: I lived with him eleven months exactly. I left him in the early part of the fall, and went to Maryland. I do not remember the exact time. I am passionately fond of partridge shooting, and nearly every fall take two or three months for that purpose. I came back home to my mother and have been endeavoring to obtain a situation. I did not wish to do anything until after January. I had a clerkship given me at Base Hospital, Army of the James, by Capt. Burrill, on the 21st of March. I then told him I would be down by the first. Previous to this time I went to the country, and was fox hunting. In jumping a fence I knocked my ankle out of place, and was in bed two weeks. This happened in Prince George County, Maryland.

Question: At whose house were you?

Answer: I was stopping with a gentleman named Walter Edelin. I stopped there once or twice. I have numerous acquaintances, indeed know nearly every one in Maryland, especially in Piscataway District. I sometimes would board in a hotel. I went to Maryland between the 21st and 1st of April, when the horse fell with me.

Question: Were you down to see Capt. Burrill before that?

Answer: No, sir, Capt. Burrill was in Washington.

Question: Had you been on the James River?

Answer: No, sir, I never was on the James.

Question: You were in Maryland last fall and this winter?

Answer: Off and on, I was down there the whole fall and winter.

Question[:] At what other houses did you stay beside those named?

Answer: I stopped with James B. Burch, who sold his place. I transacted all his business for him and acted as clerk on the day of the sale. He lived on Piscataway Branch. I also stopped with Mr. Walter Griffin, Mr. Wm. A. Jarboe, Mr. Phil Beale, Mr. John Steed, Mr. John Roberts. I went through the lower counties.

Question: What counties?

Answer: Charles, down to Port Tobacco. I stopped with Mr. Patrick and with Peregrine Davis. They were the only two places at which I stopped there. They are persons I have known five or six years, and whom I have been in the habit of visiting for a long time.

Question: When, if at all, did you first become acquainted with J. Wilkes Booth?

Answer: I do not remember the time exactly. I think I was a clerk with Wm. S. Thompson, druggist, corner of 15th St. and New York Avenue, two years ago this spring. It was the night Booth played the “Marble Heart” about two years ago,1 the time when Booth had a ball taken from his neck by some surgeon in Washington.1 I met Mr. Booth, off and on, sometimes once a week, or maybe two or three times. We would always stand and have a chat. He left the city, and I did not see him for seven or eight months.

Question: Did you have any written correspondence with him?

Answer: I wrote a note some time ago, and left it at the National Hotel, about three months ago, I think.

Question: Did you ever receive any letters from him?

Answer: No, sir; the only thing I ever received were complimentary invitations to the theater.

Question: When did you receive them?

Answer: I don’t know. It has been some five of six months ago, but I am not certain.

Question: How many of them did you receive?

Answer: Some five or six. He has invited me to go behind the scenes at different times.

Question: Did you go behind the scenes?

Answer: One night only. He was playing at the time & I went behind the scenes to see him.

Question: At what particular place have you met Booth? You say you have seen him two or three times a week.

Answer: At no particular place; I have been to his hotel to see him, I have been to his room.

Question: At what hotel and what room?

Answer: At the National Hotel. I don’t recollect the room. I have met him on the street.

Question: How often did you visit him at the National Hotel?

Answer: I don’t think I went to his room any more than five or six times.

Question: When was it?

Answer: I don’t know. It was in the wintertime & this spring.

Question: How long before this occurrence was it that you last visited him at his room?

Answer: I think I was there on Wednesday morning. I went there to see him about some coal oil. He said he was in the coal oil business.

Question: That was the Wednesday morning before this occurred?

Answer: Tuesday or Wednesday morning.

Question: The 11th or 12th day of April, 1865?

Answer: I don’t know about the particular date.

Question: Did you see him on the 14th, last Friday week?

Answer: No; I don’t remember whether I did or not.

Question: Whom did you meet at his room?

Answer: I once met at his room a gentleman name of John McCullough,1 who is also an actor.

Question: Whom else?

Answer: I also met a man named Atzerodt, of Port Tobacco, whom I have known for four years ever since I have been visiting the country, for five years.

Question: What is his name?

Answer: G. A. Atzerodt.

Question: Whom else did you meet there?

Answer: I went there one afternoon, and there was a lady there, and I didn’t go in. I don’t know who she was.

Question: How often did you meet Atzerodt at his rooms?

Answer: When Atzerodt was stopping at the Pennsylvania House, I was there nearly every day for about two weeks.

Question: When was that?

Answer: He left there, and said he was going to Montgomery,2 some four or five days before the president was killed. We went to the circus and to Canterbury together. He is a countryman, and as I lived at Patuxent City, at one time, we of course went about together in town.

Question: What sort of looking man is Atzerodt?

Answer: He is a man about half an inch taller than I am, about five feet seven inches, tolerably thickset, long dark brown hair, whiskers on his chin and a mustache.

Question: Did you ever meet any other person than Atzerodt along with Booth?

Answer: No, sir, he was the only person I ever met there.

Question: When did you meet Atzerodt in Booth’s room?

Answer: About a month ago.

Question: Who else was there besides you and Atzerodt?

Answer: No one else.

Question: What was said at that time, if anything, by Booth, to either of you, about the President?

Answer: Nothing at all, sir.

Question: What was said about anything?

Answer: We were talking about horse-trading, the coal oil business, & the theatrical performances.

Question: Did you see Booth on the day of this occurrence?

Answer: I don’t think I did.

Question: Did you see anybody else that spoke to you upon this subject that day?

Answer: No, sir; I never had any idea of it that day.

Question: Where did you see Booth after the occurrence?

Answer: I was in the country, & was coming home.

Question: Where were you?

Answer: I had been in the country, trying to sell a horse.

Question: When did you go to the country?

Answer: Friday afternoon.

Question: The 14th of April?

Answer: I don’t know.

Question: Was it the day of this occurrence?

Answer: Yes, sir.

Question: Whose horse were you trying to sell?

Answer: A horse belonging to Atzerodt.

Question: Where did you take the horse?

Answer: I started to go to a gentleman’s by the name of Judge Parker. I understood he wanted to buy a horse.

Question: Where does he live?

Answer: On the hill above Piscataway, about 17 miles from Washington; I did not, however, go that far.

Question: Where did you go?

Answer: I went to Lloyd’s country tavern,1 on the road going to TB, in Prince George County. It was late in the night when I arrived there. I believe I took one or two drinks.

Question: What time did you start from Washington on that journey?

Answer: I don’t know. I was tight. I had been tight nearly all day.

Question: Who asked you to go?

Answer: No one. I asked myself. Atzerodt wanted to sell a horse, and loaned him to me at Shreve’s Stable. I asked him to loan me the horse. I told him I could sell him. He had two horses he wanted to sell. Mr. Greenawalt, the proprietor of the Pennsylvania House, bought one of them for $140.00 on Saturday night. I don’t know whether it was two weeks ago or three weeks ago. It was when the circus was here.

Question: What I want to know is, who asked you on Friday evening to take that horse and sell him?

Answer: No one. I understood from a gentleman by the name of Gregory that Judge Parker wanted to buy a horse something similar to that horse.

Question: What Gregory?

Answer: Lewis Gregory, who used to live at Piscataway, but now lives at Marlboro; where, I believe, he keeps an oyster house.

Question: When did he tell you that?

Answer: About nine or ten days previous to that.

Question: How did you come to go that Friday afternoon?

Answer: I don’t know how, any more upon that afternoon than any other.

Question: Did nobody tell you anything about going that day?

Answer: No, sir, it is nothing unusual for me to leave home seven or eight o’clock at night to go to the country. As I have said, I took one, if not two drinks. I owed Mr. Lloyd two dollars. I gave him a bill. I think it was either one or two dollars and told him it was all the money I had in change. I said “Mr. Lloyd, here is a bill; you need not give me any change, let it stand.” On my way home, at the foot of Soper’s Hill, between seven & eight miles from Washington, I met Booth.1 He spoke to me.

Question: What time was that?

Answer: I think it must have been about half past eleven o’clock at night.

Question: The same Friday night you went down?

Answer: Yes, sir; the same Friday. Says Booth, “Come go back down the country; we will have a gay old time.” I told him I was obliged to go back home. He said it was impossible to cross the bridge, for the gates were shut, & he had had difficulty in getting over himself. I think Booth must have been drinking; I am quite confident that he had been. He insisted upon my going down to Bryantown with him.

Question: How was he traveling?

Answer: He was riding a bay mare, which I saw in the morning.

Question: Do you know whose it was?

Answer: He hired it in the city, but where I don’t know.

Question: Had he any weapons with him?

Answer: I saw a rifle. When I refused to go, he insisted upon it two or three times, saying that his horse had fallen or he was thrown off, and his ankle sprained. We went to Bryantown, and got there about day. I rode through the country, and he said he was going to see a friend of his. I asked him when he was going to Washington. He said maybe in two or three days, if his foot was well enough. On Saturday night, I heard that Lincoln was shot by a man named Booth. On that night I came to Bryantown, and was coming home. I met him at the crossroads, and said I “The President is killed, and either you or your brother did it.” Says he, “No, sir, I have not done it.” I then noticed that he had pistols and a knife on. I said “What are you armed so for?” That was on Saturday. His leg had been set, & was all tied up.

Question: Did you stay with Booth from the time you met him until you were taken?

Answer: No, sir, I was away from him maybe as much as four hours, and then met him again. He had then got his ankle set.

Question: Where was it done?

Answer: I asked him, & he told me the Doctor’s name. He said that he represented himself (Booth) as a Mr. Tyson, living somewhere near Bryantown.

Question: Had he crutches when you met him first?

Answer: No, sir. Saturday night he had, after we left one another.

Question: You say he had a rifle with him when you met him Friday night? Did you notice a pistol Saturday morning before you parted?

Answer: I didn’t notice it until Saturday afternoon.

Question: Where did you part from Booth?

Answer: Just at Bryantown.

Question: When?

Answer: On Saturday morning, a little after day.

Question: From the time you first met him until you parted with him was there anybody else with him?

Answer: No, sir; we two were alone. When I met him, he says, “Come, let us take a ride down the road”. I went to a free darkey’s and bought some bread and milk. I went to a man at Cracklintown, above Bryantown, and got a drink. I don’t know the darkey’s name from whom I got the bread & milk.1 He lives below Bryantown. I have stopped within a mile where he lives. It was about seven or eight o’clock. We went slowly; Booth would not ride fast. When I accused him a second time of the murder of the President, he said “I did it” and said also, “If you leave me, there are parties in Washington that will put you through.”

Question: When was it you accused him the first time?

Answer: At Bryantown, Saturday afternoon, when I left him you know I heard it.

Question: How did you come to hear that the President had been killed, & that a man named Booth had done it?

Answer: Who it was told me, I do not know. I do not know the gentleman’s name.

Question: Where was it?

Answer: It was below Bryantown.

Question: Whereabouts?

Answer: Between Bryantown and Charlotte Hall. If I am not mistaken the gentleman’s name is Canter.

Question: Where did you part with Booth?

Answer: At Bryantown, as I have told you. I then went up the hill.

Question: Where were you to meet him again?

Answer: I didn’t appoint any place to meet him.

Question: Which way did he go?

Answer: He turned into the left hand road at Bryantown.

Question: Where did you meet him after that?

Answer: At the crossroads above Bryantown about four hours after that.

Question: When you met him you charged him with the murder?

Answer: As soon as I met him, I said “Booth, the President is killed, and a man by the name of Booth did it, and I don’t know whether it was you or your brother” he denied it, & said “Come let us take a ride down the road.” We came to this free darkey’s where I got the bread and milk. I got a drink of whiskey there, too. The darkey said he got the whiskey from Padgett’s. After he had acknowledged that he had done this thing, Booth said, if I left him, he would put me through, and if he didn’t do it, there were parties in Washington that would implicate me. I told him no one could do anything like that. He said I had been with him, and that they were after me. I told him I didn’t believe him. We got lost. He gave a darkey $5 to show him across the country, to a gentleman’s, named Thomas.1 We went to Thomas’ at one or two o’clock on Saturday night, and asked him if we could get a boat to cross the Potomac. I said “John, I don’t intend to go with you.” Said he, “You have got to go with me. My leg is broken. If you run away I will shoot you, & parties in Washington will implicate you.”

This gentleman (Thomas) refused to give us anything to eat. He said he didn’t know who we were; we might be deserters. Booth said, “I demand some whiskey.” Thomas had some, and gave us about half a pint. I begged Booth to let me leave him. I told him I must go home, mother didn’t know where I was. He said that I must stay with him; that if I would go to Mexico with him we would make a fortune as soon as we became acquainted with the Spanish language. I told him it didn’t make any difference about making an independent fortune, I preferred to go home.

In the meantime this gentleman said that J. Wilkes Booth had killed the President and that there was a man named Herold with him; that they were seen at Bryantown. Then I was frightened nearly to death. I said to him “John, if that is the case, you write a letter to Washington, and let me go home.” He says, “I will not do it; my leg is broken; you must stay with me.” I said “then I will hide myself, and will not be caught if I can possibly help it.” We went to Zechia Swamp & staid there two nights. We came out and I tried again to get away, but could not. The next afternoon, about seven o’clock, we went to the Potomac, and saw an old bateau. (It was Saturday night and Sunday night that we were in the swamp) When we were about taking the boat, a boat was seen coming down shore. I got on my horse and rode off. Booth was afraid to halloo; he got on his horse, and came to where I was. He says, “You must cross the river tonight.” I said I would not do it. I said, “I will stop in the pines, and go over with you, if you will give me a letter and let me come back.” We then heard there was $10,000 reward offered for Booth, and that Secretary Seward was killed. That was on Monday and I was told so by a Negro, who said that Secretary Seward and two of his sons had been killed. Booth then made the remark that he was very sorry for the sons, but he only wished to God that Seward was killed; and that if a man he called Ed Henson, or Hanson, I believe, belonging to Mosby’s command, and a man with him had done their duty, they would have put Johnson through. I don’t know who the other man was. He said “there are 35 others in Washington, and four that ought to have joined me, and you could have gone to the devil.”

We staid in the pines, & when anything came along or passed us we would buy bread or meat. On Tuesday or Wednesday night, I forget which, we started to cross the Potomac. It was very foggy. We got along the Maryland shore to Nanjemoy Creek, & went to a man’s house and wanted to buy some bread. He said he hadn’t any baked, & would not bake any. He said he had nothing to drink either. I said we were wet and would like to have something to drink. I had a bottle, & asked if he would sell me some whiskey. He said he would not do it. Booth gave the man’s little boy a quarter of a dollar for filling the bottle with milk. That night, at sundown, we crossed the mouth of Nanjemoy Creek, passed within 300 yards of a gunboat, and landed at Mathias Point. The boat in which we crossed had one paddle and a broken oar in it.

Question: When you crossed, who met you on the other side?

Answer: No one met us. We went to a lady’s house,1 & asked for accommodations. She said she had no room, two or three of her daughters being sick. She asked me if I belonged to the Federal or Confederate Army. I told her I belonged in Maryland, either Booth or myself said so, I forget which. We then went in sight of the second house, and wanting something to eat, I gave a man a dollar for about 14 or 15 biscuits and three slices of bacon. They would not let us stay at the house all night, & said that the next nearest house was a mile & a half off. Booth complained of his arms being so sore that we stopped in the woods. Next day we saw a house through the pines. We went towards it, & he remained in a field nearby, while I went to the house. We paid a man $10.00 to carry us 15 or 16 miles. We wanted to go to Dr. Stewart’s.

Question: What Dr. Stewart’s?2

Answer: I don’t know. Met a confederate soldier, & asked him where Dr. Stewart lived. He told me. Booth represented himself as a Marylander; wounded in front of Petersburg. We went to Dr. Stewart’s & wanted to stop there all night. Dr. Stewart told Booth that his house was full, his married daughters having come home; their husbands being paroled from the army and that he could not entertain him. Booth complained of being hungry, although we had the biscuits, which we had got from the soldiers. We went in and got supper at Dr. Stewart’s. He told the Dr. his name was Boyd. He did the talking. I said nothing. The man who carried us to Dr. Stewart’s waited. He carried us to a free darkey’s where we staid all night.1 This darkey asked us where we belonged. Booth said at Danville, & that he wanted to get home, having made his escape from Washington. He said it was about 20 miles from there to Port Conway, on the Rappahannock River. Booth gave him $25, for staying there all night and to send us to Port Conway. We started Sunday, & got there the middle of the day.

While waiting for a ferryboat, three confederate soldiers came along.2 We asked whose command they belonged to. One said to the Ninth Va. the other two said they belonged to Mosby’s command. They stated they were going to Bowling Green. We wanted a man who lives at Port Conway to carry us to Milford. He said he could not start until sundown. We didn’t want to travel at night, having lost much rest. The three confederate soldiers, Booth & myself, five of us, crossed the ferry from Port Conway to Port Royal.

I asked the confederate Captain who was along his name. He said it was Jett. I told him I once met a gentleman in Baltimore by that name from Westmoreland & asked if he was any relation. He answered yes, he was a cousin. We tried to get a conveyance at Port Royal to take us to Milford. While I was trying to get a conveyance, Booth was talking to this man, (Captain Jett). When I came back he said to Booth, “As long as you are a Virginian and wounded, I will carry you up the country where you can stay.” He carried him to Garrett’s,3 and left him there. Whether the gentleman knew Booth’s correct name or not, I don’t know.

Question: Did you go to Garrett’s too?

Answer: I did not. I said I would go to Bowling Green. I wanted to get away. When we came on the road again, this Capt. Jett asked my name. I told him my correct name. He gave me a look and asked my signature. I took the pencil, & wrote my name in it, D. E. Herold. Says he, “What gentleman is that you have with you?” I says, “What name did he tell you?” He answered “Boyd”. I says, “If he told you his name was Boyd, he told you right.” That is the worst thing I have done. I was not at all thinking of the consequences.

One of the soldiers, named Bennington, was going to see a gentleman named Clark, whom I met some three or four years ago, & of whom I had heard people in Maryland speak. I do not know Clark’s Christian name. Both Bennington & Clark had belonged to Mosby’s command. We went there, & Bennington introduced me. This Jett had told the others that my name was not Boyd & I was introduced by that name. We staid there all night. In the morning we went to Bowling Green & there heard that there was some cavalry at Milford. I said to him, “I want to get into the country somewhere”. He offered to carry me behind his horse. I got up behind him, sitting on Bennington’s coat. Going down the road, he said, “Do you want to go where you came from?” I said “No, I am not at all anxious to do so. But the gentleman the Captain left there yesterday will be anxious for me to come back, and I am almost afraid to stay away from him.” I went back & got there about four o’clock in the afternoon. I mean at Garrett’s, where Booth was. I got there the day the cavalry came down, on Monday afternoon, at about three or four o’clock. In the meantime another one of Mosby’s men had come up, & was in company with us. I got off from the horse at Garrett’s gate. When I got within 50 yards of the house, Booth came out to meet me, and carried me to the house. I said, “What do you intend to do?” He says, “Well, I intend to stay here all night.” I says, “I would like to go home. I am sick and tired of this way of living.” He went and introduced me as a friend. I said to Mr. Garrett, “Can I stay here all night?” He said, “I don’t know, when father comes I will give you a definite answer.” About that time some persons came riding up the road, and in came two of Mosby’s men, & said, “Marylanders you had better watch out. There are 40 Yankee cavalry coming up the hill.” At that Booth went upstairs for his pistol, and went into the woods. He begged me to come. I picked up the rifle and went with him. I left him with the rifle in the woods, and went up to Garrett’s house. I was willing that they should take me. The cavalry went past the house, and old Mr. Garrett says, “You had better go down and tell Mr. Boyd to come up & get his supper.” It was then a little after dark. I called him, he came out of the woods, and I brought the rifle. He said he was very anxious to get away, and asked Mr. Garrett which would be the nearest way to go to Orange Court House. Mr. Garrett described some place ten miles south of Fredericksburg and said, “If you will give me $6 I will carry you to the place.” I forget the name.

That night Garrett went across to a Negro’s, living about half a mile distant. He said, “I judge, from what I can hear, that these gentlemen are after you.” I said, “I don’t think they are.” Garrett says, “I would sooner that you would not stay here all night.” I said, “All right, we would sooner not stay here.” Booth had told them that he had shot one or two soldiers in Maryland and asked them to warn him if the Yankees should come, so that he could escape. It was then after dark. We didn’t know where to go. Garrett says, “I don’t want you to stay in the house.” Booth asked if he could stay in the barn. Garrett said “Yes.” We went down & were locked in the barn. Just before daylight, Booth waked me up, & said that the cavalry had surrounded the barn. I said, “You had better give up.” He said, “I will suffer death first.” Mr. Garrett then came, and said “Gentlemen, the cavalry are after you, you are the ones. You had better give yourselves up.” I am confident that he didn’t reply to Mr. Garrett, but laid still. I moved about in the straw. I didn’t try to conceal myself at all. Booth says, “Don’t make any noise. Maybe they will go off, thinking we are not here.” He had hardly got the words out of his mouth when the Captain of the party says, “I want you to surrender. If you don’t, I will burn the barn down in fifteen minutes.” Booth then asked who he was and what he was after. The Captain said he was after him, and wanted him. They passed several words, which I don’t remember exactly, but the amount of it was he wanted him to come out and give himself up, and before he came out Mr. Garrett was to come in and Booth was to give up his arms to him. I had no weapons at all, only a penknife. I had not even an overcoat. I was dressed as I am now, except this vest. I traded my vest, which I tore in getting over a fence, for this one. I traded it with a soldier, whose name I don’t know, on the road, in Virginia.

The Captain called upon Booth a second time to surrender, and told him there were only 10 minutes left. Booth got up, and wanted to know the officer’s authority. I told him, “You don’t choose to give yourself up, let me go out and give myself up.” He says, “No, you shall not do it.” He spoke low to me and I to him. I begged him to let me go out. The officers and the cavalryman will tell you the same thing. I started for the door once, when he threatened to shoot me and blow his own brains out. The Captain then said only five minutes more were left, and the barn would be burnt down. I said, “I am going; I don’t intend to be burnt alive.” I went to the door & knocked. Booth says “Let him out; that young man is innocent.” The captain then said to me, “Whoever you are, come out with your hands up.” I did so. He took my gloves and a piece of map; that was all I had. The officer says, “Come, stand up by the house.” He caught me by the collar, and as I turned round I heard a pistol shot, looked around, and saw one corner of the barn in a light blaze. They jerked the barn door open. Booth was lying there. He tried to say “Mother”, or something of that kind. He said to me, in a low whisper, “When you go out, don’t tell them the arms I have.” He had two revolvers, a bowie knife, and a Spencer rifle. The officer knew what he had. Mr. Garrett told them. There were also some cartridges. Booth told the officer that he would not surrender. He told him to open the door, and draw his men up at fifty yards distance, and he would fight them all, but would not come out.

A Spencer carbine, a bowie knife, two revolvers, belt and pouch, were here shown to Herold, and recognized by him as those carried by Booth. Herold said he did not know where Booth obtained the pistols & knife; that he did not notice them until Saturday evening; and that Booth told him that he had bought the rifle in New York.

Question: Did he tell you who these 35 men in Washington, or any of them, were?

Answer: He did but. He mentioned one or two names. I recollect the name of Ed Henson or Hanson. He said five men ought to have met him. He also mentioned the name of (pausing to think), I don’t know. He said that there was a letter he wrote, and they all signed their names to it, I mean the five, giving their reasons for doing such & such things. He told me this the day before we crossed into Virginia.

Question: What was the letter about?

Answer: I don’t know.

Question: What did he say he did with the letter?

Answer: He left it behind, I believe.

Question: Where?

Answer: I don’t know. He said it would be published. He must have sent it through the post office. I don’t know to whom it was sent. He said it would be in the “Intelligencer”.1

Question: Can you remember the names of any of the other parties?

Answer: No, sir.

Question: Did you know Surratt?

Answer: I have known him eight or nine years. I saw him about one month ago. I was in Kloman’s restaurant, with some four or five young men from the Navy Yard. We were all drinking ale. A friend of mine from the country, Walter Griffen, came in, & invited me & some of the party to drink. I think I introduced the whole party to him. Mr. Griffen & myself stood & talked & he invited the whole party of us to come to his fishing shore in Prince Georges. In a joking way he said, “Bring your own whiskey, we don’t have any there.” While we were standing talking, John H. Surratt came in, and took a glass of ale, and said he was going to Wilson’s, on the avenue. Griffin, John Surratt & myself went together to Wilson’s. I believed he ordered some groceries from Wilson. We left Griffen at the door. He was going to the circus, & wanted us to go too. I declined, & went to the barbershop with Surratt, who got shaved & had his hair dressed. When we came out of the barbershop, which is four or five doors above Kloman’s, we parted, & that was the last I saw of him.

Question: Who were these young men from the Navy Yard?

Answer: Forest Queen, a clerk with Mr. Stanton, Charles Carroll, Thom. Manning, & myself.

Question: Where did Surratt live?

Answer: With his mother, on H St. one door from sixth, Washington.

Question: Where does Walter Griffen live?

Answer: In Prince Georges. He is a Marylander, and is now fishing at Bryan’s Point.

Several photographs were then shown to Herold as follows:

Photograph marked 1.

Herold—That’s John H. Surratt, the gentleman I just spoke of.

Photograph marked 2.

Not recognized.

Photograph marked 3.

Herold, I have seen that man in Baltimore. His name is Locklin, Laughlin, or McLaughlin.1 I have seen him in Washington, but don’t remember how long since. I was introduced to him by Atzerodt. I think it was two or three months ago, at Ruhlman’s drinking shop, three or four doors west of Jackson Hall.

Question: Where did Atzerodt say this man came from?

Answer: Baltimore, I think.

Question: Did he say what he was doing here?

Answer: No, I don’t remember that he did. We were there only a few minutes.

Photograph marked 4.

Herold: I don’t know him. (After a pause). I have seen him, at Ford’s Theater. He is a stage carpenter there, I think. Mr. Booth had a horse up at the back of Ford’s Theater, and he loaned him to me. This carpenter & a boy up there attended to the horse.

Question: Was that the horse he rode through Maryland?

Answer: No, that horse was a big sorrel horse; don’t know where it is now. The one he rode down Maryland was a bay mare.

Question: When did Booth have this horse back of the Theater?

Answer: Two months ago.

Question: How lately did he have him there?

Answer: I don’t know.

Photograph marked 5

Question: Who is that?

Answer: Why, it’s old “Plug Tobacco”. G. A. Atzerodt from Port Tobacco. I rode his horse Friday night, the same night the President was murdered.

Question: When did he bring that horse to town?

Answer: That I don’t know.

Question: Did he tell you that evening to ride him?

Answer: I asked him to ride him. That evening he went to sell the horse to Shreve. Howard was going to buy him, but kind of doubted the horse.

Question: Whereabouts that evening did you meet Atzerodt when you asked him to let you ride that horse?

Answer: We both came up Seventh St. together. It was about four or five o’clock. Mr. Howard, Mr. Shreve, & a man that used to drive the Port Tobacco stage some two years ago, some four or five of us went into a tenpin alley above Shreve’s, and I treated. I asked Atzerodt to loan me his horse. I told him I would buy him.

Question: Did you see Atzerodt have any weapons that afternoon?

Answer: I did not.

Question: How long have you known Atzerodt?

Answer: A long time. We went together down the country. I hadn’t seen him until the night we went to the theater, one rainy night, about two months ago. I met him on the avenue, and staid with him all night at the Pennsylvania House. I staid there two or three times at night. The bookkeeper can tell you when, as he charged me and I took two or three meals with Atzerodt.

Question: Did Surratt tell you that he was going away?

Answer: I don’t know.

Question: Do you know whether he went away or not?

Answer: He did tell me he intended to go away next morning. He told me the Saturday night we were in Kloman’s. It was before the first of the month. I have not seen anything of him since. He didn’t say where he was going. He said he was going away next morning early, in the cars.

Photograph marked 6.

Herold: I don’t know him. I never saw him.

Photograph marked 7.

Herold: I am confident I never saw him.

Photograph marked 8.

Herold: I don’t know who that is.

Photograph marked 9.

Herold: I don’t know him.

Question: Did you see the carpenter the Friday before you left town?

Answer: I have not seen that carpenter for I believe six weeks. I will tell you what Booth did say. He said there was a man at the theater that held his horse that he was quite sorry for.

Question: Did he say what man it was?

Answer: He did say his name, and if I were to hear it, I would know it. Booth said it might get him into difficulty.

Question: What kind of clothes did Atzerodt have on when you saw him that Friday evening?

Answer: I don’t remember. As near as I can describe, he wore a black slouch hat, with a tolerably broad band upon it. The hat in picture 5 resembles the hat he had on that afternoon. I am confident, as to the black slouch hat. He used to wear a kind of black pantaloons, a kind of a zigzag white. I don’t know whether he had them on that Friday evening. I don’t believe he had but one pair of pants that evening when he came up from the country.

Question: What kind of coat did he wear?

Answer: The suit was all alike. It was a sack coat, I think. When I started from Shreve’s stable, I went directly down Seventh St. I took the horse from that stable about four o’clock. Shreve, Howard & those gentlemen can tell you. I rode one or two squares around the city, but where I don’t remember. I rode finally to my mother’s house. I was there at six o’clock, just as the bell rang. I gave my horse to a small boy to hold, for which I gave him a tencent note and a five-cent note.1 I don’t remember how long I staid at mother’s house, not more than ten minutes. My sister asked me where I was going? I said I was going on a bust, or some such foolish remark. I then went immediately out of town, & before sundown I was on Good Hope Hill.

Question: Did you not drink that evening in town with Booth?

Answer: I did not. I did not see Booth that evening.

Question: At what time did you get to Lloyds?

Answer: I don’t remember. I didn’t stay there but a few minutes, & then started back. I thought it was not worthwhile to go down there (to Judge Parker’s). Lloyd was about to go to bed when I got there. It is good ten miles. I went slowly.

Question: Is there any other statement in regard to your conduct or your connection with this matter, or in regard to the conduct or connection of anybody else with the murder of the President or the attempted murder of Mr. Seward; that you wish to make?

Answer: I do not know of any. I had no idea that there was any such thing in view, by any party at all. I knew nothing at all of it. I never knew any party in existence that had the slightest idea of injuring the President or any of the cabinet.

Question: At what place did you first meet Booth that night?

Answer: Right at the foot of Soper’s Hill, between 7 and 8 miles from Washington.

Question: At what time?

Answer: At half past eleven o’clock that night. I was on my return to Washington.

Question: What was said between you when you parted Saturday morning?

Answer: I asked him how long he intended to remain in the country? If I am not mistaken he said two or three days, when he was going back. He endeavored to prevail upon me to stop with him, and offered to defray expenses. I told him I could not, and then I parted from him. I said to him, “I will be through Bryantown again this afternoon.” He was on his horse, standing near a tree, a locust tree, I think, when I saw him in the afternoon at the forks of the road, just above Bryantown. When I threatened to leave him, he says, “No you don’t, you don’t go.” I says, “Why do you insist upon my stopping with you, there is something wrong.” He then told me he had murdered the President. He said he walked in the back part of the box, with a small Derringer pistol. There was a soldier or officer trying to prevent him from going into the box, & the thought struck him to draw a letter from his pocket & showed it to the man, which he did. The man let him pass. He was so agitated at the time, then he fastened the door, he thinks. He advanced toward the President, with the letter in one hand and the pistol in the other. He put the pistol to the back of the President’s head, shoved it, and hollered “Sic Semper Tyrannous.” He says it was the President’s secretary that caught him by the throat.

Question: What did he say he did then?

Answer: That he struck him in the stomach or belly with a knife. He said that was the knife (pointing to the one which had been shown to the prisoner). He said so three or four days ago. He didn’t say where he got the knife or pistols.

Question: How did he say he had the door secure behind him when he got into the President’s box?

Answer: He says he thinks he fastened the door of the box.

Question: Did he say he fastened it with a board or bar?

Answer: No, sir.

Question: Did he say how he fastened the door?

Answer: No, sir. He said he wished that Seward had been killed, but was sorry, from the bottom of his heart, about his sons.

Question: How much money did you take with you?

Answer: I don’t remember how much I had.

Question: About how much had you?

Answer: I don’t believe I had more that $10 or $12.

Question: Where did you get it?

Answer: I worked for it.

Question: Do you know what money, if any Booth had?

Answer: Yes, sir; I heard him say the night before he was taken that his money was getting short. He says, “I have a one hundred dollar note and sixty dollars in gold.” He says “I will divide this money with you in the morning.” I said “I don’t want any of your money.” He said he had a diamond pin,1 of which he said he would make me a present, and I told him I would take it. He never saw morning.

Question: Did he say anything about having drafts on banks or anything of that kind?

Answer: No, sir. In regard to the door of the President’s box, he told me he intended to fasten it but didn’t tell me how. Booth asked me four or five weeks ago if I would like to go into an enterprise to make money. I told him I had a clerkship, which I intended to accept. He was standing on the Metropolitan porch where we had been taking a glass of ale.



1 Herold, often mischaracterized as mentally slow, deftly answers Bingham’s questions, carefully mixing truth with lies. His account of events south of the Potomac River is essentially correct except for his claim that he was an innocent bystander coerced into accompanying Booth. His statement is proof that the man killed in the Garrett tobacco barn was John Wilkes Booth and not some substitute, as several conspiratorialists claim.

1 Booth starred in the Marble Heart at Ford’s Theatre on November 9, 1863.

1 Dr. John Frederick May removed a fibroid tumor from the back of Booth’s neck, leaving a unique scar that was later used to identify Booth’s body. Booth told people that a lead ball fired from a pistol following a heated argument caused the scar.

1 Booth’s last appearance as an actor was as Pescara in The Apostate in a benefit performance for John McCullough on March 18, 1865, at Ford’s Theatre.

2 Atzerodt frequently visited his cousin Hartman Richter, who lived near Germantown in Montgomery County, Maryland. Atzerodt was arrested there on April 20, 1865.

1 Lloyd leased the Surratt Tavern from Mary Surratt in 1864.

1 The conspirators were supposed to rendezvous at Soper’s Hill before continuing their escape.

1 Oswell Swann.

1 Booth and Herold stopped at Samuel Cox’s home, Rich Hill.

1 Elizabeth Quesenberry.

2 Dr. Richard Stuart. His summer home was called Cleydael.

1 William Lucas.

2 Lieutenant Mortimer B. Ruggles, Private Absalom R. Bainbridge, and Private William “Willie” Jett.

3 Richard Garrett. His house was located approximately three south of Port Royal, Virginia, on the road to Bowling Green.

1 Booth wrote a letter on the afternoon of April 14 justifying his actions. He left the letter with an actor friend, John Matthews, with instructions to deliver it to the National Intelligencer. Matthews, after hearing of Lincoln’s assassination, read the letter and, fearful that he would be charged as an accomplice, destroyed it.

1 Michael O’Laughlen, a fellow conspirator.

1 Due to metal shortages, coinage (or specie) was issued as paper notes, known as fractional currency.

1 This stickpin was engraved “Dan Bryant to J. W. Booth.” It was found on Booth’s body by Everton Conger and served as proof that the body was that of John Wilkes Booth.
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20th April 1865

Harold, Jane E. Miss

Miss Jane E. Harold, being duly sworn testifies that she lives at Washington Navy Yard, with her mother. Have a brother David. He has been in the habit of being at home during the present year. Sometimes he would be away over a week visiting in Maryland. During the month of March he has been away visiting quite often, nearly always at home as late as March. During March I don’t think he would be gone more than one day at a time.

I do not remember what time in March it was. Do not know what part of March it was. He was in the habit of visiting in Prince Georges County. I do not know who; he never mentioned anyone. We have had one acquaintance there, Mr. Birch, but he has moved away Christmas.

He was not away at all in the month of April; was home nearly every night; only some nights he would spend with his acquaintances in the city. We would see him every day. He was last at home on Friday at breakfast, but I did not see him. We take dinner at 5, and he told my oldest sister that he would be in at breakfast, and we have not seen him since. There was no one that I know of that he has been specially intimate that we know of.

Several gentlemen have called to see him, but we did not know their names. I never saw one of them; never heard my sister describe them; a little colored girl would ordinarily see them. Her name is Charlotte, between 10 and 11. I never remember of more than one calling at a time. He never left his name on any occasion. None of them left their names. Left no notes, messages or anything. They just called to see if he was at home and if he was not there they went away. When they would find him at home he would see them in the parlor. They would just stay a minute. He never went out with them that I know of. Have never heard him speak of the persons that he visited in Prince Georges County. I do not know what part of Washington he was most acquainted in, but I suppose near home. He has been employed in two drugstores, but that was some time ago. He has never been in any business but the drug business. My father died in September last year, and since then he has been in Dr. Walsh’s store.

I always ridiculed him as a horseback rider; did not think he was a good rider. Rather laughed at him. He is acquainted mostly in Prince George County. I never saw him ride further than from our door to the corner in my life, and would laugh at him because I did not think he made a very good rider. He sold his horse about six weeks ago. Had had it for nearly a year. It is, I should suppose, a light bay horse. Do not remember whether it had a long or short tail. It was a very small horse. I think not a fast horse. Never saw him ride after he sold the horse (recognizes her brother’s picture but does not think it looked much like him).

He has no whiskers now, but it is because he shaves, I think. He will be 23 the 16th of June. He is as tall as I am, but does not look to be. He is quite short. People say there is a strong family resemblance between us all. His complexion is dark. He has dark hair and dark eyes, not a very smooth skin. I do not think his hands are small. This likeness does not look natural. I think he was trying to straighten his face up. That has been taken four years. We have nothing more recent than that. Never heard him express himself either one way or the other in politics. Do not know what his sentiments are. He has been away from home a great deal. And I suppose always thought we were quizzing him, and he would never gratify any curiosity we had in politics, and mamma complained about it. He is the only boy we have, and one boy is apt to be spoiled. I never heard of his going to the theater only occasionally. I have never heard him talk of particular actors. I never heard him say that he knew Mr. Booth. I should think that he was not of a romantic turn of mind. He is plain, but as to common sense there are a great many opinions about that. I think he is easily led off, very yielding, credulous. You can impose upon him in any way at all. Think he might be very easily made a tool of by anybody. He had to get home at 10 o’clock. If not he would be locked out. Always when he came he had a night key, but momma took it away from him; we had no idea that he was engaged in anything of this sort until since the detectives came. He was not very saving and fond of money. Did not value money at all, and was very generous indeed. He would generally tell us when he stayed away that he would not be home. We would ask him where he was going, and he would say “with a friend you wouldn’t know”. He has been in the habit of saying so ever since his father died, and it was the same before his father’s death. He is rather an irritable boy. Would give way to his passions and scold the servants but not in a violent manner. He would get just a little blustering, and we would laugh at him and he would quiet down. Is not stubborn, is very yielding; but if he had any secrets he kept them from me. If he had any, we did not know it.

I knew of nobody to whom he was paying his attentions, either in our neighborhood or anywhere else. Was fond of ladies society generally.



2 Sister of David Herold.


	MARY ALICE HEROLD1	(4:430)


“H” R.B. (JAO) P36 1865

Washington April 24th 1865

M. Herold

The only places we know of where David visited were at Mr. Jas. Burche’s Prince George & at Dr. Robertson’s Charles Co. & to our knowledge it is about two years since he visited Dr. Robertson.

Respectfully,

M. Herold

April 24th

Washington D. C.



1 David Herold’s sister.
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H. G. Herrick, Captain and Provost Marshal, 6th District, Mass

Letterhead: Provost Marshal’s Office, 6th District, Mass. Lawrence June 9th 1865

Brig. Gen. James B. Fry

Pro. Mar. Gen. U.S.

Washington, DC

Sir

I have the honor to forward to you through the office of the AAPMG the enclosed statement of Levi P. Adams with reference to George N. Sanders, J.

Wilkes Booth & A. C. McIntire. The statement has not much of importance in it, yet I have thought best to forward it.

Very Respectfully

Your Obt. Servt.

H. G. Herrick

Capt. & Pro. Mar.

6th Dist. Mass.

Thru office of Bvt. Col. F. N. Clarke, AAPMG Boston Mass

(3:437–39)
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I, Levi P. Adams, of the City of Lawrence, County of Essex and Commonwealth of Massachusetts, upon oath depose and say that I am twenty four years of age; that I went to Montreal on the 28th day of November 1864, and worked there in a photograph saloon at 62 Great St. James Street for A. B. Tabor, who afterwards sold his interest in said saloon to AC McIntire, who came from Alabama. I frequently saw George N. Sanders there; Saw him first time in the month of December 1864. He was often in the saloon. He sometimes would call twice a day and then he be away for a fortnight. One day when he was in the saloon I asked him what he thought the result of the war would be, and he said the South never could be conquered; that they would fight until the north became bankrupt and the south a howling wilderness.

I also saw J. Wilkes Booth there, but he was under an assumed name, which name I do not now remember. It was some time in January 1865. Booth had his picture taken there twice or three times. I have a negative of him in Canada, which was taken at that time. Booth was about there a week or two at least. Sanders was there longer. All through the trial of the St. Albans Raiders and was a correspondent of the Evening Telegraph. Sanders sent food by a man by the name of Quinn to the Raiders while they were in jail. I saw Sanders and Booth at the same hotel, St. Lawrence Hall, but did not see them conversing together. I saw bills of cotton which McIntire had in Liverpool amounting to thirty thousand dollars ($30,000) in Confederate money. I think Sanders was interested in the saloon with McIntire and that the saloon was bought and kept for the purpose of having ostensible business. L. P. Adams Commonwealth of Massachusetts,

Essex Lawrence Police Court June 8, AD 1865, There appeared the above named Levi Adams and made oath to the truth of the foregoing statement by him subscribed. Before said Court, Henry L. Sherman, Clerk
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U. States vs. J. W. Booth & others

Examination C. D. Hess

April 16th 1865

Before Justice Olin

C. D. Hill being sworn says: I know John Wilkes Booth & have for five or six years. He is by profession an actor. I think he claimed Baltimore Md. as his place of residence. I last saw him in this city Thursday afternoon of the present week. I am at present & for some time past the manager of Grover’s Theater. Ford’s Theater is situated on 10th St. between E and F. I know that Booth has heretofore in his professional character performed at Ford’s Theater. Booth’s personal appearance would indicate that he is aged about twenty-eight years or thirty years. About three o’clock on Thursday afternoon I saw him & conversed with him. He came on that occasion into our office on E Street adjoining Grover’s Theater. I asked him as he came in as I had frequently done when I met him “Hello, John how is trade?” He said pretty fair & sat down [unintelligible two words]. He says “Are you going to illuminate tonight?” I replied I am going to illuminate some but tomorrow night is my grand night. My impression is that he then spoke & said “Ain’t you going to invite the President out?” I am positive he used the expression in substance, last quoted, but whether the name of the President was first mentioned by him or myself, I am not positive.

I have had frequent several conversations with Booth for the he at various times & heard him converse upon the subject of our national troubles. He has at such times spoken with great bitterness and asperity against the present administration & the union cause and defended and approved of the conduct and course of the seceding states. I will recollect one occasion when in company with Booth and Mr. Adams & M. W. Canning, in this city, his conversation was so denunciatory against the administration & the President was spoken of in so abrasive & bitter terms, that I was offended and disgusted. I recollect at the close of that interview his proposing & drinking a toast to the success of Jeff Davis & the Southern Confederacy. I do not give the language but the purpose. Booth while recently in this city has not been employed in his profession as an actor. He claimed to be in the oil business. Some three weeks ago, as near as I now remember, Booth came into my office and asked if I knew who had a fast horse? I inquired what kind of a horse he wanted—fast trotting horse? As I now recollect I said “what do you want, a trotter?” He said, “I don’t care what kind of horse he is, if he is a fast horse, I can make a good pile of money on him up in the oil region if he is a fast horse.” The hat now shown me is familiar to me, I have no doubt that the hat is one I have seen Booth wear.

Subscribed and sworn before me this 15th day of April

A. B. Olin

Justice Sup. CT.

D. C.
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C. D. Hess

Endorsements: June 12/65 Respectfully referred to Gen. Hardie, Ins. Gen. USA with request that if proper the pass be granted. T. Ingraham, Col. Pro. Mar. Dept. N. of Potomac; June 14/65 Respectfully returned. I sent an officer to obtain the articles named within and the officer in charge at Ford’s Theater informs me he has instructions not to admit any person nor deliver any articles without the personal signature of the Sec. of War to the order calling for the articles wanted. T. Ingraham; Respectfully returned to Col. H. L. Burnett, Judge Advocate, War Department. Attention is invited to report of Col Ingraham, Jno G. Parke, LGG Maj. Gen. Comdg.; June 14/65 Resp referred to Maj. Gen. Parke Comdg Dept. of Washington. The Sec of War direct that an officer be sent to Ford’s Theater to take from there the articles belonging to Mr. Hess and deliver to him. H. L. Burnett.

Stamp: Grover’s Theater, June 9, 1865

Col. Ingraham,

If you have sufficient influence with the War Department to obtain a pass for our comedian Mr. Hampton into Ford’s Theater, I would be obliged to you if you would do so. He desires to get some properties that belong to this theater (borrowed by Mr. Ford’s employees) which we require almost nightly.

Yours Truly,

C. D. Hess

Four wooden guns

Two pistols

Two banners

One act of Miss of Octoroon

The latter the property of Mr. Hampton
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Hickey, W.

War Office

June 20th 1865

Col. Burnett,

Judge Advocate

Dr. Sir,

Being introduced to you by my friend Gen. Hardie, some 5 or 6 weeks since, & having laid before you the case of Dr. Robert Neale, you advised to write a full statement of the case to the Secretary of War & send it to him with any papers I might have, which I did shortly after seeing you, but have nothing of the case since. Being prevented from calling to see you by sickness. As Dr. Neale is an innocent man advanced in years and has suffered severely by his confinement, I beg my Dr. sir that you do me the favor to ascertain what decision, if any, the Sec of War has made and cause me to be informed by a note. Much oblige.

Yours truly & respectfully

W. Hickey
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Henry C. Higginson

War Dept.

April 25, 1865

Henry C. Higginson, being duly sworn, says:

I live in Pekin, Tazell County, Illinois. I have served three years and eight months in the army as a private in the ranks, 60 “K” 19th Ill. Vols. I reenlisted and received a complementary commission from Gov. Yates of Illinois as Major of Ill. Volunteers. I started to join Gen. Sherman in January of this year. I reported at Savannah; but Gen. Sherman had already left there. I made an application at Gen. Howard’s Headquarters to pass through to Gen. Sherman. He told me he had no business to pass me, but would forward me to Gen. Foster, commanding the Department of the South. Gen. Foster had that day been relieved by Gen. Gilmore. I think this was somewhere about the 1st of Feb. last.

Question: State fully any facts that you know to have any connection with the late assassination of President Lincoln, or the attempted assassination of Mr. Seward.

Answer: I was taken prisoner at the battle of Chickamauga, Sept. 20th 1863. Thence I was taken to Richmond. Gen. Winder had charge of the prisoners.1 He had in his employ some eighteen or twenty men from Baltimore, Md., whose business it was to take care of the prisoners and thwart any plans of theirs to escape. The names of some of them, as well as I can recollect were Ritchie, Duncan, Humes, Riddick, Womack and a man named “Big Joe”. We were afterwards removed to Danville, Va. I had frequent conversations with Ritchie, and he often referred to the men North who were their friends and aiding them. One day in speaking of actors in general, he particularly mentioned the name of J. Wilkes Booth. This name was mentioned off and on every day for a week or so. He made this remark, “We find in him a firm friend.” Shortly after he came into the prison, and spoke of the benefits the South were daily receiving from the North, says he, “Here, Higginson, I have a letter in my pocket from as able a man as the North can produce.” He took it out and showed it to me. It was dated Louisville, December 1863. I think it was about the 12th of that month. The letter was headed “Dear Fellow,” and it went on to state that a man of the name of Perkins had started on the Kanawha Valley (he named two or three little towns he had passed through down there) with a wagon load of medicines, saying that they had better send a small cavalry guard to meet him. This letter was signed “J. Wilkes.” I asked him, “Is that ‘J. Wilkes’ the editor of the Spirit of the Times?” He answered “Yes, of course.” The subject dropped there.

Question: During this conversation, or at the time when you saw this letter, was there any person present of our prisoners who is now at the North?

Answer: I came through some four or five months ago as one of four Commissioners to wait on President Lincoln, and arrange points of exchange. I think there were some persons present.

Question: How did you come through as a Commissioner?

Answer: I had been removed to Andersonville, Ga. And while there, this same body of detectives were sent down to Andersonville. Ritchie came in very frequently, and conversed the same as before. One day a man by the name of Randolph and another by the name of Barnes had died. They had been discharged previous to the battle of Chickamauga, and had upon their persons their discharge papers. These papers fell into the hands of Ritchie who took them. I now distinctly remember that the discharge papers of Barnes would answer very well the description of John Riddick, who was a small man that with the exception of the color of the hair. The other description would answer for the man Ritchie. I heard of several other cases of soldiers who had died in camp.

Now Captain Davis, who was serving on Gen. Winder’s staff at this time, had charge of these detectives. He was caught in our lines near Cincinnati about the middle of February last. This man had charge of that posse of detectives on Gen. Winder’s staff. Davis was taken about the middle of February. I think about the 12th. I received an order from Major Gen. Gilmore to report off Cape Fear on duty of which I was already advised. I also had a private letter from Gen. Gilmore to Lieut. Cushing in regard to torpedoes. I saw by the newspapers that Lieut. Cushing was in Washington. I arrived in New York on the 16th day of February, and on the 22nd I had a telegraph to the effect that Charleston was captured; consequently my services were no longer needed in that branch. I discontinued my preparations but came to Washington for the purpose of seeing Lieut. Cushing. While I was in Washington I was talking with Jim Blaine (I believe a brother of the Senator from Illinois) at the Kirkwood House. (Note by the Reporter. There is no senator or member of the House of that name from Illinois). While in conversation, a man walked in, and I observed to Mr. Blaine, “There is a man that I know but I cannot place him at present.” I then thought he was a member of my old regiment, but I could not tell. He passed out, and about two hours afterwards he again walked in. He saw me and appeared to be surprised. I was about to speak to him, when he turned round and walked off. I went to New York to get my transportation to Hilton Head, and I returned to Hilton Head. While in New York, I met on the steps of the Astor House this man Womack about whom I have spoken, formerly of Andersonville. Says I “Womack, what are you doing here?” He appeared flustered and confused. I made the remark, “You certainly have not turned Yankee?” and says he, “The fact of it is, Romeo, (That was a nickname I went by in the camp) a man with a conscience cannot always be a rebel at heart” or words to that effect. He then put his hand in his pocket, and showed me an oath of allegiance signed by him. I merely glanced at it, considered him all right, and we went off and drank together. I went back to Hilton Head. I was in Wilmington on the 19th of this month where I heard for the first time of the President’s assassination. While at Wilmington, I met an Andersonville prisoner. I asked him if he had heard of Capt. Davis being in our lines? He said “No,” but told me he had left Andersonville some three months previous to that. Says he, “In fact all these men had left three months previous”. While at Morehead City, I saw in the New York Herald for the first time the particulars of the assassination. While conversing with an officer at the Macon House I remarked that I had never heard of J. Wilkes Booth being the culprit. The officer remarked, “Why it is a well known fact.” I then tried to think where it was I heard that “Wilkes” was a traitor, and of course fell back on Ritchie. In thinking over our conversation, I for the first time connected the name of J. Wilkes in connection with the letter spoken of before, that J. Wilkes Booth of whom he had spoken. I then thought of Davis; and I think it will be found by referring to the proceedings of the Court Martial in his case that he made a kind of half way confession; that is, that he was going to Canada on business. Before that he had denied being Davis. I then thought he had not made that confession without it was to cover some deeper design; and I then remembered distinctly that not a week after that time the man I had seen at the Kirkwood House was no other person than Ritchie before spoke of.

Recapitulation:

I am a prisoner; see Ritchie; talk of Booth; see a letter signed J. Wilkes, Louisville. Ritchie get discharge papers at Camp Sumter; Andersonville Georgia; Capt. Davis of Gen. Winder’s staff is caught in our lines; makes a part confession. About the same time I see a man at the Kirkwood House whom I now remember as being Ritchie, meet Womack in New York at the Astor House. He showed an oath of allegiance signed by him. I think nothing of it. Got to Wilmington and meet a man from Andersonville. He says that Davis and the aforesaid detectives left Andersonville three months ago; this was about the 18th of this month. My opinion is that Davis brought them with him, or that they came on before and after him; at least am very certain of the fact that each & every one of these detectives could have secured at Andersonville, Georgia, discharges which would answer their description and in that case could walk the streets of Washington with impunity and even present themselves to the Chief of the Secret Service, making an application to find the assassins of the President. Showing what they are and what they have been by their discharge papers, which will answer their exact descriptions.

I know each and every one of these men, can give an exact description of them. I do not know as it was the plan of these men to assassinate the President, but they came through here about that time; and the fact that Davis did not, as far as I understand, make a full confession of what he came into our lines for, I believe goes to show that he had some deeper design. Have seen rewards offered in the Southern papers for the assassination of President Lincoln as many as 4 or 5 times.



1 At the time of Higginson’s capture, Winder was in command of the military prisons in Richmond and was the provost marshal of Richmond. Both the North and the South criticized him for the bad conditions of the prisons under his command.
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Hileman, Sergt. M.

Camp Harker, May 27, 1865

Hon. E. M. Stanton, Sec of War

Dear sir,

By request I forward you some facts in regard to the treatment of our prisoners of war by the leaders of the Confederacy and those who had charge of the various prisons which was my lot to be sent to; In Richmond, Dansville, Andersonville, Charleston City, SC; Florence, South Carolina; the four first named persons were in the mob who were to take the life of our much loved and lamented President; as he passed through Baltimore on his first visit to the white house in 1861.1 Major Moffett, Charles Brady, Ned Criss, & Richey they were in charge of the Danville prison and I have heard them boast of this fact a number of times and will testify to the above fact and can identify the men and am known to all the cruelty which they inflicted upon our men there from the 12th of December, 63 to the 14th of April 64.

And Captain Wurtz and his tools under General Winder at Andersonville Georgia and Colonel Iverson at Charleston City and under the same was a Lieutenant James Barrett, Jas. Harp of the 6th Georgia Regt.; all the above named men I can identify and can testify to their cruelty to our men in the above named prisons and many of their foul and most cruel deeds I have on record in my diary which I kept for fifteen months in prison and the above named men are among those of the deepest dye of crime and cruelty to those who were unfortunate and fell into their hands. If any of the above named men have been arrested and you desire any evidence against them, perhaps I could inform you of some facts which would be of interest to the government and the authorities and laws of our country. For any further information please address Sergeant Hileman Co. H. 96th Regt. Illinois Vol. Infantry NB. As my time of service will soon expire my address when out of the service will be Warren J. Davies County, Illinois.



1 In what is known as the Baltimore Plot, members of the Knights of the Golden Circle planned on assassinating Lincoln as he made his way from the train station to a special luncheon held in his honor. He averted the plot by slipping through Baltimore nine hours ahead of schedule.
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Hill, B. H., Lieut. Col. 5th U. S. Arty, AAPM General

Detroit, Mich., April 16, 1865

Letterhead: Actg. Asst. Provost Marshal General’s Office, Detroit Mich.

General,

The bearer Charles Cowlam a native of this state, who was in Richmond at the beginning of the rebellion and was conscripted into the rebel army, thinks he has information bearing on the assassination of the President that will be of service to the Government. He has sources of access to the secret service bureau at Richmond and was acquainted with many of the secret service agents in the employ of the rebel government.

I send him to Washington to report to you. I have guaranteed the payment of his expenses to Washington and back and any further compensation will depend on the value of his services to the Government.

I am General, Very Respectfully

Your obedient Servant

B. H. Hill

Lt. Col 5th US Arty

Act. P. M. Genl.

Gen. Jas. B. Fry

Provost Marshal General

PS The sum of thirty dollars ($30) has been paid to Mr. Cowlam to pay his expenses to Washington and return.

Washington DC


	C. D. HILL. SEE C. D. HESS	(3:1213–16)
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Joseph Hill

Wednesday April 26th 1865

Joseph Hill, under oath, living between G & H streets, corner of on 23rd No. 202, states that he is a printer by trade. He says he is not personally acquainted with John Wilkes Booth more than in seeing him play on the stage. As he was going down the Avenue E Street, between 11th & 12th, he saw a woman person across the street in the garb of a woman ^and with a crutch under the right arm^, whom he took to be a female acquaintance of his named Kate Robinson and he went across the street and accosted the person thus: “Kate, when did you get lame?” The person turned her head and he recognized J. Wilkes Booth. He exclaimed, “Hullo, Wilkes Booth, that’s you, is it?” and the next minute the person addressed disappeared in an instant. The witness then went around to the Kirkwood House and reported the matter to a friend. The person had curls over his head and a black gauze veil over his face, and was dressed altogether in black; had a ladies cap.
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Hinks, E. W.

AA Pro Mar Gen. Office

Harrisburg, Pa. May 2nd 1865

Special Order No 10

Special Deputy Provost Marshal Samuel McAlery will proceed without delay to Washington DC in charge of J. H. Simonds,2 a prisoner, and deliver him to Provost Marshal General Fry.

The Quartermaster will furnish the necessary transportation for prisoner.

By order of

Brig. Gen. E. W. Hinks

AA Pro Mar Gen.

Jno. J. Sperry

Capt. V. R. C.



1 Commanded a black division of the 18th Army Corps.

2 Booth hired Joseph Simonds to manage his oil interests.
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J. C. Holland

Provost Marshals Office

5th District Maryland

Ellicott Mills May 18, 1865

Col. H. L. Burnett

War Department

In reply to a telegram received from J. L. McPhail, Pro. Mar. Gen. for Md. I would respectfully state that a letter was received at this office some time since from J. B. Thomas, of Charles Co. Md. The statements made in that letter were of such a character at that time as to claim no attention, in fact were considered wild and extravagant. The letter was handed to the several members of the board to read, and was mislaid as lost. It cannot be found on file in this office.

I remember the statements made in regard to a Doctor Mudd. I deemed them extravagant, because I knew a Doctor Mudd of that county as a loyal man. I think, however he is not the Doctor Mudd now under arrest.1 If necessary, I can appear, and give my recollections of the letters.

Respectfully,

J. C. Holland

Capt. & Pro. Mar. 5th Dist. Md.



1 The “loyal” Dr. Mudd Holland writes of was undoubtedly Dr. George D. Mudd, Samuel Mudd’s cousin, who was known throughout the area as loyal to the Union.

(3:5–6)
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J. C. Holland

Provost Marshal’s Office

Fifth District Md.

Ellicott’s Mills, May 25, 1865

Col. H. L. Burnett

War Dept.

Washington, DC

Sir,

Since writing you on the 19th inst., in relation to the letter of Mr. S. B. Thomas,2 of Charles County Md., I have found his letter, which was filed among the papers of the Commissioner of Enrollment.

It will be seen, however, that there is no reference whatever to the assassination of the President.

It will also, be observed that this letter is from “D. H. Thomas”. The telegram asking for the letter names “J. B. Thomas” I presume it is the same man.

I am, very respectfully,

Your obt. Servant

J. C. Holland

Capt. & Pro. Mar 5th Dist. Md.



2 Daniel J. Thomas testified as a prosecution witness against Samuel Mudd (PW, Poore I:435, III:306, Pitman 173, 174).

(3:7–8)
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Col. John C. Holland

Dear Sir,

I take up my pen to write you a few lines to let you hear from me. For myself, I am not well but I am in hope these few lines may find you in good health. Dear Sir, I will tell you what I have found ought since you left. Benedict Mr. Joseph Padgett, the one that keep the post office at Cracklintown you well remember him for is the one that was conversing with you stating that he was post master and did not like for to see anyone for to defraud the government. But I am very glad to think that I have proof enough on him to satisfy you that he, Padgett, concealed letters there for the Confederate mail carrier Thomas Harben.1 Dr. George Mudd, he is not union man, ask him the question whether or not he did not say Abraham Lincoln was a traitor to country and is God Damned Jeff Davis was the best union man of the two. Therefore I think it better for to have him arrested. I mean Padgett, the Post Master. The witness will be Lemuel Watson, William Goldsmith Dr. Joseph F. Thomas, Daniel Hawkins and John B. Watson. They will testify that there have been letters brought there and passed in the post office for Thomas Harben, the confederate mail carrier. If I had five men for to with me disguised, I would catch Thomas Harben and some more of the blockade-runners. I now bring my letter to a close. Give my respects to Doctors and see if the same from Cones to me. The end. D. J. Thomas. February 9th 1865

PS Dear Col., I wish you for send me a copy of all persons did not reported at Benedict. I want to hear whether all of the white persons that was drafted did report or not. You will send me a copy if they all have not reported as well. So as Black I want for catch every man. Please to direct you letter D. L. Thomas, Horsehead, P. G. County, Md. in care Captain Joshua Holland.

Your obt. Servant, D. J. Thomas



1 Thomas Harbin served as a Confederate agent working along the mail line that ran from Washington through southern Maryland and across the Potomac River to Richmond. Harbin aided Booth in his escape after Booth reached Virginia.


	THOMAS F. HOLLEY	(3:524–28)
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Holley, Thomas F.

April 19th 1865

Thomas F. Holley says he lives in Baltimore; is a wood merchant; knows George Andrew Atzerodt; last saw him about 3 or 4 weeks ago; saw him at Golding’s store on 11th Street near the wharf; a fellow by the name of Bailey was with him.

Atzerodt is a man of medium height; about 5 feet 10 inches high & rather broad, with a slight stoop to his shoulders. Only know the man when he sees him; by sight. Has never had any conversation with him in his life. Has a round face, rather broad, fat & bloated, as if he had been drunk; a reddish face. Thinks he wore a mustache when he last saw him; a lightish mustache; has medium brown hair; thinks he has whiskers of medium length; thinks he had a mustache & goatee; is not certain whether he had whiskers or goatee. Does not think he had any whiskers on the side of his face, though did not notice particularly.

Bailey’s business was clerk at Port Tobacco or barkeep.1 Bailey’s taller than Atzerodt about 2 or 3 inches higher. Is not quite as stout as Atzerodt; more slender, and ^I^ think his nose is a little crooked. I do not think Atzerodt has a Roman nose. I only know the man when I see him, and did not take particular notice. Bailey has a hooked nose. I think Bailey at that time had only whiskers on his chin. Should judge his hair to be brown from the appearance of his whiskers. I got acquainted with Bailey at Port Tobacco. I have known him a good while. Do not know what his sentiments are. Only saw him at Port Tobacco. I used to live at Charles County and used to stop at the house in Port Tobacco when I was there. Bailey’s eyes I think are rather large. I do not remember their color. Think they are rather full and sleepy eyes. He don’t look very sharp. Seems to have a kind of dull downcast look. His face is narrow and thin. I think the cheeks are rather sunken. He has not been much exposed, I should think. Do not know whether his hands are large or small. I only know either of these men by sight. They were standing near Golding’s store door when I saw them. I was passing up the street and they hailed me & I went back and talked with them a little while, and then left them there.

I don’t know where you could get a photograph of Atzerodt. Port Tobacco would be the most likely place. I understand that he has taken up with a woman there; not married to her. Could find out what her name is. Do not know of his having a woman here. I do not know that he has one in Baltimore. Should suppose Port Tobacco to be about 35 miles from here. I have not seen this woman that I know of. I do not know how she looks.

There is a reliable Union man there by the name of Hatcher, a shoemaker. He is the only Union man I could name there, I believe.



1 George and his older brother John were living in the village of Port Tobacco in southern Maryland and working as carriage painters when the war broke out.


	JOHN T. HOLOHAN	(3:379–80, PW, Poore III:362, Pitman 139)
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Holohan, J. T.

Letterhead: War Department, Washington City, May 29 1865

Received of Bvt Col H. L. Burnett the following articles:

One suit of clothes

One pair of boots

One photograph album

One lot of photographs One lot of ambrotypes

J. T. Holohan

(3:1016, PW, Poore III:362, Pitman 139)
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Holohan, T. John

Rockville, April 17th 1865

9 PM

Dear All,

Today I heard that John1 had been arrested as the assailer of Mr. Seward. I can assure you, I feel sorry, and trust it may only be a rumor. Please to drop me a few hasty lines and oblige.

Your sincere friend

T. John Holohan

Direct thus

T. John Holohan

Rockville

Montgomery Co. Md.

Md.



1 John Harrison Surratt Jr., who was in Elmira, New York, on a secret service mission for Confederate general Edwin Lee at the time of the attack on Secretary of State William Seward.

(3:1301)
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J. T. Holohan

Washington DC

August 18, 1865

Inventory of contents of trunk taken from the house of Mrs. Surratt, and delivered this date to John T. Holohan, agent of Miss Anna Surratt.


	1	paper box of family letters
	1	package bills and accounts
	1	note of hand, given by Wm. T. Allen and others in favor of Mrs. Surrat for 57.75
	2	note of hand, given by Henry Folsom and F. Folsom to Mrs. Surratt for $70.50.
	3	Pistol cases
	1	sword
	5	portraits
	1	box caps
	1	vest
	1	pair pants
	1	trunk


Received, from office of Judge Advocate General, the above-mentioned articles in trust for Miss Anna Surratt.

J. T. Holohan

(3:1302–4)
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J. T. Holohan

Col. Burnett

Will please deliver to Mr. John T. Holohan, all papers & letters taken from Mrs. Surratt’s house; his receipt for them will suffice.

Yours Respectfully

Anna Surratt

June 19th/65


	JOHN HOLROYD	(3:888–89)
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Holroyd, John

April 20, 1865

John Holroyd, living on the corner of I and 11th Streets, ^Navy Yard^, states that a man named Perry Ludwig, a man who at the breaking out of the rebellion was in the interest of the rebels, drilling a company of rebel soldiers down in Naylor’s stable at that time and since in all probability serving with them, was seen by George Smithson on the Island1 yesterday; that Ludwig inquired the way to Mrs. Joseph’s ^who lives on I. St. bet. 3rd & 4th, Navy Yard^, and that Smithson, who had formerly known him, recognized him now, and asked him where he had been; that Smithson Ludwig replied that he had been at Charlotte, making & mixing chemicals for dyeing. That Ludwig was formerly employed in the Ordnance Dept. and in making cartridges at the commencement of the war dipped a large quantity in water, thus destroying them.

John Holroyd



1 The Island was that part of the District of Columbia that was south of the canal and thereby separated from the rest of the city. There were numerous bridges that connected the city with the Island.


	GEORGE H. HOLT	(7:190–94)


F-44

Letter to Seward from Holt, US Consul, Jan 23, 1868

United States Consulate

Quebec, January 23rd, 1868

Hon. F. W. Seward

Asst Secretary of State

Washington

Sir,

Mr. Chauveau expressed himself more particularly pleased to receive this work, from the fact that as Minister of Public Instruction, St. Marie (the informer)1 was a subordinate and one whom he denounces as a very bad character. I understood him to say that he was a defaulter and absconded from Canada, and that he had written Mr. Chauveau threatening letters.

I mention this in case it should be deemed advisable to apportion St. Marie’s reward in the ratio of his worth.

I have the honor to be, sir,

Very respectfully

Your obedient servant,

Geo. H. Holt

US Vice Consul



1 Henri Beaumont de Sainte Marie and John H. Surratt Jr. served in the Papal Zouaves in the Vatican at the same time. Sainte Marie informed the American authorities of Surratt’s whereabouts, leading to Surratt’s eventual capture and return to the United States to stand trial for Lincoln’s assassination.


	JOSEPH HOLT	(2:782–83)
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Holt, J.

Letterhead: War Department, Bureau of Military Justice, Washington DC May 3rd 1865

Col. Burnett

Judge Advocate

Colonel Brig Gen. Schoepf in command at Fort Delaware knows that Jacob Thompson was a Colonel in the rebel service, having met him in that character under a flag of truce. It is deemed important that this fact should be established & Gen. Schoepf is the only witness to the point known to me as conveniently within the reach of the government. I therefore suggest that you have him summoned to appear on Saturday.

Very respectfully

Your Obt Servt.

J. Holt

Judge Adv. Gen.

(2:1140–41)
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Joseph Holt, Gen.

Memorandum

Conspiracy in Washington

Charles Chester2

J. Simonds (nothing made in oil business)

Lewis J. Wiechmann



2 This is most likely Samuel Knapp Chester, an actor friend of Booth.

(2:1142–43)
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Holt, Joseph

Newspaper article

WELLS vs. HALLER—A pamphlet, written by Lt. Com C. Wells, USN has recently issued from the press and has been laid upon our table. It is in reply to one published by Maj. Granville O. Haller; on the subject of his dismissal from the service of the government, and is, in our opinion, a complete vindication of the course pursued by Lieut. Wells. Every person acquainted with the two gentlemen, both at one time residing in this borough, should procure a copy of these pamphlets and compare them together, and as one of the incidents of this unfortunate rebellion, they will no doubt be read with much interest.

It will be remembered by our readers, that on the 25th of July, 1863, by special order from the War Department, Major G. O. Haller, formerly of this borough, was dismissed from the service of the United States, for disloyal conduct and the utterance of disloyal sentiments. The facts of the case, in brief, are that the Major, together with one Major Charles Whiting, was in his tent when our army lay opposite Fredericksburg, during the time that General Burnside had command of it. He had received, from a friend, a present of some Scotch whiskey, which, according to his own admission, was allowed to flow pretty freely. While thus engaged, Lieut. Commander C. N. Wells entered the tent, and was invited to participate. He consented, and while drinking Major Haller put the following disloyal toast. “Here’s to a Southern Confederacy and a Northern one, during the administration of Lincoln.” Lieut. Wells, who is a strictly loyal man, expressed himself greatly surprised and astonished that such a sentiment should come from an officer of the United States; a sharp conversation immediately ensued, during which Major Haller, denounce the removal of Gen. McClellan as disloyal; charged the disaster and loss of life in Fredericksburg upon President Lincoln, and stated to Lieutenant Wells, that he would retire from the tent and furnish him a black republican as a sleeping companion. The conversation, as held by Major Haller, was excited and tantalizing, his natural anti-administration proclivities being, doubtless, materially stimulated by an overdose of the famous Scotch whiskey which has been referred to.

As a loyal officer of the United States, in active service at the time, and feeling the weight of the responsibility which rested upon him at that terrible crises of our affairs, Lieut. Wells regarded it as his duty to acquaint the War Department of the facts, which he did in a letter to Secretary Stanton, bearing date March 3rd, 1863. The matter was referred to Judge Advocate Joseph Holt, who, after a careful investigation of the facts, recommended Haller’s dismissal, which was accordingly done. The Major received the information at York, and the same evening had doffed his military uniform and was seen walking the street in citizen’s clothing, cane in hand and evidently well pleased that he had escaped the hands of Uncle Sam and got rid of the blood and thunder of “this terrible abolition war.” The matter should have stopped there, and the Major might have reposed on the laurels he won in McClellan’s campaign, while acting on his staff, doing nothing, but the Presidential election was in view, and it became necessary to the well being of the Copperhead party, to which the Major belongs, that he should treat the public to a printed dose of martyrdom. He accordingly squares himself at his writing table, with inkhorn bountifully supplied and gold pen in hand, and after a long siege (the only one in which he ever was engaged) he produces an eighty-four-page pamphlet, in which he details his grievances for the special benefit of his party. Whether the Major ever got anything from August Belmont, the Chairman of their National Committee, for jumbling these words together, we are not informed, but his production fell stillborn from the press, was in the main gratuitously distributed, and certainly never added anything to his reputation either as a military man or an author.

We have read this pamphlet, somewhat carefully, and also the reply to it, written by Lieut. Wells, and we must say that, in our opinion, the Major makes a decidedly bad case for himself. He admits everything except the infamous toast he proposed in his tent, and probably would have admitted that too, had it not been so grossly disloyal that even the worst men of his party would have been loath to father it. He admits the fact that he denounced the administration for removing General McClellan; he admits that he said, substantially, that President Lincoln was responsible for our disaster in front of Fredericksburg; he admits that he tauntingly offered to vacate his tent and furnish Lieut. Wells with a black Republican as a sleeping companion; he admits everything except the toast, and that for prudential reasons, he sees proper to deny.

Lieut. Wells, positively asserts that the Major did propose the toast referred to, and that he drank it in the presence of himself and Major Whiting. This fact Major Haller denies. Now allowing both parties to be honest, which would the public be most likely to believe under the circumstances? When Lieut. Wells came into the tent, the two Majors had been there for some time, evidently drinking pretty freely of the Scotch whiskey. They had the whiskey there and all the other appliances for making punches and doubtless had been using it without reserve. The Major was in a decidedly animated condition, his patriotism oozing out of his finger ends, and his political courage wrought up to the highest pitch of excitement. Major Whiting, who had been his bottle companion, was undoubtedly very much in the same condition. Lieut. Wells was perfectly sober. No sooner does he enter the tent, however, until another round is proposed and then the exuberant Major Haller names the toast and drinks it; After the brief and exciting conversation which followed, the Lieut. retires from the tent and seeks quarters elsewhere. Now we have no doubt that Major Haller did drink that toast, and that he afterwards made it a part of his infamous allusions to the President, and his remarks in reference to the removal of McClellan. We have no more doubt of the former than we have of the latter, which he frankly admits in his published pamphlet.

There is no one in York, acquainted with Major Haller, who doubts for a moment, the propriety of his removal. We all remember his gallant conduct on the occasion of the invasion of the rebel Early; how he went to the hospital here and tendered his services to Surgeon Palmer, who had some two hundred and fifty convalescent patients under arms, how he marched the aforesaid convalescents to Pottstown, faced them about and put them on the double quick to the railroad cars, how he held them in the rifle pits at Wrightsville until the first rebel shell exploded over their heads; then ordered a retreat, himself and the renowned city troop being the first to cross the bridge, leaving the cripples to take care of themselves. These evidences of distinguished courage and patriotism on the part of the Major, together with his notorius sympathy for the rebels in arms, his hatred of the administration, his antipathy to the shedding of blood, and his expressed desire over a tumbler of Scotch whiskey, that there should be a Southern Conspiracy, at least while Lincoln was President, entitled him, in our judgement, to be relieved from any further duty, or drodgery during this, to use his own expression, “abolition war.”

We do not see why the Major should complain or why he should waste so much good ink and paper in bringing his grievances before the public. After the relief of Gen. McClellan and Fitz John Porter, surely Major Haller, their friend and bosom companion would not wish to remain longer in the service. If he did he would not be true to his fealty. No copperhead, according to his creed, could consistently fight in this Lincoln war. He could not allow himself to be a streling of the administration. He could not be responsible for the blood and the lives lost in this unjust crusade for universal freedom. Why then does the Major complain, or wish to be considered as a martyr to the Lincoln tyranny? Does he regret the absence of the greenbacks he used to draw from the treasury? That may be one reason. As long as he could live in a comfortable tent, with plenty of Scotch whiskey, with the privilege of drinking disloyal toasts, denouncing the administration, and had no fighting to do, it was all very well. We all know that there is no person relishes camp life better than the Major. He is a perfect prince under the canvass. Beyond that, deponent saith not. But perhaps we are wrong in writing this lengthy notice, and thus giving him a notoriety, which he does not deserve. He is militarily and politically dead, and his pamphlet will die with him, and whether it was written for party purposes or to represent a personal martyrdom, the result will be the same, his dismissal from the service will be adjudged righteous and proper, and his whining over it will not obtain for him even a modicum of public sympathy.

(2:1144)
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Endorsement: Papers relating to Bernard Koch and a man named O’Neil. No connection with the assassination of the President & Sec. Seward.

Gen. Holt directs that being of no importance now they be laid aside.

Pittsburgh Penna.

May 8th, 1865

William Fox residing in Leechburg, Armstrong County states that a man named O’Neil came to his town about ten days ago, describes him to be a middling tall man heavyset and red faced, darkish hair; says he is from Washington City and used to furnish wood for the government; his mother lives about two miles out from Washington City. He said he wished to buy and lease coal land. He boards at William Barr’s. He is a free talker, sets round and smokes good cigars, has been to Kittanning once and comes to Pittsburgh on Saturdays and remains till Monday. Says he was acquainted with Booth and knew Herold or one of the men who was taken with Booth. Frank Macklin (who lives in Leechburg) told Fox there was a house he had heard of fixed up padded etc. in which to put Abraham Lincoln, whom they intended to capture and afterwards take to the south; that this house belonged to a lady by the name of Neil; by the man’s actions and style, the people in Leechburg mostly suspicioned that this O’Neil may know something of the conspiracy in regard to the assassination of the late President, or else that he has defrauded the government and is trying to conceal his whereabouts. He receives letters from Baltimore and Washington City frequently.

This statement was made and sworn to this day in presence of me

M. G. Casling

1st Lt. R. A. A. A. G.

Monongahela District

(7:274–76)
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Letter to Stanton from Holt, May 13, 1865

Copy

Court Room Pent’y

Washington City

May 13th 1865

Hon E. M. Stanton

Secy of War

Washington D.C.

Sir,

Saml. K. Chester1 having been examined as a witness I recommend that he at once be released from custody.

Very Respy

Your obdt svt

(signed) J. Holt

Judge Adv. Gen.

Approved Discharge

Ordered

Signed E. M. Stanton

Official copy

H. H. Wells

Col & Pro. Marshal

Def. So. Of Potomac



1 Samuel Knapp Chester, an actor friend of Booth, was a witness for the prosecution. Chester testified on May 12, 1865, that Booth had tried to enlist him in his plot to capture Lincoln and take him to Richmond. Significantly, Chester’s testimony was the only testimony that spoke of the capture plot. The prosecution believed that Booth intended to kill Lincoln from the very beginning (PW, Poore I:43, Pitman 44).

(7:277–79)
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Letter to Stanton from Holt, May 14, 1865

Court Room Old Pent’y

Washington DC, May 14th

Hon E. M. Stanton

Secy of War

Washington DC

Sir

Lewis J. Wiechmann and J. M. Lloyd1 prisoners at the old Capitol having faithfully given their testimony in the cases now on trial before the court I recommend that they at once be released from custody.

Very Respy

Your obt Svt.

J. Holt

Judge Adv. Gen.



1 Wiechmann testified on behalf of the prosecution on May 12, 13, 18, and 20. Lloyd was called as a prosecution witness on May 13 and 15.


	WILLIAM O. HOLT	(4:491–93)
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Washington

April 25th 1865

William O. Holt.

Mr. William O. Holt, Undertaker residing at the Navy Yard on Levant Street between 9th and G streets states:

I know Herold; saw him last about two weeks ago, at Bollis restaurant. He there asked me to drink with Mr. Rawling and Ballis. We did not drink with him. I saw him pull out a large roll of bills. It might amount to two or three thousand dollars, don’t know the denominations. Herold, I believe to be poor, he had that reputation. His mother is poor, and he never was in any business, having simply been a clerk.

William O. Holt


	ABNER T. HOOD	(2:1111–13)
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Hood, Abner T.

Long Old Fields Md.

May 16th 1865

Major Gen. Augur Commanding

Military Dept. Washington

Dr. Sir,

On Monday last, Richard Williams, was arrested in this place by an officer of Fort Baker,1 on what charge, I do not know, but supposing it to be in connection with the recent assassination of President Lincoln. The following statement will not be amiss. He left Washington on the night of the murder, crossing the Eastern Branch in a fish boat. He arrived here late in the night. Having flanked the guards, and secreting himself in the woods, was there found by me; Since which time he has lived in the family of John Parker, whose daughter he told of his escape from Washington, and the manner of it.

He is probably the man who when coming down here in the night, was asked some colored persons who are well known here, to assist them. He saying that he had over-stayed his time already, and passing on.

He formerly lived near this place and is an acquaintance of mine. He is, I believe, a native of Virginia.

Respectfully yours,

Abner T. Hood

Of the force of Major O’Beirne

Provost Marshal Washington DC



1 Fort Baker, along with Fort Wagner, flanked Good Hope Road leading from the Anacostia or Uniontown area of the District of Columbia. Booth and Herold slipped between the two forts and made their way into southern Maryland before notification of Lincoln’s assassination reached the two forts.


	GEORGE H. HOOKER	(2:717–23)
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Wallace, Maj. Gen. L.

Endorsements: Respectfully forwarded to the Adjutant General U.S. Army whose attention is invited to the report in this case, by which it appears that this man is not in confinement in this Dept. Lew Wallace Major General Commanding. Other endorsements from Fort McHenry, army prison, city jail showing that they have no record of this person.

Headquarters Middle Department, 8th Army Cor

Baltimore April 22nd 1865

Lieut. Col. John Wooley

Chief of Staff & Pro Mar, 8th A. C.

Colonel

In obedience to instructions from Brig. Gen. J. A. Hardie, the Major General Commanding directs that E. Matthews, now confined in the city jail, be forwarded this day to Washington DC and reported to Col. H. L. Burnett, Judge Advocate, at the War Department.

Very Respectfully

Your Obt Servt

Geo. H. Hooker

AA Gen.


	JOSEPH HOOKER	(2:493–94)
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Joseph Hooker, Major Gen.

Head Quarters Northern Department

Cincinnati O. April 25th 1865

Colonel H. L. Burnett

Judge Advocate, Dept. of Ohio and AD

Washington DC

I have the honor to transmit herewith one copy of an article from the Cincinnati Commercial dated February 26th 1861 and headed “The Danger of the Assassination of the President Elect.”

I am Colonel,

Very Respectfully

Your obt Servt

Joseph Hooker

Major Gen. Comdg


	DR. L. C. HOOTEE	(3:402–4)
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Hootee, Dr. L. C.

Washington City, June 6, 1865

Judge Advocate Holt

Dear Sir,

Over a week ago I requested Dr. Boyd of the Island to address you a note calling your attention to evidence which could be given by one Morrissey from Richmond in regard to language used by Jeff Davis in 1862. As he informs me that he did not see you, but your assistant only, and you have not called for the witness, and he one to which it seems to me would be very important, I take this method of attempting again to call your notice to this evidence.

He reports that he heard Jeff Davis say in a public speech in Richmond from the steps of his own house in ’62, that if it were necessary or it became necessary, he or they could easily have Lincoln & his Cabinet destroyed by their friends in the North which course they would pursue rather than be ruled by this “abolition faction”. Thus showing that he in common with other rebels was then contemplating what has since occurred, and to know what he stated he must have been in communication with his “friends in the North” that he referred to on this subject. Morrissey says also that a man by the name of Holmes in Richmond, whose address he gives, states that he has heard him say the same thing often. As said before to my mind this is important and I could not rest until certain about your attention is fully called to it. By calling upon Dr. Boyd, on Virginia Ave. west of the bridge; if he has not given the whereabouts of Morrissey his address may be obtained. He is rather a blundering or hard man to get evidence out of, but an exceedingly honest and very loyal one, without doubt.

Very Respectfully,

L. C. Hootee, MD


	I. A. HOPKINS	(3:956–57)
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Hopkins, I. A.

A few more facts in connection with John Martin’s arrest:

Col. Ingraham

Sir,

No mourning badge was hung out at the Martin’s until Monday evening, 17th, when immediately after John Martin came up from downtown, a long piece of crepe was hastily jerked round the balustrade in front, by Julia. She has worn nothing but black for years, so that there was no excuse that she had none in the house. Soon after that, a fleshy old gentleman, who visited there often, and always comes in the same private carriage, with coachman and footman, and had always before, been expected, apparently, (as the door always was opened while he was ascending the steps) came, seemingly in great haste, and was obliged to wait some minutes, before the door was opened. He usually had stayed an hour or two; that night, not more than five minutes. The parlor curtains were down during the evening, but the shadow of someone was constantly passing the windows. A light was burning all night. Fresh wagon tracks were before the door in the morning. Julia was observed up at a very early hour, which is an unusual thing.

Thursday, the 20th, every hour, confirms me in the opinion that the Martin’s know something of this murder. About 2 O. C. today, Adams Express left another box there. It was about the size of a cracker box, and very heavy. The man had difficulty carrying it up the steps. About five minutes after the wagon had left, a man who has visited there most intimately, for years, (though I have missed him for about a year) and is known to be one of the rankest of rebels, went quietly up the steps. Julia opened the door for him before he knocked. He stayed perhaps 15 minutes, when he left. Soon after, Julia swept some straw out the door. She has been at an upper window all the morning, apparently watching for someone. The fat gentleman spoken of before, is ascertained to be from Virginia.

Friday 21st, three men, who seemed to be disguised, went there about noon today. One came on horseback; the other two on foot. They came from different directions, and met as if by accident, at the foot of the steps. I saw a signal pass between them, before they ascended the steps. A barrel soon came there, by Adams Express, and they all three went down the steps and took it up. They commenced opening it on the porch, but finally took it into the house. In about 15 minutes, they left. Two went first, the one who came on horseback, remained awhile on the porch and conversed with Julia. She seemed very angry about something, and was continually pointing at the different houses in the neighborhood, and shaking her head. When they parted, they shook hands in the most cordial manner. The one who came on horseback, had on Cavalry boots, which were covered with mud. When he went in and were clean when he came out. The man who came there yesterday, and who I have known to spend entire days there, in confidential conversation with John, either on the porch, at a chamber window, or in some secluded corner of the yard, two or three years ago, at the time Breckinridge used to be seen there, I find, called at a door in the back in the lower part of our house, facing that way, yesterday and inquired where John Martin lived!

I beseech of you, sir, have that house searched and don’t forget to look for subterranean passages

Mr. J. A. Hopkins

Cor. C and First St.

Mrs. J. A. Hopkins

General land office to give more information


	JAMES HOPKINS	(3:1019–22)


“H” 667 (JAO) 1865

Samuel Hopkins

Sandy Spring, April 19th 1865

General Augur

Sir,

I was requested to write to you by two men who professed to have been sent to my farm by you for purpose of getting information in regard to a horse, which was stolen from me on Sunday night the in Howard Co. They requested I should write on return of my brother. He has returned having tracked the horse as far about two miles above Unity, in Montgomery Co. on a road that leads to Mouth of Monocacy River. They went on to Barnesville, examining all the bye roads and could not find any track of the horse off the main road, which had been that day used very much, in consequence of a sale near and was much used.

This man who stole the horse I described to the man whom you sent to me. He was seen by a boy near my place the first time on Saturday morning, coming out of a woods and on the boys approach he remarked “Boy have you heard any news?” The boy answered in the negative and passed by, being frightened at his pistols, one of which he laid his hand on. The boy describes him as rather a tall person, large eyes, not sunburnt without beard (shaved) dressed rather handsomely in a gray suit & light colored hat and answering to the description given by the little girl who saw him in my barn, secreted.

My brother was arrested at Barnesville and taken together with his companion to Monocacy Junction where he prevailed upon the commanding officer to have pickets doubled and some road guarded, although they suspected him strongly of being the veritable Booth. The horse he stole from me was a dappled roan in fine condition; two shoes off behind and small with waving mane; mane & tail very light color; would go any gait, rack, pace or lope, but seldom pacing trotting. My brother could assist no further in detection of this person whoever he may have been, as he was not known there & could not gain confidence of the highest officer at the place, who was a lieutenant.

Hoping he may be caught ere you receive this, still I write as it may possibly give some clue if these parties were concerned in the assassination of our President. Everything corresponding time, etc. it may possibly have been persons concerned in it.

Yours truly

James Hopkins

Clarksville

Howard Co.

Maryland
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envelope addressed to

William C. Horn

Care Joseph Denney

Winchester Va.

Postmarked Baltimore May 26

(4:335–36)
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Baltimore May 25, 1865

Thursday afternoon,

My dear brother,

Your dear letter of the 19th reached me this morning, and I hasten to reply as I have something of importance to communicate. It is that you are to come home. I suppose you have received sister Mary’s letter in which she wrote you that sister Lusie had arrived here a week ago today. William Halting is with her. He has come here in hope of finding employment but as yet has not been successful and now speaks of going farther west on to New York. We expect Mr. E. N. here every day. He also intends to make New York a visit on business and on his return he will take Lusie & the children home again. Father desires me to say to you that you must not go to Richmond as it will he impossible for you to get a situation of any kind there. Mr. Wetherhead yesterday offered father a situation as traveling clerk. If you will come home father says you need not be afraid of coming as a law has been passed that all Marylanders can come home. Father called at Millers Hotel this morning and was told that Mr. Reid had already gone. He told me to tell you that. He will send you clothes when your friend calls for them. He also desires me to say that you must not mention what Mr. Perry said to anybody as it might bring him in trouble. I must now close with best love.

I remain your affectionate sister,

Annie
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Endorsement: Respectfully returned to Colonel Burnett, Judge Advocate. It is understood that the Secretary of War does not deem it expedient for the government to incur the trouble and expense of bringing to trial the parties whose offenses consist solely in the utterance of words expressing satisfaction at the assassination of the President, their language being unaccompanied by any acts of a treasonable character and no connection with the conspiracy being alleged.

A. A. Hosmer
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James L. Houston

April 22 1865

Endorsement: May 3rd Respectfully returned to Col. H. S. Olcott, SC War Dept. with information that the investigation of the matter reveals nothing beyond the fact that the four men were at the church and one of them was thought to resemble Booth.

John Wooley

Lieut. Col. And Prov. Marshal

Secretary Stanton,

I am Methodist minister at North East, and am concerned with you for the apprehension of President Lincoln’s murderer. You may know something of his whereabouts or the direction he has taken and whether this communication is worthy of any notice. Anything and everything that might possibly lead to his apprehension should be communicated. An intelligent lady has just come into my house from Elk Creek eight miles from here, she worshipped at their church yesterday. Four men came into that church yesterday just before the minister concluded sermon. This lady was struck with the appearance of one as Booth. She had seen the likeness of him in the Phil. Inquirer & Harper’s Weekly, and particularly the description of him; his hair was like ^dark & wavy his forehead high over^ dark eyes, complexion fair & exceedingly good looking, his hair parted on same side, she watched his countenance during the last prayer; his countenance was sad, she said the gentleman leaned his head forward while sitting as the paper describes & when praying he kneeled his arm on the seat & hand under the chin, & his eyes looking somewhat up & maintained that fixed posture through the prayers. There were few men out, it is a neighborhood of fishing most men on the shores. Those that were there set up above and these gentlemen behind & were not noticed & then after public service the members remained for class & consequently did not see them. It is an out of the way neck. None but fishermen or their own men are hardly ever there. Some deserters have passed there sometimes crossing the head of the bay from Harford and then crossing the Elk River to Bohemia Manor; thus the head of the Peninsula below Elkton, thus keeping along the water courses & to the right of the Baltimore & Phila. Railroad; thus avoiding the thoroughfares; but these men were so fair & fresh looking so soft that they looked like city gentlemen. After class on the way returning home the lady said to her husband who did not see him, “I do believe Mr. Lincoln’s murderer was at church today; he made light of it; on approaching home, her daughter, 16 years old, met them & said “Ma, Booth was here today” & the younger son 13 years old who had seen & read the papers joined in the opinion. The daughter went in the afternoon to a neighbors, Mrs. Wilson; She joined in the opinion it might. Then a Miss Gainer, who had seen the likeness of Booth in Harford was found to be impressed with the same opinion of likeness, and I think a schoolmistress also entertained the suspicion.

There seems to be a strange concurrence of opinions without interchange of views or one influencing another. She heard this morning that they all four had large sticks or clubs. That they went up the road continuous the same direction. ^They seemed to hesitate which way to go^. The Booth one, asked the daughter for a flower which she gave, & he had at church. They said it was more thickly settled than they thought. The daughter said she felt like going for Mr. Wilson and Hart to have him arrested. The lady regrets that there was no one to investigate them. They certainly were not ordinary men and such as they generally see there. She said the one like Booth was as fair as a lily. They asked what a clock it was & might have joined the close of the meeting to go away with the congregation. They said to the daughter it was more thickly settled than they thought. I have thought written you at large that in the absence of any other information it might be worthy of notice and furnish a theory that these men came by the water courses & thus elude public exposure. If my horse was at home or my character otherwise than a minister, I would have gone to the neck this afternoon and searched out the affair. The lady wished that he had been in at the first prayer when the minister prayed in the words “That the villain might be detected” that she might have watched his countenance. If this should possibly give any clue to the direction of Booth, I shall be glad, if it should not, I shall regret the taking of your time in reading this. Hoping that the sins of the assassins will find them out, I conclude & with wishes for your welfare & the welfare of the country.

Yrs. with much respect

James L. Houston

North East

Cecil Co. Md.

Monday April 22 I have read again your notice of Booth’s having flew to the counties named. St. Mary’s is a bay county & the others border on the water outlets. They might possibly have come by water. I have thought their best chances of escape was by the watercourses. Now I do not write attach any great confidence to this affair. I know how liable persons are to be carried away by their imaginations. I thought maybe this letter might suggest something.
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John Howard

May 5, 1865

Statement of John Howard (colored)

My name is John Howard; I am a waiter at Mr. Gautier’s saloon, No. 252 Pennsylvania Avenue. I recollect John Wilkes Booth once coming there with a party to have a supper;1 I did not see him come in; I saw him after they was in the room; I know him when I see him; I waited on him; there were six others with him; I did not know any of the others; I never saw them before; they came between 12 and 12 ½ o’clock, and we (the waiters) went away about one or half past one, and left them there then; while I was there they were eating oysters and drinking champagne; Booth did not say anything to me; I simply waited on the party; they were talking about the oil company pretty much; they were talking apparently so that I could hear; I do not know that they tried to make me understand that that was their business; they were simply talking the same as if I was not there, I suppose; I never saw Booth before; he was never at Gautier’s afterwards to my knowledge; I knew it was Booth because the headwaiter knew him and told me it was him; they did not get drinking while I was there; I was not there more than a quarter of an hour, I suppose.



1 On March 15, 1865, Booth rented a private room at Gautier’s restaurant at 252 Pennsylvania Avenue. Booth wanted a planning session. Present were Atzerodt, Arnold, O’Laughlen, Powell, Herold, and Surratt.
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Matthew Howard M. D.

Louisville Ky.

April 25th 1865

Col. Foster

Washington DC

Sir, You will recollect me as giving you a letter of introduction from Capt. Ed Timlin of Evansville last December. I applied for a permit to the Treasury Dept., which I didn’t get. My object in writing is to cause inquiries to be made in reference to the man Payne, under arrest for the attempted assassination of Sec. Seward. I met a Payne in N. York last December. He was stopping at the St. Nicholas Hotel under an assumed name. He had been expatriated by order of Gen. Sherman and had gone from Union Co. Ky., to Canada.

His father & brothers accompanied him as they also had been ordered to leave the limits of the States. Gen. Dix issued an order for the arrest of Payne, under the impression that he might have been concerned in incendiary attempts in NY I believe he did not succeed in getting him. Geo. Payne1 is a reckless daring man of powerful frame. Is it not just possible that this is the Payne under arrest in Washington?

Respectfully

Matthew Howard, MD

Address Louisville, Ky



1 A misidentification. George Payne was not part of the group that tried to burn New York City.

(2:589–91)
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Shawneetown, Ill. April 25th 1865

Maj. Gen. Dix

Commanding East Department

Sir, I have the honor of calling your attention to the fact that I was interrogated by you in reference to an expatriated citizen of Union Co. Ky. named Geo. Payne about the middle of last December. You had reason to suspect that he might be implicated in the incendiary attempts in N. York City. At that time Payne was stopping at the St. Nicholas Hotel under an assumed name. He had been expatriated by order of Gen. Sherman & had associated himself with malcontents in Canada.

It may be just possible that the man under arrest for the attempted assassination of Sec. Seward is the individual you were then seeking. His personal appearance corresponds with the description given in the papers. The Payne family have been conspicuous for reckless and daring villainy since the war commenced. Three of the brothers have been guilty of assassinating Union men in Ky. Would it not be proper to ascertain whether this individual hails from Ky.?

Ed Van Ness lawyer on Wall Street, N. York communicated the facts relative to Payne in December. My present place of residence & address is Louisville, Ky.

I have the honor to be

Very respectfully,

Your Obt Servt.

Matthew Howard M. D.
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William A. Howard, Postmaster

Endorsement: The writer is a gent of the highest character, and the thinking with him that no reliance can be placed upon such suggestion, yet with him I agree in asking that the search be made, J. M Edmonds Letterhead: State of Michigan, Detroit Post Office, Detroit, April 24th 1865

My Dear Sir,

A medium in Mecomb County says that Booth is secreted in a hogshead under Ford’s Theater. She says he rode away on horseback & then returned & is secreted in the cellar or under the floor in a hogshead amongst some old barrels. He is fed by the actors. If we believe the spirits. Now I do not believe much in mediums or ghosts but as he would perhaps be more apt to be concealed there than any other place in Washington, I wish the authorities would have that building searched thoroughly.

Respectfully

Wm. A. Howard

Post Master & late member of Congress

J. M. Edmonds Washington DC



1 Howard served as a Republican congressman from 1855 until March 3, 1861. He also served as postmaster of Detroit from 1861 through 1866.
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Endorsement: letter of transmittal with no enclosure

Howe, H. E.

Letterhead: Headquarters District of Illinois, Springfield, Ill. June 4, 1865

Col. H. L. Burnett,

Judge Advocate, D. C. and N. D.

Washington, DC

Colonel,

I have the honor to forward herewith a communication of Brig. Gen. Cook, Comdg District of Illinois, to Brig. Gen. Holt. As stated therein, I desire to remain in the military service, on duty in the Judge Advocate General’s Department, in whatever capacity my services may be thought of most valuable.

My company’s term of service expires next October. I was mustered into service for three years, as Captain on the ninth ultimo.

I am,

Very Respectfully

Your Obt. Servt.

H. E. Howe

Capt. and Actg. Judge Advocate

District of Illinois
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William T. Howell, resident at Whitney’s on Capitol Hill, states that on Wednesday night, the 12th of April about nine o’clock, I was at the Post Office in Washington; I left the Post Office and got into a street car, the conductors name of which is Jackson; and when near 7th street a man stepped upon the platform of the car and remained on the platform until we reached 8th Street. The stranger was a stout, rather coarse featured, short necked, of ruddy complexion, no whiskers, weighing between 160 and 170 pounds, and about five feet six or seven inches high. He was dressed in gray, had on a light-colored slouch hat, tolerably long coat. I should think an overcoat, gray in color and coarse in material. I think he had one leg of his pants rolled up. He had light hair, tolerably long, and the ends turned under. After this man had been sitting in the car a short time, J. Wilkes Booth, whom I know perfectly well, and who had got on the platform with him, came into the car and took a seat beside him. Booth was dressed in a black, slouch hat, black pants of coarse material, a regular business suit, a double-breasted vest of black material and a pair of green kid gloves, worn at the ends of the fingers considerably. After sitting in the car a few moments, Booth commenced biting the tips of his gloves, while looking at a dog, which I had in the car. Booth, when he came on the platform of the car, paid the fare for himself and the stranger, but after the latter took a seat, the conductor came along and again asked his fare, when Booth replied and said “I paid for that man myself”. This stranger remarked, looking at his boots, “This place is so infernally muddy”. I got out of the car at Fourteenth Street, leaving Booth and the stranger in the car, and it continued on up Fourteenth Street.

W. T. Howell
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(Note)

Send me a program also once in a while, it helps a man’s imagination, makes him believe he is still in a city of civilization.

Hoxie
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William C. Hughes

Scio, Michigan May 23rd 1865

Honorable Edwin M. Stanton

Secretary of War Washington DC

Sir,

My attention has been called to the efforts now making by the public authorities of the United States in obtaining all the evidence possible against the guilty parties, who have been concerned in the assassination of the late President of the United States.

The object of this communication is to communicate to your department certain statements made in my presence at the Exchange Hotel in the city of Richmond on or about the third day of April 1862, by one John Stewart by profession a lawyer and then rebel refugee from the city of Baltimore and also an old resident of the city of Alexandria, Va.

The statement made by this man was as follows:

“Ah”, he exclaimed, “it was an inauspicious day that my hand was prevented from striking my dagger to the tyrants heart, Abraham Lincoln”. He then gave a full account of the manner that Mr. Lincoln was to have been assassinated and the very place it was intended to accomplish it at, as the President was on his way to Washington in 1861. This conversation occurred at the said Exchange Hotel in the gentlemen’s parlor in the presence of myself and several other persons. This man had his family boarding at that hotel and he had the appearance of high social position and respectability. His recital made so deep an impression in my mind that I think I could identify him again easily. I made an inquiry as to who he was of the landlord in a short time afterwards. The next day after I was arrested by the order of John H. Winder, the acting Military Governor and kept in close confinement for many months, till finally released by an agent of your department Mr. W. P. Wood of Washington, and on my arrival in Washington I called at the Presidents mansion for the purpose of acquainting him personally with these facts, but his private secretary, Mr. Nicholai could not promise me an audience for some days and being anxious to see my family. I left for my home in this state, without seeing Mr. Lincoln. As I felt a great desire to reveal those facts to him personally having learned them from the lips of the intended assassin himself.

The within facts in place at your disposal from my manuscript which I have written of my experience of the south in 1862 and 1863.

And remain very respectfully yours

William C. Hughes
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Hunter, W.

Acting Secretary of State

(copy)

Department of State, Washington

April 29, 1865

Robert Murray Esq.

United States Marshall

Southern Dist. Of New York, NY

Sir,

It is deemed important and desirable that you should proceed to Canada, accompanied by proper assistants, in order to endeavor to ascertain how far certain notorious insurgents there may have been accessory to the murder of President Lincoln, and the attempted assassination of the Secretary of State, and also to endeavor to obtain their extradition for trial in this country, and that of any person who may have actually participated in those crimes and who may have taken refuge in the British provinces.

You will accordingly proceed at once to Montreal, or such other points as you may deem advisable, and consult with Mr. Potter, the United States Consul General, and with Mr. Develin the Consul of this Govt. In order that your proceedings may be facilitated.

You will also endeavor to obtain any testimony which may tend to implicate insurgents in that quarter in the fearful crimes above referred to.

I am, Sir

Your Obedient Servant

W. Hunter

Acting Secretary

(2:1148–52)
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Department of State

Washington 6 May, 1865

The Honorable Edwin M. Stanton

Secretary of War

Sir,

I have the honor to enclose for your information a copy of a letter of the 4th instant from John R. Kennedy Esquire, Superintendent of the Metropolitan Police, New York, relative to the Payne family I have the honor to be Sir,

Your obedient servant

W. Hunter

Asst. Secretary

Office of the Superintendent of the Metropolitan Police, 300 Mulberry Street,

New York, May 4th 1865

Hon. Wm. Hunter

Acting Secretary of State

Washington DC

Sir,

In addition to the telegram sent you today in reply to your inquiry concerning the Payne family, I deem it proper to send this note.

George Payne & Juliann, his wife, formerly lived on a farm four miles from Uniontown, Union County, Ky. where all his children were born. He has since removed to Buenos Aires, S. A. with a portion of his family, namely his sons John Ashley, aged 29 years, Henry Clay aged 27 years, & Robert Sugg Payne aged 20 years, and his daughters Sarah C. Payne, aged 24 years, Mary E. now wife of Alph Richardson, aged 22 years, and Julia Payne, aged 16 years.

The other children are as follows; Stirburg D. Payne, aged 34 years, 5 ft 10 in, 200 lbs. weight, dark hair and eyes, lives at Montreal, Can. Wm. J. Payne, age 36 years, 5 ft. 10 in, 170 lbs. weight, light hair, brown eyes, lives at Henderson, Ky. George B. Payne, age 32 years, 6 ft. ½ in. 165 lb. weight, dark hair and eyes, lives at Henderson Ky. Hezekiah Payne, aged 31 years, 5 ft. 11 ½ in. 165 lbs. weight, dark hair, gray eyes, is now in custody at Saint Albans Vermont.

George B. is in custody at these Headquarters, under an order of Gen. Dix, of March 7th 1865.

Very Respectfully

Yours etc.

John A. Kennedy

Super.

(4:504–6)
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Washington, April 26, 1865

W. Hunter

Department of State

Washington,

April 26, 1865

Joseph Holt,

Judge Advocate General

Sir:

I have the honor to transmit [see (4:507–10) immediately following this entry], herewith, for your information, a copy of consular dispatch No. 166 from Bermuda, relative to an attempt by one Dr. Blackburn to import clothing worn by parties dying from Yellow Fever at Bermuda into the city of New York.1

Understanding that you are engaged in investigating cases of this character, I hand this to you for your consideration and that you may make such use of it as you may think proper.

I have the honor to be, sir,

Your obedient servant

W. Hunter,

Acting Secretary



1 In the summer of 1864 Blackburn attempted to expose Lincoln (and his family) to yellow fever. Blackburn believed, erroneously, that yellow fever was a contagious disease. His plot was discovered and became a part of Holt’s case against Confederate leaders during the conspiracy trial.

(4:507–10)

Consulate of the United States at Bermuda, April 14th 1865

Sir

During the prevalence of the yellow fever at these islands last September, a Dr. Blackburn formerly belonging to new Orleans came here from Halifax, for the ostensible purpose of aiding the physicians here, he refused all offers of a pecuniary nature, either for his services while here or for expenses incurred by his visit here, claiming to have had much experience in the treatment of said disease, and being desirous only of benefiting this community, who had manifested so much sympathy for their holy cause; While advocating his theory for the treatment of yellow fever, he never neglected on all possible occasions to advocate the cause of the rebels, after remaining here about one month he returned to Halifax, some three weeks since a person intimate in the Office of N. S. Walker confederate agent here, sent me word he wished to see me confidentially, as he had some information of importance to communicate. I soon after had an interview with him. When he informed me that Dr. Blackburn’s expenses for his visit here were paid with funds from the Confederate Treasury; that the sole object of that visit was to collect clothing from the dead of yellow fever, to be sent to New York, and other Northern cities during the coming summer; That while here he, Blackburn, collected three large trunks full of such clothing which were then in these islands in the care of a person employed by Blackburn, to take charge of them until next June, for which service he was to receive $150 per month, and in June he was to be paid $500 to take them to New York. My informant refused to furnish any further information without I paid him for it, and demanded $500 for full exposure, as by so doing he would lose his position here and would be compelled to leave these islands. After repeated interviews finding I could get by no other means than money available information, I finally agreed to pay him the sum of $200, provided the trunks were found and circumstances proved to be as he had represented; He then informed me in whose possession the trunks were, gave me a perfect description of them, and a minute detail of all the transaction connected with them. After getting all necessary information I made known the transaction to the health officer at this port (St. Georges) who taking some other officer with him, went to the house in which it was alleged the trunks were stored and demanded the trunks left there by Dr. Blackburn; The person in whose keeping they were finding the facts had been revealed, denied nothing, but acknowledged much, and gave up the trunks, which were taken yesterday to the Quarantine Station opened and found to contain wearing apparel and bedding, made up in small packages, decently clean, with dirty flannel drawers and shirts on the outside, all evidently taken from a sick bed, intermixed with these packages some poultices, and many other things which could have been placed there for no legitimate purpose, were found; The whole of which were burned by direction of the health officer, from the evidence before me, I believe the facts in relation to these trunks and Dr. Blackburn’s visit here were well understood by Confederate Officers here, and that they have paid money to carry out the diabolical scheme. I hope to get a thorough investigation of the matter and I believe I am prepared to produce the necessary evidence to show the affair in its true light. I shall use my utmost endeavors to have the contents of the trunks taken up at once, and thoroughly destroyed, as I believe there are parties here who would not hesitate to remove them if possible, in order to carry out the original intent.

Trusting my action in this matter will be approved.

I remain Sir,

Your Obedient Servant

C. M. Allen

Consul

Hon. Wm. H. Seward

Secretary of State

Washington D. C.

Secretary’s Office

September 26, 1864

Dr. Blackburn, a visitor from the Southern States of America having announced his intention of inviting a meeting of the Medical Officer and Practitioners in Bermuda, for the purpose of discussing the nature, of the treatment, be, of the prevailing epidemic Fever, His Excellency the Lieut. Governor believing that such discussions may be highly beneficial to these islands both now and in the future requests the attendance of the Medical Officers of the Army and Navy and of the Civil Practitioners as far as their occupations will permit.

The meeting will take place at the Hamilton Hotel on Thursday evening next the 29th Inst. at 3 o’clock PM.

By Command

James Tucker

Acting Colonial Secretary

(5:44–48)
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W. Hunter

Actg. Secretary

State Department

June 2nd 1865

Hon. E. M. Stanton,

Secretary of War

Sir:

I have the honor to transmit, herewith, for your information, dispatch No. 468 from the Consul General of the US at Frankfort.

I will thank you to return the dispatch to this Department.

I have the honor, to be, Sir,

Your obedient servant,

W. Hunter

Acting Secretary

Consulate general of the United States of America

Frankfort, M. May 11th 1865

Sir;

I have the honor to transmit a copy of the “Gothaisches Tageblatt” a little liberal paper of Thuringian Duchy of Saxe Coburg Gotha, containing a notice in reference to George Andrew Atzerodt, who is suspected to have made the attack on the life of the honorable Chief of the Department, and reads, in translation as follows: “In reference to the report of the arrest of George Andrew Atzerodt, we receive the following notice from a friend;

Gotha, 9 May. George Andrew Atzerodt who is strongly suspected of the attack on the life of Mr. Seward, the Secretary of State; is very likely a Thuringian, of Seebach near Langensalza. For, according to American papers, Atzerodt has been arrested on the 20th of April last, at the farm of his uncle Richter. Now, as in the year 1844 John Henry Atzerodt, and Frederic Richter, who is married to Atzerodt’s sister, emigrated from Seebach to the United States, it is very likely that George Andrew Atzerodt is a son of John Henry Atzerodt, and a Thuringian by birth.”1

I have the honor to be with great respect, Sir, Your most Obdt. Servant

William W. Murphy

US Consul Gen.



1 The genealogical information on Atzerodt is accurate.

(7:124–25)

F-28

County Attorney’s Office,

Berlin, June 19, 1865

Sir,

In answer to your communication of the 13th inst. As to the truth of the statements made by James B. Merritt,1 a medical practitioner residing at Ays, on the conspiracy trial at Washington to the effect that “that he, Merritt, on the 10th April prior to the assassination of the late President, went before a Mr. Davidson, J. P. at Galt to give information of the Conspiracy. That the justice refused to act; that he then went before the Judge of Assize, who told him to go before the grand jury”.

I have the honor to report that on the receipt of your letter, I forwarded it with a communication from myself to Mr. Davidson and requested him to write me on the subject. I now enclose Mr. Davidson’s letter for your information, simply adding that Mr. Davidson is a gentleman of first rate standing, whose character is above reproach and whose statement in his letter is as undoubtedly true as if it were sworn to. As to Merritt having gone before the Judge of Assize (Justice M. Haggerty) I believe the statement to be utterly false. I acted as crown Prosecutor at the spring Assizes for this county, and should most certainly have heard of it; had such information as the intended assassination of the late President been given to the Judge. I can say positively that Merritt did not go before the Grand Jury.

I may say, further, that there is no person of the name of Davidson on the Commission of the Peace for this County, except the writer of the enclosed letter.

On inquiry I find Merritt has left Ayr for parts unknown.

I have etc

Thos. Miller

Co. Attorney

C. Waterloo

The Solicitor General



1 James B. Merritt was one of three prosecution witnesses whose testimony was later proven to be perjury (PW, Poore III:95, Pitman 35, 37).

(7:280–83)
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Letter to Stanton from Hunter, May 30, 1865, with enclosures

Department of State,

Washington May 30, 1865

Hon. E. M. Stanton,

Secretary of War

Sir,

I have the honor to transmit herewith, for your perusal, copies of two dispatches, Nos. 313 and 316 from F. H. Morse, Esq., US consul at London, relative to the plot, previously referred to by Mr. Morse, and since partially executed, by rebel agents and sympathizers in Europe to assassinate persons of authority, military and civil, of the government of the United States.

I have the honor to be,

Sir,

Your obedient servant

W. Hunter,

Acting Secretary

(7:284–85)
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No. 313

United States Consulate

London, May 12, 1865

W. Hunter, Esq.

Acting Secretary of State

Sir,

In reference to rebel operations in Europe during the current week, I have but little of importance to communicate, save what is contained in an important letter from France, herewith enclosed, to which permit me to ask special attention, as it may aid in showing the extent of the conspiracy against the lives of our principal civil and military officers, and to some extent the designs of the conspirators. If you will refer to a private letter I addressed to Mr. Seward on the 17th of March last, you will see that two assassins had then left Paris to join the band, and that one of them, who when here, was called Johnson, was in Washington the night when President Lincoln was murdered & that he went to Richmond the next day from which place he wrote some account of his doings to his employers in Paris. He previously sent his letter under cover to some New York house, or to some person there, to be forwarded. You will note what this villain says about the future operations of the band, after the excitement following their first great labor has somewhat cooled down. They can no doubt increase their band of murderers to any extent they may desire & they are wicked & mad enough to attempt any atrocity merely for revenge. I think therefore, that great precaution should be taken for some time to come to detect their designs and guard against their acts. I have instructed my correspondent to take every necessary measure to spot the assassins and discover their designs.

I must request that the letters of my correspondent be kept strictly private for the present. As any knowledge of him here would at once deprive us of his services and endanger his life.

I am sir,

Your obedient Servant

F. N. Morse

Consul

(7:286–89)
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Paris May 10, 1865

Sir,

I should have written you before, but not having the facts fully, I waited hoping I might be able to get them more positively. The man Johnston of whom I notified you was in Washington at the time of the murder of Mr. Lincoln, & left the morning after his death for Richmond, from which place he wrote to one of the Rebs here & I heard part of the note read on Monday. He said, in the note, that he had been watching Grant for two days, as it was believed he would go to Alexandria to see a friend of his the day before Mr. L. attack. He says I returned to Washington at 5, and in half an hours after, I knew that an attack would be made that evening, and had it been carried out as was arranged previously, some 15 of the Yankee leaders would have been now quietly resting where they should have gone some 4 years. Since its never too late to do good and before two months passes away, Abraham will have friends and companions to meet him.

Booth he says will never be taken. He will bullet himself first. He says there is no fear of their being detected. The oath is sufficient to keep each other from splitting; which means, I suppose that no one of the party should they be arrested will divulge on their accomplices. He named several of the parties by nicknames, without giving their real names. He says that if it gets hot for them at Richmond they will move, but not return to the Capitol until a little of the excitement cools down. He concluded by saying that if the Yankee power out at Richmond makes it harder than they were before accustomed to, they will be among the missing, and I presume that it will be the case all over the North. I have learnt that this Johnston and the fellow Clarke, were connected with the Canada Raids on St. Albans and on the lakes. When I first mentioned to you that they had left here to go out, that Johnston at least came from Canada and now I can assure you it is a fact. A little cunning on the part of the government, if they choose to use it, can be put in practice, and by 2 months every devil of them can be in their hands, and I can do it & will on certain conditions that I am in no way known, either directly or indirectly in this matter. I have perfect confidence in you that what you say you mean & would never allow my name to be used either publicly or privately. You will excuse my comments as at your request I shall refrain from making them in future. There is a secret expedition on foot. It’s the one I have before notified you of on the Pacific Coast; and active preparations are being made to carry it out, but in the most secret manner, and all connected with it are sworn to each other with their lives and honor. I have as yet only a clue to it ^or the parties connected in it^, but will before they carry out their plan be in possession of enough so as to enable us to thwart their object. Dispatches were received by Slidell ^last evening^ from Jeff Davis, and I learn that he has ordered supplies to Texas by way of Matamoras, & Galveston & active steps will be at once used to renew the strife, as he declares in his dispatches that they can never be conquered or subdued. And I also learn that most of Lee’s officers on Parole, as well as many of the men will hasten to join the army again. Officers are again collecting for the “Rappahannock” and some 7 or 8 are now at Bologne in disguise awaiting orders, and at Cherbourg are 4 more, and they are collecting men they say, for the “Rap.” But I must say honestly, I believe its for some other steamer. This is done to put any watch over them off the track. Where she is to come from I don’t know, nor have I the slightest idea at this moment but I am positive in what I wrote you. I will write again in a day or two.

Yours, B


	GODFREY J. HYAMS1	(2:1134–36, PW, Poore II:409, Pitman 54)


“R” 345 (JAO) 1865

State of Michigan

County of Wayne

Personally appeared before me, a notary public in and for said county, Godfrey Joseph Hyams and being duly sworn made the following statement.

I was born in London, England, of English parentage and emigrated to America in April 1852; settled in Arkansas in 1853; staid in Helen2 till Gen. Curtis took possession of the city. Then left for St. Louis where I remained till May 1863 when I went to Toronto, Canada. Have remained in Canada since that time. I was acquainted with J. Wilkes Booth; first saw him in March 1864 at Montreal at the Dourganua House. He was in company with several southern men. I was introduced to him by Capt. Davis and Col. Martin of Stonewall Jackson’s brigade, as I understood. I drank with him several times but did not notice him in company with anyone in particular. Geo. N. Sanders was stopping at the Dourganua at the time. I saw Booth in Toronto about two weeks afterwards. Met him first in the billiard saloon of the Revere House and drank with him there. He was playing billiards with several Southern gentlemen at the time. Saw him that evening at the Queen’s Hotel and every day thereafter for ten or twelve day. This was in April 1864. I saw him next in October last at the queen’s Hotel Toronto in company with Southerners where Jacob Thompson, and W. W. Cleary were staying at the Queen’s at the same time. He might have been there a couple of weeks. I saw him myself some five or six times. Thompson’s room was the general rendezvous for Southerners. This was the last time I saw him and was about the time of the St. Albans raid.1 I am perfectly sure it was J. Wilkes Booth. My recollection of him corresponds exactly with the photographs now in circulation. I had previously seen him on the stage in Philadelphia, New York, Baltimore, New Orleans and St. Louis, and I cannot be mistaken in the recall.

Subscribed and sworn on this 11th day of May, AD 1865, Before me

Godfrey J. Hyams

Henry B. Brown

Notary Public

Wayne County Michigan



1 Hyams, a Confederate agent working from Canada, worked under Dr. Luke Blackburn’s direction attempting to spread yellow fever contagion in certain Northern cities.

2 Helena, Arkansas.

1 The St. Albans raid occurred on October 19, 1864. Booth was in Montreal during October 18–27, 1864, and was seen talking with George N. Sanders and Patrick Charles Martin, two Confederate agents.


	J. T. HYATT	(2:65–67)
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J. T. Hyatt

Letterhead: Louisville Hotel

Louisville, Ky April 15, 1865

Hon E. M. Stanton

Sir,

I hear of the death of President Lincoln this morning & I would like to come to Washington to lay before you a good plan to get hold of the party or parties who done the deed. I think you and others would approve of my plan if I could an interview with you. My have many plans laid before you & others to arrest the guilty person or persons. I can give you the best of references & if you will send me a pass on the railroad from Bridgeport Ill to Washington & back. I come to see you give my plan. I am a poor man & have not got the money to pay my expenses & will expect a good reward if the parties should be caught by my plans. When you see me & hear what I have to on the subject I hope this to be confidential. Strictly so my post address is Olive Lawrence County.

I hope to hear from soon. I could come to Washington in 6 to 10 days notice & if you conclude to send me a railroad pass to Washington & back, let the pass be by way of Cincinnati, Columbus, Ohio & Pittsburgh Pa. as I would not like to travel over the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad as the Rebels got hold of the train about a month ago. A friend was robbed on the Road. I can satisfy you that I can all most anything I undertake to do, if it can be done by a living man.

Confidential

Yours very Respectfully

J. T. Hyatt

Olive Lawrence County, Ill

P. S. I have been residing in Cincinnati 27 years and have been in Illinois 5 months. It will not cost much to hear & have my plans laid before you & other that you may name.



I


	COLONEL TIMOTHY INGRAHAM1	(2:791–92)
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Ingraham, Col. T.

Letterhead: Headquarters Department of Washington, Office Provost Marshal General, Defenses North of Potomac, Washington DC, May 4th 1865

Col. Burnett,

I have the honor to forward under guard to you the persons of Samuel Cox & Lewis J. Wiechmann,2 in accordance with your order of this date. Guard to remain with them to take them back to the Old Capitol, unless discharged by your order.

By order of

Col. T. Ingraham

Pro. Mar Gen. Def N. of P.



1 Ingraham served as provost marshal in Washington at the time of the assassination and trial.

2 Wiechmann, originally thought to be one of Booth’s conspirators, agreed to work closely with the prosecution and became the prosecution’s star witness against Mary Surratt and Samuel Mudd.


		(2:1046–47)
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Letterhead: Head Quarters Department of Washington, Office of Provost Marshal General, Defenses North of Potomac, Washington DC May 1st, 1865 Special Orders No. 88 (extract) Special Officer C. Merrill and one (1) assistant on duty at these Hdqrs. will at once proceed to the convent Cor. of 10th and “G” St. this city and examine the baggage of Miss Annie Ward,3 Teacher and arrest her & proceed to War Dept. and deliver her & all letters and papers found in her possession, to Col. Burnett, without delay.

By Command of Maj. Gen. C. C. Auger, T. Ingraham

Col. And Pro. Mar. Gen.

Def. N. O. P.



3 Annie Ward was a friend of Mary Surratt and her son John. She testified at the trial as a defense witness supporting Mrs. Surratt’s claim that her eyesight was poor and thus she did not recognize Lewis Powell when he stopped by her house when military detectives were there on the night of her arrest on April 17 (Poore III:219, Pitman 135).


		(3:265–66)


“I” 448 (JAO) 1865

Ingraham, T. Col.

Letterhead: Head Quarters Department of Washington, Office of Provost Marshal General, Defenses North of Potomac, Washington DC June 2nd, 1865

Col. H. L. Burnett

War Dept.

In compliance with your request, I have the honor to report that the subpoena for W. W. Old aide to Gen. Johnson was sent to Richmond by messenger, but Mr. Old could not be found. Attention invited to note of Gen. Mumford, enclosed.

I also forward receipt of the late Maj. Gen. Edward Johnson of the late (so called) Confederate Army.

I remain Col.

Your obt. Servt.

T. Ingraham

Col & Pro. Mar Gen. Def N of Potomac


		(6:552–54)
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Washington D.C.

May 27th 1865

Col. T. Ingraham

Endorsements

War Department

May 28th 1865

Respectfully referred to Mrs. Surratt’s Counsel. The within named witness cannot be found.

Letter

Col. H. L. Burnett Judge Advocate

May 27th 1865

Colonel,

I have the honor to forward herewith, receipts for subpoenas served on the following named men. Viz: Oscar Kemechs, Capt. Etc. C.S.A., H. K. Douglass,1 Maj. C.S.A., Chas. Stewart, Maj. C.S.A., & David H. Cockerill, Lieut. C.S.A.—also returned subpoena for R. W. Hunter, AAG C.S.A. who could not be found, the remaining receipts will be forwarded as soon as recd.

Very Respectfully

Your Obt. Servt

T. Ingraham

Col. & P.M. Gen.

Def. No. of Potomac

1 Major Henry Kyd Douglas, CSA. Douglas was a witness in the defense of Mary Surratt (Poore II:479, Pitman 66).


	INVENTORY	(2:532–35)


“I” 136 (JAO) 1865

Inventory of property in possession of Col. J. A. Foster and Col. H. S. Olcott and turned over by them to Col. H. L. Burnett, by order of the Sec. of War, April 24th 18652

No. 1 Saddle and bridle taken on the horse found at large near the Lincoln Hospital.3

No. 2 Sword from the house of J. H. Surratt 541 H. Street No. 3 Suit of clothing worn by G. J. Holohan previous to the President’s murder and found in the bedroom above the front parlor in the ____ house. [paper fold makes rest unreadable]

No. 4 Valise and contents belonging to Samuel. B. Arnold No. 5 Coil of rope, 81 feet long, taken from Ned Spangler’s carpetbag.4

No. 6 Pair of boots worn by Wiechmann, taken from the Surratt house, 541 H. Street.

No. 7 Revolver case and dirk knife, belonging to Miss Mary Cook, taken from the house 520 Virginia Avenue, Washington.

No. 8 Portrait of Lewis J. Wiechmann found at the Surratt House 541 H Street.

No. 9 Envelope containing silver pencil, and bunch of keys belonging to David Herold.

No. 10 Carbine left by Booth at the house of Jno. W. Lloyd Charles County, Maryland1

No. 11 Valise from the Surratt house, 541 H street, containing sundry portraits, album, acct. books, papers, bullet mold.

No. 12 Pickax carried by the assassin of Secretary Seward at the time of his arrest at the Surratt house 541 H Street Wash.2

No. 13 Package of articles found on the person of the above mentioned assassin, when searched by officers Devoe and Sampson of Col. Olcott’s office, to wit: Sleeve of an undershirt worn by him as a cap3

pocket compass  small hair brush  Pincushion  pocket dictionary two tooth brushes  small comb

bottle of hair grease  package of pistol cartridges three pieces of tobacco  needle with thread Pocketknife, five bullets & small key (in a paper) No. 14 Package of private papers belonging to J. Wilkes Booth, seized at his room at the National Hotel by order of Col. J. H. Taylor, Chief of staff. This package contains the secret cipher4 of the confederate States Department, of the Confederate Govt. and a letter to Booth from “Sam.”5

Del’d to Maj. Eckert Hat and pistol left by the assassin at Secretary Seward’s house.

Del’d to Maj. Eckert Clothes worn by Secretary Seward’s assassin at time of his arrest.

No. 15 Package containing two boxes pistol cartridges found in Booth’s trunk.

No. 16 A slung shot and bowie knife taken from Sergeant S. J. Street Co. C. 3rd Regt. First A. C.

No. 17 A pair of boots taken from the person of Payne, alias Wood, the assassin of the Secretary of State.

Trunk and contents from Surratt house

Bvt. Major H. W. Smith



2 Stanton put Henry L. Burnett in charge of receiving and collating all evidence related to Lincoln’s assassination. All other individuals and agencies were told to turn over their files to Burnett.

3 Belonging to Lewis Powell.

4 Entered into the trial as Exhibit 47.

1 Entered into the trial as Exhibit 26.

2 Entered into the trial as Exhibit 51.

3 Entered into the trial as Exhibit 53.

4 Entered into the trial as Exhibit 7.

5 Entered into the trial as Exhibit 43.


	INVENTORY	(3:997–1000)
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Inventory: Papers & letters taken from various parties 1. One (1) Package of letters taken from Luther A. Martin by Officer Holbrook 2. One (1) Package of papers from McPhail, S. B. Arnold 3. One (1) Package of papers J. T. Wiechmann 4. One (1)    "    "    "    Mr. Cooke

5. One (1)    "    "    "    Thos. Green

6. One (1)    "    "    "    J. T. Wiechmann 7. One (1)    "    "    "    Letters from Washington, PO ^one mentions surratt^

8. One (1)    "    "    "    found in ford’s Theater by Lt. Currier 9. One (1)    "    "    "    found in surratt House 10. One (1)    "    "    "    found in ford’s Theater by Lt. Currier 11. One (1)    "    "    "    14 anonymous letters 12. One (1)    "    "    "    4 telegrams from Booth 13. One (1) ^ D. P. Parr & Jos. Parker^

13. handed by Officer Merrill 14. One (1) letter T. John Holohan to “Dear All”

14. One (1) Pkg. undistributed & miscellaneous papers


	WILBERFORCE IRELAND	(3:448–49)
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I Wilberforce Ireland of Manchester in the County of Hillsborough depose and say that on the 14th day of April 1865 at or about one of the o’clock in the afternoon I was told of the assassination of President Lincoln by one John Aiken and that it was generally reported through the repair shop & yard of the Manchester Corporation but I cannot learn how or where or by whom the story was first started here for no one believed it or paid any attention to it until it became known the next morning. I reported the story that was circulated in the shop about two o’clock of the same day to one Jonathan Ireland of Dumbarton in the County of Merrimack Wilberforce Ireland

Hillsborough April 25, 1865
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Office Provost Marshal

2nd District, NH

Concord, May 4th 1865

Captain,

I have the honor to report in answer to your order dated April 24th, 1865, requesting an investigation as to the statements made in the City of Manchester, County of Hillsborough & State of new Hampshire that President Lincoln had been assassinated the morning before the occurrence took place. It appears from the investigation made that such a story was current not only in Manchester but in the adjoining towns as coming from Manchester hours before the black deed was done. I have not been able to trace the reports back to the source from whence they had their origin further than to one John Morrison as is shown by the affidavit accompanying this report, who has since that time left the city of Manchester and gone to Wilmington North Carolina, but understand is now stopping at Moorhead City in said North Carolina.

I am Captain,

Very respectfully,

Your obt. Svt.

Hosea Eaton

Capt. & Provost Marshal

2nd Dist

NH



	EDGAR W. IRISH	(3:932–34)
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Edgar W. Irish

Envelope: Address Judge Holt, Washington DC, Postmark Mystic River, CT.

Mystic Bridge, Conn. June 1st, 1865

Judge Holt

Sir,

I was confined at Andersonville from May 1st 1864 until March 1865, as a prisoner of war, and may be possessed of information of importance to the government in the trial of Howell Cobb and others. I was on duty as a hospital attendant after August 2nd 1864, part of the time as a clerk. I heard Cobb speak to the Georgia Reserves at Andersonville last spring, which was referred to in the evidence of Wm. Bull.

I kept a memorandum or diary during the whole of my imprisonment and would be glad to have it used, if necessary, in the prosecution of the murderers of the Union dead at Andersonville.

I live at Portville Cattaraugus Co. N.Y. I have a pass until the 15th of June, from the Provost Marshal of New York City, where I am to be mustered out of the service. For the present my Post Office address is Waterford, N. L. Co., Connecticut.

Very Respectfully your obedient servant

Edgar W. Irish

1st Sgt. Co. “C” 85th N.Y. Vols.



J



	JOHN H. JACK1	(5:49–57)


“J” R.B. (JAO) P54 1865

Jack, John H.

Capt. 186th Pa. Vols.

Capt. John H. Jack, 186 Pa. Vols., on duty in Philadelphia as Assistant Provost Marshal states: Matthew W. Canning2 was arrested by order of the Acting Provost Marshal General, by an officer of the 186 P. Vols. on Saturday night, April 15, 1865, in Camden, New Jersey. Canning is a man about 5 feet 9 inches in height, pale countenance, hair brown, very thin, with mustache and goatee. He is an agent for Vestvale, the actress; was formerly manager and at one time agent for John Wilkes Booth. He was placed in custody of the Provost Marshal some time during Saturday night; I do not recollect the exact hour, and I saw him on Sunday morning. As the instructions from the Department to the Provost Marshal were to ascertain his recent whereabouts, I assisted in gathering information. We first got a statement from him which is in the hands of the Provost Marshal, and found several witnesses who corroborated his statements as to his whereabouts on Thursday and Friday, the 13th and 14th of April. He stated that on Wednesday afternoon he was superintending a complimentary benefit given to Mr. Pell at the Walnut Street Theater, Philadelphia, and Mr. Ryan, who was part proprietor of the Arch Street Theater, gave his testimony that he saw him there. On Thursday Mr. Tillon, the stage manager, testified that he was at the theater on the morning and evening, and that he had seen Canning for nearly two weeks every night except Friday night, and then he did not see him from the fact that he was confined to his home and was not out. The evidence of Mr. Ryan and Mr. Murphy, business agents of the Arch Street Theater, and Mr. Moore, stage manager, was that they saw him at the box office between two and three o’clock, and Moore and Murphy testified that they saw him during the rest of the afternoon up to about half past six; and Mr. Ryan met him at the Walnut Street Theater and bade him good night.

I had pretty general conversation with Canning on the way from Philadelphia to Washington. I have known him for eight or nine years, and Booth for nearly the same length of time. I asked him if he was at all implicated in the assassination of the President, and he said no. He gave me all the information he could. He said that a year and a half ago, he made engagements for Mr. Booth, who broke them, and a coolness sprung up between them, but it was afterwards explained somewhat. He says the last time he met Booth was in the month of December 1864, when Vestvale was playing in Philadelphia. He said he was flighty in his ideas. Booth came to him one day and said he was going down to Virginia to purchase some land; that he would “fix it all right” and was going to make and immense fortune. Canning said to him, “You’ll get caught if you go there.” Booth replied, “You never fear for me, I’m all right.” He then said to Canning, “I’ll tell you something”, and after hesitating a moment added, “No, I won’t do it.” Occasionally he would talk secession sentiments. He would promise to go to the theater but would not go, and make as an excuse, that he had a young friend from Maryland, whom he was teaching how to shoot at a pistol gallery. This was in the month of December 1864. Canning said he would pay no attention to these remarks because he was making them all the time. He had always some friends at the gallery with whom he was shooting. Canning showed me where this gallery was, at the corner of Eleventh Street and the avenue. If this young man has been frequenting that place the proprietor may identify him. Canning told me that the last night of Vestvale’s engagement she had some trouble, and was going to break her engagement, but he tried to persuade her to play, as the President was to be there, and she consented and played. Booth was in the house, and when the President and lady were passing out, he moved after them, eyeing them very intently, while they waited on the steps some moments for a carriage. Canning said he noticed Booth watching the President with the greatest intensity, and when the President had left, Booth turned round and said “Come on”. They walked as much as six squares without speaking. This circumstance impressed Canning when taken in connection with the assassination of the President. At a saloon where Booth was drinking with others, he said to Canning, “I want you to do a great favor for me; will you do it?” He said he did not know, and inquired what it was. Booth said, “you know Sam Chester, he is a particular friend of mine, he is dissatisfied in New York, and wants to go back to Ford, and if I interfere they might get angry with me.” “But”, said Canning, “they might get angry with me.” “Oh no” said he, “there’s no danger of that, I will give you anything if you will see Ford.” Canning spoke to Ford, who at first objected, but on being informed that Chester was going to leave New York, consented to engage him. I think Canning told me that he had written a few lines to Booth saying he had seen Ford, who promised to engage Chester. That same night he went to Louisville, and in the evening a telegram came to him from Booth in these words “Don’t fail to hush that matter at once.” He said he felt perplexed, and did not know what he referred to unless it was the affair of Chester, who might have changed his mind and did not want to come. He wrote to Mr. Booth at Baltimore or Washington, stating that he could not understand the meaning of the telegram; if he meant that Chester had changed his mind and concluded to remain, that would be an end of the matter, because Ford only promised to engage him on condition of his leaving the Winter Garden. A few days after that, Canning says he received a note from Booth, saying, “The telegraph operator is an ass, he telegraphed ‘don’t fail to hush the matter’ when I wrote ‘fail to push the matter.’ ” I thought the fact of Booth being so urgent might have some connection with this matter. I was inclined to be suspicious, from the fact that Chester is a Baltimorean and passed some seasons in Richmond; and he is very intimate with Booth.



1 Jack was an actor before the war and a close friend of Canning and Booth.

2 Canning formed a stock company in the summer of 1860 and signed Booth as his star actor.
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Jack Jno. H.

Letterhead: Camp One-hundred-and-eighty-sixth P. V., Seventeenth and Master Streets, Philadelphia, April 19th 1865

Colonel,

Yesterday previous to leaving Washington I called upon Mr. Barker, I think that is his name, who keeps the pistol gallery on over the NE Corner of 11th and Pennsylvania Avenue, and endeavored to ascertain, if possible, who the young man was that was with Booth during the month of December/64. He denied all knowledge of ever having known Mr. Booth, but did recollect an actor coming to his gallery; but could not remember any particular individual coming with him frequently. Wishing to become familiar, I fired several shots with a visitor at the gallery, who being a little intoxicated, and boasting somewhat about his shooting, said to Mr. Barker, the proprietor of the saloon, that on Monday he beat Booth. Barker endeavored to express surprise about Booth having been at the gallery, when this individual, a tall young man, about 6 feet or more in height, paralyzed in the left arm, wearing black corduroy pants with two gold stripes along the seams of his pantaloons; similar to the stripe of the veteran Reserve Corps, exclaimed “Why, damn it, he was here on Monday and Tuesday night, you know damn well that he was.”

Mr. Barker’s manner at the time convinced me that he had deceived me in stating his ignorance of Booth, and if I am troubling you with my communication you will attribute it to my desire to have the scoundrels apprehended who have been implicated in this hellish plot.


I am very respectfully

Yr. Obt. Svt.

Jno. H. Jack

Capt. Camp 186 PV

& Asst. Pro. Marshal


	NATHAN JAMES (COLORED)	(7:463–72)


Nathan James (colored)

I was at work at the Three Mile Tavern on the Hookstown Road near Baltimore in April 1865. I began to work in March for Lin Buffington. I remember Easter Sunday 1865. The day before there came to the tavern a buggy in the morning between four and five o’clock drawn by a small bay horse, with two persons in it. Apparently they had been driving all night fast by the way the horse was panting. They told me to feed him and got out of the buggy. Then going back to the barroom door one of them stepped back and said “Don’t feed him, he is rather warm and we won’t have time enough”. Changed his mount. Then they came out and one gentleman handed me a ten cent note. They got into the buggy and drove up the road.

Cannot describe the persons. As near as I can recollect one of them had a red face (like Asmussen’s[?]). He handed me the ten cent piece. Did not notice the other; had a small moustache; he was about as high as I am. I am 5 ft. 9 ½ inch. Two or three inches taller than Mr. Riddle; thin legs; about 24 or 25 years old; “a fine voice”. It was the man who didn’t give me the ten cents that was driving; he drew the reins. It was a nice buggy; top was down and it was drizzling. The horse was panting; he had gone some distance; he was muddy and had lathered over the harness. He didn’t tremble any when he stopped. He was very dry. I just changed his mouth. They went right up the country. Never saw them since to my recollection. Did not see them today. The man I saw had a fuller face than the one I saw today (Surratt). He was about his height. The man that gave me the 10 cent piece was healthier than Surratt (as seen today); had hair of about the same color. They said nothing. One went round to the corner of the house to make water. (the one i.e. who didn’t give him the 10 cents) First the date because George Washington was to come and take my place on the next Monday but couldn’t on account of the pickets having been put about the city. There was a circus about there; came on Tuesday and staid till Friday.

The horse was a sorrel bay horse but so sweaty I couldn’t tell his color exactly, a well made horse.
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Wm. P. James

April 28th 1865

Wm. P. James states that

I live at 347 Pennsylvania, I tend bar in a cigar saloon—Mr. Anderson’s. Was arrested on the 20th of this month.

Question: How did you come to talk the way you did?

Answer: I do not recollect ever having said anything at all that should have brought me here, if I did I am ignorant of it.

Question: Was you drunk?

Answer: Well, I seldom or never get drunk. Do not recollect that I was at the time it occurred. I do not know what I was arrested for. They told me I was arrested for disloyal language. I asked the detective if he knew when & he said he did not. I certainly never said anything disrespectful of the President, being murdered. I must deny that charge.

Question: Do you ever get drunk?

Answer: I have been drunk, but not often.

Question: Were you drunk the two days succeeding the President’s murder?

Answer: I do not think I was, sir.

Question: Do you remember of a man coming to your place, looking in, & something being said, and you saying to another man something in relation to the President that “it served him right, that he ought to have been killed before this”?

Answer: I recollect that; that was the same night that President was killed. There was a young man came to the door as we were closing up. Mr. Anderson was in there himself at the time and he remarked that the President had been assassinated, & asked the young man if the President was dead; and this young man said the President ought to have been killed long ago. It was a young man by the name of Swagger. He is a young man who tends bar under the Canterbury Hall. I said to Mr. Anderson at the time that a man ought to be arrested who made such remarks. If I was arrested for that they have got the wrong man. It was he instead of me. Mr. Anderson will testify to the same thing. I see by the papers that Swagger was arrested and turned over to Colonel Ingraham. He generally stays around Thompson’s billiard saloon.

He said, “The damned old rascal ought to have been killed long ago”, & then passed on. Mr. Anderson & myself were talking to Judge Arman about it; from Colorado Territory.
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April 24th 1865


Testimony of Israel Jaquette

Clk. Q. M. Gen. Office

& Norman Chapman, Sergt. Co “B” 24th Regt. V. R. C.

War Dept. Monday April 26, 1865

Isaac G. Jaquette, being first duly sworn, says:

I reside in the city of Washington at the corner of 15th & F Streets at Mrs. Morris’s; have resided in this city since January 1864; previous to that I resided at 971 Marshal St. Philadelphia.

Question: Give a history as nearly as you can remember, of what occurred on Friday evening, the 14th instant, and how you came to be at Ford’s Theater, and in possession of the bar which you have delivered to the authorities.

Answer: I had learned through the papers and persons with whom I had conversed that Gen. Grant & lady and the President and his lady would be at the theater that evening. I went to the theater early, and took a seat about four or six seats from the box opposite where the President’s box was. The box was empty at the time; the President came in late and without Gen. Grant. The play was about half way through when I heard a pistol go off, and a man leaped on the stage. I had noticed nothing previous to that except that a lady sitting next to me said she had never seen the President and a gentleman sitting near said she could see him now as he was leaning forward. There was a flag intervening at the time. It was a few minutes before the pistol went off that I saw him. When the pistol went off a man leaped upon the stage; the first I saw of him he appeared to be jumping on to the stage; he fell on his knee; and he said something but I could not positively say what. I think it was “Sic Semper Tyrannous”. He ran across the stage with a dirk knife in his hand. He was halfway across the stage before we understood what it meant.

(A dirk knife was here produced and the witness was asked if that was like the one the man on the stage held in his hand) I could not swear to the knife; but I think it was about the size of this one. The knife was in the man’s right hand and the blade pointed downwards. Someone helloed something from the box; and then the people appeared to halloo together, saying, “Hang him, hang him” etc.

I said, “Oh God! The President is murdered!” and I recollect nothing more than that the stage was covered with people. Almost instantly some were climbing into the box. I noticed Mrs. Lincoln fall back into the box. She gave a shriek just before the noise commenced, and then fell back. My attention was attracted right to the box. I thought there was no one on the stage at the time. There was no one on except Asa Tranchard, and he seemed to be about to go out; but he was out of my view. He was apparently walking after the woman that made the remark, and appeared to be following her up. We then crowded about the box considerably. They then carried out the President. They broke the chairs down to give room to carry him out. I went and got into the window in front of the dress circle seats to see the President as they carried him out. They carried him out head foremost, and some said he ought to be carried feet foremost as he would be more easy that way. I followed down the stairs and across the street. There was a rush in the theater directly after, and I thought they had caught the man. I stayed there a little while and found it was a false alarm. I went into the dress circle and into the box. Someone said, “Here is the pistol” and I tramped on the bar.1 I saw there was considerable blood on it. It was in the passageway next to the first door. I picked it up, and thought I would keep it as a relic. It had blood on it, and I thought I would prize it. I walked downstairs with it in my hand. I stayed there half an hour. Several persons wanted me to give them a piece of it. I stayed there till the street was ordered to be cleared. I then went home and laid the stick on a bureau. I gave a description to those at home of the scene. There was an actor and actress present who were boarding there, and a Mr. Jennings. I told her that it was said that it was Wilkes Booth who did it. I had never seen him but I thought I could identify him. She said she thought it might have been Wilkes Booth, but he was not so tall or stout as I had represented him. Next morning I put the stick in the drawer fearing it might be carried off; and the next day it was taken out of my drawer. A little boy had taken it to Mrs. Jennings’s room. I found it in another place. I then put it under the foot of the bed where it laid till next day, when a captain came and wanted a piece of it. I refused to cut it up with the expectation that I would be called as a witness, and could tell all about the stick. I wanted to return it whole. Mr. Jennings got a saw and sawed off about an inch and half and they split the piece in two. Both pieces had blood on. This captain concluded not to take the piece offered him, but a gentleman named Zook got one piece and Mrs. Jennings got the other. I was arrested on Saturday morning when I thought of bringing it down here. I mentioned my purpose to one of the clerks in the Department. He said I had better take it down to the Metropolitan Headquarters. Another one said I might as well take a piece of old carpet with blood on it, for it could not possibly be any evidence. After office hours on Saturday night, as I was going down street one of the messengers, I think of this department, asked me if I had been arrested. I said no. He said they were hunting for me to find out about the stick. When I went home, Detective Baker, I think it was he, for I did not previously know him, was there. He asked me to go upstairs. I went with him into the room. He asked me if I had let anyone know I had the stick. I told him no, no one in particular, but all knew in the house, and several in the Quartermasters Department. The stick had been found before I got home. One of the ladies happened to lift the bed and found it; and it was given up before I got home. Detective Baker showed me the two pieces; and he asked me if I had sawed any other off. I told him I had not; that I had taken the length of the stick on the bureau before cutting it and I showed him the mark of its length.

Norman Chapman, Sergeant Co. “E”, 24th regiment V. R. C. being duly sworn says: I was ordered by the captain having charge of the guard at Ford’s theater, to take two guards and come with a gentleman who was there to this man’s room (the room of Jaquette) and get this stick. I came up with the guard and a gentleman who was there said he knew where it was. We looked in the drawers of the bureau, and it was not there. I looked about the room in different places and did not see it. We raised the mattress on the bed and did not see it then. We went downstairs. As we got down to the foot, some ladies helloed to us and told us they had found it. I went back up stairs with the gentleman. I raised up the mattress at the foot of the bed and took the stick out.

My orders were if I found the stick to take it and the person in whose possession it was found. I made inquiries where the man was, and they said he was a clerk in the War Department. I came up here and they said they did not know such a man in this branch of the Department, & the Secretary took the stick. Col. Baker went back with me to the house and looked into the room; and a lieutenant who was there had found the pieces of the stick that had been sawed off and had them in his possession. It was one piece, which had been split in two. The Colonel got it from him. About this time the man (Jaquette) came into the lower part of the house, and the Colonel motioned to me to go downstairs and have him come up. We came up and the Colonel had some conversation with him and we got into a carriage with the Colonel and came up here. They had not time to take down a statement that night, and they told us to report on Sunday (yesterday) morning at 10 o’clock. We came here, and as they were not doing any business we were ordered to report here this morning. This is all I know.



1 The “bar” or “stick” was part of a music stand Booth used as a wedge between the wall and the outer lobby door leading into the box. The blood was not Lincoln’s but rather Rathbone’s, who bled profusely from his knife wound.
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Letter to Holt from Jasper, May 29, 1865

Endorsement: Bureau of Military Justice, May 30th 1865, Respectfully submitted for the consideration of the Secretary of War; If the McCollouch referred to is the Professor of that name mentioned in the letter of Allston, he certainly should not be allowed to escape. J. Holt. Judge Adv. Gen.

Professor R. S. McCullough

Hudson, May 29, 65

Judge Holt,

Dear Sir,

Among the seven white men captured in that small boat near Cape Sable on the Florida coast, I observe the name of Richard J. McCulloch. This is no doubt the inventor of the phosphone firebrand1 which was used to set fire to the houses in New York & which was to be used for the destruction of Northern shipping.

He is an ex-professor of Columbia College in New York City & has intended much harm there. He may not have accomplished much. You can make what use you please of this information.


Jasper



1 A form of Greek fire used as an accelerant to start arson fires. The information in Jasper’s letter is correct. McCulloh also invented a type of poisonous gas.
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Letter to Darlington from Jeffers, April 20, 1865

Fort Monroe, Va.

April 20th 1865

J. L. Darlington Esq.

Sec. Cameron Petroleum Co.

Dear Sir,

Please deliver to Eugene T. Haines Esq. The certificates of stock of Cameron Petroleum Co. subscribed by parties whose names appear in list sent you.

Mr. Haines has power to transact all business of this nature in my name and to sign receipts for me.


Respectfully

Your obt. Servt.

M. T. Jeffers
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Statement of Willie S. Jett

May 6, 1865

Willie S. Jett, being first duly sworn, says:

I live in Westmoreland Co. Va. On Sunday April 23, I was at the house of my brother in law, William Wallace, in King George Co. Va. I was on my way from Fauquier Co., where I had been with Mosby’s command. I did not belong to that command, but to the 9th Va. Cavalry, Co. C. I had been on detached duty ever since November 25th, and when Richmond was evacuated I was on duty in Caroline Co. as Commissary Agent. When Richmond fell, I concluded that it was my duty to return to my command if possible. A part of Mosby’s command was over in Westmoreland Co. & I determined to go over there & go up with my brother who was a member of Mosby’s command and stay up with them awhile & see if I could not get to my command. After getting up in Loudon Co. & Fauquier together with some of Mosby’s command, I heard that Mosby’s command was disbanded & Gen. Lee’s army surrendered, & I determined to go home, & then started home. I have been in the Confederate service ever since June 17 last, when I first entered it. I was 18 years old on December 2nd last.

I stayed at my sisters at Bloomsbury, King George Co., from Saturday evening (April 22) when I arrived there until Monday morning (24th) when I started to go to Bowling Green in Caroline Co. on a visit, and from there to Richmond or to the nearest Provost Marshal or paroling office to get my parole. I was riding on my own horse. I was commissary agent in Caroline Co. to collect supplies & commissary stores for the confederate service, collect the tax in kind, receive subsistence stores from all detailed, exempted, & bonded farmers. They were men who were detailed or exempted, & bonded to the Confederate government for 1500 pounds of beef, 1500 pounds of bacon etc. They had to pay that much to the Confederate government, receiving government price for these articles, & were exempt from going into service. They gave this bond to keep out of the Confederate service, but they had to pay these articles for that purpose & also to pay their tax in kind besides. The tax in kind was generally one tenth, I think.

On Monday morning (April 24) when I started from my sisters, I was in company with two other young men, Lieut. Ruggles & A. R. Bainbridge. I had been with them in Mosby’s command & we had been raised together. They necessarily came by my sisters on their way to Port Royal, & they came for me according to a previous understanding. We were going over into Caroline Co. towards Bowling Green & of course had to cross the Rappahannock. We went from my sisters to Dr. Ashton’s, about six miles, & stayed probably a quarter or half an hour, left there, & went down to Port Royal. As we got on the hill, about 50 yards from the river, we saw a wagon down on the wharf in front of a house. It was a common occurrence to see a wagon on a wharf at a ferry, and we paid no attention to it. We rode down towards the wharf, & as we got within 29 yards of the wagon we saw apparently a young looking man jump out of the wagon & put his hand in the inside breast of his coat. I don’t know whether the others noticed it, but none of us said anything. We rode past, not stopping at the wagon, going right down to the wharf & hailed the ferryboat. As soon as we got to the wharf the young man walked down towards us & said “gentlemen, what command do you belong to?” Lieut. Ruggles said “to Mosby’s command.” I did not say anything. Then he said, “If I am not inquisitive, can I ask where you are going?” It is always a rule of mine never to tell anyone where I am going, when traveling, & I spoke up and said “that is a secret. Nobody knows where we are going, because I never tell anybody”. I turned round then and looked toward Port Royal and did not say any more. One of the boys said to him, “What command do you belong to” and he said “We belong to A. P. Hills’ corps; I have my wounded brother a Marylander who was wounded in a fight below Petersburg”. I asked where he was wounded, and he replied “in the leg”. In the meantime his wounded brother had got out of the wagon and walked towards where we were on his crutches. I did not pay any particular attention to him. I was looking out towards Port Royal being anxious for the Ferry Boat to get over. The young man said “come, gentlemen, I suppose you are all going to the Southern Army”. We made no reply. He said “we are also anxious to get there ourselves and wish you to take us along with you”. We made no reply, still that I remember and he said, “come gentlemen, get down; we have got something to drink here; we will go and take a drink”. I said, “thank you, sir, I never drink anything.” And the other boys I think said the same thing.

I rode then from the wharf towards the old house about 20 yards off, rode in the gate and tied my horse. When I came out they were all sitting there on the steps and on a ladder. This young man touches me on the shoulder and said he wanted to speak to me. I walked over to the wharf with him & when we got there he said “I take it for granted you are raising a command to go south to Mexico & I want you to let us go with you”. I was thrown aback that such an idea should have entered any man’s head and did not say anything but merely asked “who are you?” he seemed to be very much excited and said “We are the assassinators of the President”. I was so much thrown aback that I did not say a word for I suppose two or three minutes. It was Herold that said that.

I should say that when they first asked us to take them under our protection, I inquired their names and he said, “our name is Boyd; his is James William Boyd, and mine is David E. Boyd”. When Herold said they were the assassinators he also said that if I noticed Booth’s left hand I would see the letters JWB.1 Lieut. Ruggles then came up & I said to him “here is a strange thing” and then either I repeated to him that they were assassinators or Herold did; I am not certain which, but I am sure that was said to Ruggles either by Herold or by me in Herold’s presence. Booth had not then got up to us. Booth then walked up and Herold inquired our names and introduced us all round, calling Booth by that name. Booth had a shawl thrown around him & he kept it over the left hand all the time and on his hand was marked JWB. Herold gave us his own name then & they said they wanted to throw themselves entirely on our protection.

All this talk occurred before we went on the Ferry Boat. Booth had very little to say. When I was in the house near the ferry, I copied a parole from another parole I had seen with a young man named Wallace and I signed it “A. J. Smith, Provost Marshal, 9th Army Corps. I wanted to have it in the event of meeting any soldiers before reaching Bowling Green but I tore it up and threw it away on crossing the river because I knew there were no soldiers there. Herold copied this parole and signed A. J. Smiths name to it.

We crossed the river together. Herold sent the boy back with the wagon from there. Booth got on Ruggles’ horse near the wharf, rode down to the boat and crossed the river sitting on the horse all the time. Ruggles carried his crutches. As soon as we got over they said they wanted me to find out somewhere for them to stay. I wanted to see some friends at Port Royal, Wm. Peyton’s family, and I rode up there before they got out of the boat and tied my horse and went into the house. Booth had requested that we should introduce him as a confederate soldier traveling under the name of Boyd. I went to Miss Sarah Jane Peyton or Miss Lucy Peyton; I think Miss Sarah Jane; and told her that we had a wounded Marylander along by the name of Boyd & that I would be very much obliged to her if she would take care of him until the day after tomorrow. She at first consented and Booth got down off Ruggles’ horse, came into the house and sat down on a lounge. Presently she came to me again, took me into the parlor & said that her brother Mr. Randolph Peyton, the lawyer, was not at home but was on his farm, that under the circumstances she hated very much to turn off a wounded soldier but did not like to take anyone during her brother’s absence. I told her that it was left entirely to her pleasure whether she would take him or not and she then said she would rather not under the circumstances. I inquired if she thought Mr. Caslett would take him. She said she did not know and I walked across the street & learned that Mr. Caslett was not at home. She said in the mean time “You can get him in anywhere up the road; Mr. Garrett’s or anywhere else”. We came out & I said, “Boys ride on further up the road”. Booth got on Ruggles horse again & I got on mine. Herold got behind me and Ruggles behind Bainbridge. This was about one o’clock on Monday April 24th. We then rode up to Garrett’s, which I supposed is about 2 miles from Port Royal. There was very little said. Booth remarked that he thought the President’s assassination was “nothing to brag about” & I said, “I do not either.” I had very little to say to him or he to me. He remarked that he did not intend to be taken alive; “if they don’t kill me, I’ll kill myself”.

Going up to Garrett’s, Herold rolled up his sleeves and showed me on his right arm a heart and an anchor, I think and on the left arm, above the elbow the letters DEH., the H partly rubbed out. He said he had been trying to rub it out. At Garrett’s gate Herold got down from behind me and remained at the gate while Booth, Ruggles, Bainbridge and I rode up to the house. There I introduced myself to Mr. Garrett. I did not know him personally, though I had seen him. I had been on duty at the courthouse and seen him on court day. He always passed as a Southern man; I never heard him say anything else. I told him my name & that I knew him by reputation but had never been introduced to him & said “Here is a wounded Confederate soldier that we want you to take care of for a day or so: will you do it?” He said, “yes, certainly I will.” Booth then got down and we left him there, remarking as we rode off, “we will see you again” though I had no intention of seeing him again because I was going to Richmond & did not expect to come that road again. That was the last I ever saw of him. Herold went on to Mrs. Clark’s about three miles from Bowling Green & remained there all night and next day returned to Garrett’s. Bainbridge remained with Herold and Ruggles and myself went on to Bowling Green. I know Dr. Stewart personally; have known him 12 or 18 months. He is a Southern man. Booth & Herold remarked that they had been to Dr. Stewart’s but did not state how they were received there.

I did not see any of Garrett’s boys there. I saw a lady standing either at the door or on the porch. I do not know which. I did not tell Garrett or anyone else who Booth was. I had heard of the assassination but had seen none of the particulars. I heard on the day of the disorganization of Mosby’s Command that the President had been assassinated; either on the Wednesday or the Friday previous to seeing these men. I met no soldiers nor other persons looking after these men. Everything was perfectly quiet.

I remained at Bowling Green until Tuesday night April 25th. Col. Conger and Lieut. Baker came there that night, arrested me, carried me into the parlor, and began to question me. I told them everything from beginning to end & I said I would pilot them to the house where Booth was. I took them to Garrett’s gate and directed them how to go into the House and they went in, leaving me at the gate.

I have tried to evade nothing. From the beginning I have told everything.



1 In this detailed account of meeting Booth and Herold and finding them a place at the Garrett farm, Jett failed to tell his interrogator that he and his two comrades rode back to the Garrett farm to warn Booth that a Union cavalry unit was headed down the road toward him.

1 Jett identifies the tattoo as being on Booth’s left hand, an important fact in identifying Booth’s body after his death.
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Johnson, A.

April 19th

A. Johnson, Prest. Of US

(Hartly a friend) is firmly impressed that Booth has been secreted by Catholics within and wishes to have the Institute examined.

Hoping you will prevent you and yours and the country from the [unintelligible word] of villains or rebels and that your hand head & heart will be firm giving rebels their due is my lost dream. Yours, Lexion
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Pension Office, April 19th


Provost Marshal


Washington

Sir,

The enclosed is probably intended for the President instead of me. Although I do not deem it of any importance I am induced to submit it to you as the proper person to have all such papers.


Yours Respectfully

A. Johnson


Of New York
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Executive Order of May 1, 18651

Executive Chamber2

Washington City, May 1, 1865

Whereas the Attorney General of the United States hath given his opinion: That the persons implicated in the murder of the late President, Abraham Lincoln, and the attempted assassination of the Honorable William H. Seward, Secretary of State, and in an alleged conspiracy to assassinate other officers of the Federal Government at Washington City, and their aiders and abettors are subject to the jurisdiction of, and lawfully triable before a Military Commission. It is ordered 1st That the Assistant Adjutant General detail nine competent military officers to serve as Commission for the trial of said parties, and that the Judge Advocate General proceed to prefer charges against said parties for their alleged offences, and bring them to trial before said military commission; that said trial, or trials3 be conducted by the said Judge Advocate General, and as recorder thereof, in person, aided by such assistants, or Special Judge Advocates as he may designate, and that said trial be conducted with all diligence consistent with the ends of justice, the said Commission to sit without regard to hours.

2nd That Brevet Major General Hartranft be assigned to duty as Special Provost Marshal General for the purposes of said trial and attendance upon said commission and the execution of its mandates.

3rd That the said commission establish such order, or rules of proceeding as may avoid unnecessary delay, and conduce to the ends of public justice.


Andrew Johnson



1 The original draft of this executive order is on War Department stationery in the handwriting of Secretary of War Stanton.

2 “War Department” is scratched out on the printed letterhead and is replaced with the words “Executive Chamber” in Stanton’s handwriting.

3 Several alterations appear in the original handwritten draft including the addition of the words “or trials” after the word “trial,” suggesting that Stanton anticipated other tribunals perhaps for John Surratt and Jefferson Davis.
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Special Orders, No. 216 (Extract)

91. Brevet Brigadier General Cyrus B. Comstock, US Volunteers, and Brevet Colonel Horace Porter, aide-de-camp, are hereby relieved from duty as members of the Military Commission appointed in Special Orders No. 211, Paragraph 4 dated War Department, Adjutant General’s Office, Washington, may 6, 1865, and Brevet Brigadier General James A. Ekin, US Volunteers and Brevet Colonel C. H. Tompkins, US Army are detailed in their places respectively.

The Commission will be composed as follows:

Major-General David Hunter, US Volunteers

Major General Lewis Wallace, US Volunteers

Brevet Major General August V. Kautz, US Volunteers

Brigadier General Albion P. Howe, US Volunteers

Brigadier General Robert S. Foster, US Volunteers

Brevet Brigadier General James A. Ekin, US Volunteers

Brigadier General T. M. Harris, US Volunteers

Brevet Colonel C. H. Tompkins, US Army

Lieutenant Colonel David R. Clendenin, Eighth Illinois cavalry

Brigadier General Joseph Holt, Judge Advocate and Recorder

By order of the President of the United States

(signed) E. D. Townsend


Assistant Adjutant General


		(7:532–37)


F-98

Pardon of Dr. Mudd 1869


Andrew Johnson

President of the United States of America

To all to whom these presents shall come, greetings.

Whereas, on the twenty ninth day of June, in the year 1865, Dr. Samuel A. Mudd was by the judgment of a Military Commission, convened and holden at the City of Washington, in part convicted and in part acquitted of the specification wherein he was inculpated in the charge of the trial of which said Military Commission was so convened and held, and which specification in its principal allegation against him, was and is in the words and figures following, to wit: “And in further prosecution of said conspiracy, the said Samuel A. Mudd did, at Washington City, and within the Military Department and military lines aforesaid, on or before the sixth day of March, A.D. 1865, and on divers other days and times between that day and the twentieth day of April, A.D. 1865, advise, encourage, receive, entertain, harbor and conceal aid and assist the said John Wilkes Booth, David Herold, Lewis Payne, John H. Surratt, Michael O’Laughlin, George A. Atzerodt, Mary E. Surratt, and Samuel Arnold, and their confederates, with knowledge of the murderous and traitorous conspiracy aforesaid and with intent to aid, abet, and assist them in the execution thereof, and in escaping from justice after the murder of the said Abraham Lincoln, in pursuance of said conspiracy, in manner aforesaid.”

And, whereas upon a consideration and examination of the record of said trial and conviction and of the evidence given at said trial, I am satisfied that the guilt found by the said judgment against the said Samuel A. Mudd was of the receiving, entertaining, harboring and concealing John Wilkes Booth and David E. Herold, with the intent to aid, abet and assist them in escape from justice after the assassination of the late President of the United States, and not of any other or greater participation or complicity in said abominable crime.

And whereas it is represented to me by intelligent and respectable members of the medical profession, that the circumstances of the surgical aid to the escaping assassin and of the imputed concealment of his flight are deserving of a lenient construction as within the obligations of professional duty, and thus inadequate evidence of a guilty sympathy with the crime or the criminal.

And whereas in other respects the evidence imputing such guilty sympathy or purpose of aid in defeat of justice, leaves room for uncertainty as to the true measure and nature of the complicity of the said Samuel A. Mudd in the attempted escape of said assassins; And whereas the sentence imposed by said Military Commission upon the said Samuel A. Mudd was that he be imprisoned at hard labor for life, and the confinement under such sentence was directed be had in the Military Prison at Dry Tortugas, Florida, and the said prisoner has been hitherto, and now is, suffering the infliction of such sentence.

And whereas, upon occasion of the prevalence of yellow fever at that military station, and the death that pestilence of the medical officer of the post, the said Samuel A. Mudd devoted himself to the care and the cure of the sick, and interposed his courage and his skill to save the garrison, otherwise without adequate medical aid, from peril and alarm, and thus, as the officers and men unite in testifying, saved many valuable lives and earned the admiration and the gratitude of all who observed or experienced his generous and faithful service to humanity.

And whereas, the surviving families and friends of the surgeon and other officers who were the victims of pestilence, earnestly present their dying testimony to the conspicuous merit of Dr. Mudd’s conduct and their own sense of obligation to him and Lieut. Zabriskie, and two hundred and ninety-nine noncommissioned officers and privates stationed at the Dry Tortugas have united in presenting to my attention the praiseworthy action of the prisoner and in petitioning for his pardon.

And whereas, the Medical Society of Harford County, Maryland, of which he was an Associate, have petitioned for his pardon, and thirty-nine members of the Senate and House of Representatives of the Congress of the United States have also requested his pardon.

Now therefore, be it known that I, Andrew Johnson, President of the United States of America, in consideration of the premises, divers other good and sufficient reasons me thereunto moving, do hereby grant to the said Dr. Samuel A. Mudd, a full and unconditional pardon.

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto signed my name and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed.

Done at the City of Washington, This eighth day of February, A.D. 1869, and of the Independence of the United States the Ninety third.


Andrew Johnson


By the President

William H. Seward


Secretary of State


Official copy

E. D. Townsend,

Asst. Adjt. General


		(7:603–5)


F-106

To Major General W. S. Hancock, United States Volunteers, commanding the Middle Military Division, Washington DC.

Whereas, by the Military Commission appointed in paragraph 4, Special Orders No. 211, dated War Department, Adjutant Generals Office, Washington, May 6, 1865, and of which Major General David Hunter, United States Volunteers, was President, the following persons were tried, and after mature consideration of evidence adduced in their cases, were found and sentenced as hereinafter stated as follows; (Here follow the findings and sentences in the cases of David E. Herold, George A. Atzerodt, Lewis Payne, and Mary E. Surratt) And whereas, the President of the United States has approved the foregoing sentences in the following order, to wit: Executive Mansion, July 5, 1865

The foregoing sentences in cases of David E. Herold, G. A. Atzerodt, Lewis Payne, and Mary E. Surratt, are hereby approved; and it is ordered that the sentences in the cases of David E. Herold, G. A. Atzerodt, Lewis Payne, and Mary E. Surratt, be carried into execution by the proper military authority, under the direction of the Secretary of War, on the 7th day of July, 1865, between the hours of 10 o’clock, AM and 2 o’clock PM of that day.1

(signed) Andrew Johnson


President

Therefore, you are hereby commanded to cause the foregoing sentences in the cases of David E. Herold, G. A. Atzerodt, Lewis Payne, and Mary E. Surratt, to be duly executed in accordance with the President’s order.

By command of the President of the United States

E. D. Townsend


Assistant Adjutant General



1 The executions were carried out at 1:21 P.M. on the afternoon of July 7, 1865.
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“B” 101 (JAO) 1865

Envelope: Original address J. Wilkes Booth Esq., Care of Edwin Booth New York, Winter Garden, Washington DC Ford’s Theater.

Postmark unreadable.

St. Louis, Mo.

February 18th 1865

My Dear Booth:1

I am long since indebted to you a letter and had I have known your whereabouts it should have been answered many months ago, but I go on the principle “better late than never” and therefore write you.

I may be vain in presuming that our brief Memphis acquaintance has made us friends, but on my part it has. We met that day, when I was plunged into the deepest grief from the loss of a dear friend. I had attempted to drown my sad thoughts in the cup to no avail, when on the “Hillman” I came across you. Your thoughts were so fresh and original and your heart seemed to commune with my own. I forgot half of my sorrows and learned to regard you as a friend. Since that time it has to not been our lot to work again, but hope we soon may. I learn from Ben DeBar that you are probably in New York and in hopes that this may reach you there, I now write.

Well how does the world use you and have you struck “ile”? If I were talking to you instead of writing, I might read the “riot act” to you for the manner which you have acted this winter, in not giving us western folks an opportunity of seeing you on our grounds. In fact I have heard nothing from you since you left the St. Charles2 in March or April, except your appearance with Ed & J. B. in Julius Caesar at the Winter Gardens last fall. Now why is this? You have too fine a reputation in this part of the country to let a winter pass away without giving us a call, and I am in hopes we may yet see you before the season closes.

As to myself, I have left the southern country entirely having wound up my business at Memphis with the departing year 64, and am at present with my brother reading law, whether I will continue at that or branch out into business again I cannot say, although I am sure of success in law and I may follow it, but I may be boring you with too long an epistle after a silence of nearly a year. Let me hear from you and I will give you an answer at length. By the way, send me another of your photographs with your autograph on it. The one you sent me from New Orleans was disposed of rather strangely. A young lady of rare accomplishments and talent asked me for it. I refused the gift. She insisted and I proposed to get her a fine picture of you, but she wanted the one with your autograph. She had seen you frequently and was determined to have it. After much persuasion, I concluded to let her have it intending to write to you for another. I gave it to her with the promise that when you visited this city I would take you to call on her. Today she sleeps in Bellefontaine Cemetery having died shortly after I gave her the picture. When I visit her family and see her album I see the name of J. Wilkes Booth written at the bottom of your photograph and think of the unfulfilled promise that she should know you. Your picture will always remain in the album as the touch she gave it in placing it there is now considered sacred. She was a woman of rare and beautiful excellence. But enough. Write me, Booth, and I will always answer, direct to me care Hon. C. P. Johnson.

Your Sincere Friend,

R. M. Johnson



1 Letter found among Booth’s papers in his room at the National Hotel in Washington.

2 The St. Charles Theatre was located in New Orleans and was one of the theaters where Junius Booth Sr. and John Wilkes Booth performed.
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Card to J. W. Booth from John Johnston1

To: John Wilkes Booth

Compliments of John R. Johnston


Indy Chic Hang


Sunday Mon



1 Found among Booth’s papers in his room at the National Hotel in Washington.
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Jollup, Capt. O. Patrick

South Branch Bridge, May 10th 1865

Maj. H. C. Myers

Prov. M. G.

Cumberland Md.

Major,

Simon D. Taylor, a paroled prisoner was up to see you in order to take the amnesty oath. You not being at home he could get no person to administer it to him. Will you please inform me what day you will allow him to come up to see you.

Respectfully yours etc.

Lon. F. McAlear

Please direct, care

Capt. O. Patrick Jollup, Co. C. 14th WVA, South Branch, B.
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Office Commissioner of Enrollment Dist. Of Columbia

Washington May 22nd 1865

Maj. James R. O’Beirne


Acting Provost Marshal


District of Columbia

Major,

In compliance with your request I have the honor to make herewith a statement of the result of my examination of B. F. Ficklin, together with irresistible impressions formed upon my mind during the conducting of that examination.

On Tuesday, 16th inst. I had the prisoner B. F. Ficklin brought into my private office and with the assistance of Phonographic reporter Kingsley, proceeded to examine him with a view to warrant the suspicions in implicating said Ficklin in the conspiracy which was to crush by assassination the distinguished heads of our National Government. I found the prisoner very reticent, not to say moody and sullen, occasionally giving answers freely to questions, but only to such as were unimportant and non compromising; his statement however discloses the fact that Ficklin has been engaged for the past three years in running the blockade with cotton which was carried to Europe via Wilmington NC and returning with stores for the rebels. At sundry times, he was engaged, by the Rebel Government, in the purchase of stationery in Europe for the Rebel Treasury & I think State Department. During the last year he met a certain Gen’l. Singleton in Richmond (whom he avers to have met in the west once before) & with whom he had some conversation respecting Treasury permits to bring cotton from the states in rebellion and to Gen. Singleton he communicated his intention of returning very shortly after the interview to the loyal states for the purpose of obtaining from the Treasury a permit to bring cotton through without taking the oath of allegiance. Ficklin declined to answer any question as to Gen. Singleton’s having any interest either directly or indirectly in the matter. This declension on his part argues to me from knowledge of the man that Gen. Singleton had an interest in this and perhaps all the cotton etc. which was intended to be brought through the lines on Treasury permits. However this may be, Ficklin shortly afterwards came through our lines clandestinely from the Rebel States and forthwith proceeded to the residence of Gen. Singleton through whom he expected to obtain permission to bring his cotton (as well as some ostensibly belonging to Mrs. Helm, a sister-in-law of the late President Lincoln) from the rebel states. General Singleton then went with Ficklin to the residence of ex-Senator Browning of Illinois when a programme was devised by which this cotton could be gotten through. Singleton and Browning then waited upon the President. This was on the evening of the 14th ultimo. President Lincoln, being engaged in preparations to attend the performances at Ford’s Theater, promised to consummate the matter at 8 o’clock on the morning of the 15th inst. by giving the necessary permits etc. The events of that night are too vivid and familiar in our memory not to see how their matter was thwarted and consequently this grand cotton speculation fell to the ground. It is very plain to my mind (although I have no positive evidence on which to predicate my impressions except from my natural perception and the evasive and non-committal manner of the prisoner) that this party Browning, Singleton & Ficklin had embarked in an immense cotton speculation by which the country was to be humiliated by concession to rebels in arms for the aggrandizement of a party two of whom had given it but truckling support in the maintenance of its life and integrity and the other the malignant resistance of an uncompromising rebel; The whole to be consummated over the head and ostensibly for the benefit of this Mrs. Helm, sister-in-law of the late President Lincoln.

It was only frustrated by the lamentable death of the President.


Very Respectfully


Your Obedient Servant

H. Alex Jones


Commissioner of Board of Enrollment

Dist. Of Columbia
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Affidavits

Washington City, May 10, 1865

R. R. Jones, Bookkeeper at the “Kirkwood House” says:

That Atzerodt must have come to the house before 8 o’clock A.M. April 14th (Friday); thinks so because the night clerk was on duty.1 He goes off about 8 or before 9 o’clock. He is not now in, but will be at 11 o’clock.

Atzerodt had no baggage and therefore paid one-day board in advance. He signed the register in his own handwriting & “Charles County”. No one about the hotel recollects his being at breakfast.

I think I saw him next, which was between 12 & 1 o’clock. He came up and pointing to his name on the books, asked if anyone had called to see him. I told him no, or not since I had been in. He hesitated a moment and then said that if anyone came he would be back in fifteen minutes and wished them to wait for him.

As he turned to go away, a young man came up. He was dressed in light clothes; apparently a German. Did not seem to be more than 17 or 18 years old; was dirty, rough looking, like a grocery clerk. He said how do you do to Atzerodt, who replied, “I was just going away”. I supposed he was the person Atzerodt was expecting. They walked away together and I saw no more of him. I observed him for the reason that we do not generally room anyone on the 2nd floor unless they are customers of the house. By the 2nd floor, I mean the 2nd above the office. His room (No. 126) was on the floor above President Johnson’s, but the room is not immediately over Mr. Johnson’s.

I think I took the card left for President Johnson by Booth, but am not positive. I did however give the card to Col. Browning. Can’t be positive as to the time when the card was left, but it must have been as late as two or three o’clock in the afternoon of Friday.1

Think Col. Browning got the card in the evening, perhaps as early as six or seven o’clock. I don’t know whether Atzerodt asked anything about Mr. Johnson or his room, but some person, a tall, rough looking man, one that looked like a carpenter, did ask if Mr. Johnson roomed here and was in? He was very tall, had on a black slouch hat and I think a light colored coat. He was a light complexioned man, without beard. He asked in a rough way. I answered him rather shortly, because I judged from his appearance that he had no business with Mr. Johnson. I told him he was not in.

I have an indistinct impression that he asked the number of Mr. Johnson’s room, but I cannot be positive. I do know, however, that some one did ask the number of Mr. Johnson’s room and think he was the man. I did not see Booth or Herold in the house that day. I think Mr. Spencer gave Atzerodt the key of his room about four or five o’clock. Specer is an assistant in the house. He is not in right now. The key was taken away and never brought back. Captain Gregory, at Farrell’s Store, had room No. 127, says he heard two persons talking in that room (126) about 9 o’clock of Friday night, April 14th.

Taken by me May 10th 1865 at 9 ½ o’clock.


James Kipp

The night clerk at the “Kirkwood House” says:

He gave the room referred to above, to Atzerodt at half past seven or eight, on Friday morning. Atzerodt said I have no baggage and better pay one day in advance. He did so. He did not go to his room, nor go to breakfast. He asked no questions.

Mrs. Jones

Wife of R. R. Jones, at “Kirkwood” says:

That a little after 10 o’clock, of Friday night, she heard a person running rapidly past her room in the direction of Atzerodt’s room. He tried to open the door of three different rooms or at three different times and not succeeding in opening the room he came back on a run and went downstairs.

H. H. Wells

Col. & Pro M. Gen.

Def. S of P.



1 Booth had Atzerodt rent a room at the Kirkwood House, where Vice President Andrew Johnson was staying, sometime before 8:00 A.M. on Friday, April 14. It appears that Booth was already putting his plan into effect early that morning or even the night before.

1 The “card” Jones refers to is a small card on which Booth had written “Don’t wish to disturb you; are you at home? J. Wilkes Booth.”
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Statement of S. P. Jones, (blind)

May 4, 1865

S. P. Jones (blind) states as follows:

For two years after the rebellion broke out I was in Richmond, Virginia. Was acquainted with General Roger A. Pryor of Petersburg & an officer named Jackson; I think on the staff of Stonewall Jackson, also with Huger, a son of Gen. Huger, & a Provost Marshal in the defense by the name of Allen in Richmond; also with Gen. Winder. I understand that a person supposed to be Lieut. Minn, but denying that that is his name, is in custody here. I know him & think if I could see him, I should recognize him. When Jackson made his raid into Maryland, the rebel authorities, wishing all their available force in the field, were placing citizens in the hospitals to take care of the sick, & were going to put me in also, thinking I feigned blindness at first; but when I proved to them that I was blind, claiming that I could at least wait on the sick; the danger of which I pointed out to them by saying that I might administer poison for medicine without knowing it; so they did not have me go into the hospital. I am a northern man. I was born in Massachusetts; and when I came from Richmond, suffered considerable abuse from the people on account of my “Yankee talk” as they termed it.

When I got to Washington I stopped at a boarding house at 554 Pa. Avenue; a very strongly secession place. The name of the woman who keeps it is Forbes. There were over a hundred boarding there, & only 6 were union. The maiden name of Mrs. Forbes was Cross. Her mother lives in Baltimore. This was from February till August 1863. She often used to go up to Baltimore on the plea of purchasing vegetables & eatables.

The day I went up to the National Hotel with a brother of Mrs. Forbes who boarded at the house, we were talking of the North & the South and he said that “Lincoln was nothing more than a woolly headed nigger; and that if he did not mind himself he would find himself missing some night”. He called me all sorts of names when I upheld the cause of the Union. He said that Jeff Davis bore the true flag, and various other things in favor of the South. I told him in reply that I wished the rebels would take the capitol, that I thought the original people here would be satisfied & that its effect would be to arouse the whole North to retake the Capitol; and that if he didn’t be careful as to what he said, I would report him. He told me I could report & be damned; that he was not afraid of any such men, using a great many oaths, as they were down here. I asked him if he ever took the oath. He said he had not, but he would as lief take it. Said I, “Then you are willing to keep it?” “No sir,” said he, “I don’t care anything about it; I would just as lief take it before breakfast, and throw it up after breakfast, & take it again at dinner.”

He also said, “I bet Abe Lincoln don’t live out half his days.”

In Richmond I used to hear from private individuals who were secessionists such offers as this. At one time I heard a man named Turpin say that he would give $10,000 out of his own pocket for the head of Abraham Lincoln, dead or alive, to be put with the Confederate Prize; for there were Confederate prizes offered to anyone that would dare to go to Washington to murder him. It seems to me that Jeff Davis is at the bottom of this as the President of the Confederacy. Among the secesh it was the common talk that there was a secret prize offered for the murder of Mr. Lincoln and Union people got hold of it by pretending to be secesh.

I knew a brother of this Henry Cross named Dick Cross (or Richard; we called him Dick). One day I was walking up the street with him. My brother & I kept a cigar store here. I wanted him to put up some shelves for me. I asked him when he was going to do it. “Well”, said he, “I don’t know. There is trouble on hand.” (It was just before the riots in New York), said he “The draft in New York will never take place; I know the leaders of the movement; it will never take place. The people will rise. I am well posted” said he, “you don’t think I know anything about these things; you pretend, you damned Yankee, that I there don’t know anything about what is going on in this government, but I can tell you one thing that I do know; Lee and his army are across the Potomac.” This was just after the battle of Gettysburg & our forces were in pursuit. The next day the papers contained an announcement of the fact they had crossed. That was proof, I thought, that he had information from secret sources.

I am confident that there was a line of communication with the South extending from 554 Pennsylvania Avenue through Baltimore and also by way of Port Tobacco.

Mrs. Forbes never had much to say herself about disunion, but seemed to leave the conversation pretty much to her daughters and others while she listened. She used to be going back & forth, to & from Baltimore. I thought pretty often to supply a boarding house with provisions.

One day there was a woman there, sitting at table, when I came home, telling Mrs. Forbes some news she had heard the day before; and learned from their talk that there was a line of communication with the rebellion down the Potomac River and across into Virginia, & also by way of Baltimore. I came up to the Provost Marshals Office & reported; but there has never been anything done about it that I know of.

I went north last summer by reason of sunstroke; and have but just recovered sufficiently to return, & am now anxious of going to Richmond.

Dick Cross was stage carpenter at one of the theaters here at one time. I don’t know which one.

On the occasion of the marriage of one of the daughters (Eliza) this toast was drank “To the health of Jeff Davis and the Southern Confederacy and that the life of Abe Lincoln may be short”. My informant was one James McWilliams, a printer or press man in Philadelphia, a good Union man.

Capt. Huger once wanted me to go into McClellan’s army as a spy, thinking I would be less liable to suspicion on account of my blindness; but I declined.

This Turpin who told me he would give $10,000 (dollars) for the head of Mr. Lincoln, kept a store on Main Street between 17th and 15th-16th not coming through.

