
        
            [image: cover]
        

    















Death By Misadventure:

210 Dumb Ways To Die






Dale Dreher











Published by Dale Dreher at Smashwords

Copyright 1999 Dale Dreher

All Rights Reserved
















 Table of Contents

Foreword

Chapter 1
– Criminal Stupdity

Chapter 2 –
Drugs & Alcohol

Chapter 3 – Deathstyles of the Rich and
Famous

Chapter 4 –
Love & Paraphilia

Chapter 5 –
Snakes, UFO’s & Other Nonsense

Chapter 6 –
Dares, Games & Jokes

Chapter
7 – Stupidity on the Job

Chapter 8 –
Planes, Trains & Automobiles

Chapter 9 –
Do It Yourself

Chapter 10
– Death Sports

Chapter 11
– Death Takes a Holiday

Chapter 12 –
Deadly Pets

Bibliography



 Foreword

The World Health Organization
reports that almost 3 million people die in
accidents each year, accounting for almost 6% of all deaths in the
world. Of this number about 900,000 die in car accidents. Work
accidents claimed the lives of another 200,000. The remaining 1.9
million people die from fires, falls, drowning, poisoning,
suffocation, fire arms and other unintentional injuries.

According to the U.S. National Safety
Council, unintentional injury is the
5th leading cause of death among persons of all ages. For people
aged 1 to 38, accidents are the No. 1 cause of death. Statistics
also show that men are twice as likely to die from unintentional
injuries than are women.

This book contains examples of the most preventable kind of
accidental deaths -- deaths by misadventure. The fatal accidents
presented here have all been reported in newspapers or other media.
They are the more unusual examples of dumb ways people die. They
are accidents of arrogance, stupidity or complete
recklessness.

I have collected these stories with two purposes in mind – to
inform and to entertain. I have tried to keep the tone ironic but
respectful. I hope one reader, one day, might think twice before
diving in unfamiliar water, driving while intoxicated, or … making
love to a backhoe!






Dale Dreher

Toronto






 Criminal
Stupidity

1. You First, Greg.
Gregory
Cohen, 18, died attempting to break in to a grade school. Instead
of smashing a door or window, Gregory and his two pals decided to
enter through a furnace exhaust vent. Gregory managed to get 6 feet
down the narrow shaft before he succumbed to the carbon monoxide
fumes and intense heat. Greg's two accomplices fled on bicycles
after calling police and pointing the way to the
shaft.
Toronto Star, April 5,
1993

2. Calling Dr. Pepper.
Between
1981 and 1988, 11 people in the United States died while tipping
soft drink machines. The accidents occur while people rock the
machines in attempts to dislodge coins or cans. Many such machines
are top heavy and can weigh as much as 1,000
pounds.
Winnipeg Free Press, July 19,
1988

3. Thelma and Dan Duk Thieu.
In
the early hours of a spring morning, a suburban youth's joy ride in
a stolen Dodge Caravan ended fatally when he drove off the
Scarborough Bluffs on Lake Ontario. Police recovered the
17-year-old's body from between the middle and back seats of the
locked vehicle at the bottom of the 200 ft. drop. One can only
suspect that Dan mistook the Caravan for a Magic
Wagon.
Toronto Star, April 19,
1995

4. Probably His Butt, Officer.
After a night of drinking, Christian Robichaud tried to break
into his neighbor’s apartment by climbing across the balconies. He
was startled when confronted by his elderly neighbor. Trying to
flee, he plunged 17 stories to his death. "I just heard a 'pat'",
said Robichaud's intended victim. The responding Detective
concluded, "It's death by misadventure, it was an accidental fall.
I just wonder what was going through his head on the way
down."
Toronto Star, January 25,
1996

5. [.23 (7 x 32)   1 + 2,000,000] x 9 / 5 =
0.
On a hot July night in 1985,
32 year old Ana Garcia and six friends broke into a
closed municipal pool in the Bronx, New York. Garcia drowned and
was later found to have a blood alcohol level of .23 percent,
twice the legal limit. Garcia's family later won a $2 million
negligence suit against New York City. The City appealed and nine
years after Garcia's death, the New York State Supreme Court threw
out the entire award. The five judges ruled unanimously that
Garcia's "reckless and culpable conduct" was the only legal cause
of her death.
New York Times, October
21, 1994

6. Burglar Gai Pan.
Octavio Cerda killed himself
trying to break into a Chinese Restaurant in Lynwood, California.
The 34 year old and a friend gained entry through the
restaurant's roof vent. Cerda died after falling from the roof onto
the hard kitchen floor. The friend fled and alerted Cerda's
family.
New York Times, October 25,
1994

7. Bible Hard to
Swallow.
Franco Brun, 22, an inmate at
the Metro Toronto East Detention Centre died trying to swallow a
bible (4 x 2.5 x .5 inches). The Coroner concluded that the former
race track employee was trying to "purge himself of the Devil by
consuming religion." Brun was serving a 15-day sentence for
possession of a stolen credit card and damaging a police
car.
Toronto Globe and Mail, September
3, 1987

8. Driver Strikes
Lightning.
It
is alleged that Kent Wilson, 45, was electrocuted trying to
sabotage a 12,000 volt transformer in Mountain View, California.
Wilson, a delivery truck driver, was one of 2,000 striking
employees of the San Francisco Chronicle and Examiner newspapers.
Wilson was apparently trying to disrupt electricity to one of the
papers' suburban distribution centres.
Globe and Mail, November 7, 1994

9. Prison Trash.
Florida police had to use
fingerprints to identify the remains of escaped convict Anastasio
Figueroa, 41, found at a landfill site. Figueroa was serving a life
sentence for attempted kidnapping when he escaped the Hendry
Correctional Institute in the back of a garbage truck. Figueroa,
however, did not manage to allude the truck's garbage
compactor.
New York Times, February
16, 1994

10. Mechanics of Sabotage.
It
appears that shop steward Kim Man Tseung was a casualty in the
workplace feud between mechanics and management at the New York
Transit Authority. Tseung's head and chest were crushed under a
12-ton bus. An air bag in the vehicle's suspension system had been
slashed, as had the bags on 2 other nearby buses. A folding knife
was found under the bus with Tsueng. The Transit Authority alleged
several other incidents of sabotage, while the union claimed that
the Transit Authority was pushing employees too hard, creating
unsafe working conditions.
New York
Times, November 4, 1994

11. Operation Snake Dance.
George Scribner, 38, of White Plains, New York, had been
arrested 3 times for trying to steal the copper wire that powers
the Metro North commuter rail line. A week after his last
arrest, Scribner was found lifeless beside his hacksaw. Scribner's
arrests were part of a successful police crackdown on the theft of
the wire, which is sold for $1 a pound. Operation Snake Dance
reduced the rail line’s losses from this type of theft from $1.3
million in 1990 to $120 thousand in 1992.
New York Times, March 5, 1993

12. Chew Your Evidence Slowly.
A
Buffalo man died shortly after being arrested for robbing a woman
in a supermarket parking lot. The suspect choked on a $50 bill he
was trying to hide from the police.
New York Times, April 28, 1995

13. Cold War
Victim.
Kevin Mulcahy, a former CIA
employee died from exposure on the porch of a rural Virginia motel.
Mulcahy, 40, was waiting his turn to testify against another
former spy, Edwin Wilson, accused of selling arms to Libya.
Mulcahy, who suffered from emphysema and pneumonia, was reported to
have been drinking heavily at the time of his death. Wilson was
later convicted on 7 of the 8 charges against
him.
Miami Herald, October 27 and
November 19, 1982

14. Way to go
Ohio.
High school buddies, Paul
"Little Keebler" Smith and John Bertram, were surprised by an Akron
car dealer while they were stealing the hubcaps from one of the
dealer's corvettes. Bertram was caught, while Smith chose to climb
a bridge's 7 foot fence and drop another 15 feet into the fast
moving Cuyahoga River. The fleeing felon's body was found the next
day. In memory of Smith, friends got tattoos of a skull with a crew
cut and ponytail bearing the inscription "RIP 9 3 93".
(Smith gained his nickname, Little Keebler, after using a cookie
sheet during a play fight with friends.)
Akron Beacon Journal, September 13, 1993

15. Chemistry
Lesson.
Two
San Francisco Area thieves never knew what killed them. They stole
a tank of what they believed was laughing gas (nitrous oxide). When
they opened the cylinder in their car to get a quick high, they
fell asleep and died a few moments later. Had the crooks correctly
read the label of the tank they would have discovered that it
contained pure nitrogen. Since nitrogen is a major component in the
air we breathe, pure nitrogen does not have a noticeable taste or
smell; it is, however, heavier than air. So when released in a
confined space, pure nitrogen displaces everything else. The men
suffocated within in a few painless moments because of lack of
oxygen.
National Review, October 11,
1995

16. Escape from Club
Pen.
Stephen Peters was doing pretty
easy time as an inmate at the William Head prison near Victoria,
British Columbia. The medium-security prison is surrounded on three
sides by the Pacific Ocean and boasts a nine-hole golf course. The
convicted thief and sex offender was serving the fifth year of a
15-year sentence when he attempted to swim to freedom. Peters and
his prosthetic left leg, however, were no match for the cold waters
of the Pacific Northwest. The convict’s body washed back onto the
prison’s shore 2 days later.
Toronto
Globe and Mail, May 5, 1997