There is another man by the name of Tom Brown; a fishmonger

I can be heard of at 360 D Street. I think it is, at the house of Anthony, between 9th & 10th.
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West Troy

April 20, 1865

Hon. E. M. Stanton

Sec. of War

Sir,

From information in my possession I believe J. W. Booth to be secreted in the city of Chicago, Ill. in Tenth Avenue No. 16 in a house of ill fame. He is disguised as a female, so my informant told says. I have not much faith in the assertion but ^as^ any no means should be left untried for the apprehension of the assassin. I think it my duty to send this to you. You can use this information as you ^may^ deem see fit. Hoping this may be the means of causing the arrest of the assassin I remain Yours,

Silas L. Jones
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Envelope to: Hon W. Hunter, Acting Secretary of State, Washington

Postmark: Hartford Con. April 23rd 1865

recd. April 26th 1865

Hartford Conn., April 23rd, 1865

Hon. W. Hunter Washington, DC

Sir,

Your letter of the 20th was Rec’d last night. I hasten to reply & give you all the information I can. Do not know the name of the young man, but will immediately take measures to ascertain, which I have no doubt I can do. He is a coachman & has been driving carriage in New York the past winter. I was riding with him from Bloomhukt to this city when he told me the following; will give it in his own language as near as possible. He says, “they have been trying for it a good while”. I was in a music Hall (I think he said some months ago; last fall, or winter) where I saw 2 men sitting together & saying that a couple of Laura Keene’s men were laying for Abe & were bound to finish in the year. I laid it up & afterwards heard others talking about it in a hotel & they said these fellows were dangerous & ought to be arrested. Heard considerable said about it about that time & finally it dropped & I heard no more until now they’ve shot him. The two plotters, he said were Geo. Thompson & J. Wilkes Booth & he (my informant) knew them both. Thompson sought revenge for the death of his brother who was a Union Soldier captured by the enemy & paroled and after returning North, tried to get rid of returning to our service & swore he would not; whereupon he was arrested & imprisoned at Washington, and died in prison. Thompson said that Abe Lincoln had killed his brother & he would have his life for it. The plotters intended that he should not be inaugurated the 2nd time & tried to get him out at the Theater (& think he said other places) before the 4th of March & have made several attempts at his life before & since then. My informant thinks that the two men had altered their appearance to deceive people & that it was Thompson who shot the President, but in this he is probably mistaken, though possibly not; It is evident that they considered Lincoln & Seward, one & the same & were determined to kill both. This coachman used to drive a milk cart here, & I placed some reliance on what he told me, as he appeared quite candid & honest, but did not seem to realize that he had any duty to perform, but it looked to me like evidence that ought not to be lost, could certainly do no harm & might lead to desirable results. Will learn his name & write you again at the earliest possible moment. I shall cheerfully render all the assistance in my power and, hoping the unnatural villain will eventually be brought to justice, I remain,

Very Respectfully,

Your obt. Servt.

Wm. O. Summers Jr.
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Justice

Envelope: Address Hon. Joseph Holt, Judge Advocate, Washington, DC

Postmark: St. Louis, May 30

May the 29th 1865

Will Judge Holt, allow one who knows to suggest looking after a certain Doctor Montrose A. Pallen who left St. Louis at the beginning of the war and left Richmond and proceeded to Canada by way of Nassau and was hand and glove with Thompson, Sanders and Co. at time of the conspiracy to let loose the prisoners on Johnson’s Island.1 He was in New York in March and spent a fortnight by permission of General Dix and then returned to Montreal. He is an unprincipled fellow & probably is mixed up in the present conspiracy.


Justice



1 The Confederate underground organization in Canada contrived a plan to free the prisoners held at the Johnson’s Island prison camp off of Sandusky, Ohio, in November 1864. The plan was aborted, however, when Union forces learned of the plan and arrested its leader.



K


	ANDREW KALDENBACH [KALLENBACH]	(5:138–40, DW, Surratt, Poore III:388, Pitman 127; PW, Poore, June 13 testimony missing, Pitman 141)


“K” R.B. (JAO) P57 1865


Andrew Kaldenbach

Andrew Kaldenbach; near Surrattsville, Prince Georges Co. Md. Knows Booth. John C. Jenkins,1 about 1-½ miles this side of Surrattsville is a brother of Mrs. Surratt. Yesterday he came from Washington with officer Cottingham. He had pretty near found out I had been telling lies about him & if he found out it was so he would whip me certain. If any person would give any evidence against him or any of his family in regard to assassination of Prest. Lincoln he would whip or kill them certain. About three weeks previous to this He also abused me because I was then with an officer who came after me as a witness in the case of the assassination. About two or three weeks previous to this, I had been sent for to Washington as a witness & before leaving I saw him. He knew I had been sent for as a witness. He said if anybody swears against him in relation to the assassination they must swear strong enough to hang him for I will kill them if I ever get off.


Andrew Kaldenbach


Subscribed and sworn to before

me at Washington May 18, 1865

H. H. Wells

Col. & Pro. Marshal



1 John Zadock Jenkins, Mary Surratt’s older brother.
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Kelly, Wm. N.

Washington, DC, June 7, 1865

Colonel,

I would report that when I left New York City on Tuesday, April 25 the Supt. of Police told me and Mr. Clarvoe by all means to bring back Mr. Wiechmann and Mr. Holohan to the states.1 I never for a moment hinted to Mr. Wiechmann that he was arrested and I would state that he did not wish to return to the United States until he found John H. Surratt; that he said he knew that from circumstances that he was going to be locked up when he returned; that he did not care what became of him; that he would make a full statement concerning these parties, and that he was disposed to suffer anything to assist the government; that he stated to me that he could identify the handwriting of John H. Surratt.

For the truth of the above statement, I herewith pledge my sacred honor and word and I am willing to swear to it at any time.

Very Resp.

Wm. N. Kelly


Detective police

No. 483 10th St.

I am willing to corroborate the above statement in several particulars.

D. R. P. Bigley

Det. Met. Police

483 10th St.



1 Louis Wiechmann, John Holohan, and James A. McDevitt had traveled to Canada in search of John Surratt, who successfully avoided capture and eventually fled to Italy.
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Kenly, John R.

Brig. Gen. Comdg.

Endorsements:

Headquarters Middle Department Eighth Army Corps Baltimore, April 22nd. Respectfully referred to Lt. Col. Wooley, P.M. The scoundrel will be reported to him in irons. When he arrives report to Hd Quarters. Keep this paper carefully. By command of Major General Wallace. Geo. H. Hooker, Asst. Adj. Gen.

Headquarters Middle Department Eighth Army Corps Office Provost Marshal, Baltimore, April 24th Respectfully forwarded to Dept. Hdqrs with the information that Chas. Lee alias Charles Letz is now in my custody and closely confined at city jail. Would it not be proper to send this man to Washington? John Wooley.

Headquarters Middle Department Eighth Army Corps Baltimore, April 25th Respectfully returned to Lieut. Colonel Wooley, P.M. 8th A. C., who will send this man in irons and closely guarded to the Old Capitol Prison at Washington at once, and send there papers by the officer in charge to be delivered to Brig. Gen. Hardie, I. G. at the War Department after he has delivered and obtained a receipt of the prisoner. By command of Major General Wallace, Samuel. B. Saumce Headquarters Middle Department Eighth Army Corps Baltimore, Office of Provost Marshal April 26th Respectfully forwarded to Brig. Gen. Hardie, Insp. Gen. War Dept. in compliance with instructions of Maj. Gen. Wallace. Prisoner forwarded to Old Capitol Prison in charge of Major Witmeyer A. P. M. 8th A. C. Hdqrs Dist. of Del. and E. Shore of Md.

Wilmington April 18th 1865

Colonel,

I have the honor to forward a report from Capt. Thos. M. Wenie, Mil. Pro. Mar. of this District, of the arrest of a man named Charles Lee, alias Letz who in the presence of several respectable citizens stated among other things, “that he knew President Lincoln would be killed and that Booth had told him so four weeks ago on Arlington Heights”.

The prisoner is in close confinement here and I would send him at once to the Provost Marshal of the Corps but that you might deem it better to cause him to be examined at Wilmington before taking other steps in relation to him.


Very Respectfully

Your Obt. Servt.

John R. Kenly

Maj. Gen. Comdg.

Lieut. Col. S. B. Lawrence

A. A. Gen.

Mid Dept. 8th A. C.


Baltimore
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Department of State

Washington 6 May, 1865

The Honorable Edwin M. Stanton


Secretary of War

Sir,

I have the honor to enclose for your information a copy of a letter of the 4th instant from John A. Kennedy Esquire, Superintendent of the Metropolitan Police, New York, relative to the Payne family.1

I have the honor to be Sir,


Your obedient servant

W. Hunter

Asst. Secretary

Office of the Superintendent of the Metropolitan Police, 300 Mulberry Street, New York, May 4th 1865

Hon. Wm. Hunter


Acting Secretary of State


Washington DC

Sir,

In addition to the telegram sent you today in reply to your inquiry concerning the Payne family, I deem it proper to send this note.

George Payne & Juliann, his wife, formerly lived on a farm four miles from Uniontown, Union County, Ky. where all his children were born. He has since removed to Buenos Aires, S. A. with a portion of his family, namely his sons John Ashley, aged 29 years, Henry Clay aged 27 years, & Robert Sugg Payne aged 20 years, and his daughters Sarah C. Payne, aged 24 years, Mary E. now wife of Ralph Richardson, aged 22 years, and Julia Payne, aged 16 years.

The other children are as follows; Stirburg D. Payne, aged 34 years, 5 ft 10 in, 200 lbs. weight, dark hair and eyes, lives at Montreal, Can. Wm. J. Payne, age 36 years, 5 ft. 10 in, 170 lbs. weight, light hair, brown eyes, lives at Henderson, Ky. George B. Payne, age 39 years, 6 ft. ½ in. 165 lb. Weight, dark hair and eyes, lives at Henderson Ky. Hezekiah Payne, aged 31 years, 5 ft. 11 ½ in. 154 lbs. weight, dark hair, gray eyes, is now in custody at Saint Albans Vermont.

George B. is in custody at these Headquarters, under an order of Gen. Dix, of March 7th 1865.


Very Respectfully

Yours etc.

John A. Kennedy

Super.



1 Because the government believed that Lewis Powell’s name was Payne, it sought information on other persons named Payne in the belief that several brothers may have been involved in a wider conspiracy. The government did not learn Powell’s real name until late May 1865.
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John A. Kennedy

Letterhead: Office of the Superintendent of the Metropolitan Police, 300

Mulberry Street, New York, April 21st, 1865

Col. John A. Foster

Judge Advocate Gen.

Washington, DC

Sir,

Your telegram in cipher reached me at 6 o’clock PM yesterday, when I immediately commenced inquiry for “Etta”.1 After eighteen hours constant search, am only able to report that no such personality has had existence in this city. Every public and private house of prostitution of a class such as Booth could visit has been thoroughly overhauled; from which it appears that, although a frequent visitor of many of them, at but one was he regarded as a lover; that of Sally Andrews, No 67 West 25th Street. And in this case, he was lover of the landlady. One other person was found, between whom and him a close intimacy had existed, but had been broken off by himself, as she admitted that she had, to a very recent period, endeavored to draw him back to her. This person is Anne Horton, No. 3 Clark Street. This woman has undoubtedly had promises for the future from Booth, and seems to be attached to him, but has not seen him within three months or more. Both her and Sally Andrews being landladies, they do not meet the case of “Etta”. The name of “Etta” is unknown among the sisterhood.

I took possession of the books of the New York Hotel last evening, on receipt of the dispatch; and a careful examination shows no woman, or woman & maid had been received in the house since 1st inst. Except such as came with other company, or that were well accounted for; nor was any such person or persons in the house on 13th instant, who had remained there from before the first of the month.

I can find no case where a boarder has had a misunderstanding with her landlady, and left in consequence, recently.

From all which, and from the fact that I ^have^ received no reply to ^the^ inquiry made last night concerning the postal date and the envelope, that the letter is a wicked hoax; got up to distract the attention of the officers from points where their service would be useful.

Several such have been brought to me, by parties who have found them lying around.

Should anything, however, be discovered of “Etta”, I will act, and although I have no hope I shall continue the search.

Very Respectfully Yours,

John A. Kennedy,


Superintendent

PS Since writing the above, now 1:30 PM, I receive your dispatch of today. This is nearly conclusive that the whole thing is a sell. A letter written Thursday 13th, not posted until Wednesday 19th tells its own story, especially when the tenor of it, and other circumstances have already made it fishy. J. A. K.



1 “Etta’s” letter to Booth (see Etta 3:618–20). Foster telegraphed New York police superintendent John A. Kennedy, who initiated a search of all of the brothels in New York known to be visited by Booth but failed to find anyone named Etta.
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John A. Kennedy

Letterhead: Office of the Superintendent of the Metropolitan Police, 300

Mulberry Street, New York, April 21st, 1865

Col. John A. Foster

Judge Advocate Gen.

Washington, DC

Sir,

Your telegram in cipher reached me at 6 o’clock PM yesterday, when I immediately commenced inquiry for “Etta”. After eighteen hours constant search, am only able to report that no such personality has had existence in this city. Every public and private house of prostitution of a class such as Booth could visit has been thoroughly overhauled; from which it appears that, although a frequent visitor of many of them, at but one was he regarded as a lover; that of Sally Andrews, No 67 West 25th Street. And in this case, he was lover of the landlady. One other person was found, between whom and him a close intimacy had existed, but had been broken off by himself, as she admitted that she had, to a very recent period, endeavored to draw him back to her. This person is Anne Horton, No. 3 Clark Street. This woman has undoubtedly had promises for the future from Booth, and seemed to be attached to him, but has not seen him within three months or more. Both her and Sally Andrews being landladies, they do not meet the case of “Etta”. The name of “Etta” is unknown among the sisterhood.

I took possession of the books of the New York Hotel last evening, on receipt of the dispatch; and a careful examination shows no woman, or woman & maid had been received in the house since 1st inst. Except such as came with other company, or that were well accounted for; nor was any such person or persons in the house on 13th instant, who had remained there from before the first of the month.

I can find no case where a boarder has had a misunderstanding with her landlady, and left in consequence, recently.

From all which, and from the fact that I have received no reply to the inquiry made last night concerning the postal date and the envelope, that the letter is a wicked hoax; got up to distract the attention of the officers from points where their service would be useful.1

Several such have been brought to me, by parties who have found them lying around.

Should anything, however, be discovered of “Etta”, I will act, and although I have no hope I shall continue the search.

Very Respectfully Yours,

John A. Kennedy,


Superintendent

PS Since writing the above, now 1:30 PM, I receive yours of today. This is nearly conclusive that the whole thing is a sell. A letter written Thursday 13th, not posted until Wednesday 19th tells its own story, especially when the tenor of it, and other circumstances have already made it fishy. J. A. K.



1 Kennedy concludes that the letter is a “hoax.”
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Kennedy, John D.

Letterhead: United States Military Telegraph, War Department, Rcd 10 AM in Cipher


New York City

April 21st 1865

Col. John A. Foster

Judge Advocate Gen.

What was the date of postmark on “Etta’s” letter? Was it in a hotel envelope? If so what one?2


Telegraph reply immediately

John A. Kennedy



2 Date of letter is April 13, 1865.


	ROBERT COBB KENNEDY1	(2:474–78 and 3:32–36)


[The following was a pamphlet.]

THE CONFESSION OF ROBERT COBB KENNEDY, THE REBEL INCENDIARY

Fort Lafayette March 25, 1865—6 A.M.

Major General Dix, Headquarters Department of the East, New York.

Fort Lafayette March 25, 1865—6 A.M.

Sir: I have the honor to report that last night, about half-after ten o’clock, I visited Kennedy, taking with me Mr. Howard,2 of the New York Times. After some conversation relative to the matter for which he has been sentenced, he made the following confession. Requested that I would make no use of his confession to his detriment in case a respite of reprieve should be received.

I have the honor to remain, respectfully,

Your obedient servant,


Martin Burke


Lieutienant Colonel Commanding

Confession of Robert C. Kennedy:

After my escape from Johnson’s Island,3 I went to Canada, where I met a number of Confederates. They asked me “if I was willing to go on an expedition.” I replied, “Yes, if it is in the service of my country.” They said, “It is all right,” but gave no intimation of its nature, nor did I ask for any. I was then sent to New York, where I staid some time. There were eight men in our party, of whom two fled to Canada. After we had been in New York three weeks, we were told that the object of the expedition was to retaliate on the North for the atrocities in the Shenandoah Valley. It was designed to set fire to the city on the night of the Presidential election; but the phosphorus was not ready, and it was put off until the 25th of November. I was stopping at the Belmont House, but moved into Prince Street. I set fire to four places, Barnum’s Museum, Lovejoy’s Hotel, Tammany Hotel, and the New England House. The others only started fires in the house where each was lodging, and then ran off. Had they all done as I did, we would have had thirty-two fires, and played a huge joke on the fire department. I know that I am to be hung for setting fire to Barnum’s Museum; but that was only a joke.4 I had no idea of doing it. I had been drinking, and went in there with a friend; and, just to scare the people, I emptied a bottle of phosphorus on the floor. We knew it wouldn’t set fire to the wood; for we had tried it before, and at one time concluded to give the whole thing up. There was no fiendishness about it. After setting fire to my four places, I walked the streets all night, and went to the Exchange Hotel early in the morning. We all met there that morning and the next night. My friend and I had rooms there; but we sat in the office nearly all the time, reading the papers, while we were watched by the detectives, of whom the hotel was full. I expected to die then; and, if I had, it would have been all right: but now it seems rather hard. I escaped to Canada, and was glad enough when I crossed the bridge in safety. I desired, however, to return to my command, and started with my friend for the Confederacy, via Detroit. Just before entering the city, he received an intimation that the detectives were on the lookout for us; and, giving me a signal, he jumped from the cars. I didn’t notice the signal, but kept on, and was arrested in the depot. I wish to say that killing women and children was the last thing thought of. We wanted to let the people of the North understand that there are two sides to this war; and that they can’t be rolling in wealth and comfort while we at the South are bearing all the hardships and privations. In retaliation for Sheridan’s atrocities in the Shenandoah Valley, we desired to destroy property, not the lives of women and children; although that would, of course, have followed in its train.


Done in the presence of

Lieut. Col. Martin Burke & J. Howard, Jr.

March 24, 10.30, P.M.



1 Kennedy was tried by military tribunal, found guilty, and sentenced to death by hanging for his role in attempting to burn several hotels in downtown Manhattan. He was executed at Fort Lafayette, New York, on March 25, 1865. Robert Cobb Kennedy (2:474–78).

2 Joseph Howard.

3 Union prison camp off of Sandusky, Ohio.

4 Kennedy set fire to Barnum’s Museum, which resulted in considerable loss.

(From the New York Herald, March 28, 1865)

JACOB THOMPSON AND THE REBEL RAIDS

We give, in another column, a paper with which we have been furnished by Major General Dix. It discloses, in connection with the circumstances under which it came into his hands, the fact, never for a moment doubted by us, that the attempt to burn this city was made with the knowledge and approbation of Mr. Thompson and other leading rebels in Canada, who were the accredited agents of Jefferson Davis, and sent there to embroil the United States with Canada, by setting on foot predatory and murderous expeditions from the territory of the latter against our cities and villages.

Immediately after the attempt to fire this city it was ascertained, through an intercepted letter to B. A. McDonald, a resident here, that he had been in communication with some of the parties suspected to have been concerned it, and that the baggage of one of them had been left at his room. It was found that Mr. McDonald was a brother of Mr. Wm. L. McDonald, a rebel agent, and Mr. Thompson’s right hand man in Toronto. Hearing of his brother’s arrest, and knowing that he was innocent of the alleged connection with the incendiaries, whose plans had been carefully concealed, he sent for the principal actors in that diabolical enterprise, who had returned to Canada, and appealed to them to give him a statement which would exonerate his brother from the charge of complicity with them. The paper, of which we give a copy, was prepared by them, and signed by Lieutenant Colonel Martin, alias Maxwell: Captain Robert C. Kennedy, alias Stanton, and Lieutenant Headley, alias Williams. When the paper would was shown to Thompson he insisted that it should not be sent, as it would furnish conclusive evidence of the guilt of the signers, and would consign them to the gallows if they should fall into our hands. Mr. Thompson, George N. Sanders, and other leading rebels in Montreal, professed to be very indignant when they were informed that they were suspected, by General Dix of having been concerned in the attempt to burn this city. And yet Mr. Thompson refused to allow a paper to be used for the exculpation of an innocent man, the brother of his chief agent in Canada, because it might in a contingency bring the real perpetrators to punishment. No higher evidence of his complicity with them is needed. Kennedy was, not long afterwards, arrested; and when Mr. Thompson was again solicited to allow the paper to be used, after the execution of Kennedy, in order to save McDonald, he refused to part with it; but he added, in a letter to McDonald, “I am willing at any time to write a letter to General Dix in which I will state that Williams and Maxwell, who seem to have been the persons with whom you are charged to have been connected, came to me of their own accord, and stated that you knew nothing whatever of their purposes in New York or what business they were engaged in.” He added, in a subsequent part of the letter, “If a letter of such a purport from me written upon honor to General Dix will serve you and valuable purpose with him, I will take pleasure in making the statement.” This secondary evidence, when Mr. Thompson had the highest in his own possession, General Dix refused to receive; and at a subsequent time, when application was again made to Mr. Thompson for the paper, he replied that it had been destroyed. Fortunately a copy had been preserved, and when it was presented to Kennedy, two days before his death, and he was told that a verification of it would save McDonald, he made the certificate which is appended to it.

Thus this criminal had done an act of justice to an innocent man which Mr. Thompson, in order to shield his guilty subordinates, had steadily refused. The paper was certified by Kennedy, with the understanding that it was not to be used until after his execution. On its delivery to General Dix yesterday he directed McDonald to be discharged, and gave him a paper stating that his exoneration from all complicity with the incendiaries was complete.

The facts above disclosed ought not, perhaps, to excite surprise. Mr. Thomson abandoned his post as Secretary of the Interior, and became an active participant in the attempt of the Southern States to overthrow the Government. He has been a year or more in Canada, the associate of Clay,1 who ordered the murderous attack on St. Albans; and he was in the neighborhood of Windsor when Beall2 and others set out on their expedition to capture and destroy the passenger steamers on Lake Erie. That all these enterprises, in violation of the rules of legitimate warfare, and for the execution of which two of his subordinates have been brought to the gallows, were undertaken with his knowledge and approval, there can be no doubt. And they are no more than the natural sequence of the perfidy with which Davis, Mason, Slidell, and others, abandoned high positions in the Government to take up arms for its destruction. The punishment it deserves has fallen heavily upon many of the guilty subordinates, and it is to be hoped that the more guilty principals may not all escape.


True Copies

E. W. Hooper

Aid-de-camp



1 Clement C. Clay.

2 John Yates Beall.


THE HOTEL BURNERS

The Discharge of B. A. McDonald-Statement of Robert Cobb Kennedy

Toronto, C. W., December 25th 1864

Major General John A. Dix, commanding Department of the East:

Sir: It having come to our knowledge that a large number of persons have been placed under arrest by your order, charged with being connected with the recent attempt to fire the hotels in the city of New York, and among whom is one Benjamin A. McDonald, we, the undersigned, from a sense of duty we owe to B. A. McDonald and others innocently accused, beg leave to submit for your consideration the following statement, hoping it may be the means of the speedy release of the said McDonald, who, we most solemnly attest, is wholly innocent of the charges preferred against him, or of any knowledge of the intention of the undersigned to fire the hotels in your city.

The entire plan was originated and matured in Canada, and all the arrangements for phosphorus and other material necessary for the purpose were perfected before we started on the expedition. Before starting, however, two or three of us were furnished with letters of introduction to McDonald, by his brother in Canada, simply stating in substance that the bearers visited New York for business purposes, and requested that he would see that they were comfortably quartered, as they were strangers in the city and might need his advice. The introduction was honored, and through him two of the undersigned procured lodgings with a Mrs. _____ [sic], who occupies the dwelling part of the house No. 3 Union Square, the other part being occupied by the Droggs’ Piano Manufacturing Company, by whom McDonald was employed. We also asked the privilege of depositing our funds in the safe of the company, and were referred to Mr. Colwell, the treasurer of the concern, who permitted us to do so, and afterward whenever we had occasion to use some of the money we applied to Mr. Colwell, and never to our knowledge to Mr. McDonald; and whatever time was spent in the rooms of the company was in the society of Mr. C. and other member and employees of the concern. We almost invariably found McDonald busy, and seldom passed more than the time of day with him. And we most solemnly assert and declare that never, to our positive knowledge, did we, or either of us, ever communicate to said McDonald, either by word of mouth or in writing, the object of our visit to the city, or in any way intimate, or by means of words, signs, or otherwise, lead him to conjecture the object of our mission; and if said McDonald did know of our intention it was purely conjecture; but we assert that he did not and could not have known, as nothing ever passed between us on the subject upon which he could even base a belief.

We are alone responsible; and as we did not fear to make the attempt, we shall not seek through dishonorable means to evade the consequences.

We were all strictly enjoined not to hazard a word as to the object of our visit to Mr. McDonald, and we all solemnly assert that we did not. The circumstance of finding a small sum of money and the baggage of two of the undersigned in the possession of said McDonald is very easily explained, and will show how innocently he became the custodian of the same, and which fact is now held by yourself to be one of the strongest convincing proofs of his guilt. On Friday we told Mr. McDonald that it was our intention to visit Philadelphia for a day or two, and that as we did not wish to be troubled with our baggage, asked if he would take charge of it until our return, which he did not hesitate to do; and after the occurrence of the fire, feeling that it would not be safe or prudent for us to call for it, Mr. Williams, one of the undersigned addressed him a note, requesting him to forward to us by express our baggage and the small sum of money deposited with him. Knowing us to have come from Canada, and our abrupt departure immediately after the fires, and our informal, and it may be stated unusual mode of leaving, may have led Mr. McDonald to suspicion us; but further than this he could have known nothing. This we most positively assert, was the whole sum of his knowledge or participation in the matter. We had witnessed the devastation of our own homes, and to retaliate was our object in visiting New York. In the absence of a proper officer before whom to verify this statement, and desirous of investing it with all the solemnity of an oath, we each of us hereby declare that for the truth of the facts therein contained, we hold ourselves as morally responsible, before God and man, as if the same was sworn to.

I hereby certify and solemnly assert that this is a true copy of the statement signed by myself and others, in Toronto, C.W. in December last.

Robert C. Kennedy

(witness)

J. A. Hopkins, First Lieut., 17th Inf.

John S. Young, Chief Detective Police


	WILLIAM T. KENT1	(5:129–31, PW, Poore I:257, Pitman 82)


“K” R.B. (JAO) P56 1865

W. I. Kent.

April 15, 1865

Examination before Justice Olin, one of the Justices of the Supreme Court, Washington D. C.

April 15, 1865

My name is Will I. Kent. I am clerk in the office of the Paymaster General. I was at Fords Theater last night, seated in the left-handed side nearly opposite the Presidents box. About half past ten I heard a shot. I thought it was in the play. A man appeared in front of the Presidents box and got upon the stage swinging himself down partly by the curtain and partly jumping. I noticed he had a large dagger in his left hand, I think. He appeared to stagger but recovered himself. He held the dagger up just as he got upon the stage and said in a tragic tone, very clearly and distinctly “Sic Semper Tyrannus”. I immediately left my seat and went around behind the audience and went into the Presidents box. Some persons had reached the box before me and were placing the President on the floor. The President was insensible. I went out and away from the theater, but missing my keys I went back to the theater and went into the box the President had occupied. In moving about to find my keys, my foot struck against something and stooping down I picked up a pistol; the same one that is now shown me, and in the possession of the Property clerk of the Metropolitan Police.


Sworn and subscribed before me

This fifteenth day of April AD 1865

A. B. Olin



1 Kent had made his way into the Presidential Box, where he gave Dr. Charles Leale his penknife to remove Lincoln’s collar. Returning later that night to the darkened box, Kent searched the floor on his hands and knees looking for his lost apartment key. He discovered Booth’s small derringer in the corner of the box where Booth dropped it and gave it to Associated Press reporter Lawrence A. Gobright, who turned it into the police. Entered as Exhibit No. 30 in the trial.
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Kenyon, Thomas

Owatonna, Steebe Co. Minn.

May 4th 1865

Hon. E. M. Stanton

Sir,

Please pardon this intrusion. Happening to have business at the house of one George Robinson of Somerset, Steebe Co. Minn., I heard his wife reading a letter written by one Duane Patterson of Smethport, McKane County Penna., containing such terrible denunciations and threats against Abraham Lincoln that I was led to the belief that he might be connected with the plot to assassinate Lincoln. Patterson is son-in-law of Robinson and I have been informed is in the habit of frequently writing letters of that character to the Robinson family, who have been up to ^within^ a short time of strong secession proclivities. The letters could undoubtedly be found at Robinson’s. Yours truly Thomas Kenyon

P. S. If you see fit to take notice of the above you will not connect my name with it. T. K.


	FRANCIS KERNS	(3:516–23)
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Kerns, Francis

Francis Kerns, testifies as follows:

I drive the stage that runs from Washington to Rockville. I leave here in the morning about 8 o’clock, and get back in the afternoon of the same day. It is about 16 miles to Rockville. When I went up on Saturday I met Azworth1 in a wagon between 4 and 5 miles this side of Rockville. I think they were driving a ^two^ dark brown horses, as near as I can remember. I have seen those horses before; have met them on the road. I think they belong to a man by the name of Gaither. It was a market wagon. Gaither lives about two five miles the other side of Rockville.2 From the appearance of the horses they had been driven, I should judge, not farther than from Washington. I think they came down the day before. I met them when they came down, I think it was the day before. I think that was on Friday, Thursday or Friday, I am not positive which. I cannot say positively when I met them. I do not remember where I met them on the road when I came down, but I know where I met them coming up. When I met them coming down there was nobody in the wagon with them but Mr. Gaither. I think he is called Jim Gaither. I should suppose Jim Gaither was about 45 years old. I do not know that he has a grown son. I do not know any of his sons. I only know him by meeting him. Am not personally acquainted with him; but he has been pointed out to me, and I know where his place is.

I met them the next day as they were going out and I was coming into Washington between four and five miles from Washington, shortly after three o’clock. I leave Rockville generally about two and drive about four miles and an hour. This men were man that I saw riding with Gaither was a stout-built man. I should think about thirty or thirty-five years old. He is not as tall as I am, but heavily built; dark complected and I should think having no beard at all. He has rather a stooping shoulder. He had on dark clothes with light specks in them, a suit of salt and pepper clothes. I did not notice as to his hair, but I have noticed him about the stable and the Pennsylvania House. Have seen him often, and his hair tolerably long, dark and straight. It curls up a little about the hat on the outside. His face is rather pale. He had no overcoat on at all. His coat and pants and vest were of the same material. I think he had a black slouch hat on. Gaither lives about five miles beyond Rockville, near a place called Gaithersburg. I do not know when he got into Gaither’s wagon. I heard nothing said about that. I had never seen them up in that neighborhood before. He looked fresh enough, appeared to be in conversation with Mr. Gaither; did not look as though he was worried at all. They were driving along very moderately; the horses did not appear to be wrong warm. In going out he would pass the first picket, which is near Tenleytown.1 The next picket is out half a mile beyond the first picket. The next picket after the second one is about two miles and a half beyond Tenleytown. They never did require passes to go beyond those pickets before Saturday. On Saturday I believe they did not require passes. I did not drive up Saturday morning myself. The man that was driving up for me said that they would not let passengers go up with the mail. Some men ^that he met on the road^ were kept there for some hours until the officer of the day came around to let them go. I cannot remember any of the men that he ^I^ met. I stopped to water three or four miles this side of Rockville; some of them there were talking about being kept down there at the pickets all day. They did not give any reason why they were kept. I do not know whether Gaither went there in the same wagon. I know there was a big lot of them. I met some 12 or 15 wagons; market wagons. In the other market wagons that I met I did not see any men that I knew. I did not meet any other strangers with the farmers going out.



1 George A. Atzerodt.

2 Kerns stayed over in Rockville on Friday night (April 14) to take care of “private business.” On his return run to Georgetown on Saturday, April 15, he met William Gaither and George Atzerodt around 3:00 P.M. midway between Rockville and Gaithersburg riding north in Gaither’s market wagon.
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Francis Curran

Francis Curran states that he is the driver of the stage, which carries the mail from Washington to Rockville. Is a contractor on the road between here & Rockville.2

Last Saturday (the day after the murder) a man by the name of Webster drove my ^the^ stage. The reason I did not is that on Friday I drove to Rockville and having business to attend to, ^had^ this man drive back for me and he came out on Saturday morning, and I drove back on Saturday night. He works for me. He told me that there were four passengers taken out of the stage. I think he said in Georgetown, and one up on the road at the first picket.3 I think it was. Did not say who they were. He did not tell me anything about that. Said they did not allow anybody to come out without passes. When I came in he went over to Frederick. I never knew Atzerodt; the way I knew this man was Atzerodt, he was appointed pointed out afterwards. I think it was a gentleman by the name of Brooke Stabler pointed him out to me as Atzerodt. I have seen him often up at the stable where I kept my team, and I have seen him right often down at the Pennsylvania House where at the office there.



1 The picket referred to by Kerns was a military checkpoint set up where the Rockville Pike (currently Wisconsin Avenue) crosses Military Road. Despite being stopped by military guards, Gaither and Atzerodt were allowed to pass through the checkpoint and continue on the rest of the way undisturbed.

2 Rockville is located twenty miles northwest of the District of Columbia.

3 The army had a picket post set up at Tenleytown on the Rockville Pike and Military Road.


	J. B. KERR	(2:715–16)
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J. B. Kerr; swn; I am son of Wesley Kerr, proprietor Red Lion Hotel. I have often seen Mr. W. W. McGregor and know him by sight. I remember about seeing him at the hotel about the 4th of April but don’t remember seeing any person with him. I have seen him write his name frequently, and I am confident that the writing of April 4th Mr. W. McGregor is his handwriting. I did not see him write either of the names. I don’t know who registered the name of J. W. Booth, but I am confidant it is in McGregor’s handwriting. This is all I know about the matter.

J. B. Kerr


	WESLEY KERR	(2:710–11)


“F” 205 (JAO) 1865

Wesley Kerr; sworn; I am proprietor of Red Lion Hotel; St. Clair Street; Register of April 4, 1865; Mr. W. W. McGregor was at the hotel on that date and registered his name. I think the name of J. W. Booth on the register same date is in his handwriting.1 At that time McGregor was accompanied by a man, who very strongly resemble John Rabb, Insurance Agent Enterprise Co. I thought that he resembled him very much. He was a sharp shrewd looking fellow with curly hair and was well dressed. I can’t say whether McGregor and the man slept together or not; McGregor was very seldom in the house at night; he was generally out all night; he was generally there for his meals; McGregor stated that he was preaching in Canada; that he bought up specie money in Canada and sold it in the U.S. he sold some here. He was very reticent and told us very little.

Sworn & sub before me

April 26, 1865      (signed) Wesley Kerr

(signed) J. Heron Foster

Capt. & Pr. Marshal

22nd Dist. Penna.


A true copy



1 Booth was at his brother’s home in New York during April 3–4 and left for Boston by train on April 5.


	J. H. KIMBALL	(6:298–303)
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Kimball, J. H.

Question: What is your name?

Answer: J. H. Kimball.

Question: Where do you live?

Answer: Corner of 11th and O; I think the number is 342 O.

Question: Now just go on and state this transaction in relation to Surratt.

Answer: Well, Mrs. Griffin yesterday was called out by a girl named Susan Mahoney, who is a servant with Mrs. Surratt. She said that Saturday night there were three men drove up to the house of Mrs. Surratt.

Question: Where is that house?

Answer: That is between 10th and 11th, near the Dutch church, a brown front house on the other side of the street. I just came past the house to see whether Mrs. Griffin told it as it was and found it so. These men came there and had a little conversation with Mrs. Surratt.

Question: What time?

Answer: She did not tell the hour, but it was late Saturday. She was lying on the floor apparently asleep, with a cloth thrown over her head. She said that they had some low conversation with Mrs. Surratt; and amongst the others she heard them say that Surratt was in the theater Friday night with Booth, she called it.

Question: That was her son?

Answer: Yes sir, that was her son. Then she inquired of the men if they had seen their friends. They said they had seen their friends, but were afraid to speak to them. “Afraid to let on”; that is the expression she heard. They called for a change of clothing; one of them at least, and left the room and apparently got the change of clothing. She did not know whether they did or not. After that they drove away.

Question: Did the girl feign sleep?

Answer: She feigned sleep. She said Mrs. Surratt came & listened to see whether she was asleep, and she breathed hard to pretend to her that she was asleep. This girl understood her to say that the young man, had her son’s her son, had not been home since Friday night. One of them asked if they had seen their friends.

I have not seen this colored girl. I do not know how old she is, for I have not seen her and did not ask Mrs. Griffen. Mrs. Griffen is a married woman and works at my house in the afternoon. She lives on 11th Street. I did not inquire whether Mrs. Surratt was a widow; but in conversation with her I inferred she was a widow. There was nothing said about the age of this young Surratt, but she called him a “young man”.
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Kimball, R. J.

US Consular Agt.


US Consulate

Toronto C. W.

Jany 3 ’65

A copy of this was sent to War Dept. in January on the 7th or soon after. (Copy) Hon. W. H. Seward


Secretary of State

Washington D. C.


Sir

The following fact having been given to me, I hasten to transmit them directly to you; without losing the several days time necessary to occupy by sending through the Consul General. I shall, however, enclose him a copy. I am not informed of the names of parties interested, only their initials, which I give, as I receive them.

The Rebels in this city have a quick and successful communication with Jeff Davis and the authorities in Richmond in the following manner. Having plenty of money at their command, they employ British subjects, who are provided with British passports, and also with passports from Col. _____ [probably Jacob Thompson] which are plainly written: name and date of issue on fine silk and are ingeniously secreted in the lining of the coat. They carry dispatches, which are made and carried in the same manner. These messengers, wear metal buttons, which, upon the inside, dispatches are most minutely photographed, not perceptible to the naked eye, but are easily read by the aid of a powerful lens. Letters are written, but are closely interlined with imperceptible ink (as they term it) to which, when a certain chemical is applied, is easily deciphered. The messenger arriving at Baltimore receives additional instructions from “B____” and proceeds to Washington, here he undergoes a thorough examination, is searched and permitted to pass. He takes a southeasterly direction to “Port Tobacco” where he is sheltered by a widow “Mrs. F_____” and at dead of night crosses in an India rubber boat to the south side of the Potomac, thence he goes to Bowling Green, where his Rebel passport is used to “Guerrilla B____” who hastens him on to Richmond. He returns by the same route. The last trip was made in fourteen days (Dec 14–28). Boxes are received from “Port Tobacco” marked “Mineral Specimens” with dispatches secreted in the lining.

This information is reliable, from a person who has seen the dispatches and has personal knowledge of the facts. I hope to be able to get information more fully—names and when the next messenger leaves etc., which I shall lose no time in communicating to the Department.

I have the honor to be Sir,


Very respectfully


Your Obdt servt

R. J. Kimball

U. S. Consular Agt.
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Robert Kinder

Endorsement: Washington, May 21, 1865 The writer, Robert Kinder was arrested at Klapper Mill,1 Montgomery County Md. Atzerodt having stopped at his home on his way to Richter’s Germantown, Md. I believe no evidence exists against him of complicity before or after the murder, of the President & propose I would recommend his release. J. W. McPhail.

Carroll Prison Washington, DC

May 20, 1865


Provost Marshal

J. S. McPhail

Sir,

I take the liberty of making the following statement for your kind consideration. You remember from the circumstances of having been with you at the National Hotel, the evening of my arrest, April 27th 1865. I was arrested by detectives Atzerodt2 and another whose name I fail to remember. My health has been quite unwell ever since my commitment and if it would not be trespassing too far on your time and patience I would consider myself under life long obligations and it would be my endeavor to reciprocate your kindness if you would call or deputize someone else to act with the most sincere respect.



1 Clopper’s Mill, located near Germantown, Maryland. Kinder operated the mill and allowed Atzerodt to spend Saturday night, April 15, at the mill.

2 Detective John C. Atzerodt, George A. Atzerodt’s older brother, was a detective on the staff of Provost Marshal James L. McPhail. John Atzerodt tipped off McPhail that his brother occasionally visited their cousin Hartman Richter in Germantown, Maryland. By the time McPhail’s men arrived at the Richter house on the morning of April 20, George Atzerodt was already in custody. McPhail missed capturing Atzerodt by two hours.
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Kindig, Jacob

Shippensburg, June 1st, 1865

Hon. E. M. Stanton

We would call your attention to a fact that we know of several men in Orrstown, Franklin Co. Pa. who are of a disloyal character and have given evidence of their knowing all about the assassination of our beloved and lamented late President, before it occurred. Two of them were heard to say that Lincoln would not live through the month of April. We are of the opinion these men if put on oath would throw great light upon the matter, as they are men who would not take false oath. In March, about the last of the month there was a tall fine looking man there all night. He had a mustache and dark curly hair. No one except a few Democrats knew who he was. He was only there at night; left at daylight the next morning. He staid at the house of Wm. Bard; It was Booth without a doubt. If there are any Knights of the Golden Circle the men belong to them. We think they should be examined.


Respectfully yours


Jacob Kindig


Samuel Knisley

S. D. Kell, MD

The men are:

Jacob T. Fetter

William Orr, Sr.

William Orr, Jr.

Wm. S. Bard


Doctor Kennedy John Kyner

Wm. H. Blair
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Brooklyn April 20, 1865

Hon E. M. Stanton


Secretary of War

Sir,

I have been informed by a lady in this city, that a person, who lives in Clermont Avenue, has used very strong expressions against our late President, and the whole cabinet after Lincoln’s reelection. The lady told me she heard him say the President & the cabinet will not live out their time. The lady is acquainted with his name. She says he is wealthy, and has seen him after the death of the President.

This may perhaps lead to important discoveries, and I have therefore taken the liberty of addressing you.


Very respectfully


Your Obedient Servant


Julius Kopp


Naval Architect

93 Fulton St. Brooklyn
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18th April 1865

Kirby, Wm. W.

William W. Kirby testifies:

I reside in Washington, am an officer here in the criminal and circuit court. I went this morning to Mrs. Surratt’s, by myself. I had told the Colonel what she had said to me with reference to her son. I just came up I went there on Saturday morning and Saturday evening. I talked with her about John and she only told me this. Said she, “you are the only one I have ever told this to, John is in Canada.” She said the last time she saw him was last Monday, that was yesterday two weeks. Then I went Monday morning and talked with her at the door or passage, and I told her that I would advise as a friend that if she knew where John was to let me or the authorities know so that it would be beneficial for John if he had not anything to do at the time: Said I, “Of course, if he was away at the time he is innocent” and I hoped if she knew anything she would tell me. She still told me he was in Canada. So this morning I thought I would take a ride down there. I know a great many people down there and I thought they would talk to me and that they would not to strangers. I walked down to Mrs. Surratt’s and told her I was going down. Said I, “If you know anything I would like to know before I start”.

I saw an officer who had been down yesterday, & talked with him, & he said that he was told that Surratt was seen down in Maryland last Thursday near the neighborhood of his father’s residence, ten miles the other side of the Eastern branch of the bridge on the Teepee road five miles this side of Teepee.1 I intended to go again this morning but did not, as I was called up here. I was at the house and they retained me there.



1 The village is Teebee (also known as TB).
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Knapp, P. H.

Newark, New Jersey

April 26/65

Maj. Gen. W. S. Hancock


Washington DC

Resp Sir,

What I write you may prove of great value or it may prove the worst possible nonsense. At all events let it go for what its worth. A lady friend is a sort of semi-wakeful dreamer or clairvoyant. She is possessed with the idea that while in this condition she has seen Booths place of concealment. Declares that she could go to the house & would be able to recognize the rooms if like those of her dreams. She says at No. 11 I street, second floor back room in a recess from a clothes closet Booth is now concealed & that at no. 7 same street some of his accomplices may be found. He is heavily armed & woe to whoever tries to arrest him.

She further states that she is totally unacquainted in Washington & did not know that there was a J St. until subsequently informed. I have known her for many years & am sure she believes what she states. She has urged me so hard for several days past to take some step in the matter that I at last do this much.

It will cost very little to look into it; while I ask you not to consider me a dunce for giving so much attention to a matter likely to be utterly fruitless.


Yours very Resp

P. H. Knapp
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Knott, Miss Mary A.

Letterhead: War Department, Washington City, May 22, 1865


Memorandum

Miss Mary A. Knott applies for a pass to enable her to visit her father, Joseph Thomas Knott, a citizen of Maryland, who was arrested on the first inst., and put in Carroll Prison, to be detained as a witness in the trial of the assassin conspirators.1 Miss K. wishes to supply her father with such necessities of clothing, etc. as he may need.



1 Knott was not called as a witness during the conspiracy trial.
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W. H. H. Koontz

Envelope: Address Gen. Holt, Judge Advocate, Washington City, DC, Ocoya, Ill. May 16, 1865

Ocoya Illinois, May 16/65

Gen. Holt Judge Advocate


Sir

Feeling it to be a duty which I owe my country, I herewith state my solemn conviction that one Judge Clark whom I presume is now in New York City, or your own & formerly of San Francisco Cal., who left the latter place for the former on Steamship, Moses Taylor, 15 of Feb. last, is in all probability concerned in the damnable plot which resulted in the death of Abraham Lincoln. I talked with this Clark before I left San Francisco (I left on the same vessel with my family for this state) and he told me he was coming here on special business favoring the southern cause of Rebels and would cover his true designs under a correspondent for a paper in San Francisco called the Democratic Press & owned by Beriah Brown & Capt. Cross formerly of Peoria, Ill., both of whom are bitter enemies to our government. Clark also made a copperhead speech during the voyage; said he owned some land near to Pekin in this state & wanted to sell it to me. Since the late arrest Tenny of that place, my convictions have been firm. He is about 55 years old or may be 60; gray hair, blue eyes, tolerable light complexion; about 5 feet 7 or 8 inches in height.

So strong were my convictions of his evil intentions, I pointed him out to a policeman at New York before the vessel had launched her cables & expressed my belief of his being a Rebel spy. I also went to the office of Col. Baker, I believe is his name, Govt. Detective and told him all about the man & expressed my convictions to him. There are many incidents in my acquaintance with him, which go to convince me of his evil designs. There is however another Judge Clark in the City of Sacramento Cal., a good true and loyal man as ever lived & is no kin to the Judge Clark in question that is, so far as I know.

This Clark has been frequenting with a house of French Maximillian proclivities in San Francisco, who do business under the title of Mercantile Agency on Cor. of Battery & Clay Streets, but whose real objects are the overthrow of our government. I have been from Cal. but a short time & live on the C. A. & St.

Louis RR. 5 miles south of Pontiac.


Yours Respectfully

W. H. H. Koontz



L
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Labrie, E. N. D.

Chicago, May 26th 1865

Hon E. M. Stanton,

From the beginning of the war, I have been a constant reader of its events, cutting and gleaning from various papers (as I have done for 25 years) for future references. Going back over my scraps I find the enclosed; which if well sifted might lead justice to the very root of the evil doers that all may be eradicated from among them who are of good will that we may be at peace. Respectfully, E. N. D. Labrie Hon. E. M. Stanton

I think I know something of poor humanity and that generally great men, I mean men in high station, care little of the applauses of humble individuals, except those individuals prefer them jointly in a good size number, say millions. It is in this way, one in ^a^ million, who wish to congratulate you for your good sense, as becoming your ^high^ position, toward one who gained many great victories, who has made himself great with his real enemies and make himself small by not conquering his self pride. E. N. D. L.

Newspaper Article attached:

THE POLITICAL CANVAS IN MARYLAND FORTHCOMING ADDRESS OF THE UNION COMMITTEE TO THE PEOPLE

Baltimore, Oct. 4, 1861

TEN STATE PRISONERS RELEASED

It having been communicated to Marshal Murray that several of the prisoners at Governor’s island were willing to take the oath of allegiance, authority was obtained from the Secretary of State, and Commissioner Stillwell and Deputy Marshal Smith were sent to the island yesterday afternoon for the purpose of administering the oath and releasing those who took it. The ten following then subscribed to it and were set at liberty: Wm. McKeon,

Benj. F. McCawley

John Wilkes, X

James Campbell,

Alex. O’Connor,

Fred Solonbeck,

Patrick Conroy,

Samuel Davidson,

George Gosnell,

George Saners X

Another prisoner named Philip Cassidy, it is thought, will also take the oath. The above mentioned were arrested a short time since in Baltimore on suspicion of treason.

Five of the Fort Hatteras prisoners in confinement in Castle William have died of measles. Their bodies were buried on the island.


	G. W. LAMB	(7:110–11)
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Richmond, Jan 28, 1865

P. Gibson Esq.

My Dear sir,

At some one of the battles in the Wilderness last year, it was reported & believed here that a dear relative & friend of my wife was killed, but although the battlefield was searched within two hours afterward, his body could not be found. He was however given up as lost until within a few days past, when it was reported here that he was alive & a prisoner at Point Lookout; that he was still helpless because of a dangerous wound & therefore could not communicate with his friends. Under these circumstances, I have determined to appeal to your kindness which has been shown to me in so many different ways, & ask you to make the necessary inquiries, & if the report be true & he be alive, to advise me by a “personal” in the New York Daily News, until some other opportunity should offer. If the report be not true, you need take no notice of it. His name is John Page Fisher, a member of the Powhaten troop of Virginia Cavalry & the son of Doct. Edward C. Fisher of Raleigh N.C. If you can send welcome news of him, you will be amply repaid by the gratitude of a large & most interesting family beside adding another to the long list of obligations I owe to you & which I will try & pay in the future.

Very Truly

G. W. Lamb
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W. B. Lane

Brevet. Maj.

Delaware City

April 23rd 1865

(Copy)

marked Confidential, J. B. Fry

While at Fort Delaware, yesterday, Gen. Schoepf gave me the enclosed letter, written from the dictation of Addison F. Brown, of Georgetown, D. C. a political prisoner, and I deem it proper that it be forwarded to you. Brown did not write the letter, but acknowledges it as having been written at his request. He seems to be a man of fine natural sense, and from his conversation it appears that he was acquainted with the Surratt Family, as well as being familiar with the probable haunts of Surratt. He thinks that the facilities for hiding are so good in the neighborhood that it is more than probable that Surratt has not yet left & thinks he could cause his capture. Gen. Schoepf speaks well of him and has entire confidence in what he says. I also had, when at Fort Delaware, a conversation with a man by the name of H. C. Harrover, also a political prisoner, from about Manassas Va. He informed me that while in Richmond, about last January a year, he overheard part of a conversation in which the name of Surratt was mentioned, in connection with an appointment, either as Postmaster or some appointment in the State Department, from which it seems that great good was expected to result to the “Confederacy”. The main drawback, to the scheme, whatever its object, seems to have been felt in raising money to carry it out. This man also says that during the conversation the name of Reverdy Johnson, of Md. was mentioned in connection with a recommendation for the appointment of Surratt but whether the recommendation had been obtained, or was hoped for, he did not understand.1 Would it not be well to ascertain from the records of the dept. whether or not and appointment had been asked for this man Surratt and the name or names of the individual or individuals pressing the appointment?

The charges and sentences against the two political prisoners named above, will be found as follows: For Addison F. Brown; Gen. Ct. Martial, Order 294, dated “War Dept.” Adj. Gen. Office, Washington, Sept 8, 1864

For H. C. Harrover; “Gen. Ct. Martial, Orders No. 68” dated “War Dept.; Adj. Gen. Office, Washington D. C.” Feb. 13, 1865

I am sir, Very Respectfully

Your Obt. Servant

(signed) N. B. Lane

Brevet Major, U. S. A.



1 Following his father’s death in 1862, John Surratt replaced him as postmaster in Surrattsville.


	W. B. LANE	(2:512–13)


Office A. A. P. M. Gen.

Phila June 7, 1865

Resp returned to the Judge Advocate Gen.

The information I have been able to obtain regarding Mr. Scheerer, shows that he is a man about 70 years of age who was formerly a shoemaker and retired with a competency. He has quite a notoriety in the city as a glutton.

He appears to have been an ignorant inoffensive man, but when provoked to political discussions would use very violent language to which those who knew him attached no importance.

The conversation alluded to by Mr. Hamilton took place at the store of Mr. L. Sarmiento, no 720 Chestnut St., who has known Mr. Scheerer many years and is familiar with his way of talking upon political matters.

He did not hear the conversation referred to as he was in a different part of the store from that in which it occurred, and he says he has no doubt of the correctness of Mr. Hamilton’s report of it.

He stated however, that he had often heard Mr. Scheerer use very bitter language against the administration which he had always opposed, being a strong partisan of the Democratic party since the administration of President Jackson; and he did not consider it worth noticing.

He stated moreover, in regard to Mr. Scheerer that he had often heard him speak in praise of president Lincoln’s personal qualities and that the expression of countenance and violence of manner shown by him at the conversation with Mr. Hamilton were not unusual, and were attributable to the excited state in which he then was.

From all the fact I have been able to learn, I think Mr. Scheerer had no knowledge of the plot to assassinated the late President as his age and habits would not cause him to be selected as an accomplice in such a crime, even if he might wish its accomplishment. Should Mr. Scheerer be arrested for complicity with the assassins I cannot see that it could be proven, as Mr. Hamilton, who makes the complaint, could only testify to his sympathy with the opponents of President Lincoln.

Attention invited to the enclosed endorsement of Capt. Edwin Palmer Pro. Mar 2nd Dist. Pa related thereto W. B. Lane

Brevet Maj. USA

AA Pro Mar Gen.

East Div. Pa.
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M. Langhorne

Mr. Jacob Thompson told me in his room at Toronto C. W. that he had funds in his hands belonging to the rebel government for the purpose of fitting out expeditions to release the prisoners at Johnson’s Island, and Camp Douglas Ills., and any other expedition that would result to the benefit of the Rebel Govt. and the injury of the U. States. In the same conversation he stated to me that he had furnished Capt. Hines with the sum of twenty three thousand dollars for the purpose of releasing the prisoners at Camp Douglass near Chicago, and in the event that he failed to release the prisoners confined at that place, Capt. Hines was to use the funds at his disposal to fully arm and equip the men under him and take them through Ill. and Kentucky into the Rebel lines. Concerning the late raid on the lakes;1 about five days before it occurred, I was told by a Mr. Holt from Covington Ky. (one of the parties in the said raid) that Capt. Beall had just returned to Windsor, C. W. from Sandusky City and had telegraphed to Mr. Thompson to come down there. This was early in the morning and that night when the train came in from Toronto I was at the depot and saw Mr. Thompson get off the cars; but did not speak to him. He immediately went down to the residence of Col. Steele about mile below the town of Windsor, where he remained without showing himself publicly until the Sunday morning just before the raid. I will not be certain about the exact time he left Windsor. He may have left the Saturday night before the raid or may possibly have remained as late as Monday morning.

Col. Steele at whose house Mr. Thompson stopped, would be a very good witness as he must have certainly known that the raid was in contemplation, for on the active part he took in running about among those who were to participate in the affair. Mr. Steele is a man of considerable property and a refugee from Kentucky who has been residing in Canada West for a year and a half past, or perhaps more. Mr. Danl. Hibler a resident of Windsor and a wealthy refugee from Kentucky, knew of Mr. Thompson being at Mr. Steele’s house; because he told me that he had gone to see Mr. Thompson at his special request and in all probability knew something of the raid. Henry Hibler, son of Danl. Hibler aged about twenty three (now engaged in wholesale business at Windsor) also knew of the raid and the part that Mr. Thompson took in it. He told me that Mr. Thompson had sent for him two or three times to come and see him, in order (as he supposed) to induce him to join the expedition, but he would not do it.

These men the two Hibler’s and Steele are strong southern men and if questioned concerning this matter by anyone they did not know well would pretend not to know anything of it; but are I believe men of honesty and probity, and if called upon as witnesses, would under oath state the truth in regard to the matter.

M. Langhorne

I will also state that after the raid several of the parties who participated in it applied to me for the means with which to leave that part of the country and upon finding that I was unable to furnish them with the necessary money, requested me to go to one W. W. Cleary1 (formerly an official of some sort under the State Govt. of Kentucky, and since the war, clerk of the council of ten, of the provisional Govt. of Ky., in the rebel states,) who would give me the money for them; which I did. At first he said he had no public funds, and upon my expressing myself very indignantly at the conduct of Mr. Thompson in getting the men into so serious an affair, and not leaving any funds to pay their expenses away from the place; he told me that Thompson had put the means in his hands and left him there for that purpose and gave sufficient funds to send away four persons.

M. Langhorne



1 The “late raid on the lakes” refers to a failed attempt by John Yates Beall and eighteen armed Confederates to capture the Union gunboat USS Michigan lying off of the Union prison camp on Johnson’s Island in Lake Erie. Upon capturing the ship, Beall planned on turning its guns on the camp and freeing the Confederate prisoners held there. Beall was able to capture a small steamer, the Philo Parsons, but his men refused to continue the operation, believing that the crew of the Michigan were alerted to the pending attack.


	MRS. WILLIAM H. LANGLEY	(2:56–58)


“S” 30 (JAO) 1865

April 20/1865

Mr. Wm. H. Langley, now serving on jury at Circuit Court, City Hall, states:

A man named Richard Williams rented a house of mine three months ago yesterday; after being there some time had a severe spell of sickness; last Thursday he disappeared mysteriously; his wife could not tell exactly what time he got up in the night and left; he had told her the day before he had to go and see a man by the name of Vowel who lived near Bladensburg, that he had a small place or farm which he thought of renting; he started, as she supposed, to go and see this man Vowel, and has not been seen since; I sent a man in search of him, he inquired at Bladensburg but could find no trace of him, nor that any such man as Vowel lived there. The man (Brown) that I sent says that he was informed a day or two before he disappeared that he was riding out with some man in the city the day before he disappeared.

Before he came here he lived in Virginia; he lived on the farm of Lemuel Middleson, in Prince George’s County, Maryland; since his departure his wife refuses to tell anything about him; I advised her to come up and make it known; and she came to this city and consulted with her brother, and he advised her to keep it secret. The brother’s name is John Drummond. I know him well. I think he is a carpenter by trade and lives somewhere on the Island.

Yesterday, when Mr. Brown, who lives next door to her, proposed to go in search of her husband she advised him not to do it; that she thought he would be back in a day or two.

Brown also says that Williams has told him in conversation that he has been to Richmond a number of times before the war broke out, carry Negroes down there and selling them. When he rented my house he told my wife he was not dependent upon his labor for support; but he has never paid any rent.



1 Served as secretary to Jacob Thompson in Canada.
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Lapham, J. A.

Milwaukee, Wisconsin

May 22nd 1865

Sir

It appears to have been a part of the “plan” of the conspirators against the life of our late great & good President to attempt to throw suspicion upon the Vice President; and as one additional proof of it; I deem it my duty to call your attention to a fact told me a short time ago by a young officer stationed at Lexington Ky. It is this; that after the inauguration and before the assassination a Kentucky newspaper cautioned Mr. Lincoln not to trust himself alone in presence of Mr. Johnson for fear of assassination!

If the origin of this article could be traced it might throw some light upon the question as to the authors of this part of the “plan”, who could not be ignorant of the remainder.

Very respectfully,

J. A. Lapham

Hon. E. M. Stanton

Sec. of War
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Letter to Lathrop from Samuel P. Mar. 3, 1865

Envelope: Doct. Geor. A. Lathrop, New York

March 3rd, 1865

Dear brother George

I take great pleasure in introducing my especial friend Mr. B. F. Ficklin.1

He visits your city to complete his arrangements for a trip to Europe, whither he goes on account of his health. Your experience while abroad may be of some value to him. Should he desire it, see that he has the best medical advice while with you.

Any attention which it may be in your power to extend to him will be considered a personal favor to me.

Carri & the children are all well & write in much love to your ever devoted brother.

Samuel P.

PS. Mr. F. will give you all the particulars about our family & any other which you may wish to hear from. S. P.



1 Benjamin F. Ficklin, a Southern blockade-runner and a purchasing agent for the Confederacy. Ficklin was involved in cotton-for-pork trading between Northern and Southern profiteers that was infested with corruption.


	SAMUEL B. LAWRENCE	(3:935–50)


“L” 652 (JAO) 1865

Sam. B. Lawrence

Letterhead: Head quarters Middle Department, Eighth Army Corps,

Baltimore, Md. May 26th 1865

Endorsement: Respectfully forwarded to Brig. General Holt, Judge Advocate General for his information and with the remark that as this man appears to have been on the Police force of Gen. Winder, it is thought he may be cognizant of some facts important to be known at this time. He will be held until Gen. Holt reply is recd., Per the absence of the Maj. Gen. Comdg, Samuel.

B. Lawrence

May 10, 1865

Statement of John F. Carter.

I lived in Baltimore until 1856 when I went Washington DC and remained until the 28th day of April 1861, when I came to Baltimore and stayed a week or so. I then went to Richmond by way of Frederick and Harpers Ferry. I was private watchman at Ballard Hotel, Richmond City. After that I was watchman at the govt. artillery workshop and laboratory. After that I was a Govt. Detective under Gen. Winder,1 which I left last June 1864. I then went to carrying oysters from the Rappahannock to Richmond and shortly after went to keeping a drinking saloon corner of tenth and Bank St. where I remained until the evacuation when my place was burned. I took the oath of allegiance and got a pass and came to Baltimore in search of employment to support my wife & children, who I left in Richmond. On the 19th of April 1861 I was a police officer in Washington and on duty on that day.

John F. Carter

Sworn and subscribed to before me this 10th day of May 1865, Edwin Paugham, Capt. and asst. Pro. Marshall 1 Brigadier General, CSA. Winder was put in charge of military prisons in Richmond. In June 1864 he was put in charge of all prison camps in Georgia and Alabama including the notorious Andersonville prison camp. He died in February 1864. Had he lived he would have been tried along with Henry Wirtz, commandant of Andersonville, for war crimes.
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Endorsement: May 25, 1865. Respectfully referred to Lieut. Col. S. B. Lawrence AAG with the information that I am not able to get any evidence that Carter was in this city on the 19th April, 1861. I have been holding him expecting said evidence. I have had a correspondence with the chief of Police at Washington who informs me that there are no charges against Carter in that city. No doubt he has been a bad man but as I cannot get the evidence necessary to convict him, it is submitted that his discharge is justifiable. John Woolley, Lt. Col. And Pro. Marshal Letterhead Head Quarters Middle Department, 8th Army Corps, Baltimore

April 30th, 1865

Lieut. Col. John Woolley

Provost Marshal, etc.

Colonel,

I have the honor to report the arrest of one John Carter, a noted rebel character at one time a resident of this city; then a member of the police force in Washington City, which position he left in May 1861 and went to Richmond Va. and was engaged as a detective under Gen. Winder for some two years, and was stationed part of the time, say some 6 months in Westmoreland Co. Va.; as he says to see that Jew blockade runners and others paid the tax on goods brought into the Confederacy by that route. He returned to this city by way of Washington DC, remained in Washington some days, and from what I can learn the authorities at Washington have issued orders for his arrest. He is a notorious cutthroat; is one of Washington Goodricks crowd of Richmond. He has in his possession a certificate of having taken the oath of allegiance to the U.S. Govt. before the Provost marshal at Richmond, Va.

Enclosed find statement of a Detective officer from Washington who knows him.

Very Respectfully

Your obt. Servt.

Wm. L. Hopkins

A citizen of Washington bought his ticket for Baltimore. W. L. H.

United States vs. John Carter

Charge: Dangerous character and Rebel late from Richmond

Evidence:

M. D. King, US Special Officer from Washington says “I saw the noted John Carter at the Baltimore Depot in Washington today. I also saw him in Washington last Tuesday or Wednesday at the Oxford Theater. I can’t tell how long he has been in our lines. Noble Thomas, one of his party, has been arrested in Washington. I know Carter to be a noted Rebel cutthroat, who left Washington for Richmond in the beginning of the war and I have learned from his own statement that he has been on Winders Detective force in Richmond. I noticed certain parties trying to help him out of Washington.
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Lane, D. M.

Head Quarters 4th Dist. Pa.

Phila. April 21, 1865

General,

I have the honor respectfully to report that Messrs. Wm. Rose & Bros. Cutlers, of 24th Ward, called upon me yesterday and made following statement viz: About three weeks before the murder of the President, four men came to their establishment and ordered four daggers made, leaving them a pattern to work by. They did not want them mounted, saying that that would be done for them elsewhere. They also stated that they were going into the Southern country and wanted these weapons to protect themselves from guerrillas. Mr. Rose gave me enclose drawing of the daggers, which they could identify, and also furnished as accurate a description as possible of the men ordering them, which is included in the letter I herewith enclose to you.

I deem it my duty to lay this matter before you for your consideration.

Very Respectfully

Your Obt. Servt

D. M. Lane, Capt.

Brig. Gen. J. B. Fry


[image: ]

Figure 12. Drawing of a knife.



“L” 652 (JAO) 1865

West Phila. April 20/65

To Davis M. Lane, Provost Marshall of 4th Dist. Pa.

The description of those getting dirks made at the shop near as we can recollect is as follows: The one appearing to be the owner was very tall, in the neighborhood of six feet, rather slimly built, dark eyes, very black hair; whether straight or curly cannot recollect; complexion fair with a flush on the cheek; pretty straight and very polite in his manners but having the appearance of a gambler or in other words a rowdy look. Rather think he had no beard. Appeared to be about twenty-four years of age.

Another of the party was short, stout and well built; light hair and mustache; don’t recollect whether he had whiskers or not; Judging from appearances would weigh about one hundred and eighty pounds. In regard to the other two, could not pretend to describe as they were or seemed to be rather backward or shy.

The draft of the dirks vary but little from the size of those made.

Wm. Rose and Bros.


	CHAPMAN LEE	(4:188–91)
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19th April 1865

Lee, Chapman

Chapman Lee, residing at corner of I and 12th Street, father of Dr. Lee states that the boy at Nailor’s Stable1 informed him that one of the horses was taken to the actor on the night of the assassination by a man named Early. Early is the son of old Capt. Leonard H. Early, who resides a mile and a half from Brandywine Store. To go there you take the Port Tobacco road down to Brandywine, then you branch off on the left-hand road to go to Patuxent. After leaving the main road you will strike Wm. Early’s store, then turning in at the gate you will find old Early’s house about a mile and a half beyond and his son’s beyond that again about four miles beyond Patuxent River.

Inig, who lives about a mile and half quarter from Teepee2 and about east of them is a strong Union man and will furnish all the necessary information, very likely. The young man Early is about 5 feet 8 high, is straight, and rather a heavy built man. Do not know what colored hair. He was up here but I don’t know ^suppose^ when he went down he took the other road. There is an old magistrate that lives at Teepee & who formerly lived in Washington. It is about 18 or 19 miles from here to Inig’s. You have got to go back by Teepee to get there.

I think Early would sympathize enough to hide the murderer. There is a Northern man by the name of Bickford living at that place, and is probably acquainted with Early. He lives on the old Summers farm. I understood that this young Early formerly lived at Kidwell’s. I do not know whether he was in the Rebel army.



1 Naylor’s (Nailor’s) Stable was located on E Street between 14th and 13½ Streets below Pennsylvania Avenue. George Atzerodt and David Herold rented horses from Naylor’s Stable on the afternoon of the assassination.

2 “Teepee” refers to the small community known as Teebee or TB located a few miles south of Surrattsville in Prince George’s County, Maryland.


	CHARLES LEE	(2:751–63)
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Affidavits

Headquarters District of Delaware and eastern Shore of Maryland,

Wilmington Del. April 29th 1865

Major,

I herewith enclose the statements of witnesses in the case of Charles Lee alias Charles Letz taken under oath as requested in your letter of the 26th inst.

Very respectfully,

Your obt. Servt

John R. Kenly

Brig. Gen. Comdg.

Major Wm. H. Wiegel

Asst. Provost Marshal

Middle Dept. 8th A. C.

Baltimore Md.
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Headquarters Dist of Del & E. shore of Md.

Office of the Provost Marshal

Wilmington April 28, 1865

Personally appeared before me T. M. Wenie, Capt. and Mil. Pro. Marshal Dist. of Del. & E. Shore of Md. Wm. McDowell, and made oath in due form of law that he was present in the drugstore of E. Bringhurst & Co. on Sunday morning April 16th 1865, and heard Charles Lee alias Charles Letz make the following remarks, “Well old Abe is dead”. On being asked the question by Mr. Belt if he meant the President of the United States, he replied, “yes” and in this stated that he knew he was going to be killed four weeks ago. Being questioned still further, as to how he knew that President Lincoln was going to be killed four weeks ago, he said that Booth had told him so four weeks ago at Arlington Heights, Va., while he Charles Lee alias Charles Letz was there in the employ of the US Government. He, Charles Lee alias Charles Letz stated that he knew John Wilkes Booth and was personally acquainted with him.

William McDowell

Sworn & subscribed to this twenty eighth day of April, 1865

Tho. M. Wenie

The above exact same statement was repeated and sworn to for the witnesses: John Dixon, Daniel James Esq., Frank A. Taylor, James Belt.


	JOHN LEE	(2:523–24, PW, Poore I:62, Pitman 144)
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O’Beirne, Jas. R.

Letterhead: Office of Provost Marshal and Board of Enrollment of the District of Columbia, Washington D. C. May 2, 1865

Col. Burnett,

Judge Advocate

Colonel,

I accordance with our instructions received from the Hon. Secretary of War, I have the honor to forward herewith, as per annexed inventory, articles found in Room No. 126, Kirkwood House on the floor above the room occupied by His Excellency, the President, Hon. Andrew Johnson on the morning of April 15th, 1865. I also enclose statement of Mr. John Lee,1 of the Detective force connected with this office, in connection therewith.

I am Colonel, Very Respectfully

Your Obt Servant

Jas. R. O’Beirne

Maj. 22nd Regt. V. R. C and Prov. Mar. DC



1 Lee was a detective working for Washington provost marshal James R. O’Beirne. On Saturday shortly after Lincoln died O’Beirne sent Lee to the Kirkwood House to check on Andrew Johnson. Lee uncovered crucial evidence in the room where George Atzerodt was staying. One of the items Lee found was a record of Booth’s savings account with the Ontario Bank in Montreal.

(2:528–31, PW, Poore I:62, Pitman 144)
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Headquarters Kirkwood House

Washington DC April 16th 1865

On the night of April 15th 1865, I received orders of Major Jas. R. O’Beirne, Provost Marshal C.C. to report with the detective force of which I am chief at the Kirkwood House. I there met Major Jas. R. O’Beirne, Pro. Mar. DC who ordered me to examine the roof and upper stories; and the whole of the building in order to see what way would be left open for evil disposed persons to contrive the assassination of the Executive Officer of the Government. After making a careful examination, I found the passageways of the building very much exposed. I reported the same to Major O’Beirne, and was ordered by him to have it remedied by precaution of Detective; which I did. The reason of this caution was that, His Excellency, the President of the United States2 was stopping in the house and the detective force connected with Major O’Beirne’s office, owing to information received, were disposed, in order to see that no improper persons were in or about the building. Major O’Beirne placed the Detective force in such a position as to command a view of the apartments occupied by His Excellency the President, so that under no circumstances, no person or persons with evil intent could approach him. I went down in the sitting room on the first floor and met a friend of mine, who informed me that on the day previous a very suspicious person came into the house, took a room (No. 126) and registered his name as G. A. Atzerodt. The room (no. 126) being on the next floor over that occupied by His Excellency the President. I then went to one of the proprietors of the house and questioned him in reference to the person occupying that room and he confirmed the statement previously made, that this person was a villainous looking fellow and could be identified no matter where he was seen. I then asked the proprietor to go up to the room with me, which he did. The person having the room, had carried the key away with him. We tried to open the room door with other keys, but could not succeed. I then proposed to the proprietors to let me burst the door open, which with his consent I did. We then went into the room and the first thing that attracted my notice was a large Navy revolver and a dark coat hanging on the wall. I went down stairs, saw Major O’Beirne and reported the matter to him. He went upstairs with me and we failed to find the room at that time, not knowing the number. He then came down and desired to know the number of the room from the proprietor. Major O’Beirne was called away on important business connected with the assassination of President Lincoln by J. Wilkes Booth. I went to the proprietor and he told me that the number of the room was 126, when he and myself went to the room. I then searched the pockets of the dark coat hanging upon the wall, and found a bankbook with a credit of $455 to J. Wilkes Booth (his name being written as J. W. Booth on the outside and J. Wilkes Booth on the inside). This deposit was made in a certain Ontario Bank, also a war map of the Southern States, three packages of pistol cartridges, a piece of licorice, a pair of new gauntlets and a soiled collar. I then made a thorough search of the room, and found two pocket-handkerchiefs, one marked Mary Booth, the other, F. M. Nelson,1 also two leather belts and one pistol scabbard. I then went to the bed and commenced taking off the clothing and underneath the sheets (in the middle of the bed) I found a large bowie knife, somewhat stained, which I think was about 10 inches long. I then took charge of the property herein stated and turned it over to Major Jas. R. O’Beirne, Prom Mar. DC My firm conviction is that this man G. A. Atzerodt came into this house to assassinate His Excellency, Andrew Johnson, President of the United States, and that though seemingly deferred, would have been attempted on the night of April 15th 1865, but for the opportune and providential interposition herein indicated.

John Lee

Chief Detective of Pro. Mar. DC



2 Andrew Johnson.

1 Mary Ann Booth, John Wilkes Booth’s mother. Frederick Massena Nelson, brother-in-law of David Herold.


	DAVID LEVY	(3:789–90)
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David Levy

Registers Office

Camp Cadwalader

April 16, 1865

Hon. E. M. Stanton    11 ½ o’clock AM

Sec. of War

Sir,

Enclosed you will find a letter picked up by me this morning near the Depot of the street railway on Ridge Avenue, just above Twenty First Street, about ten o’clock A.M. It was not enclosed in an envelope and of course I read it. I guess the person that wrote it knows all about the assassination of President Lincoln, the Great. If we only knew who she was. I hesitated a moment and then came to the conclusion that I would better send it to you, as you are the proper man. I didn’t say anything to anyone about it to anyone, but wrote the above to you and here it is if it will ever be of any use to you. I can give you no more information in regard to it. I am a soldier detailed at the Register Office Camp Cadwalader. And of course I will do all that I have sworn to do to protect my country.

Very respectfully, your obedient

Servant,

David Levy,

Camp Cadwalader, Phila.


	WILLIAM J. LEWIS	(6:304–5)
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Washington April 27th 1865

Wm. J. Lewis

Wm. J. Lewis, National Hotel, Washington, states:

I know Mr. Hulton. I became acquainted with him in Castle Thunder.1 He told me he knew Surratt; had lived in his house for three or four weeks. Surratt then told Hutlon that he held a commission as Special Agent of the Confederate Government (so called). That he was a spy therefore. That they held meetings at his house, and that at his (Surratt’s) house was received the contraband mail, which near there crossed the Potomac.2 Hulton is now at Gettysville, Washington Co. Md.

Wm. J. Lewis



1 Confederate prison in Richmond.

2 Records of the Confederate Signal Bureau list the Surratt Tavern (and the boarding house in Washington) as a “safe house” in a report to the Confederate secretary of war.


	G. NORMAN LIEBER	(7:130–33)


F-30

Letter to Holt from Lieber, April 26, 1866

Letterhead: War Department, Bureau of Rebel Archives, Washington DC,

April 26, 1866

General,

In accordance with endorsement from this office of Nov. 1, 1865, on a communication from Maj. Ed. E. Bryant, Judge Advocate, relative to steamboat burning, which was referred by you to the Chief of the Archive Office for such information as he could furnish. I have the honor to transmit the accompanying copies of papers, which has recently come to light.

Very respectfully

Your obedient servant

G. Norman Lieber

Bvt Lt. Col.

In abs. Of Chief, A.O.

Maj. Gen. J. Holt


	W. L. C. LINCOLN	(6:545–47)


“L” 41 (JAO) 1865

Boscobel May 10th 1865

Lincoln, W. L. C.

Captain and Provost Marshal

3rd Dist. Wisconsin

Endorsements

A.A. P.M. Genl’s office

Madison, May 10th 1865

Respectfully referred to Brig. Gen. James B. Fry, Pro. Mar. Gen. Washington D. C. with request to be furnished instructions to govern in the case of Peter Coyer, and all other similar cases which may come to light in this state.

Chas. L. Lovell

Lieut. Col. 18th Infy

A.A. P.M. Gen. Wisc.

War Department May 22nd 1865

Respectfully referred to Judge Advocate Gen. J. Holt for instructions as to what course should be pursued in this and similar cases.

H. L. Burnett

Brvt Col. & Judge Advocate

War Department

Bureau of Mil. Justice

May 31 1865

Respectfully returned to Colonel Burnett, Judge Advocate.

It is understood that the Secretary of War does not deem it expedient for the government to incur the trouble and expense of bringing to trial the parties whose offenses consist solely in the utterance of words expressing satisfaction at the assassination of the President, their language being accompanied by any acts of a treasonable character and no connection with the conspiracy being alleged.

A. A. Hosmer

Maj. & Judge Adv. In the absence of the Judge Adv. Genl.

Letter

Boscobel Wisc, May 9th 1865

Lieut. Col. Chas L. Lovell

A. A. Pro. Mar. Genl. Madison Wisc.

Colonel,

I have the honor to report that one Peter Coyer, a citizen of Marietta, Crawford Co. declared the Wednesday before the President’s death, that Lincoln would be killed before the expiration of two weeks. That he would bet fifty (50) dollars on it and that when the news reached that town that Prest. Lincoln was assassinated he (Coyer) declared that he was glad to hear it & that he had hoped to hear such news much sooner. I would further report that the above facts were reported in person to this office by a Mr. Robert Harris, a highly respectable citizen of the same town, who states that he heard Mr. Coyer make the above declarations and that the following persons can be relied upon to prove his (Harris) statement: James Wood, S. O. Ruiney, Jonathan Coburn & Oscar Livingston.

Shall I send one or more of the guards on duty at these Hdqrs to arrest said Coyer?

Very Reply

Your Obt. Servt

W. L. Lincoln

Capt. & Pro. Mar.


	SERGEANT GEORGE LINDSLEY	(2:233–34)
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Headquarters Post

Monocacy Junction

April 19th evening

Mr. Purdem,1

Dear Sir,

Frank arrived here about 7 o’clock where he found me. He reported to me the same as you directed him. I then reported the same to Capt. He will send Sergt. Gammell with five men to you immediately. I cannot come as my horse is barefooted and has been under the saddle for the last three days. Please do not say anything to these men about the pistol there was no holster with it. I got the rifle. Give my love to all the family and believe me your friend.

Sergt Ch. G. Lindsley

I would like very much to come tonight.

Send me a small note by the bearer of this tell me if you got the pistol. I got four in all.



1 James W. Purdom, a Montgomery County, Maryland, farmer who served as an informer for the Union Army. Lindsley, a personal friend of Purdom, took the message that Purdom gave to Private Frank O’Daniel to Captain Soloman Townsend of the 1st Delaware Cavalry. Townsend sent a unit of men under Sergeant Z. Gemmill to capture Atzerodt.


	COLUMBUS S. LITTLE	(4:234–42)
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27th April 1865

Little, Columbus M.

and

Little, Oscar

Explain their antecedents.

Washington, April 27th 1865

Columbus M. Little, sworn and examined by Col. Foster

Q. Where do you reside?

A. On 10th St. between D & C.

Q. What is your business?

A. Coach painting: coach and ornamental painting.

Q. How long have you been in that business?

A. Going on eleven years.

Q. Where were you born?

A. In Washington City.

Q. How long have you lived here?

A. All my life, Colonel, except for the past few years I have been working on a farm.

Q. Where?

A. In Virginia, seven miles from Winchester.

Q. Lived with your father?

A. Yes sir.

Q. When did you return here?

A. Two years ago, a little over.

Q. How long have you lived in your present place?

A. I went there in November, a little before Christmas.

Q. You have been there ever since?

A. Yes sir.

Q. Do you know a man by the name of Booth?

A. I do not. The last time I saw him when he played “The Apostate” when he took the character of Pescara, for McCullough’s benefit, supported by McCullough.1

Q. Was that the last time you saw him?

A. Yes sir.

Q. Do you know a man by the name of John H. Surratt?

A. I do not.

Q. Have you ever heard of such a person?

A. Only since the assassination.

Q. Who has been in the habit of coming to see you at home during the past week?

A. No one at all.

Q. Have you had any person coming to see you?

A. No sir.

Q. Who is in the habit of coming to see you on the first floor?

A. A German is in the habit of coming there, a gentleman by the name of Harlan in the Judge Advocates Dept.

Q. Where is his place?

A. That is the little room.

Q. What other?

A. There is an Italian in the dining room, that is all.

Q. What is his name?

A. Bernitze.

Q. His business?

A. Shoemaker, I think.

Q. Do you know where his place of business is?

A. His room.

Q. How many of your own family?

A. My two brothers and myself.

Q. What is their business?

A. My brother Oscar, arrested last night with myself, is a coach trimmer. He never learned the trade thoroughly, but he can work on harness and trimming. And Gilbert is an apprentice. He went to his trade about three months before the war commenced, at Winchester. Since the rebellion, the office broke up, the parties going south & he has been at home on the farm, until a year ago he came here and has been here ever since. He has been living with me since last June when he came to Washington.

Q. Do you remember last night of a person coming into your house through the alleyway?

A. No sir, I was at the little house adjoining.

Q. When did you leave there?

A. When I heard the footsteps of your men.

Q. Then you came in?

A. Yes sir.

Q. Up to that time you had been at work?

A. Yes sir. Also my brother Gilbert, my brother Oscar was in bed.

Q. What are the political sentiments of the brother we did not arrest?

A. Union. The whole family has been Union from the jump. He is nothing but a mere boy.

Q. His actions were very strange.

A. He was at work in the paint shop. He is proud & indignant and impudent. He is inclined to be impudent to everyone.

Q. Did you hear any footsteps in the little alleyway while you were working in the shop last night?

A. I heard a little noise & found some person stopping to make water, & I made the remark to Gilbert that I would have to close the gate or the place would be all stinked up.

Q. Is that all the noise you heard?

A. Yes sir, until your men came there.

Q. You heard no rustling of skirts?

A. No sir.

Q. How do they get into your house by ringing or knocking?

A. They walk right in, the door is never locked.

Q. Is not the next a house of prostitution?

A. No sir, an Italian, next to that is an Irish family. It is a very bad neighborhood, & I am sorry to be caught there.

Q. When did you take the oath of allegiance?

A. Two years ago, when I first came to Washington. Squire Hollingshead and myself went together to the Provost Marshals office.

Q. Have you that oath?

A. I had it, but I lost it with some other papers.



1 March 18, 1865, at Ford’s Theatre.


	OSCAR P. LITTLE	(4:243–44)
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Oscar P. Little, being sworn testified as follows:

Is a harness maker at the Government shop at 21st and F. Has lived for the past five years in Virginia, Shenandoah Valley about seven miles from Winchester. Came to Wash. the first day of November 1864; first boarded with my brother on M. St. between H & O & then moved to the house we now occupy; lived there since the first of December; Came home last night I presume about half past nine; had been at Bryant & Stratton’s college; College closed at nine; went home and went to bed; heard no person come into the house after I went to bed; heard nobody in the alley; heard no sudden commotion before the officers arrived; took the oath of allegiance last month at Mr. Allen’s Department before I was paid off; had been in the employ there since about 13th of March last; did not have a copy of the oath; don’t know J. Wilkes Booth, Surratt, or Atzerodt.


	J. L. [M.] LLOYD1	(4:45, PW, Poore I:115, 137, Pitman 85, 87)


J. L. Lloyd

Testifies that near 1:00 in the morning, ^the^ two horsemen came to his house, Herold inquiring of him for the carbine’s that had been left there prior to that by Herold and Surratt. That they received from him one of the carbines and the ammunition. That the other rider complained that he had broken his leg from his horse falling; seemed to be in great pain; did not dismount. That the stranger informed him ^of the murder^ in these words “We have killed President Lincoln and Secretary Seward”. They then proceeded rapidly on in the direction of Allen’s Fresh.



1 John Minchin Lloyd leased the Surratt Tavern from Mary Surratt in November 1864.


	JOHN M. LLOYD	(5:148–56, PW, Poore I:115, 137, Pitman 85, 87)
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Statement taken in Bryantown by Colonel H. H. Wells.

Bryantown, Md. April 22, 1865

Statement of John M. Lloyd

John M. Lloyd, living at Surrattsville, Prince Georges County Md. states:2

The house occupied by me is an old hotel owned by Mrs. Surratt, now living in Washington, and was formerly occupied by her as a hotel. The last time I saw John Surratt was on the 25th of March, 1865, when he was at my place. I understood he was there the next Monday, and went from there in a stage to Washington.

Some five or six weeks previous to the assassination of President Lincoln, John Surratt and David Herold came to my place in a buggy and George Atzerodt came on horseback. Surratt had two carbines and a box of cartridges and wished them to remain there for a few days until he would call for them. They came from the direction of TB, where Herold went the night before, but Surratt and Atzerodt went the next morning in the direction of TB and returned with Herold. Surratt asked me to take care of them, and I told him I did not like to receive such things into the house, but I consented at last to do so, and he went and concealed them upstairs in a back room, unfinished, between the floor and the ceiling overhead;1 it was a place that I never had observed before until it was pointed out to me by Surratt. I always felt uneasy about them and about two weeks afterwards, when Surratt & Atzerodt came there, I begged them to take the carbines away, and that they must be taken away, as I thought it would be a suspicious circumstance if they were found in the house. They promised that they would take them away, but they never did. About a week previous to the night of the murder, Mrs. Surratt, mother of John, met me in Uniontown2 and asked me about those shooting-irons, and if I could get them out. I said I would try, thinking, of course, that they wished to take them away, and on the afternoon of the murder, about five o’clock, Mrs. Surratt came to my place and told me to get those shooting-irons and two bottles of whiskey ready, as some persons would call for them that night. She did not mention who would call nor the time of night. She did not remain at my house but a few minutes after I saw her; she had been there a few minutes before I saw her. This matter seemed to be her whole business with me. She was driven, in a buggy, by a young man, whose name I do not know; but have been informed it was Wiechmann.

I could not divine what they wanted of these carbines, and I was very anxious to have them taken away, and felt relieved that they were going away; but I had no idea of what was going on, more than the man in the moon. That evening I went to work and got them out of their hiding place and put them in my room.

That night, about a quarter past twelve o’clock, two men rode up to my house on horseback and I went out and found they were David Herold and a man I did not know.

Herold told me to hurry up and get those things, meaning, as I supposed, the carbines. He jumped off his horse and came into the house and I went upstairs and brought down one carbine and the box of cartridges, and Herold went into the bar and got a bottle of whiskey which he brought out to the other man, who remained on his horse. I asked Herold if he wanted the other carbine, when the other man spoke and said he could not carry a carbine as his leg was broke, and he wanted to find a surgeon and have it set. He then asked me if I wanted to hear some news. I said it was immaterial to me whether he told it or not. From the manner in which the arms had been concealed and the fact of those parties calling for them in this way, I concluded something would be done or had been done of a serious nature. But I replied to this man that he could do as he pleased. He then said: “We have killed President Lincoln and Secretary Seward.” I was so astonished that I do not think I made any reply; but if I had had a carbine in my hand, I would have shot him on the spot. I felt satisfied, however, that they were heavily armed and that I could do nothing against them successfully.

My house is ten miles from the Navy Yard Bridge, Washington. That day I had been to Marlborough attending a trial, and had drank considerably, and had drank more after I arrived home, where I went to sleep and slept until twelve o’clock, and these men came soon after I woke. Herold rode a bay horse, medium-sized, about 15 hands high, dark mane and tail; she appeared to be a tolerably smart animal. The horse the other man rode was a large horse, and seemed to be a gray or roan in the night. I think he had on a light or white hat, dark coat and light pantaloons; all that I noticed on his face was a mustache; if he had anything more it was a small imperial. When they left, they started their horses at a full gallop in the direction of TB. I do not think they remained at my house more than five minutes.

I first mentioned these facts to Lieut. Lovett on Wednesday last, the day after I was arrested. Some soldiers called at my house on Saturday morning, the day after the murder between nine and ten o’clock, and inquired if I had seen any parties passed by there that morning. I told them I had not. They then told me that the President had been murdered, and an attempt had been made to murder Secretary. I was satisfied then that the parties who had been at my house in the night were the guilty parties.

I have been shown the photographs of J. Wilkes Booth, and, to the best of my belief, it is the likeness of the man who was with Herold as above stated, and who said “We have killed the President and Secretary Seward.”

About three weeks after the carbines were left with me, I met Atzerodt in Washington and asked him what I should do with them; when he said I had better bury them; but I did not do so.

On Monday the 17th of April, I went toward Allen’s Fresh, about fifteen miles distant from my place, to get my wife, who was stopping with my brother, Robert Lloyd, about three miles from Allen’s Fresh. I arrived there about six o’clock at night, and started home with my wife early the next morning. I stopped at Bryantown and took breakfast at the hotel kept by Mr. Montgomery. I left Bryantown about eleven o’clock for home, and when within about two hundred yards of TB, I was arrested by Lieut. Lovett and taken to the house of Mr. Robey, who lives near my place. After my arrest, I communicated the facts above stated to Lieut. Lovett.

I had no knowledge of the plans or intentions of these men, and have had no information of their whereabouts since the night they were at my house by which I could tell where they now are. I should judge, however, that they would try to cross the Potomac as speedily as possible, and would probably take the route to Allen’s Fresh. There is a man named Adams in Newport, at whose house they might stop on their way.



2 Lloyd, suspected of being part of Booth’s conspiracy, became the government’s key witness against Mary Surratt, resulting in her conviction and death sentence. Lloyd’s testimony was crucial in Mary Surratt’s conviction. Lloyd’s statement that he knew what Herold meant when Herold told him to “hurry up and get those things” supported the prosecution claim that Mary Surratt had told him earlier in the day to have the carbines, whiskey, and field glass ready as they would be picked up that night.

1 Between the ceiling joists over the attached kitchen.

2 That part of the District of Columbia known today as Anacostia.

(5:157–61, PW, Poore I:115, 137, Pitman 85, 87)1
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John M. Lloyd, statement

Furnished by W. P. Wood

Supt. O. C. Prison

Committed April 23rd 1865

Is a native of Virginia, aged forty (40) years, (removed to Charles Co. Md. when two (2) years of age) resided in Washington about fifteen (15) years; was a police officer under James Berret, ex-mayor of Washington City. In the spring of 1862 moved to Prince George Co. Md. on the farm of John Frazier with whom he (Lloyd) was in partnership. About the 20th of December 1864, moved into the house of Mrs. Surratt in Prince George County, Md. on the main road between Washington and TB; rented the house from Mrs. Surratt. After his removal to the house was on friendly terms with the Surratt family. Lloyd denies any knowledge of the conspiracy to murder President Lincoln. John H. Surratt, David E. Herold, and Atzerodt have visited Lloyd’s place, drank whiskey and played cards at Lloyd’s house and with him. In the latter part of February or early part of March 1865, David E. Herold came to Lloyd’s place after sunset and played several games of cards and drank whiskey until about ten o’clock. Herold said he must go to TB on business that night. Lloyd invited Herold to remain, but Herold declined and started for TB. About ten o’clock A.M. the next morning, Surratt came to Lloyd’s in a buggy accompanied by Atzerodt on horseback. They remained about twenty minutes when they started in the direction of TB. In about a half hour, they returned to Lloyd’s house accompanied by Herold. They all stopped at Lloyd’s a few minutes. After their arrival Surratt asked Lloyd into the parlor, two carbines with ammunition in cartridge boxes, together with a rope and monkey wrench were on the sofa. Surratt asked Lloyd to take charge of them and conceal them. The arms were taken to an unfinished room on the second floor of a back building, the floor of which is lower than the floor of the main building, which admits of an opening in the ceiling between the main building and the unplastered room. The carbines were brought up to this room by Lloyd; the cartridge boxes were brought up by Surratt. The carbines and cartridge boxes were placed in the ceiling of the main building by Lloyd. The wrench and rope were placed in the storeroom below. Surratt said he would take them away soon. About ten days before the murder of the President, Lloyd saw Atzerodt near the Anacosta Engine house at the Navy Yard and asked what disposition should be made of the arms, as he (Lloyd) desired them removed from his premises. Atzerodt informed Lloyd that he did not know what he should do with them, but advised Lloyd to have them buried. No removal of the arms was made. On the Monday previous to the assassination, Mrs. M. E. Surratt met Lloyd at Uniontown (a place near the Anacosta bridge) and asked him (Lloyd) if he had the shooting irons. Lloyd replied they were shoved very far back as he expected the house would be searched. She then requested Lloyd to have them ready as they would be called for soon. Wiechmann was in the buggy with Mrs. Surratt and heard the conversation.

On the Friday of the assassination, Mrs. Surratt was at Lloyd’s house. Her business was exclusively in relation to the firearms. Mrs. Surratt requested Lloyd to get the arms in readiness as there would be parties to call for them that night, also to have two bottles of whiskey for the parties at the same time. She gave Lloyd a fieldglass wrapped up in a piece of paper which she also requested him to give to the parties who would call for the arms.

Wiechmann was with Mrs. Surratt, but did not hear the conversation; after which Wiechmann drove Mrs. Surratt towards Washington. On Friday night Herold and Booth stopped at Lloyd’s house about twelve o’clock P.M. Lloyd came down and let Herold into the house. Lloyd set out a bottle of whiskey. Herold drank some and took the bottle out to Booth. Herold requested Lloyd to make haste and get the things. Lloyd then took out one of the carbines, cartridge box and field glass; when he learned from Booth that his leg was broken and that the other carbine could not be carried. Booth then informed Lloyd that they had killed the President and Secretary Seward. The parties then immediately rode off. Lloyd denied all knowledge of either Booth or Herold passing by way of his house or any knowledge of the matter to either detectives or officers in search of the murderers, but on Saturday succeeding the week after the murder, made a statement to Col. Wells at Bryantown, some of the interrogations being made by myself at the time.



1 Statement taken down by William P. Wood, superintendent of the Old Capitol Prison, while Lloyd was being held there.

(5:162–83, PW, Poore I:115, 137, Pitman 85, 87)

Statement of J. S.[L.] Lloyd

April 28th 1865

J. S.[L.] Lloyd states as follows:

I first saw Booth on the night of the assassination, that is, if it was he. I am not acquainted with him.

Think I have been acquainted with Mrs. Surratt since November or December. I went down to see about renting her place; rented her place & moved there. Since that time my business has been keeping tavern at Surrattsville. John H. Surratt has been at my house often during that time. I suppose he has been there 15 or 20 times off and on. I am unable to say what his object would be in coming so often. He never said what he came for. He seemed to come for nothing but pleasure. He knocked around about the country rightly smart there to parties and balls. I have understood that he studied to be a priest once. I was not acquainted with the family at all until since I went down there to rent the place. He formerly kept the post office at the same place. I do not know how long. I do not know whether it was last year or year before last. The last time I saw Surratt was on the 25th of last month, when he came there with his mother. I do not know what he came for. I did not hear any conversation at all that day of any consequence. There was a good amount of persons there. She did not stay there, but came back to Washington. They had another lady with them, & they seemed to be in company.1 She did not seem to have anything to do. Do not know when, prior to that she was last there, was the last time I saw him. He has been there several times.

Question: You remember of his coming to see you some time before that and leaving something?

Answer: Oh, yes; five or six weeks prior to the assassination he came there with Dave Herold & Atzerodt & left things there. Nobody else was with them. The evening before, Herold was at my house playing cards. Walter Griffin was one of those playing cards, and two or three others. I don’t remember the names now. I was myself engaged in it too. He drove up & seemed to be very uneasy about his horse and gave my little nephew a quarter to watch his horse to keep it from running away. Griffen wanted him to go down & spend the night with him, but I prevailed upon ^urged^ him to stay with me. After playing several games he started out and said he was going down to TB. The next morning Surratt and Atzerodt came down to my house. They came from towards the city. Do not know which way Herold had come from; it was dark, & I was engaged in playing a game of cards. My little nephew attended to his horse. He is some 10 or 12 years old. When I saw the horse his head, I believe, was pointed towards the fence with the buggy toward the city, & I should judge he must have come from the city.

Surratt and Atzerodt started off in the same direction. They came from towards Washington & stopped there a little while. I am not certain whether they asked about him. Surratt was in a buggy and the other Atzerodt was horseback. They had been gone hardly half an hour when they all three came back. They stayed there and enjoyed themselves until pretty near dinnertime. Just before they were going away, one of the buggies, I discovered from behind the bar, drove up to the front of the house. It was Herold’s buggy, and Surratt called me into the front room & on the sofa there lay then two firearms or carbines. I did not examine them. I had them in my hands. He remarked, “They are something like those that the cavalry use only heavier. They were in a kind of woolen cloth. He had a rope. It was done up in a coil. I judge it an inch rope, and about 15 or 20 feet long. There was nothing else beside the rope. There was some ammunition. There was no whiskey given to me that I know of. He asked me to take care of them a few days until he called for them. He showed me where to put them; up in the ceiling of the house in an unfinished room, where the joint is not covered with lathing or plastering & they were put there. He did not I understood him to say he would call for them. He did not say when they would be called for. I did not want to receive such things in the house; but he said there would be no danger and I submitted to it. I told Atzerodt I did not want them there and he told me I had better bury them. I did not know what object they had in mind for having them there. Mrs. Surratt was down that day, and in fact had before that met me in Uniontown and asked me in relation to them. It was on Monday previous to the murder. I have been reflecting over it, I think it was Monday. She spoke to me in such a way in relation to them that I did not understand her. I looked at her & did not know what she meant. Finally she came out and asked me about the firearms. I told her that they had been shoved back, and she asked me to get them out as they would be called for soon. She did not say anything about the rope. She called on the evening of the murder with a man by the name of Wiechmann. They came in a buggy and one horse. I did not notice the horse. I think I have seen the same horse before. It strikes me it was a dun horse; a kind of yellow horse; but I won’t be positive about that. A dun horse is between bay and gray somewhat. I was not at home that day. I had an assault and battery case to attend to at Baltimore & got pretty tight. The case was postponed. I did not get back till 5 o’clock that evening. I reckon it was after that. I found Mrs. Offutt, my sister in law, at home and Mrs. Surratt and this young man. I do not remember now whether anybody was in the barroom or not. Mrs. Surratt asked me about those things again, and asked me to get them out for her, saying that they would be called for that night. Mrs. Offutt was present, but not anybody else. Wiechmann was not present. I did not see him until after they had got ready to go. She said her buggy had been broken down and I must fix it for her. She did not tell me who was to call for them, nor whether more than one person was to call for them, nor at what time they were to be called for. She asked me to have two bottles of whiskey prepared for them. I think she said there would be some parties who call for them. She did not say anything about Dave, nor did she mention any names.

She did not say that there would be startling news. The only conversation I had with her was while there I was taking some fish and oysters out of my wagon. She gave me a little bundle rolled up at that time, and asked me to put that with them, which I forgot to tell Col. Wells; and when I opened it so see what it was I found it to be a field glass. I opened it & took it out; it was a curiosity to me. It was double glass & a large one. It was in a case. She said that was to be given with the other things.

She left as soon as she got her buggy fixed. It was a little before sundown. Wiechmann did not say anything when they left. I went to bed very early; I do not suppose it was much over eight o’clock. I was pretty well in liquor & consequently wanted to retire early. I woke up just as the clock struck 12. I woke of myself; and just at that time there was a rap at the door. I went down & opened the door. I found Herold there, and there was another man sitting on a horse whom I did not know. I cannot describe his dress correctly. I thought he had on light pantaloons and dark coat; with a kind of white hat on. Herold appeared to be dressed in dark clothing. Herold asked me to hurry and get those things that were left there. I had taken them down in accordance with Mrs. Surratt’s direction and put them in the room. The rope was not down. It is at home now in the lock-up. That was never hidden at all. It was put in the lock-up room with a monkey wrench there, which was with it. I then brought them down. They took one of the carbines. The other one they left. (I think Capt. Cottingham1 got it). They also took the opera glass. I took a bottle of whiskey out to this man on the horse, to drink from. Young Herold did not have much any conversation with me, of any consequence, at all. He said so little that I can hardly tell what he said. It was nothing of any importance. He did not speak about his friend; his friend did all the talking. His friend remarked that he should ^could^ take no carbine; that he had his leg broken. Then said he, “I will tell you some news if you want to hear it.” I said, “I am not particular, you can tell it if you think proper.” He then told me about the assassination. I am pretty sure he said, “We have assassinated the President and Secretary Seward”.

Question: Did you think from that that Herold was the one that killed Seward?

Answer: I would not be certain about that because I supposed there might have been others might have been concerned in it.

Question: Why should you suppose others when there were only two there?

Answer: I had no reason to suppose anything about it, for I did not know whether Herold was his guide or not. From information I got since, I suppose that Herold was his guide.

Question: What made you think that there were other parties who had assisted?

Answer: Only the use of the word “we”.

Question: Had not you had some intimation before this that there was such a thing contemplated?

Answer: I had not.

Question: Had Mrs. Surratt never given you any hints that something startling to come off?

Answer: No, sir.

Question: Had not Dave Herold?

Answer: No, sir. I had never had any idea that he was mixed up in any such matter. He was always talking a great deal of nonsense. I never heard him say anything about anything coming off. He was very noisy, but I never heard him talk anything of this kind. Nobody else ever hinted it to me. The only time that I had had the least idea was on one occasion when John Surratt came down there very wild; but he did not say anything by which I could get any clue. It was very rattle-brained and talk. I could not tell what it was. It was something about the devil was to pay; I thought meaning himself more than anything else. It was not that “ ‘the devil’ would be to pay”.

Question: And that was something suspicious?

Answer: Well, I do not look at it as being suspicious at all. They never said more than that to me. I will assure you. I cannot tell what Surratt was saying at the time. He was not speaking about anything in particular. He and Atzerodt appeared to be pretty well in drink. They were knocking cigars out of each other’s mouth, etc.

When Booth & Herold rode off they did not ask where they could find a doctor. Herold said, “We must find a doctor somewhere.” I told him I did not know of any in that neighborhood. Don’t know who suggested Mudd, I did not. They rode off directly after they had made use of that expression. Herold rode across to my stable. He rode across & came back immediately; and he got his horse between me and this other man and they rode off.

Question: When did the guard first come down to your house inquiring?

Answer: The next morning.

Question: Why didn’t you tell them they had been there?

Answer: I was too frightened. After they told me that I was frightened. If I had had any idea of it I would have blown them through. The guard asked me if any person had passed that morning, and I told them they had not that morning.

Question: When the next guard came, what did you tell them?

Answer: I do not think the next one asked me any questions. I think there was a policeman came next. Some 5 or 6 soldiers came there next first.

Question: Had you said nobody had passed?

Answer: I said nobody had passed that morning. I told the policeman that there was no one passed that I knew of, and that if I had found out any information I would give it to him.

Question: Did not you say more than that; that if any had passed you would have known it?

Answer: No sir. I do not know when the next guard passed. They were passing all day. There were more than 20. I do not know whether there were more than 20 or not.

There were several down there the next day also. Most all the guards who came there were asking about Surratt.

Question: Did you tell all of them that nobody had passed Friday night or Saturday morning?

Answer: They made inquiries nearly altogether about Surratt, except the first one. I gave pretty much the same story. I did not give any direct information until the following Wednesday.

Question: Then was the time that a Negro had told that the man did stop there?

Answer: I was not aware anything about it. It was to Lieutenant Levinson. I would have told it previously had I been at home; but I went down near Allen’s Fresh after my wife on Monday morning. I wanted her at home. I heard of the murder before I went down there. Did not hear any particulars.

Question: At that time was not Allen’s Fresh the headquarters of the Provost Marshal?

Answer: I do not know sir.

Question: You never spoke of that rope until tonight?

Answer: I spoke of it to an old gentleman the other day. I don’t know who he was.

Question: Did you tell anything about the field glass before?

Answer. I am not sure whether I related it to him or not. I did not to the others because it went out of my mind. I was so much worried and bothered about the affair that I had forgotten. I gave Col. Wells a better description of it because it was fresher in my mind.



1 Most likely Sarah Slater, a Confederate courier whom John Surratt frequently accompanied between Richmond, Washington, and New York.

1 Army detective.

(2:199–209, PW, Poore I:115, 137, Pitman 85, 87)
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Lloyd John M.

Copy

Bryantown Md. 22nd April ’65

John M. Lloyd, living at Surrattsville, Prince George’s County Md. States:

The house occupied by me is an old hotel owned by Mrs. Surratt, now living in Washington, and was formerly occupied by her as a hotel. The last time I saw John Surratt was on the 25th of March 1865 when he was at my place. I understood he was there the next Monday and went from there in a stage to Washington.

Some five or six weeks previous to the assassination of President Lincoln, John Surratt and David Herold came to my place in a buggy and George Atzerodt came on horseback.

Surratt had two carbines and a box of cartridges and wished them to remain there for a few days until he would call for them. They came from the direction of T.B.1 where Herold went the night before but Surratt and Atzerodt went the next morning in the direction of T.B. and returned with Herold. Surratt asked me to take care of them & I told him I did not like to receive such things into the house, but I consented at last to do so and he went and concealed them upstairs in a back room, unfinished, between the floor and the ceiling overhead; it was a place that I never had observed before until it was pointed out to me by Surratt. I always felt uneasy about them and about two weeks afterwards when Surratt and Atzerodt came there I begged them to take the carbines away and that they must be taken away, as I thought it would be a suspicious circumstance if they were found in the house. They promised that they would take them away but they never did. About a week previous to the night after the murder Mrs. Surratt, mother of John, met me in Uniontown and asked me about those shooting irons, and if I could get them out.

I said I would try, thinking of course that they wished to take them away, and on the afternoon of the murder, about five o’clock, Mrs. Surratt came to my place and told me to get those shooting irons and two bottles of whiskey ready, as some persons would call for them that night; she did not mention who would call nor the time of night. She did not remain at my house but a few minutes after I saw her. She had been there a few minutes before I saw her; this matter seemed to be her whole business with me. She was driven in a buggy by a young man whose name I do not know, but have been informed it was Wiechmann.

I could not divine what they wanted of these carbines, and I was very anxious to have them taken away, and felt relieved that they were going away; but I had no idea of what was going on more than the man in the moon.

That evening I went to work and got them out of their hiding place and put them in my room.

That night, about a quarter past twelve o’clock, two men rode up to my house on horseback and I went out and found they were David Herold and a man I did not know. Herold told me to hurry up and get those things meaning, as I supposed, the carbines. He jumped off his horse and came into the house and I went upstairs and brought down one carbine and the box of cartridges and Herold went into the bar and got a bottle of whiskey which he brought out to the other man who remained on his horse. I asked Herold if he wanted the other carbine, when the other man spoke and said he could not carry a carbine as his leg was broke, and he wanted to find a surgeon and have it set. He then asked me if I wanted to hear some news. I said it was immaterial to me whether he told it or not. From the manner in which the arms had been concealed and the fact of these parties calling for them in this way I concluded something would be done or had been done of a serious nature.

But I replied to this man that he could do as he pleased. He then said, “We have killed President Lincoln and Secretary Seward”.

I was so astonished that I do not think I made any reply; but if I had had a carbine in my hand, I would have shot him on the spot.

I felt satisfied, however, that they were heavily armed, and that I could do nothing against them successfully.

My house is ten miles from the Navy Yard Bridge, Washington.

That day, I had been to Marlborough, attending a trial and had drank considerably and had drank more after I arrived home, where I went to sleep and slept until twelve o’clock and these men came soon after I woke.

Herold rode a bay horse, medium sized, about 15 hands high, dark mane and tail; she appeared to be a tolerably smart animal.

The horse the other man rode was a large horse and seemed to be a gray or roan in the night.

I think he had on a light or white hat, dark coat and light pantaloons; all that I noticed on his face was a mustache; if he had anything more it was a small imperial. When they left they started their horses at a full gallop in the direction of T.B.

I do not think they remained at my place more than five minutes.

I first mentioned these facts to Lieut. Lovett on Wednesday last the day after I was arrested.

Some soldiers called at my house on Saturday morning the day after the murder between nine and ten o’clock and inquired if I had seen any parties passed by there that morning. I told them I had not. They then told me that the President had been murdered and an attempt had been made to murder Secretary. I was satisfied then that the parties who had been at my house in the night were the guilty parties.

I have been shown the photograph of J. Wilkes Booth and to the best of my belief it is the likeness of the man who was with Herold as above stated and who said “We have killed the President and Secretary Seward.”

About three weeks after the carbines were left with me I met Atzerodt in Washington and asked him what I should do with them, when he said I had better bury them but I did not do so.

On Monday the 17th of April I went towards Allen’s Fresh about fifteen miles distant from my place to get my wife who was stopping with my brother Robert Lloyd about three miles from Allen’s Fresh. I arrive there about six o’clock at night and started home with my wife early the next morning. I stopped at Bryantown and took breakfast at the hotel kept by Mr. Montgomery. I left Bryantown about eleven o’clock for home and when within about two hundred yards of T.B. I was arrested by Lieut. Lovett and taken to the house of Mr. T. B. Robey, who lives near my place. After my arrest I communicated the facts above stated to Lieut. Lovett.

I had no knowledge of the plans or intentions of these men and have had no information of their whereabouts since the night they were at my house, by which I could tell where they now are.

I should judge, however, that they would try to cross the Potomac as speedily as possible and would probably take the route to Allen’s Fresh. There is a man named Adams in Newport at whose house they might stop on their way.



1 Small village a few miles south of Surrattsville.


	JAMES LODWICK	(3:1169–70)


“L” 709 (JAO) 1865

Lodwick, James

Troy

June 13, 1865

Hon Mr. Stanton

Respected Sir,

You would find it to the interest of the government to send for one Dr. C. J. Wood of this city. Said Wood has spent the first two years South & can give valuable information in regard to the conspiracy. He has now in his possession letters from James L. Orr, W. A. D. Carrall, Mark M. Potter, Beverly Holcombe & others.

Said Wood is a Dentist by profession & can be found at No. 22 Third St. Troy.

Respectfully Yours

James Lodwick


	THOMAS C. LOMBARD (FULLER FARM OIL COMPANY)1	(2:299)


“B” 101 (JAO) 1865

23 Congress Street, Boston

October 10, 1864

The books are now open for subscriptions to a portion of the stock of the Fuller Farm Oil Company, at Five Dollars per Share.

As a considerable part of the amount offered is already subscribed for, persons desiring to take advantage of the subscription price, would do well to give the matter immediate attention.

Thos. C. Lombard,

Secretary and Treasurer



1 Found by detectives among Booth’s papers in his room at the National Hotel in Washington.


	THORNTON K. LOTHROP	(3:1232–33)


“L” 723 (JAO) 1865

Lothrop, Thornton K.

Letterhead: Office of United States Attorney, District of Massachusetts, Boston, June 27th 1865

Sir,

I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter of June 24th, enclosing the affidavit of Edward Doran of Halifax in relation to infected clothing alleged to have been smuggled into this port on the Barque Halifax.

Please accept my thanks for your courtesy in sending it.

Very Resp. Yr. Obt Servt

Thornton K. Lothrop

Asst. US Atty.

Col. H. L. Burnett

Bvt. Col. & Judge Advocate

Blackburn smuggled his trunks of “infected” clothing into Halifax aboard the steamer Alphia on July 12, 1864.


	LOTTERY, FLETCHER BROTHERS	(7:634–49)


F-114

Lotteries, June 21, 1865

Envelopes 1 each

Mr. John Langley, Surratt, Prince George Co. Md.

Mr. J. H. Surratt, Surratt’s, Prince George Co. Md.

Mr. Thos. Ward, Surratt’s, Prince George Co. Md.

Mr. John French, Surratt’s, Prince George Co. Md.

Each envelope contained 2 enclosures

One describes a payout of $318,750, for a $10 ticket. All identical.

The other is a letter from one of 3 sources, but all are identical in verbiage Sources

Fletcher Bros. Box 5549 PO New York City

Chas. M. Brien & Co. Box 2100 P.O New York City, Office No. 80 Nassau St.

Hammett & Co. Box 2100, PO New York City, office No. 80 Nassau St.

Letterhead: Office of Fletcher Brothers, Licensed by US government, New York, June 21st 1865

Dear Sir,

From what we can learn of public sentiment in your State, we are satisfied that there exists a strong feeling against lotteries and as we are fully determined to remove that prejudice, by sending a handsome prize to someone who will make it known, we offer you for $10 the chance of a splendid fortune in a full Managers Certificate of sixteenths of tickets in the Royal Havana or Cuba Plan Lottery, class 360 to be drawn on the 31st day of July 1865, (see the enclosed official scheme of this truly magnificent Lottery) the Kentucky Lotteries are drawn by the laws of the state and under the supervision of Commissioners appointed for that purpose. We mention this fact to convince you that we are sincere in this communication. Now we frankly say to you that our sole object is to increase our business in your neighborhood by having you or someone else, draw a large prize at our office, and to accomplish this, we offer you the above described certificate, with the understanding that after we have sent you the money it draws, should you be successful, you are to make it public, and inform your friends and acquaintances that we sold you the prize. If you will agree to do that, we will truly bind ourselves, that if the certificate does not draw you at least a $5000 prize we will send you another certificate in one of our extra lotteries for nothing.

All prizes drawn at our agency are promptly paid at our office No. 80 Nassau Street in New York City, by Draft, or otherwise as the purchaser may direct. Send us $10 by return mail, and give us the name of your nearest bank so that there may be no delay in forwarding you a Draft as soon as the drawing is over.

Should you doubt either the Legality of our business, or our acting under the Authority of a US License, you are at liberty to address either the Managers or make such other inquiry as you deem advisable. Use the enclosed envelope in making your remittance & write your Post Office, County & State in a plain hand Yours Truly

Fletcher Brothers

The official drawing is sent to all purchasers.

It is also published in the New York Herald. Unpaid letters will not be taken out of the Post Office.



1 A defense witness for Michael O’Laughlen. Loughran claimed that he spent the evening of April 14 in Washington with O’Laughlen and two other men.


	DANIEL LOUGHRAN1	(4:31, DW, Poore II:205, Pitman 230)


Daniel Loughran

Says that he knows Booth, was introduced to him three weeks ago by Michael O’Laughlin in the Lichau House, and invited him to drink.

(5:132–37, DW, Poore II:205, Pitman 230)
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Loughran, Daniel

18th April 1865

Daniel Loughran testifies


That he lives on B Street between 2nd and 3rd. Does not know the number; in the rear of Adams Express Office. Is employed in the Treasury Dept.; has been there over a year; is a store sutler by trade; never has had anything to do with the theater. Knows Mr. Booth. Had an introduction to him about three weeks ago; Michael O’Laughlin introduced him in the Lichau House; invited me to drink. Had heard O’Laughlin speak about Booth, but never saw him before. The number of the Hotel he believes 446. There was a ball at the Oddfellows Hall and this young man that was here before me was going to the ball, and Mike O’Laughlin and Arnold were at this house; they wanted me to go to the ball but I did not want to go. Finally they prevailed on me to come up and take a drink at the Lichau House. About that time Booth came in. I do not belong to any secret society and never did. I never had any more conversation with Mr. Booth than taking his hand and shaking it. Do not think I have seen him since. This was the only time that I ever saw him to know him. I was not at the theater Friday night. Was in company with Mike O’Laughlin on Friday night at Ruhlman’s Hotel. Left there, I think, about half past 9 o’clock. At that time I went home and went to bed. O’Laughlin remained there; at least he was there when I left. Never had any conversation with Mr. Booth. Never wrote to him. Never got a letter from him. Never had any conversation with him whatever, except this introduction.

It was perhaps 8 or 9 o’clock at night; not very cool, but I had an overcoat on. I do not think Booth had an overcoat on. He had a business coat on. I did not notice whether the edge was bound or not.

(Witness was shown Booth’s picture—sitting. Did not think it resembled Booth. The standing picture of Booth was then shown him and he thought it more like Booth.)2

When I saw him I think he had a slouch hat on, don’t think he had gloves on.



2 The photograph was reproduced and widely distributed by Colonel Lafayette Baker to aid in the search for Booth. Baker used the photographic facilities of the surgeon general’s laboratory to make copies of the picture. The photo is known today as Gutman No. 35. It was taken by Silsbee, Case and Company, Boston, Massachusetts.


	R. LOUGHRAN	(2:238–40)
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R. Loughran

Surgeon 2nd NY State Militia

Howard Grove Hospital, Richmond, Va. April 21st 1865

Hon. E. M. Stanton

Secretary of War

Sir,

Permit me, in connection with the evidence now being taken in regard to the murder of our late lamented Chief Magistrate, to place before you the accompanying copy of a letter taken from the Post Office in Washington, DC some time in January last, by the wife of Elphonzo Young, a private in the 15th NY Engineers, then and still, on duty with me as ward master in the hospital under my charge.

The address on the envelope was to “E. Young, Washington DC.” The surname and the initial of the given name, being the same as that of her husband, caused her to take the letter from the office. The letter proved not to be for her husband, but the contents of such a character as to determine her not to return it to the Post Office.

On consultation with friends, she was advised to take the letter directly to the President, which she did, after retaining a copy. As the original may have been mislaid or destroyed by him, and a copy of it form a link in the chain of evidence being sought, I take the liberty of forwarding the enclosed document which, Mrs. Young vouches, is a verbatim copy of the original. She also states that the general appearance of the letter indicated the originator to be a man of education, though he had endeavored to avoid any evidence of this, as you see in the copy.

I am

Very Respectfully,

Your Obt. Servt.

R. Loughran,

Surgeon 20, N. Y. S. Militia


	LIEUTENANT ALEXANDER LOVETT	(5:192–99, PW, Poore I:258, Pitman 87)
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Washington D. C.

May 2, 1865

Report of 1st Lieut. Alex Lovett

To Col. H. L. Burnett, J. A.

A statement of 1st Lieut. Alexander Lovett, Vet. Res. Corps.

Sir;

I most respectfully make the following report of my movements in the eastern counties of Maryland. I started from Washington D. C. on the night of April 17th 1865, pursuant to orders from J. R. O’Beirne, Prov. Mar. of board of enrollment for the District of Columbia, in charge of nine mounted men of provisional cavalry, and two special officers of Maj. O’Beirne’s force. Simon1 Garvin and William Williams proceeded to Robey’s Post Office or Surrattsville in Prince George’s County, Maryland for the purpose of arresting such parties as might be suspected of being implicated in the assassination of our late President, and Sect. Seward. At Robey’s, I met two more Special officers of Maj. O’Beirne’s force named Joshua Lloyd and George Cottingham. Got some information that John M. Lloyd of Surrattsville was an accomplice of the assassins, proceeded toward New Port, passed through TB on Tuesday April 18th. Met John M. Lloyd a short distance from that place returning from Allen’s Fresh with his wife who he had sent to that place before the murder of the President. I arrested Lloyd and sent him back under guard to Robey’s Post Office where I had established a guardhouse or prison under charge of Special Officer George Cottingham for the purpose of keeping such persons as were arrested until they could be forwarded to Washington. We went on to New Port and from there to Bryantown got information of two strange men being in that vicinity and that one of them had a broken leg and that a man by the name of Dr. Samuel Mudd had set it for him. I then proceeded to Dr. Mudd’s farm about four and a half miles from Bryantown. He was not at home, but his wife sent for him and he came in in about a half hour. But in the meantime I had questioned his wife concerning the two men who had been there, she stated that they were both strangers to her, that they came there about daybreak Saturday morning April 15th one of them rapped at the door while the other sat on his horse. Mr. Mudd opened the door, went out and assisted the young man to help the injured one off the horse and into the house. I asked her what kind of looking men they were, she stated that one of them was a young man about eighteen or nineteen years of age, the other who had a broken leg was a man over thirty years. She said that when the doctor commenced attending the mans leg she left the room, and did not see him again until he had his leg fixed, and when she saw him again she missed a mustache that he wore on his face when he entered the house. I asked how that came and she told me that she had since learned that her husband had furnished the man a razor for him to shave it off and when the man was leaving the house in the afternoon she took notice when he came to the foot of the stairs, that his chin whisker became detached and that, she thought, it was a false whisker. I asked her how the men got away. She stated that her husband had a pair of crutches made for the injured man, and tried to get a buggy to help him away. He went to his fathers, but could not get one on account of it not being at home. He then came back and with the assistance of the young man, helped the one with the broken leg on his horse and that her husband started with them toward the swamp and that was the last that she had seen of the strangers. When the doctor came in, I questioned him about the two men that had stopped at his house on Saturday. He seemed to be somewhat excited and said that they were perfect strangers to him, that he had set one of their legs which had been broken by his horse falling on him, and that was all he knew about them. He was then questioned in regard to the appearance of the men and did not give much satisfaction. He stated that the injured man was heavily armed with a pair of revolvers and seemed to be very much excited. Dr. Mudd seemed to be very much reserved and did not care to give much information. I was then satisfied that it was Booth and Herold and made up my mind to arrest Doctor Mudd when the proper time came. I was under the impression that Booth and Herold were in the neighborhood and that Dr. Mudd knew where they were, and was secretly giving Booth medical attendance. After arranging things so that if Booth & Herold were in the neighborhood and the Doctor got to them we would get the whole of them, I started back to Robey’s Post Office, where I had Lloyd and several other persons confined, to see what information I could obtain from Lloyd or others. Lloyd made a partial confession and said that he was an accessory after the fact, and if he had thought of it in time that the President would not have been murdered, that he was drawn into the plot by a woman, and to save himself, would come out on the whole of them. I took him to his own house to see what effect it would have on him, his wife commenced to weep. Lloyd himself was very much excited and wept freely, his wife prevailed on him to tell all he knew and save himself, he said he would and told me that Mrs. Surratt had been there at his house on Friday, the day of the murder of the President, and told him that a party would be along late that night, and to turn over the arms to them, and give them some refreshments, they came along that night about half past twelve. He delivered over to them, the arms and whiskey. I asked him who the parties were; he told me that it was Booth and Herold. I then asked him what his reason was for not immediately giving information that would lead to their arrest, he said that he was afraid some of their friends would shoot him. I asked him if he was acquainted with Booth and Herold, and if ever they had been at his house before. He said that he knew them and that they had been at his house frequently. I then left him in charge of Special Officer George Cottingham at the guardhouse, Robey’s Post Office. I procured a fresh squad of (25) mounted men of the 16th NY Cav. and returned to Dr. Samuel Mudd’s farm and arrested him, when he saw that we were going to search the house he said something to his wife. She went upstairs and brought down a heavy riding boot, which had been split up from the instep and turned it over to me. I examined the inner part of the bootleg and found wrote with ink the makers name and the number of his place of business, beneath that the name J. Wilkes. I then demanded from Mr. Mudd, the razor he had furnished Booth to shave off his mustache. He handed me a razor and said that was the one. He was questioned as to whether it was Booth’s leg he set, he said it was not, and that the young man, Booth’s companion was not Herold. He was then shown one of Booth’s pictures. He said that it did not look like Booth only across the eyes. He afterward stated that Booth had been at his house last fall and was in the neighborhood for some time, and that he was well acquainted with him. He afterwards acknowledged that he was satisfied that it was J. Wilkes Booth whose leg he set, and helped through the Swamp. I proceeded with Dr. Mudd to Bryantown where I turned him and the boot over to Col. Wells. I stayed in Maryland from the 17th until the 29th of April when I returned to Washington by order of Col. Wells and Maj. O’Beirne.

Very respectfully,

Your Obdt. Servt.

Alexander Lovett



1 Simon Gavacan (not Garvin).
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Statement of William Lucas

Washington, May 6 1865

William Lucas (colored)

Being first duly sworn says:

I live in King George County, Va.; was born and raised there; free born. Two men were brought to my house on the night of Sunday, April 23rd. I was in bed & asleep. I suppose it was between 10 and 12 o’clock; I could not say what time exactly. My dogs were barking and woke me up. I heard a horse & I thought there might be someone trying to steal my horses. A strange voice called me “Lucas”. I would not open the door, but asked who it was. Someone named three names & asked if I knew them. I did not know any of them; I do not recollect any of the names. I was frightened at the time. People had been shot in that way, & I was afraid to come out. I was then asked if I knew old Bryant, and then he spoke. I knew him and went out. One of them said, “We want to stay here tonight”. I said “you cannot do it, I am a colored man & have no right to take care of white people; I have only one room in the house, & my wife is sick.” He said “we are confederate soldiers; we have been in service 3 years; we have been knocking about all night, and don’t intend to any longer; but we are going to stay.” By that time the one with crutches had got into the house. I said, “Gentlemen, you have treated me very badly”. The lame man was sitting down then, & he reached behind me, took out a bowie knife, & flourished it, saying, “old man, how do you like that”. I said, “I do not like that at all; I was always afraid of a knife”. He said “we were sent here, old man; we understood you have good teams”. I said they could not have my team; I had hired hands to come Monday morning to plant corn. I began to be suspicious that they were going to take my team from me, & I told them my horse was in pasture. He said to the other “Well, Dave, we will not go on any further, but stay here, & make this old man get us this horse in the morning.”

I was afraid to go to sleep & my wife & I went out on the step & stayed there the rest of the night. In the morning they ordered the horses, hitched them, & got in. I asked them if they were going to take my horses without pay. They asked me what I got for driving to Port Conway. I said $10 in gold or $20 in greenbacks. I asked them to let my son go with them. The lame man refused, saying they might want to go further. The other man said “yes, he can go, as you have a large family, & a crop on hand, & you can have the team back again”. Then I said, “I thought you would be done pressing teams in the Northern neck since the fall of Richmond.” The lame one said “repeat that again”, & I said not more to him. My son, 20 or 21 years old, drove the team. They gave my wife the money when they were starting. My son brought the team back.

The man who was lame had on one boot & one shoe; the boot seemed muffled around the top; I did not notice whether it was cut in front; I did not go very close to him.

My house is about ten miles from Port Conway, & 3 miles from the Potomac. They rode to my house on Mr. Bryant’s horses; he told me they were Confederate soldiers. The way he brought them to my house was about 10 miles. They started away from my house about 7 o’clock, I think, in the morning of Monday, April 24th.



1 Lucas was a free black who lived a short distance from Dr. Richard Stuart’s house in King George County, Virginia. Stuart refused to put Booth and Herold up for the night but sent them to Lucas’s cabin located a short distance away, where the two men spent the night of Sunday, April 23.
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Letterhead: Headquarters Department of the East, New York City, May 13th 1865

Major General John A. Dix

Comdg Department of the East

General,

I have the honor to enclose to you two communications from Col. A. Treadwell. He is the same person who gave some information in November last, which was reported to you, and who failed to return to these headquarters in compliance with instructions. Treadwell is an excitable man, liable to be mistaken and his statements, though well meant, should be received with many grains of allowance.

Correct information of the whereabouts and movements of Booth in November and December last is probably in the possession of the government, and they can determine the correctness of the identity alleged by Treadwell.

I am,

Wm. H. Ludlow,

A. D. & Asst. Inspector

Gen. Department of the East.

(2:1164–66)
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N. York, May 10 1865

Col. Ludlow,

Sir,

I leave the statement with you. I do not know as the last of any letter will suit you. I cannot lose sight of the fact that I have been very unjustly treated by Mr. Stanton. I have not even been allowed a hearing. I can bring from 1 to 200 men to prove the charges against me entirely false and malicious and I challenge one against one. After being used as I have there is no wonder that I should have some personal feeling against some officials, whatever remarks I may have made I trust will be looked upon in the proper light and not construed to mean opposition to the government generally.

If I can do anything for you or the cause, you have only to call upon me, that may be the best test of loyalty and courage.

Very Respectfully

You’re most obt. Servt.

Wm. A. Treadwell

(2:1167–68)
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Newark, NJ May 9th 1865

Maj. Gen. Dix, Comdg Dept. of the East.

Sir,

I have the honor to address you (in request of Col. Ludlow) on a subject which may be important to the department in tracing those directly or indirectly concerned in the murder of our lamented President. I must be brief and will not trespass upon your time and patience with any remarks to show my personal feelings in the matter. I love my Country. I have served her honestly and faithfully to the best of my ability. God help me, I always will. With “traitors” and “incendiaries” and “murderers” I have no affinity, nor never had, and that I may in a humble way give some information to the Department I respectfully submit the following statement.

On or about the 6th or 8th of July, 1862, while recruiting at No. 17 Broadway, I met a person introduced to me as Capt. Howard. I met him several times casually, but can remember but four or five protracted interviews. I found him radical in favor of the South, on which we never could fully agree. I entered the service at that time and did not meet him again until sometime in May or June 1863, on Broadway near Canal St., when I understood from him (indirectly) that he was engaged between Richmond and Canada in private business. I thought no more of it at the time, and recruited my new company for the 14th NY Arty. After leaving the Regiment in May 1864, I went to Massachusetts among some friends; upon my return in Nov. about the 20th, I met the same person under the name of “Capt. Montgomery” and desired to be known as such. He wished me to engage with him in “something big” on the frontier (at the time I supposed it was a raid). I seemingly assented and the following Monday (the conversation was on Saturday) I reported the whole to Col. Ludlow of Gen. Dix’s staff. He (Montgomery) wished me to meet him in Rochester the first of the coming week when he was to “let me in further” for some reasons I could not go at the time. He also informed me he had papers in his possession which would clear the St. Albans raiders, etc. and they were discharged the same week as I had informed Col. Ludlow. Since which time I have seen nothing of him until after the assassination of Mr. Lincoln, when I recognized him at once by the pictures in Harpers & Lester’s Pictorials as well as by several Carte de Visite since, as J. Wilkes Booth. I gave Col. Ludlow at our first interview a full description of the person which will agree perfectly.

I know of nothing more in regard to the matter. Had I time I might probe the matter further. The above statement I can corroborate by several who know of our interviews.

I must close with the hope that the scanty information given may lead to the detection of those directly or indirectly guilty of bringing upon our country her greatest calamity.

Very Respectfully,

You Most obt. Servt.

Wm. W. Treadwell

Late Capt. 14th NY Arty

Who was dismissed the service for “alleged” cowardice and has not been allowed the justice of a Court Martial, or even a hearing.
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Statement regarding David Herold.
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Washington April 25th 1865

William H. Lusley

Wm. H. Lusley (13th St. bet. K St. & G. St.) states:

I was talking with Henry E. Marks on the corner of 7th and G Sts. Marks there said that Holt told him that Herold and two or three other youngsters were in Ball’s Restaurant and were drinking; that Herold asked Holt to drink, that Holt refused as he knew Herold generally had no money and would ask people to drink and have them pay for all; but Herold this time pulled out a large roll of bill, several thousand dollars, he thought and paid for the drinks.


	JOHN LUTZ1	(2:54)
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United States Telegraph Company

450 15th Street Post office and Kirkwood House, Washington

April 18, 1865

By telegraph from Harrisburg

To: Maj. J. A. Hardee

War Office

Private

They will not release Laura Keene, Mr. Dyott & Hawk & others. Order you gave last night unless they receive official telegram received.

John Lutz



1 Second husband of Laura Keene. Keene, John Dyott, and Harry Hawk were performing in Our American Cousin at Ford’s Theatre the night Lincoln was assassinated.


	FRANCIS A. LUTZ	(6:321–22)
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Washington April 26th 1865

Francis A. Lutz

Francis A. Lutz, Jr. 444 North C Street, 292 Pa. Avenue, states:

That he is a saddle and harness maker, etc., and that on the day of the murder they sold, as indicated by their cash books, on the day of the murder 8 spurs, but he does not remember to whom; three ^spurs^ to one man and the rest to single parties singly. Has never seen John Surratt to his knowledge. They have two clerks; their names are Thos. Fullerlove & Thomas F. Bailey.


	HENRY LUX	(2:156–57)


“S” 62 (JAO) 1865

Henry Lux

Henry Lux, 745 Broadway, New York, being duly sworn, states that he is a boot and shoe manufacturer. The boot found at Dr. Mudd’s he identifies as ^one of^ the a pair which he made about a year ago for J. Wilkes Booth, and produces an order for the boots in Booth’s own handwriting, which is attached to the boot.1



1 The boot was recovered at Mudd’s house by Lieutenant Alexander Lovett. Inside the boot, near the top, the name “J. Wilkes” was inscribed in ink. Mudd’s failure to produce the boot at the time of his first interview by Lovett threw suspicion on Mudd, raising doubts that he never saw the inscription and did not know his patient was John Wilkes Booth.
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Machesney, R. C.

Provost Marshal’s Office

Fort Ethan Allen, Va.

April 25th 1865

Capt. W. W. Windship

Act. Prov. Mar. Gen.

DefssoofPotomac

Capt. The prisoner, Washington Trammell was arrested by order of Col. Gansevoort, of the 13th New York Cavalry and charged with disloyalty and treasonable language. He has been disloyal from the first and has had few privileges. The evidence of the four men who visited his house and reported him is conclusive. I send it with the prisoner. Can send men if necessary.

I am Captain,

Your obedient Servant

R. C. Machesney

Lt. & Asst. Pro. Mar.


		(3:993–94)
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Machesney, R. C.

Provost Marshals Office

Fort Ethan Allen, Va.

April 25th 1865

Capt. W. W. Winship Act. Pro. Mar. Genl.

Sir, I send you the man J. B. Farr, reported by me as suspected of being engaged in the plot to assassinate the President. The only evidence I can gather is to his great desire to visit the city on that day. It seems that after leaving this place being unable to get a pass here, succeeded in inducing Col. Gansevoort to signal to Washington for permission to visit the city, but without success. The Sergt. on duty reports a man passing in after 9 o’clock and one before 12 o’clock, riding rapidly, evidently in a hurry, but could not say Farr was the man.

I am Capt.

Your obedient servant

R. C. Machesney

Lt. & Asst. Pro. Mar.
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Statement of James L. Maddox

Washington

April 17th 1865

Examination before Judge Olin, S.C.D.C

April 17, 1865

My name is James L. Maddox. My occupation is that of property man at Ford’s Theater and I have been there since the theater was built a year ago last August. I was in the theater on Friday last. I went into it between nine and ten o’clock in the morning. I was there from half past eleven that morning until quarter to two o’clock in the afternoon. After the rehearsal started or about that time I went home and returned again before rehearsal was over. I don’t think I was gone more that twenty minutes. During the rehearsal saw no one except the actors of the theater and the performers in the piece. The doors of the theater are open and anyone can go in during the day. That is from the back entrance.

After the rehearsal, Booth between three and five or half past five, J. Wilkes Booth came to me for the key of the stable back of the theater. I went to him and delivered the key and went to the stable with him and saw the horse, a small bay horse, put into the stable. He told me that he had got the horse from Pumphrey. I fastened the door and gave him the key. We came away from the stable and through the theater and went into the Star Restaurant together adjoining the theater, and we took a drink together. I do not remember who paid for the drinks. I don’t recollect whether I went from the restaurant back to the theater, or whether I went directly to the theater after being in the restaurant with Booth. The next time I saw him come in the back door, as I was going into my property room. After The only time I saw Booth in the theater on Friday before dark was when we came into the theater from the stable and crossed the stage ^and passed out of the alley into Tenth Street^ and went into the Restaurant to get a drink. Persons were engaged in putting up the box at the theater for the President some time after three and before six. Before they commenced to fix up the box I went out to obtain a flag to be used that night. I was gone about half an hour. After I came back with the flag I think I remained in the theater about ten minutes. I saw Harry Ford engaged in fitting up the box. I threw him a flag I had. I did not see Mr. Booth come into the theater and go into the dress circle that afternoon. Mr. Raybold and Spangler usually attends to the fitting up of the box. I saw Mr. Booth in the theater within a week of the time of the shooting.

James L. Maddox

Sworn to and subscribed before me this fifteenth day of April, 1865

(5:274–84, PW, Poore II:105, Pitman 75)

“M” R.B. (JAO) P62 1865

Examination of James L. Maddox

Carroll Prison

April 28th 1865

James L. Maddox (examined by Col. Olcott)

I live in Washington, No 365 E Street, between 10th and 11th; am property man at Ford’s Theater; have been there since it was opened, except once or twice I ran up to Baltimore to see pieces played. First time I saw Wilkes Booth I worked the properties for him at the Washington Theater; I cannot tell the exact month but inside of the two years; the summer ^after^ I was married; I think the last of May or the first of June. Last season he played a star engagement with Mr. Ford;1 this season commenced from last August & was to June, 1865; he went away after that & I did not see him anymore until he came there before Christmas, somewhere in the month of December & said that he was in the oil business. He wanted to know where he could hire a stable. There was a widow lady, Mrs. Davis, who had a stable. He said he wanted it for one horse & fixed up for one buggy. He said he was going to get a clerk. I told him he might get this stable. I went & got the stable for him, & Mr. Gifford fixed it up.2

Question: What did you tell Mrs. Davis when you went to get the stable?

Answer: I told her that Mr. Booth wanted it. She lives in the house on the lot where the stable is. He did not give me anything for doing that. He gave me the rent & I paid it over to Mrs. Davis.

Question: Go on and tell what conversation you had with him up to the time of the murder.

Answer: I never asked him how he was had any conversation with him; I asked him how he was, & asked him to drink. I never had five minutes conversation with Mr. Booth in my life without someone was by. I never was upon the street with him. Perhaps if I had met him I would have walked to the theater with him. Such men never associated with me; they think by the profession their grade is higher than mine. He said he was going to travel one season, & I asked to go as his dresser as I wanted to travel. That was the most conversation I ever had with him, except about his horse and such things. I am as innocent of knowing anything about this so help me God, as my Mother. I wish to God I had known for it would not have brought the disgrace upon our country.

Question: The day of the murder; where did you see Booth, and how many times?

Answer: I spoke once or twice to him I think. Back in the yard at the stable about a little horse he brought there. He said he hired the horse from W. Pumphrey. He hired it to ride, & wanted to leave it for an hour and take another ride. He came into the restaurant where I was with some friends. I asked him to drink & he said he had a pain in his heart. I said take a cigar instead of that he took a small glass of ale. I had fixed up the mixture for the “American Cousins”; it leaked and I knew it would not go off & sent my boy, John Sleickman, to the druggist for another mixture to go into the bottle. He was so long about it that I rushed to the door. I met my boy & I came in through the alleyway; I met him outside of the door in front of the theater. As soon as I got the bottle fixed & the scene set I began to set the wine cellar scene. Seldom done by any except Miss Keane, when all at once we heard a noise. My boy said some part of the boxes had fallen out. I looked out and caught a glimpse of the back of the man. I ran upon the stage; someone helloed for water, I rushed to my room and brought three or four tumblers; I rushed with a pitcher and gave it to a police officer. That is all I know about the affair. I saw Booth come in the back door; I don’t know where he went to; I was in a hurry & did not look.

Question: How long before the murder?

Answer: While the first scene of the second act was on.

Question: When did the murder occur?

Answer: The second scene of the third act the murder occurred. It is where there is an arch & garden.

Question: When Booth had his horse at the back door of the theater did he call you and did you go?

Answer: No, sir. He never sent for me. If he did I never knew of it. I did not know the horse was there until the excitement was over. The superintendent of police came to me and wanted to know which way he got out, & someone said there was a horse there.

Question: Do you know about Spangler going to hold the horse?

Answer: I heard he held the horse, but I could not swear to that.

Question: What scene comes after that?

Answer: The wine cellar scene. I had just set the properties upon the stage. I got the will from my room and put it upon the stage. When the stage was set I intended to go out of doors. I run out when I have nothing else to do and take a drink. The properties were upon the stage.

Question: Was the passageway obstructed?

Answer: No, sir. The boy was just getting the things out. There is a passageway two and a half feet wide and we do not put any properties there or the actors would not be able to get through. We never block that because people could not get around upon the stage.

Question: Do you mean to tell me that he never gave you any intimation he was going to kill the President?

Answer: I take my oath to almighty God that I never knew a word about it.

Question: What are your known political sentiments?

Answer: I know nothing about politics. Since I have been a voter I have always voted the Union ticket. I voted for W. Wallach.

Question: You have not been a copperhead or a secessionist?

Answer: No, sir. Sometimes to hear men argue I would say “you are an abolitionist” or something of that sort. My mother knows I am a union man, I am sure no one in the world believes I am secessionist. I would make some remark when Mr. Raybold was about to hear a good argument. I cannot argue. I am 26 years of age this month.



1 In 1863 Booth appeared in twelve performances at Ford’s Theatre including The Marble Heart on November 9 when Lincoln was in attendance and saw Booth perform.

2 Booth’s stable was located in the alley directly behind Ford’s Theatre.

(5:345–47, PW, Poore II:105, Pitman 75)
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Statement of James L. Maddox

May 7, 1865

Furnished by W. P. Wood

Superintendent O. C. Prison

James Maddox

Committed April 17th 1865

Is a native of Prince Wm. Co. Va. aged 21 years. Has been a resident of Washington for the past twenty years. Has been engaged in and around theaters in Washington for the past ten or twelve years; was employed by John T. Ford of Ford’s Theater, as property man, previous to and since the building of the new theater on 10th Street (the duties of the property man is to place all furniture on the stage and all movable property and have the charge of the same when not in use).

Maddox was on the stage on the night of the murder of the President Lincoln; was acquainted with the murderer J. Wilkes Booth and saw him come in the back door which opens from the back alley in the rear of the theater. This doorway is not used by the actors, but is generally used for the workingmen, and as a convenient way to the stage for lumber etc. This door is not under the special charge of anyone, but it is understood among employees, that any unauthorized person would be refused permission to enter it. On the night of the murder Booth came in the door referred to. Maddox did not converse with him nor did he see him afterwards. Booth’s entry on the stage was about the first scene of the second act of the play of the “American Cousin” (the fatal shot was fired during the 2nd scene of the 3rd act).

Maddox has visited the Restaurants near the theater kept by Mr. Ferguson and Taltavul & Grillo, and has drank with Booth in both of these drinking houses.

Maddox was not acquainted with any of the accomplices of Booth and declares his ignorance and innocence of all matters relating to the assassination.


	CAPTAIN JOHN P. MAGREW	(3:60–61)
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Capt. Jno. P. Magrew

Endorsements: May 21st Respectfully referred to Col. Dan McCauley, Ft. McHenry to know what disposition he made of the carpetbag, money etc. belonging to Sam. B. Arnold. John Wooley; Headqrs 11th Ind. V Inf., Fort Marshall, Md. May 21st, Respectfully returned to Lieut. Col. John Wooley with the information that the money, carpetbag, etc. belonging to Arnold were given by me to the officer who took the prisoners from me in the city at the Washington depot. This in presence of Lieut. Burbank and two soldiers who were in the ambulance with me. Dan McCauley, Col. 11th Ind. V.V. Inf.

Letterhead: Office Provost Marshal,

Fort McHenry, Md. May 21st 1863

Lieut. Col. John Woolley

Pro. Marshal 8th A. C.

Sir,

I have the honor, in reply to yours of 21st inst., to state that the money, carpetbag etc. was turned over to Col. McCauley the same evening the prisoner was received. I did not take receipt. I will look the matter up and inform you further. A copy of receipt for the prisoner is enclosed.

I am very Respectfully

John P. Magrew

Capt. and Prov. Mar.


	CHARLES B. MAGUIRE	(3:1143–44) 1865
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Maguire, Chas. F.

Provost Marshal’s Office

April 24th 1865

David P. Weaver

Lieut. & Adj.

Sir,

I have the honor to report that in obedience to special order enclosed herewith, I proceeded to the Girard House, Room 325 at 2 o’clock and 45 minutes AM, and found a large pocket book containing sundry papers belonging to one Clement H. Pearson who is now in the custody of the Provost Marshal. I also found a man named S. B. Farrar in bed and discovered that he came from Washington City in company with said C. H. Pearson. I arrested him, brought him to the barracks; I received a letter from the proprietor of the Girard House directed Captain C. H. Piersol, which was for an appointment to meet one Jim Kane at Adams Express Office. I also found a check for baggage in a pair of pantaloons of said Pearson which baggage is at the National Hotel Washington.

I am

Very Respectfully

Your Obt Servt

Chas. B. Maguire, Capt. Co F, 181st Regt. & Gen. Superintendent

Provost Barracks


	THOMAS MANNING	(5:285–88)
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Thomas Manning’s statement

Washington

May 5, 1865

Question: Where do you live?

Answer: At Mr. Gautier’s, Penna. Avenue, No. 252.1

Question: What is your business?

Answer: I am a watchman there at night.

Question: When do you recollect first having seen a man by the name of O’Laughlin?

Answer: I do not remember.

Question: Do you ever recollect him?

Answer: No, sir.

Question: When do you remember a man by the name of Booth coming to your place?

Answer: I heard them talk about his being there at supper. That was about two or three weeks before Mr. Lincoln was shot.

Question: Who talked about his being there?

Answer: I heard the colored waiter mention it and he recognized him. I believe that he was there too. I did not know that he was there or the party that was with him.

Question: Who was with him?

Answer: I do not know.

Question: Did you know any of the persons who were there?

Answer: I did not. I only just let them in about 12 o’clock and out about 5.

Question: How many were there of them?

Answer: To the best of my opinion I think there were about 7 or 8.2

Question: Can you describe any of the men?

Answer: No, I would not know them if I met them. I only let them in and out.

Question: That was about three weeks before the murder?

Answer: I think it was.

Question: Do you know Surratt?

Answer: No, Sir.

Question: Do you know Atzerodt or Herold?

Answer: No, sir.

Question: Do you know a man by the name of Payne?

Answer: I did not know any of those persons.

Question: Was that the only time any of those persons were ever there that you know of?

Answer: That is the only time I know they were there at a supper or anything like that. They might have come into the bar and got a drink.

Question: It is the only time you knew they were there, either from hearsay or in any other way?

Answer: Yes, sir.

Question: Is the man who came with you here the waiter that you say knew them?

Answer: Yes, sir. He is the waiter that waited on them that night.

Question: Do you know anything else connected with the assassination?

Answer: No, sir.



1 Gautier’s was a restaurant located on Pennsylvania Avenue not far from Ford’s Theatre. Booth had reserved a private room on the second floor where he met with his team of conspirators on the night of March 15, 1865, to discuss plans to kidnap Lincoln. An attempt was made two days later on March 17 but was aborted when Lincoln failed to appear at a scheduled visit to Campbell Hospital in northeastern Washington.

2 Present at Gautier’s were Booth, Surratt, Powell, Herold, Atzerodt, Arnold, and O’Laughlen.


	FENDALL MARBURY	(5:295–301)
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Fendall Marbury

May 3rd 1865

I live in Prince Georges County, 13 miles from the city, three miles from Piscataway, about the same distance from each. I am a farmer principally, and also lawyer. On the week of the murder I was at home nearly all the time. The day of the murder I went over to Alexandria and remained there a week afterwards. I went over to see my friends there, the Taylor’s and Marshall’s. I married a Miss Marshall from Virginia was sister to Col. Marshall on Gen. Lee’s staff. We had not seen or heard anything of him since the war. My wife’s sister was in Richmond, had been there since the rebellion, and we hoped from what we had seen in the papers that they came up to Alexandria, & went up there to hear something of them. We visited at Mr. Arthur Taylor’s. Got there on the evening of Friday; the very day of the murder. We went in the evening. I think we left home after dinner, between two and three o’clock and got there about 5 or 6 o’clock. We went to Alexandria ferry in a buggy & crossed over there. We crossed the ferry, I think, about 5 o’clock as near as I can recollect. Got across the ferry before dark. We had got to his house before dark. I could not say how much before dark it was. We went first to Mr. Arthur Taylor’s. Stayed there the whole night. Do not know whether I went to my Uncle, Mr. Fendall’s. He lives in Alexandria. Townsend D. Fendall. We heard of the murder the next morning; very soon after we came down. Did not take the road by Lloyd’s to go to the ferry. When I returned I came that way. Did not go by Surrattsville. Went straight out from my gate. When we get to ^through^ the gate, there is a road turning to the right. That goes by the way of Surrattsville. I came straight ahead through by Mr. Steed’s, Mr. Betts, and by a place called Palmer’s Tavern, now kept by some gentleman connected with the service. Between my place and the ferry I stopped but once. That was where some men were ditching in a meadow just after crossing near Mr. Bowling’s. I stopped & asked them how much they were getting for ditching. I think that is the only time I stopped. Nothing on earth induced me to come to Alexandria but the hope of meeting or hearing from my friends from the South. I merely happened to come on the day I did thinking I might learn something of them. Any other day would have done just as well. I had no special reason for going on that day. Do not recollect of meeting a solitary individual other than my immediate neighbors on that week.

I know John H. Surratt. I last saw him I think sometime in the latter part of last winter. I spoke to him then. Merely passed the compliments of the day with him & passed on.

I think the last time I saw Herold last fall at Mr. Birch’s sales. He was working as clerk. I had met him three or four times in the neighborhood before. He was a very wild dissipated upstart. Do not think I saw Atzerodt in my life.

Never saw Booth in my life that I know of.

Question: You know there was somebody came down to buy horses with Herold about a month before this affair, do you not?

Answer: No, sir. Never heard of it.

I got back to my place at the very day before I was arrested.

Was admitted to the bar 8 or 9 years ago. I know Major Gen. Wilcox. Do not know Cornelius.

Do not think I ever heard of a man named Payne living near Surrattsville. There is a Negro man of that name that lived up near the ferry; the only man of that name whom I ever knew in that vicinity.


	MAJOR G. [SALOME] MARSH1	
(5:323–32, PW, Poore

II:119, Pitman 57)
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Major G. Marsh in the office of J. L. McPhail

3rd (5th) Maryland Vols.

Baltimore Md.

May 24th 1865

I was captured on the 15th day of June 1863 at Winchester Va., by Early’s Division of the rebel army. I was sick at the time captured; was kept at Winchester two weeks, then marched to Staunton, while sick, was on the road about five days; thence by rail to Richmond and placed in Libby Prison. When we first arrived at prison received rations of bread and meat, and rice, they were small in quantity; after remaining about four months the rations were reduced, and changed in the character, substituting corn bread without meat. The treatment of those having charge of the prisoners was very harsh. Iron bars were placed in the windows about three inches apart; notwithstanding this, several officers were shot on their approaching the windows. The bars made it impossible for any of the prisoners to project their head out.

Arrangements were made to have sent us by our friend at home subsistence; large numbers of boxes were received, and for about four weeks they were regularly distributed to us; after that they were deposited in a warehouse opposite Libby prison, from which they were carted away to some other place unknown to us. We heard they were distributed among their own men. After an interval of several weeks, they commenced distributing them to us again, but the contents of the boxes were all spoiled, and of no use to us. The boxes were all for officers confined in Libby. After I had been in prison about four months, I was taken with the Dropsy, and was sent to Hospital in a building near the prison, remaining about one month, during this time I saw the condition of the enlisted men brought there from Bell Island. Their condition was that of starving men. Out of squads of 40 to 50 of them, ten or more would die the first night after being brought in to hospital. They would go around and pick up bones and gnaw from them what they could. I asked the Asst. Surgeon what was the matter with these men. He replied neglect and the want of a proper diet. Doc. Wilkins of Baltimore was in charge of the hospital, the asst. was a gentleman, and his treatment was kind towards the prisoners. During the time of my confinement two officers made their escape from the hospital. On it being discovered, we were all taken back to Libby, sick wounded and all, and placed in a room which was wet, without beds or blankets. Sick men had to lay on the damp floor, which had been just washed out. We were kept in this condition for twenty-four hours without food. Col. C. H. Powell of the 4th Va. Cavalry now Brig. General spoke to Major Turner, Commandant of the Prison, about the cruelty of the treatment. He replied it was “too damned good for them”. My firm belief is that it was their intention to have starved us. We told the officer in charge that if they would allow us to feed ourselves we would do it, but it was refused. I was with Colonel C. A. Holten of the 5th Maryland Volunteers when he died in Libby Prison. He was afflicted with Dropsy of the stomach, brought about by improper treatment and diet. Through the instrumentality of a Catholic Clergyman, the body of Col. Holten was obtained and sent home. He was sick when captured, got better, but afterward was taken down and died in a week. While in the hospital I received some kindness from William Byrne, formerly of Baltimore, with the aid of a superintendent of the hospital, who made the kindness available, without which it would have been useless, as citizens disposed to show kindness to prisoners were watched closely. I was released by exchange on the 21st of March 1864, and sent to Annapolis, Md. We sent a communication to Colonel Ould, signed by Colonel Strait, Chairman of the committee, complaining of our treatment, asking a change and to be treated as prisoners of war. His reply in writing was “that the treatment was good enough, better than their prisoners received from our government.”



1 Marsh was called as a prosecution witness to prove that the Confederates deliberately starved Union prisoners.


	L. A. MARTIN	(2:871–73)
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L. A. Martin

Endorsement: Respectfully forwarded to Col. J. A. Foster thru Col. Burnett.

C. C. Auger, Major General Commanding

Central guardhouse

May 4th 1865

General Dear Sir,

I was arrested by Mr. G. W. Barclay on the 24 of April according to your order and I do not know what I was arrested for; I was asked in regards to Atzerodt. I know the man but I knew nothing of his plans. No sir, no more than your honor. I was in the city a short time before the assassination of the President and spoke with him but heard nothing of his plans and I am confined here for I do not know what, away from my family which solely dependent on my labor and General, I am depending on you as I have no friends here to say or do anything for me. I am a long way from home and my horse is here in livery and I suppose they will soon sell him for the bills as I cant get him home. I told all that I knew when I was before the Provost on 14 Street. General you will please do something for me soon if you please.

Yours with respect

L. A. Martin


	LUTHER A. MARTIN	(3:928–31)
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Luther A. Martin

April 26, 1865

Luther A. Martin, under oath, says:

I reside at Allen’s Fresh. Chas. Co. Md. & have resided there since 58. Know Atzerodt; Have seen David Harold Herold, but was not much acquainted with him; have seen John Surratt, or a person who was pointed out to me as John Surratt.

(on being shown the picture of Surratt, witness says it looks very much like the person that was called Surratt)

On the day of the murder, I was at home; was in Washington on Tuesday previous & returned home on Wednesday; did not hear of the murder till the military were in our village, when they told us. I came into Washington with two or three others. It rained and we stayed overnight at Surrattsville. We drove down to the city in the rain, as we were afraid that the vessel would leave Baltimore that we were going to send things by.

Stopped at the Pennsylvania House, looking over the books I saw the name of Bailey. I then asked the clerk if Bailey was rooming there, and he sent up for him and he came down. Atzerodt came down at the same time. I did not know he was there. We all took a glass together. He told me he was stopping there. I then left him. He is a coach painter. Do not think he has been doing much business this year; that is what I learn from the citizens of the village.

I was talking while in Washington with a man named Crampsey on the corner of 17th Street and the Avenue. We were talking ^about^ his going down into business and also he sent word down to his uncle by me in regard to his not writing to him.

Have not seen Herold down our way for two years. He then said that he wanted to buy a store. He was at Pennsylvania House in company with Atzerodt. This was on Thursday when we had just arrived in town. This was 15 days before the murder. I was here 12 days. I got here on Thursday and on Friday went over to Baltimore on the 11:30 train. While in town I stayed with my sister in law on the Island and my sister in the First Ward.

Am a Union man but not an abolitionist. Have taken the oath of allegiance to the U.S. about two years ago.

Have not stopped at Surratt’s house since coming to Washington.


	M. EDWARD MARTIN1	(5:329–33)
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Provost Marshal’s Office

Baltimore, May 6, 1865

J. L. McPhail, P.M. to Col. Burnett

Encloses 3 statements by M. E. Martin concerning his knowledge of Surratt and Atzerodt.

Sir,

Enclosed please find statement of M. E. Martin, taken in accordance with your order, at Baltimore jail.

Mr. Martin desires, should he be used as a witness, that he should be permitted in justice to himself, to state what took him south, and the circumstances connected with that visit.

Respectfully

Yours V.C.

J. L. McPhail

Pro M. G. L. Md.



1 Martin was an agent of the Confederate Treasury Department involved in making a major tobacco transaction between Southern and Northern traders. He tried to get George Atzerodt to row him across the Potomac River, but Atzerodt backed out claiming that the river was filled with ice.

Statement of M. E. Martin        May 6th 1865

Last January, I was at Port Tobacco, Charles Co., Md. and engaged a man by the name of Andrew Atzerodt,1 to take me over the river to Virginia. While there, I was introduced to a man called Surratt, stopping at same hotel. Surratt came to the hotel one evening after dark and remained that night. The next day at the supper table, remarked he intended to return to Washington that night. I asked him why he would return that night, and he replied he was in the employ of Adams Express Company,2 and had three days leave, and had to be back the next day at 9 o’clock. There being some delay in getting ready to cross the river, I asked Atzerodt the reason; he said the ice was in the way. I thought from the conversation between Atzerodt and Surratt, that he intended to carry another party before he did me. I asked him about it, and he replied no, and explained by saying, he had parties to carry over within a week; that they had bought two boats capable of carrying ten men. He said he bought them for Surratt. Surratt appeared to be the manager and had Atzerodt in his employ. The parties were to come from the vicinity of Washington. I asked him if they were rebel soldiers who had escaped, he said yes. Surratt was in company with a tall man about 6 feet 1 inch, well built, fine appearance, hair long of a dark brown color, florid complexion.3 I think he had beard on his chin, am not certain of this. Surratt and he were both introduced to me in the hotel. I don’t recollect the name of the man introduced with Surratt, I had no conversation with either of them, about their business of crossing the river. I did not cross with Atzerodt, but went some thirty miles below and crossed.

Atzerodt said the parties were going to have a relay of horses on the road, and that they would come down and cross the same night. Before they crossed, they would send a man down to him, and he would go back to Washington, and come with them, and that he would also accompany them to Richmond. He further said he intended to return to Port Tobacco in ten days, and if I wanted to come back from Virginia, he would bring me in his boat when he returned and said it would be impossible for me to cross with this party. In conversation with Atzerodt, I asked him the question whether this party were not rebel officers who had escaped, and whether they were not going to pay well, as he was giving himself much trouble for them, he said he would get well paid.

The reason why I went to Virginia is set forth in a statement made to Judge Hughes and Browning, my attorneys, about five weeks ago, and also in a subsequent statement mentioning the circumstances of coming in contact with Atzerodt, Surratt and another person, which I requested Judge Hughes to hand to the Secretary of War, if he considered it important.

The parties were mounted and left together. The stage driver had a talk with the party and I heard Surratt ask him if he did not recollect that he had seen him at Surrattsville. He replied he had seen him, and recollected him. My impression was that the parties alluded to were escaped Rebel Officers.

M. E. Martin



1 George Andrew Atzerodt.

2 John Surratt was employed by the Adams Express Company for a brief two-week period from December 30, 1864, to January 13, 1865.

3 The man alluded to as being in company with John Surratt was, in all probability, Thomas Harbin, a Confederate agent recruited by Booth with the help of Samuel Mudd in December 1864.

(5:334–35)
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True Copy

J. L. McPhail

Sir,

I would ask in justice to the parties named, as well as to myself, that no word or action of theirs at the time produced upon my mind even a suspicion, that anything more was contemplated than what they professed, viz. to assist some rebel officers or men to cross, who had been in prisons, and that at the time I would most assuredly have denounced them to our authorities, had I had the slightest suspicion that they had in view the abduction or murder of the President. I did not deem it my duty to inform on them, for what they told me they purposed effecting, the oath I took and which I believe I have faithfully observed, would have prevented me from “aiding or assisting” the enemies of the government, but in my opinion it did not render it obligatory upon me to pursue or capture those who are simply termed belligerents, and not criminals; hence I said nothing of these men, and had almost forgotten them, when I saw their names published in the papers, in connection with the murder of the President. Immediately last, what had occurred last winter reverted to my mind, and I at once wrote to the Secretary of War detailing what I knew of these men. There was no question in my mind as to what was my duty under the circumstances. I would have gladly avoided any notoriety in the matter, but in a crime of this magnitude, my silence would have been criminal. I did not inform on these men for the simple reason, I had no suspicion as to what they were at, but the omission (pardonable at the time in consequence of this ignorance) will be regretted as long as I live, in view of the recent horrible crime.

M. E. Martin

The above was received from Mr. Martin after I had gotten his statement.

Respectfully,

J. L. McPhail

P. M. Gen.

State of Md.

(5:336–37)
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True Copy

Col. McPhail P. Marshal

Dear Sir,

Since our interview today, I have reflected a good deal upon that point in my statement in which I acknowledge I was at Port Tobacco for the purpose of crossing the Potomac. Is it at all necessary that this fact should come out in the investigation provided I am examined. Can I not simply say that I was at this place on business without saying what it was, and then proceed to detail all I know of the accused. If compelled to testify that I was about the lines, I shall in justice to myself insist upon stating under what circumstances, that it was with the implied consent of the late President and that it was upon business that had been submitted to him and not only met his hearty approval, but he had expressed an anxiety to see it effected. I can never consent to state the fact simply without explanation, and thus leave people to infer that I might have been a spy, smuggler or other criminal. I shall, if necessary, protect my character to this extent and certainly no one could expect less. The Hon. Sec. of War has my statement, which is susceptible of proof beyond my own declarations. I respectfully submit whether it might not be better under the circumstances to omit all mention or notice of the fact alluded to in this case. President Lincoln being no more, I would, through a feeling of delicacy, gladly avoid alluding to him in this connection. I know had he been living, I would long since have been released. He was the supreme authority in the land and certainly any business matter that met his approval could not have been illegal. I only ask that I shall not be placed in a false position. Will you be kind enough to confer with Colonel B.1 who has charge of the investigation in person or send this note or copy of same to him. May I trespass upon your kindness to the extent of asking you to acknowledge receipt of this, as well as to favor me with your views and action in reference to the subject. I am respectfully, Your Obedient Servant

M. E. Martin



1 Colonel Henry L. Burnett, special judge advocate in charge of gathering evidence for use in prosecuting those accused of assassinating Lincoln.


	THOMAS H. MARTIN	(3:951–53)
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Letter from Thos. H. Martin

Envelope: Address Judge Advocate Holt, Washington DC

New York, May 19/65

Dear Sir,

In October last at the New York Hotel a person came from the dining room with an acquaintance of mine & offered to bet $500 if President Lincoln was reelected he would be assassinated, also the same amount his election would produce a revolution at the North. He appeared to be a reckless & inconsiderate man, but filled with hatred to Mr. Lincoln & the Union. Would upturn society & commit any desperate deed to accomplish his ends. I do not know the man, but am acquainted with the party he was with. I have not given the [sic] with any consideration until recently & have now made the statement. I shall only be here a day or two. My room is at the Continental on Broadway above Canal Street. A telegraph can reach me there if the within is of sufficient importance. I reside in Baltimore when home. Col. Creswell, US Senator from Maryland, Cone Webster in Congress and Mr. Parnell, Postmaster of Baltimore all know me.

Yours very respectfully

Thos. H. Martin


	CADHER MATHEWS (COLORED)	(7:465–66)


Was born in Anne Arundel Co. Md., at one time worked for Mr. Darnell, went there just after Christmas 1865 and staid there till the middle of March. While at Mr. Darnells saw strangers come to his house “pretty regularly” sometimes on horseback sometimes afoot. “I have seen up here a gentleman who is one of those who [unreadable] came to Mr. Darnells. He was one of two. I only seen them there once to the best of my recollection. He rid a sorrel horse and the other one a dark bay, staid there all night and I took care of the horses. They got there just about night, afore sundown. They went away right after breakfast, the sun was no more than two hours high at the time they ate breakfast. (Witness pointed out & identified the portraits of Booth and Surratt as those of these two persons.) I never saw them again except that one in the court house.”


	JOHN MATHEWS	(5:302–14)
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John Mathews

Washington April 31, 1865

John Mathews, sworn, examined by Col. J. A. Foster.

Question: What is your profession?

Answer: Comedian.

Question: For how long?

Answer: About 10 years; have lately been acting in Philadelphia, commenced there last May, then came to Washington in September; remained to December; went to Philadelphia with Mr. Forrest;1 came here again day before New Years; the last day of last year.

Question: Did you know John Wilkes Booth?

Answer: Yes, sir.

Question: How long have you known him?

Answer: I met him immediately after coming here in January.

Question: Had you not seen him before that?

Answer: Never, sir. I knew of him.

Question: We understand that at the end of December sometime, action took place between you & him.

Answer: No, sir.

Question: You think it was the first of January you met him?

Answer: Yes, sir. I think it was New Year’s Day.

Question: How did you come to meet him then?

Answer: Casually in front of the theater.

Question: You were introduced to him?

Answer: Yes, sir.

Question: Much conversation with him?

Answer: No, sir; only compliments of the season, took a glass of eggnog, etc.

Question: When did you next see him?

Answer: I met him casually from time to time, two or three times a week, or perhaps oftener.

Question: Up to when?

Answer: Up to February. He was backwards and forwards and I would not see him for a week sometimes.

Question: Where would he go?

Answer: I do not know.

Question: Did he never tell you?

Answer: No, sir.

Question: On no occasion?

Answer: No, sir.

Question: When did you next meet him?

Answer: I remained here all of January and was gone all of February to Baltimore professionally and did not see him at all.

Question: How often did you see him in March?

Answer: I cannot say. When I was playing I could see him in the auditorium of the theater. I would see him about the theater. His letters were directed to the care of the theater and he would come to get them.

Question: When did you last see him?

Answer: A day or two before the transaction.

Question: Where?

Answer: He passed me on the avenue.

Question: Had you any conversation?

Answer: He was on horseback; only a few words. We passed the compliments of the day.

Question: When did you see him immediately prior to that?

Answer: Not for some time, I had heard he had gone away from town. His groom said he had sold his horse and gone away.

Question: Did you hear where he had gone?

Answer: No, sir.

Question: During the month of April, how often did you see him?

Answer. Not often as I had, perhaps half a dozen times. I saw him casually passing on the street; never except on the street.

Question: Had you any conversation with him during that time beyond passing the time of day?

Answer: Nothing that I remember.1 He presented me with a box in response to a present I had made him, some personal ornament. It was an empty box in which he used to carry his sword. He said he was not going to act any more & he presented it to me as a memento; that it was the last of his professional wardrobe and he had no use for it.

Question: Where did he say he was going?

Answer: He did not say.

Question: Did you have no idea?

Answer: I thought he was going to the coal oil regions. You could not pick up a paper in which was not some allusion to his oil speculations. He often spoke of his oil speculations.

Question: Did he have any conversation with you in relation to going into any transaction?

Answer: No, sir.

Question: On any occasion?

Answer: No, sir.

Question: Did he ever threaten you, speaking of a derringer he carried?

Answer: No, sir.

Question: It is on the oath of one man he made propositions to you, that you refused & that he threatened to take your life if you divulged.

Answer: On my oath he never did.

Question: Do you know Mr. McCullough, actor?2

Answer: Yes, sir.

Question: What is his character for loyalty?

Answer: Undoubted.

Question: Any sympathy with the South?

Answer: No, sir, not a bit. In Canada he made a great many enemies last summer in standing for the North against the torrent of bitter public feeling.

Question: What were Booth’s political sentiments?

Answer: Southern.

Question: Did he agree with McCullough?

Answer: I never heard them speak on politics. Apart from this transaction Booth was a most winning, captivating man. That was the opinion of everyone who came into contact with him. It was reported a man said he would be in love with him if he were a woman.



1 Edwin Forrest, a famous tragedian who rivaled Edwin Booth and John Wilkes Booth as a Shakespearean actor.

1 Matthews must walk a fine line in his interrogation by Foster. On the afternoon of April 14 Booth gave Matthews a letter he had written earlier in the day justifying his killing of Lincoln. Booth asked Matthews to give it to the editor of the National Intelligencer the next day (Saturday, April 15). On hearing of Lincoln’s murder by Booth, Matthews read the letter and then burned it, fearing that he would be implicated with Booth. In 1881 Matthews reconstructed the letter from memory with the help of Frank A. Burr, a Philadelphia reporter.

2 John McCullough, Philadelphia actor and friend of Booth.


	JEREMIAH G. MATLOCK	(6:323–26)
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23rd April 1865

Matlock, Jeremiah G.

Jeremiah G. Matlock, duly sworn, says he is a partner of Mr. Chapin; does not know of a man by the name of Surratt. Never heard of him till lately. Saw him once about two weeks ago at Mr. Howard’s stable. He was pointed out to me. I cannot tell by whom, probably the clerk of the stable. He merely said that that was Surratt that used to live down in Prince Georges County. Do not know who was with them. Do not think I would know Surratt again if I were to see him. There were two or three about the door at the time; did not know any of them. They did not get horses that I know of. I afterwards heard the clerk, Mr. Stabler, say that he knew Booth and Surratt both, and that he often hired to them. Never saw Atzerodt to know him. Never heard of him before. Never saw David Herold. I knew one David Herold who used to be a clerk in the office some four years ago; but I do not think it is the same gentleman.


	J. M. MATTHEWS	(3:826–27)
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J. M. Matthews

City Point, Va.

April 18th 1865

General,

The party alluded to in the correspondence of Booth, the assassin, may be Sam Mettam, of Hookstown, Baltimore County, Md. as I know him to be a violent secessionist.1 Please not allow my name to be made public. I am from Towsontown, Md. and at present at City Point.

I am General,

Very Respectfully

Your obt. Servant

J. M. Matthews

Maj. Gen. Augur



1 The letter referred to is the letter found in Booth’s hotel room on Saturday, April 14, and signed “Sam.” It was written by Samuel Arnold, whose family had a house in the northwestern part of Baltimore then known as Hookstown.


	JOHN FREDERICK MAY, MD	(4:360–65)
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Washington Apl 27, 1865

Examination of John Frederick May on board the monitor “Montauk”2

Examination of John Frederick May taken by Brigadier General Joseph Holt, Judge Advocate General, United States Army, on board the monitor “Montauk” Washington DC. April 27th 1865.

Question: What is your name and what your occupation?

Answer: My name is John Frederick May. I am a physician, residing in this city.

Question: Were you acquainted with J. Wilkes Booth, if so, how long and under what circumstances?

Answer: I was acquainted with him. I cannot with exactness give the date, but I should say eighteen months or two years ago. I could specify the time by reference to my books. He came to my house about that time and desired me to cut a tumor off the back of his neck. He was then playing an engagement, and desired to know if the removal of the tumor would prevent him from fulfilling the engagement. I told him if he would be careful not to make any violent efforts, he would not. He then agreed to have the operation performed. I took the tumor out and united the wound very closely. The union was a very close one. Booth played his engagement, and came regularly to my office for some two weeks afterwards to have the wound dressed. He came some four or five days after the wound had united, with it all torn open, stating that in some part of a play, in which he said Miss Cushman (who he remarked was a strong, powerful woman) bore a part. She had either to throw her arms around his neck or to strike him; perhaps to strike him a blow; and that she struck him on the tender cicatrix, tearing it completely open, and making a gaping wound which had to fill up by the process of granulation. I told the Surgeon General these facts this morning before I looked at the cicatrix at all, and said that he would probably find a large ugly looking scar, instead of a neat line. He said it corresponded exactly with my description. The scar looks as much like the effect of a burn as the cicatrix from a surgical operation.

Question; Have you, since you came on board this vessel, examined the dead body which is alleged to be that of J. Wilkes Booth?

Answer; I have, sir.

Question: Will you state whether, in your opinion, it is the body of J. Wilkes Booth?

Answer: I believe it to be, sir; I have no doubt that it is. I believe I have only seen Booth once since the time to which I have referred.

Question: Do you recognize the body as that of John Wilkes Booth from its general appearance, and also from the particular appearance of the scar?

Answer: I do recognize it, though it is very much altered since I saw Booth. It looks to me much older and in appearance much more freckled than he was. I do not recollect that he was at all freckled. I have no doubt it is his body. I recognize the features. When he came to my office, he had no beard excepting a mustache.1

Question: From the nature of this wound, even apart from the general appearance, you could not be mistaken as to the identity of the body?

Answer: From the wound, I think I could not be: but scar, in connection with the close recognition of the features, which though much changed and altered, still have the same appearance, I think I cannot be mistaken. I recognize the likeness. I have no doubt that it is the person from whom I took a tumor, and that it is the body of J. Wilkes Booth.

Jno Fredk May MD

Sworn and subscribed at Washington DC this 28th April 1865 before me and I certify that the foregoing statement was read by Dr. John Fredk May in my presence before signing; I further certify that the words “open the cicatrix” on the 5th & 6th lines of the 2nd page were erased before signing; the word “cicatrix” on the 9th line, 2nd page was erased & “union” substituted before signing: the word “indeed” on the 10th line was erased, the word “some” on the 12th line was interlined: the word “the” on the 15th line erased & the letter “a” substituted before signing: On the 3rd page the word “more” erased & “as much as” substituted: on the 4th line and the word “that”, same line, stricken out: the 4th line the word “of” stricken out & the words “the effect of” interlined, “than that” on the same line is changed to “as the”, the word “of” erased & the words “cicatrix from” interlined. On the 15th line, 4 page & 15th line same page the words “wound I think I could not be but I also” were erased & the words “scar in connection with the” interlined, and on the 19th line, same page, the words “I think I cannot be mistaken” interlined, all these before signature.

______ [C. Thomas?]



2 Dr. May made a positive identification of Booth’s body based, among other things, on a scar on the back of Booth’s neck resulting from May operating on Booth.

1 May’s comment that the body did not resemble Booth and that the face appeared “freckled” has caused conspiratorialists to claim that it was not Booth.


	LON MCALEAR	(3:287–88)
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McAlear, Lon. F.

French’s Store, May 9th 1865

W. P. Smith, Esq.

Master of Transportation

Dear Sir,

I will be ready to open up Mr. French’s old store by the 25 of this month. The switch is in good order and buildings near completion.

I desire to have the agency at this station. There is a large amount of wheat & corn to be shipped from the South Branch valley. If consistent with the company interest please give me the proper instructions about the agency.

Respectfully,

Lon. F. McAlear


	JAMES CLARK MCCOLLUM	(4:31)


James Clark McCollum

An actor and a very intimate friend of Booth, states that he was told of Booth being in Canada by a man named Jack. He says that this man had seen Booth in Canada in company with Jake Thompson, Sanders and another party in Montreal. He states that on one occasion this man ^he^ saw a man with Booth at this place at the National Hotel1 who looked very much like the picture of Surratt. He says that Booth is a very splendid shot and is an athletic powerful man.



1 Washington, D.C.

(5:83–85)
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Statement of James C. McCollum.

April 24th 1865

James Clark McCollum, and actor, residing in Buffalo, NY and temporarily stopping in Baltimore (at the Holiday Street Theater) says he knows J. Wilkes Booth.2 Have known him since the summer of 1860. Was told since the murder of he being in Canada, by a man named “Jack” (do not know his full name). Do not know where Jack can be found, but think Ferguson, the saloon keeper near Ford’s theater can give information concerning his whereabouts. This man told me he saw Booth in Canada in company with Jake Thompson, Sanders and another party in Montreal, I believe. This man told me he was anxious to see the Sec’y of War; said that he was the means of divulging the plot to burn steamers on Lake Erie last fall, or something to that effect. I believe he is a Baltimorean. He told me that he was in the detective force in Canada.

I have noticed nothing in the conversation of Booth that seemed to presage such a catastrophe as this. Since being in Washington he has seemed to avoid me rather. I did not meet him more than three or four times during his stay in the house. I think I saw him on Tuesday morning, on the week of the assassination. He is not generally intemperate, but sometimes drinks heavily.

Saw a man once at his door at the National; we both roomed on the same floor. (The picture of Surratt being shown the witness; he thought it resembled the person he saw there, but he did not take particular notice of the person & thought no more about it.) I have Booth’s picture but do not know as he has ever had mine or not. Booth is a dead shot, having practiced a great deal with pistol; and is also a very athletic & powerful man.

No false beard that he could wear would look like a natural one; India ink is used by actors to produce the illusion of wrinkles in the face, or to make the eyes look expressive, by lines underneath.



2 The Holliday Street Theatre in Baltimore that was owned by John T. Ford.


	LIEUTENANT COLONEL HENRY L. MCCONNELL	(4:16)


Col. H. L. McConnell

States that he was formerly Provost Marshall General of the Department of Missouri; that he administered the oath of allegiance, the time not stated, to one J. Wilkes Booth who volunteered to take it when he was under arrest and had been confined for disloyal expressions and for having said that he wished the whole damned ^government^ would go to Hell, or words to that effect.1



1 In December 1862 Booth was arrested in St. Louis and fined for “disloyal remarks.” On taking the Oath of Allegiance he was released. The signed oath has not been found. McConnell served as provost marshal in St. Louis from December 22, 1862, until January 3, 1863.

(4:73–74)
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McConnell, Col. H. L.

Statement

April 24th, 1865

Col. H. L. McConnell states that he was formerly Provost Marshal General of the Dept. of Missouri; that he administered the oath of allegiance to one J. Wilkes Booth who volunteered to take it without after having been under arrest and fined for disloyal expressions which were that “he wished the whole damned Party government would go to hell”, or something to that effect. That Booth has a sister whose stage name is Blanche DeBarre,1 a bitter secessionist of romantic temperament, and he presumes would be more likely than anyone else to aid & abet him in his scheme of assassination; that he knows she is an enthusiastic secessionist, and has heard her say that she thought it right to think kill Lincoln. Witness also states that Ben DeBarre, proprietor of the St. Louis theater was a very violent secessionist & a friend & such of J. Wilkes Booth.


	E. E. MCDONALD	(4:281–82)
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Geotown

16 April ’65

McDonald E. E.

Georgetown, D. C. 71 Bridge Street

To the Provost Marshall

About 9 o’clock yesterday morning, a gentleman called at my house, and asked me if I would board him for a day or so, I refused to board him, but agreed to hire him a room, for one night, he occupied the room all day, and his peculiar manner and conversation, led to some suspicion, and a gentleman, in the house, went to the police office, to have him examined, but for some cause the order was not effected and they did not attend to it, some time in the night he left the house, taking the key of his room door with him, he may be over five feet high, dark complexion, wares a long gray cloth coat, dark pants, and a brown slouch hat, all apparently new, I will give more fully the particulars if necessary, as we know that murderers and conspirators, walk in our streets, I feel that everyone should do all they can to arrest them, and I give this to you, if it may be worth notice. You may decide as you see fit.

Very Respectfully

E. E. McDonald


	WILLIAM MCDOWELL	(2:752–63)
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Headquarters Dist of Del & E. shore of Md.

Office of the Provost Marshal

Wilmington April 28, 1865

Personally appeared before me T. M. Wenie, Capt. and Pro. Marshal Dist. of Del. & E. Shore of Md. Wm. McDowell, and made oath in due form of law that he was present in the drugstore of E. Bringhurst & Co. on Sunday morning April 16th 1865, and heard Charles Lee alias Charles Letz make the following remarks, “Well old Abe is dead”. On being asked the question by Mr. Belt if he meant the President of the United States, he replied, “yes” and in this stated that he knew he was going to be killed four weeks ago. Being questioned still further, as to how he knew that President Lincoln was going to be killed four weeks ago, he said that Booth had told him so four weeks ago at Arlington Heights, Va., while he Charles Lee alias Charles Letz was there in the employ of the US Government. He, Charles Lee alias Charles Letz stated that he knew John Wilkes Booth and was personally acquainted with him.

William McDowell

Sworn & subscribed to this twenty eighth day of April, 1865

Tho. M. Wenie

The above exact same statement was repeated and sworn to for the witnesses: John Dixon, Daniel James Esq., Frank A. Taylor, James Belt.



1 Blanche De Bar (Booth), John Wilkes Booth’s niece, not his sister.


	J. MCENTEE	(3:45)
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Col. J. McEntee

Letterhead: Office of the Provost marshal General, Armies operation against Richmond, Va. May 24th 1865

Brv. Col. Burnett

Judge Advocate

Colonel,

I herewith forward Mr. Lewis W. Chamberlayne, formerly clerk in the Confed. States War Department.

He is perfectly familiar with the handwriting of Burton W. Harrison, J. A. Campbell, Jeff Davis, Seddon and others.1

He is willing to state all he knows.

By order of Gen. Patrick

J. McEntee

Lt. Col. Etc.



1 Burton W. Harrison was Jefferson Davis’s secretary. Harrison was arrested and held in the federal penitentiary cellblock at the Washington Arsenal along with the prisoners charged with Lincoln’s murder. John Archibald Campbell was the Confederate assistant secretary of war, and John A. Seddon was the Confederate secretary of war.

(3:1101–4)
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H. W. Halleck, Maj. Gen. Comdg.

Endorsements: Pro. Mar Gen. Patrick will send an officer with this report & the two witnesses named to Washington to report to the Sec. of War. May 19th 65, H. W. Halleck. Hdqrs. Dept. of Va., Off. Prov Marshal, Richmond Va. May 20/65 Respectfully referred to Col. Hardenburgh Comdg 20 NYSM who will please detail Capt. France of his Regt. to obey the instructions of Maj. Gen. Halleck, by Command of Brig. Gen. Patrick, P. L Schingler, Capt. AAAG Letterhead: Dept. of Virginia, Office of the Provost Marshal General Armies operating against Richmond, May 19th 1865

Brig. Gen. Patrick1

Pro Mar Gen.

General,

I have the honor to submit the following statements in accordance with the accompanying instruction from Maj. Gen. Halleck.

Mr. Ross, formerly clerk at Libby Prison states that a quantity of powder was buried in the center of what was called the “center lower room” of Libby Prison in the first part of March 1864, on the day on which Gen. Kilpatrick’s Cavalry was in front of Richmond.2 Mr. Ross never saw this mine but he was told by Maj. Turner that it was under the building. The fuse for touching off the mine was kept in the safe of which Mr. Ross had charge. He was told by Maj. Turner that it was an eight second fuse.

Mr. Latouche formerly Adjutant of Libby Prison states that in the early part of March, 1864, during the time Gen. Kilpatrick was threatening the city, he (Latouche) represented to Maj. Turner that there was not a sufficient guard at the prison to prevent the prisoners from escaping should they make the attempt. Maj. Turner replied that Gen. Winder3 and himself had been to see the Sec. of War,4 that he could get no additional guard and that he intended putting powder under the prison.

On the same day three packages (two twenty five pound kegs and one box containing probably fifty pounds) of powder were carried to the prison and placed in a hole under the center of the building and covered with earth. There was a screw on the top of the box for the purpose of attaching a fuse. The fuse he understands was kept in Maj. Turner’s safe.

This powder remained in the building about two months, during which time it was constantly guarded by a sentinel. It was finally wet by the high water of the James flowing into the building, and was then taken out by Dick Turner by order of Maj. Turner at the solicitation of Mr. Latouche.

Mr. Latouche states that Maj. Turner told him to have it taken out as quietly as possible as the knowledge of the mine being there had a tendency to intimidate the prisoners.

The men who make the above statements can be produced at any time and will testify to the facts herein stated.

Very Respectfully,

Your Obt Servt

J. McEntee

Lt. Col. Etc.



1 General U. S. Grant appointed Marsena Patrick provost marshal general of the army operating against Richmond. Patrick was relieved of his command because of his lenient policies.