17. Birthday
Bash.
Teacher and part-time bartender,
James Hartwig, was celebrating his 41st birthday when he got into an
argument with a police officer. The officer was supervising the
towing of Hartwig’s illegally parked car. Because Hartwig appeared
to be “extremely drunk”, the officer refused to return the car to
him and encouraged Hartwig to call someone for a ride. While
Hartwig was explaining that he did not want to wake his wife, the
officer was called away to a more urgent matter. Hartwig continued
his argument with the tow truck driver, chasing the truck and
banging on the passenger window. Hartwig somehow slipped and fell
under the 6,000-pound vehicle, which crushed his head and chest.
Hartwig was described as a “special” teacher who “related
beautifully” with his students.
Miami
Herald, November 29, 1988

18. Hit, Run and
Die.
Donald
Lundquist, 65, walked away from a car accident, leaving behind his
broken glasses. Lundquist was missing for more than 3 weeks before
his body was discovered in a wooded area some 2 miles from the
accident scene. The exact cause of death was not obvious but there
were no signs of foul play.
Saint Paul
Pioneer Press, May 3, 1988

19. Double-Barreled
Kickback.
Coroners ruled Joe Norman’s
shotgun death an accident despite the fact that the former power
company executive was facing charges of accepting kickbacks from
coal suppliers. Norman, 55, had spent the morning hunting quail and
died cleaning his loaded shotgun. Authorities were convinced that
the witness testimony and other evidence gathered at the site were
consistent with an accident and not suicide or murder. The coroner
did concede, however, “The only people who would know that are God
Almighty and Joe.”
The State (Columbia
S.C.), March 11, 1992

20. Racing
Minnesota.
A
16-year-old robbery suspect ended a high-speed pursuit through
Wisconsin and Minnesota by accidentally shooting himself in the
head. The youth, who was suspected of robbing a gas station, led
state troopers on a chase that reached speeds of over 100 mph. At
the end of the chase one officer brought his cruiser alongside the
suspect’s vehicle. The suspect’s sawed off shotgun went off
accidentally as he was pulling it from a shoulder holster. His
vehicle then went out of control and left the road. The youthful
suspect died of his injuries within a few
hours.
Saint Paul Pioneer Press, April
26, 1989

21. Fearful Flying
Felon.
Alleged drug mule, Graham
Marples, 44, panicked and died after smuggling $120 thousand worth
of cannabis from Holland to England. Marples’ pilot described him
as a nervous passenger, “He kept saying we were going to crash.
Even before I had stopped, he grabbed open the canopy, jumped out
and went straight into the propeller.”
Electronic Telegraph, August 15, 1996

22. Harold &
Maude?
According to staff and inmates
at a Minnesota juvenile detention centre, 12-year-old, John H.
Willingham died faking a suicide attempt. They claim he
accidentally hung himself with a bed sheet staging a fake suicide
attempt so he could be moved to preferred living quarters.
Willingham’s family claim the death was caused by staff negligence
and sued the centre for over $1 million in
damages.
Saint Paul Pioneer Press,
August 24, 1994

23. Sugar Coated
Death.
During unloading at a Boston
refinery, the bodies of two men were discovered in the hold of a
ship carrying 2 tons of raw sugar from the Dominican Republic.
Experts explained that raw sugar is loaded in a cone shaped
pile which later settles with the motion of the ship. In this case,
a particularly violent storm at sea caused a sudden resettling of
the load, quickly drowning the stowaways in sugar. The refinery
refused to accept the rest of the cargo.
Miami Herald, December 31, 1982

24. Teenage
Canaries.
Blackdamp, a mixture of carbon dioxide and nitrogen is a
common threat to coal miners. The naturally occurring hazard can
disable a person with one breath. If not removed from the
environment the victim quickly suffocates. Three teenagers were
killed and one critically injured by the phenomenon while they were
exploring an abandoned California coal mine. The group ignored the
warnings of one friend who abandoned the lark complaining that he
had difficulty breathing. The responding police officer explained,
“The others didn't believe him so they went inside and they never
came out.”
San Jose Mercury News,
August 15, 1989

25. Electric
Throne.
Convicted murderer, Michael
Godwin, 28, was accidentally electrocuted while using his cell’s
toilet. Godwin was found sitting naked on the steel toilet with the
cord to his earphones in his mouth; the cord was connected to the
jack on Godwin’s television set. Experts say that the cord and TV
had not been tampered with.
The State
(Columbia, S.C.), April 11, 1989

26. Electric Throne II.
Former
death row inmate, Lawrence Baker, 47, frustrated the Pennsylvania
Supreme Court’s 1986 decision to commute his death sentence to life
imprisonment. Ten years after he was saved from the electric chair
Baker accidentally electrocuted himself on an aluminum toilet. The
convicted murderer was wearing homemade headphones and watching
television at the time of his death. In this case, authorities
concluded that the headphones’ wiring was
faulty.
The Philadelphia News, January
3, 1997

27. Ballpoint Pen Murder.
In
1991, Jim Terwiel, then 21, discovered the body of his mother in
her apartment in Leiden, Holland. No cause of death was apparent
until an autopsy revealed a ballpoint pen embedded in her eye and
brain. Turweil was convicted of his mother's murder in 1995 because
he was alleged to have confessed to his therapist that he had shot
his mother with a crossbow. Turweil's conviction was overturned on
appeal, however, and the court ruled his mother's death a freak
accident    she likely fell while holding the pen in her
hand.
Reuters, April 4,
1996

28. Electric Secret.
Robert
Green, 55, was killed tending his marijuana plants. Green had
$32,000 worth of the illegal plants in a secret room beneath his
house in northern Florida. He was apparently electrocuted by faulty
wiring in his system of grow lights. Green's body was
discovered by his son. Police were not sure whether the plants were
grown for sale or just for personal use.
Tallahassee Democrat, March 29,1997

29. Fatal Greed and Desperation.
International relief workers reported that about 10 looters
killed themselves accidentally during the September 1991 civil
riots in Kinshasa, Zaire. The accidental deaths included some
looters who electrocuted themselves pulling out live cables of
appliances they were stealing and one looter who drove a new car
through a showroom window and directly into a wall. One hundred
other looters were shot and killed by police and
soldiers.
Reuters, September 30,
1991

30. Rubberneckers Revenge.
Susan
Smith was convicted of drowning her two small children by strapping
them in her car and rolling the car down the boat launch at John D.
Long Lake near Union, South Carolina. Two years later Tim and Angie
Phillips, a local couple in their 20's, accidentally killed
themselves, their 3 children, another child and a friend of Angie's
when they visited the site of the murders. Somehow the Phillips’
truck rolled down the same boat launch with four children and 1
adult inside. All seven drowned including the other 2 adults who
tried to rescue the occupants of the
truck.
St. Paul Pioneer Press,
September 3, 1996.

31. Neverending Shortcut.
An
unidentified motorcyclist and a friend cut through a restricted
Navy bombing range near Yuma, Arizona. Unfortunately the pair
learned the hard way that all bombs do not explode when dropped.
Some will explode, however, when run over by a motorcycle. The
biker was killed. The passenger survived with serious
injuries.
Los Angeles Times, May 25,
1990

32. Vanquished Vandal.
An
unnamed 11 year old English boy was killed while painting
graffiti in the London subway. He was hit by a train. The coroner’s
jury ruled that the cause of death was
misadventure.
Financial Times,
1987

33. Gulp!
Grover Morrison, 28, a
suspected cocaine dealer, swallowed his merchandise when police
stopped his car in Lewisham, England. Morrison was released at the
scene when nothing was found in his car or on his person. A few
hours later the same police officer identified Morrison's body in
the local morgue. According to the coroner, Morrison swallowed a
2 inch plastic ball of cocaine, which leaked in his stomach.
At the time of death, the amount of cocaine in Morrison's blood was
20 times greater than the level considered
fatal.
Independent, May 7,
1992

34. Island Sherlocks.
Robert
Cohen, 54, was found in a pool of his own blood on the front step
of his home on Long Island, New York. Police first thought that
Cohen was attacked by his own Doberman that was guarding the body
when officers arrived. Then they thought it was murder when they
discovered that Cohen's throat had been cut not torn. There was no
apparent motive, however, and Cohen's pockets contained about
$3,000 from the liquor store he owned. Finally, when the local
medical examiners found some of Cohen's hair and skin on the broken
glass of the front door, the authorities had to conclude that
Cohen's death was accidental. He likely tripped and fell into the
window then collapsed a few feet away.
Newsday, October 8, 1987

35. Snatcher Catcher.
A
suspected purse snatcher was killed fleeing the scene. He had
reportedly stolen a purse from a woman waiting for a subway train
at the 96th Street Station in Manhattan and attempted to escape with his
booty down the subway tunnel. Before he could get very far, he was
hit and killed by a southbound express
train.
New York Times, July 26,
1995

36. Tough Border.
Four
Mozambicans tried to enter South Africa secretly through the Kruger
National Park when they were attacked by lions. One man survived
the attack by climbing a tree. From examining the few remains left
at the scene, Park Rangers could only conclude that “at least” two
others had been killed.
Toronto Star,
July 25, 1997






 Drugs & Alcohol

37. Fatal Leak.
Patriot and avid
beer drinker, Martin Mallon, 34, killed himself celebrating Canada
Day. Mallon was enjoying himself at a beer garden adjacent to
Canada’s parliament buildings on the picturesque bluffs overlooking
the Ottawa River. Impatient with the long lines for the
port-a-potties, Mallon was relieving himself on the edge of the
bluffs when he lost his footing and fell 30 feet to the paved road
below. Mallon never regained consciousness before expiring several
days later.
Ottawa Citizen, July 4,
1987 & June 19, 1989