2 In March 1864 Brigadier General Judson Kilpatrick, along with Colonel Ulric Dahlgren, mounted a cavalry raid on Richmond in an effort to free the Union prisoners being held in the Confederate’s Belle Island prison camp and Libby Prison. The raid failed, and Dahlgren was killed.

3 Confederate general John Henry Winder, commissary general of prisoners.

4 John A. Seddon.


	J. MCGILL	(7:150–52)


F-35

Letter to Archbishop McClosky from McGill, Mar. 29, 1865

Envelope: Most Rev. Dr. McCloskey, Archbishop of New York, to introduce Mr. B. F. Ficklin

Most Rev. Dear Sir,

Mr. B. F. Ficklin, who has been a most liberal friend of our little orphans during the past years of difficulty, though not a member of our church, and who, as I am informed, visits the North on business of his own, not connected with the troubles of the day, will present you these lines of introduction. Any courtesy you may be able to extended to him will be well bestowed, and will be appreciated by yours very truly in X1

J. McGill

Bishop of Richmond

March 29th 1865

To Most Rev. Dr. McCloskey

Archbishop of New York



1 Ficklin was able to use influential people such as Bishop McGill to secure permits (certificates) to collect Southern cotton and sell it to the U.S. Treasury.


	CAPTAIN THEODORE MCGOWAN2	(5:317–22, PW, Poore
I:194, Pitman 78)
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Statement of

Capt. Theodore McGowan

Headquarters Dept. Washington

April 15, 1 A.M.

About eight o’clock in the evening of Friday, April 14/65, in company with a friend. I went to Ford’s theater, arriving there just after the entrance of President Lincoln. My friend, Lt. Crawford, and I, after viewing the Presidential party from the opposite side of the dress circle, went to the right side & took seats in the passageway leading by the wall, above the seats of the dress circle, about six feet from the door of the President’s box. In a little while, the attendant, or messenger, of the President came out from the box & took the chair nearest the box-door & on the level with it. He was placed, accordingly, about four feet to my right & front & was about three feet from the door.

During the play, I remember, a man whose face I did not look at, passed me, & inquiring the whereabouts of the President’s messenger, showed him, on reaching his chair, an envelope, of large size, apparently official, having a printed heading & being addressed in a bold hand. I could not see the entire superscription & with the passing thought that the writer was either a bore or a Cabinet Minister. I looked again at the play. In a moment the man went away.1

Some time after, I was disturbed in my seat by the approach of a man who wished to pass upon the aisle in which we were sitting. Giving him room by bending the chair forward, he passed and stepped one step down upon the level below the aisle. Standing there, he was almost in the direct line of sight & visible accordingly, even while looking at the stage.

He stood, fixed, for perhaps a minute, quietly surveying the house. He then drew a number of visiting cards from his coat pocket, & with some attention, selected one, returning the remainder. Then, stepping down upon the next level & to the messenger’s right side, he stooped & exhibited the card. I do not know whether the card was carried in by the messenger or his assent given to the entrance of the man who presented it. The latter is the more probable, for, in a few moments, I saw the man enter the door of the lobby leading to the box & close it behind him. Undivided attention was, again, given to the play. Two or three minutes, perhaps, elapsed, when, in the interval, after the disappearance of Mrs. Mountchessington & her daughter, Asa Trenchard, ^being alone on the stage^, & just before the entrance of other characters, the house being comparatively still, the sharp report of a pistol rang through the house. It was fired, apparently, behind the scenes, upon the right & behind the President’s box. Although startling, it was accepted by everyone as the introduction to some new passage, several of which had been interpolated in the early part of the play. A moment after, a man leaped from the front of the box, directly down upon the stage & ran, rapidly, bareheaded, across, holding an unsheathed dagger in his right hand, the blade of which flashed, as he came within ten feet of the opposite entrance, brightly in the gaslight. I did not see his face as he leaped, or ran, but knew him to be the man I saw enter. As he leaped, he cried, in cuttingly clear tones, the motto of the state of Virginia; “Sic Semper Tyrannus”. The hearing of this, & the sight of the gleaming dagger, explained, fully, the nature of the deed he had committed. It was too late to kill him. In a second more he disappeared by the front entrance on the right of the stage. Consternation seemed to stitch every one of the large audience to his seat. The next moment there was a heaving, hoarse-sounding sea of men. Despairing of the immediate capture of the assassin, for the details of this plot had evidently been arranged by the hand of a master, I aided in clearing the house & went into the street.

Theodore McGowan

22nd Army Corps



2 McGowan, assistant adjutant general to Major General C. C. Augur commanding the 22nd Army Corp, was called as a witness to identify Booth as the assassin.

1 The man who approached the Presidential Box before Booth was S. P. Hanscom, editor of the Daily National Republican. Hanscom had stopped by the White House earlier in the evening and had been asked to deliver a dispatch to Lincoln at Ford’s Theatre. Such requests were not unusual and happened on Lincoln’s previous visits to the theater.

(3:163–65, PW, Poore I:194, Pitman 78)
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McGowan, Theadore

Letterhead: Headquarters Department of Washington, 22nd Army Corps, Washington, DC May 30, 1865

Col. H. H. Wells

War Dept.

Colonel,

In the matter of the mining of “Libby” & the treatment of our prisoners confined there & at Andersonville, let me suggest that Col. Hartshorne,1 Commanding 190th Pa. Vet. Vols. (now over the river) is the most promising witness government can possibly call. Please call it to the attention of Judge Holt.

Very truly

Theodore McGowan

PS By the way, Gen. Bacon tells me today that Kirby2 who has been called by the Defense, is an old neighbor of the Surratt’s and is a Union man; & will testify to his knowledge of Mrs. Surratt’s secessionism & her ability to see as well as anybody.



1 Hartsomme was not called as a witness.

2 Kirby did not testify.

(6:548–49, PW, Poore I:194, Pitman 78)
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Washington D.C.

May 22nd 1865

McGowan, Theadore

Endorsements

Respectfully returned

Luther A. Martin will not be required as a witness.

War Department, May 22nd 1865

Letter

Central Guard House

Washington D. C. May 22, 1865

Colonel,

We have a man here named Luther A. Martin, citizen of Allen’s Fresh, Md. arrested by Officer Holbrook, No. 3, Met. Police and committed April 24/65 by Col. Ingraham, Pro. Mar. Gen to be held for the orders of Col. Foster. I have the honor to inquire if his attendance as a witness will be required before the Military Commission now in session at the Arsenal. If not, he will be discharged from custody.

I am, Colonel

Very respectfully

Theadore McGowan

Provost Judge

(6:550–51, PW, Poore I:194, Pitman 78)

“Mc” 45 (JAO) 1865

Washington D. C.

May 27th 1865

Theodore McGowan

Endorsements

War Department

May 27th 1865

Respectfully referred to Capt. George Cottingham for investigation. Letter

Colonel,

The present employer of Rachel Spencer, late slave of Dr. Mudd, tells me that in his family she has spoken ambiguously of arms which at one time she either helped to hide or knew of when they were hid in the grounds of Mudd, some time last winter. Rachel is in the family of a Mrs. Day, a clerk in the office of Capt. Camp A.Q.M. at the Soldiers Rest.1

I am Colonel,

Very Respectfully,

Theodore McGowan



1 Rachel Spencer, a former slave of Samuel Mudd, testified to several Confederate soldiers being hidden in the wooded area behind Mudd’s house and Mudd having her take food to them on several occasions.


	MARY MCHENRY	(7:88–90)


F-20

114 S. 22nd St. Philadelphia, December 26, 1879

Wm. McKee Dunn

Judge Advocate General

Washington D.C.

Dear Sir,

Herewith I send you a relic which may prove an acceptable addition to your collection relative to the assassination of President Lincoln.

In August 1864, Mr. J. Wilkes Booth registered as a guest at the McHenry House, Meadville, Pennsylvania. He was there on the 13th of that month.2 After his departure it was found that he had, with a diamond, inscribed upon a pane of a window of his bedroom these words: “Abe Lincoln departed this life August 13th, 1864, by the effects of Poison”

The glass remained in the window undisturbed until the country was shocked by the murder of Mr. Lincoln on the 14th of April 1865. A few days after that event, Mr. R. M. N. Taylor, proprietor of the McHenry House, cut the pane from the window and framed it over a backing of black velvet; framed with it the autograph of Mr. Booth, which Mr. Taylor cut from the hotel register, and sent the whole to me, just as it now is.

I received it towards the end of April 1865, and have had it in my possession ever since. I believe the inscription is genuine & the history as above given is true.

I am respectfully yours,

Mary McHenry



2 Booth was not a guest at the McHenry House on August 13, 1864. He was at his brother Edwin’s house in New York suffering from a serious infectious disease known as erysipelas.


	JAMES MCMICKEL	(4:309–11)


“M” R.B. (JAO) P14 1865

Provost Marshals Office

Fort Ethan Allan, Va.

April 24th 1865

James Heikle

James Colvin

Robert Murphy

John Williams

Statements

Statement of Corporal Jas. McMickel

On the 20th of April together with Corp. Jas. Colvin, Private Robert Murphy & John Williams, started for the house of Washington Trammell for the purpose of bringing in “Lucky Davis” to camp as he was signaled for from Washington. Got to the house at 12 o’clock at night. Trammel said he was not there and appeared very much frustrated. We then left and went back in a short time as I thought there must be something wrong and with his permission searched the house. The first time we were there did not stay more than ten minutes. The second time between ½ and ¾ of an hour. Trammell said we could not play Yankee any longer as he knew who we were. Supposing us to be rebels. I told him we were not; He asked me if “Bush Underwood” was along. Said he was not. The boys with me said we were Union. I motioned them to keep still. He wanted to know when I had seen him (Underwood) last. Told him about a fortnight ago. He said it was a great pity Underwood had not got Col. Gansevoort in a fight that took place above his house about four weeks ago and strung him up. Said he knows a great deal of Underwood although he had never seen him. Asked me if I was in the fight with Underwood the time our pickets were attacked and killed at Leevinsvill. Told him I was. I asked him if he knew where our pickets were now. He said he did and said I would better not go in daylight as they were well ambushed. But at night he thought I could go down and take them as easy as not. His sister advised us not to go as it was dangerous. I told him I thought we would try it. He said it was alright. Just before we left I made the remark Old Abraham is dead. He said yes, thank God he is out of the way. He treated us to Apple Jack the first time we were there. We returned to camp and reported him to Col. Gansevoort.

Sworn and subscribed to

before me, this 26th day of April 1865

R. C. Machesney


	JOHN H. MCCUMBER	(7:28)


F-07

J. Wilkes Booth arrived at Barnum’s Hotel Baltimore on the 3.30 AM train from Philadelphia, Mch 25, 1865 and left on the 7 AM O.C. train to Washington.

He also arrived on Feb. 21st 1865 on 3.30 AM train from Philadelphia and left for Washington Feb 22nd on 6 PM train.

This I certify is a correct statement as per our books.

John H. McOmber

Clerk, Barnum’s Hotel


	COLONEL J. MCENTEE	(3:45)


“Mc” 375 (JAO) 1865

Col. J. McEntee

Letterhead: Office of the Provost marshal General, Armies operation against Richmond, Va. May 24th 1865

Brv. Col. Burnett

Judge Advocate

Colonel,

I herewith forward Mr. Lewis W. Chamberlayne, formerly clerk in the Confed. States War Department.

He is perfectly familiar with the handwriting of Burton W. Harrison, J. A. Campbell, Jeff Davis, Seddon and others.

He is willing to state all he knows.

By order of Gen. Patrick

J. McEntee

Lt. Col. Etc.


	THEODORE MCGOWAN1	(6:550–51, PW, Poore I:194, Pitman 78)


“Mc” 45 (JAO) 1865

Washington D. C.

May 27th 1865

Theodore McGowan

Endorsements

War Department

May 27th 1865

Respectfully referred to Capt. George Cottingham for investigation.

Letter

Colonel,

The present employer of Rachel Spencer, late slave of Dr. Mudd, tells me that in his family she has spoken ambiguously of arms which at one time she either helped to hide or knew of when they were hid in the grounds of Mudd, some time last winter. Rachel is in the family of a Mrs. Day, a clerk in the office of Capt. Camp A.Q.M. at the Soldiers Rest.1

I am Colonel,

Very Respectfully,

Theodore McGowan



1 McGowan, assigned to General C. C. Augur’s staff, was seated near the door of the President’s Box at Ford’s Theatre. He testified to Booth’s actions and that of the president’s messenger and valet, Charles Forbes, who was seated closest to the door leading into the box.


	THEODORE MCGOWAN	(3:163–65)


“Mc” 420 (JAO) 1865

McGowan, Theadore

Letterhead: Headquarters Department of Washington, 22nd Army Corps, Washington, DC May 30, 1865

Col. H. H. Wells

War Dept.

Colonel,

In the matter of the mining of “Libby” & the treatment of our prisoners confined there & at Andersonville, let me suggest that Col. Hartshorne, Commanding 190th Pa. Vet. Vols. (now over the river) is the most promising witness government can possibly call. Please call it to the attention of Judge Holt.

Very truly

Theodore McGowan

PS By the way, Gen. Bacon tells me today that Kirby who has been called by the Defense, is an old neighbor of the Surratt’s and is a Union man; & will testify to his knowledge of Mrs. Surratt’s secessionism & her ability to see as well as anybody.


	MARY MCHENRY	(7:88–90)


F-20

114 S. 22nd St. Philadelphia, December 26, 1879

Wm. McKee Dunn

Judge Advocate General

Washington D.C.

Dear Sir,

Herewith I send you a relic which may prove an acceptable addition to your collection relative to the assassination of President Lincoln.

In August 1864, Mr. J. Wilkes Booth registered as a guest at the McHenry House, Meadville, Pennsylvania. He was there on the 13th of that month. After his departure it was found that he had, with a diamond, inscribed upon a pane of a window of his bedroom these words: “Abe Lincoln departed this life August 13th, 1864, by the effects of Poison”

The glass remained in the window undisturbed until the country was shocked by the murder of Mr. Lincoln on the 14th of April 1865. A few days after that event, Mr. R. M. N. Taylor, proprietor of the McHenry House, cut the pane from the window and framed it over a backing of black velvet; framed with it the autograph of Mr. Booth, which Mr. Taylor cut from the hotel register, and sent the whole to me, just as it now is.

I received it towards the end of April 1865, and have had it in my possession ever since. I believe the inscription is genuine & the history as above given is true.

I am respectfully yours,

Mary McHenry



1 Rachel Spencer was one of seven black prosecution witnesses who testified that Dr. Mudd sheltered Confederate soldiers and agents, hid arms, and served as a mail courier (PW, Poore II:170, Pitman 172).


	JAMES MCMICKEL	(4:309–11)


“M” R.B. (JAO) P14 1865

Provost Marshals Office

Fort Ethan Allan, Va.

April 24th 1865

James Meikle

James Calwin

Robert Murphy

John Williams

Statement of Corporal Jas. McMickel

On the 20th of April together with Corp. Jas. Calwin, Private Robert Murphy & John Williams, started for the house of Washington Trammell for the purpose of bringing in “Lucky Davis” to camp as he was signaled for from Washington. Got to the house at 12 o’clock at night. Trammell said he was not there and appeared very much frustrated. We then left and went back in a short time as I thought there must be something wrong and with his permission searched the house. The first time we were there did not stay more than ten minutes. The second time between ½ and ¾ of an hour. Trammell said we could not play Yankee any longer as he knew who we were. Supposing us to be rebels. I told him we were not; He asked me if “Bush Underwood” was along. Said he was not. The boys with me said we were Union. I motioned them to keep still. He wanted to know when I had seen him (Underwood) last. Told him about a fortnight ago. He said it was a great pity Underwood had not got Col. Gansevoort, in a fight that took place above his house about four weeks ago and strung him up. Said he thought a great deal of Underwood although he had never seen him. Asked me if I was in the fight with Underwood the time our pickets were attacked and killed at Leevinsvill. Told him I was. I asked him if he knew where our pickets were now. He said he did and said I would better not go in daylight as they were well ambushed. But at night he thought I could go down and take them as easy as not. His sister advised us not to go as it was dangerous. I told him I thought we would try it. He said it was alright. Just before we left I made the remark Old Abraham is dead. He said yes, thank God he is out of the way. He treated us to Apple Jack the first time we were there. We then came to camp and reported him to Col. Gansevoort.

Sworn and subscribed to

before me, this 26th day of April 1865

R. C. Machesney


	JAMES L. MCPHAIL1	(5:111–28, PW, Poore I:396, 422,
II:97, Pitman 148, 222, 239)


“M” R.B. (JAO) P56 1865

May 24th 1865

Statements obtained from men at Jarvis Hospital by Pro. Mar. Gen. McPhail, Baltimore

Concerning treatment of Union prisoners at Libby, Belle Isle, Florence,

Andersonville, etc. They all testify to the deliberate starving of US soldiers by the rebel authorities.

Statement of Geo. W. Draper:

I was taken prisoner last August. Belong to Sheridan’s cavalry. Was taken near Winchester. It was reported in the crowd of prisoners that Custer had hung a spy near Newtown. There were seven of these prisoners belonging to Custer’s brigade, myself among them. We were taken from the field to an orchard. A citizen came and told us that if we had anything to say we had better say it, as we would probably be shot or hung. We were starved on account of the hanging of this spy. We went from near Winchester to Staunton in three days, and all I had in that time was comprised of two pint cups of flour. The rest fared no better. We were pushed ahead against our strength at the point of the bayonet. Saw a man shot for nothing. The man who was shot did not know that he was liable to be shot by crossing the so-called “deadline”. The rebel lieutenant stated that we were put upon bread and water thirty-eight days because of the burning of barns in “the valley”. A man was murdered at Lynchburg while I was there under the pretext that he was looking out of a window against orders. One of my company died while I was at Libby. Eight of my companions were taken with me, and I am the only one living. They all died of starvation and cruelty. I was as good a man as stood in the ranks before being captured. I was, with my companions, so coerced by want of food; especially want of food; that when I got to Richmond I could not recollect what occurred. The rebel officer where I was confined stated that we were cruelly treated (starved and exposed), in retaliation for the treatment we accorded to their prisoners with us.

Statement of A. E. Fullerton:

I was a prisoner seventeen months; parts of the time at Richmond, Danville, Andersonville, Charleston, Wilmington, and Goldsborough. Lieut. Barrett a red haired man treated the prisoners very bad at Florence where I was also a prisoner. He filled up all our wells and obliged us to use bad water; the food given us was not sufficient to sustain life; large numbers died; about one hundred and eleven a day in August and July when the scurvy was bad.

Statement of J. W. Albert

I know about Lieut. Barrett and Wilson, treating prisoners bad at Florence.

Statement of Charles Sweeny:

I was a Prisoner at Andersonville, Georgia. Howell Cobb made a speech in Andersonville, and said that the yanks would all be in their graves before long, pointing to the stockade in which the prisoners were confined.

Statement of Eugene B. Clark:

I have known of general bad treatment to prisoners at Danville. The black troops were awfully abused.

Statement of James Young:

I heard Lt. Colonel Iverson, in command at Florence, South Carolina, say “he would starve us, go out and take the oath and take up arms against the United States”. I also heard him say to the sergeant in charge of burying the dead, “how many dead Yankees this morning?” The sergeant referred him to the report. He then said to the sargeant “They are not dying half fast enough, the more that die, the less to feed and fight.” A Lieut. Barrett, a red haired man, was also very cruel to the prisoners.

Stephen Allen’s statement:

I was a prisoner at Richmond, Florence, Andersonville, and Charlestown. There was general bad treatment of prisoners. I was threatened by the officers with hanging if I did not tell about the tunnel they suspected we were making.

G. W. Gilbert’s Statement

I was put on Bell Island a prisoner, and was starved four days, in order to make us give up a man they had charges against.

Thomas Cavanaugh

Prisoner at Salisbury. We were called “dam Yankee son of bitches” and that they would starve us.

C. C. Burdick

Was prisoner at Danville, the cry was starve them.

John Harper,

Libby Prison; was punished for making plates out of our canteens. Sent us to Bell Island, stated one of our men who was seeking some shade, threatened us with starvation for not telling about officers being among us on the Island.

Statement of J. G. Clarkson,

Company A, 107th Pennsylvania,

Volunteer Cavalry

I was a prisoner at Salisbury. I heard an officer of the rebel army say they would have all of us in their army or in hell. Some prisoners remained two and three days without food.

The following persons make the same statement:


	Private William Stoat	Com. K 30th Penn. Cavalry
	"   Charles Mattson	Com. L 2nd Penn. Cavalry
	"   Lewis Morrill	Com. L 1st Vt. Heavy Artillery
	"   Albert Altman	Com. P 11th Infantry


Statement of Joseph Dangel

I was a prisoner on Bell Island, Richmond, seven months, at Andersonville, seven months, at Savannah one month, one month at Millen, Ga., one month at Winchester, Va. I saw two to three men shot down every day. My rations were half pint of meal, a spoonful of rotten beans; no salt. The treatment given me was bad enough to kill me twenty times. I saw two men killed at Bell Island. I was put in stocks for three weeks for declaring my preference for Lincoln over McClellan. I have nine wounds in my body. They would not give me medical attention.

Statement of W. H. Holden,

I saw a number of men shot at Andersonville. I have seen men shot in going under the dead line to get water. One was killed and another wounded. I had a friend sick, I went to get for him medicine, and was told to go away or they would shoot me.

Statement of J. Jourdan

I was a prisoner at Libby Richmond and also at Danville. There was a general disposition to starve our men, they would remark we had come to take their land from them, and we would get six feet by two and that would be all.

Statement of Jefferson Portingall

I had a leg taken off while I was a prisoner in the hand of the rebels, which was not necessary. My wound did not require it, and was kept four days without food. I heard them say “it was good enough for the dam Yankees.” The surgeon struck me once while on my bed; this was at Hospital 21 at Richmond. They bucked and gagged wounded men. I saw ten done so, two whom died.

Statement of David L. Shoules

I was a prisoner and wounded in my big toe. My leg was taken off. Col. Iverson was in charge of prisoners at Florence. He said we must take the oath or starve. I think he did starve us.



1 A collection of twenty-one interviews of Union prisoner-of-war soldiers designed to show inhumane treatment of prisoners by Confederate authorities. One soldier, James Young, was chosen to testify as a prosecution witness (Poore II:243, Pitman 61).

(2:99–101, PW, Poore I:396, 422, II:97, Pitman 148, 222, 239)

“Mc” 42 (JAO) 1865

Col. J. L. McPhail

Pro. Mar. Gen. War Dept.

Washington City, DC

April 24th 1865

Hon. E. M. Stanton

Sec. of War

Sir,

A man named Harbourn1 living near Piscataway, Prince George County, Md., now stopping with some relations near Bryantown, Charles County, Md., name not recollected, was associated with Surratt in blockade-running, and was seen with Surratt in Port Tobacco, in February or March. M. H. Bailey was bartender, at Browner’s Hotel, Port Tobacco, now reported to be with relatives abt. 10 miles below Port Tobacco on a farm. Dr. Mudd lives at Bryantown, Charles County, Md. A Dr. Qwyn, or Queen,2 lives 2–3 miles above Piscataway, Prince George County Md. Caywood or Kaywood lives near Fr. Clements Bay, St. Mary County Md. He is represented as harboring rebels of all kinds. I have got the above information from parties somewhat familiar with localities mentioned. I make memorandum of them hoping they may do good.

Respectfully

J. L. McPhail



1 Thomas Harbin, an agent of the Confederate Secret Service of the War Department. Harbin, introduced to Booth by Dr. Mudd, agreed to help Booth in his capture plot. Harbin made arrangements to have them taken to Dr. Richard Stuart’s home, Cleydael, on Sunday, April 23.

2 Both Drs. William Queen and Samuel Mudd provided Booth with lodging and contacts in southern Maryland at the time Booth recruited individuals into his capture plan.

(2:647–48, PW, Poore I:396, 422, II:97, Pitman 148, 222, 239)

“Mc” 192 (JAO) 1865

J. L. McPhail

Letterhead: War Department, Office of the Provost Marshal General for the state of Maryland, Baltimore April 20th 1865

Hon. E. M. Stanton

Sec. of War

Sir,

Below please find description of Walter C. Barnes, one of the associates of Atzerodt, who left Baltimore on the 18th inst. Steps to arrest whom were taken yesterday, by Brig. General James A. Hardie, upon my information.

Respectfully yours etc.

J. L. McPhail

PMG S Md.

Age about 22 years

Height 5 feet 4 or 5 inches

Eyes gray and large

Action quick

Walks leaning a little forward

Shoulders little rounded

Hair dark not black

Very talkative in conversation free

Generally wears dark clothing

(2:766, PW, Poore I:396, 422, II:97, Pitman 148, 222, 239)

“Mc” 218 (JAO) 1865

McPhail Wm.

Letterhead, War Department, Office of the Provost Marshal General for the State of Maryland, Baltimore May 1st 1865

Col. Burnett USA War Dept., Washington DC

Sir,

Upon telegram order from Provost Marshal Gen. J. L. McPhail for State of Maryland, I had arrested Mrs. Slater1 and send her to you by the hands of Mr. William Parker of the force.

Yours etc.

Wm. McPhail, in absence of Marl.



1 Sarah Slater, alias Kate Thompson, was a courier for Confederate secretary of state Judah P. Benjamin. This brought her into regular contact with John Surratt, who frequently accompanied Slater as her escort between Richmond and Canada using the Surratt boardinghouse in Washington and the Surratt Tavern in Surrattsville as safe houses.

(5:315–16, PW, Poore I:396, 422, II:97, Pitman 148, 222, 239)

“M” R.B. (JAO) P64 1865

McPhail J. L.

Baltimore

20th April 65

Colonel Ingraham


Provost Marshal

Washington D. C.

Sir,

I received information from one of my men, that a person by the name of Lloyd in charge of Surratt property was arrested and held a prisoner at Robey’s Store, half mile from Surrattsville, Prince Georges County, Md., on the 18th inst. Supposing he may be a Captain Lloyd1 of the Emmart Guard of Richmond and Rebel spy, I give you his description. Height 5 feet 6 inches, form straight; Whiskers English (side ones), hair auburn. Complexion fair. Aged about 38 years.

Respectfully,

Yours etc.

J. L. McPhail

Pro. Marl. G. S. Md.



1 The man held at Roby’s store (post office) was John M. Lloyd, proprietor of the Surratt Tavern.

(5:328, PW, Poore I:396, 422, II:97, Pitman 148, 222, 239)

“M” R.B. (JAO) P64 1865

Provost Marshal’s Office

Baltimore, May 6, 1865

J. L. McPhail, P.M. to Col. Burnett

Encloses 3 statements by M. E. Martin concerning his knowledge of Surratt and Atzerodt.

Sir,

Enclosed please find statement of M. E. Martin, taken in accordance with your order, at Baltimore jail.

Mr. Martin desires, should he be used as a witness, that he should be permitted in justice to himself, to state what took him south, and the circumstances connected with that visit.

Respectfully

Yours V.C.

J. L. McPhail

Pro M. G. L. Md.

(2:962–63, PW, Poore I:396, 422, II:97, Pitman 148, 222, 239)

“M” 290 (JAO) 1865

McPhail, J. L.

Letterhead: War Department, Office of the Provost Marshal General for the state of Maryland, Baltimore, May 17th 1865

Col. H. L. Burnett

Judge Advocate

War Department

Washington DC

Sir,

I understand that Richard Smoot and James Brawner,1 who sold boat to Booth and were arrested, have been discharged by Gen. Auger. I think the charge of selling boat and making arrangements to take care of it was unknown to the General.

Respectfully,

Yours etc.

J. L. McPhail

Pro. Mar. G. S. M



1 Richard M. Smoot and James A. Brawner, both of Port Tobacco, Maryland, sold their jointly owned fishing boat to John Surratt for $250. Surratt then made arrangements to hide the boat until needed to cross the Potomac River with a captured Lincoln.

(2:775–77, PW, Poore I:396, 422, II:97, Pitman 148, 222, 239)

“Mc” 224 (JAO) 1865

McPhail, J. L.

Col. Burnett USA

War Dept.

Mrs. Slater has stated to me that her first introduction to Mr. Sharp was in Richmond in 1861, when she was introduced by her husband with request he would bring her to Baltimore. Sharpe was the bearer of dispatches to Fort Lyons. She has (so she says) run the block2 3 times since 1861 when she did it twice. She also says her husband’s acquaintance with Sharpe, was of long standing, as a businessman. The report he is living with her, may of come out of the great friendship existing between the families. She also says Mr. S. never left his wife and that they live happily together. I will try & have her at your office by 12 o’clock.

Yours truly, McPhail

May 2nd 1865



2 Union blockade.

(2:784, PW, Poore I:396, 422, II:97, Pitman 148, 222, 239)

“Mc” 228 (JAO) 1865

McPhail, Wm.

Letterhead: War Department, Office of the Provost Marshal General for the State of Maryland, Baltimore May 3rd, 1865

Colonel Burnett, USA

War Department

Washington DC

Sir,

You will receive by the hands of V. Randall,1 of Pro. Marshal Gen. J. L. McPhail’s force, the person of Samuel Sharp, arrested upon telegram order of the Marshal, to be reported to you.

Respectfully

Yours etc.

Wm. McPhail

Acting in absence of Mar.



1 Voltaire Randall, detective on the staff of Maryland provost marshal James L. McPhail.

(2:986–87)

“Mc” 302 (JAO) 1865

W. McPhail

Previous to going to Fortress Monroe we had searched O’Laughlin’s House, 57 N. Exeter St. for Mike O’Laughlin

Yours,

W. McPhail

Mr. E. J. Horner was with Randall.2



2 Detectives Eaton Horner and Voltaire Randall arrested Samuel Arnold at Fort Monroe on Monday, April 17. Michael O’Laughlen, whose family lived across the street from the Booths’ Baltimore home, turned himself in to McPhail the same day rather than shame his mother by being arressted in her home.

(2:1153–60, PW, Poore I:396, 422, II:97, Pitman 148, 222, 239)

“H” 350 (JAO) 1865

Letterhead: War Department, Office of the Provost Marshal General for the State of Maryland, Baltimore May 11th 1865

Hon. E. M. Stanton

Sec. of War

Washington DC

Sir, I have the honor to report the result of my investigation, respecting the parties who left Baltimore, May 6th 1865 on the British Barque Saint Ursula, Capt. Wm. Lanfair for Rio. Messrs. Pendegast & sons agents for the vessel have given me some interesting information as follows: In April 1864, some parties called at their counting room, and inquired for passage to Rio on the Barque up for that Port, made arrangement to take them. They gave their names Payne and Richardson, and first stated they were from Virginia, but afterwards stated they were from Kentucky. They were stopping at Barnum’s Hotel,1 and comprised in their number, old Mr. Payne, his wife, three sons, son in law, Mr. Richardson, and three daughters. All had passports from the State Department. One of the sons gave his name as John Ashby, and they were registered at the hotel variously from the 21st to 26th of April. On the 21st of April as John Ashby, and Aug. Richardson and lady, Kentucky. George Payne, Kentucky, William Richardson, Kentucky, on the 22nd April George Payne and lady, Kentucky, Miss Sallie Payne, and Miss Julia Payne, Kentucky, April the 23rd H. C. Payne, Kentucky. Miss Sallie Payne and Mrs. George Payne, Kentucky. April the 26th H. C. Payne, Pennsylvania, W. Richardson, Kentucky.

They purchased clothing from L. Jarrett, Merchant Tailors, on Baltimore Street, in different names; R. L. Payne, John Ashby, John Ashby Payne, and H. C. Payne, and bought largely of dry goods at H. Easters & Co. and jewelry of George W. Webb in this city.

One represented himself to Messrs. Pendegast as Walter Payne. This young man was six feet and upwards, high cheekbones, plump face, and fine head of dark hair. They represented that there was seven brothers, two had died, two in South America about three years, and they made up the number to seven. These parties frequently visited Washington, where they had engaged two lawyers to prosecute a claim against the government for a large amount of coin, seized in New York, on its arrival from Havana, by John A. Kennedy Supt. of police, New York, as the results of blockade running business.

It was currently reported that the Payne’s were large contractors for furnishing the Rebel Government Army in Texas with cattle, and left there on account of large forgeries on the rebel government and sought safety in Canada, at Toronto. The Payne’s stated that the brothers in Rio was engaged in the slave trade for the past two or three years.

Captain Lanfair, represented to Messrs. Pendegast that the parties behaved very badly on the voyage, frequently drawing pistols on one another.

Mr. Pendegast informs me that he regretted after the Barque had sailed that he had allowed them to go aboard his vessel and was uneasy until he heard she had arrived out.

Mr. Jerome Pendegast, received a letter from one of the girls from Buenos Aires a short time back stating that they were living very comfortably at that place.

I have no knowledge of any of them returning to the United States, but the description given of Walter Payne by Mr. Pendegast, leads me to believe that the assassin who attempted to take the life of the Hon. Secretary of State, is none other than Walter Payne, who sailed from Baltimore last May for Rio, in the aforementioned vessel.

I have written to Mr. Kennedy for such information as he may possess and will forward his answer as soon as received.

Respectfully

J. L. McPhail

P. M. G. S. Md.



1 Barnum’s City Hotel was Booth’s home when he stayed in Baltimore. The Barnum was also the gathering place for pro-Confederate subversive groups such as the Knights of the Golden Circle.

(3:3–4, PW, Poore I:396, 422, II:97, Pitman 148, 222, 239)

“Mc” 361 (JAO) 1865

J. L. McPhail

Letterhead: War Department, Washington City, May 21st 1865

Col. H. L. Burnett

Judge Advocate

Sir,

I deem to call your attention to the case of Richter,1 arrested at Germantown, Montgomery County Md., and request that you will call the attention of the Hon. Sec. of War to his case, and if it will bear a recommendation for his release that you will do it, so as he may be released tomorrow.

Respectfully,

Yours etc.

J. L. McPhail

P.M. Gen. Of Md.



1 Hartman Richter, cousin of George A. Atzerodt. Atzerodt was arrested at the Richter home on April 20, 1865.

(3:153–54, PW, Poore I:396, 422, II:97, Pitman 148, 222, 239)

“C” 415 (JAO) 1865

Crane, C.

Custom House,

Boston Mass

May 30, 1865

Hon. E. M. Stanton

Wash. DC

A statement which appeared in the papers that a Mr. Harris2 had imported into this city trunks containing infected clothing led me to examine the register at the Parker House when it was reputed Harris stayed during his stay here. I was not able to find his name. The 3rd of August has been said he landed his trunks from a vessel.

I found registered on the 26 of July the following names:

Chas. R. Hinter, Toronto, Canada

J. Wilkes Booth

A. J. Bursted (or Rursted) of Baltimore

H. V. Clinton, Hamilton C. W.

R. A. Leech, Montreal

I do not know as any excepting Booth have been known as connected with the sad tragedy at Washington and may find their names as a remarkable circumstance that representatives from the above named places should arrive & meet at the Parker House at or about the time Harris was on his way from Halifax with his clothing.

I have the honor to be most respectfully yours

Cudwil Crane1



2 Alias used by Joseph Godrey Hyams, Confederate agent working for Dr. Luke P. Blackburn.

1 Cordial Crane.

(3:166–67, PW, Poore I:396, 422, II:97, Pitman 148, 222, 239)

“Mc” 421 (JAO) 1865

McPhail, J. L.

Washington DC

May 2, 1865

H. L. Burnett

Sir,

Permit me to call your attention to Richard and Henry Ford,2 now confined at the Old Capital and as the government has not put them on the stand, as witnesses, and the Defense have, I have thought proper to ask in their behalf, a parole to return when wanted, for which I will become responsible, & have them on hand whenever wanted. Asking your early attention, I remain Yours truly,

J. L. McPhail



2 The brothers McPhail refers to are James R. Ford and Harry Clay Ford. The Ford brothers were released as a result of McPhail’s request, but John T. Ford remained in prison for nearly a month. All three brothers testified on May 31 on behalf of Edman Spangler. James Ford on May 30 (DW, Spangler, Poore III:11, Pitman 100), Harry Ford on May 31 (DW, Spangler, Poore II:548, Pitman 99), and John Ford on May 31 (DW, Spangler, Poore II:527, III:474, Pitman 102, 104).

(3:261–62, PW, Poore I:396, 422, II:97, Pitman 148, 222, 239)

“Mc” 446 (JAO) 1865

McPhail, J. L.

Letterhead: War Department, Office of the Provost Marshal General for the State of Maryland, Baltimore, May 29th 1865

Col. H. L. Burnett

Judge Advocate

Washington, DC

Sir,

In accordance with your request, I give you my knowledge of Mr. David Preston Parr, of this City.1 Frequent reports have come to me of his visiting Charles County, Md., Surrattsville and other places in that section of country. Mr. T. Robey gave me the information. Mr. Parr has always accounted for his visits to this section of country as being in pursuit of business, collecting and drumming up trade. With regard to his sentiments, he is secesh. His character otherwise is without reproach and as gentle as a child and I would as soon believe an infant guilty of a criminal act as he.

Respectfully Yours,

J. L. McPhail

Pro. Mar. Gen., S. Md.



1 David Preston Parr owned a china shop in Baltimore that served as a mail drop and meeting place for Confederate agents as they passed through Baltimore. John Surratt, a courier for Judah Benjamin, frequently stopped at Parr’s shop.

(3:339, PW, Poore I:396, 422, II:97, Pitman 148, 222, 239)

“Mc” 476 (JAO) 1865

McPhail, J. S.

Letterhead: Office U. S. Military Telegraph, War Department Washington, D.C. From McAlear, dated French’s Store May 9th 1865. asking appointment of agent at the station etc.

You will please preserve the letter as I promised its return.

Respectfully,

Yours etc.

J. L. McPhail

Pro. Mar. Gen.

(3:340)

Letterhead: Office U. S. Military Telegraph, War Department Washington DC Recd from J. L. McPhail one letter J.W.B and one dated May 9th 1865 from Lon F. McAleer, obtained from W. P. Smith, Master of Transportation B&O RR. The J. W. B. letter, the same used in evidence in Court & dated South Branch Bridge April 6th and Post marked Cumberland May 8th 1865.

(3:342)

Letterhead: Office U. S. Military Telegraph, War department

H. L. Burnett

Sir,

The letter JWB referred to me. I have heard through the papers in the Master of Transportation officer B&O Rroad, at Baltimore, to be Lon F. McAlear. That is Leonidas F. McAlear of French’s Store near South Branch Bridge, Va., now holding the appointment of transportation agent of the county and recently appointed. All the parties named in the J. W. B. letter live in that vicinity. I enclose the JWB letter, and one loaned me by Mr. W. P. Smith, Master of Transportation.

(3:392–93, PW, Poore I:396, 422, II:97, Pitman 148, 222, 239)

“Mc” 499 (JAO) 1865

McPhail, J. L.

Letterhead: War Department, Office of the Provost Marshal General for the state of Maryland, Baltimore, June 6th, 1865

Col. H. L. Burnett

Sir,

I have been informed that a C. Joslin, Clifton House,1 now at Sharon Springs, would be an important witness as he was much acquainted with the Canada Rebels, and their friends, Thompson, Sanders & Co. My informant thinks much might be learned from him of importance to the government.2

Respectfully

Yours etc.

J. L. McPhail

Pro. Mar. Gen.

State of Md.



1 A popular hotel and Confederate meeting place located on the Canadian side of Niagara Falls.

2 Joslin was not called as a witness.

(3:958–73, PW, Poore I:396, 422, II:97, Pitman 148, 222, 239)

“Mc” 656 (JAO) 1865

Soldier experiences of Rebel prison life

Baltimore, May 24th, 1865

Col. H. L. Burnett

Judge Advocate

War Department

Sir,

In accordance with your directions, I have obtained a number of statements from officers & enlisted men about their treatment in Rebel prisons. Some of the men giving statements are now at Jarvis Hospital in this city. A list of whom you will find enclosed. I would say that a commission of officers be sent to the hospital to take all this testimony, as it is impossible for me to take it without more forces & it would be better to take it by a commission. If done it should be at once, as the men are being discharged daily, or going home on leave.

Respectfully yours

J. L. McPhail

Pro Mar. Gen.

State of Md.

TABLE 10 List of Patients in Jarvis Hospital Who Were Prisoners in Confederate POW Camps [image: ]
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“Mc” 656 (JAO) 1865

Baltimore May 26th 1865

Statement of Henry Bonn

I was engaged in the Confederate civil service at the Department making distribution for things sent from the north to Prisoners confined in Libby Prison. I became engaged in this service on the 27th Nov., 1863, Captain Gelp of the Confederate Army had control of this department in which I was employed and Major Thomas Turner had control of all the Departments of the Prison and from him emanated all the orders to the subordinate departments. I was charged for a while with delivering boxes sent from the north to the prisoners in Libby. I had orders to open and examine the contents of boxes I was so engaged about month, when John Holland was given the duty to perform. He was ordered by Major Thos. Turner to open the boxes and examine them and contents closely in doing it he would take such things as hams, bread, cakes etc., cut them up in pieces, and such things as canned fruits, sugar, jellies, and such like substances and after opening whatever they were in he would mix them up in one mass and in this condition deliver them to the prisoners.

Statement of John Kearney

Com: B. Purnel Legion

I was made a prisoner August 18th 1864, on the Weldon Railroad and taken to Petersburg and then to Richmond; placed in Libby and also on Bell Island1 and from thence taken to Salisbury, N. Carolina, where I was confined four months. I received the most brutal treatment. The officers would come into the enclosure or pen where we were confined and say to us “that they would starve us if we did not enlist in their army”. The rations given us was a piece of corn bread about three inches square three times a week and a half pound of salt beef once a week and at times when they could not obtain recruits the rations would be stopped for awhile. The General who was in command I think was named Bradley Johnson.2 I have been home and in hospital since March 1865.

Statement of Captain John B. Harrold

I was a prisoner at Richmond Va. in Libby Prison from the 18th of October, 1863 until March 1864. I had been taken at Charlestown Va. I belong to the 9th Maryland Volunteers. The treatment of me from the time I was made prisoner until I arrived at Libby was tolerable fair with the exception of that shown towards us by H. Gilmore3 and his men. At Libby we were deprived of all money found upon us. Our clothing and blankets had been taken from us previously. Our rations consisted of wheat and corn bread, about half pound a day and one fourth pound of meat every other day. During a few days afterward the bread was changed to corn altogether. The quantity being about the same in place of meat, we had cabbages in small quantity covered with manure and rotten potatoes. It would have been impossible for us to have survived the treatment much longer. I was Commissary to a squad of fellow prisoners and complained to the Adjutant of the prison, Mr. Latouche of the quantity and nature of the rations. He replied as far as I can recollect “Dam you don’t bother me. It is good enough for you. You ought all to die. You should have stayed where you came from.” I was taken sick and was laying down. Richard Turner, the Inspector of the prison ordered the guard to run his bayonet in me if I did not get up. To prevent it being done, I made use of what strength I had and rose up. The floor of the prison would be scrub a short time before night. The water would freeze upon them, which was the only bed we had to lay upon. An order was issued by Turner to prevent us hanging the clothes we would wash at the windows. The only places we had to dry them.

Statement Sergeant C. A. Moore

Com: D. 9th Md. Volunteers

I was captured at Charlestown Va. on the 18th of October 1863, by the forces of Gen. Imboden,1 among which Major H. Gilmore, Captains Imboden and White had commands. By these commands we were captured, taken to Staunton and from thence to Richmond from Captain Imboden we received tolerable fair treatment. From Gilmore and his men the treatment was bad. At Richmond we were placed in Scott’s Building and kept there one week. During the week we received for rations a piece of bread about half pound, and four ounces of boiled spoiled beef. Afterwards we were carried to Bell Island and placed in the entrenchment’s without shelter or blankets and had to lay upon the bare ground for the space of one month. They then gave us tents; five of them to every 100 men. Our rations on the Islands consisted of a small piece of cornbread and about two ounces of meat. Towards the latter part of my confinement I had not received meat for the period of thirty days, but once in place of meat we had given us a small quantity of rice and bean soup, which had considerable worms in it. I was taken from Bell Island to Andersonville closely crowded in boxcars; one hundred men were put in a car and kept in that condition without change for five consecutive days. When we arrived some of the men could not walk on account of the injuries from their crowded state and had to be carried to the stockaded field in wagons. We were placed within the stockade without covering or any other comfort. There was within the enclosure some 32 to 33 thousand men. The field was about 18 acres. When we would complain of the bad treatment, they would reply we treat you as yours treat us.

When any of the prisoners would go to the stream of water that ran through the field to get water, the guard stationed upon the stockade in boxes would fire among them, often wounding and killing them. They had also a pack of blood hounds which belonged to a man named Johnson, attached to the 5th Georgia Regiment for the purpose of pursuing any of us who would escape from the enclosure. We were taken from this place to Savannah and from thence to Millen. Our treatment throughout our whole time while prisoners was of a very unusual cruel character, resulting in the death of many of my fellow prisoners. I have seen sick men bayoneted who could not get along fast enough on the March for the guards.

Statement of J. F. Borland

I was taken prisoner on the 18th of October 1863 at Charlestown Va. I belonged to the 9th Regt. Md. Volunteers. I was captured by H. Gilmore and his command. I was compelled to sit down upon the ground and take off my clothes, all except shirt drawers and stockings and was given their old clothes in place of those taken from us. What money I had I hid in my stocking after we had thus been robbed. I was driven some distance on the road to Staunton by Gilmore and his men in a cruel manner. We were delivered to Gen. Imboden and put in charge of Captain Imboden a brother or son of the Gen. I don’t know which. While in his hands we were treated with kindness. On our arrival at Staunton, they subjected us again to a search by the Provost guard stationed there and all effects they found upon us were taken from us. From this place we were carried to Richmond, still under charge of Captain Imboden  arrived by rail at Richmond. We were here placed in Scott’s building forming a part of the Libby Prison. Guards were placed over us to prevent our having communication with each other. The following morning we were again searched by ordering us to “fall in line and give us all the money you have Yank” this search cleaned us out of all the money we had. They got $43 from me. We remain in this place a few days and were then removed to Bell Island. Here we were ordered to fall in line and compelled one at a time to march up and sign a paper but would not allow us to read it. The character of its heading I have no knowledge. We were then marched into the entrenchment’s in which there was no shelter. We had no blankets and were compelled to lay upon the ground. The rations given us were not sufficient to sustain life. During my confinement I was five consecutive days without food. The sixth day I had given me the extreme small allowance I had previously been receiving. We were fast starving under the treatment. The guards were in the habit of shooting among us. I was wounded in the leg by one of the shots. I remained without attention until our officers came to distribute the clothing sent us by our friends. When our officers made the demand to have me sent to the hospital, which was granted but had been refused before to me. I was on the Island about four months and was in Hospital in Richmond about three months. These three months I received good treatment from Doc Simms, who had charge of the ward I was in. Doc Wilkins who was surgeon in charge did not treat prisoners with humanity. I was exchanged and arrived home about the 27th or 28th of March 1864. My time of service having expired, I enlisted again in the 100 days service and was attached to the 11th Regiment of Md.



1 Belle Isle was a Confederate prison camp located on the James River opposite Richmond.

2 Brigadier General Bradley T. Johnson served throughout the war in a combat position until November 1864, when he was put in command of the Confederate prison camp at Salisbury, North Carolina.

3 Major Harry Gilmor commanded the 2nd Maryland Cavalry Battalion.

1 Brigadier General John D. Imboden commanded a cavalry brigade in the Confederate Army.

(7:25–27, PW, Poore I:396, 422, II:97, Pitman 148, 222, 239)

F-07

Letterhead: War Department, Office of the Provost Marshal General for the state of Maryland, Baltimore, May 9th 1865

Hon. John A. Bingham,

Sir,

I send you certified copy of Barnum’s Hotel register, giving the times Booth stayed at the hotel, and departed and direction taken since last February.1 I would also refer you to the statements of Messrs Randall  Horner2 of my force who arrested Arnold, at Fortress Monroe on the 17th of April last, for facts referring to the letter written by him and mailed at Hookstown, Baltimore County Md. Sam’s letter extracts of which was brought to his notice at Fortress Monroe when he was arrested. The letter having been published by a Washington  Baltimore papers; Arnold’s Father was well as himself stated that the lad left Baltimore on Saturday April 1st for the Fortress. The evidence of Mr. Williams, fixes Booth at Barnum’s ult. 25th of March, on a Saturday afternoon. Booth gave him two letters to carry, one to a house on Fayette Street, and the other to 57 Exeter St. Those houses upon examination and the recollections ^of Williams^ turned out to be the residence of the parents of Arnold  O’Laughlin.3 Williams del. Arnold letter at the house  O’Laughlin at the Holiday St. Theater as there are no performances in the afternoons, except on Saturdays, and holidays and Saturday coming on the 25th, the day Booth gave the letters arrived, and departed from Barnum’s, it is fair to infer that the letter not reaching Arnold, he could not see Booth and he wrote the letter dated March 27th 1865 and mailed it at Hookstown Baltimore County Md. Without the direct proof contained in Arnold’s statement, I believe what I send you to be very strong.

Messrs Randall  Horner statement further gives abt his residence in Baltimore county that his father had a place a short distance in the country, where Sam spent some of his time.4 There is no doubt abt his being there abt the time the letter was mailed, if the evidence of Horner  Randall insufficient, I can get more as to evidence.

Respectfully,

Your etc

G. McPhail

Pro Gen

State of Maryland



1 Booth routinely stayed at Barnum’s City Hotel whenever he was in Baltimore.

2 Voltaire Randall and Eaton Horner.

3 O’Laughlen’s mother lived across from the home of Junius Brutus Booth on Exeter Street. Booth and O’Laughlen were boyhood chums.

4 Arnold’s father owned a small home in the northwestern section of Baltimore known as Hookstown. John Ford owned the Holliday Street Theatre.

(7:55–56, PW, Poore I:396, 422, II:97, Pitman 148, 222, 239)

F-13

Letter to Christie from McPhail, June 12, 1865

Letterhead: War Department, Office of the Provost Marshal General, for the State of Maryland, Baltimore June 12th 1865

G. L. Christie Esq.

Sir, I enclose you the papers of S. T. and Chas H. Morgan, Calvin and H. D. Shriver, and Alfred Arnold with time of attendance marked upon the back of each. I have been requested to obtain for L. P. D. Newman1 his certificate. He appeared for the government, and was brought from the vicinity of Hookstown, Balt. Co. Md. and was two days before the commission. Please fix them up and return as quick as possible. I am compelled to be on the Eastern Shore of Md. and will not be able to call for them.

Respectfully

Yours etc.

J. L. McPhail

PMGSMd.



1 Littleton P. D. Newman testified to Samuel Arnold receiving a letter, ostensibly from Booth, and remarking to Newman that “something big would take place” (PW, Poore I:423, Pitman 239).

(2:986–87, PW, Poore I:396, 422, II:97, Pitman 148, 222, 239)

“Mc” 302 (JAO) 1865

W. McPhail

Previous to going to Fortress Monroe we had searched O’Laughlin’s House, 57 N. Exeter St. for Mike O’Laughlin

Yours,

W. McPhail

Mr. E. J. Horner was with Randall.

(3:151–52, PW, Poore I:396, 422, II:97, Pitman 148, 222, 239)

“Mc” 414 (JAO) 1865

McPhail, J. L.

Washington May 31st 1865

Col. H. L. Burnett

Judge Advocate

Sir,

I desire to call your attention to the case of John Rendall, arrested by order of the War Dept., at Klapper Mills, Montgomery County, Md.,2 and now held at Old Capital as he had not been put on the stand for the government. I can see no impropriety in discharging him, which if consistent with orders I respectfully request may be done early as his family are much in need of him.

Yours, etc.

J. L. McPhail

PM Gen.

State of Maryland



2 McPhail refers to Robert Kinder, the manager of Clopper’s Mill where Atzerodt spent Saturday night, April 15, before continuing his escape on Easter Sunday to his cousin’s house near Germantown, Maryland.
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F-13

Letter to Christie from McPhail, June 12, 1865

Letterhead: War Department, Office of the Provost Marshal General, for the State of Maryland, Baltimore June 12th 1865

G. L. Christie Esq.

Sir, I enclose you the papers of L. Y. and Chas H. Morgan, Calvin and H. D. Shriver, and Alfred Arnold with time of attendance marked upon the back of each. I have been requested to obtain for L. P. D. Newman his certificate. He appeared for the government, and was brought from the vicinity of Hookstown, Balt. Co. Md. and was two days before the commission. Please fix them and return as quick as possible. I am compelled to be on the Eastern Shore of Md. and will not be able to call for them.

Respectfully

Yours etc.

J. L. McPhail

PMGSMd


	A. J. MCREYNOLDS	(3:95–97)


“Mc” 392 (JAO) 1865

A. J. McReynolds No. 249 F Street

Washington City, DC May 19, 1865

Hon. E. M. Stanton

Secretary of War

Sir,

I have the honor to submit for your consideration the case of Mr. J. D. Reamer of Hagerstown, Md., who is now a prisoner in the “old capitol prison” charged, as I am informed, on the information of one George Young with having stated in a conversation in his store in Hagerstown Md., with one Gabriel in the month of February last, that he had offered a thousand dollars to secure the assassination of the President; Mr. Gabriel is also in the old capitol prison, detained as a witness in the case. I have been retained by the accused as his counsel, and in that character beg to submit as my opinion that a preliminary examination of the case would result in his immediate discharge without trial. He has now been several weeks in prison, his business broken up, his health much impaired, and more affective than all else, the death of his eldest son daily looked for as will appear by the letter which I take the liberty of enclosing herewith. I learn by inquiry that he is a respectable businessman and law abiding citizen; his statement, and one that would seem from all the circumstances to carry conviction on its face is that Mr. Gabriel entered his store and in a conversation, accused stated that he feared our troubles were not all over yet, that he had just read in a newspaper (an extract from a southern paper) that a proposition was made by some southern man to secure the assassination of the President and Cabinet for one million dollars, and he (the advertiser), had offered to contribute one thousand dollars toward that object; that this conversation was in an ordinary tone of voice and that a person named Young was sitting at the stove several feet distant, and doubtless, misconstruing his language, some two months after and subsequent to the terrible tragedy that resulted in the death of the lamented President, made the statement that he (the advertiser) had said that he (not the southerners) had offered $1,000 for the purpose indicated.

When the circumstances are considered; the fact that the accused has not been implicated with the rebellion; that he was an old established merchant doing a prosperous business; that he has the responsibilities of a large family; that the person with whom he was conversing (Gabriel) is known as a loyal citizen, a farmer in the vicinity; and too, that the fact that such an advertisement as the one spoken of was at the time extensively published throughout the north, it would seem that the charge against him is a palpable absurdity.

May I not then, as his counsel, be pardoned for asking for the accused such preliminary examination, when in my opinion it will establish the facts here stated, and thus secure his early release and restoration to his afflicted family.

I have the honor to be, Mr. Secretary,

Your Obt. St.

And T. M. Reynolds, counsel for the accused


	J. H. MCVICKER	(2:348–49)


“B” 101 (JAO) 1865

Envelope: postmark Chicago, Ill. Dec. 25, 64

Addressed to: J. Wilkes Booth, 28 East 19th St., New York Ford’s Theater, Washington DC forward if from home1

Letterhead: McVicker’s Theater, Madison Street, between State and Dearborn Sts.

Chicago, Dec. 25, 1864

Friend Booth,

What do you say to filling three weeks with me May 29th?

I have not yet filled your time in January and see no chance of doing so with an attraction equal to yourself. There are plenty of little fish but I don’t want them if I can help it. So as you can’t come then come at the above date.1 With a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year Yours truly

McVicker



1 Found among Booth’s papers in his room at the National Hotel in Washington. McVicker’s daughter, Mary, married Edwin Booth. McVicker owned and managed theaters in Chicago and New York.

1 Booth’s last paid performance was May 28, 1864, seven months prior to this letter.


	JAMES A. MEDLEY	(3:989–90)


“M” 657 (JAO) 1865

James A. Medley to John Z. Jenkins

No bearing on the assassination

Upper Marlboro, April 17th 1865

John Z. Jenkins Esq.

Sir, as you left my house not having settled your bill, you will oblige me by dropping a note to authorize the clerk of the court to issue your jurors certificate to me, as it is very important that all court bills be paid as I am in want of all the funds I can get to pay away. Please write immediately and send as requested.

Yours, etc.

Jas. A. Medley


	E. MELLACK	(3:263–64)


“W” 447 (JAO) 1865

Wellack, C

Navy Department

Bureau Provisions and Clothing

Washington DC June 2, 1865

My dear sir,

I have been an officer of the Navy who has been stationed at New Bern, NC for nearly two years and has just returned from thence. He informs me that nearly 3000 persons died of yellow fever at New Bern and Beaufort in the month of Sept. Oct,  Nov. of last year. That the origin of the disease was unaccountable, and that it had never visited those places before, as he believes. Should the evidence of these facts be admissible in the trial going on or should you think it advisable to prove them. The Medical records of the Army and Navy will probably give the necessary data.

The address of the officer referred to is Acting Assistant paymaster E. Mellack, U.S. Navy, Trenton, New Jersey.

Very respectfully and truly yours

H. Bridge

Brig. Gen. Holt


	CAPTAIN FREDERICK S. MEMMERT1	(5:184–86, PW, Poore
II:124, Pitman 58)


“M” R.B. (JAO) P58 1865

Baltimore Md.

Statement of Captain F. S. Memmert

Baltimore City, State of Maryland

The undersigned, Capt. F. Memmert, Co. H. 4 Rgt. M. V. Inf. Having been taken prisoner on the 15th of June 1863, by Ewell’s Corps, of the so-called C.A. was transported to Richmond by way of Staunton, and was imprisoned in the prison, called the Libby at Richmond, where he was confined till the first day of May 1864.

The treatment undergone by him and his brother officers was as follows:

First: by our arrival at the Libby all prisoners were searched, their moneys taken away from them, and a receipt given therefore by Major Turner, but I managed to keep my funds concealed under my shoulder straps.

Secondly, the rations, distributed once a day in the morning abt. 8 o’clock consisted of half a loaf of wheat bread, four ounces of fresh beef, two tablespoons full of rice. This amount of rations issued kept on for about four months, afterwards the rations consisted of ten ounces of corn bread and three sweet potatoes, but beef or meat only once a while, in such quantity that the officers held a meeting to request the commissioners of the so-called Confederacy, Col. Ould, to have this state of things changed, so that we could live.

The answer from Commissioner Ould and the Sec’y of War, Seddon, was insulting and so much so, that he stated, it is good enough for Yankees to live by, and that their prisoners, at Johnston Island, Fort Delaware, etc. did not share any better; however we give in another petition that we should be allowed to furnish our own rations, by means of our money, what they kept in their hands, or buy boxes, with support from home, the reply was also insulting with the remark that they would see.

Fourthly, Our Commissioner of Exchange, having made arrangements with the so called Commissioner in regard to furnishing prisoners with provisions  clothing, we received our boxes regularly for about a month but then we only received it with delay, when half or 4/10th of it was spoiled, lost or stolen with the knowledge of the Commander of Prisons, Major Turner, Latouche, and Dick Turner.

Fifthly the treatment of our officers, while confined was horrible and barbarous; your orator seen Col. Straight and Capt. Reed of the same command put in close confinement and handcuffed for trying to escape without water, to wash or to drink for three weeks; to drink only in such a small quantity that it is incredible how they survived, both named officers when relieved from the confinement, had the rheumatism in such a way that Capt. Reed was unable to walk.

Sixthly: the wounded after the battle of Chickamauga were transported into the hospitals, ¼ of a mile from the Depot, on dray’s, a rope tied round, that they could not fall off. When at the same time, there were twenty ambulances standing idle not a 1000 yards off from the Libby, which we could see from there.

Lastly, the undersigned and all his brother officers feels convinced that this treatment was carried on in a systematic way, so as to insure the death and injury to the prisoners, in such a degree that they (the prisoners) never would and could recover from such a cruel treatment, and that no historian ever will find words, to express the misery and suffering borne by these men, when their captors knew and how they were treated.

F. S. Memmert

Late Capt. Co. H. 5 Regt.



1 Holt solicited testimony on the maltreatment of Union prisoners to support his case against the Confederate leaders.


	J. B. MERRITT	(7:119–21)


F-28

Letters in relation to testimony of J. B. Merritt

Unofficial

Department of State

Washington 27th June 1865

To the Honorable

Joseph Holt

Judge Advocate General

Dear Sir,

I enclose for your information a copy of a private note to me of yesterday from Sir F. W. A. Bruce and of the papers to which it refers, relative to the testimony of James B. Merritt before the Court Martial of the trial of the assassins.

Very Truly yours

W. Hunter

(7:122)

F-28

British Legation, Washington

Private

My Dear Sir,

On reading Merritt’s evidence I brought to Lord Moncks’s knowledge his statement that he had gone before Mr. Davidson in Canada to give information as to the plot, to assassinate the late President.

I enclose you the result of the examination ordered by Lord Monck, with a view to your making such use of it as in the interests of justice you may think right.

Yours faithfully

Frederick W. A. Bruce

Honorable W. Hunter

(7:123)
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Galt

17 June 1865

Thos Miller Esq.

Co. Attorney

Berlin

Dear Sir,

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your favor of the 16th inst. Enclosing a letter from the Solicitor General inquiring as to the truth of certain statements sworn to by one James B. Merritt at the conspiracy trials at Washington, who there said that in April last, he went before a Mr. Davidson, a J. P. at Galt, and gave information of the conspiracy to kill President Lincoln. It is needless for me to say more than that the whole story is a miserable fabrication containing not one particle of truth.

I know nothing about the man personally but from inquiry I find that his character stands very low in the neighborhood in which he lives.

I am etc.

J. Davidson

I return the Soliciter General letter herewith.

(7:124–25)
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County Attorney’s Office,

Berlin, June 19, 1865

Sir,

In answer to your communication of the 13th inst. As to the truth of the statements made by James B. Merritt, a medical practitioner residing at Ayr, on the conspiracy trial at Washington to the effect that “that he, Merritt, on the 10th April prior to the assassination of the late President, went before a Mr. ^Davidson^, J. P. at Galt to give information of the Conspiracy. That the justice refused to act; that he then went before the Judge of Assize, who told him to go before the grand jury”.

I have the honor to report that on the receipt of your letter, I forwarded it with a communication from myself to Mr. Davidson and requested him to write me on the subject. I now enclose Mr. Davidson’s letter for your information, simply adding that Mr. Davidson is a gentleman of first rate standing, whose character is above reproach and whose statement in his letter is as undoubtedly true as if it were sworn to. As to Merritt having gone before the Judge of Assize (M. ^Justice^ Haggerty) I believe the statement to be utterly false. I acted as crown Prosecutor at the spring Assizes for this county, and should most certainly have heard of it; had such information as the intended assassination of the late President been given to the Judge. I can say positively that Merritt did not go before the Grand Jury.

I may say, further, that there is no person of the name of Davidson on the Commission of the Peace for this County, except the writer of the enclosed letter.

On inquiry I find Merritt has left Ayr for parts unknown.

I have etc

Thos. Miller

Co. Attorney

C. Waterloo

The Solicitor General

(7:126–29)

F-29

Letter to Holt from Jasper, May 29, 1865

Endorsement: Bureau of Military Justice, May 30th 1865, Respectfully submitted for the consideration of the Secretary of War; If the McCollouch referred to is the Professor of that name mentioned in the letter of Allston, he certainly should not be allowed to escape. J. Holt. Judge Adv. Gen. Professor R. S. McCullough Hudson, May 29, 65

Judge Holt,

Dear Sir,

Among the seven white men captured in that small boat near Cape Sable on the Florida coast, I observe the name of Richard S. McCulloch. This is no doubt the inventor of the phosphone firebrand which was used to set fire to the houses in New York  which was to be used for the destruction of Northern shipping.

He is an ex-professor of Columbia College in New York City  has intended much harm though he may not have accomplished much. You can make what use you please of this information.

Jasper

(7:130–31)

F-30

Letter to Holt from Lieber, April 26, 1866

Letterhead: War Department, Bureau of Rebel Archives, Washington DC, April 26, 1866

General,

In accordance with endorsement from this office of Nov. 1, 1865, on a communication from Maj. Ed. E. Bryant, Judge Advocate, relative to steamboat burning, which was referred by you to the Chief of the Archive Office for such information as he could furnish. I have the honor to transmit the accompanying copies of papers, which has recently come to light.

Very respectfully

Your obedient servant

G. Norman Lieber

Bvt Lt. Col.

In abs. Of Chief, A.O.

Maj. Gen. J. Holt

Judge Advocate General

(7:132–35)

F-31

Letter to the Judge Advocate Gen from Merritt and Wilson, June 1866 Envelope addressed Gen. Joseph Holt, Judge Advocate Gen. USA, Washington DC, Postmark Indianapolis, Ind. June 2 Indianapolis, Ind. June 2nd, 1866

Gen.

Your favor of the 30th ult acknowledging the receipt of the slips came to hand this morning. Enclosed I send to you a slip cut from this evening paper in which you see that the character of the witnesses on whom the Government has relied has been impeached. I would like to know if the copperhead element of the Judiciary has endeavored to impeach my character or not and if there has been an attempt to do so, I should like the privilege of refuting any imputation cast upon my character.1 I can furnish some of the best men in Indiana, New York, Kentucky  Tennessee who have been acquainted with me for twenty years. However I do not think that any attempt has been made to do injure me, yet there may be. Will you please inform me and greatly oblige.

Your Most Obedient  humble servant,

J. B. Merritt

Gen. Joseph Holt, USA

Judge Advocate Gen.

Washington DC.

PS. I trust you will pardon me for troubling you with this matter. JBM



1 Prosecution witness whose testimony implicated Jefferson Davis and his cohorts in Lincoln’s assassination (PW, Poore III:95, Pitman 35, 37). Much of his testimony was discredited as perjury.



	JOSEPH S. METTEE	(5:338–41)


“M” R.B. (JAO) 1865

Statement of Jos. S. Mettee, formerly Lieut. 5th Md. Vol. Infantry

To whom it may concern,

I was in the military service of the United States from Sept. 12, 1861 to March 12th 1865. Was taken prisoner at Winchester, Va. June 15th 1863 and remained a prisoner until March 1st 1865. I have been in most of the Rebel prisons for officers (the officers were confined by themselves) in the south; vis; Libby Prison, Richmond, Va., Danville Va., Macon Ga., Charleston S.C., and Columbia S.C. The treatment of Federal Prisoners of War has been uniformly the same in all the prisons I was an inmate of. I do not believe the ration issued us at any time was sufficient to sustain life for any length of time. At Libby we received a loaf of cornbread of the coarsest description, about half a gill of rice, about four ounces of meat and a spoonful of salt per day, and for about 40 days before we were sent to Macon, Ga., we had no meat issued to us. In Libby we were not allowed to look out the windows and I know of some officers having been shot at for standing at the window. At Columbia, S. C., the prison authorities did not but once issue us any meat, but would allow the sutler to bring wagonloads of it in the camp and sell it to us. They, the rebels, said they could not get meat for us, but the sutler always had plenty to sell. Our ration at that time was about a pint of cornmeal a day and a pint of sorghum for five days, a little salt & rice. Have heard my companions say when complaints were made of our treatment, to the rebels, that they would say it is good enough for you dam’d Yankees. May have heard them say so myself, but can’t say positive. Have heard our guards say frequently that our treatment was too good and we ought to be all hung. You have come down here to rob us of our lands & Negroes, and you’ll get six feet by two. Altogether our treatment was not such as ought to be expected from a people pretending to be Christians. Very Respectfully Your Obedient Servt.

Jos. S. Mettee

Formerly Lt. 5th Md. Vol. Inf.

Baltimore Md. May 29th 1865


	LUCINDA METZ	(3:578–80)


“M” 545 (JAO) 1865

Metz, Lucinda A.

April 24th, 1865

Lucinda A. Metz, living at corner High Street and West, Georgetown, says:

I know a man called Atwood, but whom I have since learned is named Atzerodt. He came to my house on Saturday morning somewhere between 7 and 8 o’clock, I think, and said he was going to Cunningham’s tavern to take the stage.1 I asked him who murdered the President, and he said that he heard that a man named Booth did; and then said that it was about a quarter of an hour between the murders of the President & Mr. Seward. He looked guilty and talked in such a way that I thought he knew more about it than he pretended.

Lucinda X A. Metz



1 Early Saturday morning, April 15, Atzerodt walked from Washington to Georgetown, where he had breakfast at the home of an old acquaintance from Germantown, Lucinda Metz. Leaving Metz’s house, Atzerodt boarded the stage for Rockville.


	HENRY MICHAEL	(3:890–92)


“M” 638 (JAO) 1865


Henry Michael

Depositions taken April 25th 1865

Michael Henry, barkeeper at the Kirkwood House states:

That Wm. Graham, a clerk at Gen. Hancock’s headquarters (or so representing himself) did on the evening of the 24th of April, in his, (Henry’s) presence inquire for the President of the United States was still stopping at the Kirkwood House. Witness said he did not know but supposed he was not for the guard had been withdrawn. Graham persisted in making particular inquiries upon this subject, and finally said he was certain he was there, and that he Graham, would take a room. Graham took one drink at the bar, and then left. He did not appear drunk.


	EDWIN MIDDLETON	(5:202–7)


“M” R.B. (JAO) P60 1865

May 12th 1865


Statement of Edwin Middleton

Office of Pro. Mar. D. C.

I reside in Port Tobacco; moved there in 1848 and have lived there ever since.2 Will be 21 years old next July. Think I was at home on the 14th day of March last. I know Atzerodt and last saw him, I think, about two weeks before he left the village which was two or three weeks before the assassination of the President. Don’t know with whom I generally saw him in company there. He went with Mrs. Wheeler who was widow who lived there.3 Atzerodt suspected me of having something to do with her. There are other people about that country of the name of Wheeler. Formerly knew a sheriff there of that name. Atzerodt never made any threats towards me. He has never spoken to me since he saw me on the bed with Mrs. Wheeler, which was about two months before he left the village. The general impression there was that he had gone to Washington. I have never seen Booth nor any of his pictures. Saw Herold at Port Tobacco twice and think he visited Padgett’s. Don’t know whether they are relatives of his or not. I saw him there sometime last winter. Did not see him a short time before the assassination. Saw him once or twice since January. Was never introduced to him. Only had a passing acquaintance with him. I am acquainted with Dr. Samuel Mudd. He has never visited me professionally and I have never been at his house.

Question: When the news of the assassination of the President reached Pt. Tobacco and the names of those implicated therein were mentioned did you hear anyone speak of knowing them to be engaged in it?

Answer: I did not.

Atzerodt is regarded as a coward by the people in the village. Don’t know Surratt. Have not seen him lately at Port Tobacco. Never saw him and Herold and Atzerodt together. Have not seen Surratt since about 1860. His general character was good and he was thought to be a student of divinity. Don’t know the general sentiment regarding his loyalty. Very few in that vicinity know him. Atzerodt was regarded as a Southern man. I never heard him express himself. I form my opinion from the fact of his having a brother in the rebel army. Never had any conversation because I had too contemptible an opinion of him. Have seen Mrs. Surratt once or twice. They kept a hotel. I used to go with father in 1855 or 6 in St. George County when we used to pass by Surratt’s hotel, but cannot say whether I ever went in the hotel or not. Never heard the subject of the assassination discussed there. Have known Messrs. Bailey and Crangle now in the guardhouse with me for five or six years. Their general character has been good and they are both acquainted with Atzerodt and I think they were on speaking terms with him. Mr. Bailey is a bookkeeper and Mr. Crangle is a tailor. Never heard any of them say anything derogatory about the President or any members of the Cabinet. I had a conversation with Mr. Crangle after we heard of the assassination and we both expressed regret of the deed. No one seemed to rejoice over it. Never heard any intimations of delight from anyone. Can’t say what my general impression is of the loyalty of Dr. Mudd. Think he stood high professionally, but never heard anyone express themselves as to his loyalty. Never heard Messrs. Atzerodt, Herold, Mudd, Bennett or those in the guardhouse express joy over Southern victories and never so expressed myself. The entire community at Pt. Tobacco on the receipt of news of reverses of the Union army seemed to feel regret and there was no demonstration of joy on the receipt of contrary news. No flags or anything of the kind displayed. At the time of the second inauguration of Mr. Lincoln, some there seemed to disapprove and some approved of the demonstration. Can’t call to mind who approved and who did not but from my opinion that some were slaveholders and some were not. Have no other reason. I was arrested prior to the capture of Booth and Herold. Never heard anyone in Port Tobacco say that if the assassins escaped they would help them. Never saw Booth there. When Herold came there he was generally alone. Don’t know of his visiting Mrs. Wheeler’s house. Don’t know when Atzerodt last visited Mrs. Wheeler. I heard her express herself before the assassination as being in love with Atzerodt. Visited her once after the assassination when it was known that Atzerodt was implicated in it. Stayed there about half an hour. I then told her that it was reported that Atzerodt had something to do with it, which she seemed to regret but did not express herself as being aware that such was the case. I was arrested on the 20th of April.



2 The small village of Port Tobacco is located at the mouth of the Port Tobacco River in southern Charles County, Maryland. It served as an egress and exit point for numerous Confederate activities and was home to conspirator George Atzerodt.

3 “Mrs. Wheeler” was Rose Wheeler, a thirty-five-year-old widow with four children. Atzerodt lived with Wheeler in Port Tobacco as her common-law husband.


	JOHN MILES (COLORED)1	(5:208–11, PW, Poore I:209, Pitman 81)


“M” R.B. (JAO) P60 1865

Statement of John Miles (colored)

John Miles says:

I reside in the first ward, corner of 18th and L. Street; I have been usually working at Mr. Ford’s Theater, all the time, up to the time the President was shot. In the day I was helping the painters to paint, and in the night I had to draw the curtains. I saw Mr. Booth when he brought the horse out of the stable and came up to the back door of the theater. It was between 9 and 10 o’clock as near as I can guess at it. I think it was about the middle piece they were playing when he came up and called Ned Spangler. I was up in the flies, second story, when he called him. He called him three times. He called him Ned. I did not hear anything that passed between them, after that I seen Ned when he started to go to him (Booth), but what he said to Ned and what passed between them I don’t know. I saw the horse there and the boy laying out on a bench holding the horse. His name was John Peanuts. He was a dark looking horse, but appeared to be a very small horse. I think he was a dark bay horse. I saw the President when he came in. I cannot tell how long he had been in, I don’t think it was more than an hour and a half. There was another gentleman with him and two ladies. I did not see Booth when he came into the Presidents box. I heard the pistol shot and ^saw^ the man who was standing by Booth up above. I did not see Booth after he got on his horse to go away. I heard the horse go out of the stable alley, but by the time I got to the window the horse was gone. I don’t know whether he went out at the right or the left. I saw there were three fellows that went in and changed the partition; one of them was Ned, the other was Jake2 and the third one was John Peanut. That was about half past three. Booths horse was in the stable when I saw him go into the theater. They all came up together, Jim,3 Ned Spangler and Booth and came through the theater. I don’t know whether they went into the box or not. I have not seen Booth anymore since. Booth, Ned and Maddox were pretty well acquainted, had been for a good while. I often heard them talking, but don’t know what they said. Mr. Jim Gifford is the head stage carpenter. He was with Booth mostly. Jim Maddox and Mr. Booth were together frequently.



1 Miles was a prosecution witness testifying that Booth called for Spangler to hold his horse while Booth went into the theater.

2 Jake Ritterspaugh, a carpenter and sceneshifter at Ford’s Theatre.

3 James Maddox, property manager for John Ford.


	JOHN MILES (COLORED)	(5:248–49, PW, Poore I:209, Pitman 81)


“M” R.B. (JAO) P61 1865

Washington April 15, 1865

Examination of John Miles (colored)

Examination before Justice Olin one of the Justices of the Supreme Court Dist.

Col. April fifteenth 1865

My name is John Miles (colored). I work at Mr. Ford’s theater with the painter1 in the daytime and at night I raise the borders and the curtain. I was at the theater last night. I know J. Wilkes Booth and have known him by sight for the last six months. I saw him coming up the back alley from the direction of a stable in which he kept his horse, leading a dark bay horse ^about between 10 and 11 o’clock^ last night. He came to the back door and opened the door and called for Ned Spangler three times. About ten minutes after I heard Booth call for Ned Spangler I saw someone sitting on the carpenters bench back of the theater holding the horse. I heard the report of the pistol and. Booth had on a low black hat. I identify the hat shown me by the clerk of the Metropolitan Police as the hat of J. Wilkes Booth.


his


John X Miles


Mark


Witness

A. C. Richards2

Subscribed and sworn this 15th day

Of April 1865

Before me A. B. Olin



1 Scene painter James Lamb.

2 Almarin C. Richards was superintendent of the Washington Metropolitan Police.


	JOHN THOMAS MILES (COLORED)	(5:289–94, PW, Poore
I:209, Pitman 81)


“M” R.B. (JAO) P63 1865

John Thos. Miles

May 5, 1865

John Thomas Miles (colored) being first duly sworn, testified as follows:

Question: Where do you live and what is your business?

Answer: I live at Mr. Gautier’s restaurant. I am a waiter there.3

Question: What is the number of that place?

Answer: 252 Pennsylvania Avenue.

Question: How long have you been there?

Answer: About 8 or 9 months.

Question: Where did you reside before that?

Answer: At the National Hotel. I was a waiter there.

Question: Have you been a slave or a free man?

Answer: Free.

Question: Always free?

Answer: Yes, sir.

Question: Do you recollect at any time seeing at that restaurant John Wilkes Booth and any other parties?

Answer: I remember seeing Mr. Booth there, I think about 3 or 4 weeks before the assassination in company with six other gentlemen. They had a supper, which was of oysters, wine, and whiskey. Mr. Booth came there I guess about 11 o’clock or a little after and said that he had a room engaged there and he called for one of the waiters to go to the front door and watch for a hack that would come there with four gentlemen in it. He stayed there himself a while and said he would wait and see if the hack came before he got ready to go away; but he found the hack did not come and he left me at the door to wait there and direct the gentlemen to the room while he went down to the Metropolitan Hotel and informed another friend that he had made a mistake in directing this hack to call at the Metropolitan for him so that he would come up & meet the party while the other gentlemen would come in the hack.

Question: How do you know all that? Did he tell you?

Answer: He told me this. I waited at the door awhile. The gentlemen did not come. Business called me in the house. The next I heard of it was that Mr. Booth had come himself and carried the gentlemen up in the side room. They did not go at all into the public restaurant. He hurried me up to get the supper. I got him the supper. He told me to give him his check immediately. I gave him the check, received the money and went down and paid the check. I came upstairs. I came upstairs with the change, and he gave me a dollar for waiting on him and told me I might go to bed. They were talking about playing cards, and had cards actually in their hands.

I forgot to state that Booth told me that some friends would be there that had made a large amount of money in the oil business, and he expected to win about one half of it. He said he expected a man from Northwestern Virginia.

After a while they were eating oysters and talking about playing for shares, etc. but I did not see any money put up. I cleared off the table and left them talking about playing for shares etc., but I did not see any money put up. They stayed there. The watchman let them out, I believe. That is about all I know.

Question: Could you recognize any of those men excepting Booth?

Answer: I do not think I could.

Question: Did you ever see any of them before?

Answer: No sir.

Question: Can you describe any of them?

Answer: I didn’t notice them well enough for that.

Question: Do you think you would know any of their pictures if you were to see them?

Answer: I do not know.

Question: (Exhibiting several likeness) Do you recognize any of these?

Answer: Only that one (pointing out the likeness of Booth) I may have seen some of them on other occasions.

Question: Were they ever there at any other time previously or subsequently?

Answer: I saw Mr. Booth there with two other gentlemen. I could not recognize who the gentlemen were. He got his breakfast there then. It was a day or two before he played Romeo in the theater to Miss Jones’ Juliet. That is all I saw of him. It was the only time I ever saw him there before I saw him upstairs. Then he had breakfast in the big saloon.

Question: Did he say before coming there, that he wanted to be let in at the private door?

Answer: Not that I know of. I saw him there at the time I spoke of. He told me that these gentlemen would come, and when they did come to have somebody to show them the way upstairs, for me to do so myself.

Question: There were seven of them altogether?

Answer: Yes, sir.

Question: You did not know any of them?

Answer: No sir. There was a waiter with me, perhaps he might recognize some of them.



3 Gautier’s was located not far from Ford’s Theatre. Booth had reserved a private room on the second floor where he met with his team of conspirators on the night of March 15, 1865, to discuss plans to kidnap Lincoln.


	MRS. HARRIET A. MILLER	(3:803–6)


“M” 612 (JAO) 1865

Miller, Harriet A. Mrs.

Washington DC April 26, 1865

Mrs. Harriet A. Miller, stopping at the U.S. Hotel, a resident of Felchbury [?], Mass., says that last winter she was stopping at Beltsville, Md. with a Mrs. Brown, her husband’s sister.

They were strong secessionists where she was staying and she heard Mrs. Brown say that she wished Abraham Lincoln would be assassinated & hoped someone would have the courage to put poison in his coffee if they could. There was a gentleman by the name of Wilson there, a Kentuckian, from Paris, Bourbon Co. a government contractor for mules. He used to make remarks to this effect that he would like to have New York & Boston burned down, and that he would give 50,000 dollars to have them burned down. He used to be at Beltsville; could not tell where he stopped here. I could not tell his ^full^ name. Mrs. Brown was taken to Col. Baker’s office the other day; day before yesterday, about noon, as I came out of my room and went into the parlor, a ^man^ who was in there in his shirt sleeves glared at me fiercely so as to alarm me somewhat, and then went out. I saw on the mantelpiece a note addressed to Mrs. Miller and opened it. It contained these words: “Beware; do not betray me, and all will be well.” I gave the note to Col. Baker The note is in the hands of Col. Baker.1


Harriette Miller

Sworn and Subscribed to this 26th of April before me

H. S. Olcott

Col. & Spec. Com.



1 Colonel Lafayette C. Baker, head of the War Department’s National Detective Police, the forerunner of the Secret Service in the Treasury Department.


	THOMAS MILLER	(7:124–25)


F-28

County Attorney’s Office,

Berlin, June 19, 1865

Sir,

In answer to your communication of the 13th inst. As to the truth of the statements made by James B. Merritt, a medical practitioner residing at Ayr, on the conspiracy trial at Washington to the effect that “that he, Merritt, on the 10th April prior to the assassination of the late President, went before a Mr. Davidson, J. P. at Galt to give information of the Conspiracy. That the justice refused to act; that he then went before the Judge of Assize, who told him to go before the grand jury”.

I have the honor to report that on the receipt of your letter, I forwarded it with a communication from myself to Mr. Davidson and requested him to write me on the subject. I now enclose Mr. Davidson’s letter for your information, simply adding that Mr. Davidson is a gentleman of first rate standing, whose character is above reproach and whose statement in his letter is as undoubtedly true as if it were sworn to. As to Merritt having gone before the Judge of Assize (Justice M. Haggerty) I believe the statement to be utterly false.2 I acted as crown Prosecutor at the spring Assizes for this county, and should most certainly have heard of it; had such information as the intended assassination of the late President been given to the Judge. I can say positively that Merritt did not go before the Grand Jury.

I may say, further, that there is no person of the name of Davidson on the Commission of the Peace for this County, except the writer of the enclosed letter.

On inquiry I find Merritt has left Ayr for parts unknown.


I have etc

Thos. Miller

Co. Attorney

C. Waterloo


The Solicitor General



2 One of several attacks on Merritt’s veracity. Merritt was later shown to have perjured himself during his testimony before the military tribunal.


	WARWICK P. MILLER	(3:893–94)


“M” 639 (JAO) 1865

Warwick P. Miller

Warwick P. Miller, residing at Indian Head, Md. states that a man named Flaherty who lives on Indian Head Farm,1 near the Fishery, told him that his (Flaherty’s) wife was informed by a Mr. Garner, who lives on Matawoman Creek that on Saturday April 15th 1865, about 3 PM, he saw three men in a boat in the creek pulling with oars that had been apparently hewed out of wood in a hurry. Garner asked them about this news from Washington (the assassination of the President), and they replied that “it was all a damned lie!” He asked them where they came from, and they replied “a little way down the river” and wanted to know if he had any meat cooked. Garner said he had never seen the boat before nor the men.



1 On Saturday, April 15, at 3:00 P.M., Booth and Herold were resting at Samuel Mudd’s house. On the night of their first attempt to cross the Potomac River (Thursday, April 20), Booth and Herold were presumably thwarted by Union gunboats and returned to the Maryland shore at Nanjemoy Creek. They stayed at Indian Head Farm until Saturday night, April 22, when they successfully crossed the river to the Virginia shore.


	WILLIAM H. MILLER	(3:716–18)


“M” 587 (JAO) 1865

Miller, W. B.

Envelope: Address: Denton Miller, Clarksville, Howard Co. Md.

July 13/64

Dear Father, As I have a chance to let you know about my travels, I will tell you of them. We crost the river on Friday morning about daybreak. We only seen two Yankees and thay run. we have bin to Middleburg & Upperville on Munday we passed thru Leesburg and recrost the river under Mosby’s command and marched to Poolsville and encamped the next morning & went to muddy branch where there was a Yankee camp we burned tents, blockhouses and about two thousand bushels of oats. we marched then down near the first tolegate ^at Washington^ and stoped untill ^twelve o’clock^ at night when orders came to retreat. I am know above Rockville. This raid is ony to draw Grant from Richmond. we are all well. Goodbye to you then all. Give my love all friends.

Wm. H. Miller


we must march


	ROBERT MILLIGAN	(2:1103–4)


“M” 335 (JAO) 1865


Robert Milligan

Chester Co. Pa.

Oxford May 22nd 1865

Honorable E. M. Stanton

Dear Sir,

There is two suspicious men here. There was three but one went away some days ago. One of these Alexander May, the other by Lewis Williams. One is from St. Mary’s County Md., the other from Washington. Do not telegraph, either write or send a detective to me in haste. Yours respectfully, Robert Milligan

Oxford, Chester Co. Pa.

PS May says he has worked in the commissary Department for three years. His mother lives and owns a house in Washington. Stout built, wears a heavy mustache and tells many different stories. They were in Washington about the time of the assassination.


	WILLIAM MILLWARD	(3:732–33)


“B” 593 (JAO) 1865

Wm. Milward

Letterhead: War Department, Washington City, April 25, 1865

Wm. Milward

U.S. Marshal

Have you the letter written by Junius Brutus Booth1 and ^J. Wilkes Booth^ if so send me immediately.



1 The letter was originally misfiled under O. H. Browning. See Junius Brutus Booth Jr. (3:1084–87).


	MINOR MAJOR	(7:172–74)


F-40

Letter to Seddon from Clark, Mar 10, 1864 and enclosures

Endorsement: Lt. Gen. L. Polk, M(WD) 172, Demopolis, Ala. Feb. 27th 1864. Introduced Mr. Minor Major, who has been engaged in destroying the property of the enemy and belongs to an extensive organization for that purpose. He is a native of Missouri, Sec. O Navy, JD

Demopolis, Feb. 27th 1864

His Ex.Prest. Davis,


Richmond

This will be handed you by Mr. Minor Major, a citizen of Missouri, who comes to me properly authenticated. He has been employed in the work of destroying the property of the enemy on the rivers, and is a member of an organization of a formidable character, extending through the north, of which I have known for some time past and of which you have heard. He goes to Richmond on matters connected with his work and I think you will be interested in hearing from him of the associations with which he is connected. Properly used, these associations could be of great value to our cause.

Respectfully your obt. Svt.

L. Polk, Lt. Gen.

A true copy, G. Norman Lieber, Bvt Lt. Col.


	THOMAS MIRACLE	(3:719–21)


“M” 588 (JAO) 1865

Stafford O. June 13th 1865

The Hon. E. Stanton

Secretary of War,

Dear sir, I have thought proper to give you some information that we think strange of here. It is this; on the first of April, a man by the name of Thomas Miracle wrote on the head of a flour barrel these words “April 13th 1865, Lincoln will be damned and go to hell.”

Peter Armstrong the miller at the mill where it was done saw him write the above at least 10 days before the death of the President. This man Miracle is and has been a “copperhead”. There are many of the same kind in this county, the information you may rely on. Do as your honor think best.


Your obedient


Lewis Shipley

Postmaster, Stafford, Monroe Co.


Ohio


	MISCELLANEOUS (ACCOUNTS AND STATEMENTS)	(7:541–49)


F-99

Misc. accounts and Statements 1855–59 and 1863–65

Page 1864–1865 format used by Booth in calendar book Weekly dates covering

Sept, Oct, Nov. 1864 opposite page Feb. 20, 27 18651


	Filled Entries	Oct.31—Can
Nov 7—Can
Nov 14—"
Nov 21—Lo
1865
Feb 20—Lous(?)
Feb 27—do
No date         Wash(?)




1 The dates and places do not comport with known dates and places for Booth. On November 7, 1864, Booth was in Baltimore; on November 14 he was in Washington having recently returned from his first visit to Charles County and Dr. Mudd; on November 21 he was in Philadelphia; on February 20 he was in New York at his brother Edwin’s house; and on February 27 he was in Washington.


	MISCELLANEOUS	(7:676–77)


F-124

Note: Re: MM2251

M.M. 2251

In re.

H. B. St. Marie witness against J. H. Surratt

Withdrawn for circuit ct. No. 1, June 4, 86 DC Simonton


	MISCELLANEOUS	(7:678–79)


F-125


Miscellany

Letter torn in pieces and partially put back together

My dear F.


It does


Were that I


Of a strong por


Temper repo

The point is the permits—

We must get the permits—

I can have them endorsed by the Secretary of War


Yrs truly


W

April 12, 1865


Is there any way


Get hold of permi


	MISCELLANEOUS	(7:680–81)


F-126


Envelope


Various writing some illegible

E. H. Rickards Esq

29 Lincoln’s Inn


fields


London

Hon. F. Lawley

29 Berkeley Square


London


Under code to

Gen. James W. Singleton

Washington City DC (Possible original addressee)


Julia L

342 11 ST

217, 4 ½


Port Deposit


Cecil County

2–10+11–409


	MISCELLANEOUS	(7:682–84)


F-126

Pins, Paper and Pieces of Wood whose?

(picture of items only)


	MISCELLANEOUS	(7:685–86)


F-127


Card frame for picture


Not shown


	MISCELLANEOUS	(7:687–91)


F-128


Fragments

Fragment 1

Of Dick Shell, No. 50, Wall Street, New York

Fragment 2


Surratt Surratt

My friend I love thee well


My friend friend


Washington

Fragment 3

John W. Wise

Fragment 4

E. F. Sherman

No. 46 Market Space


Washington City DC

Fragment 4 back

H. Mitchel 100

Muckett 80


Rest unreadable

Fragment 5


Confidential

These papers are deemed important in connection with rebel conspiracy in Canada & Richmond * should be carefully compared with other papers on this subject.

N. ___ matins


Papers of Rich


	CHARLES E. MIX	(3:724–26)


“M” 590 (JAO) 1865

Mix, Charles E.

Letterhead: Post Office Department, Washington April 22nd 1865

Sir,

The enclosed letter, has been sent to the dead letter office, because the postage was not prepaid.

Respectfully yours,

A. N. Zevely

Third Asst. P.M. Gen.

“M” 590 (JAO) 1865


Department of the Interior


Office Indian Affairs

April 28th 1865

Major General Christopher C. Augur


Head Quarters Department of Washington

Sir,

The bearer, Mr. William H. Faulkner is a watchman for this department and a worthy, loyal, reliable gentleman. He desires to see you upon a subject of business which he will communicate if your engagements will permit an interview.

Very respectfully,

Your obt. Servt.

Charles E. Mix


Acting Commissioner


	FRANK MONROE1	(2:45–47, DW, Atzerodt,
Poore II:514, Pitman 150)


“M” 26 (JAO) 1865


Evidence

Affidavit of Frank Monroe, U. S. Marines in charge of prisoners on board U. S. S. “Saugus”

As well as I can recollect. Last night one of my sentries on post over Atzerodt and Richter informed me that the former desired to see me. Atzerodt told me he had sent for me for the purpose of letting me know that he was innocent of any crime and also that he was instrumental in saving the life of the Vice President.2 Further that he was visited, about three weeks since by a man named John Surratt at Port Tobacco Md. Surratt informed him that Booth was to open a theater in Richmond, and also that they (Booth & Surratt) had a vessel to run the blockade and in both enterprises he was wanted. Atzerodt came to Washington with Surratt and was told by Booth that he must assassinate Mr. Johnson. This he refused to do and Booth threatened to blow his brains out unless he complied. He still refused, and returned to Port Tobacco. A second time Surratt came for him and he came again to Washington and took a room at Kirkwood’s. He was again asked to murder Mr. Johnson, and again refused. The day on which the President was killed, a man named David Herold (or Harrol) brought to Atzerodt’s room a knife and revolver and then left the Hotel. Atzerodt becoming frightened locked his door and walked down the street. He knew that the President’s assassination was spoken of, but did not believe it would be carried into effect. When he heard the deed had been accomplished, he took a room at the Kimmel House and the next morning went to Montgomery County to the house of his cousin (Richter) at which place he was arrested.


Frank Monroe

Capt. US Marines

In charge of prisoners on board U. S. S. “Saugus”

Sworn to before me and subscribed in my presence this 23rd day or April, 1865

H. L. Burnett



1 William E. Doster, defense attorney for George Atzerodt, attempted to use Monroe to introduce Atzerodt’s statement given to Monroe into the trial record. The court disallowed Monroe’s testimony because it was against the current law to have a defendant testify in any manner, even through another witness.

2 In Atzerodt’s own mind he had saved Vice President Andrew Johnson’s life by not carrying out his assignment to kill him. Because of this Atzerodt thought he would be freed.


	SEATON MONROE	(4:356–59)


“M” R.B. (JAO) P20 1865

Washington Apl 28, 1865

Examination of Seaton Monroe, on board the monitor “Montauk”

Examination of Seaton Monroe, taken by Brigadier General Joseph Holt, Judge Advocate General, United States Army, on board the monitor “Montauk”

Washington DC April 27th 1865

Question: What is your name and what your occupation?

Answer: My name is Seaton Monroe and I am an attorney-at-law in Washington.

Question: Will you state whether you know J. Wilkes Booth, how long you have known him and how intimately?

Answer: I have known him by sight for two or three years. About two months ago I met him one evening at a “hop” at the National Hotel, in this city; was introduced to him and conversed with him a short time. I never have been intimate with him, nor known him more than that. I am very familiar with his face and distinctly recognize it.

Question: Have you examined carefully the dead body claimed to be that of J. Wilkes Booth and now on board of this vessel?

Answer: Only by close inspection of the features: several times this morning.

Question: What is your opinion as to its being the dead body of J. Wilkes Booth?

Answer: I am confident that it is the dead body of J. Wilkes Booth.

Question: Are there any special marks, which enable you to recognize it?

Answer: I recognize it only from its general appearance, in which I do not think I can be mistaken.


Seaton Monroe

Sworn and subscribed at Washington DC this 28th April 1865 before me, and I certify that the within statement was read by Seaton Monroe in my presence before signing.

____ [C. Thomas?]


	GEORGE MOORE	(2:288–89)


“M” 100 (JAO) 1865


George Moore

April 20th 1865

E. M. Stanton, Sec.

Sir, thinking I can cast some light on the horrid affair transacted at the Capitol. I am a Democrat, but true to the Union.

H. H. Dodd of Indiana, about one week before he was arrested, was in Winona Minnesota for no good purpose. A few weeks afterwards a man whose name I have forgot was in Winona also. He was from near Washington. Well, he rendezvoused at Baltimore & Washington.

I heard him make an expression once, “Hell the best way to end the war is to kill the whole damned lot.” The discussion as I took it (I came in at the time) was on the ability of the Sons of Liberty to destroy the government in the northern states. This man was not waiting for anything like that for to be tried. He was for killing the lot i.e. the President & cabinet.

He said in Washington he stopped at the Kirkwood House. In Baltimore I forget were he told me he stopped. He was a large powerful active man. He was well armed.

I would know him if I saw him again.

I suppose I could go in such a way as to get in to their ring. I am acquainted with Dr. Massey, of Dodd fame. I think I could help get out the nest in and around Washington. If you think I can I am at your service.

I could tell you a good deal more as I understood it.

The only way I could help any would be to go as a copperhead. Identify this man and join them in their vile deed and get them arrested. I have over 50 acres of ground to plow and plant, but if I can do any good send for me, I am at your orders.

Yours Truly,


George Moore


Minnesota City

Winona Co. Minnesota


	HENRY D. MOORE	(3:1163–68)


“M” 708 (JAO) 1865

Moore, Henry D.

Portland: June 14, 1865

Dear John,

I received today your enclosure of the bulletin of the War Department with the card photograph of John H. Surratt. I recognized the picture at once, as the picture of the man of whom I wrote to you. It is not a very good likeness of him, but easily identified. The description of him as given in the proclamation is better & I should have recognized him by that alone. That & the picture together are conclusive. I saw him three times, & conversed with him each time; once on the Tuesday evening following the assassination; again on the Friday following that & last on the Monday after. He was here a week. When I last saw him on Monday, he said to me that he was to leave for Montreal that day; this was about two hours before the leaving of the train. He was then in company with the illest looking Canadian I ever saw.

Any testimony I might give in the case, would only go to establish the fact that he was here, & escaped from public justice to Canada.1

And if the ends of public justice would be subserved in any way by such testimony as I can give, I shall be happy to give it.

I thank you for sending the picture & it shall be a lasting regret that I did not take Sarah’s advice & have him arrested. He told me different stories of himself, but I told her that I thought him a little crazy. He first told me he was a preacher from Ohio on his way to Bangor; in the second interview he told me he was the best accountant in Europe or America; that if he could get a day or two of work in some account books, he could get money enough to get away. He acted strangely & I now can see that his behavior was that of a man who feared somebody was after him.

You may make such use of this as you may think best.

Let me hear from you again. We are all well.

A letter from Ella today tells me that Uncle William died last Thursday & was buried last Monday.

All send love to you and yours,

Yrs. Truly

Henry D. Moore



1 On April 18, the Tuesday following the assassination, John Surratt was safely hiding in Canada at the home of Confederate agent John Porterfield. Surratt was moved from Porterfield’s house to the rectory of Father Charles Boucher in St. Libroire, thirty miles east of Montreal, where he remained until the trial of the conspirators was over.

“M” 708 (JAO) 1865


Portland May the last

1800 and 60,5

Mon Cher Frere,

Vous avez l’air d’um hon coer, dans lett letter que vous ni’cerit. Il ne comprend pas comments vous tenir le grand export du corps et esprit du Coeur.

You may be sure that I was glad to receive your letter, & to know of your being well & Julia also. Also to learn that James was convalescing & that the prospects before him of pleasant & profitable business were so good.

I thought of you very much during the stirring times through which our country has passed of late. It seems almost impossible to realize that the Rebellion is crushed, the war over, & peace on hand. What a sudden collapse the whole thing had & what an ignominious end to the miserable thing. I see you believe in hanging some of the chivalry. Good on your old bald head, which where it is not bald, is covered with gray hair, which “is a crown of glory, when found “marks you” when found in the way of righteousness.”

Of course you mingled with the existing crowds on the death of the President & are now daily in contact with persons & excitements attendant upon the assassination trials. Will Andrew Johnson hang the murderers? Who of the plotters will be hung?1 Will he hang Jeff & Lee & Beauregard & Mallory & others? What are Washington impressions with regard to this?

John, I want you to get, right away, & send me by return mail, a card picture of John H. Surratt. I believe that villain was at my house; for help, on his way to Canada. I have no doubt of it from the description of him in the papers. Do send me the picture if you can get it.

How about Cousin William, the Docteur? I wrote to Brother James yesterday, that it perhaps might be our duty to write to Aunt Ann at Norfolk & find out something of the family.

Your sons John & Will are coming on from Phil. with my Ella, who has been in Phil. since the first week in February. They are coming the last of June. They are fast boys, & Ella is not slow.

I would like to go to Washington. Perhaps I may bring up yet in some Southern community.

Sarah is waiting for me to go out with her & I close in a hurry. Don’t forget my request about the picture.

Love to you, Julia & James from us all.

Yrs. Truly

Henry D. Moore



1 Those sentenced to hang were Mary Surratt, George Atzerodt, Lewis Powell, and David Herold.


	CHARLES H. MORGAN, BRIGADIER GENERAL	(4:326–28)


“H” R.B. (JAO) P18 1865


War Department


Bureau of Military Justice

June 7th 1865

Copy of Telegram rec’d

June 5, 1:30 PM

Fort McHenry June 5th 1865

Major Gen. W. L. Hancock

Langley is still in confinement here. No order has been received releasing.

(signed) John F. Mount


Official copy

C. H. Morgan

Brig. Gen Chief of Staff

Langley was tried on charge of being a rebel spy. The principal witness against him was Lemos the scout.


CHM


	C. H. MORGAN	(3:371–73)


“M” 492 (JAO) 1865

Morgan, Brig. Gen. C. H.

Letterhead: Head quarters Middle Military Division, Washington DC May 10th

Maj. Gen. C. C. Augur

Comdg Dept. of Washington

General,

The Major General Comdg directs that you order the following details, without delay.

1. A sergeant and eight men mounted, to report at the residence of Major General Hunter, President of the Court now in session at the Arsenal, in time each morning to accompany General Hunter from his residence to the courtrooms and remain on duty till relieved.

2. A Sergeant and six men, mounted, to report to the Judge Advocate General, with the same instructions as above.

3. A noncommissioned officer and four men, mounted, to report to each member of the court, and to the Hon. J. A. Bingham and Col. Burnett, Special Judge Advocate, with the same orders as above.

4. A company of not less than thirty (30) men under a commissioned officer to report to Bvt. Major General Hartranft,1 at the Arsenal, at 8 A.M., daily to remain on duty until relieved by General Hartranft.


I am General


Very Respectfully


Your Obt Servt

(sgd) C. H. Morgan

Bvt. Brig. Gen. Vols.


Chief of Staff


Official

E. B. Parsons

Official copy respectfully furnished for the information of Major General Hunter.



1 Major General John Frederick Hartranft was appointed military governor of the prison and placed in charge of the prisoners throughout the trial. He was also in charge of the execution.


	DR. MORGAN	(2:919–20)


“M” 268 (JAO) 1865

Endorsement:

Dear Sir, About three or four months since I was casually introduced to Dr. Mudd, but never having any intimacy, I decline the interview with him. Your Obt. Servt, James E. Morgan Letterhead: War Department Washington City, May 9th 1865

Dr. Morgan

Maryland Ave. nr. Long Bridge, Washington

Sir,

Samuel Mudd, now on trial before a Military commission in this city has expressed a desire to see you in reference to the employment of counsel.2 Please attend to this matter at once. By reporting at this office you can procure a pass.


Very Respectfully

Your Obt. Servant

H. L. Burnett

Brevet Col. & Judge Advocate



2 Attorneys Thomas Ewing Jr. and Frederick Stone represented Samuel Mudd at his trial.


	JOHN T. MORGAN	(6:50–51)


“R” R.B. (JAO) P72 1865

663 Penn. Dept

Chambersburg Penna.

April 27th 1865


Juniata District of

John T. Morgan

Major Comd’g

Major John S. Schultze

Asst. Adjt. General

Dept. of Pennsylvania

Sir,

I have the honor to report that there was a man by the name of Raymer arrested at Hagerstown Md. and sent to Washington D. C. for being implicated in raising money to pay the assassin of our late Chief Magistrate. His goods were boxed up and sent to his friends at Chambersburg Pa. to dispose of them the best they could and when the goods arrived at the depot at this place I took charge of them and placed a guard over them. I wish to know what disposition I shall make of them, as I shall hold onto them until I hear from you. He (Raymer) has another lot in the warehouse at Hagerstown, Md.

I am, Major, very respectfully

Your obdt. Servt.

John T. Morgan

Major Comd’g


	R. C. MORGAN	(2:898–902)


“M” 264 (JAO) 1865

Morgan, R. C.

Endorsement: NY May 11, 1865. Resp referred to Hon. C. A. Dana for his information. Upon inquiry I find that the within named Donaldson is a well-known NY gambler and has been indicted as such. H. L. Olcott, Spec. Comm. Newspaper article: W. B. Donaldson, well known in this and other cities as a circus clown and Negro delineator, was arrested here yesterday by several military detectives, two of whom followed him from Philadelphia to this city. Donaldson has, of late, taken part in several mysterious meetings held in Philadelphia, which led to the belief that he had some knowledge of the plot to burn that city and was accordingly arrested as above stated and committed to the Old Capitol.1

Donaldson’s trunk was taken possession of by the authorities, and a large number of letters were found therein from parties south, but whether they implicated him with the plot has not been made public.

O. S. C. 205 ½ Walnut St.

Philadelphia May 9th

Col. H. S. Olcott

Special Com War & Navy Dept.


New York

Sir,

I have the honor to report that last Saturday evening at about half past eleven o’clock Capt. Franklin brought me information of a very suspicious person boarding in 9th Street who had just left on 11.15 train for Washington. On hearing Capt. Franklin’s statement, I immediately went to the house and had him accompany me, and upon questioning the persons keeping the house, found that the man’s name was Wm. R. Donaldson and that he had been there only about a week, acting in such a way as to excite suspicion. On hearing this statement I made up my mind that there was something wrong in the man, and thinking he might have some connection with the assassination of the late President, or the plot to burn this city, I gave Capt. Franklin and Officer Rosch orders in your name to proceed to Washington on the 4 o’clock train Sunday morning, and on arrival in Washington to confer with proper authorities as to the arrest of the man.

The result was that Col. Ingraham, Provost Marshal,1 on hearing Capt. Franklin’s statement gave an order for the arrest and seizure of the papers, etc. of Donaldson. Among his papers was found a $100,000 bond of the late rebel government and a number of other suspicious papers. All of which were turned over to Maj. Burnett, Judge Advocate.

Very Respectfully,

Your Obt. Servant

R. C. Morgan



1 Plans were made by several Confederate agents operating out of Canada to burn New York City, Chicago, Cincinnati, Philadelphia, and Boston. While several hotels in New York were set afire, all were extinguished before they could do much damage.

1 Provost marshal for defenses north of the Potomac River.


	WILLIAM E. MORGAN	(2:68–72)


“M” 34 (JAO) 1865


Evidence


Washington DC

April 22nd 1865

Letterhead War Department, Adjutant General’s Office

Hon. Edwin M. Stanton

Secretary of War.

Sir:

In compliance with verbal instructions received from you yesterday, I have the honor to submit the following information.

About 8 o’clock Tuesday evening the 18th instant a gentleman called at my house and inquired of me where Mr. W. E. Morgan residence; I told him that was my name and invited him into the house. He then told me that his name was Thomas Quinn from Baltimore and that he had promised his brother to call and see me (His brother W. H. Quinn who is Prompter at the Front Street Theater, Baltimore, is a friend of mine). I invited him to remain all night and take breakfast with me in the morning; he excused himself by saying, “I am stopping at Markham’s Hotel, I intended to call and see you before this, but I have so many friends in Washington that it has been impossible for me to call sooner, and besides I have been drunk (or drinking, I don’t know exactly which he said) ever since I have been in Washington and some of my friends will call to see me tonight at the hotel, and we’ll crack a bottle of wine together.” Also that “he had been asleep all the afternoon and had just got out of bed to come and see me.” He complained of having a headache caused by drinking. I told him not to drink anymore that night and perhaps it would pass off; he said he always drank more when he had the headache, to cure it. He invited me to go down to his Hotel with him, which I at first declined, but he insisting I consented to go with him.

On our way down he spoke of Mr. Lincoln, and told me he had been to see his remains that day; he also spoke of the excitement in Baltimore and said it was hardly safe for an actor to walk the streets of that city. I then asked him if he was engaged in the same business as his brother; he told me that he was an actor previous to the war, but since then he had not done a days work; I asked him when he came to Washington. I think he said “two or three days since” (I believe the passenger trains did not run on Saturday nor Sunday, therefore I conclude that he must have come before Saturday). I then asked him when he intended to return to Baltimore; he said he “did not know, perhaps tomorrow.” (Wednesday the 19th) After we arrived at the hotel we took seats on the balcony in front and I commenced the conversation by asking him if he didn’t think the murder of our President the most horrible thing on record; His answer was, “I entered the Confederate Army at the commencement of the war as a private, and was promoted to Lieutenant in White’s Confederate Cavalry; I have been confined in the Old Capitol Prison, my sympathy is with the south, but I don’t approve of the killing of Mr. Lincoln, I think it was very wrong.” He also said, “I don’t believe John Booth killed him, for Laura Keene does not know him when she sees him, and Billy Withers1 when he was in Baltimore told two different tales, to some he said it was Booth and to others, that he was not certain it was him or not.” He then gave me a full history of the Booth family, and said that he lived next door to them when they were boys together, and knew the whole family; he said there was another brother, the youngest, Joseph Booth who is also an actor and is at present playing an engagement in Australia; another remark he made was “I believe that John Booth is not a mile from here.” I don’t remember now all he said, but after taking a while longer, he invited me in to drink with him; in the barroom he met an old acquaintance of his, a clerk I think in one of the Departments; this friend of his asked him what he was doing in Washington? He said in a jovial manner, “Well I thought I would come down to see all of you Lincolnites.” I warned him against speaking so, and told him he should be particular how he expressed himself, or he might be arrested; he said, “I did not intend any disrespect to Mr. Lincoln” and I think he said he “didn’t care much whether he was arrested or not”. I then told him I had some business to attend to down in the city, and that he must excuse me; he said he would be willing I should go, if I would promise to return; I told him I would. I returned about fifteen minutes to eleven o’clock, and not finding him in the parlor or on the balcony, I inquired of the bartender where he was; he informed me that he had gone to bed; the bartender is a friend of his, whose home is also in Baltimore.

The above statement may amount to nothing, and if he is innocent of any knowledge of the conspiracy, I would be sorry for his brother or himself to know that I was the means of having him arrested; therefore I would respectfully request that my name be withheld if possible. I deemed it my duty to inform you of the aforementioned facts for the following reasons: 1st From the fact of his being in the city and on a drunken spree while the nation was mourning for our murdered President.

2nd By his own acknowledgment he was a rebel sympathizer and formerly a Lieutenant in White’s Rebel cavalry.

3rd The remark he made “I believe John Booth is not a mile from here.” And another remark “I thought I would come down to see all of you Lincolnites”.

4th From his acknowledged intimacy with the Booth family.

I have not seen him since Tuesday evening and do not know whether he is in the city or not.

I have the honor to be, Sir,


Very Respectfully


Your Obedient Servant

Wm. E. Morgan


Recruiting Bureau



1 William Withers, orchestra leader at Ford’s Theatre.


	COLONEL WILLIAM H. MORGAN	(6:306–7)


“M” R.B. (JAO) P82 1865


Camp Stoneman

April 17th 1865

Wm. H. Morgan

Col. Comdg.

Hdqrs. Camp of Organization

Camp Stoneman, DC

April 17th

Col. T. Ingraham

Provost Marshal Gen.

Colonel,

I am quite confident now that the writer of that letter signed “Sam” and addressed to Booth, must be Sergt. Samuel J. Street taken to you yesterday.1

It appeared that he told the Sergeant Major of his (the 3rd Regt) some days ago that his acquaintance and conversation with Booth was very unpleasant to his parents, and that they had urged him to break it off.

I will send the Sergeant Major to you if desired.

Very Respectfully etc.

William H. Morgan

Col. Comdg.



1 The “Sam” letter referred to by Morgan was a letter written by Samuel Arnold (not Samuel Street) to Booth and found in Booth’s trunk at the National Hotel on Saturday, April 15.


	J. A. MORLEY	(3:120–21)


“M” 399 (JAO) 1865

Morley, F. A.

New York, May 28th 1865

Hon. E. M. Stanton


Secretary of War

Sir,

Harpers Weekly of week before last, gives an illustration of Payne the assassinator. The illustration strongly resembles a man who I suspected of being concerned in the attempt to burn this city & had him arrested two days after said attempt, while leaving the city for Albany, but he gave an apparently satisfactory account of himself and was allowed to proceed.

If you think the matter worthwhile, please send me his photograph, so that I may be better able to determine as to the identity.

Respectfully Yours,

J. A. Morley

Care Scientific American Office, 37 Park Row.


	JOHN MORRIS1 (COLORED)	(5:250–61)


“M” R.B. (JAO) P60 1865


Washington

18th April 1865

Morris, John colored

John Morris, a colored man, states as follows;

My residence is between L and 18th Street near the corner but I work at Mr. Ford’s theater and have been since I have been here. It has been two years next May since I came. In the daytime I am helping the painter there. His name is Mr. James Lamb.2 I am the only assistant that he has. During the night I raise the curtains and let them down. I have nothing else to do in the night unless there is a great deal to do, then we paint at night. I know Booth. Last week I first saw him on Friday. I think it was about 10 o’clock in the day the first that I saw him that week. I met him against the theater as I was going up the street. I was four I simply saw him pass. Did not see him again that morning. The next time I saw him was that evening. That was about three o’clock in the afternoon. It was after the rehearsal; they had finished. He was then coming up out of the alley. I did not see him carry the horse into the stable, but he came up from past the stable and I saw Peanut coming down with a bucket of water to the stable. Booth was coming up street to the theater. Then I did not follow him. I was upstairs. I saw him in the theater. He was coming up on the alley. I was upon the flies. He came into the theater. He came in at the back door and went across the stage. He went over to the front, I guess; then he generally goes in front of the house to a restaurant. I do not know where he went. He passed right through the theater. I saw him no more until Friday night, the same night. I saw him again when he brought the horse up there. It was between 10 and 11 o’clock at night. He was coming right straight up the alley from the stable with the horse. I guess he went into the theater. He came in the door and called Ned Spangler, the assistant carpenter. I do not know what he told him, but Ned Spangler went to him. I could not hear what passed, but the women told me out there that he had told Mattocks to come there. He is what is called the “property” man. I did not see Booth come in at all. I saw him come to the door and call this man. I did not see him at all after that. The murder was committed, I should judge, though I did not take particular notice, not more than 15 minutes at the outside before I heard the pistol go off. I did not see anybody run. I was not where I could see. I was not at the window, but I was not far from the window. I was in the lower part of the stage but was not looking out of the window. After that the man that was up there with me said he did believe that they had shot the President, and I ran up there then, of course, to look. This man that was working with me told me that. His name is Joe Simms. What made him think that they had murdered the President was that he saw the man jump from the box. He did not tell me who the man was who jumped out. He did not know Booth, but he saw the man who jumped out of the box; but I know him. I never saw Booth jump out of the box before. I have often been in the private box. Have not cleaned it out, but have been in it frequently. Two colored women clean it out, each named Margaret; one a dark woman and the other a bright yellow one; then there are two little girls and a boy, one of the girls is sister to the yellow woman and the other is the dark woman’s daughter. I could find them if they were wanted. I know where they live. They live not far from the theater, in the house next to the back door. It is down at the other side of the entrance in the turn of the alley that goes down from the front. The stable that he kept his horse in was built I am not certain whether before or after Christmas, but about that time. It was either a little before or a little after. I do not know whether Booth was any more particularly intimate with Mr. Ford than with the actors, but he always appeared to treat all of them pretty much alike so far as I could see, though I did not take particular notice, and seemed popular with them all. I do not know who his particular friends are in the theater. I generally saw him with Mr. Ford and whenever he had connection with the theater he had conversation with Mr. Gifford. Ned Spangler & he had a good deal to say also. Gifford’s name is Jim Gifford; the head carpenter.

It was not a common custom with the actors to come in at the back door. They allowed him to do it because he had been going there so much & was so well acquainted with the people there.

Joe Simms was looking around for some work this morning. He don’t work there this week, I suppose. I know I do not intend to go back there myself if I can get work elsewhere; His residence is up on the suburbs of the town, out toward Mr. Reale’s.

I saw Ned Spangler after the murder occurred. I went down as soon as I found out who it was that was murdered. We rushed downstairs and this man was walking about at the door. I looked out of the window and saw that the horse was gone. I then went to the door. Said I, “Mr. Spangler, who was that holding this horse out there?” he told me to hush and to say nothing at all about it. I asked him why. Said he “There is something wrong about this”. Said I “There was some person holding that horse and that man that was in here & shot that pistol off rode that horse off.” He told me not to say anything about it and huffed me off. I went off and said no more about it. I did not see him holding the horse but Peanut was holding it, because he always tended his horse.

I saw Mr. Ford once after the murder. I guess it was half an hour after. He appeared to be very much frightened about it. I saw a man bring the horse there, & when I looked again the horse was gone. I heard him call Ned Spangler, which I told Mr. Ford; and Mr. Ford told me on Saturday morning to tell whatever I knew about it. I went down to the office with Mr. Ford and kissed the Bible to everything that I said and what I say I told everything.

I know about Spangler’s selling a horse and buggy, i.e. I heard him say he sold one. He said he got “two hundred and a half”; by which I suppose he meant 250 dollars. He did not say who he sold it to; sold it for Mr. Booth.

We colored people believe Mr. Lincoln to be the best friend that we had. I would go to the point of my life to find out the murderers. I do not believe Mr. Ford is a secesh, because I have been there two years and never have heard him say one single thing against the Union in any way. I mean the young man. Mr. John T. Ford does not visit much down there but his two brothers stay there together. I do not know whether any of the actors there are secesh or not. I cannot say anything at all about it, by the conversation.

I have not heard them say anything against the Union; but I have heard Mr. Ford talk more than any of the rest of them. I think he is a loyal man. I think Spangler is a secesh. I think it very much the same with Mattocks. Jim Gifford, I think, is no better. I do not think any of the actors or actresses would help Booth in the murder, though they may have done it. I do not believe there was anybody in the alley to see Booth run out of doors. The women that I spoke of did not see him but they heard the horse run.

The back door will stand open of itself; but if I had had an idea that anything of that description was going on I would have gone down and fastened it when the horse came there and no one else but a person belonging there could have unfastened it. There was no hole bored in the box door that I know of. Do not think they had a lathe put up there to keep it shut. All those box doors had spring locks on them.



1 Despite his extensive statement, which incriminates Spangler, Morris was not called as a prosecution witness.

2 James Lamb was a scene painter at Ford’s Theatre.


	CAPTAIN R. MORROW	(3:1250–51)


“M” 731 (JAO) 1865

Morrow, R. Capt.

Letterhead: Headquarters District of East Tennessee, Knoxville, Tenn., May 31st 1865

My dear Watson,

Upon returning to these headquarters, I find no Orders of the War Department for 1865. Will you be so kind as to obtain at the Dept. a complete file, or try if possible, of the Gen. Orders and Circulars from the War Dept. for 1865, and send them to my address immediately? I never felt so completely at a loss before for information as I do since my return. Don’t fail to send me this file.

Respects to Col. Burnett, Write soon, Yours in haste

R. Morrow

Capt. & AAG


	F. N. MORSE	(7:284–85)


F-61

No. 313


United States Consulate

London, May 12, 1865

W. Hunter, Esq.


Acting Secretary of State

Sir,

In reference to rebel operations in Europe during the current week, I have but little of importance to communicate, save what is contained in an important letter from France, herewith enclosed, to which permit me to ask special attention, as it may aid in showing the extent of the conspiracy against the lives of our principal civil and military officers, and to some extent the designs of the conspirators. If you will refer to a private letter I addressed to Mr. Seward on the 17th of March last, you will see that two assassins had then left Paris to join the band, and that one of them, who when here, was called Johnson, was in Washington the night when President Lincoln was murdered & that he went to Richmond the next day from which place he wrote some account of his doings to his employers in Paris. He previously sent his letter under cover to some New York house, or to some person there, to be forwarded. You will note what this villain says about the future operations of the band, after the excitement following their first great labor has somewhat cooled down. They can no doubt increase their band of murderers to any extent they may desire & they are wicked & mad enough to attempt any atrocity merely for revenge. I think therefore, that great precaution should be taken for some time to come to detect their designs and guard against their acts. I have instructed my correspondent to take every necessary measure to spot the assassins and discover their designs.

I must request that the letters of my correspondent be kept strictly private for the present. As any knowledge of him here would at once deprive us of his services and endanger his life.

I am sir,


Your obedient Servant

F. N. Morse


Consul

(7:290–91)

F-61

No. 316

U. States Consulate

London, May 13, 1865

W. Hunter, Esq.


Acting Secretary of State

I herewith enclose a copy of a letter which I received this morning from Paris. Please observe the spirit of the letters which the rebels in Europe receive from their friends in Richmond and the designs of vengeance which they announce as about to be commenced. You will observe he says Rebel officers in Richmond wrote to rebels in Europe that the burning of Northern cities and villages would soon be commenced and this letter was written in Paris 24 hours before the telegram, via Crookhaven, reached London today, informing us that evidences of such a determination by the rebels had but just come to light. In connection with this subject let me also ask your particular attention to my dispatch of yesterday, No. 313 & the copy of a letter (from) Paris sent with it, all going to confirm what comes to us from the American press concerning fiendish purposes of a large portion of the beaten rebels. That they still intend to war against the North as incendiaries and murderers seems too evident.

As long as such a diabolical spirit is manifest, & with the determination of the government to see the constitutional amendment in reference to slavery carried into effect, and with a turbulent and rebellious spirit that may be shown in reference to this subject for a time, how far will it be entirely safe to reduce the army, and to withdraw our forces from various points in the slave states.

I am sir,


Your obedient servant

F. H. Morse


Consul

(7:295–97)

F-61

No. 320


United States Consulate

London, June 14, 1865

W. Hunter, Esq.


Acting Secretary of State

Sir,

I herewith enclose copies of further letters in reference to the conspiracy plot which will explain themselves. Permit me to ask your careful attention to them. If the information communicated by my correspondent can be relied on, they are so much afraid that Tomlinson, alias Johnston, will fulfill his threat to them, and make a full disclosure to our government, and surrender certain very damaging letters from Jeff Davis and his Secretary of State Benjamin, that Mr. Slidell’s secretary Mr. Eustice will leave next week for Canada to compromise with Tomlinson and try to get him back here. My correspondent thinks he can easily induce Tomlinson in his doubtful and dissatisfied state of mind to make a full disclosure of all he knows and surrender the letters, etc. if he could see him. He also knows Donelson and other members of the order of assassins now in Canada. After reflecting on the whole matter, I have come to the conclusion that it is my duty to send him to you with all possible dispatch, that the proper persons may arrange a plan of operations with him and send him to Canada, with as little delay as possible, so that he may get hold of Tomlinson and send him to Washington before Eustice reaches Montreal, and them, if thought of sufficient importance, he Brunting can stop in Canada with the conspirators and gather up all he can of them and their plans.

B. will leave Queenstown on the Cunard Steamer for Boston on Saturday next the 17th. Eustice will leave the Thursday following on a steamer for Quebec. If you approve and carry out my plan of procuring Tomlinson and attempting to get further information in regard to the assassins and their designs, I hope you will be prepared to give my agent a speedy audience and ready dispatch as he must reach Canada as soon as possible.

In the hope that my action in this case will meet your approval

I remain your obedient servant.

F. W. Morse


Consul

PS I made a mistake in saying B. would leave by the steamer for Boston, there is no steamer for Boston this week. We will go to New York and direct to Washington.

(7:314–36)

F-65

Letter to Stanton from Seward, April 7, 1865 with enclosure


United States Consulate

London, March 17th 1865


Copy


Private

My dear Sir,

I herewith enclose for your perusal, two private letters received this week from “B” my secret agent in France. On receiving the first dated March 12, I immediately wrote to him for a more full statement of all he knew about its contents. I stated to him that the story seemed very improbable that if they intended to resort to such diabolical modes of warfare, they could find instruments enough near at hand to serve them in such a capacity, and have their work done or attempted more speedily than it could be by sending assassins from Europe; that the assassins would be sure to forfeit their own lives etc. at the same time I could not shut out from my mind the idea that the starving of our prisoners, shooting & torturing them; the hotel burnings; the piracies; the hanging of Union men in the insurgent states; the murdering of prisoners of war in cold blood after surrendering and their manifold acts of cruelty rendered the purposes named, not only probable, but in harmony with their character and acts. My letter brought the explanation contained in the second letter of the 14th inst. You perceive the statement of B rests on the declaration of Cooper, or a man who now goes by that name. He is a business agent of the rebels and has the confidence of the leaders to as great an extent perhaps as anyone employed by them, or anyone under their direction. He travels most of the time from place to place, giving directions and superintending the purchase and shipment of war material. B. has traveled much with him and seems to have his entire confidence. I do not think Cooper would make such a revelation to B unless he believed it well founded. If they are to come out openly as professional assassins, it is not at all probable that the distinguished persons named are the only ones selected for their vengeance, or that our Chief Magistrate, or General Grant are left out of their role. The dangers they see to them in the calm forbearance, the inflexible justice and firm determination of President Lincoln will not be overlooked by them.

According to my request a full description of the man calling himself Clark is given in the second letter. Johnston is unknown to B. If Clark had really set forth on such a mission he will probably attempt to make his way into Sherman’s camp as a private soldier and attempt the deed during an engagement when Sherman is under fire.

Whether there is any actual foundation for what is set forth in the letters or not, I think it not my duty to withhold them for fear it may be only another added to the thousand false rumors which have got into circulation. I send you all I have been able to learn on the subject, that you may act as you deem expedient in the case. Permit me to express my earnest desire, whatever may be the wish of the rebels in regard to you, and I dare say they are the worst that fiendish brains can entertain, that your valuable life may long be spared to your friends and the service of the republic. I remain dear sir, Most truly yours,

F. H. Morse

Hon. Wm. H. Seward


Secretary of State

P.S. Please regard B’s letter as strictly confidential. I mean as far as the name of the writer is concerned.

(7:321–26)

F-65

Paris, Sunday

March 12, 1865

My dear sir,

I wrote you on Friday eve late, in hopes it would reach you at your hotel last evening. I have learned only an hour since, that on Tuesday or Wednesday a steamer will be in waiting at Belisle or the island of Oleron the last named some 40 miles off the mouth of Bordeaux Erie in waiting with war material and supplies for the rams. Most of the stuff is from Hamburg reshipped on board of an English steamer which has been chartered for the purpose. She is a New Castle steamer and said to be very swift. I must communicate at once with Walker at Ferrol and two desperate characters have just left her. On Wednesday I believe, (but not sure) one for the North, and the other for the South, one of them I know, he has been loafing here for some time; hard up. His name is Clark; the other, Johnston, but to the best of my knowledge I had never seen him, he having been here only a few days. Their object is the assassination of Sherman & Mr. Seward. Clark is to join Sherman’s army and accomplish his deed. The other goes direct to Washington and the first opportunity that offers, kill Mr. Seward. Their expenses are paid and if successful in the accomplishment of their murderous designs, are to receive Five thousand dollars each. Here is a pretty state of affairs, and I fear those are not the only ones that they intend wreaking their vengeance upon, and you must take immediate steps to convey this to Mr. Seward and General Sherman, as I feel positive that it is true, for the party that divulged to me has the greatest confidence in me and would not have said such a thing to me were it not true. They think by getting rid of Mr. Seward that it will be utterly impossible to get another as able to fill his place, as they say, so rabid for the annihilation of the southern cause, and Sherman being the only real General that we have got. If he could be got rid of the task is an easy one, as there is no Yankee, to use their expression to be found that can fill his place; and only see the ingenuity of the rebels here, they have caused to be circulated and its quite current that General Sherman is dead. This is done for the sole cause to prepare the public mind to receive his death before hand, so as that they may not be taken by surprise. It’s from beginning to end a deep laid plot, and the devil himself is no match for them. I have given you all the facts so far as I know and at once, as I considered it my duty to do so as soon as possible so that you may convey it to Washington with all dispatch. I don’t know this Johnston or I would describe him so that he might be arrested at once, but to my knowledge I have never seen him. Cooper came last night and today spent an hour with me. On leaving he said he would return and dine with me but about an hour since I learned that he went off in haste to Cherbourg. I don’t know what’s up there as I have heard nothing from them, but there must be something in the wind. Friday a courier was sent off as I stated to you as I was asked to go but being ill I could not, and today Cooper leaving so suddenly, looks suspicious. I can give you a full description of Clark at once if you wish it. I am better and quite able to undertake the journey to Bordeaux or Ferrol, but as yet keep myself indoors, so that I may not be called on to go anywhere for them before I hear from you. Then I can excuse myself for a few days in the country, so as to be able to get to Bordeaux. I hope you have received my note on Saturday eve, and written me today. If I am able to go to B. there is no time to be lost. If you have not written me before you receive this, send me 20 pounds so that I may be prepared for any emergency. Hoping that all will be of the first of the note will be received in time at Washington in time to frustrate the hellish designs, I am, Truly yours,

B.

(7:327–36)

F-65

Paris, March 14th 1865

Dear Sir,

Yours of yesterday came duly to hand this morning, and I answer in as brief a manner as possible to its contents in every particular as you request.

The ram at Bordeaux leaves that port to go to Germany, where report says she is to be sold to the Prussian Government. So did the other now the Stonewall in Conf. Hands laying at Ferrol, Spain, leave Bordeaux for the use of the Danish Government. They must use strategy to get them out of a French port. Once out they can do as they please with her. I am perfectly satisfied, and I believe its beyond a question of doubt, that the ram now at Bordeaux, belongs and is intended for the use of the rebels and will go into their hands, if not directly, indirectly, especially if there is any pressure used by the French Government. But my opinion is, this government will only wink at her departure. I have repeatedly (being one of the order of the sons) heard the above things discussed from time to time by McCullough, DeLeon, Eustis, Macfarlan and others of the secret order. The Capt. of the Stonewall, Capt. Page is here and has been for some days (I forgot to mention this in my last) as well as several of the officers of the late rebel steamer Florida, and I believe they leave today. The Stonewall is laying at Ferrol and the Niagara is at Corruna two different harbors, but not far apart. I hear nothing as to when they intend to leave Ferrol, but this much I have learned, that when they are ready to go to sea, they will run one to Corunna where the Niagara is, and demand of the Spanish Government 24 hours detention of the Niagara, so as to enable them to put to sea. But if Com. Craven adopts the plan I suggested when I last saw him this plan of theirs will be easily evaded. Clark I believe to be the real name of the party of whom I wrote you on my last. He has been hanging on here for some time. They could have no possible object in imposing on me in this particular. That’s his business and both he & Johnston have gone for the avowed purpose as I have before stated to you of taking the lives of Mr. Seward & General Sherman. I have not the least doubt but that there are others watching for the same opportunity. The opinion is with many of them here that Mr. Seward is de-facto the President and does just as he pleases and were it not for him they could come to some amicable arrangement. It would be useless for me to repeat to you all that I hear on the subject, and the arguments pro & con. This Clark I believe has some other mission as well as that of seeking the life of General Sherman. He is in height about 5 feet 9, rather slender, thin in flesh, high cheekbone, low forehead, eyes dark and sunken, very quiet seldom or ever speaks in company unless spoken to, has a large dark brown moustache, and large long goatee, hair much darker than whiskers and complexion rather sallow. While here wore gray clothes and wide awake slouch hat. He is a Texan by birth, has a very determined look and from all appearances I should judge would if possible accomplish whatever he undertakes. The other man, Johnston, I know nothing of, as he was only here some 3 or 4 days. He came from Canada, via Liverpool, nor would it be prudent for me to make any inquiries concerning him under the circumstances, as, if anything ever transpires and he was taken, suspicion from that fact might point to me, and I beg that on no occasion will you ever make use of my name so that they could get any clue to me. If you did, from that moment my fate would be sealed, especially as I have bound myself to their cause under so fearful an oath. I once entertained a very high opinion of the Southerners, but from recent facts and events I have changed those opinions and now my firm belief is that they would stop at no act if necessary to accomplish their dear cherished confederation. The offer, five thousand dollars is a good one, and there is to be found plenty who would gladly catch at it. You cannot for one moment have the slightest idea of their feelings towards the North, and it increases as their struggle becomes more desperate. The heads here are in daily consultation, and what is there discussed I have no means of ascertaining. It was Cooper who told me of these two men going out on their diabolical mission, or I perhaps should never have heard of the matter at all, and I considered my duty to convey to you the facts as I get them at once, so that if possible their designs might be thwarted and every precaution taken that was necessary, for I repeat again what I have already done to you before, they are bent on destruction and will not stop at any object, even to the taking of life so as to attain their ends, and mark me, Mr. Seward is not the only one they will assassinate. I have heard some fearful oaths, and its war to the teeth with them. I feel confident that there is some secret understanding between them and the Emperor of this government, at least I am given to understand so. The death of the Duke de Morny has deprived them of an interview with the Emperor, which was to have taken place if I am rightly informed on Sunday last. My sickness has prevented me from being fully posted to all recent movements, but I am in hopes that my health will in a short time be fully reestablished and after my return from Bordeaux I shall be in possession of all movements. I have written at some length, but required as you requested a full explanation of the foregoing facts. Be kind enough to see that my name is not used at Washington for there are plenty on the sharp lookout there and it would be heralded back here, and it might prove fatal for me. I believe I cannot add anything more at present. You did not send me all I requested, please send it at once to Bordeaux by return of mail. I leave for Bordeaux tonight and will do as you request. Believe me, Truly yours,

B.


	WILLIAM H. MORTON	(3:1295–96)


“M” 749 (JAO) 1865

William H. Morton

I, Wm. H. Morton being duly sworn, do hereby depose and say that in obedience to the subpoena hereunto annexed, I reported as a witness1 before the Military Commission convened by Special Orders no. 211 and 216, dated War Department, Adjutant Generals Office, May 6th and May 9th 1865, and was held in attendance to said Commission from the 21st day of May 1865 to the 7th day of June, 1865 both days inclusive; and that I have not received from any agent of paymaster of the United States any compensation for the said attendance.

Wm. H. Morton

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 12th day of August 1865. In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and affixed my notorial seal the day and year above written.

James E. Wheeler

Notary Public in and for the City & County of New York



1 Morton never testified.

(3:1297)

“M” 749 (JAO) 1865

William H. Morton

Washington City D. C., May 17, 1865

Sir:

You will appear as a witness before a Military Commission convened by Special Orders No. 211 and No. 216, dated War Department, Adjutant General’s Office. May 6, and May 9, 1865 in the case of the United States against David E. Herold, et al., on the 19 day of May at 10 o’clock, 1865 at the Court Room, Penitentiary, near Arsenal, Washington DC and not depart without leave.

By order,

H. L. Burnett

Brevet Col. And Judge Advocate

To: Dr. Wm. H. Morton

Barnum’s Baltimore Md.


	ROBERT G. MOWRY	(3:507–12)


“M” 531 (JAO) 1865

Robert G. Mowrey

Robert G. Mowrey, employed by Capt. Tompkins in the Ambulance Department states:

There was a notice in the paper yesterday (16th of April 1865) giving some description of the writing of a man who passed by the name of “Sam” and from that description I thought it might possibly be the writing of a man whom I knew.

It occurred to me that it might be the writing of a man named Samuel Arnold.1 His business was not very much when I knew him; his father owned a place about three quarters of a mile from Hookstown and was a baker in Baltimore. It is five miles from Baltimore to Hookstown. This Arnold is a very good looking young man about six feet high, well built, round built, weighing about 175 or 180 pounds, dark complexion, I think gray eyes but I can’t remember distinctly.

He has dark hair, brown hair; he used to wear it long until the last time I saw him when it was cut rather short; he might have turned the ends of his hair under on the sides of his head; he did not wear whiskers the last time I saw him; he had a beard on of about a week’s growth.

The last time I saw him was about three weeks ago. The skin of his face is a little tinged with red; like a person whose face has been exposed to the action of the wind. He is a very handsome young man.

In describing him I would call him a gentlemanly looking man; he would speak in a rough voice and is rather a forcible man in his actions. He was considered a very good man in a knockdown; and was quite a fighting man. He was wild in his habits but I don’t know of anybody with whom he associated in Baltimore.

His hair would curl up at the ends when it was long. He had not any money and was always “hard up” and, I believed was not on good terms with his father; he used to go off on sprees and one thing and another.

I have seen his handwriting; have seen him writing notes to young ladies.

He was a rapid writer and wrote a very small hand.

(letter shown to witness signed “Sam” dated Hookstown, Baltimore County, March 28th 1865, addressed “Dear John”)

I believe that is the man’s handwriting; to the best of my knowledge it is the writing of Samuel Arnold. When the 23rd Army Corps came here about the 1st of February, 1865, I saw Arnold in company with another young man at the corner of M and 16th Streets. I asked him what he was doing and he said “I am on one of them beats again.”

The last time I saw Arnold must have been about three weeks ago on Penna. Ave. with a man who resembled that man (referring to Booth’s photograph). They were standing at the door of a drinking saloon between Three and 4 ½ Streets; they were talking together and appeared to be very intimate and were laughing. I saw them together about five minutes when I went away. When I came along and rode up to the curb stone he came out and asked me to go off and take a drink but I told him I hadn’t time and we got talking about the rebellion and he said he had an idea of going to Idaho. The person who was with him was dressed in black clothes and had a cane. Sam was dressed in a kind of business suit, looking as if it had been worn but little.

I have known Sam since 1858. He is a democrat and has been in the Southern Army two years; he told me he left after the battle of Antietam; he told me he was in the first Bull Run fight.

Sam has an uncle living in Hookstown and associates with the daughters of the ex-sheriff of the county, Poole, who is now in the rebel service; his family is in Baltimore living at No. 90 Pearl St., above Lexington. There is a family names Hoops, who live in the edge of Hookstown, Md. with whom he associates; it is not more than a quarter of a mile northeast from Hookstown. There is also a lady named Ridgely who moved away from there that he was acquainted with. I know a young man named Poole, son of Sheriff Poole, who says Arnold came on here and stopped at the Western Hotel with some women about a month ago and he passed one of them off as his wife; there was another young man with him and he passed off another one as his wife. Poole used to do business on 8th Street, but he is not there now; I think he is in Baltimore now.

R. G. Mowrey



1 Mowry correctly identifies the writer of the “Sam” letter as Samuel B. Arnold and goes on to give accurate information concerning Arnold and his family.


	R. G. MOWREY	(3:513–15)


“M” 532 (JAO) 1865

Mowrey, R. G.

April 20, 1865

R. G. Mowrey, employed in the Ambulance Dept. Cor. 18 & M. Streets, states that he went to Hookstown to see if he could find any communication information in regard to the parties who were engaged in the murder of the President on the 18th of April; that Mrs. Philmyer, the postmistress at that place told him that Sam Arnold was there two weeks ago and told her that if any letters came to that PO directed to him, she should send them to Fortress Monroe, but that she refused to do so, telling him she should send them to his father in Baltimore. That she ^said Arnold^ left in the direction of Baltimore and was seen by another lady passing down the Hookstown Pike. He further states that he went over to the house of Mr. Bland, the uncle ^of Sam^ Arnold, and that Mr. Bland told him that there were no pictures of Sam in the house nor letters of Sam’s, & that Bland gave him permission to search the house for such articles.

Mrs. Philmyer told him that since Sam’s departure a letter came directed to Samuel Bland, which she supposed was designed for Sam Arnold, as his middle name was “Bland”.1

At one of these places he was told that Willis Arnold had said that Sam was clerking for Booth in Washington in the Oil Business. He does not remember which person told him.

A Mr. Hoop told him that if his ^son Edwin^ could see this letter ^found in Booth’s trunk^, he could tell if the handwriting was ^Sam^ Arnold’s as he was acquainted with Sam’s handwriting and had been a schoolmate of his.

R. G. Mowrey



1 Arnold’s full name was Samuel Bland Arnold. Bland was his mother’s maiden name. The Blands owned a farm in Hookstown.


	GEORGE DYER MUDD1	(2:954–55, DW, Mudd, Poore
II:386, III:486, Pitman 206, 210)


“M” 286 (JAO) 1865

Mudd, G. D.

May 10th 7 o’clock A.M.

Col. H. L. Burnett

Sir,

Being away from home on professional business, I did not get your summons until just now. I will be in Washington this evening per stage from Bryantown & will at earliest present moment apply at your office.

Very Resp.

Yrs.,

G. D. Mudd



1 Dr. George Mudd was an older cousin of Samuel Mudd and lived in Bryantown, Maryland. On Sunday, April 16, two days after Lincoln’s assassination, Samuel Mudd asked George Mudd to go to the soldiers in Bryantown and tell them that two strangers had been to his house on Saturday.

(3:302–5, DW, Mudd, Poore II:386, III:486, Pitman 206, 210)
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Mudd, Geo. D.

Bryantown, June 8th 1865

Lieut. Dana

Dear Sir,

Mr. Powers called to see me this morning with compliments from you, and stated that he was authorized to take Leonard S. Roby to Washington, and to make inquiry relative to the parties who harbored Boyle, and also to take them to Washington.2 After our consultation with me, he concluded that I might assume responsibility in the premises. Primarily, let me say that whilst I can never close my eyes to the demands of public justice. I think it would be hard to take these parties from their homes in view of palpable facts.

Mr. Roby was in Washington during the stay of Boyle in our neighborhood. He did not return until he (Boyle) had left. This can be shown by Mr. Jos. H. Padgett, who was with him in Washington at the time specified. Mr. Roby was on his way to court, in Port Tobacco, on important business, and was allowed to go on through. My representation of the facts.

Boyle came to Bryantown, together with his two accomplices, on Sunday night, about 24 hours after the assassination, and stayed as I have stated before, at Thos. Cage’s in Hughesville. This man Cage had been drafted in the services and though, I think, entirely unfit for the military service, was very much alarmed, and ran away whenever he saw a stranger. He supposing that they were after him to put him in the army.

On this occasion, as I am informed, he ran to the woods when, at night, he saw these three men approaching his house, and did not return during their stay. I am further informed that these three men passed themselves off as Federal soldiers whilst at his house. On Monday night, (the next night) they stayed at Mr. Benj. Smootes, within 1-½ miles of this village. Now, Mr. Smoot is entirely illiterate and altogether in ignorance of public affairs; scarcely ever leaves his home, and probably does not know which side General Grant or Gen. Lee has been fighting on in the late war.

The next night, (Tuesday night) as I learn, they stayed at Truman Canters, near Benedict. This Canter is just such a man as Smoot, last described; and I cannot see that the term harboring is applicable in these cases. As you may already know I was particularly careful to discover the movements of these desperadoes, on account of hearing that my life had been threatened by the said Boyle, and that he designed to steal my horse.1 Consequently I slept in my stable at night and traced these parties in the daytime.

Notwithstanding the above facts, if you, upon more mature deliberation, should want any or all of these parties to repair to Washington, I will use my best endeavors to see that the government be not thwarted in the effort to secure their attendance before the authorities. In admiration of your assiduity, in the Government’s behalf and in the performance of public justice, I remain with great regard, Yrs. etc.

Geo. D. Mudd

PS Mr. Jos. H. Padgett, whom you well and favorably know, can, and will as he says, testify to the above.



2 John H. Boyle was a notorious Confederate guerrilla who roamed southern Maryland terrorizing anyone who supported the Lincoln administration and the Union. Boyle, arrested by Captain Thomas H. Watkins for horse stealing, escaped, promising to kill Watkins. Boyle did so on March 25, 1865, when he entered Watkins’s home in Prince George’s County and shot him in the chest. Boyle was later mistakenly identified as the attacker of William Seward in the first hours following Lincoln’s murder.

1 After killing Watkins, Boyle sent word to George Mudd that he was going to kill Mudd and take his horses.


	JAMES ANTHONY MUDD2	(3:398–401)
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Mudd, Jas. A.

Richmond, C. S.

May 3rd, 1864


Dear Cousin

We arrived here safely on last Saturday the 30th ult., after a long and tedious time of it. We were in the Potomac Saint Mary’s four days, two on the immediate banks of the Potomac, the last of which, (Tuesday) we were watched by the soldiers. We ran across the river, twelve miles in two hours and a half, one hour of which was spent on the bar. We landed in Westmoreland (the county where Washington was born) passed through Essex and Caroline to Milford, where we took the cars. In the last named county (Caroline) something novel happened to us. We (our party had dwindled down to three) stopped for night at a house which contained only one room, and that a small one. The family were one man, two women, one grown girl and two children. After supper they spread a bed on the floor and one of the women sang out “Now you jes pull off and turn in, and don’t mind us a setting up here”. This was a “deadman” to a modest man like myself, and consequently I was the last to doft the outside apparel, which fact entitled me to the third choice of places, which was “butwind” from the point of disrobement; but in the front when regarded from the fireplace where just two feet from me sat the three females. But to the best of my knowledge these last named individuals persistently looked towards the fire. Next morning we arose and dressed in their presence with more equanimity. However the man took care to charge us twenty dollars for this mixed up kind of sleep. I have not a very exalted idea of Virginia hospitality. Not so bad, however, as Saint Mary’s. I am down on that county as was every one of our party.

The President’s little son, Joseph E. Davis, was killed by a fall on last Saturday. Bishop Magill announced in the Cathedral next day that he was now a saint in heaven. His age was four years.

I saw Henry Brooke and Col. Waring’s son today. Cousin Jim Mudd is in N. Carolina. I will learn tomorrow whether I can without delay appear before the examining board. At any rate I shall not long remain where I am, paying seventy dollars a week for board. Some things are much higher here than in Maryland and some things much lower, but in general prices are about the same. If I can’t appear before the board for sometime yet, I shall go to Mobile or some other city in the cotton states where one can live on about one-fifth of what it costs any where in the US.

Give Miss Lizzie Hill my warmest regards and tell her that I am very much obliged to her for the cakes. Two of them served Collin and myself for breakfast, dinner and supper, while in Saint Mary’s (NB I am down on St. Mary’s) other I ate while crossing the Potomac. I haven’t heard from Collin since he got off the cars at Hanover Junction. I think I shall go out there in a day or two. Traveling (by steam) is so very cheap here; about one fourth what it is in the US, but the cars are nearly as bad and run nearly as slowly as those between Washington and Baltimore.

Do you remember the little box of scapulars etc. which I opened at Nats? I brought that box with me. I promised some of the scapulars, medals and crucifixes to a friend here who has been very kind to me, and who was very desirous to get them as they can’t be had here. I opened the box in his presence and it contained nothing but scraps of paper. I never felt as awkward and mortified in my life, especially as I never saw the gentleman before I came to this city. You or Mattie did that.

Give my love to all,

Your affectionate cousin,

Jas. N. Mudd

To Miss Mary Mudd1



2 James Anthony Mudd was the older brother of Samuel A. Mudd. Along with his brother Sam and younger brother Henry, James was accused by family slaves of hiding weapons and transporting them to Confederate soldiers in Virginia.

1 Miss Mary Mudd was the younger sister of James Anthony Mudd and Samuel A. Mudd.

(3:474–76)
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Richmond, Va. C. S.

May 3rd, 1864

Dear Nat,

Just before I left Maryland I wrote to Pa to send me some money as I know the journey would be very expensive and I had very little change on hand. The crossing from one bank of the Potomac cost me $150 in greenbacks. I write to him again for fear he did not get the other letter. The accompanying note which please envelope and send to him. I have asked him to send it to you. Please keep until you hear from me. By the time you get it I shall have made some arrangements by which I can get it.

I am very truly yrs.

J. A. Mudd

PS If you have an opportunity of writing send me some postage stamps.

(3:473)

“W” 521 (JAO) 1865

Richmond Va. CS

May 3rd, 1864

Dear Pa,2

I arrived here safely the other day. I have not yet been before the Medical Examining Board. When I have I shall write you. In the meantime, I should like to have some money if you can spare it just now. I started with twenty dollars; my expenses were about eighty; the difference, and what I am living on now I borrowed from Collin. What you can let me have please send to Nat. 0474-0 I would like if you would write me your opinions etc. on the course I have taken. What I have done was under the belief that it was satisfactory to you. I send much love to all at home and am your affectionate son.

Jas. Mudd



2 “Pa” is Henry Lowe Mudd, father of James Anthony Mudd and Samuel Alexander Mudd.

(3:474–76)

“W” 521 (JAO) 1865

Richmond, Va. C. S.

May 3rd, 1864

Dear Nat,

Just before I left Maryland I wrote to Pa to send me some money as I know the journey would be very expensive and I had very little change on hand. The crossing from one bank of the Potomac cost me $150 in greenbacks. I write to him again for fear he did not get the other letter. The accompanying note which please envelope and send to him. I have asked him to send it to you. Please keep until you hear from me. By the time you get it I shall have made some arrangements by which I can get it.

I am very truly yrs.

J. A. Mudd

PS If you have an opportunity of writing send me some postage stamps.


	DR. SAMUEL ALEXANDER MUDD1	(Defendant, 4:46)


Dr. Samuel Mudd

Stated that Herold and Booth came to his house and told him that Booth’s leg had been broken; who was assisted by the doctor into the house, where the doctor set his leg and reduced the inflammation during the day, Booth occupying the bed all day. That toward night Herold rode off to find the direction of some swamps in the rear of Allen’s Fresh, which formed a very excellent place to hide in. A Negro and a white man in the employ of Dr. Mudd fully corroborate all of the above and it is confirmed by witnesses Thomas Davis and Frank Washington.



1 This brief summary is taken from Mudd’s earlier interrogations by Lieutenant Alexander Lovett and Colonel H. H. Wells in Bryantown on April 21 and 22. See Lovett’s testimony (Poore I:258, Pitman 87) and Wells’s testimony (Poore I:281, II:45, Pitman 158, 168).

(Defendant, 5:212–25)
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Washington April 22

Statement of Dr. S. A. Mudd2

April 21, 1865

Bryantown Md.,

Dr. S. A. Mudd residing 4 miles north of Bryantown, Maryland, being duly sworn deposes and says:

Last Saturday morning, April 15th, about four o’clock, two men called at my house and knocked very loudly. I was aroused by the noise, and as it was such an unusual thing for persons to knock so loudly, I took the precaution of asking who were there before opening the door. After they had knocked twice more, I opened the door, but before doing so they told me they were two strangers on their way to Washington, that one of their horses had fallen, by which one of the men had sprained or fractured ^broken^ his leg. On opening the door I found two men on a horse led by the other man, who stated that he had tied his horse to a tree nearby. I aided the man in getting off his horse and into the house, and laid him on a sofa in my parlor. After getting a light, I assisted him in getting upstairs where there were two beds, one which he took. He seemed to be very much injured in the back, and complained very much of it. I did not see his face at all. He seemed to be tremulous and not inclined to talk, and had his cloak thrown around his head and seemed inclined to sleep, as I thought, in order to ease himself; and every now and then he would groan pretty heavily. I had no proper pasteboard for making splints, and went and got an old bandbox and made one out of it; and as he wanted it done hastily, I hurried more than I otherwise would. He wanted me to fix it up anyway, as he said he wanted to get back, or get home and have it done by a regular physician. I then took a piece of the bandbox and split it in half, doubled it at right angles, and took some paste and pasted it into a splint. On examination, I found there was a straight fracture of the tibia about two inches above the ankle. My examination was quite short and I did not find the adjoining bone fractured in any way. I do not regard it a peculiarly painful or dangerous wound; there was nothing resembling a compound fracture. I do not suppose I was more than three quarters of an hour in making the examination of the wound and applying the splint. He continued still to suffer, and complained of severe pain in the back, especially when being moved. In my opinion, pain in the back may originate from riding; I judge that in this case it originated from his fall and also from riding, as he seemed to be prostrated. He sometimes breathed very shortly and as if exhausted.

He was a man, I should suppose, about five feet ten inches high, and appeared to be pretty well made, but he had a heavy shawl on all the time. I suppose he would weigh 150 or 160 pounds. His hair was black, and seemed to be somewhat inclined to curl; it was worn long. He had a pretty full forehead and his skin was fair. He was very pale when I saw him, and appeared as if accustomed to indoor rather than outdoor life. I do not know how to describe his skin exactly, but I should think he might be classed as dark, and his paleness might be attributed to receiving this injury. I did not observe his hand to see whether it was small or large. I have been shown the photograph of J. Wilkes Booth and I should not think that this was the man from any resemblance to the photograph, but from other causes I have every reason to believe that he is the man whose leg I dressed as above stated.1

In order to examine and operate upon his leg, I had occasion to cut his boot longitudinally in front of the instep. It seems that when he left my house this boot was left behind. Yesterday morning my attention was called to the boot, which is a long-top boot. On making an examination of it, I find written on the inside, in apparently a German hand, what I take to be “Henry Luz, maker, 445 Broadway, J. Wilkes” I did not notice the writing in this boot until my attention was called to it by Lieutenant Lovett (boot produced and identified by deponent as the one taken from the leg of the wounded man).

I have seen J. Wilkes Booth. I was introduced to him by Mr. J. C. Thompson; a son-in-law of Dr. William Queen ^in November or December last^. Mr. Thompson resides with his father-in-law, and his place is about five miles southwesterly from Bryantown, near the lower edge of what is known as Zechiah Swamp. Mr. Thompson told me at the time that Booth was looking out for land in this neighborhood or in this country. He said he was not very particular where, if he could get such a lot as he wanted, whether it was in Charles, Prince George or Saint Mary’s county; and Booth inquired if I knew any parties in this neighborhood who had any fine horses for sale. I told him there was a neighbor of mine who had some very fine traveling horses, and he said he thought if he could purchase one reasonable he would do so and would ride up to Washington on him instead of riding in the stage. The next evening he rode to my house and stayed with me that night, and the next morning he purchased a rather old horse, but a very fine mover, of Mr. George Gardiner, Sr. who resides but a short distance from my house. I would know the horse if I should see him again. He is a darkish bay horse, not bright bay, with tolerably large head and had a defect in one eye. Booth gave eighty dollars for the horse. I have never seen Booth since that time to my knowledge until last Saturday morning.

When I assisted the wounded man into my house on Saturday morning last, the other party with him, who appeared to be very youthful, took charge of the horse and said he would keep it and the other one until they could be put in the stable. As soon as I could I woke my colored man, Frank Washington, and sent him out to put the horses in the stable, and the young man came into the house. After setting the wounded man’s leg the best I could for the time, I think I walked around to my farmyard and gave some directions, and when I returned breakfast was ready and as this young man was up and knocking about, I asked him to come to breakfast. He did so, but the other man remained upstairs in bed. I did not know who this young man was, but he remarked that he had seen me. He appeared to be a very fast young man, and was very talkative. He was about five feet two or three inches high. I would not be positive as to his height. He had a smooth face and appeared as if he had never shaved; his hair was black and I should consider his complexion dark. I did not notice his eyes very particularly. He wore a dark colored business coat. I have seen the photograph of Herold, but I do not recognize it as that of this young man. He seemed to be well acquainted throughout the whole country, and I asked his name; he gave it as Henson, and that the wounded man as Tyser or Tyson. I did not hear either of them address the other by the first name.

The only thing that excited my suspicion, on reflecting upon these circumstances was, that after breakfast, when I was about to leave for my farm work, this young man asked me if I had a razor about the house, that his friend desired to take a shave, as perhaps he would feel better. I had noticed that the wounded man had whiskers and a mustache when he came into the house. After dinner, I went to see the patient and although he kept his face partly turned from me, I noticed that he had lost his mustache, but still retained his whiskers. I did not pay sufficient attention to his beard to determine whether it was false or natural.

This young man asked me if I could fix up clumsily some crutches for his friend to hobble along with, and I went down to the old Englishman I had there who had a saw and auger and ^he and I^ made a crude pair of crutches ^out of a piece of plank^ and sent them to him. This young man mentioned the names of several parties in this neighborhood whom he knew; among others, several here in Bryantown. He mentioned being in the store of William Moore; he did not say when. I think he said he knew Bean, who kept store here and he knew very well Ben ^Len^ Robey, Rufus Robey & Major James Thomas, Sr. He inquired the way from my house to Bryantown, although he represented in the morning that they had come from Bryantown. He said he knew Parson Wilmer, who lives at a place called Piney Church. He said also that they had met two persons, a lady and gentleman, walking somewhere near Bryantown that morning and inquired of them the way to my house and that they also met a Negro, but did not state where & that they also inquired of him the way to my place.

I saw only one of the horses, which these men rode to my house. She was a bay mare, moderately long tail, dark mane and tail. I won’t be certain whether she had a star on the forehead or not; she appeared to be a mettlesome, high-spirited animal. I saw her after dinner, between twelve and one o’clock, when this young man and I rode over to my father’s place in order to see if we could get a carriage for the wounded man; but I found that the carriages were all out of repair ^except one^ and we could not get any ^that one^. He then concluded to go to Bryantown for a conveyance to get his friend over as far as his friend’s Mr. Wilmer’s; I then went down to Mr. Hardy’s and was in conversation with him fully an hour when I returned home leisurely, and found the two men were just in the act of leaving. The young man inquired of me the nearest way to Mr. Wilmer’s. I told them there were two ways; one was by the public road, leading by Beantown; the other led across the swamp directly across from me, ^by which they could save a mile^, both are easterly. This road from my house is directly across in a straight line; it is not a public way, but by taking down a fence you can get through. They concluded to take this latter route, and I gave them the necessary directions. I did not see them leave my house. The man on crutches had left the house when I got back and he was some fifty to seventy yards from me when this young man came to me and began to inquire of me the direction. I do not know how or where Booth got a conveyance away from my house; he did not go in a carriage; but he undoubtedly went on horseback.

When they came there in the morning this young man said that one of the horses would not stand without tying and asked that both of them should be put in the stable. He held one of the horses until I returned into the house with the wounded man, when I called a colored boy named Frank Washington and sent him round to take the horses to the stable. I have also a white man named Thomas Davis, who has charge of my horses, and I judge that he saw the horses which were in the stable during Saturday.

I judge that between four and five o’clock on Saturday afternoon they left my house. I do not know where they went; I have not been spoken to by anyone for professional advice in their behalf, since that time, and have not seen either of them since.

It is about four miles across from my house to Parson Wilmer’s, and by the public road it is five miles. I suppose they could go in about an hour or an hour and a half by walking the horses.

I suppose in a day or two swelling would take place in the wounded man’s leg; there was very little tumefaction in the wound, and I could discover crepitation very distinctly. It would be necessary to dress it again in two or three days if it were left in a recumbent posture, but if move at a moderate rate, I do not know as it would aggravate it very much, unless it was struck by something. I do not know much about wounds of that sort; a military surgeon would know more about those things.

Samuel. A. Mudd

Subscribed & sworn before me this 22nd day of April 1865

H. H. Wells

Col. & P.M. Gen. Dep. S. of P.



2 Colonel Henry H. Wells drafted this statement after questioning Mudd in Bryantown on Friday, April 21. Mudd returned to Bryantown the next day (April 22). Wells asked him to read the statement and, if he found no fault with it, to sign and date it, which Mudd did. It differs from Mudd’s earlier voluntary statement (5:226–39) in that Mudd admits to having met with Booth, whom Mudd said was an overnight houseguest.

1 Although Mudd states that he was unable to get a good look at Booth, he gives an accurate description of him in this statement.

(Defendant, 5:226–39)
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Statement of Dr. S. A. Mudd1

I reside in Charles County, Maryland, near Bryantown, about 25 miles from Washington. My house is, I suppose, between 18 & 20 miles from the nearest port on the Potomac River; and about from 60 to 70 miles from the west shore of the Chesapeake. I am a physician by profession, and have been practicing some 9 years, having graduated in 1856, in Baltimore.

I first heard of the assassination of President Lincoln on Saturday afternoon (April 15) about two or three o’clock in the afternoon.

There are two or three physicians beside myself living in that immediate neighborhood. The village in which I live is a very small one, having only some 8 or 10 houses in it.

About 4 o’clock on Saturday morning, the 15th, two persons came to my house, and commenced rapping very loudly at the door. I was very much alarmed at this; fearing it might be somebody who had come there not for any good purpose, and hesitated at first about going down. On their knocking very heavily the second time I aroused my wife, and we conferred with one another a moment as to who should go to the door. She thought she had better go as it might be someone who came there with evil intent. Knowing her nervous nature, however, I deemed it would be better for me to go. I, therefore, concluded to do so. Before opening the door, however, I inquired who was there. They told me two strangers from St. Mary’s Co. who were on their way to Washington; but that the horse of one of them had fallen, and broken the riders leg. Satisfying myself of the correctness of the statement of one of them having received an injury, by going to a window & seeing one of them in distress, I went and opened the door.

I took them into the parlor, and laid the injured man on the sofa, until I could get a light, when I took him upstairs. His friend urged me to attend his leg as soon as possible, as they were very anxious to get to Washington; and, then, it is my impression, he inquired if they could not reach some point on the Potomac, where they could get a boat to Washington.

I examined the injured leg, but did not give it a very thorough examination owing to the parties wanting it attended to in such haste. My examination was sufficiently thorough, however, to enable me to discover that there was one bone broken about two inches above the ankle joint; what we call a “direct fracture”. In setting the limb, having no splinters or anything of that sort at hand, I was compelled to cut up an old bandbox and use it. I do not remember of their having assigned any reason for their great haste other than that they had made an early start, and were anxious to get to Washington as soon as possible.

As regards the personal appearance of these men, one was a very small one. I should call him a well-grown boy. He looked to be about 17 or 18 and to be a boy who had never yet shaved. The other was a man of medium size, with black hair. He had whiskers and also a mustache.

A photograph of Booth was afterwards shown me by a detective, but I did not observe any resemblance between the two men, though I must say that I have very often been shown likeness of intimate friends, and fail to recognize them by their picture. The last man I have described had a black streak down the side of his face.

These men remained at my house until about between 4 & 5 o’clock in the afternoon. I never saw either of the parties before, nor can I conceive who sent them to my house. They themselves gave me no intimation on the subject.

The man whose leg was broken had on a dark suit, but I cannot tell whether he had on pants, coat, & vest of the same material and color, or not. The injured man had very little to say. He had a heavy shawl, which he kept around him; & he seemed to be laboring under considerable nervousness, or pain.

I was at home pretty much all day, and was in the room where they were at short intervals. The reason I took them upstairs was because I had no room downstairs. Including the entry recently built between the house and the kitchen, and the kitchen itself, there are five rooms on the lower floor. There is only one bedroom, however, on the lower floor, which is occupied by myself and wife.

I had very little conversation with these men during the day, though one (the small one) seemed to be quite communicative, and well acquainted throughout the whole neighborhood. Nothing was said by them, leading me to infer that they had been engaged in any such deed as this assassination.

The small one also had on a dark suit, with black hair.

After the injured man had got off his horse, the other asked me if I could not have the two horses stabled, as one of them would not suffer himself to be hitched. I went after the boy, and he held them until the boy came.

I did not see the parties when they left in the afternoon. The smaller, said he would not need anyone to assist him in putting the injured man on the horse as he had before put him on the horse, at the time the horse he broke his leg; so I did not go out.

My family at this time consisted of my wife, four children, a widow lady, and a sister-in-law. There are three working hands on the place; two white, one colored. I think my wife saw them for a short time after dinner, when she went up to know whether they would have anything more, or desired any particular diet. I do not think any others of the family saw them.

They requested me to have a pair of crutches made after I set the leg. When I got two arm-pieces and whittled them as best I could. I afterwards gave them to the old man who works on the farm to put a stick in.

The paid me $25 for my services, which they rather pressed me to accept; I told them a small fee would answer.

Before they left they inquired the way to The Rev. Mr. Wilmer’s, an acquaintance of mine, who resides not far from Beantown. His house is about five miles from mine round the road, and about 4 directly across. I think they took the road across as they inquired for the nearest road. He is regarded by the neighbors as a Union man. I have always called myself a Union man, though I have never voted with the administration party. I have never heard any expression from my neighbors as to what they thought of me in that respect.

I do not think any of my neighbors saw these men at my house. I think I first communicated the fact of these men stopping at my house under these circumstances to Mr. John F. Hardy, and Frances Ferrell. It was on Saturday evening when I did so if my memory serves me right.

This injured man had boots on, but whether he had spurs on or not, I disremember. I had to cut the boot from the injured limb. This boot he left, and it is now in possession of the military authorities.

The names given these parties were; the young man Henson, and the other Tyson or Tyser. There are some Hanson’s down in our neighborhood who are vulgarly called Henson.

I only saw one of these horses. That one was a small bay mare, with a natural tail as far as I could observe. I did not notice any white scars or spots about him. This horse was a very lively one.

The older of these two men I should judge to be 30 or 35 years of age.

I first heard of the assassination of President Lincoln at Bryantown.

The injured man, after having his leg set seemed to suffer a good deal of pain, and said he did not think he would be able to travel on horseback, and desired to get a carriage, buggy or something of the sort in which that he might be enabled to continue his journey. I told him I had nothing of the sort, but that perhaps, he might get an old carriage from my father, and that as I was going to ride out that afternoon, the young man might go over there with me, and see if he could do so. After dinner, the young man ordered the bay mare, and then we rode over to my father’s together. We found my father out, but saw my brother, who was getting his horse ready to go to the Post Office, or church. I asked him if he could lend a carriage? He said the carriage he had was old, & very much out of repair, and unfit to travel in any distance. While I was holding this conversation with my brother this young man stood just behind a horse, in front of the shed where I was engaged in talking.

My brother not being willing to take the responsibility of lending this carriage, the young man said he would go to Bryantown, and endeavor to get a conveyance there. He started off at a pretty fair gallop and I after him. He soon got a good distance ahead of me as his horse was quite a sprightly one while mine was a very dull one. When he had got about a mile and a half beyond my father’s house, he abruptly turned round and came back, meeting me as he did so. He seemed to be engaged in deep thought. As he passed me he observed, “I believe I will get my friend to go to the Rev. Mr. Wilmer’s on horseback.” He, therefore, did not go to Bryantown; at least with me. My object in going there was to purchase some articles, which were needed by the family; and I thought I would at the same time see about some nails that were intended for immediate use. I purchased at Mr. Bean’s some calico & some pepper, for which I paid him. I got back to the house between 4 & 5 o’clock. The two men were just getting ready to start when I got back. It was about 12 o’clock when we had dinner. One of the men, the young one, ate dinner with me. The other one had his dinner sent to him.

I was not where I could see these men mount their horses at the time of their departure. I was down at a point on my place below the swamp. In describing the way to Mr. Wilmer’s, I told them that in going across this swamp there would be but one fence to pull down between that place and the barn, upon arriving at which they would get into the road, which would lead them to the place where they desired to go.

No suspicion was aroused in my mind of anything being wrong with regard to these men. After I had heard of the assassination, and began to have suspicion as to these two men being in some way connected with it, a little circumstance occurred to me as confirmatory of such suspicions which I had not thought of before. It was this: After breakfast the older one asked for a razor and some soap; which he got; and my giving him the crutches which I had prepared, a short time afterward, I noticed that his mustache had disappeared.

The pantaloons of this man were covered with mud in many places, and the appearance of his clothes would in other respects indicate that he had been riding very rapidly.

I mentioned my suspicion of these men, and the circumstance of the mustache being removed, the next morning to a brother physician, a relative of mine, Dr. George Mudd and I think also to Mr. Wm. Mudd and Mr. T. L. Gardiner.

The injured man had a belt with two revolvers in it concealed under his clothing, which I discovered when he got into bed after having his wound dressed. I did not discover whether the other one was armed or not.



1 This statement is known as Mudd’s voluntary statement and was written and signed by him on Friday, April 21. It preceded the statement drafted by Wells and signed by Mudd on Saturday, April 22. See Dr. Samuel Alexander Mudd (Defendant, 5:212–25). On Friday, April 21, Mudd was taken by Lieutenant Alexander Lovett to Bryantown, where Mudd was questioned by Colonel Henry H. Wells. At some point during the interrogation Mudd voluntarily wrote out the following statement, known as Mudd’s “Voluntary Statement.” He fails to mention that he knew Booth, that he had met with him in November 1864, and that Booth stayed at the Mudd house overnight on December 18, 1864. Mudd corrects his omission in his second statement drafted by H. H. Wells.

(Defendant, 2:919–20)

“M” 268 (JAO) 1865

Endorsement: Dear Sir, About three or four months since I was casually introduced to Dr. Mudd, but never having any intimacy, I decline the interview with him. Your Obt. Servt, James E. Morgan Letterhead: War Department Washington City, May 9th 1865

Dr. Morgan

Maryland Ave. nr. Long Bridge, Washington

Sir,

Samuel Mudd, now on trial before a Military commission in this city has expressed a desire to see you in reference to the employment of counsel.1 Please attend to this matter at once. By reporting at this office you can procure a pass.


Very Respectfully

Your Obt. Servant

H. L. Burnett

Brevet Col. & Judge Advocate



1 Attorneys Thomas Ewing Jr. and Frederick Stone represented Samuel Mudd at his trial.

(Defendant, 2:1025–37)2

“E” 315 (JAO) 1865


Evidence

Bryantown Md. April 21, 1865

Dr. S. A. Mudd, residing four miles north of Bryantown, Md. being duly sworn deposes and says:

Last Saturday morning April 15, about four o’clock, two men called at my house and knocked very loudly. I was aroused by the noise, and as it was such an unusual thing for persons to knock loudly, I took the precaution of asking who were there before opening the door. After they had knocked twice more, I opened the door, but before doing so they told me they were two strangers on their way to Washington. That one of their horses had fallen by which one of the men had broken his leg. On opening the door I found two men. One on a horse led by the other man who had tied his horse to a tree nearby. I aided the man in getting off his horse & into the house and laid him on a sofa in my parlor. After getting a light I assisted him getting upstairs where there were two beds, one of which he took. He seemed to be very much injured in the back, & complained very much of it. I did not see his face at all. He seemed to be tremulous and not inclined to talk, and had his cloak thrown around his head & seemed inclined to sleep, as I thought in order to ease himself; every now & then he would groan pretty heavily. I had no proper pasteboard for making splints, and went & got an old bandbox & made one of it, and as he wanted it done hastily, I hurried more than I otherwise would. He wanted me to fix it up anyway, as he said he wanted to get back, or get home and have it done by a regular Physician. I then took a piece of the bandbox & split it in half, doubled it at right angles, took some paste and pasted it into a splint. On examination I found there was a straight fracture of the tibia about two inches above the ankle. My examination was quite short and I did not find the adjoining bone fractured in any way. I do not regard it a peculiarly painful or dangerous wound. There was nothing resembling a compound fracture. I do not suppose I was more than three quarters of an hour in making the examination of the wound & applying the splint. He continued still to suffer and complained of severe pain in the back especially when being moved. In my opinion, pain in the back may arise from riding. I judge that in this case it originated from his fall and also from riding, as he seemed to be prostrated. He sometimes breathed very shortly & as if exhausted. He was a man I should suppose about five feet ten inches high and appeared to be pretty well made; but he had a heavy shawl on all the time. I suppose he would weigh 150 or 160 pounds. His hair was black and seemed to be somewhat inclined to curl. It was worn long. He had a pretty full forehead and his skin was fair. He was very pale when I saw him and appeared as if accustomed to indoor rather than outdoor life. I do not know how to describe his skin exactly, but I should think he might be classed as dark, & his paleness might be attributed to receiving this injury. I did not observe his hand, to see whether it was small or large. I have been shown the photograph of J. Wilkes Booth and I should not think this was the man from any resemblance to the photograph, but from other causes I have every reason to believe he is the man whose leg I dressed as above stated.

In order to examine and operate upon his leg, I had occasion to cut his boot longitudinally in front of the instep. It seems that when he left my house this boot was left behind. Yesterday morning my attention was called to this boot, which is a long top boot. On making an examination of it I find written on the inside, in apparently a German hand, what I take to be “Henry Luz, Maker, 445 Broadway, J. Wilkes”. I did not notice the writing in this boot until my attention was called to it by Lieut. Lovett. (Boot produced and identified by deponent as the one taken from the leg of the wounded man.) I have seen J. Wilkes Booth. I was introduced to him by Mr. J. C. Thompson, a son-in-law of Dr. William Quinn, in November or December last. Mr. Thompson resides with his father-in-law, and his place is about five miles southwesterly from Bryantown, near the lower edge of what is known as Zekiah Swamp. Mr. Thompson told me at the time that Booth was looking out for lands in the neighborhood or in this county, he said he was not very particular where, if he could get such a lot as he wanted, whether it was in Charles, Prince George or St. Mary’s Co; and Booth inquired if I knew any parties in the neighborhood who had any fine horses for sale. I told him there was a neighbor of mine who had some very fine traveling horses, and he said if he thought he could purchase one reasonably, he would do so and ride up to Washington on him instead of riding in the stage. The next morning he rode to my house and staid with me that night, and the next morning he purchased a rather old horse, but a very fine mover, of Mr. George Gardner Sr., who resides but a short distance from my house. I would know the horse if I should see him again. He is a darkish bay horse, not light bay, with tolerably large head and had a defect in one eye. Booth gave eighty dollars for the horse. I have never seen Booth since that time to my knowledge until last Saturday morning. When I assisted the wounded man into my house on Saturday morning last, the other party with him, who appeared to be very youthful, took charge of the horse & said he would keep it and the other one until they could be put in the stable; & the young man came into the house. After setting the wounded man’s leg the best I could for the time, I think I walked around to my farmyard & gave some directions, and when I returned, breakfast was ready, and as this young man was up & knocking about, I asked him to come to breakfast. He did so, but the other man remained upstairs in bed. I did not know who this young man was, but he remarked that he had seen me. He appeared to be a very fast young man and was very talkative. He was about five feet, two or three inches high, I would not be positive as to his height. He had a smooth face and appeared as if he had never been shaved; his hair was black, & I should consider his complexion dark. I did not notice his eyes very particularly. He wore a dark colored business coat. I have seen the photograph of Herold but I do not recognize it as that of this young man. He seemed to be well acquainted throughout the whole country and I asked his name. He gave it as “Henson” and that of the wounded man as “Tyser” or “Tyson”. I did not hear either of them address the other by the first name. The only thing that excited my suspicions, upon reflecting upon these circumstances was that after breakfast, when I was about leaving for my farm work, this young man asked me if I had a razor about the house, that his friend desired to take a shave, as perhaps he would feel better. I had noticed that the wounded man had whiskers and a mustache when he came into the house. After dinner I went to see the patient and although he kept his face partly turned away from me, I noticed that he had lost his mustache but still retained his whiskers. I did not pay sufficient attention to his beard to determine whether it was false or natural. This young man asked me if I could fix up, clumsily, some crutches for his friend to hobble along with, and I went down to the old Englishman I had there, who had a saw and augur, & he and I made a rude pair of crutches out of a piece of plank & sent them to him. This young man mentioned the names of several parties in this neighborhood whom he knew; among others several here in Bryantown. He mentioned being in the store of William Moore. He did not say when. I think he said he knew Bean who kept a store here; & he knew very well Len Roby, Rufus Roby & Major James Thomas Sr. He inquired the way from my house to Bryantown, although he represented in the morning that they had come from Bryantown. He said he knew Parson Wilmer who live at a place called Piney Church. He said also that they had met two persons, a lady & gentleman walking somewhere near Bryantown that morning, & inquired of them the way to my house, & that they also met a Negro but did not state where, & that they also inquired of him the way to my place. I saw only one of the horses which these men rode to my house. She was a bay mare, moderately long tail, dark mane & tail. I won’t be certain whether she had a star in the forehead or not. She appeared to be a mettlesome, high-spirited animal. I saw her after dinner between twelve & one o’clock when this young man & I rode over to my father’s place in order to see if we could get a carriage for the wounded man; but I found that the carriages were all out of repair except one and we could not get that one. He then concluded to go to Bryantown to get a conveyance to get his friend over as far as his friends, Mr. Wilmer. I then went down to Mr. Hardy’s and was in conversation with him fully an hour, when I returned home leisurely and found the two men were just in the act of leaving. The young man inquired of me the nearest way to Mr. Wilmer’s. I told them there were two ways; one was by the public road leading by Beantown; the other led across the swamp directly across from me, by which they could save a mile, both are easterly. This road from my house is directly across in a strait line. It is not a public way, but by taking down a fence you can get through. They concluded to take this latter route and I gave them the necessary directions. I did not see them leave my house. The man on crutches had left the house when I got back, and he was some 50 to 70 yards from me when this young man came to me and began to inquire of me the directions. I do not know how or where Booth got a conveyance away from my house. He did not go in a carriage, but he undoubtedly went on horseback. When they came there in the morning this young man said that one of the horses would not stand without tying & asked that both of them should be put in the stable. He held one of the horses until I returned into the house with the wounded man, when I called a colored boy named Frank Washington, and sent him round to take the horses to the stable. I have also a white man named Thomas Davis who has charge of my horses, and I judge that he saw the horses which were in the stable during Saturday. I judge that between four & five o’clock on Saturday afternoon they left my house. I do not know where they went. I have not been spoken to by anyone for professional advice in their behalf since that time, and have not seen either of them since. It is about four miles across from my house to Parson Wilmer’s, and by the public road it is about five miles. I suppose they could go in about an hour or an hour and a half by walking their horses. I suppose in a day or two swelling would take place in the wounded man’s leg; there was very little tumefaction in the wound, and I could discover crepitation very distinctly. It would be necessary to dress it again in two or three days if it were left in a recumbent posture, but if moved at a moderate rate, I do not know as it would aggravate it very much unless it was struck by something. I do not know much about wounds of that sort; a military surgeon would know more about those things.

(Signed) Samuel A. Mudd

Subscribed & sworn before me this 22nd day of April 1865

H. H. Wells

Col. & P.M. Gen. Def. S. Of P.



2 This statement was the second statement Mudd gave prior to his arrest on April 24. Colonel H. H. Wells drafted the statement based on his interrogation of Mudd on Friday, April 21, in Bryantown, Maryland. This statement also appears in Dr. Samuel Alexander Mudd (Defendant, 5:212–25).

(7:532–40)
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Pardon of Dr. Mudd 18691


Andrew Johnson

President of the United States of America

To all to whom these presents shall come, greetings.

Whereas, on the twenty ninth day of June, in the year 1865, Dr. Samuel A. Mudd was by the judgment of a Military Commission, convened and holden at the City of Washington, in part convicted and in part acquitted of the specification wherein he was inculpated in the charge of the trial of which said Military Commission was so convened and held, and which specification in its principal allegation against him, was and is in the words and figures following, to wit: “And in further prosecution of said conspiracy, the said Samuel A. Mudd did, at Washington City, and within the Military Department and military lines aforesaid, on or before the sixth day of March, A.D. 1865, and on divers other days and times between that day and the twentieth day of April, A.D. 1865, advise, encourage, receive, entertain, harbor and conceal and assist the said John Wilkes Booth, David Herold, Lewis Payne, John H. Surratt, Michael O’Laughlin, George A. Atzerodt, Mary E. Surratt, and Samuel Arnold, and their confederates, with knowledge of the murderous and traitorous conspiracy aforesaid and with intent to aid, abet, and assist them in the execution thereof, and in escaping from justice after the murder of the said Abraham Lincoln, in pursuance of said conspiracy, in manner aforesaid.”

And, whereas upon a consideration and examination of the record of said trial and conviction and of the evidence given at said trial, I am satisfied that the guilt found by the said judgment against the said Samuel A. Mudd was of the receiving, entertaining, harboring and concealing John Wilkes Booth and David E. Herold, with the intent to aid, abet and assist them in escape from justice after the assassination of the late President of the United States, and not of any other or greater participation or complicity in said abominable crime.

And whereas it is represented to me by intelligent and respectable members of the medical profession, that the circumstances of the surgical aid to the escaping assassin and of the imputed concealment of his flight are deserving of a lenient construction as within the obligations of professional duty, and thus inadequate evidence of a guilty sympathy with the crime or the criminal.

And whereas in other respects the evidence imputing such guilty sympathy or purpose of aid in defeat of justice, leaves room for uncertainty as to the true measure and nature of the complicity of the said Samuel A. Mudd in the attempted escape of said assassins; And whereas the sentence imposed by said Military Commission upon the said Samuel A. Mudd was that he be imprisoned at hard labor for life, and the confinement under such sentence was directed be had in the Military Prison at Dry Tortugas, Florida, and the said prisoner has been hitherto, and now is, suffering the infliction of such sentence.

And whereas, upon occasion of the prevalence of yellow fever at that military station, and the death by pestilence of the medical officer of the post, the said Samuel A. Mudd devoted himself to the care and the cure of the sick, and interposed his courage and his skill to save the garrison, otherwise without adequate medical aid, from peril and alarm, and thus, as the officers and men unite in testifying, saved many valuable lives and earned the admiration and the gratitude of all who observed or experienced his generous and faithful service to humanity.

And whereas, the surviving families and friends of the surgeon and other officers who were the victims of pestilence, earnestly present their dying testimony to the conspicuous merit of Dr. Mudd’s conduct and their own sense of obligation to him and Lieut. Zabriskie, and two hundred and ninety-nine noncommissioned officers and privates stationed at the Dry Tortugas have united in presenting to my attention the praiseworthy action of the prisoner and in petitioning for his pardon.

And whereas, the Medical Society of Harford County, Maryland, of which he was an Associate, have petitioned for his pardon, and thirty-nine members of the Senate and House of Representatives of the Congress of the United States have also requested his pardon.

Now therefore, be it known that I, Andrew Johnson, President of the United States of America, in consideration of the premises, divers other good and sufficient reasons me thereunto moving, do hereby grant to the said Dr. Samuel A. Mudd, a full and unconditional pardon.

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto signed my name and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed.

Done at the City of Washington, This eighth day of February, A.D. 1869, and of the Independence of the United States the Ninety third.


Andrew Johnson


By the President

William H. Seward


Secretary of State


Official copy

E. D. Townsend,

Asst. Adjt. General



1 President Andrew Johnson’s pardon, which is often represented as exonerating Mudd of any guilt in Booth’s conspiracy, relieves Mudd of any of the consequences of his conviction, restoring all the rights normally due him as a citizen. At the time of his pardon Mudd’s attorney had filed a writ of habeas corpus seeking his release that had made its way to the U.S. Supreme Court. Because Mudd accepted the president’s pardon, his petition was ruled moot, and the Court’s opinion was never learned.

F-98


Executive Mansion

Washington D.C., Feb. 13, 1869


Sir

I am directed by the President to request that you will please to issue such orders to the Comd’g Officer at the Dry Tortugas, as that there shall be no delay in the release of the prisoner, as set forth in the within pardon. Please to return the within pardon, and an official copy of your orders.


With respect

Your obt. Servt.

Wright Rives,

Bt. Lt. Col. USA

To Hon. J. M. Schofield,

Sec. of War

F-98


War Department

Adjutant General’s Office

Feb. 13, 1869


Commanding Officer

Fort Jefferson,

Dry Tortugas, Fla.

Sir,

The Secretary of War directs that immediately on receipt of the official pardon just issued by the President of the United States in favor of Dr. Samuel A. Mudd, a prisoner now confined at Dry Tortugas, you release the said prisoner from confinement and permit him to go at large where he will.

You will please report the execution of this order and the date of departure of Dr. Mudd from the Dry Tortugas.

I am, Sir, etc.

E. D. Townsend

Asst. Adjutant General

F-98

Headquarters Fort Jefferson, Florida

March 15, 1869

To the Adjutant General, US Army

Washington City, D.C.

General,

I have the honor to report that Samuel A. Mudd in accordance with instructions from A.G. Office dated February 13, 1869, was released from confinement at this post, on receipt of the official pardon of the President of the United States, March 8, 1869.

Dr. Mudd left this post for Key West, Fla. March 11, 1869, on board the US schooner Matchless.1


Very respectfully

Your obt. Servant

Henry J. Hunt,

Lt. Col. 3rd Arty, Bvt major General, USSA


Commanding Post



1 Dr. Mudd arrived home on March 20, 1869, nine days after his release from prison. From the date of his arrest on April 25, 1865, until his release on March 11, 1869, he served a total of three years, ten months, and sixteen days.

(7:539)
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War Department

Adjutant General’s Office

Feb. 13, 1869


Commanding Officer

Fort Jefferson,

Dry Tortugas, Fla.

Sir,

The Secretary of War directs that immediately on receipt of the official pardon just issued by the President of the United States in favor of Dr. Samuel A. Mudd, a prisoner now confined at Dry Tortugas, you release the said prisoner from confinement and permit him to go at large where he will.

You will please report the execution of this order and the date of departure of Dr. Mudd from the Dry Tortugas.

I am, Sir, etc.

E. D. Townsend

Asst. Adjutant General


	F. T. MUNSON	(2:895)


“M” 263 (JAO) 1865

Munson, F. T.

Franklin, Venango Co. Pa.

May 8/65

Hon. James B. Fry, Provost Mar.

Dear sir,

Allow me to call your attention to the enclosed copy of an inscription (A) on a pane of window glass taken out of a window in the McHenry Hotel, Meadville, Pa.,1 after the assassination of our Pres. Abraham Lincoln & as I understand now framed or about to be & shown to travelers who stop at said hotel. I have some friends who are now visiting me to whom it was shown with the remark that one hundred dollars had been offered for it but it could not be had as the time might come when it would be worth $20,000. I see that our government are said to be suppressing the sale of the assassins photographs which is right. Would it not be proper for this memento in question to be put where no mortal eyes ever would behold it again. I need not say to you that loyal hearts feel not only hurt but indignant that such a memento should be thus shown & valued in our midst.


Yours Truly

F. T. Munson,

Franklin, Pa.

Reference Deputy Pro. Marshall Mr. McAlery, Franklin



1 Booth was a guest at the McHenry House in Meadville, Pennsylvania, on June 10 and June 29, 1864. The glass pane was removed from the window in room 22, a room that Booth did not occupy. When and by whom the message was scratched are not known.

(2:896–97)

“M” 263 (JAO) 1865

Copy of inscription on said glass

Abraham Lincoln departed this life Aug 13 1864 by the effects of Poison

No signature but the handwriting is a fax simile of J. Wilkes Booth’s as he entered his name on the resister of the McHenry House some time previous (in April I believe) when he was a guest of said hotel.


	F. MURPHY	(2:958)


“M” 289 (JAO) 1865

Murphy, D. F.

Letterhead: War Department, Washington City, May 10, 1865

Hon. Reverdy Johnson,1


Washington City

Sir,

By direction of Brev. Col. H. L. Burnett, Judge Advocate, I am authorized to say that a letter of which the following is a copy was sent to you yesterday, but on learning that you were not at home was forwarded to Baltimore in the shape of a telegram.

Very Respectfully,

Your obt. Servt

D. F. Murphy



1 Senator Reverdy Johnson, Democrat from Maryland, agreed to represent Mary Surratt.

(2:959–61)
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copy of letter of yesterday


War Department


Washington City

May 9, 1865

Hon. Reverdy Johnson


Washington City

Sir,

Mrs. Mary E. Surratt, now on trial before a Military Commission in this city, has expressed a desire to secure your services as her counsel. By applying at this office you can procure a pass to see her.

Very Respectfully,

Your Obt. Servant

(signed) H. L. Burnett


	EDMOND [EDWARD] MURPHY	(5:240–47, DW, Poore, II:202, II:216, Pitman 229)


“M” R.B. (JAO) P60 1865


Statement of Edmond Murphy

Balt. April 28, 1865

I, with Mike O’Laughlin, J. B. Henderson & J. B. Early, left Baltimore on Thursday the 13th of April, 1865, in the 3.30 PM train for Washington. I was induced to go along with the parties named, at the solicitation of Mr. Henderson, to see the illumination at Washington. We arrived at Washington about 5 o’clock or a little after. We all, on arriving at Washington, went together to Ruhlman’s or Lichau’s Hotel. We took several drinks there. After we had been at Lichau a while, Mike O’Laughlin and J. B. Early went to the National Hotel, while Henderson was getting shaved in a barber shop next to the hotel, and I remained in Lichau’s. After Henderson got through being shaved, we all met together again at Lichau’s. We then started from there, and went to Welsh’s on the Avenue, and all took supper there. After supper, we all started out and went to Lichau’s again, while there, we took drinks, and got in company with Dan Loughran. Mike O’Laughlin All of us then started from Lichau’s, and visited Platz’s Restaurant on the Avenue. I and Mike O’Laughlin left the others of our party and went to Mrs. Smithson’s, on C Street, back of Adams Express Office, to see a sick friend named Hoffman, or Hauptmann. We stayed with him about 15 or 20 minutes. We then left Mrs. Smithson, and passed through Adams Express Office to the Avenue, and joined the others of the party we had left, at Platz’s, took drinks, and all of us went to Lichau’s, and took drinks there also. Started from there, with the intention of seeing how the Treasury Building was arranged, for the illumination. We did not get further than Ninth Street. We then commenced a parley, whether we should go further or not. Henderson and I started back towards Seventh Street, and Louisiana Avenue. The rest of the company followed us. We stopped on the corner of Louisiana Avenue and Seventh Street, in a restaurant kept in the cellar, and there took drinks. We left this place and visited the Canterbury on Louisiana Avenue. We stay there about one and a half hours, looking at the performances. We left the Canterbury and went to Lichau’s, or the Metropolitan Hotel, (I disremember which) after first leaving the Canterbury, both of which places we visited, and Platz’s also, at all of which places we took drinks. During this time, from 10 o’clock when we left the Canterbury, up to 12 o’clock, there had joined us two other men, named Grillet and Giles. Dan Loughran had become intoxicated and ungovernable, and we left him at about 12 o’clock, at Platz’s with Grillet and some other men, and we went to Riddle’s on the corner of Second and C Streets. We stayed here about a half hour. We then left and went to Dubant’s, corner of Sixth Street and Penn Avenue. We here took drinks, and came out, and took a hack and went to the corner of Tenth Street and Penn. Avenue, took drinks, and after visited several places of ill fame, but did not gain admittance, but to one of the places them, which was on the corner of Thirteenth and C Streets, and was not there more than a few minutes,1 came afterwards went to a restaurant on E. near Thirteenth and took drinks, left this place and went to the Metropolitan Hotel, at which place we parted with Giles. We registered our names on the book of the hotel and were given rooms No. 45 and 48, high up in the house. Henderson, Early and I slept in room No. 48, and Mike O’Laughlin slept in room No. 45. We three were woke up at 7 o’clock in the morning of the 14th of April. We then woke up O’Laughlin. We all four went downstairs, and got ourselves shaved, and took drinks. We then left the Hotel, and went to Lichau’s, took several drinks there. We stayed at Lichau’s until about half past 8 o’clock A.M. and then started to Welsh’s to get breakfast. After breakfast, Mike O’Laughlin met his brother and stopped with him a few moments and joined us again on the corner of Ninth Street and Penn. Avenue. We went from there to a Restaurant on E. near Thirteenth St. We there took drinks and went to a house of ill fame in the rear. We stopped in this house about an half hour. We then returned to the same restaurant and again took drinks. We then left and visited another house of ill fame, on C. between 13th and 13 ½ Streets. Stopped here about an hour, left this place and visited a restaurant on the corner of Thirteenth and D Streets and took drinks. After we had got our breakfast, we went to the National Hotel, all except O’Laughlin went to the water closets, and he went upstairs in the Hotel to see a gentleman, I don’t know who it was he went to see. This was previous to Mike O’Laughlin meeting his brother. We waited for O’Laughlin to come downstairs about half an hour. While we were waiting, Henderson ordered some cards to be wrote for himself and while the man was writing them, we went to the Metropolitan and got a drink. We returned to the National and Henderson got his cards, which had been finished. The man wrote for Early a sample card in which he made a mistake. He then wrote another for him, rectifying the mistake. He also wrote a sample card for me. Early, I think, inquired of the clerk of the Hotel which was Booth room. He then took the erroneous card of his, which the writer had made the mistake on, and wrote O’Laughlin’s name on the back of it, and Henderson took one of his cards, and did the same and asked the clerk to have them sent to Booth’s room. The servant returned and said there was no one in the room. We then left the Hotel, and went to Lichau’s, where Mike O’Laughlin joined us in a few minutes. This was between 10 and 11 o’clock. We all took dinner at Welsh’s this day, about one o’clock. After dinner, went to Lichau’s, and after being there about an half hour after dinner, O’Laughlin and Early left Henderson and me at Lichau’s. We did not see them again until about 5 o’clock in the afternoon. We stayed around Lichau’s drinking, until near 8 o’clock. We all started to get supper at Welsh’s, on the way we took drinks at the Metropolitan, and I then left them. I did not see Mike O’Laughlin anymore until the next morning, the 15th of April, 1865 at 8 o’clock, at Lichau’s. Henderson and I were at Lichau’s at the time, but Early was in bed. Henderson asked Mike O’Laughlin and I to go to Welsh’s to get breakfast. I and Henderson went, and O’Laughlin I think went round to Riddle, with John Fuller, who was in Lichau’s at the time. After Henderson and I had got our breakfasts, we returned to Lichau’s, and met Early there. O’Laughlin came in a few moments after. We drank a round there, until it was time to start to the 11 o’clock train for Baltimore. We went to the depot, and got tickets. Henderson and I, prevailed upon O’Laughlin to remain until the 3 o’clock train in the afternoon. We then left the depot and visited Darly & Ragans Liquor store, on the corner of 2nd Street and New Jersey Avenue. We took drinks there. We then walked about and stopped at the Lichau’s. We drank round about Lichau’s, and O’Laughlin and Early left us. Early returned in about an half hour, stating that he left O’Laughlin at Mrs. Smithson, sick and asleep. We continued to stay about Lichau’s, until about two o’clock, when Early went to Mrs. Smithson, to carry some cigars and papers to the sick man Hauptmann. He did not come back to Lichau’s, and Henderson and I were told he and O’Laughlin had left on the 3 o’clock afternoon train, for Baltimore.


Edward Murphy



1 The area where Murphy and his friends caroused was notorious for its houses of prostitution. There were twenty-seven brothels within a five-block area south of Pennsylvania Avenue. The house visited by Murphy was most likely run by Mrs. Louise South.
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W. Hunter

Actg. Secretary


State Department

June 2nd 1865

Hon. E. M. Stanton,


Secretary of War

Sir:

I have the honor to transmit, herewith, for your information, dispatch No. 468 from the Consul General of the US at Frankfort.

I will thank you to return the dispatch to this Department.

I have the honor, to be, Sir,

Your obedient servant,

W. Hunter


Acting Secretary

Consulate general of the United States of America

Frankfort, M. May 11th 1865

Sir;

I have the honor to transmit a copy of the “Gothaisches Tageblatt” a little liberal paper of Thuringian Duchy of Saxe Coburg Gotha, containing notice in reference to George Andrew Atzerodt, who is suspected to have made the attack on the life of the honorable Chief of the Department, and reads, in translation as follows: “In reference to the report of the arrest of George Andrew Atzerodt, we receive the following notice from a friend;

Gotha, 9 May. George Andrew Atzerodt is strongly suspected of the attack on the life of Mr. Seward, the Secretary of State; is very likely a Thuringian, of Seebach near Langensalza. For, according to American papers, Atzerodt has been arrested on the 20th of April last, at the farm of his uncle Richter. Now, as in the year 1844 John Henry Atzerodt, and Frederic Richter, who is married to Atzerodt’s sister, emigrated from Seebach to the United States, it is very likely that George Andrew Atzerodt is a son of John Henry Atzerodt, and a Thuringian by birth.”

I have the honor to be with great respect, Sir, Your most Obdt. Servant

William W. Murphy

US Consul Gen.
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Statement of Robert Murray

April 29th 1865

Statement of Robert Murray, Marshall,

U. S. for the Southern District of New York State

On the night that Atzerodt arrived at the Depot from the Relay house in charge of Gen. E. B. Tyler, I met them there in company with Col. Ingraham. I found the prisoner Atzerodt handcuffed. Gen. Tyler ordered his handcuffs taken off, and I put a pair of our handcuffs on him myself. I happened to pinch Atzerodt when putting the iron on his left hand; and he snapped at me saying “Don’t pinch me”. I told him I would pinch his neck before he was a week older. We then got him into one of Willard’s stages with a sufficient guard of soldiers. I took a seat alongside of Atzerodt. After we had proceeded a little ways I inquired of Atzerodt where he had slept on Friday, the night of the assassination. He replied at the Pa. House. I then inquired “What time did you retire to bed that night?” he replied “at the usual time”. I asked him what was his usual time? He said between ten and eleven. I inquired of him what time he got up in the morning, he replied at five o’clock. I inquired if five o’clock was his usual time of rising, to which he made no answer. We rode on for some distance without either of us speaking. I said then you made a great mistake in having your things in room 126 in the Kirkwood House. He replied he had no things there. Says I, “You lie. You registered your name there”. He said yes, but simply to get a room for a friend. I asked him what is your friend’s name? Says he, “its of no consequence”. The conversation here dropped again and we proceeded some distance. All at once, I turned round to him, and says I, where is Booth? Says he “I have not seen him since Friday night.” “At what hour?” Says he, “It was about six o’clock on the steps of the theater”. I then told him I would have nothing more to do with this thing and backed out of it, and since that time have had nothing more to do with it. I then turned on him very roughly and told him I did not believe that any man had ever been arrested charged with crime in this country that was fouler than he was. I then said “we know as much of your operations during Friday night up to Saturday morning as the almighty does. We know everyone you talked to, everyone you have seen, trace you to every place you have been; got your coat with the contents in the pockets which have been identified by your brother as yours. We have got your pistol and bowie knife. There is not the slightest chance for you, the only chance would be by opening your mouth and revealing to us who the parties were in this conspiracy.” He promised he would do it.


Robert Murray



1 On Sunday, April 16, Atzerodt arrived at the home of his cousin Hartman Richter near the small village of Germantown in Montgomery County, Maryland. Atzerodt was arrested on the morning of April 20 and taken to Relay, Maryland, near Baltimore. From Relay he was taken to Washington, where he was imprisoned aboard the monitor USS Saugus anchored in the Potomac River opposite the Navy Yard.

(2:269–72)
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Robert Murray

Letterhead: Headquarters Department of Washington, Office Provost Marshal General, Defenses North of Potomac

Washington DC April 27 1865

Gen. C. C. Augur

Comdg. Dept. of Washington

Sir,

I have the honor to report to you that on the afternoon of the 25th inst. pursuant to instructions received from the Hon. Sec. of War, I proceeded to Surrattsville in an army ambulance, under escort of Capt. Baker and a detail of the 16th NY Cavalry.

On arriving at Surrattsville I issued orders for the arrest of Dr. Wyvill, Samuel Gwynn, and Walter Griffin. I instituted a search of all the houses on the route before reaching Surrattsville, all of which had been searched previously by various squads of Cavalry. I also searched the house formerly occupied by Mrs. Surratt, and which had also been searched a great many times before, and there discovered three bags of rubbish among which was a quantity of books and papers and letters. I placed the latter in one of the bags and delivered them to Col. Foster, Judge Advocate at Washington.

I learned at Surrattsville that the assassins Booth and Herold had been seen in the swamps near Bryantown and immediately pushed on for that place, searching all the houses on the way, every one of which had been previously searched. There is not therefore a house between the Navy Yard Bridge and Bryantown that has not been searched one or more times. I reached Bryantown at nine o’clock P.M. and remained there until Wednesday afternoon the 26th inst.; I found at Bryantown one Captain Coxe who had been arrested on the orders of Col. H. H. Welles, P. M. G. Defenses South of the Potomac, by officers Sampson and Devoe or the Sub Treasury (NY) Detective Force. Capt. Coxe is charged with having received, harbored and fed J. Wilkes Booth and David C. Herold from eleven o’clock on Saturday night until four o’clock Sunday morning. On consultation with Col. H. H. Welles, I placed Coxe in irons and brought him to this city.1

I also brought with me one Wm. Norton who is said to have been an intimate acquaintance of John H. Surratt and David C. Herold. By request of Col. Welles I left Capt. Bakers command at Bryantown with the exception of a detail of a Corporal and five men who escorted me back to Washington, at which place I arrived on Wednesday night at 9.05.

On my return I was met at “T.B.” by Lt. Blen in command of a detail of Major Day’s command who reported to me with an order from your Head quarters directing him to place himself under my orders and relieve the detail of the 16th NY Cavalry. I endorsed the order on the back and directed Lieut. Blen to proceed to Bryantown and report to Col. Welles. I delivered the prisoners Coxe and Norton into custody of Col. Foster.

All of which is respectfully submitted.


Robert Murray

U. S. Marshal



1 Samuel Cox had provided shelter and food for Booth and Herold and had instructed Thomas Jones to hide them in a pine thicket until it was safe to send them across the Potomac River to Virginia. Although Cox and Jones were arrested, they were eventually released.

(2:273–74)
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Evidence


Robert Murray

March 21, 1865

Office, U. S. Marshal

S. D. of NY New York, March 21st 65

Hon. Charles A. Dana

Asst. Sec. of War

Washington, DC

Sir,

I have the honor to enclose herewith a report made to me by the Detective Officer, whom I sent to Montreal to investigate the matter of Rebel mail carrying, with which one McGilliway or McGilloway was thought to be guilty. I desire to call your particular attention to this report, & especially to those portions relating to placing reliable Detectives on the Routes mentioned by him. I have no doubt that the adoption of such a measure would put an end to the business. I would also call especial attention to that portion of the report relative to the carrying of Rebel mails by women dressed in the disguise of nuns. I regard it as being one of the most adroit modes yet adopted by the Rebels & I believe a faithful detective might discover these persons in almost every instance. The allusion in the report to the careless manner in which baggage is examined by US officers on the cars, is also recommended to your especial attention.

I remain Very Resp.

Your obt. Servt.


Robert Murray

U. S. Marshal

(2:275–81)
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Robert Murray, Esq.

US Marshal S. D. of NY

Sir,

Pursuant to instructions received from you on the 9th inst., I proceeded to Montreal the following day. On the 20th inst., I returned to this city & herewith submit to you the following report of my operations.

I arrived at Montreal on the evening of the 12th inst., & immediately put myself in communication with the Consul Gen. Mr. Potter. Mr. Poore, the detective already there, from whom I obtained much valuable information, & all the assistance they could render me. On the 13th I ascertained the time of departure & arrival of the several mail routes south, viz. New York, Boston and Portland. I also learned that no man by the name of McGilliway or McGilloway had been connected with the mail Dept. for at least 20 years back. Some four years ago a person named McGilvary was employed by the Dept. but has not been so employed since. The mails are conveyed south by three carriers. The agent having the Boston mails in charge is D. Ross, a stout, short, thickset, almost portly man, from 45 to 50 years of age, hair somewhat gray, fair complexion & very pleasant manners. The agent to New York is W. Butler, tall & stout, sandy complexion, hair & whiskers inclines to gray, offhand in manner, about 50 years of age. The agent to Portland is A. Walmsley, tall, rather slim build, very active temperament, nervous & easily excited, very pale face and from 38 to 40 years of age.

Besides these men only one other is employed, this is a man named Murphy who works in the office at Montreal but is familiar with all the routes & takes the place of either carrier who happens to be sick.

It is my opinion that no Rebel mails are carried by English Govt. Agents, outside the regular mail. On my passage up, the train was delayed four hours at St. Albans & was subsequently snowed in some 15 hours between St. Albans & St. Johns. At St. Johns the roads became impassable & I took relays of horses from that point to Montreal. These detentions were of infinite service, as I devoted every moment of the time to the pursuit of my business. I ascertained that a young woman had been in the habit of passing through St. Albans by rail once in two or three weeks who was particularly intimate with the son of Geo. N. Sanders. Deeming it for the interest of the Govt. to know who this party was I instituted inquiries, which led to the following results. The young lady is Miss McGruder, daughter of the Rebel Gen. McGruder. She is about 18 yrs. of age; very fair complexion, sharp eyes, smart & pert in appearance, nervous temperament & active brain. Exceedingly pretty but has a very long nose, which is the most marked feature of her face. Her figure is petite but rather stylish. She wears “rats” in her hair & during the cold season has worn the Canadian Cap, so fashionable in Montreal. She passed through St. Albans on the 1st of March on her way south & had not returned up to the 7th inst. She is intimate with young Sanders, is very modest in appearance & makes no conversation with parties on her route backwards & forwards. This girl undoubtedly carries a Rebel mail, the points justifying this assumption are the regularity of her trips south, her being daughter to a Gen. in the Rebel army, & the fact that directly after her arrival at Montreal news is had from people in the South. I further ascertained that a man by the name of Cameron, was employed by young Sanders to go to Richmond, Va., and procure evidence showing the St. Albans raiders to be in the Military Service of the Insurgents. Young Sanders being the disbursing agent of the funds now in Montreal for the benefit of these prisoners. This man Cameron was detained at St. Albans on his return by missing rail connections & remained overnight at the Tremont House, St. Albans. He was accompanied by another man whose name I could not ascertain, & six women dressed in the garb of nuns. The story they told, was that they were two lay brothers, charged with the safe conduct of these holy sisters to Montreal. The officers at St. Albans, suspected that all was not right, but did not dare institute a search of the persons. Cameron was bold enough to register his name at the Tremont House, relying upon the character he had assumed to protect.

At this time all the evidence he has brought from Richmond, together with other letters & documents for the raiders was secreted among his party & about their persons. Had the officers on duty notified the guard & instituted a search the papers would have been found. As it was the whole party remained overnight at the Hotel & departed the next morning for Montreal unmolested.

The practice of passing up & down the road under the guise of nuns, is one of the latest & most successful measures resorted to by the Rebels for carrying mails. I am therefore convinced that most of the Rebels mail carrying is done by women in this guise.

On the 14th inst., two ladies passed up the New Road from St. Albans by way of St. John’s to Montreal having with them four very heavy trunks. They conducted themselves orderly until after passing the Province line, when they began to express themselves quite freely & made the acquaintance of the Sergeant of the U. S. Guard. They were much pleased at having brought their trunks through without examination & so expressed themselves. On the evening of the 15th, they passed back again with only two trunks exceedingly light. The officers this time made a thorough examination of the trunks & found nothing but a few clothes of trifling value. One of these women is Mrs. Jenny Hallowell, wife of Albert Hallowell of New York. She is short, very plump, fine looking, eyes gray, hair brown, voice loud & musical, free, but ladylike in manner, age rather deceptive, from 22 to 25 years.

The other is Miss Huntley or Hunter, (said to be sister of Mrs. Hallowell) also short, very fleshy, good looking, red cheeks, black eyes, hair nearly black, chin double, age about 21. Both these parties were nicely dressed. Mrs. Hallowell was engaged to be married to a young man belonging to Wheeling Va. who was a Lieut. in the Rebel Army. He was killed at the battle of Cold Spring & she subsequently married Mr. Albert Hallowell of New York. Both expressed great sympathy with the south. Their trunks should have been thoroughly overhauled on the passage up. On the 15th inst., a man named Payne, who now has a brother under arrest at St. Albans charged with being concerned in the recent raid on that town, arrived at the St. Lawrence Hall Montreal, having with him a number of large trunks & valises & several strong boxes, made similar to those used in the transportation of pistols. These boxes were small, but so heavy that two men were required to convey them to Payne’s room, which was No. 32. I learned that Payne had been absent from the Hotel some days, & on his return, he was accompanied by several parties, some of whom had been attached to the Rebel Morgan’s Guerrillas. It further appeared that Payne had been making strenuous efforts to obtain the release of his brother & that failing in this, the most desperate measures would be resorted to, to rescue him from the authorities of Vermont. The gathering of an unusual number of desperate traitors at Montreal; the activity noticeable among their leaders, & the large amount of trunks, boxes & valises, brought to the hotel by Payne, are evidences to my mind that an organization is on foot, for the rescue of the prisoner Payne. I believe that a Detective placed on the route from St. Albans to Montreal, by the way of St. Johns & another on the route from Montreal to Portland, who would be fearless in the discharge of their duties, would stop the business entirely & enable the Govt. to arrest all the important Rebel emissaries now traveling there; Jacob Thompson ex Sec. of the Interior, passed South over the Portland route in the early part of the present month & could have been arrested at Portland had a Detective been placed on the train. The way matters are now managed in the examination of baggage, & the inspection of travelers, renders the entire business a farce & leads to no good results.

All of which is respectfully submitted,

A. B. Newcombe
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President Johnson


Executive Office


Treasury Building

Washington City,

April 25/65

Hon. J. Holt


Judge Advocate General

Sir,

I have the honor to enclose herewith certain papers received by his excellency the President, this morning touching the Booth plot.

Very Resp, Yr. Obt. Servt.

R. B. Mussey

Col.



N
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Henry C. Naill, Capt.

Letterhead: Office U.S. Military Telegraph, War Department, The following telegram received at Washington 8 AM April 28, 1865, From Frederick Md.

April 27, 1865

H. S. Olcott

Special Com

War Dept.

A man was arrested April fifteenth (15) 1865, between Hoods Mills & Westminster but he did not answer either description of the President’s murderers.

Henry C. Naill,

Capt. & P.M.
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Neale, Chas.

Treasury Department

April 18th 1865

Sir,

The bearer, Danl. Laughran is employed in this department and is a thorough loyal man.

Any statement he may have to make can be relied upon.1

Very Respectfully

Chas. Neale

Supt. of Plate Printing

Gen. Augur

Military Governor, etc.



1 Loughran claimed that he spent the evening of April 14 with O’Laughlen and two other men (DW, Poore II:205, Pitman 230).
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Nelson, M. A.

Letterhead: War Dept., Washington City May 10th 1865

Col. Burnett,

We came in hopes of seeing you this morning as we were unable to see you on yesterday. Enclosed please find the application you suggested. We will call again tomorrow & if in your power to assist us in any way towards an interview with our unfortunate brother, we sincerely solicit your kindness. Accept our thanks for your past kindness & assurances of our profound regard. Respectfully M. A. Nelson 1 Mary A. (Herold) Nelson was the older sister of David Herold. Mrs. Nelson and several other of Herold’s sisters were granted permission to visit their brother in prison. They were also granted permission to bring him food such as soft crackers, strawberries, and butter.
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M. A. Nelson & C. J. Herold

Washington DC

May 9th 1865

Hon. E. M. Stanton

We have the honor to request that we may be furnished with passes to visit our brother, David E. Herold & allowed the privilege of conveying to him a few articles of underclothing which he may need. We are the only ones who can make this appeal in his behalf. Be pleased to grant our requests if possible & accept our grateful thanks. We have the honor to remain most respectfully, M. A. Nelson

E. I. Herold
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A. Neuville

City Point Va.

April 22nd 1865

8:45 A.M.

Dear little wife,

I arrived here only a few minutes ago. The boat I came on was a day overtime on the road. The river was so foggy we had to anchor for 2 nights. I have not yet found my regiment and until then I cannot do anything. I will write to you as soon as I find it, dear baby. I must close my letter for I want this note to leave with the 10 o’clock boat. Write to me all the news since I left. Give my regards to Fanny.

Yours as Ever

A. Neuville

Address

A. Neuville

Care of QM M. Van Bosch

15th NY Arty Vols.

1st Brig, 2nd Div., 8 A Corps
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Nevins, Col. Wm. R.

New York, May 4, 1865

Honorable Edwin M. Stanton, Secretary of War

Respected Sir,

I am glad to see in this morning’s paper His Excellency’s Proclamation, for the arrest of the assassination and traitors. Jefferson Davis, Jacob Thompson, Sanders & others connected in the conspiracy.

I am personally acquainted with Jefferson Davis, and with John C. Breckinridge, his Secretary of War.1 If you will give me a permit, and transportation to go through the Southern States, to New Orleans, I think I can effect his arrest. For if I see any of them it is no matter how they are dressed, I will know them.

I am very respectfully, your most obedient servant

Col. Wm. R. Nevins

89 Third Avenue, New York

Please to answer.



1 Breckinridge was appointed secretary of war in February 1865.

(3:48–51, PW, Poore II:277, Pitman 144)
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Nevins, Col. Wm. R.

New York, May 25, 1865

Honorable Judge Holt, of the military commission Washington,

Dear Sir,

Yours of the 24 inst., is at hand. In reply to your question, on the 12th of April last, a man with a black coat, and black pantaloons, came into the passage leading into the dining room of the Kirkwood House, in Washington.

As I was returning from dinner, I met him in the passage; he asked me if I knew the Vice President’s room, and if I knew President Johnston. I said to him that he was at his dinner. He is a man about 5 feet 6 inches, darkish complexion, looked to be a laboring man, or countryman. The pass which I received from the War Department to go to Richmond being the date of the 12th April last, makes me remember the day, as above said.

I think that I will know the man if I see him among your prisoners. Very Respectfully, your obt.

Col. Wm. R. Nevins

89 3rd Ave. New York

“N” (2:801)
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Figure 13. Advertising card from Nevins Bakery.
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Nevins, Wm. R.

Honorable Judge Advocate Holt

Of the Military Commission Washington, DC

My dear sir, I am of opinion that I can arrest Messrs. (Sanders) and Thompson, with your permission at Niagara Falls, as the exhibition is going on there; the rope walker.

I will know these men among a thousand, just as I know the intended murder of President Johnson, in your court.

Please to inform me if my services is required.

Very Respectfully

Yours truly,

Colonel Wm. R. Nevins

89 3rd Avenue, New York

June 17th 65


NEW YORK EXELSIOR BAKERY CALLING CARD
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Figure 14. Advertising card from Exelsior Bakery.
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Washington May 13, 1865

Report of A. B. Newcombe, Serg’t U. S. Marshal, S. D. NY

Kirkwood House, Washington D.C.

May 13th 1865

Brevet. Col. H. L. Burnett

Judge Advocate, War Dept.

Washington D. C.

Colonel,

I have the honor to report that in pursuance of a telegram from you dated the 8th inst. and sent by order of the Sec’y of War, I proceeded to Boston in search of Wm. E. Wheeler. I found Wheeler on Galloups Island, Boston Harbor, on the eve of being mustered out of service.

Col. Hendrickson, Post Commandant, turned him over to me, on my presenting your order and giving the usual receipt for his body. He directed me, in returning Wheeler, to deliver him to Major Clark of Boston, who would have his descriptive list and muster him out.

I brought Wheeler to New York and reported to Major Gen. John A. Dix who furnished transportation for self and man to Washington.

Mrs. G. B. Payne, wife of Geo. B. Payne, now confined at Police Headquarters in New York, was at the Headquarters of Gen. Dix soliciting the discharge of her husband. Gen. Dix informed her the charges against her husband had been proven to be without foundation, but that he could not release him as he was now held under an order from the Sec’y of War. After consultation with Maj. Bolles, Judge Advocate Dept. of the East, Gen. Dix recommended Mrs. Payne to come to Washington in my care and have an interview with you, taking with her such memoranda as she might have on hand to show that no relationship existed between her husband and Lewis Payne.1 Gen. Dix remarked that from his own investigations and that of the Police Authorities of New York, he believed there was not family identity between the two.

On the afternoon of the 11th I took Mrs. Payne and Wheeler in charge and left with them for Washington, arriving at 6 A.M. of the 12th. At nine A.M. reported with the parties to you at the War Dept. At 10:30 A.M. took Wheeler to the court convened to try the assassins of the President and Sec’y of State; subsequently took him to the Kirkwood House.

I respectfully await your further orders.

I have the honor to remain

Very Respectfully Your Obdt Svnt

A. B. Newcombe

Sec’y U. S. Marshal

S.D.N.Y.



1 Lewis Powell used several aliases including Reverend Wood, Reverend Paine, and Lewis Payne. Powell had boarded at the home of Dr. Alban S. Payne of Fauquier County, Virginia, while serving with Mosby’s Rangers in the late fall of 1864. When arrested on April 17, 1865, Powell had on him a copy of his Oath of Allegiance on which he had signed his name as “L. Paine.”

(2:731–33)
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Newcombe, A. B.

Letterhead: Headquarters Department of Washington, Office Provost Marshal General, Defenses North of Potomac, Washington D. C. April 28th 1865

H. L. Burnett, U.S.A.

Judge Advocate, War Department, Washington DC

Colonel,

I have the honor to report to you that, pursuant to instructions received from the Hon. Sec. of War, I proceeded to the Navy Yard this afternoon at 4 o’clock, in company with Maj. Eckert, USA and Robert Murray, Marshal of the U. S. for the Southern Dist. Of New York, for the purpose of identifying the prisoner Payne.

The prisoner is not identical with the party of the same name, alluded to in my report to the War Dept. under date of March 20th 1865, but so nearly resembles him as to make me confident that he is his brother.

There are six brothers in the family. One is now confined in New York City, and has been identified as one of the St. Albans raiders. A second is the one mentioned in my report of the 20th of March. The third is the prisoner now on board the Monitor. The three others have concerned in various filibustering expeditions and for some years previous to the Rebellion were in South America. I have no positive knowledge of their whereabouts at present. The family are all stalwart, muscular men, standing from five feet eleven and a half inches to six feet two inches in height; the latter measurement being the stature of the one in Montreal, C. E. and are men of intelligence and great daring. As near as I can learn the family originated in Kentucky.

I have the honor to remain,

Very Respectfully,

Your Obt. Svt.

A. B. Newcombe

Sec. U. S. Marshal

S D of NY

(2:275–81)
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Robert Murray, Esq.

US Marshal S. D. of NY

Sir,

Pursuant to instructions received from you on the 9th inst., I proceeded to Montreal the following day. On the 20th inst., I returned to this city & herewith submit to you the following report of my operations.

I arrived at Montreal on the evening of the 12th inst., & immediately put myself in communication with the Consul Gen. Mr. Potter. Mr. Poore, the detective already there, from whom I obtained much valuable information, & all the assistance they could render me. On the 13th I ascertained the time of departure & arrival of the several mail routes south, viz. New York, Boston and Portland. I also learned that no man by the name of McGilliway or McGilloway had been connected with the mail Dept. for at least 20 years back. Some four years ago a person named McGilvary was employed by the Dept. but has not been so employed since. The mails are conveyed south by three carriers. The agent having the Boston mails in charge is D. Ross, a stout, short, thickset, almost portly man, from 45 to 50 years of age, hair somewhat gray, fair complexion & very pleasant manners. The agent to New York is W. Butler, tall & stout, sandy complexion, hair & whiskers inclines to gray, offhand in manner, about 50 years of age. The agent to Portland is A. Walmsley, tall, rather slim build, very active temperament, nervous & easily excited, very pale face and from 38 to 40 years of age.1

Besides these men only one other is employed, this is a man named Murphy who works in the office at Montreal but is familiar with all the routes & takes the place of either carrier who happens to be sick.

It is my opinion that no Rebel mails are carried by English Govt. Agents, outside the regular mail. On my passage up, the train was delayed four hours at St. Albans & was subsequently snowed in some 15 hours between St. Albans & St. Johns. At St. Johns the roads became impassable & I took relays of horses from that point to Montreal. These detentions were of infinite service, as I devoted every moment of the time to the pursuit of my business. I ascertained that a young woman had been in the habit of passing through St. Albans by rail once in two or three weeks who was particularly intimate with the son of Geo. N. Sanders. Deeming it for the interest of the Govt. to know who this party was I instituted inquiries, which led to the following results. The young lady is Miss McGruder, daughter of the Rebel Gen. McGruder. She is about 18 yrs. of age; very fair complexion, sharp eyes, smart & pert in appearance, nervous temperament & active brain. Exceedingly pretty but has a very long nose, which is the most marked feature of her face. Her figure is petite but rather stylish. She wears “rats” in her hair & during the cold season has worn the Canadian Cap, so fashionable in Montreal. She passed through St. Albans on the 1st of March on her way south & had not returned up to the 7th inst. She is intimate with young Sanders, is very modest in appearance & makes no conversation with parties on her route backwards & forwards. This girl undoubtedly carries a Rebel mail, the points justifying this assumption are the regularity of her trips south, her being daughter to a Gen. in the Rebel army, & the fact that directly after her arrival at Montreal news is had from people in the South. I further ascertained that a man by the name of Cameron, was employed by young Sanders to go to Richmond, Va., and procure evidence showing the St. Albans raiders to be in the Military Service of the Insurgents.1 Young Sanders being the disbursing agent of the funds now in Montreal for the benefit of these prisoners. This man Cameron was detained at St. Albans on his return by missing rail connections & remained overnight at the Tremont House, St. Albans. He was accompanied by another man whose name I could not ascertain, & six women dressed in the garb of nuns. The story they told, was that they were two lay brothers, chartered with the safe conduct of these holy sisters to Montreal. The officers at St. Albans, suspected that all was not right, but did not dare institute a search of the persons. Cameron was bold enough to register his name at the Tremont House, relying upon the character he had assumed to protect.

At this time all the evidence he has brought from Richmond, together with other letters & documents for the raiders was secreted among his party & about their persons. Had the officers on duty notified the guard & instituted a search the papers would have been found. As it was the whole party remained overnight at the Hotel & departed the next morning for Montreal unmolested.

The practice of passing up & down the road under the guise of nuns, is one of the latest & most successful measures resorted to by the Rebels for carrying mails. I am therefore convinced that most of the Rebels mail carrying is done by women in this garb.

On the 14th inst., two ladies passed up the New Road from St. Albans by way of St. John’s to Montreal having with them four very heavy trunks. They conducted themselves orderly until after passing the Province line, when they began to express themselves quite freely & made the acquaintance of the Sergeant of the U. S. Guard. They were much pleased at having brought their trunks through without examination & so expressed themselves. On the evening of the 15th, they passed back again with only two trunks exceedingly light. The officers this time made a thorough examination of the trunks & found nothing but a few clothes of trifling value. One of these women is Mrs. Jenny Hallowell, wife of Albert Hallowell of New York. She is short, very plump, fine looking, eyes gray, hair brown, voice loud & musical, free, but ladylike in manner, age rather deceptive, from 22 to 25 years.

The other is Miss Huntley or Hunter, (said to be sister of Mrs. Hallowell) also short, very fleshy, good looking, red cheeks, black eyes, hair nearly black, chin double, age about 21. Both these parties were nicely dressed. Mrs. Hallowell was engaged to be married to a young man belonging to Wheeling Va. who was a Lieut. in the Rebel Army. He was killed at the battle of Cold Spring & she subsequently married Mr. Albert Hallowell of New York. Both expressed great sympathy with the south. Their trunks should have been thoroughly overhauled on the passage up. On the 15th inst., a man named Payne, who now has a brother under arrest at St. Albans charged with being concerned in the recent raid on that town, arrived at the St. Lawrence Hall Montreal, having with him a number of large trunks & valises & several strong boxes, made similar to those used in the transportation of pistols. These boxes were small, but so heavy that two men were required to convey them to Payne’s room, which was No. 132. I learned that Payne had been absent from the Hotel some days, & on his return, he was accompanied by several parties, some of whom had been attached to the Rebel Morgan’s Guerrillas. It further appeared that Payne had been making strenuous efforts to obtain the release of his brother & that failing in this, the most desperate measures would be resorted to, to rescue him from the authorities in Vermont. The gathering of an unusual number of desperate traitors at Montreal; the activity noticed among their leaders, & the large amount of trunks, boxes & valises, brought to the hotel by Payne, are evidences to my mind that an organization is on foot, for the rescue of the prisoner Payne. I believe that a Detective placed on the route from St. Albans to Montreal, by the way of St. Johns & another on the route from Montreal to Portland, who would be fearless in the discharge of their duties, would stop the business entirely & enable the Govt. to arrest all the important Rebel emissaries now traveling there; Jacob Thompson ex Sec. of the Interior, passed South over the Portland route in the early part of the present month & could have been arrested at Portland had a Detective been placed on the train. The way matters are now managed in the examination of baggage, & the inspection of travelers, renders the entire business a farce & leads to no good results.

All of which is respectfully submitted,

A. B. Newcombe



1 The Confederacy maintained an effective way for transporting various documents between Richmond and Canada and points in between by using its own agents as mail couriers and also by using the U.S. Postal Service. The routes running between Richmond and Washington were called mail lines and were serviced by an effective number of agents living in southern Maryland.

1 “Young Sanders” is Lewis Sanders, the twenty-one-year-old son of George N. Sanders. “Cameron” is, in all probability, Stephen F. Cameron, an Episcopal minister who worked as a Confederate agent.
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Newcombe, A. B.

Letterhead: U. S. Marshal’s Office, Southern District of New York May 3rd, 1865

Col. H. L. Burnett

Judge Advocate War Dept.

Colonel,

I have the honor to inform you that in accordance with verbal instructions received from you while in Washington I am looking up the connection or relationship between the Prisoner Payne now in custody in Washington, and the one charged with being in the St. Albans raid.1 I shall be prepared to make a more definite report on Friday or Saturday of the present week. The family resemblance is striking, and I am now striving to obtain the legal proof that they are brothers. I proceed to Boston, Mass, this evening for that purpose. Not having any written order from you or the Dept. I cannot obtain transportation, and shall pay the expenses myself, making a bill of them subsequently. Should this meet your approval I respectfully request such an order to pursue the investigation as well furnish me transportation or afford me a voucher for actual expenses. Should I find a person able, of their own positive knowledge to show the parties to be brothers, I shall bring them at once to Washington.

I have the honor to remain,

Very Respectfully

Your obt Servt

A. B. Newcombe

Sec’y U.S. Marshal

41 Chamber St. NY



1 Lewis Powell used the alias Lewis Payne (Paine) following his parole in January 1865. He was not among the prisoners held in Canada nor those indicted by a grand jury in St. Albans. In any case, Lewis Powell, alias Lewis Payne, was not involved in the St. Albans raid.
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Letterhead: Headquarters, Middle Department, 8th Army Corps, Office Provost Marshal, Baltimore April 24th 1865

Mr. L. P. D. Newman, 4 miles Stone Hookstown Road

In the month of September, 1864, Samuel B. Arnold was employed with me in threshing grain. On or about the 9th, 10th or 12th of that month Arnold recd. a letter which he said contained some money. I saw some money & the letter when he opened it; he asked me to read the letter. I don’t know that I read all of it, but I know that I could not understand it’s meaning although it appeared to be written by an intelligent person. I did not notice the postmark. I asked him the meaning of some part of the letter which I do not distinctly remember now but I know he replied that I would find out bye and bye.

L. P. D. Newman

Sworn and subscribed to before me on this 24th day of April 1865. H. B. Smith (2:927–28)
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Evidence

Statement of L. P. D. Newman, Baltimore, May 16, 1865

On or about the 12th day of September last, say between the 9th and 12th, I was threshing at Mr. Julius Graham’s farm, on the Reisterstown Road. Samuel B. Arnold was employed as one of the hands. While there, Arnold received a letter, I think delivered to him by his brother William. He broke the seal in my presence, read it and remarked he was flush, handed me the letter to read. I read about a page, the letter may have filled three sides of a note sheet, and was ambiguous, exceedingly so, had either a fifty or a twenty dollar note enclosed, and spoke about business, but what kind, I could not tell or understand. I asked what it meant. He replied you will know all about it some of these days through the newspapers. My recollection is that the letter was either dated Washington or New York.

L. P. D. Newman

Witness, J. L. McPhail
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Newspaper clipping

Ford’s Theater “Honor to our soldiers” a gay and patriotic song and chorus has been written by Mr. H. B. Phillips and will be sung this evening by the entire company to do honor to Lieutenant General Grant and President Lincoln and lady, who visit the theater in compliment to Miss Laura Keene, whose benefit and last appearance are appointed in the bill of the day. The music of the above song is composed by Prof. W. Withers, Jr.

The President determined not to disappoint the people, and with Mrs. Lincoln, prepared to visit the theater. Before leaving the White House, the Hon. Schuyler Colfax and Mr. Ashmun called upon the President, who wrote for the latter gentleman the following lines, the last words ever written by our lamented Chief Magistrate: Allow Mr. Ashmun and friend to come to me at nine A.M. tomorrow. A. Lincoln April 14, 18651

Immediately afterwards, the President and Mrs. Lincoln entered their carriage, bade the gentlemen goodbye, and were driven to the residence of Senator Harris. Here they were joined by Miss Harris and Major Rathbone, of Albany, stepson of the Senator. On reaching the theater, the party entered one of the upper private boxes, where they sat for an hour or more enjoying the performances, unconscious of danger. While the President sat looking towards the stage, laughing quietly at some droll episode in the play, a man abruptly entered the private box, where he was confronted by Major Rathbone, who demanded the cause of this intrusion.1 The assassin made no reply, but pushing the Major aside, rushed towards the President, at whose head he discharged a pistol, and then sprung upon the balustrade of the private box. As he turned towards Mr. Lincoln, he endeavored to strike the President with a dagger. The blow was received by Major Rathbone, who sprang forward to protect the President. The murderer then jumped upon the stage, where he exhibited his dagger, exclaiming, “Sic Semper Tyrannis” “the South is avenged” and then rapidly ran across to one of the side exits. But one man in the audience (J. B. Stewart, Esq., a lawyer of this city) had sufficient presence of mind to jump upon the stage and follow the villain. Before this gentleman could force his way through the crowd of actors (now terrified by the screams of Mrs. Lincoln and the confusion in the house) the murderer had left the building and mounting a horse in the alleyway, fled. Miss Harris is confident that the same man who fired at the President, came to the door of the box and looked in about an hour before the murder, but this circumstance was looked upon by the occupants as merely the pardonable curiosity of someone who wished to obtain a closer view of Mr. Lincoln.2 Mrs. Lincoln remembers but little more than the sight of a man leaving the box, and at first supposed her husband had fallen upon the stage. She leaned over the balustrade a moment and then looked towards the chair Mr. Lincoln occupied. She saw his head droop over upon his breast and then, for the first time, discovered what had occurred. The scene of confusion that transpired is more easily imagined than described. A rush was made by most of the audience for the doors. Others crowded around the President. As soon as the proper arrangements could be made, Mr. Lincoln was carried into the house of Mrs. Peterson, on Tenth Street, where he was laid upon a bed hastily prepared for his reception. The Surgeon General and other physicians were immediately summoned and every effort made to restore him to consciousness. An examination of his wounds so clearly indicated their fatal character that no hope could be given that his life would be spared.



1 The lines written by Lincoln actually read “Allow Mr. Ashmun & friend to come in at 9. A.M. tomorrow. April 14. 1865. A. Lincoln.”

1 Rathbone did not grapple with Booth until after Booth shot Lincoln.

2 Two other individuals did enter the box earlier in the evening, but Booth did not.
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Partial newspaper clipping

Posed at the time that it was either a mistake or the exercise of an impertinent curiosity. The circumstance attracted no particular attention at the time. Upon his entering the box again Major Rathbone arose and asked the intruder his business. He rushed past the Major without making a reply, and placing his pistol close to the back of the Presidents head, actually in contact with it, fired, and instantly sprang upon the cushioned baluster of the box, when he made a backward plunge with his knife, aimed at the face or breast of Mr. Lincoln. Major Rathbone, springing forward to protect the President, received the stab in his arm. The murderer then jumped upon the stage and affected his escape.

Mrs. Lincoln’s Statement,

The rapidity with which the fiendish act was committed upon the President was astounding. Mrs. Lincoln saw the form of a person go down from the box and [rest of clipping missing].
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Evidence

A newspaper extract stating that letter has been intercepted in the handwriting of Junius Booth & signed simply “Jun” advising Young Booth to give up the “oil” business now that Richmond has been captured.

Headline: Intercepted Letter to Wilkes Booth

A letter received at Ford’s theater, directed to J. Wilkes Booth, has been handed to the police. It is in the handwriting of Junius Brutus Booth, and is simply signed “Jun.” The writer speaks significantly of the oil business, and advises young Booth to abandon it now that Richmond has been given up and Lee has surrendered, as his friends believe it will not be profitable.1 A postscript signed “Allee” is appended, giving Booth similar advice.



1 Prosecutors Bingham and Holt believed that Booth used his oil interests as a code name for the assassination. Hence, anyone who was a partner of Booth or corresponded with him on the subject of “oil” was a suspect.
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Newspaper clippings enclosed with letter

Mr. Surratt, of Maryland, is believed to be the man who visited Mr. Seward’s house.2 The best data that can be obtained shows that there were not over five or ten minutes difference between the time of the assault on the President and Mr. Seward, showing that it was not done by the same person.

THE MURDER OF THE PRESIDENT ANNOUNCED TO HIS BOY.

The murder of the President was at once announced at Grover’s theater. Little Tad Lincoln was in attendance there, and the moment that he heard the statement he seemed to go almost crazy, shrieked and sobbed in heartrending manner. The poor boy was taken to the White House, and was soon quieted when it was ascertained that his father was still alive.

The person who made the attack on Secretary Seward and his family was supposed to be John Surratt, of Prince George County, Md. It is believed that Mr. Stanton was to have been one of the victims. He had intended accompanying President Lincoln, but absented himself to attend to business. Two gentlemen who called at this house to inform him of the condition of Mr. Lincoln, met a man in the vicinity of the Stanton’s house, who moved rapidly away when accosted.

Day before yesterday Booth called upon the treasurer of Grover’s theater (Mr. Hess), and asked him if he intended to illuminate that night. Mr. Hess replied that we should not until Friday night; he considered that the proper day. “Well,” said Booth, “why don’t you put on some new and exciting play for Friday evening, and invite the President and other officials, and get up a sensation?”

THE ASSASSINATION

But a moment before the attack was made, the President was leaning forward, resting his head on his hand in his accustomed careless way, his eyes bent upon the stage, and enjoying a hearty laugh. A noise was heard and the form of a person descended from the box occupied by the President. With one leap he planted himself upon the stage and assumed a tragical posture, flourished a dagger, turned and faced the audience, shouting “Sic Semper Tyrannis!” also “The South is Avenged!” in a tone sufficiently distinct to be heard in all parts of the theater. The audience, of course, were shocked and dumbfounded. The suddenness of the affair and the melodramatic manner in which the desperado went through his performance gave to the whole thing the appearance of being part of the play. As quick as a flash, he disappeared at the rear of the stage, followed by J. B. Stewart, a lawyer of this city, who only missed him by about four feet, as the door was closed by the assassin in Stewart’s face. The delay in getting it open again gave him a few seconds start, and he made his escape.

STATEMENT OF MISS HARRIS

Miss Harris, who was in the box with the President makes the following statement:1

Nearly one hour before the commission of the deed the assassin came to the door of the box, and looked in to make a survey of the position of its occupants. It appeared [unreadable]

THE ASSASSINATION OF MR. SEWARD

Simultaneously with the tragic events at Ford’s theater, and, as near as can be ascertained, at the precise moment another fiend entered the house of Secretary Seward, after some parleying with the servants, and it seems there dealt out his blows in all directions. Some six or seven persons who were in attendance upon the family during the night have made their positive statements of the manner in which the assault was made here, but no two of them agree. It is well established that he applied at Seward’s residence as the pretended bearer of a prescription of medicine. Having succeeded in evading the servant at the door he rushed to Seward’s chamber, but was confronted by Fred Seward, when he had quite a parley for a moment about the medicine, which he had been directed to deliver in person. Finding that he could not succeed in this way he made an attack upon Fred Seward. The desperado was a large and powerful man. He was determined to enter the bedchamber, and drew his pistol and snapped it twice, but did not succeed in discharging it. He struck Seward upon the head with such force that it not only felled him to the floor and crushed his skull in two or three places, but also breaking the pistol, separating the chamber from the barrel. He then immediately rushed into the room and applied his knife to Secretary Seward, who was lying prostrate in bed. It is evident, from the wounds, that he tried to cut the Secretary’s throat. He succeeded in inflicting severe gashes upon the face, laying open both cheeks; but his blows were partially warded off by the bedclothes about the Secretary’s neck and by the additional fact that Mr. Seward rolled out upon the floor. A soldier by this time had entered the room and sprang upon the assassin’s back.1 He stabbed the soldier in the side and succeeded in breaking away, and, after wounding Major Seward, another son of the Secretary, and an attendant, succeeded in making his escape from the house, mounted his horse, and rode away, shouting “Sic Semper Tyrannis” as he sprang into the saddle.



2 Lewis Powell, not John Surratt, attacked Seward. Surratt was in Elmira, New York, at the time.

1 Clara Harris, daughter of Senator Ira Harris of New York, was both the stepsister and fiancée of Henry Rathbone.

1 Private George Foster Robinson had been assigned as a nurse to help care for Secretary of State William Seward.
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Newspaper clipping:

The Mistress of Booth—Ella Turner, the reputed mistress of J. Wilkes Booth, the assassin of the President once lived in Petersburg, and subsequently in Richmond, since the war, and then made her way north. Her right name is Starr,2 and she is a native of Baltimore. Her sister, at whose house in Washington she attempted suicide, married a printer, and moved to Petersburg, where the conjugal relation was dissolved, and the two sisters, traveling about for a while from Petersburg to Richmond, finally returned to Washington—Richmond Whig, 22nd.



2 Ellen Starr (alias Ella Turner, Fannie Harrison) was a Baltimore prostitute and paramour of John
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When the delegation from Philadelphia was here recently to ask for condemned cannon to make a statue of Gen. Meade, the party visited Gen. Dunn, at his office, and saw the relics he has there connected with the assassination of Mr. Lincoln. Miss McHenry told Gen. Dunn of one of interest she had, and yesterday Mr. Cox, who was also of the party, presented this to the Judge Advocate General, it having been sent him by Miss McHenry with the following explanatory letter: 114 S. 22nd St. Philadelphia, Dec, 23, 1879

Wm. McKee Dunn, Judge Advocate General,

Washington, DC

Dear Sir, Herewith is a relic which may prove an acceptable addition to your collection, relative to the assassination of President Lincoln. In August, 1864,1 Mr. J. Wilkes Booth registered as a guest at the McHenry House, Meadville, Pennsylvania. He was there on the 1st of that month. After his departure, it was found that he had, with a diamond, inscribed on the pane of a window of his bedroom the following: Abe Lincoln

Departed this Life Aug. 13th 1864,

By the effects of

Poison

The glass remained in the window undisturbed until the country was shocked by the murder of Mr. Lincoln on the 14th of April, 1865. A few days after that event, Mr. R. M. N. Taylor,2 proprietor of the McHenry House, cut the pane from the window, framed it over a backing of black velvet, framed with it the autograph of Mr. Booth, which Mr. Taylor cut from the hotel register, and sent the whole to me, just as it now is. I received it towards the end of April, 1865 and have had it in my possession ever since. I believe the inscription is genuine, and the history as above given is true.

I am respectfully yours, Mary McHenry

It is believed that Booth must have known of some attempt premeditated, if not actually made, to poison Mr. Lincoln August 13, 1864 and supposed that it had been successful.



1 Booth was not a guest at the McHenry House on August 13, 1864. He was at his brother Edwin’s house in New York suffering from a serious infectious disease known as erysipelas.

2 Taylor was the manager of the McHenry House in Meadville, Pennsylvania, where Booth stayed on June 10 and 29 while tending to his oil investment. A window (not in the room Booth stayed in) contained a pane of glass with the following inscription cut into it: “Abe Lincoln departed this life Aug 13th 1864 by the effects of Poison.” There is no evidence that the writing was made by Booth, and most historians believe that the pane of glass was not inscribed by Booth.
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Newspaper clipping from Whig Press, Middletown NY, April 19, 1865

An important Inquiry.

Was the assassination of President Lincoln the result of a diabolical plot known to many in the loyal states?

The writer of this on last Friday, at half past 2 o’clock, was informed that the President was shot, and it was currently so reported in the village of Pine Bush, in the town of Crawford, before 12 o’clock, M. of that day. Where did this report come from?

Was it predicated upon a knowledge of what was to be done? Did some of the sons of Belial, alias the “Sons of Liberty” let the matter out rather prematurely? Does it not evidence a wide-spread conspiracy with men at the North implicated therein? Was there not a deep and a devilish meaning to the asseverations of some men among us, that Mr. Lincoln would never be President of the whole United States? And is not the Copperhead press, which has assailed our late President with an unfailing stream of malignant falsehood and defamatory names as tyrant, imbecile and usurper—in fact educated their readers to a malignant hatred of him—in some measure responsible for the deeds of their pupils?
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The famous Dresden Resolution (clipping Nashville, Sept. 29)

TENNESSEE

Charges and Specifications against Etheridge—The famous Dresden Resolutions-Extracts from Letters and Speeches Special Correspondence of the Cincinnati Gazette

Nashville, Sept. 29

The following are the charges and specifications prepared against Emerson Etheridge, whose trial before a Court Martial begins on Monday next, at Columbus, Ky. I believe the text of the Dresden resolutions has never been published before. It furnishes a powerful justification of the course of the Government in laying the strong hand upon this mischievous and pestiferous Copperhead.

The Judge Advocate of the Court is Major Collin Ford, 100th USCT

Charge I Encouraging resistance to the enforcement of laws.

Specification 1st. In this, that on or about the 1st day of July, 1865, at the town of Dresden, Weakly County Tennessee, Emerson Etheridge, citizen of the State of Tennessee, was present at a public assembly, and acted and united with other disloyal men in publishing and adopting the following treasonable and incendiary resolutions, to-wit: “And whereas, during the early part of the present year, 1865, a few desperate political and pecuniary adventurers, (meaning thereby the loyal and lawfully constituted Constitutional Convention of the State of Tennessee) assembled mainly from the military camps in and out of the state of Tennessee, met in the city of Nashville, and inside the fortifications which had been erected by the Federal Government professedly for the purpose of maintaining and enforcing the laws; and whereas said persons so assembled, fraudulently, and without the knowledge or consent of Nineteen-twentieths of the people of said state, then and there proceeded to subvert and abolish the most important provisions of the Constitution of said State (including the main provisions of the Bill of Rights which are “excepted out to the general powers of government”); and whereas Wm. G. Brownlow, since that time, has usurped the office of Governor of said State, and certain other persons have usurped the places of Senators and Representatives in the Legislature, and claiming to be the General Assembly of said State, have declared themselves “a permanent body until October, 1867” although the Constitution and laws of said state in full force for more than thirty years, provide for an election for Governor and a Legislature, the first Thursday in August, 1865; and whereas said Legislature have promulgated certain illegal, unconstitutional, revolutionary and despotic decrees in the form of statutory laws, and its members are now boasting that they can successfully invoke the military power of the United States to enforce these pretended laws upon the loyal people of the state, without their consent, in opposition to their wishes and in palpable violation of the laws of the United Stated and of the State of Tennessee, therefore, Resolved: That the persons composing said self constituted Convention and Legislature and said Brownlow, in the judgment of the Union men composing this meeting, are scarcely less treasonable, revolutionary and lawless than were the original authors and instigators of the rebellion; and that should the Federal Government use the army placed under its control for the sole purpose of suppressing the rebellion in aid of the schemes of these usurpers who have thus attempted the overthrow of the Constitution and laws of the State, then, and in that event, the Federal Government will have met a bold rebellion by a cowardly usurpation, and will have sanctified the reason of the rebels by the dastardly despotism inaugurated by itself.”

The said Emerson Etheridge and his disloyal associates thereby endeavoring to bring reproach upon the State and National Governments, to create among the people a rebellious and revolutionary spirit, and to incite them to armed resistance to the enforcement of the laws.

Specification 2nd. In this, that, at the time and place herein below written, Emerson Etheridge, citizen of the State of Tennessee, did write and forward a communication, of which the following is an extract, to wit: “Dresden, Tenn. June 28, 1865

To E. Hale, Esq., Union City

These things alone (law, order, etc. etc.) can bring us old fashioned Fourth of July; and when that period does come, we will, I am sure, be much happier than we now are, with no law but force, and no semblance of civil government, State or Federal, but usurpation enforced by the bayonets of Negroes.

Very truly yours,

Emerson Etheridge”

Charge II Inciting Sedition and Insurrection

Specification 1st—In this, that Emerson Etheridge, citizen of Tennessee, when addressing a large assembly of citizens at Trenton, Tennessee, on the 3rd day of July, 1865, made use of incendiary and inflammatory language, in words substantially as follows, to wit: “The Negroes are no more free than they were forty years ago; and if anyone goes about the country telling them that they are free, shoot him; and these Negro troops commanded by low and degraded white men, going through the country, ought to be shot down.”

The said Etheridge thereby publicly inciting and urging the people to armed resistance to law, to renewed acts of hostility against the Government, and attempting to bring disgrace upon the National Army.

Specification 3rd—In this, that Emerson Etheridge, citizen, while violently haranguing a large public assembly at Trenton, Tennessee, July 3rd, 1865, made use of language in substance as follows: “Jeff Davis is a mean man, but I can prove that Brownlow and Johnson (meaning thereby W. G. Brownlow, the Honorable Governor of Tennessee, and His excellency Andrew Johnson, President of the United States) are still meaner than he is, Judas sold his master for thirty pieces of silver, but Johnson has sold himself for greenbacks, and Lincoln (meaning there by the late President of the Untied States) has deceived me and lied to me.”

The said Etheridge thus attempting to incited the people of Tennessee to reinaugurate revolution and bloodshed, endeavoring to hold up to infamy the Chief Magistrate of the State and Nation, and even insulting the revered memory of Abraham Lincoln, the late lamented President.

G. P. Thruston

Brevet Lieut. Col. Judge Advocate Military Division, Tennessee
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Pittsburgh

The Daily Commercial

Wednesday April 26, 1865

J. Wilkes Booth to Pittsburgh before and after the assassination of President Lincoln; He is accompanied by W. W. McGregger, of Washington County; the facts laid before the Mayor.

A man registered his name at the “Red Lion Hotel” in this city, on the 3rd day April1 as “J. Wilkes Booth, Washington,” destination “Canada” In company with the stranger, and seemingly intimate with him, was a Mr. W. W. McGregor, a resident of Cross Creek, Washington county, who registered his name, but did not give his destination, only saying that he was on his way to Canada. It is alleged that McGregor is the same individual who organized a company some months since, not for the purpose of crushing out the rebellion, but of resisting the draft, but whose efforts in that line was frustrated by the prompt measures of the Provost Marshal. It is further stated, on what is deemed good authority, that the same individual who registered his name at the Red Lion Hotel on the 3rd of April as J. Wilkes Booth, was in the city since the assassination of the President and stopped at the same house for some hours, during which he slept upon a lounge in the sitting room and left for no one knows whither.

On Wednesday, the 12th inst., as appears by the hotel register, W. W. McGregor again stopped at the “Red Lion” and registered his name as coming from Niagara Falls. It will thus be seen that nine days elapsed from the time he and Booth were in the city together until his return. The inference is therefore strong that the two went to Canada together and probably returned in company, and proceeded direct to Washington to consummate the hellish deed of assassinating the President.

It may be asked why the man who registered his name as J. W. Booth was not arrested on his appearance at the hotel after the assassination. In answer, it may be stated that the recollection of his having been at the house had passed from the mind of the proprietor and his clerk, and was not recalled until yesterday, when the latter was shown a likeness of Booth which he at once identified as the same person who had stopped overnight some days previous, in company with McGregor, and on examination of the register, the names of the two parties were found on the third instant, as before stated. It is proper to state that the entries in the register are both in the handwriting of McGregor.

It is barely possible that the person who stopped at the Red Lion Hotel on the night referred to was not the J. Wilkes Booth who is charged with assassinating the President, but the fact of his being in company with McGregor, a person of notorious secession sympathies, and of his residence as Washington and destination Canada, would seem to point to him as the person. If McGregor is now in Washington County, he could possibly throw some light upon the subject, which he should do, as everything connected with the movements of Booth, both before and after the assassination are of deep interest.

As soon as the proprietor of the Red Lion was made aware of the facts he laid them before the Mayor, but what action that official has taken or will institute we are unadvised.



1 Booth was in New York at his brother Edwin’s house on April 3.


	NEWSPAPER CLIPPING, PORT TOBACCO TIMES	(7:614–21)


F-110

Port Tobacco Times for March 30, 1865

Note: Nothing of note is found in this paper and probably its value consists in the fact that it was found in the neighborhood where Booth & Herold had been concealed with the name of the party to whom it belonged inscribed on the wrapper—Simonton This paper was found on the Beantown road, about 30 rods from the road on the opposite side from the Swamp. It was addressed to A. W. Gardiner [Newspaper not transcribed.]


	NEW YORK EXCELSIOR BAKERY	(3:812–13)


“N” 614 (JAO) 1865

two sides1



1 See figure 14 (New York Exelsior Bakery Calling Card).


	W. A. NICHOLS	(7:599–601)


F-106

Special Orders 211 and 216 of 1865

War

Department Adjt General’s Office

Washington, May 6, 1865

Special orders, No. 211 (extract)

4. A Military Commission is hereby appointed to meet at Washington, District of Columbia, on Monday, the 8th day of May, 1865, at 9 o’clock AM or as soon thereafter as practicable, for the trial of David E. Herold, George A. Atzerodt, Lewis Payne, Michael O’Laughlin, Edward Spangler, Samuel Arnold, Mary E. Surratt, Samuel A. Mudd, and such other prisoners as may be brought before it implicated in the murder of the late President, Abraham Lincoln, and the attempted assassination of the Honorable William H. Seward, Secretary of State, and in an alleged conspiracy to assassinate other officers of the Federal Government at Washington City, and their aiders and abettors.

Detail for the court.2

Major General David Hunter, US Volunteers

Major General Lewis Wallace, US Volunteers

Brevet Major General August V. Kantz, US Volunteers

Brigadier General Albion P. Howe, US Volunteers

Brigadier General Robert S. Foster, US Volunteers Brevet Brigadier General Cyrus B. Comstock, US Volunteers

Brigadier General T. M. Harris, US Volunteers

Brevet Colonel Horace Porter, Aide-de-Camp

Lieutenant Colonel David R. Clendenin, Eighth Illinois Cavalry Brigadier General Joseph Holt, Judge Advocate General US Army is appointed the Judge Advocate and Recorder of the Commission to be aided by such assistant of Special Judge Advocate as he may designate.

The commission will sit without regard to hours.

By order of the President of the United States

(signed) W. A. Nichols

Assistant Adjutant General



2 Brevet Brigadier General James A. Ekin and Brevet Colonel Charles H. Tomkins (see 7:602) replaced Comstock and Porter.


	CAPTAIN C. G. NORRIS	(6:55)


Headquarters Department of Washington      22nd Army Corps

Washington, D. C., April 1865

Capt. C. G. Norris

Will proceed immediately and arrest and send to these headquarters John D. Reamer & others

By command of C. G. Auger

Maj. Gen. Comd’g

H. H. Wells

Col. & Pro. Mar.


	MARCUS P. NORTON	(3:354–56)


“N” 485 (JAO) 1865

Norton, Marcus P.1

National Hotel,

Washington DC

June 10th 1865

H. L. Burnett

Bvt. Col. & Judge Advocate

My Dear Sir, Your note of this morning is at hand. In reply I have to say that the following named gentlemen, now at Troy, NY, would be competent witnesses in relation to the matter you name, to wit, Jacob Shavor,2 Willis Humiston, & William E. Hagan. I would like to have these three witnesses because they will not only prove the statements made by Burden & Olin wholly false, but will give you my exact standing in Troy in relation to my profession. Quarrels with Burden, etc. etc.

I have two gentlemen here which I think would be well to subpoena. Their names are as follows, to wit, Samuel P. Bell & Osgood. I will have these men at court at two o’clock today. Our list will then be as follows, to wit: Jacob Shavor

Willis Humiston

Wm. E. Hagan

Samuel P. Bell

J. S. Osgood

Wm. Olin was running for Congress in my district in 1860. I took the “stump” against him and for my brother Democrats. I was perhaps somewhat severe upon him. He became personally angry with me and retaliated in words. Subsequently he ran again for Congress and came to my office and made arrangements with me to aid in carrying the “hard shell” forces for him, which was done and he was elected by a small majority. Our party divided on Douglass and Breckinridge, the traitor, I told him then that it was about as bitter a pill to swallow in voting for him as it would be for his opponent. Subsequently he became so very unpopular in the district as to fail even in getting the nomination. His law business had completely run out and he was obliged to ask President Lincoln to give him a place. We were never friends. He was attorney to counsel for Burden and has always done everything in his power to injure. He is vindictive so is Burden his former client. I have the honor to remain Your Obt. Servt.

Marcus P. Norton



1 Norton testified as a prosecution witness against Samuel Mudd (PW, Poore III:195, 439, Pitman 149, 150, 177, 227).

2 Jacob Shaver testified as a character witness on behalf of Marcus P. Norton (PW, Poore III:527, Pitman 219).


	WILLIAM NORTON	(6:308–10)


“N” R.B. (JAO) P82 1865

Washington April 26th 1865

Wm. Norton

Wm. Norton, barkeeper for Mr. J. C. Thompson at TB Prince George’s County Md. states:1

I have known Jno. H. Surratt about one year. I last saw him four weeks ago at TB; He came on the regular stage from Charlotte Hall and took dinner at our place and went on to Washington in the same stage. He had a gray suit on. The coat was lighter in color and material than the pants. He paid for what he then received, also his fare and an old debit of two dollars and fifty-five cents.

I know Herold. I first saw him acting as clerk at a public sale last winter. I last saw him the first day of April 1865. He was dressed in black, with a Kossuth hat, and thin dress boots. He came in a buggy in which he had two doublebarreled shotguns, one loaded and two carbines not loaded. He also had a dirk and a revolver. He staid at the house overnight; Placed the guns and carbines behind the bar; took the revolver and dirk to his room. He said if Surratt and one other man should come during the night, I must awaken him before I let them in. They did not come. He said he was going on with them if they came.

I know Atzerodt. I saw him last about two weeks ago. He came to TB to sell a horse. He did not sell it. He did not stay over twenty minutes. He had on a reddish earth colored coat and pants, coarse grain leather long legged boots in which, the ends of his pants were thrust. I never had any personal acquaintance with Atzerodt.

William Norton

Norton identified a carbine show him by Col. Olcott as one of those Herold had with him in TB on the night of the first of April. Recognizing it by peculiarities about the stock.



1 John Thompson operated a tavern and inn a few miles south of Surrattsville in the village of TB, also known as Teebee.


	JOHN HENRY NOTHEY1	(4:411–12, DW, Surratt, Poore II:250, Pitman 126)


“N” R.B. (JAO) P31 1865

Statement of John Henry Nothey

John Henry Nothey lives four miles from Surrattsville. I saw Mrs. Mary E. Surratt on Monday before murder of President at Lloyds Hotel, I think Lloyd was not there at the time I was there, do not know when Mrs. Surratt came, nor how long she stayed, nor whether Lloyd saw her that day or not. I was next there on Friday of the murder the 14th of April. Heard her say nothing at any time to Lloyd or any one else about the murder. I don’t know who brought her there.

his

John Henry X Nothey

Mark



1 Nothey owed an unspecified sum of money to Mary Surratt. On both April 11 and April 14 Mary Surratt traveled from Washington to the Surratt Tavern in Surrattsville, her lawyers said, to try to collect the money Nothey owed her. It was at the time of these two visits that John Lloyd claimed she told him to have the carbines and other items ready, as they would be picked up very soon.





O


	MAJOR JAMES R. O’BEIRNE1	(5:422–23)


“O” R.B. (JAO) P69 1865

O’Beirne, Jas. R.

Maj. W: Regt V.R.R.

& Actg. P.M. Dist. of Col.

June 12th 1865

Brig. Gen. James B. Fry


Provost Marshal General US

General:

I have the honor to transmit herewith papers in case of B. F. Ficklin,2 also to state that I am informed at the first breaking out of the rebellion he was one of the loudest talking secessionists at the Kirkwood House in this city.

He was obliged to leave Montgomery Ala. on account of killing a man there. I respectfully ask for instructions as to what disposition shall be made of him.

I am, General Very Respectfully,


Your Obedient Servant

Jas. R. O’Beirne

Maj. 22nd Regt. V. R. C. and

Acting Provost Marshal D. C.



1 O’Beirne was provost marshal in Washington.

2 Ficklin was arrested by O’Beirne on April 16 and held in Old Capitol Prison. O’Beirne believed that Ficklin had a part in Lincoln’s assassination based on his finding that Ficklin had been in contact with George Atzerodt and had stayed at the Kirkwood House on April 14.

(5:424–35)
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May 16th 1865

Office of Major O’Beirne

Statement of Benjamin F. Ficklin in reply to interrogations by Mr. Jones.

I was born in Abemarle, Alexandria Co. Va. Previous to Dec. 1860 I had been west, at Salt Lake and other places, connected with express cos. During the winter of 1860 and 1, up to the 4th of March I was between Washington and Richmond and had business in both places. In R. my business was to get a charter from the Express Co. I left Washington & went to Richmond March 5th 1861. The mail route was then uninterrupted & so continued up to April following. At Richmond I was appointed Quartermaster for the State of Virginia with the rank of Major which position I held for two or three months. When my term of office expired by reason of an act of the legislation of the State. As soon as I could settle up my Qr. Mr. Accounts I went to Europe in Oct 1861. I went from Savannah to Europe on the Steamer Bermuda. Landed at Havre in France, which I left Monday and arrived in Southampton Tuesday night and went to London that night. I went there entirely on my own book. The Sec. of Treasury, Mr. Messinger, sent me an order to purchase some stationery etc. for the Rebel Govt., which I gave to a firm there by the name of Wm. N. Browne & Co. This I did gratuitously. In London I bought an interest in a steamer named Reachit for which I paid $7,000. Don’t know what proportion that was of the value of the ship. Had not made any trips when she was lost at sea. When lost she was laden with salt, drugs & dry goods. I had about $7,000 in that vessel and cargo. Did not know who my co-owners in the vessel were. Gave the money to a person there to invest whose name I do not wish to give and whose receipt I have for the $7,000. He was an Englishman and Gov. agt. of the Rebel Govt. I was not then running the blockade. I made his acquaintance through a friend of mine there. I never knew or heard of him until I went there and was introduced by this friend of mine who knew him well. I did not go there as an agent for the Rebel Govt. nor transact any business for it except the purchase of the stationary and also some envelopes for the P. O. Dept. I stayed in London all the time save ten days I was in Paris. I arrived in London the latter part of Nov. Left Richmond some time in Oct. waited at Savannah some 2 weeks for the steamer, then had a long passage over. Left Europe about April 1862. First went to Nassau, remained one day & took steamer Nassau to Wilmington, NC. Left it May 29 & went to Richmond where I remained out of employment a month or two & then went to Europe again in Sept. 1862.

Went from Wilmington to Nassau, then to Havana, then to Southampton. Went for purpose of buying a whole steamer with money of my own. Mr. M. Secretary of the Rebel Treasury wanted me to make a purchase of some stationery etc. I told him I could not because I was going to buy a steamer for myself. He then said that if I would make such purchase he would grant me the privilege of purchasing a vessel from the Govt. on advantageous terms. Accordingly such arrangements were made but the matter was subsequently taken out of my hands & put into the hands of a Mr. Wilkinson, who made such purchases. I went over to England with him and we bought the said stationery. Soon we had a disagreement and I returned alone to Richmond through Canada & the N. States, going from Baltimore City & not passing through Washington & arrived in Richmond in January 1863 where I remained until the following July or Aug. While in Europe this 2nd time I only purchased said stationery and transacted no business for myself. While in Richmond this time I was mostly engaged quarreling with the Confederate Authorities about this steamer & urging my claim. I went to Pres. Davis & he decided in favor of Wilkinson so I went again to Europe in July or August to bring another steamer. Went from Wilmington & took no order from the Govt. Went to Bermuda, Halifax, then Liverpool on the Canada Line. I went solely to get out of the Confederacy & purchase a steamer to run the blockade but could not find any suitable one to purchase & so chartered the steamer “Daro” with which I came across & she was burned in S.C. I had nothing on her but the owners had sundry goods. The owners were in Richmond and were in the importing and exporting business. This was about the 8th of January 1864. I remained south until I arrived in Washington on the first of April 1865. From January 1862 to March 1865 I was engaged in the blockade running business. Shipping cotton to Europe via Nassau, partly on my own office and partly on office of others. There were only 2 cargoes that I had control of; I was also agent for the State of Virginia for shipping rice & corn to Richmond. Before going South in 1861 I had been away 3 or 4 years & owned property there perhaps to amount of $4,000 but owned no property in the loyal states. I had money besides so that when the war began I was worth some $20,000 or $40,000, which was all available except the real estate in the south. The position of Q. M. in the south paid me about $170 per mo., which was paid in 80 notes, probably 10 per cent discount in gold & when I went to Europe in Oct., they were 15 per cent dis’c’t. At that time I had not sold my property in the south. On my first trip to Europe I took about $10,000, which was money that I had actually loaned. My purpose in going north in April 1865 was to get out of the Confederacy and I wanted to get a permit to ship cotton north under the Regulations of the US Treasury & I also brought some papers to Mrs. Helm, sister to Mrs. Lincoln, in relation to some property she had in the south. I expected to meet with success until I arrived here when I gave up the idea. I decline how much cotton I have. There was then no cotton in Richmond. Mrs. Helm was allowed by Gen. Grant to get her cotton out. Col. Browning, ex senator from Ill. a friend of Mrs. Lincoln; Mrs. Helms papers I had were addressed to the care of Gen. Singleton & I delivered them to him at Mr. Whitney’s on Capitol Hill & he went with me to Col. Browning’s. I had met Gen. Singleton in Richmond and also in Quincy Ill. Where I met him before going south in 1861 where I had a conversation with him at the Spotswood House & casually told him I was going to visit Washington & was going to get a permit to get my cotton out of the south & desired his kindness to assist me. Crossed the lower Potomac in coming to W. from R., but do not wish to tell at what point I crossed because I don’t wish to get others into trouble. I crossed in the night & got a man to come down to the river with me. We tried to cover up our tracks so as to leave no information. I came through with a stranger whose name I forget & whom I met accidentally & whose business I do not know, as we were both afraid of each other. He gave me his address, which I have lost. I stopped at 553 N. J. Ave. near the Capitol. I only slept there and boarded elsewhere.

(He requested the privilege of making a statement in regard to his being in Washington) I claim no favors from the U. S. Govt. as I have been a rebel.

My sympathies, education and friends were in the south etc. etc. etc. (the substance of what he said was the same as related to Lt. on a previous day as per my report -K-) The day after the assassination some of my friends advised me to keep off from the street on account of the excitement. I suggested that it would be better for me to report to the Provost Marshal but Mr. Browning thought it was unnecessary (here he discloses his visit to NY City as per former statement. K) Met no one in W. who had any connection with the rebel Govt. nor whom I know to be rebel sympathizers. In crossing the river below I came very near direct to W. only stopped a couple of hours at one place which I decline to name. I had letters to Brown Brothers & Co. of NY City. Never done any business for them in Liverpool. Never met anyone at 553 N. J. Ave. who had anything to do with the assassination. Don’t know who recommended me to 553. I saw Geo. Sanders while I was in London. Can’t recollect any conversation I ever had with him. I know Clement C. Clay as having seen him in Washington as Senator before the war. Saw Mr. Mason while in London & also saw Mr. Slidell once in Paris, called at his house there on Sunday morning & had a conversation with his wife & daughters. I never held any office under the Southern Govt. Never met Beverly Tucker in London but have a street acquaintance with him made in Richmond during the first year of the war. Am some acquainted with Baltimore. Know W. W. Glenn & John Glenn. Don’t know Harry Gilmore. On my first trip spoken of to New York I stopped overnight in Baltimore at a hotel near catholic church off to the left as you go to the depot, in the direction of Barnes, very near the end of Charles St. Stopped overnight to kill time. Called on Glenn’s family who live on the street that runs out from the monument, on the right hand side of the street going north. Don’t know John H. Surratt. Never was in that house nor in Surrattsville to my knowledge. Was never in the rebel army. Don’t recollect of taking the oath of allegiance to the rebel Govt. nor to the Federal Govt. Never had any engagements with the ordnance Dept. of Richmond. Have often been solicited to take contracts but did not.

The Glen family was the only party I went to see in Baltimore; Saw there Mrs. Glenn, W. Glenn & mother, three of his sisters; Also saw Dr. Buckley who looks to be 40 years of age. Am not willing to tell the nature of the conversation with him.


True Copy

Jas. R. O’Beirne

Maj. 22 Regt V.R.C.

Pro Mar D. C.

(5:436–40)
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Office Commissioner of Enrollment Dist. Of Columbia

Washington May 22nd 1865

Maj. James R. O’Beirne


Acting Provost Marshal


District of Columbia

Major,

In compliance with your request I have the honor to make herewith a statement of the result of my examination of B. F. Ficklin, together with irresistible impressions formed upon my mind during the conducting of that examination.

On Tuesday, 16th inst. I had the prisoner B. F. Ficklin brought into my private office and with the assistance of Phonographic1 reporter Kingsley, proceeded to examine him with a view to warrant the suspicions in implicating said Ficklin in the conspiracy which was to crush by assassination the distinguished heads of our National Government. I found the prisoner very reticent, not to say moody and sullen, occasionally giving answers freely to questions, but only to such as were unimportant and non compromising; his statement however discloses the fact that Ficklin has been engaged for the past three years in running the blockade with cotton which was carried to Europe via Wilmington NC and returned with stores for the rebels. At sundry times, he was engaged, by the Rebel Government, in the purchase of stationery in Europe for the Rebel Treasury & I think State Department. During the last year he met a certain Gen’l. Singleton in Richmond (whom he avers to have met in the west once before) & with whom he had some conversation respecting Treasury permits to bring cotton from the states in rebellion and to Gen. Singleton he communicated his intention of returning very shortly after the interview to the loyal states for the purpose of obtaining from the Treasury a permit to bring cotton through without taking the oath of allegiance. Ficklin declined to answer any question as to Gen. Singleton’s having interest either directly or indirectly in the matter. This declension on his part argues to me from knowledge of the man that Gen. Singleton had an interest in this and perhaps all the cotton etc. which was intended to be brought through the lines on Treasury permits. However this may be, Ficklin shortly afterwards came through our lines clandestinely from the Rebel States and forthwith proceeded to the residence of Gen. Singleton through whom he expected to obtain permission to bring his cotton (as well as some ostensibly belonging to Mrs. Helm,2 a sister-in-law of the late President Lincoln) from the rebel states. General Singleton then went with Ficklin to the residence of ex-Senator Browning of Illinois when a programme was devised by which this cotton could be gotten through. Singleton and Browning then waited upon the President. This was on the evening of the 14th ultimo. President Lincoln, being engaged in preparations to attend the performances at Ford’s Theater, promised to consummate the matter at 8 o’clock on the morning of the 15th inst. by giving the necessary permits etc. The events of that night are too vivid and familiar in our memory not to see how their matter was thwarted and consequently this grand cotton speculation fell to the ground. It is very plain to my mind (although I have no positive evidence on which to predicate my impressions except from my natural perception and the evasive and non-committed manner of the prisoner) that this party Browning, Singleton & Ficklin had embarked in an immense cotton speculation by which the country was to be humiliated by concession to rebels in arms for the aggrandizement of a party two of whom had given it but truckling support in the maintenance of its life and integrity and the other the malignant resistance of an uncompromising rebel; The whole to be consummated over the head and ostensibly for the benefit of this Mrs. Helm, sister-in-law of the late President Lincoln.

It was only frustrated by the lamentable death of the President.


Very Respectfully


Your Obedient Servant

H. Alex Jones


Commissioner of Board of Enrollment

Dist. Of Columbia



1 A form of shorthand invented by Isaac Pitman and widely used during the nineteenth century.

2 Mary Todd Lincoln’s younger sister, married to Confederate general Ben Hardin Helm.

(2:523–24)
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O’Beirne, Jas. R.

Letterhead: Office of Provost Marshal and Board of Enrollment of the District of Columbia, Washington D. C. May 2, 1865

Col. Burnett,


Judge Advocate

Colonel,

In accordance with verbal instructions received from the Hon. Secretary of War, I have the honor to forward herewith, as per annexed inventory, articles found in Room No. 126, Kirkwood House on the floor above the room occupied by His Excellency, the President, Hon. Andrew Johnson on the morning of April 15th, 1865. I also enclose statement of Mr. John Lee, of the Detective force connected with this office, in connection therewith.1

I am Colonel, Very Respectfully


Your Obt Servant

Jas. R. O’Beirne

Maj. 22nd Regt. V. R. C and Prov. Mar. DC



1 Room 126 had been registered to George A. Atzerodt on the morning of April 14. The items found in the room by detective John Lee linked Atzerodt to Booth and Booth to Montreal.

(2:525–27)

“O” 135 (JAO) 1865

Inventory of Articles found in Room No. 126, Kirkwood House, Washington on the morning of April 15th 1865

No. 1  One Black Coat—sleeves lined with red

No. 2  One Colts Cavalry Pistol, 6 chambers loaded and capped.

No. 3  One Bowie Knife, blade 12 inches long, 1-¼ inches wide, 1/8 thick No. 4  One bankbook of J. Wilkes Booth with credit of $455 in Ontario Bank No. 5  One Brass Spur

No. 6  One copy of Perrine’s map of Southern States

No. 7  One white pocket-handkerchief marked “Mary R. E. Booth”

No. 8  One white Pocket-handkerchief marked “H” supposed to mean “Herold”

No. 9  One white pocket-handkerchief marked “F. M. Nelson”1

No. 10  One red silk pocket-handkerchief

No. 11  One box Colts pistol cartridges Cal. 44

No. 12    "    "    "    "    "

No. 13    "    "    "    "    "

No. 14  One pair gray socks

No. 15  One piece licorice

No. 16  One linen collar No. 15

No. 17  One paper Collar No. 16

No. 18  One mutilated copy of “Evening Star” of April 11th 1865

No. 19  One toothbrush

No. 20  One pair gauntlets

No. 21  One plain envelope franked by J. Conness.2

Jas. R. O’Beirne

Maj. 22 Regt. V. R. C.

Pro. Mar. DC



1 F. M. Nelson is Frederick Massena Nelson, David Herold’s brother-in-law.

2 John Conness, U.S. senator from California (1863–69).

(3:71)
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Letterhead: Office of Provost Marshal and Board of Enrollment of District of Columbia, Washington DC May 16th 1865

This paper was given to Lieut. Samuel K. Brown Y. R. C. Dept. Pro. Mar. DC by Special officer Geo. Cottingham of my force who obtained it from the bartender of Lloyd at Surratt-villa, on the evening of April 28/65. Cottingham’s statement is herewith appended.

Jas. R. O’Beirne

May 22 Regt. Y R C

Pro Mar. DC

(3:217–20)
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O’Beirne, Jas. R.

Letterhead: Office of Provost Marshal and Board of Enrollment of District of Columbia, Washington, DC May 31st 1865


Colonel

I have the honor to inform you that Mr. Geo. Cottingham Special Officer at these Hdqrs. has been in compliance with your wishes, ordered to report to you for special duty during the trial of the conspirators connected with the assassination of the late lamented President Abraham Lincoln.

He will accordingly be subject to your orders for such time as his services may be needed by you.

I have the honor to be


Colonel


Very Resp

Your obt. Servant

Jas. R. O’Beirne

Maj. 22 Regt. VRC

Pro. Mar. DC

(3:267–68)
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O’Beirne, Jas. R. Major

Letterhead: Office of Provost Marshal and Board of enrollment of District of Columbia, Washington, DC May 29th 1865

Hon. Edwin M. Stanton


Secretary of War

Sir,

I have the honor respectfully to forward the enclosed statements and examinations of Henry M. Baily, Edward Middleton and Nicholas B. Crangle who were arrested in Charles County Md. on suspicion of being conspirators with Booth, the assassin of his Excellency the late President. I respectfully ask for instructions as to what disposition shall be made of them. I have already reported in person to the Honorable Secretary of War, the fact that these persons were confined at these headquarters.

I am Sir,


Very respectfully

Your obt. Servant

Jas. R. O’Beirne

Maj. 22nd Regt. Vet Res. Corps and Provost Marshal DC

(7:43–44)
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Telegram to Brown from O’Beirne

Recd 1.10 AM 26th


Port Tobacco

April 25th 1865

Lt. Geo. W. Brown


Office PM DC

Cor 17th & I Sts.

Deliver tonight to Maj. Eckert or Mr. Bates1 at the War Dept without fail to be sent by team which leaves at daylight, the map now in safe at Kirkwood Hotel seized in the apartment of Atzerodt; also a first class pocket compass suitable for tracking woods. These are indispensable for our work tomorrow.

Jas. R. O’Beirne



1 Thomas T. Eckert, assistant secretary of war. Eckert testified to the secret cipher found in Booth’s hotel room (PW, Poore II:57, 113, III:478, Pitman 41, 47, 62). David Homer Bates, telegrapher in the War Department’s telegraph office.

(7:305–6)
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Telegrams to Stanton from O’Beirne, April 24 and 27, 1865

Recd 11:30 AM

Port Tobacco, Md.

April 24th 1865

Hon. Edwin M. Stanton


Secy of War

Since receiving your orders, myself and force have been active night and day in Maryland & Virginia and not unproductively. Detailed reports will be handed in to you.

Jas. R. O’Beirne

Maj. 22nd Regt


VRC

(7:307)
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Recvd 6 PM

April 27, 1865

Hon. Edwin M. Stanton


Secretary of War

Just returned from Zekia swamp and have the honor to report for further orders. Booth and Herold having been captured. I [illegible] submit if in [illegible] mission is [illegible].

Jas. R. O’Beirne

Maj. 22nd Regt VRC

Pro. Mar. DC

(7:308–10)
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Letter to Stanton from O’Beirne May 15, 1865

Letterhead: Office of Provost Marshal and Board of Enrollment of District of Columbia, Washington, DC. May 15th 1865

Hon. Edwin M. Stanton


Secty of War


Washington DC

Sir,

In obedience to verbal instructions I had the honor to receive from you on Saturday 13th inst. I have the honor herewith to transmit the result of an examination of Benj. F. Ficklin prisoner at these hdqrs who was arrested on suspicion of being implicated in the assassination of his excellency the late President Abraham Lincoln & who independent of that, is a villainous traitor & enemy to our government. If pleasing to the Hon. Secty of War, I should like to have the papers in this case (to make up a full statement) which I handed to him personally. Mr. Ficklin will be subjected to a more searching & imperative examination when the result of it with other relative testimony will be sent in.

I have the honor to be


Very Respy

Your Obedient Ser.

Jas. R. O’Beirne

Maj. 22 Regt VRC

Pro. Mar. DC


	CHARLES S. OGDEN	(2:729–30)


“O” 208 (JAO) 1865

Ogden, Charles S.

Letterhead: Union League House, Philadelphia

28th April 1865

To: Hon A. Hunter,


Acting Secretary of State

My Dear Sir,

I assume that the Washington correspondent of the Phila. Press says “that upon the persons of the assassin Booth was found a draft drawn by the Ontario Bank of Canada on a London Bank for sixty-one pounds.”1 A reference to one of my dispatches during my residence in Quebec as U. S. Consul in the spring of 64, will recall the fact that Jacob Thompson deposited in the Ontario Bank a large sum of gold, and was in the practice of negotiating his monetary transactions with said bank. My informant at that time was the Hon. J. Simpson, President of the bank, also the Hon. I. Stearns of Montreal, agent of said Ontario Bank in the city of Montreal.

I thus address your department not wishing to trespass upon its workings, but being very desirous that all facts touching the complicity of J. Thompson and his associates in this foul deed against a Nations father and his truly worthy and faithful adviser may not be lost.


I am My Dear Sir


Your Obedient Servant

Charles S. Ogden

Late U.S. Consul at Quebec



1 Booth purchased the draft and opened a savings account at the time of his October 1864 visit to Montreal.


	RICHARD J. OGLESBY	(2:393–94)


“B” 101 (JAO) 1865

Letterhead: State of Illinois, Executive Department

Springfield April 15, 1865

Be good enough to let the bearer George B. Sage, late of 13th Ills. Infty, pass all lines so as to go from Washington by rail to Illinois. I know him to be reliable man returning to Ill because refused enlistment in Hancock Corps.

R. J. Oglesby, Gov. of Ills

To any officer Comdg United States forces.

(2:395–96)
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Washington, December 20, 1865


J W Bowen

Prov. Mar.

George B. Sage was dressed in private Soldiers Infantry uniform considerably worn. Five feet ten inches high, heavy build, had a whining voice. I gave him forty dollars to go directly to Lee Co. Illinois. Never saw him before, but supposed him to be an Illinois soldier and started him homeward.

(Sig.)

R. J. Oglesby


Official Copy

James W. Bowen


	COLONEL HENRY STEEL OLCOTT1	(5:492–501)
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Washington April 28th 1865

Col. H. S. Olcott,

Special Comm’r, War Dept.

To Col. H. L. Burnett,


Judge Advocate

Sir,

I have the honor to report that in compliance with your instructions, I visited the Old Capitol Prison today and examined at length the following named prisoners whose testimony was reported verbatim and will be furnished as soon as practicable.


Captain Samuel Coxe

Mrs. M. E. Surratt

Samuel K. Chester

Jno. T. Ford

Sergeant S. J. Street


James Maddox

Anna E. Surratt

Coxe denies in the most solemn manner having given the murderers either shelter, raiment or food.2 He says that they came to his house in the dead of night, inquired if his name was Coxe, and asked for shelter. On being peremptorily denied, they begged and implored for shelter and food, or at least the latter. They did not give their names; and only one came to the door; the other remaining on horseback. He had no idea they were the assassins. He had always made it a practice to refuse admittance to strangers, and that night was specially constrained to do so because, before dusk, he had got news of the murder. He states that he shut the door in their faces, left them and went upstairs to sleep, and does not know where they went nor when. He also states that he was in the Maryland convention in ’61, voted for the Union, and was and always has been a loyal man; but since the emancipation movement began has consistently opposed the administration because he owned forty or fifty slaves. Finally, has never given directly aid, comfort or assistance to the South. He asked that he might have counsel and the privilege of summoning witnesses to prove the above when brought to trial.

Mrs. Surratt repeats substantially the story that she told on her first examination but admits that Atzerodt boarded in her house a short time, and that calling himself Wood, a man representing himself to be a Baptist minister and answering in the main to the description of the Seward Assassin occupied rooms there for a few days also. She denies in toto having had any conference with Lloyd about firearms or any conversation with Booth, Herold or others about the projected assassination, or of having known that her son was implicated in it or having done anything prejudicial to the public interests. Her manner throughout was cool and collected.

Samuel K. Chester, an actor from Winter Garden, New York, an old and very intimate friend of Booth’s, is an amiable, rather weak, apparently inoffensive person, with an excellent memory, and not lacking in intelligence. He is one of the most important witnesses of the Government that I have examined. He details at great length several conversations with Booth, extending from the latter part of November last up to within six or seven days of the murder. In all of these the subject of politics was broached and in most a plan to abduct the President and Cabinet, and carry them to Richmond with the assistance of Confederate agents “over the line” was detailed by Booth.1 Chester’s assistance was sought. His proposed role being to guard the rear door of the theater and keep it open while the conspirators were abducting the President. Immediate pecuniary provision was to be made for Chester’s family and a large sum was promised contingent upon success. From fifty to one hundred persons were in the conspiracy bound by solemn oaths to each other, and Booth carried a derringer to kill any man who should prove false. Chester utterly refused to have any participation in the scheme, regarding it as a madcap prank of Booth’s worthy of no more serious consideration than other chimeras he was habitually starting. Booth said he had spent four or five thousand dollars already, in the purchase of horses, and other incidental expenses, and at the last moment, Chester, still persisting in his refusal to have anything to do with it, Booth pretended to have abandoned the project; and Chester saw him no more. All this occurred on the Friday preceding the murder. The names of the conspirators were not revealed to our witness; but his inference from the whole tenor of the revelations were that the scheme had the knowledge and cooperation of the insurgent leaders.

I feel satisfied that it will be safe to release Mr. Chester on moderate bail, say from three to five thousand dollars, and so recommend, providing that an obligation of secrecy be given by him.

Jno. T. Ford has known Booth from boyhood up; but held him in small esteem.1 He was annoyed at his frequent visits to his Washington theater, but tolerated him because of his business relations with the brothers, Junius and Edwin. He feels outraged that his theater should have been chosen for the scene of such a tragedy and that a stigma must rest upon his name forever, although innocent of even a suspicion of the approaching catastrophe. For his loyalty, he refers to his whole acquaintance. His bearing under examination was quiet, dignified and exceedingly proper. He seems to feel as if smitten with a great calamity, and regards his incarceration as perhaps a natural consequence of the event’s having transpired in his theater. I am free to say that neither at this examination nor during the progress of our whole investigation have I found the slightest suspicion attaching to Jno T. Ford; and I, therefore, respectfully recommend his release without condition.

Sergeant S. J. Street, Co. C. 3rd Regt. 1st A. C. is a Baltimorean by birth. He claims to have enlisted in the 5th Pa. Reserves in May 1861. Served three years and then enlisted in Hancock’s corps as a veteran. He has long been a neighbor of the Booth family, and has had some acquaintance with the boys; is not sure whether he went to school with Wilkes or not; has had no familiar intercourse with him, was not intoxicated, or otherwise than in his sober senses on the day and night of the murder; and swears positively that he did not pass two women and a man or any person through the line of guards on that night; and accounts for his possession of the dirk knife by saying he bought it at a fancy store on Pa. Ave., kept by a French Jewess, and the sling shot he took from the house of a German and kept it for self-protection in passing to and from the camp (Stoneman). There is a lie direct between this man and the two sentinels who saw him in conversation with the strange man and the two women, and one of them says he passed them inside the line by Street’s order, and the other says he passed them out in the same way, on the night in question. Taking this in connection with the statement of Col. Morgan, his commanding officer, as to his strange state of excitement on that day, and the testimony of the guard as to the continuance of this condition in the evening, his case presents extremely suspicious features.

James Maddox, property man at the theater presented himself before me in a state of great trepidation, trembling violently when the examination commenced. He acknowledges having obtained permission from Mrs. Davis to erect Booth’s stable on her land; but denies that he ever received any money from Booth for that or any other favors, that he never had five minutes conversation with him at one time; that he had the remotest suspicion of what was to occur; or that he went to the back door of the theater to speak to Booth when the horse was brought up or at anytime during the evening. His protestations of innocence were numerous and emphatic; but, unless the testimony of the boy “Peanuts” and the two Negro women shall be set aside, I think his case is a bad one.

Anna E. Surratt was examined partly by Colonel Foster and in part by myself. She acknowledges that Atzerodt lived with them a short time; that the bogus Baptist minister Wood lived there perhaps one week; States that she did not like him because of the peculiar wildness in his eyes: that the prisoner Paine bears a strong resemblance to him in height, expression and color of the hair; but she is not sure whether he is the man or not. She was betrayed into an expression about his appearance having changed but suddenly seeming to recollect herself retracted her words in confusion. She admitted that Booth was a frequent visitor at the house; and that his first call there was to inquire for her brother John. She and her mother both aver that John Surratt had not been at the house for two weeks before the murder.

I have the honor to be,


With Great respect

Yr. obt srvt,

H. S. Olcott

Col. & Special Com. War Dept.



1 Olcott, along with Colonel John A. Foster and Colonel Henry H. Wells, conducted the initial investigation immediately following the assassination.

2 Samuel Cox Jr., Cox’s foster son, acknowledged several years after the assassination that Cox Sr. provided shelter and food to Booth and Herold and directed Thomas Jones, a Confederate Signal Service agent, to safely put the two fugitives across the Potomac River to Virginia.

1 Chester’s testimony during the trial was the only testimony that referred to Booth’s capture plan.

1 To the contrary, John T. Ford held Wilkes Booth and his brother Edwin in the highest esteem.

(6:373–75)
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New York City, June 14, 1865

H. S. Olcott

Special Comm’r War Dept. to Col. H. L. Burnett, Judge Advocate

O.J.C

83 Franklin Street

NY 14 June 1865


Sir,

I have at last ascertained the whereabouts of the anonymous letter threatening the President’s life in case the sum of $25,000 was not reported at the Express Co.’s office in this city. I have made arrangements to arrest the party or parties at Poughkeepsie NY and turn them over to Maj. Gen. Dix to await the pleasure of the Secretary of War. Be so good as to so inform the Secretary and ask him to give instructions as to the further action he wishes taken in this case.


Very Respectfully


Your obdt servant

H. L. Olcott

(2:128–30)
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Col. O. H. Olcott

(Recd April 25th, 65)

Letterhead: Headquarters Department of Washington, Office Provost Marshal General, Defenses North of Potomac, Washington DC

Dear Col.,

Richards, the Supt. of Metropolitan Police was here last evening to answer Fosters queries about the sending of Wiechmann and Holohan to Canada on a wild chase after Surratt. F. was ordered by the Sec. to find out all about the matter & therefore the above interview. Richards said he had been at the Sec.’s office just before, and been severely reprimanded for sending the two men off by Col. Baker’s order; that he didn’t know where his officers were with the men but supposed they were at Montreal or Quebec, or elsewhere in Canada; and that by order of the Secretary of War he was then on his way to catch the 6 P.M. train to go in search of the party. We have not seen him since, but on leaving he was ordered by Foster to telegraph immediately on receiving any news of their whereabouts.

The Chief Detective, Capt. Potts tells me you want to see Foster. He went at 8 o’clock to the gunboat under an order of the Sec. to examine the prisoners in hopes of getting a clue.

Yrs. Truly

H. L. O.

Col. Burnett

(2:436–38)
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H. S. Olcott


Washington DC

April 27th

Col. H. L. Burnett, Judge Advocate

Colonel,

I have the honor to send herewith one letter from Junius Brutus Booth to his brother, J. Wilkes Booth, dated Cincinnati, April 12th 1865, which refers to certain instruments, in which they are greatly mutually interested, in Pennsylvania oil lands and which also refers to the end of the war and Lee’s surrender. I do not know if this is the one that the Secretary of War desires, but it is the only one in the package left by Col. Wells which answers at all to the description you gave me verbally this morning.

I also send you a letter from J. H. Simonds1 of Franklin Pennsylvania, in relation to oil speculations, which contains a pointed reference to the fact that Booth is living at extravagant rates in Washington, neglecting both his profession & his oil speculations, with no apparent object except pleasure in view. I think this & numerous other letters from the same party to Wilkes Booth indicate in a satisfactory manner that the oil speculations were not myths.1
Please send me a receipt for these two letters and oblige.


Very Respectfully


Your Obedient Servant

H. S. Olcott



1 Joseph Simonds managed the business end of Booth’s oil investments in Venango County, Pennsylvania.

1 Booth had invested six thousand dollars in a partnership in drilling for oil in Venango County, Pennsylvania. The government initially believed that references to “oil” and “oil speculation” were code words for Booth’s assassination plot. Olcott correctly concludes that Booth’s oil venture had nothing to do with his assassination plot.

(2:466–68)
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Olcott, H. S.

Letterhead: War Department, Washington City 29 April 1865

Col. H. L. Burnett


Judge Advocate

War Dept.

Sir,

The Civil suit of the US versus Salomon Kohnstanin commences on Monday, 1 May in New York. It is one of great importance, the amount involved being some $200,000. My personal attention is needed, and as the object of my visit to Washington is accomplished in the capture of the principals in the conspiracy to murder the President. I respectfully ask to be relieved from further duty, for the purpose above specified.


Very Respectfully


Your obedient servant

H. S. Olcott

Special. Com. War Dept.

(2:469–73)
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Endorsements: Referred to Col. J. A. Foster April 29th 1865.

O. S. C. No 82 Franklin St. NY May 5th, Respectfully returned to Col. Foster with a report from two of my officers which show that disloyal language or culpable action cannot be proven against Miss Kate McDonald or that she know of the assassins.

H. L. Olcott.


Anonymous

Orange, NJ April 27 1865

Edwin M. Stanton Esq.

Sir, the mother of Augustus McDonald of Canada notoriety resides in this town. Her son and her granddaughter visit her. This granddaughter, Miss Kate McDonald is a violent Secesh. She has been to Canada and while there entertained the hotel burners and now wears a set of jewelry presented to her by the distinguished Confederates. She intimates that she knew all about the assassination. I think if she were arrested that there could be a great deal of light thrown on this horrible crime. Honest union people in this vicinity have too long had these prophecies told and now they see them too well fulfilled. Such people should not be allowed to run at large; this Miss Kate McDonald resides in Brooklyn NY. I do hope you will put one of your detectives on her tract and if not satisfied that this statement is true there can be no harm done.

Respectfully yours,


Justice

(2:553–55)
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Olcott, Col. H. S.

Letterhead: Headquarters Department of Washington, Office of Provost Marshal General, Defenses North of Potomac, Washington, DC April 28th 1865

H. L. Burnett

Col. & Judge adv.

Col.,

I have the honor to enclose herewith a statement by Mr. Wm. A. Cook of the Land office, in relation to a conversation said to have been held between Booth and Lamb, the scene painter at Ford’s Theater on the Monday on which the news of the evacuation of Richmond was here received.

You will perceive that it is highly important that the fact therein contained should be substantiated for, in such case, Lamb is clearly an accessory before the fact. Mr. Cook and Mr. A. W. Kimball of the Pension office testify to the trustworthiness of Dr. Drake’s son. I have telegraphed to Dr. Drake to take his son before a Justice of the Peace and procure a sworn statement of the conversation and forward it immediately to you. I respectfully recommend that Lamb should meanwhile be arrested on suspicion and detained till the affidavit is received.

I have the honor to be,

With great respect,

Your obt. Svt

H. S. Olcott

Col. And Special. Com. War Dept.

(2:764–65)
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Olcott, Col. H. S.

Washington April 30, 1865

Col. H. L. Burnett

Judge Advocate, War Dept.

Sir,

Mrs. Holohan applies for permission to remove her own, her husband’s and children’s clothing from the Surratt house, 541 H Street. She has not had a change for herself or the children since the Monday after the murder. I see no reason why the personal effects should not be delivered to her as they have all been examined. It would be well to have a statement from her as to her residence with the Surratt’s. I have no stenographer here today or would take it myself.

Very Resp,

H. L. Olcott

Special. Comm. War Dept.

(3:394–98)
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Olcott, W. S.


OSC

New York, 7 June, 1865

Col. H. L. Burnett

Sir, Referring to the testimony of Conover and others as to the Rebel agents in Canada having blank commissions to give their assassins and raiders1 and especially as to their commissioning Booth and Surratt, I would state that among the papers from the Surratt house which I examined I found a scrap on which was written (I think in Anna Surratt’s handwriting) “Brig. Gen. Surratt, CSA” I asked both Mrs. & Miss Surratt who that meant; whether the son in Texas2 held that rank in the Rebel Army, if not, whether they had any relation or namesake who did. They both said they knew nothing about it.

I think this indicates that Surratt was to have been or perhaps had been commissioned a Brigadier for what he was to do; just as I think that Miss Anna’s scribblings on another sheet “J. Wilkes Booth” “J. Wilkes Booth”, “J. Wilkes Booth” “Shall Virginia call on her sons in vain?” indicate that the assassination plot was discussed in the family and well understood. The scraps in question may perhaps be found in the black valise bag with the hinged mouth at top, in which are a lot of loose papers, portraits, etc.


Yours Resp

H. S. Olcott

If you want to identify the writing, call Honora Fitzpatrick.



1 According to prosecution witness Sandford Conover (real name Charles A. Dunham), Confederate secretary of war John A. Seddon sent several blank commissions containing his signature to Confederate agents in Canada to be used to protect agents who might be captured. The commissions could be then used to prove that they were soldiers and should be treated as prisoners of war. While Conover (Dunham) is known to have perjured himself on multiple occasions, he was correct in describing the blank commissions, several of which were used for the St. Albans raiders.

2 Isaac Surratt, the son in Texas and the eldest of Mary Surratt’s three children, was a sergeant in the 33rd Texas Cavalry, CSA.

(2:662–64)
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Olcott Col. H. S.

O. S. C 82 Franklin St.

New York, May 30, 1865

Col. H. L. Burnett


Judge Advocate of War Department


Washington DC

Sir,

I have the honor to return herewith the anonymous letter mailed at Poughkeepsie and addressed to the President of the United States in which a demand for the payment of $25,000 is made with contingent threats of assassination in case of noncompliance. I have used every endeavor to ascertain the writer of this letter, and procure his arrest. A package has been left at the Adams Express Office, and officers have been on the watch to arrest any person that might call for it. An advertisement has been placed in the New York Herald, but up to the present time I have no trace of the writer. My impression is, that it is a miserable practical joke, and that it is only a waste of time to follow the matter any farther. I await however the orders of the department and remain Very respectfully,


Your Obedient Servant

H. S. Olcott

Special Com. Of the War Dept.

(2:815–16)
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Olcott, H. S.

O. S. C.

No. 205 ½ Walnut St. Phil. Pa, May 6th 1865

Capt. Franklin & officer Roach will proceed to Washington and on their arrival confer with the proper authorities in regard to the arrest of a very suspicious person, by the name of Donaldson, who it is alleged, knows something of the assassination of the late President.

H. S. Olcott

Special. Comm. War Dept.

(2:1020–22)
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H. S. Olcott

O. S. C. 82 Franklin St.

New York, May 19, 1865

Col. H. L. Burnett


Judge Advocate

Washington, DC


Colonel

I noticed some time ago in the papers that a Dr. Blackburn, alias Tumblety,1 was arrested at St. Louis on suspicion of having had Herold in his employ in the city of Brooklyn. This morning a person connected with the “Union” newspaper, who knew Tumblety, and the two lads employed by him, and who moreover had been thrown in frequent communication with all three, asked me what had become of this case, stating at the same time how well he knew these parties. I showed him a photograph of Herold, and asked him if he recognized him as any person of his acquaintance. He said he did not. I then asked him if it looked like either of the young men who lived with Tumblety. He said no, it did not, but he would swear it was neither one of them.

I send you this information, not knowing if it will be valuable or not.

Referring to the anonymous letter to the Secretary signed “Ward” and stating that the work of assassination was not yet concluded, which was referred to me, I beg to report that since its reception I have had several detective officers on the watch at the Post Office, from 7 A.M. to 7 P.M., with orders to arrest any person who called for letters addressed to Ward, a decoy letter having been previously prepared and mailed by me. The only fish that has come to my net so far is a young man named S. Ward Doubleday, a nephew of Major General Doubleday, who has proved his identity, and of course has nothing to do with this letter. Do you think it worthwhile to continue the matter any further. I have serious doubts myself, whether the mysterious “Ward” will ever turn up.

Yours respectfully,

H. S. Olcott

Special Com. Of the War Dept.



1 Dr. Luke Pryor Blackburn and Francis Tumblety are two different persons with no known connection.

(3:88–91)
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H. S. Olcott

O. S. C. 82 Franklin St.

New York, May 17, 1865

Col. H. L. Burnett

Judge Advocate of the War Department


Washington DC


Colonel

Please recollect that my detective Rosch,1 who arrested Spangler and searched his baggage in Ford’s Theater, found the coil of rope, eighty one feet long.

Second; that among the papers of Miss Surratt’s was that card on which was printed, the coat of arms and motto of Virginia, and a group of Confederate flags. The “Sic Semper Tyrannis” was repeated in larger letters across the face of the card, as well as an English translation. On a sheet of paper was written, apparently in her handwriting, the name of “J. Wilkes Booth” many times, and the words “Shall Virginia call on her sons in vain.”

Third: That it was Honora Fitzpatrick who was present at the interview between Mrs. Surratt and three men in the dining room the night when the Negro girl lay asleep on the floor, who crossed where she lay and stooped down to see if she was sleeping. Also that Honora Fitzpatrick gave me a portrait of Booth, which she had concealed between two other photographs in her album, and that the Lieutenant of the guard, John W. Dempsey, Co. F., 10th Regt. V R C, commanding the guard at the Surratt House, found another portrait of Booth in Mrs. Surratt’s house, concealed behind another photograph.

Fourth: that the cipher alphabet, found among Booth’s effects is identical with the one which Assistant Secretary Dana found attached to a wheel in J. P. Benjamin’s office in Richmond, after the evacuation of the city, and Charles Cowlam of Michigan, concerning whom the Secretary has full information, can swear positively to this being the cipher used by the Rebel Secret Service Bureau and can furnish the key.

When I was conducting the investigation I thought it an important fact to be introduced in the testimony that the “Sic Semper Tyrannis” card, and the scribbling of Miss Surratt tallied so exactly with Booth’s language at the time of the murder.


Very Respectfully


Your Obedient Servant

H. S. Olcott

Spec. Comm. of the War Department



1 Rosch served as a prosecution witness against Edman Spangler (PW, Poore I:452, Pitman 98) and Lewis Powell (PW, Poore II: 24, Pitman 158).

(3:327–28)
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Olcott Co. H. S.


OSC

No. 82 Franklin St.

New York, 5th June 65

Col. H. L. Burnett

Judge Advocate etc.


War Department


Washington DC

Colonel,

I have the honor to return herewith the anonymous communication referred to me for investigation.

A decoy letter was placed in the NY Post Office and advertised both in the regular list and in the “personals” in the Herald. Strict watch was kept at the delivery window but “Ward” has not yet been discovered.

After four weeks faithful persistence, I am compelled to consider the case hopeless.

I am, Colonel, very respectfully,

Your obedient servant,

H. S. Olcott

Spec. Comm. War Dept.

(3:329–32)1
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E. M. Stanton, Washington

No love for you prompts my writing this but I cannot bear this knawing at my heartstrings; cowards call it conscience, yet know you the work of the assassin is not yet done. The dead man was but one of the many tools. Not done! Oh, not done!

I could tell you something. Write to “Ward” N.Y. Post office & promise him a safe exit from the States. Again let me tell you that his report for you induces this.

Should you not do this, you had better watch the movement of John L. Burleigh of this City. He was a Captain in the 17th Ind. volunteers, was discharged for desertion. His mind has been poisoned of late; it may soon be too late. He is now in the brokerage business with ex Col. H. F. Lansing. Always bitter against you. Save Burleigh, he was away for July 63 to November 64 on business for the Confederates. At times he traveled under the assumed name of Lowe. It was he who gave the information to Semmes about the East India vessels. The ship, “Emma Jane” was burned through his justification. I have the necessary documents to prove it. Write to Ward NY. Post Office.

New York, May 1



1 Anonymous communication referred to by Olcott in the previous entry, H. L. Olcott (3:327–28).

(3:1150–51)
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H. S. Olcott

Letterhead: Office US Military Telegraph, War Department, The following Telegram received at Washington 2:30 PM May 2, from N. York, May 2 1865

Col. J. A. Foster,

Please advise me whether you will resume your trial in Philadelphia this week.

H. S. Olcott


	OLD CAPITOL PRISON, LIST OF PRISONERS1	(2:906–13)


“R” 266 (JAO) 1865

Letterhead: Headquarters Department of Washington, Office of Provost Marshal General, Defenses North of Potomac, Washington DC May 9th 1865

Names of persons committed to the Old Capitol Prison by Col. Foster Judge Advocate, since April 13th.

[See Col. John A. Foster (2:906–13), table 9.]



1 The prisoners held in Old Capitol Prison range from active participants in Booth’s conspiracy to persons being held as witnesses to persons who had nothing to do with Booth’s conspiracy.


	A. B. OLIN	(3:710–11)
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Olin, A. B.

Washington June 16, ’65

Col. Burnett,

Louis J. Carland2

Was recommended to return as witness in the case of The U. States vs. Booth & others by my directions thinking it perhaps he might be a material witness in this case. Some ten days ago upon finding out that he would not be required as a witness, I discharged him on his own recognizance.

A. B. Olin



2 Carland was a defense witness on behalf of Samuel Mudd (DW, Mudd, Poore III:51, Pitman 108).


	JUSTICE OUIN1	(4:58–63)
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United States vs. J. Wilkes Booth

Examination of John B. Stewart

April 15, 1865


Examination before Justice Olin

My name is John B. Stewart. I was at Ford’s theater last night, April 14, in company with three ladies. I occupied the four front seats in the orchestra at the foot of the right hand aisle. The seats leading to the left hand of the aisle in front of the music; at about half past ten o’clock as the curtain lowered, I turned my head to the left to address some remark to my sister; at that instant, I heard the report of a pistol. I turned a little towards the back part of the theater, towards the door for a moment and then on stage and then instantly at the box occupied by the President. That being the second tier on the right over the stage; I, at that moment, perceived a man drop from the box onto the stage exclaiming as he did so “Sic Semper Tyrannus”. Rising to his feet, he ran along the drop curtain, and near two-thirds of the way he exclaimed “the South is avenged” or some such expression. I noticed as he rose to his feet he had a broad bladed dagger or Bowie knife in his right hand. The impression struck me at once that he had attempted to assassinate the president. I rose instantly and attempted to reach the stage over the orchestra with the intention of seizing the person. Finding I could not reach the stage I turned to the right to make a second step along the line of the banister as it comes onto the step and lit on the stage at the second step. Keeping my eye fixed on the man until he disappeared through the lead way to the left of the drop curtain. I exclaimed to those supposed to be in behind the scene “stop that man!” at the same time running rapidly through the lead way through which he had passed. Knowing nothing of the passages I simply followed into the space through which I suppose he had passed, repeating the exclamation “stop that man.” Arriving at the point where the passage led to the right and rear my progress was arrested by the number of persons who had rapidly accumulated in the passage. I had gone about two or four ft. when I heard a door slam in the rear I called to the person in the passage “stop that man” when someone remarked he is getting on a horse. I ran through to the door, which I opened as quickly as possible and went out into the alleyway in the rear. While doing this, I distinctly heard the tramping of the feet of a horse and perceived as soon as I got through the door a man mounted on a horse. The horse seemed going in a sort of semi-circle from one from the right to the left as might be the case in prematurely spurring a horse in mounting him. I ran rapidly down to the buildings on my left in a line that would have enabled me to have reached the man quickest if his horse had continued in that direction, when the rider so much controlled him as to turn him somewhat to the right again. I then turned quickly across the alleyway so as to catch this man. He continued in that direction. But unfortunately he got him straight again and the horse made to lunge as if under heavy spur and went off at a rapid pace. I continued after him until he disappeared in the dark.1 My impression is that he went out the alleyway into F Street. When I passed out the door, I brushed against someone who was either standing or attempting to get into the door. I thought and believe I heard at the same time the foot tramp of someone running hastily away on foot. Finding my pursuit was in vain, I turned back towards the rear of the theater at which time I heard windows opening overhead in the tenements on the north side of the theater and a door open. I asked the persons if they saw a horse and rider, how long the horse had been there and whether there was more than one person run in the alleyway. They replied that they had seen no one and only heard the horses feet stamping and running. I then went back into the theater meeting some person coming out as I went in who went off in the direction the horse had gone. I believe these persons were in the police corps. As to the identity of the person who jumped from the President’s box onto the stage I saw him full in the face as he rose to his feet and again as he disappeared through the lead way to the left. I noticed also his side face when looking forward in his exit and noticed his stature and build. He was dressed in black clothes. His coat was either a dress coat or the tail was turned in. He had on no hat. His pant was black or very dark, a bushy dark or black mustache, a pale or fair complexion; a wide forehead, rather classical features. I believe that person was John Wilkes Booth. I have seen John Wilkes Booth on the stage and passing round. My impression was so strong as to cause me to believe when I crossed the stage that I was pursuing that person.

J. B. Stewart

Subscribed and sworn before me this 15th day of April, 1865

J. B. Olin



1 Abram B. Olin, a former congressman from New York, was a justice of the Supreme Court of the District of Columbia at the time of the assassination. Together with Chief Justice David K. Cartter and attorney Britten A. Hill, Olin listened to testimony from witnesses in the rear parlor of the Petersen House within an hour of the assassination.
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Ormes, Deforest P.

Gilbert, Benj. T.

April 24, 1865

Deforest P. Ormes & Benjamin F. Gilbert state, under oath:

That they are the proprietors of the Gilbert & Ormes Temperance dining Room at 335 F Street; that on the night of the assassination they were both in the theater; that there was a horse hitched opposite the vacant lot between 333 & 335; that the lot runs back towards the theater but not clear to it. There is a dwelling house between it and the theater. The horse was a dark bay; noticed no marks about him. He had a long tail; and was medium sized ^horse^; did not notice white feet; did not see any man standing near him. The board was torn down by a boy; one of them saw the ^a^ boy in it in the afternoon seated on it teetering and the witness told him to get off from it or it would come off, and it came off in a moment; did not hear a horse drive off; sat in the dress circle on the opposite side of the President’s box. Did not see Booth before he entered the box. Saw him when he was jumping out and before he got out. There was a commotion in the box and an apparent struggle. Somebody seemed to interupt him in his coming out. He put his hand on the box as he sprang out; and after he got out he had his dirk with its point downward in his right hand. He fell as he struck. He gave a pitch backward & then forwards. Heard him use the Latin phrase, but did not understand it.1 Heard something as he was going off the stage. There was only one on the stage, Harry Hawk, and there was somebody coming out, I do not think he had come in sight.



1 Stewart came closest of anyone to catching Booth.

1 The phrase was “Sic semper tyrannis” (Thus always to tyrants), the motto of Virginia.
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Packer, Abijah affidavit

Endorsement: Burlington Iowa, May 8th 1865, Respectfully referred to the Provost Marshal General through Brevet Col. Thomas Duncan, AAPM Gen.

Iowa for instructions with the information that Harvey Ray is a respectable wealthy and influential citizen of this city but he has decided copperhead proclivities. R. B. Rutledge, Capt. & Provost Marshal 1st Dist. Iowa.

Flushing Belmont Co. O.

April 28th 1865

Personally appeared before me Mayor of the town of Flushing Ohio, the undersigned Abijah Packer of the same place and made affidavit as follows: On or about the first of November last, about four miles from Burlington, Iowa, while riding in a buggy & in conversation with Harvey Ray in reference to the reelection of Abraham Lincoln president of the United States, the said Ray stated that if Lincoln was reelected he would not be allowed to take his seat, that he would be assassinated; that the people had got tired of this damned abolition war; I asked him what plan they would take to assassinate him & he said they would cast lots and whoever the lot fell on would assassinate him, that it was better for one man to die than so many referring to the calls for men as recruits for the army.

Abijah Packer

Sworn and Subscribed before me this 28th day of April, 1865. J. Syd. Baily, Mayor
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Washington D. C.

May 13th 1865

Statement of Jos. H. Padgett of Bryantown, Maryland

I know the witness; colored man Oswald Swan;1 he lives two and a half (2 ½) miles SE of Bryantown and on the Easterly side of swamp. It is about two (2) miles from Swan’s house to Bertles2 place on the same side of swamp. Ten (10) miles from Bertles to Coxe’s3 and Coxe’s house is on the other side of the swamp and between Allen’s Fresh and Port Tobacco. Oswald Swan came to me voluntarily on the night before Coxe’s arrest, and said that Booth and Herold were not in the neighborhood of Bryantown. He gave me substantially the same information, which he afterwards gave to Col. Wells and I immediately communicated the same to J. Young, who was acting under the directions of Col. Wells.



1 Oswald (Oswell) Swann, a free black who guided Booth and Herold across the Zekiah Swamp to the home of Samuel Cox after the two men left Dr. Mudd’s house on Saturday evening.

2 The home of William Bertles (Burtles), Hagan’s Folly, was apparently Booth’s destination before changing plans and paying Swann to lead him to Cox’s house.

3 Samuel Cox, a Confederate agent along the mail line running through Charles County, Maryland. Cox’s home was known as Rich Hill.
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Albany Parkham

Formerly of Whitesville, Harris Co. Ga.

Lately 101st St., 34th Regt. O. V. I.

April 20, 1865

Cincinnati, Ohio

To editor of the “Commercial”

Our Martyr Chief!

Editors Commercial,

On Dec. 15th, 1861, I became acquainted with the contemplated assassination of our lamented, truly great, and noble Lincoln; Dec. 17th, 1861, I wrote ^two letters^ from a Gulf State, at the risk of my life, under cover of an envelope to a merchant of Cincinnati; and through you to Mr. Lincoln, detailing minutely the means to be used, the time, the place and the name, residence & full description of the would-be assassin. (The particulars, you published in your issue of Feb. 28th 1861 which the curious can refer to on file in Y. M. M. L. A.) Well, Mr. Editor, that same Demon still lives, and his Hellish work is not half done yet!! For I know him well; the three years in the field with the Federal Army has not quieted my fears; for although (thanks to the vigilance of those who had the matter in hand) the villains failed in 1861, the idea has never been given up for one moment, and when three weeks ago, my son, read that same villains name, on one of the paroled Rebel Officers; I trembled at the ^leniency^ shown. But, say you, Why did not you put the authorities on his tract, my answer is; I was ^not known^ in Washington. I wrote letters, & urged interviews with more than one prominent man of this city in regards ^to going^ a trip to Washington; I dare not give their particulars; Now what I wish to impress upon the authorities is this (it will do no harm, and cost nothing); let this same Paroled Rebel be ferreted out, learn his ways, companions; and theirs also; it may, and I think will prevent further dire calamity; I enclose you a full description of the villain, which for obvious reasons; you will let none but the authorities see.

Yours Truly,

Real name on the other side [Ed. See below]

The person who solemnly swore he would take the life of A. Lincoln; and companion to the other villains of like nature and intentions is James Ramsey first started as Captain in the 3rd Ala. Regt. C. S. A. is about 5 feet 6 or 7 inches high, dark auburn hair; (very thick) medium complexion neither light or dark, eyes dark gray; a very peculiar and very slight curl of the right corner of his mouth which makes him appear to always smile when looking at him (on that side only) but would hardly be noticed by a stranger.

Very Respectfully

Albany Parkham

Formerly of Whitesville, Harris Co. Georgia

Lately 1st Lieut. 34th Regt. O. V. I.

P. O. address Box 269 Cin.
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Office Cincinnati Daily and Weekly Commercial

Fourth and Race Street

Cincinnati, April 21st 1865

Col. Burnett

My dear sir,

I enclose to you a communication that may possess points of interest. That which Mr. Parkham says of the publication made in the Commercial is true.

M. Hallstead
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Parkhurst, Geo. A.

Endorsements: The officer in charge at Fords Theater will allow the bearer to enter the theater for the purposes enclosed. L. C. Baker. Col. & agent Col. L. C. Baker will execute the within order of the Sec. by taking these goods from the building himself and delivering to Mr. Parkhurst taking his receipt for the same and returning receipt to me with this paper.

H. L. Burnett Apl 30th 1865

Letterhead: War Department, Washington City, April 29th 1865

Hon. E. M. Stanton

Sec. of War

Sir,

I respectfully make application for a permit to get my wardrobe, now in Ford’s Theater Washington DC

I have the honor to be

Your obt. Servant

George A. Parkhurst

Late member of

Ford’s Theater

Washington, DC

Col. Burnett will give him his wardrobe

E. M. Stanton
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Washington DC

April 30th 1865

Received of Col. L. C. Baker

One (1) Trunk and dressing case

One (1) pair linen trousers

One (1)  "  red tights

One (1)  "  white tights

One (1)  "  sandals

One (1) Ballet Shirt

One (1) Shirt Front

One (1) Lace collar

One (1) Lace necktie

Geo. A. Parkhurst

Late member Ford’s theater

Washington, DC
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D. Preston Parr

Baltimore

Made in Capitol Prison

April 29

Carroll Prison, April 28th 1865

D. Preston Parr (examined by Col. Jno A. Foster)

Question: Where do you live?

Answer: In Baltimore; place of business No. 210 West Baltimore Street.

Question: When did you first become acquainted with Jno. Harrison Surratt?

Answer: I suppose it was two years ago. It was in the stage from Leonardtown to Washington.

Question: Where did he get in?

Answer: I am not certain. The stage stops at a number of places.

Question: Did he come a large portion of the way or only a small portion?

Answer: I do not know.

Question: Where did you get in?

Answer: Leonardtown.2

Question: What kind of acquaintance did you make on the stage?

Answer: In the course of the ride there was a casual acquaintance with him on the stage. A question arose in regard to the passage of the pickets at the bridge.

Some inquiries were made.

Question: By him?

Answer: I do not know whether by him or someone else, or myself. It was a general conversation. In the stage they asked me where I was going & I told them. I told them what my business was. I do not remember whether I had samples with me. My samplers are of no value when we are done with them, and we give them away or leave them. I do not know whether I had them with me at the time. Surratt I think stopped at his house as we passed, at Surrattsville. I do not know whether he came on to Washington or not. I do not remember. He told us who he was. He seemed to be quite communicative. He was quite young. He was pleasant. He spoke of my business, etc. & of being able to send me some leads or something of that kind. We are, you know, always looking up such things.

Question: When did you next see him?

Answer: It must be several months after that.

Question: Where?

Answer: He called on me at my store.

Question: What purpose?

Answer: Merely as a casual acquaintance.

Question: No business?

Answer: None, sir.

Question: How often did he call?

Answer: He bought some goods or sent someone there.

Question: How often did he call to see you up to the 1st of January last?

Answer: I am not certain.

Question: About how often?

Answer: Two or three times.

Question: Apparently without business?

Answer: He sent me, or professed to send me, trade.

Question: From the 1st of January to the present time how many times has he been to your store?

Answer: Not more than twice. I do not know he was there twice.

Question: When was he there?

Answer: I am unable to tell you.

Question: About when?

Answer: Sometime during the cold weather; It was right cold weather. I know he annoyed me he remained so long and sat so close to my desk. I was as pleasant to him as possible.

Question: Who came there while he was there?

Answer: The time I speak of he was in the store and sat there. Another time it may have been, sometime else; I have been trying to recollect these things. My memory is affected by epilepsy. My family physician will give a certificate for that. I did not change my mind with these things. One morning, it may be the same day, I am not sure, I started to go out, & I met Mr. Surratt. I shook hands with him and we spoke pleasantly. There was standing there, or there came up at the time, another person, looked like an ordinary countryman. It strikes me he named his name. He talked more to him than to me. I said a word to him and was about to leave him when a couple of ladies came up and spoke to him. He named my name & whether he named theirs I do not know. I hesitated asking them in because I was busy & wanted my time. Whether I asked them in I don’t know. It must have been the same day. I am sure; he came in and sat upon the stool. I am not positive about that, it may well be another day. I observed them slightly; the ladies seemed to be talking and laughing with him. I left and went down the street and attended to my business. They were standing there some five minutes altogether.

Question: When did you go back to your store?

Answer: I am not certain.

Question: How long were you gone?

Answer: Half an hour.

Question: When you came back who was left?

Answer: They had all left, I think.

Question: What kind of looking man was the countryman?

Answer: He was tall, but stout. I presume from 25 to 30. He had no whiskers or they were small. He had no mustache.

Question: Had he black hair?

Answer: My impression is he had not black hair, but the color of yours and mine, brown. Cannot be positive about that. I rarely take special notice of anybody. If I met you though in this close conversation, three months hence, the chances are I would have to ask your name. The other day I met Mr. Ford in the yard. He is a man I have seen repeatedly in Baltimore, & yet I had to ask his name.

Question: Did you meet Mr. Green?1

Answer: Yes, sir.

Question: When?

Answer: As I passed through the door the other day.

Question: When did you first get acquainted with Mr. Green?

Answer: I cannot say exactly.

Question: About how long?

Answer: I have seen Mr. Green in business circles several years.

Question: You have know him intimately for a few years?

Answer: Yes, sir.

Question: Your families know each other?

Answer: Yes, sir. He married in our neighborhood.

Question: Did you not marry connections?

Answer: Yes, sir.

Question: Who did he marry?

Answer: Miss Lomax, sister of the rebel General Lomax. I do not know Mrs.

Green, I am no visitor.

Question: Your wife does?

Answer: Yes, sir. He has stayed all night at my house and breakfasted with me.

Question: When was he last at your house?

Answer: Since the murder of the President.

Question: Was he not there prior within two weeks?

Answer: I think not. I do not think it was since the murder, but since the fall of Richmond. I think I am wrong about his having been there since the murder.

Question: State the circumstances under which you sent this first telegram to him?

Answer: This is not the first one. I think the other one came to me and was so wholly inexplicable to me that I put it in my pocket. That is my recollection. I met, shortly afterwards, the party. I put it into my pocket. I took it and looked at it. I asked if anybody had been to see me. I put it into my pocket, not knowing what to do or to say to it, not knowing who he meant. Shortly afterwards I met this party. He had been at the door waiting. It struck me this was the man this was intended for; the appearance of stopping at my store in the first place, as if they had met there. Said I, “do you know anything about that?”, handing the telegram. Said he, “Yes. Will you telegraph him for me and say she will be over this afternoon. It is mixed up.

Question: It is exceedingly mixed up. When was the time you say the friend called?

Answer: My impression is it was some days or a week. This is dated the 14th of March.

Question: His face was sufficiently impressed upon you to enable you to recognize him in the street?

Answer: No, sir. From his general appearance he was a country looking person.

He would recognize me, I suppose.

Question: Did you take particular pains to have this reach him?

Answer: No, sir.

Question: You did not take pains to have it repeated?

Answer: No, sir.

Question: Look at it and see.

Answer: Not repeated by me.

Question: It could not be by anybody else.

Answer: So it seems.

Question: What were the circumstances under which the letter of introduction of Surratt to Mr. Green was sent by you?

Answer: Have you that letter?

Question: I have it on file, but could not find it this morning.

Answer: I do not know of having done so.

Question: You signed it Parker?

Answer: I did? I think not.

I will say one thing in regard to this matter. I have a son, an only son, and in the course of my knowledge of Mr. Surratt he told me he would put me in the way of getting information of him.

Question: Did he not tell you how?

Answer: No, sir.

Question: I will tell you; he went down to Richmond every 35 days and returned.

Answer: I do not know about that. I do not think he told me the way. He gave me information in regard to my son several times.

Question: Did he bring letters?

Answer: No, sir.

Question: You have sent letters?

Answer: No, sir.

Question: Your wife has sent them to Mr. Green?

Answer: To go south?

Question: Yes, sir.

Answer: I do not think so.

Question: They were found in Mrs. Green’s house to go south.

Answer: Tell me to whom they were directed.

Question: I do not remember. They were of a character that would not pass the flag of truce boat.

Answer: They are not of the character of giving information?

Question: Nothing treasonable about them but they would be sent back.

Answer: My wife is an impetuous woman, meaning no harm. She may do such a thing, I don’t know.

Question: What about Surratt?

Answer: My son was sick & I was worried about him. He promised to get me information, and several times he sent me information.

Question: That does not explain your writing to Green.

Answer: I do not think I wrote any such letter. Mr. Green was asking me something of the same nature, about getting some information of some friends.

Question: About his sons and about a party to clear some encumbrance off his property?

Answer: Yes, sir. I do not think he did about any encumbrance but I don’t know.

I said Mr. Surratt had been kind to me; that he had got me information of that kind, and I thought he would do the same for himself.

Question: Did he not ask where he was?

Answer: Yes, sir.

Question: Did you not tell him?

Answer: Yes, sir.

Question: Did you not write a short note giving Surratt’s exact address?

Answer: I do not think I did, I may have done so.

Question: Why did you sign Parker instead of Parr to it?

Answer: I do not think I did anything of the kind.

Question: Did you not send other letters to other parties in the city introductory to Surratt?

Answer: No, sir.

Question: You are positive about that?

Answer: Yes, sir. My son was exceedingly delicate, & I have had a great deal of anxiety in regard to him. If I walked or rode he was my companion.

Question: About that jocose letter you wrote to Surratt.

Answer: I set down that someone, a woman, came into the store and asked whether I knew Mr. Surratt or did I know a young lady of his? Did I know where he was & she was? I said I presumed he was in Washington. She wanted to know something about him and the woman. In a foolish spirit of fun, I suppose, I set down & wrote him that he “Had better send the party home”, or something of that kind.

Question: Which is right? The explanation you made the other day or this one?

Answer: This is a true explanation. I think it is the same as that the other day.

Question: Your wife was here yesterday?

Answer: Yes, sir. You excite my curiosity about my wife sending letters to Mrs. Green. I think you are mistaken. My wife has strong southern feelings. I was unfit the other day to give testimony, & I knew I would as I had had a fit of epilepsy.



1 Parr was a Confederate agent who owned a china shop in Baltimore. He arranged for John Surratt (“Harrison” Surratt) to meet with Lewis Powell in his shop on January 21, 1865. As a result, Powell joined Surratt and Booth in their conspiracy. Parr was arrested under suspicion of being involved in Booth’s plot but was eventually released for lack of evidence.

2 Located in St. Mary’s County in southern Maryland.

1 Thomas Green, whose house in Washington (Van Ness Mansion) was used by Confederate agents as a safe house.
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Wilson Edward H.

Washington, April 18, 1865

To the Hon. Edwin M. Stanton

Secretary of War

Your petitioner, D. Preston Parr, by Ed. H. Wilson, his attorney respectfully says;

That he is detained in custody in the Carroll Prison as a witness; that no charge has been brought against him; and that his health is suffering severely in confinement.

He further states that he is a citizen of Baltimore in the state of Maryland and can produce testimonials from the first men of the city as to his standing in the community.

Wherefore he prays your Honor that he be discharged on bail to any amount you may fix; or on his parole to answer at any time or place your Honor may designate.

With much respect

D. Preston Parr

By his Attorney E. H. Wilson

No 14 Law Buildings

Baltimore.


		(6:18–27)


“P” R.B. (JAO) P70 1865

26th April 1865

Parr, David Preston

D. Preston Parr of Baltimore Md., under oath, states:

That he has had a slight acquaintance with a man named Surratt.1 Am uncertain what his first name is. Do not think I ever telegraphed him. I am under the impression that he telegraphed to me once.2 I do not remember the nature of the telegram. Do not remember that I answered it., but it is very possible that I did. Do not know when I received it. The nature of the business was nothing of any importance. (Witness is shown a telegram sent by John H. Surratt to him) In regard to this let me first say that disease of the stomach has somewhat affected my memory. But about this time, as near as I can remember, it strikes me there was some other telegram previous to this. I accidentally met him about two years ago while I was “drumming” in my business just below Washington, and we came up together in the stage, when I made his acquaintance. I stated to him my business, at the place where we were examined by the military, and gave him my business card. He somewhat forced himself upon me. He remarked that he wanted to buy some goods or something of that kind. After I got home; sometime afterward, he called in at my store and introduced himself as being the gentleman I met on the stage. I think on one or two other occasions I met him on the street.

In this case, he came to my store and at the door remarked to me that he expected to meet a gentleman, and he had taken the liberty of asking him to come there. He spoke very pleasantly to me, & I think I left him talking just at the door. This telegram, as near as I can remember, came the next day, and I presumed when it came had reference to the party possibly coming to my store to meet him again. At any rate I got the telegram & put it in my pocket and a short time afterwards met the man who had called with him, & not knowing anybody else in the world that Mr. Surratt could telegraph to me about, I handed him the telegram. I asked him if he knew anything about that; that I knew nothing about it. He took it & looked at it and said that it was for him. It was in relation to a man. Do not think I answered him, though I may have done so. (Is shown another telegram to Surratt from himself) This is another case. At the same time he met a girl at the store, & a party called on me afterwards & asked me if I knew that man. I said I had some knowledge of him, & that his name was Surratt. She asked about his meeting this girl, it strikes me that it was on the next day. There were two or three of them met there together. This woman also asked me if I saw the lady that was with him or that he was talking to.1 I told her I did not know. She then gave the name and asked if I knew anything about it. I told her no. She asked me for his address. I then wrote to him a playful note in regard to a girl that I had supposed he had taken with him or something of that kind. I told him that he had better send her home, that her friends were anxious about it. This telegram was in reply to my letter.

Col. Foster—That is a telegram to Surratt.

Witness—Well, really, it was something of that nature, I can’t explain it.

Question: You regarded that woman as a hard woman did you not?

Answer: I regarded her as something of that nature.

Question: You are a man of family & have grownup children, have you not?

Answer: I have, sir.

If my memory serves me the lady was rather tall. I could not say how old. I should think not over 40. I should suppose she was under 20. Somewheres in that neighborhood. As near as I can remember she was rather slight. I am unable to say whether she was fair or dark complexioned. Could not tell how she was dressed. She was not dressed in mourning, but I took very little notice. I should not think she was dressed in flaunting colors. I should think not stylishly dressed; not dressed as a strictly fine lady, rather overdressed, I should think. Do not remember the name he called her by. One lady and this man were there, I don’t know who the man was. Never saw him before.

I think it was a short time after the first time I met him that this occurred. ^Col. Foster—This is dated March, 1865^

Then this affair must have occurred about March of this year. Am uncertain how often I have seen him. I should suppose about 3 or 4 times; about 3 times.

Question: He was in your store at the time of the first telegram?

Answer: Surratt met this man at my door. I presume it was about March.

Question: For what purpose, did he state?

Answer: I do not know, sir.

Question: Was he apparently purchasing goods?

Answer: No, sir, they appeared to be on their own private business. The man with him was tall, rather rough looking; I rather think he had no whiskers. I am uncertain what kind of hair he had. Did not have his hat off. I cannot tell what kind of a hat he wore. I suppose the man would weigh 170 lb. Did not see this man at all afterwards. Am quite sure I have not seen Surratt since.

When they called there and were talking together, I left them talking together, as I considered it not a matter of my own. The woman asked me if I knew where he lived & I told her in Washington. She asked me something in reference to the lady & I told her I did not know anything about her.

I do not understand this telegram. I looked upon Mr. Surratt as a troublesome visitor, & I hated to see him about the store.

Question: If he did not come only three or four times in two years I shouldn’t think he troubled you much.

Answer: I should suppose this year he had been there from 3 to 5 times. No person that I know of came to see him beside those I have named this time. I think he left with the ladies & the gentleman.

I keep a china store on Baltimore Street, & my store is very much frequented by ladies & gentlemen of course, & it is a frequent occurrence for persons to meet there.

(looks at the telegram last referred to again)

My impression is that that telegram was sent in reply to the other.

Col. Foster—It was sent before the other.

Answer: I cannot explain the word “she.” That woman may have got me to telegraph, but I think I should have remembered it.

I never saw Mrs. Surratt; do not know her. I presume this elderly lady who called at my store was a relative, ^a friend^ of the younger one.



1 Parr feigns ignorance of knowing John Surratt other than casually.

2 On March 14, 1865, Surratt sent a telegram to Parr asking him to send Powell to Washington. Powell arrived in Washington and was put up at Mary Surratt’s boardinghouse.

1 The “lady” referred to in Parr’s statement was in all likelihood Sarah Slater, a Confederate agent escorted by John Surratt on several occasions as she traveled between Canada and Richmond.
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D. Preston Parr

Carroll Prison April 27/65

Dr. Sir,

After a terribly sick night from epilepsy and much trouble to the kind gentlemen and officers surrounding me, I think if you will give me a short hearing this morning I can be more satisfactory ^to^ you and myself and will esteem it a great favor both to myself and an exceedingly anxious family.

Your obedient servant,

D. Preston Parr

Col. J. A. Foster

Judge Advocate
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Patterson, James

Brighton, Pa. June 7th 1865

Hon. Edwin M. Stanton

Sec. of War

Dear Sir,

Reading in this mornings newspaper the testimony taken in closed doors in the assassination trials has induced me to state to you a conversation that occurred in the schoolhouse at this place on the day of the Presidential elections last November.

Mr. David Leonard then a resident and voter of this township and a strong opponent of the Union candidates in favor of Gen. McClellan, when in dispute about the candidates with a Union man, remarked in my hearing, “If Gen. McClellan be not elected, there will never be another President of the United States.” A gentleman, one of the election clerks, asked him if he “had so poor an opinion of the honesty and patriotism of the people as that” and his reply was “I do, I do so.” I then came forward & pronounced him to be a traitor and repeated to him the remark he made and the question put to him and his answer, and he again emphatically affirmed them again. I have asked him if he proposed to be one who would aid to bring about the result he prophesied and he said that he did; he would be one. I again called him a traitor and called all present to witness his remarks and that I would have him marked and I left the house. He sent a friend after me and came out himself as he said to explain that he did not mean that he would do anything unlawful or disloyal. He is a strong Roman Catholic; all of whom were strongly opposed to the government (in this county) he was admitted to the bar in this Co. last fall and shortly after the election removed from here to Elizabeth, Work Co. West Va. and entered into a law partnership with some citizen of that place.

I know of no use that you can make of this now. It was a very strong remark, I thought, at the time and it made a strong impression in my mind. So many Roman Catholics being implicated1 and all being so bitterly opposed to President Lincoln here, and seeing by the testimony in today’s paper that assassinations were anticipated by Canadian traitors in October and Nov. last; this may be of use. If no other use, with others of the same sort, to make up an opinion and estimate of the origin, source, of this hell born purpose.

I write in haste for the day’s mail.

Very truly

Your most Obt. Servt

James Patterson



1 Of the ten conspirators accused by the government, only Mary Surratt, her son John, and Samuel Mudd were Roman Catholics. The idea of a Catholic conspiracy to kill Lincoln was supported by the fact that John Surratt was sheltered for many weeks by Catholic priests in Canada and was eventually smuggled to Rome, where he became a member of the Papal Guards.
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Patterson, NA

Kingston, Roane County, E. Tenn.

May 15, 1865

Hon. Andrew Johnson,

Dear Sir,

I have just returned from the campaigns in upper E. Tenn. & NC and whilst in Jonesborough, learned a fact to which the attention of the authorities should be called. “Ben Green”, son of Duff Green,2 for the last year or two has had charge of the Nail Factory near Jonesborough. Some time during the months of Jan. or Feb. last, he (Ben Green) came from Richmond to Jonesboro and offered to bet any amount of money, gold or confederate, that Lincoln would be assassinated by or before the 4th of March. I am satisfied that he had knowledge of the conspiracy. I refer to “Wm. Boyd”, a good loyal man of Jonesboro who can give the names of witnesses etc. Green is likely now at some point where he can be reached.

Your obt. Servant

NA Patterson

(Late of Subsistence Dept. 4th Div. Army of Cumberland)



2 Duff Green was a Virginia politician and newspaper editor who enjoyed a special relationship with several presidents including James Buchanan. Green served as President Buchanan’s messenger to president-elect Lincoln.


	PAYNE [AKA POWELL, LEWIS THORNTON]	(7:626–28)


F-112

List of Articles Delivered to Col. Burnett’s Clerk, May 13, 1865

Payne

1 pair white drawers

1 pair white socks

1 felt hat

2 coats

1 vest

1 pair pants

1 white shirt

1 brown linen shirt

1 gray undershirt, minus a sleeve1

1 pistol left at Secretary Seward’s

1 knife

Booth


2 pistols, knife, belt and cartridge box

1 carbine

1 pasteboard box with cartridges for pistols & carbine, one white handkerchief, spur, pipe, comb, etc.

Atzerodt

1 pistol

1 belt

The above articles were delivered May 13, 1865, Col. Burnett’s clerk



1 While in hiding following his assassination attempt on Seward, Powell cut off the sleeve of his undershirt to fashion a skullcap. He was wearing the makeshift hat when he was arrested at Mary Surratt’s boardinghouse on the night of April 19.
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Chas. H. Payne

Letterhead: The United States Christian Commission

Camp Dennison Hospital, Ohio

May 18th 1865

Sir,

As I expect to be mustered out of this army tomorrow as a citizen, I address you. I cannot give you particulars, but if I have power and opportunity I believe I can render some of the St. Albans Raiders.1 Some of them are citizens and not rebels and can be remanded under treaty. I am the party who notified some of your officers of all the different raids for which I have suffered much. It was myself that wrote to Senator Toilson from Savannah to see the President at once and have me sent pass as I had things of importance to report, but alas I was only a poor soldier but now I am soon to become a citizen and have liberty to act. The Canadian plans last summer were well known to me as I spent 3 months there and I reported them to the Provost Marshal in Detroit for which I was ironed and spiked to Atlanta Georgia. There are a number of guilty parties and if I have a chance I will secure them. If not I shall publish this whole matter and let the public look at it with astonishment. If my plans had been carried out no Canadian raids could have been successful nor could the assassination of the President occurred for I had the full confidence of the Confederates in Canada. I was acting as an independent detective if you desire my services you can have them. If not I wish to act independent but to act without authority subjects one to frequent arrest.

Yours Respectfully

Chas. G. H. Payne

PS I belong to the 11th Co.B any order will reach me through the Surgeon in charge of this hospital. My position and intentions must be kept a secret or nothing can be done.

C. G. H. Payne



1 St. Albans, Vermont, located south of Montreal fifteen miles from the Canadian border, was the target of a successful raid by twenty-five Confederate partisans on October 19, 1864. Three banks were robbed of two hundred thousand dollars, and in the exchanging of gunfire one civilian was killed. The raiders escaped across the border into Canada, where they were arrested.
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Statement of Geo. B. Payne, brother of Hezekiah Payne, taken at St. Albans, Vt.

March 3rd, 1865

Court of Examination before Joseph D. Soule Justice of the Peace at St. Albans Franklin County Vermont March 3, 1865. Charging said Payne with murder, robbery and arson in the St. Albans raid so-called committed on the 19th day of October, 1864.

The testimony of George B. Payne, the brother of the respondent taken on the 3rd day of March 1865. Being a witness introduced by the respondent on said examination and his testimony was as follows: George B. Payne, sworn & says; Hezekiah Payne is a brother of mine. On the 19th last October I was in Montreal Canada. Hezekiah was in Montreal at my house the night before; took breakfast there in the morning; took dinner at one o’clock there and supper at five o’clock and I will furthermore state that he was there every day for ten days before; that to my personal. My house was No. 4, Balmora Place, St. Catherine Street.

He staid there the night of the 19th. I was keeping house. Commenced the last of July. The day after I commenced keeping house. My brother commence boarding with me and remained with me till the first of November and a few days after.

I leased my house the 19th day of October to the City Registrar Ryland.

We received dispatches there. We received them in the paper. I was talking with my brother about leasing the house a few minutes after I had leased it and told him I had leased it to Mr. Ryland. We did not draw the writings that day. I don’t know but he was standing close by when I was talking with Ryland about it, but I am not positive about it.

My brother was about the city generally through the day.

We went to get our breakfast go down [sic] to the St. Lawrence Hall and about the broker’s office through the day.

I have no written memoranda of anything that occurred the 19th day of October. I don’t know the day of the week that the 19th day of October fell on upon.

I was speculating in Montreal in gold, wheat flour, and exchange. I had no office of my own.

I had a broker that done my business by the name of C. J. Meeker. I can’t tell the name of the street his office is on. It is in the Corn Exchange.

I went to Montreal about the 5th of July. I went there from New York City.

I had been in New York about 6 weeks.

I came to New York from Philadelphia. I had been in Philadelphia 2 or 3 days.

I went from Seguine South America on a sailor’s vessel. I was aboard twenty-two days on the voyage. I had been in South America about a month. I went to South America from St. Thomas in the West Indies Islands, a Danish island.

I was on St. Thomas & Santa Cruz about 2 weeks. I started on a Spanish [unintelligible word] from Havana, and was 8 or 9 days on my voyage to St. Thomas. In Havana about a month. Went to Havana from New York City. I left New York City at that time about the first part of February 1864. I formerly resided in Kentucky. Was born and raised in Marion County, Kentucky. I lived in Kentucky up to September after the war broke out. I have always claimed Kentucky to be my home.

When the war broke out; when they first commenced fighting at Fort Sumter, I was in New Orleans. I stayed there till about the first of June. It was getting pretty hot, and I left. I went back to Kentucky. I was around through Kentucky till the 24nd of September. I was married that day.

About the last of September or in October I went to Hopkinsville where the Southern army was at that time stationed. General Tilghman was in command. I stayed there till about the fall of Fort Donelson. I went to Clarksville and then to Nashville. They got whipped there and I went back then with them and it was a terrible retreat too. I was not in the army; never belonged to the army.

I went then to Columbia Tenn.; from Columbia to Kentucky and then in 3 or 4 weeks back to Columbia. By the time I got back the Southern troops had left and the Northern troops there and I finally found my wife at Somersville Alabama. It was March or April of 1862. I reckon during the summer of 1862. I was all through the Southern States. I got back to Memphis Tenn. In December 1862 and got tired of my southern rights and took the oath of allegiance to the Government. I have not been in the inside of the Southern lines since I took the oath of allegiance.

My brother Hezekiah was with me a good portion of the time. My brother left New York 3 or 4 days before I did for Montreal and he went the whole trip through South America and the West India Islands.

I have two brothers living. One dead. My father was living the last I heard from him.

My father lives in South America. One brother lives in Montreal now. He has been there since a year ago about last September. My brother Hezekiah has never to my knowledge been in the Confederate Army. Have heard him say he won’t and think he never was.

I am not certain what sort of a day the 19th of last October was. My attention was first called to my brother’s whereabouts on the 19th of October the next morning at breakfast, when we were talking about the raid.

I don’t know when my attention was first called to my brother’s whereabouts.

I saw one man after the raid; he went by the name of Davis. I think it was on the street; not positive. Am not positive about the day. It was several days after the raid. I am not acquainted with any of the men now under arrest, or of those that were discharged for the raid.

Davis said he was connected with the raid. I did not go to the jail or to the courthouse to see the raiders. I have seen Davis before the raid. Only slightly; had been introduced to him. I never deal in St. Albans bills and to the best of my recollection never saw a St. Albans Bank bill till the other day. I left Montreal the 15th or 16th and left my brother at that time & I think he stayed there. He came to New York about the 1st of December. He started back to Montreal in two or three days. I heard from him in Montreal after that; I think I received a letter from, or some of them till I left NY. I went to Kentucky on Sunday night before Christmas. Went to Windsor in Canada and then to Henderson in Kentucky. I left Henderson Monday after New Year and got a letter from him and he was at Windsor and he said write or telegraph to him and he would come to N. Y. The next I heard from him he was arrested in Detroit. On the 20th of October I was in Montreal. I don’t remember what I was doing.

I don’t think my brother was doing anything. I remember he went to St. Lawrence hall. He was doing about the same on the 18th & 19th. I don’t know what he was doing the 16th.

I am not positive what day the writings were drawn with Mr. Ryland about the house. I don’t know whether the papers were dated the day they were drawn.

Hezekiah was at my house until I gave up the house and quit housekeeping.

I can’t state what date that was. It was between the first and 11th of November.

Neither my brother nor myself was ever under Morgan’s Command or Mosby’s Command.



2 No relation to Lewis Powell. Powell was believed by the authorities to be Lewis Payne (Paine).
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Payne, R.

Cindad, de Sante Fe     Aug. 14th 1864

Republico Argentina

South America

Mrs. Jennie Payne

Dear Sister,

According to promise, I write you a few lines to let you know that we are all well and like the country very well. It is one of the most beautiful climates I ever was in. It is now the middle of winter and everything is perfectly green. This city is a perfect orange grove father has rented a house and is housekeeping; the garden is full of orange trees. Some are ripe and others are green. They also have fine peaches, figs, lemons and all kinds of fruits. Father was sick all of the way here. He had a carbuncle on his neck. He is gaining strength very fast now. Mother is fleshier than she ever was before. Sallie weighed the other day and weighed one hundred and thirty five pounds. I weigh one hundred and fifty eight pounds; never weighed more than one hundred forty in my life before. You can judge for yourself what sort of a country this is for you know that I was very delicate when I was in Canada. Horses are only worth from four to twenty dollars. They are fortunes made in raising sheep. I saw a man yesterday that started with three hundred head of sheep three years ago. Now has two thousand head. Sheep rate from one dollar and half to three and a half; can rent a league of land for eighty dollars a year. This is the place to make money without working hard. Have nothing to do but to ride around and look at the sheep. They raise from forty to fifty bushels of wheat to the acre. Cattle are worth from one to four dollars a head. What suits me the best, the average is five women to one man and the prettiest women I ever saw. They all have black hair and eyes. I have never seen one with hair as light as mine. As luck will have it, they admire light hair, so I am all right. I am engage to a Spanish lady. Her name is Anhiletes Bravo. You had better learn that name by heart for she will be your sister. She has got plenty of ounces. Tell Mortimer and Bill they had better come here. Tell Bill the ladies thinks an North American is hell and I think they are hell. I have learnt to speak Spanish very the first word I learned was “de ma un basita a hita” that is “give me a kiss my sweetheart”. I have written you two letter by the mail; also to Bill and Mortimer. Being a gentleman going to New York, I thought I would write a few lines for letters. Before you write for the mail is so uncertain they are no telling when you will get half of them. Excuse this scribbling.

Your brother

R. S. Payne



1 This letter found its way into Burnett’s bulging file simply because the writer’s last name was Payne.
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Peadon, James

Toronto, C. W.

7 June 1865

Maj. Gen. Dix

NY City

Sir,

I have just returned from a seven-month Government survey & have only now heard of the murder of President Lincoln.

I was a boarder at the Queen’s Hotel1 last summer & fall. I became intimately acquainted with Jacob Thompson & his friends, in fact numbered amongst them. I know all that was contemplated in regard to raids, fires & the assassination; also many things which are not mentioned in the evidence published particularly G. St. Ledger Grenfell, who was enlisted in Jacob Thompson & secret service during the Chicago Convention & belonged to the first assassination party which broke up during the Convention, at the Richmond House, Chicago. There are also many facts coming [illegible] in Washington which have not been mentioned in published evidence.

However if you wish some valuable information I will send it to you & should you wish my presence in Washington DC, I will go cheerfully, as I have nothing to do until next November, providing my expenses are defrayed there & back & while there.

Very Respectfully

James Peadon

Toronto, C. W.



1 Toronto, Canada.
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Ada Pearson

Washington, May 29th 1865

Col. Burnett

Sir,

The trouble I have had for the last few weeks has broken down my spirits so much that I can talk to no one with any degree of composure. I have not permitted my friends to know anything of this arrest and do not wish them to know anything of it if possible, but if you wish to see my certificate and know the particulars I can send to them for it. They have had trouble enough since this war by being robbed and their lives threatened by the rebels that some of them had to leave home to save their lives, that I do not wish to give them any more trouble.

I am aware there are some persons who are jealous of Clement’s reputation as a soldier for bravery and because he bears a better name than they among both Union citizens and soldiers in Virginia. Therefore they take advantage of this affair to injure him, but you will find the majority speak well of him as he stands high in the estimation of nearly all in and around Harper’s Ferry that are loyal. The Rebs hate him and so do some of the officers in the regiment he belonged to but that is owing to their having the name of cowards and it has been told them often that Clem Pearson was worth the whole Reg. put together. The 1st N. York Lincoln Cavalry will tell you that if proof of his loyalty and standing is needed [illegible] get letters from Gen. Stevenson, Milroy, Weber, Siegel and the soldiers he has served with, also the Union citizens in Harpers Ferry, hoping justice will be done him, will close Remaining

With respect

Ada Pearson

PS And as to myself I would refer you to persons in Indiana, Kentucky, Missouri and California.
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Letterhead: War Department, Washington City, June 5th 1865

Received of Col. H. L. Burnett a wallet containing papers and personal effects, belonging to me and taken from me at the time of my arrest.

Clement Pearson
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Washington DC

April 17, 1865

Pelouge, Louis

War Department

Washington City

April 17th 1865

Colonel L. C. Baker

Washington DC

Colonel

The enclosed dispatches have been referred to Secretary of War this Department with a view of obtaining a permit for Miss Laura Keene (actress) and party to proceed from Harrisburg to Cincinnati, Ohio.

Will you please inform the department whether there are any objections to granting said permit.

Very Respectfully

Your obt. Servant.

Louis H. Pelouge

Asst. Adj. Gen.
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Pelouze, Louis H.

War Department

Washington City

April 27th 1865

Captain,

Your communication of the 26th instant addressed to Major Macmillan and asking whether or not the photographer from Brady’s gallery has authority to take any more pictures, etc. has been referred to this Department and in reply you are informed that such authority is not granted.

The Secretary of War directs that the order be repeated, that you will instruct your guards in front and rear to allow no one to enter the theater without his individual pass. You being held responsible for any breach of said order.1

Very Respectfully,

Your obt Servt.

(signed) Louis H. Pelouze

Asst. Adj. Gen.

A True copy

Geo. R. Bell

Capt. 24th Regt. VRC



1 Alexander Gardner took the photographs of the Presidential Box with Stanton’s approval. Gardner’s original photographs are in the National Archives and Record Administration. The flags that adorned the box were placed there by Gardner, the originals having been returned to their owners.
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Statement of “Alfred E. Penn”

Box 644 Toronto CW

My knowledge of the conspiracy to assassinate the late President of the US & the members of his cabinet begins about the time of the Chicago Convention, 1864.

The rebels in Toronto assembled at the Queens Hotel & went in squads to Chicago for the purpose of inciting a rebellion in the Western states.

They stopped at the Richmond House.

The financial manager was Bruce, alias Dr. Hunter; thick chunky man with gray beard, say 55 years old, now in Toronto on Bay St.

G. St. Leger Grenfell2 met me first at Queen’s Hotel Toronto, where I was a boarder. I went to Chicago for the purpose of shooting prairie chickens. The rebels remained at the Richmond House during Convention. About the last day of Convention one of them named Ellsworth, John Morgan’s Telegraph Operator was recognized by a Negro barber. From that time they began to spread. The most of them going to Canada, some of them to Carlisle & Springfield Ills. & St. Louis, Mo. Carlisle was their Hdqrs. Grenfell went to Carlisle. Some time after Col. Marmaduke left Queens Hotel for the west & he & Grenfell were both soon arrested, also Capt. Castleman & blank [sic] Mumford. Nearly all of the St. Alban’s raiders were present at the Chicago Convention. Castleman & Bruce alone stopped at a private house, all the rest at the Richmond House. They were all in one part of the house.

During the time these men were at the Richmond House a man named Hale, from Missouri spoke to me in regard to an assassination scheme; said it was a big thing; He referred to it merely as a speculation; said if it could be started a man could make an independent fortune & remarked what a pleasant thing it would be to have a hundred thousand dollars in gold. He said he admired Grenfell’s qualities as a daring, dashing man, & that he was confident it would be done some day & that Grenfell would be selected to have a hand in it, & if possible he, (Hale) would also; said he was a poor man & did not want to get out of the war without having something to live on; said the rest were making money out of it.

I have heard Clay & Thompson often speak of the US Govt. & always in such a blasphemous manner as now induces me to believe that they then had this scheme in their minds.

They spoke of Mr. Lincoln as “old Abe” the damned old vandal and tyrant.

A short time before the Chicago Convention at the Queen’s Hotel Toronto, two men were arguing about the next President. Jake Thompson who had just come in with some Southerners to drink told them that Old Abe was not fit to be President of any country & never would be President again; said the people had had enough of such Presidents. There were two men in Toronto late last fall, after Convention, named Hessenger & Walker refugees from Illinois or Indiana, who were very intimate with Thompson, constantly in his company. They remained there a considerable time & then left. Have not seen either since. Grenfell recvd his money for expenses of party to Chicago from Thompson. Nearly every one of the parties rec’d a brace of pistols & a linen duster on leaving Toronto. Revolvers were also issued in Chicago.

In reading evidence some days since of Edward Frazer,1 I noticed that he spoke of Miner Majors & Col. Barrett, both of whom I have seen together at Toronto & Montreal. Majors was on the Chicago raid. Barrett I think officiated as Thompson’s agent in the western states. Barrett is about six feet high, rather wrinkled face, serious expression, rough brown moustache, is a married man; well known in Springfield, Ills. His wife went to Lexington Ky. from Toronto two weeks since.

Majors has sandy hair, red beard on chin only, thin face & figure, about 5 feet 10 ½ in. high.

Rev. Dr. Stuart Robinson2 formerly editor of the True Presbyterian of Louisville which was suppressed, I consider a dangerous man. He is now at St. Catharine’s. There is a man named Slocum, I think now at Saratoga NY who was one of the Chicago raiders. If arrested he could probably tell a great deal. He has plenty of money. He has brown beard all over his face, stout, medium height; very quiet man, seldom speaks, answers questions directly. I saw Surratt in Montreal in July 1864. Young Carroll, son of Gen. Carroll, was very intimate with Surratt.



2 George St. Leger Grenfell, a British soldier of fortune who joined the Confederate Army. Grenfell was one of the ringleaders in Canada who plotted to free the Confederate prisoners held in Camp Douglas near Chicago. The plot was exposed, and Grenfell was captured, found guilty by a military tribunal, and sent to Fort Jefferson to serve out his sentence.

1 Frazer, one of the Confederate’s successful “boat burners,” testified on June 8, placing the date of this letter sometime after June 9.

2 Stuart Robinson, a Presbyterian minister, was one of the Confederate agents in Canada working under Jacob Thompson.
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President, United States

Philadelphia, Pa

May 4th, 1865

Sir,

In reading your proclamation this morning in relation to the arrest of Davis & Co., I have taken the liberty to make a statement in regard to William Lawrence McDonald1 of Toronto, Canada, which may perhaps lead to his extradition.

In the winter of 1863&4 I was employed by Col. L. C. Baker, as a secret agent in Halifax, N. S. and there met and formed an acquaintance of a number of leading rebels, and among them I became intimate with McDonald, and in due course of time he communicated the fact that he was the chief conspirator in the “Chesapeake Plot”.

Upon my return to Washington, I filed with Col. B. a letter of introduction given me by McD to one Turlington, a confederate agent, St. John, N.B. which letter will show his complicity in the affair of the “Chesapeake”. Col. Baker procured an order for McD’s arrest at my suggestion, as I had laid a plan to inveigle him within the limits of the US and which the plan failed in consequence of the stupidity of the officer detailed to accompany me as an assistant. Besides the admission made to me by McDonald, I can produce evidence that he, McD., boarded the “Chesapeake” after her capture, and made the same admissions while on board the “C” as he made to me. There is also on file in the Department of State in Mr. Gilbert’s room, some correspondence addressed to me by A. J. Moses formerly of Montgomery Al., and of late a resident of Toronto, Canada, which will throw light on McD’s doings in Canada.

As McDonald was not in the military or naval service of the so-called Confederate States at the time of the capture of the “Chesapeake”, it seems to me that he might be demanded from the British authorities and I respectfully tender my service to the government in aid of the accomplishment of that object.

Very Respectfully,

Yr. obt Svt

Wm. Pearson

Box 2149 Philadelphia

Andrew Johnson

President of the US



1 William Lawrence MacDonald, known as Larry MacDonald, was one of the more notorious Confederate agents in Canada. MacDonald operated a “bomb factory” out of a house in Toronto. USS Chesapeake was captured by Confederate lieutenant John C. Brain and taken to Halifax.


	EDWARD PARSONS [PERSON]	(4:16)


Edward Parsons

In the office of Col. Hoffman Commissary of Prisoners; saw Booth the day before the murder. Booth informed him that he had the biggest thing on his hands that had ever turned up; that there are was a great deal of money in it.
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Memorandum of Evidence

Edward Person

Edward Person, formerly in the Office of the Commanding General of Prisoners, now a claim agent, saw Booth day before the murder & Booth told him that he had the biggest thing on his hands that had ever turned up & that there was a great deal of money in it.1

M. S. Agt

Mr. Chapin kept Booth’s stable Surratt’s horse has disappeared since Payne’s arrest,—has been ex’d.



1 This statement supports the theory that Booth had already decided by April 13 to kill the president as opposed to the popular theory that he decided on the morning of April 14. The source of money that Booth referred to in his conversations with Person and others was interpreted as coming from the Confederate government as a “reward” for killing Lincoln.
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Pettit, John D.

John D. Pettit, duly sworn, living at 336 F street, states as follows:

I occupy the second story backroom looking toward the rear of Ford’s theater. My room is not more than 100 feet from the rear of the theater, I should judge. At about the time of the President’s murder, I was reading in my room when I heard what seemed to be signals by whistles. The whistling at first appeared low, & was several times repeated. Then there was a louder & shriller whistle, followed soon after by the noise of a horse running at top speed over the plank road of the railway in F Street. As soon as I heard of the murder I recalled these suspicious signals, and connected them with it in my mind.

J. D. Pettit
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Envelope: Postmark Poughkeepsie Address W. K. Peyton 274 Bowery NY

Monday May 1, 1865

Major General Dix,

Dr. Sir,

The enclosed note for President Johnson was received by me this morning and not knowing the writer or contents and the singular manner in which it is sent to me a rather suspicious appearance of evil, in these strange times.

Yours truly,

W. K. Peyton

274 Bowery

New York
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President

Your soldiers have without cause destroyed our property. All we ask, return is one-Twentieth part which we have sworn to have or your life. Now be warned and not like Lincoln and so lose your life which we have sworn to take if 25,000 dollars is not sent to us. We give you one month to send it in if at the end that time you don’t send it beware.

From twelve

Send it marked AOMG to Adams Express office New York City to be called for. An innocent man will call for it that does not know us. Now understand us that if you ever show this to anyone or in any way try to find out anything your life shall pay the piper. We shall know for some of us will see you every day. If you send me money advertise it in the New York Herald under the personals for one week. A. D. M. G. sent as directed. You can never find out who we be so don’t try and run the risk of your life. An innocent man will call for the package and on his life will depend the safe delivery to us.

From twelve


		(2:670)
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Please drop this in the lamppost.


		(2:671)
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Envelope: Address Andrew Johnson President Washington City Private


	PHOTOGRAPH1	(2:337–38)


Photograph—Ben DeBar



1 Found among Booth’s papers in his room at the National Hotel in Washington. This photograph has been misidentified in the literature as John Wilkes Booth at age eighteen. It is a photograph of Ben DeBar, a theatrical entrepreneur and friend of Booth.


	HENRY B. PHILLIPS2	(7:490–92)
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Statement of Henry B. Phillips

I have heard Mr. Booth repeatedly speak in favor of the South. I have heard him regret the announcement of any Union victory. Last Monday I saw him on the corner of 14th St. and Penn. Ave. I was in company with some gentlemen that I met at the Atty Genl’s office and we were going to take a drink and Mr. Booth met us, and I asked him to join us and he said, “yes, anything to drive away the blues”. I said what is giving you the blues? He said this news is enough to give anybody the blues or words to that effect. I did not propose to converse with him, because, knowing that he had a strong southern feeling I did not want to enter into any argument with him. I was in company with three officers of the Atty. Genl’s office and I did not want him to commit himself, as I have been a very dear friend of Mr. Booth almost from infancy. As far as regards the cries, I was in front of the house during a portion of the two first acts; just before the third act commenced I went to my dressing room to dress to sing a patriotic song, which I had written for the occasion, and which we intended to sing tonight and I was partly dressed and washing my hands, when I heard the report of the pistol and a scream. I went downstairs in my shirt sleeves and made inquiries of the first man I met and he told me that the President had been shot and that the man jumped from the private box, rushed across the stage, passed him and went out of the back door, jumped on a horse and galloped off and I said “Why did you not stop him?” He said he had a large knife drawn and couldn’t. Almost immediately after I heard somebody say it was Wilkes Booth. I did not see Booth in the theater tonight. When I saw him this afternoon, he appeared to be perfectly sane and sober. He is of an excitable temper. I think him about 24 years of age. He has a slight black moustache. I saw Harry Hawk who was on the stage at the time. I crossed and as I was trying to allay the excitement Hawk said to me “that was Wilkes Booth who rushed past me.” Said I, “Are you certain it was Wilkes Booth?” He said, “I [illegible] if it was on my death bed.” A. M. Bennett, who was in the front of the house said to me, “I have got the glove of the man who jumped over the box” and I said you bring it to me and he showed me the glove.

Mr. Booth had his horse stabled in the rear of our theater for some time. The man who has had charge of his horse for several days past is also missing since the shot was fired.1 He was seen in the theater before the shot was fired.



2 Phillips was a member of Ford’s stock company of actors and actresses.

1 Phillips is referring to Edman Spangler, who turned the reins of the horse over to young John “Peanut” Burroughs.


	H. A. PIERCE	(4:312–14)
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26th April 1865

Pierce H. A.

Statement

H. A. Pierce, 486 E Street, under oath, says that he is an employee in the Dept.

Int., Gen. Land office.

On Friday the day of the assassination, I had some conversation with 8 rebel Generals at the Balt. Depot. I approached one of them & asked him how many there were of them and he said 8, naming Gen.’s. Hunter, Debos, Corse, Ewell, Commodore Hunter, Coin? [sic] Hicks. I asked him how they felt about going north. Their answer was that they would much rather have their fortunes connected with the South. “Well”, said I. “How do you feel about your confederacy since the surrender of Lee?” Gen. Hunter, holding up his finger, said, “I tell you, sir, there are agencies at work which you Northern people know not of, and at the proper time they will strike, and the Confederacy will yet raise its head in some nook and win for itself a name among the nations.” These are nearly the words. My answer to that was, “Your General in Chief doesn’t appear to have the same views of the Confederacy that you do.” “Well”, he says, “I think that the prospects of the confederacy although seeming dark, are as good now as they ever were, and we have not a doubt but what we will win our independence.”

My reply to that was “Don’t you know that the whole American people have given the edict that you & your Confederacy shall die, and all heaven and hell can’t save you?” He threw himself back on his dignity and said it was not fair for me to address him in that way, for he was a prisoner of war & could not answer in the same spirit with which I addressed him.


		(4:315–16)
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Pierce, H. A.

Statement

H. A. Pierce, clerk in the Interior Department residing at No. 486 E Street states that:

On Friday evening, April 14, 1865, I was present at the Baltimore & Ohio Depot, and got in conversation with one of the Rebel Generals named Huntoon,1 who gave me the names of the other General Officers, his fellow prisoners. I said to him “What do you think of the prospect of the Southern Confederacy now?” He raised his finger in an impressive manner and said “I tell you, Sir, there are agencies at work that the Northern people know not of, and at the proper time they will strike, and there will be some nook where the Confederacy will yet raise its head and win for itself a name among the nations of the earth.” This was the substance of the conversation; there was nothing more definite that pertained to this affair. I asked him whether he went north willingly. He said “No, I would much rather be with the South because I think their prospects are now as bright as ever, although seemingly dark” or words to that effect.

H. A. Pierce



1 Eppa Hunton, captured at Sayler’s Creek.
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G. T. Pierce

Envelope: Address Hon. Joseph Holt, Washington, Postmark Kingston, NY,

May 20

Letterhead: Head Quarters Provost Marshal, 13 District, New York, Kingston,

May 20 1865

Joseph Holt

Sir

Cap. Johnson, Provost Marshall of the 12th Dist. of this state and whose headquarters are at Poughkeepsie yesterday laid before me & others the following facts which I deem of importance not only to the interest of the government generally but perhaps, to you in the conspiracy trial now going on in Washington.

Robert E. Coxe2 of Poughkeepsie aforesaid, who was some time ago arrested by him [Cap Johnson] by order of Gen. Dix and taken to Washington, while on his way freely admitted & stated to him (Johnson) that he freely & cheerfully offered his (Cox’s) house at St. Catherine’s, Canada West, to his friend Tucker (Beverly)1 and his other friend (C. C. Clay)2 whom of course he had known in Alabama where he (Cox) belonged & resided, on their complaining that they could not get adequate accommodations in Canada etc. etc. He further stated that he had possessed & used from an early day of the war a pass granted him by Abraham Lincoln which always enabled him to go to & fro through the lines, whenever he chose; and that the same never failed him till last fall when he was stopped on his way South (or to Richmond, I forget which) when after some hesitation & delay, Gen. Grant furnished him another & he passed on.

Cap Johnson says further that Cox has been in possession & enjoyment of a special cotton permit under the general government for two years past, under which his family & servants at Poughkeepsie boast that he has made a half million of dollars, etc. etc.; that he has had such a permit is true, as you will find by reference to the proper authorities. This man was an arch Rebel (for this section of country) during the first year of the war; has always refused to take the oath of allegiance & tells Johnson that he did not mean to lose his property in Mobile where he belongs & therefore could not take it; but accordingly took up his residence in Canada.

I am sir,

Truly you obt Servt.

G. T. Pierce

Late Commissioner of 13th Dist. N. York

PS: I refer you to Gen. Geo. H. Sharp to my character, status, etc.

G. T. P.



2 Robert E. Coxe, originally from Georgia, moved into a house in St. Catharine in Ontario, Canada, and set up a safe house and base of operations for clandestine activities against the North. Coxe was arrested on May 10 on suspicion of being involved in Lincoln’s assassination. The charge came to nothing, and he was eventually released.

1 Beverly Tucker, formerly the U.S. consul in Liverpool, returned to the United States and joined several other prominent Southerners in Canada engaging in clandestine operations. In September 1865 Tucker arranged passage to England for John Surratt, who was still in hiding in Canada.

2 Clement C. Clay was sent to Canada, along with Jacob Thompson, and headed up a secret service operation focusing on terrorizing Northern cities with the aim of destroying Northern moral.
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C. H. Pierson

April 30th 1865

Confined Old Capitol

Released June 3rd 1865

C. H. Pierson states;

That he resigned from the service the 3rd of March. At the breaking out of the Rebellion I went out in the Pennsylvania Reserves, and then was discharged for disability. Enlisted in the 12th Penn. Cavalry and was promoted from the ranks as Lieutenant: was on the staff of Gen. Siegel, Gen. Max Weber, Gen. Howe, and Gen. Stearns.

I was arrested the 22nd of the present month, Saturday, I think it was, in Philadelphia. I came here to Washington to settle my accounts. I put them in the hands of J. Loewenthal & Co., and who advanced me money on them. I stopped here for perhaps a week or 10 days. Illumination, one after the other, suspended business and made holidays in the departments so that there was nothing doing. I left here for Harrisburg on Thursday, the weeknight before the assassination, the 6th of April. I arrived at Harrisburg on Friday evening, stayed there until Saturday morning evening, and came back to Washington, arriving here on Sunday morning the 9th. I commenced my accounts again, or was intending to the balance of the week until Saturday morning, when business was closed again. I stayed in the city until Tuesday afternoon succeeding the murder. On the night of the murder I was in my room, No. 10 National Hotel. I was there all the evening and all night. On Tuesday evening I went to Baltimore. Wednesday evening went to Philadelphia, and stopped at the Girard House, and was there until Saturday when I was arrested. I first had intimation that I was to be arrested on Saturday Friday morning. I saw a young man from Harrisburg, I forget his name, and he told me that people at Harrisburg considered me the assassin of Secretary Seward & that my wife was arrested in Harrisburg and sent to Washington, and that everybody up there thought that I was arrested. The next day I was arrested.

I had no associates whatever at the National Hotel. Was acquainted with no one there. I was introduced to the barkeeper by Mr. Hendrick, at Baltimore, who used to be at Willard’s Hotel. He was the only one I knew. I ate at the table with Booth once or twice several times, and knew that his name was Booth and that he was an actor. I was in the pistol gallery at the corner of 9th and the Avenue Monday or Tuesday evening. I do not remember which, and this man Booth came in. I was shooting with a pistol. I shot with him several times, and he got a little excited and wanted to bet. The proprietor, I believe, would not allow any betting. I shot with him several times. Knew his name was Booth & that he was an actor; and that is all I knew about him. There was a paymaster in there, a Major, I do not remember his name, a ^short^ heavyset man, dark complexioned with a large mustache, and who was a very good shot too. I beat Booth twice out of three times in shooting. I do not consider that anybody can could beat me.

Never spoke to Booth at any other place, not even at the table. All that was done or said there was said and done in the presence of the man who owns the gallery. Booth went out and left the gallery before I did or else remained, I forget which. I cannot say positively how many times I was at the gallery. I was sometimes there at daylight and sometimes at night. I was there very often. I should say three or four times, or 4 or 5 times. Booth was there once or twice, I won’t say positively which. If I remember rightly on Monday evening, the first time I saw him, I think there was a man came in with him. He was a youngish looking man of about Booth’s own size. I think he was slightly built, had a smooth face; and if anything I think he was a little taller; though about the same size as Booth. Won’t say whether he had dark or light hair. He was fair complexioned.

There were no other persons boarding at the National with whom I had conversation excepting the young man at the bar. I asked him several questions, but nothing concerning Booth. I asked him if he knew a firm named G. W. Johnson & Co. I do not know where they are.

All these suspicions against me arose out of a [unintelligible word] spree I had at Harrisburg on Friday night succeeding the murder. I may as well come out and tell all I know about this thing, or else I may be suspected of being the assassin of Secretary Seward. This I have felt ever since.

I met a man Friday night at the Lochiel Hotel, Harrisburg, named Ashby. He was dressed in Confederate uniform and he was pretty well set up, as well as I. About 12 o’clock we were standing at the counter of the hotel. He heard someone speak my name and turned around and said, “Is this Pierson the Scout?” I told him I had been a scout. He says, “I have often heard Jim White and Sam Moore and others speak of you”. He shook hands with me, and appeared very glad to see me, and asked me to come down and take a drink. We went down and got a drink at the bar. We then came up and sat in the barroom some time talking, and went down and took another drink. Took several drinks. I do not know how many. He was shown room No. 79, and mine was 77, but having no key for the door I was put into 82. We stayed upstairs and drank and talked awhile. He asked me if I was going to scout any more. I told him I did not know but I would. He asked me if I knew a man in Winchester; I cannot remember the man’s name, it is on an envelope in my book among my papers. It is not a citizen of Winchester. I told him I did, I knew the man. Says he, “I threatened to shoot that man.” Said I, “Why don’t you do it?” He said on account of his ^having^ threatened it he darant dared not do it. Said he, “If I can get anybody else to do it I will give them all I am worth—any amount at all.” He went on and at last said he, “Pierson, if you go up there scouting, if you will get into a quarrel with that man and shoot him, I will give you $50,000.” I do not know whether I promised to do it or not. I know that after I got sober I concluded I would not. Says he, “I will see you before you go away and will give you an order on my banker in Washington for a thousand dollars: you can take that and spend it; but if you don’t do anything, it is all right.” It turns out he has no banker at all. He gave me an order on G. W. Johnson & Co. He said they were here in the city at No. 132 D Street. There is no such a number or such a firm, at least I could not find any such firm. I met him Saturday afternoon before I came away and he said, “Come in, Pierson, and I will give you this order.” We went into the Hotel and he wrote the order. We had been together all that day and had been drinking again. The order is in my book. My motive in taking it was to beat him out of it. I thought if he was fool enough to give me a thousand dollars and I could get it I would take it. I could prove by my wife, if her statement would be taken ^as evidence^, that I had told her all about it, that I had the order for a thousand dollars and that if I could get the money I was not going to do anything of the kind.