38. Pocketful of Trouble.
Twenty one year old Illinois university
student, John Fenzel, bled to death when he cut himself with a beer
glass. Fenzel had a glass in each of his front trouser pockets when
he fell on his way home from a campus party. One of the glasses
broke and severed a major artery in Fenzel’s
leg.
Los Angeles Times, September 20,
1987

39. High Octane Cocktail.
One
woman died and 10 others were poisoned when revelers mistook
gas line anti freeze for vodka at a Christmas party.
Sallie Redhead, 47, of Thompson, Manitoba, had already been
drinking, when someone discovered and served the contents of
plastic soda bottle filled with a clear liquid. Apparently, none of
the partygoers knew that their host stored his leftover
anti freeze in soda bottles.
Winnipeg Free Press, December 18, 1988

40. Disappearing Students.
The
whereabouts of 3 students and 2 alumni of a private Ohio University
were unknown for 5 days after they were seen leaving a popular bar.
Five days later family and friends learned that the group had
driven off the road and drowned in the frigid waters of the local
river, just a few blocks from the bar. Killed also were 2 dogs
locked in a roof top carrier.
Columbus
Ledger Enquirer, March 7, 1997

41. A/C O.D.
Fifteen year old, Jennifer Jones overdosed on air
conditioning. Her body was found stuck between her Florida home and
the family's air conditioning unit. Local police said that kids
sometimes try to get high from inhaling the refrigerant,
Freon.
Miami Herald, June 8,
1994

42. Shocking Fraternity.
Rochne
Hold, 25, a fratboy at a "leadership" conference in Jacksonville,
Florida, died showing off to his friends on a drawbridge. It was
2am when the boys were returning to their hotel from a local bar.
Hold was climbing a bridge tower when he touched one of the copper
bars that conducts 480 volts of electricity. His friends tried to
rescue him, but Hold lost his, uh, grip. The local coroner was not
sure if Hold was killed by the electricity or the fall, which broke
his neck.
Miami Herald, February 7,
1990

43. Tiny Bubbles.
Sheila Roy, a
37 year old store clerk, drowned in a hot tub after
combining a number of her prescription medications with alcohol.
Roy's boyfriend made the grisly discovery the next morning. The
coroner concluded that the deadly cocktail made Roy, "so extremely
dysfunctional that she could easily slip down into the tub, lose
consciousness and drown".
Akron Beacon
Journal, May 11, 1993

44. Fear is a Good Thing.
University sophomore, Shannon Gill, 20, fell to her death at a
fraternity party. Shannon was found with someone else’s ID and a
blood-alcohol level nearly twice the legal limit. Shannon’s date
was locked out of his fraternity room so the two tried to gain
access from the window ledge. According to her date, Shannon went
out on the ledge after he dismissed the idea as too dangerous.
Shannon fell 27 feet and died from her injuries. The vice president
of student affairs commented, “These people are energetic, they
have no fear and they think they can do most
anything.”
Charlotte Observer,
December 16, 1989

45. Johnny Can't Bleed.
Johnny
Moore, 58, chose to watch TV and bleed to death rather than seek
medical attention for a cut ankle. Moore's friend, a nurse's aide,
put Moore's foot in a plastic basin when she noticed that the blood
was messing up her carpet. The two had started drinking beer at
8:30pm. When a movie they were watching ended at 2:30am, Moore's
friend tried unsuccessfully to wake him. Moore was dead. Doctors
estimate that he lost 3 litres (60 %) of his
blood.
Miami Herald, October 9,
1986

46. Stupidity Insurance.
A life
insurance periodical reported on the case of a Tennessee man who
got drunk and froze to death under a pile of snow in February 1981.
The man’s insurance company refused to pay his family the $1000
death benefit provided by his insurance policy. The company argued
that the man's death was not an accident and that he voluntarily
exposed himself to the cold weather. The Tennessee courts, however,
ordered the company to pay the benefits, with interest, concluding
that if the man went, "to sleep or became intoxicated while the
weather was safely mild... the cause of death was... the sudden and
unexpected change in the weather," and not the man’s
fault.
Best's Review, October
1986

47. Designated Roadkill.
Underage drinker, Phillip Birch, 19, was too drunk to drive
his pickup from Little Rock to his home in Mayflower, Arkansas. His
blood alcohol level was three times the legal limit in that
state. Instead of driving, Birch rode in the truck's bed. While on
the highway, the truck hit a bump, tossing Birch onto the highway
where he was run over by an 18 wheel transport truck. A member
of the local district attorney's office doubted that anyone would
be prosecuted in Birch's death, "I wish we could blame somebody
other than this poor deceased boy... but he just drank too much...
he made some poor choices."
Commercial
Appeal (Memphis), November 25, 1995

48. Huff, No Puff.
Police
believe that 35 year old movie theatre janitor, Bill
Rhodes, died from "huffing", or sniffing chemicals. Co workers
found Rhodes with a bag over his head, which also contained a rag
smelling of some sort of chemical. The case was unusual because of
Rhodes' age. Huffing is more common among younger people looking
for a cheap "high." Sniffing chemicals causes hallucinations, and
brain damage, by disturbing the oxygen balance in the
brain.
Charlotte Observer, June 9,
1995

49. Just Say No to NO2.
Four young adults, 2 men and 2 women, aged 18 to 20, killed
themselves trying to get high from nitrous oxide, or laughing gas.
Their bodies were found in a small dental storage room with an
empty tank of the anaesthetic. They had suffocated from a lack of
oxygen.
Saint Paul Pioneer Press,
August 9, 1988

50. Ernest & Junius.
Junius
Huggins, 67, bled to death from an accidental cut by a wine bottle.
Investigating police found 6,100 other bottles of home made wine on
Huggins' property in a building spray painted with biblical verses.
Pieces of an illegal distillery were also found but there was no
evidence that Huggins was actually selling the stockpile of wine.
According to the investigating officer, Huggins activities were
suspicious, "But he's dead. There's not a whole lot of need for me
to pursue it."
Charlotte Observer,
April 17, 1990






 Deathstyles of the Rich and
Famous

51. Killer Carpet.
Millionaire,
Virginia Mayes, 76, drowned in shag carpeting. The wealthy and
reclusive widow apparently fainted getting out of bed in the middle
of the night and collapsed face down in her carpeting. Mayes' fall
was not heard by her two servants also asleep in the mansion. The
medical examiner ruled the death, "postural asphyxia... an asphyxia
related to a position of the victim's
body."
Miami Herald, June 12,
1983

52. Cigar Warning.
Comedian,
Ernie Kovacs, 42, died in a late night car accident in 1962. Kovacs
had several drinks at a party held at director Billy Wilder’s house
when he decided to drive himself home. Authorities believe that
Kovacs lost control of the car while trying to light a cigar.
Kovacs died from mortal head and chest injuries, his body was found
hanging out the open passenger door, an unlit cigar near his right
hand.
Dead before their time,
1996

53. Miserly Misery.
Two
eccentric elderly sisters died in their Florida home after refusing
to buy heating oil. When social workers complained that their
delivered meals remained on the sisters’ porch untouched for two
days, Police forced their way into the women's ramshackle
two story house. Charlotte Robenstein, 83, her older sister,
Marion Seelig, and their cat all died of some combination of
exposure, pneumonia and malnutrition. The bodies were found amid
dusty piles and boxes of cash and valuables estimated to be worth
between 20 and 50 thousand dollars.
Miami Herald, December 3, 1982

54. Dumbster.
The crushed body
of Douglas Beatty, 36, a drifter, was found in a Pennsylvania
landfill site. It seems he went to sleep in a dumpster one spring
evening and was accidentally processed like common refuse. Beatty’s
family had been trying to locate him for 9 years to tell him that
he had inherited several thousand dollars.
Philadelphia Daily News, May 30, 1990

55. Hunk Flunk.
In 1984,
Jon-Erik Hexum was at the apex of his short career as the star
of Cover Up, a TV
show about international espionage and intrigue. The 26-year-old
Hexum played a Green Beret turned spy that traveled the world as a
male model. Hexum killed himself with a .44 magnum loaded with
blanks. Reportedly, he held the gun to his head and joked, “Let’s
see if I got one for me.” The blast sent a piece of skull into
Hexum’s brain. Doctors declared Hexum brain-dead six days later and
his family donated the young star’s organs for
transplant.
Dead before their time,
1996

56. Maestro Miscue.
Jean-Baptiste Lully (1632- 1687) was the “Music Master to the
Royal Family” in Louis XIV’s France. He died as the result of an
injury he sustained while conducting an orchestra. He accidentally
stabbed himself in the toe with the end his conductor’s staff.
Lully did not show the wound to doctors until gangrene had set in
and then refused to let the doctors amputate his toe. When the
gangrene had spread through his leg, he again refused a life-saving
amputation and died a few weeks later.
They went that-a-way..., 1988

57. B-Movie Death.
Actress,
Maria Montez, 31, moved from the Dominican Republic to the United
States to become a star. After two dozen forgettable “B” pictures,
Maria is better known for her unusual weight reduction regime and
its tragic results. To keep her weight below 125 pounds, Maria took
3-hour baths daily in steaming hot water and reducing salts. On
September 7, 1951, the young actress drowned after suffering a
heart attack caused by the heat of the
bath.
They went that-a-way...,
1988

58. Fatal Hide-and-Seek.
Primula
(Primmie) Niven (1918-1946) had only been in Hollywood a month when
she was killed by the town’s hi-jinks. Primmie and her movie star
husband, David Niven, had just moved from their native England and
were enjoying the hospitality at a party hosted by Tyrone Power.
The guests were playing a game called, “sardines”, where one person
hides, the lights are turned out, and the others must find and join
the hidden person until only one seeker is left. Primmie mistook
the door to the basement for a closet and fell down the stairs. She
died the next day from the resulting head
injuries.
They went that-a-way...,
1988

59. Cleric-al Error.
Controversial Episcopal Bishop, James Pike (1913-1969), died
trying to retrace the steps of Jesus of Nazareth. The Bishop and
his wife were determined to pray in the wilderness between
Bethlehem and the Dead Sea where they believed Jesus was tempted by
the devil. They did not follow a road and did not bring water
despite the ruggedness of the terrain and the high temperature (100
F). Their car got stuck in late afternoon and Pike soon collapsed
from exhaustion. Pike’s much younger wife pushed on and found a
work camp early the next morning. Army search teams looked for the
Bishop for six days before finding his body in a kneeling position
at the bottom of a 70 foot cliff. Authorities believed he had
fallen trying to climb the cliff some 3 or 4 days
earlier.
They went that-a-way...,
1988

60. No! Minister.
Conservative
Member of the British Parliament, Stephen Milligan, 45, enjoyed
masturbating while suffocating himself with a plastic bag. The
politician was found dead on his kitchen floor in lady's underwear,
with a plastic bag over his head and tied around his neck. The
coroner and police found no evidence of suicide or foul
play.
Agence France Presse, March 22,
1994

61. The Dying Wallendas.

Karl Wallenda (1905-1978) vowed to continue the family’s high wire
tradition after two members were killed and one paralyzed during a
performance in Detroit in 1961. In 1972, another member of the
troupe was electrocuted to death in West Virginia. On March 22,
1978, Wallenda fell to his own death during a walk between two
hotel towers in Puerto Rico. Wallenda’s descendants continue to
perform death defying high wire circus acts in fulfillment of
Karl’s motto, “The dead are gone and the show must go
on.”
They went that-a-way...,
1988

62. Gone in 60 Seconds.
Film
producer and director, Toby Halicki, 48, was killed during the
making of the sequel to his 1974 car chase movie,
Gone in Sixty Seconds.
Halicki was directing the film's climax, which called for the
toppling of a water tower. But the tower fell too early and Halicki
was hit by a utility pole that was pulled down by the falling
tower. Halicki was pronounced dead on arrival at a nearby hospital
in Tonawanda, New York.
Reuters,
August 21, 1989

63. Eraserhead II: The Donut Shop.
Actor, Jack Nance, 53, was best known for his role as the star
of the 1978 classic cult film, Eraserhead. Nance also appeared in
other David Lynch productions including the television
series, Twin Peaks.
Nance died within one day of instigating a fight with two young men
at a Pasadena donut shop. Nance was punched a number of times in
the head during the altercation but apparently did not seek any
medical attention. David Lynch commented that his friend was in bad
physical shape but when, "people irritated Jack... he'd be verbally
abusive... Jack always said he wouldn't be too hard to
kill."
Los Angeles Times, January 4,
1997

64. Playwrong.
Tennessee
Williams (1912   1983), the brilliant and passionate American
playwright became quite dependent on prescription drugs in his
later years. He apparently died after playing with a pill bottle
cap in his mouth. He inadvertently swallowed the cap and choked to
death in his Manhattan apartment.
Miami Herald, March 10, 1983






 Love & Paraphilia

65. Always Wear a Helmet.
Seventeen year old, Joseph McNulty Jr., an aspiring
race car driver, ended his racing career before it really got
started. The high school senior suffered fatal head injuries when
he leaned out of a school bus to talk to a girl. McNulty's head hit
a telephone pole as the bus was pulling away from Bay Shore High
School on Long Island, New York.
Newsday, May 3, 1996

66. Love Potion.
Gail Buscher,
43, of Lakeworth, Florida, died after using an unregulated
aphrodisiac she and her boyfriend bought at an adult bookstore. The
solution is not regulated because it is not sold as a drug but as
an "incense" or "room odorizer." These commonly available products
contain isobutyl nitrite. This poison creates a high by dilating
blood vessels and increasing the heart rate. A spokesperson for the
Florida Poison Control Centre explained, "It's very dangerous.
People don't realize that the high feeling they're getting is
because they're depriving themselves of oxygen." The mother of
three expired after spending three days in a
coma.
Associated Press, April 17,
1985

67. Play It Again, Jimmy.
Jimmy
"The Beard" Ferrozo, 40, an assistant manager at a Miami strip
club, was crushed to death between a naked dancer and the club's
ceiling. Ferrozo was having a few drinks with a
23 year old dancer after closing when one thing lead to
another and the two found themselves on top of the club's piano.
The piano was on a hydraulic lift system used in the opening of
another dancer's routine. The life of Ferrozo’s companion was saved
by the few inches of space provided by Ferrozo's body. According to
police, the young dancer, "was so intoxicated... she just remembers
waking up and being pinned on the piano."
Miami Herald, November 24, 1983

68. Deadly Romance.

After a few drinks, Renee Brown, 37, thought it would be fun to
surprise her boyfriend by arriving in the middle of the night
wearing only her nightgown. On the way over, Renee slipped and
knocked herself unconscious. Misfortune turned to tragedy because
Brown lived in Minnesota and was walking barefoot in February.
Brown’s frozen body was discovered by her children’s baby sitter.
The overnight temperature had dipped to minus 23
degrees.
Saint Paul Pioneer Press,
February 3, 1994

69. Rio Frio.

Although it is common for people to gain illegal entry to the
United States by swimming across the Rio Grande, swimming is a much
less common means of slipping across the country’s northern border.
A love struck Enrique Mendoza, 24, drowned trying to swim the 500
metres between Canadian and American islands in the frigid waters
of St. Mary’s River between Ontario and Michigan’s Upper Peninsula.
The water temperature was barely above freezing. Detroit police
said that this was Mendoza’s second attempt to be reunited with a
Minnesota woman he met while she was on vacation in Mexico. Mendoza
was turned back previously when the couple tried to cross the
bridge between Windsor and Detroit.
Toronto Star, May 26, 1997

70. Recipe for Disaster:

Pour alcohol and two quarrelling lovers into a fast-moving pickup
truck. Deborah Bayne, 31, was returning from a night of bar hopping
and was seated on the lap of her boyfriend in the passenger seat.
When an argument ensued, she decided it was time to leave and
jumped out the door. The initial search by her boyfriend, the
driver, and some neighbors was unsuccessful. The sheriff’s
department found Bayne’s body tangled in weeds in a ditch several
hours later.
Akron Beacon Journal, May
19, 1995

Autoerotic Fatalities.

There are over 150 published cases of people who have died
accidentally while masturbating or otherwise pleasuring themselves.
It is estimated that at least 50, and as many as 1000 such deaths,
occur each year in the United States. These “autoerotic fatalities”
happen in secluded locations and usually involve adult men using a
variety of dangerous means to restrict the flow of oxygen to the
brain (e.g., self-hanging, suffocation with a plastic bag, inhaling
toxic substances). The resulting hallucinatory state of
near-suffocation apparently enhances the sexual experience, but is
impossible to control with any degree of safety. Death typically
results when the participants’ safety devices fail. The next ten
stories present some less common examples of autoerotic
fatalities:

71. The Love Bug.

A 40-year-old airline pilot and Korean War veteran had a fatal
attachment to his 1968 Volkswagen Beetle. It seems he enjoyed
chaining himself by the neck to the rear bumper and running naked
behind the vehicle. The automatic transmission was set to low gear
and the steering wheel was tied off so the car moved in continuous
counterclockwise circles. Somehow the chain accidentally got
wrapped around the bug’s rear axle, pulling the pilot against the
left rear fender and choking the life out of him. The pilot was
married and the father of two children.
Journal of Forensic Sciences (1972) Volume 18

72. Nerd Love.

A 42-year-old successful engineer who lived with his parents
accidentally hung himself on a backhoe he called, “Stone.” The
engineer had previously sent friends photographs of Stone along
with love poetry he had written about his beloved piece of heavy
equipment.
Journal of Forensic
Sciences (1993) Volume 38-2

73. Vacuum Attachment.

A 77-year-old widower had a fatal heart attack during a ménage à
trois with his hair dryer and vacuum
cleaner.
Pathology (1994) Volume
26

74. Kinky Acres.

A 62-year-old farmer who suspended himself by the ankles from the
shovel of his tractor was crushed when his safety device (a 5-foot
length of lumber) broke. The farmer was found dressed in women’s
panties and shoes with 8-inch heels.
 Journal of Forensic Sciences (1993) Volume 38-2

75. Vegan Deep Throat.

A 29-year-old unemployed man choked to death while simulating
fellatio on a zucchini from his wife’s garden. The fellow actually
died on his neighbors’ doorstep after frantically gesturing for
help. The neighbors could not see, nor were they able to dislodge,
the vegetable.
Pathology (1994) Volume
26