I forgot to state something that I said which has of course gotten out before this. We went across the corner of Market and Main Street in Harrisburg, were there met Sergeant William Smith, formerly of my company, 12th Penn. Cavalry. I cannot state exactly the remarks that I made to Smith but I said something like this; that I was going on to Washington; and before I intended came back there I intended to make 50 or 60 thousand dollars. That is the import of what I said, anyway.

Question: Did not give him any impression that it was to assassinate somebody?

Answer: I cannot say.

Question: Were you under the influence of liquor, or sober?

Answer: I was not sober, I know; I had been drinking all day. I am certain I was under the influence of liquor or I would not be so foolish as to tell him such a thing.

Question: Did you ever belong to any secret organizations?

Answer: No, sir, never. Never met any persons in Philadelphia who belonged to one. Have known nothing about any organization which did not purport to be secret organization but which were not public.

I make a true statement now; every word of it is true, so help me God.
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Diagram of pistol for shooting poisoned needles.1



1 See J. Heaton Baker (2:450–58), figure 1.
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Benn Pitman

Endorsement: Desired articles forwarded by mail, Aug. 19th.

Letterhead: Phonographic Institute, Cincinnati, O.

August 14th 1865

Dear Sir,

The printed work of the assassin’s trial progresses very satisfactorily. About 2/3 of the entire work is now stereotyped.

To complete it I need:

1. The list of Exhibits

2. Plan of the Stage (one of ditto)

3. Jacob Thompson’s bank account

4. Map of the route taken by Booth & Herold from Washington to Garrett’s barn.

If you will permit one of your clerks to make a copy of No. 1, 2 & 3 from the record of the trial, I shall be greatly indebted to you.

No. 4 is wanted to make the back complete. The testimony relates to Booth & Herold at Dr. Mudd’s on the 15th and at the ferry on the Rappahannock on the 24th and contains no word relating to the flight of the conscience stricken fugitives in the interval. I think the appendix ought to supply this in the way of a good map, showing the ground over which they traveled. I have all the details ready.

I remember Major Gen. Hancock saying to Judge Holt in my hearing “I have sent those maps showing Booth’s route to your office”—the very things I need.

If you can assist me in making this work complete you will be doing a public good and eternally obliging your very obt. Benn Pitman.



2 Pitman and his staff were the court recorders using the special form of shorthand developed by his brother Isaac Pitman. Pitman was granted permission to publish his verbatim transcripts provided they were accurate and were at no cost to the government. He published an edited version in a single volume in November 1865.
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Platt, Julia R.

Letterhead: Head Quarters Department of Washington, Office of Provost Marshal General, Defenses North of Potomac, Washington DC April 26th 1865 Statement of Mrs. Platt; Residence on North C Street between 1st and Second Street East.

There is a man by the name of Dewers living on South B Street, all alone in a house. The people who reside near there, state that they have never known anyone to be in the hovel but him. Today, while passing the house, I noticed that there were two men in the house. One I took to be the hermit, as they call him, who resides there. The other was a man very gentlemanly dressed & I was somewhat surprised at seeing him there. When they saw me they got out of sight, evidently trying to avoid being seen. Seemed to have mustache and full beard.

Julia R. Platt


	POEM, “THE IDIOT BOY”	(2:362–65)


Handwritten Poem

The Idiot Boy

It had pleased God to form poor Ned,

A thing of idiot mind.

Yet to that poor unreasoning fool,

God had not been unkind.

Old Mary loved her helpless child,

Whom helplessness made dear,

And life, was everything to him,

Who knew no hope, no fear.

She knew his wants.

She understood his half articulate call

And she was everything to him

And he to her was all.

And so they lived for years,

Nor knew a single want beside.

When age upon old Mary came

And she fell sick, and died.

They raised her up, They shrouded her,

And he stood wondering by,

And as they bore her to the grave

He followed silently.

They laid her in the narrow house,

And sang the funeral stave,

And as the funeral train dispersed,

He lingered by the grave.

The idle boys who used to jeer

Whenever they saw poor Ned,

Now stood and watched him by the grave

But not a word they said.

And when he found himself alone!

He quick removed the clay,

He raised the coffin up in haste,

And carried it away.

He took it to his mother’s cot,

And laid it on the floor,

And in the eagerness of joy;

He barred the cottage door.

And out he took his mother’s copse,

And placed it in a chair,

And piled the blazing hearth,

And blew the kindling flame with care.

He placed his mother in her chair,

And in her wanted place,

And piled the blazing fire,

That shone & glittered in her face.

And pausing, then her head would feel,

And now her cheek behold,

Mother! Why do you look so pale,

And why are you so cold.

And scarcely had he said these words,

When a low knock was heard,

And closer still he clung to her,

Who neither spoke nor stirred.

Oh Mother! They will take you hence he said,

And parted her white hair,

And looked into those glassy eyes

That gazed with vacant stare.

And scarcely had the Idiot spoken,

When lo! The opening door

Disclosed the mother and the Idiot,

And the coffin on the floor.

The neighbors gathered around,

To part the two they vainly tried,

But found alas that in that struggle

The Idiot boy had died.

It had pleased God!

From the poor wretch his earthly friend to call,

But God! Was good to him

And soon in death restored him all.
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F-117

Poetry “In remembrance of our Myrted [sic] Brother”

When we will pass his grave byby

And look at one another

We will exclaim with tearful eyes

Where is our mytar Brother

Out of this wicked world he flown

Out of this world of torture

He is crowned with laurels bright

Because he died a mytar

His country he has tried to served

His duties to impart

Them feeling words had past his lips

Oh shoot me through the heart

O Brother dear be ready all

to wear that diamond crown

And we will do what he has done

Tyrants must go down

That manly form that stood that day

Crowned with laurels bright

We won’t forget our brother dear

That fought for freedoms light

When we will return home

And look at one another

We will exclaim with tearful eyes

We miss our sainted brother

Out of this wicked world he flown

That bore angels lights

Out of this world of torture

For fought of southern rights

Thank God he died a martyr

DGC

SJD

That name will flourish yet

J. W. Booth


	POEM, “YOU AND I,” UNKNOWN PROVENANCE	(7:659–60)
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Poetry or verse

(echo song)

You and I!

We have plighted troth forever,

You and I!

We have sworn no fate shall sever

You and I!

Young and poor, uncaring whether

Life bring storm or sunny weather

We only stand together

You and I!

We’ve no dower of crested greatness,

You and I!

Naught of wealth or Pride’s elatedness

You and I!

Spirits fitted for endeavor

Toil our only world by lever

And a love that faileth never

You and I!

Oh! We envy not another

You and I!

We’re the world unto each other

You and I!

Hand in hand, undaunted whether

Life bring storm or sunny weather

We will face the world together

You and I!
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He put aside the dandy bribe

The lesser proffered hand

Albeit he held it in his thoughts

The dearest in the land

Not sharply nor with sudden heart

But with regretful grace

Meanwhile the shadow of his pain

Fell white upon his face

Dark daughter of the Sultry South

My dangerous eyes & lips

Essayed to win the prize and leave

Her honorable eclipse

She shyly clung upon his arm

He stayed near at the door

“I could not love thee, dear so much

Loved I not honor more”

“Adieu forever mine, my dear

Adieu forever more!”
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Endorsement: Respectfully referred to Col. Baker. H. L. Burnett, May 2

I think owing to the long delay in the reception of the letter that any action

thereto would be useless, L. C. Baker

Belleville, April 21, 1865

E. M. Stanton Esq.

Sir,

I have every confidence in communicating to you that in the event of your sending a good detective I can put him on the track of arresting some of the parties connected with the late lamentable assassination of the President. Immediate action will be necessary.

I am sir,

Yours Respectfully

George Polson

Auctioneer

Bellville, C. W.


	A. POND	(2:543–44)


A. Pond, Esq.

Detroit, April 25, 1865

Hon. James Speed

Attorney General

Washington DC

Dr. Sir:

Mr. H. H. Emmond’s1 desires me to advise you that he is very sick with fever & confined to his bed.

He yesterday dispatched other counsel to Toronto, accompanied by parties who will verify proper complaints to obtain warrants for the arrest of Jacob Thompson, George N. Sanders, Beverly Tucker, W. W. Cleary and Dr. Blackburn.

Mr. E. has information that Messrs. Thompson and Sanders are soon to be at Portland in disguise on their way out of the country and he thinks it probable that all the above named may be there.

Yours truly,

Pond



1 H. H. Emonds was the U.S. attorney serving in Detroit.
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Pond, F. A.

Mower USA Gen. Hospital

Philadelphia, Pa. April 28th 1865

Provost Marshal Gen.

Sir, I feel it my duty as a soldier of the U.S. to report to you certain persons living in my town. This morning I recd. a letter from my father which I propose to send to you; also persons names who I consider disloyal to the U.S. Please read the letter enclosed. These men actually fired a salute of war of rejoicing at the death of our President. For the safety of the people I think they should be arrested. Dodge, Sweet, Granger, Hamilton & others Yours Truly,

Fredk A. Pond

P. S. Name of town Berlin, St. Clair County Michigan


	GEORGE W. POND	(2:582–84)


West Berlin April 20th 65

Dear son,

The announcement of President Lincoln death strikes a terror over the country so that people hardly knows what to do but we have those in this town that rejoices at the death. Oliver Dodge at one of the taverns at the corners drank a toast on the death of President Lincoln & soon after drank a toast in honor & bravery of the man that shot him, the President. John Allen one of his own party in politics but a Union man took off his coat & swore that he could whip any man that would persist in making any more such sentiments. He backed up & how I wish the Provost Martial General would cause a few men in this town to be arrested & marched to Fort Lafayette. There is sufficient grounds for their arrest & it would a blessing I think if they could be. The thing causes a very great excitement where you are, no doubt.

I have sold the oxen. I got $216 for them. Expected more, did not get as much as I expected. I have made up my mind how much I wanted to pay this spring but am coming short so I don’t know what to do until I get from the Government. Have you got some pay so you sent us some until we get that. Then every dollar shall be repaid to you.

We are all well except mother. She says for me to say to you she has got the heaves today & asks you what is good for it. We have heard nothing from you since you fell anxious. Expect a letter Saturday, write often. S. Toms has got home. Not very smart. He is coming here to tell us about Charles but says he dislikes to come on his account. He saw him often before he died. Knows all about his suffering. The last accounts from Chapman he was in Wilmington with our own men; well cared for; unable to get home. The people were enraged at paroling the leading rebels. Is it all right or not. We hear they are fast surrendering. The men from Capar did not all go to Pontiac, so the town was not clear & the draft came off & James is drafted. His name was enrolled then while to work by the day in that town (no trouble) friends all were for aught in know.

Please write.

Geo. W. Pond


		(2:585)


Endorsement: Respectfully returned to Colonel Burnett, Judge Advocate. It is understood that the Secretary of War does not deem it expedient for the government to incur the trouble and expense of bringing to trial the parties whose offenses consist solely in the utterance of words expressing satisfaction at the assassination of the President, their language being unaccompanied by any acts of a treasonable character and no connection with the conspiracy being alleged. A. A. Hosmer
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Washington

April 27th 1865

M. J. Pope

M. J. Pope, resident at the Navy Yard on K St. between 8th and 9th St. states:

I keep a livery stable. I know David Herold. He kept his horse at my stable, but not regularly; sometimes for three or four days, sometimes for only one night. He sold the horse from my stable about four or five weeks ago. It was a little sorrel about fourteen hands high. I saw him last on the evening of the murder about two o’clock in the afternoon. There was another man with him mounted on a large (one eye) blind bay horse. They put the horses in my stable. Herold was on a medium sized roan, “spotted like”. Herold’s companion was taller than he, and I think dressed in light clothes. They went down the street. I don’t know where they went to. They came for their horses again in a couple of hours and rode away.

It was from 4½ to 5 o’clock when they left.

At the time Herold sold the sorrel horse he owed me fifteen dollars. He at that time paid me eight, and told me to keep his saddle, that Mr. Swan would call for it and pay me the seven dollars. Mr. Swan never has called for the saddle or paid me the seven dollars. I told him a few days ago the saddle was there for him, and he said he would call for it soon.

M. J. Pope
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John E. Potter

U.S. Consulate General

B. N. A. P.

Montreal, May 23, 1865

Hon. E. M. Stanton

Secretary of State,

Sir,

In accordance with your request received by telegraph yesterday and reported today, I found John Cameron, called here by his Southern friends “Dick Cameron”. He stated to me that he was a British subject, and that his residence is in this city. His father resides here. When I asked him if he knew Booth, he replied, after some hesitation, that he did not think he did. He admitted that he left Montreal Sept. 19th, went to Richmond, Va. and returned here from Richmond Feb. 18th. He also admitted that he was a blockade-runner; that he had tobacco deposited near Lynchburg in coal crevices and a quantity in another place. He went from Canada with a party of 15, via Halifax, and from there ran the blockade. He attempted to get North through our lines, and was arrested at Cincinnati as a spy, but he escaped. I think he had dispatches from the rebel Govt. when he arrived here. He refuses to go to Washington as a witness, and his father advises him not to go. I offered to pay him liberally but he refused. One of our detective officers who knows him, says he heard him exult over the assassination of President Lincoln, and say that he ^ought^ to have been killed long ago. He is apparently 25 years of age. I am inclined to think that if he could be induced to go to Washington, he would be of no use to the Government. His sympathies are so entirely with the rebels. The other person, Harris, whose presence is desired in Washington, I find was the same as Hyams.1 I had already sent to Detroit for Hyams to come to Toronto as a witness in the Blackburn case. He will be sent immediately to Washington.

I have the honor to be

Very respectfully,

Your obt Servt

John E. Potter

US Consul General

B. N. A. P.



1 Godfrey Joseph Hyams, a Confederate agent working out of Canada, was involved in Luke Blackburn’s plot to spread yellow fever contagion in certain Northern cities in the summer of 1864.
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John Potts

Letterhead: War Department, Washington City DC May 18, 1865

Col. Burnett,

Mr. Rice & Mr. Lee have been familiar with J. D.’s writing.

They are both in this office.

Resp.

John Potts
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Powell, Joseph

Greenville, East Tennessee

June 7th 1865

Hon. Secretary of War

Dear Sir,

I can give you some clue to evidence out of which you may come at important facts in regard to the assassination of President Lincoln. I had previous to the second day of May 1865, been a citizen prisoner in Castle Thunder at Richmond Va., and was subsequently transferred on parole to a Rebel Military post at Cuthbert, Randolph County, Georgia, where I had to report daily for fourteen months (Viz.) to the 2nd day of May as above stated. During my stay there and soon after the assassination of Mr. Lincoln, I overheard a conversation of the provost marshal at that post to another rebel in regard to a regular organization that had existed since 1862 for the purpose of burning Washington City & all the Northern cities & many other objects, all of which I do not now recollect. He stated that a club for this purpose was at one time located in Baltimore but it had been broken up by some discovery & that he himself had been taken prisoner in that city & subsequently escaped. He mentioned the amount of trunks in gold that had been made up to accomplish different objects for burning Washington. I recollect that he said a purse of one hundred thousand dollars was the reward provided. This man, no doubt, knows all about these plots and where they originated. He stated that he would return to Maryland soon, his former home. His name I do not now recollect, that you may ascertain by telegraph to Cuthbert Georgia. I know him personally and can recognize him anywhere. He is now no doubt in Baltimore or at some other point in Maryland.

For myself, I refer you to President Johnson

Most respectfully,

Joseph Powell

Greenville, Tenn.
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Price, Thos.

18th April 1865

Pvt. Co “A” 3rd Mass. H. Arty.

At Fort Bunker Hill

Thomas Price, Private, Co. A 3rd Mass. Heavy Artillery, stated as follows:

I went out on my duty on Sunday morning, and went over to the railroad where it runs from the hospital, and was searching in the woods about two o’clock.1 I returned I think about a quarter after two o’ clock, and came out to Saratoga hospital, stopping there about 10 minutes. I then came on by Saratoga across and down the road, and was coming home as I felt a little hungry. I struck a branch of the woods near there which I had not searched near the slope of the hill, and struck off to the right. As I went along the gully where the sentinels were out of sight, I struck this kind of grass road. It was a road some time ago but not lately. On the side of the road toward the right I got this coat. It appeared to have been thrown down carelessly; it was lying length wise, just a bit off the road. When I saw the blood on it I mistrusted something and brought it to the Provost marshal. It appeared a little damp but was not wet. There was a small snail on the tail of it. It fell off as I raised it up. I dare say it must have lain there before the sun rose, as I suppose the snail would not get on it after the sun rose. I thought perhaps it might belong to some other man, because I had passed a couple of coats before which belonged to men working in the woods, through the week. I did not search the pockets at the time. When I saw the blood on it; on the sleeves & breast, I raised it up & looked at it & the thought struck me that it might belong to the man that I was on the lookout for; and I ran up to the fort, which was not far off. I do not think the coat was there when the rain fell the day previous because it would have been more wet. It commenced to rain I think about 8 o’clock on Saturday morning, & I was out in all the rain. It ceased, I think about half past 10 or 11 o’clock on Saturday night. It was probably thrown there between Saturday night and Sunday morning. I saw it at half past two or three in the afternoon, I should think. There were tracks all through the woods, because the soldiers had been around there; but it is a piece of woods that had not been cleared. It is not a large piece. I looked around for a track coming to the coat. There was the track of a horse there. There were many tracks through the woods. I could not see more than one track of a horse near the coat It is pretty geasy. I should say it was a good-sized horse. It was not a small horse’s foot. It had a pretty large foot but not extraordinarily large. The footprints were just discernible. The road is grassy around there. It did not look as if he had been driven at speed. I should think it would have made some tearing of the ground. The track did not cross over this by-road up the road. I went back and tried to trace the track. I went to the coat first. I then came back to the hospital and saw two men dressed in the invalid dress1 at the hospital, & they represented themselves to be from Harewood Hospital. One of them was a tall man, dark hair, & rather thick black eyes, and he alighted from his horse. They had two United States horses. I examined them. The other man was a little smaller, and I went up to the little man. Said I, “Those are pretty good conditioned horses, the best I ever saw in the United States, almost.” Said to the man from the hospital, “They are hospital horses. I will bet.” The man on the horse said yes. The tall man went toward ^into the^ hospital. They had United States saddles and a mark quite plain on them. This tall man that went into the hospital came out again, and ^said to^ one of the nurses at the ^corner of the^ hospital, “Where is the steward?” That took my attention from him. I remarked this same ^thing^ to the Provost Marshal. Something struck me that these men in invalid uniform did not look like soldiers.

I came ^went^ back to the woods & search all around there as well as I could till I got tired. I was out walking all the morning & found nothing.

The spare man was a small light man, rather dark sandy hair, kind of jagged behind the ear, long and not fine. He was a short man; he did not get off the horse at all.

The tall man I only heard speak once. He says, “Where is the hospital steward?” He was a full man, about six feet high; had dark velvet dressing on his jacket here. I thought there was something suspicious when I saw the next morning in the paper the description of the man that attempted Secretary Seward’s life. I thought this man resembled him somewhat. He wore a small black mustache.

(Witness was handed Booth’s and Herold’s pictures, but failed to recognize them as the men he saw)

The smaller man of the two was a fine featured man, quite fine featured. He had long hair, very glossy.

The tall man had a very black eye. When he saw me looking at him he turned his back toward me and spoke to the other man. I did not take notice whether they had ^red^ morocco facings on the top of their boots. I think they were citizens ^boots^, could not say whether they were short.

(The boots found on the assassin of Seward were produced.)

I think the small man wore a boot like that. I could not say whether it had a red top like that, or not.

It was the tall man that had the long glossy hair. He was rather pale.

The man who was talking with him could give a better description of him than I. I was talking with the other man. He’s a young man, has young features. The big man had a stoop shoulder. The little man had dark, sandy hair.

Tho. Price



1 The area described by Price was east of the Capitol in the vicinity of where Powell’s horse was found near Lincoln Hospital on the night of the assassination.

1 Refers to the Veteran Reserve Corps (also known as the Invalid Corps), which consisted of men well enough to serve but not well enough for combat. The corps wore light blue jackets as opposed to navy blue.
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I, Edward Prime of Manchester in the County of Hillsborough and State of New Hampshire depose and say that on the 14th day of April 1865, at or about seven o’clock in the forenoon, I was told of the assassination of President Lincoln by one John Morrison. Said Morrison has since gone to Wilmington N. C. I also say that I told the same to several people in the city of Manchester during the same day among whom was one S. C. Flenders & Nathaniel Corning, both of which work on the Manchester Corporation in said Manchester.

Edward Prime

Hillsborough May 2, 1865

Subscribed and sworn to before me, Isaac W. Farmer, Justice of the Peace.
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Endorsements: May 12th 1865 Respectfully returned to the Hon. E. M. Stanton, Sec. of War and his attention invited to report of Capt. J. N. Pronk, Pro. Mar. 115h Dist. NY by which it appears that the report at the town of Middletown NY of the assassination of His Excellency the late President, previous to its occurrence arose from a political discussion between two persons, a Miss Decker and a Mr. Taylor, and that no organization, hostile to the government exists in that neighborhood.

Letterhead: Sate of New York, Northern Division, Headquarters, Provost

Marshal, 11th District, Goshen, NY May 4th 1865

Gen. James B. Fry

Provost Marshal General

Washington DC

General,

I have the honor to report in compliance with the endorsements on the within enclosures relating to the report of an alleged report at Middletown, NY just prior to the assassination of the President to the effect that he had been shot.

That immediately after such rumor had gained currency, I made the necessary personal inquiries about Middletown to ascertain the neighborhood in which it originated and I forthwith dispatched a Deputy from this office with the fullest instructions to probe the matter. This he did. The investigation was thorough and searching and elicited the fact only that such words had been uttered recklessly while engaged in partisan discourse.

It seems that one Miss Decker and one Mr. Taylor are employed as servants upon the farm of a Mr. Jansen, about seventeen miles from Middletown, and in the County of Ulster, in the 11th District. Miss Decker resides in the family of Jansen and is thoroughly loyal.

Mr. Taylor resides upon the farm of Jansen, and is a so-called moderate democrat and of course decidedly opposed to the administration. On Thursday evening, April 13th Miss Decker and Taylor met at the house of the latter and in a animated political discussion, Taylor remarked “President Lincoln was Dead.” Or that “he had been killed, or that he had been shot” or words of like import and that he heard so at the “Bush” meaning a village called “Pine Bush” about four miles off; that when Miss Decker returned from Taylor’s house to Jansen’s that evening, she reported to Jansen the conversation between them; that on the following morning (Friday) Jansen communicated it to a Mr. Cowley whose wife reported it in the hearing of a number of persons assembled on that day in Church meeting at Hopewell, a small village in that vicinity; that Robert M. Thompson was then and there present and heard the story as told and then wrote and furnished the published newspaper article herewith.

Mr. Robert M. Thompson is the enrolling officer of the town of Crawford and is a very intelligent, reliable, substantial man. It is his opinion concurred in by other loyal men of like character in that vicinity, that the judgment of Jansen in the case may be accepted, and that knowing his opinion coupled with Taylor’s explanations it is not probable that Taylor had ever heard the statement that he uttered to Miss Decker.

A party was sent to Taylor for an explanation and he stated that he was accustomed to discussing politics with Miss Decker and that he frequently said whatever would be likely to tease and fret her, that he made the remark quoted as to the death of Mr. Lincoln and that he had not heard anything of the kind from any person either at the “Bush” or elsewhere. Mr. Jansen who is a thoroughly loyal and worthy man is satisfied that Mr. Taylor’s explanation is true.

I would further report that upon the short careful inquiry, I am satisfied there is not in Pine Bush or in the vicinity any organized society or combinations of persons in secret opposition to the government and Mr. Jansen and his neighbors are confident that if there is such, Mr. Taylor is not connected with or in sympathy with it or its purposes.

Your Obt. Servant

James Pronk

Capt. & Provost Marshal

11th Dist. NY.


	JAMES W. PUMPHREY1	(4:32–35, PW, Poore I:175, Pitman 72)


James W. Pumphrey, stable keeper

States that he was acquainted with Booth, and says that nearly 2 weeks before the murder Booth came to the stable to his stable door and wished to have a saddle and horse, which, after finding out his name, Pumphrey furnished him. It was another an active high-spirited and horse. Since then he furnished him half a dozen times. He did not state where he wished to go except to take a ride. On Monday or Tuesday of the week of the murder he called at 8:00 and asked for the same horse and said he wanted to be gone into the country and would be back again before that night. He told him he could not give him that horse; that it had gone out, but he could give him one as good. He remarked that he would be back in half an hour and would let him know whether he would take it again. He did not return. He called at the stable on the day of the murder at 12:00. He said he wanted a small horse at half past four just to take a ride. Witness told him that the sorrel horse was engaged, and that he would not let him have him; but he could let him have another horse, and Booth then left after asking him to take a drink. Returned at half past four and got the horse, a bay mare, 16 hands high, a small star in that forehead ^the forehead^, large tail black legs tail and mane. He asked the witness which was a good way to ride. He told him he ought to know himself. He asked witness if a good many people were riding to Crystal Springs. He told him it was too early for that; he then asked for a tying line. Witness told him it would not do to tie the mare but that he should get a boy to hold her. He saw him ride down C Street to 6th and up 6th, observed that when he turned the corner he put spurs to the mare, which was something that she did not require and witness therefore remembered it; Afterwards when he asked for a tie line he said he had got to go to the theater. Witness understood him to mean Grover’s theater. He had a quite dark colored slouch hat on. Witness identifies this as the hat left by Booth on the stage when he lost it at the murder. Says he then wore a sack coat, double breasted vest and pants, both of dark mixed color; that before he mounted he took a brass spur from his pocket and put it on his right foot.



1 Pumphrey owned a livery stable located on C Street just behind the National Hotel where Booth stayed when he was in Washington. Booth became a patron of Pumphrey’s and rented horses from him on several occasions, including the night of the assassination. Pumphrey testified as to Booth’s behavior on the day of the assassination.
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True Copy

Washington D. C.

15th April 1865

Pumphrey Jas. M.

Hdqurs Dept of Washington

James M. Pumphrey resides No. 352 C bet. 4 ½ & 6 St. makes the following statement:

I am a livery stable keeper. My stable is at 352 C St. I know J. Wilkes Booth. I first saw him off the stage about 2 weeks since. He came to my stable & wished to hire a saddle horse, which, after some conversation and finding out his name, I furnished him an active, high-spirited horse, known as my sorrel horse; since that time I have furnished him the same horse half a dozen times. He did not state where he wished to go only to take a ride. On Monday or Tuesday of this week, he called at about 8 o’clock and asked for the same horse and said he wanted to go into the country and be gone all night. I told him I could not give him that horse as he had gone out, but would give him one as good. He remarked that he would be back in about half an hour & would let me know whether he would take it or not. He did not return. He called at my stable again yesterday, Friday April 14th 1865, about 12 o’clock, and said he wanted the sorrel horse at half-past four just to take a ride. I told him the sorrel horse was engaged and he could not have him and he said he wanted a good horse. He asked me to take a drink & I declined and he said if this horse was not as good as the sorrel we should not take a drink, but if he was we should. He was then perfectly cool, sober & deliberate. He returned about half-past four and got the horse, a bay mare about 11 hands high, small star on the forehead, long tail, black legs & tail & mane. He was then perfectly sober, calm, self-possessed & cool. He asked me which was a good way to ride. I told him he ought to know. He asked me then if there were many people riding to Crystal Springs, and I told him it was early yet and not many people going there. He then asked for a tie line and I told him it would not do to tie the mare and he should get a boy to hold her. He did not mention any probable time he should be absent. I saw him ride down C to Sixth St. and up Sixth St. I observed as he turned the corner that he put spurs to the mare, something she did not require and I therefore remarked it. During the conversation when he asked for the tie-line, he remarked that he had to go to the Theater & write a letter (I understood him to say Grover’s).1 He said he would leave the mare at a stable in the rear of the Theater. He had on at the time a dark colored, soft hat. I have seen the hat that was said to have been found on the stage, and I think it is the same hat that Mr. Booth wore; think he had on a sack coat & double breasted vest & pants of the same color, dark mixed color. Before he mounted he took out a brass spur and put on his right foot. I could identify the spur if shown to me.

(signed) Jas. M. Pumphrey

Subscribed & sworn to

Before me Apl 15, 1865

H. H. Welles

Col. & P.M.G. Dep. Of S. of P.



1 The letter Pumphrey mentions was probably the one addressed to the editors of the National Intelligencer that Booth gave to fellow actor John Matthews to deliver the next morning. Booth thought that the letter would justify his actions. On learning of the assassination, Matthews read the letter, became frightened, and then destroyed it believing that it might implicate him in Lincoln’s murder.
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Washington April 15, 1865

Examination of James M. Pumphrey

Examination before Justice Olin of the Supreme Court of the District of Columbia, April fifteenth Eighteen hundred and sixty five.

James M. Pumphrey being duly sworn, makes the following statement. A spur being shown by Supt. Richards of Metropolitan Police, the witness states “that to best of my knowledge and belief this spur is the same one J. Wilkes Booth put on at my stable yesterday.” About twelve o’clock yesterday J. Wilkes Booth whom I know personally came to my stable on C Street back of the National Hotel, to engage a saddle horse. He wanted a sorrel horse that he had been in the habit of riding. I told him he could not have him as he was engaged to go out; That I would give him another one. He said he did not want any horse but one equally as good; he said he would want him about half past four o’clock. This was about twelve or half past twelve o’clock. He called at half past four to get this horse. While the boy was getting the horse ready he asked me where was the best place to ride to. I told him he ought to know. He asked me if many people were going to Crystal Spring. I told him it was rather early ^in the season^ for people to be going there. He then asked me for a tie rein to tie the mare with. I told him it would not do to tie the mare as she would break the bridle. He said he wanted to stop at a restaurant and to take a drink and he would have to tie her. I told him he had better get a boy to hold her. He said he was going from there to Grover’s Theater where he had to write a letter, and that he would put the horse in a stable. The horse was led out by my hostler; a colored man named Henry. The mare that was led out had been in my stable eight or nine months. She was a small bay mare about fourteen hands high, about six or seven years old, black mane and tail and legs, a very handsome animal. She had a long tail. The mare had a habit of rubbing herself behind and will show some marks of rubbing the hair being rubbed. She had a small white star on her forehead. The bridle was English, snaffle bit and one rein. The saddle was an English saddle. The saddlecloth blue, trimmed with yellow. He took a spur out of his pocket and stooped down to put in on. I said to him go down to the stool and put it on there. He said never mind I can put it on there. I noticed the spur particularly. Saw him take it out of his pocket and put it on and to the best of my knowledge the spur now shown to me by Mr. Richards is the spur he then put on. At the time he got the horse Mr. Booth had on what may be called a business suit. Pantaloons, coat and vest of the same material; dark mixed goods. He had no overcoat or cloak or gloves. He wore a slouched hat. I recognize the hat produced and shown to me by the property clerk of the Metropolitan Police as the hat worn by Booth wore at the time Booth got the horse.

When I first made the acquaintance of Booth he came by my stable with a young man by the name of Surratt, whose father kept the Post Office about eight miles from here in Maryland on the road to TB. Surratt is a young man about five feet ten inches in height.1 He is rather a gawky looking man with sandy hair and whiskers. He was rather a slim built man. I am told his mother keeps a boarding house on H Street between Sixth and Seventh Streets. The horse has not been returned to me yet, and I have no idea where he is.

Jas. M. Pumphrey

Subscribed and sworn upon being read to the deponent before me.

A. B. Olin

Justice of the Sup. Ct.



1 Pumphrey is in error when he states that Surratt’s father “kept the post office” in Maryland. John Surratt did not meet Booth until December 23, 1864, two and a half years after John Surratt Sr.’s death. John Surratt Jr. was postmaster for a brief time in 1862 following his father’s death.
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Letterhead: War Department Washington City

April 26th 1865

James W. Purdem Clarksburg District Montgomery Co. Maryland is appointed an authorized detective in the service of this Department until further orders. All officers and soldiers in the United States service will afford him assistance and protection.

Signed Edwin M. Stanton

Sec. of War

A true copy

H. L. Burnett

Bvt. Col. And Judge Advocate



2 Purdom alerted the commander stationed at Monacacy Junction near Frederick that Atzerodt was staying at the home of his cousin, Hartman Richter, near Germantown, Maryland. With Purdom as their guide, a cavalry unit arrested Atzerodt early on the morning of April 20.
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Evidence relative to the arrest of Atzerodt & the claimants for the reward

Endorsement: James W. Purdem, Clarksburg Dist. Montgomery Co. Maryland,

claimant of reward for arrest of Atzerodt.

Referred to Major Burnett to take his statement to be filed to abide decision

and in the meantime $100 to be paid

Edwin M. Stanton

Secretary of War

Letterhead: War Department, Washington City

[Editor’s note: The following is apparently in E. M. Stanton’s handwriting.]

Somerset Lemon and his brother were dining at Hezekiah Metz’ with Atzerodt. As they sat down to dinner Metz remarked, This is a sad bereavement that we have lost our President. Atzerodt rose from the table, put his hands in his pocket & walked across the floor and said, “Yes, and if the other men had done his duty and followed Grant, we would have got Grant too.” This was on Sunday after the murder. Atzerodt did not go back to the table to eat another mouthful. He staid on Saturday night at the house of a man named Robert Kennel at Clapper’s Mill.

Kennel said ^to Sergeant Lindsey^ on Monday night “Damn it I am not the man who killed Lincoln.”
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James W. Purdem, being duly sworn by the Judge Advocate, testifies as follows:

April 26, 1865

Question by the Judge Advocate: State your name and residence, and your whole knowledge of the arrest of Atzerodt and any matters within your knowledge connected with the assassination of the President or Mr. Seward. Answer: James W. Purdem; Montgomery Co. Clarksburg Dist. Md.

On Thursday the 19th of April, about two o’clock in the day, Mr. Page, a friend of mine, came to me and reported that there was a man in the neighborhood by the name of Atwood. He thought it was, and that this man had on Sunday night dined at a house in the neighborhood occupied by a man named Hezekiah Metz. When Metz, Atwood, Somerset Lemon and his brother were at dinner, one of the party spoke of the murder of the President when Atwood, alias Atzerodt, immediately threw down his knife and fork, stopped eating, got up and said “If the fellow that had promised to follow General Grant had done his duty, we would have gotten Gen. Grant too.”

This was told Mr. Page by Metz himself. When Mr. Page stated these facts to me, feeling sure we had found one of the parties engaged in this terrible murder, I immediately started in the direction of Monocacy Junction in pursuit of cavalry. When 4 ½ miles on my way, I met with Frank O’Daniel, of Capt. Townsend’s company, and desired him to immediately report to his superior officer and to send a squad of Cav. A squad of six men under the command of Sergt. Gammell left Monocacy Junction, as the Sergt. stated at 10 o’clock and arrived at my house at ¼ past 2 in the morning. I proceeded with them to the house of Hartman Richter. Sergt. Gammell stationed his men round the house. This was about daylight. I retired, so that I might not be seen by Richter in the event of Atzerodt not being there, so that I might not be suspected of having anything to do with bringing the guards to his house.

Richter denied to the Sergeant that Atwood was at his house, but Gammell on searching found him there, in bed. He was arrested and also Richter for denying that he was there. On Gamble’s inquiring for Atwood, Richter said he had left for Frederick the day before.

Sergt. Gammell, as he informed me, did not search the house for papers, but Capt. Townsend, at my request, searched the day afterwards but failed to find any. Richter’s father, and two young men, named Nichols were left at the house at the time of Atzerodt’s arrest.

Atzerodt, according to his own statement, slept at the house of Robert Kennel, at Francis Clapper’s Mill, Montgomery Co. Clarksburg District about 7 miles from Rockville, on the road leading from Rockville to Barnesville.

On Monday night following the Saturday when Atzerodt stayed at the house of Kennel, I and Serg’t Lindsley were at the house of my neighbor W. M. Burdett, a good union man. Kennel was there, and when he first saw Sergt. Lindsley and myself looking at him, before we spoke to him, he said “Why do you look at me so hard; damn it, I am not the man that killed Lincoln.”

Somerset Lemon, to whom reference is herein made, resides with his brother near Germantown about 9 or 10 miles from Rockville, Md.

For the Honorable Edwin M. Stanton I am the man that detected and brought the Cavalry on Atzerodt. Have a dispatch in my pocket sent to me with the Cavalry will your honor permit your humble servant to have an interview with you.

James W. Purdem


	ROBERT PURDY	(3:299–301)
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Purdy, Robert

US General hospital

Cumberland June 4th 65

President, Conspiracy trials, Washington, DC

Sir

I read a letter in the testimony of June 2nd. Said letter dated at South Branch, and purporting to be written to Booth. I am the infernal Purdy mentioned in that letter. A false charge was made against me by a girl supposed to be put up to it by a man named Lon. McAlear or (Leonidas) and I suffered much from the charge but was entirely innocent. I have been a detective nearly during the war and became too troublesome to this McAlear and others, hence they worked for my ruin. I at two different times wrote to President Lincoln that he would be assassinated but received no notice of their reception, consequently did not write any more. I know a good deal about the workings of the confederacy having scouted among them a good deal. If you think my evidence will be of benefit, if you so order me, I will come on and testify to what I know, but I have no funds to pay my way as I have not been paid for near a year. If I have done wrong in writing to a man of your position, please pardon me. I only mean to do right.

Very Respectfully

Your obt. Servant

Robert Purdy


		(3:1243–46)
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Purdy, Robert

Letterhead: Executive Memorandum

Respectfully referred to Col. Burnett for such action as he may deem proper in the case. By Order Your Obt Servt Arnold Jno. Lutz

Cumberland Md. June 28th 1865

Hon. Andrew Johnson

Sir,

Two men called Jim Blevins and Jake Sparrow are said to be now in Washington. Each have one of those heavy globe sighted Whitworth rifles1 and their object is said to be the assassination of yourself, Sec. Stanton & Seward by shooting at long range. They are both desperadoes from the Southwest and formerly scouted for Mosby and others. I have met them while scouting for Gen. Milroy and know them well by sight. Blevins is about five feet ten in height, heavy built, very dark hair & whiskers, black eyes with a small scar on left side the face near the nose. Sparrow is a small light haired man without whiskers, with cold gray eye, weight about one hundred & thirty. They are splendid shots and the most desperate black-hearted scoundrels in the whole south. I believe the information perfectly reliable.

Now sir, I believed it to be my duty to warn you and don’t for God’s sake put me in prison for taking this liberty. I done my best once before to serve the government but was imprisoned in irons because I committed some indiscretions incident to my business and even now have to hide from your detectives after being released by an order in Washington from imprisonment.

I will just say I have been fighting for the Union nearly during the War and most of the time acting as scout and detective and have first rate chances to get information and I honestly believe the truth of this statement.

Hoping you may be preserved to the Nation I am sir,

Truly Your Most Obt. Servant

Robert Purdy



1 The British Whitworth was a specially designed rifle with a twisting hexagonal bore and hexagonal bullet. It had an effective range of fifteen hundred yards, making it the favorite rifle among Confederate sharpshooters.
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Washington April 27th 1865

Andrew Forrest Queen

Andrew Forrest Queen, resident on 8th St. East No. 604, being duly sworn states: I know Herold; have known him a long time. Saw him last on the Thursday before the President was murdered, or on the Friday itself. I rather think it was the Friday. He and another man were running after a streetcar into which they got at the junction of 8th and K St. and Va. Ave. It was from four to five o’clock in the evening. The other man had on a black pants and a light coat nearly gray. The man was taller than Herold. About a month ago Herold desired to sell me his horse and bridle for forty dollars. I did not buy it because I had not the money.

I know Surratt; saw him last about six months ago. I think it was Herold introduced him to me. I have been at his house three times altogether.

A. Forrest Queen


	BENJAMIN F. QUEEN	(6:418–21)
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Washington April 27th 1865

Benjamin T. Queen

Benjamin T. Queen, resident at 604 8th St. being duly sworn states: I am acquainted with Herold. I was introduced to Surratt, have met him once or twice. I have known Herold a long time. We were raised within one square of each other. He was not very well off, was obliged to work for his own living. He is about 22, or 23 years of age. He never said anything to me of any particular project, only that he was going to Point Lookout as clerk either to a quartermaster or commissary. He had a carpetbag, some whiskey and some sausages and said he was going to take them with him. The sausages he bought on the corner of 7th and I Sts. The whiskey he got at Mr. Geddes’ cor of 8th & I.

I last saw him the afternoon of the murder between four and five o’clock. He was mounted on a roan horse. Atzerodt was with him on a bay horse. Herold was going fast ahead and Atzerodt loping his horse after him. I called after him but he did not stop. I have not seen Surratt since last summer a year ago, I stopped in at his place and got a drink of whiskey, except two weeks ago at church. Herold was in favor of the South. I have heard him sing “Minions. We are asleep, but are not dead.”

He said he would rather see McClellan elected than Lincoln. He was much opposed to the North and has been so all through.

B. French Queen


	BENNET F. QUEEN [GWYNN]1	(4:420–21, DW, Surratt, Poore II:190, 218, 294, Pitman 126, 182)
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Statement of Bennett F. Queen Bennett F. Queen lives 1-½ miles from Surrattsville. Knows Mrs. Mary E. Surratt. She was there on Monday before murder of the President, and also on Friday the day of the murder, a young man who boards with her, Wiechmann, brought her in a buggy both times. She came on Monday to my house, she staid an hour or more. The 2nd she had sent for Mr. Nothey to lease some land & wanted us to meet him next day at Lloyds Hotel. This was Monday. I went up met Nothey. Lloyd not at home, then, I do not know if he was at home that day. I did not hear her talk with Lloyd that day. I do not know whether she had seen Lloyd that Monday or not.

On Friday she came I only saw her about 6 o’clock P.M. at Lloyds. Do not know how long she had been there that day. I did not see Lloyd or his horse. I was only there about five minutes. Lloyd was in Marlboro that day but got to his hotel before I did, a man named Seesly(?) was with him. Saw J. H. Surratt carry in [unintelligible word] from Surrattsville.

I do not know whether she had talk with Lloyd in my absence or not.

Bennett F. Queen



1 On April 11, 1865, Louis Wiechmann drove Mary Surratt to her Surrattsville tavern ostensibly to collect on a debt that John Nothey owed her. Failing to meet Nothey the two went to the home of Bennett Gwynn, where they stayed for supper. Gwynn had been a party to the original transaction. On April 14, the day of the assassination, Mary Surratt returned again to Surrattsville with Wiechmann to meet with Nothey, who failed to show up. Mary then wrote a note to Nothey care of Bennett Gwynn threatening legal action. Gwynn testified on Mary’s behalf confirming her effort to meet with Nothey.
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Washington D. C.

May 16th 1865

Quesenberry, E. R.

Elizabeth R. Quesenberry of King Georges County Virginia, having been duly sworn deposeth as follows:1

The day that the person I now suppose to be Herold came to my house was on Sunday, the 23rd of April, about one o’clock P.M. He asked my daughter to see the lady of the house, and on being informed that I was absent asked whether I could be sent for. She told him that if he could wait she thought I could. He then remarked to my daughter “I suppose you ladies pleasure a good deal on the river”. My daughter answered “No, as we have no boat”. He said that he had crossed the river the night before and had left a very nice little boat by the riverbank, which the young ladies could have if they wished. I returned very shortly, and he on seeing me asked if I could not furnish him with a conveyance to take him up the country. I told him no, and asked why he could not walk. He said that he could walk, but his brother who was setting down by the river could not, for his horse had fallen and broken his leg; from the way in which he said this, I got the impression that they had both been riding the same horse. He said they were both escaped prisoners, and asked if I could not sell them a horse. I said no, that if I was inclined to assist them I could give them a horse, but that I was not inclined to assist them. He seemed surprised that I was not willing to assist him. I told him that he must go away. He went off very much put out. He went across the field in the direction where I supposed his brother was. I then called to him and asked him if he had anything to eat. He said no and I told him I would go to the house and send him something to eat. I went to the house, and after my dinner was over I sent by Thomas Harbin, whom I supposed was a soldier, something to eat. Mr. Harbin, and a Mr. Baden, whom I also suppose was a soldier, came to my house. They had been there before; They had come to my house immediately after the fall of Richmond and they remained there until Mr. Baden was brought to Washington, and Mr. Harbin was there when I left. Harbin returned in about half an hour, and said that he had seen the party the food was for, going on horseback towards Dr. Stewart’s house, and that they told him they were going there. I understood that the horses were furnished by an old man named Bryan. Never saw the parties afterwards. I became alarmed and suspecting that something was wrong, determined for my own protection to signal to the gunboats, and did hoist a signal and remained there three (3) hours, but they did not come to me. I did not report it to any officer of the Government as I had no opportunity to do so and in the meantime I had heard that after they left Dr. Stewart’s they had crossed the Rappahannock at Port Royal and that the soldiers were in pursuit.

E. R. Quesenberry Subscribed and sworn to before me at Washington This 16th May 1865. H. H. Wells, Col. & Pro. Marshal Dept. S. of P.



1 Elizabeth Quesenberry’s statement is disingenuous. Her home at the mouth of Machodoc Creek on the Virginia shore was a safe house for Confederate agents. She arranged for Confederate agent Thomas Harbin to see to Booth’s and Herold’s care when they showed up on Sunday, April 23. Harbin turned the pair over to William Bryant, who provided two horses and at Harbin’s instruction took Booth and Herold to the home of Dr. Richard Stuart approximately ten miles to the west. Thanks to Mrs. Quesenberry, Booth and Herold were safely on their way to their next stop. She was arrested and questioned but was eventually released.
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	RAFFLE TICKETS	(7:550–52)


F-100

List of Raffle contributors

RAFFLE!

There is a very fine Quilt to be raffled in a week or so. Chances are only $1.00. Persons taking chances will do a favor by asking no questions, as it is for a charitable purpose.

1     Bennett F. Gwynn       Paid $1.00

2     Wm. H. Marshall

3     J. Z. Jenkins

4     James Taylor

5     Andrew Kaldenback

6     Fendall Marbury

7     J. H. Magruder

8     E. H. Wyvill

9     Chas. W. Catlett

10    J. Harrison Surratt

11    Thomas Ward

12    John L. Thompson

13    John Roberts

14    Thos. S. Tolson

15    Archibald Jenkins

16    W. W. Hoxton

17    Wm A. Jarboe

18    W. R. Bryan

19    John Jenkins

20    J. H. Surratt

21    Aus. White

22    Lem Lusby

23    Joseph T. Knott

24    Henry T. Rollins

24    Wm. Muliken

25    A. Kaldenbach

26    George Lersley

27    Lawson Goddard

28    Preston F. Richardson

29    Wit Goodend

30    J. Z. Jenkins

Entries 31 thru 76 not filled
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Wm. J. Rainnie

Sergt. Co. F, 213th Penn. Vols

Annapolis, Md.

May 19, 1865

Camp Parole near Annapolis Md.

Judge Holt

Washington D. C.

Respected Sir:

I am a resident of Philadelphia Penn. Some years ago, while Booth under the name of J. Wilkes, was performing at the Arch St. Theater. I was introduced to him by John McCullough, who was also performing there at the same time.

At the time I speak of they appeared to be warm friends.1

Nearly one year ago John McCullough visited the office where I was engaged and entered into a conversation respecting the war. His language was other than loyal; in strong terms he denounced those of the North; Damned President Lincoln and the administration; that he would never fight against the south, that, if drafted, would die first; those who were fighting in the Union cause were d _____ d fools and men of no brains and also said Lincoln was too ignorant for the position and should be put out of the way. Praised those of the South and said the North never would conquer them.

In reading the evidence of J. W. Bunker, clerk at the National Hotel, I find that J. McCullough was frequently a roommate of Booth’s and associated with him while at Washington.

I mention the above thinking that if McCullough underwent a private examination considerable information might be obtained.2

I am friendly towards McCullough and would not like to get him into trouble; but having a hatred towards the enemies of my country and particularly against the plotters & assassins of our President, feel it my duty to acquaint you with all facts in my possession.

Trusting this may be the means of bringing others to justice.

Your Obt. Sevt.

Wm. J. Rainnie

Sergeant Co. F. 213th Regt.

Penn. Vol. Infty

Camp Parole near Annapolis



1 The two actors were good friends. Booth, although retiring as a professional actor, agreed to appear on the stage one last time in a benefit performance for McCullough. Booth appeared as Pescara in The Apostate at Ford’s Theatre on March 18, 1865, one month before the assassination.

2 John McCullough, sensing that he was in trouble because of his close association with Booth, took refuge in Canada.
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Statement of Chas. Ramsell, Private, Co. D. 3rd Mass. Hvy. Arty1

Between 5 ½ & 5 ¾ o’clock A.M. on the morning of Saturday April 15th, I was coming from town to Fort Bunker Hill. About 300 yds. before I came to the cemetary I met Private W. W. Given, Co. H., our mail carrier. We stopped to talk. A man rode up on horseback. The horse was a dark bay, dark color bob tail, white star in the forehead, citizens saddle, piece of Govt. blanket, the bridle was light colored leather, common snapped bits, no [unintelligible word]. The horse steamed a little but did not appear to have been hard ridden. It was morning at the time. It was broad daylight.

The man would weigh about 165 pounds. I should not think he was no more than 5 feet 6 inches in height, hair black and long, coming down to the bottom of his coat collar, no beard, but he appeared not to have shaved for 3 days. The growth of beard appeared to be strong and black. His features were delicate, eyes black and medium size, nose straight peaked chin, cheek bones rather prominent. I should think he was over 30 years old, a high, prominent forehead. He had on military gauntlets, new light colored, a yellowish hue. His hat black felt soft, rather narrow brim, low crown; coat grayish color, collar about 3 inches wide, turned up to keep out the rain; side pockets in the coat lined with dark cotton cloth; buttons covered with cloth apparently a little darker than coat; there were stains on the breast that looked as if made by cider and tobacco spittle; coat double-breasted; dark pants stuck in the tops of his boots. Boots had red moracco Facings. I should think he wore a No. 7 boot.

I was talking to the mail boy about the news; the man appeared as if he intended to pass by. He appeared to be looking behind him and to either side. When abreast of us he stopped suddenly and asked me “what is the news?” I told him when slapped his hand on his thigh “By God is that so”. His countenance smiled then more than when he first stopped. He then said, “Can I get outside of the lines?” I told him I didn’t think he could. He told me “I shall venture to try it.” This was all he said. Then he rode off. I remarked to Private Staples, who was coming out of town with me that the man appeared suspicious. We hurried on after him but he kept his horse at a trot and we lost him from view at the hill beyond the cemetary.

(Witness shown photographs of Booth) said 1st. If that man didn’t have a mustache I should swear it was him; half an hour afterwards portrait again showed to him; he said that the man’s hair was longer than that & not curly, the forehead and chin & cheeks are his. The man’s nose was very straight, the lips and mouth small.

The picture looks more like him than not like him.

Charles Ramsell



1 The 3rd Massachusetts Heavy Artillery was stationed at Fort Baker near Uniontown (now Anacostia). Its members guarded the Navy Yard Bridge over the Anacostia River (the eastern branch of the Potomac River and often referred to as the Eastern Branch) and were on duty when Booth, and later Herold, crossed over the bridge on the night of April 14.
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27th April 1865

Randall, Henry

Pvt. 6th Regt. 1st A.C.

Private Henry Randall, Company G. 5th Regt. 1st A.C. states

I was on guard the night of the President’s murder. I had no conversation with Street. I saw him and a man and two women speaking. I saw him pass them in. He and the other man passed my beat. The man had a large bundle. He wanted me to present arms to him, and he had been acting queer all day. He had a one armed man arrested. He went to the sutler’s shop. I could see them talk; I did not notice any excitement among them. When he spoke to me he told me to look out close, he did not know what might happen. We got the countersign that evening about seven.

Henry Randall


	VOLTAIRE RANDALL1	(6:541–42, PW, Poore II:118, Pitman 235)
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Randall, Voltaire

Statement of Voltaire Randall, in regard to the arrest of Arnold.

I proceeded to the house of Arnold, near Hookstown, Baltimore County, Md., early Sunday morning, April 16th; ascertained that he was at Fortress Monroe2 and took boat that evening for Fortress where I arrested him on the morning of the 17th. Took boat same evening and arrived in Baltimore next morning. The same afternoon delivered the prisoner to the officer, when he was handed over to Col. Woolly, Prov. Mar. 8th Army Corps, on the order of Gen. Wallace, by order of the Sec. of War.



1 Randall was a military detective working for James L. McPhail, provost marshal for Maryland.

2 Fortress Monroe, Virginia, located at the confluence of the James River and Chesapeake Bay. Samuel Arnold worked as a clerk in the store of John Wharton at Fortress Monroe at the time of his arrest.


	MAJOR HENRY A. RATHBONE1	(6:83–88, PW, Poore I:195, 412, Pitman 78)
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Statement of Maj. H. A. Rathbone

Washington

April 17, 1865

District of Columbia

City of Washington

Henry A. Rathbone, Brevet Major in the army of the United States being duly sworn says: that on the 14th day of April instant, at about 20 minutes past eight o’clock in the evening, he, with Miss Clara H. Harris2 left his residence at the corner of 15th and H Streets and joined the President and Mrs. Lincoln and went with them in their carriage to Ford’s Theater on Tenth Street. The box assigned to the President is in the second tier, on the right hand side of the audience and was occupied by the President and Mrs. Lincoln, Miss Harris and this deponent and no other person. The box is entered by passing from the front of the building in the rear of the dress circle to a small entry or passageway about eight feet in length and four feet in width. This passageway is entered by a door which opens on the inner side. The door is so placed as to make an acute angle between it and the wall behind it on the inner side. At the other end of this passageway is another door standing squarely across and opening into the box. On the left hand side of the passageway and very near the inner end is a third door, which also opens into the box. This latter door was closed. The party entered the box through the door at the end of the passageway. The box is so constructed that it may be divided into two by a moveable partition, one of the doors described opening into each. The front of the box is about ten or twelve feet in length and in the center of the railing is a small pillar overhung with a curtain. The depth of the box from front to rear is about nine feet. The elevation of the box above the stage, including the railing is about ten or twelve feet.3

When the party entered the box, a cushioned armchair was standing at the end of the box farthest from the stage and nearest the audience. This was also the nearest point to the door by which the box is entered. The President seated himself in this chair and, except that he once left the chair for the purpose of putting on his overcoat, remained so seated until he was shot. Mrs. Lincoln was seated in a chair between the President and the pillar in the center, above described. At the opposite end of the box, that nearest the stage, were two chairs. In one of these, standing in the corner, Miss Harris was seated. At her left hand and along the wall running from that end of the box to the rear stood a small sofa. At the end of the sofa, next to Miss Harris, this deponent was seated. The distance between this deponent and the President, as they were sitting, was about seven or eight feet and the distance between the deponent and the door was about the same. The distance between the President as he sat and the door was about four or five feet. The door, according to the recollection of this deponent, was not closed during the evening.

When the second scene of the third act was being performed and while the deponent was intently observing the proceedings upon the stage with his back toward the door, he heard the discharge of a pistol behind him and looking round saw through the smoke, a man between the door and the President. At the same time deponent heard him shout some words which deponent thinks was “Freedom.” This deponent instantly sprang towards him and seized him. He wrested himself from the grasp and made a violent thrust at the breast of this deponent with a large knife. Deponent parried the blow by striking it up and received a wound several inches deep in his left arm between the elbow and the shoulder. The orifice of the wound is about an inch and a half in length and extends upwards toward the shoulder several inches. The man rushed to the front of the box and deponent endeavored to seize him again but only caught his clothes as he was leaping over the railing of the box. The clothes, as this deponent believes, were torn in this attempt to seize him. As he went over upon the stage, deponent cried out in a loud voice “Stop that Man”. Deponent then turned to the President. His position was not changed. His head was slightly bent forward and his eyes were closed. Deponent saw that he was unconscious and, supposing him mortally wounded, rushed to the door for the purpose of calling medical aid. On reaching the outer door of the passageway as above described, deponent found it barred by a heavy piece of plank, one end of which was secured in the wall and the other resting against the door. It had been so securely fastened that it required considerable force to remove it. This wedge or bar was about four feet from the floor. Persons upon the outside were beating against the door for the purpose of entering. Deponent removed the bar and the door was opened. Several persons who represented themselves as to be surgeons were allowed to enter. Deponent saw there Colonel Crawford1 and requested him to prevent other persons from entering the box. Deponent then returned to the box and found the surgeons examining the President’s person. They had not yet discovered the wound. As soon as it was discovered, it was determined to remove him from the Theater. He was carried out and this deponent then proceeded to assist Mrs. Lincoln, who was intensely excited, to leave the theater. On reaching the head of the stairs, deponent requested Major Potter2 to aid him in assisting Mrs. Lincoln across the street to the house to which the President was being conveyed. The wound which deponent had received had been bleeding very profusely and on reaching the house, feeling very faint from the loss of blood, he seated himself in the hall and soon after fainted away and was laid upon the floor. Upon the return of consciousness, deponent was taken on a carriage to his residence.

In the review of the transaction, it is the confident belief of this deponent that the time which elapsed between the discharge of the pistol and the time when the assassin leaped from the box, did not exceed thirty seconds. Neither Mrs. Lincoln nor Miss Harris had left their seats.

H. R. Rathbone

Subscribed and sworn

Before me this 17th day of April

1865

S. B. Olin

Justice Sup Court, D. C.



1 Rathbone’s statement and trial testimony are the most detailed and accurate descriptions of the events that took place in the box on April 14.

2 Clara Harris was Rathbone’s stepsister and fiancée. The two married in 1867. In 1883 while serving as consul to Germany, Rathbone shot and killed his wife and attempted to kill his young children. He was declared criminally insane and spent the rest of his life in a German asylum.

3 The height from the top of the balustrade to the stage floor is twelve feet.

1 Colonel A. M. S. Crawford, Veteran Reserve Corps.

2 An army paymaster who was seated in the dress circle.
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Raybold, Tho. J.

April 23rd, 1865

Thomas J. Raybold, living in Baltimore, S. E. corner Saratoga & Hecker Streets says:

My business is paper hanging; but for the past two years have been engaged with Mr. Ford. For a time attended the front door; attend to the outdoors business also. Have recently been in the office. In the absence of the ticket seller I sell tickets. It was Mr. Ford’s business to sell boxes. The boxes can be sold at any day in the week for any other day following in that week. For instance, you can come today for any night in the week, or for every night. On the day of the murder Harry Ford was there. Richard Ford1 was in Baltimore that day. I had the neuralgia for two or three days & having stood it as long as I could & on Friday morning I was going home to Baltimore. He was going to Baltimore for some business, and asked me if I would not stay until he returned, and I did so. Mr. Phillips2 was in the office some part of the time writing and Mr. Ford was in the theater upstairs with a member of the Treasury Guard. Mr. Harry Ford was renting boxes during the 14th.3 I was there while he went to dinner. I think he went to dinner at half past one and was gone only a few minutes around on F Street, on the corner & came back and from that time till the house closed he was there. Do not think I sold twenty tickets during the whole day. Did not sell any private boxes. There were no applications to me for any private boxes. I could not say that there were any private boxes sold.

Met Booth on 10th Street in November, a day or two after the Maryland State election on the Emancipation of Slaves. He remarked that the people of Maryland would suffer for having thus voted on this subject.1



1 James Reed Ford was known as Dick Ford.

2 Henry B. Phillips was a member of Ford’s stock company of actors.

3 Harry Clay Ford, younger brother of John and James Ford, assigned boxes 7 and 8 to the president. These boxes were known as the Presidential Box and had been used by Lincoln on previous occasions.

1 Maryland amended its constitution abolishing slavery on November 1, 1864. The civilian vote was 27,541 for the amendment and 29,536 against. The soldier vote, taken in the field for the first time, was 2,633 for ratification and 263 against. The amendment passed by 375 votes out of 59,973.
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Sidney D. Reynolds

Pro. Mar. Office

Defenses North Potomac

Washington DC May 21, 1865

Col. Burnett,

Col. I have the honor to report to you that William Eaton is not the only man that made the arrest of Edward Spangler, for I was with him and afterwards went with two other men and examined his room.

Very Respectfully

Your obt. Servt.

Sidney D. Raymond

US Military detective

P. S. Direct in care of Col. T. Ingraham corner 15 ½ and Penna. Avenue
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19th April 1865

Raynor, Gilbert J.

Gilbert J. Raynor deposes, under oath, as follows:

Am in the employ of Col. Hoffman.2 In the office, Mr. Foster sits on my right and on my left sits Mr. Stith, and Mr. Wiechmann sits directly back of me.3

Question: Have you heard him at any time make any expressions with relation to the plot which was to transpire; if so, what?

Answer: He made this remark to me. He was standing by my desk while I was writing one day, and said he knew of a way by means of which he could make a large sum of money. He mentioned the sum but I do not remember what it was. I think it was twenty or thirty thousand dollars, something like that. I said, “Well, is it in an honorable way? If it is, I advise you to make the money by all means.” He says, “No, it is not.” That is the extent of the conversation, I believe. Do not remember definitely when this was, but should think it was about four weeks ago. I do not know whether Mr. Gleason was at his desk at that time or not. He was employed in the office. I did not form any opinion of the nature of the transaction he referred to. He had dropped remarks there in the office once or twice that led me to suspect something. I cannot tell what they were. I paid very little attention to them. I did not suspect that he was going to do anything, but that he knew of something, by which he could make a great deal of money.

My room is at 213 G Street, between 18 & 19. Am from Long Island, Suffolk Co., Morichez; that is where my father lives.

I never had any reason to suppose otherwise. I voted the Republican ticket last fall. I inferred that he was a Republican also, from his conversation in the office. Seemed more vehement in his expressions against the South and Secessionists than any man in the office.

Do not know who were his associates when out of the office. I was writing at my desk one evening and he came there (Wiechmann) and Surratt came with him. There were two or three of us there, and he introduced Surratt to us. I know nothing of him besides that. I never have seen him since.

Have heard him talk about the sentiments of the Surratt’s where he boarded. He spoke of them as having secession sympathies. He spoke of the ladies of the house more particularly. I never heard him say that of this young man. He came to the office one morning in a very great state of excitement & said that a young lady at the house had slapped him in the face on account of having a political quarrel with her. I always 2 Head of the Office of the Commissary General of Prisoners.

3 Louis J. Wiechmann, the man with whom Raynor worked in the Office of the Commissary General of Prisoners.
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Reading, Frank Russell

Endorsement: Washington May 3, 1865. the man Callahan above named has been dead some weeks. H. L. Burnett

April 29th 1865

Brig. Gen. Schoepf, USA

Fort Delaware

Respected Sir,

Since my removal from the hospital, I have heard the name of “Surratt” mentioned in connection with the attempt to take the life of Mr. Seward.

Surratt was frequently at the office of the “Constitutional Union”, a newspaper published in Washington. His interviews were always with Mr. Callahan, who was engaged by Col. Joe Severens to write articles denouncing Mr. Lincoln and his cabinet. Callahan was very intimate with Surratt, who used Callahan for the purpose of obtaining information relative to any movement about to be made by the Federal army. Callahan formerly live in the same town as Surratt, who always supplied him with money. Callahan lives or did live when I was in Washington, in the neighborhood of 7th and 8th Streets, near the residence of Surratt. Surratt was a violent opponent of the government, and ready to do anything for the rebels. I have often seen them conversing together. The name of Surratt, appears on the subscription book of the Constitutional Union. I think in the month of September, 1863. Callahan was the chief writer of secession articles for the paper and obtained much information from the professors at Georgetown College relative to army movements. He was formerly Governor Floyd’s clerk, when Secretary of War. I think Callahan may know something of the whereabouts of Surratt. Callahan I believe is still writing for the Constitutional Union. He was educated for the church and once editor of the Madisonian. He is somewhat intemperate in his habits. I know most of the contributors to the “Constitutional Union”.

I deem it my duty to make known the above facts for the benefit of the police authorities, but desire that my name should not be mentioned in connection with this statement unless it be necessary to the interest of the government. I am well acquainted with Callahan, and all parties connected with the publication of the “Constitutional Union”.

I have the honor to be General,

Your very humble servant

Frank Russell Reading
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663 Penn. Dept

Chambersburg Penna.

April 27th 1865

Juniata District of

John T. Morgan

Major Comd’g

Major John S. Schultze

Asst. Adjt. General

Dept. of Pennsylvania

Sir,

I have the honor to report that there was a man by the name of Reamer1 arrested at Hagerstown Md. and sent to Washington D. C. for being implicated in raising money to pay the assassin of our late Chief Magistrate. His goods were boxed up and sent to his friends at Chambersburg Pa. to dispose of them the best they could and when the goods arrived at the depot at this place I took charge of them and placed a guard over them. I wish to know what disposition I shall make of them, as I shall hold onto them until I hear from you. He (Raymer) has another lot in the warehouse at Hagerstown, Md.

I am, Major, very respectfully

Your obdt. Servt.

John T. Morgan

Major Comd’g



1 Owned a clothing store in Hagerstown, Maryland.

(6:52–54)
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April 18th, 1865

John D. Reamer

Affidavits concerning his disloyalty while rebel army was in Hagerstown, Md., also one testifying to his being in Baltimore on the 14th of April.

2 enclosures

State of Maryland, Washington County, to wit

On this 18th day of April 1865 before me the subscriber, one of the justices of the Peace of the State of Maryland in and for Washington County, personally appeared Jacob Boisarce, and after being duly sworn according to law, doth depose and say that on the 18th day of July 1864, when a part of the Rebel army was in Hagerstown, He was present when the Rebel Officer set fire to the Engine and woodhouse of the Franklin Railroad Company. John D. Reamer went into the house in company with the said officer and after the said office had set fire to the said building, the said John D. Reamer tapped the said officer on his shoulder, as an approval of the said act, and they came out of the building together and left the said building burning, and further this deponent saith not.

Sworn before

J. W. Cook J.P.

State of Maryland, Washington County, to wit

On this 18 day of April 1865, before me the subscriber, one of the Justices of the Peace of the State of Maryland in and for Washington County personally appeared Samuel Oliver and Benjamin A. Gardinger and after being duly sworn according to law, doth depose and say that they were in the City of Baltimore on Friday the 14th day of April 1865, and that they saw John D. Reamer there between the hours of 12 o’clock A.M. and 2 o’clock P.M. in the said city of Baltimore and further these deponents saith not.

Sworn before

J. W. Cook

(6:55)

Headquarters Department of Washington

22nd Army Corps

Washington, D. C., April 1865

Capt. C. G. Norris

Will provide immediately and arrest and send to these headquarters John D. Reamer & others.

By command of C. G. Auger

Maj. Gen. Comd’g

H. H. Wells

Col. & Pro. Mar.

(6:56–59)
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Washington D. C.

19th April ’65

William Gabriel

William Gabriel deposes and says that he resides in Washington County, five miles beyond Hagerstown, Maryland; that he is a farmer by occupation and that sometime in February last he met John D. Reamer in his store in Hagerstown, where witness went to get a suit of clothes for his son. That Reamer told him that it was rumored that an army had come from some foreign country to Canada to invade the North and that more men were expected to follow. That the North would then be worse off than ever for it would have to fight the south & this army from Canada. Some further conversation ensued, during which Reamer said that a hundred thousand dollars were raised to have President Lincoln assassinated. That half was to be paid in hand to the man who did it, and the other half after the thing was done. That Reamer said that he did not know who the man was to be, but that by the 15th of April Pres. Lincoln would not be President.

After I left the store I went to the Hagerstown Bank on some business. There I saw Mr. Marshall, cashier and repeated to him what Reamer had told me.

William Gabriel

City of Washington

Dist. Of Columbia

Sworn to & subscribed before me this 19th day of April AD 1865

H. S. Olcott

Specl Com. War Dept.

(6:60)

John D. Reamer

Committed by Col. Ingraham

April 19, 1865

Resident of Hagerstown, Md. Arrested for telling Wm. Gabriel that he had read a piece in a paper taken from an Alabama paper in relation to the murder of the President. This man says he has no knowledge, nor is in any way connected with the conspiracy.

Wm. Gabriel

Committed Apr 19 1865

Is from Washington County, Md.

Says he was arrested as a witness against John D. Reamer.

Release recommended.

W. P. Wood

Supt. O. C. Prison

(6:61–63)
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2nd March 1865

Young, George

State of Maryland, Washington County, to wit:

On this 2nd day of March 1865, before me the subscriber one of the Justices of the Peace for Maryland, in and for Washington County, personally appeared George Young, and after being duly sworn according to law, doth depose and say, that the deponent was in the clothing store of John D. Reamer in Hagerstown in the month of February last and heard John D. Reamer say in conversation with William Gabriel that there was now in Canada, from England, fifty thousand men, and that there would be in a short time fifty thousand more; he, Reamer, was then asked by Gabriel what that meant, and in answer he (Reamer) said he did not know, but we would find out in a short time, and said that there was now made up, one hundred thousand dollars for a man to kill Abraham Lincoln and that the man wanted one half in hand and the balance when the act was done. He was then asked the question by Gabriel, who the man was to do the act, and was answered by Reamer that it was not yet known, and by the first day of April next we will have Lincoln out of his seat and further this deponent saith not.

Sworn before

(signed) J. W. Cook, J.P.

I certify the above is a true copy.

(signed) Thos. B. Dewey

Lieut. 2 US Cavalry

Provost Marshal

(6:64–66)
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Smith, David H.

I, David H. Smith, deputy sheriff residing at Hagerstown, Washington County, Maryland, being duly sworn do depose and say: I was informed by John Young, living on Welsh Run, about twelve miles north of Hagerstown, that he was in Hagerstown some time in the latter part of January or first of February, 1865. He was in John D. Reamer’s clothing store to buy some goods, and he there met William Gabriel; that the said John D. Reamer, in conversation with the said Gabriel, said things which are embodied in a statement made by the said Young on the 2nd of March 1865, which statement I have seen and can certify that it is in accordance with the statement which the said Young made in my presence.

The reputation of the said John D. Reamer is that of one of the worst secessionists and Rebels we have in the place. I have heard him damn the government. I have also heard him say that the south ought to have their rights; that he had lived among them and knew what they were, and that their rights had been trampled upon. He is looked upon by every good Union man in our town as dangerous in the community. At the time Chambersburg was burned last summer, the Rebels went through Hagerstown robbing and burning the stores of Union men, but the store of Reamer was left untouched.

David H. Smith

Witness

John Lee

John S. Young

(6:67–75)
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Statement of John D. Reamer

April 28th 1865

John D. Reamer, living in Hagerstown Md., merchant, tailor, & clothing merchant states:

I have been in business in Hagerstown since 1847 with the exception of one year, during which I was out of business, and which was the year before last. I know William Gabriel. Have known him for 10 or 12 years. He has been a customer of mine fully that length of time.

Question: Do you remember of his coming to see you about giving an order for some clothes for his sons about two months since?

Answer: Yes sir, he got his sons each a little overcoat. Mr. Gabriel lives in the country and does not take the newspapers. He asked me what the news was. I told him I did not know of anything. I told him that I had just read a singular advertisement taken from an Alabama paper for some money to assassinate the President. We were laughing at it. We thought it a very foolish thing that a body should advertise for money in that way. The man who advertised stated that he would give a thousand dollars toward the enterprise. I have a great many customers, and they ask me the news, & I tell them what I read in the papers. This I had seen a few days previously. There was a gentleman in the store at the time named Young. He was sitting at the stove, perhaps 8 or 10 feet from us; but I was not addressing the conversation particularly to him. I did not pay any attention to him. I did not suppose he heard the conversation. Gabriel The man advertising spoke about addressing him at Cohollow, Alabama. This is the substance of the conversation in regard to the advertisement as near as I can remember. There was another conversation also. I told him that I had heard that there was a force of soldiers in Canada and was wondering for what purpose they were there. I had read that also a few days previously in the papers. I do not recollect any other conversation that took place between us.

Question: What did you state about the force in Canada?

Answer: I told him that there was a force in Canada; and I thought probably they intended making a raid on the North.

Question: Did you not tell him how many men there were in the force?

Answer: No sir.

Question: Did not you tell him there was another force to follow this one?

Answer: I do not recollect it from the fact that it passed out of my mind. Other things were asked me by my customers who came in; but I cannot tell in what paper I saw it.

Question: Did you read it in any paper?

Answer: I cannot say; but I heard it.

Question: Who did you hear it from?

Answer: I really cannot say, from the fact that these things passed out of my mind. I do not relate things unless I am asked by my customers what about the news.

Question: Did you or not state to him that there was a plan to assassinate Mr. Lincoln?

Answer: Nothing more than what I had read in the papers.

Question: Did you mention to him about any paper?

Answer: I rather think I told him that I had seen it copied from an Alabama paper.

Question: Did you say anything about any paper?

Answer: Yes, sir. I told him I had read it in the paper.

Question: Did you or not say to him that there was a party who was to assassinate Mr. Lincoln?

Answer: No sir.

Question: That he was to receive $50,000 and that he was to receive $20,000 after the deed was done?

Answer: I do not recollect. I am thinking but I do not recollect.

Question: Who did you hear that from?

Answer: Nothing but what I read in the papers.

Question: There was nothing in the papers about that, that a person had already received $20,000.

Answer: That I don’t recollect.

Question: These gentlemen do recollect that you told them. Now tell who told you of anything of that sort.

Answer: I do not recollect. I recollect of telling that this man said he would give a thousand dollars towards it; this person in Alabama.

Question: How did you come to tell them that a man had already received a large sum of money, naming twenty-five or thirty thousand dollars?

Answer: I do not recollect of telling it. I do not think I have told it. I am telling you the truth, on my oath. If I told them, I told them I had read it in the newspapers. That is all that I know on that subject.

If you will allow me to make a statement in regard to this matter, I will be glad to do so. Mr. Smith is a man that was employed to do me this injury. I do not think that Mr. Gabriel was. I do not think that I told him anything but what I read in the newspapers.

I am no politician & never was. I was a Whig all my lifetime; would never ask for an office and never accepted an office at any time, but voted peacefully and quietly. I last voted for Bell & Everett; have not voted since.
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Sections of the hotel register for the Red Lion
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Reed, A. H.

A. H. Reed, clerk in Gen’l Caldwell’s Military Commission states:

On Saturday evening, April 15th, 1865, I was at the National Hotel1 in Washington about 8 o’clock waiting for a friend and was standing near a showcase leaning my head on my hand. On my right was a staircase leading upstairs, and the situation of the showcase was such that I could stand very near the staircase and not be seen by anyone coming down the stairs. I heard some man speaking, and on looking saw the legs of two men on the stairs, but I could see the face of only one of them. A moment after one of the men said, to give his exact words, “But how goes it?” the other man replied: “Well he stops at the Kirkwood”2 and my impression is that he said No. 4 or No. 14. He continued: “His goodness may kill him before morning”, he said this with a laugh. They stood there but a moment, when both came downstairs, and the taller man of the two, and the one who made the remark saw me and very gruffly said “Good evening.” I returned it, and they passed on, one going into the reading room and the other passing out, tapping the other on the breast as he went out. I followed this one, but he soon disappeared. He had a military cut to his coat, but no brass buttons; he had whiskers and very closely cut mustache. I think his coat was hooked, not buttoned, and when he came down it was hooked or buttoned at the bottom and top, and I saw under his coat what appeared to be the top of a brass buckle. I have no idea who either of the persons were; I think I have seen the small man since at the Kirkwood House; he had his hair combed forward of his ears. The whiskers of the tall man were quite dark, and his hair was strait.



1 Booth stayed at the National Hotel (6th Street and Pennsylvania Avenue) when in Washington.

2 Vice President Andrew Johnson stayed at the Kirkwood House (12th Street and Pennsylvania Avenue).


[image: ]

Figure 15. Red Lion Hotel register.
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B. M. Reed

Letterhead: Department of Metropolitan Police, Office of Superintendent, 483

Tenth Street West, Washington, April 27, 1865

Col. Foster

Sir,

I have searched all through this office but cannot find that letter.2 If not contraband will you be kind enough to inform me if Booth (J. W.) and Herold have been arrested etc.

And greatly oblige

Your Obt. Svt.

B. M. Reed

Act. Supt.

Letter of Junius Brutus Booth



1 Reed was an inspector (detective) on the Washington Metropolitan Police Force.

2 The letter by Junius Brutus Booth Jr. was misfiled. See Junius Brutus Booth Jr. (3:1084–87).


	DAVID C. REED	(3:1098–1100, PW, Poore I:170, Pitman 83; DW, Surratt, Poore III:217, Pitman 138)


“R” 688 (JAO) 1865

D. C. Reed

District of Columbia

City of Washington

David C. Reed, being duly sworn deposes and says that he resides at 617 H Street in the city of Washington, knows John H. Surratt; have known him from childhood; was intimate with his father; have seen same John H. Surratt during the past year. I last saw him on the afternoon of the 14th inst.; the day of the assassination. It was between 4 ½ and 6th Streets on Pennsylvania Avenue. I was standing in front of Hunt & Goodwin’s store talking to one of the clerks the time he passed.3

I bowed to him as he passed. He recognized me. I think he bowed first. He was going up the Avenue towards 6th Street. He was alone. He was dressed in a drab, country cloth suit, coat vest and pants; genteel & well made. It was a light drab. He wore a stiff felt hat round top; a very dark drab. His pants were rather short, and displayed a new pair of brass spurs with a blue steel comb as large as a copper cent. They were entirely new.

DC Reed

Sworn to before me this 26th day of April 1865

John A. Foster

Col. & Judge Av.



3 John Surratt was in Elmira, New York, on April 14.
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Reed, Harrison

Washington, June 6th, 1865

Sir,

I understand E. N. Spencer, clerk at the Kirkwood recollects that Atzerodt called for the key to his room at 8 PM on the evening of the 14th of April. He remembers well standing on the steps near the door of the Kirkwood as Gov. Farewell approached the house on a run & that Gov. F. approached the house said, “The President has been shot at Ford’s Theater.” And requested him to have the stairs & Johnson’s room guarded, & that Gov. F. also requested Mr. Jones to do the same as he ran upstairs to the Vice President’s room.1

I also understand that Herold confessed to Marshall Murray of N.Y. that his place was at the door of Ford’s Theater & as soon as the President was shot he ran to the Kirkwood to Atzerodt’s room.2 Probably by the time he arrived with Atzerodt at Johnson’s room they found it guarded, then went downstairs to the street another way, where they separate & Herold joins Booth & Atzerodt joins Payne & they leave the city in pairs.

As I have noticed no evidence that Atzerodt was at the Kirkwood after 12 ^o’clock^ M. on the 14th, or that the room was guarded from without & within, so that no person would attempt to approach it, within about three minutes after the assassination, I take the liberty of calling attention to these points.

Very respectfully Your obt. Servt.

Harrison Reed

Judge Advocate Gen. Holt

Washington



1 Leonard J. Farwell, former governor of Wisconsin and friend of Vice President Andrew Johnson, rushed to the Kirkwood House to alert Johnson that Lincoln had been shot and to arrange for security.

2 David Herold accompanied Powell to the Seward house and fled the city on his own, abandoning Powell. Atzerodt went to the Kirkwood House but lost his courage and spent the early morning hours at the Kimmel House before fleeing to Germantown in Montgomery County, Maryland.
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NY

20th Feb./65

My dear Sir,3

I regretted not to have again seen you on Saturday and yesterday could not find out Mr. Edwin Booth’s house as his name is not in the Directory. As I was anxious1 to have had a conversation with you relative to the order for shipping the horses, as well as the ile question. With regard to the former may I beg you to find out as soon as your convenience will allow if the thing is possible, and if so, write me back a letter as I can show to the gentleman (who wishes to procure the order) and I would go on at once to Washington and give all particulars. However, I may say the desire of the owner of the horses is to bring them to Paris, he is a Strong Union Man and in a good position here. Now about the oil regions. Will you give me the particulars how to find my way and the direction of your friend, also what one should take in the way of clothes, etc. Since I am an old Californian and can rough it as well as the next white man. Also what the cost of living, traveling and that sort of thing is. I need not repeat what I have already told you. I am not one of those over burdened with the worlds gifts and would go to turn my hand to the first thing that offered.

You were kind enough to say you would give me a letter to your friend but that there is no hurry for, as I could not leave NY for some little time. Be so good as address to Stuart’s care at Winter Garden and believe me, Most faithfully, J.J. Reford.



3 Found among Booth’s papers in his room at the National Hotel in Washington. This letter is believed by some to be a loosely worded code letter pertaining to Booth’s capture plan. See William A. Tidwell, James O. Hall, and David W. Gaddy, Come Retribution (Jackson: University Press of Mississippi, 1988), 404.

1 Incorrectly transcribed in Tidwell, Hall, and Gaddy, Come Retribution, as “Lewis anxious” in the belief that it refers to Lewis Powell.
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Remedy for Chills

30 grams quinine

20 grams Blue Mass

16 drops of the oil of black pepper made into 1 dozen pills

commence by taking 1 pill for 6 hours before the chill comes on, that is one pill for each hour, if the 6 pills don’t have the desired effect when the chill is again expected, take the other 6.


	J. REYNOLDS	(2:1061–62)


“R” 322 (JAO) 1865

Reynolds, J.

Washington May 11th 1865

H. H. Wells

I have the honor to report to you that I called on the following named persons: Mr. John F. Burch and Susan Burch, No. 333 F. Street. They say that they are not able to recognize the sound of the whistle as similar to the one heard the night of the assassination. I also called Mr. A. Cook, 418 Massachusetts, Avenue. He immediately recognized the sound to be substantially the same as heard on the night of the assassination.

Yours most respectfully

J. Reynolds
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23rd April 1865

Reynolds, J. W.

Statement

J. W. Reynolds,

Proprietor of the Reynolds House on Pa. Avenue says that a man named Arthur Judd came to his House on the first of April to board, and has been a clerk in Capt. Burrell’s office on 18th Street.

On Friday night last he took breakfast in the morning and dinner between four and five o’clock. He left my house probably a few minutes before five, as near as I could come to the time. I have not seen any thing of him from that time to this, nor heard from him. The last that I heard of him he was seen in the Kirkwood House about 7 o’clock on Friday evening, the 14th instant. He said there that he was going to New York. I asked the question of a friend of his—Charles Cutterman, who’s boarding at my house on Saturday morning. It appears that this Mr. Cutterman discovered a key in his pocket. He did not know how it came there. It proved to be the key of Judd’s room. Mr. Cutterman left him at the Kirkwood House about seven o’clock, and has not been heard from since. He is an Englishman by birth and has been in our regular army. The key of his trunk was found in his room. He has a trunk there. It has been left undisturbed.

George Judd is a man between five feet 9 and 11 inches high, a thin and spare man, light sandy hair, light mustache and no whiskers at all. He had on at dinner a light suit, but he left a pant of that suit. When I heard that a man had been stopped by our pickets and afterward committed suicide, I did not know but he might be the same man.

Do not know his political sentiments.

(Address 213, 8th Street)
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A. J. McReynolds

No. 249 F Street

Washington City, DC May 19, 1865

Hon. E. M. Stanton

Secretary of War

Sir,

I have the honor to submit to your consideration the case of Mr. J. D. Reamer of Hagerstown, Md., now a prisoner in the “old capitol prison” charged, as I am informed, on the information of one George Young with having stated in a conversation in his store in Hagerstown Md., with one Gabriel in the month of February last, that he had offered a thousand dollars to secure the assassination of the President; Mr. Gabriel is also in the old capitol prison, detained as a witness in the case. I have been retained by the accused as his counsel, and in that character beg to submit as my opinion that a preliminary examination of the case would result in his immediate discharge without trial. He has now been several weeks in prison, his business broken up, his health much impaired, and more affective than all else, the death of his eldest son daily looked for as will appear by the letter which I take the liberty of enclosing herewith. I learn by inquiry that he is a respectable businessman and law abiding citizen; his statement, and one that would seem from all the circumstances to carry conviction on its face is that Mr. Gabriel entered his store and in a conversation, accused stated that he feared our troubles were not all over yet, that he had just read in a newspaper (an extract from a southern paper) that a proposition was made by some southern man to secure the assassination of the President and Cabinet for one million dollars, and he the advertiser, had offered to contribute one thousand dollars to that object; that this conversation was in an ordinary tone of voice and that a person named Young was sitting at the stove several feet distant, and doubtless, misconstruing his language, some two months after and subsequent to the terrible tragedy that resulted in the death of the lamented President, made the statement that the accused had said that he (not the southerners) had offered $1,000 for the purpose indicated.

When the circumstances are considered; the fact that the accused has not been implicated with the rebellion; that he was an old established merchant doing a prosperous business; that he has the responsibilities of a large family; that the person with whom he was conversing (Gabriel) is known as a loyal citizen, a farmer in the vicinity; and too, that the fact that such an advertisement as the one spoken of was at the time extensively published throughout the north, It would seem that the charge against him is a palpable obscenity.

May I not then, as his counsel, be pardoned for asking for the accused such preliminary examination, when in my opinion it will establish the facts herewith stated, and thus secure his early release and restoration to his family.

I have the honor to be, Mr. Secretary,

Your Obt. St.

T. M. Reynolds, counsel for the accused
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Evidence

Richards, A. C.

Letterhead: Department of Metropolitan Police, Office of Superintendent, 483

Tenth Street West, Washington, May 4, 1865

Col. H. L. Burnett

Sir,

I have the honor to report that I have no testimony in my possession, nor have I taken any relative to the assassination of the late President.

I have a hat which is supposed to have belonged to the late President, also a hat supposed to have been worn by the assassin, Booth, also a spur supposed to have been worn by Booth. These articles are subject to your order and can be delivered at any time upon your receipt for them for my own protection.

Very Respectfully

Your Obt. Servant

A. C. Richards Supt.



1 Almarin Cooley Richards’s official title was superintendent of the Department of Metropolitan Police. He served as superintendent from December 1864 until 1878.

(2:940–41)
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Richards, A. C.

Letterhead: Department of Metropolitan Police, Office of Superintendent, 483

Tenth St. West, Washington May 9th 1865

Col. Burnett

Judge Advocate etc.

Sir,

I have thought that I ought to state to you in reference to one John Lloyd who lived at, and kept Surratt’s tavern, and whom I now understand is under arrest as an accessory to the murder of our late President.2 That when detective Clarvoe3 of my force called at the tavern, kept by him, on Saturday morning after the murder, and interrogated him as to whether Booth or any of his party had passed that way the night before. He denied all knowledge of their having passed, and called God to witness to the truth of his asseverations. This and other statements made by Lloyd can be substantiated, if necessary, by Clarvoe.

Very respectfully

Your obt. Servt.

A. C. Richards, Supt.



2 There is no evidence in the documentary record that Lloyd was held as a conspirator, although Lloyd may well have thought that he was at terrible risk because of his association with Herold and because he kept the articles picked up by Booth and Herold the night of the assassination.

3 John Clarvoe, a detective with the Department of Metropolitan Police.

(2:1063)

“R” 323 (JAO) 1865

A. C. Richards

Letterhead: Department of Metropolitan Police, Office of Superintendent, 483

Tenth Street West, Washington May 17, 1865

Col. H. L. Burnett

Judge Advocate etc.

Sir,

I am informed that Lieut. Brown of Maj. O’Beirne’s force searched Booth’s room at the National Hotel on the night of the assassination.1

Very Respectfully,

Your obt. Servt.

A. C. Richards

Supt.



1 Army lieutenant William H. Tyrrell of provost marshal Timothy Ingraham’s Washington staff recovered the papers from Booth’s trunk while searching the room on Saturday, April 15.

(3:1096–97)
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Richards, A. C. Supt. Wash. Police

Letterhead: Department of Metropolitan Police, Office of Superintendent, 483

Tenth Street West, Washington April 16, 1865

Col. Ingraham

Provost Marshal, JA

Sir,

The bearer of this, Officer Sprague of my force, knows one Browning who was with one of the parties who hired the horse which Booth or his accomplices used on the night of the assassination.

Browning recently returned from the South; his father lives in Bladensburg and the son is supposed to be at home. At any rate it would be well to ascertain his whereabouts. If the bearer can be furnished with a horse he will go to Bladensburg & cause the arrest of Browning by the Military there.

Very Respectfully,

A. C. Richards

Supt.


	DOLBY RICHARDS	(3:454–55)
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Report in reference to Dolby Richards

Hdqrs Co “E” 8th US Cav

Fairfax C. H. Va.

June 11th 1865

Major E. Russell

Comdg 8th US Cavalry

Sir,

I have the honor to report that in obedience to Special orders No. 108 of 9th inst. I proceeded to the residence of Dolby Richards near Upper Ville, Loudon Co. Va. but found that said D. Richards had left on Wednesday the 7th inst.

I remained about a day at and near Upperville making inquiry about him, but could gain no information as to the cause of his absence or where he had gone.

I have the honor to be

Respectfully, Your obt. Servt

O. Whitaker

2 Lieut. Co. “E” 8th Ill. Cavalry


	GEORGE P. RICHARDSON	(3:1281–82)
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Geo. P. Richardson, LT. & AAAG & PM

Headquarters,

2nd Brigade, Hardie’s Div. 22nd AC,

Fort Bunker Hill, DC,

April 26, 1865

Colonel Olcott,

I have the honor to transmit herewith an express receipt and one other slip of paper found on the person of George B. Love, a dishonorably discharged hospital steward who committed suicide by cutting his throat at Fort Thayer in this brigade last week, having been arrested by the picket in trying to get through the lines.

I also send an extract cut out of the “Daily National Republican” of Washington yesterday. I send these to you as the name “Starr” appears in both.1

I am Colonel

Very Respectfully

Your obt. Servant

Geo. P. Richardson

3rd Mass. H. A. Lt. & AAAG & PM



1 In all likelihood this refers to Ellen Starr (alias Ella Turner, alias Fannie Harrison), a nineteen-year-old Baltimore prostitute and paramour of John Wilkes Booth.

(3:1283)

“R” 744 (JAO) 1865

Annapolis, Md.

April 18, 1865

Steward Von Myck

Sir

You will please let [illegible] my key and send my valise by Adams Express to No 257 N. Eden St. Balto.

(3:1283)

“R” 744 (JAO) 1865

Newspaper clipping:

The Mistress of Booth—Ella Turner, the reputed mistress of J. Wilkes Booth, the assassin of the President once lived in Petersburg, and subsequently in Richmond, since the war, and then made her way north. Her right name is Starr, and she is a native of Baltimore. Her sister, at whose house in Washington she attempted suicide, married a printer, and moved to Petersburg, where the conjugal relation was dissolved, and the two sisters, traveling about for a while from Petersburg to Richmond, finally returned to Washington—Richmond Whig, 22nd.

(3:1284)
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Adams Express Receipt form

Letterhead Adams Express Company, Great Eastern, Western and Southern

Express Forwarders, Annapolis, Md. Apl 13th 1865, etc.

Received of one trunk one box value—marked John Taylor Starr, Baltimore Md.

For the company, Lee


	JAMES H. RICHARDSON	(2:576–79)
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McPhail J. L.

Certified Statement of James H. Richardson relative to certain expressions made by one John M. Carmen of Bridgetown, Queen Ann’s County Md. Centerville Md. May 5, 1865

Endorsement: Baltimore May 4th 1865, forwarded to the War Department for orders J. L. McPhail, PM Gen. State of Md.

Centreville Md. May 2nd 1865

I hereby certify that I heard John M. Carmen of Bridgetown, Md. Sometime last winter say that “A. Lincoln, President of the U.S. would be killed before the war was ended” and since the assassination of the President I heard him say that “the dam’d son of a bitch ought to have been killed four years ago” and that I would see that “A. Johnson and the others (referring to the Cabinet) would share the same fate”. I have also from time to time heard said Carmen utter language of the most treasonable character, on more than one occasion saying “that when the rebel Cavalry came to Caroline Co. he would be glad of the opportunity of serving as guide to point out the dam’d Union men and assist in hanging them or driving them out of the state”. He did further act at one time as recruiting officer for the rebel army, and his house was a hiding place for federal deserters and escaped rebel prisoners or what were said by him to be such. He has according to his own account visited disloyal persons in St. Mary’s Co. Md. on one or two occasions since the commencement of the war. He never knew anyone in St. Mary’s Co. before the war to my knowledge. Said Carmen is a terror to Union men in the neighborhood having several times made threats to burn their property. My relations with him are friendly and I am induced to give this statement for the good of my neighborhood and Country only.

James H. Richardson P. M.

Bridgetown, Md.

Sworn and subscribed etc. Robert Baynard


	ALBERT GALLATIN RIDDLE1	(7:311–13)


F-64

Letter to Stanton from Riddle, May 25, 1865

Hon E. M. Stanton

Secy of War

Sir,

I am informed that some time after the murder of Mr. L. and perhaps after the trial one M. E. Martin2 then confined at Baltimore wrote to you informing you that in Feby or Mar. preceding he was detained at Port Tobacco a week or more and then saw and was with Atzerodt, Payne, Surratt & Herold most of that time and knew they were in concert about something and wanted to cross the Potomac and did. That by your direction Marshal McPhail took Martin’s affidavit. Will you furnish us copies for immediate use? I’ve caused Martin to be subpeonaed but he cannot arrive under two or three days and these papers may lead to other proof.

Your obt. Servt

A. G. Riddle



1 Former Republican representative from Ohio (1861–63) and consul at Matanzas, Cuba (1863–64). Riddle, an attorney, was retained by the State Department in the prosecution of John H. Surratt in 1867.

2 M. E. Martin had attempted to get George Atzerodt to row him safely across the Potomac River in January 1865 and was seen with John Surratt, David Herold, and Lewis Powell at the time. Martin’s affidavit appears on M. Edward Martin (5:329–33).


	D. H. RIFFARD	(6:89–90)
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Mr. D. H. Riffard

Washington

April 15, 1865

Chief of Police

Sir,

Between 12 and 1 o’clock last night I met a gentleman on the corner of Pennsylvania Avenue and 14th St. who said to me that a friend of his was present the day before at the office where the rebel officers were registering their names and that his friend told him that Gen’l Ewell, or a name sounding like it, remarked that within ten days we should see something we did not dream of, or words to that effect, and that there would be a change soon, besides other remarks. The gentleman was a stranger to me but he might be found if deemed advisable, by a remark he made to me that the day previous President Lincoln had signed his commission as paymaster and that he would not take one thousand dollars for the paper as it had Abraham’s signature to it.

I am

Respectfully

Your obedient Servant

D. H. Riffard

Late 2nd Lt. 14th N. Y. H. A.


	CLARA RITTER	(7:424–29)


F-85

Statements and Correspondence relating to H.T and Clara Ritter, May 13 and 14, 1865

New York, PD May 3rd

Mr. McDevitt Sir,

I was away from the office a short time this morning and while away there was a man and woman came to the office. The woman inquired if there was a letter for Capt Nevarro. The clerk told her there was no letter and also told her it would be necessary to bring an order if there did one come to which she replied that would be impossible as the Capt. was dead and she wanted the letters to forward to his widow. The man then spoke and said it was the case and if here came any letter to that address to please send them to his office and he would forward them. He left his card. He is one of a firm doing business near this office. They went away together. One of the clerks in this office went after them. They parted at his place of business and the clerk tried to pipe her off but she beat him.

I think the man and woman had better be arrested. I can get the man certain and probably the woman and by doing so we possibly would get the Capt. Now if you will get me an order for the arrest of all parties calling for said letter or anyone of them I will execute it immediately. The man’s name that called is H. T. Ritter is doing business near this office.

Yours very Respectfully

Officer G. Walling

NYPD

(7:430–34)

F-85

New York

May 6th 1865

L. C. Baker

Col. & Agt. War Dept

Dear Sir,

Tonight’s just received, which does not cover all the case. The Supt. of [illegible] may have not explained properly the nature of my telegram yesterday. I shall endeavor to explain to you the manner in which the case stands. In the first place a letter was intercepted in Montreal by McDevitt which requested some party at the St. Lawrence Hall to forward all letters which might arrive for John Harrison there to Capt. Navarro, NY.

Enclosing one envelope with the address of Navarro, a letter was mailed to Navarro. McD returned to [illegible] When leaving NY he placed the matter in the hands of one officer Walling. Enclosed please find Walling’s letter which will explain to you how the matter stands. This Ritter, mentioned in Walling’s letter is a broker here. He accompanied this woman to the Post Office and requested letters addressed to Navarro to be sent to his office. I regret that I did not see the letter of Walling before [illegible] at your office or I should not trouble you so much. If in your judgment you deem it expedient to arrest Ritter we may by his arrest get down to the woman & Capt., please order. My authority does not empower me to arrest Ritter, hence the necessity of writing to you. If you would allow me, I would suggest that should you order the arrest of Ritter and any person or persons calling for letters at New York Post Office addressed to Capt. Navarro. My authority which I now hold from you does not cover the case as it now stands with the excepting of Navarro. Hoping to hear from you soon, I shall await your instructions.

Very respectfully,

Your obt. Servt.

D. R. P. Bigley

Western Hotel

(7:435–38)

F-85

Endorsement: Hdqurs, Dept of the East, NY City 14 May, 1865, Respectfully referred to the Sec. of War. Officer Bigley will deliver this with Mr. & Mrs. Ritter. Mr. R. who is believed to be entirely innocent, has done everything in his power to get at the truth of the transactions, with which his wife is connected and is sent, not as a prisoner, but as a witness. John A. Dix, Maj. Gen.

Letterhead: Headquarters Department of the East, New York City, 13tth May 1865

Examination of Mrs. Clara Ritter.1

I am the wife of Henry T. Ritter of this city and reside at No.155 West 12th Street. I formerly lived at Galveston, Texas and left there sometime in the year 1859 with my mother, Mrs. Matilda Pix, now living in Philadelphia, corner of 20th and Arch Streets, at a boarding house, name not recollected.

Sometime early in April, about the 3rd or 4th, I received a letter from a lady who signed her name “Navarro” directed to me in Philadelphia, by my maiden name, “Clara Pix” which was forwarded to me in this city asking me to call for letters for Capt. Navarro. I do not know who forwarded that letter, it may have been my mother, I do not remember where the letter was written, nor did I have any directions where I was to send the letters to when I got them. The request was that I should call for letters in both Philadelphia and New York. I did not call for letters at the Post Office here until about the 3rd May, when I did call, I was told there were no letters for Capt. Navarro, and the question was asked where they should be sent should any arrive. My husband was with me and he directed them to be sent to his office, No. 80 Beaver St. I had no previous knowledge of any Mrs. Navarro, or Capt. Navarro and cannot explain why she wrote to me.

She said that Capt. Navarro was dead and wanted the letters for his widow, her daughter-in-law.

She told me not to send the letters to her there, but to keep them until they could be sent for and she would write me again. I thought it probable that Captain Navarro was a Union officer.

I heard but cannot tell from whom, that a man named Eugene Navarro was a prisoner of war at Johnson’s Island and about the time of the fall of Richmond I sent him a newspaper as an act of courtesy because he was from Texas. It is possible that this may be the explanation of the letter being sent to me.

In explanation of a remark I made that I thought Capt. Navarro was a Union officer, I have to say that when I got the letter asking me to get letters directed to him to be sent to his widow, I thought his widow was in the South.

Question: You stated that you had no other knowledge of Eugene Navarro, than having casually heard from someone whom you do not recollect that such a person was a prisoner in Ohio and in reply to a suggestion that he might have been exchanged or escaped and have written to you on his route, you exclaimed that you knew he would not escape because he is a Christian. I now ask you how you know that he (Eugene Navarro) is a Christian?

Answer: I heard at the time I was told he was a prisoner that he had sent for sermons, tracts and newspapers. I heard this in Washington City. I do not remember from whom. I have an uncle living in Washington. His name is John Gould. I was at his house in July 1864. He was then a clerk in the Land Office and has been in the service of the Government for many years.

I do not know that I heard of Eugene Navarro through him, in fact I know that I did not. I think I heard of Eugene Navarro from someone in the Lincoln Hospital near Washington. I never told my husband that I had received the letter (asking me to call for letters) from a person (Mrs. Navarro) who was a stranger to me. I supposed it was an unimportant matter. I was married on the 20th of February last. I did not keep the letter signed by Mrs. Navarro, but destroyed it. I cannot explain why I did not call for letters until a month elapsed except that the Post Office is a good way from my residence and I was not well for some part of the time, and the weather was bad. I did not ask my husband to call for the letters because I thought they would not give them to him. My husband’s office is not very far from the Post Office.

Made before me this 13th May, 1865

Chs O. Joline

Maj. & ADG



1 Circumstantial evidence suggests that Clara Ritter was a mail drop along the Confederate mail line running between Canada and Richmond using “Captain Navarro” as an addressee. Mrs. Ritter’s admission to Washington police detective Daniel Bigley that she wrote to Canada, directing her correspondent there to address all letters to “Capt. Navarro” (which she would pick up at the Philadelphia post office), and that she knew John Harrison, an alias used by John Surratt, is consistent with her being a mail agent receiving and sending documents and papers for the Confederacy.


	H. T. RITTER	(7:439–40)


F-85

Letterhead: Headquarters Department of the East, New York City, 13th May 1865

Statement of Mr. H. T. Ritter

On the morning that I called with my wife at the Post Office for letters for Capt. Nevarro, I understood her to say that she had been requested to call for such letters by her mother, Mrs. Pix, in Philadelphia. Mrs. Ritter did not tell me that she had a letter directing her to call for letters for Capt. Nevarro, until the morning we did call, said to be on or near the 3rd May. I left my business card with the Post Office clerk, and directed the letters to be sent to my office. My wife told me she wanted the letters to send to Mrs. Nevarro, in the South. The above statement was made before me this 13th May 1865.

Chs. O. Joline

Maj. & A.D.G.

(7:441–44)

F-85

Letterhead: Headquarters Department of the East, New York City, May 14th 1865

Maj. Gen. John A. Dix,

Commanding etc.

General,

In obedience of your order of the 12th inst., Mr. Henry T. Ritter was brought before me for examination. Without any hesitation he declared that some two weeks since his wife, Mrs. Clara Ritter, told him she had been requested by her mother, Mrs. Pix of Philadelphia to call for letters at the New York Post Office, for Capt. Nevarro; that he accompanied her to the Post Office; that no letters appeared to be there and in reply to a question as to where any should be sent which might arrive, that he gave his business card to the clerk and directed the letters to be sent to him. Mrs. Clara Ritter was at once sent for and examined. I found it very difficult indeed to get any answers or explanations from her which appeared at all reasonable or coherent. And it was mainly through the persistent efforts of her husband and by his reminding her of what transpired within his knowledge, that the statement was given, unsatisfactory as it is; found in the paper herewith, marked “A”. I deem it important to inform you of some of the circumstances which transpired during the course of that examination as showing how improbable her account is of her connection with the matter.

Early in the inquiry, Mr. Ritter remarked that he had no idea there was anything wrong about the matter of inquiring for letters for Capt. Nevarro, and to sustain that idea said “I promptly gave my business card with my name written upon it to the clerk in the Post Office”. “Yes” replied Mrs. Ritter to him “and that is the whole cause of this trouble”.

When she told me that the letter from Mrs. Nevarro was sent to her in Philadelphia, I asked her why a person would write to her in Philadelphia to get letters out of the New York Post Office. She replied, after some hesitation, “The letter asked me to call for letters at both New York and Philadelphia.” To my remark that this was very strange she replied that the person who wrote the letter doubtless knew that she was “formerly passing from Philadelphia to New York frequently.”

When she declared that she did not know and had never heard of either a Mrs. Nevarro or a Capt. Nevarro, her husband reminded her of a person named Eugene Nevarro to whom she had sent a newspaper. After much hesitation & inquiries on his part (Mr. Ritter’s) and mine, she admitted having sent the paper, but declared that she did not know the person and had only casually heard that there was such a person, a prisoner at Johnson’s Island, but could not recollect who told her so. I then suggested the possibility that Eugene Nevarro might have escaped and written to her on his route south, when she exclaimed “Oh no, he was too good a Christian to do that.” Her explanation of this remark is found in her statement. Not the least remarkable part of the statement is the fact stated by her that she received a letter of the kind mentioned, from one stranger to another, about the letters of another stranger to be called for in two cities & that she did not show the letter to her husband, or tell him she had received it; that she kept it a month before she called for letters as directed; & that she did not request her husband who passes the Post Office at least twice a day to call for them for her. It will be seen by Mr. Ritter’s statement herewith marked “B” that she did not mention to him the fact that she wanted to call for the letters until the 3rd May and that she then stated she had received the request so to call from her mother, after making that statement Mr. Ritter stated to me that she casually expressed the desire to call for the letters as they were riding down town in an omnibus, and that he insisted on going to the Post Office with her.

My decided opinion is that Mr. Ritter is entirely innocent. His conduct has been as open and frank as possible and he has used every effort to get his wife to tell all she knows.

I know Mr. John Gould of the General Land Office and advise that he be questioned on this matter.

Just as I reach this part of my letter, Officer Bigley, who guarded Mrs. Ritter last night at her residence, calls and informs me that after earnest efforts on the part of her husband, Mrs. Ritter admitted to him that she wrote the letter to Canada directing the letters to be sent to Capt. Nevarro; that she knows John Harrison and that he and John H. Surratt are the same person. I have the honor to be very respectfully Your obt. Serv.

Chs. O. Joline

Maj.& ADG


	JACOB RITTERSPACH [RITTERSBACK, RITTERSPAUGH]	(6:47–49, PW, Poore II:32, 460, Pitman 97, 97; DW, Spangler, Poore III:49, Pitman 107)
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Jacob Ritterspach

Statement furnished by W. P. Wood

Supt. O. C. Prison

Jacob Ritterspach

Committed April 18, 1865

Is 24 years of age, born in France, has lived in this country 16 years, lived in Pennsylvania, except for the last year and one half. Has been in the nine months service. Is a carpenter by trade, has worked at Ford’s Theater in Washington as a carpenter for four weeks preceding and up to the date the President was murdered.

He knows Booth by sight, but never spoke to him, or had any conversation with him. Booth did not play when Ritterspach was employed there. On the afternoon before the murder of the President, he helped take the partition out of the box occupied by the President, did not see Booth there when at work that afternoon, but about 5 P.M. he saw Booth in the alley in rear of the Theater. He (Booth) was talking to Mr. Spangler (another carpenter) and asked him for a halter. Spangler went into the theater and brought the halter and gave it to Booth and asked what he wanted of it. Booth said he had borrowed a horse and wanted to take a ride. Ritterspach asked Spangler1 who he was and he replied it was Booth, had seen him before but did not know his name. Just before the murder he saw Booth cross the stage and go out the front way (towards the audience). After hearing the shot, someone jumped on the stage and there was a cry “Stop that man”. He (Ritterspach) tried to do so, but the man (he did not see his face and could not say who it was) had a knife and he did not dare touch him & he ran out of the door and escaped. Ritterspach does not know Surratt, Herold or Atzerodt and never saw them.



1 Ritterspaugh, called as a prosecution witness, testified that Spangler slapped him across the face, saying “Don’t say which way he went” only seconds after Booth fled the theater.


	J. B. ROBERTS	(2:567–69)


“R” 149 (JAO) 1865

Roberts, J. B., tragedian

Endorsements: J. B. Roberts Holliday St. Theater, Baltimore, Md. The within articles have been place at the entrance of the Theater ready for delivery. John A. Foster Letterhead: War Department, Washington City, May 2nd 1865

Hon. E. M. Stanton

Secretary of War

Sir,

I have two boxes and two bars of iron, my private property and marked with my name in Ford’s Theater. It is the machinery of my play of Faust. As it will be a serious loss to me at the present time to be deprived of the use of it, now that my engagements for the spring have commenced, will you grant me permission to remove them?

Your obt. Servt.

J. B. Roberts

Tragedian


	T. B. ROBEY	(2:814)


Robey’s Town

General Auger

Dear sir,

I know the bearer, Dr. George D. Mudd to be now & has always been a truly loyal and reliable gentleman in every respect.

T. B. Robey

April 22, 1865


	PVT. GEORGE FOSTER ROBINSON	(6:94–96, PW, Poore I:479, II:3, 31, Pitman 155, 156)
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Washington D. C.

21st April 1865

Robinson, Pvt.

Washington April 21st

Sir,

I send the account of a conversation I had with Pvt. Robinson at Douglass Hospital. He thought he should be able to go out in about a week.1

Respectfully yours,

W. H. Seward

Maj. USA

To:

Col. Wells

Provost Marshal

Gen. Augurs Hdqurs

In a conversation with Pvt. Robinson, now at Douglass Hospital he made a statement the purport of which follows:

“A man came to the window of the dining room of Mr. Seward’s house on the morning of the 13th and 14th of April and inquired each day of the health of the Secretary.2

Large man; no beard, black hat and light colored clothes.

When I first saw the man at the door of Mr. Seward’s room at the time he made the attack. I thought I recognized him to be the same person, he having on at this time a brown hat.



1 Robinson, an army nurse, was assigned to take care of William Seward as he convalesced from a carriage accident. He ultimately fended off Lewis Powell’s attack but was injured in the process. Congress awarded him a medal for his bravery.

2 The man who was seen talking with a Seward maid is believed to be Lewis Powell.


	SAMUEL RODGERS	(3:432–34)


“R” 512 (JAO) 1865

Rogers, Samuel

Rohersville

Washington Co. Md.

June 4th 1865

Captain Sir, I will now try to inform you of the expression that Jacob Allsap made use of after the death of the President. Sir, on the 21 of April he went to the house of George Holmes and when he went in the house Mrs. Holmes said to him, “Mr. Allsap what do you think we have lost our best friend?” He then said, “Who is that?” She said “Why, Mr. Lincoln.” He then made her the answer he ought to been dead long ago for I could have help to killed him or any other abolitioner. It can be certified to that he has been a wishing for the death of the President before it was. It can be proven that he always was a sympathizer with South. He has not voted since the rebellion. If you want to know any more about it why call me and George Holmes and his wife. George Reeder, Davalt Young, Frank Reeder and his wife, Samuel Bayers and wife, Jacob Long, Joseph Mabley.

Wrote by Samuel Bayers

Rohersville

Washington Co. Md.


	WILLIAM ROLLINS1	(6:76–77)
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William Rollins

Washington, May 6, 1865

Port Conway

April 25, 1865

William Rollins makes the following statement.

That on Monday, the 24th of April, about 12 M, two men came here in a wagon driven by a colored man named “Lucas”, who lives near Dr. Stewart’s.

One of the men was lame; had his ankle bandaged; had crutches; offered ten dollars to be taken to Orange Court House. offered me, ten dollars to be taken in my wagon to Bowling Green. Afterwards told me they had made different arrangements. They had met friends who would help them; one of the men I knew to be Willie Jet and two other men names not known who belonged to Mosby.

This picture of Booth is the likeness of one of the men. He, however, has his mustache off.2 The other one is Herold.

They started from here to go to Bowling Green.

The friends whom they met were Willie Jet and two of Mosby men.

Wm. Rollins



1 Rollins owned a small store in Port Conway at the ferry site on the Rappahannock River. On Monday, April 24, 1865, Booth and Herold arrived at Port Conway in a wagon driven by Charley Lucas and asked Rollins to row them across the river.

2 Booth shaved off his moustache at Dr. Mudd’s house on Saturday, April 15.

(6:78–82)
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May 6, 1865

William Rollins

Being first duly sworn says:

I reside in King George County, Va., at Port Conway on the Rappahannock. I was preparing to go out fishing on Monday, April 24 when I saw the young man Herold standing at my yard gate, and a wagon standing near the ferry wharf. He asked me for a drink of water. I handed it to him & he took it to his brother in the wagon,1 came back & returned me the dipper at the gate. He asked me if I knew where he could get a conveyance in Port Royal to go to Orange Court House. I told him I did not. He then asked me if I could not take him to Orange Court House. I told him that I could not, I did not know how far it was. He asked me if I would take him part of the way. I told him I would take him to Bowling Green. He said his brother was in the wagon with his leg broken, and asked me what I would charge to carry him & his brother to Bowling Green. I said $10. At his request I went over to the wagon with him & he told the man in the wagon what I had said. The man in the wagon asked me where Bowling Green was. I told him 15 miles from Port Royal. Herold said “let us give it to him” & I then told them that I meant $10 in gold.2 He said “ooh, that is too much” My boat was ready then to go fishing, a man was waiting for me & called to me to go. I started off, telling them I might probably take them to Bowling Green for $10 in greenbacks. The ferryboat was then on the other side, the tide was very low, and she could not come over. They asked me if I could not take them across the river and they would pay me ferriage. I said no, I had to go fishing, but I might do so if the ferryboat did not get over before I returned. I went to my nets.

3 soldiers3 came down before I returned from fishing, and when I got back they were talking with those soldiers and the ferryboat was coming over.

While I was landing at the boat and fixing my shad, young Jett & Herold went up & rapped at my door. I heard the rapping and looked up to the house & they beckoned me to come up to the house. After I counted my shad I walked to the door & Mr. Jett was there. He asked me if I had any ink in the house. I took a bottle of ink off the mantle piece, set it on the table & Jett sat down to copy a note. Herold told him to let him do it, and Jett tore off what he wrote, & then Herold copied it himself. I do not know what it was he copied. It was writing, taking from one piece of paper & copying it on another. Jett wrote two or 3 lines on a little strip & tore it off; Herold wrote 5 or 6 lines. I did not hear any names or directions. I did not hear what passed between Jett and Herold. I was in the same room. I think Herold had the paper, but am not certain. He wrote very quick and then walked out to the door. They went right out doors into the street. The ferryboat was then almost over. I went out the front door, pulled it after me, & in a few moments Herold came back & asked me to let him have his things out of the house. I did not know he had anything there. He had put a carbine and a blanket & a cartridge box right behind the door in the passage. He stepped in & said “I have met with some friends out here & they told me it was not worthwhile for me to hire your wagon, but we will ride and tie.” I said that was all right; it did not make any difference to me. He walked off, & as he went out he put his carbine around him & his belt on, threw the blanket around him, which was a very nice thing. I remarked so to him, & he said “yes, a lady in Maryland presented me with this.” He went down to the ferryboat, and they crossed the ferry.

I never saw him before. I saw him again after he was captured. I had no talk with Booth or Jett. Jett did not tell me who these men were. As soon as the troops came & asked me if I had seen any strangers cross the ferry I told them of these two men. I told Lieut. Baker so, & another officer whose name I do not know. I told them so on Tuesday, the next day after the men were there.1



1 Herold told Rollins that his name was David Boyd and that his injured companion was his brother, James W. Boyd.

2 In 1865 $10 in gold was the equivalent of $25 in greenbacks and the equivalent of $275 in current dollars.

3 The three Confederate soldiers were Private William (Willie) S. Jett (Company C, 9th Virginia Cavalry), Private Absalom R. Bainbridge (Company B, 3rd Virginia Infantry), and Lieutenant Mortimer B. Ruggles (Conrad’s Spy Battalion).

1 Rollins’s wife Bettie told Colonel Conger that Willie Jett could be found at Gouldman’s Star Hotel in Bowling Green where Willie’s sweetheart, Izora Gouldman, lived. Jett was apprehended there and agreed to lead the search party to the Garrett farm where Booth and Herold were holed up.


	CHARLES H. ROSCH2	(4:433–35, PW, Poore I:452, II:24, Pitman 98, 158)
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Washington D. C.

25th April 1865

Rosch C. H.

Officer C. H. Rosch makes the following report:

George W. Nokes

“House Folding Room”

Capitol Building

Forrest Queen And his brother French Queen

604 8th Street

The above were in the habit of hunting with David E. Herold.

They frequently went to Burch’s (who has a tavern now at Annapolis)

Ward’s

Jenkins

Which are east of the Capitol.

French Queen saw Herold and Surratt 4 ½ PM April 14th 65 on horseback, coming from the vicinity of Herold’s house1 and going towards the city.

Previously Herold and a man named Colan, dressed like a farmer, had oysters at Steele’s Saloon corner of 8th St. and St. near the Navy Yard: this was the same day (Apl 14) Colan had been seen in Herold’s company three days previous.

From the son of F. S. Walsh, druggist 8th St. Officer Rosch learned that Herold had sympathised with the south, but young Walsh would not repeat the expressions which Herold used.

At Popes Stable, a colored boy said that Herold purchased a pony Aug ’64 and sold it about March 14, ’65, to whom the boy does not know though he could identify them.

C. H. Rosch

Over

Herold’s handwriting obtained from Mr. Vincent Druggist, near Navy Yard, by officer C. H. Rosch 24th Apr 65

David E. Herold

Virginia Washington Maryland



2 A military detective, Rosch received five hundred dollars as his share of the reward money for the capture of Lewis Powell.

1 Herold lived with his mother and sisters in a house located on Eighth Street near the Navy Yard gate.

(4:436, PW, Poore I: 452, II: 24, Pitman 98, 158)

Herold is known to be strongly attached to a horse, gun & a dog; not devoted to ladies especially. Young Walsh says Surratt’s hair is very light.

C. H. R.

(6:91–93, PW, Poore I:452, II:24, Pitman 98, 1580)
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Statement of C. H. Rosch

Detective Officer in the employ of Col. H. S. Olcott, Spl. Com. War Dept.

On the night of the 17th of April 1865, I was at the house 541 H Street, City of Washington. I was stationed outside of the house for the purpose of anyone preventing anyone to come out of the house after the officers had entered, but allow anyone to enter. At about 11:20 P.M., I saw a man with a pickax over his shoulder dressed in a drab coat and black pants go up the steps and ring at the door. I saw Captain W. M. Wermerskirch and R. C. Morgan open the door and let this person in. As soon as in I came up the step and knocked and was let in. Mr. Morgan and Capt. Wermerskirch asked him questions. I then entered the back parlor and assisted in searching for papers while Mr. Morgan continued to examine this person. About half an hour later the carriage returned from the Provost Marshal’s office, whittier, the women arrested had been sent in it. When Mr. Morgan ordered me and Det. Officer Sampson to take this man up to the Provost Marshal’s office, which I did, accompanied by Det. Off. Devoe, who had in his charge the colored servant. Mr. Sampson and myself were ordered at the Prov. M. office to search this person, when we found the following articles: One (1) small new revolver loaded, a package of cartridges unbroken, a pocket compass, a needle case, a Webster’s pocket dictionary, twenty-five dollars in greenbacks and some small change, a pass Sat. an oath of allegiance dated March 14, 1865 of one Lewis Paine and two fine white handkerchiefs.

Charles H. Rosch

(3:807–10, PW, Poore I:452, II:24, Pitman 98, 158)
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Rosch, C. H.

April 23 1865

Officer Chas. H. Rosch reports that on the 23rd April 65, he proceeded to the residence of Mrs. E. E. McDonald, 71 Bridge St. Georgetown and obtained the following additional information.

About 9 AM April 15th 65, a stranger applied to her for board and lodging; she has a sign on her house but rarely furnishes board. The stranger said “We have had a most glorious victory”. She said, “We have had a most outrageous murder.” He made no reply but asked to see the room.

He took the room and paid fifty cents, giving a $20 bill to be changed. He seemed to have four or five more. He asked when a steamer would leave for New Orleans and she gave him a newspaper.

About 3 P.M. he asked her where he could get his breakfast and she directed him next door; he came back shortly after. About 9 PM he went out again and came back in a little while.

Mr. Martin, a lodger in the house, took in water and towels and found on the table two playbills of Ford’s Theater and on the washstand a slip of paper containing shorthand writing. Mr. Marin took these to the station house and gave them to the sergeant in charge and asked him three times to arrest the stranger but this was not done.

Mrs. McDonald locked their door at 11 PM; the man was then in his room. At 6 AM the next morning the servant came to the house and found the street door open and the key gone.

He had not slept in the bed. A chair was found in his room near the door leading into Msr. Martin’s room, as if he had been sitting there to look and listen through the keyhole.

The people in the house did not like his appearance and were afraid of him. He carried a pistol in his belt. He had no baggage.

He is about 5 feet 6 inches high, age about 28 years; his right eye is larger than the left; has a sulky look; ^face rather narrow; cheekbones slightly projecting; small chin and mouth; hair rather long & combed back; smooth shaved face; slightly built^.

Officer C. H. Rosch then went to the station house and saw the sergeant to whom Mr. Martin had given the above-mentioned bills & slip of paper. He told me that the slip of paper was of no account and he had thrown it in the stove; the playbills he had left on the table and they were lost.

This sergeant appeared to be under the influence of liquor.

Chas. H. Rosch


	RUDOLPH T. ROSE	(2:147–50)
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Evidence

Rudolph T. Rose

April 25th 1865

Rudolph Fraley Rose, 4th Ward, Philadelphia, maker of trowels, saddlery, knives and cutlery generally, received an order recently on the 18th of March to make some dirks or knives such as samples left with him, to be delivered on the 25th. He made the knives and they were called for. He says: I do not know that I can describe the persons who called for them, save in general terms. There were two who called in and said they were going South, and thought perhaps they might meet with guerrillas, and wanted something with which to defend themselves. I told them that we did not put handles on knives, but we might make the blades. They said they could get them mounted somewhere else. They asked me how soon I could make them; I told them I could not make them very soon, but possibly ^I could do it^ in a week. They said that would be sufficiently early if I would be sure and get them done that soon. They ordered only two knives. They left a sample with me, and we made them, and they called for them on the 25th. After I promised to them, two others came in the office shop. One of the parties was a tall man, with long black hair. I suppose he was fully 6 feet in height, not very stout, rather slender; cannot say whether he had a beard or not. Another one of the party was short and thickset, had light hair, and either a light mustache or a goatee. I am not certain which. The other two, I think, were thick set, though not corpulent men. I delivered the blades to the tall man, and one of the other paid me the money, which was a dollar apiece.

(a knife, being shown the witness, was not one, he said, which he made for these men, but of a different style) I would know the blades again, I think. They were sharp on both edges, whereas this is only sharp on one edge. Those which I ^made^, did not have the makers name on them.

(The portrait of John Surratt was shown the witness. He thought it had the general appearance of the tall man of the party, but the hair of the latter was longer. He thought the person he saw had some resemblance to Gen. Fry, though he wore his hair longer & blacker.)


	A. M. ROSS, MD	(2:1041–44)
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Ross, A. M. MD

Toronto Canada

May 11th 1865

Hon E. M. Stanton

Secretary of War

Washington DC

Sir

About four weeks previous to the murder of the noble and human President Lincoln, I was called upon to visit professionally a young man laboring under a severe attack of Pneumonia, who seemed deeply impressed with a feeling that he would not recover from the complaint. He informed me that he was a southerner and a native of Maryland. At one time while he was delirious he begged imploringly for his mothers forgiveness and declared he would back out of the “plot”. When he had recovered from the delirium, I asked him very pointedly what plot he was engaged in, and he appeared very much disconcerted by my question. This young man finally recovered and left for Baltimore about ten days before the awful calamity occurred which has bereaved the nation. While he was ill and under my care, he received three letters all signed “Booth” and relating to “oil business” as it was termed. The last letter was one in reply to one my patient had written and merely requested him to come on at once to Baltimore. That the business was progressing finely. I may here remark that he gave me his letters to read while he was ill. He was also in receipt of letters from New York & Montreal. These letters were invariably about and related to “oil business” and what struck me forcibly was the fact that these letters were signed by one name only as “Smith”. Sometimes with only an initial as “A”, but as I remarked before, he recovered and left for Baltimore, from which city he sent me $20 in “greenbacks” as a professional fee. I heard no more from him.

It has appeared to me that I should communicate these facts to you, which accounts for this communication.

These facts came to my knowledge while acting in my professional capacity, but I hope I do not violate the rules of professional propriety by stating the above facts.

I have the honor to be, Sir,

A. M. Ross, MD

(2:1045)
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Toronto C. W.

May 13th 1865

Hon E. M. Stanton

Secretary of War

Washington DC

Sir, I believe I forgot to mark my communication of yesterday relative to my “Southern Patient” “Private”. I wish it considered as such, unless the cause of justice demands publicity.

I have the honor to be sir,

Your obt. Servt.

A. M. Ross MD


	JULIA ROSS	(6:107–10)
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Statement of Julia Ross

April 28th 1865

Was six weeks at the Lichau House. Do not know that most of the people in the house were secessionists.

Question: Don’t you know that they laughed at the administration?

Answer: No sir, I never did. I am for the Union, although I did cut up a foolish caper with the colored women there. I don’t know what I did say. We were laughing and said more than we ought to have said, but I did not mean one solitary word. We were not drinking, any of us. I never lived with any but Union people. The people in that house are good Union people. There may be some boarders who are secessionist.

There was a bundle of letters burnt that morning, and I told the detectives. Tilly Fox burnt the letters. I think she was originally from Baltimore. She did not speak to me while she burnt them. She did it quietly. I did not at the time think there were any detectives in the house. She sat down and dropped them right in & I said “Is that the way you use your love letters?” She made no reply.

There are two sisters there by the name of Gardner, actresses at the Canterbury; & a Mrs. Hart and her husband. I am not certain where she is from. Never had much to say with them.

Never heard a word of Secesh talk.

The first time I heard the President was dead was from this Mary Gardner and Solocia. They were making a great wonder over it. She said “Oh my!” The bartender was a strong Union man.

Question: How did Frank come to slap that girl in the mouth?

Answer: He slapped her in the mouth & she slapped him right back and he swore at her. I never heard Frank say anything excepting at that time.


	FRANK ROTH	(6:113–14)
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Statement of Frank Roth

Washington, D. C.

April 28th 1865

Frank Roth

Denies using improper language on the occasion of the President’s murder.


	MARGARET ROZIER [ROYSEA]	(3:659–63)


Employed by John Ford to clean the theater.

“B” 568 (JAO) 1865

Margaret Rozier

April 24th 1865

Margaret Rozier, (colored) states:

That she is 26 years of age; lives back of Ford’s theater in the alley between 9th & 10th St., and has lived there 5 or 6 years; that she has been in service some and takes in washing; cleans the theater sometimes; cleans the side opposite to where the President was sitting when murdered.

On the day that the deed was committed I was at home all day, and in the evening went to Grover’s theater. Cleaned the theater that day; began to clean it at 6 o’clock & got through about 8. Did not see anybody there in the morning at all except the woman and children who help clean the theater; Saw Mr. Booth there in the afternoon about 6 o’clock; He came in the alley from G Street1 on horseback, stopped there a minute and then rode up F Street Alley; did not get off his horse. The second time he came in I do not know that I saw anyone with him. He came in the same way he did before. I heard him, the second time he came, ask a boy to go & tell Jim Maddox2 to come there from the front of the theater, but the boy did not go. When he rode out he came back in a minute or so. Did not see him get off his horse, but saw the horse in the stable afterwards. Mr. Maddox came there and stood at the stable door and Mr. Booth went into the theater. He did not stay in the theater any time, but came right back to the stable. Saw him in the stable door talking to Ned Spangler & Jim Maddox. I did not see him after he left the stable. Did not see Gifford.3 The last I saw of them they were talking together there. I went back into my house. Did not see Mr. Booth any more after that. Did not see Mr. Spangler any more that night, nor Mr. Maddox. Saw Mr. Maddox next morning in the theater. I saw Gifford on Friday. The first time, he came down to my house after shirts. Did not stay any longer than to put one on. He said nothing else that I know of except to ask for the shirts. He went out and said he was going to his supper. That was about half past 5. The next time I saw Mr. Gifford was Friday night. I asked Miss Scott about the murder & she told me. I went around to the front of the theater and saw a lot of people standing. I saw Mr. Gifford standing at the door talking with a policeman. Did not say anything to him that night. Do not know where he stayed that night. He did not stay at my house. The next time I saw Mr. Gifford was Saturday morning. There was no one with him at all. He came into the room where I and two other women were, and two little girls and my little boy were. He was talking about the President being shot. He said it was a shame & a disgrace. I asked him who it was & he said everybody said it was Booth. He said if he had been there he would have caught Booth; that he was in front of the theater talking with a couple of men. Saw Gifford again late that day. I have seen Booth & Spangler & Maddox come out to the stable when Mr. Booth came there on horseback. Mr. Gifford & his carpenter built the stable. I never saw them together much. Mr. Gifford used Mr. Booth’s horse & buggy one day. So did Mr. Spangler once. Never saw Maddox with Booth’s horse.

Gifford has been at my house frequently. I have stayed him, not lately though. I have stayed with him four or five times.



1 This is an error. The alley entrance was off of F Street, not G Street.

2 James L. Maddox was the property manager at Ford’s Theatre.

3 James J. Gifford was the chief carpenter at Ford’s Theatre.


	MARGARET ROYSEA	(4:37)
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Margaret Roysea

Says that at 6:00 in the afternoon Booth rode to the rear of the theater on a bay horse, stayed about two minutes, rode away again and shortly after returned, called a boy named Brushman and told him to find Jim Maddox. He found him. Maddox called to Ned Spangler for a halter. All three then went to the stable: Maddox, Ned Spangler and Booth; the horse was left in the stable.

(4:71–72)
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Roysea, Margaret

April 1865

Margaret Roysea, duly sworn, living in Baptist Alley (rear of Ford’s Theater) states as follows;

On Friday April 14th I saw J. Wilkes Booth come into the alley mounted on dark bay horse. It was at about the 6 o’clock in the evening. The horse had a blue saddlecloth with a yellow fringe on. He remained there without dismounting for about two (2) minutes and rode away again. In about two (2) minutes he returned. There was a boy named Brushman in the alley at that time whom Booth asked to call James Maddox, the property man. Maddox came down to the stable and stayed there while Booth went to the theater and asked Ned Spangler, the assistant carpenter, for a halter. I saw them all three afterwards together at the stable.

I am employed in Ford’s Theater in sweeping and cleaning the house. I never leave any sticks or pieces of wood laying around.

her

Margaret XX Roysea

mark


	ALFRED RUSSELL	(6:97–100)
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Alfred Russell,

U. S. Dist. Atty. East. Dist. Mich.

May 17th 1865

Brig. Gen. Joseph Holt

General,

I have the honor to enclose a slip cut from the Detroit Adv. & Tribune of this date in reference to the Payne’s.

Very Respectfully,

Alfred Russell

US Dist. Atty.

PAYNE MURDERERS AND ROBBERS

Leaves from the Diary of a Detroit Detective—The Assassins Visit This City—Robbers Harbored by Detroit Citizens—Facts from Official Documents It is a good idea never to destroy old documents, because there is no knowing how useful they may become. In looking over the diary of an old Detroit detective officer, several days since, we discovered a number which tend to show that the Payne boys, as they are familiarly called, were scoundrels of the deepest dye, and there is no doubt in our mind that they were selected as actors in the tragedy which so recently plunged the nation in grief, and that they were called upon to aid in maturing a plan for the assassination several years ago. They were harbored by well-known men in this city, whose names we could mention, and were befriended by others, whose names we shall give.

Upon a careful investigation into the matters which we propose to ventilate, we find that George B. and Hezekiah Payne,1 both of whom are now under arrest at St. Albans, Vt., came to this city and put up at Bagg’s Hotel, (now the Cass House) and the register of that place contains their names which were entered on the 1st of May, 1860. They remained in and about the city several days, and were arrested and taken before the late Police Justice Bagg, on a charge of swindling. The evidence against them was conclusive, and had it not been for the interference of several pro-slavery democrats, they would have been convicted. Their trial never took place, however, and they were allowed to do what they wished. In fact several of their friends in this city even went so far as to abuse the officer who arrested them, and accused him of being meddlesome.

While the Payne boys were under arrest here they proposed to show that they were gentlemen of good character and standing at home, and of course were not guilty of swindling. How they convinced certain Detroiters of their character we propose to show by official documents. It seems that they wrote to their friends in Kentucky, and the latter forwarded a certificate of Thomas H. Chapman, deputy for Thomas S. Chapman, Clerk of the Union County—Court of Kentucky, which goes on to say that George B. Payne and Hezekiah Payne were citizens of that county, and were absent, (in May 1860) as said Chapman was informed and believed, in the State of Michigan or Province of Canada, searching for certain runaway slaves; that said Payne’s were permanent residents of Union County, and “are respectable and trustworthy gentlemen” that they left Union County about the 19th day of April, 1860, in company with one William E. Dunn; that the Sheriff of the aforesaid county was absent, and therefore could not answer any letters sent by the police of Detroit; and that full faith ought to be given to the representations of said George B. and Hezekiah Payne, etc. etc.

To the above referred to document is attached the seal of the Union County Court. Annexed to the document is a certificate of George Huston, Judge of the Union County Court, which states that Chapman is clerk of said court, etc. Beneath the latter is a further certificate, signed by John G. Berry, Deputy Sheriff, for R. S. Spaulding, Sheriff, which vouches for the official character of the Judge. If it required all this lingo to show who the above officers were, they should by all means, have attached a certificate of some “reliable contraband” to show that Spalding was the deputy of Berry. The above documents were all written by the same hand, and signed by other persons than the writer.

Accompanying the certificates was the following, dated May 10th 1860, which is not signed by any name.

“Should any other information or evidence be requisite to establish the reputation and character of the gentlemen embraced in the paper, the official authorities are respectfully requested to telegraph to Washington City to Ex-Governor Powell, who is Senator in Congress from the State of Kentucky, and who will establish the fact that these gentlemen, George P. Payne and Hezekiah Payne are the sons of George Payne of this county and nephews of John B. Payne, men of respectability and standing in this community.”

The writer of the above, whoever he was, evidently did not desire to commit himself. Therefore, it will be seen that he thought Powell would certify to the respectability of the father and uncle of the Payne boys. As it is written in an entirely different hand than the certificates, it may have been composed by Powell, himself, who should by all means have sent a certificate of his standing in the country; although this might have been considered unnecessary from the fact, that he is very well known.

The next we hear in this connection of the Payne family is that one of them, about a year ago, came to this city and was lionized by a certain clique of citizens. This man, Payne, informed some of his friends in Detroit that he desired to get a personal interview with Secretary Seward! A letter was written to a prominent member of Congress, introducing Payne, by a well-known resident of this city. Whether the interview sought was obtained, we have no means of ascertaining, but it is fair to presume that as one of the Payne boys has been arrested for attempting to take the life of Mr. Seward, he is the same individual mentioned in the letter of introduction. These facts may prove of value to the Government, and if so, who knows but some Detroit Copperhead may yet be punished.



1 There is no connection between George B. and Hezekiah Payne and Lewis Powell (alias Lewis Payne).

(2:1131–33)
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Letterhead: U. S. District Attorney’s Office, E. Dist. Mich., Detroit, May 11, 1865

Brig. Gen. Joseph Holt

Judge Advocate Gen.

Washington DC

General,

The Hon. Atty. Gen. of the U. S. has directed me to forward to you any information I might gather respecting the assassination and I accordingly enclose the affidavit of one Hyams,1 whom I have induced to come to this city from Canada, under promise of a pardon, which promise the Atty. Gen. empowered me to make. If you should deem the oral testimony of Hyams important, I can send him to Washington.

Very respectfully

Alfred Russell

U.S. Dist. Atty.


	CAPTAIN G. B. RUSSELL	(2:903–5)
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Russell, Capt. G. B.

Letterhead: Headquarters Department of Washington, Office of Provost

Marshal General, Defenses North of Potomac, Washington DC May 9th 1865

Col. H. H. Wells

Special Agent war Dept.

Col.,

In compliance with your request of this date, I have the honor to forward roll of prisoners committed to Old Capitol Prison (through this office) connected with assassination of President. Several were committed by Col. L. C. Baker, direct, of whom we have no record, except names.

I remain,

Your obt. Servt.

G. B. Russell

Capt. & asst. Pro. M. DNP



1 Godfrey Joseph Hyams was a most important witness to the activities of Confederate agents operating against the Union from Canada. Hyams turned state’s evidence exposing several plots with his testimony at the trial of the conspirators (PW, Poore II: 409, Pitman 54). Hyams also testified against Confederate agent Luke P. Blackburn at Blackburn’s Canadian trial.

(3:1287–88)
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G. B. Russell

Letterhead: Headquarters Department of Washington, Office Provost Marshal

General, Defenses North Potomac, Washington DC August 10th 1865

The records at this office show that Joseph Thomas Knott, Bricklayer, Pr. George’s, Md. Was arrested in Pr. George’s Co. Md. April 15th, 1865 and committed to Old Capitol Prison May 1st 1865 and unconditionally released July 18th 1865, by order of the Secretary of War.

G. B. Russell

Capt. and Asst. Pro. Mar. Gen.

DefsNofPotomac


	T. B. RUSSELL	(3:1257–58)
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T. B. Russell

Letterhead: Headquarters Department of Washington, Office Provost Marshal General, Defenses North Potomac, Washington DC July 5, 1865

I certify that the records of this office show that A. R. Bainbridge & M. B. Ruggles late of CSA were brought to this office for confinement May 5, 1865 & released on oath of allegiance on 3rd day of June 1865.1

T. B. Russell

Capt. & Asst. Pro. Mar. Gen.

DefNoPotomac



1 Private Absalom R. Bainbridge and Lieutenant Mortimer Bainbridge Ruggles, along with Private William “Willie” Jett, accompanied Booth and Herold across the Rappahannock River on Monday, April 24, and found them shelter at the home of Richard Garrett, located a few miles south of the village of Port Royal, Virginia.


	COLONEL GEORGE V. RUTHERFORD	(7:484)


F-90

Statement of Col. G. C. Rutherford.1

About 7 o’clock this evening, I was standing at the counter of the National Hotel and a man came in and threw a key upon the counter and Capt. Feury nudged me with his elbow saying, “There goes J. Wilkes Booth.” I turned and saw his back only. Capt. Feury knows him well and can identify him.



1 One of six witnesses questioned by a board of inquiry set up inside the Petersen House within an hour of the assassination. Colonel George V. Rutherford was present at the Petersen House with Lincoln. He is one of four individuals who claimed to have placed coins on Lincoln’s eyelids.


	W. H. RYDER	(3:14–16, PW, Poore I:404, Pitman 47)
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W. H. Ryder

Endorsement: Respectfully forwarded to Hon. Sec of War thru Col. H. L. Burnett with the request that the accompanying paper addressed by W. S. Oldham to Jefferson Davis be returned to Rev. W. H. Ryder Pastor St. Paul’s Church Chicago, Ill. As soon as the interests of the govt. will permit B. J. Sweet Chicago Ill. May 8, 1865

Brig. Gen. Sweet

Military Commander of the Post of Chicago

My Dear sir,

On the 29th of April last I returned to this city from a visit to Richmond, Va. The trip was made under the direction of the Sanitary Commission2 and with the immediate purpose of promoting the interests of the approaching Northwestern Sanitary and Soldier’s Home Fair.

I am indebted to Secretary Stanton for the courtesy of a pass from Washington to City Point (having been presented to him by the then Senator Harlan of Iowa) and to Brig. Gen. Patrick for a permit to proceed to Richmond. Maj. Gen. Ord, then Military commander of Richmond, and Brig. Gen. Patrick, Provost Mar. Gen., who was transferred to Richmond soon after my arrival there, very courteously aided me in the purposes of my visit.

While in Richmond, I collected such relics of the Confederacy and trophies of the war, as were considered of no commercial or historical value to the government, but would be of interest and profit to the fair.

To my great surprise, in looking over my trophies since my return, I find the enclosed paper in regard to the burning of our shipping and towns. Exactly at what spot I obtained it, I cannot say, for I had no conception of its existence until last Friday, but that it came from the city of Richmond, and was picked up among the rubbish in the capitol, or on the capitol grounds or was handed me by some soldier, who had picked it up without knowing its value, there is no doubt whatever.1

I hasten, General, to transmit the paper to your hands, with the request that you will forward it to Washington with such endorsement as will secure its return to me after the government shall have availed itself of its testimony. I am happy to have been the means of aiding in the preservation of so valuable a paper, and thus of exposing so nefarious a scheme.

I am, my Dear General,

Very truly Yours,

W. H. Ryder

Pastor of St. Paul’s Church

Add Dear John letter from O.B. No. Five



2 A private charitable organization with objectives similar to the modern Red Cross.

1 The letter referred to by Ryder was from Confederate congressman Williamson Simpson Oldham to Jefferson Davis and was read into the trial record. It proposed using a newly developed accelerant to burn the “enemy’s shipping, towns, etc.” and “fill his people with terror” (Letter, Poore I:405–7, Pitman 48).
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	H. E. S.	(7:194–96)


F-45

Letter to Smart from H.E.S. April 9, 1865

New York Hotel,

April 9th 1865

Dear Smart,

Your wife asked me to write you a line, saying she was in excellent health, and that she was waiting orders from you most anxiously. Ben is also well & all the family ditto. I saw them last on Sunday evening. Mrs. S. is very anxious to join you and she is ready at any moment to do so. I do not think that she is over flush of funds, perhaps you had better send her some. Give my kindest regards to Andreas & tell him that I am not very well, and I am going into the country this evening for a fortnights vacation to recruit my scattered energies. Francis at last a/c was well & very cheerful making himself particularly useful. I shall write Andreas from the country.

Yours in haste,

H. E. S.


	E. D. SANDERS	(2:197–98)


“S” 79 (JAO) 1865

Sanders, E. D.

Letterhead: Veteran Bounty Fund Commission, No. 7 Goldsmiths Hall, Library Street, Phila.

April 24th 1865

Gen. J. B. Fry

Pro. Mar. Gen. U. S.

General,

The government, it is understood, has arrested Matthew Canning of this city. The father-in-law, Mr. G. R. Johnson, a most worthy citizen, residing in Camden, loyal & patriotic, with the wife of Canning, an estimable lady, will call upon you.

She said that her husband accidentally shot Booth; and the wound, as her husband informed her, has left a large scar on his person, not to be mistaken, when once described. Perhaps this may be known to the authorities.1

In December last, I think it was the 29th Booth called Mr. Canning, being then in Washington, into his room and told him he had “something of great importance to communicate”. He then said “No, I will not tell you. It might involve you in trouble.” Or words to that effect. This was told me by Mr. Johnson, who will freely communicate all he knows.

Hon. James Thompson of our Supreme Court, & my neighbor, the Hon. Wm. D. Kelley,2 thought I ought to communicate the above to you, before Mr. Johnson had determined to go to Washington and also the following (probably the facts will amount to nothing, possibly, as clues they may be useful).

A gentleman by the name of Mr. Andrews, said to me that Mr. Canning had informed him that he had lost everything in Montgomery to which place “he intended to return after the war should end.”

Said Mr. Andrews “I would prefer that my name should not be used, but I can direct you to a gentleman who knows all about Canning.” (This is all I know) Before I knew that Mr. Johnson would go to Washington, Judge Kelly & Judge Thompson advised me to make the above statement. I presume it will be worth nothing.

Yours Truly,

E. D. Saunders

Pres. V. B. F. Com.



1 Matthew Canning owned several playhouses in the South and signed Booth to perform with his stock company. While Booth was handling Canning’s revolver it accidentally discharged, shooting Booth in the thigh.

2 William D. Kelly was a Republican congressman from Philadelphia.


	GEORGE N. SANDERS, LEWIS H. SANDERS, AND JOHN PORTERFIELD3	(6:83–89)


“S” R.B. (JAO) P90 1865

Accounts of George N. Sanders, Lewis H. Sanders, and John Porterfield with the Ontario Bank, Montreal



3 George N. Sanders was a Confederate agent in Canada working under Jacob Thompson. Lewis H. Sanders was George Sanders’s twenty-one-year-old son, who worked closely with his father as a Confederate agent. John Porterfield was a Nashville banker.

TABLE 11 Accounts in Ontario Bank for George Sanders and Others
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	BRIGADIER GENERAL A. SCHOEPF	(2:459–61)


“S” 116 (JAO) 1865

Schoepf, A. Brig. Gen.

Endorsements: Delaware City, Del. April 25, 1865. Respectfully referred to the

Provost marshal Gen. The case of the within named man, will be found as

follows “Gen. Court Martial, Orders no. 281 dated War Dept. Adj. Gen. Office, Sept 2nd 1864.

W. B. Lane, Brevet Major USA

Fort Delaware

April 25th

Maj. W. B. Lane

Dear Sir,

Enclosed please find a letter written by a convict at this post which may be of service to you.

Yours truly,

A. Schoepf

B. Gen.


	R. N. SCOTT	(7:140–44)


F-33

Letters to the Acting Judge Advocate Gen. (Lieber) from Scott, April 15, 16, 1886

Endorsement: Record sent April 16, 1886 File MM 2251

Letterhead: War Department, Publication Office, War Records 1861–1865, Washington, April 15th 1886

Wilson

Acting Judge Advocate General

US Army

Sir, I have the honor to request that you send me the record of the Military Commission that tried the assassins of President Lincoln, in order that copies may be taken of original documents filed therewith.

Very Respt, your obt servt

R. N. Scott

Lt Col. 3rd Brig.

In charge

(7:145)

F-33

Letterhead War Department, Bureau of Military Justice, Washington, DC April 16 1886

Received of Col. Lieber, acting Judge adv. General, the record of the proceedings of the military commission that tried the assassins of President Lincoln 7 packages.

For Col. R. N. Scott

C. Kengin


	G. A. SCROGGS	(2:694–96)
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Scroggs, G. A.

Provost Marshal’s Office

30th District

Buffalo, April 24th 1865

Major S. B. Hayman

10th US Inf. AAPM Gen.

Major,

I have the honor to enclose a copy of a letter from the U.S. Consul Generals Office, British North American Provinces which has been forwarded to me this A.M. by AA Porter Esq., U.S. Consul at Clifton, C. W.

I am Sir,

Very Respectfully,

Your Obt. Servt.

(signed) G. A. Scroggs

Capt. & Pro Marshal

30th Dist. NY

a true copy

M. Hayman

Major 10th US Inf.

AAPM Gen.

(2:697)
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United States Consular General

British North American Provinces

Montreal, April 20th 1865

AA Porter Esq.

U.S. Consul

Sir,

I am directed by the Consul General to inform you that information of the most reliable character has been communicated to this Consulate General that Surratt, one of the accomplices of Booth the assassin, is in Canada; that D. C. Herold & G. A. Atzerodt, two other accomplices are also suspected to be here, and Booth himself is on his way hither.

Surratt registered his name in hotel books as John Harrison.

You are requested to be very vigilant and to use your utmost endeavors to ascertain the whereabouts of these felons and obtain their arrest.

Send no telegrams as the Rebels have so tapped the wires that they can and do learn the import of all messages passing over them.

Very Respectfully,

Your Obt. Svt.

(signed) G. B. Drummond

Private Secretary

True copy

G. A. Scroggs


	MARY BELL SEAMAN1	(3:65–67)
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Mary

Wheeling, W. Va. March, 19 1865

Dear Miss Anna,

You can’t imagine the pleasure your letter gave me. I was beginning to feel as though I would like to be at home when cousin Henry came in and asked me what I would give for a letter. I was ready to promise anything almost; he would have asked.

I was sorry to hear that Mr. Taylor is looking so badly (poor wretch how I pity him) I don’t know the secret sighs that rend the heart of Sallie. She does not seem like herself. We plague her a great deal about him.

How about lager Hall? Do you go still to Mr. Wilkins? I suppose he still has very good paper.

My gloves are better. “Thank you”. I would like you were here, I think we could enjoy yourself. You will in Washington when I come back and then I will tell you more than I have time to write. Yours Mary [Reverse side]

Virginia I


	Miss Mary Seaman	J. Wilkes Booth
	Wheeling Va.	National Hotel
	Wheeling	Miss Anna Surratt
	Va.	present
		M. Miss Mary Seaman
		Virginian should not call in vain


J. Wilkes Booth

National Hotel

Washington DC

Mary Bell Seaman Mary B. S.

Washington Pa.



1 Mary Bell Surratt Seaman was a second cousin to John H. Surratt Jr. and Anna Surratt. Seaman was the granddaughter of Samuel Sarratt (Surratt), the uncle of John Surratt Jr.

(3:747–50)

“S” 597 (JAO) 1865

Seaman, Bell

Envelope: Address: Miss Anna Surratt, Washington, 541 H St. between 6th & 7th, Postmark: Washington Pa.—note “taken from PO”

Washington April 20th 1865

My dear Anna,

It was with feelings of deep regret that we heard the rumors of Cousin John being accused of the assassination of Mr. Seward. I was rejoiced to receive a letter from him written from Montreal. It was written the 10th mailed the 11th and came here the 17th, which was a fact sufficient in my mind to clear him from all suspicion.1 The Provost Marshal hearing I had it came and demanded it, a copy of which is in the hands of the authorities in Washington. Write at the earliest convenience as we are all interested in your welfare. Love to your [unintelligible] and be assured of the sincere love of your cousin

Bell Seaman



1 See John Harrison Surratt (3:747–65) for the full exchange of correspondence concerning Surratt’s “Montreal” letter.


	SECRET SERVICE CIPHER2	(2:172–74)
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Evidence

Secret service cipher confederate states army found among papers of J. Wilkes Booth.3

Handwritten on back


	Secret Service	Mystery
	State	judcate (?)
	Examiner (?)	Youngun


ZABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZA

BCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZAB

CDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZABC

DEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZABCD

EFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZABCDE

FGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZABCDEF

GHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZABCDEFG

HIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZABCDEFGH

IJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZABCDEFGHI

JKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZABCDEFGHIJ

KLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZABCDEFGHIJK

LMNOPQRSTUVWXYZABCDEFGHIJKL

MNOPQRSTUVWXYZABCDEFGHIJKLM

NOPQRSTUVWXYZABCDEFGHIJKLMN

OPQRSTUVWXYZABCDEFGHIJKLMNO

PQRSTUVWXYZABCDEFGHIJKLMNOP

QRSTUVWXYZABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQ

RSTUVWXYZABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQR

STUVWXYZABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRS

TUVWXYZABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRST

UVWXYZABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTU

VWXYZABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUV

WXYZABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVW

XYZABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWX

YZABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXY

ZABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ



2 An alphabetical cipher used by Confederates. The cipher was found in Booth’s room at the National Hotel on the morning of April 15.

3 This chart or cipher is known as a Vigenère Square, which was developed in its final form by Blaise de Vigenère, a French diplomat, in 1562. The Vigenère Square was used by the Confederacy throughout the war for encrypting and deciphering messages.


	R. SELLIGHT	(2:158–61)
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Envelope Addressed to: Honorable Wm. H. Seward, Secretary of State

Washington DC

Postmark Sandusky, Oh. May 19, 1865

Letter:

Sandusky, May 19, 1865

His Honor Wm. H. Seward

Dr. Sir

You may think strange of my writing to you, nevertheless I feel it my duty to do so in hoping that this letter may lead to the arrest of more of those murderers of my beloved friend & president, A. Lincoln. What I want to get at is as follows; about the time the President ordered the first draft quota in the city of Detroit, I stopped into a grocery near by where I lived & found several persons listening to man by the name of Rody. His given name I don’t remember. He is a tall slim man, sandy complexion, & a Scotchman by birth of. A gentleman [unintelligible word] and a black-hearted copperhead. As I entered the place he came up to me & accosted me there, Don’t you know that the president has violated the Constitution? & I asked him in what respect? In ordering the draft. Then some words arose & he told me that I was one of the damned black Republicans & that Lincoln was a D..d black Republican son of a bitch & he would like to shoot or hang him & Seward & would help kill the damd old villains & so on more than I can write you now.

Shortly after that he left & went to Washington & his wife got a position in someone of the department & he was there also. He was one of Hurmond & Storey gang of the Detroit Free Press. This may amount to nothing but I feel it my duty to write you on the subject. At the time I wrote to his honor P. M. Edmonds of the land office, where you can find out who I am. I am now sailing the government steamer “Geo. W. Reynolds” that runs from Sandusky to Johnson Island, Military Post. Anything that I can do I am at your service.

Yours Respectfully,

A. R. Sellight

Master

Steamer Geo. W. Reynolds


	C. SEPLEY	(2:749–50)
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Sepley, C.

Washington City April 29, 65

To any whom it may concern

I have known Mr. John Wolf, late of the Williamsport, Md. now living on South Side of Pa. Av. and can truthfully say that he has, with his family, excepting his wife, of whom I can say nothing exceptionable disparagingly, been notoriously disloyal. So much so that he assisted, so I have been credibly informed, in handing the names of Union Citizens to the Provost Marshal of Gen. Lee’s Army when he invaded the States of Md. & Pa. My own name was amongst the number. A large number of firearms were found secreted in his house by union soldiers who had been detailed for that purpose. His house was open to Rebel soldiers, officer etc. at all times and it was thought that he gave considerable information to the enemy.

On the day of the funeral procession I happened unconsciously to myself to sit down on the doorsill of Mr. Wolf’s house to rest, then afterward stood by the side of the door for a long time. Mr. Wolf passed in & out of the house several times but did not recognize me; His manner created suspicion in my mind. He seemed not to take any notice of the procession & maintained a sullen kind of demeanor. The thought occurred to me that he might have been in the secret of the whereabouts of the assassin, but now that that notorious character has been found, he may not have had anything to do with it.

Very respectfully

Yours truly, C. Sepley

Formerly Luth. Minister of Williamsport, Md.


	AUGUSTUS H. SEWARD1	(2:785–86)


“S” 229 (JAO) 1865

Seward, Maj. A. H. U.S. Army

Washington May 3, 1865

Geo. F. Robinson, who was a nurse in Secretary Seward’s room at the time of the attack, and who I think will prove an important witness, has sufficiently recovered from his wounds to leave the hospital, he having visited our house yesterday.2

If you should think proper to take him to see Payne the prisoner (he not having seen him since the attack) you will find him by inquiry at the Douglass hospital.

Respectfully yours,

A. H. Seward

Maj. USA



1 Augustus Seward, oldest son of William Seward.

2 Robinson suffered knife wounds in fending off Powell as he attempted to kill William Seward.


	H. SEWARD	(7:339–40)
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Letter to Stanton from Seward, April 21

Washington April 21st

Sir,

I herewith enclose a letter received this morning which if true may prove important.

Please endorse receipt upon and return envelope.

Very Respectfully

A. H. Seward

To Hon. E. M. Stanton

Secretary of War


	FREDERICK W. SEWARD	(7:190–94)


F-44

Letter to Seward from Holt, US Consul, Jan 23, 1868

United States Consulate

Quebec, January 23rd, 1868

Hon. F. W. Seward

Asst Secretary of State

Washington

Sir,

Mr. Chauveau expressed himself more particularly pleased to receive this work, from the fact that as Minister of Public Instruction, St. Marie (the informer) was a subordinate and one whom he denounces as a very bad character. I understood him to say that he was a defaulter and absconded from Canada, and that he had written Mr. Chauveau threatening letters.1

I mention this in case it should be deemed advisable to apportion St. Marie’s reward in the ratio of his worth.

I have the honor to be, sir,

Very respectfully

Your obedient servant,

Geo. H. Holt



1 Henri Beaumont de Sainte Marie, an old school acquaintance of John Surratt, while serving in the Papal Zouaves in 1866 informed the American consul that Surratt was also in the Papal Zouaves.

US Vice Consul

(7:337–38)

F-65

Letterhead: Department of State, Washington April 7, 1865

Hon. E. M. Stanton

Secretary of War

Sir,

I have the honor to transmit herewith, for your information, a copy of private communication dated March 17, ultimo, received at this Department from F. H. Morse Esq., US Consul in London, regarding a diabolical plot of the insurgents to assassinate parties identified on the side of the government in its endeavors to suppress the rebellion. I have the honor to be, Sir, Your obedient Servant,

F. W. Seward


	WILLIAM H. SEWARD	(5:32–43)


“S” R.B. (JAO) P54 1865

Wm. H. Seward

Secy. of State

June 4, 1865

Transmits letter received from Mrs. C. C. Clay1 and also copy of one received from wife of Jeff Davis, together with his reply to the latter.

Department of State, Washington, 4 June 1865

To Brigadier General Joseph Holt

Judge Advocate General

My dear Sir:

I transmit to you a letter received from Mrs. C. C. Clay of Alabama, and also, for your information, a copy of a letter received by me from Mrs. Varina Davis, wife of Jefferson Davis, and of my reply thereto.

I am, my dear Sir,

Very truly yours,

William H. Seward

“S” R.B. (JAO) P54 1865

Off Fortress Monroe,

Steamer “Clyde”

May 25th/ 65

Judge Joseph E. Holt

My dear Sir,

The circumstances of my husband’s voluntary surrender to the US authorities,2 on a charge of murder, have probably reached you. Gen. Wilson Comdg at Macon, Ga. to whom Mr. Clay presented himself, promised to write & telegraph also simultaneous with the occurrence. We left there the 13th in company with many other prisoners. Gen. Wilson permitting me to accompany my husband without orders or restriction. For five days have we been at anchor awaiting events. Yesterday, without warning, my husband was taken to Fortress M. & I left aboard, without a male acquaintance and under guard. Col. Pritchard, who has been our escort, was also taken off the boat & as yet no communication is allowed with Gen. Halleck or Miles. It has been intimated to me that I cannot be allowed the privilege of visiting Washington even, nor of remaining at the Point, to hear from Mr. C. tho he was ill. In this, my hour of direst agony, my thoughts fly to you, on behalf of my husband. You, Judge Holt, who though now, the stern embodiment of the severe “majesty of the law” was once pleased to subscribe yourself my “Sincerest friend” nor do I believe that time or circumstances have estranged or changed your feelings towards one who reciprocated that friendship & who sincerely loved & was beloved, by your angelic wife, whose heavenly spirit even now prompts me to this letter & I think not in vain!!

So, by every memory of that happy & hallowed time when you esteemed my husband all that was noble & true & brave, I commit into your hands his case, begging & believing that you will see to it that he receives proper & sufficient counsel, is allowed his witnesses, & a “full, fair & impartial trial” from which he will come forth vindicated by truth & innocence. Of course you have appearance or shadow of testimony vs. him, or the proclamation would not have been made, but I also believe that you esteem Mr. C. this hour as innocent of that horrid crime as I know him to be. Nevertheless your duty must be performed. That God may so incline its performance that come what may, you will have “Washed your hands of innocent blood” is my hope & prayer.

Hold the scales of Mercy & justice my dear friend as our great & final Judge will hold them in your case & mine when we stand at the bar & I shall “fear no evil.”

Write me a line at Macon, Ga. If you please, & if possible allow me to visit my precious husband, and that God will forever bless you will be our prayer.

Remember me to the Merrick’s, and ask they could see if Mr. Clay is barely comfortable in his cell.

Pardon this inelegant note. Tis written in my lap in a dark cabin & under great stress of time. We hope for Gen. Miles by whom I hope to send it. Do not fail to write me one line of response to relieve the agony of a bursting heart & God will bless you for it.

Respectfully,

Yr. Friend

V. C. Clay



1 Mrs. Clay’s husband, Clement C. Clay, along with Thompson and others were included in the charges and specifications leveled against the eight conspirators accused of Lincoln’s murder. Seward and Clay served together as U.S. senators during 1853–61. Seward and Jefferson Davis served together during 1857–61.

2 On hearing that he was charged with Lincoln’s murder, Clay surrendered voluntarily to federal authorities and was imprisoned at Fortress Monroe along with Jefferson Davis. Johnson eventually ordered Clay’s release, apparently believing that he had nothing to do with Lincoln’s assassination.

“S” May 24th 1865

Mr. Seward,

Dr. Sir,

As one of the injured parties in whose defense the arrest of my husband seems to have been made, I appeal to you to array against the accusation of assassination now laid against him, the memory of his manly course of defiance to enemies, and faith to friends. Will you go to him in his hour of necessity, and assist him, as only you can. Will you try to get me permission to be with him in his horror of solitude? If not to permit me to stay in the town with him, will you get a permit for me to come to Washington, and send it to Savannah where I shall stay a few days. If I could not speak to him, it would be something to see him if I could not see him, it would be much to ask those who have, of his daily welfare. Pray do not keep me in suspense, but write to me if only to say I am refused.1

It is more than my life I plead to you for, may God soften your heart to grant a heartbroken wife’s petition for one who never harmed any man save in honorable conflict.

Very Respectfully

Yours,

(Signed) Varina Davis



1 Despite her pleadings, Mrs. Davis was denied her requests and returned to Savannah.

(5:43)
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Department of State

Washington 4 June 1865

To Brevet Major General Grover

In command at Savannah, Georgia

General,

You are authorized to inform Mrs. Varina Davis, wife of Jefferson Davis, that her letter of the 24th of May, addressed to the Secretary of State, has been received.

I am General,

Your obedient servant,

William H. Seward.

(7:341–51)
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Letter to Stanton from Seward, June 15, 1865 and enclosures

War Department, June 19/65

Sir, I am directed to return dispatches No. 474 from the Consul Gen. of the US, at Frankfort, transmitted in your letter of the 15th inst. for information of the Secy of War.

I have the honor to be, Sir, Your obdt. servant

C. Dana1

Asst. Sec. of War

W. H. Seward

Sec. of State

Translation

To Hon. Wm. W. Murphy

US Consul General

Frankfort, M.

Sir,

I have the honor to inform you that after having instructed the proper official of the village of Seebach, the native place of the families of Atzerodt and Richter, involved in the assassination of the late President Lincoln, and which belongs to my jurisdiction, to furnish me with an extract of the Church books of said village referring to said families, I have received the following statement by the Rev. Mr. Knoll, Superintendent of the diocese of Seebach.

1. John Henry Atzerodt,2 a farmer, who emigrated in 1844 to the United States, was born at Seebach on the 7th of April, 1804.

His eldest son, John Ernest Christian, was born on the 6th of January, 1830.

His second son, George Andrew, was not born at Seebach, but in the village of Doerna, near Muelhaunsen, in the kingdom of Prussia, where his parents resided several years.

2. Frederic Richter, farmer and linen weaver, who emigrated with the above John Henry Atzerodt, in the year 1844, was born at Seebach on the 16th of January, 1799. His full name is John Frederic Christopher Richter.

His wife Anna Maria Christiana, late Atzerodt, is the sister of the above John Henry Atzerodt.

Their sons are:

a. Ernest William, born 5th of September, 1824

b. John Christian Henry, born 16th of January, 1826 and

c. Ernest Hartmann, born 6th of May, 1836

3. Gottlob Ernest Richter, weaver, who emigrated in 1847, the son of Jacob Richter, was born 17th of May 1808

His sons are:

a. George Henry Christian, born the 22nd March, 1839

b. Frederic Christian William, born 29 May 1841

c. John Christian Gottlob, born 7th February, 1844 and

d. Ernest Christian Frederic, born 6th of November 1846.

4. No one of the above immigrants had a bad reputation in their native community. Only the hope of easier and more profitable employment and gain induced them to leave their home.

Finally, the undersigned begs to say, that he is at any time ready to furnish fuller particulars if wanted.

With highest regards, etc.

Fuhl, 26th of May 1865

(signed) Zier

Royal States Attorney



1 Charles Anderson Dana served as assistant secretary of war under Edwin Stanton. After the war Dana became owner-editor of the New York Sun.

2 John Henry Atzerodt and Frederic Richter, brothers-in-law, on arriving in the United States in 1844 jointly purchased a farm near Germantown, Maryland. John sold his interest to Frederic and moved his family to Virginia. Hartman Richter inherited the property from his father, and it was to this homestead that George Atzerodt fled on April 15 and where he was arrested on April 20.

(7:348–49)
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Consulate General of the United States of America

Frankfort, M. 31 May, 1865

No. 474

Sir,

In addition to my dispatches No. 468 of 11th inst. and No. 470 of 17th inst., on the family of Atzerodt, I have the honor to report that a statement referring to the same subject has been forwarded to me, of his own accord, by Dr. Zier, the States Attorney of the Prussian Province of Tuhl and Langensalza, to which the village of Seebach, the native place of said family belongs.

I enclose the same, in translation marked A, with the remark that this voluntary act of service and politeness deserves the higher acknowledgement, as certain Prussian authorities are generally not very obliging towards Republican governments and their representatives.

As Dr. Zier declares himself willing to furnish more particulars, I have requested him to do so, especially with reference to George Andrew Atzerodt, the individual directly involved in the assassination plot.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, Sir,

Your most obdt Servant

(signed) William W. Murphy,

US Consul General

Hon. Wm. H. Seward

Secretary of State

Washington

F-67

Department of State,

Washington, June 15, 65

Hon. E. M. Stanton

Secretary of War,

Sir,

I have the honor to transmit herewith, for your information dispatch No. 474 from the Consul General of the US at Frankfort.

I will thank you to return the dispatch to this department.

I have the honor to be, Sir,

Your obedient servant,

William H. Seward

(7:352–55)
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Letter to Stanton from Seward, Jan 31, 1868

Endorsements:

State Department

Enc. Copy of dispatch from the US Consul at Quebec to the former reputation of H. B. St. Marie, a witness on the late trial of John H. Surratt.

J. Adv Genl reporting Feb 20

Respectfully referred to the Judge Advocate General by order of the Sec. of State, L. H. Pelonze—Bureau of Mil. Justice, Feb. 7th 1868, respectfully returned. As the statements of Mr. Chauveau were not made under oath, & as St. Marie whom they assail had had no opportunity of confronting his accuser, or subjecting him to cross-examination, it is not believed that any sufficient ground is presented for discrediting a man who has performed an important service in the interests of public justice & who has been faithful & truthful in his relations to the government of the U. States. Even if he has been a defaulter, etc. in Canada, as averred, but of which his continued residence the unmolested certainly affords no proof, yet it is certainly at the information which he furnished in regard to the whereabouts etc. of Jno. H. Surratt, proved to be true & led directly to the arrest of this alleged assassin. It is not perceived how St. Marie’s antecedents even if they were as discreditable as stated, can affect the value of this information to the government or impair its obligation to make a just compensation. The suggestion of the vice-consul that the reward for the information should or may be apportioned in the ratio of the moral worth of the informer indicated in animus or obliquity of intellectual vision on his part which detracts much from the consideration to what his communication might otherwise have been entitled. It is for the Secretary of War to determine whether a loose unsupported & irrelevant accusation like this shall be referred to the committee of Congress before which the question of the reward which shall be paid St. Marie for his services in connection with the capture of Surratt, is now understood to be pending.

J. Holt, Judge Adv. Gen.

Department of State,

Washington January 31, 18681

To the Honorable Secretary of War,

Sir,

I transmit herewith, for your information and use, an extract of dispatch No 7, dated January 23rd instant, from the Vice Consul of the United States at Quebec, Canada in reference to the former reputation of St. Marie, a witness on the late trial of John H. Surratt.

I have the honor to be,

Sir,

Your obedient Servant,

Wm. H. Seward



1 John Surratt’s trial took place in June 1867 in Washington, D.C.


	THOMAS SHANKLAND	(3:53–55)


“E” 678 (JAO) 1865

Evidence

Thomas Shankland, being duly sworn testified as follows:

I reside in Brooklyn, NY No. 282 Clinton Street. I was at Mr. Green’s house on 17th Street for two months, ending on the evening of the 11th of March 1865; during that time I had very excellent opportunities of knowing Mr. Green’s sentiments; he talked with me very freely and discussed public matters, and like all Virginians, he owed supreme allegiance to Virginia. He said that the south could never be subjugated. His two sons he told me were in the Confederate army, but that he had never written to them for four years; he did not know where they were and he had never seen them; he expressed always a great respect for Mr. Lincoln the President and I never heard him speak disrespectfully of any member of the Cabinet.

I have known Mr. Green a good many years; I was here in September last and I saw him then. Mr. Greene told me that there was a great deal of water under the basement of his house, that there was no cellar, and that he had it excavated to carry off the water, so that it was dry. He told me that in the fall; he spoke of it again in the winter. Mr. Green’s house is on 17th Street; I do not know the number.


	LT. COL. N. SHAURMAN	(2:876–78)


“W” 257 (JAO) 1865

Wallace, Maj. Gen. Lew

Endorsements; Respectfully referred to Col. Wooley, who is hereby directed to put the man in irons and send him as soon as possible under a strong guard, to the Old Capitol Prison Wash. DC. The officer in charge of the prisoner will be directed to obtain a receipt of him from the keeper of the prison and then deliver the paper to Brig. Gen. J. A. Hardie, Inspector Gen., at the War Dept.

Maj. Gen. Wallace, copy Samuel B. Lawrence.

Headqrs U.S. forces

Havre de Grace Md. May 3rd 1865

Capt. W. M. Boon

Asst. Adj. Gen.

Captain,

(extract)

I have the honor to report that the following named persons have been arrested within my command, since last report and forwarded to Maj. Wiegel, Asst. Pr. Mar. Balt. Md.

Citizen John Harrison of Bellair charged by J. Webster, Pr. Marshal Western District Harford Co., with having made a bet that the late President of the United States, Mr. Lincoln, would be murdered before the expiration of his term of office, and has since claimed the bet. He is also charged with belonging to the “Knights of the Golden Circle.” The charges are substantiated by the names of several citizens of Bellair.

I have the honor to be, Captain,

Most respectfully Your obt Servant

(signed) N. Shaurman

Lt. Col. 9th NY Vet. Battal.


	GEORGE H. SHEPARD	(3:157–58)


“S” 417 (JAO) 1865

Sherman, Chas. E.

Washington, 26 May, 1865

Thos. Shankland, Esq.

Dear Sir,

In accordance with your request this morning, I hereby certify on honor, and will if deemed necessary, cheerfully state under oath, that Thomas Green Esq. (a son in law of the late Mr. Ritchie) invited to his house south of the Navy Department in April 1861, a number of the officers of the 8th Massachusetts Regiment, which had then just arrived, for the Defense of the Capital and Government (via Annapolis) and entertained them, generously and handsomely, and spoke words of kindness, and encouragement, in the performance of their hard and patriotic duties.

Very Respectfully

Your Obt. Servt.

Chas. E. Sherman


	WILLIAM T. SHERMAN	(2:179)


Letterhead: US Military telegraph

21 Apl 1865

By telegraph from Raleigh


To Comdg Officer

Sir,

A Maj. Higginson of the Secret Service who pretends to have knowledge of the parties who conspired & murdered the Prest. is there if he entitled to credit send him to Washington City under guard or otherwise according to your judgment. I do not know him at all & suggest great caution with such men.

W. T. Sherman


	GEORGE H. SHEPARD	(3:424)


“F” 509 (JAO) 1865

Carroll Prison Washington DC

May 7th 1865

Recd. of Corpl. John A. Ransom VRC one man named Thomas L. Gardner.1

Geo. H. Shepard

Capt. 116th NY SV

Comdg Guard



1 Gardner was the nephew of George Gardner, Samuel Mudd’s neighbor. Thomas Gardner was a principal witness during the trial (PW, Poore I:361, Pitman 71; DW, Poore II:422, Pitman 196).


	MRS. JOHN SHINE	(3:9–11)


“S” 363 (JAO) 1865

Mrs. John Shine

St. Louis, May 19th 1865

Mr. Edwin M. Stanton

Sec. of the War Dept.D.C.

Your Honor,

Mr. Stanton, I cannot refrain from writing to you at the present time and under the present state of affairs which are now existing in the city of Saint Louis. I deeply sympathize in our great national calamity and I therefore do all in my power to have all those implicated in the assassination of President Lincoln arrested and punished to the extent of the law or else punish them beyond the bounds of the now existing law in the United States.

There is some of the Booth’s implicators here in said city of Saint Louis. Some that he consulted with while here last winter.1 There was a man told me yesterday that he helped, said Booth to plan the said atrocious deed of our beloved President. Mr. Stanton, I go for having all such persons confined to the ball & chained until such time as the law releases from said punishment. Furthermore if will find me such Detective forces as are required, I will help to have them arrested. Sir, there are detectives in St. Louis but they are known and are not what are required for such business; that is my candid opinion. I am not an aider in any such work. I denounce everyone that coincides in any manner with those implicated in said assault. Furthermore, if I had the proper orders and unbeknownst to anyone excepting the detective police, if you will find a gentleman of keen apprehension and one that has been a detective for years it will undertake to ferry all such people out that is if you will not take my offer as an imposition. I feel as though I could not do enough since to have those implicated in the crime of President Lincoln & attempted murder of Mr. Seward and brother. The way that I have discovered the foresaid persons was while I have been canvassing for portraits of A. Lincoln & Generals Grant & Sherman & Sheridan & the life of one of our detective heroines that passed through the rebellion.

(Mr. Stanton, Honorable sir), please do not take this as an insult. I think I have done right in reporting and punish all according to their deserts.

I remain your humble Servt.

Mrs. John Shine, canvasser

PS Please address me No. 130 corner of Spruce & Main St. St. Louis Mo.



1 Booth was in St. Louis for a two-week stint performing at Ben DeBar’s theater in December 1864.


	LEWIS SHIPLEY	(3:719–21)


“M” 588 (JAO) 1865

Shipley, Lewis

Stafford O. June 13th 1865

The Hon. E. Stanton

Secretary of War,

Dear sir, I have thought proper to give you some information that we think strange of here. It is this; on the first of April, a man by the name of Thomas Miracle wrote on the head of a flour barrel these words “April 13th 1865, Lincoln will be damned and go to hell.”

Peter Armstrong the miller at the mill where it was done saw him write the above at least 10 days before the death of the President. This man Miracle is and has been a “copperhead”. There are many of the same kind in this county, the information you may rely on. Do as your honor think best.

Your obedient

Lewis Shipley

Postmaster, Stafford, Monroe Co.

Ohio


	WILLIAM SILVEY	(3:442–44)


“S” 515 (JAO) 1865

Silvey, William

Office AAPM General

Concord NH

May 9th 1865

Brig. Gen. James B. Fry

Pro. Mar. Gen.

Washington DC

General,

I would respectfully state that on the 24th April ult. I reported by letter that on the day that Mr. Lincoln, late President of the United States was assassinated, it was reported in Manchester and vicinity at one o’clock on that day (some nine hours before the act was consummated) that the assassination had actually been accomplished. These facts and rumors came to me in such shape that I at once ordered an investigation for the purpose of satisfying myself whether the report as brought to me was actually circulated at the time and place stated.

I forward today the report of Capt. Hosea Eaton to whom I entrusted this investigation. I would state that he placed the matter in the hands of one of his deputies living in the city of Manchester and I have no doubt but the investigation was made as thorough as possible.

The affidavits enclosed will give you the history of this matter as far as I can obtain it officially. You will best judge whether it is important to find John Morrison, referred to in report of Capt. Eaton.

I submit this statement to you without being fully convinced as to the reliability of the rumor, though it is fully credited in this part of the state.

Very respectfully

Your obt. Servt.

W. Silvey

Capt. 1st US Arty.

Bvt. Major, AAPM Gen.

(3:445–47)

“S” 515 (JAO) 1865

I, Edward Prime of Manchester in the County of Hillsborough and State of New Hampshire depose and say that on the 14th day of April 1865, at or about seven o’clock in the forenoon, I was told of the assassination of President Lincoln by one John Morrison. Said Morrison has since gone to Wilmington N. C. I also say that I told the same to several people in the city of Manchester during the same day among whom was one S. C. Flenders & Nathaniel Corning, both of which work on the Manchester Corporation in said Manchester.

Edward Prime

Hillsborough May 2, 1865

Subscribed and sworn to before me, Isaac W. Farmer, Justice of the Peace.

(3:448–49)

“S” 515 (JAO) 1865

I Wilberforce Ireland of Manchester in the County of Hillsborough depose and say that on the 14th day of April 1865 at or about one of the o’clock in the afternoon I was told of the assassination of President Lincoln by one John Aiken and that it was generally reported through the repair shop & yard of the Manchester Corporation but I cannot learn how or where or by whom the story was first started here for no one believed it or paid any attention to it until it became known the next morning. I reported the story that was circulated in the shop about two o’clock of the same day to one Jonathan Ireland of Dumbarton in the County of Merrimack.

Wilberforce Ireland

Hillsborough April 25, 1865

Subscribed and sworn to before Mr. Isaac W. Farmer Justice of the Peace

(3:450–51)

“S” 515 (JAO) 1865

Office Provost Marshal

2nd District, NH

Concord, May 4th 1865

Captain,

I have the honor to report in answer to your order dated April 24th, 1865, requesting an investigation as to the statements made in the City of Manchester, County of Hillsborough & State of new Hampshire that President Lincoln had been assassinated the morning before the occurrence took place. It appears from the investigation made that such a story was current not only in Manchester but in the adjoining towns as coming from Manchester hours before the black deed was done. I have not been able to trace the reports back to the source from whence they had their origin further than to one John Morrison as is shown by the affidavit accompanying this report, who has since that time left the city of Manchester and gone to Wilmington North Carolina, but understand is now stopping at Moorhead City in said North Carolina.

I am Captain,

Very respectfully,

Your obt. Svt.

Hosea Eaton

Capt. & Provost Marshal

2nd Dist

NH



	JOE SIMMS	(6:165–69, PW, Poore I:205, 413, Pitman 80, 81)


“S” R.B. (JAO) P77 1865

Statement of Joe Simms (colored)

April 19th, 1865

Joe Simms, a colored man, duly sworn says he was employed in Ford’s Theater to hoist the curtain and carry out the bills. At the time the President was murdered he had nothing to do but to attend to the bills, raise the curtain and keep the rooms clean after the dusting by the women.1 On the day of the murder Mr. Booth was there in the afternoon between five and six o’clock in the evening. He came in the back way. He always came in that way when he came horseback. He came out in front of the theater. Ned Spangler was sitting there. He and Ned went in to the restaurant together. I do not know what became of them after that. I did not see anything more of him till the time the President was murdered. This was the same night. I am employed up on the flies, and the curtain hangs right above the private box. I have a straight view from where I was right down into the President’s box. Nearly at the end of the third act I heard the report of a pistol, and immediately I looked across. I knew it was something strange for anything like that to occur in front of the stage among the people. I looked and saw a man jump down from the private box on the stage with a knife in his hand about a foot long. As he rose after the leap he turned his back on the private box and said something like “revenge for the South” and made his escape across the stage and out at the back door. I could not recognize him; he was going so fast. He ran back in the rear part. After he had passed the center of the stage I could not see him because the flies hid him. so that I could not Spangler was very intimate with him. He kept a horse and buggy there, and Mr. Spangler used to see that he was attended to till after he got tired of his horse & buggy, ^when^ he apparently employed Spangler to sell his horse & buggy for him. Mr. Spangler sold his horse and buggy for him. I do not know what he got for him. They were always very much together. Never overheard what they said as white people usually keep their business to themselves and colored people look after themselves.

I do not recollect of ever seeing Mr. Ford and Mr. Booth in any conversation whatever. During that week I do not remember of seeing him there but that one day.



1 At the moment of the assassination Simms was seated in the structural work located directly above the stage (known as the flies) tending the curtain and thus had a bird’s-eye view of the stage.


	JOSEPH H. SIMONDS	(2:738–40, PW, Poore I:39, Pitman 45)


“E” 210 (JAO) 1865

Letterhead: Jo. H. Simonds & Co.,1 agents for the purchase and sale of real estate, etc.

Franklin, Pa. April 25th, 1865

Capt. D. V. Derickson,

Dear Sir,

In accordance with your request, I am happy to give you correct information with regard to the property of J. Wilkes Booth in this section, more especially as newspaper rumor has assigned to him extensive and valuable interests here. The first time he was ever in Venango County was in January 1864 when he made a small investment in connection with two gentlemen of Cleveland in a lease on the Allegheny River directly opposite Franklin. He owning an undivided third interest in the same. During the summer the lease was placed in my hands for management and at that time on the occasion of his second visit here in June last he made an investment of $1000 in a property on Pithole Creek owned by an association of gentlemen in Boston, the management of whose affairs here was also placed in my hands. From neither of these interests did he ever derive a single dollar benefit. In September he made his third and last visit here during which time a purchase of the land interest in the Allegheny River property was consummated. He furnishing his third of the purchase money and by agreement between all the owners the conveyance was made in my name as Trustee and at my suggestion the accounts settled, and operations suspended as in my opinion, work did not promise to prove remunerative. This was no sooner consummated than he requested me to prepare deeds conveying all his title and interest in the Allegheny River property to his brother, Junius Brutus Booth, two thirds and to myself one third, and all his interest in the Pithole property to his sister, he giving as a reason that his oil speculations had proved unprofitable and he wished to dispose of every interest he had in this section as they served to draw away his mind and attention from his profession to which he intended to devote all his faculties in the future. This request I complied with and as soon as they were executed he left for New York, since which time I have never seen him. Thus you will see that so far from his having realized a large fortune from oil speculations as rumor has averred, his were a positive loss. He never having owned but two small interests and neither of them have as yet been any source of profit, although both have now become moderately valuable. This is all that he ever owned in the Venango Oil Region or was interested in, unless he has purchased since I saw him oil stocks in the cities, of which I know nothing, but my impression is that such is not the case. The stories of the newspapers of the large fortune made by him in this section were coined in the brain of some romance writer. His whole investment in this section would not amount to more than six thousand dollars from which he never received a dollar return. I have endeavored to make this statement as clear and concise as possible and you are at liberty to use it as you may see fit, resting assured that you will be stating the truth in denying the exaggerated rumors which fill the prints with regard to his great fortune, which I have the impression will be found to be nothing more than what he has gained in his profession.

You will excuse my writing more concerning this terrible affair. There is a private woe, which his relations and friends suffer in addition to the grief that all are sharers in, which is nonetheless poignant that it can have no sympathy. Sudden, sharp and terrible was the blow upon all his true friends, (and he had many) and it was one which at first could not be believed, cannot yet be realized and is a sorrow which time can never heal.