76. Electric Shmuck.

A 32-year-old Australian miner living in the men’s dorm of a work
camp electrocuted himself when he wrapped one end of a necklace
around his penis and connected the other end to a live electrical
cord. The miner had apparently learned this technique of
self-gratification while working overseas where the electrical
current was 110 volts, half the voltage of
Australia.
Pathology (1994) Volume
26

77. Nature Lover.

A self-employed married father of three with a post-graduate
education died from exposure when he could not free himself from
his bondage gear. The man, in his fifties, was found in his
underwear hanging upside down from the limb of a tree in an
elaborate, but badly designed, system of nylon ropes. It is
theorized that exhaustion from trying to extricate himself hastened
his death.
Medicine and the Law (1982)
Volume 1

78. Copy Cats.

At least two people (a teenage boy and a 38-year-old man) with no
prior history of autoerotic activity died after copying the
techniques discussed on a television talk
show.
Journal of Forensic Science
(1988 & 1989) Volumes 33 & 34

79. Alligator Snitches.

One young man enjoyed administering mild shocks to his genitals
using the transformer from an electric train set. The last time he
did this, the transformer failed, electrocuting him with the full
household voltage. Finding their son’s body in such a shocking
state, the man’s family hid the transformer and other
paraphernalia. The embarrassed parents admitted their deception
when gently questioned by the police about the marks on their son’s
foreskin that were obviously left by alligator
clips.
Dead Men Do Tell Tales,
1994

80. Vicar ious Stupidity.

Reverand Paul De Fortis, 53, of London, England, accidentally hung
himself while acting out a solitary sexual fantasy. His shackled
and naked body was found suspended over his four poster bed by a
chain and black leather collar.
Reuters, March 9, 1992






 Snakes, UFO’s & Other
Nonsense

81. Rednecks and Rattlesnakes.

In January 1995, a 40 year old Georgia man became the
74th person to die from ritual snake handling. A number of small
evangelical churches in the Appalachian states interpret a passage
in the Book of Luke (16:17 18) as a commandment to handle
serpents. The death of some handlers does not seem to deter others.
They rationalize a death as the result of a lack of divine
"anointing", a momentary lapse of focus, or a test of faith.
Funerals for those lost to snake bite also include snake handling.
As one young snake handler who lost his uncle explains, "I believe
there always will be snake handling. It's just part of the Bible.
He told us to do it.'
Columbus
Ledger Enquirer, March 11, 1995

82. E.T. Call Back!
Laverne
Landis, 48, had received a message from “some higher power” to
drive to a desolate road in rural Minnesota and await further
instructions. Landis and a friend waited... for 4 weeks, living on
vitamins and lake water. When the vigil seemed to be taking its
toll on Landis, her younger male companion went for help. Rescuers
were too late; Landis had died from a combination of dehydration,
starvation and hypothermia.
Miami
Herald, November 19, 1982



83. Loser Dad.

A year after his 12-year-old son successfully sued him for
“divorce”, Ralph Kingsley, 35, killed himself in a bizarre
accident. To relieve stress, the unemployed Kingsley liked to go
outside his Missouri apartment and fire his semi-automatic 9mm hand
gun. On this occasion, according to his girlfriend and Kansas City
Police, Kingsley’s gun got tangled in the pocket of his sweat shirt
and went off, inflicting a fatal stomach
wound.
Akron Beacon Journal, January
12, 1993

84. Caught Dead.

A priest from Albuquerque was found dead in an adult bookstore in
Minneapolis. Father Eugene Schwartzenberger, 53, had just enjoyed a
few of the in-store movies when he slipped and hit his head on the
way up a flight of stairs. The Catholic cleric died hours later
from the swelling of his brain.
Saint
Paul Pioneer Press, November 4, 1988

85. Friends.

In late 1979, one young military washout attended the birthday
party of an ex-convict friend in Florida. The washout became quite
jealous and begged his friend to let him wear the .357 magnum the
ex-con received as a gift. Playing with the gun the washout
accidentally shot himself in the head. Instead of reporting the
shooting, the partygoers decided to put the deceased into a
sleeping bag and bury him at the county line. Word of the shooting
soon got out and the ex-con was under suspicion for murder because
he and his drinking buddies could not relocate the burial site. The
body was finally unearthed one year later. An autopsy confirmed
that the fatal gunshot wound was
self-inflicted.
Dead Men Do Tell
Tales, 1994

86. DIE it.

Leslie Eaton, 29, of Droitwich, England, died of heart failure
while asleep. The investigating pathologist, however, ruled that
the 6'1" woman died because she was too good at dieting.
Apparently, Eaton had lost 70 pounds over the last 5 months of her
life bringing her weight down to 168 pounds. The coroner suggested
that Eaton must have nearly starved herself to lose that much
weight and said that the loss was too quick for a woman of Eaton's
size. Eaton won several local diet contests just prior to her
death.
Associated Press, September 12,
1985

87. Surprise Visit.

Inexplicably, 31 year old, Rocky Benedetto, tried to
climb into a ground floor window at his father's suburban home near
Rochester, New York. Rocky's body was found by his father wedged
into a 9 inch opening, his feet hanging 18 inches from
the ground. Rocky was suffocated by the tight squeeze. The man’s
father was especially puzzled because he had given Rocky his own
key to the house.
Associated Press,
December 3, 1988

88. Nirvana Reduction Plan.

George Kojoree, 41, a Ghanaian student at England's Southampton
University, died from fasting. Kojoree accidentally starved while
trying to reach greater spiritual awareness. Kojoree's body was
found in his dormitory room about five days after he died from
emaciation and chromium poisoning. Chromium is a substance found in
meal replacements.
Independent,
October 22, 1993

89. Bash and Blast.

Pepper Rock, 33, got into a heated argument at a party and finally
pulled out his shotgun. The other combatant got in his car to drive
away when Rock used the butt of the shotgun to smash the man's
windshield. The gun got stuck and discharged, hitting Pepper in the
chest as he tried to pull it loose.
Sacramento Bee, May 21, 1988

90. Unnatural Selection.

An inquest jury in Leeds, England, ruled that Sarbjit Lall's death
after an abortion was the result of the woman's own misadventure.
The 29 year old married mother of 3 girls sought an
abortion halfway through her pregnancy after discovering that she
was expecting another daughter. Lall lied to the staff of her
family planning clinic because they would not allow an abortion on
the basis of the baby's sex. Although Lall died as the result of
medical complications, the jury ruled that the "devious and
dishonest" woman unnecessarily exposed herself to the risks of the
procedure so late in her pregnancy.
Independent, March 5, 1994

91. Fatal Hypochondria.

Julia Rice, 48, of Edenthorpe, England, died from an accidental
overdose of medication for a heart condition she did not have. This
was not the only revelation during the inquest into her death. It
was also discovered that, Rice, a gold medallist in the Paraplegic
Olympics, was not actually paralyzed. Rice had been using a
wheelchair and collecting disability benefits since an accidental
fall seven years earlier for which she received an insurance
settlement of more than $200,000.
Times of London, May 13, 1989

92. Terminal Tan.

Sun worshipper Sean Kelly, 39, of Dublin killed himself at the
tanning salon. The last day he attended the salon in January 1996,
Kelly was wearing a psoriasis lotion, against the advice of salon
staff. Half way through Kelly's 10 minute session, the
attendant said that the whole salon smelled of "burning tar." When
Kelly finally sought medical treatment two days later, 70 percent
of his body was covered with 1st degree burns, another 12 percent
of his skin had blistered. Kelly died from a heart attack a few
days after he was admitted to a local burn treatment
center.
The Irish Times, March 15,
1997

93. Dying to Grow Up.

In some parts of rural South Africa, the passage into manhood still
includes ritual circumcision and wilderness testing. Four
16-year-old initiates died and 36 were hospitalized during an
initiation exercise in Lusikisiki. The circumcision wounds were
infected and many suffered from malnutrition and
dehydration.
Agence France Presse,
July 18, 1996

94. CTRL-ALT-DEL.

New Jersey college student, Robert Keeper, 19, suffered a
catastrophic computer failure. Keeper got so frustrated with his
malfunctioning computer that he ran at his dormitory window and
smashed his fist through it. Keeper lost his balance, and plunged
13 stories to his death. Two other students in the room at the time
witnessed Keeper’s self-destruct sequence.
New York Times, September 12, 1995






 Dares, Games &
Jokes

95. P.E. Tragedy.

Singapore youth, Aik Tai Wee, 16, killed himself playing with a
hula hoop during gym class. The student lost his balance and
impaled himself on the dull end of a javelin that was planted in
the ground nearby.
Reuters, February
13, 1991

96. Bragging Kills.

Four Philadelphia teenagers drowned in the Schuylkill River after
one boasted that he could jump his mountain bike over the urban
river's muddy waters. Local fishermen who heard the boast thought
they had disabused the boys of the idea until they saw the boys'
pictures in the newspaper a few days
later.
Philadelphia Daily News,
October 14, 1994

97. Tragic Joke.

A 22 year old college student was killed after joking
with his friends that he would jump out of their moving car. Gavino
Cruz opened the passenger door just as the car made a left hand
turn. Cruz fell out and sustained massive head injuries after
making contact with the curb. He died a short time later. Cruz was
the youngest of 12 children and the first to attend college. Fellow
students donated money to the Cruz family who could not afford to
pay for the unexpected funeral expenses.
Long Beach Press Telegram, November 16, 1990