God bless our whole country and bring her safely through every peril to peace and prosperity, again a happy and united nation; and, may we not without a thought detrimental to her highest interests, pray, that He in His infinite love and goodness will forgive the unhappy author of this her last and greatest calamity, though man never can.

With thanks for your sympathy in this the greatest trial of my life,

I am Yours Resp

Jo. H. Simonds



1 Booth hired his old friend, Joseph Simonds, to manage his oil ventures. Simonds testified at the conspiracy trial that Booth had lost his entire six thousand-dollar investment by the fall of 1864.

(2:747–48, PW, Poore I:39, Pitman 45)
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Fry Jas. B.

Washington DC April 29th 1865

Gen. Hinks,

Arrest and send to this city J. H. Simonds of Oil City, Penna.

(sgd) Jas. B. Fry PMG

(2:317–19, PW, Poore I:39, Pitman 45)
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Letterhead: Jo. H. Simonds & Co. etc.

Franklin Pa., Feb. 21st 1865

Dear John,

Your strange note of the 16th Rec’d. I hardly know what to make of you this winter. So different from your usual self. Have you lost all your ambition or what is the matter.1 Don’t get offended with me, John, but I cannot but think you are wasting your time spending the entire season in Washington doing nothing when it must be expensive to live and all for no other purpose beyond pleasures.

If you had taken 5 or 10000 dollars and came out here and spent the season living here with us, traveling off over the country hunting up property, I believe we both could have made considerable money by it. It is not too late yet for I believe the great rush for property is to be this spring and if you are not going to act this season come out here, John, where at least you can live prudently and where I really believe you can make money. Come, John, immediately. We have plenty of room at our house now.

You must not tell such extravagant stories, John, about me. We work very hard and from the office derive so far a very comfortable income, but nothing even compared to what you used to make acting, large indeed though compared with what we formerly Rec’d. We have not got sick yet, John, and when I do you will be the first one to know. But I do wish you had come out here and staid this winter and still wish you could come now. It would be more profitable than living in Washington. But if you come don’t bring old Paum with you.

I had hoped and expected when I wrote you last that our well in Pithole would have been tested long before this, but three weeks ago, just as the last boring was being done, the tools with reamers attached went down and stuck fast. I went to work systematically to get them out and hope to be successful this week and then go on again. This delay has been most vexatious.

Yours,

Jo. H. Simonds

Let me hear from you soon and see you sooner. Mo1 is well and sends regards.



1 Booth’s noticeable change in demeanor was brought about by his preoccupation with removing Lincoln from office.

1 Simonds’s wife Maureen.

(7:31–34, PW, Poore I:39, Pitman 45)
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Letterhead: Jo. H. Simonds & Co., etc. Franklin, Pa. Dec. 7th 1864

My Dear John,

Yours of the 2nd rec’d with bill of performance for which many thanks.2 I had been wondering where you were for some time past and should have written sometime since but for two reasons; 1st I did not know in what part of the country you were wandering and 2nd so busy have I been that I have not had time even to breathe. I have not changed at all except in one particular and that is in writing letters and that is a matter of necessity. We are driven all but to death and do not have time to eat, drink or sleep. We get into the office at 7 o’clock in the morning and never leave it until between 12 and 1 o’clock at night. As I am the head of the whole concern the responsibility and anxiety of the business falls upon me and it keeps me constantly busy. It is one constant stream of talk for Mo and self. We have the office very nicely fitted up and have been obliged to take in the upper room turning them both into one by a staircase. Business has been brisk and our profits reasonable. I have not yet made my fortune, my dear boy but think I shall by careful management and attention to business build up a profitable trade. It is hard work, long hours, constant application and great anxiety but then it is for myself and I am much happier than when in the bank.3 Don’t for a moment think I have forgotten you my dear John for not a day passes that I don’t think and speak of you but you can realize that I am busy when I say that I don’t write home oftener than once a month and then very hurried notes. I had no idea what being busy meant before but now I realize it.

Poor Tom, from bad to worse, his misfortunes will kill him. What he is living on I can’t imagine. He is borrowing a little here and there, has pawned his watch or rather the one you and John Ellsler paid for; is drinking more than ever; has been a fearful nuisance to us in our business having ruined two or three profitable sales we had almost perfected; has called Mr. Stevens and self all the villainous names you can imagine; injured our reputation by representing himself as being at the head of the firm until we have been obliged to publish a card in the paper a copy of which you will receive.

John Ellsler has never settled up on his share of the balance and I shall write him shortly if I don’t hear from him.

I was in Cleveland four or five weeks since and saw him there but he did not offer to settle. The whole thing stands now quietly and I shall not be in favor of doing anything as long as Tom is in it. I am in hopes that he will be ready to sell his interest at something like its real value at some time when I may feel inclined to buy. He is living in Cleveland but comes down here occasionally. He was here last week for two days; made $20,000 (in his imagination) and went back to C. to spend it. I have lost all pity for him. You can hardly imagine what a disappointment it was my not being able to attend the performance of Julius Caesar. I had no idea when it was coming off until the day it occurred, but I could not have left here had I known it. I fear you must be getting blue not acting any. I thought you had engagements commencing about this time, and I hoped you would increase your list. Am sorry too at your ^being^ sick; You must be careful of yourself.

If you have nothing else to do and get hard up just come out here and stop with us. We will guarantee to support you.

Let me assure you I shall never forget all your kindness to me.

I was at the Recorder’s office yesterday and these deeds were not entered yet; as soon as they are I shall forward you June’s.

Let me hear from you when you can get a chance to write for I am as much interested in your welfare as ever. I see that June is acting in Boston. I should like to be there & see him.

I had a letter from Lin Jhenall the other night, from his a/c. I judge things are mixed at the museum although they are doing a good business.

Lin thinks of trying starring next season. Mo and Murphy are well and desire to be remembered to you. Things are progressing well at Pithole. One well is down 470 feet through the second sandrock where they struck a fine show of oil. This is a long letter for me to get a chance to write but the mail has just come in and I must turn to that.

Yours as ever

Jo. H. Simonds

11 PM



2 The bill of performance is for the play Julius Caesar, performed on November 25, 1864, in New York by the three Booth brothers as a benefit performance to raise funds to erect a statue of William Shakespeare in Central Park in New York. It was the only time the three brothers appeared together on the stage.

3 Simonds’s previous job was as a bank teller in Boston.

(7:39–42)
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Letterhead: Jo. H. Simonds & Co. etc. Franklin, Pa, Jany 24th, 1865

My Dear John,

Yours of the 4th of Jany rec’d (acknowledging draft) and 19th just handed me, and I do this time answer by return mail, laying aside for the moment all other business with which I am all but crazy. My head is in a whirl all the time. Just now Mo is away at home on a visit and I have two entirely green hands in the office to attend to business and what with Pithole and everything else ^on my hands^ I am almost wild and sometimes hardly know what I am about. The same day that I rec’d your first I had an answer from John Ellsler begging more time upon the balance due from him. As it has been so long since it was due and as the money now belongs to me, I do not feel particularly pleasant with regard to his complaints that nothing is being done there. Who does he expect to furnish the money to go on and do the work especially with Tom Mears to spend it. Tom is here in town but does not come into the office often as I generally take him down a peg or two when he does. Junes deed I have just rec’d from the Recorder’s Office and enclose to you that you can make such disposition of it as you think best. I trust it may prove valuable to him and think it may sometime, for if I can make satisfactory arrangements with Tom Mears and John Ellsler I would like to put a man at work at the lower end of the property and bore a new hole, for I have a good deal of faith in the property but I have no idea of advancing all the money without getting a proportionate share of the benefit. I should wish this in the shape of a lease if at all. Neither John nor Tom have any idea that I own an interest and should it turn out valuable I should not feel like taking it from you upon the terms which I rec’d it last fall.

Pithole promises fair to be a good thing and a fine arrangement for Rosa. You might not have given her more than half of that share [illegible] for it now looks as though it would prove a [illegible] income. I resume you have heard before this [illegible] striking of a 300 bl well on the adjoining farm to ours and the tremendous excitement it has caused here. [unintelligible] and I have been offered $15,000 each for our shares. Our well is bored and will probably be tested this week, in which we have as good a show as they had. Should we have a large well it will be a big thing all around. I am sorry for your non success. Are you not going to play at all this season? I should think it must be expensive for you living in Washington without doing anything.

If you have nothing in hand come out here and stay with us, where we will take good care of you and supply you with every comfort except women.

I had news from Porter advising me not to sell Fremont stock as the market has been flat ever since the purchase was made, so I preferred to send you the $500 which you need not worry about at all until you get to making money again.

Pithole has already turned out well so that all are satisfied with it and are thinking of starting another company upon very much the same plan, only on a larger scale. We have with other parties with whom we have joined 350 acres of what I consider good territory not far from our own property upon which we propose forming a company dividing it into 350 shares @ $1000 each to be managed by a board of three trustees, Taylor of the McHenry House, Meadville, Jocelyn of Rouseville, a fine man, and myself trustees. The property then to be surveyed out into acre lots and every other acre leased for half the oil so that there will be no need of a working capital and some fifty or one hundred wells will in this way be started right off and in six months I feel almost confident that the stock would be like ours worth $10000 or $15000. I have thought that perhaps you could dispose of some of the stock among your friends and do something for yourself as I know of nothing more worthy of confidence and shall offer it to my own friends myself with great inducements to invest. You can talk it around among such as you meet and as soon as arrangements are made I will send you full particulars, description, etc. etc.

To you personally we can give you eleven shares for every $10000 in cash or 10% commission, although we don’t propose to pay commissions as a general thing as it is good enough to wash itself through. It is a rare chance for people to go into a square thing and make either a large or small investment with good prospects of a large return. Let me hear from you often John for it shows me that I am not forgotten here in my exile, and come down if you can. Believe me ever yours truly, Jo. H. Simonds

(7:29–30)

F-08

Letterhead: Jo. H. Simonds & Co. Agents for the Purchase & sale of real estate, Franklin, Pa. Nov. 3rd 1864

Dear John,

Yours of the 29th recd with deeds etc. which I have left for record. You forget the great number of instruments which have to be recorded and it is not profitable that they will be finished to send you June’s1 before you leave Baltimore for three month is the time it usually takes for recording deeds, but then they hope to have done in six weeks.2 I was at Cleveland last Friday and saw John Ellsler & Tom. They both wish to be remembered to you. Tom is doing nothing except drinking whiskey and borrowing money but I can have no pity for him. We are fearfully busy and you must excuse brevity. Let me hear from you when you get a chance to write.

Yours, J. H. Simonds, etc.



1 Junius Brutus Booth Jr.

2 Toward the end of the summer of 1864, Booth took the necessary steps to distribute all of his assets among his brother Junius, his mother Mary Ann, and his sister Rosalie. Booth was preparing for the eventuality of his having to escape the country or being killed. A law was still on the books authorizing the confiscation of all the assets from anyone convicted of disloyal or treasonous acts.

(7:35–42)

F-08

Letterhead: Jo. H. Simonds & Co. etc. Franklin, Pa. Jan 6th, 1865

My Dear John,

I have been to the Recorder’s Office today and he tells me that June’s Deed will probably be recorded by next week. As soon as it is done I shall send it to you. Tom has been round today bothering me about the place and had a paper from John Ellsler giving his sanction to Tom’s leasing the place. I wonder at his being so injudicious as he is liable to bother me with his damned nonsense.

I wish that you would write June to send me a Power of Atty to act for him in the matter as I may in that way be enabled to show a semblance of authority and power in the matter. Tom was quite struck up today when I reminded him during his blowing that if the land was sold for $10,000 according to the agreement he had signed that he would receive nothing from it as the money invested was to be repaid before anything was to be divided. He raved and stormed that no such agreement would stand, that it should be adjusted and that it should be null and void. I quietly told him that I knew nothing about that but that such was the agreement signed sealed and stamped and I did not see how it could be got rid of as he had signed it and he could be held to it. Am very busy and have not time to write more. God bless you old boy, and give you good luck.

Yours,

Jo. H. Simonds

Mo sends love and laughs at Tom


	JAMES H. SIMPSON	(2:246)


Hdqrs. Post

Parkersburg W. Va.

May 8th 1864

His Excellency A. Q. Boreman

Governor

I take pleasure in introducing to your favorable consideration Mr. C. F. Taggert. Have been acquainted with him for the last two years and have no hesitancy in saying that I regard him a gentleman in every sense of the word.

He enlisted in the U S Service in the outbreak of the war. Three month after his enlistment, by order of Gen. Rosecrans he was assigned to Secret Service Dept. W. Va. Subsequently was transferred to Lander officiating with credit to himself, until Gen. Lander’s death. Afterwards was employed by Gen. Shields and then Gen. Banks, where his operations were marked with success; lastly by Gen. Slocum. This last of his operations in Secret Service in the field. He was taken prisoner at the battle of Chancellorsville. Since his exchange, he has been operating as US Secret Police under different Commanders. If you can arrange it so, would be pleased to have him assigned to the Dept. of W. Va. as an organization of U. S. S. Police would, in my opinion, greatly assist the Government.

Yours Resp.

Jas. S. Simpson

Major

Comdg Detachments


	WALTER SMART	(2:1130)


“S” 343 (JAO) 1865

Walter Smart

Old Cambridge Mass

May 20, 1865       Important

Mr. Stanton

Secretary of War

James Maxwell, late representative of Cecil County Maryland, who was sent to Fort Lafayette by McClennan. He died suddenly at Elkton. His family did not know it and I think under suspicious circumstances, somewhere about our late lamented Presidents burial. I only know the fact & it came from one who had a brother in the rebel army. My wife told me of it. Mrs. Smart being a Maryland lady it came from one of her lady friends.

Now another matter; Do you think disunionists & traitors ought to have contracts? Bean Hasbruck Franklin & Punassa, Mason of 180 B. W. N. Y. undertook to engrave gives warrant for his purity. Bean went to Augusta & got it. Marshal Murray was written to & he seized it; ask him.

This mean [unintelligible] Jew Bean I most worst of all because an American Franklin have been getting government contracts for engraving from the Lighthouse board & navy office. Amassa Mason of 29 Conell St. Boston during the whole war for paraffin gunlock oil. He being only a sort of agent maybe not as guilty as Bean. Bean has prospered by his rascality & violating his oath of naturalization. I was discharged & subject to loss because I was suspected of telling M. M. about it some time after. Really it is too bad.

Yours Resp

Walter Smart

Bean is now of Besey St. so is Franklin


	ALFRED SMITH	(2:11–12)


“S” 8 (JAO) 1865

Newport, Rhode Island

April 16, 1865

Sunday Noon

Hon. Edwin M. Stanton

Sec. of War

Washington DC

Sir

J. W. Booth was in this city on the 5th instant, coming in the steamboat from N. York on that morning and going with a lady to the Aguntneck House, registering his name “J. W. Booth and lady.”1 After taking breakfast, they went out walking and were out till 2 P.M. when they returned to the Hotel & requested dinner be sent to the room for the lady; the excuse being indisposition, but before the dinner could be served, they left on the 3 P.M. train for Boston.

I shall try to trace tomorrow where they went in their walk from 9 to 2 P.M.

I write you this, deeming it the duty of every loyal man in the country to throw all the light he can on the comings & goings of this miscreant.

Your Obedient Servant

Alfred Smith



1 The “lady” was Lucy Lambert Hale, the daughter of Senator John Parker Hale of New Hampshire.


	DAVID SMITH	(2:698–700)


“S” 204 (JAO) 1865

Smith, David H.

Hagerstown, Washington County, Md.

April 25, 1865

This is to certify that the undersigned regards David H. Smith (Government Detective for Capt. Nail, Provost Marshal 4th District of Maryland) as a loyal, reliable, and trustworthy official, and take pleasure in recommending him as an active officer in the discharge of his duties as a detective.


	J P. Rind	Judges of	Isaac Nesbitt
	A Shoop	Orphan Court	
			George French
	William Logan		S. Oliver Sheriff
	M. Cook Mayor		Samuel. F. Zeigler
	Berry A. Carlinger		Wm. W. Whishan
			D. C. Aughinbaugh


General Fry,

Above is a certificate signed by our County Judges, Clerk, Register, Sheriff, Treasurer etc. and send it in order to satisfy you of my standing in this community.

Believing as I do that J. D. Reamers arrest by me with the evidence will be of such service to the government as will lead to results that will entitle me to some consideration from the hands of the government in the event of his conviction or complicity with the parties concerned in the assassination of the President.

Yours Truly

David H. Smith

Detective

(2:701)

“S” 204 (JAO) 1865

State of Maryland, Washington Co. to wit:

On this 25th day of April 1865 before me the subscriber Justice of the Peace of the State of Maryland in and for Washington County, personally appeared William Thurston and after being duly sworn according to law, doth depose and say that he on or about the 8th day of July 1864 he saw John D. Reamer in company with a Rebel officer in a private alley in Hagerstown and which in conversation with the said officer, he, Reamer drew from his pocket a sheet of paper, and after explaining what was written thereon gave the same to the said officer as they came out of the alley, and the officer told said Reamer that he would have it attended to that evening. Sworn before J. W. Cook, JP


	H. B. SMITH	(2:861–62)


“S” 251 (JAO) 1865

Smith, H. B. Lt. C.

Endorsements: Respectfully returned to Col. John Wooley Pro. Mar. Middle Dept. at Baltimore with a request that the witness Raybold1 be reexamined as to the points referred to and the statement be forwarded to Colonel H. L.

Burnett, Judge Advocate Room 31 War Office Wash. April 28th ’65

Letterhead: Headquarters Middle Department, 8th Army Corps, Office

Provost Marshal, Baltimore, April 21st, 1865

Lt. Col. Wooley,

Colonel,

I have the honor to state that I am informed by officer Tenley as follows.

Raybold says, “I was not asked the most important questions, especially about the screws in the door of the President’s box” this was after his examination. He also stated that he knew a great deal about Booth. Perhaps more light could be gained on a reexamination.

I am, Colonel,

Very Resp Yours

H. B. Smith Lt. C



1 Thomas J. Raybold was a ticket agent at Ford’s Theatre and was present at the time of the assassination. Raybold testified as a defense witness for Spangler (DW, Poore III:29, 159, Pitman 109, 111).

(2:863–64)

“S” 251 (JAO) 1865

Letterhead: Headquarters Middle Department, 8th Army Corps, Office

Provost Marshal, Baltimore, May 8th, 1865

Lt. Col. Wooley

I have the honor to report that I have called on Raybold for a future statement. He says that Col. Foster noted carefully all that he stated, but that he thought Col. Burnett did not notice some of his statement and that was the cause of his remarks, also that Colonel Foster has all the information he possessed.

I am Colonel, Very resp. yours

H. B. Smith


	H. W. SMITH1	(2:532–35)


“I” 136 (JAO) 1865

Inventory of property in possession of Col. J. A. Foster and Col. H. S. Olcott and turned over by them to Col. H. L. Burnett, by order of the Sec. of War, April 24th 1865


	No. 1	Saddle and bridle taken on the horse found at large near the Lincoln Hospital2
	No. 2	Sword from the house of J. H. Surratt 541 H. Street
	No. 3	Suit of clothing worn by G. J Holohan previous to the President’s murder and found in the bedroom above the front parlor in the ____ house. [paper fold makes rest illegible]
	No. 4	Valise and contents belonging to Samuel. B. Arnold
	No. 5	Coil of rope, 81 feet long, taken from Ned Spangler’s carpetbag
	No. 6	Pair of boots worn by Wiechmann, taken from the Surratt house, 541 H. Street
	No. 7	Revolver case and dirk knife, belonging to Miss Mary Cook, taken from the house 520 Virginia Avenue, Washington
	No. 8	Portrait of Lewis J. Wiechmann found at the Surratt House 541 H Street.
	No. 9	Envelope containing silver pencil, and bunch of keys belonging to Samuel Herold.1
	No. 10	Carbine left by Booth at the house of Jno. W. Lloyd Charles County, Maryland
	No. 11	Valise from the Surratt house, 541 H Street, containing sundry portraits, album, acct. books, papers, bullet mold.
	No. 12	Pickax carried by the assassin of Secretary Seward at the time of his arrest at the Surratt house 541 H Street
	No. 13	Package of articles found on the person of the above mentioned assassin, when searched by officers Devoe and Sampson of Col. Olcott’s office, to wit:
Sleeve of an undershirt worn by him as a cap


	pocket compass	small hairbrush
	Pincushion	pocket dictionary
	two tooth brushes	small comb
	bottle of hair grease	package of pistol cartridges
	three pieces of tobacco	needle with thread


Pocketknife, five bullets & small key (in a paper)


	No. 14	Package of private papers belonging to J. Wilkes Booth, seized at his room at the National Hotel by order of Col. J. H. Taylor, Chief of staff. This package contains the secret cipher of the confederate States Department, of the Confederate Govt. and a letter to Booth from “Sam”2


	Del’d to Maj. Eckert	Hat and pistol left by the assassin at Secretary Seward’s house.
	Del’d to Maj. Eckert	clothes worn by Secretary Seward’s assassin at time of his arrest.


	No. 15	Package containing two boxes pistol cartridges found in Booth’s trunk
	No. 16	A slung shot and bowie knife taken from S. J. Street Co. C. 3rd Regt. First A. C.
	No. 17	A pair of boots taken from the person of Payne, alias Wood, the assassin of the Secretary of State.


Trunk and contents from Surratt house

Bvt. Major H. W. Smith



1 An officer working on the staff of Provost Marshal H. H. Wells. Smith was in charge of the detail that arrested Mary Surratt the night of April 17.

2 Item 1 is the saddle and bridle from the “one-eyed” horse ridden by Lewis Powell.

1 Item 9 lists items belonging to Samuel Arnold.

2 The letter signed “Sam” was written by Samuel Arnold and was found among Booth’s papers in his room at the National Hotel in Washington.

(3:1065–67)

“S” 679 (JAO) 1865

H. W. Smith

Letterhead: Headquarters Department of Washington, Discharge Office,

Washington, DC May 1st, 1865

Colonel,

I have the honor to report that in accordance with instructions, I started on the 24 inst. for Rappahannock River, to distribute handbills describing the assassin Booth and others.

I had a detachment of (75) seventy-five men with me; Capt. Allen AQM furnished me with the US transport “Porter”. It took us (19) nineteen hours and (20) twenty minutes to reach Point Lookout, Md. where I lost two hours in endeavoring (but without success) to procure a faster boat. We then started for the mouth of the Rappahannock, which we reached in nine hours, where I procured the US gunboat “Freeborn” (thereby delaying me three hours) and transferring 25 of my men on board of the gunboat. I proceeded up the river leaving the Porter at anchor at the mouth of the Rappahannock.

After proceeding up the river as far as a point below Leedstown distributing bills at every practicable landing place, I was informed by a man who had just come down from Metompkin Point, that two men had crossed the Potomac two nights before, one of them lame and carrying a crutch; answering to the description of Booth and were making toward Port Conway.1

I at once went on board of the gunboat and all speed was used to reach Port Conway in time to intercept the two men, but we arrived too late. Booth, being shot at four o’clock on the morning of the day of my arrival. Had the boat given me from Washington been a boat of even average speed, I feel confident that I should have captured Booth and Herold before the Cavalry came up. I would especially thank Capt. Arthur of the US steamer “Freeborn” for the cordial manner in which he cooperated with me during the expedition. After reaching Port Royal, and finding that the assassins were captured, we returned to this city.

I am Colonel

Very Respectfully

H. W. Smith

Brevet. Maj. And AAG

Col. John A. Foster

Judge Advocate



1 Booth and Herold crossed the Potomac River the night of April 22 and reached the Virginia shore on the morning of April 23. After spending the night of April 23 in the cabin of William Lucas, Booth and Herold were taken by Lucas’s son to Port Conway, located on the north shore of the Rappahannock River. They crossed the river near noon on Monday, April 24, and made their way to the home of Richard Garrett near Bowling Green, Virginia, where Booth was killed on April 26 and Herold was captured.


	J. GREGORY SMITH	(2:3)


“S” 3 (JAO) 1865

St. Albans Vt.

April 22/65

J. Gregory Smith

Gov. of Vt.

Hon. Edwin M. Stanton

Sec. of War

I have received reliable information to the following effect; that rebel agents had received information that one of the assassins of the President or Secretary Seward’s was expected to arrive in Canada within a day or two. Either via Troy or W. R. Junction Vermont. Not certain that it was Booth but one closely connected with assassination, if not the principal.

I have informed the Acting Asst. Pro. Mar. General of the State.

J. Gregory Smith

Gov. Vt.


	ROBERT SMITH	(2:441–43)


“S” 115 (JAO) 1865

Smith, Robert

St. Louis Mo. April 26, 1865

To His Excellency

The President of the United States

I deem it my duty to inform you of what is going on here. I hope you will not let this leave your memory, for all I am about to inform you is true upon my oath. I am a colored man, and you would be the last I could offend and the first to defend. On the 24th of this month, between 12 and one o’clock, standing on my platform I saw two men talking. The lattice prevented them from seeing me. I leaned against the lattice and heard the following. It appeared to me as if one was informing the other. He remarked that the presidents chair was to be kept vacant and by the knife. They have marked you and several others as their victims. They said the chain was made and they can’t escape, meaning you and friends; that the chair was to be kept vacant until they had put their man in it and that it would never do to let old Andy Johnson remain there. It was better to of had Old Abe Lincoln and cursed J. W. Booth unmercifully for his plan of dispatching President Lincoln, and said it would be more trouble to keep Booth out of the way, than to do the whole thing. It also appears they are afraid if Booth is caught he will expose the whole thing. There has been parties sent to Washington to arrange things there. There is a plot laid to take your life and all those who are your friends. I do hope your Excellency you will guard against all I have told. I could tell you more. I think I know some of their party whom they mentioned.

With the hopes that you may overcome your enemies I remain your faithful subject.

Robert Smith

Saloon No 110 South 4th Street

Your Excellency would relieve me of a great weight if you would be so kind as to let me know if this comes to hand, as it might be lost some way or other, for I will write again to you if I should not hear you received this. Smith (2:444–48)

“S” 115 (JAO) 1865

Statement of Robert Smith (colored)

Headqrs. Dept. of the Mo.

Office of Pro. Mar Gen.

St. Louis, May 3, 1865

I live at No. 114 south Fourth St.; have lived in St. Louis since 1832; keep a saloon and boarding house; have never been a slave; was born in the state of Pennsylvania. On Sunday night, April 23rd, shortly after 12 o’clock, I was closing up my place before going to bed and for that purpose I stepped out of the door onto the porch which is in front of the saloon to lock the gate of the latticework on the street. As I opened the door to go out I heard somebody talking very low, and the first words I heard were that “Booth is a damned fool”; (I then went close to the latticework and listened. There were three men there, leaning up against the lattice work) “it would cost as much to keep him out of the way as it would to carry out the whole business, but it must be done; the chain was made, and the only way it could be done was by the knife.” That “Dock” ought to be in Washington now, if nothing happened they ought to hear from him by Tuesday. Then one of the others said, “Well have you heard anything from the other party” the first speaker said, “Yes, we have had news, but I haven’t learned what it is.”

Question: Did they say anything about President Johnson?

Answer: The first man that spoke said, “Now Dock is there, and Old Andy Johnson, damn him, is the next one that is to be attended to; it will not do, by God, to let him stay there.” Then the other said, “Well, I guess, when he goes there won’t be any of them anxious for that place.” “Well,” said he, “I don’t know whether they will be or not. All we have to do is to attend to all of them.”

Question: What was said about Gen. Grant?

Answer: Not much; I believe his name was mentioned. One said, “That bird, Grant, flew away, damn him. There is where Booth spoilt the game. It will be damned hard to catch him now.”

Question: Was Mr. Stanton’s name mentioned?

Answer: I didn’t hear it.

Question: Was any other member of the Cabinet?

Answer: The remark was made that “the whole damned thing must be cleaned out. Andy Johnson and all the whole damned Lincoln Cabinet.”

Question: Was anything said about any other General?

Answer: No; they spoke of Gen. Lee and Jeff Davis. They said, “I don’t know who is to blame for that, whether it is Davis or Lee.”

Question: Was the night very dark?

Answer: Well, the lamps were lit.

Question: And you saw these men distinctly?

Answer: No, sir; they were standing under the shade of the house. I could see their shape, but not their features.

Question: Would you be able to recognize any of them?

Answer: I don’t think I would. The only way would be by their voices.

Question: Did you stay till they went away?

Answer: I did. I would not move from the position I was in till they left the place.

Question: You didn’t follow them?

Answer: No, sir, I didn’t; I was sorry afterwards I didn’t. At the same time they might have suspected me if they had seen me.

Question: How long did they stay there after you went on the porch?

Answer: Well, I staid there perhaps over 20 minutes listening to them.

Question: Have you any idea who they were; any of them?

Answer: I have not, sir. From the appearance and size of one of the men I thought I had seen him before that night, and I have seen a man in the street since then that I took to be one of them.

Taken, Sworn and Subscribed to this 3rd day of May, A. D. 1865

Before me

Notary Public St. Louis Co. Missouri


	MARLWOOD SNELL	(7:377–78)


F-74

Letter to Winthrop from Snell, Feb. 1, 1866

Letterhead: War Department, Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen and Abandoned

Lands, Washington February 1, 1866

Col. Winthrop

Judge Advocate General’s Office

Colonel,

I have the honor to transmit herewith a file of the circulars issued from this Bureau for the year 1865.

I am Colonel,

Very Respectfully

Your Obedient Servant,

Marlwood Snell

Bvt. Col. And I. I. Gen.


	MATTHEW SOMMERS	(3:722–23)


“S” 589 (JAO) 1865

Summers, Matthew

Washington DC

June 9th, 1865

Hon. Judge Holt,

Sir,

I have the honor to inform you that in the year 1861, I was a member of the 71st NY Vols. of 2nd “Excelsior” Regt.1 and that while on picket at “Good Hope” Ma., I was informed that the Head quarters of the Charles Co. rebels was established at Mr. Jarboe’s2 house, and that they were armed, equipped, drilled and furnished with ammunition from Baltimore via “Marlow Creek”, Ma.3 I merely mention the above facts in order to let you know that I know something of Jarboe’s character, and if you deem it prudent, am fully prepared to give much further testimony to prove Jarboe’s disloyalty.

I am, sir,

Yours respectfully,

Matthew Sommers

443, 17th Street,

Washington, DC



1 Sommers’s regiment was part of the Excelsior Brigade commanded by General Daniel Sickles and stationed in Charles County, Maryland, in late 1861 and early 1862.

2 James J. Jarboe was a courier along the Confederate mail line and an associate of John Surratt.

3 Several small companies made up of pro-Confederate men from the county formed into militia groups anticipating Maryland’s secession. When Maryland remained in the Union, many of these militia men slipped underground, supporting the Confederacy. Among the more recognizable of these men were Samuel Cox, Samuel Mudd, and Thomas Harbin, all implicated in 1865 with Booth’s plot to capture Lincoln.


	A. G. SOPER	(7:10–12)


F-04

Washington July 24, 1864

Mr. Atzerodt1

I hird from Mrs. Bous that John2 was up & looking for me so I wrote to him and he wrote me wire that he had not bin up hear fore a mont, so it must have bin you. I should of wrote to you first but I particular asked if it was you and she sed it was John. John sed in his letter that he had not mad no inqares about me but he was going to baltimore and would com threw here as went home an sed what irrangements we could make so thaat I would write to you write away. I suppose you want me to wirk an if so—I would like to know on what terms you would like me to com—I am at wirk in the Navy Yard and got a job as long as I am mind to keep it for $2.75 a day but I don’t like hear and would like much better the cuntry. You must write to me as son as you get this for i would lik to know for certain before the 12 of next month for that is payday and I would not lik to set in for another month and then leave. I will not give John a positive anser untill I hear from you—write by the next mail no more.

Yours with respect

A. G. Soper



1 This is obviously George Andrew Atzerodt.

2 John Atzerodt, George Atzerodt’s brother.


	A. G. SOWLES	(2:1008–9)


“S” 309 (JAO) 1865

St. Albans Vt.

A. Sowles

Letterhead: First National Bank of St. Albans, St. Albans, Vt., 18 May 1865

Hon. E. M. Stanton

Sec. etc.

Dr. Sir,

I send you a photograph of Hezekiah Payne the supposed St. Albans raider confined here.

The picture is not good but is the best could get at present. He is quite tall; stout & bold appearing. Whiskers a little sandy; hair very black; hand small & white.

Very Truly Yours, etc

G. Sowles

“S” 332 (JAO) 1865


[image: ]

Figure 16. Carte de visite image of Hezekiah Paine. Authorities at St. Albans, Vermont, sent this photo to compare to the likeness of Lewis Paine (Powell), thinking they might be related.



(2:1093–94)

“S” 332 (JAO) 1865

A. Sowles

Letterhead: First National Bank of St. Albans, Hiram Bellows, President Albert Sowles, Cashier, St. Albans, Vt. 19 May, 1865

Hon. E. M. Stanton

Sec. of War

Dr. Sir,

I enclose herewith a non-perfect picture of Hezekiah Payne,1 the supposed St. Albans raider now confined at this place.

Have you a photograph of the assassin of Mr. Seward, if so please send one to me or inform us if he is a brother.

With high consideration

Your obt. Servant

A. Sowles



1 Hezekiah Payne was not among the listed members of the St. Albans raiders, nor was he among the list indicted by the grand jury in St. Albans.


	EDMAN SPANGLER	(Defendant, 6:201–4)


“S” R.B. (JAO) P78 1865

Examination of Edman Spangler

Examination before Justice Olin one of the Judges of the Supreme Court, D. C.

April 15, 1865

My name is Edward Spangler; am attached to Fords Theater as a stage carpenter. I was there last evening. I know J. Wilkes Booth and have known him for eleven or twelve years.2 Saw Mr. Booth came to the theater yesterday afternoon about five or six o’clock with a little bay mare, and put her in a stable which he had been in the habit of using. Booth objected to the bridle being taken off at that time in the stable and said of the mare “she is a bad little bitch”. Booth took the saddle off and the bridle was kept on. Booth went out and locked the stable door and took the key. We then took a drink. I did not see anything of Booth after that until he came back between nine and ten o’clock and haloed for me. I was in the theater on the stage attending to my business. Mr. Deboney3 said to me Booth is calling you. I then went out to the back of the theater in the alley. I then saw Mr. Booth holding a mare to the best of my knowledge the same one that he had brought there that afternoon. Says he to me “hold this mare for ten or fifteen minutes.” Says I, “I have not time, but I would call Peanut John.”4 I sent word in for him to come out and took hold of the mare. I held the mare until he came out. Booth said she would not stand tying, she had to be held. As soon When he told me to hold her ten or fifteen minutes he went into the theater. As soon as Peanut John came out I went back to my work. As near as I could come to it, ^ten^ fifteen minutes after Booth left the horse and went into the house I heard the shot ^while I was on the^ on the stage. When Booth brought the mare in the afternoon she had on a saddlecloth trimmed with yellow. Booth said it would ^did^ not look very well and he believed he would take it off and put his shawl on, and when I held the horse at the theater back of the theater in the evening, I felt something soft under the saddle. I could not say whether it was a shawl or a blanket.

Immediately after the shot was fired, I saw some person, [unintelligible word] on the stage run out at the prompters side on the left through the exit at the left hand side of the stage. I ran out And communicating directly with the door in the rear near which the man was standing when I went into the theater.

When I went out I could only hear the clatter of the hoofs in the distance. The person who went out went out through the same door through which Booth went in when I took the horse.

Edman Spangler

Subscribed and sworn before

Me this 15th day of April 1865.

AB Olin

Justice Sup. Ct.

D. C.



2 Spangler worked as a carpenter in the construction of the Booth home, Tudor Hall, in Bel Air, Maryland, during 1850–51.

3 An actor in John Ford’s stock company.

4 John Burroughs.


	CHARLES C. SPAULDING	(4:294–99)
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27 Apr. 65

Spaulding, Chas. C.

Statement

Charles C. Spaulding, Private 2nd Regiment of Hancock’s Corps, stationed at Camp Stoneman, says:

This morning I stopped into a saloon the name of which I do not know, situated at the corner of 6th Street and Pennsylvania Avenue, opposite the National Hotel, to get my breakfast. I had nearly finished my breakfast, and three men came in and took a seat alongside of me. I remarked to the man sitting nearest to me “We have cheering news this morning.” He asked what it was. I told him it was said that Booth had been taken, & I understand that the body was now lying in the Navy Yard. Said he, “How did you hear that?” I told him that I heard it at the stable where Booth hired his horse. He put his hand in his pocket and said, “I’ll bet you a hundred dollars it is not so.” “Well”, said I, “What makes you so damned fast to bet that way? You must feel interested in the matter” “Well”, said he “I will bet you a hundred dollars, I have good reasons for believing it is not so.” Said I, “What are your good reasons?” As I made that inquiry, his two companions caught hold of his coat to stop his talking, & he gave me not reply but this; that we have telegraphs all over the country, and that the telegraph would have communicated such information if it was correct. Said I, “Is that all the good reason you have?” He made no reply. I dropped my knife and fork, paid my bill, and went out to look for a soldier, officer or policeman intending to place a guard over them. I could not find a soldier or policeman. I spoke to a hackman then & requested him to keep watch of these men, while I went to look for an officer. I went around the square on a dogtrot, and returned but found they were gone.

I had asked them where they were from; if they were from Maryland. They said no. They paid their bill in US money. I stepped down to the stable on 6th St. across the avenue to notify the stableman in regard to these men, described them minutely, and told him if any such men called to there have a policeman arrest them or to arrest them himself. I had not got over 10 steps before I was halted by another man connected to the stable. Said he, “The men that you described were here not two minutes ago, and I think they saw you coming and the moment they saw you coming they ran up the alley next to the Avenue, running from 6th to 7th Street.” I started and ran as fast as I could up the alley, and the first man I saw was a police officer. I hailed him & told him of it. I ran all around the block there, but I could not get any track of the men.

Description.

The man who wanted to bet with me is rather below the medium height, has blue eyes, cheeks sunken; no whiskers; wears glasses which do not set squarely on his face. There is a sort of squint across the eye. He is not dressed genteelly at all; the side of his vest pocket is torn down a little; his coat & pants are dark brown & threadbare, his hat is a slouch one and very broad brimmed. His personnel is such that any detective who was quick or keen of observation would be able to notice the distinguishing marks about him; Did not notice his companions particularly.

After I went out there was a fourth party, came in and stepped up, or so the clerk informed me, and said “How long will it take you to carry us there? Can you do it in thirty minutes?”


	L. A. SPAULDING	(6:380–82)
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L. A. Spaulding

Respy referred to Col. Burnett

R16.155, A. A. Hosmer

No. 20 Maj. & J. A.

May 17th 1865

Hdqrs Dept of the East

NY City 14 May 1865

Respectfully referred to the Secy. in connection with the case of Coxe arrested at Poughkeepsie & sent to Washington John A Dix, Maj. Gen.

Lockport NY June 11, 1865

Dear Friend,

I notice that you have had Robert E. Coxe, late of St. Catherine C. W. arrested. A friend of mine who resides in St. Catherine’s says he knew Coxe personally while residing in St. Catherine’s & he knows the fact that Coxe’s house was the headquarters of the rebels in St. Catherine’s. Col. J. K. Hartrode has seen Tucker, Clay & Cleary go into Coxe’s house in company with Coxe and many other noted rebels, Coxe’s was headquarters.

Should you wish to establish this fact Col. J. K. Hartrode is a man of reliability & by addressing him at St. Catherine’s or me at Lockport, will go when you require his testimony.

With Much Respect

L. A. Spalding

Refer to Thurlow Weed or Horace Greeley

Gen. John A. Dix

New York


	G. G. SPEAR1	(2:580)
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Spear, G. G.

Washington May 4th 1865

Dear Sir

I wish to obtain an order to get a trunk containing theatrical wardrobe (my private property) out of Ford’s Theater; by granting my request as soon as possible you would confer a favor as it is almost impossible to pursue my profession without it.

Your obedient servant,

G. G. Spear

Approved EMS [Edwin McMasters Stanton].



1 Spear, a close friend and drinking companion of the elder Junius Booth, was permitted to go into the theater to get his belongings but only in the company of Colonel H. H. Wells to make sure he only removed his own property.


	ST. ALOYSIUS CHURCH	(7:650–52)


F-115

List of Contributors and envelope to Stanton

Those who have made contributions for the benefit of St. Aloysius Church


	J. Wilkes Booth	$5.00
	W. Cox	3.00
	L. J. W.	2.00
	J. H. S.   J. H. Surratt	3.00
	J.B.W.	
	G.E	1.
	PT	2.00
	S. A. Spencer	1.00


[Also page of light “doodles” unable to read]


	H. B. ST. MARIE	(7:676–77)


F-124

Note: Re: MM2251

M.M. 2251

In re.

H. B. St. Marie witness against J. H. Surratt

Withdrawn for circuit ct. No.1, June 4, 86 DC Simonton


	BROOKE STABLER1	(4:38, PW, Poore I:176, 203, Pitman 71)


Brooke Stabler

States that Surratt gave him an order for a horse for Atzerodt but afterwards revoked it. Booth and Surratt often came to the stable together, and Booth said that he was a college mate of Surratt’s. And finally Booth took Surratt’s horses away, Atzerodt attending to the removal of them, Booth apparently having general supervision. One of these horses was blind in one eye.



1 Stabler was the manager of Howard’s livery stable located near Sixth and G Streets approximately five blocks from Ford’s Theatre and a little over a block from Mary Surratt’s boardinghouse.

(6:121–42, PW, Poore I:176, 203, Pitman 71)
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Stabler, Brooke

Brooke Stabler, residing at 454 G Street, bet. 6th & 7th, testifies as follows:

I know a man who calls his name J. H. Surratt. He came to the stable that I have charge of and left two horses for keeping about the middle of March. One was a light bay horse about 15 hands high. The other was a larger bay horse and darker, a little blind in one eye and paced a little, a fine racker.1 I also knew a man whose name I suppose was Azworth (Azworth is the same person who passes in the previous testimony as Atzerodt) who used to come to the stable. On the 22nd of February I received an order from Surratt to allow Azworth to use his horse that was there before that time (which order is hereto attached).2

The man described as Azworth was about 5 feet 6 inches in height, with dark hair, light mustache, and little if any whiskers; and he was round shouldered and stooped a little, and was of medium build. The man that I call Azworth was dressed for the last 3 months in a light suit of clothes, what we would call “salt and pepper” clothes, mixed. I think I never saw him with an overcoat.

Azworth and Surratt were frequently there together, and J. Wilkes Booth was also with them. I have heard Surratt and Booth both say that they both were college-mates together.3 They did not say ^at^ what college. Azworth wore his hair rather long and inclined to curl. It was combed behind his ears. Surratt was taller than Azworth, rather a tall man. I should say nearly six feet. He was a slender man. I should think he would weigh perhaps 150 pounds. His hair was dark colored. His eyes were rather light colored. Don’t think he had any beard at all. Rather light complexioned. His skin was not a dark skin. There was a color in his face. The red rather showed through on the cheekbone sometimes, but he varied. He was not a man who drank to excess that I know of. I last saw Mr. Surratt previous to the 31st of March, not many days before, maybe four or five days before. The last time I saw Surratt and Booth and Azworth together was about that time. Surratt was dressed in light clothes. Surratt and Azworth were not both dressed alike. Surratt’s clothing was of a finer quality than Azworth’s. I never took notice of the feet or hands of Azworth or Surratt, but I should say that Azworth wore rather a small boot, and Surratt a larger one. I have his gum elastic [?] legging at the office now. I have seen these gentlemen have cloth gloves on Surratt have a pair of gloves that would come about halfway up to the elbow. They were bucks in long like kin gauntlets. I think they were new. At the time I last saw him they were about new. Those were the ones that were left for Mr. Azworth when he called. Those gloves I have in my drawer now. I have not seen either of those gentlemen with a pair of quite dark or reddish brown driving gloves lined with red flannel and a narrow strip of fur tip about an inch wide around the wrist. I have no recollection of it. I think they smoked cigars. Surratt I think I have seen with a pipe with a plug in the bottom of the bowl, of briarroot. I do not know whether I should know it if I should see it. I see so many pipes. I never have seen Surratt with anything like an overcoat on. I never saw Azworth with an overcoat on.

I know that those three men were there frequently together. When Azworth would come and Surratt was not there, he would leave Surratt to meet him at the Pennsylvania House, the Kimball House on C Street. I do not remember the number. And this often occurred two or three times a day: he came there sometimes as often as half a dozen times a day, and would invariably leave that message for Surratt. Upon one occasion Surratt came there in his absence and I told him, “Well” said he, “the son of a bitch is crazy, or something is the matter with him.” That was during the time that Surratt’s horses were in the stable. Frequently when the three would meet there, Booth with them Booth was a pleasant man and we felt rather an attachment for the two men; not for Azworth, we never liked him, but for Booth & Surratt we had a friendly feeling. They were gentlemanly in their manners. Booth remarked to me one day that he believed Azworth was going crazy. Azworth came up; we were standing out on the bridge, and Booth said to him, “I have just said told Stabler that I believed you were going crazy.” Said he, “I believe you told him the truth.” I could not see anything like craziness about him but he had that down look and drooping, as he always had. After this circumstance occurred Surratt came there in one day and hired a buggy and double team. I put the pole on his two horses to go down to Surratt’s with. He went down there and came back again. He always paid the bills; so did Booth; but I never hired to Azworth. I was afraid of him. That order referred to (previously annexed hereto) Surratt revoked, and nobody but Booth was to have his horses when he called for them. That he gave in person to Booth and me.

As far as those men are concerned, I can look back now and see things that I did not see before. I can work out the whole chain.

About the 31st of March, Booth came up for the horses; told me that Surratt wanted to sell them, that he would pay the bill; and Surratt had told me that when Booth came for them at the end of the month I might let him have them and he would pay for them. This was in the presence of Booth also. Booth came up and paid the bill, some $31, $32, or $33 and took them away. This Azworth went away on the two horses that evening. That was about the 31st of March. In a few days Azworth came back, and without suspecting or thinking anything, I inquired after Surratt. Well, he seemed professed to be in trouble. He was standing out on the curbstone in front of the stable. Said I, “I want you to tell me what has became of John; where is he, and what is he doing?” He had sent me word that he would not be out for a few days. “Well,” said he, “I can’t tell you. I am not to tell.” “Well,” says I, “is he in trouble?” “Yes” says he, “he is in trouble. He has been to Richmond, and since his return the detectives are after him and he has gone to New York.” And he put his hand in his pocket, “and here is a letter that I have got from him.” He took the letter and turned it down so that he showed me but about three lines, that were unconnected, and “John H. Surratt” was at the bottom of it. Whether he got the letter I don’t know. That was all I could get out of him. Says he, “This is a secret and I cannot tell you any more, but he is in trouble.” The next day Azworth came there on the smaller bay horse and wanted to sell him to Mr. Howard. I was suspicious of him and kept my eye on the thing. Knowing that Surratt had given an order to Booth for the horse, to use, and that he should be on the horse to sell him so soon I did not understand. Mr. Howard questioned him pretty closely, and he remarked to him that he thought there was something wrong, the reason he did not buy. “Yes,” said he, “I do think there is something wrong.” He went off and in a few moments brought the larger horse, the racking horse, back, and he told him the same thing. He went off and we saw him no more or heard no more of him until last Saturday morning save on Thursday afternoon he came to hire a horse, but I would not hire him. Another gentleman came to me on Saturday morning in a state of great excitement, whose name I do not know but I know the man and I know where he has been staying. He also was a college-mate of Surratt’s, and has been boarding and staying with Mrs. Surratt on H Street near the corner of 6th. I would know the man if I saw him. I have seen him for the last three months. He is a rather thickset man with rather a florid complexion. He told me Saturday morning, which was the first time that I knew, that he had a position in the War Department. I do not know what position. He was excited, tremulous, and told me a number of things. He told me that John Surratt was not in this country, in the first place, that I might rest assured of that; that Booth was suspected of the murder of the President; that that house had been searched that morning, and that he had opened the door to let the officers, or whoever they were, into that house; that he was not there, and that consequences unpleasant might arise therefrom. He further asked me if there was any chance for him (it was early in the morning between 5 and 6 o’clock) to get a drink of whiskey. He was nervous & excited. He evidently wanted to impress upon my mind that Surratt had left this country for Europe, and that Booth was suspected of the murder of the President. That was about the substance of his remarks, but he wanted this thing kept quiet; this very fact about Surratt’s being in Europe or on his way to Europe and my knowledge of Booth and of Surratt. He did not want that disclosed. He would not disclose it, & he did not want me to do it; and it was not half an hour before I sat down and wrote the whole thing out & directed it to Col. (or Major) Fry, which I suppose he has got. This conversation occurred about five or six o’clock in the morning. He wanted me to hunted me up because this young man was around there frequently and rode out with Booth often, the one who came to see me last Saturday morning. I was up when he came. It was an accidental meeting, though he came there to see me but did not have to send for me; I was standing out in front of the stable. This last young man that I spoke speak of is of rather a pleasant countenance, a rather thick built, thickset man. I should suppose five feet & a half high, weighing, I should think, about 160 pounds, maybe not so much as that. His hair is dark. He does not wear it long. It is straight. His face is smooth. I do not know what position he holds in the War Department. He told me that he had a position in the War Department last Saturday morning. This was the first that I ever knew that he was in the War Dept. He told me voluntarily. He did not tell me what his duties were in the War Department as a clerk.

I do not think I can tell what sort of hat he wore. He had on a business suit. The suit was dark colored. He was very well dressed, rather neat and tidy in his appearance. I did not notice his hands; whether he was a man that worked hard. He was not a man that worked hard. I have heard him called by a name, and have heard his name. I have heard Surratt and Booth both call his name, and I have tried today to think of it so as to give it in my note to Mr. Fry, but I cannot get hold of it. The first thing he did When Surratt came was to shake hands with me, as he always did when he came to the office, and remarked that this was a dreadful state of affairs; and I notice that he trembled all over. He trembled when I had hold of his hand.1 I told him I thought so. “Well”, says he, “I don’t know what’s to be the consequence of this. It’s said that Booth is charged with this; and Mr. Surratt’s house has been searched. I have not seen him since that day Saturday.” He promised to see me that afternoon, but I have never seen him since. He did not give his name as Thomas or Andrews or Arnold. This picture (referring to one shown him) does not represent either of those men. (holding Booth’s picture) That picture is a little like Booth but not like the picture I saw of him today.

(witness was handed a pipe and asked if he had ever seen that pipe in the possession of any of these men)

There is not a day but a pipe like that comes into our office. I have seen young Herold several times. He used to come there occasionally to Surratt and the other party. He appeared to be quite intimate with them. (Referring to the picture) before spoken of The upper part of the face looks as Herold looks now. I see a resemblance. He is a small man, rather short, very much of a braggadocio, talks pretty largely. I suppose he is a rebel. I have not heard him say anything of importance with this transaction. He has not been to the stable for about ten days. We have a driver at our stable that drives out on the Georgetown and Rockville turnpike; his name is Francis Curran. He went over that road on Saturday. He left the stable about 8 o’clock to drive to Rockville. It is about 16 miles from Washington to Rockville. It ordinarily takes him three hours or three and a half to drive from Washington to Rockville. He gets in between five & six the same day. He has been out today. I have heard him speak about meeting these parties on the road. He told me on Saturday evening, we were speaking of the general calamity that had befallen us. To go back a little he had previously spoken to me several times about this Azworth being at the Pennsylvania House, and asked me two three times what he was doing; what he wanted. He said that Mr. Kimball, who is the proprietor there, had asked him who he was and he did not know. He had seen him up to the stable frequently, and consequently he asked him, and he I told him he ^I^ did not know, that he was loafing about; that was the most I could tell him. Said he, “Mr. Kimball asked me if I did not think he was a detective.” I told him there was no detective in him, he could not be in the Government employ, for he was an errant rebel. Two or three times that thing was alluded to. Saturday evening he told me, “That very fellow ^whom^ I have seen here at the Kimball House, I met on the road about five miles this side of Rockville in a ^two^-horse wagon.” This being Saturday evening and in connection with the other, threw me into suspicion of him. He said it was about two or three o’clock when he met him, he supposed. He tried then to tell me who else was in the wagon with him, and he could not recollect the name. I asked him again about it; I felt an interest in it. I wanted that to put in my document, but he could not think of it. He is a timid man and got a little alarmed and he evaded me a little after that, but I came back to the point in hand and this evening when I was watching for him he came along and I took him aside and talked with him. He said he had found out his name. It is James Gaither. I asked him if it was Jim Gaither, and he thought it was Jim Gaither, who lives near Gaithersburg about 5 miles the other side of Rockville, on the Frederick road.1 I know the very spot. He was not quite positive as to its being Jim. I asked him to describe him. He is a tall man with heavy mustache and whiskers. He is another rebel; known as such throughout the country county. That is Gaither. When he first told me of it he said he believed he could go to the very spot where Azworth was. He would bet he could and there is where he evaded the question a little when I pinned him down to it. He said that to me, Saturday evening, soon after he came home from Rockville. He did not say where that spot was, but I know now where it was because he told me it was at Gaither’s. He could not think, at first, where it was, and this evening he told me that he found out. He told it voluntarily; that it was at Gaither’s. He says that Azworth and Gaither were together when he saw them.

He did not describe the team. It was a two-horse market wagon; he did not describe the animals at all. Gaither was driving; the man that I suppose is Jim Gaither.

The name of the man; the college-mate that used to come there was not Thomas. It was not Baron. He was evidently alarmed and evidently wished to deceive me in relation to Surratt.

I have a cousin in the Commissary General’s office from by the name of James P. Stabler. He is a resident of Washington. He was born in Montgomery County.

Booth’s hair was not long. This drooping man Azworth had long curly hair. I know a Negro boy that Mrs. Surratt took with her when she went down with me after her son; sent the carriage to me; she sent the horses and buggy to take this boy down with her. I think that was about the first of April. The description of the horse in Chas. Ramsell’s affidavits corresponds with Surratt’s horse. I have frequently heard Surratt say that he would not ride that horse. The horse had a way of throwing his head up, and would frequently shy.

Azworth generally kept his hair slick with grease and wore it behind his ears rather turned under at the end.



1 This horse was purchased from George Gardiner during Booth’s stay at Samuel Mudd’s house in December 1864 and was used by Lewis Powell the night he attacked William Seward.

2 The order from John Surratt was entered as exhibit no. 27.

3 Booth and Surratt were not college mates. They met for the first time on December 23, 1864, when Dr. Samuel Mudd introduced Booth to Surratt in Washington.

1 The greatly excited gentleman who visited Stabler on Saturday morning following the assassination was Louis J. Wiechmann.

1 On Saturday morning following the assassination, Atzerodt boarded the Rockville stage in Georgetown driven by Francis Curran and rode it as far as the Union pickets at Tenleytown, Maryland. Here Atzerodt joined farmer William Gaither (not James), riding in his wagon through the picket line to a point just north of Rockville.

(2:773–74, PW, Poore I: 176, 203, Pitman 71)
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Stabler, Brooke

Washington DC May 2nd 1865

Dear Sir,

I am able to inform you this morning of Dr. Wyval’s residence (and to be particular, I must say that I am not sure as to his way of spelling the name as I have never seen his signature, but it must be spelled with a Y or an I).

He lives just below Surrattsville, say two miles; after passing the above named village, say half a mile you turn to the right and after going one and a half miles will reach Dr. Wyvle.

My book shows that on the 2nd of April he left, with his bill unpaid, and returned again about the 13 of same month and left on the 16th, but it was previous to the second that he and Surratt with the others held those conferences of which I made mention yesterday because it was on the 29th of March that Booth (and the last man you caught) paid the livery for 15 days livery of two horses which said Surratt authorized me to do some time previously and from the first of the horses being here, he, Surratt told me to let no one have the horses in his absence but Booth.

As to the black boy; I have not been able as yet to get his name, but will do all in my power to obtain it for you, and anything I can do to further your investigation will be cheerfully given you and should anything turn up before me, I will speedily inform you of the same.

You will find from my letters to Gen. Auger on Saturday after the assassination I informed him of what this last man told me, and that on Sunday I informed him of the course Atzerodt took and named the man who took him and recommended his arrest, which was done, and the man is now in confinement here.

These being the facts, I think I am justly entitled to an equitable share of the reward offered for Atzerodt, not that I did it with a view of reward, for I did it before any was offered, but as I have told a good deal and should I be a witness in the case will substantiate all I have stated and can identify either of the five men engaged in the conspiracy. I do not feel that my life is safe for that course I have taken had been talked about and divulged by the very Captain who first requested me to go to Gen. Auger.

Anyhow, and at any time that I can serve you, you have but to send for

Your friend,

Brooke Stabler

P. S. I would suggest the propriety of arresting this man Wyvle.

Yours, etc. B. S.


	JAMES P. STABLER	(6:146–55)
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This statement does not pertain to any of the conspirators.

Stabler, James P.

Employed in Testifies as follows:

I am employed in Gen. Hoffman’s office as a clerk.1 My home is near Sandy Spring Montgomery County, Maryland, 20 miles from Washington. That is about a mile and a half from Brookville and Washington turnpike, east and to the right of the road about a mile and a half as we go out. I know nothing personally about those men being at Mr. Hopkins, only from hearsay. About 12 o’clock today I saw Mr. Richard S. Kirke, who is the postmaster at Mechanicsville on the 7th Street pike two miles this side of Brookville. He told me that Mr. Jared Hopkins, the gentleman who had lost the horse, had been there an hour before looking for his horse. That was about 11 o’clock or a little before today. The horse was stolen last night. Mr. Kirk is a perfectly reliable man, no doubt about him. When he stated the circumstances to me, and then I had heard before that two men were seen in Hopkins’ barn. There seemed to be some doubt whether it was Friday or Saturday evening. It was positively on Saturday evening afternoon that these men were seen in the barn. And then there was a question raised, I do not know positively anything about it, but Mr. Kirke made these statements to me. I told him I thought someone should certainly report it at headquarters, ^that^ no matter who how indefinite it might be so. So I borrowed a horse and came down to the picket line, and they refused to give any pass. I then said I wanted them to send a guard with me. They sent a guard and sent me to Fort Bunker Hill. I then gave a statement to the Provost Marshal there, a copy of the statement that I made here this afternoon. There was a little girl at Mr. Hopkins, a cousin of Mr. Hopkins, on Friday or Saturday afternoon. I do not know certainly which, went to the barn for some purpose, and while she was there saw two men secreted somewhere in the barn. While She was very much frightened and ran to the house and gave the alarm. They went to the barn but the men were gone. She described one of them as dressed in dark pants and light coat, light complexioned of blue eyes. The other one was dressed in dark clothes, but she said they were well dressed; not common people and Mr. Hopkins said that from the tracks of their boots it was evident that they had fine boots on. That is all they knew of that. Last night a roan horse of his was stolen from the stable, and a bay horse was left there by Dr. Hardy, who lives not far off. I was told that he still had it in possession and intended to bring it to Washington. Last night, of course, after the horse was stolen, some man whose name I did not hear, met someone on this horse, that he recognized it as Mr. Hopkins’ horse. He stopped him in the road. That was near Sandy Spring. He stopped him and asked him what he was doing with Mr. Hopkins’ horse. The man replied to him very quickly and roughly to “dry up and that mighty quick.” He was afraid of the desperado, as he supposed him to be; so he got out of his way and let him go.

The other statement of men coming to Mr. Nicholson’s store may or may not have connection with this because the men were not identified, but two men came to the store of Mr. Nicholson, aroused him up and inquired the way to Unity. That was last night, though at what hour I cannot tell. Owing to some evidence, I do not know what Mr. Hopkins and some friends of his were out looking for their horse, searching up toward Unity, in that neighborhood. Whether the only clue that was had was That was today. I did not hear whether they had whiskers or not; heard no accurate minute description of them.

A man going in the way that I described these men as going would not go by Bunker Hill. That would be four miles, at least, out of his way. I came in by Bunker Hill, because my pass was refused by the outer picket. I was riding a condemned Government horse that I borrowed of a friend of mine; and the guard said that he supposed that my pass was good, but he would send me in that way because I had this horse and saddle. I requested to get to Augur’s headquarters; did not care. I told him, how I came, but I wanted to get there sometime, so he said he would send me, and, of course, I had to go by Bunker Hill as that is the headquarters.

There is no telegraph station near that place. It is a question where that man might be heading for. He might be making for some point between Frederick and Hood’s Mills, or Frederick and Baltimore, ^for^ he was heading in that direction. There are plenty of disloyal people in that county. He may be going to the Northwest through Carroll County. He would go through or in the vicinity of Unity. I should think, to in order to do that, bearing northwest. I am not very familiar with the road in that part of the county. He might, if he would strike the Potomac & cross it, he would be taking making a tour around toward the west. It would be more than 15 miles from Unity, to do that. From Brookville it would be more, I guess, 17 miles to the nearest point. The point where he was last seen was about 12 miles from the Washington branch of the railroad, from Laurel Station between Washington and Baltimore. It is farther than that from the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. It is 17 miles from Sandy Hill Spring to Hood’s Mills; so it was nearer. What would seem to be the most probable direction would be that these questions in regard to Unity would be to throw the pursuing parties off the scent, and it seems to me the best chance to escape to drive toward the other direction and go down to the lower counties of Maryland.



1 Hoffman was in charge of the Office of Commissary General of Prisoners.

(6:230–32)
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Pro. Mar Office 2nd Brigade

Hardin’s Div. 22nd AC

Fort Bunker Hill

April 17th 1865

Respectfully forwarded

Geo. P. Richardson

3rd Mass. Hvy. Arty.

Lieut. and Pro. Mar.

2nd Brig. Hardin’s Div.

James P. Stabler who lives in Montgomery County two miles this side of Brookville near Sandy Spring makes the following statement:1

That on Saturday afternoon at the house of Mr. Hopkins on the Baltimore road about two miles from Snell’s Bridge two men were found secreted in the barn, one was dressed in light pants and dark coat, light complexion, the other dark complexion and dressed in dark clothes. They were both dressed well and from the tracks evidently wore fine boots. When the alarm was given by a little girl who saw them; they made their escape. On Sunday night a small roan horse with white mane and tail “a fast pacing horse” was stolen from Mr. Hopkins stable and a bay horse was left nearby and is now in the possession of Doctor Hardy who bears the reputation of being a secessionist. The same evening, a man was met riding the roan horse which was recognized and asked him what he was doing with Mr. Hopkins horse. The reply of the man was to dry up and that mighty quick, and he, fearing a desperate character retired and let him go his way. The same night two men stopped at Mr. Nicholson’s store about two miles from Brookville near Mr. Henry Stabler’s residence, aroused the proprietor and inquired the way to Unity and Clarksville.

James P. Stabler

Clerk, Office Comd’g. Gen.

Of Prisoners

Washington DC



1 A case of mistaken identity. The area described in Stabler’s statement is approximately ten miles northwest of Washington, directly opposite the direction Booth and Herold took.

(3:1080–83)
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James P. Stabler Comm. Gen. of Prisoners

Washington DC

May 2nd, 1865

Hon. E. M. Stanton

Secretary of War

Sir,

I have the honor to state that on Monday the 17th of April, while at Sandy Spring, Montgomery Co. Md. 20 miles North of Washington, I became aware of the fact that on Saturday afternoon (the 15th) two very suspicious persons had been discovered secreted in a barn in the vicinity, & that on Sunday night a fine riding horse was stolen from the barn by a man answering the description of one of those seen there the day before; The horse was tracked for some miles in the direction of Middlebrook Md. After making several doubles to bewilder pursuers.

On learning these facts, I immediately reported at Gen. Augur’s Head Quarters, making a written statement which was sent to the various military posts in the state and was employed by Col. Wells as a guide to a company of Cavalry sent out that night (Monday) in pursuit.

We were unsuccessful however, abandoning the search just when in my opinion we had reached the proper point to fairly commence (which opinion was I think was proved to be correct by the subsequent capture of Atzerodt in the locality to which I had unavailingly urged the Capt. to turn his steps).

On the morning of the 21st, after our return to the city, I again went to Headquarters to try to induce the authorities to send out another party, being convinced that some of the guilty parties were secreted in the Northern part of Montgomery Co.

My mind was much relieved however by one of the officers who told me of Atzerodt’s capture near Middlebrook, Md. & who told me further that my name would be reported to the Secretary of War as one entitled to “a liberal reward” as the information I had given caused the picketing of the roads by means of which the capture was made.

I will only state further that were I free from pecuniary embarrassments it would be my greatest gratification to decline any reward, no matter how clear my title to it, but having a Mother & sister to support, I feel that in justice to them & myself, I ought not to refuse what was so freely offered, if my claim is just.1

Very respectfully

Your Most Obedient Servant,

James P. Stabler

Office Comy. Gen. of Prisoners

Hon. E. M. Stanton



1 Stabler did not receive reward money.


	EDWIN M. STANTON	(2:175–76)
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Letterhead: War Department Washington City

April 26th 1865

James W. Purdem Clarksburg District Montgomery Co. Maryland is appointed an authorized detective in the service of this Department until further orders. All officers and soldiers in the United States will afford him assistance and protection.

Signed Edwin M. Stanton

Sec. of War

A true copy

H. L Burnett

Bvt. Col. And Judge Advocate

(2:48–49)

“S” 27 (JAO) 1865

Memorandum: Instructions of the Sec. of War to Col. Burnett

War Department

Washington City

Collate the evidence in respect to:

1st Of the horses rode by Booth & Payne.

2nd Of the crossing the bridge from Washington.

3rd Have Dr. Mudd who is reported to have set the leg of Booth brought here immediately to get his statement & also all his household and keep them confined.

4th Any other facts bearing upon Booth’s escape.

(2:222–26)
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Evidence relative to the arrest of Atzerodt & the claimants for the reward

Endorsement: James W. Purdem,1 Clarksburg Dist. Montgomery Co.

Maryland, claimant of reward for arrest of Atzerodt.

Referred to Major Burnett to take his statement to be filed to abide decision and in the meantime $100 to be paid

Edwin M. Stanton

Secretary of War

Letterhead: War Department, Washington City

[Editor’s note: The following was in E. M. Stanton’s handwriting.]

Somerset Lemon and his brother2 were dining at Hezekiah Metz’ with Atzerodt. As they sat down to dinner Metz remarked, “This is a sad bereavement that we have lost our President”. Atzerodt rose from the table, put his hands in his pocket & walked across the floor and said, “Yes, and if the other men had done his duty and followed Grant, we would have got Grant too”. This was on Sunday after the murder. Atzerodt did not go back to the table to eat another mouthful. He staid on Saturday night at the house of a man named Robert Kennel at Clapper’s Mill.3

Kennel said to Sergeant Lindsey4 on Monday night “Damn it I am not the man who killed Lincoln.”



1 Purdom received $2,878.78 in reward money for his role in the capture of Atzerodt.

2 James and Somerset Leamon testified for the defense in regard to Atzerodt’s statement (Somerset Leamon, DW, Atzerodt, Poore II:504, Pitman 152; James Leamon, DW, Atzerodt, Poore II:504, Pitman 152).

3 Robert Kinder, manager of Clopper’s Mill located in Montgomery County, Maryland, just north of Gaithersburg.

4 Sergeant George G. Lindsley, 1st Delaware Cavalry.

(2:640)
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(copy)

Washington DC April 27th 1865

Major Gen. Lew Wallace

Baltimore Md.

Make immediate report of the facts in relation to a man named Thomas who is reported to have committed suicide in Balt.5 Within the last two or three days past. Explanation is wanted from the Provost Marshal why there was no report made to this Dept. of the case. Let his remains be disinterred if possible embalmed & preserved for recognition. Prompt action and report is desired. Thomas boarded at the same house that a man named Payne boarded at Cor. of Fayette and Eutaw Street. Let the house be searched and the inmates held for examination.1

Edwin M. Stanton

Sec. of War



5 Joseph Thomas, a boarder at the Branson House at the same time Powell was a boarder, committed suicide on April 24, arousing Stanton’s suspicions of a connection between the two men.

1 Lewis Powell stayed at the Branson boardinghouse located at 16 North Eutaw Street in Baltimore in the summer of 1863.

(3:27–29)
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Stanton, Edwin M.

Letterhead: War Department, Washington City, April 18th 1865

To Provost Marshal McPhail,

Or any other officer having charge of the body of Arnold, arrested at Fortress Monroe.2

Deliver the body of Arnold to the bearer of this order, to be brought immediately to Washington.

Edwin M. Stanton

Secretary of War



2 Arnold was arrested by detectives Voltaire Randall and Eaton Horner of Maryland provost marshal James L. McPhail’s staff.


	HERBERT T. STAPLES	(6:156–59)
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Statement of Private Herbert T. Staples, Co. D, 3rd Reg’t, Mass. Hvy. Artillery

On Saturday morning, April 15th 1865, I was coming out of town with Private Ramsell. Just as you rise the hill to Glenwood Cemetery, we met the mail carrier and stopped to tell him the news. Just then a man rode up. He was about 5 feet 5 inches in height as near as I can judge; weighed about 145 pounds. His hair was long and dark, appeared glossy, a good head of hair, secured behind his ears in southern style. He had no beard but seemed not to have shaved for a couple of days; his face was pale and careworn; thin countenance; thin lips, eyes dark, medium sized. He had on hat, dark & soft. He had on a grayish English overcoat buttoned up. Should think it would come about to his knees. I was split up behind and the tail separated.

(Witness shown Booth’s portrait and remarks “take off the mustache, put on that man’s hat & coat and this man would look exactly like him”.) I should think the man was about 35 years of age, but he looked careworn. There was nothing in his accent like a Southerner, but there was in his appearance. He spoke like a well-educated man. The man was followed by a Negro boy riding a dark horse, small. The man’s horse was a dark bay, switch tail, medium sized.

When the man rode up he said “What’s the news?” which we thought strange as he appeared to have just come from town. When Ramsell told him ^about Sec’y Seward^ he slapped his hand on his leg and exclaimed “Is that so?” As he did this, his horse shied. When told about the President, he didn’t make any particular remark, but appeared to be particularly surprised about Secretary Seward; his face turned both red and pale. He then asked if there was a picket on the road. He said, “Can I get outside of the lines? Is there anything to hinder me?” He asked the paperboy what was the first fork on the road? He then said “I am going to work for a man about a mile from there.” In answer to a question he said he didn’t [unintelligible] of the man’s house [sic] was, but would know it as soon as he came to it. They told him there was a picket that would stop him and he said, “I will venture it”. He turned his horse part around before saying this as if he was going to turn back, then he stopped and seemed to ponder and then made that remark. This made us suspicious. We watched him to the forks of the road at Middleton’s Gate. A man was standing there, dismounted, holding a dark horse by the bridle. The man and horse faced the road like a picket. We expected to see the stranger stopped. He kept to the right of the road in the path at the edge of the woods. His Negro boy lagged behind 5 or 10 rods and rode in the middle of the road. We saw them both pass this dismounted man and kept on towards Soldiers Home. The whole front of his coat was soiled. The Negro boy was twelve or fifteen years old, dark skin, had dark clothes on.

Herbert T. Staples
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Note Addressed J. W. Booth, National Hotel

My darling Boy

Please call this evening or as soon as you receive this note & I’ll not detain you five minutes—for god’s sake come.

Yours Truly

E. S.1

If you will not come send a note the [unintelligible word] etc.

Washington Feb 7th 1865



1 On December 12, 1864, Booth brought Ms. Starr to Washington and put her up in her sister’s bordello located at 62 Ohio Avenue.
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Van Starr, John

Detroit, Michigan

May 6, 1865

Hon. E. M. Stanton

Sec of War

Sir,

I have in my possession certain papers and documents officially certified to by the most prominent persons in power in Union County, State of Kentucky, dated May 10th AD 1860, in relation to George B. Payne and Hezekiah Payne (the attempted assassin of the Secretary of the U. S.)1 who were arrested by the undersigned in this city on or about the 25th day of April AD 1860 on suspicion of robbery, but were acquitted by the police justice of this city on the charges preferred against them.

Since the assassination of our late lamented President, there are good grounds to believe that said Payne’s were at that time, which was previous to the breakout of the rebellion emissaries from there for the purpose of carrying out there nefarious plans. They having then been off and on from Canada to Detroit. Their character for respectability and good standing were then vouched for by men in power then in Washington. If those papers which I hold can subserve to ferret out the arch conspirators in the plot so early matured, and so persistently carried on can be of any benefit in further developing their schemes, I shall be honored to be the medium in assisting in its discovery.

I have the honor to be sir,

Very Respectfully

Your obt Servant

John Van Starr

Deputy Sheriff

Detroit, Wayne County, Michigan

P. S. Please address any communication for me to the care of Charles Dickey Esq. United States Marshal, Detroit.



1 A case of mistaken identity. Neither George nor Hezekiah Payne were involved in the attack on Seward by Lewis Powell, alias Payne.
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Nellie Starr

Washington

April 15, 1865

Officer W. M. Kelly will see that the parties contained in Judge A. B. Olin’s request are arrested.

A. C. Richards

Supt.

Preliminary examination

My name is Nellie Starr, my native place is Baltimore, State of Maryland. I have been in Washington City, DC since a week before Christmas. I am about nineteen or twenty years of age. I am not married. I have known John Wilkes Booth about three years. He was in the habit of visiting the house where I live, kept by Miss Eliza Thomas, No. 62 Ohio Avenue, City of Washington. The house is one of prostitution. I have never heard him speak unfavorable of the President. I heard him speak of the President as being a good man just as other people did. I do not distinctly recollect how he was dressed when I last saw him. Think he had on dark clothes, I think he wore a slouch hat. I do not think it is the one shown me by the District Attorney. I know nothing more about the case. I know not with whom he associated with, as I have not been on good terms with him for over a year. The last time I seen Mr. Booth was two weeks ago at the said house.

Nellie Starr

Sworn and subscribed before me this 15th day of April AD 1865

N. Helviller

Justice of the Peace.

Washington

Ella Starr Fannie Harrison
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Adams Express Receipt form

Letterhead Adams Express Company, Great Eastern, Western and Southern

Express Forwarders, Annapolis, Md. Apl 13th 1865, etc.

Received of one trunk one box value—marked John Taylor Starr, Baltimore Md.

For the company, Lee
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Stebbins, A. Q.

Statement of A. Q. Stebbins, 331 F Street, Washington, DC

On Friday evening, April 15th 1865, I left the Treasury Dept. at about 9.15 P.M. to go home. I was in company with T. H. S. Todd of cor. C & 4 ½ Sts., and Baker (whose residence I do not know). Both of these men are clerks with myself in the Loan Branch Dept of the Treasury. We reached Ford’s Theater at about ten minutes before 10 o’clock & saw the President’s carriage standing in front of the door. We passed up to F Street & turned down F, nearly to the Post Office. A little below 331 F St. I saw a horse standing in the street, hitched apparently to a post. A man was on the sidewalk. It was opposite a sort of alley entrance, which leads to the rear of Ford’s Theater.

It struck me as rather odd for a horse to be there at that time of night, but I supposed it might belong to some officer who had gone into the restaurant there to get something, and ^who^ had got some man to watch his horse. I knew nothing of the murder until the next morning.

A. Q. Stebbins
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25th April ’65

Steele, James

James Steel, reside in Georgetown, Keep a restaurant at Navy Yard corner J & L Sts. Have kept it for about three years. Knew David E. Herold, his mother lives the second door from me. On the day of the murder saw Herold as he came home. There was a buggy. There was a gentleman with Herold. They both came into my store. Herold said he was going that night to go to New York to go into a drugstore. He and the other man had something to eat at my place. I never saw him after that. The other one was about 23 years old; he was a young man. He had a thin face, high cheekbones. Had gray clothes on. He was rather tall, I did not notice the man very particularly.

Think that the prisoner is thinner than that man. He had no whiskers.

(unwilling witness)

Affidavit of James Steel, residing corner of 8th and L. Navy Yard:

I know David C. Herold, his mother resides two doors from me. He was at my house between three and four o’clock on the day of the Presidents murder. He was in company with two others, one of whom had on a grey suit of clothes. One staid in the buggy outside, the other was about 23 years old, had very pale complexion, thin face. Herold told me that he was going to NY the next day where he had a situation in a drugstore. He was a wild young man, had very little to do. Kept a horse & rode a great deal.

his

James X Steel

Mark

Witness: Franklin Miller
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Letterhead: Headquarters, Middle Department, 8th Army Corps, Baltimore,

April 27th, 1865

Lieut. Col. Samuel. B. Lawrence

Asst. Adj. General

Colonel,

Feeling it to be my duty to give any information that might expose some of the accomplices in the assassination plot who are still at large, I have the honor to make the following statement.

This morning, at [unintelligible word] Mr. Armstrong, my uncle informed me that it was rumored that some of the inmates of Mrs. Branson’s boarding house, on the SW corner of Fayette & Eutaw Streets, were in confidence with the assassins of our late President, and for further information referred me to the Messrs. Shriver who board at Mrs. Branson’s; Mr. Henry Shriver is one of my most intimate friends and of unimpeachable loyalty. I immediately went to his office and made inquiry concerning the matter.

Mr. Shriver made in substance the following statement, which I noted down, and which I most respectfully submit for your information.

Payne, one of the assassins of the President now in custody, was formerly a resident at Mrs. Branson’s boarding house, SW Corner of Fayette & Eutaw Streets. Joseph Thomas was also a boarder with Mrs. Branson at the same time. Payne reported himself at the house as a refugee from Virginia. One day Payne took offense at some act of a colored woman servant in the house and knocked her down, whereupon she immediately reported his conduct to the Provost Marshal. Upon taking the oath, Payne was permitted to go North.

After Payne’s departure for the North, (March 1865) Joseph Thomas, still remained at Mrs. Branson’s. A few days since upon hearing of the arrest of Payne he, with his wife, removed from Mrs. Branson’s to the Howard House.

Mr. Ward, of the firm of Gould & Ward, one of the boarders of Mrs. Branson, upon meeting Thomas after his removal, told him that he thought him a great fellow to go off without bidding the folks goodbye, or words to that effect, whereupon Thomas replied that he was fearful they would have trouble at Mrs. Branson’s house.

Thomas had contemplated leaving Mrs. B’s three months ago and was waiting for a certain room in the Howard House to be vacated which he wished to occupy.

Thomas committed suicide Monday afternoon, 24th inst.

I have the honor to be

Very Respectfully

Your obedient servant

James G. Stevens


	CHARLES C. STEWART	(2:140–41)
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Charles C. Stewart (colored)

April 25th 1865

Charles Stewart (colored) under oath, states that he lives at the corner of 5th and Q Street, Washington, and drives a horse & cart. A colored woman living next door to him, named Martha Lipscom told him that Mrs. Emory, for whom she is servant, had said that there was a party of men who were to take the President and his cabinet out of the way; and that instead of rejoicing over the taking of Richmond the country should be in tears, or words to that effect.


	JOHN [JOSEPH] B. STEWART1	(4:58–63, PW, Poore II:70, Pitman 79)
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United States vs. J. Wilkes Booth

Examination of John B. Stewart

April 15, 1865

Examination before Justice Olin

My name is John B. Stewart. I was at Ford’s theater last night, April 14, in company with three ladies. I occupied the four front seats in the orchestra at the foot of the right hand aisle. The seats leading to the left hand of the aisle in front of the music; at about half past ten o’clock as the curtain lowered, I turned my head to the left to address some remark to my sister; at that instant, I heard the report of a pistol. I turned a little towards the back part of the theater, towards the door for a moment and then on stage and then instantly at the box occupied by the President. That being the second tier on the right over the stage; I, at that moment, perceived a man drop from the box onto the stage exclaiming as he did so “Sic Semper Tyrannus”. Rising to his feet, he ran along the drop curtain, and when near two-thirds of the way over he exclaimed “the South is avenged” or some such expression. I noticed as he rose to his feet he had a broad bladed dagger or Bowie knife in his right hand. The impression struck me at once that he had assailed or assassinated the president. I rose instantly and attempted to reach the stage over the orchestra with the intention of seizing the person. Finding I could not reach the stage I turned to the right to make a second step along the line of the banister as it comes onto the step and lit on the stage at the second step. Keeping my eye fixed on the man until he disappeared through the lead way to the left of the drop curtain. I exclaimed to those supposed to be in behind the scene “stop that man!” at the same time running rapidly through the lead way through which he had passed. Knowing nothing of the passages I simply followed into the space through which I suppose he had passed, repeating the exclamation “stop that man.” Arriving at the point where the passage led to the right and rear my progress was arrested by the number of persons who had rapidly accumulated in the passage. I had gone about two or four ft. when I heard a door slam in the rear. I called to the person in the passage “stop that man” when someone remarked he is getting on a horse. I ran through to the door, which I opened as quickly as possible and went out into the alleyway in the rear. While doing this, I distinctly heard the tramping of the feet of a horse and perceived as soon as I got through the door a man mounted on a horse. The horse seemed going in a sort of semi-circle from one from the right to the left as might be the case in prematurely spurring a horse in mounting him. I ran rapidly down to the buildings on my left in a line that would have enabled me to have reached the man quickest if his horse had continued in that direction, when the rider so much controlled him as to turn him somewhat to the right again. I then turned quickly across the alleyway so as to catch this man if he continued in that direction. But unfortunately he got him straight again and the horse made two lunges as if under heavy spur and went off at a rapid pace. I continued after him until he disappeared in the dark. My impression is that he went out the alleyway into F Street. When I passed out the door. I brushed against someone who was either standing or attempting to get into the door. I thought and believe I heard at the same time the foot tramp of someone running hastily away on foot. Finding my pursuit was in vain, I turned back towards the rear of the theater at which time I heard windows opening overhead in the tenements on the north side of the theater and a door open. I asked the persons if they saw a horse and rider, how long the horse had been there and whether there was more than one person run in the alleyway. They replied that they had seen no one and only heard the horses feet stamping and running. I then went back into the theater meeting some person coming out as I went in who went off in the direction the horse had gone. I believe these persons were in the police corps. As to the identity of the person who jumped from the President’s box onto the stage I saw him full in the face as he rose to his feet and again as he disappeared through the lead way to the left. I noticed also his side face when looking forward in his exit and [illegible] noticed his stature and build. He was dressed in black clothes. His coat was either a dress coat or the tail was turned in. He had on no hat. His pant was black or very dark, a bushy dark or black mustache, a pale or fair complexion; a white forehead, rather classical features. I believe that person was John Wilkes Booth. I have seen John Wilkes Booth on the stage and passing round. My impression was so strong as to cause me to believe when I crossed the stage that I was pursuing that person.

J. B. Stewart

Subscribed and sworn before me this 15th day of April, 1865

J. B. Olin



1 A lawyer and major in the Union Army, Stewart chased after Booth into Baptist Alley behind the theater, coming closest of anyone to apprehending Booth as he fled.
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Evidence

Stewart, Jos. B.

Joseph B. Stewart, Attorney at law, resides at 349 K St. office 411 Pa. Av., duly sworn states:

Sometime in the middle of this past winter one year ago, I came home from the West and my partner the late H. L. Stevens called my attention to an important business matter, brought to the office by a person named Payne. His statement was that a very large amount of money was confiscated in Louisville, found in the personal possession of some Frenchman belonged to the Messrs. Payne. The sum was considerably over one hundred thousand dollars in gold. The Payne’s claimed it at that time. They then resided or hailed from Windsor Canada West; but stated they had lived in the Southwest. They said they would call again and did so but I was not then present. The third time they called I was. I found an old man and his son named Payne from Kentucky. They recited pretty much the same narrative covering how this money was taken and pretended they had rights to it. I interrogated them pretty closely and found they were connected with a family of stock traders I had heard of. I asked them many questions and became satisfied they evaded answers to some of them. I questioned them as to how they got so large an amount of money; how it could be placed beyond their control so that this Frenchman could get control of it. My impressions were unfavorable to the men. I asked them to step into my back office, and took a stronger ground and commenced asking them if they knew this or that person in the state. Some they knew, some they had heard of, some they did not know. I asked them how they owned that money. My questions being put to satisfy myself whether they were not at fault in their character, and why they had gone to Canada. The whole convinced me that the two persons had something wrong about them. They evaded and when I pressed cross-questions, I saw that they became disagreeable. They left the office saying they were going to South America, but would call again. I told Stevens that my impressions were unfavorable, and that they were good men to have nothing to do with in a business point of view.

Some two or three weeks later, I happened to be in company with Garrett Davis, when I met one Colonel Mac Henry and he asked me if I had seen those persons. I told him I had and asked him pretty closely what he knew about them; and he stated that which simply confirmed the unfavorable opinion I had formed of them. I then said to my partner if those men returned to return to them any papers he had of theirs. Well they disappeared. In the latter part of November, the son came to this city and to me, to make inquiries as to whether anything had been done with their matter. I told him no, that I had made no effort to look into it, and that if my partner who had since died, had done anything he had not reported to me and that my impression was so unfavorable. He offered some statement; but admitted that the position was one which might give cause to distrust, and then spoke of being in Canada. I recollect they both had called on the Secretary of War and offered to make known to him certain machinations going on in certain parts of Canada, when here before. He now alluded again to the fact that such things were going on, and said that there was a combination carried on in Montreal for the purpose of bulling the gold market, and that capital was invested through parties in New York for that purpose. I told him that as he had given me that statement, I would make such use of it as I pleased and report it to the Secretary of the Treasury. He stated that was his object and that if the Secretary would place him in a proper position, and he would be able to know when there was a large accumulation of capital for that purpose, and he would point out where it could be seized. Furthermore, he stated he regretted that he was not in a position to seize and hold them.

He said there was truth in the intimation of burning cities in the North and was satisfied it would be done in certain ways and spoke of the vials to be resorted to. When I had heard both statements, I said I would speak to the Secretaries of War and the Treasury. I went to the Treasury and spoke to Mr. Fessendon and went from him to Jordan and he wrote a letter for Mr. Payne to any U.S. Attorney to take notice of any information he might lodge and specially a letter to an attorney in New York. I tried also to see the Secretary of War, but failed.

He called again next day and it was the day after that the attempt was made to burn in New York. George B. Payne was here at the time of the burning. He made this one obligation, that while he would do all that he said he desired that no step should be taken that would expose him to the resentment of these persons, who would kill him as quick as they would kill a snake.

Mr. Webster last night showed me a photograph which greatly resembles Geo. B. Payne.

J. B. Stewart


	RICHARD H. STEWART [STUART]1	(6:205–11)
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Statement of R. H. Stewart

May 6, 1865

Richard H. Stewart, being first duly sworn says:

I reside in King George County, Va. I have resided there all my life. On Sunday, April 23rd, I had been at tea with my family & had just concluded when someone was announced at the door. I went to the door and found two men brought up by Mr. Bryant & a Mr. Chrisman came with them. They were on horseback. I think the smallest one was on the ground when I saw them. It was after dark. I asked, “Who are you?” Said he, “We are Marylanders in want of accommodations for the night.” I said, “it is impossible, I have no accommodations for anybody.” He then said that his brother had broken his leg, & had been recommended to come to me to do something for his leg & to aid them in their journey. I told them I was no surgeon; I was only a physician. I think he said that Dr. Mudd had recommended him to me.2 I do not know Dr. Mudd. I have heard of Mudd’s in Md. but do not know them. I said that nobody was authorized to recommend anybody to me. Then he remarked that they were very weary & hungry & wished I would accommodate them if possible. I told him no, I could not, but I could give them something to eat. The man with the broken leg said very little; he did not say who he was; they kept urging me so that at last I said, “I don’t want to know anything about you.” I did not wish them there because my family was large, my house was full & I did not like their appearance. He pressed me saying, “if you will listen to the circumstances of the case, you will be able to do it.” I told him it was impossible, I had no room. I did not like the manner in which they urged the thing on me. I asked them who they were & where they were going. They said “We are Marylanders & want to go to Mosby.” I said, “Mosby has surrendered, I understand you will have to get your paroles.” They inquired who could send them up to Fredericksburg. I said I could not possibly do it. I was asked if I knew who could do it. I told them I had a neighbor near there, a colored man, who sometimes hired his wagons & probably he would do it if he was not very busy & it would be no harm to try. The large man was on horseback, the other on the ground, & I was standing not far from the door. I agreed to give them something to eat & they walked into the house to get it. I then went out to Mr. Bryant who brought them there & asked him if he knew anything about these men. He said no, they had come to him out of the marsh & asked him if he could send them to my house. I said “It is very strange; I know nothing about the men; I cannot accommodate them; You will have to take them somewhere else.” He did not tell me their names; he did not know them. He gave no names. I think he said he had only seen them that afternoon. It was about 8 o’clock, I think; supper was just over when they came. I came in & went out again for Bryant & had to run up the road 200 or 300 yards before I overtook Bryant & told him “you must take these men away. I can’t accommodate them.” Bryant came back. On returning I went into the house and the men had finished their meal, & I remarked “the old man is waiting for you, he is anxious to be off; it is cold; he is not well & wants to get home.” They got up immediately & went out. They were in my house not more than a quarter of an hour.

My family in the house consisted of myself & wife, 3 daughters, all grown, two married; my son in law, S. T. Stewart; he only saw them while they were at supper. It was after they got out that they were so importunate that I should try to accommodate them. I was suspicious of them. I did not know but they might be some of the characters who had been connected with the vile act of assassination here in Washington, which I had heard of a few days before; the previous Tuesday; this was on Sunday. I was suspicious of the urgency of the lame man (Booth). He desired to tell something I did not care to hear. I did not really believe he had a broken leg; I thought it was all put on, although he was on two crutches. He said he had taken a fall & broken his leg; he said Dr. Mudd had set it. The small man (Herold) had a short carbine, & he had on a satchel. I did not see any arms on [Booth]; he had a large shawl around him. They were mounted on Bryant’s horses; one was a sorrel and the other was a gray, Bryant took them off.

I did not ask Lucas anything about them; whether they went there or not, in fact I have not seen him since till I have seen him here.1 I have not seen Bryant since. Next Monday evening (April 24) Lucas brought a note over to my house signed “Stranger” with $2 ½ rolled up in it and gave it to my wife. I was not at home. He told her that the man who wrote the note had given him the note to deliver to me. It was sealed. It was a leaf of a memorandum book rolled around & the money rolled up in it. I gave it to Col. Baker retaining a copy (Copy produced).2

That night (April 23) nobody stopped at my house but those who were staying there; my wife, daughters, son-in-law and Major Hunter of the Army, who was paroled. He came there 2 or 3 days before with a parole & a pass from Gen. Patrick to go through King George & take transportation by way of Baltimore to his home in Martinsburg; he was at my house from the Wednesday before to the Tuesday after these men came; he left before the officers came there, which was last Monday (May 1). I heard of the shooting of Booth & capture of Herold either Friday or Saturday (April 29th or 30th). I think it was Saturday (April 30th).

These men had no letters of introduction to me; they showed me no letters; did not tell me they had letters; did not tell me who had sent them to me; but I think they said Dr. Mudd had recommended them to me. I don’t know Dr. Mudd; never saw him. I don’t know that I had ever heard of Dr. Mudd before, but had heard of Mudd’s in Maryland.

I don’t know that I should know Sam Coxe. I saw him once in Va. the first year of the war. I think they called him Captain Coxe. He had been captain of a company and left Md. for fear of arrest, as I understood & went to Fredericksburg. It was on his return to Md. that he with several other gentlemen called at my house in a carriage, & they were introduced to me.

I am certain that Coxe’s name was not mentioned by these men (Booth & Herold). I am as certain of that as of all I have stated.



1 Stuart owned a large Georgian mansion overlooking the Potomac River that rivaled Washington’s Mount Vernon. In the summertime, Stuart and his family retreated ten miles inland to a more modest home called Cleydael. Booth and Herold arrived at Cleydael on the evening of April 23.

2 His telling remark that Herold had said Stuart was recommended by Dr. Mudd belies Mudd’s claim that he did not know who Booth and Herold were and that they left his house headed for Washington.

1 Stuart sent Booth and Herold to the cabin of a free black, William Lucas, who lived a short distance from Stuart’s house. Booth and Herold spent the night of Sunday, April 23, in Lucas’s cabin.

2 The note that Stuart refers to was meant as an insult by Booth for refusing to let Booth and Herold spend the night. Booth was angered by Stuart’s manner, which Booth thought was not that of a Southern gentleman. In the note Booth quoted Macbeth: “The sauce in meat is ceremony, meeting were bare without it.” He added $2.50 to the note and sent it with Lucas to Stuart. The note, in the hands of federal authorities, helped Stuart’s cause by supporting his claim that he refused the two men shelter and sent them away.


	WILLIAM STEWART	(2:439–40)
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William Stewart

Letterhead: Attorney General’s Office

Washington April 28 1865

Received of Bvt. Col., and Judge Advocate Burnett the following papers from his messenger;

Papers of H. H. Emons transmitting the statement of G. J. Hyams.1

Also a communication from Eli Stifer addressed to Sec. Stanton.

And also the papers in the Landsbury case.

Wm. Stewart

Chief Clk.



1 Emmons was a U.S. district attorney in Detroit. Hyams was a Confederate agent involved in Dr. Luke Blackburn’s schemes and agreed to tell all he knew in exchange for immunity.


	EDWARD STINSON	(2:596–99)
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Stinson, Edward

Thorold, May 1st/65

Dear Sir,2

I write those few lines to you, for to express my sympathy for you, in the loss you have so recently sustained. I refer to the loss of your brother, and not only his loss, but the refusal for to give up his body to you. I consider this as real harde for if he done wrong whilst liveing, I think it is carying the matter alltogether to far, for to not forgive him whiles when dead, as I see they do not or they would not hold in their possession that poor tenement of clay that but last week held all that was immortal of J. Wilkes Booth. And I cannot imagine for a moment why they retain his remains from his poor bereaved Mother. For his loveing Mother she is in spite of all his deeds even though they the ^were^ bad he was her son, and let him do what he what would she had a mother’s fond affection for him still, and his love for that mother must have been great for even just as he was about for to leave this earth and close his eyes in death his last thoughts were of that mother and his last message to her.1 How great therefore must have been his love for that fond mother even though he did not express them ^it^ through life. How few men in even less trying circumstances would have given one thought to aught else save themselves. I can tell you Dear Sir, that the last moments of your brothers life has filled me with a respect and love for his memory that I thought I would never feel for any one a stranger to me. You may feel offended with me for writing this to you, or for me a perfect stranger to you for to make so free as for to write at all but I hope you will not, for I could not help unburdening my mind to someone that I knew loved Booth and felt for him as I do. For believe me ever since I heard of him being chased for his life from one place to another my whole thoughts and love went out for him as they never did for man before. And I am glad for to have it to say today that I am a Canadian, and not a citizen in a country where they punish a dead body for a crime that body done while liveing. I feel for you and your relations but most particularly for your mother for a person can think not express, how she must feel. For to see how they are honoring and exhibiting the remains of the President while she is not even allowed the melancholy pleasure of owning the corpse of her own son or even allowed for to gaze upon it. They should be afraid for tamper so with God, for he will surely hold them responsible for his body. As he has already judged the soul belonging to that body. It will allways be a cry against the States in my opinion, if they do not deliver up the body to his mother as she is the one, the only one I think, entitled to it.2 I cannot learn the particulars as I would wish to hear them from a true source, and would it be asking to much of you Mr. Booth for to write a few words to me and let me know if you were even allowed for to see your brother, would to God this day I could do anything for you to help you and how willing it would be done. I will not ask you for to write to me until your trouble is over I some. I only ask you to remember me and write then. I hope you will allow me the privilege of calling myself your friend. I would ask no higher honor. I remain Yours expectantly

Edward Stinson

Thorold

Welland County,

C. W.

Please remember and write to me. Direct to Edward Stinson, Thorold, Welland County, C. W.



2 This letter is obviously written to Edwin Booth.

1 Among Booth’s final words was this statement: “Tell mother I die for my country.”

2 John Wilkes Booth’s body was released to Edwin Booth in February 1869 and reburied in the family plot in Greenmount Cemetery in Baltimore.


	WILLIAM STONE	(2:505–11)
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Office AAPM Gen.

Philadelphia May 16th 1865

Capt. Edwin Palmer

Pro. Mar. 2nd Dist. Pa.

Captain

I am directed by the A.A. Pro. Ma. General to request that you will make inquiries in reference to one Gottlieb Scheerer, with a view to ascertaining if there is any evidence tending to show that he had at any time any knowledge of the plot to assassinate the late President of the U. S.

He is reported by one Charles Hamilton, No 236 No. 12 St. to have made use of the following words some three or four months since and after the last presidential election. “Lincoln will not live six months”.

Please report the result of your inquiries.

I am Captain,

Very Resp.

Yr. obt Servt.

William Stone

Capt. 2nd AC


	DAVID R. STOUFFER	(2:973–75)
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Stouffer

Dismounted Camp near City Pt. Va. April 15th, 65

Mr. Andrew Johnson,

It would be well for you to take warning from the end of your predecessor and not follow in his footsteps or a like fate may be your own.

Yours etc.

David R. Stouffer


	A. B. STOUGHTON	(3:312–13)
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A. B. Stoughton

Washington June 1st 1865

Dear Colonel

A friend of mine in Phila., sends me the enclosed papers with the subjoined history of them.

“The man who serves me with milk and lives near the city (Phila) found in a graveyard near his house, a valise in which was some thousands of Rebel notes and cotton bonds and a photograph of Booth and this morning he brought me the accompanying papers, which seem to place the man on our side, even as a scout, but these are sometimes blinds. I therefore state these facts and send the papers as we don’t know how trivial a matter sometimes leads to valuable points among the legal fraternity. I will see if there are more papers and if need be send. I enclose the papers to you, for your perusal, and will furnish you the name and address of the sender, if you deem the matter worthy of investigation”

Very

Resp

A. B. Stoughton

424 13th St.


	SAMUEL KENNEDY JENNINGS STREET	(6:272–82, PW, Poore I: 163, Pitman 224)
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Statement of S. K. J. Street

Sergt Co. C. 3rd Reg, 1st A.C.

Carroll Prison, April 28, 1865

Samuel Kennedy Jennings Street, (examined by Colonel Olcott)

I am a sergeant in Company C third regiment, 1st Army Corps, mustered on the third of March last; was in the Pennsylvania Reserves, 5th Regiment for three years; belonged to a company in Baltimore called the Lafayette Guards prior to the war; enlisted in the 5th Pennsylvania Reserves 18th of May 1861; am not related to Wilkes Booth.

Question: How long have you known Wilkes Booth?

Answer: He is rather older. I have known the family since I can remember. They lived three squares from our house when I was quite young.

Question: Had you been a playmate of his?

Answer: No sir, not particularly, I associated with the younger ones. He was older. I do not think he went to the public school. I knew them by proximity of residences.

Question: Were you the sergeant of the guard at Camp Stoneman the night of the murder?

Answer: Yes, sir.

Question: How many times in the month previous did you visit the city?

Answer: Four passes.

Question: In the month of April?

Answer: Yes, sir. I do not remember the date we left for camp. I think four is the number.

Question: Did you see Booth either time?

Answer: Yes, sir. I saw him twice. I saw him in company with a gentleman I knew better than himself, Michael Lott in Exeter Street & another who was a stranger. I did not hear his name.

Question: (Showing a photograph) Is that the man?

Answer: No, sir. He had curly hair. He was in close conversation with Booth. They seemed to have something weighty upon their minds. I addressed Booth. I thought he would not recognize me. I said, “Is not this one of the Booth family?” & he recognized me. I think the man was as tall as Booth.

Question: Is this the man?

Answer: I think not, his hair was curly. His hat was over his brow. This was on the avenue between 10th and 11th Sts.

Question: Who visited you at the camp the night of the murder?

Answer: No one, sir.

Question: Who were you with? What women did you pass through the lines?

Answer: None whatever unless some milk peddlers.

Question: After the countersign was on?

Answer: By no means.

Question: Do you mean to say that you did not pass two women with a basket after the countersign was on?

Answer: No, sir. My orders were to pass no one except an officer of the army or navy of the U. States.

Question: Was any man inside the lines with you, in citizen’s clothes, near the sutler’s tent?

Answer: No, sir, not to my remembrance.

Question: Had you been drinking that day?

Answer: I took two or three glasses of ale in company with the officer of the day.

Question: What is his name?

Answer: I do not know, he was a stranger to me.

Question: That is all you drank?

Answer: I think that is all.

Question: Nothing to affect you?

Answer: No, sir.

Question: You were particularly sane & sober that evening?

Answer: Yes, sir. I remember I drank on the road, I had a patrol out.

Question: Not enough to affect you in any way?

Answer: No, sir.

Question: You are positive you did not pass any women through the lines that evening?

Answer: No, sir, I did not.

Question: Where did you get the dirk you had?

Answer: I bought it upon the avenue, apparently a French store.

Question: How long before the murder?

Answer: When I was on the third pass, perhaps two weeks previous.

Question: Where did you get the slingshot from?

Answer: I confiscated that in a German’s house as you come up from Soldier’s Rest. A sergeant of D Company was with me. My pass was erroneously dated and I was taken up by the patrol. I wanted it to protect myself, if necessary, on my way to the camp.

Question: The guards swear that you passed two women through the lines after the countersign was on?

Answer: I did not.

Question: And that you had a conversation with them and with a man outside of the sutler’s tent.

Answer: I had not. There may be some Germans I had a quarrel with who are not my friends. I do not know who would swear such a thing as that.

Question: When was the last time you had a conversation with Booth?

Answer: I promised to meet some friends at a saloon. I saw Booth pass up the street as I crossed. I remember having seen him the day before with Laughlin (or Lott) the day before. I said, “How are you? Is not your name Booth?” He said yes. We made a few remarks and then passed on. That is the last time I saw him. Before these occasions I do not know when I addressed him.

Question: What did you mean by telling the guard that they would hear something remarkable?

Answer: I do not remember making any such assertion. If I did it was thoughtlessly done.

(6:283–85, PW, Poore I: 163, Pitman 224)
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20th April 1865

Morgan Wm. H. Col.

Headquarters Dept Washington

Col. Wm. H. Morgan will please take the deposition of the within named witnesses & forward them to these Hdqrs.

John A. Foster

Col. & Judge Adv.

Major Mumminer will direct the within named men to report in person this day to Col. Foster. I have no time to take depositions.

Wm. H. Morgan, Col.

Headquarters Camp Stoneman

April 20th 1865

Colonel Ingraham

Pro Marshal Gen.

Colonel,

I have the honor to submit the names of the following enlisted men of this command who appear to have some knowledge of the doings of Pvt. Samuel. J. Street, V. A. C.


	Sergt. Major Lytle	3rd Regiment
	Private Z. V. Purdy	“D” Co 6th Regt.
	"   Wm. H. Wells	“G”    "   "    "
	"   Randall	“G”    "   8th    "


I will be glad to order them before you at any time you may select as witnesses against Sam’l Street.

I am Colonel

Very Respectfully

William Helleryan

Col. Comd’g

(6:286–89, PW, Poore I: 163, Pitman 224)
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Statement of Samuel K. J. Street

Samuel K. J. Street makes the following statement:

I belong to Hancock’s Corps and have been on duty at Camp Stoneman.

I have lived in Baltimore where I knew a man named Michael McLaughlin.1 He is a man of short stature, black hair, heavy eyebrow, black mustache and, if I am not mistaken, has an imperial; he used to have a dark, villainous Cob. I presume he is about twenty (27) seven years of age; he is well knit together and would probably weigh one hundred and fifty (150) pounds. His brother and I joined the Knights of the Golden Circle about eight years ago and I think he did also.

The location of my father’s family is Front St. Baltimore. I think the fifth door above St. Vincent’s Church going north.

McLaughlin’s mother lives on Exeter St. about two blocks east of my father’s.

The Booth’s lived years ago across the street on the other side of Exeter St.

John Wilkes Booth, McLaughlin and I were acquainted as boys although I did not associate with Booth at that time.

I last saw Mike about the 9th or 10th of this month; it is within two weeks.

I met Mike and Booth as I was passing along Pennsylvania Avenue; they were in close conversation and seemed to be watching if outsiders were watching them; they were between 9th & 10th Streets.

As I came up I spoke to Mike and asked him if he remembered me, and he said “how d’ye do Sam” and extended his hand. I asked him if that wasn’t Booth, one of the actors, and he said “yes” but that he was engaged in some private matters. There was a person talking with Booth who had black curly hair, mustache and whiskers; he was dressed in dark clothing. All three of them had slouch hat and I think business suits. The unknown man’s clothing looked as if it had been worn but a short time; he had his head bent down to catch what Booth was saying to him; Booth was working his eyebrows as if there was something on his mind.

I heard no conversation that passed between Booth and this man. Soon after I passed on and have not seen Mike since. About three or four days after I saw Booth on the corner of 11th St. and Penna. Avenue. Something induced me to go up to him and ask him if his name was not Booth; he said “yes”. I asked him if he did not recognize me and he said he thought he remembered my face; I then asked him where his brother was and he scanned me closely and then passed on.



1 Michael O’Laughlen.
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Wells, Wm. H.

Pvt. 6th Co. G Regt., 1st A.C.

27th April 1865

I was on guard the night of the President’s murder. I had some conversation with a man whom I have since understood is named Street. He was Sergeant of the guard. He gave me the countersign between seven and nine o’clock in the evening. He told me to keep a bright look out; that I would probably observe something. There was “something going to happen tonight”. He went away and came back again and advised me to be a good soldier. His manner was singular. I thought at first he was drunk; but did not observe afterwards that he was. Between 8 and 9 a man and two women came up and wanted to pass into the camp across my beat; but I would not allow them till the same sergeant came and persuaded me to let them pass. They appeared to be in considerable trouble about getting in. Could not recognize either the man or the women. They had a bundle, I suppose of clothes. Never saw its contents. They all went into a tent. I don’t know whose tent. He came out of the tent and came up to me again, and made again some foolish remarks. The man with the women had, I think, light pantaloons. I did not see them come out of the tent. I neither heard nor saw anything that was done in the tent after they entered it.

Wm. H. Wells

(6:293–94, PW, Poore I: 163, Pitman 224)

“S” R.B. (JAO) P81 1865

27th April 1865

Randall, Henry

Pvt. 6th Regt. 1st A.C.

Private Henry Randall, Company G. 5th Regt. 1st A.C. states

I was on guard the night of the President’s murder. I had no conversation with Street. I saw him and a man and two women speaking. I saw him pass them in. He and the other man passed my beat. The man had a large bundle. He wanted me to present arms to him, and he had been acting queer all day. He had a one armed man arrested. They went to the sutler’s shop. I could see them talk; I did not notice any excitement among them. When he spoke to me he told me to look out close, he did not know what might happen. We got the countersign that evening about seven.

Henry Randall


	JACOB S. STRETCH	(2:516–17)
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Stretch, Jacob S.

Headquarters Provost Marshal 3rd District, Penna.

Phila. April 25, 1865

Major

I have the honor to report that Mr. John Jefferies Special Agent at these headquarters saw Junius Brutus Booth enter the cars at the Kensington Depot for New York on Friday April 21st inst. at 11.30 P.M.

Said Special Agent knows him well.

I have the honor to be

Very Respectfully

Yr. obt Svt

Jacob S. Stretch

Asst. Pro. Marshal

3rd Dist. Pa.

Major J. Hayden

10th US Infty

AAPM Gen.

E. D. Pa.
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D. A. Strong statement

D. A. Strong, 334 E St. Washington, DC states that colored woman Jane Hickman said that three men came into back entrance of Grover’s Theater about a week before assassination of President. They got into lobby between Pres’t. Private box where he usually sat. She was up by the wings to right of Pres’t. Box, sweeping out. She heard them talking how easy it would be to get from door of Pres’t. Box, out of either windows near the stage. Right hand window a little higher than mans head; the left hand window, heard one suggest that you put your foot on back of seat & could escape; about same distance from both windows to ground; about same distance from windowsill to ground. Some one of gentlemen rather demurred from idea; didn’t think it was practical to do it, as height was to great to prevent rapid escape; was a good deal of conversation she did not hear, but then came out of lobby to stage and into building belonging to theater which leads on to E Street. When they met 4th gent. The 4th gent explained how easy it would be to get out of window in passage leading to E St. but which has window looking out into a yard, which adjoins theater an alley leading up into F St. (quite a high fence). The point was to get onto some lumber in yard & get over fence & unless for that could not get over fence (fence 16 ft. high). Thinks she would recognize parties if she saw them again. Says they were all young men.

X


	B. H. STROTHER	(4:413–16)
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22nd April 1865

Strother, B. H.

B. H. Strother, is the clerk in the Commissary Department, Col. Bell, Chief of Dept.

I know David Harold. Have known him 4 or 5 years, and very well. Saw him, I think, on Friday evening (April 14) in front of the Bank of Washington in company with two others and spoke to him. He has always been familiar with me theretofore; but he answered me surly, as though he would rather I would pass on. I shook hands with him as cordially as I had been in the habit. He appeared sullen. He introduced me to a young man with him, but I did not hear the name. It was done with rather bad grace so I made some casual remarks. I asked him when he was going to start to Idaho. He was at my house two or three weeks ago with a tall, dark fine looking man, to see about getting up a party to start for Idaho but I declined to go.

Neither of the young men were tall, but the taller of the two I suppose to be 5 feet 9 or 10 inches. One of them was rather a slender young man; the other a little heavier. I paid very little attention to them. I had never seen them before. The taller of the two was of light complexion. I think he looked as though he had not been shaved for several days. I am under the impression that his hair was long. One of them, I think, had on a rather black overcoat; probably both of them. Do not remember what kind of pants they had. I am under the impression that it was a soft hat. They were evidently from the country who had not the easy manner of the city. I think that between the three that young Harold is the worst looking one.

Do not know John Surratt. Never, before this affair, heard the name.

They were not conversing at all, just standing still. He had a rather worried look. Do not know who were his associates in this city. I have been told by parties who know the family intimately that this young man has given his mother a good deal of trouble since his father’s death.

Have heard that the family were not regarded as Union people. Presume David is Southern.


	WILLIAM GASTON HENRY STUART	(3:5)


“S” 377 (JAO) 1865

Stuart. W. G. H.

Norfolk, Virginia

19th February, 1863

My Dear Mother,

Business connected with the cause for which I am fighting has brought me secretly to this place. Do not be at all uneasy on my account, however; I have fallen into very good hands. Into the hands, in fact, of friends who will do all in their power to forward the object of my mission.

I am very well and in good spirits. I have every reason to expect great promotion if I succeed in getting through with my present undertaking, and it cheers and encourages me, when I look forward to the day when we shall once again be enabled to hold up our heads in our towns and cities unchilled by the presence of the foe at our gates.

Give my best love to the girls. Tell them we shall meet again soon.

Your affectionate son,

William Gaston Henry Stuart

Mrs. Isaac Tyson

Baltimore Street

Baltimore, Md.
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Summers, Matthew

Washington DC

June 9th, 1865

Hon. Judge Holt,

Sir,

I have the honor to inform you that in the year 1861, I was a member of the 71st NY Vols. of 2nd “Excelsior” Regt. and that while on picket at “Gova Hope” Ma., I was informed that the Head quarters of the Charles Co. rebels was established at Mr. Jarboe’s house, and that they were armed, equipped, drilled and furnished with ammunition from Baltimore via “Marlow Creek”, Ma. I merely mention the above facts in order to let you know that I know something of Jarboe’s character, and if you deem it prudent, am fully prepared to give much further testimony to prove Jarboe’s disloyalty.

I am, sir,

Yours respectfully,

Matthew Sommers

443, 17th Street,

Washington, DC


	WILLIAM O. SUMMER JR.	(2:1–2)
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Recd. 20th April

Hartford Conn. April 18

Hon. W. Hunter,

Acting Sec. of State

Washington

Dear Sir,

I was, yesterday, told a story by a young man from New York, implicating one Geo. Thompson in the assassination of the President. A companion of Booth and, I believe, an actor in Laura Keene’s Theater; They having boarded together at Eustis Hotel New York. Not deeming it necessary to give the whole story now; will merely send this brief statement; hoping it may be of use in discovering the guilty one & will write more if you wish. In haste, I am

Yours Respectfully

Wm. O. Sumner Jr.

16 Temple Street

	WILLIAM O. SUMMERS	(2:284–87)


“S” 99 (JAO) 1865

Wm. O. Sumner

Recd. 27th April

Hartford Conn. April 25th 1865

Hon. W. Hunter, Washington, DC

Dr. Sir,

The address of the young man is Samuel H. Pinney, Earls Hotel, New York. I sent you a letter yesterday giving the substance of what he told me & whether it was principally “conjectures of his own” induced by having a word dropped here & there, cannot say, but from his appearance & language I attached more significance to his story.

In haste,

Very Respectfully,

Your Obt. Servant,

Wm. O. Sumner


	WILLIAM O. SUMNER JR.	(2:288)
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Envelope to: Hon W. Hunter, Acting Secretary of State, Washington D.C.

Postmark: Hartford Con. April 23rd 1865

recd. April 26th 1865

Hartford Conn., April 23rd, 1865

Hon. W. Hunter Washington, DC

Sir,

Your letter of the 20th was Rec’d last night. I hasten to reply & give you all the information I can. Do not know the name of the young man, but will immediately take measures to ascertain, which I have no doubt I can do. He is a coachman & has been driving carriage in New York the past winter. I was riding with him from Bloomfield to this city when he told me the following; will give it in his own language as near as possible. He says, they have been trying for it a good while. I was in a music Hall (I think he said some months ago; last fall, or winter) where I saw 2 men sitting together & saying that a couple of Laura Keene’s men were laying for Abe & were bound to finish him the year. I laid it up & afterwards heard others talking about it in a hotel & they said these fellows were dangerous & ought to be arrested. Heard considerable said about it about that time & finally it dropped & I heard no more until now they’ve shot him. The two plotters, he said were Geo. Thompson & J. Wilkes Booth & he (my informant) knew them both. Thompson sought revenge for the death of his brother who was a Union Soldier captured by the enemy & paroled and after returning North, tried to get rid of returning to our service & swore he would not; whereupon he was arrested & imprisoned at Washington, and died in prison. Thompson said that Abe Lincoln had killed his brother & he would have his life for it. The plotters intended that he should not be inaugurated the 2nd time & tried to get him out at the Theater (& think he said other places) before the 4th of March & have made several attempts at his life before & since then. My informant thinks that the two men had altered their appearance to deceive people & that it was Thompson who shot the President, but in this he is probably mistaken, though possibly not; It is evident that they considered Lincoln & Seward, one & the same & were determined to kill both. This coachman used to drive a milk cart here, & I placed some reliance on what he told me, as he appeared quite candid & honest, but did not seem to realize that he had any duty to perform, but it looked to me like evidence that ought not to be lost, could certainly do no harm & might lead to desirable results. Will learn his name & write you again at the earliest possible moment. I shall cheerfully render all the assistance in my power and, hoping the unnatural villains will eventually be brought to justice, I remain,

Very Respectfully,

Your obt. Servt.

Wm. O. Sumner Jr.


	SURGEON GENERAL [JOSEPH K. BARNES]	(2:767–68)
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Surgeon General, U. S. Army

Letterhead: Surgeon General’s Office, Washington City, DC May 1st, 1865

Colonel,

I am directed by the Surgeon General to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of April 28th enclosing letter from Acting Asst. Surgeon John A. Hall at Lincoln Hospital, for his information, and to inform you that Dr. Hall’s contract was at once annulled, and that the surgeon in charge of that hospital was directed to assemble his medical staff and after reading to them Dr. Hall’s letter, to dismiss him publicly from the service.

Very Respectfully,

Your Obedient servant,

By order of the Surgeon General,

C. H. Crane


	ANNA E. SURRATT1	(6:212–26)


“S” R.B. (JAO) P79 1865

Washington

April 28th 1865

Anna E. Surratt

Anna, The most important part is as to what occurred at the house the night of

April 14 & this is very little.

Miss Anna E. Surratt, daughter of Mary E. Surratt, living between 6th and 7th says:

I came into the city the first of October from ^Surrattsville^, Prince Georges County Md. From that time to the present time I have lived with my mother.

Question: Who boarded at your mothers house during this time?

Answer: The first one that came there to board was L. W. Wiechmann, employed in Col. Hoffman’s office. A great many came there for rooms during that time, and some stayed a few days and some did not come at all. Then a family came there. A man came there by the name of Mr. Downing; he stayed three or four days. I did not ask him where he came from, and I do not know never heard. I have no idea when he came. It was after Christmas sometime.

Question: Was it after New Year’s?

Answer: Yes sir, I think it was. I think it was about the first of January. I think he was in the employ of the government. I do not know in what office. Wiechmann did not bring him. He came there. There was a man named Atzerodt who came there. He came there one evening when momma was away. I hear the bell ring & went to the door. He said he wanted to put up there two or three days; that he wanted to board there. My brother did not bring him there. I don’t remember when my brother came there. It was before Atzerodt left. He wanted him. My brother never said anything to me in relation to him. He did not say where he came from. I heard something about Port Tobacco.

Question: Didn’t you hear him call him by the name of Port Tobacco?

Answer: He may have called him by that name but I don’t know. Mr. Wiechmann was boarding there & Mr. & Mrs. Holohan & family, and there was a man came there also by the name of Wood.1 He came in the parlor and said he wanted to board there. He said he was a Baptist preacher and wanted to go to Baltimore. I told mother ma I did not like the man. Ma said, “No I don’t admire him myself.”

Question: What was there about him you did not like?

Answer: I did not like his eyes. There was nothing peculiar about them. I always express my like and dislikes when I see persons. There was nothing ferocious peculiar in his eyes that I noticed. I do not remember anything about them.

Question: But why did you dislike his eyes?

Answer: I don’t know.

Question: Was there a wild look about them?

Answer: I do not know now. I think there was. I said he did not look like a preacher to me. He was not dressed like a preacher; wore a common dark suit of clothes. Did not notice whether he had an overcoat or not. Do not know whether he wore standing or turn down collars. Do not know how tall he was. Do not know whether he was very tall or very short. He did not appear to be very tall or very short. I could not tell how long he was there. Did not notice the man much. He had black hair. I did not notice his whiskers. I do not know what kind of mustache he wore or whether he had mustache or whiskers.

Question: Was he a handsome fellow?

Answer: Indeed I do not know. I have not seen any remarkably handsome men since I have been in Washington. I didn’t like him.

Question: When did you next see him?

Answer: I haven’t seen him since.

Question: Didn’t you see him the night you were arrested?

Answer: I didn’t look at that man that came in at all.

Question: Not when we thought he was a Surratt?

Answer: Oh, I saw him then, but I didn’t recognize him then because he had changed or something about him looked as though I had never seen him before.2

Question: He had changed his dress, do you mean?

Answer: Well, he looked different., but there was something about him about somebody that I had seen.

Question: Isn’t there a conviction in your mind that he was the very man that you saw there who pretended to be a Baptist preacher?

Answer: Indeed I would not like to say. I have not thought of him since. I never shall forget my feelings that night.

Question: Would you ever forget the time he eyes or the look that he had?

Answer: No, sir.

Question: Would you ever forget the eyes that he had at your house before?

Answer: They did not look like the eyes of the man that was at our house.

Question: He paid his bill when he left, did he?

Answer: Indeed I do not know, sir.

Question: Who handled the cash at your house? Did your mother always receive the money?

Answer: Indeed I do not know, sir, I declare I do not know.

Question: How often did Booth call on the man named Wood or who called himself Wood at that time?

Answer: If he ever came there it was not to my knowledge.

Question: How often did Booth come to your house?

Answer: Indeed I could not tell you.

Question: About how often?

Answer: I could not say sir. If I could I would. He came there right often though. He never asked for anybody in particular. He usually saw the whole family.

Question: Did he always see your brother when he came?

Answer: No, sir. My brother was not at home much when Mr. Booth used to come there.

Question: You are now positive that your brother did not bring Atzerodt to your house?

Answer: Yes, sir. I am positive as to that. I remember that because I opened the door.

Question: And you are positive that your brother was not at home that same day?

Answer: Whether he came home that same evening or the next I have no recollection.

Question: You do not know certainly that he came home that very day that the man Atzerodt came there?

Answer: No, sir, I do not.

Question: But did not Atzerodt come there mounted on horseback?

Answer: If he did I do not know, sir.

Question: Do you know what horses your brother had?

Answer: No sir, I do not know.

Question: Don’t know what horses he used, either?

Answer: I know he had a bay horse that he sold down in the country, but I did not pay any particular attention.

Question: Did the horse have one blind eye or an affliction a defect in one eye?

Answer: I do not think he had. I never looked at this old horse particularly because we never drove him in a carriage. We used to drive two black horses.

Question: On the night that the President was murdered at what time did you retire?

Answer: We retired as usual. We generally retire about 9 or 10 o’clock.

Question: Did you on that particular occasion retire at 9 o’clock or between 9 and 10 o’clock?

Answer: I think that was about the hour. My mother sleeps in the room next to the parlor on the lower floor. I slept in the third story. Nora Fitzpatrick slept with my mother and I slept with my mother, three in a bed, until a lady came there, a cousin of mine from the country, to attend the Easter services; & then ma said we would be obliged to sleep in the upper story. Olivia Jenkins1 slept with me. Wiechmann took the back room on the second floor; over the back parlor. Mr. & Mrs. Holohan occupied the front room of the second floor. That night the servants slept up in the third story in the room next to me. There were no other rooms occupied that I know. There was a little girl boarding there and she had gone away to see her mother.2

I saw my brother three weeks ago last Monday night. I saw him at home. He came up from the country, took his dinner & went away. He said but very few words to us. He did not tell me where he was going. I thought he was going away to Canada. I have no idea where he was going in Canada. Ma did not tell me any particular place where he was going. I did not think she knew anything about it more than I did.

Question: Did anybody come to your house that night?

Answer: No, sir. Saturday night nobody came to my knowledge. Mrs. Holohan had a brother who called on her during the day. Mr. Walter S. Kirby. I could not tell what time he came. Mr. Kirby lives right below us. He called to see us.

Question: Did anybody call that Saturday evening?

Answer: Not to my knowledge, sir. If they came I do not remember. There may have been someone there & there may not.

Question: The next day what did you do?

Answer: Sunday I went to church very early, at 7 o’clock in the morning. I went in the evening to vespers, but did not go out at any other time. They commence, I think, at half past three at St. Patrick’s.3

Question: What time did you get home?

Answer: I left immediately and came home. I do not know when. It was dark, because vespers are over before dark. Did not go out that evening. Nobody came to see me to my knowledge. Nobody came to the house to my knowledge. Mr. Holohan and Mr. Wiechmann used to come there in a hack and they would go upstairs to get their clothes. But I did not see them to speak to them. They came home during the day. They came home on Saturday & came home Sunday in a hack after I came back from church. There was a hack and somebody said it was Mr. Wiechmann & Mr. Holohan and a Mr. McDevitt,1 I think. I heard the young gentleman came to change his clothes. I do not know whether it was before twelve or after. It was Monday night.

Question: That night prior to that who came to your house?

Answer: I do not think a soul came there that night. We were all alone.

Question: How do you explain the fact of that man’s coming there that night of your arrest?

Answer: I cannot say anything about it.

Question: Calling your mother by name?

Answer: I cannot explain anything about it.

Question: When he came, saying that he came to see her, calling her by name, & saying that he had been sent there.

Answer: Indeed I cannot explain anything about it. If I could I would.

I do not know at what time my brother was postmaster. It was down in the country there some time after my father’s death. He was not postmaster before he came to Washington at all. I do not know whether it was quite a year or a few months. It may have been a year ago. I don’t know how long he had been postmaster.

Question: Was it one, two, three, four, five, six or ten years?

Answer: I do not think it was more than one, perhaps two years.

Question: Did your mother assist him while he was postmaster?

Answer: Yes, sir, When he would go away sometimes she would make out the bills. He was postmaster at Surrattsville, that is 10 miles from the bridge.



1 Anna Surratt was the only daughter of Mary Surratt and was twenty-two years old at the time of her mother’s arrest.

1 Lewis Thornton Powell.

2 Both Anna and her mother, Mary Surratt, claimed that they did not recognize Powell when he came to their house the night of April 17.

1 Anna Surratt’s cousin. Olivia Jenkins was the daughter of Mary Surratt’s brother, Zadoc Jenkins.

2 Ten-year-old Mary Appolonia Dean.

3 St. Patrick’s Catholic Church, located on F Street between Ninth and Tenth Streets. Mary Surratt attended St. Patrick’s.

(3:1252–54)
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Surratt, Anna, Miss

Washington DC

June 28th 1865

Inventory of contents of black traveling valise taken from the house of Mrs. Surratt

1 portfolio with one sheet of letter paper enclosed.

1 album

8 pictures in cases

1 bullet mold & some bullets

2 pocket books

1 bankbook

1 small book marked A. Surratt, Bryantown, Md.




part of a spur

21 card photographs


1 Program of Concert given for the benefit of St. Aloysius Church

108 letters

Part of a printed speech of President Johnson

2 small boxes

2 buttons

1 picture of colored boy

1 perfumery sack

1 box of tooth powder

1 hairbrush

1 toothbrush

1 sponge

1 undershirt

1 collar

1 pincushion

1 paper of needles

1 needle threaded

3 sheets of notepaper

6 envelops

Received from Col. Burnett’s Office the above-mentioned articles.

Anna E. Surratt



1 Police detective James A. McDevitt.

(3:1269–71)

“S” 741 (JAO) 1865

Gen. Surratt, CSA

Scrap found at Surratt’s house April 24th/65 by Capt. Potts, and Newcombe

H. L. B.

Gen. Surratt, CSA

Present

“S” 741 (JAO) 1865

Receipt of Anna Surratt, App

Scrap “Gen. Surratt CSA”1

For Judge Pierrepont per Col. R. C. Morgan



1 No relationship to the Surratt conspirators.


	JOHN HARRISON SURRATT	(2:124–25)


Memorandum of facts connected with the case of J. H. Surratt, alias John Harrison; Montreal.2

John Harrison arrived at Montreal by 10.30 A.M. train April 6th; registers at St. Lawrence Hall as from Washington DC; by same train arrive S. P. Leaton & J. A. White; White’s signature resembles J. W. Booth’s somewhat in the manner of connecting the capitals. The two last register as from Boston. They left Montreal for New York by 3 o’clock P. M. train. John Harrison started to go to New York on the 10th but came back from the R. R. Station; remained until the 12th when he left for New York by 3 P.M. train. His name again appears on the register at St. Lawrence Hall, on April 18th as arriving by 12:30 P.M. train from N. York; Residence blank, and remains there until the next day when he paid his bill and told the clerk he was going by train to New York Quebec, but he was not seen to go on the train, but other evidence shows that John Harrison and two others muffled with clothing got in a carriage driven tandem; and drove out St. Lawrence Main St. in the direction of Black River. On the evening of the 20th, the carriage and driver returned, but the driver absconded; supposed to be gone to Troy. Two detectives started for Three Rivers by boat but failed to get any trace of him. Others followed the carriage but lost the track at the first tollgate outside the city. A white, pocket-handkerchief marked J. H. Surratt was found at the Burlington R. R. depot; supposed to have been placed there to mislead; as nothing could be heard of his having been there on 21st.

While Harrison was in the city; during his first visit he had frequent interviews with J. B. Corse, of Leicester Place, Cor. University & Burnside, John Porterfield, of Firm of Porterfield & Lyon, 3 Merchants Ex. Sacrament St., and other noted rebels & secessionists. He took the carriage near Porterfield’s House.

Clerk at St. Lawrence Hall describes him as being a tall man, 24 or 25 yrs. old, no beard or whiskers, light brown hair, not very gentlemanly in appearance.

J. Wilkes Booth’s name is Registered at St. Lawrence Hall; Oct. 18641



2 John Surratt’s middle name was Harrison, which he used as an alias.

(6:143–45)
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New Brighton, Pa.

22nd April 1865

B. B. Chamberlin—Relative to movements and complexity of Surratt

March 26th, 1865

Mr. Brooks

As business will detain me for a few days in the country, I thought I would send your team back. Mr. Barry will detain deliver it safely and pay the hire on it. If Mr. Booth my friend, should want my horses let him have them, but no one else. If you should want any money on them he will let you have it. I should like to have kept the team for several days, but it is too expensive, especially as I have “woman on the brain” and ^may^ be away for a week or so.

Yours respectfully,

J. Harrison Surratt



1 Booth was in Montreal from October 18 through October 27, 1864.

(3:68–70)
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[Editor’s note: Calling card–size piece of paper in background of this sheet.]

John H. Surratt

“Surratt’s Villa” Nov. 12th 18641

Dear Al,

Sorry I could not get up. Will be up Sunday. Hope you are getting along well. How are times, and all the pretty girls? My most pious regards to the latter, as for them I care not a continental d__n. Have you been to the Fair. If so what have we won! I’m interested in the “Bedstead”. How’s Kennedy? Tight as usual, I suppose. Opened his office, I hear. Fifty to one it’s a failure. Am very happy I do not belong to the “firm”. Been very busy all the week taking care of and securing the crops. Next Tuesday and the jig is up. Goodbye Surrattsville; Goodbye God forsaken country. Old Abe the good old soul! May the devil take pity on him!

Yours, John H. Surratt

Surrattsville Md.

To Louis J. Wiechmann Esq.

Washington City D. C.



1 John Surratt was not introduced to Booth until December 23, 1864, six weeks after this letter was written.

(3:110–19)
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Letters to Geo. Surratt, Jno. Surratt, Dr. Cornelius Boyle

New York, April 10, 1865

Mrs. Surratt Y [sic]

Dear Sir,

Your are to attempt the murder of Secretary Seward while I am to attempt for the life of Mr. Chase and if we succeed in getting away we are all bound for Canada and we want you to come to you are to meet us at Baltimore and from thence we proceed to Canada by way of New York. I will be on my way to Washington to and now I hope you will succeed in getting away.

Yours eagerly

Senior

Envelope: Postmark New York May 10 address: Mr. George Surratt, care of Mrs.

Surratt, Washington DC

Envelope: Postmark New York ___ 19, Address; Mr. John H. Surratt, Washington DC

New York,

March 19th, 1865

Mr. J. H. Surratt

Dear Sir,

I would like to see you on important business. If you can spare the time to come on to New York. Please telegraph me immediately on the reception of this, whether you can come on or not & much oblige.

Yours Etc.

R. D. Watson1

PS

Address care Dunhill & CO.

178 ½ Water St.

Envelope: Postmark: Quebec May 1, 65, Address: Cornelius Boyle MD, Washington City, DC

No. 3 Dauphin Street

Quebec, Canada

May 1st, 1865

Dear Cornelius,2

You will no doubt be much surprised to receive this from one who has so long been to you as a stranger, but one who’s heart has never forgotten the love and deep friendship that once existed between ourselves. Fathers and mothers and childish remembrances has made me most anxious to hear from you and your sister Livonia. I of course, heard of you joining General Lee and during the last four years I made many attempts to hear of your family but all proved unsuccessful. I wrote a John Goodenow who is doorkeeper in the House of Congress and requested him to try and find Livonia and he was unsuccessful also. He will tell you all about us. He spent some time with us here and determined not to give up the hunt, I write to a brother and received word you were now at home on parole. My dear friend, I cannot describe our joy at the glad tiding that you had returned home to your family and safe. Mother wept the tears of joy that your own dear good mother would have wept for your return, and as I write to you Cornelius, I shed tears of joy. I now hope you will come on to Canada to see us. There is nothing that will give us more pleasure than that of seeing you in our home. The quiet and rest from care and fatigue will do you good. I trust in God your parole is not limited and that you will be at liberty to come to Canada where all is peaceful and quiet. We have not seen our brother William for many years and for the last 13 years we are the most of our time here and now more Canadian than are here.

Cornelius of you take not time to sit write to us and tell us all about yourself, family & your sister Livonia. Give her all our love. Should you be passing through New York, Sister Mary, your dear Father & Mothers goddaughter will be glad to see you. She is now Mrs. Van Rant and is living at 131 East 16th Street near Ewing Place. We will be happy to see any of your friends. Mother & sister Galena joins me in affectionate love to you all. With the hope of seeing you this summer, May God bless you and believe me ever yours affectionately.

Elizabeth M. Caffry

Do write me address 3 Dauphin Street

Quebec,

Canada East

Endorsement: This Dr. C. Boyle, left Washington in 1861 and has been Provost Marshal at Gordonsville, Va. in the rebel service during the war. S. J. Bowen, Postmaster 1 Roderick D. Watson of Charles County, Maryland, had moved to New York City and was involved in Confederate underground activities, as this letter to John Surratt indicates.

2 Cornelius Boyle was a Washington doctor at the time the war broke out. He headed a paramilitary group known as the National Volunteers. Like the Knights of the Golden Circle, the National Volunteers supported the Confederacy by a variety of means. Members of the Baltimore branch plotted Lincoln’s assassination as he passed through Baltimore on the way to his inauguration in Washington in February 1861. Boyle received a commission as a major in the Confederate Army and soon entered into clandestine activities.

(3:747–65)
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Seaman, Bell1

Envelope: Address: Miss Anna Surratt, Washington, D C 541 H St. between 6th & 7th, Postmark: Washington Pa.—note “taken from PO”

Washington April 20th 1865

My dear Anna,

It was with feelings of deep regret that we heard the rumors of Cousin John being accused of the assassination of Mr. Seward. I was rejoiced to receive a letter from him written from Montreal. It was written the 10th mailed the 11th and came here the 17th, which was a fact sufficient in my mind to clear him from all suspicion. The Provost Marshal hearing I had it came and demanded it, a copy of which is in the hands of the authorities in Washington. Write at the earliest convenience as we are all interested in your welfare. Love to your [illegible] and be assured of the sincere love of your cousin

Bell Seaman



1 Mary Bell Surratt Seaman and John Surratt were second cousins and occasional correspondents.
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Envelope: Address Miss Bell Seaman, Steubenville, Ohio, Postmark

Washington DC

Surratt’s Villa Md.

May

Cousin Bell,

It seem as if our correspondence is destined to be stopped, yet I will make another attempt in the hope that I may succeed in eliciting a few lines from you. Anna told me that you had gone to Steubenville to school. No doubt you are ^already^ beginning to count the days to your vacation; even hours-minutes. That was I used to do [sic] whilst I was at school.

“Tell John Surratt I’m mad with him” was the very heard message I received upon meeting my deus letters sent to me by my very dear cousin Bell. I’m in hopes you will not be put in the insane asylum, where all mad people are generally placed. Cos you will please excuse this scrawl, as my pen will scarcely write at all, and I have the shakes so badly, by seeing a certain young lady pass by, in company with my ___ Charlie. We are all very well, with the exception of your humble servant, who has at present a severe attack of the spring fever. Half past nine and Anna not out of bed yet. What do you think of that? That is her usual hour. I’m afraid you are the same way inclined. Cousin Bell write to me if you please. Ma & Anna send their love to you and family.

Your cousin

Jno. Harrison Surratt
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B. B. Chamberlin

New Brighton, Pa. April 21st 1865

Hon. E. M. Stanton

Dear Sir,

The original of the within copy was confidentially submitted to me on the 19th, having come to possession of Cap. Cuthberton, Provost Mar, 24th District. The bearing of the whole matter I submit for your consideration.

The letter is admitted, by Miss Seaman & all the family, (living at Washington Pa.) to be Surratt’s own handwriting, so says Mr. Vance.

Capt. C. at once with the original letter left for Montreal, quietly to put himself in communication with our Consul General & others, to learn the whereabouts of the personator of “John Harrison”. Meantime Lt. Stewart went to Harrisburg & stated matter to headquarters there, but Capt. Sperry declined in the absence of Gen. Hinks, AAPMG, to assume any responsibility about it & Lt. Stewart returned this morning, reporting to me.

Now attaching some importance to this I again personally & now officially to send it direct to you, vouching for the facts here stated. Having friends & acquaintances at Montreal, CE my first impression was to go along myself & seek to follow it up, but concluded to await for information. I assume the theory that Surratt, whether the veritable assassinator or not, is a co-conspirator, and was at Montreal for consultation with other miscreants or this may be a ruse to divert attention.

Brim Chamberlin, Esq., editor of Montreal Gazette is my kinsman, & though in hostility to our cause, I feel a confidence that he’s a Christian man and contribute every way to help find out the nest of assassins now in Canada. Still I have prudently forborne to acquaint him with the facts & of my suspicions that at Montreal, have probably originated the machinations for these atrocious crimes; this letter in that light is of consequence.

Capt. Cuthberton was to telegraph me if desired at Montreal & I shall at any moment go there, if he or any in authority at Washington City, deem it advisable, conceiving I could be of the least service there.

The great National bereavement sinks deep in the heart in the tenderest sympathies are awakened for recovery of Mr. Seward.

Very Truly

Yr. obt. Svt

B. B. Chamberlin

We both ^are^ nephews of Mrs. Bates Cooke, of whom are antecedents, Mr. Seward personally & politically knows all about Mr. Chamberlin of Montreal Gazette is of Canadian birth, education & association, & since the war has been in opposition to us & done us much harm. We think he is coming to more sensible conclusions & must be ashamed of his Southern admirers now. Rev. Joshua Cooke (son of Bates Cooke decd. of Lewiston, N.Y.) lately drafted refused a substitute & went into the ranks, abandoning his Presbyterian congregation & belongs now to 8 N.Y. Artillery. Gen. Fenton, making him Chaplain, in view of his example & devotion. I think Mr. Seward would be gratified to hear of an incident, associated with an early political friend.

B. B. C.
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Envelope: Address: Miss Bell Seaman, Care of Thos. Seaman, Washington,

Pennsylvania

Montreal, CE April 10th 1865

My dear Cousin

You may be surprised to receive a letter from me dated Montreal, yet it is so. I have been here for a week or so.1 I hope you are well. It has been so long since I heard from you that you seem almost a stranger.

Canada is a fine country for ice, snow and cold weather, which I yet experience to a great extent. Montreal is really a beautiful city and what pleases me more there are a great many pretty girls here. It is more than probable that I shall lose my heart with some of them and then I ask myself have I one to give away? The answer comes back fully satisfactory. It is more than probable I shall give you a call as I return from Canada, but is very doubtful, as I am always in a hurry. I supposed you have not yet moved.

I am enjoying myself to my hearts content. Nothing in the wide world to do but visit the ladies and go to church. How are you Grant and Lee? I always knew the old Confederacy would go up the spout, and the flag that Washington left us would wave again o’er North and South.

For special reasons you can direct your letters as below. Write soon as I would like to hear from you all very much.

Your cousin

John Harrison1

St. Lawrence Hall

Montreal, CE



1 Surratt left Richmond on a mission for Confederate secretary of state Judah P. Benjamin and arrived at the St. Lawrence Hall in Montreal on April 6, 1865. General Edwin G. Lee, head of operations in Canada, sent Surratt to Elmira, New York, to survey the Union prison camp in anticipation of freeing the Confederate prisoners held there. Surratt was in Elmira when Lincoln was assassinated.

1 John Harrison was one of several aliases that John Surratt used while traveling as a Confederate agent. His Confederate code name was Charlie Armstrong.

“S” 597 (JAO) 1865

New Brighton Pa. April 22, 65

Hon. E. M. Stanton

Dear Sir

I yesterday enclosed you a copy of a letter, of April 10, 1865, dated & mailed at Montreal, showing the movements of Surratt at that time.

In a conversation with Judge Agnew yesterday (confidentially) he is inclined to think perhaps, (if Surratt was one of the actors at Washington City the 14th) this letter is a blind; to provide for an alibi, if caught or suspected. Yet it may be better & more intelligibly interpreted by you, possessed of facts of which we & the public generally are ignorant.

I have nothing from Montreal, & do not know if I shall have You will have of course.

The feeling against the Southern leaders & their hired assassins, was high, rampant.

Judge Agnew says:

“Punishment is due to crime, by every law, human & divine. It is not vengeance but retribution. We owe it to justice, we owe it to society, we owe it to example & to history that no such rebellion shall ever again raise its guilty head & plunge a nation and every home in mourning.” This before the acts of April 14th & our triumph certain; Greater now is he & multitudes, relentless, in view that the head of the nation falls by conspiring assassins & the death of all his advisors attempted.

Very Truly

Yr. obt. Svt

B. B. Chamberlin

(7:95–97)
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Letter to Eckert from Baker, July 28, 1865 with enclosure April 24th 1863

Envelope: Address Mons. H. B. De Ste Marie, Ellengowan P.O. Baltimore Co.

Maryland, Postmark Surratt’s Md. April

Surrattsville, Md.

April 24th 1863

Mons. H. de Ste. Marie1

Dear Sir,

I received a letter from Mr. Wiechmann yesterday, stating your intention to leave Texas by the first of May. I spoke to Mr. Hill about a teacher. He said he wanted one and was willing to have you as our teacher, but he could not build his schoolhouse for some time.

If you have made up your mind to go S ___ [sic] I can send you all safely. Do not have the least doubt of it. Times are better than they were. All you have to do is to let me know what day you will be in Washington, and I will meet you. You can carry a hand trunk with you.

There will not be the least difficulty, only perhaps you will have to remain among us some two or three weeks. Still we can easily make the time pass agreeably. I suppose “Texas” looks as dreary as possible. My kindest regards to Father Mahoney. Do not fail to come to Washington.

Your Friend,

J. Harrison Surratt

Mons. Ste Marie

Ellen Gowan PM

(7:374–76)
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Letter to Wiechmann from Surratt, Sept 21, 1864

Surratt’s Villa, Md.

Sept. 21st 1864

Louis J. Wiechmann

Washington D.C.

Dear Friend

John Surratt is neither dead nor drafted; though he ran the gauntlet of both. I am just able to walk bout a little, yet very weak. I’ve had the chills & fever pretty severely. In hopes I have entirely escaped. I shall be in Wash. as soon as possible; in fact I intend to stay up some few days in order to recuperate. Possible we move to up sooner than we anticipated, on account of certain events having turned up.

I am quite sorry “Miss Estelle” has gone to Phila. There is no attraction there now for me. Miss Fannie and I were getting on a fair road to a flirtation, when she bundled up bag and baggage and left for Washington. She says “she is glad Mr. Surratt intends moving to town.” All right we will see. Write soon and tell me all the news. Nothing would give me greater satisfaction than to a long, long letter. I am very happy to state that I escaped the draft. I sincerely hope you may do the same. Family are well and send respects to you.

Yours as ever,

Harrison Surratt.1



1 In 1862 Henri Beaumont de Sainte Marie, a young, well-educated teacher, was hired by Father William Mahoney to teach in his Catholic school located near Texas, Maryland. It was while teaching at Father Mahoney’s school that Sainte Marie met John Surratt and Louis Wiechmann, then students at Saint Charles College in Ellicott, Maryland (later Ellicott City). Wiechmann, at Sainte Marie’s urging, found him a teaching position at Saint Matthews School in Washington.

(7:553–55)
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List of Names found among letters addressed to J.H.S.

Miss M. Clarrett

F St. between 18th & 19th

Miss Susan Gourley

Thos. Ward

TABLE 12 List of Names Found among Letters Addressed to John H. Surratt


	B. F. Gwynn	13.12.13	38
	Wm. H. Marshall	9.10.8	27
	J. Z. Jenkins	19 8 15	32
	James Taylor	13.13 10	34
	A. Kaldenbach Sr.	8 16 11	35
	F. Marbury	11.13.10	34
	J. H. Magruder	11 9 10	30
	E. N. Wyvill	9 11 8	28
	Chas Catlett	5 12 11	28
	J. H. Surratt	15 6 8	29
	Thos. Ward	5 14 14	33
	John L. Thompson	12 13 14	39
	John Roberts	18.12 9	39
	Thos. Tolson	6 13 8	27
	A. Jenkins	8 11 9	28
	W. W. Hoxton	15 5 11	31
	Wm. A. Jarboe	12.9.10	31
	Wm Bryan	8 10 11	29
	Jenkins, John	7 10 4	21
	J. H. Surratt	6 8 15	29
	Aus White	7 5 10	22
	Lem. Lusby	15 12 18	45
	Jos. T. Knott	14 13 12	39
	Wm Muliken	3 14 9	26
	A. Kaldenbach Jr	12 10 5	27
	Geo. Lusby	7 8 7	22
	Lawson Goddard	12.11.15	38
	Q. F. Richardson	8 11 11	30
	Richard Goddard	11.12.9	32
	J. Z. Jenkins	8.12.11	31


Signatures

Miss Symphona Bryan

___ Surratt

Jno. L. Thompson



1 John Harrison Surratt.

(7:556–58)
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Book of names—Surratt, J. H.1

Frontispiece: W. H. & O. H. Morrison, Booksellers, No. 440 Penna. Avenue,

Washington, D.C.

J. Harrison Surratt

Surrattsville

Prince Georges Co.

Maryland

A.

Andrew’s

Athey

Allen, Fred

B.

Beall, Ford

Brook, Robert

Brady, George

Belt, W. E.

Burch, James

Brimmer, M. R.

Barry, James

Burgess Edward

Baden, Joseph

Blandford, Benson

Bryan, P. E.

Bryan, Mrs. Q. S.

Bryan, Wm. P.

Beall, Fernando

Barry, D. Wm

Brook, B. John

Briscoe, Major

Baden, Wm.

Bartley, J.

Breed

Billingsly, Dr.

Ball, Thomas

Barry, David

Brown, Wm.

Bell, Mr.

C.

Curtis, Charles

Cox, Samuel

Calvert, Thomas

Cater, Ben

D.

Dean, Joshua

Dorrance, D & Wm

Dyer, R. Daniel

Darsey, L. Edward

Dyer Horatio

Dyer, Louis

Day, E.

Day, Bradley

Diggs, C. Daniel

Duavall, George

E.

Edelin, Ben

Edelin, Dr. James

Edelin, Baker

F.

Fowler, Wm

Frazier, John

G.

Gray, Notley

Givens, Sam. John

Gallahan, Sam

Garner, Daniel

Gwynn, F. B.

Gwynn, Wm. Jr.

Gwynn, Q. Ben

Gant, John

Goddard, Lawson

Goddard, Henry

Goddard, John

Gwynn, H. John

Griffen, P. W.

H.

Hunter, George

Hillerg, Dr.

Hall, Wm.

Heiskell, Dr. H. Peter

Hill, B. Joseph

Hardy, Wm

Harbin, Thomas

Higdon, John

Hoxton, M. Robert

Harris, Dr.

Hutchins, George

Hatten, C. Joseph

J.

Jenkins, George

Jarboe, Alfred

Jenkins, John

Jenkins, Wm.

K.

Knott, Thomas

Kirby, Levi

King, Daniel

Knott, Henry

Kaldenbach, Andrew

Kimmeman, Wm.

King, John

Kirby, James

L.

Latimore, Dr. Joe

Langly, John

Lee, James H.

Lusby, Horatio

Lusby, James

Lucas

Lusby, Lemuel

Lanham, R. H.

Langly, Joseph

Lambert, Dr. Colin H.

Lusby, Noah

Lanham, B. O.

Lowe, Lum

Lambert, John

M.

Magruder, Col. John H. L.

Marshall, Wm. H.

Muliken, Wm

Munson, T. B.

Middleton, Chas. S.

Muliken Francis

Miller George

Muliken John

Marbury, Fendall

Miller, Charles

Moore Henry

Martin, Henry

Martin, Henry

Murry, Wm

Muliken, Ben

N.

Nothey, John

O.

Orme, George

P.

Pool

Preuss

Peter S.

Payne, Andrew

Piles, Thomas

R.

Read, Thomas

Read, John

Read, Wm

Roberson, Thomas

Ridgeway, Leonard

Roberts, John

Roby

S.

Sweany, Richard

Smith, John

Sweany, Dennis

Sasser, Zadoc

Sheckles, Wm.

Soper, Thomas

Selvy, H.

Smith Wm

Soper, Nathaniel

Smith, (overseer for Dain)

Seamnes John (Negro)

Spear

Swan, Thomas

T.

Thompson, Hannibal

Turner, Thomas

Thompson, Samuel

Thompson, Gabriel

Thompson, John

Thompson, Daniel

Tenly, George

Thomas, Wm.

Tarman, Wm.

Tarman, Henry Sr.

Tarman, Philip

Talbert, Thomas

Thompson, Noble

Townsend, John

Thompson, Richard

Taylor, James

Tyler, Henson

W.

Webster, John

White, Aus

Walls, Nailor

Whitmore, James

Williams, Thomas

Wallis, Harrison

Wyvill, E. H.

Weber, John

Willet, Francis

Wills Leo

Webster, Philip

Warner’s, Messrs

Webster, Capt

[Significant entries: John H. Magruder       Bar & Blacksmith bill $72.00]



1 This book lists the open accounts with John Surratt, Sr.’s business in Surrattsville. The book begins with an index of names listing a page for each name. The page lists the amount owed, the item charged, and the date of the transaction. The editors list only the index of names.

(7:589–90)

F-103

J. H. Surratt’s handkerchief


	MARY E. SURRATT	(Defendant, 6:170–200)


“S” R.B. (JAO) P78 1865

Carroll Prison

April 28th 1865

Statement of Mrs. Mary E. Surratt, mother of Jno. H. Surratt1

Examined by Col. Olcott

Question: I have been sent by the Secty to examine you among others to see what statement you are willing to make about the circumstances of this murder. You are at liberty to decline answering but you will understand any statement you make will be used on your trial.2 You are a woman of too good sense not to know that it is better to refuse to say anything than not to tell the truth. When was the last time you saw your son, John H. Surratt?

Answer: Monday, week previous to Mr. Lincoln’s being murdered he took dinner at home.

Question: Had he been living constantly at home before that?

Answer: We have been in Washington some three or four months. Before that time all of our business was of course in Maryland where we came from. Sometimes he was a week at home and sometimes a week in the country. I thought it better for him to be in Maryland than here where there were restaurants & bad company. I thought this was not the place for a boy.

Question: Up to the time when you last saw him he had not been a resident of your house?

Answer: He would come and stay a week and he would then go away and stay a week.

Question: Up to that Monday how long had he been there continuously?

Answer: That day he came from the country. He had been gone a week perhaps; a few days more, I think. He left home Saturday the week before the Monday he came home. He was only Monday to dinner. He went away after dinner.

Question: Where did he go?

Answer: He did not tell me where he was going. I expected the draft to come off, and I wanted him to get money owing us and put whatever was necessary into the club there. When he came home I found he had not done so, & I commenced to scold him. He left the dinner table with Mr. Wiechmann. He asked him to walk down the street and started out of the house. I had no idea that he was going away. When Mr. Wiechmann came back I asked him where John was and he told me that he had bid him good evening & said that he was going away.

Question: You have never seen him since that time?

Answer: I have never seen him since.

Question: Do you know a man by the name of Atzerodt, or Port Tobacco?

Answer: Yes, sir. He came to my house to board. I had several rooms. I came from Maryland & I had no way of living except by renting the rooms and taking in a few boarders. I advertised in the “Star” several times that I had rooms to rent. I was down in the country & when I returned I found him there. He remained several days. I do not know how many days. He was not in the house but a few times. I found in his room some bottles of liquor, & when my son came home I told him that I did not want this man to board: that he kept bottles of liquor & I did not want him there. That is all of my acquaintance with “Port Tobacco”.

Question: How long was he there altogether?

Answer: Three or four or five days; not exceeding that I am sure.

Question: How long before your son left?

Answer: That was several weeks ago, I could not say how long.

Question: Did he have a horse while he was there?

Answer: I think he did ride to the house on one or two occasions while he was there. Twice to my knowledge he rode a bay horse there.

Question: How many times did you go to the country a week or two previous to the murder?

Answer: Twice.

Question: Who went with you?

Answer: The gentleman who boarded with me, Mr. Wiechmann; he drove me down in a buggy.

Question: Where did you stop?

Answer: At Mr. Lloyd’s who rents my place down there.

Question: What conversation did you have with Mr. Lloyd?

Answer: I do not remember any particular conversation. Mr. Lloyd was not home until I was going to start.1

Question: What time was that?

Answer: Friday evening.

Question: That is the day of the Murder?

Answer: Yes, sir.

Question: About what time?

Answer: I did not start from home until after dinner. I had received a letter from Mr. Caldwell2 in relation to a piece of land. The parties wanted me to show my deed. I only wanted to say that the deed would be ready when the parties paid me the money. I got the letter that morning.

Question: What time do you dine?

Answer: Usually late after Mr. Wiechmann comes from the office.

Question: What time did you get dinner that day?

Answer: Only took a lunch about one o’clock.

Question: After one o’clock you started?

Answer: Yes, sir.

Question: How long does it take to drive down there?

Answer: About an hour and a half.

Question: How long did you stop at Lloyd’s?

Answer: I do not remember.

Question: About how long?

Answer: I think we started from there about 5 o’clock to the best of my knowledge. When I got there I learned that Mr. Nothey,3 the man I had business with, had gone to Marlboro. I remained there as long as I could to see whether he would return. In this I had a letter written to Mr. Nothey stating what he could do. It was directed to the care of Captain Gwynn.4 Just as I was about to start the Captain drove up. I told him my business and left the letter also.

Question: How long a conversation did you have with Mr. Lloyd?

Answer: Only a few minutes conversation. I did not sit down. I only met him as I was going home.

Question: Where was Mr. Wiechmann?

Answer: He was there.

Question: He heard the conversation?

Answer: I presume he did. I do not remember.

Question: What did the conversation relate to?

Answer: He spoke of having fish & oysters. He asked me whether I had been to dinner, & said that he could give me fish & oysters. Mr. Wiechmann said that he would return home as he was in need of his bread & butter.

Question: What did you say about any shooting irons or carbines?1

Answer: I said nothing about them.

Question: Any conversation of that kind? Did you not tell him to have those shooting irons ready, that there would be some people there that night?

Answer: To my knowledge, no conversation of that kind passed.

Question: Did you know any shooting irons were there?

Answer: No, sir, I did not.

Question: Where about’s is Mr. Wiechmann?

Answer: I do not know. I have been here ever since. He went away from the house with a detective with the name of McDonough, or something like that.

Question: Where were they going?

Answer: I do not know. They came in Sunday morning & went away together.

Question: What time did you see Mr. Wiechmann?

Answer: Sunday morning about 10 o’clock.

Question: Did he pass Saturday night at your house?

Answer: No, sir.

Question: Where did he stay?

Answer: I do not know. He was with this gentleman. He left the house with him. I never saw him anymore.

Question: You mentioned the other day to Colonel Foster you had a man by the name of Wood, a Baptist minister, at your house.

Answer: Yes, sir. He remained there for a few days. He came there to board and on Friday evening he left saying that he was going to preach there on Sunday.2

Question: Where did he come from?

Answer: I don’t know.

Question: How did he happen to come to your house?

Answer: I advertised those rooms and he came to board.

Question: What time did he come?

Answer: I do not remember. It was several weeks ago.

Question: Was it before the inauguration?

Answer: I think it was in February. I do not remember & I would not like to state it.

Question: You could tell by the advertisement in the paper?

Answer: Yes, sir. He said he saw we had rooms to rent, and he wanted to get rooms and board. He was a stranger to me. I had never seen him before.

Question: What sort of a man was he?

Answer: Stout, black hair and eyes. He was a short stout man of few words. He did not seem inclined to talk. He seemed to be a young man, 20 years and odd.

Question: Did your son have any acquaintance with him?

Answer: Not that I knew of.

Question: What did he say his name was?

Answer: He said that his name was Wood.

Question: Did he give his full name?

Answer: No, sir. He said he came from Baltimore & that he was returning there to preach on Sunday. He said that he was a Baptist minister.

Question: How long did he stay?

Answer: A few days. He came some day during that week and left on Friday for Baltimore. He remained in his room most of the time.

Question: What was he doing?

Answer: I never go into my boarder’s rooms any more than if I were not there.

Question: Do you recollect the man who came to your house at the time of your arrest?

Answer: I do not. I thought he was someone calling for the gentlemen there. I never noticed him.

Question: You did not look to see whether it was this man Wood?

Answer: I only saw a stranger. I never saw him before. I never thought it was the Wood who was at our house.

Question: When did you get acquainted with Mr. Booth?

Answer: Some three months ago.

Question: Who brought him to the house?

Answer: He came to the house and asked whether my son was in. We always found him pleasant. His visits were short. I never knew anything about his private matters at all.

Question: Were his visits always visits of courtesy?

Answer: Yes, sir.

Question: Any business discussed?

Answer: No, sir. No political affairs. I do not think that his longest stay was over one hour.

Question: What part of the day did he used to come?

Answer: Sometimes in the day and sometimes in the evening.

Question: Did not an attachment spring up between him and your daughter?

Answer: Not particularly, I should suppose. Not that I knew of.

Question: He was a handsome man?

Answer: He was a handsome man and gentlemanly; that is all we know of him. I did not suppose he had the devil he certainly possessed in his heart.

Question: I should suppose from the papers and letters that Miss Surratt thought favorably of him?

Answer: If so, she kept it to herself. She never corresponded with him.

Question: Did he pay particular attention to anyone of the young ladies?

Answer: No particular attention. We were in the parlor together, and he did not pay particular attention to anyone.

Question: How long has your son known him?

Answer: Ever since he came to the house. I do not know whether he knew him before, or why he came there. I only know Mr. Wiechmann was with my son when they met at some hotel, the National I presume and there made his acquaintance.

Question: Mr. Wiechmann was well acquainted with Mr. Booth before they came together?

Answer: I do not know. I think Mr. Wiechmann was with my son when he was introduced.

Question: Your son never went to college with Mr. Booth?

Answer: No, sir. He went with Mr. Wiechmann to St. Charles, Ellicott Md.1 some three or four years.

Question: The night of the murder who was at your house?

Answer: No one except our own family. A gentleman I don’t know called to leave some newspapers for a niece of mine. He did not come in & I don’t think I saw him. The little servant girl took the papers.

Question: Anyone else?

Answer: No, sir.

Question: When did you first know of the President’s murder?

Answer: When a gentleman called at my house next morning.

Question: What time?

Answer: Just about day.

Question: A few hours after the assassination?

Answer: I suppose so.

Question: Who were there Saturday or Saturday night besides the detective police?

Answer: I do not remember anyone but the detectives.

Question: Who came there Saturday night?

Answer: I don’t know anyone but Mr. Kirby.

Question: Who is he?

Answer: He lives in Washington and is employed in the government service. Mr. Wm. Wallace Kirby; he lives on H Street between 4th and 5th.

Question: What did he come there for?

Answer: He generally calls upon us. He married a connection. I don’t remember whether he called before or after dark. He was alone. He was the only person who called, but I am not sure of it. If there was any others I do not recollect of it.

Question: Did three men call there on Saturday or Sunday night talking about your son & other friends who had disappeared?

Answer: I do not remember anyone speaking to me except Mr. Wiechmann, this detective and Mr. Holohan. I cannot say what the conversation was about.

Question: When was that?

Answer: Sunday morning when Mr. Wiechmann came and changed his clothes.

Question: Did Mr. Wiechmann have a lead colored suit of clothes in the room over the parlor, or was the one he wore that of Mr. Holohan?

Answer: I do not remember.

Question: Did Mr. Wiechmann wear light or dark clothes?

Answer: Sometimes he wore light and sometimes he wore dark clothes.

Question: Is Holohan a larger man than Wiechmann?

Answer: I think they are nearly about one size.

Question: I am speaking of the visit of three or more men to your house on Saturday or Sunday evening when you had a conversation with them.

Answer: I do not remember. There was no one there but detectives.

Question: Where did you have your conversation with the detectives?

Answer: In the front parlor.

Question: No conversation with them in the back parlor?

Answer: No, sir.

Question: The back parlor is the dining room?

Answer: The dining room is downstairs in the basement.

Question: Did you or not, have a conversation with three men in the dining room about your son asking whether they had seen your son and his friends & receiving the information they had seen them but dare not speak to them there were so many people about.

Answer: No such conversation, nothing of the kind, occurred.

Question: Have you a relative in the confederate army with the rank of General?

Answer: No, sir.

Question: What is your son’s rank?

Answer: I have no son in the Confederate army that I know of.1 The day of Mr. Lincoln’s inauguration he went to Texas, & the last I heard of him he was in Matamoras, Mexico. I have no knowledge there are any of my relatives in the army of either side. My husband had a Captain Surratt in this army and Captain Surratt in the rebel army, but I never saw either of them.

Question: [Paper deteriorated for a few words]___ ___ your son or Mr. Booth ___ _____ or Port Tobacco ever tell you that they had engaged in a plot to kill the President?

Answer: Never in the world if it was the last word I have ever to utter.



1 Mary Surratt was interrogated while a prisoner in the Carroll Annex of Old Capitol Prison. She was not transferred to the arsenal penitentiary until the next evening, April 29.

2 Colonel Olcott uses a form of the modern-day Miranda rule, advising Mary Surratt that anything she says may be used against her.

1 Lloyd arrived back at the tavern a little after 5:00 that evening. He had been in Upper Marlboro attending a trial. It was at this time that Lloyd claimed Mary Surratt told him “to get those shooting-irons and two bottles of whiskey ready, as some persons would call for them that night.”

2 The debt that Mary Surratt owed was to George Calvert, not Caldwell.

3 John Nothey owed Mary Surratt $479 from a parcel of land he purchased from her husband, John Surratt Sr.

4 Bennett Gwynn, a close neighbor of the Surratts in Surrattsville.

1 Lloyd’s claim that Mary Surratt told him to have the shooting irons ready proved to be lethal for her.

2 Mary Surratt admits that Mr. Wood (an alias used by Lewis Powell) had been a boarder in her house, but she knew him only as Mr. Wood or Reverend Wood, a Baptist minister.

1 St. Charles College, a Catholic seminary located in Ellicott’s Mill, Maryland.

1 Her oldest son, Isaac, was a sergeant in the 33rd Texas Cavalry.

(Defendant, 6:233–57)
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Statement of Mrs. Mary E. Surratt

April 17, 1865

Mary E. Surratt, residing at No. 541 H Street, Washington states:

That she has boarding in her house Lewis C. Wiechmann, a clerk in the Commissary General of Prisoner’s Office, General Hoffman. She has also boarding in her house Mr. Holohan and family; she has also boarding with her, but not living with her, her daughter, Anna E. & Misses Nora Fitzpatrick and Olivia Jenkins. She has another little girl who is not now with her. She says her youngest child is John, 21 years old, that she has not seen him since two weeks ago today; that is since the 3rd day of April, 1865.1 She further says: My son sometime since made the acquaintance of J. Wilkes Booth; I could not say exactly when; he has been coming to our house about two months; sometimes he called twice a day; we found him very much of a gentleman. I think my son invited him home the evening he was introduced to him; I did not hear him mention how he came to know him. My son is a country-bred young gentleman. I was not surprised that he should make the acquaintance of such a man as Mr. Booth because I consider him capable of forming acquaintance in the best society. I never thought a great deal of his forming Mr. Booth’s acquaintance, because he called very frequently when my son was not there; he called upon the rest of us sometimes. He would ask for my son, but not always; I don’t think that I ever knew him to leave an appointment for him.

Question: What was the bond that brought your son and J. Wilkes Booth together?

Answer: I don’t know, I am sure; I could not answer only as I suppose; he made it, as I suppose any other gentleman would and he invited him to the house.

Question: Has not this question occurred to you since the murder?

Answer: Yes, sir, but I could not account for it, and I think no one could be more surprised than we were that he should be guilty of such an act. We often remarked that Mr. Booth was very clear of politics; he never mentioned anything of the kind and it was a subject that we never indulged in.

Question: What are your political sentiments?

Answer: I don’t pretend to express my feelings at all; I have often said that I thought that the South acted too hastily; that is about the amount of my feelings, and I say so again.

Question: Did your son say where he was going when he left you?

Answer: He did not; when he left he was a little vexed. The draft was being enforced in Maryland, and I told him to go to Mr. Bell and pay in the fifty dollars for exemption. He came home and told me to never mind the draft. He went out with Mr. Wiechmann, who returned without him and said that he had bid him goodbye, and said he was going to call on a friend. I asked Mr. Hinsler, the grocer, if he had seen him, and he said he had called in on Monday evening. On Wednesday evening I received a note from him; that note came from Springfield, Massachusetts. He said he was lying over half a day; that he had overslept himself and the conductor neglected to wake him. He did not tell me where he was going, but I think he was going to Canada because I heard him say he would leave the country. Last fall he spoke several times of going to Europe. I supposed he had gone to Canada, but I had no particular reason for so supposing; he had not made any arrangements for going to Europe or Canada. I have hunted my house over, but cannot find the letter he wrote me. When I read it, I felt very much vexed, and pitched it on the windowsill and have not seen it since. He did not give any reasons why he had gone but said he was at Springfield, lying over half a day. The evening he was at home I saw him have two twenty dollar gold pieces; he said that he had had them in his pocket some time, and that he would get them exchanged. I do not know how much premium he got; I heard Mr. Holohan say he had got them exchanged for him. I supposed he exchanged it for the advantage of the exchange.

Question: If he expected to go to Canada why should he sell that money and get its value in greenbacks?

Answer: He might have wanted it for other uses.

Question: He had no more gold?

Answer: I don’t know.

Question: How did it happen you knew that he had just two twenty dollar gold pieces?

Answer: He said he thought Mr. Holohan would exchange them for him.

Question: No man on the round earth believes he went to Canada.

Answer: I believe it.

Question: No one can believe it; they would just as soon believe that a bird could fly if we cut off his wings. If he had gone and changed part of his gold into greenbacks,1 five or ten dollars of it, that would have paid his fare to Canada, and then, when he got into Canada, he would have had the balance of his money to live on; but if, on the other hand, he wanted to travel round the United States, he would use greenbacks; if, on the other hand, he wanted to go South, as he did, and as he had been ^and back^ before— Answer: I can’t say that.

Question: He would have put it into greenbacks, which would have commanded money.

Answer: He has never been away long enough to go South and back.

Question: How long does it take to go across the river?

Answer: I don’t know the width of the river.

Question: How wide do you suppose it is?

Answer: It varies, I suppose, but I never crossed it except at Alexandria.

Question: Do you know how wide the Potomac is at Fairfax?

Answer: I do not know; I never was there.

Question: It would not take a great while to go there.

Answer: I shouldn’t suppose it would.

Question: You certainly could go to Fredericksburg and back in four days, to Richmond and back in a week; and your son had been passing a great many times for a great while longer than that.

Answer: I don’t think he has.

Question: Oh yes, he has. Have I made any error in my record so far as his movements are concerned?

Answer: No, sir; that is all correct.

Question: You cannot explain how he makes the acquaintance of Booth; nor why he exchanged his gold for greenbacks. Can you explain how he makes any other acquaintance?

Answer: He doesn’t bring any to the house because he has been receiving but very few visitors.

Question: Don’t you know of his making the acquaintance of Mr. Atzerodt?

Answer: There was a man came to my house from Port Tobacco, looking for board, but I was not at home; we had two or three rooms that we would like to have rented after leaving the space below. I wanted to get a few boarders as we had two back rooms and I thought if I could get them filled I could live. They told him to remain until I came; when I came I found him rather a rough looking man.

Question: Did he stoop a little?

Answer: I think he was a little round shouldered. He was a German, I think. The name he gave was “Port Tobacco.” He remained only part of a week, when I found some liquor in his room; no gentleman can board with me who keeps liquor in his rooms, and I told my son that that man could not stay, that I could not board him.

Question: What sort of a looking person was he? What colored hair had he?

Answer: That I don’t remember; to the best of my knowledge, he had rather a bushy head.

Question: And when his hat was on his head the hair turned up a little on it?

Answer: I don’t remember seeing the man’s hat on.

Question: How much of his face did he shave?

Answer: I don’t remember indeed.

Question: He had a mustache?

Answer: I think he had; and some side-whiskers, I think.

Question: Did they have the appearance of having been dyed?

Answer: I don’t remember that.

Question: His whiskers were somewhat lighter than the hair?

Answer: Yes sir; I think his hair was dark.

Question: He used slang words?

Answer: Not at the table; the only time I ever met the man in the parlor was when I saw him to let him know whether he could board there.

Question: Did you ever see him on horseback?

Answer: I don’t remember.

Question: Was the tall horse of his called a bay horse?

Answer: I think it was a dark horse.

Question: He had a single footed pace?

Answer: I don’t know about that; but I never saw him riding; I saw the horse at the door.

Question: I want to know if there is another young gentleman who was at your house?

Answer: Yes sir; there was a man who staid there for two nights and a day looking for board.

Question: When was it that Atzerodt came to your house?

Answer: Who is he?

Question: The man you call “Port Tobacco”.

Answer: I can’t remember how long it has been but it has been some time ago.

Question: About how many weeks?

Answer: It has been more than a month, I think.

Question: It was prior to the 18th of last month?

Answer: It has been longer than that.

Question: That would be a month yesterday?

Answer: It was before that.

Question: Before he left your house, your son went with him when he went to get board at the Pennsylvania House?

Answer: I don’t know anything about that. I only know that I told my son I would not board him.

Question: Your son was not very willing to part company with him?

Answer: I don’t think he made an associate of him.

Question: What was the name of the other young man?

Answer: I think his name was Wood. There were some two or three, one was light complected, who staid about a week.

Question: What was his name?

Answer: Indeed, I don’t remember it.

Question: There was a young gentleman who used to meet your son, whose mother lives over the Navy Yard Bridge, David or Daniel Herold?

Answer: No such man ever visited my house, I assure you.

(Photograph of J. Wilkes Booth shown to witness)

Answer: That’s Mr. Booth, aint it?

(Photograph of Herold shown to witness)

Answer: I don’t know that man.

Question: He is a very intimate friend of your son’s.

Answer: Well, sir, I assure you he is not a visitor to our house, on the honor of a lady.

Question: Speaking of visiting at your house, I will bring the thing down a little nearer. I will be happy to have you give me the names of three men who came to you on Saturday and had a private conversation with you?

Answer: Last Saturday?

Question: Yes, madam.

Answer: No three gentlemen came to my house, I assure you.

Question: How many did come?

Answer: You mean the gentlemen who came in to search the house?

Question: No, you know who I mean.

Answer: I pledge you my word of honor that the only ^one^ gentleman who came there ^except^ Mr. Kirby. Father Wigit1 I think was in there to the best of my knowledge; and I don’t know if Mr. Kirby was there then on Saturday.

Question: I mean the three men who come to your house and you had a private conversation with them, and supposed you were alone, but you were not?

Answer: Last Saturday?

Question: Perhaps Friday. Now, I do not want to occupy your time specially; and I want you to tell me.

Answer: Upon my word, that I do not know; upon the honor of a lady, I do not remember anybody except Mr. Wiget.

Question: I can tell you what you said.

Answer: Perhaps I can remember, then.

Question: I can tell you what they wanted at your house, too.

Answer: Well, sir, if you will please to tell me, if I remember it I will tell you.

Question: You cannot remember anything about it?

Answer: Don’t remember of any gentlemen come to my house.

Question: Of the three persons, there was not a gentleman among them.

Answer: I don’t remember indeed.

Question: There were three men, though.

Answer: No, I don’t think, to my knowledge, if it was the last word I had to say that on Saturday anybody except Mr. Wicket unless Mr. Wallace Kirby was there.

Question: Do you make a distinction between day and evening?

Answer: No, sir, it is all the same to me.

Question: Or the night?

Answer: I call it all one.

Question: I don’t know but I have misunderstood you. Do you say to me that no two or three or four men ever came to your house the last three or four days, on Friday or Saturday or Sunday?

Answer: On Sunday I think three or four men came there while I was at church. I assure you on the honor of a lady that I would not tell you any untruth.

Question: I assure you on the honor of a gentleman, I shall get this information from you.

Answer: Whatever it is, I shall tell you.

Question: Now, I know they were there.

Answer: Well, sir, if you do, I do not.

Question: I mean men who called at your house and wanted to change their clothes.

Answer: Mr. Wiechmann and Mr. Holohan and one of the detectives came there; that might have been Sunday morning; they came in a carriage; that was, I think, on Sunday morning. Mr. Wiechmann went to his room and changed his clothes.

Question: What time Sunday morning?

Answer: I think about ten o’clock.

Question: Where were you?

Answer: I was sitting in the parlor with Mr. Wallace Kirby.

Question: I think you said you were at church.

Answer: I went out before that, they went up in Mr. Wiechmann’s room.

Question: What did you say to them?

Answer: Nothing except to say good morning or something of the kind.

Question: Will you tell me, in the presence of Almighty God, who first mentioned the name of Mr. Booth in that party?

Answer: I don’t remember.

Question: Indeed you do. I pledge you my word you do and you will admit it, and I should be very glad if you would do it at once.

Answer: If I could, I would do so.

Question: Reflect a moment, and I will send for a glass of water for you. (glass of water brought for witness) Question: Now, will you be kind enough to state who first made the remark in relation to Booth?

Answer: I don’t remember that his name was mentioned.

Question: Do you believe what he said?

Answer: What who said?

Question: One of the party.

Answer: Well, I don’t remember that Booth’s name was mentioned. I think, to the best of my knowledge, the conversation that took place was this. These gentlemen came in and asked me how I felt. I told them I felt as well as I could expect to feel, or something similar to that; then something was said in relation to my son. I think, to the best of my knowledge, that was the conversation.

Question: That is getting near it; you are getting on; now I call you back again. I want to know if you believe what was said about your son being in the theater with Booth?

Answer: There was nothing said about his being in the theater with Booth.

Question: Now, what I want to ask of you is, whether you think your son was there with Booth.

Answer: No, sir, I do not believe he was there; if it was the last word I had to speak.

Question: Now, I want to know what answer you made when that remark was made there?

Answer: If it was made; I pledge you my word of honor, I did not hear it; because, before I finished answering, Mr. Wiechmann stepped in and said, “I am ready now.” They were waiting for Mr. Wiechmann; they bid me good morning and walked out. If I remembered it, I assure you, if I heard it, I would tell you. I was too much hurt; you can imagine a mother’s feelings to hear such a thing from the face of one she did not expect.

Question: Who was in the room at the time?

Answer: Mr. Kirby and myself.

Question: Which of the young ladies?

Answer: None of them.

Question: Whose writing is that, Mrs. Surratt?

(letter shown to witness signed “Kate”)

Answer: I don’t know it, sir. My eyesight is not very good; is it in pencil?

Question: Yes.

Answer: Don’t know it.

Question: You do not know the writer of this letter, “Kate”?

Answer: No, sir.

Question: Did your son own any horses?

Answer: Yes, sir; two, a black and a bay, but he sold one of them.

Question: Is the black horse blind in one eye?

Answer: Oh, no.

Question: Where is he now?

Answer: On the farm.

Question: Has he kept any here in town?

Answer: Kept the bay horse here in town, and when he went out of town he rode him.

Question: A large, fine black horse?

Answer: Yes sir; he is pretty thin now; it was a large horse, and I concluded we could not keep two, and I told my son to sell one horse.

Question: Had he a wavy tail, what the ladies call crimp in the hair?

Answer: No, sir.

Question: Here is this expression: “Virginia ought not to call for aid in vain.” J. Wilkes Booth, Washington, DC Mary B something, Washington, Miss Anna Surratt.

Answer: I reckon she can take a thousand oaths that she never corresponded with a gentleman except Capt. F. Surratt.

Question: Do you own a farm down in the country yet?

Answer: Yes, sir. I rent it out.

Question: What stock have you on that farm?

Answer: I have had a couple of cows and two horses. It is about all the stock it retained; I believe one of the cows is dead, and one of the horses sold, and I have now one cow and a horse.

Question: You have one horse; what sort of a horse is that?

Answer: A black horse.

Question: A valuable animal?

Answer: He was once, but he has got down so thin, hacking about this winter, that he is not very ^worth^ much now.

Question: How much of a horse was the other one?

Answer: He was not worth much more. He was a bay horse.

Question: You sold him?

Answer: Yes, sir.

Question: To whom did you sell him?

Answer: I don’t know who my son sold him to.

Question: When did you see the black horse?

Answer: I have not seen him for some time now, he had his shoulder cut so badly that he was not fit to use.

Question: Cut how?

Answer: The gentleman who rents the place wanted him to go to Washington, and put on a harness too large for him.

Question: How much would the horse be worth in good condition?

Answer: I don’t know indeed; I am not much of a judge that way.

Question: Is he a large horse?

Answer: Yes, sir.

Question: Black?

Answer: Yes, sir.

Question: A very fine looking horse?

Answer: When he was in order he was a fine looking horse.

Question: He is very well known through the country?

Answer: Yes, sir.

Question: He is yours still?

Answer: Yes, sir; he ours still.

Question: Did you meet this young man arrested this evening within two or three days and make an arrangement with him to come to your house this evening?

Answer: No, sir. The ruffian that was in my door when I came away? He was a tremendous hard fellow with a skullcap on, and my daughter commenced crying, and said those gentlemen came to save our lives. I hope they arrested him.

Question: Did you have any arrangement made that ^with^ a person as that to do anything about your premises?

Answer: I assure you I did not.

Question: He tells me now that he met you in the street and you engaged him to come to your house.

Answer: Oh! Oh! It is not so, sir, for I believe he would have murdered us, every one, I assure you.

Question: Did he have anything in his hand?

Answer: He had some kind of a weapon.

Question: When did you see him first?

Answer: Just as the carriage drew up; he rang the doorbell, and my daughter said; “Oh! There is a murderer.”

Question: Did you ever engage a man to come and clean your yard?

Answer: No, sir. I engage a black man; I never have a white man.



1 Mary, in all likelihood, did not know where her son was. John Surratt had left Washington on April 5 and arrived in Montreal on April 6. General Edwin G. Lee, taking over the Confederate secret service operation in Canada, sent Surratt to Elmira, New York, and this is where he was at the time of Lincoln’s assassination.

1 One dollar in gold was worth $2.50 in greenbacks. John Surratt’s two $20 gold pieces would be worth $100 in greenbacks.

1 Father Bernardine Wigit, a Catholic priest who was friends with Mary Surratt and her son John, would accompany Mary Surratt on the gallows at the time of her execution.

1 John T. Holohan boarded with his wife and children at Mary Surratt’s boardinghouse in Washington.

(2:624)
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Surratt, Mrs. M. E.

Notes and accounts in favor of and against Mrs. Surratt, as administratrix of the estate of Jno. H. Surratt Given to J. T. Holohan1 Agt. of Anna Surratt August 18th


	OSCAR (AUSY) [OSWELL] SWAN2	(6:227–29)
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Statement of Oscar (Ausy) Swan,

Confined in Old Capitol

Ausy Swan live about two miles from Bryantown Md. I know Capt. Samuel Coxe. I met two men on Saturday night April 15 about 9 o’clock. I had heard of the murder of the President. These men asked me the way to Mr. Burtles’s; dark and could not see their faces. I was on foot when they asked. They told me to get my horse and show them the way. They asked me if I had any whiskey. I gave them some and some bread. They offered me $2 to take them to Mr. Burtle. Before I got to Burtles’s they asked me if I could take them to Capt. Coxe, if so they would give me $5 more. I took them. One was a small man the other was lame & had a crutch. The small man said the other man broke his leg. I saw it was the left leg that was broken. When they got to Coxe, they got off. It was near midnight. Coxe came out with a candle. He said “How do you do.” They went in and remained 3 or 4 hours; I staid outside. When they came out they were alone. Coxe did not come out with them. The small man went some little distance, when the lame man called and said “don’t you know I can’t get on.” The small man then came and helped. The small man told me to put my hand under his foot and lift him up which I did. One said when they were mounted “I thought Coxe was a man of Southern feeling.” They did not come out of the gate as far as I saw. The gate is ¼ of a mile from the Coxe’s house. Before I got to Coxe’s the small man said “Don’t you say anything. If you tell anything that you saw anybody you will not live long.” I saw nothing more of them. I got back home which is 12 miles from Coxe’s about sunrise.

In all they paid me $12.00.

(confined in the Old Capitol)



2 Swan, a free black, guided Booth and Herold across the Zekiah Swamp to the house of Samuel Cox, known as Rich Hill. Swann’s statement contradicts that of Mary Swann in that Booth and Herold went into Cox’s house and remained for several hours before being taken to the pine thicket where they hid out for five days.


	MARY SWANN1	(6:160–61)
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Statement of May Swann (colored)

April 26, 1865

Bryantown Md.

May Swann, colored girl, living at the house of Capt. Samuel Coxe, four miles from Allen’s Fresh, Md. on the Centreville road, states: I remember some men come to our house on Saturday night before Easter Sunday. It was almost day when they came; the chickens had begun to crow for day. The men were both standing in the yard on the grass. I did not see their faces, but saw their clothes. One of them had on a pair of light pants, and one of them had on a black coat. One had a stick in one hand and he was leaning on it; it was at his left side, and he was leaning on it. They were standing in the yard when I went to bed. There was two of them, and another man was standing back, but I did not see any horses. They went on the piazza, but I do not know whether they went into the house of not. I was in the dining room. I did not see them eat or drink anything.



1 Mary Swann was a former slave of Samuel Cox, owner of Rich Hill, the house where Booth and Herold were taken by Oswell Swan (no relation). They arrived shortly after midnight. Swann was present at the time of Booth’s visit.

(6:162–64)
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May 8th 1865

A Swan, (a colored girl in charge of Col. Baker, living at Capt. Coxe’s) says:

Three men came to the house on Easter Saturday night; do not know who they were.2 The people had all gone to bed. Someone rapped at the door, and Capt. Coxe got up and put on his pants and went to the door. I was in the dining room, where I sleep.

The middle door, opening into the dining room, was open. Capt. Coxe sleeps in the bedroom adjoining the dining room. They rapped at the door and I called Capt. Coxe and told him someone was rapping. He told them they should not come into the house, as they were strangers to him.1 I got up and looked out at the window and saw three men in the yard. I could not see their faces, only their forms. They did not come in the house, as he refused to let them in. I did not hear any more. If they came in I did not see them. Did not put on my clothes. I did not lay awake long. I heard Capt. Coxe shut the door on them. Nobody got them anything to eat or drink that I know of. The next morning Mrs. Coxe asked Master (Capt. C) who they were, and he said he did not know; that they were strangers. The next night some persons came & stayed all night. I was not in the house when they first came. I saw a man standing in the front yard with a stick in his left hand. That was the first night when these people came. I did not see any horses at all.

It was almost daylight when they went away.



2 The three men were Booth, Herold, and their guide, a free black named Oswell Swan.

1 According to Oswell Swan, Booth and Herold went inside and visited with Cox until daybreak, when Cox sent word to Thomas Jones to come. Several years later Mary Swann admitted that the two men had gone into Cox’s house. Booth and Herold were in Cox’s home for several hours before being taken to the pine thicket.


	THOMAS SWANN	(6:270–71)
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Statement of Thos. Swann of Prince Georges County, Md.

April 29th 1865

Thomas Swann of Prince Georges County, Spalding Dist. Being duly sworn states:

I know Herold. I first saw him about a year ago in Walsh’s Store. Two days, I think before the 24th Jan. he asked me on the street near Walsh’s if I would take his horse to winter. I did at the rate of $15.00 per month. On the 24th of February he came with another man, a small man with black whiskers and took away his horse in my absence without paying the fifteen dollars due me. I afterwards asked him for the money. He said he had no money but would let me have his saddle for twenty-five dollars; he afterwards said for $22.50. I told him I would receipt his bill and give him seven dollars cash and take the saddle. He told me the saddle was at Pope’s to whom he owed some money; but if I would pay Pope seven dollars Pope would give me the saddle. I asked Tom Pope and he said that was all right. The last time I saw Herold was a few days before Easter in Carrico’s Store at the Navy Yard on 11th Street near the bridge. He was alone. My place is two miles the other side of Fort Baker.

Thomas Swann


	BENJAMIN SWEERER1	(PW, 6:266–69, Poore II:128, Pitman 59)
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Statement made by Benjamin Sweerer of the 9th Regiment of Md. volunteers in the office of J. L. McPhail, Pro. Marshal Gen. For the State of Maryland Baltimore Md.

May 24th 1865

I belonged to the 9th Regiment of Maryland Volunteers. I was taken prisoner at Charlestown, Va. by Major H. Gilmore’s command, attached to Gen. Imboden’s forces. Gilmore and his men robbed me and my fellow prisoners of all they could find about our persons, without leaving us entirely naked, taking hats, caps, boots and what monies we could not succeed in hiding from them. We complained to Gilmore of the treatment we were receiving. He would give us no satisfaction. On General Imboden arriving at Charlestown, we were delivered over or taken charge of by him, in the bad condition Gilmore and his men had placed us, bareheaded and footed, and the small amount of funds. Some of us had succeeded in secreting about our persons, and by the General marched in this condition to Staunton, which took seven days, during which time we received kind treatment from him, the best I believe he could give us, under the circumstances. We remained at Staunton one night and then put in charge of Captain Imboden, a son of the Generals, and conveyed by rail to Richmond. We were there turned over to Major Turner, having the charge of Libby Prison,2 and by him placed in what was called Scott’s building forming a part of the Prison. The following morning after being placed in confinement, we were robbed of all the monies we had succeeded up to that in secreting, by order of Major Turner, leaving us in a penniless condition. We were kept here seven or eight days. Our rations were very scant. We were then transferred to Bell Island,3 where I remained for five months the first two of which I was compelled to be without shelter, or anything to lay upon but the bare earth, and without blanket. Our rations were exceedingly small during these two months, which consisted of cornbread and about three ounces of meat a day for about one half the time. During the remaining three months I was a prisoner, the rations were greatly decreased. So much so that it was impossible for men to live upon them. Had I been kept there under the treatment received a few weeks longer, I could not have survived. I had witnessed my fellow prisoners die from starvation and exposure, and I may say from cruelties otherwise. I have seen their dead bodies laid outside the entrenchment where we were confined and let remain there for seven or eight days before they were removed for burial. We were not only used badly as respects our food, but were brutally used in many other ways and not infrequently some of us shot without the slightest provocation. I was released on the 9th day of March, 1864, by being exchanged, after nearly five months being a prisoner, having been made such on the 18th day of Oct. 1863.



1 Sweerer was called as a prosecution witness to testify to the harsh conditions of Libby Prison and, later, Belle Isle Prison.

2 Libby Prison.

3 Bell Island (Belle Isle) was a Confederate prison camp located on an island in the James River opposite Richmond.


	BRIGADIER GENERAL B. J. SWEET	(3:12–13)
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Brig. Gen. B. J. Sweet

Letterhead: Headquarters Post, Camp Douglas, Chicago, Ill May 14, 1865

Col. H. L. Burnett

Judge Advocate Washington, DC

My Dear Col.

Allow me to introduce Rev. W. H. Ryder, ^D. D^., pastor St. Paul’s Church, Chicago, Ill., who reports to you as instructed.

Mr. Ryder is a gentleman of most excellent character, an earnest, efficient patriot, and enjoys the entire confidence of all loyal men in this community, and wherever known. I commend him to your most courteous consideration.

Your friend,

B. J. Sweet

Bvt. Brig. Gen.





T


	DR. CHARLES TAFT	(7:664–66)


F-120

Envelope that contained Bullet removed from Lincoln

Flap side two signatures of Edwin M. Stanton across seal of envelope plus wax

seal

Other side:

Probe & Envelope containing bullet and bones taken from the brain of Abraham Lincoln1 by Dr. Stone April 15, 1865 in presence of Dr. Taft, Acting Asst Surgeon Hospital Signal Camp

Edwin M. Stanton

S. Taft2

Actg. asst Surg. USA

371 F. St. bet. 8th & 9th


	C. F. TAGGERT	(2:243–44)
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C. F. Taggert

Parkersburg, W.Va. April 22nd

Hon. E. M. Stanton

Secretary of War

Dr. Sir,

I have been patiently watching for the capture of the parties concerned in the murder of our late President and the assassination of the Secretary of State. The result of watching is well known, I have served in the US Vol. Service the term of three years and the greater portion of that time was served in special or secret service. I enclose the opinion of one of the best officers in the service of West Virginia. Now sir, I propose to again take the trail providing you furnish me with necessary means and lend your cooperation. I am confident of success. I have several items and from them and the acquaintances I have formed will, I am confident, make the chain of conviction complete and open the road to the assassins. Allow me in conclusion to say I do not want the reward that is offered, neither will I accept it if successful. The thanks of my friends would be ample remuneration for the effort.

Trusting this will meet your approval & cooperation

I have the honor to subscribe myself

Your Obt. Servt.

C. F. Taggert



1 These artifacts are in the collection of the National Museum of Health and Medicine, Washington, D. C.

2 Present at Lincoln’s autopsy were Surgeon General Joseph K. Barnes; Dr. Robert Stone, the family physician; and army surgeons Charles Crane, Charles S. Taft, William Notson, Janvier Woodward, and Edward Curtis. Woodward and Curtis performed the autopsy.

(2:245)

“T” 87 (JAO) 1865

Lieut. Col. J. R. Smith

Mil. Comdr. of Michigan

Col.,

Foregoing was placed on my hands this day and instructions to proceed to Governor Boreman1 at Wheeling West Virginia for the purpose of organizing a Police force in this Dept. I cannot conscientiously do so without first consulting you as you are at present my immediate Comdr. & as ever I wish to acquit myself honorably & to the satisfaction of yourself and the Dept. you command.

Very Resp

Your Obt Servt

C. F. Taggert

Parkersburg, WV

May 8th 1864

(2:246)

Hdqrs. Post

Parkersburg W. Va.

May 8th 1864

His Excellency A. Q. Boreman

Governor

I take pleasure in introducing to your favorable consideration Mr. C. F. Taggert. Have been acquainted with him for the last two years and have no hesitancy in saying that I regard him a gentleman in every sense of the word.

He enlisted in the U S Service in the outbreak of the war. Three month after his enlistment, by order of Gen. Rosecrans he was assigned to Secret Service Dept. W. Va. Subsequently was transferred to Lander officiating with credit to himself, until Gen. Lander’s death. Afterwards was employed by Gen. Shields and then Gen. Banks, where his operations were marked with success; lastly by Gen. Slocum. This last of his operations in Secret Service in the field. He was taken prisoner at the battle of Chancellorsville. Since his exchange, he has been operating as US Secret Police under different Commanders. If you can arrange it so, would be pleased to have him assigned to the Dept. of W. Va. as an organization of U. S. S. Police would, in my opinion, greatly assist the Government.

Yours Resp.

Jas. S. Simpson

Major

Comdg Detachments



1 Arthur I. Boreman was elected the first governor of West Virginia.


	PETER TALTAVUL1	(4:38, PW, Poore I:179, Pitman 72)


Peter Taltavul

Says he keeps a restaurant saloon next door to Ford’s theater; that Booth came into his place 10 minutes before the murder and called for whiskey and water. Herold was this ^there^ the same ^night^ inquiring for Booth.



1 Proprietor of the Star saloon adjoining Ford’s Theatre on the south side. Booth was a frequent patron of the saloon.

(6:368–72, PW, Poore I:179, Pitman 72)

“T” R.B. (JAO) P86 1865

22nd April 1865

Taltavul, Peter

Peter Taltavul, a partner of Grillo in his restaurant ^saloon^ near Ford’s theater says that Booth, whom he knows, has been in the habit of coming to the saloon since he has been in partnership with Grillo, which began in the last day of last December. Booth was introduced to Have not heard Booth say anything about the President; Used to come in sometimes two or three times a day & frequently had company with him. Booth was very reserved; never said much; Never heard him say anything either for or against the President. I was Whenever there was talk of any battles he would go out.

On the night of the murder I saw him in the restaurant ^saloon^. Booth came in about 10 minutes before the murder was committed. The curtain of the second act had just fallen, and at that time we generally have a very large rush of customers. Towards the last of the rush Mr. Booth came in. I was at the lower end of the bar. Said he, “Give me some whiskey” in a hurried manner. I gave him some whiskey, and there being some other gentlemen waiting I went to waiting on them, forgetting to give Booth some water, as we usually give a glass of water at the same time with whiskey. He said, “Give me some water” very hurriedly. I handed him some water and he drank it and went out. It was not more than 8 or 10 minutes before somebody rushed in and said “The President is murdered.” I said “Oh pshaw!” or something like that, thinking my informant was in fun. All at once I heard a bustle of feet like a multitude of people, and I looked out at the door and saw ^the^ people come in out of the theater, making a great noise. I gave orders to shut the door as I did not want the crowd in there. It was probably 50 minutes before we could get the crowd out of the house; Went home about half past 11.

Have another place at the Navy Yard and generally stay there during the early part of the day, but spend the latter part at the theater saloon. On this day I was there at 3 or about 4 o’clock. Did not notice whether Booth took a large drink or not. I think Mr. Grillo, who plays in the orchestra, came in at the same time that Booth did. Grillo came behind the bar and Booth came in front & asked for a drink. Generally when Booth came there he was talking about the oil, as though he was engaged in the oil business; and once he showed me some circulars of oil creek or something of that kind. I never had much to say to him about it from the fact that he never opened the conversation. Sometimes I would not see him for a week, and then all he would come back again.

I know Herold. Have known him since he was a boy. He has probably been in my barroom half a dozen times since I have been there. I formerly kept a confectionery shop and he used to come in and get ^buy^ confectionary. Have not seen him in the barroom at the Navy Yard for at least three months. Did not see him on the night of the murder.

Did not know Atzerodt. Did not know Surratt. Herold came into my barroom either on the night of the murder or the night before. I cannot remember which. He walked up to me in my restaurant at Ford’s Theater and asked me if I had seen Booth, and I told him I had not. He asked me if he had been there that evening; I told him no. I can’t say whether it was Thursday or Friday night.


	T. TAPLEY	(3:899–904)


“T” 642 (JAO) 1865

T. Tapley

Chief of Detectives

Head Quarters Military Governor

No 127 King Street

Alexandria, Va. April 22nd 1865

Brig. Gen. J. P. Slough

Sir,

I have the honor to report that Monday morning, April 17th, 1865, while in bed sick, my father came to me in company with Mr. James Sitch (this was in the City of Newburyport, Mass). Sitch was excited and said that he was sure that Booth was in his house the afternoon before.

Statement of James Sitch: I live near Amesbury Bridge; about 3 o’clock PM Sunday a man drove up to my fence, with a fine sorrel horse and open concord buggy. He appeared excited; knocked; my wife went to the door and he wanted something to eat; said he would like some ham or dried beef to take with him. We had none; told him so. He was much excited and said that he was on business for the government; first from Washington, asked for milk. He drank about a quart and asked for eggs; my wife got six. He broke them into more milk and drank them and called for more. We gave him six more. He ate them in the same manner and called for more; kept looking at his horse from the window. We gave him three more and two large goose eggs. He ate them, in all 17 raw eggs. I took particular notice of him; it was so strange, and asked him many questions about Mr. Lincoln. He appeared much excited and said that he was almost crazy he had so much business on hand for the government; was going to Canada; said that he left Washington Saturday morning; that he was standing within 11 feet of the President when he was shot. He jumped up suddenly and said that he must be in Concord that night. I told him he would not drive that horse. He laughed and said he would buy another; that this was the third already. Told him his bill was 35 cents, and he threw 50 cents and hurried away. As soon as he got on his horse; started on a run for Amesbury.

I (Tapley) got out of bed and told him not to speak to his wife until I got to his house. I drove to his house and found that a hotel was but a short distance this side of Sitch’s house. Mrs. Sitch was as positive as her husband, and repeated the whole conversation over again and gave me the following description of the man; height about 5 feet 9 inches; weight 175 pounds; hair very black; eyes black; mustache black; whiskers chin black; complexion dark; wore a black felt cap; dark sack coat; woolen shirt; pants light mixed; dark vest; drove a dark sorrel horse and an open concord buggy.

I immediately went to Amesbury and found that the man mentioned was seen going through the town about 4:30 o’clock PM Sunday and took the road to Exeter NH. I went to Exeter, Manchester, Kingston and back to Exeter where I at last found his track accidentally as he did not stop at any public house on the road.

Statement of John Welch

Thomas Shrink and myself were driving from Amesbury Sunday night and a stranger came up to us. He drove a sorrel horse and buggy. He appeared to act strangely and asked us some questions. Asked me (Welch) to ride with him. I got in and he took a bottle of whiskey out and treated me. He had a book with all the roads marked down, and asked me a good many questions. Said he had just come from Washington and was going to Canada, on business for the Government. I asked him why he did not travel by railroad; he said that he was not allowed to, but must drive through; that he would buy another horse as soon as that one gave out. I saw him take out a large book; and saw a great deal of money, at least 10 one hundred dollar bills. As soon as we got in Exeter, I got out and tried to get him to go in and take a drink; said he could not stop, and left taking the road to Dover. I told the folks in the hotel about it, how strangely he acted, but no one thought anything about it.

In Manchester I learned from Hon. Daniel Clark that Booth was in that city a short time before; that he had a relation by marriage living there, and what was more strange, he said that it was reported in that city that Mr. Lincoln was assassinated at 5 o’clock Friday night, before the deed was done. I tracked the man to within 10 miles of Dover.

Respectfully

Your Obt. Servt

H. T. Tapley

Chief of Military Detectives

Alexandria, Va.


	S. TAPLEY	(3:907–10)


“T” 644 (JAO) 1865

S. Tapley

Headquarters Military Governor

No. 127 King Street

Alexandria Va. April 22, 1865

Brig. Gen. J. P. Slough,

Sir,

According to instruction from you, I called upon Col. Taylor to make a statement in regard to the very suspicious person seen in Mass. He looked at your note and referred it to Col. Foster. I told Col. Foster I was ordered to report to him and make a statement. He said he hoped I was not reporting under arrest. I told him I was not. Col. Taylor came in and called him out. He came back in about fifteen minutes and I told him of this most strange conduct of this suspicious person.

He appeared to disbelieve the whole thing; wanted to know if it was sworn to, and when I told him about Welch drinking with this man, and the amount of liquor Welch said he had, he wanted to know if your Gen. Order No. 4 was in force. I would state for your information, that Mr. Sitch and his family are most respectable and reliable. If Col. Foster was to see them, he would be ashamed to question their veracity. Probably Col. Foster doubts mine, as he has shown intense prejudice since he has known me. Mr. Sitch can be found by telegraph to Newburyport, in care of the Constable, Mr. Batchelor, who listened to their statement, and went to Portland after the man, thinking he had gone that way, but missed him. John Welch and Thomas Shenck, are to be found in Exeter, N. H. Whoever this man is, he is using the most strenuous efforts to avoid observation. He is traveling a circuitous route to Canada.

Respectfully

Your obt. Servt,

H. T. Tapley

Chief of Military Detectives

Alexandria, Va.


	ADELINE TASKER	(3:821–23)


“T” 617 (JAO) 1865

Tasker, Adeline

April 26th 1865

Adeline Tasker (colored) living in Freedman’s village states:

I formerly belonged to Jas. Owens, of City of Bristol, Anne Arundel County, Md., two miles above Pig Point. The house is a large brick, painted blue, stands on the public road. I came from there on Monday. When I was down there, the gentlemen were rejoicing much about Uncle Sam’s being dead, ^shouting and hurrahing^. When I was there and asked them what they were shouting about. They said Uncle Sam was dead and that “the son of bitch ought to have gone four years ago.” Ab Owens, Dennis Owens and James Owens all said so; and they were all much rejoiced about it. They said Uncle Sam had brought us all to a bad run by attempting to set all the Negroes free, and now he has brought you to a pretty drink. By Uncle Sam they meant Abraham Lincoln.

Adeline Tasker

X her mark


	B. F. TAYLOR	(3:306–9)


“T” 465 (JAO) 1865

Taylor, Lt. Col. B. F.

Headquarters 2nd Md. Vols.

June 4th 1865

Brig. Gen. Fry

Provost Marshal Gen.

General,

I have the honor to forward you the enclosed two letters which my colored servant found near camp. I would call your attention to the expressions contained therein. One of them is dated from Concord Station, Erie County, Pennsylvania.

Very Respectfully,

Your obt. Servt

B. F. Taylor

Lt. Col. Comdg

“T” 465 (JAO) 1865

Concord, May the 3 65

Dear Neuve, I take my pen in Hand to Write thues few lines to yo, Hoping to find yo in good Health, as this leaves me and family in—thanks Be to god. Dear Neuve, i am now to Work on the Atlantic and Great Western RR at Concord—the family are yet at North East—twenty-fore miles from North East. you Wanted to Know hoe reads my letter—I doe myselfe—if yo are going to sind that money, sind it to North East—let me know Where yo inlisted and How much bounty yo got. I generlly go home every second Saterday night. I am Boarding with a cousien of Denney Ryan’s—let me Know if yo Will stop this yeare—if yo should Want to come Home yo Could take the atlantic and great Western at Cleaveland on the Sumbery at Erie and Come to Concord and When you Come to Concord incuire for John McGrath. I was G___D___ glad to Heare of old Abe’s death—yo Can Put What yo Have a mind to in your letter, I read it my selfe.

seen Jeimey Carty go By here here about twoe Weeks ago. I did not have time to talk With him. Joney Huse is at home now. Jery and Cathern are living in David Ceaps house.

Direct your letter to

Concord Station, Erie Co. Pa

No mor at preasant from uncle Kerein Lawless


	J. D. TAYLOR	(3:351–53)


“T” 481 (JAO) 1865

Taylor, Capt. J. D.

Letterhead: Judge Advocate’s Office, District of Indiana, Indianapolis, Ind. May 20th 1865

Col. H. L. Burnett

War Department

Washington DC

Colonel: The first night I spent in this city I heard you say incidentally that an officer serving on two courts martial was entitled to per diem on both orders or on both counts. Gen. Hovey is of the same opinion. Since the middle of January I have served on both courts as Judge Advocate, working about 15 hours per day; have tried about 30 cases per month, and done an immense amount of other business. Capt. Wilson having expressed some doubt in regard to my being entitled $1.25 per day on both counts, I requested him to refer the matter to Col. Hoyt who writes that he thinks I should have permission from the Secretary of War to draw per diem on both courts. If this is necessary, I will be very much obliged if you will have the Sec. of War so direct Capt. Wilson.

It is not a very large amount but I do not like to lose this much per diem, especially when the increased price of rations does not reach me or officers on detached duty. I do not care about it a single day longer if they will relieve me of one court which I have asked before. The Gen. only asked me to act on both courts for a while, but so much business had accumulated that I had to do so for some time and I wish to be allowed per diem for the past and do not care about any provisions for the future as one court is all I hope to conduct.

Whether your decision, Holt’s, or direction from Sec. Stanton controls this question is known to you and I have the honor to submit the same. I have done two officers duty. I am very Respectfully, Your Obedient Servant

J. D. Taylor, Capt. & J. A.


	J. H. TAYLOR	(7:392–94)


F-78

Memorandum from Taylor, April 16, 1865

Letterhead: War Department, Washington City

Sunday evening, April 16, a Negro woman (person and residence known) heard several men under her window talking; went to the window & saw 4 or 5 men; listened; heard one say “John will get him yet, he has guards, but we’ll manage it; throw pepper in the eyes of the G_d D__d guard, ring the bell and rush in”; afterwards, heard a man say (in the same party) “we must get that Goddamned fellow Grant too”. The woman reported to Col. Ingraham Pro. Mar. Gen. D. N of Potomac, and gave the information April 17, AM.

J. H. Taylor

AAGen


	JOHN W. TAYLOR	(4:494–96)


“T” R.B. (JAO) P41 1865

Washington

April 25th 1865

John W. Taylor

John W. Taylor of Union Town Eastern Branch Maryland states:

I saw Herold and another man last Tuesday in Queen Anne Village. The other man was square built in black clothes. He looked like a city man; did not limp. Have known Herold two years. I recognize this as his likeness (on being shown photograph album) I notice him particularly wondering what he was doing in that neighborhood.

John W. Taylor


	R. M. N. TAYLOR1	(7:85–87)


F-20

Glenville, O. January 5th 1880

J. B. Cox Esq.

Phil.

Dear Sir,

Your letter of December 17th did not reach me until the 1st. I have not been well for some time and consequently did not go to the city. I am very sorry that there has been so much delay. I fear it may interfere with Miss McHenry’s plans. I am trying to work up the particulars in regard to the glass. Mr. Cooper the Supt. of the _____ [sic] think it would be a hard matter to find the old McHenry House Registers. I will try and get all the information you require and write to you soon. Again please present my regards to Miss McHenry and say that I will make every effort to get the full particulars as requested.

Respectfully Yours,

R. M. N. Taylor



1 Taylor was manager of the McHenry House in Franklin, Pennsylvania, where Booth stayed on June 10 and 29 while tending to his oil investment.


	THOMAS TAYLOR	(3:712)


“T” 585 (JAO) 1865

Taylor, Thos.

Baltimore, June 13th 1865

Dear Sir,

I have good reasons for believing that Power is Francis Power, son of Dr. Power who lived near Reisterstown in Balt. Co. but now living in the west.

If so, Mrs. Julia A. Duncan can give valuable evidence in his case as he, Power, was at her house several times previous to the killing of Mr. Lincoln. He had plenty of money, well-armed, and said he belonged to the Rebel service and several times visiting the city of Baltimore staying only a day or 1 night. He was very restless and watchful. She now lives in Baltimore, 498 Franklin St.

Yours,

Thos. Taylor, 238 Saratoga


	WILLIAM TAYLOR AND JULIA BIRD	(6:483–84)


“T” R.B. (JAO) P101 1865

21st April 1865

Taylor, William and

Bird, Julia

William Taylor and Julia Bird, colored people, state that they live at the Lichau House as servants; that they have heard Lizzie Batchins Batchelor, Julia Ross, washer woman and cook, and Frank Roth, who are also servants at the Lichau House, say, nearly every day since the assassination of President Lincoln, that they were glad he was killed, that he ought to have been killed long ago, and that they hoped the assassins would never be caught.

William X Taylor

Julia X Bird


	HARRIET S. THAYER AND CATHARINE YOUNG	(3:896–98)


“T” 641 (JAO) 1865

Harriet S. Thayer and Catherine Young

April 24th 1865

Harriet S. Thayer & Catherine Young, living on First Street East, Between D and South Carolina Avenue, state that they heard a person ^woman^ named Harmony, alias Frank Abells, say that she knew that there was a plot to blow up the Capitol, and that it would be inside of three months, and that if they would give her a reward of $10,000 she would fetch the persons that was to blow it up; that this was said by her April 23rd (yesterday). She said there were 22 kegs of powder deposited there now; that they had been placed there recently and by Littles. When asked by them what made her think so, she said, “I don’t think so, I know it.” That this Frank Abells had claimed to be or have been a Govt. Detective & wore the badge of the War Department; and that she had said, she wished Secretary Stanton had been shot, too; and if he had she would have held up her hands and shouted “Glory”.


	DANIEL J. THOMAS	(2:1023–24, PW, Poore I:435, III:306, Pitman 173, 174)


“T” 314 (JAO) 1865

Daniel J. Thomas

Daniel J. Thomas of Chas. Co. Md. met with Dr. Mudd at the house of John H. Downing about eight weeks ago (8 weeks previous to May 18) when Mudd said the south would never be subjugated under Lincoln’s administration because it was his opinion that the whole cabinet were abolitionists and they all would be killed within six or seven weeks from that day and also every union man in the state of Maryland. Said that the oath, which he’d taken in order to vote he did not consider worth a chew of tobacco. Mudd afterwards stated to Thomas that he had said what he had mainly to frighten him.1



1 Several witnesses who testified on Mudd’s behalf discredited Thomas’s testimony against Mudd during the trial.


	ALEXIS [ELECTUS] THOMAS	(6:363–67)


“T” R.B. (JAO) P85 1865

Alexis Thomas

Carroll Prison, April 28th, 1865

Alexis Thomas, (colored) (examined by Col. J. A. Foster)

I live with Henry L. Mudd; he is the father of Dr. Samuel Mudd. Henry L. Mudd’s place is three miles above Bryantown this way; I saw a man there on Saturday afternoon.1 I was in the garden and saw the man coming. He was mounted. He was a young man tolerable good size; clean, smooth face; no mustache at all.

Question: Not very tall?

Answer: Not very tall.

Question: Mounted on a light bay?

Answer: Yes, sir.

Question: What did he do?

Answer: When I first saw him he passed up toward Bryantown; a little while after he came back, which made twice I saw him. When I saw him again he came to me.

Question: Did he speak the first time?

Answer: He merely nodded. When he came up he said “I am entirely lost, which way is the East, the west and the south?” I told him as nigh as I could. He asked me where the sun rose and the sun set, and I told him as near as I could come at it. He asked me whether did not Dr. Sam live about. I told him yes, and which way to get to the doctor. A while after he asked me “could he stay here?” I told him I did not know, but I would go and see. Then he says, “I will not trouble anyone tonight. I will take the swamp for it.” He said, “Is there a large swamp here?” I said yes. I told him where. I told him if he took the swamp and followed it down it would take him to Bryantown bridges. He asked me how I would like to go to Bryantown with him. I told him I would not like it at all. Whether he went the way I told him or not I cannot say. Before he got out of sight my wife had been pulling me for fear the man would injure me. As soon as he went away I went into the house.

Question: You knew the President had been killed?

Answer: I did not.

Question: Why were you afraid?

Answer: Because the people around talked of the man who killed Mr. Watkins.

Question: Did the man come back again?

Answer: This was the last I saw of him.



1 The man Thomas met near Henry Lowe Mudd’s house was David Herold. Herold and Booth became lost looking for a way around Bryantown to avoid the Union troops headquartered there.


	E[LECTUS] THOMAS2	(4:47–48)


Testifies that he lives in the house of Mr. Mudd, father of Dr. Samuel Mudd; that Herold rode twice past him and re-past; inquiring the routes to Allen’s Fresh and to a large swamp in the rear of it, and finally was directed by him partially to the place, he telling the direction of the compass.

E. Thomas (colored)



2 Electus Thomas was a former slave of Henry Lowe Mudd, Samuel Mudd’s father, and stayed on as a laborer on the elder Mudd’s plantation. See also Alexeius [Electus] Davis (colored) (4:261–63).


	ELUCTUS [ELECTUS] THOMAS	(6:376–79)


“T” R.B. (JAO) P87 1865

Eluctus Thomas (colored)

April 21, 1865

Bryantown, Md.

Eluctus Thomas, colored, living with Henry L. Mudd, three miles from Bryantown, Md., being duly sworn, deposes and says: On Saturday last, April 15th, somewheres in the afternoon, and I think between three and four o’clock, while I was at work at home, a young man came along. He was a clean made, neat built man, about 5 ½ feet tall; neatly dressed in some sort of cassimere clothes. He rode a bright bay horse, a very smart horse. He was on the road between Beantown and Bryantown coming towards Bryantown, three miles from Bryantown. He was riding very fast and did not stop. In a little while, I don’t think he had time to go to Bryantown, he passed me again, and went on the road toward Beantown, towards the forks in the road which are about a half-mile off. I saw the same man again, as near as I could make out about dusk the same evening on foot, he was coming from towards Beantown, and came to me and said, “Uncle, where am I at?”1 I told him he was at a place called Henry Mudd’s. Then he said he was entirely lost; that he did not know where the east nor the west was, and asked me which was east and which was west. I told him as near as I could. Then he asked “Where does the sun rise and where does it set?” and I told him as near as I could get at it. Then he asked me if there was not a Doctor Sam lived about there somewhere. I told him yes, and told him which way he could go to get there. Then he asked me, “Who lives here?” I told him it was Henry L. Mudd. Then he asked, “I wonder could I stay there tonight?” I said, “I don’t know, I think old marster’s gone over to the Doctors.” Then he said, “I think I won’t bother anyone tonight” and then he asked, “Isn’t there a large swamp near here?” I told him yes, and he asked which was the way to go to it, and I told him, pointing out the way by our tobacco house and told him to walk strait forward and he could not miss it. Then he asked me how would I like to go to Bryantown. I told him I could not go at all. “Well,” said he, “I will take the swamp anyhow, I won’t bother anybody tonight” and he left. As he left, he said, “When I get to the Bryantown Bridges, I know them.” He then went down toward the tobacco house, but it was so dark that I could not see him so far as the tobacco house. When I saw this man coming, my wife, a man named Poumes and Mr. Eckton were nearby, but they all left me before he reached me.



1 Booth and Herold left the safety of Dr. Samuel Mudd’s house at dusk (civilian twilight ended at 7:12 P.M.) on Saturday, April 15.


	JOHN C. THOMAS	(3:155–56, DW, Mudd, Poore II:250–54, Pitman 184)


“T” 416 (JAO) 1865

Thomas, John C.

Woodville, P. George’s Co. Maryland May 30 1865

Col. Burnett,

Dear Sir, It appears from my evidence before the Military Commission as published in the papers that the [unreadable section] misunderstood me in one particular which I would be glad to have corrected. As published it reads thus; He said it was certainly true, and that he had made that statement to him in Bryantown. What I said or meant to say, to the court, was that my brother said he had made that statement to them in Bryantown, that is, to the soldiers there.

Your obt. Servant

John C. Thomas1



1 Dr. John C. Thomas testified that his brother was an unreliable witness. His request to clarify his statement (DW, Mudd, Poore II:254, Pitman 184) was not made in the final transcript.

(3:161–62, DW, Mudd, Poore II:250–54, Pitman 184)

“T” 419 (JAO) 1865

Thomas, John C.

Aquasco P. G. Co, May 20th 1865

Judge Burnett,

Dear Sir,

I am now suffering from inflammation of the bowels & diarrhaea which has exhausted me to a very great degree, so that I am entirely unable to come to Washington as requested and hope you will excuse me therefrom.2 In fact I know nothing about the parties implicated and am at a loss to know what is expected from me. My brother made a mistake in his evidence of which he is now convinced and is willing to testify in regard to his conversations with me, which was after Dr. Mudd’s arrest or after the assassinations and not before. The substance of the conversation was exactly as stated in evidence.

Yours Etc.

John C. Thomas



2 Thomas testified on May 26.


	RICHARD THOMAS	(2:373–74)


“B” 101 (JAO) 1865

Saturday night

Dear John,1

I wrote this morning but I was very unwell & have since been more so, and I have not a very distinct remembrance but I expect it was a rather curious letter after your very kind one which I have read over several times. I was in a hurry to get mine off for the mail, so I hope you will not feel burnt if it appeared different from what it ought to have been. I am most thankful to you for your letter. I can assure you that they have aided me more than you think, but I must stop here.

All day I have been lying down. I am weaker than usual & besides have had much neuralgia. The weakness alone if it is great in [unintelligible word] does not annoy me, on the contrary it is most singularly pleasant and I often then feel very great content and certainly wish to pass off thus quietly & happily, believing that I and all who love me would be [unintelligible word]. This last fact annoys me much.

R

[Handwritten notation]

21

Richard Thomas


Feb. 16th

Recd 17th



1 Found among Booth’s papers in his room at the National Hotel.

(2:375–77)
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Wednesday Evening

Dear John,2

Here come another letter. I feel afraid that I am unmercifully taxing your patience. That is not what I meant at all. I am unmercifully taxing your patience and I am afraid that you will be annoyed. I know I wrote you one this morning but I forgot to tell you that you seem to comprehend something about my character while even my brothers & mother appear to be in such really remarkable darkness.

I have read over again their letters, which is about all that I have done since I wrote to you, as I am not well today and have been sitting with drawn curtains. I find that the red light thus produced has a very quieting effect.

I hope you will excuse this but I assure you that the desire to write you and tell you this is somewhat peculiar.

It was most fortunate that I wrote to you the other day. I hope that George will soon consult with you. Mother writes that my uncle has not the means which I supposed. It really seems that I am only trouble to all my friends. It annoys me a good deal.

Good night, it is better not to write any more.

17

Richard Thomas


Feb. 14



2 Found among Booth’s papers in his room at the National Hotel.


	G. R. THOMPSON	(7:13–15)


F-05

Washington Dec. 2, 1859

Messrs. J. C. Atzerodt & Bro.1

Gentlemen,

We hold a note of yours which we were compelled to take up; we sincerely hope you will attend to it; we are extremely hard up; we will esteem it a great favor if you will make some arrangement regarding it. Please send us some money, ever so little will be acceptable.

Please do not delay the matter any longer; also you will find the balance of you’re a/c $8.55.

Trusting to hear from you

We remain

Yours truly etc.

G. R. Thompson & Bro.



1 John Atzerodt and George Atzerodt.
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“T” 707 (JAO) 1865

Thompson, J.

Montreal, CE

February 17th 1865

Mr. B. A. McDonald,

Dear Sir,

Mrs. McDonald has applied to me for a paper which has been signed by three of the young men whose names have been connected in the public papers with the burning or attempt to burn N.Y.3

This paper was placed in my hands to be given up whenever I thought it became their duty to expose themselves to serve you. They are now gone & I hope are in the Confederate States. Of this last fact I am not yet assured, however. The time has not come in my judgment when I should part with this paper, but I am willing at any time to write a letter to Gen. Dix in which I will state that Williams and Maxwell who seem to have been the persons with whom you are charged to have been connected came to me of their own accord and stated that you knew nothing whatever of their purposes in New York or what business they were engaged in, in NY. They merely asked you as their friend to take charge of some trunks & other property for them and keep them while they were gone to Phil. where at the time they expected to go; that they left their money with Mr. Caldwell as he seemed to have charge of the strong box of the establishment. When the excitement sprang up consequent upon the effort to burn the city, they thought it best to leave and wrote you a letter requesting you to have their plunder or the articles left to be forwarded to Canada. You knew nothing of what they designed to do; what they did do or where they intended to go or did go. They noted and still note the thought that you should suffer from a suspicion of a connection with them so unjust and so unfounded. To persecute you for what one thousand businessmen in your city of highest standing would have done for theirselves is the highest degree unjustifiable. No letter of such a purport from me written upon honor to Gen. Dix will serve you any valuable purpose with him. I will take pleasure in making the statement, but if they will have nothing it is worse than useless to do anything.

With strong sympathies for you & your family in your unjust & unjustifiable confinement, though a perfect stranger to you, I am very truly

Your Obt. Svt

J. Thompson



2 Thompson was sent to Canada by Jefferson Davis in April 1864 to take over the operations of Confederate agents and initiate a campaign against the North in an effort to lower morale.

3 Burning of New York.

(7:64–68)
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Cipher Letter to Davis from Thompson,1 Oct. 13, 1864

Letterhead: United States Military Telegraph.

Key to Davis-Thompson Cipher.

Cipher from Jacob Thompson to Jeff Davis Oct. 13 1864 and reply Oct 19 1864

Wpyowr zdnispatch hkg [sic] received yesterday the carrier reports great difficulty getting through Yankee lines. Hence the delay. T. Holcombe is already on his way. Washington is certainly not garrisoned sufficiently to defend it until assistance arrives and we would by no means advise any movement in that direction unless there be some very great prospect of success. Our generals must be the judges of that part. Of this there can be no use denying, that no matter how we may influence the action of the governors of some states in regard to the raising of troops, we can have no influence upon the people and a movement on our part toward the north will be the very surest and easiest way for our enemies to increase their already large force. Thousands, who will not volunteer for duty in the south have on each former occasion of the advance of our army, rushed to arms for the emergency, and will surely do so again. We would be fighting under the same disadvantage that our enemy is now, no movement of the kind unattended by decided success will have any beneficial influence in Europe. We again urge the immense necessity of our gaining immediate advantages. Strain every nerve for victory. We now look upon the reelection of Lincoln in November as almost certain and we need to whip his hirelings to prevent it;1 besides with Lincoln reelected and his armies victorious we need not hope even for recognition, much less the help mentioned in our last.2 Holcombe will explain this. Those figures of the Yankee armies are correct to a unit. Our friends shall be immediately set to work as you direct.



1 Jacob Thompson, Clement C. Clay, and James P. Holcombe were Confederate commissioners stationed in Canada.

1 Lincoln’s reelection, at one point in doubt, became enhanced with Sherman’s victories in Georgia and Sheridan’s victories in the Shenandoah Valley.

2 Thompson accurately reflects the conclusions of most Confederate leaders in stating that Lincoln’s reelection would mean no chance of recognition of the Confederacy.
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State of Maryland, Washington Co. to wit:

On this 25th day of April 1865 before me the subscribed Justice of the Peace of the State of Maryland in and for Washington County, personally appeared William Thurston and after being duly sworn according to law, doth depose and say that he on or about the 8th day of July 1864 he saw John D. Reamer in company with a Rebel officer in a private alley in Hagerstown and which in conversation with the said officer, he, Reamer drew from his pocket a sheet of paper, and after explaining what was written thereon gave the same to the said officer as they came out of the alley, and the officer told said Reamer that he would have it attended to that evening. Sworn before J. W. Cook, JP
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Letterhead: Tiffany & Co.,3

(late Tiffany, Young & Ellis)

Importers and Manufacturers,

No. 550 Broadway, New York and Rue Richelieu, No. 79 Paris

Diamonds and other precious stones, Silver Ware, Fine Jewelry, Watches, Clocks,

Bronzes, Plated Ware, Desks, Dressing Cases, Fine Stationery, &c. &c.

New York Feb. 21 1865

Sold to Mr. J. Wilkes Booth

Term Cash

Braiding Hair Ring    150



3 Found among Booth’s papers in his room at the National Hotel in Washington.
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Tiffany, D. B.

Xenia Ohio

June 1st, 1865

His Excellency,

The President of the US

Dear Sir,

The following statement of facts may be of some importance or they may not.

I have served three years as a soldier. Two years of that time, I was detached from my Reg’t, the 14th Ohio Vol. Infty, for duty at Camp Chase O. as Prison Postmaster. In that capacity I became well acquainted with most of the Rebel prisoners confined there. In the Spring of 1862, there were brought to Camp Chase about one hundred and forty of John H. Morgan’s men, captured at Lebanon Kentucky, and among those prisoners there was one by the name of Lewis Payne, a Kentuckian, I think.1 This Payne was said to have been one of the party who was engaged in the murder of one Capt. Wilson, of the fourth Ohio Cavalry near Nashville, Tenn. in 62. This man Payne was about 23 years of age, about 5 feet 10 inches high, I think, hazel eyes and set wide apart; long hair, chestnut color; good teeth and a very good looking man; would weigh about 160 or 170 pounds. This description I only give from memory. A full description could be had from the Prison books at Camp Chase. This Payne has not a very vicious look, or that of a bad man, but his reputation about the prison was that of a very bad man. I ask pardon of the worthy President if I have done wrong in writing in making the above statement.

I would refer to the following gentlemen who know me; Hon. Ex. Gen. David Todd, Hon. Samuel. Galloway, Col E. L. Webber, 88th Ohio, Capt. Wm. Miles, past QM Nashville Tenn. of the 14th VRC.

I am Sir,

Your most humble servant

D. B. Tiffany



1 Confusion over Lewis Thornton Powell’s name. Payne and Paine were aliases used by Powell.


	WM. B. TOLLES	(2:867–70)
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Tolles, Wm. B.

Savannah, Ga. May 1st 1865

Hon. Edward M. Stanton

Sec. of War US

Honored Sir,

I would respectfully ask of you, if deemed by you advisable under existing circumstances, to forward to me a description of the man Herold or any other parties suspected as being the murderer or accomplices therein of our lamented President Lincoln. My reasons for this request I will briefly state.

One of a party of five all bound for Charleston SC, on the steamer “Fulton” which sailed from NY April 15, 1865, claimed to have a friendly & intimate acquaintance with President Lincoln; Exhibited his autograph which he claimed to have received from President Lincoln himself on the eve of the 7th of March; spoke of having met him often and always in the evening; that the President often made his arrangements to attend the theater & was often detained by the press of business, referring particularly to the eve of 7th of March. On that eve he informed Mrs. Lincoln that he would go out by eight (8) o’clock, but that by reason of unexhausted business he did not attend but that Mrs. Lincoln attended the Theater without him. This same party was privately intimate with other parties on board the steamer who were unmistakably devoid of moral character. One of them professedly an “old tar” and all of them professing to have been in the Confederate services for different periods of time. One claimed to have been at work in the Navy Yard near Washington for some month, another of the party whilst in his stateroom remarked to his comrade, the old tar, that he dreamt of going into the room where Lincoln was dying last night singing as usual & they told me to keep quiet, I told them to go to H___L & went on with my song. The party that claimed to have an intimate acquaintance with President Lincoln also claimed to have had two brothers in the rebel army one of them had been killed, the other was on board the steamer with him.

As you will discover from my writing my suspicions were aroused in regard to this party by the fact that the party who claimed to be on such intimate terms & high standing with President Lincoln associating himself with the other class & that in a private manner; each party always manifesting by the expression of his countenance extreme pleasure and satisfaction over the accomplishment of some object. I am unable to give you all the particulars that aroused my suspicions but were I able to present before you the parties that you might scrutinize their physiognomy I doubt not that you would cause their arrest and examination.

As to myself, I would say that I have served nearly three years in the Federal Army lastly in command of the 105 O. V. I. That I received a pass through the kindness of Brig. Gen. J. A. Garfield,1 representing 19th Dist, Ohio to whom I would respectfully refer you for further information, or through Hon. Reuben Hitchcock 18th Dist. Oh., to Senator Wade of the same Dist.

Trusting that should this note prove to be of no importance in regard to the subject to which it refers, that you will accept it as an expression of my deep anxiety to secure into the hands of justice one & all of the parties who plotted the assassination of our late President.

Whilst I remain very Respectfully, Your obt. Servant,

Wm. B. Tolles



1 Future president James A. Garfield.
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Envelope:

Postmark: Boston Mass. Feb 19

Address: J. Wilkes Booth Esq., Ford’s Theater, Washington DC

Sunday

Boston Feb 19, 1865

My Dear John,2

Did not get your photographs until last evening so I send them by this mail to Ford’s Theater, Washington as June tells me you will be there now. Saw June last eve.

How is the “Ile”?3 I hear you are forming new companies all the time and that you have enlisted “Baum” etc.

When do you come this way? Would be glad to see you.

Received a line from Ben Lowell this morning. He is in St. Louis doing nicely.

We are having a great business with the N. Queen houses continue full every night.

Write me soon.

Always yours,

Orlando Tompkins



2 Found among Booth’s papers in his room at the National Hotel in Washington.

3 Booth wrote to his good friend Orlando Tompkins in Boston asking him to have a photographer there reproduce a dozen of Booth’s photograph. “June” refers to Booth’s older brother, Junius Brutus Booth Jr. “Ile” refers to Booth’s latest oil ventures.


	ALFRED THOMAS ARCHIMEDES TORBERT1	(4:329)
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Hdqrs Army Shenandoah

May 31st 1865

Brig Gen. C. C. Morgan

Chief Staff Mid Mil. Dist.

General,

I have the honor to send you Private Horn, C.S.A., who is supposed to know something of Lemos. He is mentioned in my letter of yesterday.

I am General,

Very respectfully

Your obt. Svt

A L. Torbert

Bvt. Maj. Gen. Comdg.



1 Brevet Major General Alfred Thomas Archimedes Torbert commanded a Union cavalry division in the Army of the Shenandoah.

(4:330–33)
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Head Quarters Army of Shenandoah,

Middle Military Division,

May 30, 1865

Gen. Morgan Ch. Staff MMD

Sir,

I would respectfully call your attention to an article in the accompanying paper copied from the New Haven Journal. And also the letter addressed to Wm. C. Horn. I know Lemos spoken of in the first article. He was a scout in this army last fall and I always thought him a consummate scoundrel.

I have Wm. C. Horn a paroled prisoner on arrest at this place and will send him to you for examination. He was arrested last December in Newtown? By St. Draper, 21st NY Cavalry and another man (Lemos I think).

It seems he was brought to this place and was not turned over to any guard, but a while after he and Lemos went to Baltimore and were there about ten days.

When they returned, Lemos furnished him a horse and put him through the picket line. St. Draper should be arrested (as he, I believe), had charge of the scouts and arrested this man Horn and be made to account for his going to Baltimore and going through the picket lines. The man Reid spoken of in Annie’s letter was formerly of Co. F. 12th Va. Cav. And acting as one of the scouts with Lemos & Draper and Horn saw him last in Richmond. Annie is the sister of Horn and is married to Mr. Andrew Pabst, no. 128 Columbia St. Baltimore.

I have sent an officer to Baltimore to have the Provost Marshal arrest him and try and find out from him where Reid is, who she says has left. Every exertion ought to be made to catch Lemos. He is endeavoring to get to Liverpool.

Yours truly,

A. G. Torbert

Brig. Gen. Comdg

(2:540–42)
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Torbert, Brig. Gen. A. T. A.

Endorsement: Resply forrwd for the information of the Hon. Sec. of War, Gen.

Hancock being absent. Duncan S. Walker, A. A. G.

Letterhead: United States Military Telegraph, War Department

Rcd. 10.40 PM

Winchester Va. April 26th 1865

Gen. C. H. Morgan

Chief of Staff

I have learned from one of Chief of Staff Reno’s officers that at Mount Jackson last Friday a woman dressed in deep mourning and closely veiled passed up the valley and a paroled officer who talked to her said that she had just come from Washington since the assassination. No women has passed through here from Washington since that time. Lt. Col. Chapman of Mosby’s command tells me that Mosby’s wife was in Lynchburg when our forces captured it and that he had sent for her. If she has not left the city and can be found out, he might be caught by watching and following her. Major Parsons is here, I will do all I can on the other side of the Blue Ridge in the matter, A. T. A. Torbert

Brig. Gen.

N.B. Maj. Parsons is the officer sent out with scouting party in Loudon Co.
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Philadelphia, Pa.

21st April 1865

I. H. Torrance

Wm. Armstrong

Pennsylvania Bible House

N. W. Corner Seventh and Walnut Streets

Philadelphia, April 21st, 1865

Irvin H. Torrance, Secretary

Hon. E. M. Stanton

Secretary of War

Hon. Sir,

Participating in the universal anxiety to have the murderer arrested, in conversation this morning it was suggested that if the War dept. would have Booth Photographs extensively in all the larger towns, and cities of the Union so that his face might become familiar to the public, by placing it in cars, steamboats, etc. it would be a sure method of his detection.

We beg leave to make the above suggestion leaving the detail of arrangements with you.

A copy taken a short time ago of Booth can be had in this city. It is now in the hands of a detective.

Respectfully Yours

I. H. Torrance

Wm. Armstrong


	H. R. TRACY	(4:437–38)
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Tracy H. R.

Endorsement

Mr. Philips thinks that he could identify the companion of Mr. Booth on this occasion and he answers to the description of the assassin of Mr. Seward.

Monday,—day news of Lee’s surrender was made public, Booth and a companion was met by H. B. Phillips, acting manager of Ford’s Theater, on Fourteenth Street. Phillips was in company with a Mr. Pleasants of the Atty. Generals Office. Phillips asked Booth to go in (to Jesse Birch’s) and take a drink. Booth said he would take a drink. “He would do anything to drive away the blues.” Phillips asked “What gives you the blues?” Booth replied “this news is enough to give any man of right feelings the blues.”

Booth subsequently entered into conversation, while the parties were drinking, with Mr. Phillips companion, and afterward remarked that he (Booth) was a rank rebel.

The above was related to me by Mr. Phillips.

H. R. Tracy


	SERGEANT HUGH TRADGER	(4:566–68)
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Hugh Tradger

Sergt 63rd NY Vols.

Camp near Alexandria

May 29, 1865

Camp near Culpeper

May 29th 1865

To

The Judge Advocate General

U. S. Army

Washington D. C.

Sir,

I beg to transmit the accompanying General Order No. 111 dated Adjutant & Inspector General’s Office, Richmond, December 26, 1862; which was picked up during the late campaign and which may be of use in the forthcoming trial of Jefferson Davis.1

I am sir,

Very respectfully

Your Obd. Servant

Hugh Tradger, Sergt. 63rd New York Vols.



1 Transmits copy of Confederate G.O. 111 declaring Major General Benjamin F. Butler a felon and declaring that all commissioned officers under Butler are to be treated as “robbers and criminals deserving death.”

(4:569–71)

Adjutant and Inspector General’s Office

Richmond, December 24, 1862

GENERAL ORDERS

No. 111

I. The following Proclamation of the President is published for the information and guidance of all concerned therein: By the President of the Confederate States—A Proclamation.

“Whereas a communication was addressed, on the 6th day of July last (1862), by General Robert E. Lee, acting under the instructions of the Secretary of War of the Confederate States of America, to General H. W. Halleck, General in Chief of the United States army, informing the latter that a report had reached this government, that Wm. B. Mumford, a citizen of the Confederate States, had been executed by the United States authorities at New Orleans, for having pulled down the United States flag in that city before its occupation by the forces of the United States, and calling for a statement of the facts, with a view to retaliation, if such an outrage had really been committed under sanction of the authorities of the United States: “And whereas (no answer having been received to said letter) another letter was, on the 2nd August last (1862), addressed by General Lee, under my instructions, to General Halleck, renewing the inquiry in relation to the said execution of said Mumford, with the information that in the event of not receiving a reply within fifteen days, it would be assumed that the fact alleged was true, and was sanctioned by the government of the United States: “And whereas an answer, dated on the 7th August last (1862), was addressed to General Lee by General H. W. Halleck, the said General in Chief of the armies of the United States, alleging sufficient cause for failure to make early reply to said letter of 6th July, asserting that “no authentic information had been received in relation to the execution of Mumford, but measures will be immediately taken to ascertain the facts of the alleged execution, and promising that General Lee should be duly informed thereof: “And whereas, on the 29th November last (1862), another letter was addressed, under my instructions, by Robert Ould, confederate agent for the exchange of prisoners, under the cartel between the two governments, to Lieutenant Colonel W. H. Ludlow, agent of the United States under said cartel, informing him that the explanations promised in the said letter of General Halleck, of 7th of August last, had not yet been received, and that if no answer was sent to the government within fifteen days from the delivery of this last communication, it would be considered that an answer is declined: “And whereas, by letter dated on the 3rd day of the present month of December, the said Lieutenant Colonel Ludlow apprised the said Robert Ould that the above recited communication of 29th of November had been received and forwarded to the Secretary of War of the United States: “And whereas this last delay of fifteen days allowed for answer has elapsed, and no answer has been received: “And whereas, in addition to the tacit admission resulting from the above refusal to answer, I have received evidence fully establishing the truth of the fact that the said William B. Mumford, a citizen of this confederacy, was actually and publicly executed in cold blood by hanging, after the occupation of the city of New Orleans by the forces under the command of General Benjamin F. Butler, when said Mumford was an unresisting and non-combatant captive, and for no offense even alleged to have been committed by him subsequent to the date of the capture of the said city: “And whereas, the silence of the government of the United States, and its maintaining of said Butler in high office under its authority, for many months after his commission of an act that can be viewed in no other light than as a deliberate murder, as well as of numerous other outrages and atrocities hereafter to be mentioned, afford evidence only too conclusive, that the said government sanctions the conduct of said Butler, and is determined that he shall remain unpunished for his crimes: “Now, therefore, I, Jefferson Davis, President of the Confederate States of America, and in their name, do pronounce and declare the said Benjamin F. Butler to be a felon, deserving of capital punishment. I do order that he be no longer considered or treated simply as a public enemy of the Confederate States of America, but as an outlaw and common enemy of mankind, and that in the event of his capture, the officer in command of the capturing force do cause him to be immediately executed by hanging; and I do further order that no commissioned office of the United States, taken captive, shall be released on parole before exchange, until the said Butler shall have met with due punishment for his crimes.

“And whereas the hostilities waged against this Confederacy by the forces of the United States, under the command of said Benjamin F. Butler, have borne no resemblance to such warfare as is alone permissible by the rules of international law or the usage’s of civilization, but have been characterized by repeated atrocities and outrages, among the large number of which, the following may be cited as examples: “Peaceful and aged citizens, unresisting captives and non-combatants have been confined at hard labor, with balls and chains attached to their limbs, and are still so held in dungeons and fortresses. Others have been subjected to a like degrading punishment for selling medicines to the sick soldiers of the Confederacy.

“The soldiers of the United States have been invited and encouraged by general orders to insult and outrage the wives, the mothers and the sisters of our citizens.

“Helpless women have been torn from their homes, and subjected to solitary confinement, some in fortresses and prisons, and one, especially, on an island of barren sand, under a tropical sun; have been fed with loathsome rations that had been condemned as unfit for soldiers, and have been exposed to the vilest insults.

“Prisoners of war who surrendered to the naval forces of the United States, on agreement that they should be released on parole, have been seized and kept in close confinement.

“Repeated pretexts have been sought or invented for plundering the inhabitants of the captured city, by fines, levied and exacted under threat of imprisoning recusants at hard labor with ball and chain.

“The entire population of the city of New Orleans have been forced to elect between starvation, by the confiscation of all their property, and taking an oath against conscience to bear allegiance to the invaders of their country.

“Egress from the city has been refused to those whose fortitude withstood the test, even to lone and aged women and to helpless children; and after being ejected from their homes and robbed of their property, they have been left to starve in the streets or subsist on charity.

“The slaves have been driven from the plantations in the neighborhood of New Orleans, till their owners would consent to share the crops with the Commanding General, his brother, Andrew J. Butler, and other officer; and when such consent had been extorted, the slaves have been restored to the plantations, and there compelled to work under the bayonets of guards of United States soldiers.

“Where this partnership was refused, armed expeditions have been sent to the plantations to rob them of every thing that was susceptible of removal, and even slaves, too aged or infirm for work, have, in spite of their entreaties, been forced from the homes provided by the owners and driven to wander helpless on the highways.

“By a recent General Order (No. 91), the entire property in that part of Louisiana lying west of the Mississippi river, has been sequestrated for confiscation, and officers have been assigned to duty, with orders to gather up and collect the personal property, and turn over to the proper officer, upon their receipts, such of said property as may be required for the use of the United States army: to collect together all the other personal property, and bring the same to New Orleans, and cause it to be sold at public auction to the highest bidders—an order which, if executed, condemns to punishment, by starvation, at least a quarter of a million of human beings of all ages, sexes and conditions; and of which the execution, although forbidden to military officers by the orders of President Lincoln, is in accordance with the confiscation law of our enemies, which he has directed to be enforced through the agency of civil official. And finally, the African slaves have not only been excited to insurrection, by every license and encouragement, but numbers of them have actually been armed for a servile war—a war in its nature far exceeding in horrors the most merciless atrocities of the savages.

“And whereas the officers under the command of the said Butler have been, in many instances, active and zealous agents in the commission of these crimes, and no instance is known of the refusal of any one of them to participate in the outrages above narrated: “And whereas the President of the United States has, by public and official declaration, signified not only his approval of the effort to excite servile war within the Confederacy, but his intention to give aid and encouragement thereto, if these independent States shall continue to refuse submission to a foreign power after the first day of January next; and has thus made known that all appeals to the laws of nations, the dictates of reason and the instincts of humanity would be addressed in vain to our enemies, and that they can be deterred from the commission of these crimes only by the terms of just retribution; “Now, therefore, I, Jefferson Davis, President of the Confederate States of America, and acting by their authority, appealing to the Divine Judge, in attestation that their conduct is not guided by the passion of revenge, but that they reluctantly yield to the solemn duty of repressing, by necessary severity, crimes of which their citizens are the victims, do issue this my proclamation, and by virtue of my authority as Commander in Chief of the armies of the Confederate States do order— “1st. That all commissioned officers in the command of said Benjamin F. Butler, be declared not entitled to be considered as soldiers engaged in honorable warfare, but as robbers and criminals, deserving death; and that they and each of them be, whenever captured, reserved for execution.

“2nd. That the private soldiers and non-commissioned officers in the army of said Butler be considered as only the instruments used for the commission of the crimes perpetrated by his orders, and not as free agents; that they therefore be treated, when captured, as prisoners of war, with kindness and humanity, and be sent home on the usual parole, that they will in no manner aid or serve the United States in any capacity during the continuance of this war, unless duly exchanged.

“3rd. That all Negro slaves captured in arms, be at once delivered over to the executive authorities of the respective States to which they belong, to be dealt with according to the laws of said States.

“4th. That the like orders be executed in all cases with respect to all commissioned officers of the United States, when found serving in company with armed slaves in insurrection against the authorities of the different States of this Confederacy.

“[L.S.] In testimony whereof, I have signed these presents, and caused the seal of the Confederate States of America to be affixed thereto, at the city of Richmond, on this 23rd day of December, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-two.

(Signed) Jefferson Davis

By the President:

J. P. Benjamin,

Secretary of State

Officers of the army are charged with the observance and enforcement of the foregoing Orders of the President. Where the evidence is not full, or the case is, for any reason, of a doubtful character, it will be referred, through this office, for the decision of the War Department.

By order.

S. Cooper

Adjutant and Inspector General
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N. York, May 10 1865

Col. Ludlow,

Sir,

I leave the statement with you. I do not know as the last of any letter will suit you. I cannot lose sight of the fact that I have been very unjustly treated by Mr. Stanton. I have not even been allowed a hearing. I can bring from 1 to 200 men to prove the charges against me entirely false and malicious and I challenge one against one. After being used as I have there is no wonder that I should have some personal feeling against some officials, whatever remarks I may have made I trust will be looked upon in the proper light and not construed to mean opposition to the government generally.

If I can do anything for you or the cause, you have only to call upon me, that may be the best test of loyalty and courage.

Very Respectfully

You’re most obt. Servt.

Wm. A. Treadwell


	L. TREE	(2:282–83)
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L. Tree

Asst. P.M.

Letterhead: Post Office, Washington City, DC,

April 26th 1865

General Holt

Judge Advocate General

Washington, DC

Sir,

In compliance with the request of the Hon. Secretary of War, I send you herewith a package containing eighty-four letters addressed to or coming from persons in Canada and other British provinces in North America.

I have the honor to be

Very respectfully

Your obt. Servant

L. Tree Asst. P.M.


	SALLY TRETLER	(5:269–70)
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Washington D. C.

Statement of Sallie Tretler, housekeeper

My name is Sallie Tretler. I reside and keep house No. 450 Mass Ave. north between 6 & 7th Streets in the city and county of Washington. I know Anne Mitchell. She has been boarding with me about eighteen months. She left my house on the first day of March 1865 and boarded since then with Mrs. Anne Weber. While she was boarding in my house I and the family looked upon her as being disloyal. She always expressed herself as being in sympathy with the south, while she was boarding my house she told me that she had a beaux in the South, whose name was George Jarboe, and showed me his picture.1 As near as I can recollect after she having been with us for nearly a year, a person was introduced to me by said Miss Mitchell as George Smith, who had come to visit her. She also said that he resided at Long old Fields, State of Md. and was a friend of Mr. Jarboe’s. Said person had called to see her, but not very often at my house on or about January 1865; She told me that said Smith, who had then come with her from Baltimore, was Mr. George Jarboe who she had formerly told me about of being south and her beaux, and his name was not Smith. She also informed me that he, the said Jarboe, had been imprisoned and was then released by taking the oath of allegiance. Last Monday April 17, 1865, the said Miss Mitchell called at my house and we spoke on the subject of the assassination of the President. She seemed to me to be very much cast down or sad and as usual said very little. I then asked her if she had heard that George Jarboe had been arrested. She then answered that it was not him and that she heard that it was his father. She also said that he had been to see her at Tower Printing Office on Friday April 14th and bid them goodbye. Since then I have not spoken to her. On one occasion while said Jarboe called at my house, he told Miss Mitchell within my hearing that he would have to leave the next day, on business for one John Surratt.

Mrs. Sallie Tretler



1 Anne Mitchell and George James Judson Jarboe (alias George Smith) worked as couriers along the Confederate mail line from Washington into southern Maryland. Jarboe was called as a defense witness on behalf of Dr. Mudd.


	JOSEPH W. TUCKER2	(7:177–80)
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Letter to Seddon from Tucker, Feb. 16 1864

Augusta Georgia

16th February 1864

Hon. James A. Seddon

Secretary of War

Mr. Seddon, I beg your permission to write a few words, after the style of a plain unofficial, but earnest man, writing to a man of practical wisdom.

I feel, as intensely as it is possible to feel, the vital necessity of striking hard blows now, and striking at as many points, and in as many ways as possible, so as to aid our cause and save our country.

I have perfected my plans, and distributed my men, with means improvised for the purpose, (since the government has not as yet paid our forces any money) and between the 1st and 15th of March, on the same day, I propose to destroy the enemy’s transports, arsenals, naval yards, stores, etc. etc. in accordance with the outline of the plan I gave you in December.

I beg that this plan be borne in mind as one link in the chain of testimony in favor of our force, on the same day at all points. We mean to strike effectively so as to exert an influence on the spring campaign.

Hon. John B. Clark did me the kindness to advise me by letter that the Senate had passed a bill, he did not state it’s provisions, which might aid in facilitating my plans, which he supposed would also be passed by the House. This led me to conclude it was the bill which you informed me in our latest interview you would propose and submit to the Military Committee, for the purpose of putting this Secret Service upon a systematic and legal footing; and then would give me those facilities which I asked, in some written propositions submitted at your suggestion.

Mr. Seddon, please do me the kindness to take ten minutes of your overtaxed time and give me the commission, or order, or direction, or authority, or recognition, which will enable me to prosecute this work vigorously and systematically; and I promise you to render a good account of our labors.

I visit my family for a few days, with whom I have spent one week in two and a half years. I shall be much gratified to receive your orders; and for twenty days to come, my address will be “Hebron S.C.” With great respect etc.

Joseph W. Tucker

A true Copy

G. Norman Lieber

Bvt. Lt. Col.



2 Tucker was a general agent of the Confederacy engaged in the systematic destruction of Union ships operating mostly on inland waters. These men were known as boat burners and were responsible for the burning of several dozen Union ships.
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War Dept.

Washington City

April 22nd 1865

Col. Burnett,

The enclosed papers, relative to Matt. W. Canning, now in Old Capitol Prison were this day referred to me by Maj. Gen. Augur.

I respectfully submit them for examination, as they may possibly throw some light upon the investigation respecting the assassin Booth.

I respectfully ask that the papers be returned to me,

Respectfully, Your obt. Servant

L. C. Turner

Judge Advocate



1 Major Levi C. Turner, associate judge advocate for the army around Washington, D.C. Turner was charged by Secretary of War Stanton with responsibility for all disloyal acts against the United States. Turner’s files are now part of the Turner-Baker Papers in Record Group 94 in the National Archives and Record Administration.

(3:1105–7)
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Turner, L. C.

Letterhead: War Department, Washington City, June 13th 1865

Col. H. L. Burnett

Judge Advocate

Colonel,

I returned this morning and reported at Judge Advocate General’s offices (Judge Holt not in).

I found on arrival at Toronto that no such man as James Watson Wallace1 had been examined there; but was examined at Montreal.

The Consul (Hon. Thurston) advised as the most expeditious to send a telegram to the Consul General, at Montreal, with direction to obtain authenticated copies of his testimony.

This was done, Thursday evening last, and the answer was that it would be done & transmitted so as to reach Washington on Sunday or Monday, and I ordered it done, as it would be accomplished before I could reach Montreal.

I directed the testimony to be enclosed to the Judge Advocate Gen. and it cannot fail of reaching here today.

I regret that I was sent to Toronto instead of Montreal, but on reaching Toronto I had no alternative than telegraphing. There being no train from Montreal until Friday Evening.

I will further explain to Judge Holt personally.

Very Respectfully,

Your obt Servt

L. C. Turner

JA



1 James Watson Wallace was one of the aliases used by Charles A. Dunham.


	MARY ANN TURNER2	(4:37, PW, Poore I:234, Pitman 75)


Mary Ann Turner

States that between 8 and half past eight on the evening in question, Booth saddled his horse, which was in the stable, and led him to the rear of Ford’s theater and called Spangler, Maddox came out and took the horse and shortly after Spangler relieved him. This is corroborated by a Margaret Roysea.3



2 Lived in a small building facing onto Baptist Alley behind Ford’s Theatre.

3 See Margaret Roysea (4:71–72).

(6:359–62, PW, Poore I:234, Pitman 75)
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23rd April 1865

Turner, Mary Ann

Mulatto quadroon

Mary Ann Turner lives in a brick cottage immediately in the rear of Ford’s Theater.

Between 8 and 9 o’clock on the night of the President’s murder, I heard the noise of horses’ hoofs in the alley, went to the door & saw Booth leading a bay horse with a long tail past my door to the stage door of the theater. It was not his own horse, for he had sold that ^horse^ a day or two before sold that horse with a buggy that he owned. Booth had on dark clothes, a black ^or dark^ slouch hat. He pushed the stage door open with one hand, holding the horse with the other and called out rapidly, in a loud voice, “Ned! Ned! Ned!” Edward Spangler the assistant carpenter of the theater came and answered to the call. Booth told him to go and tell Maddox to step there immediately. Maddox is the property man. Maddox came & took the horse from Booth, without any words passing between them that I could hear. It seemed as Maddox understood perfectly what was required of him. Spangler did not come back then. I went in the house then and did not see anything more at that time. The horse must have stood there something like an hour and a half. He appeared to be restless & stamped on the ground and he was walked up & down from time to time. At the end of this time I was startled by hearing the horse gallop rapidly past my house. I rushed to the door which was not more than ten feet distant, but before I could look out the horse had disappeared from the alley, going out on F Street. There was a great excitement immediately & many people rushed out from the theater into the alley. I ran up to the theater door, met Spangler coming out. He was walking slowly but appeared to be nearly in a state of excitement. I went up to him and said “Mr. Ned, you know that the man Booth led his horse up to door and called you.” He said, “No”, very carelessly, “I know nothing about it”, and went out the alley.

Booth has frequented the neighborhood 3 or 4 months & has been intimate with Maddox, Spangler & Gifford. Gifford & Spangler built the little stable on the alley where Booth kept his horse and buggy. A boy nicknamed “Peanuts” took care of the horse. It was a bay with long tail & mane; a pretty and active looking horse. He sold the horse & buggy to the gentleman who built the house that I live in. My husband knows his name. I have seen Booth & Spangler & Gifford engaged in apparently secret conversation in Booth’s stable behind the theater.

Between three & four o’clock ^P.M.^ of the day of the murder I saw Booth and a lady standing in the small stage door engaged in deep conversation. It appeared as if they wanted to be retired from any listening. The lady, I think, had dark hair. She looked as if she might be 19 or 20 year old; was pretty & ladylike. They both appeared excited; she particularly. She had a black silk coat & a black silk dress; a bonnet was ^white, made^ on the tip of the fashion & trimmed with the same color. She had a parasol and wore gloves. I watched them for 15 or 20 minutes, but then left.

^It’s always customary to keep both the rear doors of the theater closed during performances.^

X

Mary Ann Turner


	W. W[H]. TYRRELL1	(2:956)
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Tyrrell, Lieut. W. H.

Arsenal, May 11, 1865

Col. Burnett,

Col., I was ordered to report to you by Col. Ingraham in relation to the search of “Booth’s” trunk & room. I have with me two pairs of handcuffs found in the trunk.2

Very Resp

W. H. Tyrrell

Lt. & AADC



1 William H. Tyrrell was a military detective on the staff of Colonel Timothy Ingraham, Washington provost marshal.

2 In searching Booth’s room and trunk Tyrrell found, in addition to two pairs of handcuffs, a large number of papers, a colonel’s frock coat, and a box of pistol cartridges.



U
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23rd April 1865

Upton, John T.

Statement

John T. Upton, 132 C Street, Bet 12 & 13, Fish peddler, being duly sworn states as follows: That he formerly lived in Virginia, Richmond County, and removed from there at the commencement of the war, when Virginia seceded, and has since resided in Prince Georges Co., Md. at Skaggs’s Switch, about 19 miles from Washington, four miles beyond Bladensburg and two miles & a half from Beltsville.

He has heard it said by a man named Miller, (who works for J. T. Walker) that while hunting came across a cave in the night. He does not remember much about it but his wife says that it was on or near the Beltsville road leading toward Washington; that Miller has been in the rebel service two years, but has been out of it for the past two years.

All witness recollects is that said Miller was hunting & came across it, but he had the idea that it was only a hole in the ground.

Witness had heard that a certain rebel lieutenant was home and concealed somewhere in that vicinity by his friends, but he did not learn where. He saw him at the time of the raid.



V


	VAN CAMP	(3:828–30)
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Van Camp

Young Van Camp states that his father, Dr. Van Camp, left here (Washington) to look after some oil lands in Western Virginia;1 that he does not now know his whereabouts but that he had a letter from him some two weeks since which he thinks he can produce that his father is connected with Senator Carlisle of Va.2 and also with a stone mining Co. in Western Va.; that he (deponent) was in Loudon Co. Va. when the war broke out and was pressed into the Rebel service from which he deserted in order to get home; that he was at Fort Pillow and helped defend that place against rebel assault and was wounded in the hand at that time; that he does not know of his father having any property within the rebel lines, but does know that his father was arrested and thrown into the Old Capitol Prison, and further that he (deponent) is now clerk for H. F. Zimmerman & Co. furniture dealers on 7th St. Washington.



1 At the time this letter was written West Virginia had become the thirty-fifth state, admitted to the Union on June 20, 1863.

2 John S. Carlisle was appointed senator of the restored government of Virginia and a key figure in gaining statehood for the westernmost counties of Virginia.

MRS. VAN DE WATER

F-69

Letter to Stanton from Mrs. Van De Water, April 21

942 Broadway New York

April 21st


Sec. Stanton,

Sir, With renewed apologies of the liberty I take in writing, I desire to refer to the note I addressed to you today, in corroboration of the statement therein contained, allow me to add that from a vague hope of success, also from curiosity, I was induced to visit a second remarkable clairvoyant, who, after my suggestion, “I believe Booth to be concealed in Washington” immediately said “Yes he is in a house near the depot there. The house is situated in a narrow unclean St. but ^is^ a neat comfortable abode, two stories & an attic high. The woman living there secreting Booth, has red hair, & a gray haired man, one of his accomplices goes frequently out & in the house. He is secreted in a closet, or sort of wardrobe, where he will attempt to kill himself if taken.1 The woman is fearfully frightened because of the proclamation promulgated this morning, & has so strongly insisted that she should be relieved of his presence, that tonight he will make an attempt to escape, which attempt he made at first, but returned as his danger was imminent”.

Thus the second person informed me, without knowledge of the statement of the first.

Without endorsing either, I feel it a duty to reveal it to you, not forgetting that “There are stranger things in heaven and hell Than are dreamed of in our philosophy”

Mrs. Van de Water



1 On April 21, the date of this letter, Booth and Herold were hiding near the mouth of Nanjemoy Creek in Charles County, Maryland. The two men crossed the Potomac River on the night of April 22–23 and landed on the Virginia shore.


	VAN STARR, JOHN	(2:641–43)
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Detroit, Michigan

May 6, 1865

Hon. E. M. Stanton

Sec of War

Sir,

I have in my possession certain papers and documents officially certified to by the most prominent persons in power in Union County, State of Kentucky, dated May 10th AD 1860, in relation to George B. Payne and Hezekiah Payne (the attempted assassin of the Secretary of the U. S.) who were arrested by the undersigned in this city on or about the 25th day of April AD 1860 on suspicion of robbery, but were acquitted by the police justice of this city on the charges preferred against them.

Since the assassination of our late lamented President, there isare good grounds to believe that said Payne’s were at that time, which was previous to the breaking out of the rebellion emissaries from there for the purpose of carrying out there nefarious plans. They having then been off and on from Canada to Detroit. Their character for respectability and good standing were then vouched for by men in power then in Washington. If those papers which I hold can subserve to ferret out the arch conspirators in the plot so early matured, and so persistently carried on can be of any benefit in further developing their schemes, I shall be honored to be the medium in assisting in its discovery.

I have the honor to be sir,

Very Respectfully

Your obt Servant

John Van Starr

Deputy Sheriff

Detroit, Wayne County, Michigan

P. S. Please address any communication for me to the care of Charles Dickey Esq. United States Marshal, Detroit.


	MARY ANN VAN TYNE [TINE]	(6:437–43, PW, Poore I:139, Pitman 222)
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Mrs. Mary Van Tyne

May 5th 1865

Mrs. Mary Ann Van Tyne states:

I reside at 420 D Street; am a widow; am a dressmaker and rent rooms.

As nearly as I can recollect, on the 10th of February two gentlemen came and rented a room of me stating that they were from Baltimore. One was named Samuel Arnold; the other McLaughlin or O’Laughlin, he was called ^by^ both names. He told me himself that his name was O’Laughlin, and letters would come to him directed to McLaughlin.

They were in almost constant association with Booth. Booth would call for them several times a day. They frequently went to Baltimore of a Saturday, and stayed until Monday or Tuesday, or even Wednesday.

They left on the 20th of March.

Booth always came alone. I learned his name in this manner; he one day called for these gentlemen when they were out; I invited him into the parlor. I told them he had called & remarked that he was a very handsome man. They said his name was J. Wilkes Booth. He came after that very frequently. When they were away he would seem very anxious to see them, and would leave notes for them & tell me, if they returned within an hour, to “come to the stable”.

The last time he performed in Ford’s Theater, these gentlemen (Arnold & O’Laughlin) gave me three complimentary tickets to go and hear Booth play. I think it was about the 18th or 20th of March.1 They came in and paid me and said they should leave on Monday; that they would leave that evening but they wanted to see Booth play that night. I observed that I would like to see him play too; and thereupon they gave me these tickets. Mr. O’Laughlin gave me the tickets. I think Booth had the most communication with O’Laughlin. He more frequently inquired for O’Laughlin.

I never noticed any arms in their room at any time excepting once; a small pistol. It was in a small case somewhat resembling a shut-up pipe case. It lay on the bureau, and I put it in the drawer.

There was another man who came there; a rough kind of man, looking like a mechanic. His face looked as though he had seen hard service and been exposed a good deal.

Mr. Arnold and Mr. O’Laughlin professed to be connected with Booth in the oil business. One Sunday evening something was said about business. I asked them what business they had been in, and Mr. Arnold said they had been in the oil business. They had a great many letters come to them, mostly from Baltimore. I never noticed who they wrote to; only once I saw a letter directed to Mrs. Arnold to a place near Baltimore. He ^(Arnold)^ told me that he was not married. He said once, when he was away a week, that he had been with his mother, who was sick & that she lived in the country.

Booth used to come there at all times, day and night, but more frequently in the day. They stayed out late almost every night. Do not think they were drinking men; I never saw them the worse for liquor, though I never saw them when they came in at night. Sometimes they were in by 11 or 12. They had a night key, and used to come in by the back door; which I used to leave open as being the safest. Have not seen them since the 20th of March.

Never saw Surratt or Atzerodt or Herold that I know of. Never saw any man there with them but Booth and this rough looking man I have mentioned. It was very cold weather when he was there. He had either stayed there all night, or else came in very early in the morning; for as they went out he went out with them. I said “Good Morning” & he observed it was very cold. I said, “Yes, but you gentlemen, if you come from the north, would not feel it much, I presume.” He said he had lived here three years. This man must have been over 30. Booth used to drive around & get Arnold & O’Laughlin, & they would go out riding with him. Do not think I saw them ride more than two other times; though they might have rode when I did not know it.

When they went away they did not leave any address, but two or three days afterwards a gentleman called and asked if any letters had been left for Mr. O’Laughlin and Mr. Arnold. I told him there was a bundle of letters come for Mr. O’Laughlin and I had sent it back to the office by the penny post. He said he was Mr. O’Laughlin’s brother; and that they could always be found at 57 Exeter Street, Baltimore.1

This rough looking man was a tolerably large man, a trifle taller than Mr. McPhail and about his size; with sandy whiskers, tolerably full, all over his face, I think. He wore a loose topcoat; slouch hat; a faded steel mixed coat, which had evidently been much worn; and he had light hair, which I think was slightly mixed with gray.



1 Booth made his last appearance on stage at Ford’s Theatre on March 18 as Pescara in The Apostate in a benefit performance for his friend and fellow actor John McCullough.

1 William O’Laughlen; 57 Exeter Street was the home of Mrs. O’Laughlen. Her house was across the street from Junius Brutus Booth Sr.’s Baltimore townhouse.


	J. R. S. VANVLEIT	(2:1145–47)
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VanVleit, J. R. S.

Baltimore, April 25, 1865

Major General Lew Wallace

General,

In conformity with your suggestion made yesterday, I submit the following statement, which you are at liberty to use as you think best.

About 2 years ago, (the precise date may be furnished by the Sec. of the Interior), a German, named Bernard Kock came to Washington City from Haiti, having a lease for 20 years of the island of a Vache, which he had obtained from President Jeffard, upon condition that he would establish a colony of colored people and cultivate the island.1

To fulfill these conditions, he went to Washington to make a contract with the President for the removal of contrabands to his island. His manner soon rendered him obnoxious to the President and to Mr. Smith, the then Sec. of the Interior. He was finally introduced to me, at that time one of the proprietors and editors of the National Republican. His representations interested me in his scheme, and having made it apparent that he was a man of large financial means, and capable of carrying out his grand and philanthropic plans, I was induced to become his agent and calling to my aid the services and influence of some distinguished gentlemen at Washington. The President was induced to sign a contract by which Kock was to receive a large amount of money for carrying off the requisite number of Negroes; the money to be paid before the expedition sailed.

Upon receiving this contract, which was duly executed by the President, he took it to the State Department, and requested the Sec. of State to sign it, as a witness, and to affix the Great Seal of State upon it. Mr. Seward received it, read it, objected to it and refused to return it. Kock demanded it several times without avail. He employed a number of persons supposed to have influence over the President and Mr. Seward, to solicit the return of the contract, but the Secretary of State would not return it. As a last resort, (so Kock informed me) he made one more personal application to Mr. Seward to return the valued document, but the Sec. of State positively refused, whereupon Kock, being in the Secretary’s office, abused and insulted him by his violent manner and language. Meeting me soon afterwards, he expressed the most biter hostility towards the President and Secretary Seward, but especially towards Mr. Seward whom he said he would assassinate. I protested against the utterance of such language, and ridiculed the idea of a man of his diminutive size making hostile demonstrations upon anyone. When he replied, in words to this effect, that he could shoot or stab when a good opportunity occurred, and he could send a poisoned bouquet, which would do the work.

My agency in Kock’s colonization scheme, and my personal friendship for him now ceased as I had discovered that he was a dishonest and vicious man, and that the most important representations by which he had interested me and others in his plans, were fraudulent, but still I gave his threats of assassination no thought, regarding them as idle words spoken under excitement.

Subsequently Kock interested some Wall Street Capitalists in his colonization scheme, and they made a new contract with the President. The Negroes were taken to Haiti, but his conduct towards them when upon his island, induced the President to have the colonists returned and thus again frustrated Kock’s designs and effectually crushed his plans. It is not likely that this diminished his hatred of Mr. Lincoln or of Mr. Seward.

Before the rebellion, Kock resided in New Orleans, from which he fled to avoid arrest upon a charge of swindling the French Government, in a tobacco contract. He married a sister of Pierre Soulie, whom, report says, he killed by his cruelty. He lately married a lady in New York, said to have been an actress, from whom he has separated and greatly injured, as her friends have publicly avowed.

I now have you to judge, whether such a man, for the reasons assigned, would be capable of entering into a conspiracy to avenge himself by blood, for real or supposed wrongs inflicted upon him by the late President, or by the Sec. of State. Should his arrest be deemed necessary, I will cooperate in any way desired.

Respectfully

J. R. S. Van Vleit

29 Baltimore St.



1 Bernard Kock received fifty thousand dollars to establish a colony of freed blacks on the Ile a Vache off the coast of Haiti. Four hundred fifty-three blacks were transported to the island, but Kock abandoned the colonists. The colony failed due to disease and lack of food. Lincoln, on hearing of the conditions, sent a naval vessel to bring the remaining 368 colonists back to the United States.
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Paper found upon the supposed assassin of Mr. Seward at time of his arrest.

Head Quarters, Middle Department, 8th Army Corps

Office Provost Marshal,

Baltimore, March 14th 1865

This is to certify, that

Lewis Paine, Fauquier Co. Va.1

Has taken the oath of allegiance to the Government of the United States, and is entitled to the protection of Military and Civil Authorities, so long as he shall deport himself as a true and loyal citizen of these United States. [apparent erasure]

Edwin Vaughan

Capt. & Asst. Provost Marshal

Witness

Wm. H. Lee (clk)



1 Powell signed the oath using the alias “Paine” so that his parents would not find out should Booth’s kidnap plan fail, resulting in Powell’s arrest.
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Vickery, Chas. R.

April 20th

Letterhead: Headquarters Department of Washington, Office Provost Marshal General, Defenses North of Potomac Charles B. Vickery, clerk in the War Department, Col. Williams Office, says that this afternoon about half past three o’clock, as he was walking in l Street near 8th, he picked up a letter. It was sealed with no direction upon it. It was lying upon the outer edge of the sidewalk, and opened it, and upon examining its contents brought it to Col. Ingraham office. Signed “Y. E.” dated April 19th addressed to “John”. He waited about two hours for to see if anybody came for it.
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Von Bonnhorst, Sidney F.

Post Office

Pittsburgh Pa. April 24th 1865

My dear Sir,

I presume on the short but very agreeable acquaintance made with you whilst in this city to make a few suggestions with reference to tracking the murderer of our late lamented President, and of the would be assassin of Secretary Seward.

In the fist place I believe the murderer Booth is still in Washington concealed in some disloyal house. My suggestion is that four soldiers be detailed for every disloyal or doubtful house in Washington, that they be instructed on a given signal to enter such houses make any immediate seizure of the correspondence found therein and the same in an envelope to be examined by such person or persons as you or the Secretary of War may designate. Thoroughly examine all such houses and permit no egress therefrom, until such time as the papers found therein shall have been thoroughly examined; in fact if it were practicable I would say that every house in Washington should be thus examined, if the inmates are loyal no objections would be made and if otherwise the most rigid examinations should be made; In this way the fact can be established beyond any peradventure whether the murderers are in the city of Washington or not. My belief is that they will be found concealed there. Should they not be found the examination of the correspondence may give a clue which if followed up may lead to their capture.

It may be that the plan of concealment is with persons hitherto free from any suspicion or disloyalty, and with such I must confess that the assassins would most likely seek refuge; There are people who loudly profess to be loyal and Union loving and yet are double dyed traitors. Nor would I confine such examinations to the houses in Washington, but I would extend them to Alexandria and all the surroundings, the Capitol building itself furnishes in its many avenues and passages numerous places of concealment.

It might be well too to have a Street surveillance at the Post Office. Mr. Bowen, the Postmaster under authority from the Postmaster General could render valuable assistance. If the proprietor of the theater where Mr. Lincoln was assassinated be suspected the address and postmark of every letter coming to his bin should be taken down, so also with reference to letters addressed to any persons of doubtful loyalty.

You will pardon the liberty I take in addressing you. My suggestions may be worth nothing. Nevertheless they are made through an earnest desire to have the murderers of that great good man Abraham Lincoln tracked out; I believe that God in his justice will not permit the perpetrators of these horrible crimes to go unpunished, but man must be the instrument in His hands for detecting and unveiling this most foul conspiracy, which doubtless had its inception in the rebel Capitol and the plans and details of which were fully known to the rebel leaders.

With high regard

I am very Respectfully,

Sidney F. Von Bonnhorst

Maj. Gen. W. S. Hancock

Washington DC


	STEWARD VON MYCK	(3:1283)
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Annapolis, Md.

April 18, 1865

Steward Von Myck

Sir

You will please let [unintelligible word] my key and send my valise by Adams Express to No 257 N. Eden St. Balto.


	HENRY VON STEINECKER1	(2:462–65, PW, Poore I:20, Pitman 38)
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Fort Delaware April 25th 1865

Ever since the assassination of our beloved President, the circumstances of this horrible deed unequaled in history has not left my mind. There are many incidents of my life during the last two years, which bring me to the horrible conclusion, that I was long ago well aware of an infernal conspiracy against the life of the President of the U. S. In the following I will write down all I was made acquainted with while in the Rebel army, not expecting a reward if my information should lead to the conviction of criminals, connected with that assassination, but only to show how deeply indebted to the U. S. Government I consider myself.

After the invasion of Pennsylvania by General Lee and on our retreat, I was ordered to convey Lieut. Trenney, an assistant to me, to Stanton; as he was sick with Typhoid pneumonia. This was latter part of July 1863. Trenney died after a few days and about the end of that month, I was on my way back to the army. Near Harrisonburg, on the foot of the Blue Ridge mountains, at Lowell Run Gap, I was overtaken by three men, citizens on horseback. We rode together and after a short time I became pretty well acquainted with them. They acquainted me with their purpose of going to the Stonewall brigade. Especially well acquainted I became with a certain Mr. Booth. We traveled two days together during which time I found out they all three were Marylanders and connected with officers of the Stonewall Brigade. I was asked by them different questions, amongst others if I believed that the Confederacy ever should gain their independence. As I expressed some doubt, and one of them said, “nonsense, we must gain it without any doubt, so soon matters are becoming doubtful, so Old Abe will be killed and the point gained anyhow. We will care for the last point.”

As my horse gave out, I could not keep up with them. They were splendidly mounted. They promised that they would come and see me at Headquarters of General Edward Johnson, whose engineer officer I was.2

I arrived at Camp near Orange C. H. August the 3rd, and a few days afterwards I was requested to ride over to the Camp of the Stonewall Brigade, where some acquaintances wanted to see me. I found there Mr. Booth, Mr. Shepherd and the third one of my (Chester Lowell Run Gap) acquaintances and was now by Capt. Randolph of the 2nd Vir. Infty formally introduced to those three gentlemen as a warm friend of the Confederate cause and an ex-Yankee. There was a council that day of about 15–20 officers of that Stonewall Brigade and those three citizens. I could not gain admission, which made me believe that it might be a secret order. Among the officers attending were Capt. Beall 2nd Vir. and his infernal Lieut. Cockerill, Coth of Charlestown, Capt. Randolph and a great many others. Lieut. Cockerill on detached service with the Pioneer Camp of my division and staying with me at my quarters, however, made me entirely acquainted with the nature and intention of that secret order. He said some of the officers did not trust me as I had been in the U.S. regular army and therefore I was ^had been^ refused to take part. (Today in my not enjoyable detention I thank my Lord that I was) But he (Cockerill) knew that I hated the Yankee’s and their government and that I was a true confederate. He therefore would have no secret before me. He then stated to me that that order was bound by oath and its members had sworn to kill the President of the U.S. as soon as matters were growing precarious, and commit arson in the North, wherever possible. He further said that at any time he might be called to enter upon his private pact and that he should be delighted of taking the life of that hated Old Abe, who had brought the war on. He further stated that Capt. Beall soon was to go already on some expedition, and that that order of theirs had branches in Baltimore and Washington and New York and it cost only a sign, one pull (so he expressed himself) and up goes Lincoln.

The man who made me acquainted with this, Lieut. Cockerill of Charlestown, 8 miles from Harpers Ferry, is about 56 years of age, a secesh of the first water, shrewd and cunning and of low principles. He was to my knowledge several times as a spy within Union lines and took conspicuous part in hanging old John Brown, as he volunteered to erect the gallows. He exhibited great and brutish vulgarity at the execution.

I will now give another incident which might be corroborated by Sergeant Hall of Bathey (Capt. Ahl) who was at the time it occurred also in the rebel army and if I am not mistaken an ordnance sergeant of Jenkins’ Cavalry Brigade.

After the battle or capture of Winchester in June 1863, I was sent by General Edw. Johnson on a reconnaissance of the Potomac for the purpose of ascertaining the best ford for passage of our division. At Charlestown I happened to become acquainted with Sergeant Hall and he staid with me until we reached Hagerstown, where I chanced to introduce him to some of my friends amongst others to Lieut. Cockerill. On that occasion Cockerill said, “If we do not succeed in gaining our independence, I tell you, that I, or some of my associates will kill old Abe and we will gain the point. That monster,” he continued, “must be killed and all will be well.”

There was a well-organized conspiracy at that time with secret mails between Charlestown and the army at all the times. I recollect having received letters from a young lady from Charlestown I used to correspond with, while the Union army was encamped around there.

I am almost convinced that Lieut. Cockerill is implicated in the late horrible assassination and I think that he could be apprehended in or around Charlestown. By him much light could be gained. He is a member of that infernal conspiracy and should this my information lead to the conviction of that brutish and treacherous criminal, it should be in future one of my happiest reminiscences to think that I helped revenge the murder of the kindest and most generous man.

H. Von Steinecker

Prisoner at Fort Delaware



1 Joseph Holt called Von Steinacker as a prosecution witness on the first day of the trial in an attempt to link the Confederate leaders to Lincoln’s assassination. Von Steinacker’s statement and testimony had nothing to do with the eight defendants being tried.

2 According to the testimony of Confederate major general Edward Johnson (Poore II:471, 473, Pitman 64), Von Steinacker was a private in the 2nd Virginia Infantry in the Stonewall Brigade.

(3:425–29, PW, Poore I:20, Pitman 38)1

“V” 510 (JAO) 1865

H. Von Steinecker

Copy

Fort Delaware April 25th 1865

Ever since the assassination of our beloved President, the circumstances of this horrible deed unequaled in history, have not left my mind. There are many incidents of my life during the past two years, which bring me to the horrible conclusion that I was long ago well aware of an infernal conspiracy against the life of the President of the U. S. In the following I will write down all I was made acquainted with, while in the rebel army, not expecting a reward if my information should lead to the conviction of criminals connected with that assassination, but only to show how deeply indebted to the US Government I consider myself.

After the invasion of Pennsylvania by General Lee and on our retreat, I was ordered to convey Lieut. Kenney, an assistant to me, to Stanton, as he was sick with Typhoid Pneumonia. This was latter part of July 1863. Kenney died after a few days and about the end of that month I was on my way back to the army. Near Harrisonburg, on the foot of the Blue Ridge Mountains, at ^Swift Run Gap^, I was overtaken by three men; citizens on horseback. We rode together and after a short time I became well acquainted with them. They acquainted me with their purpose of going to the Stonewall Brigade. Especially well acquainted I became with a certain Mr. Booth. We traveled two days together during which time I found out they all three, were Marylanders and connected with officers of the Stonewall Brigade. I was asked by them different questions, amongst others, if I believed that the Confederacy ever should gain their independence. As I expressed some doubt, one of them said, “Nonsense we must gain it without any doubt. So soon matters are becoming doubtful, so old Abe will be killed and the point will be gained anyhow. We will care of the last point.”

As my horse gave out, I could not keep up with them for they were splendidly mounted. They promised that they would come and see me at Headquarters of General Edward Johnson, whose Engineer officer I was.

I arrived at camp near Orange C. H. August the 3rd, and a few days afterwards I was requested to ride over to the camp of the Stonewall brigade, where some acquaintances wanted to see me. I found there Mr. Booth, Mr. Shepherd, and the third one of my Swift Run Gap acquaintances, and was now by Capt. Randolph of the 2nd Vir. Infty. Formally introduced to those three gentlemen as a warm friend of the Confederate cause and an ex-Yankee. There was a council that day of about 15–20 officers of that Stonewall Brigade, and those three citizens. I could not gain admission, which made me believe that it might be a secret order. Amongst the officers attending were Capt. Beall, 2nd Vir. and his infernal Lieut. Cockerill, Coth of Charlestown, Capt. Randolph and a great many others. Lieut. Cockerill on detached service with the pioneer Comp. of my division and staying with me at my quarters, however, made me intimately acquainted with the nature and intention of that secret order. He said some of the officers did not trust me as I had been in the U.S. regular army and therefore I had been refused to take part. (Today in my not enjoyable situation I thank my Lord that I was) But he (Cockerill) knew that I hated the Yankees and their government and that I was a true confederate. He therefore would have no secret before me.

He then stated to me that that order was bound by oath and its members had sworn to kill the President of the US as soon as matters were growing precarious, to burn and plunder and commit arson in the North wherever possible. He further said that at any time he might be called to enter upon his private part and that he should be delighted of taking the life of that hated Old Abe, who had brought the war on. He further stated that Capt. Beall soon was to go already on some expedition and that that order of theirs had branches in Baltimore and Washington and New York and it cost only a sign, (one pull, he expressed himself) and up goes Lincoln.

The man who made me acquainted with this, Lieut. Cockerill of Charlestown, 8 miles from Harpers Ferry is about 56 years of age, a secesh of the first water, shrewd and cunning and of low principles. He was to my knowledge several times as a spy within Union lines and took a conspicuous part in hanging Old John Brown as he volunteered to erect the gallows. He exhibited great and brutish vulgarity at the very execution.

I will now give another incident, which might be corroborated by Sergeant Hall of Battery (Capt. Ahl) who was at the time it occurred also in the rebel army and if I am not mistaken an ordnance sergeant of Jenkin’s Cavalry Brigade. After the battle or capture of Winchester, in June 1863, I was sent by General Edward Johnson on a reconnaissance to the Potomac for the purpose of ascertaining the best ford for the passage of our division. At Charlestown, I happened to become acquainted with Sergeant Hall and he staid with until we reached Hagerstown, where I chanced to introduce him to some my friends, amongst others to Lieut. Cockerill. On that occasion Cockerill said, “If we do not succeed in gaining our independence, I tell you that I or some of my associates will kill old Abe and we will gain the point. That monster he continued, must be killed and all will be well.”

There was a well-organized conspiracy at that time, with secret mails between Charlestown and the army at all the times. I recollect having received letters from a young lady from Charlestown I used to correspond with, while the Union army was encamped around there.

I am almost convinced that Lieut. Cockerill is implicated in the late terrible assassination and I think that he could be apprehended in or around Charlestown. By him much light could be gained. He is a member of that infernal conspiracy and should this my information lead to conviction of that brutish and treacherous criminal, it should be in future one of my happiest reminiscences to think that I helped revenge the murder of the kindest and most generous man.

(signed) H. Von Steinecker

Prisoner at Fort Delaware



1 Von Steinacker’s statement appears twice in the evidence file: “S” 116 (JAO) 1865 (2:462–65) and “V” 510 (JAO) 1865 (3:425–29).



W


	BENJAMIN F. WADE1	(3:206–7)


“JW” 430 (JAO) 1865

Wade, Hon. B. F.

Washington May 26th 1865

Judge Advocate

H. L. Burnett

Sir,

In answer to your letter of the 23rd inst. I would mention the names of the following persons as those who can give the desired testimony, viz.

Jacob Covode, Lockport Station, Pa.

Lt. Joseph Kerin, 6th US Cav., Ebbitt House, Washington DC

A. D. Richardson, Cor of N.Y. Tribune

J. Henri Browne, Cor, NY Times escaped from Salisbury prison

Dr Vanderkieft and surgeons of the Naval hospital Annapolis Md.

Col. Vincent Colyer NY State Soldiers Depot, corner of Howard & Mercer

St. NY City

From these persons the names of almost any number can be obtained.

B. F. Wade



1 Republican senator from Ohio. Wade was elected to the U.S. Senate in 1851 as a Whig and served through 1869 as a Republican.


	MAJOR JOHN M. WAITE	(2:967–68)


“W” 293 (JAO) 1865

Waite, J. M.

US Military Telegraph

920 AM April 20th 1865

By telegraph from Leonardtown, Md.

Bvt. Col. J. H. Taylor

Chief of Staff AAG

Just reached here with one company. The other three took different roads from vicinity of Port Tobacco. One struck the Patuxent at Benedict, will follow down that river. One will scour the country down the Potomac along the Wicomico River and vicinity. All will be here today. Feel quite certain this last company will be in vicinity to assist a squad of infantry sent from here last night by order of Gen. Hardie, to seize the schooner “Breeze” expected at Allen’s Fresh last night.1

Major O’Beirne thinks Montgomery County should be searched for George A. Atzerodt.2

Boat with supplies has not arrived. Good wharf here. Boats reach here by coming up Brittons Bay.

Resp.

(signed) Jno. M. Waite

Maj. & C.

(3:686–90)

“C” 576 (JAO) 1865

Correspondence relative to the Schooner “Breeze”

Letterhead: Office U. S. Military Telegraph, War department, the following telegram received at Washington, 7:50 AM April 22nd 1865 from Leonardtown, 9:30 PM April 21, 1865

To Br. Gen. J. A. Hardie

Have just learned by way of Point Lookout3 that the Schooner Breeze has been captured & is being towed to Baltimore.

Resp

J. M. Waite

Maj. Etc.



1 Waite commanded the 8th Illinois Cavalry and conducted searches for Booth unsuccessfully throughout Charles County.

2 O’Beirne’s suggestion to search Montgomery County came from John Atzerodt, one of O’Beirne’s deputies. John Atzerodt, George Atzerodt’s brother, knew that George frequently visited their cousin, Hartman Richter, who lived near Germantown in Montgomery County.

“C” 576 (JAO) 1865

Letterhead: U.S. Military Telegraph, 5:25 PM April 19, 1865, by telegraph from Navy Yard 19, 1865 to Br. Gen. J. A. Hardie

Your letter respecting the Schooner Breeze is recd. A vessel immediately dispatched to capture her, if possible.

J. R. Montgomery



3 Point Lookout, Maryland. The Union Army operated a large prison camp at Point Lookout.

“C” 576 (JAO) 1865

Navy Yard

Washington

April 19, 1865

Bvt. Brigadier Gen. J. A. Hardie

General,

I am just this moment, 3:55 PM in receipt of your communication respecting Walter M. Barnes, one of the conspirators and shall dispatch with the utmost expedition a steamer to endeavor to capture Barnes on the Schooner Breeze.

Very Respectfully

Your obt Servt.

Geo. B. Balch

Comdg & Executive Officer for Commandant

“C” 576 (JAO) 1865

Letterhead: Office U. S. Military Telegraph, War Department, Following telegram received at Washington, 8:20 PM April 20th 1865, From Leonardtown, Md. April 20th 1865

Brevet Brig. Gen. J. A. Hardie

Insp. Gen.

Party reached Allen’s Fresh three (3) o’clock this morning. At twelve (12) M today Schooner Breeze had not arrived. The schooner has been purchased at Allen’s Fresh and is expected there. Men are lying in wait for her.

Resp,

J. M. Waite

Maj., etc.


	P. F. W. WALKER	(3:56–58)


“W” 379 (JAO) 1865

P. F. W. Walker

81 Beau St.

New York, May 19th 1865

Dear Sir,

I see from the testimony of Wiechmann given yesterday in the Conspiracy case that “Howell” has figured among the conspirators and that he is now in prison.

Now, this “Howell” is the Emack who stabbed me.1 “Howell” was an alias by which he went at the time. He is of the family of Emack which resides, probably now, as it did in 1861, about 12 miles this side of Washington, on the Washington branch of the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad.

This “Howell” or Emack in ’61 was a spy; was so at the time I arrested him, was subsequently, as a subordinate of Gen. Winder, in charge of the Libby Prison; and was the tyrant there who tortured Union prisoners under his charge.

Thinking this information may be important as a guide in the inquiry pending, I communicate it to you to be furnished the proper officer.

I have information that the article which I sent you in the “Commercial” on the 16th of April and which was sent at the same time to Col. Baker and some others, was the means of turning the detectives, especially and more decidedly in the direction taken by Booth, and which led to his capture.

Very respectfully & truly,

P. F. Wm. Walker

Hon. Joseph J. Lewis

Washington DC



1 Augustus S. Howell, Confederate agent who used the Surratt boardinghouse on occasion as a safe house. Howell was called as a defense witness on behalf of Mary Surratt (DW, Poore II:342, Pitman 133).


	R. W. WALKER	(2:63–64)


“W” 32 (JAO) 1865

R. W. Walker

Boston, April 21, 1865

Hon. E. M. Stanton

Dear Sir,

I do not see that any jury has been summoned to report how President Lincoln came to his death. Without something being done, no one can be tried as to his assassination.

It is thought Mathews of Ford’s Theater is knowing to all of Booth’s proceedings.1

Yours,

R. W. Walker



1 See John Matthews (5:302–14).


	ELLERSLIE WALLACE	(2:27–32)


“W” 16 (JAO) 1865

Hon. E. M. Stanton

Sec. of War, etc.

Sir,

I had a conversation with Edwin Adams (the Actor) a few nights ago. He said that Booth’s habits & intimate character were well known to him; that from this knowledge of him, it was his (Adams) belief that Booth would be found secreted somewhere at or near his own home, closely concealed; well armed, and ready & desirous to take the life of anyone, or more, who might attempt his arrest, & probably that he would commit suicide if escape were impossible.

He said that from the description in the papers of Mr. Seward’s assassin, he thought it would prove to be a man named Butts. Mr. Adams said that a Mr. Jack (or Col. Jack) from this city had gone to Washington, & could tell all that he (Adams) knew, but that if the detectives at Washington would like to see him (Adams) he would gladly go there, & tell all he could, though he supposed the detectives would by this time know all he knew.

I enclose a note from Adams to one of his friends in this city. Pardon me, sir, if I have troubled you with a communication which I know may be useless, but I have thought it my duty to say what I have written.

Very Respectfully

Ellerslie Wallace, M. D.

277 South 4th St.

Philadelphia April 21/1865

Dear Sir,

Dr. Ellerslie Wallace of this city is a gentleman of the highest responsibility and is entitled to every consideration.

Very Resp.

Truly Yours,

Edwin Adams


	MAJOR GENERAL [LEW] WALLACE1	(3:30–31)


“W” 369 (JAO) 1865

Maj. General Wallace

Letterhead: Headquarters, Middle Department, 8th Army Corps, Office

Provost Marshal, Baltimore, April 18th 1865

Col.

In compliance with orders of the Hon. Sec. of War, you will deliver to the bearer the person of Samuel B. Arnold together with the carpetbag & money taken from said Arnold By command of Maj. Gen. Wallace

John Woolley

Lt. Col. & Pro. Mar.

Col. Dan McCauley

Comdg. Ft. McHenry



1 President Johnson would appoint Lew Wallace to the military tribunal that tried the conspirators.

LEW WALLACE

“W” 185 (JAO) 1865

(copy)

Washington DC April 27th 1865

Major Gen. Lew Wallace

Baltimore Md.

Make immediate report of the facts in relation to a man named Thomas who is reported to have committed suicide in Balt. within the last two or three days past. Explanation is wanted from the Provost Marshal why there was no report made to this Dept. of the case. Let his remains be disinterred if possible embalmed & preserved for recognition. Prompt action and report is desired. Thomas boarded at the same house that a man named Payne boarded at Cor. of Fayette and Eutaw Street.1 Let the house be searched and the inmates held for examination.

Edwin M. Stanton

Sec. of War



1 The Branson home in Baltimore.

(2:219)

“K” 82 (JAO) 1865

Head Quarters Middle Department

Eighth Army Corps

Baltimore Md. May 11th 1865

Respectfully forwarded to Brig. General J. A. Hardie, Inspector General U. S. A. and attention invited to Telegram in cipher from these Head Quarters, on this subject, 10th inst.

Lew Wallace

Major General Commanding

(2:640)

“W” 185 (JAO) 1865

(copy)

Washington DC April 27th 1865

Major Gen. Lew Wallace

Baltimore Md.

Make immediate report of the facts in relation to a man named Thomas who is reported to have committed suicide in Balt. within the last two or three days past. Explanation is wanted from the Provost Marshal why there was no report made to this Dept. of the case. Let his remains be disinterred if possible embalmed & preserved for recognition. Prompt action and report is desired. Thomas boarded at the same house that a man named Payne boarded at Cor. of Fayette and Eutaw Street. Let the house be searched and the inmates held for examination.

Edwin M. Stanton

Sec. of War


	G. WALLING	(7:424–29)


F-85

Statements and Correspondence relating to H.T. and Clara Ritter, May 13 and 14, 1865

New York, PO May 3rd

Mr. McDevitt Sir,

I was away from the office a short time this morning and while away there was a man and woman came to the office. The woman inquired if there was a letter for Capt Nevarro. The clerk told her there was no letter and also told her it would be necessary to bring an order if there did one come to which she replied that would be impossible as the Capt. was dead and she wanted the letters to forward to his widow. The man then spoke and said it was the case and if here came any letter to that address to please send them to his office and he would forward them. He left his card. He is one of a firm doing business near this office. They went away together. One of the clerks in this office went after them. They parted at his place of business and the clerk tried to pipe her off but she beat him.

I think the man and woman had better be arrested. I can get the man certain and probably the woman and by doing so we possibly would get the Capt. Now if you will get me an order for the arrest of all parties calling for said letter or anyone of them I will execute it immediately. The man’s name that called C. H. T. Ritter is doing business near this office.

Yours very Respectfully

Officer G. Walling

NYPO


	H. WALSH	(3:345–46)


“W” 478 (JAO) 1865

Walsh, H.

Holland, Ottawa Co.

Michigan, June 5/65

Hon. E. M. Stanton

Washington, DC

Hon. Sir,

I think it my duty to inform you of the movements of a suspicious person in and near this place. He came here about the 17th of last month (May) dressed as a “ragged beggar”, but having seen him in my store for a full hour, and scrutinizing him very closely, I came to the conclusion that he is not what he wishes to appear, and taken in connection with the assassination of the late President, think he may be in some way connected with it.

He is a young man not over 35, about six feet height, erect, weight about 180 lbs.; beard and mustache, long, heavy and full; hair very long and waving; all of brown color. (may all be false, but think not) Skin fair, hands soft, fingers tapering; hands have not seen hard work; has clear eyes, I think gray or blue, and intelligent forehead; has on good clothes under his rags; has a kind of sack containing two blankets and one pr. shoes. This is apparently all there is in it, but its weight is full 50 or 60 lb. Has a good silver watch, is well armed. He asked for a Detroit paper, turned at once to the conspiracy trial, (turned the papers as if he was acquainted with reading, etc.) read every word although the paper was an old one, asked for the paper when he left.

He is not deranged, These are my own observations, a dozen others have come to the same conclusions. His stories about himself do not agree. He keeps away from all houses except when driven by hunger, and always wants to know the news of the day. He also wanted to know the way north to Grand Haven. Grand Traverse etc. without taking the main road. He refuses work. He is near here now, and I expect will remain a short time longer. Should you think what I have written is a sufficient cause for you to act. I will be pleased to give you any assistance and information in my power.

I am Resp. Yours

H. Walsh, merchant


	JAMES W. WALSH	(6:404–6)


“W” R.B. (JAO) P92 1865

Washington

April 27th 1865

James Walsh

James Walsh, resident on 8th St. No. 608, being duly sworn states:

I am in the drug business. I know David E. Herold. He was in my father’s employ about eleven months.1 He left on the 4th of September without assigning any particular reason save a desire to sport. Had no money; was supposed to be poor. His father was ill; died two or three days after David left. The last time I saw him was on the Wednesday preceding the murder. I met him down the street and we walked on together. He told me he was going away either to France or Idaho. About a week before the assassination he had quite a roll of bills, probably $100. He pulled it out and showed it to me. He never told me where he got his money. About that time too I saw him with a carpetbag. He said then he was going to Point of Rocks having got a clerkship there. After he left us he was often away from Washington two or three weeks at a time.

I last saw Surratt three Sundays before the assassination. He was at St. Peter’s church in the Navy Yard. I heard Herold say he was in favor of the south. When news came of the surrender of Lee, he asked me why I didn’t hurrah for the downfall of the Rebellion and get drunk. He said he was going to get drunk. I heard him before on different occasions say that McClellan or Grant were whipped, and that he had intelligence to that fact. I supposed through Maryland. He had a great many Maryland friends; of those whom I have heard him mention. I recollect Henry Neal, Jim Birch, and Dr. Robinson under whom he studied. I believe the Dr. is a secessionist. Herold once asked for Surratt. I told him Surratt had told me he was going to Europe to avoid the draught. Herold said he was going with him. Herold was not easy to make angry; but being angry would fight, was muscular and quick. Was a blackguard where ladies were, and was not liked by them. He would on being merely introduced take liberties with them.

J. W. Walsh



1 Herold had worked as a pharmacy clerk in the senior Walsh’s store before joining Booth. Booth sought Herold’s help in his kidnap plot because of his knowledge of southern Maryland and his access to pharmaceuticals.


	FRANK WASHINGTON	(6:485–87, DW, Mudd, Poore II:313, III:283, Pitman 181, 194)


“W” R.B. (JAO) P102 1865

Frank Washington (colored)

Carroll Prison

April 28th 1865

Frank Washington (colored) examined by Colonel Jno. A. Foster.

I live with Dr. Samuel Mudd;1 take care of his horses; remember the morning the two men came there. It was just about daybreak. When Dr. called me from my bed both horses were there.

Question: What did you do?

Answer: He told me to carry them both around to the stable. When I got around to the door a gentleman said “Take my horse rub and curry it well and I will pay you.” I did that. After I was done my breakfast I never saw no more of them. Doctor said get his horse and gentlemen’s horses. I could not tell which way they went. That all I know. I live in the Doctor’s kitchen; in the same building.

Question: The doctor himself came home?

Answer: Yes, sir.

Question: What kind of looking man spoke to you?

Answer: It was just light and I could not see good.

Question: Did you help the man in?

Answer: I did not.

Question: He did not pay you?

Answer: No, sir.



1 Washington was one of Mudd’s former slaves who stayed on with Mudd as a laborer.

(6:488–90, DW, Mudd, Poore II:313, III:283, Pitman 181, 194)

“W” R.B. (JAO) P102 1865

Frank Washington

Statement of Frank Washington (col’d)

I live with Dr. Sam Mudd and was there when a couple of men came there on Saturday on horseback. It was just about daylight when they came. Dr. Mudd came and woke me up and told me to take the horses round to the stable. I only saw one of the men at that time. He told me to rub the horses & he would pay me for it. I did so, and after breakfast went to my work. At 12 o’clock I went to dinner. The Doctor told me to get his horse and the same young man that I saw in the morning told me to get him the little bay mare. I did so, and that is the last I saw of him or the horse. The young man I saw had on a low crown, black hat.

Neither of the horses appeared to me to be spattered with mud by a fall.1 I was at work that day about a quarter of a mile from the house, and out of sight.

I did not hear until Sunday that these men were suspected of having anything to do with the murder of the President.

I have lived with Dr. Mudd now some two years. I heard him say nothing about it.

I judge it was between 1 & 2 o’clock when I had the horses ready for the Doctor and this gentleman.

One of these men had a black saddle, while the other an ordinary one. Neither was an army saddle.

I saw nobody at Dr. Mudd’s that day except these two men and the men engaged on the place.



1 Curried Booth’s horse and commented on not seeing evidence of a fall as stated by David Herold.


	RODERICK D. WATSON1	(3:114)


Envelope: Postmark New York___19, Address; Mr. John H. Surratt,

Washington DC

New York,

March 19th, 1865

Mr. J. H. Surratt

Dear Sir,

I would like to see you on important business. If you can spare the time to come on to New York. Please telegraph me immediately on the reception of this, whether you can come on or not & much oblige.

Yours Etc.

R.D.Watson

PS

Address care Dumill etc.

178 ½ Water St.



1 Watson was a Confederate agent from Charles County, Maryland, who moved to New York during the war and carried out his operations from that city. The connection between Watson and John Surratt and Booth’s plot to capture Lincoln remains illusive, but Booth’s frequent visits to New York prior to Lincoln’s assassination suggest that agents in that city were communicating with Booth.


	ANNA M.WEBER	(5:271–73)
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Statement of Mrs. Anna M. Weber

April 14th 1865

My name is Mrs. Anne Weber. I am a housekeeper, and reside with my husband No. 325 Fifth Street, between J and K Streets in the city and county of Washington. I know Miss Anne Mitchell between two and three years. She is living and boarding for about two months in my family, from the conversation I have had with her, I believe her to be sympathize with the South. Myself and husband being loyal, which she knowed she would speak very little on that subject. I was introduced by her to a person named George Smith, in my house, who visited her at that time. She also formerly told me that she had a beaux south by the name of George Jarboe. She also told me that she corresponded with said Jarboe. On or about January she told me that said Smith was Mr. Jarboe, who had been south and was the person spoken of as her beaux and that he had been imprisoned and had then taken the oath allegiance when he was released. Since the last seven or eight weeks the said Jarboe had been away and the said Miss Mitchell has received several letters from him, from where I do not know. He has been in this city all of the week previous to the assassination of the President, and left my house on Thursday night, saying he would leave the next day, on Friday April the 14th inst. Since which time I have not seen him. Miss Mitchell told me that he had called on that Friday April 14th and told her goodbye at Towers Printing Office where she, the said Mitchell, is to work. That is all I know on the subject.

Mrs. Anna N. Weber


	W. B. WEER	(2:1085–87)


“W” 329 (JAO) 1865

W. B. Weer

Letterhead: U.S. Christian Commission,1 “This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of whom I am chief.”

Hon. E. M. Stanton

Sir,

I will drop you a few lines this morning which may be of some use to you in regard to the trial which is now in progress at Washington. We had a drafted man in our camp by the name of [unintelligible strike-through] P. C. H. Pain who made his boasts that he was for the South and that had charge of a squad of the St. Albans’ raiders, and he has often been heard to say that he would be willing to die if he could hear of the Presidents’ death. He claimed to be a Doctor from Robinson Co. Ky. but was drafted in Clermont (Co) Ohio and deserted went to Canada and was caught in Detroit Mich. and sent to our Regt. He is at present in the hospital being left at Savannah sick. He is about six feet high, blue eyes, dark hair, light complexion, very slim, and broad across the shoulders. If you wish to hear anything farther in regard to him, Address

W. B. Weer

Co. C. H. O B J

1st Brig. 3rd Div.

14, A. C.



1 A private philanthropic organization that was a forerunner of the Red Cross.


	LOUIS J. WIECHMANN2	(7:445–51, PW, Poore I:69, 135, 369, Pitman 113, 118, 120)


F-86

Statement of Wiechmann,3 April 30, 1865, furnished by W. P. Wood, Supt. O.C.

Prison

Louis J. Wiechmann, committed April 30, 1865

Is a native of Baltimore City Maryland, aged 22 years; profession a teacher, was educated at St. Charles College, Howard County, Md. as Student of Divinity; left college in July 1862. From Sept. 1862 to Dec. 1862 taught school at Pikesville, Baltimore County, Md. from Dec 25, 1862 to Jan 9, 1864 had charge of St. Matthews Institute of Washington. Situated on 19th Street between I and H Streets, which is under charge of the Rev. Dr. White. After this time and up to his arrest, Sunday April 30, 1865 was in the employ of the Government in the office of the Commissary General of Prisoners.

Wiechmann and John H. Surratt were college-mates at St. Charles College and on Wiechmann’s taking charge of St. Matthews Institute, Surratt invited Wiechmann to his mother’s house in Prince Georges County Md., which he visited about the month of March 1863 at which time Wiechmann met and was introduced to David E. Herold, only the usual civilities were exchanged on this occasion. Again Wiechmann visited Mrs. Surratt’s house in Prince George Co. Md. in the fall of 1863 and once again in the spring of 1864. Only the usual civilities were exchanged on all of these occasions. After Mrs. Surratt’s removal to Washington about November 1864, Wiechmann took a room for the month of November and afterwards with Mrs. Surratt, at which place he boarded at the time of his arrest.

On, or about the 15th of Jan, 1865,1 Wiechmann and Surratt were walking down Seventh Street. Surratt was hailed by someone opposite “Oddfellows Hall”. The person hailing was Dr. Samuel A. Mudd of Charles County Md. who was then in company with J. Wilkes Booth; Surratt introduced Dr. Mudd to Wiechmann and Dr. Mudd introduced Booth to Surratt and Wiechmann. Booth invited the party (Mudd, Wiechmann and Surratt) to his room at the National Hotel. Here a private conversation was held between Mudd, Surratt and Booth, in the passage near the room. On returning Booth and Mudd both apologized to Wiechmann in relation to the privacy of their business. From this time Booth became a constant frequenter of Mrs. Surratt’s house, generally inquiring for Mr. Surratt. About three weeks after this meeting of Mudd, Booth, Surratt and Wiechmann, Atzerodt made his appearance at the house of Mrs. Surratt.2 When John Surratt introduced Atzerodt to his sister (Anna), Miss Nora Fitzpatrick and Wiechmann with the addition that he was from Port Tobacco, by which name he was known and spoken of in the family of Mrs. Surratt. Atzerodt has made some ten or twelve visits to the house, sleeping in the house on one occasion in a back room of the 3rd story. David E. Herold came to the house on H Street on horseback once to see John H. Surratt. The other members of the family (Surratt) were not on good terms with Herold.

A man calling himself Wood visited the house twice.3 The first time he was ushered in by Wiechmann and gave his name as Wood, and remained at the house all night. This was about the last of February. The second time he came he gave his name as Paine.4 On this latter visit he represented himself as a Baptist preacher and that he came from Baltimore. He remained at Mrs. Surratt’s about three days, visiting Ford’s Theater on one evening in company with Miss Dean, Miss Nora Fitzpatrick and John H. Surratt. During the play J. Wilkes Booth called Surratt out of the box for private conversation (so reported by Miss Dean).

On one of these evenings during Paine’s last visit, about six o’clock in the evening, first came in John H. Surratt expressing great disappointment about something. Next came Paine and then Booth the latter much agitated and as Wiechmann says rather frantic.1 The parties then visited a room and held a private conversation.2 This second visit of Payne’s was sometime about the middle of March 1865.

There was also a man named Augustus S. Howell (a notorious rebel, now in prison) who visited the house of Mrs. Surratt and on one occasion brought a Mrs. Slater3 who was “running the blockade” and who went to Canada. On her return from Canada she stopped at Mrs. Surratt’s house for one night. John H. Surratt was to take her to meet Howell, but Howell being arrested John H. Surratt took her to Richmond, Va. himself. This occurred about the 25th of March, 1865, at which time Howell was committed. About the 2nd of April, Wiechmann and Atzerodt rode from the front of the Pennsylvania House to Mrs. Surratt’s where Atzerodt and Mrs. Surratt had a private interview.

On or about Tuesday 11th of April, Wiechmann and Mrs. Surratt drove in a buggy to Surrattsville also to Capt. Gwyn’s residence.4 On the road to Surrattsville she met her tenant, Lloyd, with whom she had some conversation in relation to the man Howell, stating that she would like to have him released on taking the oath of allegiance and would see Judge Turner about it.

The second buggy ride with Mrs. Surratt was on the Friday of the Presidents assassination. She represented her business to be in relation to some real estate. The buggy was driven to Lloyd’s place. A package of paper was left at Lloyd’s house.5 Wiechmann says he knows of no other business transacted at Lloyd’s only in relation to real estate, interest and similar matters appertaining to transactions between Mrs. Surratt and a man by the name of Nothey.6 Wiechmann wrote a letter to a party named “Brawner” for Mrs. Surratt and has given the substance of it in a paper directed to Col. Burnett.7



2 Wiechmann held a clerk’s position in the Office of the Commissary General of Prisoners and became the prosecution’s key witness against Mary and John Surratt and Samuel Mudd.

3 Wiechmann spelled his name “Wiechmann.” Throughout the trial, however, his name misspelled as “Wiechmann.” In later years he adopted the spelling “Wiechmann.”

1 The actual date of this meeting was December 23, 1865. The meeting was the third meeting between Booth and Mudd.

2 John Surratt recruited Atzerodt into Booth’s conspiracy during the first week of January 1865.

3 Reverend Wood was one of the aliases used by Lewis Powell.

4 Paine was the alias Powell used in signing his Oath of Allegiance dated March 14, 1865.

1 This incident occurred on March 17 and resulted in an aborted attempt to capture Lincoln following a theatrical performance at Campbell Hospital. When Lincoln failed to show up, the conspirators disbanded.

2 On March 15 Booth rented a private room at Gautier’s restaurant and held a meeting of his coconspirators over oysters and brandy.

3 Sarah Slater, an intriguing Confederate spy who was occasionally escorted in her travels between Richmond and Canada by John Surratt.

4 Mary Surratt did not go to Bennett Gwynn’s house; he visited her at the Surratt Tavern.

5 The package contained an expensive field glass that Booth asked Mary Surratt to take to the tavern and that he would pick up when he stopped at the Surratt Tavern around midnight on the night of the assassination.

6 Mary Surratt claimed that she went to the Surratt Tavern on the day of the assassination to collect money owed her by John Nothey. Once at the Surratt Tavern, she did not meet with Nothey or send for him.

7 James A. Brawner, along with Richard Smoot, sold their boat to John Surratt. The boat was intended to carry a captured Lincoln across the Potomac River to Virginia.

(2:681–83)
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Envelope: Postmark Old Point Comfort, Va. Jan 16, Address to Mr. Lewis J.

Wiechmann, Office Com Gen. of Prisoners, Washington City DC

Per flag of truce boat

“W” 201 (JAO) 1865

Richmond Va. Oct 17, 1864

Dear sir, As I have no chance to ask concerning your course these past years, I have to leave the matter to be decided by Rev. Mr. Dubreul of the Seminary, whom I authorize to decide for me on your application. I am sorry you did not, with Mr. Jno. Kain, go to the seminary, or when your time arrived got there, as you both stood on the same footing, and no doubt Rev. Mr. Dubreul would have received you as he did him. Of course I mean if he could afford to wait till after the war for the payment of expenses, and expect payment from me. I have written on this subject to Rev. Mr. Dubreul.

Very respectfully your [unintelligible]

J. M. Gill

Bp. of Richmond

Mr. Lewis J. Wiechmann

(4:422–26, PW, Poore I:69, 135, 369, Pitman 113, 118, 120)
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Statement addressed by Lewis J. Wiechmann to Col. Burnett.

Col. Burnett

1. In a spirit of braggadocio when I and other clerks in the office were blowing, I did once remark that I could make thirty thousand dollars as easy as dirt. The clerks wanted to know how. I told them never mind I knew how. I had nothing at all in view by this silly remark. Another remarked that a General had recommended him to Lieutenancy in the Marine Corps, another was going to be sutler at Fort Fisher, Commissary of Musters etc., another remarked that he was going to win 10,000 in a lottery and that he had bought a quarter of a ticket. All foolish talk of clerks and all said in a spirit of fun. And yet it appears what a man is to be held accountable for every idle word in this world as well as in the next.

2. I have said that I had an interview with Secretary Stanton; that I had made a voluntary statement of facts before him such as appears in my evidence, that he treated me kindly. I never said that he threatened me.1 You yourself know whether he did or not.

1. What I have done would have been the case had I been compelled by Gleason or not. I considered it my duty. Before I saw Gleason on the morning of the 15th at 9 ½ A.M.1 I had already given information and was on my way towards the lower portion of Maryland. If a man or woman be base enough to engage in a conspiracy of this kind, and I have reasonable grounds of suspicion, I have that amount of honesty at least to tell the Government all I know.

2. It has been stated that neither John Surratt nor I were “students of divinity”; that I said I was going to study law etc. was going to Hamburg etc. Very few except my parents knew that I intended to resume my studies next fall but written evidence can be adduced to show that such was the case. I may have been wrong when I said “student of divinity” it should have been “ecclesiastical students” I only used a general term. If I ever said anything about Hamburg, I did so to conceal my real intentions of going to the seminary etc.

3. I have never written to President Johnson nor visited him in regards to Mrs. Surratt nor do I intend to do so. I do not believe she is innocent. I partly made a promise to her friends, which, on account of circumstances, I do not deem it prudent to fulfill.

4. I never intended to run away from the drafts. I joined a exemption club by paying in $100.00. I have never been drafted. I have never yet acted dishonorably and would not have done so in this instance.

5. Since I have been on the stand, Officer McDevitt remarked to me one evening very jocosely “Wiechmann you did not know that I had sent a telegram on to Canada for you that you were worth $25,000”. All this was said in fun.

6. Mrs. Surratt some time in February did remark that Booth and John appeared to have business together and that she was bound to find it out. She went into the parlor and spoke to John but whether she found out their business I do not know.

Lewis J. Wiechmann

I am responsible for everything I say, but it is not pleasant to have things perverted and turned out of shape.



1 Some individuals, then and now, maintain that Wiechmann was threatened by Stanton with being charged as a conspirator unless Wiechmann testified to Mary Surratt’s guilt.

1 Wiechmann told his supervisor at work, Daniel H. L. Gleason, his suspicions that something strange was taking place at the Surratt boardinghouse. Gleason ignored Wiechmann’s comments, later regretting that he did not pass them along to the military authorities at the time.

(6:454–59, PW, Poore I:69, 135, 369, Pitman 113, 118, 120)
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Louis J. Wiechmann

Statement of Louis J. Wiechmann

Met Herold three times in his life; First time at Mrs. Surratt’s in ’63; last time eight or ten weeks ago.

Surratt studied Divinity; Was in the Express office in this city in January. It was on Good Friday that I went with Mrs. Surratt to the country; Surrattsville. She gave me ten dollars with which to hire horse. Nothey was the man who owed her money. Gwynn was her agent. Noff was present. Started from here about half past two; got there about four; remained until half past six. Did not eat; drank port wine sangaree. Left there at 6 ½; got back here at half past nine; retired at ten o’clock. Hired the horse from Brooks on G Street. Surratt left the house with a woman by name of Slater, March 27th; came back on the 3rd of April.1 Had nine or eleven pieces of gold. Holohan boarded there. I had been there at Surrattsville, with Mrs. Surratt, on the Tuesday previous to Good Friday; same week. Mrs. Surratt told me to go and get Booth’s buggy. Booth had sold the buggy, but gave me ten dollars to hire one with.

Left at 9; arrived at 12. Roads muddy; stayed 15 minutes; she went on to Gwynn’s house;2 took dinner; drove up to Surrattsville with Gwynn. Saw Nothey there. Got back here about 8 o’clock. Nothey, Gwynn and Mrs. Surratt in the parlor; drove there once in March, 1864. First time Mrs. Surratt took a basket with food in it; cakes. Next time a package which she said contained china dishes; a round package; 6 or 8 inches in diameter.3

I made Booth’s acquaintance on same day that Surratt did; on the 15th of January. Dr. Mudd introduced Booth to us both.4 Booth called Mudd and Surratt out and had private conversation with them; drew something on back of envelope. Did not seem to be writing; Met Booth frequently at Mrs. Surratt’s. Surratt and Booth used to have private interviews. Met Booth at Mr. S.’s at the hotel; walked down 7th Street; over and at restaurant near Ford’s Theater. Atzerodt, Herold and Surratt were all there; also Holohan. Went from there to Holohan’s. Time Booth played is last piece, he played for the benefit of McCullough. After 4th of March wrote to Bishop McGill, at Richmond, Oct 27th 1864 and March 15th, 1864. Received reply from him. Shows Sec’y. Booth was at Mrs. Surratt’s house at half past two o’clock on day of the assassination.

Surratt came to me once to have me write something flowery about Booth’s having withdrawn from the stage and become speculator. Surratt said he had taken twenty shares in oil himself; that Booth had made $10,000.5 I have had discussions on politics. Lady hit me over the head with brush; Miss Surratt. It was about slavery and our soldiers; mad because I went downstairs with blue pants on. Paine has been at the house twice; first time ten weeks ago. Inquired for Mr. Surratt; out. I invited him in. He said his name was Wood. He came again; and second time gave his name as Paine. Said he had been in the South; but had come North, and taken the oath; stayed there three days. Found false mustache in my room. Went upstairs in third story and found Surratt and Paine playing with bowie knives; also saw two revolvers and four sets of spurs.

Miss Anna Ward; had no doubt spoken to her. Miss Mary Murray; keeps Herndon House. Met Atzerodt. He said, “Have you seen Paine?” I said, “No, is he at the Herndon House?” He said “Yes.” On night of April 18th left Porterfield house in _____. Have see two letters from Surratt. One to his mother, and the other to Miss Ward. The one to his mother was dated April 12th; that to Miss Ward,_____[sic]. Anna Ward is teacher at convent on corner of 10th and G Street. Saw telegram from Booth. It read, “Telegraph John number and street at once”.1

Mrs. Slater is a blockade-runner. Learned from Mrs. Surratt that she and Surratt had gone to Richmond on March 27, 1865. Holohan has seen her at the house twice. I saw her but once; always had her veil down. A man by the name of Howell was there in the beginning of February. Think him a blockade-runner. Mrs. Surratt said he was. His movements about the house were suspicious; would not go out nights.

Saw Surratt last on April 3rd; took oysters with him. Said he saw Benjamin and Davis, and they said Richmond would not be evacuated. Had been bad and dissipated for some time; has been in house of ill-fame.

Mrs. Surratt made the remark, “a funny looking preacher” as to Paine. J. H. Surratt is 21 years of age. Think he went once to Richmond in March, ’64. Told me by route of Baltimore. Joseph Surratt, living in Steubenville, is a cousin to Anna Surratt. Told Capt. Gleason my suspicions several weeks ago.



1 John Surratt escorted Sarah Slater to Richmond on March 25 and left for Washington on April 3, arriving there on April 6.

2 Bennett Gwynn, a close neighbor of Mary Surratt in Surrattsville.

3 This trip occurred on April 14, the day of the assassination. The package contained Booth’s field glass, which he asked Mary to deliver to John Lloyd, telling Lloyd to have the glass and shooting irons ready that evening.

4 The date of the introduction was December 23, 1864.

5 Booth invested six thousand dollars in an oil well in Venango County, Pennsylvania. He soon lost most of the investment around the time he turned his attention to kidnap.

(6:462–67, PW, Poore I:69, 135, 369, Pitman 113, 118, 120)
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Col. Fosters report concerning

Louis J. Wiechmann.

Lewis J. Wiechmann is an employee in the office of Colonel Hoffman, Commissary General of Prisoners. He boarded with Mrs. Surratt and was very intimate with the family. On several occasions he has mentioned to one or two of his fellow clerks in the office a plan by which they could make a great deal of money; mentioned the sum of twenty-five or thirty thousand dollars; gave them to understand that it was something relating to the blockade-running business, and said that the persons who were in it were young men who were no more secessionists than Unionists; that they did it for the fun of the thing and to make money; did not care for one side more than the other. He gave an air of great mystery to the whole affair and never gave any details, though on one occasion a witness says about the time of the inauguration he spoke in relation to a plot which he thought was to assassinate all the officers. This was about the time that the draft was to be made. At that time he seemed to be much depressed in spirits; witness says it was not on account of the draft, however, but for something that he seemed to have on his mind. He pretended that he intended to find the detail of the plot for the purpose of exposing it to the government. His friends advised him not to go into it as it was against the government; when he afterwards attempted to laugh it off and then said he intended to find it out for the purpose of reporting the same to the government.1

One witness says that he remembers that the name of Booth was mentioned in connection with the conspiracy. On the afternoon of the 14th Wiechmann took Mrs. Surratt to the residence of one Lloyd at Surrattsville, where she gave directions to have the firearms, which had been left for the Surratt’s, prepared when Booth and Herold should call for them that night. The house of Mrs. Surratt, where Wiechmann boarded, appears to have been a rendezvous for all the conspirators; Atzerodt, Young Surratt, Payne and also Wood, Mr. Seward’s assassin; all boarded there, and were in the habit of holding their meetings in Mrs. Surratt’s room downstairs. It seems extremely improbable that Wiechmann was ignorant of the plot, if he was not an accomplice; and it is presumed that he was endeavoring to induce his brother clerk to join the plot when he made use of the expressions above alluded to. Large quantities of envelopes, with the official frank of the office of the Commissary General of Prisoners, was found in his room. Wiechmann was a graduate at the same college as Booth Surratt.2

At about five o’clock of Saturday morning, after the murder he went to Nailor’s Stable, in a state of great excitement and tried to persuade the witness, Brooke Stabler, that Surratt had gone to Canada. He called for whiskey and seemed to be laboring under great apprehensions. The witness repeats several times the statement in regard to the state of excitement and trembling that Wiechmann was in; and says that he charged him, the witness, not to say anything about Surratt having gone to Canada; and that Booth had committed the murder, but seemed to impress upon his mind that it should not be repeated.



1 Booth sent a telegram to Wiechmann on March 23 from New York. Booth wanted the address of the Herndon House so that Lewis Powell, who was in New York with Booth, could go to Washington and check into the rooming house. The telegram was introduced into the trial as exhibit 40 and was attested to by A. R. Reeves, the New York telegrapher who sent the message (Reeves, PW, Poore I:367, Pitman 120).

1 Wiechmann was a suspect at the beginning of the investigation but, like John Lloyd, became a principal government witness for what we recognize today as immunity.

2 Wiechmann and Surratt were students together at St. Charles College in Ellicott’s Mill, Maryland, but did not graduate.

(6:472–74, PW, Poore I:69, 135, 369, Pitman 113, 118, 120)
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L. J. Wiechmann

Examined by Col. Foster

Old Capitol Prison

May 2nd 1865

I think when Mrs. Slater ran the blockade must have been some time in the month of February, in the beginning of the month. She had her veil down and I cannot describe her. She was short and thin. Never had a moments conversation with her in my life; never saw her face; her veil was always down. The longest time she stayed at Mrs. Surratt’s was one night if I remember correctly. I do not know whether they had a picture of her. I think she was brought there by a man by the name of Howe.1 When they came, they came as knowing Mr. John Surratt rather than Mrs. Surratt. Gen. Howe lived down in Prince George County someplace. She came in the evening and inquired in person for Mr. Surratt; about 8 or 10 o’clock; I am speaking of the last time John Surratt was not at home. First time she called in the beginning of February at 8 o’clock in the evening. As near as I can remember Howe rode up with her shortly afterwards. Howe was captured about the 24th of March. It was the 25th of March when she called and stayed all night. I have not seen her since. She went away with John Surratt to Richmond. I saw Surratt next in April. I did not understand until two or there days afterward that he had gone to Richmond. He went on the 29th of March and returned on the 3rd of April. He did not believe Richmond had fallen; that he had seen Davis and Benjamin and they were of opinion it would not be evacuated. Then he went to Montreal,2 and that is the last I have seen of him; that was the 3rd of April. He said nothing about his blockade-running scheme; he never trusted me with his business. Am a Catholic; made John Surratt’s acquaintance in college, where he was a moral, exemplary young man.



1 The man named Howe in Wiechmann’s statement refers to Augustus Howell, another Confederate agent that used Mary Surratt’s boardinghouse and tavern as safe houses.

2 John Surratt was in Elmira, New York, at the time of the assassination on an assignment for Edwin Grey Lee, who replaced Jacob Thompson as head of the Confederate operations in Canada.

(6:499–507, PW, Poore I:69, 135, 369, Pitman 113, 118, 120)3
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Carroll Prison

Washington, May 5, 1865

Louis J. Wiechmann (letter)

To Col. H. L. Burnett, Judge Advocate

War Department

Colonel,

I have the honor to call your attention to the following additional facts in my recollection. You confused and terrified me so much yesterday that I was almost unable to say anything.

I am as anxious as you and the Government are that all the guilty parties should be brought to justice and meet the fate they well deserve but for God’s sake do not confound the innocent with the guilty.

To begin I would state that I have ridden out only twice this year on horseback; Once on the morning of the 2nd of April, with Atzerodt. Mrs. Surratt had sent me out to tell him that she would like to see him as soon as possible.

I found him standing in front of the Pennsylvania House with two horses. I asked him whose horses they were, “One is mine”, he said, “and the other is Booth’s.” I then asked him whether he would not let me ride one and he said “yes”.

We then rode to Mrs. Surratt’s where Atzerodt saw her. I remained astride waiting for him. On leaving Mrs. Surratt’s we went to St. Aloysius church and thence to Trinity Church in Georgetown. We remained He acted just as a Catholic, and in my saying to him that he would make a good Christian, he said that though “he was generally looked upon as a big fool, he knew how to behave himself in the company of decent people.” We then returned and he left the horses at Nailor’s Stable, corner of 13th & E St. During our ^the^ ride, I asked “Port Tobacco” what he and Booth were doing together so often. He said that Booth intended to rent the Washington Theater and employ him as ticket agent. The second time that I rode out on horseback was on Saturday morning April 15th from Captain Tompkin’s stables with some United States detective officers. We started in pursuit of the fugitives and went as far as Piscataway, Maryland.

Booth, so Surratt told me, had gone out riding on a certain Sunday afternoon with John McCullough, the actor. It was about the time when Forrest was here last.1 This may account for the mistake of the stable keeper when he says that I went out riding with Booth.

I drove a buggy only twice in my life. These two drives you have been made aware of in my previous statement.

Surratt continually told me that he was going to Europe and once when Atzerodt was present and heard him make the remark, he (Atzerodt) winked and remarked that he was also going to Europe but on “horseback”.

Surratt also mentioned to me once that he and Booth were going to play on the stage together. “John,” said I, “would you become an actor?” “Of course I would,” answered he, “it’s no disgrace.”

I am not aware whether I informed you that Surratt and Payne (on the occasion of their visit to the theater with Miss Dean & Miss Fitzpatrick, this was on Payne’s second visit) having returned home with the ladies, left immediately and remained out all night, not coming back until the next morning at 7 o’clock. I asked John where he had been, and he replied, “Al, mind your own business.” Two or three days afterward he told me that he had been with a party of “sociables” at Gautier’s, partaking of an oyster and champagne supper. Who these “sociables” were, he never said.

Nor do I exactly remember whether I told you that (it was at the time of Payne’s last visit) on returning from my office, I went to my room and rang the bell for Dan, the colored servant of the house, and inquired of him where John was. Dan replied that “Massa John had ridden out about two o’clock in the afternoon with six others.” On going downstairs to dinner, I found Mrs. Surratt in tears. Having demanded of her what was the matter she could only answer, “Oh, John is gone away!” His sister, however, appeared to very be self-composed. After dinner, (we dined at half past four) I went to my room and commenced reading. About six o’clock Surratt came rushing into the room much excited. I looked at him and inquired what the matter was, “Al,” said he, “my prospect is gone, my hopes are blighted; I want something to do. Can you get me employment?” Soon after Payne came in also much excited, and then in about fifteen minutes Booth followed Booth who was so much agitated that he walked around the room very frantically for three or four times before he even saw me. He had a small whip in his hand.1

The three then went upstairs where they must have remained about twenty minutes when all left the house together. Whilst the three were together in my room, not one word of conversation passed between them. Payne, (Surratt told me) went to Baltimore that evening. Booth started the next day for New York. I mentioned to Capt. Gleason next morning that the mysterious incomprehensible business of Booth and Surratt had failed. Some two or three weeks after this Surratt and I were passing the Post Office. Surratt inquired for a letter sent to him under the name of James Sturdey. This letter he permitted me to read. It was badly written and signed “Wood”. The writer stated that he was endeavoring to get something to do in New York, that he was stopping at some hotel (I think but am not certain, that it was the “Revere House”). He stated further that he would soon leave for a private boarding house in W. Grand St., mentioning some number, I think, between 120 & 130.

This was the substance of the letter.

On another occasion, Surratt said he would dictate a letter and that I should write it. It was addressed to a man by the name of “Browner”. The letter as nearly as I can now remember ran thus: “Dear Tom,

Tell (mentioning someone’s name) to have that money ready for me by the first of the week. I will call down and collect it”.

Surratt then sealed the letter and said it did not mean money at all but that the party would understand it.

On the 10th of April, the occasion of Lee’s surrender, I saw Atzerodt standing in the War Department Square and listening to the harangues. He walked down the street with me and altogether acted very foolishly. I remarked to him that he was crazy. He said, “You will find out before long that you are I am not half so crazy as you imagine.”

Mrs. Surratt has always been reserved in conversation with me. She always seemed to fret about “John”. When returning home on Friday I asked her when Booth was going away from Washington. She said Booth was going to New York very soon, never to return. After tea that evening, the young ladies and myself went into the parlor and Mrs. Surratt herself soon came home in. She was ner appeared to be very nervous, walking up and down the room. I asked her why she was so nervous, She said she did not feel well. Then turning round, she looked at me and asked which way the procession was coming (we had seen the procession on the avenue when returning from the country). I told her I did not know. She said she felt interested. When John had gone to Richmond, she told me he was going went there to get a clerkship.

Friday evening, she chased the young ladies and myself upstairs to our room and remained alone in the parlor. Some six or eight weeks before, when accompanying her to church, I asked her why John brought such fellows as Atzerodt & Herold to the house and associated with them. She said John wished to make use of them.

I once asked her what Booth’s business with John was, she answered “Cotton Speculation”.

Concerning Howell and Mrs. Slater, I would beg leave to state more explicitly that Howell came to the house about the beginning of February from N. York. They called him Spencer about the house. He stated that he had left behind him in N. York a Mrs. Slater who was going to Canada, that he stopped at the “European” hotel. He remained in the house about four days when he left towards evening with this woman, who had returned from Canada. She did not at this time enter the house but remained seated in a buggy outside. They went to Richmond. She was again in the city about the 16th of March, stopping at the house on the night of the 17th; went to Canada, returned and left on the 23rd of March in company with Surratt (with a two horse team) for the purpose of meeting Howell ^(in the country)^, who I suppose was to have taken her back to Richmond. This man Howell has since been captured and is now here. I never saw Mrs. Slater’s face, she always wore her veil down and I believe she was a North Carolinian. Surratt said she spoke French.

On the night of the assassination I retired ^at^ about ten o’clock or perhaps ^at^ half past ten. Mr. Holohan was in the house at that time. About three o’clock on Saturday morning detective officers Bigley, McDevitt & Clarvoe came to the house and searched it. I then and there for the first time learned the horrible news. At half past seven in the morning, I went out and walked down Seventh St. a short piece and on returning stopped at Brook’s place. I had at that time no suspicion of Surratt’s being involved in this affair and I told him too that I thought that Atzerodt, or the crazy Dutchman, as they called him from the description I read in the papers was Secty. Seward’s assassin. I then walked in the direction of 10th St. and met Mr. Holohan in front of the Patent Office on “F” St. He also suspected that “Port Tobacco” was the assassin of Secy. Seward. We returned (Mr. Holohan & I) to the house, took breakfast at about eight o’clock, reported at Metropolitan Police Hdqrs and stated what we knew concerning these parties. Since that time we have been at the disposal of the Government, and the Government must judge of the integrity of our actions. I would also state that at another time I once met Atzerodt on 7th St. and he introduced to me a man named “Bailey”. Of this man I know nothing at all except having seen him.

I have the honor to be, Colonel

Very respectfully,

Your Obdt. Serv.

Louis J. Wiechmann

Col. Will you please allow my clothing to be sent to me. I have had no change for four weeks. By doing this you will confer a great favor on me.



3 Wiechmann was arrested as one of Booth’s conspirators and was sent to the Carroll Annex of the Old Capitol Prison. His relationships with Booth and especially John Surratt made him a prime suspect at first. Wiechmann writes to Burnett ready to tell all to save himself from becoming one of the accused.

1 “Forrest” is Edwin Forrest, one of the great Shakespearean actors of the day. Gautier’s is a restaurant on Pennsylvania Avenue where Booth held a midnight dinner for his team of conspirators on March 15, 1865, one month before the assassination.

1 The meeting of “agitated” conspirators that Wiechmann describes occurred on March 17, 1865, and resulted from an aborted attempt to capture Lincoln at the Campbell Hospital a few hours earlier. Lincoln failed to show up, and the conspirators thought that the government had uncovered their plot.
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Wiechmann, L. J.

Carroll Prison, Washington DC May 28, 1865

Col. Burnett

Asst. Judge Advocate

Mil. Commission, Washington

Colonel,

I would beg leave to make to you a few necessary additional statements concerning Howell. He says that he has been to Richmond only twice, once in April 1864 and once in February 1865. This can be hardly so as he has the reputation of being the most notorious blockade-runner ever crossed the Potomac. He was at the Surratt house in the country sometime in the beginning of October 1864.

When he was in the city in February, I heard him say in the parlor that he took a pair of gold spurs from the residents of Prince George’s Co. as a present for Gen. R. E. Lee. He also stated that he had been in Canada frequently and that Jacob Thompson the rebel agent there would give him as much gold as he would want; that Mrs. Slater had frequent access to the St. Albans Raiders; that he was well acquainted with Lee and Davis and had frequent private interviews with them.

He was once arrested and confined in the Old Capitol. I know not under what name.

He also said once in my hearing that he did not care for any oath, that he could stomach any amount of them.

When I came into prison here, he threatened me and said that I should not say anything against him else it would be worse for me and that he was afraid of being implicated in the conspiracy plot. I informed him that I had made a statement, had mentioned his name and that I was determined to tell the truth at all hazards, and I will do so though the heavens fall. He also says that he never saw me with blue pants on. This is a notorious falsehood. The very first time I saw the man in the house, I had on my full uniform, cloak, cap and pants. I am quite certain (though not positive) that Capt. Gwynn knows everything about him (and the spurs) as he has been secreted at his house once or twice and he can tell more about the man than I.

In regard to the so much disputed theological affair, I herewith enclose a letter from the Bishop of Richmond, Va. which you may use as you think proper. There is no theological seminary in Richmond and I would state that it is not always necessary to enter a seminary if one desires to become a student of divinity in our church. One’s studies can be prosecuted in the private residence of a clergyman equally as well as in a Seminary. I know numbers of my friends who are prosecuting their studies in that manner.

I have no desire to be censured about my private affairs nor do I wish that the evidence of such men as Howell, who do not regard the sanctity of an oath be used against me, especially when “it is a put up job”. I do not fear him or any of his accusations as far as loyalty is concerned but as regards my character for truth it is not in his power to blight it.

I have acted from principle throughout this entire affair and have no doubt made many personal enemies. Even one of the Counsel yesterday had the politeness to inform me that I had no “human feelings”.

No person could have had more sympathy, respect & love for Mrs. Surratt & son than I but when they place me in a position as to tarnish my own reputation and to make me suspected as an accomplice in President Lincoln’s murder, my sympathy ceases forever.

John Surratt was, no doubt, sworn to kill President Lincoln & I am sworn to avenge his death. Very Reply, Lewis J. Wiechmann

If the Government permit me, I can redeem my character ten thousand times over from the impious accusation of such men as Howell.

Please take care of enclose letter for me. The conversation about the prisoners is incorrect. The number of rebels in our hands was according to paper accounts 78,000 and the number in Rebel hands 33,000. This statement was published in the papers at that time just about the time of the exchange. I never looked on the books of the office to ascertain that number, as I did not keep that particular book. This man fears the name Spencer very much. I know not why.

(3:134–37, PW, Poore I:69, 135, 369, Pitman 113, 118, 120)
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Letters found among Wiechmann’s papers.1

NY Feb. 15/65

Yr hurried note Mr. Wiechmann just before yr return from Phila. to W. City Jany 7th gave promise of one of yr ever-welcome lengthy letters which has not as yet reached me. I hope you could not possibly have been offended by any part of my reply on Jany 9th, which I suppose our mutual friend Mr. S__tt found in some envelop with his little note. How sorry I should be to have anything disturb the disinterested friendship existing between us, Mr. Wiechmann. I regretted to hear of any annoyances to you that gave so little leisure & caused yr trip to Phila. Is it all “sunshine” again with you, & how did you enjoy yr trip to Baltimore end of Jany! Will you please write to me directly & explain why Mr. S. has not been to N. Y., or if he is still at home. I have often thought of you lately, and sincerely hope yr prospects are fair for gaining the heart you seemed to covet. You see I understood your affectionate remark about Mr. S___tt & the conclusion, “I love him, indeed I do, & his ____too”. Now I hope you won’t mind telling me if your suit is favored. I will promise to keep it a profound secret, so ‘do tell’. You know none would rejoice more sincerely than I over any event you desired. Allow me to congratulate you on your appointment abroad. Do you pass through Phila or NY in July to embark? Will you oblige me by an immediate reply to this, especially about Mr. S__tt, for I shall bid adieu to NY on the 21st instant & desire yr reply on 20th if possible. Now before you read the next page you promise to yourself not to tell to anyone.

I expect to pass through W. City on the 23rd or 24th (PM) & if you will only write in reply to all my questions, the hour this reaches you, I promise to send you a line on arrival to inform you where to find me. The Dr. & Mrs. R. don’t know yet if we shall be at Willard’s or elsewhere, or I would tell you now, however you can find out even if yr letter don’t come, but I should prefer the answer requested. I shall probably leave again on 25th & don’t wish a word of this spoken of. Will you oblige me by sending information of the health of my uncle & his family? I have not written him of my visit, but shall arrange to see him if all’s well. We will talk over “surprising” him. I hope you will bring dear Miss S. with you to call on me. I could love her for yr sake & her brother’s; two of my best kindest, and most sincere W. C. Friends.

Watch the papers for name of R. in “arrivals” on 23rd. I hope our friendly relation obviates the necessity of apology for addressing you without an unanswered letter to reply to. The distance that will separate us after our possible interview on the “23rd” or “24th” will be far greater than ever; before we shall no longer be able to correspond, though the ties of friendship will ever remain unchanged, I hope & feel it will be so if you are willing.

May yr future be all you wish. I know & feel Miss S_tt is worthy of you & they are all favorably disposed towards you, I believe. Give my kindness regards to all friends. Love to Cousin L. & Mrs. Danhams & Mrs. Moulder’s family. The early reply I ask will be esteemed a great favor. Hoping your health is improving, I am as ever, Most sincerely yr Friend,

Clara



1 Known as “the Clara letter.” The notation that this letter was found among Wiechmann’s papers is in error. It was found, along with the “Menu” letter (2:381–82), among Booth’s papers at the National Hotel in Washington. The letter reads like a loosely coded message dealing with John Surratt.
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Wiechmann, Louis

Washington DC

June 11, 1865

Colonel H. L. Burnett,

Asst. Judge Advocate

Colonel,

I would beg leave to ask if you cannot assist me in forwarding my salary for the month of April which is still due me. I am here without means and this sum would be of considerable assistance to me.

By obtaining a note to that effect from the Secretary of War, the difficulty would be obviated and a friend would be obliged.

Very Resp, Yours,

Louis W. Wiechmann

(3:1154–58, PW, Poore I:69, 135, 369, Pitman 113, 118, 120)
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Wiechmann, Louis

Items not brought out in the examination of Wiechmann, or that he has since recalled.

On the evening of the 14th Mrs. Surratt was more nervous than I ever saw her. She paced the floor of the parlor, counting her beads. She asked which way the procession was moving and said she had an interest in that procession. While counting her beads, she asked Wiechmann and the girls (Miss Anna Surratt & Miss Fitzpatrick) to “pray for her intentions.” Growing still more nervous ^and a considerable noise being made by these three^, Mrs. Surratt bade them all leave the room and go upstairs, which they did.

That it was Booth who called at Mrs. Surratt’s house about that evening is shown by a remark of Miss Surratt at the breakfast table next morning (Mrs. Surratt having opened the door for him) “Think of that man Booth having called at this house not more than an hour and a half before the assassination.”

On the afternoon of the 14th when on the way to Surrattsville, she inquired when about three miles from Washington if the pickets remained out all night. The man of whom she made the inquiry said they were called in at 8 o’clock; she remarked she was glad to hear it.

(3:1108–10, PW, Poore I:69, 135, 369, Pitman 113, 118, 120)
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Wiechmann, Louis J.

Washington DC

June 16, 1865

Col. H. L. Burnett

Asst. Judge Advocate

Mil. Commission

Colonel,

It is at the earnest solicitation of my parents that I am again compelled to address you. It’s their wish and mine also that you permit my parole to extend to Philadelphia. I will observe it there as faithfully and scrupulously as I have done here and will report every morning to any officer you may designate.

I am here now almost without friends and means. I am anxious to see my parents; who have never deceived me; my sisters who love their unfortunate brother so much. The world as it were turns a cold shoulder on me and I long to revisit that home where I can at least find one sympathizing heart, my mother’s.1 Colonel, if then you can assist me, I would beg you to do it, to settle my affairs for me and permit me to go where I know I will be safe.

My father’s residence is No. 1532 Collonhill St., Phila. Penn. Hoping you will attend to this as soon as possible.

I am, Colonel, very Reply

Your Obt. Svt.

Louis J. Wiechmann



1 Wiechmann’s testimony was considered by certain elements of the press and the public to be an effort to save his own neck at Mary Surratt’s expense. After Mary Surratt’s execution on July 7, Wiechmann was considered responsible for her hanging, causing bitter criticism of his alleged betrayal of her and her son John. Wiechmann was dogged by supporters of Mary Surratt who believed that her execution resulted from Wiechmann’s testimony.

(7:359–63, PW, Poore I:69, 135, 369, Pitman 113, 118, 120)
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Letter to Stanton from Wiechmann, Aug. 4, 1865

Phil. Penna.

August 4, 1865

Hon. E. M. Stanton

Secretary of War

Washington DC

Sir,

I had hoped on leaving Washington that I would be permitted to resume my studies but on account of recent events and of the very prominent part that I have borne in the pursuit and trial of the conspirators, such a thing is for the present utterly impossible.

I therefore again have recourse to you, confident that you will assist me as far as you can. In my interview with you on the 30th of April, you remarked that you regretted the position in which I was placed. I had just made a lengthy statement. I knew what depended on it, but I was determined to sacrifice everything and be truthful. The trial and the execution have established my integrity beyond doubt.

I can say without hesitation that I have been of as much assistance as any other man in pursuing and exposing the assassins. It was our party, (Mr. McDevitt1 and myself) who finally procured the photographs of Booth & Herold and a miniature of John H. Surratt and who first gave information to Gen. Augur concerning the supposed conspirators. I myself, told Col. Burnett and Marshal McPhail of Baltimore where they could find a full life size portrait of Surratt which you now have.

On the 17th of April I saw Col. Baker and gave him all the information in my possession concerning Payne & Mrs. Surratt and he himself acknowledged that “we had the inside track of him”. That evening a guard was placed at the Surratt House where Payne was arrested. It was our party who first searched the Penna. and Herndon Houses and the house of Herold’s mother and obtained valuable information which was immediately communicated to Gen. Augur. Then again I went to Canada by authority of the Government and obtained information there with regard to Surratt. It was my aim to do anything in my power to assist the government.

I cannot now resume my studies without money of which I am entirely destitute. I have no position and on account of recent events, it would be inadvisable for me to apply because people then would think that I had been dismissed by you.

I do not like to say that I claim a reward. I would be very thankful to you if you could assist me in procuring a situation for a few months, at least, in the Custom House or Post Office of this city or in Boston. I may still be of some service. I speak three foreign languages, French, German, and Spanish. ^Otherwise^, I would also be thankful if ^instead of giving a situation^ You would aid me pecuniarily in order that I may resume my studies. I ask it as a favor now that you are about to distribute the rewards.

None has suffered as much or done more than I to assist to you and now I ask a little assistance in turn that I may be enabled to rise again in life. Do not think me impertinent, such is not the case.

In conclusion let me say that should you hear from me in future, it will be as an honor to my country and not as a disgrace.

I have the honor, sir, to be very Respectfully

Your Obdt, Servant,

Louis J. Wiechmann

No, 1532 Callohill St. Phila. Pa.



1 James A. McDevitt, a detective for the Washington Metropolitan Police.


	PHILIP WELLINGTON	(2:836–42)


“W” 242 (JAO) 1865

Wellington, Philip

Washington City DC

May 6th 1865

W. A. Nichols

Assistant Adjutant General

In regard to the Assassination of Abraham Lincoln;

The following has been thoroughly sifted, in all channels, and so fully corroborated by various details that it is indeed entitled to ample credit.

That assassinations, and other outrageous crimes were fully sanctioned by Jeff Davis & Co., of that, no southern loyalist has the slightest doubt. The Hon. W. D. Snow will without doubt recollect that in the early history of the Rebellion, in our locality, it had been advocated by Pike1 and others, who boldly declared that retaliation, in its most hideous shapes, were not alone justifiable, but should and would receive every encouragement, and protection, by the Confederate Government.

This abominable speech of Pike’s, appeared in the Little Rock papers, and were copied by the Pine Bluff presses, and editorially sustained and its measures urged. I retained for a considerable time those papers; that advocated with such force, these hellish plans, and among my true Union friends, commented upon the wicked and accursed measures so boldly, so able, & so firmly advocated.

But from close observation of the remarks made by Washingtonian traitors, I am fully satisfied that we are all giving Jeff & Co. too much credit. When we assert that he & Co. plotted the successful attempt on our lamented President. That plot, Dear Sir, I think I can truly assert, from every prominent remark made by sympathizers, bearing on that terrible occurrence originated in New York City, by prominent and wealthy sympathizers in that metropolis.

But for what particular object, you would reasonably ask.

It is easily answered. That same powerful political element, which endeavored to rouse a counter revolution, in the last presidential campaign, is more powerful today than ever, for being foiled in one base attempt, only excited a still more accursed hatred, and the thoughts of losing millions, has given to self-interest, an additional stimulus and therefore, they plotted the plan to kill off the leading characters of our country! If he or they, who on mature reflection, would assert that they have been foiled in their intentions, even in part, are but poor judges, of foul human nature.

We are now occupying a most critical position as a nation. No one can deny that the death of Abraham Lincoln has caused a complete dormancy, in regard to the war, and also that the deep interest, cherished by every loyal heart in regard to the military operations is perfectly dead.

The truth is, the masses look for a new era, and therefore, this is the covetous moment; that traitors will use to further their dark and hellish schemes and my word for it, from all indications, they are making good use of their time.

As the Hon. W. D. Snow has not yet arrived, I communicate to you what I am confident he will fully sustain.

If once more though grasping with adversity, in its fullest force, I have not been prevented from extending my fullest dues to my adopted country and I would again be permitted to ask the means to bring to justice, the enemies that hovers around ready Cain like, to destroy the noble & fabric instituted by men, and which has been truly blest, by Divine power.

If I am not worthy of credit & respect, try others that you better know and you will too truly find, that my statements are not alone correct, but that delay of action will produce enormous troubles.

And further, give to a base opposition additional strength and enable them, forthwith, to plan a more desperate struggle, in quarters least suspected.

Truly, & most Respectfully

Your most willing & obt. Svt,

Philip Wellington



1 Albert Pike, a brigadier general in the Confederate Army. Born in Massachusetts, Pike settled in Arkansas. He raised and commanded three regiments of Native Americans.
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Wellington, Philip

Washington City

April the 17th 1865

Hon. Edwin M. Stanton

Secretary of War

My dear Sir, let nothing under the sun induce you to consider the following presumption. By the spirit of Abraham Lincoln I implore you to carry it into effect. Let 1,000 tried loyal men of every class be duly sworn as detectives for 10 days in the District of Columbia, (equally distributed) & treason shall receive its due reward. Again I assert, the assassins & their aiders and abettors are among us, plotting for new sacrifices. Such is the signs I see forcible inscribed on the countenances of every accursed sympathizer.

Most Respectfully etc.

Philip Wellington

P. S.

Heed this advise & you & thousands shall live to bless the man who gave it.

Again yours etc.

P.W.

Please do not meditate, but act with energys best powers.

Forgive yours truly P. Wellington
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Wells, S. L.

Worcester Mass

June 26th 1865

Hon. E. Stanton

Dear Sir, There is a rumor prevalent in this city that the notorious Dr. Blackburn, of Yellow Fever plot notoriety is none other than one Dr. Brennan who resided in this city until nearly two years since.

Said Dr. came here from Halifax five years since as the Count Brennan. He left word at the P. Office here that if letters came for some half dozen aliases (which he gave) to place them all in his box. There is no division of opinion here respecting the probability of this so-called Dr. Blackburn & “Brennan” being one & the same. Before consuming further of your time I will append a brief description of the man as this may set at rest all doubt or uncertainty in the matter.

Description

Dr. Brennan is tall, of dark complexion, thin featured, black hair worn long & inclined to curl. Has a peculiar gait, not at all graceful as would attract remark from his general appearance as passed on the street. Is very much of a gentleman in his manner & is full of natural dignity; married while here on an acquaintance of a few weeks, a Miss Josephine Stewart.

No motive other than to benefit the government has prompted the writing of this letter, & the writer wishes no publicity given. Rspt. Frank C. Wells
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Col. H. H. Wells

Bryantown

May 8, 1865

Col. H. H. Wells

Says that in the examination he gave to Samuel Coxe at Bryantown the evening he was brought there about 11 o’clock P.M., Coxe denied all knowledge of either of the two persons named being or having been at his house; and on being told by Col. Wells that he could make a statement if he pleased, but if he did make one; it must be true, & that if he made a false one the Colonel would tie him up by his thumbs, he asked for time for reflection. The Colonel told him he could have until 4 o’clock the next morning to reflect. At 4 o’clock in the morning he was brought into by the guard and said he desired to talk with the Colonel, & the first expression he made use of was that it was no use concealing the fact that the two men were at his house, but he did not know who they were.



1 Wells was provost marshal for the defenses south of the Potomac River.
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Evidence

Confidential

Headquarters Bryantown, Md.

April 22, 1865

Maj. Gen. C. C. Augur

Comdg. Dept. of Washington

General

I have the honor to report the progress as follows in the matter entrusted to my care. As early as October last, J. Wilkes Booth called upon a family living about five miles from this point, and made very thorough inquiries in relation to roads, means of conveyance etc., particularly the road from Washington to this point (Bryantown) and especially whether there were any by-roads that would be likely to mislead a person coming from Washington here; and as to the roads, distances etc. from this point to the Potomac River. On the next day, he was introduced by a Mr. Thompson, of whom he made these inquiries, to Dr. Samuel A. Mudd, who lives three miles north of this place and of whom he inquired where he could buy fine horses; and on the next day he bought a large bay horse with a defect in one eye (which is the same horse that Atzerodt claimed to have owned, and which was ridden by the assassin of Mr. Seward and afterwards picked up by us in Washington). On Saturday last, J. Wilkes Booth, together with a young man whose name is not certainly known by parties here, came to the house of the same Dr. Mudd whose acquaintance he made about daylight in the morning. They rode a bright bay mare and a large roan horse, the same animals procured by Booth and Herold at the two stables in Washington. Booth was very lame, and claimed to have broken his leg by a fall from his horse. He was carried into the upper story of the Doctor’s house, and on examination, as the Doctor states, it appeared that the ^left^ shinbone was broken about two inches above the ankle.2 He complained of suffering severe pain from it and also in his back. His wound was The bone was set, and he was taken care of by the Doctor, who remembered him as the man Booth to whom he was introduced. Booth was in a very nervous, excited condition, pale and worn. He wore a pair of long riding booths reaching halfway between the knee and the hip. The ankle was so swollen that it became necessary to cut the boot in order to remove it, which boot was left in the house, and is now in my possession. On the inside upon the lining is written “Henry Luz, Maker, 445 Broadway” and below that “J. Wilkes”. Booth’s companion was a smooth faced young man who seemed acquainted with the people in the vicinity, but not with the country, and mentioned several persons here, some of whom I have arrested, and the balance of whom I shall arrest. They remained at this house until about 3 o’clock of Saturday afternoon. An Englishman on the premises of Dr. Mudd made a pair of crutches by order of the Doctor. Booth procured a razor, shaved off his mustache, and left in the afternoon, but for what exact direction I am not at present able to say positively. The young man, however, who was with him, inquired very particularly the road leading to Piney Church and especially in relation to a road not very well known leading through the field and swamp in that direction, the distance being about five miles. ^I have had all that country searched yet found no further trace there^.

There is a swamp, varying from half a mile to three miles in width and about twenty miles in length, the head of which is not far from Dr. Mudd’s house. The trend of that swamp is northeast and to southwest, and is terminates in a small creek which empties into the Potomac.

Dr. Mudd is either ignorant or willfully conceals the direction that the fugitives took,1 but a colored man says that about four o’clock, the a young man, answering the description given before, riding the bay mare described above, rode rapidly by him towards the crossroads leading to Beantown, which would be tolerably direct road to Piney Church. In a very few minutes he returned riding at a rapid pace back in the direction from which he first came. Shortly after, he again returned, but on foot, stopped and asked said, “I am entirely lost & do not know which is east or west”. He asked where the sun rose; he then asked if there was a Dr. Sam Mudd living about there. The colored man told him that he did live near there and where his house was. He then asked the colored man who lived in the house near which this conversation took place and on being informed it was the residence of Henry L. Mudd, the father of the Doctor, he asked the colored man if he thought he could stay there during the night, to which the colored man replied that he could not say, as he did not know. He then said, “I think I will not bother anyone tonight,” and asked, “Isn’t there a large swamp near here?” The colored man told him yes and pointed out the direction to it. He wished the Negro to go to Bryantown for him, which is three miles distant. The Negro refusing, he said, “Well, I will take the swamp anyhow. I will not bother anyone tonight.” He then went off in the direction of the swamp, but from the formation of the land, could be seen but a short distance by the Negro. Up to this time I have not discovered any positive of him after that.

I have put scouting parties, with guides scouts and detectives in all directions, to search houses, barns and outhouses. I shall commence immediately and put a large force each side of this swamp to search it and the adjacent country from its head to the Potomac.

I am strongly of the opinion that Booth’s design was to reach the Potomac somewhere in the direction indicated above and if he has not already reached the Potomac and crossed it into Virginia, or gone to sea, ^the latter of^ which is not probable, he is now in this swamp, or concealed near to it.1 I recommend that renewed diligence be used to prevent any escape by way of the Potomac.

I also recommend that inquiries be made in New York in relation to the boots; the address of the maker is given above.

I have the honor to remain, Sir,

Very Respectfully,

Your Obt. Servant

H. H. Wells

Col. & Provost Marshal General, Def. S. of Pot.

P. S. I have not heard personally from Maj. Wate or his command.



1 Welles arrived in Bryantown, Charles County, Maryland, on Thursday, April 20. By Saturday, April 22, the date of this report, he had gathered enough information to order Samuel Mudd’s arrest and inform General Augur that Booth had passed through the area and was probably in Virginia. Booth, however, was still hiding near the mouth of Nanjemoy Creek and would cross the Potomac River Saturday night, reaching the Virginia shore on Sunday morning.

2 Wells is in error in writing that Booth broke “the left shinbone” (tibia). He broke his fibula, the smaller non-weight-bearing bone.

1 Two days after filing his report, Wells arrested Dr. Mudd and took him to Washington, where he was imprisoned in the Carroll Annex of the Old Capitol Prison.

1 At the time of Wells’s report, Booth and Herold were still holed up near the mouth of Nanjemoy Creek on the Maryland side of the river.

(2:1169–70)
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Letterhead: War Department, Washington City, Room 31, May 12th

Brig. Gen. Holt

Judge Advocate Gen.

Gen.

My duties at Alexandria seem to require personal attention and as I do not seem to have any duty to perform here that cannot as well be done by the clerks in Col. Burnett’s office, I respectfully request permission to return to Alexandria. If required here a telegraph would reach me at Alexandria without delay.2

I have the honor to remain

Your Obt. Servt.

H. H. Wells

Col. & Pro. Mar.

Def S of Potomac



2 Wells testified on May 16 and again on May 19 (PW, Poore I:281, II:45, Pitman 158, 168).

(3:374–75)
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Wells, Col. H. H.

Endorsements: May 9th 1865, Respectfully returned this office cannot furnish the name of the person referred to within, but it is reported that it was a detective connected with Lincoln Hospital & it is believed his name Wm. Jenkins. The Surgeon in Charge will most probably be able to furnish more definite information. Geo. R. Walbridge, Capt. & Asst. Pro. Mar. Gen. Def.

N. P.,

Lincoln Hospital May 10th 1865 Respectfully returned with the information that the person referred to within is Lieut. L. L. Toffey, V. R. C. Act. Asst. QM of Post L. Cuwker, Surgeon in Chg.

Letterhead: War Department, Washington City, May 9th, 1865

Col. T. Ingraham

Provost Marshal, etc.

Colonel,

Please send me the name and address of the person who picked up the horse near Lincoln Hospital.1

Very respectfully etc.

H. H. Wells

Pro. Mar. Gen.

Defenses S. of Potomac



1 The horse found near Lincoln Hospital shortly after midnight on April 15 was the horse ridden, and later abandoned, by Lewis Powell.

(3:1171–97)
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Augur, C. C. Maj. Gen.

Letterhead: Headquarters Department of Washington, 22nd Army Corps, Washington DC Nov. 12, 1864

Hon. E. M. Stanton

Sec. of War

I have the honor to enclose you a report of Colonel Wells, Provost Marshal @ Alexandria, detailing his arrest of a bearer of dispatches from persons in Canada, to the Confederate authorities in Richmond. The man “Peterson” has been committed to the Old Capitol Prison.

In conjunction with Colonel Wells I have examined the papers found upon his person, and herewith transmit them for the consideration of the War Department. They are as follows: viz. Two envelopes and enclosures; the first of these envelopes has no address written upon it, but bears upon its reverse a seal in red wax impressed apparently by an ordinary signet ring. Though the wax has been somewhat broken the letters “C. C. C. Jn” or the main portions thereof can be made out.1 This envelope contains two enclosures; the first is a letter upon a single sheet of white notepaper of a very thin description like the envelope which contains it. This letter is dated “St. Catherine’s, Canada West” and is addressed to “My dear Ginie”.

It is also marked “No. 20” at its head, but has no signature. At the bottom on the fourth page is a sort of postscript marked H. L. C. and urging that an immediate answer should be sent. There is also posted at the head of the note a “Personal” cut from some newspaper addressed to “Mrs. Caroline V. Tracy” and signed “T. E. Lacy”. The second enclosure in the envelope is a letter written upon one and a half sheets of thin blue letter paper, also dated at “St. Catherine’s Canada West”, Nov 1st ^addressed^ to the “Hon. J. P. Benjamin Secretary of State Richmond Va.” It relates to the recent attack upon St. Albans Vt. And also to one Capt. Cole, a rebel officer captured on the U. S. Steamer Michigan, and appeals to the Confederate Government to recognize and acknowledge the acts of these parties. This first envelope and its two enclosures I have marked letter “A”. The second envelope is also of thin white paper but bears neither seal or address. It contains three enclosures. First a thin piece of blank blue paper covering two letters. The first of these letters is dated “Oct 31st 1864”, without the name of the place at which it was written. It is addressed at the top “My own dearest” and is signed “your devoted husband” but without the name of the writer.

This letter as well as its companions in the same envelope is written upon thin blue letter paper precisely like that contained in the envelope marked “A”. The other letter in this second envelope bears neither date or address at the top but is headed “Extract from the proposition of ____ [sic] sent forward”. It relates to the proposition of a party in the United States to furnish provisions for the rebel Army on the Mississippi River and at places within General Butler’s Department. The second envelope and its enclosures I have marked B.

I have the honor to be

Very Respectfully

Your Obt. Servant

C. C. Augur

Maj. Gen. Comdg



1 Most likely Clement C. Clay, one of two commissioners whom Jefferson Davis sent to Canada.
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Headquarters Pro. Mar. Gen. Defenses South of the Potomac November 11, 1864

Gen. C. C. Augur

Commanding Department of Washington

Sir,

I have the honor to report that information having reached me today that an agent giving a description of his person, would arrive at Alexandria during the evening having upon his person written correspondence of the agents and emissaries of the Confederate Government, which was to be secretly and clandestinely ^passed^ through our lines. I arrested at the time and place indicated for his arrival, a young man giving his name as “George Peterson”. He answered to the description given, and upon searching him I found concealed upon his person two packages of papers which are delivered herewith. And I have the honor to turn over the prisoner for confinement. The papers sewed into the leg of his pants. I remain, General, your obt. Servant H. H. Wells

Col. & Pro. Mar. Gen.

Def. South of the Potomac
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“A”

Newspaper clipping: Mrs. Carolina V. Tracy, care of Major Comer, Macon, Ga.

Don’t sail or join me, unless Lawson says I must stay. I hope to return in November. I have written weekly. None from you since June 30; have seen Jennie.

T. E. Lacy

Richmond Inquirer and Macon Telegraph please copy.

1864 St. Catherine’s C. W. Tuesday Nov. 1st No. 20 “A”

My dear Ginie: I am disappointed, mortified, distressed, & almost distracted this morning at receiving not one line from you or any other friend in Dixie. It is 8 o’clock AM. I arose one hour ago, dressed & went to the PO for letters, as our mails from Halifax was due. I returned with 3 for Bev Tucker from his wife, of 13th, 20th, & 30th ult. one from his daughter & two from friends and 6 letters from home. And thus it has been ever since I reached here. He gets his regular monthly mail with 3 or more letters from his wife & as many from others; I have rec’d one letter from Lawson & two from you since I reached Canada; the last dated 30th June. These are all I have gotten in Canada and 6 letters from you since leaving you six months ago are all ever rec’d. Now am I not encouraged to write to you & to write often by tender appeal or mentions for intelligence of me. Am I not well repaid for writing regularly every week or ten days to you; determined to take every chance of communicating with you? The only thing I have heard from you, save thru others, since yrs. of 30 June, which reached me 15th Sept. was yr personal of 20th Sept. which reached me at Quebec, whither I had gone on business, on 13th October. I immediately enclosed to Jennie my answer to it & $10 to pay for yrs. & mine. It did not however appear in the news till 29th Oct. I know not why. It was then addressed to Carolina Tracy. I enclose it but I hope you will get it & understand. I have also since sent a personal to Col. H. L. Clay, which I hope he & you will see, inquiring “can I return at once? If not let my wife come to me by Flag of Truce boat via Washington City, if she can; not otherwise.”

I was surprised & distressed by your personal. As I told you the Prest. did not expect me to stay longer than the early part of this month, & you knew it would require quite a month under favorable circumstances to get to me. I could not understand why you should come to me to go back immediately. I inferred either that you had learned I was to stay here all winter, or that you did not hear from me or that some fresh affliction had come upon you that made you feel like flying to me for comfort. Oh! What anxiety & suspense I have endured. Money cannot compensate for it. If I could only have had a personal every two weeks of about two words only—all well, I should have been quite cheerful. As it is, in utter ignorance of the condition of those I love best, whether living or dead, sick or well, in comfort or in want, contented or miserable, I could but feel disquieted, anxious & rather unhappy.

God grant you & all my dear kin life, health, comfort & content until we meet again on earth is my daily nightly prayer.

I sent you, immediately after getting your letter by Ben Young, all the articles you wrote for & several more for yourself, dear Listia & Matt. They reached Halifax. Were sent by the Ellen, which got into the port of Wilmington. I therefore trust have been long since delivered to you by the Express Co. by whom they were to be carried thence. I also sent a magnificent fan, a present from Geo. N. Sanders & two very superior pairs of winter shoes some six or 8 weeks since. I again sent you about 2 weeks ago a package of flannel, balmorals, dresses, stockings, gloves, collars, cuffs etc. among them the best black silk, I could find here. Accompanying each I have written to you at length. The last was the most valuable of the packages sent. I hope you may get them all & enjoy them very much. Some of these last articles were for dear Listia as you will see if they ever reach you. Now I shall send this by an underground railroad, addressed to Lawson, who will open read & forward to you forthwith. I hope too if you are in Ga. He will telegraph you on rec’t of letters, that he has it; that I am well & that he has forwarded it by express, for I distrust the mails. My health continues very good notwithstanding my anxiety & distress & I certainly look better than for many years. I intend if I am not instructed to remain, to leave here for Halifax by the 20th inst. At farthest, and to try my best to get to you as soon thereafter as possible. But Wilmington is so closely blockaded now that it is very hard to get in & I may be captured in trying to do so. And if Forts Fisher & Caswell are taken, or the enemy get over the bay with their war vessels, I may have to go to Galveston, Texas, or even to Mexico & across the Rio Grande. Which may require some months before you can hear from me. I think I shall try Wilmington if any blockade runner ventures in after I get to Halifax. If it is desired that I stay here thru the winter, you must try to get a safe conduct & come to me by flag of truce thru the U.S. I cannot endure the thought of staying here till spring without you. I trust I shall get an answer to my last personal to Lawson, from him saying “you can return” or “you must stay”, so as to settle my purpose. Jake says he means to stay till March, but I won’t unless desired by the Prest. Something may turn up to change my views. I trust Lawson will answer this by the bearer, sealing it as this is, so as to show if it is tampered with, I write on this thin paper & put in as thin an envelope and seal with a friends seal (CCC Jr). Let Lawson say what seal he puts on the answer & urge the Sec to give the bearer these answers as soon as possible. L’s answer need not be signed by him & may be addressed to J. Bevins Giles, St. Catherine’s, C. W. Now I am sure you have written to me at least twice a month. Try now personals & letters one page long, by flag of truce to Mrs. R. E. Coxe (wife of our friend) Poughkeepsie NY and sign your name distinctly Caroline V. Lacy, so that Mrs. Coxe may know who you are. With love to you & my kin & servants, & invoking Gods blessing on you all, I am as ever yrs., with more love & reverence than should be given to any earthly creature. Farewell, I hope not a long farewell, my precious, darling Ginie.

H. L. C.

Hand the within as directed immediately and try and send answer of Sec. within 24 hours from delivery.
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Newspaper “American and Commercial Advertiser” Baltimore May 27, 1865

article bracketed

Probable Accomplice of Booth in New Haven—

Sudden Disappearance of the Stranger—

He is supposed to be John H. Surratt

(From the New Haven Journal)

The public will doubtless be surprised to learn that there has been in this city a man who, there is good reason to believe, was connected with the plot which resulted in the assassination of the President. On the Sunday after the death of the President a man, whose name was afterwards discovered to be Lemos, stopped at the Central Hotel in this city. He appeared to be about thirty years of age, was about five feet seven inches in height, of light complexion, had light and very busy hair, a hawked shaped nose, gray eyes, a heavy scar on the right side of his neck and another on the face, supposed to have been saber cuts, was well dressed, and was taken for a German Jew.

During the night he stole what change there was in the money drawer and decamped. In the morning the robbery being discovered, he was chased and overtaken at Milford by the proprietor of the hotel and the stolen money was recovered. The man begged hard to be released, and produced and offered as an inducement a gold watch, worth fifty dollars which was accepted and he was suffered to go at liberty. On being released he told the proprietor he had left a carpetbag at the hotel, which he desired to be sent to one Myers at Southport.

The carpetbag was given to the police, who on opening it examined its contents and found that it contained some very singular articles, which at once made further acquaintance with the runaway seem highly desirable. There was found, first, a carte de visite of a lady, apparently about thirty five years of age, plain looking, rather fleshy and wearing a stylish dress. This photograph was contained in an envelope and on the back of the photograph was written these words: “Meet me in Washington on the 10th”

(signed) “J. W. Booth”

On comparing this signature with those made by Booth on the books of the New Haven House, it was found to be genuine.

There was also found in the carpet bag a card of the Ogden Hotel, New York, with the name of Jane Tipping on the back; also a card of the Morton Hotel, Liverpool England, with the following written on the back “John Morton, care of John Merley.” Underneath “J. W. Booth” which also proves to be the genuine signature of the assassin. There was also a card of the Albion Hotel, New York, with the name of Jean Schliesner, DC, written on the back; also a discharge of Samuel Tirnery from the British ship New Brunswick, and last, but not least important, there were two passes signed by H. S. Parsons, Gen. Sheridan’s Adjutant General, one of which bore date December 9, 1864, and was to permit M. Lemos, a scout, to pass out of the lines and return; while the other bore date December 9th, and was to permit M. Lemos, a scout, to pass out of the lines with two men and led horses, to go to Charlottesburg and return.

Upon finding these suspicious papers, the police started in pursuit of the man; going down on the New York Railroad as far as Southport, but failed to find any traces of him. Returning they informed Capt. Clark, Provost Marshal, of the facts, and he immediately went to New York and set the detectives to work. They found that the man had hired out as clerk to the proprietor of the Albion House, and was to come on duty on Saturday, the day on which he came up here. Learning nothing else satisfactory, Captain Clark returned and set his force at work.

They succeeded in tracing him to Derby, and thence to Zoar Bridge, across the Housatonic. On the opposite side are four roads, leading off in different directions, and no one knew which road he took. All the roads were thoroughly searched, all the local authorities about that whole region were set to work, the inhabitants were roused to action by the rumor that the man was John Surratt, for whom a large reward was offered: the whole country was completely raked over, so to speak, but strange to say, not the least trace of the man after he crossed Zoar Bridge has yet been found.

Officers continued the search into New York, Massachusetts and Vermont, but without avail. Six or seven different men were arrested, one in Pauline on the Harlem Railroad, and two or three were brought to this city, one securely handcuffed, but none answered to the description, and some of them had no resemblance at all. After two weeks of unremitting search, all hopes of securing the fellow were given up. But the sudden disappearance of the man is one of the most unaccountable things on record. There appears to be no doubt among those acquainted with the facts that the man was in some way connected with Booth in his terrible plot.

We believe that in another instance, as the evidence shows, the back of a young lady’s photograph was used by Booth to write a similar message. Possibly a comparison of the two may cast further light upon the matter. The signature, which is pronounced to be unmistakably genuine; the time, the lack of money, and the possession of a fine gold watch together with his anxiety to get away, the strange papers left behind, and his still more strange disappearance, all indicate that his capture would have been highly desirable.