98. Reality Hurts.

High school student, Michael Shingledecker, 18, was apparently
dared to re-enact a scene from a movie, The
Program, where members of a college
football team lie down in the middle of a busy highway to prove
their courage. Shingledecker was killed, and a friend seriously
injured, on Pennsylvania State Route 62 outside of Pittsburgh. At
least one other teen has been killed and several others injured
re-enacting the same scene.
Long Beach
Press-Telegram, October 19, 1993;Post-Tribune, October 24,
1993

99. B-Careful.

Victor Guzman, a 16 year old 8th grade student, died
playing a word game. In the game called "B", players punch their
opponent after saying a word that starts with that letter. Guzman
taunted his opponent, "Is that as hard as you can hit?" then turned
red and collapsed. Guzman died in hospital that same
afternoon.
Miami Herald, February 25,
1993

100. Deadly Foreplay.

A Los Angeles couple enjoyed playing with guns. In addition to
target practice at the Beverly Hills Gun Club, the unidentified
twenty-something couple also enjoyed "dry firing", or pointing
unloaded weapons at each other and pulling the trigger. While
playing in bed to celebrate the wife's return from a trip, the
husband dry fired at his wife. The husband was killed,
however, when the woman reciprocated with a loaded weapon. It seems
that while the woman was away her husband loaded her gun for some
reason and forgot to empty it. The police officer in charge of the
investigation described dry firing as, "very poor
judgement."
Associated Press, August
18, 1987

101. Plum Creek Mobile Storm.

Desert Storm veteran, Daryl Smallwood, 22, died during a New Year’s
party at a friend’s mobile home. Police say that Smallwood died
after a friend restrained him in a headlock for several minutes
during a quarrel with his wife. The Smallwood family denied that
the couple were having an argument and described the incident as
simple “rowdiness.”
Charlotte
Observer, January 2, 1992

102. Lush Death.

Michael Lush, 25, died practicing a stunt he was to perform live on
a British television program, The Late,
Late Breakfast Show. The unemployed
construction worker was to escape from a suspended crate before the
crate exploded. During the fatal rehearsal, the crate did not
explode but fell 100 feet to the ground, killing its occupant. At
the time, the television network received 1000 applications weekly
from people wishing to perform similar stunts on the popular BBC
comedy program.
Associated Press,
November 13, 1986

103. Amazing Failure.

On the 64th anniversary of the Great Houdini's death, "Amazing Joe"
Burrus, 32, attempted an escape from a Plexiglas coffin buried
under 3 feet of dirt and 3 tons of wet cement. Despite pleas from
friends and family and a dismal trial run, Amazing Joe went ahead
with his stunt before a crowd of 150 which included his wife and
two children. The coffin collapsed while the cement was still being
poured. Burrus was crushed inside. An acquaintance commented,
"Houdini practiced everything again and again and again. Joe didn't
... do obvious things like test the strength of the
casket..."
Fresno Bee, November 2,
1990

104. Black Magic.

Aspiring escape artist, Aidan Burrows, 11, of London, England,
accidentally strangled himself trying to emulate his hero, Houdini.
Aidan's mother found his unconscious body on the floor of his
bedroom bound in chains and locks. Emergency technicians were
unable to revive him.
Reuters,
November 23, 1994

105. Games Girls Play.

April Hough, 20, died from a self-inflicted gunshot wound to the
head. Hough was playing Russian Roulette with a .38-calibre
revolver at a girlfriend’s house. Hough
lost.
Charlotte Observer, February 11,
1992

106. How to Impress Your Boss.

Chan Mo Kwan, 19, died at a barbecue at his boss' Hong Kong
home after making good on his boast that he could drink an entire
bottle of brandy in one attempt. Chan passed out instantly and
never regained consciousness.
Agence
France Presse, November 13, 1996

107. Paddle Prank.

Eighteen-year-old, Aaron Goebel, died during a romantic canoe
outing on Lake Eden in Alberta. Goebel and a friend were double
dating when the two young men decided it would be funny to strand
their girlfriends in the canoe by jumping out and taking the
paddles. The women paddled to shore by-hand; Aaron’s friend swam to
safety. And Goebel drowned when his feet got stuck in the lake’s
muddy bottom.
Toronto Star, July 8,
1997

108. Deadly Bridge Game.

Gunnar Pilqvist Stephan, a 30 year old Swedish
sailor, died trying to race a drawbridge in Saint Malo,
France. Gunnar was trying to catch up with friends who had made it
across the bridge before it started to rise. Instead of turning
back he grabbed onto the edge and was lifted 130 feet in the air.
Gunnar lost his grip and was killed immediately upon impact with
the concrete below.
Agence France
Presse, July 16, 1992

109. Concrete Waves.

Georgia teenager, Robert Johnson, 16, was killed surfing. Robert
caught a 55-mph wave on the roof of his friend's car. Johnson
managed to stand for three quarters of a mile before falling
onto the highway and sustaining fatal head
injuries.
Atlanta Constitution, June
20, 1991

110. Seatbelt Fatality.

An Indiana coroner reported one case of a 13 year old boy
who died because he was wearing a seatbelt. The seatbelt was lashed
around his ankles and tied to the hood of his friend's car at the
time. The young man was "car surfing" on a dirt road at about 40
mph when the driver lost control of the vehicle and rolled the car
into the ditch. The surfer was still tied to the car when the
rescuers arrived. They were unable to revive him. The coroner noted
that car surfing was featured in the 1985 movie,
Teen Wolf, starring
Michael J. Fox.
Journal of Forensic
Sciences (1992) Volume 37-6

111. Dead Pool.

Indiana teenager, Andre Hurt, 17, drowned in a hotel swimming pool
while attending a family reunion in St. Louis. Hurt, a
non swimmer, was standing in the shallow end of the pool when
he announced to friends that he was going underwater to see how
long he could hold his breath. A few moments later the friends saw
Hurt's body on the bottom of the deep end. Hurt could not be
resuscitated.
St. Louis Post Dispatch,
August 4, 1997

112. Reverse Dirty Harry.

At a card game with friends, Xavier Ricks, 19, pulled out a
revolver and loaded it with a single bullet then pointed it at his
three friends while pulling the trigger. Mistakenly thinking that
he was on an empty cylinder, Ricks pulled the trigger for the
fourth time with the barrel of the gun in his mouth. The Homicide
Bureau Chief commented, "We have been dealing with this kind of
incident for years. I've been carrying a gun for 30 years, and it's
an awesome responsibility."
Buffalo
News, April 24, 1994

113. Mercy Chicken.

Friends still dispute exactly how Graham Glickfeld, 31, of Fremont,
California, ended up being run over by a close friend. Some say
that Glickfeld, a life long sufferer of Tourettes's syndrome
finally got someone to take him up on one of his frequent offers of
money to end his tortured lonely existence. Others say Glickfeld
and his friend were simply playing
"chicken."
Chicago Tribune, December
31, 1989

114. Out with a Bang!

Tim Choate, 15, and his best friend, Michael Untersee, 13, killed
themselves spectacularly while playing with fireworks. The boys lit
the toy explosives while playing on top of a 20,000-gallon oil
tank, near Oklahoma City. The boys' bodies were found over 200 feet
away while the explosion itself could be seen for several
miles.
Associated Press, June 22,
1997

115. Wired.

Massachusetts fisherman, Barry Hines, 18, was electrocuted by
overhead electrical wires. Hines and a friend were walking home
after midnight one Friday night when Hines suddenly began climbing
a utility pole. The pole had climbing rungs for workers, which
began 6 feet above ground. Hines was killed when he touched
one of the 4000 volt electrical wires supported by the pole.
Power to area residents had to be shut off while rescue workers
disentangled Hines' body from the cable TV and telephone wires that
hung below the electrical lines.
Boston Globe, April 15, 1984

116. Banzai!

Napa California high school students were trying to set a
"clogging" record on a tubular slide at a local water park. One
teenager was killed and 32 were injured when 50 to 60 kids rushed
onto the 30 foot tall slide. One of the slide's seams broke
causing many of the students to tumble to the
ground.
Contra Costa Times, June 5,
1997

117. Lethal Stealth.

Elizabeth Gould, 16, died sneaking out of her Virginia home at
11:30pm. Gould was pushing one of the family cars backwards down
the driveway so the car's engine would not alert her parents. Gould
lost control of the car and crashed into a fence. Gould's parents
woke from the noise to find their daughter's body crushed between
the open driver's door and a fence post.
Richmond Times Dispatch, October 21, 1995






 Stupidity On The
Job

118. Death of the Party.

Garry Hoy, a 39 year old Toronto lawyer, crashed through his
office window and plunged 24 floors to his death. Hoy was
demonstrating the tensile strength of the skyscraper's windows
during an office party. As he had done on several other occasions,
Garry ran shoulder first at the sealed window from across the room.
Garry specialized in securities.
Ottawa Citizen, July 12, 1993

119. Use Your Head.

A trucker's helper known as, Ofori, died in Hohoe, Ghana, when he
attempted to carry a 340 pound basket of fish on his head. Ofori
managed the weight for a few seconds but collapsed before reaching
his truck.
Agence France Presse,
February 9, 1995