About two weeks after the man left this city a soldier called at the Provost Marshal’s office and asked for transportation home, saying that he was a scout in Sheridan’s army. On being asked if he knew a scout by the name of Lemos he replied that he guessed he ought to, for he had spent two months in prison with him in Richmond. He then gave a correct description of the man. It is thought, judging from the other facts, that this man became a Union scout in order the more readily to accomplish a treacherous purpose.

[line illegible due to fold in paper] far withheld in the hope that the suspicious persons might be captured. The papers left by him with a full statement of the case will be sent to Washington.

(7:22–24)

On Tuesday, April 25th, Booth and Herold were resting at the home of Richard Garrett south of Port Royal, Virginia.

F-06

Confidential

Bryantown, April 26, 1865

10 PM

Major Gen. C. C. Augur

Commanding

General,

I have the following information to communicate. Booth & Herold after crossing the Zekiah Swamp before daylight on Monday morning April 17th came within three miles of Bryantown and about the same distance from Beantown; from that time till yesterday morning no reliable trace had been obtained, but at 8 o’clock yesterday they both came out of the pines near the house of Mr. I. H. Turner three miles from here and called a colored servant girl to come to them and offered her two dollars for something to eat; said bread, meat or anything else would do. She replied that the white people would only furnish the food. They then offered a larger sum, but refused to come to the house; asked if any soldiers were in the neighborhood and being told that there were troops about, they returned into the pines, which are very thick and dense. She says that they had no horses; that they were much fatigued, emaciated and worn out; that their clothes appeared to have been much torn by passing through the swamps, briars, etc.; that one of them had a large revolver in hand; that the other was walking on a crutch and resting his left foot; that they finally went off in an opposite direction from that from which they came. The girl immediately communicated the information to Mr. Turner and he brought it to Bryantown. The troops were immediately advised of it and surrounded the neighborhood for several miles and commenced exploring the pine woods and swamps; at six o’clock this morning I made a personal inspection of the locality and was able to track the course of the fugitives by the track made by the crutch and find that they passed almost around the clearing and back to the swamp, where the track is lost. I have posted a guard in all the houses within a circuit of five miles to capture the parties if they come in again. I have also placed a picket line around the whole country and within sight of each other on all roads. A detachment has been sent to Maryland Point with instruction to patrol the landings and picket shores. Patrols have also been sent in the direction of Patuxent to prevent an escape there and a skirmish line of infantry is sweeping through the swamps and woods in all direction; inside of the outer picket line of Cavalry. It is designed that every yard of the country shall thus be passed over, this of course can only be done during the day and the Cavalry picket must be relied upon at night.

No trace as before said can be got of the horses,1 and if they are without horses I do not see how it is possible for them to get away and they must very soon come out for food or starve. If they mount, their horses will betray them.

With this I have the honor to send a copy of the statement of Negro girl and of the statement of a man who guided them on the night of Saturday the 16th.2

I have the honor to remain sir, Your obt Svt.

H. H. Wells

Col. & Pro. Marshal

Def. South of Potomac



1 According to Thomas Jones, the Confederate agent who hid Booth and Herold in a pine thicket near Bel Alton, the horses were taken to a remote area containing quicksand and were shot, allowing them to sink beneath the surface. In this way, the horses could not betray the two fugitives and give away their hiding place.

2 The man was Oswell Swann, a free black who lived in a cabin located to the south of Bryantown.
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Levi Wells

Hdqrs. 4th Brig. 1st Div. 2nd Corps

Near Alexandria, Va.

May 25th 1865

Hon. E. M. Stanton

Sec. War

Sir,

I have the honor to make the following report which possibly may be of service in bringing forth further evidence concerning the great conspiracy. In January last I was boarding with Mrs. Martha Hunter at Martinsburg, Va., a secession family; the male members of which have all been engaged in the rebellion; A son Robert held the rank of Major and was A. A. Gen. on Gen. Gordon’s staff and also I am told represented Berkley Co. in the rebel State Legislature.

While in a conversation at the table one day on the state of the country and the prospects of the rebellion, Mrs. Hunter said, (when I argued the impossibility of the success of their cause) “We will see after the 4th of March.” Or “Our prospects will look better after the 4th of March”. I do not remember the exact phraseology but the import was that something to their advantage would transpire on that day. It appeared to me at the time a very strange assertion and I asked an explanation but none was given. The assertion was made unguardedly as I thought at the time as there was some embarrassment when I pressed an explanation.

I was soon after assigned to duty at Cumberland, Md. and then was boarded with Mrs. Lynn where also was Mrs. Johnson & daughter who had but recently come from Harrisonburg, Va., where they had been living since the rebellion broke out.

In a conversation at Mrs. Lynn’s the same thing occurred almost precisely as at Mrs. Hunters, though I cannot now state positively which one of the ladies made the remark that something to their advantage would occur on the 4th March. Both the Johnson ladies and Lynns were open secessionists.

These are the facts as I can testify to. I might state further that the Johnson’s Lynn’s and Hunter’s are all related to each other also to Maj. Gen. David Hunter, also that Mrs. Martha Hunter appears to be a very estimable Christian lady and not a person that could hardly be suspected of crime.

I have the honor to be Sir

Very respectfully,

Your obt Servt.

Levi Wells

Capt. & C. S. 4th Brig

1st Div. 2nd Corps
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Wells, S. L.

Worcester Mass

June 26th 1865

Hon. E. Stanton

Dear Sir, There is a rumor prevalent in this city that the notorious Dr. Blackburn, of Yellow Fever plot notoriety is none other than one Dr. Brennan who resided in this city until nearly two years since.1

Said Dr. came here from Halifax five years since as the Count Brennan. He left word at the P. Office here that if letters came for some half dozen aliases (which he gave) to place them all in his box. There is no division of opinion here respecting the probability of this so-called Dr. Blackburn & “Brennan” being one & the same. Before consuming further of your time I will append a brief description of the man as this may set at rest all doubt or uncertainty in the matter.

Description

Dr. Brennan is tall, of dark complexion, thin featured, black hair worn long & inclined to curl. Has a peculiar gait, not at all graceful as would attract remark from his general appearance as passed on the street. Is very much of a gentleman in his manner & is full of natural dignity; married while here on a acquaintance of a few weeks, a Miss Josephine Stewart.

No motive other than to benefit the government has prompted the writing of this letter, & the writer wishes no publicity given. Rspt. Frank C. Wells 1 There is no known connection between Blackburn and Brennan.
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Wells, Wm. H.

Pvt. 6th Co. G Regt., 1st A.C.

27th April 1865

I was on guard the night of the President’s murder. I had some conversation with a man whom I have since understood is named Street. He was Sergeant of the guard. He gave me the countersign between seven and nine o’clock in the evening. He told me to keep a bright look out; that I would probably observe something. There was “something going to happen tonight”. He went away and came back again and advised me to be a good soldier. His manner was singular. I thought at first he was drunk; but did not observe afterwards that he was. Between 8 and 9 a man and two women came up and wanted to pass into the camp across my beat; but I would not allow them till the same sergeant came and persuaded me to let them pass. They appeared to be in considerable trouble about getting in. Could not recognize either the man or the women. They had a bundle, I suppose of clothes. Never saw its contents. They all went into a tent. I don’t know whose tent. He came out of the tent and came up to me again, and made again some foolish remarks. The man with the women had, I think, light pantaloons. I did not see them come out of the tent. I neither heard nor saw anything that was done in the tent after they entered it.

Wm. H. Wells
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Wenie, Thos. M.

Office Mil. Pro Marshal

Wilmington, Del. Apr. 18, 1865

Dist of Delaware & E Shore of Md.

Brig. Gen. John R. Kenly

Comdg Dist of Del & E. Shore of Md.

Sir, I have the honor to report that on Sunday morning (April 16, 1865) it was reported to me that Charles Lee alias Charles Letz, did make the following remarks in the drugstore of Mr. Bingham’s. “Well old Abe is dead and I am glad of it.” On being asked the question by Mr. Belt if he meant the President of the United States? He replied “Yes” and further stated that he knew he was going to be killed four weeks ago. Being questioned still further by Mr. Belt, as to how he knew that the President was going to be killed four weeks ago, he said that Booth had told him so four weeks ago at Arlington Heights while he, Charles Lee alias Charles Letz, was there in the employ of the U. S. Government. He further stated that he knew John Wilkes Booth and was personally acquainted with him.

On being informed of this case, I immediately took steps to find & arrest the said Charles Lee alias Charles Letz. He in the meantime having left town. I immediately started some of my guards in different directions and succeeded in arresting him in the evening of Sunday April 16, 1865 and still hold him in close confinement. What disposition shall I make of him.

The following named parties who I am personally acquainted with and who I know to be five (5) of the most respectable and reliable Union men in this District, heard the said Charles Lee, alias Charles Letz, make use of the above mentioned remarks: Frank A. Taylor, US Internal Revenue Assessor

Daniel James Esq., Cor 8th & West Sts. Wilmington, Del.

Mr. McDowel, McDowelsville near Wilmington, Del.

Y. James Belt, Cor 6 & Market St. Wilmington, Del.

John Dixon, Cor. 6 & Market St. Wilmington, Del.

I am sir,

Very respectfully

Your Obt. Servt.

Thos. M. Wenie

Capt. & Mil. Pro Marsh

Dist of Del & E. Shore of Md.

(2:220–21)

“K” 82 (JAO) 1865

Wenie, Thomas M.

Capt. & Mil. Pro. Mar.

Wilmington Del, May 7th 1865

Lt. Wm. B. Norman

A. A. A. Gen.

Dist. Of Del and E. S. of Md.

Sir,

I have the honor to report that on Friday morning May 5th 1865, I being informed that Willard Salisbury,1 U. S. Senator from this state said to Judge Layton some time in last December after the reelection of Abraham Lincoln as President of the United States, that he knew that, Lincoln, would be assassinated on or about the 4th day of March, 1865, and that he never would take his seat as President of the United States, and further, after the President was assassinated and the news first reached Georgetown, Sussex Co. Del, the said Willard Salisbury, U. S. Senator from this state, told Judge Layton that he knew the President was going to be killed (3) three weeks before, and further after Salisbury’s reelection to the Senate of the U. S. he told Dr. Marshall of Georgetown, Sussex Co. Del. that he never voted one dollar nor one man to putting down of this rebellion nor never would, and that he was a Rebel and did not care who knew it. And further that the said Willard Salisbury, U. S. Senator from this State, after hearing of the capture of Richmond & the surrender of Lee’s army asked a Mr. Adams a Justice of the Peace of Georgetown Sussex Co. Del. if he thought the war was now over. Mr. Adams answered him by saying that he thought it was virtually over, and he, Mr. Willard Salisbury, U. S. Senator from Delaware, told Mr. Adams that the war was not over by a damned sight and that the streets of the Northern cities would run with blood before the war was over and he knew it. I have also aplenty of evidence to the effect that the said Willard Salisbury, U. S. Senator from Delaware has on several occasions drank to the health of Jeff Davis and has publicly hurrahed for Jeff Davis in the streets of Georgetown, Sussex Co. Del. On getting this information I proceeded to Georgetown, Del. for the purpose of investigating the case.

On arriving at Georgetown I called on Judge Layton for information in the case of Salisbury. He stated that he heard Salisbury make use of the foregoing remarks, but declined making affidavits to that effect for two reasons; First that he had reported the case to Washington and that a Judge Lawrence had been sent by the War Department to investigate the case a few days before I got there.

Second, that he knew Salisbury had full control of a large Majority of the citizens in his neighborhood and that he was afraid of his life & property to come out openly against Salisbury. On Salisbury hearing of my being in Georgetown, I was informed that he drove very rapidly out of town and did not return up to the time of my leaving there. I also called on Dr. Marshall and other loyal men in the town of Georgetown who said that they would testify to the foregoing statement.

Thomas M. Wenie



1 Willard Saulsbury, elected as a Democrat to the U.S. Senate in 1858, served from March 4, 1859, until March 3, 1871.


	WILLIAM M. WERMERSKIRCH1	(3:126–27, PW, Poore II:33, Pitman 123)


“W” 404 (JAO) 1865

Wermerskirch, Wm. M.

On Friday April 21st when Atzerodt was brought in I was one of the officers charged with the duty of conducting him from the depot to the Monitor. On the way I made inquiry of Atzerodt how he left Washington. When he informed me about the route he had taken, where he had stayed overnight on the 15th & 16th and when he got home to Richters place.1

Wm. M. Wermerskirch



1 Wermerskirch was one of five detectives from General C. C. Augur’s staff who were ordered to arrest all of the occupants of Mary Surratt’s boardinghouse. For his roll in apprehending Lewis Powell, Wermerskirch received five hundred dollars of reward money.


	JOHN WESSELS	(3:1255–56)


“W” 733 (JAO) 1865

Wessels, John

Meadville, Pa. June 24, 1865

President Johnson

Dear Sir, there is three men in the town of Bath in Stuben County New York by the names of Charles H. Young, John Weber, and M. T. Smith of the Park Hotell, who should be arested and tried with the rest of the assassanators of President Lincoln for they have done as much as Jeff Davis has done as far as they could go—they have been worce and they know that I know. They helped plan the assassination of the President and they have thretened to kill me if told of them and i have left thare and got out of their way and i want them arested and i will apear against them.

Yours Truly,

John Wessels


	J. W. WESTFALL	(2:600–601)


“W” 173 (JAO) 1865

Westfall, J. W.

U.S. Capitol Washington DC

March 20, 1865

Hon. E. M. Stanton

Sec. of War

Dear Sir,

A party of my friends came up from a visit to the front on the 11th inst. A man from this city calling himself Dr. Van Camp came up at the same time. He stated to them he had just come from Richmond where he had an interview with the Rebel President and also with Breckinridge. His conversation was such as to lead them to interrogate him as to the nature of his business at such a time as this. The result was he claimed to have gone to see about the “title to some oil lands in Western Virginia.” He stated further that he had a pass from the Secretary of War. I have been informed that a man bearing his name (Dr. Van Camp) has been an inmate of the Old Capitol for disloyalty. Thinking there might be something wrong in the matter, I thought it proper to make this communication. Hoping it will meet your approval I am, Very Respectfully

Your Obt. Servt

J. W. Westfall

U.S. Capital



1 The night of April 15 Atzerodt stayed at Clopper’s Mill in Montgomery County, Maryland, a few miles south of Germantown, Maryland. From the night of April 16 through April 20, Atzerodt stayed at the farm of his cousin, Hartman Richter, near Germantown. Atzerodt was arrested during the early morning hours of April 20 at the Richter home.


	H. R. WHARTON	(3:791–92)


“W” 607 (JAO) 1865

Wharton, H. R.

Washington April 19th 1865

Maj. Gen. C. C. Augur

Dr. Sir,

If the person who is arrested is Thomas, it probably that Mr. A. C Wight, principal of the Rittenhouse Academy will recognize him as he examined him a few years since at the request of Hon. R. J. Bowie to see if he would pass an examination at West Point.

Most Respectfully,

Your obt. Servt.

H. R. Wharton

PS My office is No 517 7th St. over Maury’s Bank, Room 5 2nd floor

Yours HRW

Thomas is a pet of Bowie’s. The writer will come tomorrow at 11 AM


	O. WHITAKER	(3:454–55)


“R” 517 (JAO) 1865

Report in reference to Dolby Richards

Hdqrs Co “E” 8th US Cav

Fairfax C. H. Va.

June 11th 1865

Major E. Russell

Comdg 8th US Cavalry

Sir,

I have the honor to report that in obedience to Special orders No. 108 of 9th inst. I proceeded to the residence of Dolby Richards near Upper Ville, Loudon Co. Va. but found that said D. Richards left on Wednesday the 7th inst.

I remained about today at and near Upperville making inquiry about him, but could gain no information as to the cause of his absence or where he had gone.

I have the honor to be

Respectfully, Your obt. Servt

O. Whitaker

2 Lieut. Co. “E” 8th Ills Cavalry


	ELIZA A. WHITE	(2:545)


“W” 140 (JAO) 1865

White, Eliza A.

April 27, 1865

President Johnson

Permit an humble female to apprise you that your life is threatened and the time appointed for your assassination and that is the fifteenth day of June next.

The intention of these lines if possible to save you from the like fate of our late lamented President.

Praying you may not treat this as an idle rumor as you are walking every day in a land of enemies.

Eliza. A. White

New Jersey Avenue, between K and L


	JOHN M. WHITE	(2:967–68)


Waite, J. M.

US Military Telegraph

920 AM April 20th 1865

By telegraph from Leonardtown, Md.

Col. J. H. Taylor

Chief of Staff AAG

Just reached here with company. The other three took different roads from vicinity of Port Tobacco. One struck the Patuxent at Benedict, will follow down that river. One will scour the country down the Potomac along the Wicomico River and vicinity. All will be here today. Feel quite certain this last company will be in vicinity to assist a squad of infantry sent from here last night by order of Gen. Hardie, to seize the schooner “Breeze” expected at Allen’s Fresh last night.

Major O’Beirne thinks Montgomery County should be searched for George A. Atzerodt. Boat with supplies has not arrived. Good wharf here. Boats reach here by coming up Britons Bay.

Resp.

(signed) Jno. M. Waite

Maj. & C.

(3:686–90)

“C” 576 (JAO) 1865

Correspondence relative to the Schooner “Breeze”

Letterhead: Office U. S. Military Telegraph, War department, the following telegram received at Washington, 7:50 AM April 22nd from Leonardtown, 9:30 PM April 21, 1865

To Br. Gen. J. A. Hardie

Have just learned by way of Point Lookout that the Schooner Breeze has been captured & is being towed to Baltimore.

Resp

J. M. Waite

Maj. Etc.

“C” 576 (JAO) 1865

Letterhead: U.S. Military Telegraph, 5;25 PM April 19, 1865, by telegraph from Navy Yard 19, 1865 to Br. Gen. J. A. Hardie

Your letter respecting the Schooner Breeze is recd. A vessel immediately dispatched to capture her, if possible.

J. R. Montgomery

“C” 576 (JAO) 1865

Navy Yard

Washington

April 19, 1865

Bvt. Brigadier Gen. J. A. Hardie

General,

I am just this moment, 3:55 PM in receipt of your communication respecting Walter M. Barnes, one of the conspirators and shall dispatch with the utmost expedition a schooner to endeavor to capture Barnes on the Schooner Breeze.

Very Respectfully

Your obt Servt.

Geo. B. Balch

Comdg & Executive Officer for Commandant

“C” 576 (JAO) 1865

Letterhead: Office U. S. Military Telegraph, War Department, Following telegram received at Washington, 8:20 PM April 20th 1865, From Leonardtown, Md. April 20th 1865

Brevet Brig. Gen. J. A. Hardie

Insp. Gen.

Party reached Allen’s Fresh three (3) o’clock this morning. At twelve (12) M today Schooner Breeze had not arrived. The schooner has been purchased at Allen’s Fresh and is expected there. Men are lying in wait for her.

Resp,

J. M. Waite

Maj., etc.


	COLONEL WILLIAM H. WIEGEL	(2:672–74)


“W” 201 (JAO) 1865

Wiegel, Wm. H.

Letterhead: Headquarters, Middle Department, 8th Army Corps, Office

Provost Marshal, Baltimore, April 22nd 1865

Lieut. Col. John Wooley

Chief of Staff, Provost Marshal

Colonel,

I have the honor to forward through you to the Hon. Secretary of War, the enclosed letters of Mrs. Egerton, who is a vile rebel. These letters were captured in the house of a notorious rebel named Mrs. Branson, and in whose house Payne, (arrested on charge of stabbing Mr. Seward & son) was boarding for some time.1 I call attention very respectfully to the apparent terms of intimacy existing between this Mrs. Egerton & Major Brady.

I am sir,

Very Respectfully

Your Obedient Servt.

Wm. H. Wiegel

Major & asst. Provost Marshal



1 Powell was arrested in 1863 at Mrs. Branson’s boardinghouse for beating a black servant who had been “impudent” in addressing Powell. Margaret Kaighn testified to the incident at the conspiracy trial (DW, Powell, Poore III:81, Pitman 161).

(2:675)

“W” 201 (JAO) 1865

Letterhead: Headquarters, Middle Department, 8th Army Corps, Office

Provost Marshal, Baltimore, April 21, 1865

Maj. Wm. H. Wiegel

Asst. Pro. Marshal

Major,

I have the honor to report that I have searched the house of Mrs. Branson No. 16 N. Eutaw St. Herewith I hand you a package of letters found in possession of Miss Maggie Branson, which seems just at this time to be worthy of notice.

I would call your attention to the letter addressed to Maj. Brady at Pt. Lookout.

Payne, who was arrested in Washington made it his home at this house and the intimacy between Miss B & him would be remarked under ordinary circumstances. When I arrested Payne some 2 months since, I took him from this house.

I am, Major,

Very Resp your obt

H. B. Smith

Lt. & C.

(4:394–99)

“W” R.B. (JAO) P31 1865

Pro. M. Baltimore

April 18th 1865

Major W. H. Wiegel

Col. John C. Foster

Judge Advocate War Department

Col. I have the honor to forward the copy of oath required. Lewis Paine was detained at this office March 12/65 as a refugee on the 14th he was permitted to take the oath of allegiance & was ordered north of Philadelphia to remain during the war. I know of no authority permitting him to return south of the above named city.1

Reply

Your most Obdt Servt

Wm. H. Wiegel

Major & asst. Pro. Marshal.



1 Powell (alias Paine, Payne, Wood) was arrested in January 1865 as a spy and was taken to Colonel Wiegel, who was stationed in Alexandria, Virginia. The charge was dropped because of insufficient evidence. Wiegel allowed Powell to take the Oath of Allegiance (dated January 13, 1865) and released him. A confirmation copy of his Oath of Allegiance was found on Powell at the time of his arrest. He signed the oath using the alias “Paine” so that his parents would not find out should Booth’s kidnap plan fail, resulting in Powell’s arrest.


	HARRIET WILKERSON	(3:834–35)


“W” 622 (JAO) 1865

Wilkerson, Harriet

26th April 1865

Harriet Wilkerson (colored) living on “L” St. between Vermont Ave. & 15th St.

I used to live in the family of Mr. Tobias Smith on 12th St., 3rd door north of the “Kirkwood.” In the garret of said house is a small chamber just under the roof, the only entrance to which is through a sliding trap door in the floor. To get into it you have to place a ladder from the garret floor to the trap and push the trap open.


	BILLY WILLIAMS	(6:497–98, PW, Poore I:144, Pitman 223)


“W” R.B. (JAO) P102

Billy Williams (colored)

May 8th 1865

I live at 63 Pin Alley, Baltimore, Md.; have lived with the Booth family. Was very small when I lived with them. I knew J. Wilkes Booth. I met him sometime in March, in Baltimore, and at his request carried two letters for him; one to Mr. Arnold’s and one to go to Exeter Street to Mr. O’Laughlin.1 I carried Mr. Arnold’s to his house; but the other one I gave to Mr. O’Laughlin at the Holiday Street Theater, on Saturday afternoon, where he was attending a matinee. Did not see Booth afterwards.

Have known O’Laughlin for a long time. Got acquainted with him on Exeter Street,2 where he lived nearly opposite Booth’s. Don’t know how long ago that was; but think it was 6 years ago.



1 The prosecution called Williams as a witness to “establish the intimacy of these men … [and] their close personal relations with each other.” Judge Advocate, Poore I:146.

2 John Wilkes Booth’s father owned a brick row house on Exeter Street across from the O’Laughlen family. The Booths spent most of their winters there before Junius’s death in 1852.


	EDWIN WILLIAMS	(6:480–82)


“W” R.B. (JAO) P101 1865

Williams, Edwin

Edwin Williams, residing at the Franklin House, Washington, corner of 8th and D Streets, states:

I started from Washington on the 18th of April, 1865, in company with Mr. Worsley and went out on the 7th Street road to Sandy Springs, until we got to Mr. Gerard Hopkins house, where we stopped at night. We arrived there a little after five o’clock. His house is this side of Clarksville or Clarkstown about a mile and a half; it is a large brick house on the right of the road as we went in. I was told by Mr. Hopkins that a little girl that they had was out to the barn after eggs on Saturday evening, April 15th, 1865, and she saw a man in the hay in the barn. Hopkins said there was another man in the barn who appeared to be lame. He stated that his horse was taken, by these men, on Sunday night at ten o’clock, after his arrival from Baltimore on Saturday night. When they stole Mr. Hopkins’ horse they left another, in the road, which had been used up and he was taken up by Dr. Hardy’s Negro. Hopkins, Worsley and I went to Dr. Hardy’s house to get the horse but found that it had been taken away by the cavalry. It didn’t appear to be a city horse, but a farm horse. A photograph of Mr. Booth, the murderer of Lincoln President Lincoln, was shown to the members of Mr. Hopkins family and they said that it resembled the description, which was given by the little girl, of one of the men she saw in the barn. The little girl is some relation of the Hopkin’s but I do not know her name.


	ISABELL WILLIAMS	(3:39–40)


“W” 372 (JAO) 1865

Isabel Williams

Greensburg, Ohio

Sec. Stanton

Sir, I see by one of the Baltimore papers the arrest of Mrs. Branson and daughters concerning Payne, the alleged assassin of our beloved President.1 I feel it to be my duty to my husband as he has served his two years and eight months and came home a cripple for life & also duty to my country to give some information that probably lead to his capture. Mrs. Branson has been a southern rendevous ever since this war commenced and have harbored more than one southern spy and have removed them from one place to another as suspicion would lead for a search. Now have John P. Egerton house searched. Thomas Dutiehart is on McCullough St. Mr. Polock, he keeps store on Baltimore St. near Holiday St. and Mr. Greens house of Washington as he would hide everyone that had sympathy for the South. Very likely he is in Baltimore as he, I am pretty sure, boarded with Branson before last March and they have supplied the southern army with clothes and medicine for the last four years. The rebels in Baltimore were watched so close and Branson’s had never been searched, so the money was sent to Mary and Margaret and they would get the things and send them off by the Alms House wagon. I can’t say the keeper knew of the driver carrying those things but it is more than likely he did or they would hardly trust a town pauper with so much. His name I can’t remember but you can find out at the Mayor office in Baltimore 1862 & 63 was the time he was in & I don’t know if he is still in office or not. I have been living in Ohio for the last year & I know that President Lincoln had no where more bitter enemies than the Branson’s & I am sure no other family has done more against the government than they have in Baltimore; that I am confident of.

I hope this may be of some service to the government as I would feel happy if the villain was only caught and no mercy shown to any of them.

Isabel Williams

Greensburg, Summit County, Ohio

Formerly Isabel Branson at Baltimore



1 Mrs. Branson and her two daughters Margaret and Mary ran a boardinghouse located at 16 North Eutaw Street in Baltimore. The Bransons were engaged in smuggling medicines and other valuable commodities to the South. Lewis Powell boarded at the Branson House beginning in January 1865 and ending abruptly in March, when he went to Washington.


	JOHN D. WILLIAMS	(6:556–59)


“W” EB (JAO) 17 June 1865

E.B. Vol. 2 Page 43

Endorsement

Respectfully referred to Brevet Col. Burnett

A. A. Hosmer, Maj & J. A.

May 20th 1865

Respectfully referred to Col. Wells for investigation.

H. L. Burnett

June 16th

Hdqrs Pr. Mar. Gen

Dep. So. Of Potomac

Alexandria, June 17

Respectfully returned to Brvt Col. Burnett, Judge Advocate, War Dept. with the information that I received the information contained in the enclosed letter several weeks ago; sent for and carefully examined H. C. Jennings, Pianist at Canterbury, and found that it was in reality without any foundation whatever, as he knew nothing of any importance related to the murder of the President.

H. H. Wells

Bvt. Brig Gen & Pro. Mar. Gen

Dep. So. Of Potomac

Envelope

To Brig. Gen j. Holt

Alexandria May 19 postmark

Letter

May 19th 1865

Brig. Gen. J. Holt

J.A. Gen

Sir,

Yesterday I met a man on the Ferry Boat from Washington whose acquaintance I formed, and in the course of our conversation he remarked that he knew Booth well, and was with him 5 minutes before the President was shot, and that he knew a great many things connected with that affair, which he could tell, if he was so disposed. His name is H. C. Jennings, now engaged as Pianist at the Alexandria “Canterbury”.

Presuming that it is my duty to advise you of the above facts, I have taken the liberty of doing so.

Very Respectfully,

Your Obdt Servt

John D. Williams

Chief Clerk of Gen. J. P. Slough

Mil. Gov. Alex.


	R. WILLIAMS	(2:971–72)


“W” 294 (JAO) 1865

R. Williams

Letterhead: War Department, Adjutant General’s Office, Washington May 18, 1865

Captain R. Brinkerhoff

Asst. Qrmr, Wash. DC

Sir,

Your communication of the 13th instant requesting to be furnished with an official copy of the order convening the Court of which Major General Hunter, U.S. Vols., is President, to enable you to complete your vouchers for the payment of transportation and per diem to witnesses before the court, has been received.

In reply, I have the honor to inform you that a copy of the order in question cannot be furnished from this office and to state that your proper course would be to apply for the desired copy to the President or Judge Advocate of the Court.

Very respectfully,

Your Obt. Servant,

R. Williams

Asst. Adj. Gen.


	B. WILLS	(3:343–44)


“W” 477 (JAO) 1865

Wills, B.

Paris, Ill. June 1st, 1865

Mr. Stanton sir,

There is a man by the name of J. B. Hannars residing here that I think had aught to be taken before your court and examined in regard to the late killing of the President. From a remark made by him when the word came here and from remarks made before, has induced many to think that he was known to the plot. As he was gone away for some purpose for some time and would not tell where he was or what his business was. It is thought that he know of others that was concerned.

Wills Edward


	EDWARD H. WILSON	(3:213–14)


“W” 433 (JAO) 1865

Wilson Edward H.

Washington, April 18, 1865

To the Hon. Edwin M. Stanton

Secretary of War

Your petitioner, D. Preston Parr, by Ed. H. Wilson, his attorney respectfully says; That he is detained in custody in the Carroll Prison as a witness; that no charge has been brought against him; and that his health is suffering severely by confinement.

He further states that he is a citizen of Baltimore in the state of Maryland and can produce testimonials from the first men of the city as to his standing in the community.

Wherefore he prays your Honor that he be discharged on bail to any amount you may fix; or on his parole to answer at any time or place your Honor may designate.

With much respect

D. Preston Parr

By his Attorney E. H. Wilson

No 14 Law Buildings

Baltimore


	JUNIUS F. WILSON	(7:136)


F-31

Letterhead: Thirty Ninth Congress, US, Washington D.C. June 8th 1866 House of Representatives

Sire, Yours of the 7th instant is recd.

I return to you the letter of Dr. Merritt. You can say to him that no attempt has been made to impeach his testimony before the Com.1

Yours etc.

Junius F. Wilson

Chmn

Gen. Holt

Judge Adv. Gen.



1 During the conspirators’ trial Merritt testified that George Sanders had told him that Jefferson Davis had authorized the assassination of Lincoln. Merritt was discredited when it was learned that much of his testimony was perjured. In May 1866 a House Judiciary Committee held hearings on the alleged involvement of Jefferson Davis in Lincoln’s assassination in which the perjured testimony of Merritt and others was established.


	A. H. WINDSOR	(3:103–4)


“W” 396 (JAO) 1865

Windsor, A. H.

Winchester Va. April 24th 1865

Brig. Gen. W. H. Seward,1 Washington DC

Sir,

Capt. Dick Blazer of the Blazer Scouts was captured last summer and taken to Richmond by one Payne, belonging to Mosby’s gang.2 He thinks from the description, it is the same Payne arrested with the Surratt family and supposed to be the assassin who attempted the life of your honored father, the Secretary of State. Capt. Blazer is well acquainted with the man and would recognize him at once if he were the same. He has made inquiries of Mosby’s men as to this Payne and they say he went away some time ago but where they could not tell. I send you this note thinking that the testimony of Capt. Blazer might throw further light upon the history of this man. Capt. Blazer belongs to the 91st O V C 1st Brig. 4th Prov. Div. Army of the Shenandoah. I am, sir, very Respect. Your obt. Servant, A. H. Windsor, Chaplain, 91st O. V. C.



1 Secretary of State William Seward’s youngest son.

2 The identification of Payne (Lewis Powell) is probably true. During the summer of 1864 Powell was a member of Mosby’s command.


	W. W. WINSHIP	(3:916–17)


“W” 647 (JAO) 1865

Letterhead: U.S. Military Telegraph, April 26, 1865, by telegraph from Alexandria to John A. Foster, Col. & JA

Col, There is a Joseph Parker in Alexandria. He is proprietor of a theater here in which Mr. Ford of Washington is interested. I am unable to find a James Parker. Please answer if you want Joseph. I have him in custody.

W. W. Winship

(3:1039–40)

“W” 673 (JAO) 1865

Winship, W. W.

Endorsement: sent to Old Capitol Prison for investigation by Mil.

Commission, April 26, 1865. C. H. C.

Letterhead: Headquarters Provost Marshal General, Defenses South of Potomac, Alexandria, Va. April 26, 1865

Col. T. Ingraham

Provost Marshal General,

Defenses North of Potomac

Colonel,

I have the honor to forward to you under guard, “Washington Tramwell” a citizen charged with “disloyalty”, also J. B. Farr, a citizen charged with “having been engaged in the plot to assassinate the President.” They were sent in by Lieut. Machesney, Pro. Mar. at Fort Ethan Allen, Va. Please find papers relative to their case enclosed.

Very Respectfully

Your obt Servt.

W. W. Winship

Capt. and Actg. Pro. Mar. General

Defenses south of Potomac


	WILLIAM WITHERS JR.	(6:468–71, PW, Poore I:198, Pitman 79; DW, Spangler, Poore III:10, Pitman 104)


“W” R.B. (JAO) P100 1865

William Withers, Jr.

Preliminary examination before N. H. Miller Jus. Of Peace

County of Washington

District of Columbia

April 1865

My name is William Withers Jr. I reside in Washington City, D. C. I am a musician by profession and I am the leader of the orchestra of Ford’s Theater. I have frequently seen J. Wilkes Booth perform at Ford’s Theater and have frequently conversed with him. I am familiar with his appearance and voice. I saw him at Ford’s Theater on the 14th inst. At about quarter past ten o’clock P.M. I was in the act of going under the stage to reach the orchestra when I heard the report of a gun pistol. It excited my surprise as I had never heard of a pistol being fired in this ^play^ “The American Cousin” just at that time a man came running by me and gave me a severe blow. I turned round; he then cut me twice inflicting a rent in my coat vest and shirt which you can now see. I am satisfied that this man was J. Wilkes Booth for I had a good side view of him and heard him say to let me pass. I then went on the stage and saw Mr. President Lincoln leaning back apparently dead in his chair. Mrs. Lincoln was standing near rubbing his forehead with her hand. I heard someone call for water. I went to get water; when I saw them carry the President out of the box. This is all I know of the case.

William Withers Jr.

(2:564–66, PW, Poore I:198, Pitman 79; DW, Poore III:10, Pitman 104)

“W” 148 (JAO) 1865

Withers, William

Endorsement: Col. Burnett, permission is given Col. Foster to examine these articles and deliver them. The officer in charge will give him and the necessary assistants he may designate admission to the theater. E. M. Stanton May 6/65 Washington May 6, Gen. Burnett

Dear Sir,

Will you be kind enough to give me an order to get the balance of my things from Fords Theater; My sleigh bells, triangle, harmonica and one instrument, violacella for Mr. Musgrove.

Respect.

Wm. Withers

Washington May 7th 1865

Recd from Col. John A. Foster, Judge Advocate, a lot of sleigh bells, a triangle, harmonica, and violacella, being properties left at Ford’s Theater on the night of the assassination of President Lincoln.

William Withers Jr.

And Wm. Musgrove per Wm. W.

(2:566, PW, Poore I:198, Pitman 79; DW, Poore III:10, Pitman 104)

Washington May 7th 1865

Recd from Col. John A. Foster, Judge Advocate, a lot of sleigh bells, a triangle, harmonica, and violacella, being properties left at Ford’s Theater on the night of the assassination of President Lincoln.

William Withers Jr.

And Wm. Musgrove per Wm. W.


	WITNESSES	(7:463–72)


F-89

Statements of Witnesses

Cadher Matthews (colored)

Was born in Anne Arundel Co. Md.; at one time worked for Mr. Darnell; went there first after Christmas 1865 and staid there till the middle of March. While at Mr. Darnell’s saw strangers come to his house “pretty regularly” sometimes on horseback, sometimes afoot. I have seen up here a gentleman who is one of those who came to Mr. Darnell’s. He was one of two. I only seen them there once to the best of my recollection. He rid a sorrel horse and the other one a dark bay; staid there all night and I took care of the horses. They got there just about night, afore sundown. They went away right after breakfast; the sun was more than two hours high at the time they ate breakfast.

(Witness pointed out & identified the portraits of Booth and Surratt as those of these two persons)

I never saw them again except that one in the courthouse.

William Hall (colored)

Born at Melrode, Anne Arundel County Md. I am married, have got my wife here. She worked for Mr. Darnell when I went soldiering. I went off in the second winter month of 1865, about the tenth of January. When I enlisted in Gen. Duncan’s Regiment (4th USCT’s). I and regiment We lay at Baltimore for a while. I was at Darnell’s just before I enlisted, a little better than a week. I think I went over to Darnell’s nearly every night as I was at work on the government fort; Fort Meigs opposite Anacosta Bridge. I saw a couple of strangers there on a Sunday night about a week before I enlisted. Never saw any of those strangers except the other day I saw one of them on the way to the Courthouse (pointed out Surratt’s picture as one of them). Can pick out the other (and he did pick out Booth). They came there on horseback. I saw them ride up as I was standing at the kitchen door. One was on a kind of bay and the other on a sort of checked sorrel. I think the youngest one (Surratt) was riding on the sorrel, the other (Booth’s) hair was coal black and the other’s (Surratt’s) was dark. He had only a short goatee on his face.

Nathan James (colored)

I was at work at the Three Mile Tavern on the Hookstown Road near Baltimore in April 1865. I began to work in March for Lin Buffington. I remember Easter Sunday 1865. The day before there came to the tavern a buggy in the morning between four and five o’clock drawn by a small bay horse, with two persons in it. Apparently they had been driving right fast by the way the horse was panting. They told me to feed him and got out of the buggy. Then going back to the barroom door one of them stepped back and said “Don’t feed him, he is rather warm and we won’t have ^the^ time enough to spend”. Changed his mouth. Then they came out and one gentleman handed me a ten cent note. They got into the buggy and drove up the road.

Cannot describe the persons. As near as I can recollect one of them had a red face (like Asmussen’s). He handed me the ten cent piece. Did not notice the other; had a small moustache; he was about as high as I am. I am 5 ft. 9 ½ inch. Two or three inches taller than Mr. Riddle; thin legs; about 24 or 25 years old; “a fine voice”. It was the man who didn’t give me the ten cents that was driving; he drew the reins. It was a nice buggy; top was down and it was drizzling. The horse was panting; he had gone some distance; he was muddy and had lathered over the harness. He didn’t tremble any when he stopped. He was very dry. I just changed his mouth. They went right up the country. Never saw them since to my recollection. Did not see them today. The man I saw had a fuller face than the one I saw today (Surratt). He was about his height. The man that gave me the 10 cent piece was healthier than Surratt (as seen today); had hair of about the same color. They said nothing. One went round to the corner of the house to make water. (the one i.e. who didn’t give him the 10 cents) Fixed the date because George Washington was to come and take my place on the next Monday but couldn’t on account of the pickets having been put about the city. There was a circus about there; came on Tuesday and staid till Friday.

The horse was a small bay horse but so white sweaty I couldn’t tell his color exactly, a well made horse.

Oliver A. Myers

Kept the Three Mile Tavern on the Hookstown Road in April 1865. Crossed out unintlligable sentence. Does not remember ever to have seen Surratt. His house, (3 Mile Tavern) is about 3 miles from the Washington Monument and say half a mile further from the “Three Tans Tavern.” First heard of the President’s murder about 8 o’clock on Saturday (April 15) morning. Has no recollection of any parties stopping there before that time that day. No recollection of ever seeing Surratt before today.

His house is on the Hookstown or Riester’s Road leading N.W. from Baltimore towards Carlisle and by branching off to Gettysburg, Westfield (?)Westminster (?) etc. It is a much traveled pike with gates etc. The nearest RR is the Northern Central. Woodbury the nearest station about a mile off. Easiest way to reach PW&B RR ^from his house^ is through Baltimore. His house is beyond the junction with the Liberty Road.

Cordelia Hall (colored)

I lived at Mr. Darnell’s in the fall before the President was murdered and stayed there 9 or 10 months. I saw two men come there about a week before my husband enlisted which was a good two months before the President was killed. They came there about dusk Sunday evening from the direction of Bladensburg. Never saw them till they came into the yard. They staid all night and had an early breakfast and as soon as they ate left. Mr. Darnell told me to get the breakfast early as he had to go somewhere. He didn’t go anywhere till late in the day and then he went to Bladensburg or that way. Breakfast was through about seven o’clock. The men were strangers. Never saw them before. Miss Henny said, when the guards came round that they were acquaintances of her brother from Baltimore. I saw one of them since. Saw him here in jail (this Surratt) Have no doubt about it. (Pointed out Surratt and Booth in the book as the persons.) The one with whiskers (Booth) was on a dark sorrel and the other (Surratt) on a checked Sorrel.

Cordelia saw Wertz at Darnell’s Mertz is about 25 or 30; was married; never seen any children of his; he is a little taller than Asmussen and has a more broken face; had a moustache and whiskers up the side; don’t know the color of his hair; he was a farmer; carried on a crop; had hands work for him; used to be with Darnell; used to visit all together; hunted and shot with him.

Notes: Matthews rather dull. The other colored witnesses bright.


	FRANK C. WOOD	(2:1088–89)


“W” 330 (JAO) 1865

Frank C. Wood

Winsted, CT. May 22nd

Dear Sir,

There is in this place an accomplice of J. Wilkes Booth in the plot to murder the President. His name is Geo. W. Butler. He was formerly in the employ of Jeff Davis as hostler. He is 36 years of age, 5 feet 4 ½ inches high, light hair, light complexion, blue eyes and by occupation a teamster. I know the above to be a fact for I was in Richmond myself when he was in Jeff’s employ and am well acquainted with him. I do not wish him to know that I exposed him until he is fast for he is a desperate fellow. I should have reported him to the District Provost Marshal but I don’t know where his office is located.

Yours respectfully,

Frank C. Wood


	WILLIAM P. WOOD1	(5:489–91, PW, Poore III:279, Pitman 130)


“F” R.B. (JAO) P68 1865

H. Clay Ford

Statement provided by W. P. Wood

Supt. of O. C. Prison

H. Clay Ford was arrested in Washington on April 17, 1865. Committed to O. C. Prison same day. Is a native of Baltimore Md. Aged 21 years. Claims residence in Baltimore County. Occupation: Treasurer of Ford’s Theater, Washington. The duties as Treasurer of the theater is disbursement and receipt of all monies, besides which to sell tickets and such matters as a general interest would present for the benefit of the company.

He has been personally acquainted with J. Wilkes Booth for the past two (2) years. Has been on intimate terms with him for the past eight months. Has often heard J. Wilkes Booth express himself as a secessionist. Has drank with Booth in the drinking saloons near the theater about ten or twelve times, but never had any confidential relations with him. H. Clay Ford was present in the office part of the day and the night of the assassination, does not recollect of any application being made for any of the private boxes. T. J. Raybold and James R. Ford were in the office during his absence during the day in question and Joseph Sessford was in the office officiating at the window of the office during the evening of the murder. James. R. Bryon is the usher on the tier and side of the theater in proximity to the box occupied by President Lincoln.

H. Clay Ford declares that he had never known or heard of any of the accomplices of Booth previous to the publication of their names. H. Clay Ford claims to be a loyal man. Has never uttered a disloyal sentence at any time nor to any person, since or before the rebellion.



1 Wood was superintendent of Old Capitol Prison.

(2:894)

“W” 262 (JAO) 1865

Wood, Wm. P.

Old Capitol Prison

Washington DC

May 6, 1865

Col. Foster

Sir,

Mr. Booth has but one sister and her name is Asia B. Clark, wife of Mr. J. S. Clark.1

Very Resp

Your obt. Servt.

William P. Wood

Supt. O. C. Prison



1 Booth had a second sister, Rosalie, fifteen years his senior. She was described as having a “neurotic moodiness” that kept her in the shadows for her entire life; see Stanley Kimmel, The Mad Booths of Maryland (New York: Bobbs-Merrill, 1940), 59. Rosalie died in 1889 at the age of sixty-six.

(3:337–38)

“W” 475 (JAO) 1865

W. P. Wood, Supt. O. C. P. June 1st, 1865

List of prisoners confined in Old Capitol Prison, Wash DC. Arrested on suspicion of being connected with the assassination of the President.1

TABLE 13 List of Prisoners Confined in Old Capitol Prison As of June 1, 1865

[image: ]



1 Among the eighteen prisoners listed by Wood are six who knowingly aided Booth and Herold in their attempted escape (Baden, Bryant, Bainbridge, Cox, Lucas, and Stuart) and five who were called to testify before the tribunal (James Ford, Clay Ford, Howell, Johnson, and Lloyd). See William P. Wood (3:337–38), table 13.


	When captured	Comments
	April 26, 1865	Committed by order of Sec. of War
	May 1	Committed by order of Sec of War thru Col. L. C. Baker. Witness in case of assassination and in Watkins murder case.
	April 22	Committed by order of Col. T. Ingraham cognizant of or implicated in murder of the President
	May 1	Witness, commmitted by order of Sec of War thru Col. L. C. Baker
	May 5	Witness, committed by order of Com. Gen. Of Prisons. Transferred from Johnson’s Island, Ohio, May 17
	April 24	Committed by order of Col. T. Ingraham, Held for Col. Foster’s order
	April 18	Committed by order of Col. T. Ingraham, transferred to Arsenal by order of Maj. Gen. Hancock
	April 19	Committed by order of Col. T. Ingraham subject to Gen. Augur’s orders
	May 6	Committed by order of Sec. Of War thru Col. L. C. Baker
	April 18	Committed by order of Col. T. Ingraham—disloyalty
	April 18	Committed by order of Col. T. Ingraham—disloyalty
	Mch 24	Committed by order of Col. T. Ingraham as blockade runner since supposed to be in the assassination plot
	Dec 18 ‘64	Witness, committed by order of Col. T. Ingraham, transferred from Fort Warren, Mass to give evidence.
	April 23	Committed by order of Col. T. Ingraham. Implicated in murder of President Lincoln
	May 2	Committed by order of Sec. Of War thru Col. L. C. Baker, witness
	April 22	Committed by order of Col. T. Ingraham for orders War Dept.
	April 16	Committed by Col. T. Ingraham, charged with or cognizant of the murder of President Lincoln and attempted murder of Sec. Seward.
		Committed by order of Col. T. Ingraham, held for Col. Baker.


(7:367–69)

F-72

Letter to Turner1 from Wood, April 23, 1865 and enclosures

April 23rd 1865

Have been out to the residence of Dr. Mudd, accompanied by Col. Wells & Col A. Allen. Dr. Mudd and myself have made a personal examination of the premises and matters relating to the murderers. We tracked both their horses and know they left Dr. Mudd’s house on horseback; about dusk they were lost. Herold dismounted and went up the road & inquired for directions and there is no doubt they have left for the Potomac, via Port Tobacco, going by way of Mathias Point in Va. Dr. Mudd’s statement I now believe to be true.2

The assassins changed horses. Herold has was riding the ^bay^ mare obtained from Pumphrey’s stable and it may be possible that she fell or threw off Booth and broke his leg.3 However I believe as I have written this morning, I will start for Port Tobacco this evening; my men, Kirby & Allen, slept last night in the bed used by Booth when his leg was bandaged. All the tales about Booth being in Washington, Pennsylvania or upper Maryland are a hoax, we are on his track, rely on it. We are all well.

Resp.

William P. Wood

Superintendent



1 Major Levi C. Turner, associate judge advocate (Army) in Washington.

2 Mudd’s statement was false. Booth and Herold crossed the Potomac River from a spot near Dent’s Meadow several miles to the south of Port Tobacco.

3 This statement has led at least one historian to conclude that Booth did not break his leg while jumping to the stage of Ford’s Theatre.

(7:370–73)

F-72

Bryantown, Charles Co. Md.

April 23rd, 1865

Maj. L. C. Turner

Dear Sir

After receiving my orders from the Hon. Sec. of War, I started from Washington, having in my company (or employ) Wallace Kirby, Aguilla Allen & Bernard Adamson, having received permission from Hon. E. M. Stanton, that I might release Zadock Jenkin’s daughter.

^Previous to our start^ I had sent Allen to get a correct description from the hostler of the horses which was hired by Booth ^&^ after certain other little preliminaries started in pursuit of the murderers, arriving at the Anacosta Bridge (Navy Yard) ^about 9 ½ PM^. We learned that two persons had crossed the bridge on the night of the murder, who answered the descriptions of Booth and David Herold, and the identification of the horses they rode. They ^(the murderers)^ passed the bridge at ^an^ interval of about 10 or fifteen minutes between them, AJ. Wilkes Booth crossing first.^ We stopped at the house of Zadock Jenkins,1 Jenkins was not at home, learned he was under arrest down at the Post office store kept by Robey;2 Jenkins daughter was left at the house of her father and we proceeded to Surratt’s store; learned that the proprietor, a Mr. Lloyd was under arrest at Robey’s place; we proceeded to the store (post office) and ^I^ saw Jenkins. He informed me that if I would call on Gabriel Thompson I would learn something of the murderer passing up the road, and that I would find a Doctor Mudd who resided near Bryantown who could give me further particular; Receiving these reports I left Jenkins at Robey’s ^3 ½ Am April 22 (yesterday)^ & returned; had our horses fed & took breakfast. Before sunrise we were at Gabriel Thompson’s house; his son George Thompson (a boy of about 14 or 16 years) informed me that the parties supposed to be Booth & Herold passed him on the night of the murder, that his father’s cart or conveyance had broken down in the road and he was there waiting for his father’s return with another conveyance; that there was a black man ^now^ in the employ of Dr. Blandford3 named Henry Butler who was with him at the time the two men passed and that he held conversation with them to the effect that if any persons should make any inquiry for them to say they had taken the Marlborough road. We left Thompson’s house, and proceeded to Dr. Blanford’s farm. Allen and myself proceeded to the house and after a hunt all over the farm, we found the Henry Butler. He fully corroborated the boys Thompson’s statement, ^neither one of these parties had been interrogated by any person previous to our interview with them^ and I was then fully satisfied ^we^ were on the track of the villains; proceeded then to Bryantown (the place where I am now writing). Here I learned Col. Wells was stationed, after some conversation with him we left for Dr. Mudd’s house, taking the Dr. in my buggy (carriage). He informed me that Booth had been introduced to him & had been at his house in the fall of 1864 and he had known him then as Booth. That he now believed since his examination that he had set the leg of Booth, who was at his house on Saturday morning about 4 o’clock AM; visited Dr. Mudd’s house and made an examination of the premises. The Dr. tells a tale not to be believed about their departure from his house, stated that he had cut the boot off Booth’s leg as it was much swollen and gave him a shoe or slipper; crutches were made for Booth by the Dr. and an Englishman in the Dr’s employ.4 Learning these and other matters, I returned with the Dr. and returned him to the custody of Col. Wells, as promised. Col. Wells had arrived here the day previous to my arrival, and Dr. Mudd’s action in the matter was patent to anyone in the village who took any interest in the matter. I received every assistance & kindness at the hands of Col. Wells, who is taking every step in the prosecution of the business in hand.1 As I could get no lead of the horses any distance from Dr. Mudd’s house, I was determined to go out again (distance some 3 or 5 miles from this place). On arriving at the place I thought there were suspicious transactions and movements and Allen, Kirby & Adamson was left at the Dr.’s house (last night) and I returned to Bryantown; met Dr. Mudd on his return to his home unaccompanied by anyone, just at the edge of the village; conversed with Col. Wells (he had paroled Dr. Mudd) the Col. had sent down to Robey’s after the prisoner Lloyd; and in the evening was in at his confession; he stated that Mrs. Surratt’s visit there on the day Friday was in relation to giving Booth & David Herold arms (carbines) which were left in his house by John Surratt. Booth told Lloyd, (the prisoner) who resides in Mrs. Surratt’s house (on the road) near Robey’s that they (we) had murdered the President & Sec. Seward; You can take all precautions necessary now with Mrs. Surratt for she was beyond the question of a doubt in the conspiracy. Lloyd knew David Herold personally and fully recognized him as being with Booth and on being shown the likeness of Booth this morning fully identifies it as the man who had his leg broken and was in company with Herold, and who was the person said we murdered the president etc. We have rumors that they have made their way to the Potomac & have crossed.2 We have lost all track of the horses from the time they were at Dr. Mudd’s, where they remained nearly all day on Saturday last. I have concluded to remain here until (meaning in the vicinity of Dr. Mudd’s) until I can learn the trail of the horses; should I receive any information of the murderers crossing the Potomac I shall cross and follow them; it is impossible to form correct conclusions as to their whereabouts from the time they were at Dr. Mudd’s house; There is no doubt but that Booth broke one of the bones in his leg in the jump on the stage of the Theater immediately of ^after^ the murder.3 Col. Wells & myself are now preparing going to Dr. Mudd’s house; will write again if I remain here another day; I send this for your information; your good judgment will prevent any improper use thereof; hoping for success I remain respectfully your obt Servant William P. Wood

Supt. OCP



1 John Zadoc Jenkins was Mary Surratt’s older brother. Margaret Elizabeth Jenkins, twenty-one years old at the time, was arrested along with several other members of the Jenkins and Surratt families. Jenkins testified on behalf of his sister Mary (Poore II:485, III:386, Pitman 127, 128).

2 Andrew Robey replaced John Surratt Jr. as postmaster in 1863 when Surratt was fired under suspicion of disloyal activity.

3 Dr. Joseph Henry Blandford married Cecelia Mudd, Samuel Mudd’s sister. Blandford testified on behalf of Mudd (DW, Poore II:436, III:183, 329, 407, Pitman 130, 195, 200, 203).

4 John Best.

1 Wells allowed Mudd to return to his home after being interrogated in Bryantown. Wells told Mudd to return the next morning, Saturday, April 22. Mudd was arrested on Monday, April 24.

2 Booth and Herold crossed the Potomac River on the night of April 22–23.

3 This statement goes against the theory that Booth broke his leg when his horse slipped and fell on his leg, breaking it.

(7:452–54)

F-87

Statement from Wood relating to Adams and wife, April 29, 1865

Austin L. Adams and wife

Committed April 29, 1865

The man is nearly 64 years and the woman over 50 years of age. Reside in Newport, Charles County Md. they entertained a man named Pat Simpson’s who is their neighbor and who took tea with Mrs. Adams. These parties were arrested for the supposed entertainment of Booth. I respectfully recommend their release.

William P. Wood

Supt. OC Prison

(7:629–33)

F-113

List of Prisoners in Old Capitol Prison

1    Oscar Hough Released

2    Sergeant S. K. J. Street on duty at Camp Stoneman night of assassination and suspected of writing letter signed “Sam”

3    James Maddox, Property man at Ford’s has testified as witness

4    Miss Anna E. Surratt daughter of Mrs. Surratt

5    Olivia Jenkins lived at Mrs. Surratt’s

6    Thos. Green lived in Van Ness house at foot of 17th St.

7    Nannie Green         "        "        "        "      "

8    Samuel K. Chester—has testified as to conversation with Booth in NY

9    Wm. Gabriel makes statement @ John D. Reamer

10   John D. Reamer of Hagerstown in Feb said 100,000 men were in Canada to invade the North, that $50,000 had been subscribed for the assassination of the President and that after the 1st or 15th of April Lincoln would not be President—is a violent secessionist—was with the Rebs in 63 when they were burning buildings in Hagerstown, and his store was left undisturbed at the time the stores of all Union men were being robbed. Reamer says that he only reported the above things as having been published in the papers 11   James R. Ford1

12   Miss Mary A. Cook—Expressions of delight at Mr. Lincoln’s death, two strangers came to house about 2 o’clock night of 14th

13   Wm P. James—disloyal language

14   Miss J. Ross                    "

15   Elizabeth Butchins           "

16   Frank Roth                     "

14   Walter M. Barnes—supposed to have some knowledge of plot, but probably no case against him, was in Baltimore at time of assassination

15   John M. Lloyd, Surrattsville

16   D. Preston Parr—of Baltimore, supposed to know something of Surratt, telegraphs to him

17   Capt. Saml Cox harboring Booth

18   T. A. Jones—witness sent by Col Wells probably from Newport

19   James Owens     accomplice in Booth’s escape1 Col Wells

20   J. W. Nelson"

21   Benj. Booth Cook, arrested at Pottsville, should be released
      Is this Booth’s brother in law?

22   Austin L. Adams & wife of Newport, Aiding Booth to escape2

23   Dr. Robt Neale                    Implicated in assassination

24   Thos. Knox                                 "          "       "

25   Wm B. Donaldson—held for Col. Burnett

26   D. H. Cockrill                         "         "

27   John Augur Holt, brought from Chambersburg

28   John Celestine, Col. Baker3

29   Emile Jarboe                    "

30   George Jarboe                 "

31   J. W. Wharton4               "

32   Jacob Miller                    "

33   Oliver Brown                  "

34   Edward Chelny               "

35   R. Condon                      "

36   Lewis J. Wiechmann5      "

37   Joseph Barton                 "

38   Wm Bryant6                    "

39   Wm Rollins7                    "

40   Wm Lucas8                    "

41   Willie S. Jett9                  "

42   Dr. Stewart10                  "

43 A. R. Bainbridge1            "

44   M. B. Ruggles               "

45   John M. Garrett             "

46   Wm. H. Garrett2            "

47   H. Clay Ford3                "

48   Jas Gifford4                    "

49   Lt. C. D. Pearson

Dr. Francis Tumblety5



1 Brother of John R. Ford and business manager of Ford’s Theatre.

1 There is no evidence to implicate Owens in Booth’s escape.

2 There is no evidence that the Adams aided Booth in his escape.

3 A Portuguese ship captain mistakenly believed to be a party to Booth’s escape.

4 Sutler located at Fort Monroe who hired Samuel Arnold as a clerk.

5 Friend of John and Mary Surratt and boarder at the Surratt House who became the government’s principal witness at the trial of Mary Surratt and Samuel Mudd.

6 Confederate agent working for Thomas Harbin, an agent of the Signal Service of the Confederate War Department.

7 Owner of a store at Port Conway, Virginia, who gave the military detectives crucial evidence that led them to John Wilkes Booth.

8 A free black whose cabin, located in King George County, Virginia, Booth commandeered on the night of April 23.

9 Confederate soldier who arranged with Richard Garrett for Booth and Herold to stay at his farm during April 24–26.

10 Provided Booth and Herold with food but refused them lodging, sending them instead to the cabin of William Lucas, a free black living a short distance from Stuart’s summer home.

1 A Confederate soldier who along with Jett and Ruggles escorted Booth and Herold to the home of Richard Garrett near Bowling Green, Virginia.

2 John and William Garrett were sons of Richard Garrett, the man who let Booth and Herold stay at his house.

3 Younger brother of John R. Ford and treasurer of Ford’s Theatre.

4 Chief carpenter at Ford’s Theatre. Gifford was the architect and builder of Junius Brutus Booth’s home in Bel Air, Maryland.

5 Known as “The Indian Herb Doctor,” Tumblety was suspected of being part of Booth’s conspiracy. Tumblety is today also considered a prime suspect in being the infamous Jack the Ripper.


	HENRY WOODLAWN [WOODLAND]6	(6:450–53)


“W” R.B. (JAO) P99 1865

Henry Woodlawn (colored)

April 30, 1865

Port Tobacco Md. April 30, 1865

Henry Woodlawn, living with Mr. Thomas Jones, at Huckleberry, Md. states:

There have been a great many suspicious men knocking about around our place, and the only man I know of who talked with them was Mr. Jones.7 A week ago last Thursday, Mr. Jones had a boat brought up from Allen’s Fresh and about twelve o’clock he told me to take it up to the other side of Mr. Dents, who lives about half a mile from Mr. Jones’s and put it across a little point and he would go there the next day and hide it. I did not know what he intended with it, but thought he was going to do with it as he said. I did as he commanded me, and supposed the boat was still there until this morning, when I went with a detective to show him where it was. When I found the boat was gone.

Mr. Jones must have hid the boat somewhere, for I could not find it. He told me I must not say anything about the boat unless I was questioned and that if I were questioned I could answer whatever I chose. On Thursday week about 12 o’clock or after in the day, Mr. Jones went away from his house, and I did not see anything more of him until the next morning about sunrise; where he went I do not know.

In times past, within a year, I have often seen signal lights at night across the Potomac and they have been answered by Mr. Jones and boats have come from the other side and gone back again. I do not know of any boat starting from this side to go over. Dr. Dent and George Dent, neighbors, seem to be engaged in carrying the mail or any other thing that was needful on the other side. Whenever men came and wanted to go across the Potomac, they would come and stay a day and the next day I would miss them. Mr. Jones would also say that he was going away, but I could not say where he went. I did not know how they went, but it looked very suspicious that the men had gone on the other side. I don’t know as Mr. Jones ever went across himself, but I used to miss him.



6 Woodland was a former slave of Thomas Jones and worked as a laborer for Jones after being emancipated. Jones was the chief signal agent in Maryland for the Confederate Signal Service (secret service). He frequently sent and received signals from a Confederate signal camp located at Mathias Point on the Virginia side of the Potomac River.

7 Under orders from Cox, Jones hid Booth and Herold in a pine thicket for five days and on Thursday, April 20, put them in a small boat and set them toward Mathias Point on the Virginia shore. The boat, belonging to Jones, was kept hidden by Woodland until Jones called for it.


	COLONEL JOHN WOOLEY	(2:97–98)


“W” 41 (JAO) 1865

Col. John Wooley

Pro. Mar. Gen.

Forwards under guard T. J. Raybold, the person who sold the box tickets on the day of the murder.

(2:778–79)

“W” 225 (JAO) 1865

Wooley, Lt. Col. John

Letterhead: Headquarters, Middle Department, 8th Army Corps, Office Provost Marshal, Baltimore May 2nd 1865

Brig. Gen. James A. Hardie

Insp. Gen. War dept.

Washington DC

Gen.

The bearer, Mr. Reed, is extremely anxious to have a conference with you, referring to the late assassinations, and as he seems so earnest in the matter I hope you may grant him an early audience. I know very little of the gentleman, but believe him to be truthful & of good character. I have the honor to be Very Respectfully,

Your obt servant

John Wooley,

Lt. Col. Pro. Mar.

(3:289–90)

“W” 458 (JAO) 1865

Woolley, Col. John

Letterhead: Headquarters, Middle Department, 8th Army Corps, Office

Provost Marshal, Baltimore, May 26th 1865

Col. H. S. Burnett

Judge Advocate

Washington

I have the honor to state that Mrs. Branson & her daughters Mary A. & Maggie were arrested on April 28th by order of the Sec. of War on charge of complicity with Payne & others charged with assassinating the President of the United States. From that day to the 23rd inst., they have been under guard at their house. On that day they received summons to appear as witnesses before the Mil. Commission at Washington. The summons were signed by you & Major Wiegel A. P. M. permitted the ladies to go to Washington without a guard, or in other words they were released to enable them to obey the summons. I do not consider this as exactly regular and will feel obliged to you for an order covering their release for the purpose stated. Will you please inform me if it is intended they shall be kept under guard or are they fully released? I will also add that the summons were not transmitted through this office, and I am not aware of the source from which they were received. As Major Wiegel is not here I will thank you for an early reply that I may make up my record while the transaction is yet fresh. I have the honor to be Very Respectfully

Your obt. Servt.

John Woolley

Lt. Col & Pro. Mar.

(3:471–72)

“W” 521 (JAO) 1865

Woolley, Col. John

Letterhead: Headquarters Middle Department, 8th Army Corps, Office

Provost Marshal, Baltimore, June 11th 1865

Col. H. L. Burnett

Judge Advocate

Sir,

The enclosed letter has just been discovered in the Rebel mail matter in my possession. Thinking it might possibly be of some service in the trial of the conspirators I forward it to you. If it is not needed please return at your leisure. I have the honor to be Very Respectfully

Your Obt. Servt.

John Woolley

Lt. Col & Pro. Mar.

(3:609–10)

“W” 553 (JAO) 1865

Woolley, John

Letterhead: Office U. S. Military Telegraph, War Department,

The following telegram received at Washington 11 AM, April 24, from Camden

Station, Baltimore, Md.

Col. John A. Foster.

J. W. Wharton is under arrest in Washington. He is perfectly innocent. He took Arnold out of pure charity. Can anything be done for him. He will not run away if paroled.1

John Woolley

Lt. Col. & PM



1 John W. Wharton operated a sutler’s store at Fort Monroe, Virginia. He hired Samuel Arnold as a clerk shortly before the assassination. Arnold’s father told detectives from Provost Marshal James McPhail’s office in Baltimore that his son could be found at Fort Monroe. Arnold was arrested along with John Wharton on Monday, April 17.

(2:636–39)

“W” 185 (JAO) 1865

Wooley, John

Endorsement: April 29 forwarded to Hon Sec. of War, I can bear witness to the energy and zeal shown by Col. Wooley and his assistant Maj. Wiegel in their efforts to discover the assassins of President Lincoln. The suicide of Thomas at that particular juncture did excite suspicion, but nothing was found in the slightest degree connecting him with the crime until the day the Sect’s order for exhuming the body, etc., came to hand. Lew Wallace Maj. Gen. Comdg Letterhead: Headquarters Middle Department, Eight Army Corps Office Provost Marshal

April 28th 1865

Major Gen. Lew Wallace

Comdg Middle Dept. 8th A. C.

General

I have the honor to enclose a copy of a telegram from the Hon. Sec. of War and to call your attention to the portion which says “Explanation is wanted from the Provost Marshal why there was no report made to this Dept. of the case.” In reply I desire to state that had there been the slightest grounds for suspicion that Thomas committed suicide on account of any connection he had with the assassins of our late President and others I would have reported it at once. As it was I did not allow the circumstances to pass unnoticed. On the contrary I read of it in the newspapers and spoke of it to several parties but such was the character of the man that no one suggested or even suspected him in any connected with Booth and his confederates. Thomas was boarding at the Howard House, was in excellent circumstances, had a good business, was a man of very quiet demeanor, but of late had been drinking whiskey to very great excess and to this the cause of his suicide seemed to be universally attributed. Had I known that Thomas had ever boarded in the same house with Payne, I should at once suspected him of being an accomplice of that individual but as it was I had no grounds for suspicion and I concluded as the public did, that whiskey had driven him to the rash act. Trusting that this explanation will prove entirely satisfactory to the Hon. Secretary, I have the honor to be Very Respectfully

Your Obt Servt

John Wooley

Lieut. Col. and Pro. Marshal

(3:289–90)

“W” 458 (JAO) 1865

Woolley, Col. John

Letterhead: Headquarters, Middle Department, 8th Army Corps, Office

Provost Marshal, Baltimore, May 26th 1865

Col. H. S. Burnett

Judge Advocate

Washington

I have the honor to state that Mrs. Branson & her daughters Mary A. & Maggie were arrested on April 28th by order of the Sec. of War on charge of complicity with Payne & others charged with assassinating the President of the United States.

From that day to the 23rd inst., they have been under guard at their house. On that day they received summons to appear as witnesses before the Mil. Commission in Washington. The summons were signed by you & Major Wiegel A. P. M. permitted the ladies to go to Washington without a guard, or in other words they were released to enable them to obey the summons. I do not consider this as exactly regular and will feel obliged to you for an order covering their release for the purpose stated. Will you inform me if it is intended they shall be kept under guard or are they fully released? I will also add that the summons were not transmitted through this office, and I am not aware of the source from which they were received. As Major Wiegel is not here I will thank you for an early reply that I may make up my record while the transaction is yet fresh. I have the honor to be Very Respectfully

Your obt. Servt.

John Woolley

Lt. Col & Pro. Mar.

(3:609–10)

“W” 553 (JAO) 1865

Woolley, John

Letterhead: Office U. S. Military Telegraph, War Department,

The following telegram received at Washington 11 AM, April 24, from Camden

Station, Baltimore, Md.

Col. John A. Foster.

J. W. Wharton is under arrest in Washington. He is perfectly innocent. He took Arnold out of pure charity. Can anything be done for him. He will not run away if paroled.

John Woolley

Lt. Col. & PM

(3:1044–56)

“W” 675 (JAO) 1865

John Woolley

Letterhead: Headquarters, Middle Department, 8th Army Corps, Office

Provost Marshal

Baltimore, April 26, 1865

Col. John A. Foster

Judge Advocate

In compliance with your telegram I have the honor to forward in charge of Officer M. Machin prisoner D. A. Parr.1

I also send you three maps, the best I can find after an extended search.

Very Respectfully

John Woolley

Lt. Col. & Pro. Mar.



1 David Preston Parr owned a china shop in Baltimore that served as a Confederate safe house and mail drop.

“W” 675 (JAO) 1865

Telegram

Endorsement on back: The within is the original message sent Mch. 14th 65

John Happ, clerk

Letterhead: American Telegraph Company etc. 145 Broadway, N. Y.

To D. Preston Parr, 210 West Baltimore Street, Baltimore Maryland

Immediately telegraph if my friend2 is disengaged and can see me this evening in Washington.

Harrison Surratt

541 H. St. Bet 6 & 7th St.3



2 Surratt’s “friend” is Lewis Powell.

3 Address of Mary Surratt’s Washington boardinghouse.

“W” 675 (JAO) 1865

Telegram (repeated on April 25, 1865 original sent March 14, 1865)

Letterhead The American Telegraph Company

Offices 432 Pennsylvania Av., U. S. Capitol, and Willard’s, The Metropolitan and National Hotels, Washington DC

To: Harrison Surratt

541 H Street

bet. 6 & 7 St.

She will be over in the six P.M. train.1

Parr

Repeated Copy



1 “She” was Lewis Powell. He arrived in Washington on the evening of the day the telegram was sent, March 14.

“W” 675 (JAO) 1865

Mr. J. H. Surratt

Dr. Sir,

If you can obtain the information required by my friend Mr. Green you will confer a favor on myself and other friends of ours. You may thoroughly rely on

Mr. G. etc.

Your Truly Parker

April 2, 1865

All news is exceedingly bad and I suppose you are as we all are here very gloomy. Our friend Charles Henry can give all the information wanted by Mr. G. I think.

T.

“W” 675 (JAO) 1865

James Gifford

Letterhead: The American Telegraph Company

Repeated telegram

Dated Alexandria, April 9, 2004

To: James Gifford, Ford’s Theater

All right, tell Bell to be here Saturday if possible.

Jos. Parker

“W” 675 (JAO) 1865

Col J. A. Foster

Judge Advocate

Sir

I here still suffering very much from illness and would like to have an examination and think it will be satisfactory to you can I not get it.

Most Respectfully

D. Preston Parr

Friday Morning April 28th

“W” 675 (JAO) 1865

Woolley

Letterhead: Office US Military Telegraph, War Department

The following telegram received at Washington 1020 PM Apl 25, 1865 From

Balt. Md. Apr. 25

Col. J. A. Foster

David Preston Parr is in the china and glassware business. I will send you the maps early in the morning.

John Woolley

Col & Pro. Mar.

“W” 675 (JAO) 1865

Copy of telegram sent to Col. J. Woolley

April 26th 1865

Will you send Parr to these Head Quarters

Respectfully,

(sgd) John A. Foster

Col. & J. A.

(3:1057–58)

“W” 676 (JAO) 1865

Woolley, John

Letterhead: Office US Military Telegraph, War Department

The following telegram received at Washington 1045 AM Apl 26

From Balt. Md. Apl 26

J. A. Foster

JA.

Parr had a son in the rebel army.1 He is considered a secessionist.

John Woolley

Lt. Col. & PM



1 Parr’s son was a prisoner of war in the Union prison camp at Point Lookout, Maryland.

(3:1063–64)

“W” 678 (JAO) 1865

Woolley Relative to Young

Letterhead: Office US Military Telegraph, War Department

The following telegram received at Washington 930 PM April 26th

From Baltimore, April 26th 1865

H. S. Olcott

Col. Etc.

J. L. Young is not at Maltby House. A man named J. F. Young has lodging and breakfast there but left his morning. He hailed from Massachusetts. Don’t know which way he went.

John Woolley

Lt. Col. & Pro. Mar.


	LIEUTENANT SAMUEL WOOLRIDGE	(3:786–87)


“W” 605 (JAO) 1865

Wooldridge, S. C.

Soldier’s Rest, C.C.

April 22nd 1865

Col. T. Ingraham

Pro. Mar. Gen.

Def. North of Potomac

Sir,

I have the honor herewith to forward to your office Mrs. John Donivan, a prisoner for using the following treasonable and abusive language towards our late and lamented President. Viz. the damned President is dead, It’s a good thing. I’m glad of it. The President the damned nigger father, now what will you do and similar language tauntingly.1

I am very respectfully

Your obt. Servt

Samuel. Wooldridge, 2nd Lt.

Co. C. 18th Regt. VRC

Witnesses Nathan Thompson



1 Large numbers of people were arrested and held indefinitely for using any language disparaging of President Lincoln. So inflamed were passions over Lincoln’s death that there were incidents of killings based solely on obscene references to Lincoln.

(3:788)

“W” 605 (JAO) 1865

Nathan Thompson, residing at 16th Street, two doors from L, states that he has known Mrs. John Donivan two years. She lives next door to him. Has heard her talking about the President and cursing him since his murder. She said “You niggers, now your father is dead, damn you, what are you going to do?” This morning she said that the damn niggers had got above themselves now; that the President we had now would put them all to right; was cursing the President all the morning.


	PARDON WORSLEY	(6:475–79)


“W” R.B. (JAO) P101

Worsley, Pardon

Pardon Worsley, residing at the corner of G and 13th Streets, Washington being first duly sworn, deposes and says:

On the 18th of April, 1865, at eleven o’clock A.M. I started in company with a man named Edwin Williams, from Washington, and drove to Mechanicsville, Maryland, in a buggy. We took the 7th street road to Mechanicsville, then turned off and went over Sandy Springs, Howard County, crossed Smiles’s Bridge and stopped at the house of a man named Gerard Hopkins, who lives about two miles beyond Smiles’s Bridge, on a farm called Billy Adams’ old place. The distance is twenty-four miles from Washington. I found Mr. Hopkins there, and told him I was looking for Booth, the murderer of the President. He told me that two men were seen in his barn on Saturday last, by his little girl, about 14 years old, who went to the barn to get some eggs. She saw one of the men concealed in a feedbox and when she opened it, he came out and frightened her by his savage appearance. I did not see the little girl, but showed the photograph of Booth to the members of the family, who stated that it corresponded with her description of the man she saw in the feedbox. On Saturday afternoon there were four men seen in the woods in the vicinity of Hopkin’s place by the Negroes on the place.

Hopkins was absent in Baltimore on Saturday, and got home about twelve o’clock at night and put up his horse in the barn; on Sunday night this horse of Hopkins was stolen from his stable and carried off. During Sunday, these men were seen by Negroes in the vicinity. He started after them Monday morning and followed them to Crowstown and Mechanicsville, when he went back and sent his brother ^kept^ on in pursuit toward Sugarloaf Mountain. Mr. Nickerson who lives near Crowstown, was awakened about one o’clock ^Monday morning^ by two men who had lost their road and inquired the way to a place in the direction of Monocacy. A dog belonging to Nickerson was shot at by one of the men. This statement in relation to Nickerson I obtained from Hopkins. Hopkins’ brother has gone off in pursuit of the horse towards the Monocacy. When this horse was taken from Hopkins, another, broken down, was left in the road, and was picked up by a Negro belonging to Dr. Hardy; This horse was yesterday seized by Cavalry. I was told that he did not appear to be a city horse, but a farmer’s horse. We tracked the men in the barnyard, and the tracks of one of them were small, with nicely pointed heels. Hopkins told me that some of his neighbors saw two men in the woods on Sunday, and they concealed their faces.

(3:781–83)

“W” 603 (JAO) 1865

Report of Pardon Worsley

April 25th 1865

Pardon Worsley reports that this morning, (April 25th) he started with Edward Williams, Daniel Collins, William M. Nicholson, & Joseph Nicholson, and went to Prospect Hill. There they found J. W. P. Cornwell, at the Fort at that place. He was there, claiming two horses, which had been taken from Trammell’s place, as his own. The authorities there were making arrangements to deliver the horses he claimed over to him. They asked him at what time he was in Washington. He said that he came into Washington a few days before the murder of the President, & left Washington on the same evening of the murder. We went down to Trammell’s place and Cornwell’s wife told us that the horses belonged to the farm. Cornwell had told us that “Lucky” Davis had not been there; but his wife said that he had been there but a few days before and was present at a party at their house. Cornwell had a pass to Langley, but we found him several miles beyond the lines. The Provost Marshal said he had given no pass to Lucky Davis and yet we ascertained that he had been out there. We learn he is in Georgetown now, and are desirous of taking him. Cornwell is a well-known secessionist. Expressing his sympathies with the south several times very vehemently. He is said to be one of Mosby’s men. Is a very doubtful character; was very much frightened when we took him, & told several contradicting stories.


	JOSEPH S. WORTHINGTON	(6:311–13)


“W” R.B. (JAO) P83 1865

Washington April 24th 1865

Joseph S. Worthington

Joseph S. Worthington says:

I think John Surratt has hair between straw light and sandy, a little more sandy than auburn. I don’t know the color of his eyes, but it is rather a dead eye, hard to take in a photograph. It is rather heavy; has high cheekbones; sunken jaws; rather a sharp chin with very slight goatee, and that a little lighter than sandy. Is rather broad shouldered, stands well; but is very hollow-chested. When he walks, he neither turns his foot out nor is he pigeon-toed, but walks with his feet straight and a good deal on his heal, and walks rather quick when on business., using his arms a good deal. I should think him about 24. Missicks, who keeps a stable at the corner of C and 6th Sts, told me that a man named Wm. Norton had been with Surratt over at Murphy’s stables and hired a horse & buggy several times to go down in the country with together. Was told that Norton was a man who has been dealing in stolen horses, to use Missicks expression. He also deals in bones & soap grease, & has an establishment at a place called Fredericksburg; a Negro encampment down on the island.


	GEORGE W. WORTMAN	(7:455–62)


F-88

Statement of Wortman, July 7, 1865

I George W. Wortman of lawful age on oath depose & say that; I was born in Bangor in the State of Maine; that I am twenty-four years of age. When a boy I went to Manchester New Hampshire where I worked in the printing office of my brother. From Manchester I went to Portsmouth, New Hampshire where I joined the Navy and served for two years & eight months on board the US vessel called the Constellation. Then I came to Charlestown Navy Yard & left the Navy; was discharged & went to work in Boston as a barber; at which trade I worked in various places in Boston until Nov. 1863, when I enlisted in the 56th Massachusetts Regiment as a private in Company B. I was with my regiment until I was sent to the hospital at Alexandria Virginia to recover from wounds I had received March 24th AD 1865. I was transferred to Emery General Hospital at Washington DC April 26th 1865. I had an operation performed which confined me to my bed for about four weeks. After I got nearly well from the operation I was knocking around the Navy Yard at Washington. I was in the habit of going into the billiard rooms & barrooms in that vicinity & used frequently to go into the Minerva House. On the 16th of June AD 1865, I met a man whose name I do not know, but whom I had often seen. He went by the name of Bill. He was a man about five feet ten inches high, light complexion, red moustache which had been dyed as you could see by the color being partly worn off near the skin; large blue eyes—very large; had on at this time light checked pants, a dark Kossuth hat and a dark English sack coat. I should judge he would weigh about 140 or 150 lbs. When he laughed or spoke he showed his teeth very prominently and one of the teeth on the upper jaw on the left side was gone. On this 16th day of June, between ten and eleven in the morning, I was standing in the door of the Minerva House. This man beckoned me to come one side, away from a crowd of soldiers etc. who were round the door. After I got away from the crowd, he asked me if I was not sick of this damned nigger government. I told him I did not know what he meant. Why, said he, you can do a damn sight better than getting sixteen dollars a month. I told him I didn’t know what he wanted me to do. He said you are a soldier and you have good reasons for being down on them. I asked him what I could do to better myself. Why, said he, look to the G—d D—d things that have been commanding you. There’s Halleck & Stanton have done more to save Richmond from being taken than any damned Rebel General in the world. Well said I, what have they got to do with the army now? Said he, You will damn soon find out that Johnson is a damn sight worse than any of them and the whole damn crowd of them ought to go to hell together. Said I, “I aint, you’re talking damn loud.” Said he, are you willing to go into it? I asked him then several times what he meant. Said he, we are going to have a meeting at Oddfellows Hall, and if you will come there you will find out. Says he, will you come? I asked him when the meeting was going to be held; said he, on the 26th night of June. I told him I would; then we had a general talk for a few moments & then he took a revolver from his breast pocket & gave it to me. It was a small sized pocket revolver with three barrels. When he gave it to me he said I might want to use it. In a few moments after he took it back again saying he would give it to me ^again^ that evening. In a few moments he passed it back to me again & told me to keep it as he might lose it. At this stage of the conversation a man who keeps a billiard saloon & who goes by the name of “Big John” passed in by us striking him on the shoulder saying “Bill will you have a drink?” He left me and went to the bar with this man, he had some conversation with the man and then turning round he pointed to me. I still stood in the doorway. Big John then sung out for me to come in & have a drink. I went in and drank a glass of soda. Big John then went out & we went back to where we were before.

Very soon after this we parted, he requesting me to meet him there that night at seven o’clock. During the day I lost the pistol, before I returned to the Hospital. I think it dropped from my pocket whilst I was laying on the grass listening to a band playing.

I went back to the place at seven o’clock that evening and the man was not there. I waited until eight o’clock and he did not come so I went away. I have never seen him since that time.

Whilst I was waiting to get a final settlement with the government for any pay I stopped with Mrs. Phillips on the corner of M Street & South Carolina Avenue.

I told her daughter a girl of fifteen or sixteen what had passed between me & this man & Mrs. Phillips and her daughter both begged me to return home to Boston and have nothing to do with these men as they might get me into trouble and acting upon their advice, I did so. I live in Boston at No. 187 4th Street, In Ward 12. I am married, I have no children.

Geo. W. Wortman

Mass District

Boston July 7th 1865

Then personally appeared the above named Geo. W. Wortman and made oath that the foregoing statement & affidavit by him signed was true.

Before me

Henry L. Hallett

US Commiss.

Mass. Dist.


	E. D. WRAY	(4:32)


E. D. Wray1

Witnessed the murder at Ford’s theater. He sat on the second row directly at Mr. Stewart’s right. Saw Booth leap to the stage and knew him. His hat fell off his head. Witness sprang on the stage and followed him. Narrates the story very similarly to the relation of the affair given by other witnesses.



1 Wray witnessed the shooting from his seat in the dress circle. He was one of three men who actually ran after Booth in an attempt to catch him after he dropped to the stage. In chasing after Booth, Wray picked up Booth’s hat from the stage.

(2:865–66)

“E” 252 (JAO) 1865

Wray, E. D.

Surgeon Generals Office

Washington, DC April 29, 1865

Colonel,

I being the person who picked the hat of J. Wilkes Booth from the stage of Ford’s theater on the night of the assassination, I would respectfully request that when all the hearing in the case is over, that I may be allowed to retain the hat as a relic, being that I was the one who got it and placed it in the hands of Supt. of Police where my name can be found upon the records at the Headquarters.

If there is to be any disposition made of the hat, other than its retention by the War Department, I hope my request may be granted. If you will have the kindness to reply to my inquiry, You will confer a favor Very Respectfully,

Your Obt Servant

E. D. Wray

S. G. O.

(3:1041–43)

“W” 674 (JAO) 1865

Wray, E. D.

Letterhead: Surgeon General’s Office, Washington City, DC April 22, 1865

Sir,

On the 14th of April, I witnessed the performance at Ford’s Theater, having taken a seat on the second row directly to Mr. Stewart’s right. I saw J. W. Booth when he was leaping from the box, and knew it to be him at the time. In his fall his hat fell from his head. Mr. Stewart sprang upon the stage, immediately followed Mr. Knox of the Quartermaster General’s office, and I was the 3rd person upon the stage and secured the murderers hat, which I placed at the headquarters of the Metropolitan Police Head Quarters. If I can be of any service bringing the culprit to justice, I am at your service.

Very Respectfully

Your obt. Servant

E. D. Wray

Not knowing your address, I cannot call in person.

Col. Welles, Washington DC or Alexandria Va.


	GEORGE WREN	(4:12–13)


“B” Evd. B. (JAO) P2 1865

Memorandum of evidence against J. Wilkes Booth

Says that he is an actor and has been engaged as prompter at Grover’s theater. Knows Booth very well. In the early part of the war he met him on Broadway and Booth informed him that he had just come from Montgomery AL. Expressed himself very strongly Southern. Witness is very certain that he it is a very prominent man in the Order known as the Knights of the Golden Circle. Says that he went to Harper’s Ferry with the Second Regiment of Blues at the hanging of John Brown, and was the only civilian at that time who was permitted to go. At that time witness informed him that he was going into the Northern service. When Booth informed him that he should enter the Southern. Witness did not see him during the three years that he was serving in our army: on his return home in October ’64, he met him in New York in a green Room. On Thursday the day before the assassination, Booth came into Grover’s theater & asked them if they were going to illuminate on the next evening; and if so whether he would not invite President Lincoln there. He said that if illumination was the order of the day it would give him a good chance as he had some coal oil to dispose of. He was asked when he was going to Richmond again and he replied that he should never go there again.

(6:491–96)

“W” R.B. (JAO) P102 1865

19th April 1865

Wren, George

George Wren states as follows:

Am an actor; engaged as prompter at Grover’s theater. I know Booth very well. First got acquainted with him in Richmond just before the Harper’s Ferry invasion; that season. From that time I was engaged as stage director to Miss Laura Keene in New York. I afterwards went into the service. Before going into the service, I met Booth on Broadway in New York, at which time he had just come from Montgomery Alabama, and expressed himself as very strongly Southern. He stated that at that time in case of a rupture he did not doubt but what the south would gain what they were fighting for. There is no question in my mind that he is a Knight of the Golden Circle and a very prominent man in it, because he went to Harper’s Ferry with the second detachment of Richmond Blues when no civilians were allowed to go, & he was very well acquainted with the leading men of Richmond.

At that time we had a little spat. It was just before the Fort Sumter affair, I believe. I told him I was going into the Northern service in case of trouble, and I understood him to say as much as that he should go into the Southern service. The next time I saw him was at Grover’s Theater. I left the service Oct. 14th, 1864 & came here on or about the 20th. I saw him a week or two after that. I was seated in the Green Room, but when he came in he shook hands with me kindly. His manner had always before been constrained.

He has been absent minded; different from what he used to be. Instead of having a great many comrades about with him he always been alone. I have never seen anybody with him with the exception of Clay Ford.1 I saw him, I think, twice with him. The only man who acknowledges to have been with him is an out and out secessionist; Billy Barron, with our company, a Boston man. When any disloyal conversation occurred at our theater behind the scenes I would stop it, being a sort of lieutenant. Barron was the first man at the house of Booth’s mistress on Ohio Avenue after the murder occurred. Her name I believe is Ella Star. Do not think Barron is implicated. There is a man at Niblo’s Garden by the name of Jim Conyan who was an intimate friend of Booth’s. He is no better than a secessionist. Is at Niblo’s, I believe. He is a Baltimore man; we got along well together.

Do not know much of Clay Ford. On Thursday afternoon Booth came into Grover’s back office and asked if they were going to illuminate that or the next night, and if he was going to invite President Lincoln. He said that if illuminations were the order of the day ^it^ he would give him a good chance, as he had some coal oil to dispose of. We had some further general conversation. Mr. Hays asked him, I think, “John, when are you going to Richmond again?” He says, “I never shall go to Richmond again, I never shall go to Richmond again.” Repeating the declaration. Mr. Clay Ford I think asked him nearly the same question & he answered in the same words, repeating as before. It occurred to me that the reason he did not design to go again was that it would be disagreeable to him to witness the subjugation of the rebellion.

I reside at 449 K Street.



1 “Clay Ford” is Harry Clay Ford, treasurer at Ford’s Theatre and younger brother of John T. Ford.


	JOHN B. WRIGHT1	(2:793–95)


“E” 232 (JAO) 1865

Evidence, Wright, J. B.

Washington DC

May 4th ’65

Col. H. L. Burnett

Sir,

I am desirous of returning to my home with my wife. My residence being at Brighton Massachusetts, four miles from the city of Boston.

I have thought it my duty to report myself to you before leaving.

Very respectfully

Your Obedient servant

J.B.Wright



1 Wright was the stage manager for Ford’s Theatre.


	J. WYNE	(3:1068–72)


“W” 680 (JAO) 1865

E. J. Wyne, PM

PO Macomb, Ill.

May 15th 1865

Hon. E. M. Stanton

Sec. War

Sir, I forward the enclosed letter from Mr. Coats, PM at Blandinville for your inspection & consideration. I know Mr. Coats and am satisfied that what he states are facts.

Your obt. Servt.

J.E.Wyne, PM

Macomb Ill.

“W” 680 (JAO) 1865

Blandinville Ill. May 13, 1865

Mr. Wyne, There is an old copperhead in this place that has been a very prominent member of the KGC’s and he has a son that is the most insolent insulting copperhead in this town & when the news came that Lee had surrendered, the loyal citizens illuminatated their houses & called on Capt. Brink for a speech. There was quite a crowd gathered around & they had quite a good time rejoicing over the cheering news & young McCartney (that’s the name) was heard to say, never mind, they may rejoice now but wait till after the 15th & you will see what kind of a time they will have, now don’t you think that that young rascal ought to be arrested & be made to tell what he meant by that expression? The loyal citizens here all think old McCartney knew at that time of the plot to assassinate our President. His (McCartney’s) name has figured largely in the papers as a prominent officer in the Knights of the Golden Circle. Now if you think it would be best to have the scamps attended to just name it to the proper authorities & if they will call on me I will point out the parties. I have the names of 3 or 4 persons that heard him say it.

Yours Respectfully

S. Coats, PM
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Yansen, Augustus, MD.

To: Hon. E. M. Stanton Secretary of War

Sir,

I do not know that it is worthwhile of informing you of it, but the idea strikes me & I cannot get rid of the thought that the villain Herold is the same man who escaped from Erie County jail some 20 months since. He styled himself Dr. Herold, & was living here with a certain Mrs. Lauel, a notorious abortionist.

As I was at that time physician to said jail, I could easily recognize him. I think Booth was playing here in the same time. As these suggestions may lead to some other development bearing on the history of these individuals, I thought it my duty to give this information and subscribe myself Respectfully yours

Augustus Yansen MD

Buffalo, NY, May 5th 1865
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Yates, H. Hamilton

Frederick, April 17th 1865

My Dear Gilman,

Your good long letter was received with much pleasure. You say you have been away but you do not say where you have been. Write and tell me. Shortly after I wrote to you, I came over to Washington; remained at the Soldier Rest1 a day and took the cars for Baltimore. It was late when we got there. We were locked up in the slave pen for safekeeping. It seemed to me I that I keep going from bad to worse and I thought that before I got back I should be handcuffed. It is really disgraceful the way convalescents are guarded in this way to their Regt. We were sent the next morning up to Fort Federal Hill Camp Distributions. I was there a week then another squad was made up to Harper’s Ferry and we were sent there. I remain there two days and would you believe it I got the very orders then that should have been given to me at New York. Well, never mind, I arrived safe here and really after all the inconveniences I cannot say I regret have made such an extended tour. Judge of my surprise on my arrival here to learn that all the time I have been away from the company I have been reported as a deserter. My accounts have been sent in and my name dropped from the rolls. Now you see they cannot prove my desertion as I was in N.Y. Hospital and was mustered there. Well I do not care; I have nothing to do as they cannot put me on duty till this matter is settled. Perhaps I shall have to wait a month. I have a pass and go and come as I please. My face is good here so I do not feel very uncomfortable, and then something else has happened that I think would make me happy under any circumstance [illegible] my voice has partially come back, it is weak yet but gets stronger every day. I cannot sing as yet but hope to when my voice gets stronger. What terrible news, I should like to have been in Washington. Why were you not on hand. There was such a chance for another Frank Brownell.2 Still if I were to repeat some remarks I heard made in New York in Feb., the man would be arrested right off. I went back to the hospital and told the boys that Lincoln would be assassinated on his inaugural day and now it has happened. This strictly confidential. It really frightens me to think how near I came to committing myself. My time is out the 27th of August. Say old man, can you not come up here to see me before you go to N. Y. Enclosed is a photograph. Return the comp soon. Write soon.

My love to all

Yours truly

A. Hamilton Yates

____ _____ _____[illegible]



1 The army established a rest facility in the Mount Vernon Cane Factory next to the Baltimore & Ohio train station to provide hot meals and coffee for troops passing into and out of Washington. The “Rest” was capable of feeding eight hundred men at a time and up to ten thousand in a single day. By 1862 barracks had been set up to house soldiers on a temporary basis. Confederate prisoners were also cared for when passing through the city.

2 The Union soldier who avenged the death of Colonel Elmer Ellsworth who was shot by James Jackson, hotelkeeper, after Ellsworth hauled down a Confederate flag that flew atop Jackson’s hotel in Alexandria, Virginia. Brownell gained fame as “Ellsworth’s Avenger.”
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Youngs, Mrs. E.

Mr. President

I have a letter which accidentally fell into my possession from St. Louis, which I think would be of importance to both you and our country. I would like a few moments interview with you as soon as possible.

Mrs. E. Youngs

Mine tear aunt,

It is with a sigh that I take my plume within a grasp grown nerveless by a sorrow which though I myself say it is a never ending joy to my existence.

The balmy breezes of springtime bear upon their fleeting bosom no traces of other and lovelier days! Alas that we who grew up like the stately oak should fall like its acorn and e’en like an acorn cup be buried in the cold ground. We must all give up some time or another, life and I among the number would now take my leave of you grieving for myself alone your forgiveness—for though I bear the sceptre, I cannot, nay must not, wear the crown. The tyrant who usurps our ____ must lie low. I can at length utter though only in your ear, the dream now ripened into certain irresistable action, for the martyrs of earth shall be rewarded hereafter—aye—Bonum moriatum adieu

Jude Elliotte

I can make it a felo de se to the cheated millions—I write as you perceive under great excitement, and what wonder that I hear my heart pulsating when ere long another through my means shall cease to beat. aye—that is my answer aye. bide your time now, be brave. When one hundred thousand deaths have been sacrificed to preserve the life of our goddess, shall the vilest fellow who ever lived as the arch fiend’s elected still survive, when his death would be her life? Courage—courage still and wait. The ides of March shall come to these States before the month is here. But caution, be Harpocrates himself until you have the signal. We are progressing bravely and all is well. My heart is steeled, my soul knows no master save a will that cannot die, and a calmness that no future anguish—no thought can shake is mine.

[Editor’s note: The original document is missing the ending, which starts with “as the arch fiend’s elected.” This piece of the document was apparently misfiled with the papers found in J. W. Booth’s hotel room (2:383–84).]
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Figure 17. Original “Jude Elliotte” letter, found in Abraham Lincoln’s desk after his assassination.



[image: ]


	G. I. YOUNG	(2:55)


“Y” 29 (JAO) 1865

G. I. Young

Washington City

April 22nd, 1865

Hon. E. M. Stanton

Secretary of War

Sir,

In the hurry and confusion consequent upon the assassination of the President at Ford’s Theater, Mr. Emerson,1 one of the actors on the stage at the time, left a portion of his wardrobe in the building, and I have the honor to respectfully request that he may be granted a pass to recover the same.

From personal acquaintance I believe him to be a truly loyal man.

Very Respectfully

Your obt. Servt

G. I. Young



1 Actor E. A. Emerson, who played the part of Lord Dundreary in Our American Cousin.
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Cincinnati O.

April 20, 1865

Hon. E. M. Stanton

My Dear Sir,

Deeming it the duty of every loyal man to give what information he can that will in any way aid to identify the villain Booth who is charged with murdering our late beloved President, I desire to contribute my share although it is but small. I have known him well for several years, and have attended on him while sick at the Burnett House in this city. About one year ago last month. If I remember right he has several scars on his arms & body and one either on the side of his head or on the forehead at the edge of the hair, all of which he has told me, he received in stage fights, except one, which I believe is on his arm which I think he said a “lady” made. I also think and am pretty sure that he has the initials J. W. B. in India ink on one of his hands near the thumb.2 Although I have known him as well & would recognize him anywhere, I never charged my memory with the above marks, for little did I ever think that a man who had been a friend of mine would commit the most outrageous crime on record. Nothing but a sense of duty to God, my country & the memory of one mourned by the nation has prompted me to write you. I should have done so before but since the dreadful occurrences I have been as dumbfounded & heartsick. I have not until this late hours recalled to memory the items in this letter. With a hearty wish that the renegade and all his accomplices may very soon be brought to justice, I remain in sorrow Your obedient servant H. C. Young

69 & 71 Main St.



2 Booth, as a young boy, had tattooed the initials “JWB” in India ink on his left hand between the thumb and forefinger. The tattoo served as an identifying mark, along with other physical evidence, in proving that the man killed at the Garrett farm was John Wilkes Booth.
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Baltimore, April 2nd 1865

Dear Friend John,

I have been so devilishly unfortunate as to be drafted the other day and very scarce of funds just at present (having been put to considerable expenses by the death of a brother-in-law in Washington and the consequent necessities of his widow and children) I avail myself of old intimacy to ask if you will be willing to play “Richard” for my benefit at Front Street theater on Saturday afternoon next, provided I can get the Theater.1 I spoke to Kunkel last night and he will give me an answer tomorrow. Necessity only, John, induces me to make this request. Mary wishes to be particularly remembered. I trust you will favor me with an early reply and oblige yours, as ever, in friendship.

J. H. Young



1 Booth did not perform the benefit for Young. Booth’s last performance was on March 18, 1865, in a benefit for John McCullough.
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Young, James

City Counsel Room

Balt., June 12 1865

It having been brought to notice that a young man formerly of Chicago Ill. is or has been stopping at the Eutaw House. After further inquiring I found his name to be M. Vogel or Vogler, the same has been concerned in the assassination affair of our late President is also about some new plot.

Therefore I, the President of the Balt. City Counsel do herewith take this method of notifying you to take measures against the same.

Your humble Servant,

James Young

N.B. There is also another concerned with the name of L. Strauss on Balt St.

They hold their meetings at J. Steibel, corner Jefferson & Aisque St.

To: The Hon. E. M. Stanton Sec. of War


	REVEREND N. D. YOUNG	(3:98–99)
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Young, N. D.

Hon. Secretary of War I am a Catholic priest, one of the pastors of St. Dominic’s church in this city. I wish to obtain your permission to visit the unfortunate Lloyd, confined as prisoner in the Old Capitol. His sister in law, Mrs. Offutt, visited him today, she by the request of Lloyd, has consistently desired me to visit him, for the purpose only of having such spiritual assistance as a minister of the Catholic Church it may be in my power to render him. Please, Mr. Secretary, grant me this permission.1

Most respectfully,

N. D. Young2

St. Dominic’s

Island May 12th, ’65



1 John M. Lloyd’s need for a priest changed overnight. On May 13 he passed from a defendant to a prosecution witness testifying against Mary Surratt (PW, Poore I:115, 137, Pitman 85, 87).

2 Father Young appeared as a witness in defense of Mary Surratt’s character (DW, Poore II:221, Pitman 136).
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President of the United States Endorsement: Executive Office, Washington DC May 5, Respectfully referred to Judge Advocate Burnett, R. D. Mussey Reading, May 3rd 1865

Dear Sir

A man by the name of Muthhart, a notorious copperhead, one of those who was arrested and tried at Philadelphia; J. Glancy Jones defended him, nothing definite could be proved on him, but he belonged to the Knights of the “Golden Circle.” On a Democratic parade through the streets of this city previous to the late general election, this same Muthhart, and a man Chidal of this place, rode at the head of the procession; each of the two mentioned individuals bearing a pole with a bronzed copperhead sticking on the top in derision because they were not found guilty.

Here comes now what I want to inform you of; Muthhart went into a cabinet shop some time last winter. One of the workmen was working with a large screw, when M. remarked to this man something like this, “If I had old Lincoln’s hart in that screw, I would screw it to H__l.” Another workman in the shop heard him make the remark, and repeat the same to him. This man was a good Union man, and was much hurt on hearing the remark. I believe if the proper persons were put on the alert, that enough information could be gathered to implicate Muthhart and some others in the murder of our noble hearted Lincoln. We have a bad nest of traitors in this county, and my earnest wish is to have them brought to justice; any information that I can give I will furnish cheerfully.

I remain Your obedient servant, Peter Zieber

To President Johnston, Washington D.C.

I can assure you Mr. President, that you have warm friends and admirers in this treasonable nest of Berks County,1 but at the same time we are surrounded with those who would blow your brains out if they could do it in the dark. You may say they know no better, I say such men should not be suffered to live, at least not in the U. States of America. I seek no office, I keep a small grocery store, I write this on my own hook, but speak the minds of many good people. Peter Zieber 1 Berks County is located in the southeastern part of Pennsylvania west of Philadelphia.
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Zimmerman, H. F.

Washington, May 11th Col. Burnett

Col., Yours of yesterday came to hand, informing me that Mrs. Surratt desired to see me to consult about obtaining counsel for her. I desire to say that my acquaintance with Mrs. Surratt is but a store acquaintance, our family never visited each other and I therefore decline having anything to do in the matter.1

Very Resp,

H. T. Zimmerman 1 Mary Surratt procured the legal services of Maryland Democratic senator Reverdy Johnson, Frederick Aiken, and John W. Clampitt.
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Bursted, A. J.

Burtle, Mr.

Burton, Mr.

Bushman, Mr. (John Sleickman) Butler, Andrew J.

Butler, Benjamin F., Gen.

Butler, Geo. W.

Butler, Henry

Butler, W.

Butts, Mr.

Byrne, William Byrnes, James

Cadwalader, Geo., Maj. Gen.

Cady, Charles E.

Caffry, Elizabeth M.

Cage, Thos.

Caisson, Steamship

Calahoula, Steamship

Calcross, F. L.

Calder, Wm.

Caldwell, John L.

Caldwell, Mr.

Calhoun, John

California

Callahan, Mr.

Callan, John Q.

Calumet Co., WI

Calvert, Thomas

Calvert County

Calwin, James

Camb, G. W.

Cambridge, OH

Camden Station

Camden, NJ

Cameron, Gen.

Cameron, John (Dick)

Cameron, Mr.

Cameron, Simon

Cameron, Stephen F.

Cameron Petroleum Co.

Camilla

Camp, Barry

Camp, Cadwalader

Camp, Capt.

Camp, Chase

Camp, Douglas

Camp, Harker

Camp, near City Point

Camp, Parole

Camp, Pioneer

Camp, Stoneman

Camp Dennison Hospital

Campbell, J. A.

Campbell, James

Campbell, Robert Anson

Campbell, Robert P.

Campbell, William B.

Campbell Hospital

Canada

Canandaigua, NY

Canen, Lt.

Canning, Mathew W.

Canning, Mrs.

Cannon, Kate

Canoup

Canter, Truman

Canter, Mr.

Canterbury Hall

Cantril, Mr.

Cape, Eli

Cape Sable, FL

Capwell, Willard

Carey, Joel

Carland, Louis J.

Carlinger, Berry A.

Carlisle, Beverly M.

Carlisle, Fred.

Carlisle, James M.

Carlisle, John S.

Carlisle, Thomas

Carlisle, IL

Carlisle, PA

Carmen, John M.

Carmichael, Thomas H.

Carolina, S.

Caroline Co.

Carrall, W. A. D.

Carrington, Mr.

Carroll, Gen.

Carroll, W. H.

Carroll, Charles

Carroll Prison

Carskaden, John R.

Carter, Hosea B.

Carter, John F.

Cartter, David R., Judge Carty, Jimmy

Caslett, Mr.

Casling, M. G.

Cass, Senator

Cass House

Cassidy, Philip

Cassil, James

Casteel, Geo. W.

Castle Thunder

Castleman, Capt.

Castleman, J. B., Maj.

Castor, Jacob

Caswell, Charles W.

Catawba, AL

Cater, Ben

Catlett, Charles W.

Catonsville, MD

Cattauraugus Co., NY

Cavanaugh, Lt.

Cavanaugh, Thomas

Caywood, Charles H., Lt.

Cazerau, A. R.

Ceaps, David

Cecil Co., MD

Cedar Creek, WI

Celestino, John

Celstine, D. Joao M.

Central City, CO

Central Hotel

Cerron, Mr.

Chamberland, C. L., Capt Chamberlayne, Lewis W.

Chamberlin, B. B.

Chamberlin, Brim

Chambersburg, PA

Champion, Steamboat

Chancellor, Steamship

Chancellorsville

Chandler, E.

Chapel Point, MD

Chapin, Erastus M.

Chapin, Mr.

Chapman, Col.

Chapman, Norman

Chapman, Thomas H.

Chapman, Thomas S.

Charles City

Charles Co., MD

Charles St.

Charles St. Theater

Charleston, MS

Charleston, SC

Charleston, VA

Charlestown, SC

Charlestown, VA

Charlotte & Columbia RR

Charlotte Hall, MD

Charlotte, NC

Charlotte, VA

Charlottesburg

Charlottesville, VA

Chase, S. P.

Chase, Wm. H.

Chauncey, William A.

Chautauqua Co., NY

Chauveau, Mr.

Cheatem, John

Chelny, Edward

Chelsey, Edward

Cherbourg, France

Cherry Tree Township, PA Chesapeake, Ship

Chester, A.

Chester, Charles

Chester, Samuel Knapp

Chester Co., PA

Chestnut St. Theater

Chew, John J.

Chicago Conspiracy

Chicago Trials

Chicago, IL

Chickamauga

Chidal, Mr.

Childs, Wm. L.

Chilton, WI

Chipman, N. P., Col.

Chissen, Thomas

Chopin, Judge

Chrisman, Mr.

Christie, G. L.

Chubb, Lewis I.

Church, Charley

Church St.

Cincinnati, OH

Cindad De Santa Fe, Argentina Cipher letter

Ciscoe, Mr.

City Hotel

City of Madison, Steamship City Point, VA

Claimwell, MI

Clampitt, J. W.

Clancy, M. A.

Clapp, S. Otis

Clapper, Francis

Clapper’s Mills, MD

Clapsaddle, Geo.

Clara

Clark, Asia

Clark, Capt.

Clark, Charles J.

Clark, Daniel

Clark, E. A. J., Mrs.

Clark, Eugene B.

Clark, Henry A.

Clark, J. B.

Clark, John

Clark, John Sleeper

Clark, Joseph N.

Clark, Judge

Clark, Maj.

Clark, Mr.

Clark, Mrs.

Clark, Thomas L.

Clarke, F. N., Capt.

Clarke, Peter, Jr.

Clarke, Robert, Capt.

Clarksburg, WV

Clarkson, J. G.

Clarkson, John S.

Clarkstown

Clarksville, MD

Clarksville, TN

Clarrett, M., Miss

Clarvoe, John, Det.

Clay, Clement C.

Clay, H. L., Col.

Clay, V. C. (Mrs. Clement C.) Clayton, J. E.

Cleary, W. W.

Clegg, Henry

Clegg, Mathew, Lt.

Clements Bay

Clemons, Alexander

Clemons, Mrs.

Clendenin, David R., Lt. Col.

Clermont Co., OH

Cleveland, OH

Clifford, Franklin

Clifton House

Clifton, Can.

Cline, J., Mr.

Clinton, H. V.

Clinton, IL

Cloughley, Alfred

Cluttenden, W. J.

Clyde, Steamship

Cnomelian, R.

Coale, J. E.

Coats, S.

Cobb, Howell

Cobb, Silas

Cobb’s Neck

Coburn, Jonathan

Cochran, F. S.

Cochran, W. F.

Cockerill, David H., Lt.

Cockerill, Lt.

Cohen family

Cohollow, AL

Colan, Mr.

Colby, N. T., Col.

Cold Spring, Battle of

Coldazer, D. V.

Cole, Capt.

Coleman, Ann

Coleman, Moses

Coleman, Mr.

Colfax, Schuyler

Collard, Geo. F.

Collens, Jennie

Collinbeck, Mr.

Collins, Charles M.

Collins, Daniel

Collins, G. T.

Collins, see McFarland, Collins & Co.

Colorado

Columbia College

Columbia, SC

Columbia, TN

Columbus, GA

Columbus, KY

Columbus, OH

Colvin, James

Colwell, Mr.

Colyer, Vincent, Col.

Comer, Maj.

Comstock, Cyrus, Brig. Gen.

Concord, NH

Concord Station, PA

Condon, R.

Confederate Documents

Conger, E. J., Col.

Conkling, R.

Connars, John

Connellsville, PA

Conness, J., Sen.

Connoly, Mrs.

Connors, John

Conover, Sandford

Conroy, Patrick

Constellation, U.S.

Continental Hotel

Conubia, Ship

Converse, A. B.

Converse, Mr.

Conwell, Mr.

Conyan, Jim

Cook, A.

Cook, Benjamin Booth

Cook, Brig. Gen.

Cook, George

Cook, J. W.

Cook, M.

Cook, Mary

Cook, Mrs.

Cook, Wm. A.

Cooke, Bates

Cooke, Joshua, Rev.

Coombe, Jas. G., Dr.

Coon, Charles E.

Cooper, Mr.

Cooper, Robert H., Sgt.

Cooper, Samuel, Gen.

Cooper Firearms Co.

Corbett, Boston

Cornelius, Phillip

Corning, Nathaniel

Cornwell, J. W. P.

Cornwell, J. W. P., Mrs.

Cornwell, Mr.

Corry, PA

Corse, Gen.

Corse, Mrs. R. E.

Cortia, M. F.

Costello, Ned

Coth, Capt.

Cottingham, George

Courtney, Mr.

Covington, KY

Covode, Jacob

Cowen, Joseph

Cowlam, Charles

Cowley, Mr.

Cox, Daniel J.

Cox, John Bellangee

Cox, Samuel

Arrest of

Descriptions of

Evidence against

Cox, W.

Cox, Walter S.

Coxe, R. E., Mrs.

Coxe, Robert E.

Coyer, Peter

Cracklintown, MD

Craft, Mrs.

Crampsey, John T.

Crampton, Mr.

Crampton, S. L.

Crandal, Edward H.

Crane, Charles H.

Crane, Cudwil

Crangle, Nicholas B.

Craven, Com.

Crawford, A. M. S.

Crawford, Lt.

Crawford Co., PA

Crawford Co., WI Creo, A. B., Capt.

Crepps, Mr.

Creswell, Col.

Creswell, J. A.

Criss, Ned

Crook, Wm. R.

Crookhaven, Eng

Cross, Capt.

Cross, Henry

Cross, Miss

Cross, Richard

Cross, Robert

Crosscreek Village, PA

Crowley, John

Crowley, Robert R.

Crowley, Samuel P.

Crowninshield, Wm. Wallach Crowstown

Cruly, R. R., Capt.

Crystal Springs

Culver Brooks Co.

Cumberland, MD

Cummings, J. W.

Cunnard Steamer

Cunningham’s Tavern

Cupples, Henry H.

Curran, Francis

Currier, Simon P., Lt.

Curtain, David

Curtain, Gov.

Curtin, J. C. Knight

Curtis, Charles

Curtis, Gen.

Cushing, Lt.

Cushman, Miss

Custer

Cuthbert, GA

Cuthberton, Capt.

Cutler, Mr.

Cutterman, Charles

Cuwker, L.

Cuyahoga Co., OH

Dabney, V., Capt.

Dahlgren, Uric, Col.

Dalton

Daly, James

Dana, Charles A.

Dana, David, Lt.

Dangel, Joseph

Dangerfield, Henry

Danham, Mrs.

Daniel, John M.

Daniels, John O.

Daniels, W. W.

Danville, VA

Darlington, J. L.

Darly & Ragans Liquor Store Darnell, Mr.

Darsey, L. Edward

Dashiels, J. H., Rev.

Datchet, Mrs.

Daum, William

Davenport, Edmond & Co.

Davenport, J., Jr.

Davey, Thomas W.

Davidson, J.

Davidson, Mr.

Davidson, Samuel

Davis, Alerius (Electus) Davis, Ben

Davis, Capt.

Davis, Dr.

Davis, family

Davis, Garrett

Davis, George

Davis, H. Winter

Davis, Jefferson

cipher Letter

concerning Assas.

concerning St. Albans

Davis, John

Davis, John F.

Davis, Joseph E.

Davis, Lt.

Davis, Lucky

Davis, Mr.

Davis, Mrs.

Davis, Peregrine

Davis, Thomas

Davis, Varina

Davis Cavalry

Dawson, Charles

Dawson, Mrs.

Day, Amos

Day, Bradley

Day, E.

Day, Mrs.

Dayton, E. A.

Dayton, OH

De Beust, Wm.

De Figaniere

De Haes Janvier, Francis Deahl, A. H.

Dean, Appalonia

Debarre, Ben

DeBarre, Blanche

DeBarre, Clementina

Deboney, Mr.

Debos, Gen.

Debow, Jas H.

Decker, E. W.

Decker, Miss

Deems, Jas. M.

DeGraw, F. S. S.

Degroot, Wm.

Degroot & Peck

Delarue, Mr.

Delaware City

Demopolis, AL

DeMotte, W. H.

Dempsey, John W., Lt.

Dempsey, M. Y.

Denney, Joseph

Dennison, David

Dennison, Gov.

Dent, George

Dent, Houghton

Derby

Derickson, David V., Capt.

Deser, Officer

Detamon, Saml. P.

Detroit, MI

Deuel, Charles

Deuel, Edward P.

Develin, Mary

Develin, Mr.

Deveney, John

Devlin, B.

Devlin, Joshua T.

Devlin, Mr.

Devoe, Ely, Det.

Dewees, Thomas B., Lt.

Dewers, Mr.

Dewey, Thomas B.

Dewey, Thomas W.

Dewitt, D. P., Col.

Deworn, Wm.

DeWyvle, Mr.

Diagram of Coal oil lands Diagram of Ford’s Theater Diagram of pistol

Dickenson, Daniel S.

Dickerson, John S.

Dickey, Charles

Diggs, C. Daniel

Dillingham, Mr.

Diltus, Edw.

Dix, John A., Gen.

Dix, Mr.

Dixon, Cornelius

Dixon, Daniel James

Dixon, John

Dodd, H. H.

Dodge, Gen.

Dodge, Oliver

Dodge, R. S., Lt. Col.

Doherty, Edward P., Lt.

Dold, Thomas

Donaldson, Mr.

Donaldson, Wm. B.

Donelson, Mr.

Donivan, John, Mrs.

Donlan, Mr.

Donnell, Wm. M.

Doolittle, L. A.

Doolman, John C., Capt

Doran, Edward

Dorrance, D.

Dorrance, Wm.

Dorsey, J. Cummings

Dorsey’s Stables

Doster, William E.

Doubleday, Maj. Gen.

Doubleday, S. Ward Dougherty, Barney

Dougherty, Father

Dougherty, Wm.

Douglass, H. K.

Douglass Hospital

Dourganua House

Dover, NH

Dow, Neal

Downey, Stephen W.

Downing, Jas. S.

Downing, John H.

Downing, Mr.

Doyle, George

Drainsville, VA

Drake, J. S., Dr.

Draper, Geo. D.

Draper, Geo. W.

Draper, S.

Dresden Resolution

Dresden, TN

Drew, Frank

Drew, G. F.

Drew, J. T., Capt

Drigg’s Piano Mfg.

Drummond, G. B.

Drummond, John

Dry Tortugas

Drysdale, Jas.

Duavall, George

Dubant’s Restaurant

Dubois, Samuel

Dubreul, Rev. Mr.

Duffey, J.

Dugan, Mrs.

Dumas, Jas. A.

Dumbarton, N. H.

Dumil & Co.

Dunbar, Alvin B.

Dunbar, William H.

Duncan, Gen.

Duncan, James F.

Duncan, Julia A., Mrs.

Duncan, Mr.

Duncan, Thomas, Col.

Dunham, Charles (Conover) Dunkirk, NY

Dunn, Alphonso

Dunn, George H.

Dunn, Thomas

Dunn, W. McKee, Gen.

Dunn, William E.

Dunning, Charles

Durry, George

Durst, H. C.

Dutihart, Thomas

Duvall, Mrs.

Dye, Jos. M., Sgt.

Dyer, Horatio

Dyer, Louis

Dyer, R. Daniel

Dyott, John

Earl’s Hotel

Early, Barney

Early, Benjamin

Early, Jubal, Gen.

Early, Leonard H., Capt

Easter’s, H. & Co.

Eastman, J. D.

Eastwood, D. J.

Eaton, C. J.

Eaton, Chas. B.

Eaton, Hosea, Capt.

Eaton, William H.

Ebbitt House

Eckert, Thomas, Maj.

Eckman, Danl. M.

Eckton, Mr.

Edelin, Baker

Edelin, Ben

Edelin, James

Edelin, Walter

Edmonds, C. L.

Edmonds, J. M.

Edmonds, P. M.

Edson, H. G.

Edwards, Geo. F.

Edwards, Rev.

Edwards Ferry

Egerton, Ada D., Mrs.

Egerton, John P.

Eichhorst, Fred

Ekin, James, Gen.

Eldridge, C. A.

Elizabeth, WV

Elk Creek

Elk River Elkton, MD

Ellangowas, MD

Ellicott Mills, MD

Elliotte, Jude

Ellis, see Tiffany, Young & Ellis Ellis, Thos.

Ellsler, John

Ellsworth, Elmer

Ellsworth, Mr.

Elmira, NY

Emack, Mr.

Emerson, Mr.

Emery General Hospital

Emma Jane

Emmons, H. H.

Emory, Mrs.

England

Erie County, PA

Essex, John T.

Essex, VA

Estelle, Miss

Etheridge, Emerson

Etta

Eustice, Mr.

Eutaw House

Evans, Gen.

Evans, J. H.

Evans, Nathaniel W.

Evans, W. R.

Evansville, IN

Everett, John

Everett, L. T., Sgt.

Everett, Mr.

Ewell, Gen.

Ewell’s Corp.

Ewing, Thomas

Ewing Place

Exchange Hotel

Exeter, NH

Fairfax, VA

Fanny, Miss

Farewell, Gov.

Farmer, Isaac W.

Farnshaw, Alice King

Farr, Jno. B.

Farrar, Stedman B.

Farrell, Francis

Farrell, Robert, Lt.

Farrell’s Store

Farugut, Adm.

Faulkner, William H.

Fauquier Co., VA

Fawn Grove, PA

Fayette Co., PA

Fayette St.

Felchbury, MA

Fell, Joseph

Fendall, Marbury

Fendall, Townsed D.

Fenstermacha, Mr.

Fenton, Gen.

Ferguson, Edward

Ferguson, Jas. P.

Ferguson, Jas. T.

Ferguson’s, see Peninsula House Ferrol, Spain

Fessendon, Mr.

Fetter, Jacob T.

Ficklin, Benjamin F.

Filmore, Pres.

Finn, Tommy

Finney, Mr.

Fisher, A. L.

Fisher, E.

Fisher, Edward C.

Fisher, John Page

Fisher, Mr.

Fisher’s Landing

Fitzgerald, C.

Fitzhugh, J. W.

Fitzpatrick, A. E.

Fitzpatrick, Honora (Nora) Fitzpatrick, James

Flaherty, Mr.

Fleming, Robert

Flenders, S. C.

Fletcher, Col.

Fletcher, John

Fletcher, Joseph

Fletcher, Mr.

Fletcher Bros.

Fleury, James

Florence, PA

Florence, SC

Floyd, Gov.

Flushing, OH

Flynn, Mr.

Folsom, F.

Folsom, Henry

Fon du Lac, MI

Forbes, Charles

Forbes, Mrs.

Ford, Colin, Maj.

Ford, H. Clay

Ford, James R.

Ford, John T.

Ford, Mr.

Ford, Richard. S.

Forde, Robert S.

Ford’s Theater

Forney, C. C.

Forrest, Edwin

Forrest Queen, Steamship Fort, Baker

Fort, Bunker Hill

Fort, Caswell

Fort, Delaware

Fort, Donelson

Fort, Ethan Allen

Fort, Federal Hill

Fort, Fisher

Fort, Hatteras

Fort, Jefferson

Fort, Lafayette

Fort, Lyons

Fort, Marshall

Fort, McHenry

Fort, Meigs

Fort, Monroe

Fort, Pillow

Fort, Sumter

Fort, Thayer

Fort, Wagner

Fort, Warren

Fort, Washington

Fortress Monroe

Foster, Gabriel A.

Foster, J. Heron, Capt

Foster, John A., Col.

Foster, John G., Gen.

Foster, Lew

Foster, Mathew

Foster, Mr.

Foster, Robert S., Gen.

Foster, Sgt.

Fowler, Wm.

Fox, Harrison

Fox, Tillie

Fox, William

France, Capt.

France

Frank, David

Frankfort, Ger.

Franklin, Mr.

Franklin, S. D., Capt.

Franklin Co., PA

Franklin House

Franklin, PA

Frares, Marry

Frazer, Edward

Frazer, John

Frazier, see Frazer Frederick, MD

Fredericksburg, VA

Free, L.

Freeborn, USS

Freedman’s Village

Freemont stock

Fremont, Gen.

French, George

French, James

French, John

French, William

French’s Store

Frink, H. A., Col.

Fritz, Amon

Front Street Theater

Frost, Henry A.

Fry, Edward

Frye, James B.

Fulkerson, Abe

Fuller, John

Fuller Farm Oil Co.

Fuller Ham & Sheppard Fullerlove, Thos.

Fullerton, A. E.

Fullerton, Alex.

Fulton, Steamer

Fulton, Wm. A.

Gabriel, William

Gaddy, Jos. T.

Gainer, Miss

Gaither, James

Gaither, John

Gaither, Wm. B.

Gaithersburg, MD

Gale, G. W.

Gallahan, Samuel

Galland, W.

Galloups Island

Galloway, Samuel

Galt, Can.

Galveston, TX

Galvin, Mr.

Gammell, see Gemmill Gangeiver, A. M.

Gansevoort, Col.

Gant, John

Garatson, Lt.

Gardiner, A. W.

Gardiner, Benjamin A.

Gardiner, George, Sr.

Gardiner, Mary

Gardiner, Misses

Gardiner, Polk

Gardiner, Squire

Gardiner, Thomas L.

Gardner, see Gardiner Garfield, J. A.

Garner, Daniel

Garner, Mr.

Garnett, Squire

Garrett, John M.

Garrett, Richard

Garrett, Wm. A.

Garrett, Wm. H.

Garrett’s Farm

Gautier’s Restaurant

Gavacan, Simon

Gay, S. H.

Gayne’s House

Geary, James

Geddes, Mr.

Gee, Maj.

Gelp, Capt.

Gemmill, Z. W., Sgt.

Genbough, Andrew

George W. Reynolds, Steamship Georgetown

Georgetown Univ.

Germantown, MD

Gettysburg, PA

Gettysville, MD

Gibbons, Rev.

Gibbs, Thos.

Gibson, P.

Gifford, James J.

Gilbert, Benj. T.

Gilbert, Eliza

Gilbert, G. W.

Gilbert, J. J.

Gilbert, Mr.

Gilbert & Ormes Temperance Dining Room Gildner, Mr.

Giles, George W., Gen.

Giles, J. Bevins

Giles, John

Giles, William C.

Gill, Ike

Gill, J. M. Bishop

Gillen, Michael

Gillespie, Hannah M.

Gillmon, Mr.

Gilman, Mr.

Gilmore, Gen.

Gilmore, H., Maj.

Gilmore, Harry

Gilmore, James R.

Girard House

Given, W. W.

Givens, Samuel

Gleason, Danl. H. L.

Glenn, John

Glenn, W. W.

Glenville, OH

Glenwood Cemetery

Goddard, Henry

Goddard, John

Goddard, Lawson

Goddard, Richard

Gold Hill, NV

Golding’s Store

Goldsborough

Goldsmith, Wm.

Gonzalez, M., Rev.

Good Hope Hill

Good Hope, MD

Goodend, Wit

Goodenow, John

Goodman, H. H.

Goodrich, Tom

Goodrich, Wash

Gordon, Clinton

Gordon, Gen.

Gordonsville, VA

Gorgas, Adam, Col.

Gorman, Edward

Gorman, Mary

Gormly, Chas. W.

Gorton, Edward

Goshen, NY

Gosnell, George

Gottesh, M.

Gould, John

Gould & Ward

Gouldman, Izora

Gouldman’s Star Hotel

Gourlay, Thomas C.

Gourley, Susan

Grace, Mrs.

Graham, Amanda, Mrs.

Graham, Harvey

Graham, Julius

Graham, Mr.

Graham, William

Grand Haven

Grand Traverse

Granger, Mr.

Grant, John, Mrs.

Grant, U. S., Gen.

Gratiot Street Prison

Gravatt, Daniel, Capt.

Graves, W. D.

Gray, George S., Lt.

Gray, Mr.

Gray, Notley

Greek note

Greeley, Horace

Green, Amelia Ann

Green, Barney

Green, Ben

Green, Duff

Green, Mr.

Green, Mrs. Thomas (Naomi) Green, Thomas

Greenawalt, John

Greensburg, OH

Greentree House

Greenville, TN

Gregory, Capt.

Gregory, Lewis

Grenfell, G. St. Leger, Col.

Griffen, Mrs.

Griffen, P. W.

Griffen, Walter P.

Griffith, J. D.

Grillet, George

Grillo, Scipio

Grimes, Michael

Grosh, A. B.

Grossl, Ludwit

Grover, Leonard

Grover, Maj. Gen.

Grover’s Theater

Guntley, Mr.

Gurley, W. H. F.

Gustine, Warren

Guthrie, J. M.

Guthrie, Sue

Guthries, Mr.

Gutman, Anthony

Gwynn, see also Queen, Quinn Gwynn, Bennett F.

Gwynn, F. B.

Gwynn, H. John

Gwynn, Q. Ben

Gwynn, Samuel, Capt.

Gwynn, Wm., Jr.

Hagan, William E.

Hagar, E. W., Rev.

Hagerstown, MD

Haggerty, M. Justice

Haines, Eugene T.

Haist, Dennis

Haiti

Haldeman, R. J.

Hale, E.

Hale, John Parker, Sen.

Hale, Lucie Lambert

Halifax, Barque

Halifax, Nova Scotia

Hall, Brig. Gen.

Hall, Cordelia

Hall, Jane

Hall, John A., Dr.

Hall, Josephine

Hall, Mary

Hall, Mr.

Hall, Sgt.

Hall, Thomas A.

Hall, William

Halleck, H. W., Maj. Gen.

Haller, Granville O., Maj.

Hallett, Henry L.

Hallowell, Albert

Hallowell, Jenny

Hallstead, M.

Halting, William

Ham, see Fuller, Ham & Shepard Hambleton, Thomas E.

Hamburg

Hamilton, A. J., Gov.

Hamilton, C. H., Capt.

Hamilton, C. S., Capt.

Hamilton, Charles

Hamilton, John C.

Hamilton, Mr.

Hamilton Hotel

Hamilton, Ont.

Hamm, James

Hamm, Susannah

Hammett & Co.

Hamos, Mr.

Hampshire, Wm.

Hampshire Co., WV

Hampton, Mr.

Hancock, Andrew

Hancock, W. L., Gen.

Hancock’s Corps

Haner, Horace

Haney, Adjt.

Hanke, Jacob C.

Hanna, James, Maj.

Hannah, Mr.

Hannars, J. B.

Hannibal, Steamboat

Hanon, S. R., Lt.

Hanover St.

Hanscombe, S. T.

Hanson, Ed Happ, John

Harbin, Thomas

Harbourn, Mr.

Hardee, Col.

Hardee, Gen.

Hardee, J. A., Maj.

Hardee’s Infantry Tactics Hardenburgh, Col.

Hardie, James A.

Harding, Mr.

Hardin’s Division

Hardy, Dr.

Hardy, Mr.

Hardy, Wm.

Hardy, John F.

Harewood Hospital

Harford Co., MD

Harlan, Mr.

Harlan, Sen.

Harman, Abram

Harmon, Hiram

Harmony, see Frank Abells Harold, see Herold Harp, James

Harper, Albert M.

Harper, John

Harper’s Ferry

Harriet Deford, Steamship Harris, Clara

Harris, Dr.

Harris, Mr.

Harris, Robert

Harris, Sen.

Harris, T. M., Gen.

Harrisburg, PA

Harrison, Burton M.

Harrison, Fannie

Harrison, Hiram

Harrison, John

Harrison, John (alias)

Harrison, Mollie A.

Harrison, Mr.

Harrison Landing

Harrisonburg

Harrold, John B., Capt.

Harrover, H. C.

Harry, George

Hart, May

Hart, Mr.

Hart, Mrs.

Hart, O. H., Col.

Hartenstun, G.

Hartford, CT

Hartman, E. R.

Hartranft, G. Y., Maj. Gen.

Hartrode, J. K., Col.

Hartshorne, Col.

Hartzell, James

Harvey, Arthur W.

Harvey & Brown

Harvin, William

Harwood, L. B.

Haskell, Peter, Dr.

Haskins, Daniel

Haswell, Charles H.

Hatch, Mr.

Hatcher, Mr.

Hatten, C. Joseph

Haumer, Mr.

Hauptmann, Gerhard

Haurand, August

Havana, Cuba

Havre de Grace, MD

Havre, France

Hawk, Harry (Wm. Henry)

Hawkins, Daniel

Hawkins, Lt.

Hawkins, Mr.

Hawkins Zouaves

Haxall, Bowley

Hayden, Junius, Maj.

Hayes, Dr.

Hayes, Joseph, Gen.

Hayes, L. H., Mrs.

Hayes, Molli

Hayman, S. B., Maj.

Headley, Lt.

Heim, Charles

Heim, Mrs.

Heiskel, H. Peter

Heissler, Joseph

Helena, AK

Helleryan, William

Hell’s Landing, MD

Helm, Chas.

Helm, Emily Todd

Helm, Mrs.

Helm, Wm.

Helviller, N.

Hendell Drug Store

Henderson, J. B., Lt.

Henderson House

Henderson, KY

Hendrick, Mr.

Hendrickson, Col.

Henny, Miss

Henricks, Oscar, Capt.

Henry, Charles

Henry, Joseph, Prof.

Henry, Mac, Col.

Henry, Mayor

Henry, Michael

Henshaw, J. L.

Henson, (alias of Herold) Henson, Ed

Hernando

Herndon House

Herndon’s Express

Herold, David E.

arrest of

description of

Evidence against

movements of

sentence of

statement of

Herold, Dr.

Herold, Elizabeth Jane

Herold, Mary Alice

Herold, Mr.

Herold, Mrs.

Herold, Robert C.

Herold, C. J.

Herrick, H. G., Capt.

Hess, C. D.

Hessenger, Mr.

Hewitt, Mr.

Heyde, Thos. C.

Hiawatha, Steamboat

Hibler, Daniel

Hibler, Henry

Hibnar, Chas.

Hickey, W.

Hickman, Jane

Hicks, Gen.

Higdon, John

Higginson, Henry C.

Hileman, M., Sgt.

Hill, A. P.

Hill, B. H., Lt. Col.

Hill, B. Joseph

Hill, Britton A.

Hill, Gen.

Hill, Joseph

Hill, Lizzie

Hill, Mr.

Hill, Mrs.

Hillerg, Dr.

Hilliard, Col. C. L.

Hilliard, Geo. S.

Hillman, Steamboat

Hill’s Landing

Hillsborough Co., NH

Hilton, Joe

Hilton Head, SC

Hines, J. T.

Hines, Katie C.

Hines, Thom., Capt.

Hinks, E. W., Gen.

Hinman, W. K.

Hinsler, Mr.

Hinter, Chas. R.

Hitchcock, Reuben

Hobbs, John

Hodge, A.

Hodges, Gov.

Hoffman, Col.

Hoffman, Mr. See also Hauptman Hoffman, W., Gen.

Holbrook, Officer

Holcombe, Beverly

Holcombe, T.

Holden, W. H.

Holder, Wm. H

Holiday Street Theater

Holland, J. C.

Holland, John

Holland, Joshua, Capt.

Holland, MI

Hollebaw, George

Holley, Thomas F.

Hollingshead, John S.

Hollingshead, Squire

Hollins St.

Holliston, Benj. H.

Holman, Mr.

Holmes, George

Holmes, Mr.

Holmes, Mrs.

Holmes, Wm.

Holohan, G. J.

Holohan, John T.

Holohan, Mrs. John T.

Holroyd, John

Holt, George H.

Holt, John Augur

Holt, Joseph, Gen.

Holt, William O.

Holten, C. A., Col.

Holz, Emma Francis Leil

Homestead Restaurant

Hood, Abner T.

Hood’s Mills

Hooker, Geo. H.

Hooker, Jos., Gen.

Hookstown, MD

Hooper, Mr.

Hooper, Stephen

Hoops, Mr.

Hootee, L. C., Dr.

Hopewell, NY

Hopkins, F.

Hopkins, Gerard

Hopkins, I. A.

Hopkins, I. A., Mrs.

Hopkins, J. A.

Hopkins, James

Hopkins, Jared

Hopkins, Wm. L.

Hopkinsville

Horey, A. P., Gen.

Horn, Wm. C.

Horner, E. J.

Horsehead, MD

Horsey, Stephan

Horton, Anne

Hosmer, A. A., Maj.

Hough, Oscar

Houghton, Mr.

House of Lords restaurant Houston, J. H.

Houston, TX

Hovey, A. P., Gen.

Hovey, Col.

Howard, Charles

Howard, Gen.

Howard, John

Howard, Mr.

Howard Co.

Howard Grove Hospital

Howard House

Howard’s Stable

Howe, Albion P., Gen.

Howe, H. E.

Howe, Mr.

Howell, A. S.

Howell, Mr.

Howell, Wm. T.

Howes, Mr.

Howland, Henry

Hoxie

Hoxton, M. Robert

Hoxton, W. W.

Hoyt, Col.

Hubbard, Thos., Capt.

Huckleberry, MD

Hudson, NJ

Hudspeth, Mary

Huger, Gen.

Huger, Mr.

Hughes, Judge

Hughes, T. John

Hughes, William C.

Hughesville

Hulton, Mr.

Humes, Mr.

Humison, Huston W.

Humiston, Willis

Humphrey, Clement P.

Humphreys, Maj. Gen.

Humphreys, Mayor

Hunt, Henry J.

Hunt, T. G.

Hunt & Goodwin’s Store Hunter, Charles R.

Hunter, Commodore

Hunter, David, Gen.

Hunter, Gen.

Hunter, George

Hunter, Maj.

Hunter, Martha, Mrs.

Hunter, Miss

Hunter, Mr.

Hunter, R. W.

Hunter, W.

Huntingville, Can.

Huntley, Miss

Huntoon, Gen.

Huntsville, AL

Hurmond & Storey

Huse, Johnny

Huston, George

Hutchins, George

Hutchinson, George B.

Hutton, Mr.

Hyams, Godfrey J.

Hyatt, J. T.

Idaho

Idiot Boy, The

Ile

Illinois

Imboden, Capt.

Imboden, Gen.

Imboden, Mr.

Imperial, Steamboat

Indian Head, MD

Indian Village

Indiana

Indiana Military Agency

Indianapolis

Ingraham, Col. T.

Inig, Mr.

Inlocs, Mr.

Inventory

Iowa

Ireland, Jonathan

Ireland, Wilberforce

Irish, Edgar W.

Irwin, William R.

Irwinville, GA

Iverson, Lt. Col.

Jack, John H.

Jack, Maj.

Jackson, James

Jackson, Mr.

Jackson, Obadiah, Jr.

Jackson, President

Jackson, Robt. V.

Jackson, Stonewall

Jackson, Susan Mahoney

Jackson, MS

Jamaica, NY

James, Daniel

James, Mr.

James, Mrs. Pembroke

James, Nathan

James, William P.

James K. Bell, Steamboat Jansen, Mr.

Jaquette, Israel

Jarboe, Alfred

Jarboe, Emile

Jarboe, George

Jarboe, Mr.

Jarboe, Wm. A.

Jarrett, L.

Jarvis Hospital

Jasper, Mr.

Jeems, Mr.

Jeffard, Pres.

Jefferies, John

Jeffers, M. T.

Jefferson, Thos.

Jeffs, Thos.

Jenkins, Alfred

Jenkins, Archibald

Jenkins, George

Jenkins, John

Jenkins, John Z.

Jenkins, Lt.

Jenkins, Mr.

Jenkins, Olivia

Jenkins, Wm.

Jenkins’ Cavalry Brig.

Jennings, H. C.

Jennings, Mr.

Jennings, Mrs.

Jermaine, Dr.

Jett, Willie

Jhenall, Lin. See Sherroll Jocelyn, Mr.

John, Cinch

Johnson, Andrew

concerning plot

letters to

method of notation

pardons Mudd

proclamations of

threats against

Johnson, Bradley

Johnson, C. P.

Johnson, Capt.

Johnson, Col.

Johnson, Edward, Gen.

Johnson, G. R.

Johnson, G. W. & Co.

Johnson, J., Maj.

Johnson, Mr.

Johnson, R. M.

Johnson, Reverdy

Johnson, Thomas

Johnson, Tony B.

Johnson, Wm. A.

Johnson Island

Johnston, Charles (Tomlinson) Johnston, John R.

Johnston, Joseph, Gen.

Joline, Chas. O.

Jollup, O. Patrick, Capt.

Jolly’s Restaurant

Jolnie, Maj.

Jones, H. Alex

Jones, Harlan

Jones, J. Glancy

Jones, M. M.

Jones, Mr.

Jones, R. R.

Jones, R. R., Mrs.

Jones, S. P.

Jones, Silas F.

Jones, Silas L.

Jones, Thomas

Jonesborough

Jordan, Gabriel

Jordon, Mr.

Jorgen, Mr.

Joseph’s, Mrs.

Joslin, C.

Jourdan, J.

Judd, Arthur

Judd, George

Justice

Kain, John

Kaldenbach, Andrew

Kalsburg

Kanawha Valley

Kane, Jim

Kane, Mar. George P.

Kane, Marshal, Mrs.

Kautz, August V., Gen.

Kaywood, Mr.

Kearney, John

Keene, Laura

Kell, S. D.

Keller, Mr.

Kelley, Mr.

Kelly, W. M.

Kelly, Wm. N.

Kemechs, Oscar, Capt.

Kendall, John

Kengin, C.

Kenly, John R., Gen.

Kennedy, Alias of Martin Kicheloe Kennedy, Dr.

Kennedy, John A.

Kennedy, Robert Cobb

Kennedy’s Grocery

Kennel, Robert

Kenney, Lt.

Kenny, Tom

Kensington Depot

Kent, Will. T.

Kentucky

Kenyon, Thomas

Kerin, Joseph, Lt.

Kerns, Francis

Kerr, J. B.

Kerr, Wesley

Key, Francis

Keyes Restaurant

Kicheloe, Martin

Kicheloe, Mr.

Kilpatrick, Judson, Gen.

Kimball, A. W.

Kimball, J. H.

Kimball, Mr.

Kimball, R. J.

Kimmel House

Kimmeman, Wm.

Kincheloe, Mr. (alias of Wood) Kinder, Robert

Kindig, Jacob

King, Albert, Dr.

King, Daniel

King, John

King, M. D.

King, Mr.

King George Co., VA

Kingsley, Mr.

Kingston

Kingston, NH

Kingston, NY

Kipp, James

Kirby, James

Kirby, Levi

Kirby, Mr.

Kirby, Wallace

Kirby, Walter S.

Kirby, Wm. Wallace

Kirk, Mr.

Kirke, Edmund

Kirke, Richard S.

Kirkwood House

Kislen, J. W.

Kittaning, PA

Klapper’s Mills, MD

Kloman’s Restaurant

Knapp, P. H.

Knapp, Porter

Knight, John B.

Knisley, Samuel

Knoll, Rev. Mr.

Knots, Frank C.

Knott, Henry

Knott, Joseph T.

Knott, Mary A.

Knott, Thomas

Know–Nothings

Knox, Mr.

Knox, Thomas

Knoxville, TN

Koch, Bernard

Kohnstanin, Salomon

Koontz, W. H. H.

Kopp, Julius

Kramer, George

Krebs, Harry

Kunkel, Fred

Kunkel, Mr.

Kunkle, Fred

Kyner, John

Labrie, E. N. D.

Lacey, Mr.

Lache, Theodore

Lachriel House

LaCrosse, WI

Lacy, Caroline V.

Lacy, T. E.

LaFarge House

Lafferty, James

Lafitte, Miss

Lake Elizabeth

Lake Erie

Lamar, A. R.

Lamb, G. W.

Lamb, James

Lambert, Colin

Lambert, John

Lancaster, Mr.

Lander, Gen.

Lane, D. M.

Lane, N. B.

Lane, W. B., Maj.

Lane, Wm.

Lanfair, Wm., Capt.

Langensalza, Prussia

Langhorne, Lt. Col.

Langhorne, M.

Langley, John

Langley, Wm. H.

Langly, Joseph

Lanham, B. O.

Lanham, R. H.

Lansing, H. F., Col.

Lapham, J. A.

Larche, Mr.

Laroche, Jeremiah

Lathrop, Geo. A.

Lathrop, Samuel P.

Latimore, Joe

Latouche, Mr.

Lauel, Mrs.

Laughlin, Dan.

Laurel Station

Lawless, Kerin

Lawley, F.

Lawrence, Henry

Lawrence, Judge

Lawrence, Morton J.

Lawrence, S. B., Lt. Col.

Lawrence Co., IL

Lawrence, MA

Lawson, Mr.

Layton, Judge

Leach, Mr.

Leahy, Hugh

Leale, Charles, Dr.

Leaman, James

Leaman, Somerset

Leary, Lt.

Leaton, S. P.

Lee, Chapman, Dr.

Lee, Charles

Lee, Dick

Lee, Edwin, Gen.

Lee, James H.

Lee, John

Lee, Robert E., Gen.

Lee, Rooney, Gen.

Lee, William H.

Lee Co., IL

Leech, R. A.

Leechburg

Leesburg

Leevinsvill

Leicester Place

Lemington, Marcus

Lemon, Somerset

Lemons, Mr.

Lemos, Mr.

Lennoxville

Leonard, David

Leonardtown, MD

Leonardtown Pike

Leonhardt, H.

Lersley, George

Letz, Charles

Levinson, Lt.

Levy, David Levy, Mr.

Lewin, John

Lewis, Molly

Lewis, Mr.

Lewis, William J.

Lewisburg, PA

Lewiston, NY

Lewistown, IL

Lexington, KY

Lexion

Libby Prison

Lichau, Mr.

Lichau House

Lieber, G. Norman, Lt. Col.

Liebrick, Thomas

Lincoln, Abraham

at Ford’s Theater

incidences

threats against

Lincoln, Mrs.

Lincoln, Tad

Lincoln, W. L. C.

Lincoln Barracks

Lincoln Hospital

Lindsay, Mr.

Lindsley, Ch. G., Sgt.

Lipscom, Martha

Listun, Mr.

Little, Columbus (Clum)

Little, Oscar

Liverpool, Eng.

Livingston, Oscar

Lloyd, Capt.

Lloyd, John M.

Lloyd, Joshua

Lloyd, Robert

Lloyd’s Hotel

Lochiel Hotel

Lockhaven, PA

Lockport Station, PA

Lockport, NY

Lockwood, Mr.

Lodwick, James

Loewenthal, J. & Co.

Logan, W. T.

Logan, Wm.

Lomax, Gen.

Lomax, Miss

Lombard, Thos.

London, Eng.

Long, Jacob

Long Branch, NJ

Long Island, NY

Long Old Fields, MD

Lonkey, Oliver

Loobey, Michael

Lothrop, Thornton K.

Lott, Michael

Loucks, Moses

Loudon Co., VA

Loughran, Daniel

Loughran, R.

Louisville, KY

Love, Geo. B.

Lovejoy Hotel

Lovell, Ch. L., Lt. Col.

Lovett, Alexander, Lt.

Lowe, Lum

Lowe, Mr.

Lowe, S. P.

Lowell, Ben

Lowell Run Gap

Lowellville, OH

Lucas, Mr.

Lucas, Wm.

Lucie

Luddington, Col.

Ludie

Ludlow, W. H., Col.

Ludwig, Perry

Lureman, Charles Lusby, Geo.

Lusby, Horatio

Lusby, James

Lusby, Lem

Lusby, Noah

Lusby, William H.

Lutz, Arnold John

Lutz, Francis A.

Lux, see Luz, Henry Luz, Henry

Lynchburg, VA

Lynn, Mrs.

Lyon, John

Lyons, H. J. & Co.

Lytle, Sgt. Maj.

Mabley, Joseph

Mace, Harriet

Macfarlin, Mr.

Machesney, R. C.

Machin, M.

Macklin, Frank

Macmillan, Major

Macombe, IL

Macon House

Macon Telegraph

Macon, GA

Maddox, James

Madge, O. D.

Madison, WI

Magraw, Mr.

Magrew, Jno. P., Capt.

Magruder, Charles

Magruder, J. H.

Maguire, C. B., Capt.

Maguire, J. C.

Mahoney, Father

Mahoney, Susan

Mahoning Co., OH

Main, Hiram P.

Majors, Minor

Mallory, Mr.

Malone, NY

Maltby House

Manassas, VA

Manchester Corporation

Manchester, NH

Manger, John

Mann, Hiram W.

Mann, J. L.

Manning, Thom.

maps

Marble Heart

Marbury, Fendall

Maries, L. W.

Markham’s Hotel

Marks, Henry E.

Marlboro, MD

Marlborough, MD

Marlow Creek

Marmaduke, Col.

Marsh, S., Major

Marshall, Mr.

Marshall, Wm. H.

Marston, Dr.

Martin, Col.

Martin, Edward L.

Martin, Henry

Martin, John

Martin, Julia

Martin, Luther A.

Martin, M. Edward

Martin, Mr.

Martin, Patrick Charles

Martin, Thom. H.

Martinsburg, VA

Mary, (colored girl)

Maryland Point

Mason, Amassa

Mason, Mr.

Massey, Dr.

Matamoras Mexico

Mathews, John

Mathews & Knowles

Mathias Point, VA

Matlock, Jeremiah G.

Matlock, Jeremiah T.

Matthews, Cadher

Matthews, E.

Matthews, J. M.

Matthews, John Mattson, Charles

Maughan, John

Maulsby, Phillip H.

Maury, Gen.

Maxwell, alias of Martin Maxwell, James

Maxwell, Mr.

May, Alexander

May, John Frederick

McAlear, Leonidas F.

McAlery, Samuel

McCann, Dan

McCartney, Mr.

McCauley, Col. Dan

McCawley, Benjamin F.

McClellan, George B.

McClennan, Mr.

McCloskey, Archbishop

McCollough, Mr.

McCollum, James Clark

McCollum, John

McCombs, James

McConish, James

McConnell, Col. H.L.

McConnell, Col. H.R.

McConvill, John

McCord, Jane

McCoy, Jas. A. (alias of McDevitt) McCulleck, Mr.

McCulloh, Mr.

McCullough, John

McCullough, Professor Richard S.

McCumber, John H.

McCun, John H.

McDevitt, Mr.

McDevitt, Officer James A.

McDonald, Augustus

McDonald, Benjamin A.

McDonald, E. E.

McDonald, Kate

McDonald, Mr.

McDonald, William Lawrence “Larry,”

McDonnell, James

McDonough, Mr.

McDougal’s store

McDowel, Mr.

McDowell, William

McElheney, Newell C.

McEntee, Col. J.

McGill, Bishop

McGilliway, Mr.

McGilloway, Mr.

McGilvary, Mr.

McGlaughlin, Thos

McGowan, Capt. Theodore

McGrath, A. G.

McGrath, John

McGregor, W. W.

McGruder, Gen.

McGruder, Miss

McGuire, C. F., Capt.

McGuire, J. C.

McGuire, Owen

McHenry, Mary

McHenry House, Meadville, PA McIntire, A. C.

McKay, Simeon J.

McKeever, Isaac

McKeon, William

McKinsey, Ada

McKirver, Isaac

McLaughlin, John

McLaughlin, Mr.

McMahon, Col.

McMickel, Cpl. Jas.

McMinn, William

McNoldy, Pat F.

McOmber, John H.

McPaul, Mr.

McPhail, J. L.

McPhail, William

McReynolds, A. J.

McVicker, J. H.

McVicker’s Theater

McWilliams, James

Meade, Gen.

Meadville, PA Mears, T. Y.

Mechanicsville, MD

Medley, James A.

Meek, John W.

Meeker, C. J.

Meikle, James

Mellack, C.

Mellack, E.

Melrode, MD

Memmert, F. S., Capt.

Memphis, TN

Menick, Richard T.

Menu, John B., Rev.

Merley, John

Merriam, C. S.

Merrick, Mr.

Merrill, C.

Merritt, J. B.

Merritt, Richard

Mertz, Mr.

Mertz, Mrs.

Messinger, Christopher Gustavus Metompkin Point

Metropolitan Hotel

Mettam, Sam

Mettee, Joseph S.

Metz, Hezekiah

Metz, Lucinda

Michael, Henry

Michael’s Restaurant

Michelpach, Hems

Michigan, Steamer

Middleburg

Middleson, Lemuel

Middleton, Chas. S.

Middleton, Edwin

Middleton, Mr.

Middleton’s Gate

Middletown, MD

Middletown, NY

Might, J. B.

Miles, Gen.

Miles, John

Miles, John Thomas

Miles, Wm., Capt.

Milford

Milford, VA

Millace, Louis

Millard, U. S. Marshall

Millen, GA

Miller, Chas

Miller, Denton

Miller, Francis M.

Miller, Franklin

Miller, George

Miller, Harriet A., Mrs.

Miller, Jacob

Miller, Mr.

Miller, N. H.

Miller, Thos.

Miller, Thos. J.

Miller, Warwick P.

Miller, Wm. H.

Miller, Wm. John

Miller, Andrew J.

Miller’s Hotel

Milligan, Lambden P.

Milligan, Robert

Milliken’s Bend

Millward, W. W.

Milroy, Gen.

Milton, Lt. Col.

Milwaukee, WI

Minersville, PA

Minerva House

Minn, Lt.

Minnesota

Minnesota City

Minot, A. N.

Miracle, Thom.

Missicks, Mr.

Mitchel, Gen.

Mitchel, H.

Mitchell, Anne

Mitchell, Eliza

Mitchell, H. I.

Mitchell, John

Mitchell, Maggie

Mitchell, Wm. C.

Mix, Charles E.

Mobile, AL

Moffett, Major

Mohl, Frederick

Mokele, Maj.

Moncke, Lord

Monocacy Junction

Monongahela, PA

Monroe, Frank

Monroe, Seaton

Monroe, Sgt.

Monroe Co., OH

Monroe, IA

Montauk, USS

Montez, Lola

Montgomery, Capt.

Montgomery, Frank R.

Montgomery, J. R.

Montgomery, Jim

Montgomery, Mr.

Montgomery, Richard

Montgomery St.

Montgomery, AL

Montgomery, Co.

Montpelier, VT

Montreal, Canada

Moore, Fred N.

Moore, George

Moore, Henry D.

Moore, Jim (Paine alias) Moore, Mr.

Moore, Sam

Moore, Wm.

Moore, Wilstach & Baldwin Moran, Mr.

Morehead City, NC

Morgan, C. H., Gen.

Morgan, Gerard E.

Morgan, James E., Dr.

Morgan, John

Morgan, John T., Maj.

Morgan, R. C.

Morgan, S. T.

Morgan, Wm. E.

Morgan, Wm. H., Col.

Morgan’s Guerilla’s

Morichez, NY

Morill, Lewis

Morley, J. A.

Morny, Duke de

Morrill, Lewis

Morris, B. S., Judge

Morris, D. W. C.

Morris, Gen.

Morris, John

Morris, Mr.

Morris, Mrs.

Morrison, John

Morrison, L. O.

Morrissey, James

Morrissey, Mr.

Morrow, R., Capt.

Morse, F. N.

Morse, Mr.

Morse, S. F. B.

Morton, Delose

Morton, Gov.

Morton, John

Morton, William H.

Morton Hotel

Mosby, Col. John Singleton Mosby, Lewis

Mosby, Mrs.

Mosby

Mosby’s Guerillas

Moses, A. J.

Moses Taylor, Steamship

Moulder, Mrs.

Mount, John F.

Mount Jackson

Mountain, C. W.

Mountchessington, Mrs.

Mower US Gen. Hospital

Mowrey, Robert G.

Mudd, Cecelia L.

Mudd, George D., Dr.

Mudd, Henry L. (father) Mudd, James

Mudd, Mary, Miss

Mudd, Mrs.

Mudd, Samuel Alexis, Dr.

arrest of

describes Booth

describes Herold

evidence against

hiding weapons

introduction to Booth

presidential pardon


purchase of one–eyed horse release from prison

sentence of

statements by

Muelhaunsen, Prussia

Muliken, Ben

Muliken, Francis

Muliken, John

Muliken, Wm.

Mullen, GA

Mulligan’s Shop

Mullin, Mr.

Mumford, Gen.

Mumford, Mr.

Mumford, W. E., Lt. CSA

Mumford, Wm. B.

Mumminer, Maj.

Munson, F. T.

Munson, T. B.

Murphy, D. F.

Murphy, Edward (Ned)

Murphy, Mr.

Murphy, Robert

Murphy, William W.

Murphy’s Stables

Murray, Charles

Murray, Charles, Col.

Murray, James L. Walker

Murray, Mary

Murray, Robert

Murry, Wm.

Murtry, Lizzie

Musgrove, Wm.

Mussey, R.

Muthart, Mr.

Muzzy, Helen

Myers, H. C., Maj.

Myers, John

Myers, Mr.

Myers, Oliver A.

Myres, G. L.

Mystic River, CT

Naill, Henry C.

Nailor, Mr.

Nailor’s Stable

Naines, Eugene T.

Nanjemoy Creek, MD

Nansemond, U.S.S.

Nash, James H.

Nashville, TN

Nassau, Bahamas

Nassau, NY

National Hotel

Navarro, Capt.

Neale, Charles

Neale, Robert, Dr.

Neil, Mr.

Nell, Miss

Nellie, Robert

Nelson, F. M.

Nelson, J. W.

Nelson, Mary Alice

Nelson, Mrs.

Nesbitt, Isaac

Neuve, Mr.

Neuville, A.

Nevada

Nevarro, Capt.

Nevins, Wm. R., Col.

New Albany, IN

New Bedford, MA

New Bern, NC

New Brighton, PA

New Brunswick, British ship New Brunswick, Ship

New Creek, WV

New England House

New Haven House

New Haven Journal

New Orleans, LA

New York Exelsior Bakery New York Hotel

New York RR

Newark, IA

Newark, NJ

Newburyport, MA

Newcombe, A. B.

Newman, L. P. D.

Newport, MD

Newport, RI

Newspapers

Albany Argus

American & Commercial Advertizer Beaver Dam Argus

Boston Courier

Chicago Tribune

Chronicle, The

Cincinnati Commercial

Cincinnati Gazette

Constitutional Advocate

Constitutional Union

Constitutional Union

Daily Chronicle

Daily National Republican Daily Transcript

Daily Wisconsin

Detroit Advertiser & Tribune Detroit Free Press

Evening Star

Evening Telegraph

Examiner

Gothaisches Tageblatt

Harper’s Weekly

Inquirer, The

LaCrosse Democrat

Macon Telegraph

Manchester Mirror

Montreal Gazette

National Intelligencer

New Haven Journal

New York Daily News

New York Herald

New York Post

New York Times

New York Tribune

Philadelphia Inquirer

Philadelphia Press

Pittsburgh Commercial

Pittsburgh Daily Commercial Pittsburgh Gazette

Punch Magazine

Richmond Examiner

Richmond Inquirer

Richmond Whig

Selma Dispatch

Spirit of the Times

Sun

True Presbyterian

Whig Press

Newton, Isaac

Newtown

Niagara Falls

Niblo’s Garden

Nicall, Judge

Nicholai, Mr.

Nichols, John R., Rev.

Nichols, W. A.

Nicholson, Joseph

Nicholson, Wm. M.

Nickerson

Nicol, William

Noff, Mr.

Nokes, George W.

Nolan, Geo.

Noonan, Mr.

Norfolk, VA

Norman, Wm. B., Lt.

Norris, C. G., Capt.

Norris, Chas. E., Capt.

Norris, J. A., Capt.

North, Col.

North Carolina North Conway, NH

North East, MD

North East, PA

Northern Central RR

Norton, Marcus P.

Norton, Wm.

Nothey, John Henry

Oak Hill Cemetary

Oakland Station

O’Beirne, James, Maj.

O’Brien, James

O’Brien, Mr.

O’Connor, Alex.

O’Connor, E.

O’Connor, Mr.

Ocoya, IL

O’Daniel, Frank

Odin, IL

O’Donahue, Mr.

O’Donnell, Columbus

O’Donnell, E. Louis

O’Donnell, John

Offutt, Mrs.

Ogden, Charles S.

Ogden, David S.

Ogden Hotel

Oglesby, R. J., Gov.

Ohio

Oil City, PA

Oil Creek

O’Laughlin, Michael

O’Laughlin, William

Olcott, H. S., Col.

Old Cambridge, MA

Old Capitol Prison

Old Federal Prison

Old Point Comfort, VA

Oldham, W. S.

Oleron

Olin, A. B., Justice

Olin, Wm.

Olive, IL

Oliver, Samuel

O’Loy, J. D.

O’Neil, Mr.

Ontario Bank

Orange Court House

Orange, NJ

Orcutt, David S.

Ord, F. C., Gen

Orme, George

Ormes, Deforest P.

Orr, James L.

Orr, William

Orrstown, PA

Osgood, J. S.

O’Sullivan, Jno. L.

Ottawa Co., MI

Ottawa Hotel

Ould, Gen.

Ould, Robert

Overall, John W.

Owen, Geo. Henry

Owens, Ab

Owens, Dennis

Owens, Edward, Col.

Owens, James

Owens, Mr.

Owens, Thomas Henry (James) Owner, James W.

Oxford Hall

Oxford, PA

Pabst, Andrew

Packer, Abijah

Padgett, Joseph H.

Padgett, Mr.

Padgett’s store

Page, Capt.

Page, Mr.

Pain, P. C. H.

Paine, H. E., Gen.

Paine, see also Payne Pallen, Montrose A.

Palmer, Edwin, Capt.

Palmer, Surgeon

Palmer’s Tavern

Palmerston, Lord

Panola

Papal Zouaves

Paris, France

Paris, KY

Parke, John G., Gen.

Parker, James

Parker, John

Parker, John H.

Parker, Joseph

Parker, Judge

Parker, Mr.

Parker, William

Parker House

Parkersburg, WV

Parkham, Albany

Parkhurst, Geo. A.

Parks, Mr.

Parks, Thomas

Parnell, Mr.

Parr, Ann

Parr, David Preston

Parsons, Edward

Parsons, H. S., Gen.

Parsons, Maj.

Patrick, Gen.

Patrick, Mr.

Patten, C. W.

Patterson, Duane

Patterson, James

Patterson, Mr.

Patterson, N. A.

Patterson Park Hospital

Patuxent City

Paughan, Edwin, Capt.

Payne, Andrew

Payne, Chas. G. H.

Payne, Gen.

Payne, Geo. B.

Payne, Henry Clay

Payne, Hezekiah

Payne, Jennie, Mrs.

Payne, John Ashley

Payne, Juliann

Payne, Lewis. See also Powell, Lewis Thornton arrest of

descriptions of

evidence against

oath of allegiance

sentence of

Payne, Miles

Payne, Robert Sugg

Payne, Sarah C. (Sallie) Payne, Stirburg D.

Payne, Walter

Payne, William J.

Payne family

Peadon, James

Peadon, Junius

Peanuts, John (John Burrough) Pearce, Mr.

Pearson, Ada

Pearson, Clement H.

Pearson, Wm.

Peck, Arza C.

Peck, Gen.

Peck, Wm F.

Peckham, Albany

Pekin, IL

Pell, Mr.

Pelonze, L. H.

Pelouge, Louis

Pelouze, Louis

Pendegast & Sons

Pendleton, John H.

Peninsula House Penn, Alfred E.

Pennsylvania Av.

Pennsylvania Bible House Pennsylvania Hall

Pennsylvania House

Peoria, IL

Perkins, Mr.

Perks, Joe

Perks, Mrs.

Perry, Mr.

Person, Edward

Pete, Mitchell

Peter, S.

Petersburg, VA

Peterson, George

Peterson, Jacob D.

Peterson, Mrs.

Pettit, John D.

Peyton, Lucie

Peyton, Randolph

Peyton, Sarah Jane

Peyton, W. K.

Peyton, William

Phelp, Solomon

Phillips, Henry B.

Phillips, Mr.

Phillips, Mrs.

Phillips, W. B.

Philmyer, Mrs.

Pierce, G. T.

Pierce, H. A.

Pierce, Pres.

Pierpont, Francis

Pierrepont, Judge

Piersol, C. H. See Pearson Pierson, Harry

Pig Point

Pike, Albert

Pike’s Opera House

Pikesville, MD

Piles, Thom.

Pine Bush, NY

Piney Church

Pinney, Samuel H.

Piqua, OH

Piscataway, MD

Pisgah Church

Pitcher, T. G., Gen.

Pithole Creek

Pithole, PA

Pitman, Benn

Pittsburg Landing

Pittsburgh, PA

Pix, Clara

Pix, Matilda, Mrs.

Plass, John

Platt, Julia R.

Platz’s Restaurant

Pleasant, Mr.

Plymouth, NC

Pogerty, Mr.

Point Lookout Inlet, NC

Point Lookout, MD

Point of Rocks, MD

poison dart gun

Pole, Mr.

Polk, L., Gen.

Pollard, William S.

Polmerden, John H.

Polock, Mr.

Polson, George

Pomeroy, Brick

Pond, A.

Pond, Fred.

Pond, George W.

Poole, Mr.

Poore, Mr.

Pope, M. J.

Pope, Tom

Pope’s Stables

Port Boy, Steamboat

Port Conway, VA

Port Deposit, MD

Port Royal, VA

Port Tobacco, MD

Porter, A. A.

Porter, D. R. (alias of Bigley) Porter, David

Porter, Fitz John

Porter, Horace, Col.

Porter, Mr.

Porter, USS

Porterfield, John

Porterfield, Mr.

Portingall, Jefferson

Portland, ME

Portville, NY

Posey, Albert

Posey, Mr.

Potentine’s Saloon

Potter, John E., Consul Gen.

Potter, Maj.

Potter, Mark M.

Potter, O. R., Lt.

Potts, Capt. J. T.

Potts, D. F., Capt.

Potts, John

Pottstown

Pottsville, PA

Poughkeepsie, NY

Poumes, Mr.

Powell, C. H., Gen.

Powell, Gov.

Powell, Joseph

Powell, Lewis Thornton. See also Payne, Lewis Power, Dr.

Power, Francis

Powers, C. H.

Powers, Mr.

Powlens, Lizzie

Prentice, Gen.

Preuss, Mr.

Price, Thomas

Prime, Edward

Prince Georges Co., MD

Prince William Co., VA

Pritchard, Col.

Pronk, Jas. N., Capt.

Pryor, Roger A., Gen.

Pugh, Mr.

Pumphrey, James W.

Purdom, James W.

Purdy, Robert

Purdy, Z. F.

PW&B RR

Quebec, Can.

Queen, see also Gwynn, Quinn Queen, Andrew Forrest

Queen, Benjamin French

Queen, Bennett F.

Queen Anne Village

Queen Anne’s Co., MD

Queen’s Hotel

Queenstown

Quesenberry, Elizabeth R.

Quincy, IL

Quinn, see also Gwynn, Queen Quinn, Emmett

Quinn, Mr.

Quinn, Owen

Quinn, Thomas

Quinn, W. H.

Quinn, William, Dr.

Rabb, John

Rabbit, Mrs.

Ragans, see Darcy & Ragans Rainnie, Wm. J.

Raleigh, NC

Ramsell, Chas.

Ramsey, James

Ramsey, Mr.

Rand, W. H.

Randall, Henry, Pvt.

Randall, Voltaire

Randolph, Capt.

Randolph, Mr.

Ransom, John A.

Rapp, Mrs. John

Rappahannock River

Rasmussen, Mr.

Rathbone, Henry, Maj.

Rawling, Mr.

Ray, Harvey

Raybold, Thomas Raymer, see Reamer Raymond, Sidney D.

Raynor, Gilbert J.

Read, John

Read, Thomas

Read, Wm.

Reading, Frank Russell

Reakert, Mr.

Reale, Mr.

Reamer, John D.

Reamer, Page

Red Lion Hotel

Reed, A. H.

Reed, B. M.

Reed, Capt.

Reed, D. C.

Reed, Edgar F.

Reed, Harrison

Reed, Mr.

Reeder, Frank

Reeder, Frank, Mrs.

Reeder, George

Reese, Dr.

Reeves, Wm. J.

Reford, J. J.

Reid, Mr.

Reilly, Francis H.

Reistertown, MD

Rendall, John

Reno, Gen.

Renouard, Gustave

Revere House

Reynolds, J. W.

Reynolds, Officer

Reynolds, Sidney D.

Reynolds, T. M.

Reynolds House

Rice, Mr.

Richards, A. C., Supt.

Richards, Charles J.

Richards, Dolby

Richardson, A. D.

Richardson, Alph

Richardson, George P.

Richardson, James H.

Richardson, Preston F.

Richardson, Q. F.

Richardson, William

Richarson, Aug.

Richey, Mr.

Richmond, IN

Richmond, VA

Richter, Anna Maria Christiana Atzerodt Richter, Ernest Christian Frederic Richter, Ernest Hartman

Richter, Ernest William

Richter, Frederic Christian William Richter, George Henry Christian Richter, Gotlob Ernest

Richter, Jacob

Richter, John Christian Gotlob Richter, John Christian Henry Richter, John Frederic Christopher Rickards, E. H.

Riddick, John

Riddle, A. G.

Riddle, Mr.

Riddle Lager Beer Saloon Ridgeway, Leonard

Ridgley, Mr.

Riffard, D. H.

Rimonski, Can.

Rind, J. P.

Rinders, Mr.

Rindery, Isaiah

Rinehold, Mrs.

Rio de Janiero

Ripley, Edward Hastings, Gen.

Ripley, NY

Ripple, John L., Lt.

Ritchey, John C.

Ritchie, Mr.

Rittenhouse Academy

Ritter, Clara

Ritter, Henry T.

Ritterspach, Jacob Roach, Mrs.

Robbins, Mrs. Charles

Roberson, Thomas

Robert Campbell, Steamship Roberts, J. B.

Roberts, John

Robertson, Dr.

Robey, Leonard S.

Robey, Rufus

Robey, Towsley B.

Robey’s Post Office

Robey’s Town

Robinson, George

Robinson, Kate

Robinson, Mark

Robinson, O. J.

Robinson, Stuart, Rev. Dr.

Rochester, NY

Rock, J. L.

Rock Island, IL

Rockingham Co., VA

Rockville, MD

Rockwell, Margaret Cecilia Rodenbach, Joseph

Rody, Mr.

Roebuck, Mr.

Roehrig, Casper

Rogers, Samuel

Rohersville, MD

Rolland, E. H.

Rollins, Henry T.

Rollins, William

Roper, Mr.

Rosch, C. H.

Rose, Rudolf F.

Rose, Wm.

Rosecrans, Gen.

Rosevelt, Jacob

Rosier, Margaret, see Roysea Rosin, George

Rosin, Mrs.

Rosin, Wm.

Ross, A. M. Dr.

Ross, D.

Ross, Julia

Ross, Mr.

Ross, Wm. H.

Roth, Frank

Roub, August

Rouseville, PA

Routson, John

Roysea (Rosier), Margaret Ruby House

Ruggles, M. B., Lt.

Ruhlman Hotel. See also Lichau House Ruiney, S. O.

Rupple, Enselm

Rursted, A. J.

Russell, Alfred

Russell, E., Maj.

Russell, G. B., Capt.

Russell, Ike

Russell, T. B.

Russell House

Rutherford, G. C., Col.

Rutherford, W. W., Dr.

Rutland, VT

Rutledge, R. B., Capt.

Rutter, Ann

Ryan, Denny

Ryan, Mr.

Ryan, Susan

Ryder, Mr.

Ryder, W. H., Rev.

Ryder, Wm. D.

Ryland, Mr.

Sage, George B.

Saint Ursula, Barque

Salfield, Jas. W.

Salisbury, Henry

Salisbury, Mr.

Salisbury, Willard

Salisbury

Salisbury Prison

Sam

Sampson, Thos. Det.

San Francisco, CA

Sander, Henry

Sanders, E. D.

Sanders, George Nicholas and Canada

concerning assassination.

concerning St. Albans

Sanders, Lewis H.

Sands, M. A.

Sandusky, OH

Sandy Spring, MD

Saners, George

Santa Cruz

Saratoga, NY

Sarles, John E.

Sarmiento, F. (L.)

Sasser, Zadoc

Saugus, USS

Saumce, Samuel B.

Saunders. See Sanders Savannah, GA

Scheerer, Gottlieb

Schieferdecker, C. C. Dr.

Schingler, Capt.

Schliesner, Jean

Schock, Nicholas

Schoepf, A. F., Gen.

Schofield, Gen.

Schofield, J. M.

Schrader, W. L.

Schultze, John S., Maj.

Scientific American

Scott, Dr.

Scott, Gen.

Scott, J. A., Mrs.

Scott, John

Scott, Miss

Scott, R. N., Col.

Scott, Tommy

Scott’s Building

Scrivener, Mr.

Scroggs, G. A.

Seaford, DE

Seaman, H. A.

Seaman, Mary Bell, Miss

Seaman, Thomas

Seamnes, John

Sears, Adolphus

Sears, Mr.

Secret Societies

American Knights

Copperheads

Free Masons

GD Lodge

Knights of the Golden Circle, National Volunteers

Oddfellows Hall

Sons of Liberty

St. Andrew’s Society

Seddon, James, Sec.

Seddon, John A.

Seebach, Thuringia

Seelye, S. S.

Seesly, Mr.

Seguine, So. Am.

Selby, Charles

Sellight, A. R.

Selvy, H.

Semmes, Pirate

Senatobia, MS

Sepley, C.

Sessford, Joseph

Severens, Joe

Seward, Augustus, Maj.

Seward, Clarence, Col.

Seward, Frederick

Seward, Gen.

Seward, W. H., Maj.

Seward, William H.

Seymour, David L.

Seymour, Horatio

Seymour, Thomas Shafer, Fred

Shafner, William

Shankland, Thomas

Shanks, Mr.

Sharon Springs

Sharp, Geo. H., Gen.

Sharp, Mr.

Sharp, Samuel

Shaurman, N., Col.

Shavor, Jacob

Shawneetown, IL

Sheckles, William

Sheets, Walter

Sheetz, Samuel J. (T.)

Shell, Dick

Shenandoah Valley

Shenck, Thomas

Shep, Mr.

Shepard, Geo. H.

Shepherd, Adam

Shepherd, Mr.

Sherbrook, Can.

Sheridan, Gen.

Sherman, Chas. E.

Sherman, E. F.

Sherman, Henry L.

Sherman, W. T., Gen.

Sherman House

Sherroll (Jhennoll), Lin Shiel, Geo.

Shields, Gen.

Shine, John, Mrs.

Shipley, Lewis

Shoales, David L.

Shoffey, Mr.

Shoop, A.

Shoules, David L.

Shreve, Mr.

Shreve’s Stable

Shrink, Thomas

Shriver, Calvin

Shriver, Henry D.

Shrontz, Mr.

Sickles, Gen.

Sigel, Gen.

Silvey, William

Simms, Joseph

Simms, Mr.

Simonds, Jos. H.

Simonton, Mr.

Simpson, Chas H.

Simpson, J.

Simpson, Jas. S.

Simpson, Pat

Simpson House

Singleton, J. W., Gen.

Sitch, James

Sitch, Mrs.

Skaggs’s Switch, MD

Skinner, L., Col.

Skinner’s Boarding House, Maj.

Slack, Samuel

Slackman, see Sleickman Slater, Jas. D.

Slater, Sarah, Mrs.

Slaughter, J. W.

Slaughter, Matilda

Slaughter, Mr.

Sleeper, John A.

Sleickman, John

Slidell, Mr.

Sloab, Wm.

Sloan Gen. Hospital

Slocum, Gen.

Slocum, Mollie

Slotter, Gen.

Slough, J. P., Gen.

Small, Edward (Ned)

Smart, Mr.

Smart, Walter

Smethport, PA

Smiley, Dr.

Smith, A. J.

Smith, Alfred

Smith, David H.

Smith, Gen.

Smith, George (alias of G. Jarboe) Smith, Gov.

Smith, H. B., Maj.

Smith, H. W.

Smith, Israel A.

Smith, J. Gregory

Smith, J. R., Col.

Smith, John

Smith, Kirby, Gen.

Smith, Lt.

Smith, M. T.

Smith, Miss

Smith, Mr.

Smith, Perley H.

Smith, Robert

Smith, Tobias

Smith, W. P.

Smith, William

Smith, William C., Sgt.

Smithson, George

Smithsonian Institution

Smithson’s Boarding House, Mrs.

Smoot, Benj.

Smoot, Richard

Snell, Marlwood

Snell’s Bridge

Snow, W. D.

Snowden, Mr.

Snowhill

Snyder, John A.

Snyder, Mr.

Soldier’s Home

Soldier’s Rest

Soles, Jacob J.

Solonbeck, Fred.

Somerset, MN

Somersville, AL

Sommers, Mathew

Soper, A. G.

Soper, Nathaniel

Soper, Thomas

Soper’s Hill

Soule, Joseph D.

Soulie, Pierre

Southampton

Southport

Sowles, Albert

Spalding, C. C.

Spangler, Edman (Edward) (Ned) arrest of

descriptions of

evidence against

letter to

sentence of

statement of

Sparrow, Jake

Sparrow, Mr.

Spaulding, Chas. C.

Spaulding, L. A.

Spaulding, R. S.

Spear, G. G.

Spear, Mr.

Speed, James

Spencer, E. N.

Spencer, Miss

Spencer, Mr.

Spencer, Rachel

Spencer, S. A.

Sperry, Capt.

Sperry, John J.

Spinner, F. E., Gen.

Spotswood House

Spotswood, VA

Spotsylvania Court House Sprague, Officer

Sprague & Co.

Springfield, IL

Springfield, MA

St. Albans Bank

St. Albans, VT

concerning assassination.

raiders

St. Aloysius Church

St. Andrews Society

St. Catherine, Can.

St. Charles College

St. Charles Theater

St. Clair Hotel

St. George’s Bermuda

St. Ingalls

St. Johns, Can.

St. Lawrence Hall (Hotel) St. Liboire, Quebec St. Louis Theater

St. Louis, MO

St. Marie, H. B. De

St. Mary’s Co., MD

St. Mathew’s Institute

St. Nicholas Hotel

St. Thomas, West Indies

St. Timothy Hall

Stabler, Brooke

Stabler, Henry

Stabler, James P.

Stafford, OH

Stanton, alias of R. C. Kennedy Stanton, Edwin M.

Staples, Herbert T., Prv.

Star Saloon

Starr, John Taylor

Starr, Nellie (Ella)

Staunton, VA

Stearns, Gen.

Stearns, I.

Stebbins, A. Q.

Stebbins, Mr.

Steebe Co., MN

Steed, John

Steele, Col.

Steele, James

Steele’s Saloon

Steible, J.

Steiner, Peter

Steuben Co., NY

Steubenville, OH

Stevens, H. L.

Stevens, James G.

Stevens, John H.

Stevens, Mr.

Stevens, Thadeus

Stevenson, G. D.

Stevenson, Gen.

Stewart, Charles C.

Stewart, John

Stewart, John B.

Stewart, Jos. B.

Stewart, Josephine, Miss Stewart, Lt.

Stewart, Richard, Dr.

Stewart, S. T.

Stewart, William

Stidger, Felix

Stifer, Eli

Stillings, J.

Stillwell, Commissioner

Stine, Lewis

Stinson, Edward

Stith, Mr.

Stoat, William

Stokes, Jarrett

Stolt, John Augur

Stone, Fred.

Stone, Robert King, Dr.

Stone, William

Stonewall Brigade

Stouffer, David R.

Stoughton, A. B.

Straight, Col.

Strauss, I.

Strawn, C. C.

Street, Samuel Kennedy Jennings Stress, Mr.

Stretch, Jacob

Strong, D. A.

Strother, B. H.

Strunberg, Dan.

Stuart, see also Stewart Stuart, Mr.

Stuart, Richard H.

Stuart, W. G. H.

Sturdey, James (alias of J. H. Surratt) Sugarloaf Mountain

Sullivan, Jam.

Summers, Mathew

Summers, Mrs. O.

Summers, Wm. O.

Sumner, Wm. O.

Surratt, Anna E.

Surratt, Brig. Gen.

Surratt, Capt.

Surratt, Gen.

Surratt, Geo.

Surratt, Harrison

Surratt, John Harrison, Jr.

anonymous mentions

and Canada

descriptions of

evidence against

sightings

Surratt, Joseph

Surratt, Mary Elizabeth (Eugenia) arrest of

descriptions of

evidence against

sentence of

statement of

statements concerning

Surratt, Samuel

Surratt’s Hotel (Tavern) (Post Office) Surrattsville, MD

Swagger, Mr.
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Regiment

Name Rank or County Where captured
Booth, Junius B. Actor New York, NY 44 Philadelphia
Baden, Joseph Farmer Prince George, Md, 25 Matthias Pt. Va,
Barnes, Walter M. Saloonkeeper  CharlesCo.Md, 22 Charles Co. Md.
Bryant, William Farmer King Geo.Co.Md., 32 Mathias Pt. Va.
Bainbridge, A. R. Private 43 Va. (Mosby’s) Cav  King Geo Coa.
Cox, Samuel Farmer Charles Co. Md. 46 Charles Co. Md
Celestino, John Sea Capt. Cuba, 38 Philadelphia, Pa.

Ford, James R.
Ford, H. Clay
Green, Thomas
Green, Nannie
Howell, A.S.

Johnson, Edward Maj.

Lloyd, John M.Tavern
Lucas, William
Pearson, Clement H.
Street, Samuel ]

Stuart, Richard H.

Boxman, theater
Treas. Theater

Clerk, 28
Gen.
Keeper
Farmer

Sergt

Baltimore Md. 25
Bakimore Md. 21
Washington DC
Washington DC
Upper Marlboro, Md.
csa

Surrattsville Md 41
Prince Geo. Co. Md.
3rd Regt. 1t A.C.

King Geo. Co. Va.

‘Washington DC
‘Washington DC
‘Washington DC
‘Washington DC
Prince Geo.Co

Nashville Tn.
Near TB Md.
Mathias Pt. Va

Philadelphia

King Geo Co.
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RS Ford

MissJulla Ross
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‘Walter M. Barnes.

Mrs. Chas Robbin
Margaret Rosier
John M. Loyd

Nora Fizpatic (recom-
mitted)
H. Clay Ford (recommit-

ted)

DrS. A Mudd

Frank Washington (col)
E.Thomas

“Thomas Davis

A E Brown

Hiram Harrison

Mr. Pare

Capt. Samuel Cox
Miss Lomax

Fendal Marbury
Dr. Peter Haskell

Dr. Edward H. Wyvill
William P Bryan
Walte P Grifin
Ozzy swann.

T A Jones

Benj. Booth Cook
Clement H. Pearson

James Owens.
J.W. Wilson

Austin L Adams

Mrs. Adams (his wife)
John Z Jenkins

John T. Holohan

Dr. Robert Neale
P g

reeased Aprl 22

Disoyalty released May 3

Disloyalty released May 3

Disloyalty Not to communicate with Miss
Jlia Ross or Miss E. Batchins

implicated in,or cognizant offacts in
reation o the assassination of Presi-
dent L.

Released April 24

Released April 24

Supposed tobe implicated in the Presi-
dentsassassination

“Tobe keptapart from other ladies and to
have no communication with them

Holdin lose confinement unilfurther
notice

Col. wells

Sentto FL. Del Aprl 29

Witness

harboring Booth

released May > Disloyalty ot to have
communication with Mr Green

released May 6

released May 3

Col. Wells witness

guiding Booth

Both implicated in assassnation

ofthe ate President Close confinement.
Nointercourse allowed.

Accomplice of Boaths escape
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‘Aiding Booth and Herold to
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No. Date Name Remark

L iy Oscar Hough (citizen)  brutal treatment of Union prisoners

2 apili6 Sumuel ) Sheetz, interested.in or knowing

Sergt. Co. C. 3rd Regt  something about the crimes and parties
committing them of asassination of
the President & Sec Seward.

3 apili;  Edmond Spangler “To be placed n close confinement in
rons anyone allowed to see o con-
verse vith him.

4 Aprli;  H.Clay Ford (citizen)  Closed Confinement released April 25

s aprli7  James Maddox (citizen) To be placed in close confinement or
rons and no one tosee or orrespond.
with him under any circumstances

6 apili;  Mrs ME Sumatt Implicated in murder

, Miss Anna Surratt

3 Miss Nora Fizpatrick

] Miss Olivia Jenkins.

1o Aprlis  Thomas Green Disloyalty

1 Naomi Green E

o John T. Ford

13 Aprlig  Sumuel Knapp Chester  Supposed Conspirator

14 William Gabriel held for Col. Wells:

s Aprlig D Reamer Supposed Conspirator  hold for Col.
Wells

16 Aprlig  JamesR Ford

7 aprlig MissMary A Cook Disloyallanguage, o be kept in confine-

AT 8 <2 P Y
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