120. World's Worst Watchman.

A 28 year old construction worker, known as Junior,
drowned in the lake he was protecting from trespassing swimmers.
Junior's boss let him stay on the property in return for chasing
off local kids who liked to party and swim at the remote spot.
Junior's co workers came looking for him when he didn’t show
up for work one day. They found Junior's body, clad only in
underwear, floating in the lake. Since the property's trailer did
not have a shower, friends believe Junior drowned while washing up
for dinner the night before.
Miami
Herald, August 21, 1987

121. Rocket Scientist.

Before every flight of a U 2 spy plane from NASA's Ames
Research Centre in Mountain View, California, a technician must
check the pilots' equipment. Oxygen helmets are tested for leaks
using nitrogen instead of oxygen used because oxygen is highly
flammable. For some reason, Ronald Johnson ignored safety
procedures and wore one of the helmets during the test. The
29-year-old Air Force Veteran was quickly
suffocated.
Associated Press, February
27, 1986

122. Real Dumb Waiter.

Jerry Smith, 47, has the dubious distinction of being the first
human fatality associated with the Exxon Valdez oil spill. Smith, a
kitchen worker aboard one of the clean up vessels, decided to
accompany some produce in the ship’s dumbwaiter. Unfortunately for
Smith, there was not enough room at the top of the dumbwaiter shaft
and he was crushed to death.
San Jose
Mercury News, May 25, 1989

123. Dough Head.

A 19 year old unidentified worker was killed when he fell
headfirst into an industrial dough mixer at a pasta factory in
the Bronx, New York. The worker lost his footing while loading the
machine. The victim's distraught supervisor claimed, "This has
never happened in the 40 years I've been in the
business."
Reuters, October 27,
1994

124. Elevator Grudge.

A 90 year old self employed elevator mechanic in
Pittsburgh was crushed to death by an elevator he installed 50
years earlier. William Beatty and the other workers at the site had
thought that they had turned the electricity off before Beatty
started work inside the elevator car. The bystanders were unable to
pull Beatty to safety when the elevator suddenly lurched upward,
crushing the veteran mechanic's legs between the floor of the car
and the top of the elevator door frame.
Associated Press, March 5, 1988

125. Didn't See, Fargo.
An unnamed Florida landscaper was pulled into a wood chipper
after trying to clear a jam with his hands. The man's
co workers only noticed something wrong when they heard the
wood chipper stop. His remains were found among the chopped palm
fronds.
Tallahassee Democrat, May 31,
1997

126. Blundy's Blunder.

David Blundy, 44, an English reporter was covering the guerilla
warfare in El Salvador. When he arrived to cover a particular
skirmish he was shot and killed by government troops. Blundy
unfortunately was wearing a dark blue shirt very similar to those
worn by the rebel troops. In describing Blundy's cause of death as
"misadventure," the coroner commented, "This is the most clear
example of someone in the course of duty entering a course of
conduct which is dangerous."
UK Press
Gazzette, July 9, 1990

127. Modern Problems?

Vivian Philcox, a London cabaret dancer during the early 1930's,
overdosed on "slimming" pills. She was apparently unhappy with the
progress she was making so she increased the dosage against her
doctor's advice. Vivian took at least 17 of the pills during the
last two days of her life. The coroner commented, "Modern feminine
fashions demand a slim figure and many women will do almost
anything to attain that object and so gratify their
vanity."
Times of London, March 19,
1934; reprinted March 19, 1992

128. Squeeze Play.

Pamela Orsi, 27, was killed trying to break up a fight between
Alice and Cha Cha. Her peacekeeping instincts lead to tragedy in
this case because the combatants were female Asian elephants. The
young zookeeper became caught between the two enormous pachyderms
and died from fatal head injuries. Orsi's death was the first
animal related death in the history of the San Diego Wild Animal
Park.
Los Angeles Times, March 15,
1991

129. Roulette Payoff.

The widow of security guard, Bruce Money, sued for worker's
compensation benefits after her 34 year old husband shot
and killed himself playing Russian roulette at work in August 1989.
The widow argued that Money's death happened at work and that his
employer knew that Money liked to play Russian roulette. A
Pennsylvania appeal court overruled a lower court's decision to
award benefits, and stated that Russian roulette is not "a normal
incident of employment."
Philadelphia
Daily News, Thursday, April 10, 1997

130. Counting Accident.

Junior Zookeeper, Robin Silverman, 24, was mauled to death in 1985
by two young Siberian tigers at the Bronx Zoo. Silverman's parents
sued the architects and builders of the lion enclosure. The
companies were cleared of blame by a jury, which heard that it was
standard procedure to make sure all the lions are in their shelter
before entering the enclosure. One of the defending lawyer's
explained, "She didn't do it that day. She went into the exhibit
without counting the tigers. Our defense was that the system is
simple and foolproof."
Newsday, April
8, 1995

131. Judas Priest!

British actor, Antony Wheeler, 26, hung himself accidentally on
stage in front of an audience of 600 at a hotel in Northern Greece.
Wheeler was playing the part of Judas in the musical,
Jesus Christ Superstar. The part required him to fake his own hanging at the end of
one act and free himself when the stage went dark. The audience and
actors were horrified to find Wheeler's body hanging from the
scaffolding as the next act opened.
Reuters, August 18, 1997

132. Gilligan.

An unnamed mate of a fishing boat went missing during a marlin
fishing tournament near Morehead City, North Carolina. He was
assisting in releasing a 400 pound specimen when the fish made
a run for it. The mate's leg somehow got entangled in the fishing
line and he was yanked into the ocean. The body of the married
expectant father had not been recovered at the time of original
publication.
Richmond
Times Dispatch, July 3, 1994

133. Cowskinning Blues.

George Streat, 60, an employee at Stockton slaughterhouse, was
apparently killed by simply working too close to the hide-stripping
machine. Streat was decapitated by the cutting action of the
powerful machine's chains. Traumatized co workers were sent
home early.
Sacramento Bee, June 24,
1993

134. From Dust to Sawdust.

John Farren, 35, was killed trying to make ends meet while on
strike from his job with the local telephone company. A friend gave
him work sweeping up sawdust at a lumber company in Manchester, New
Hampshire. On his first day at the job, Farren somehow wedged
himself headfirst in a sawdust chute. Farren choked to death by the
time rescuers dismantled the chute to free
him.
Boston Globe, October 13,
1989

135. Down the Drain.

Oren Levy, a 22 year old Israeli sewer cleaner, refused
to wear a gas mask even after three members of his family choked to
death on noxious sewer fumes. Within one year of the accident that
claimed the lives of Levy's father and two brothers, Levy succumbed
to toxic fumes in the same sewer. "He wanted the work of this
father to go on," his mother mourned, "that all of the empire which
he built up for 30 years wouldn't
collapse."
Reuters, August 14,
1997

136. The Pause that Kills.

Denwood Shell, a sergeant in the National Guard died while
attending a training exercise in Turkey. During exercises troops
must adhere to "noise and light discipline" during the night. A
spokesperson explained that no light or noise is allowed, "If you
have to get up in the middle of the night, you do it with as much
stealth as a human can muster." Shell apparently tripped in the
darkness and impaled himself on a tent peg, tearing his intestines.
Despite surgery, Shell died within a few days of the
accident.
Washington Post, October 11,
1989






 Planes, Trains &
Automobiles

137. Didn't See It Coming.

Hector Perez of the Bronx was killed by the 5:15 subway train. The
44 year old commuter died trying to retrieve his
eyeglasses after they had fallen onto the
tracks.
New York Times, March 31,
1996

138. Wile Erick Coyote.

The body of Erick Banks, 20, was discovered on top of a railcar in
Dartmouth, Nova Scotia. Police said that Banks was hitching a ride
when the train must have "encountered some obstruction" that caused
Banks' fatal injuries. Beep! Beep!
Halifax Chronicle Herald, July 26, 1994

139. Chicken à la King.

Early one Sunday morning, four Edmonton area residents raced to
their deaths in a pickup truck. The group was playing chicken with
a train, trying to beat the locomotive to the next level crossing.
Tracy Littlechild, 28, owned the pickup truck, but the police could
not be sure who was actually driving. By the time the mile long
train came to a full stop one half mile after impact, the pickup
was completely destroyed.
Western
Report, April 13, 1992

140. Corolla Crushes Californian.

A 63 year old woman was crushed to death by her own car
in her own driveway. Apparently, Barbara Levens of Thousand Oaks,
California, did not properly set her parking brake before she
walked to her mailbox at the end of the driveway. The Deputy
Sheriff who discovered the body said, "It looked like she was
trying to get out of the way or to stop the car from rolling, and
she couldn't."
Los Angeles Times,
August 2, 1996

141. Human Speed Bump.

Retired hardware salesman, William Kay, 73, ran himself over with
his car, 10 times. Kay had stopped his car at a newspaper box in
his retirement village. Kay left the car running and failed to
shift the transmission firmly into "park". After Kay got out, the
car slipped into reverse and ran him over. Because the wheels were
turned tightly left, the car continued reversing in a tight circle,
running over Kay 9 or 10 more times. One horrified witness was
injured trying to pull the keys from the ignition. The car
eventually came to a stop against a tree.
Miami Herald, June 24, 1987

142. Spinster Wipeout.

Seventy-year-old Norma Cooper missed her freeway cut-off, so she
stopped and reversed across four lanes of rush hour traffic.
Several cars narrowly missed rear-ending Cooper until she crossed
in front of an unlucky transport driver. Police congratulated the
trucker who swerved against the guardrail and managed not to
involve any other vehicles. Cooper’s car was crushed and she died
at the scene.
Toronto Star, April 12,
1997

143. Mind the Gap.

Much of the Bay Area Rapid Transit (BART) system operates on
elevated tracks. A fact well known to 3 year employee Gerald
Albury. At one station the 48 year old train operator
inexplicably exited out the wrong side of the train, plummeting 30
feet to the parking lot below. Albury became the first BART
operator in 21 years to die on the job.
San Jose Mercury News, October 6, 1993

144. Assisted Matricide.

An unidentified 28-year-old Wichita woman was run over by her
10-year-old son. The boy wanted his mother to move her car so he
and his friend could play basketball in the driveway. Against the
child’s protestations, the mother insisted that the boy operate the
vehicle with her directing from behind. The woman stumbled while
walking backwards causing the boy to panic and hit the gas instead
of the brake pedal. The car came to a stop only when it hit the
front of the family’s house.
Toronto
Star, May 25, 1997

145. Up, Up and Away.

Keith Hirsch, 37, was killed trying to hang on to his business.
Three years earlier the laid off aerospace engineer mortgaged his
house to buy a $300,000 blimp which cost $1000 a day to operate and
$37,000 a year to insure. Hirsch and a crewmember were having
difficulty landing the craft and at one point both were outside the
blimp trying to secure the craft to the ground. The airship got
loose, lifting the two into the air. The crewmember let go early
and was not injured. Hirsch hung on and was carried 200 feet aloft
before losing his grip and falling in front of his family and crew.
The unpiloted craft wreaked havoc with San Francisco air traffic
for several hours before it was guided safely to the ground by the
down draft from a helicopter. An official of the Federal Aviation
Administration commented, “I have never heard of anything like
this.”
San Jose Mercury News, February
27, 1995

146. Death on the Rails.

The body of a 65 to 70-year-old man was found when a coal train
dumped its 110-ton load of Montana coal in Brainerd, Minnesota. The
drifter’s effects included several hundred dollars in cash, but no
identification. Cause of death was listed as a “crushed
aorta”.
Saint Paul Pioneer Press,
August 11, 1993

147. Stream of Conductivity.

A former medical examiner of New York City used to tell colleagues
about an apparent subway suicide in which the body was badly
mangled. Witnesses saw the young man suddenly fall forward onto the
tracks before an approaching train. The Irish-Catholic parents of
the deceased young man could not accept that their son had killed
himself. Upon re-examination, the coroners found burn marks on the
man’s penis, right thumb and index finger. They concluded that the
young man was urinating on the subway tracks from the platform when
his stream reached the electrified third-rail. Urine contains many
salts and therefore conducts electricity better than water. The
electricity may have killed the young man before he was hit by the
train.
Dead Men Do Tell Tales,
1994

148. Escalator to Heaven.

Darryl Jackson, 37, of Washington D.C. was strangled when his coat
and T-shirt got stuck in a subway escalator. There was nothing
mechanically wrong with the escalator. An official explained, "It's
pretty difficult actually to get a coat ... especially on the upper
part of your body, caught in the steps... without you either
physically lying on the escalator or sitting down on the
escalator."
Associated Press, March
12, 1997

149. Self Defeating Argument.

Fay Greene, 14, did not want to visit family friends and let her
mother know it. Fay continued the dispute with her mother while
they motored to their destination in the English countryside. The
disagreement was settled when Fay left the family van while the
vehicle was still moving at the posted speed. The teenager died
within minutes from massive head injuries.
Times of London, April 15, 1995

150. Hoosier Shenanigans.

James McIntosh, 20, made good on a dare to touch a train passing
through Mishawaka, Indiana. However, McIntosh was so focussed on
touching the eastbound train that he did not notice the
115 car westbound train approaching on the very same tracks on
which he was standing. The engineer derailed some of the cars while
braking in an unsuccessful attempt to avoid killing
McIntosh.
Chicago Tribune, November
12, 1993

151. Flying Frigid Air.

Terrence Reynolds, 34, a Toledo housing contractor died after
stowing away on an airplane. Instead of continuing on a planned
Bahama vacation, Reynolds climbed into the landing gear compartment
of a plane bound for Germany. Despite the fact that he was wearing
a down filled parka and thermal underwear, authorities believe
Reynolds froze to death. The temperature at 33,000 feet is well
below freezing. Reynolds' body was found on the tarmac a few
minutes after the plane landed in Frankfurt. Although Reynolds was
recently divorced and was awaiting sentencing for passing bad
cheques, his family did not think Reynolds was suicidal and was
surprised by the bizarre accident. According to his brother,
Reynolds, "always talked about wanting to see
Europe."
Associated Press, January 9,
1986

152. Just Let Go!

Ronald Weed, 65, died when his car door slammed on his head. The
Bay Point, California resident was pushing his stalled car when the
car started to roll faster than Weed could run. Weed hung on to the
driver door and the floor of the car as he was dragged off the
road. The open door hit a tree and smashed into Weed's head causing
fatal injuries.
Contra Costa Times,
June 28, 1997

153. Dumber than a Locomotive.

Ryan Pennington, 18, and a few friends in Buena Park, California,
wanted to see what it was like to stand within inches of a fast
moving train. Unfortunately for Pennington, he lost his balance and
fell in front of the 200 ton locomotive as it was screeching
to an emergency stop. A railroad spokesperson lamented, "There are
suicides, people playing chicken with trains – we've seen people
foolishly jogging down the middle of the tracks with a Walkman
radio on. We've even seen people lay down between the rails to
prove to friends at a party that a fast moving train rolling
over them won't kill them... they wind up
dead."
Los Angeles Times, April 20,
1994

154. Tube Surfing.

In the late eighties, an English coroner warned the London subway
to take precautions against "tube surfing", after the death of an
18 year old who was killed riding on the side of a subway
car. The daredevil sport apparently originated on the commuter
trains of Rio de Janiero where it has killed an estimated 150 young
people.
Independent, December 1,
1988

155. Wrongway Chang.

Leo Chang, 49, of Rockville, Maryland, managed to drive for at
least one mile in the wrong direction on Washington DC's Capital
Beltway before slamming head on into a van. Chang was killed
instantly in the early morning crash. The other driver suffered a
broken pelvis. "It was only a matter of a few seconds before I
realized that someone's in my lane coming towards me... there was
little or no time to react. I feel fortunate to be alive." The
death was the third accident within three weeks caused by someone
travelling the wrong way on a major DC area highway. Chang was the
only fatality.
Washington Post, March
30, 1997






 Do It Yourself

156. Fatal Phobia.

Sixty three year old London accountant, Arthur
Spears, was so fearful of hospitals that he performed surgery on
himself. Spears inserted an 18 inch piece of wire into his
bladder in an attempt to relieve the pain he had been experiencing
while urinating. The coroner observed, "Unfortunately this drastic
remedy went wrong. It caused infection in his bladder and led to
his death when a simple operation would have solved the
problem."
Reuters, December 1,
1994

157. Do Not Adjust Your Set.

Five Quebec City residents were electrocuted while installing TV
antennae in two separate incidents on September 14, 1991. Madame
Bernier watched in horror as her husband, son, nephew, and a young
neighbour were killed when the 50 foot tower they were installing
fell against a live wire. Meanwhile, Robert Gauthier, 49, was
electrocuted when his ladder came in contact with a wire carrying
59,000 volts.
Vancouver Sun, September
16, 1991

158. Joan Crawford Vindicated.

Assistant Chef, Peter Guttoso, 20, killed himself with a coat
hanger. He was trying to free his car's jammed antenna, when the
wire hanger he was using slipped, stabbing him in the face, just
below the eye. Guttoso soon developed blurred vision and was
declared brain dead the following day. The coroner said that
Guttoso died of an "inter cerebral hematoma". The stab wound
caused massive internal bleeding in his brain, shutting down vital
bodily functions. Guttoso's family donated his heart, lungs and
kidneys to waiting transplant recipients.
Miami Herald, January 12, 1995

159. At Death's Door.

James Christiana, 47, was strangled by his garage door. Christiana
was trying to repair the door by himself when his T shirt got
caught in the main spring, causing him to lose balance and fall
from his ladder. Christiana's 65 year old mother
responded to his screams by handing him a pair of scissors.
Christiana was unable to free himself and was dead by the time
neighbors could get him down.
Miami
Herald, December 21, 1984

160. Jackgas Tragedy.

Amateur auto mechanic Ezzart Aboul Housn, 30, was killed by
the improper placement of his car jack. First, Aboul Housn was
crushed when the jack slipped and pierced his car's gas tank. Then,
the leaking gas was ignited by his work light causing an
explosion that incinerated Aboul Housn and set his house
afire.
Miami Herald, May 22,
1982

161. Amateur Chiropractor.

California Ironworker Michael Paul, 42, routinely cracked his neck
whenever he felt a kink. He did the same thing after church one
Sunday, but soon felt ill and was comatose by the time his brother
drove him to a hospital. Paul died after 12 days in a coma. The
Coroner said that the crack severed one of the main arteries to
Paul’s brain, killing a section of his cerebellum and brain
stem.
Akron Beacon-Journal, January
20, 1996

162. Ph.Dead.

Education expert, Dr. Joseph Miller, died trying to jump-start his
truck. Miller informed his office that he would be late then set to
charging his truck’s battery with another car in his garage.
Miller’s wife found his body slumped over in the seat of the second
car some seven hours later. The cause of Miller’s death was carbon
monoxide poisoning.
Charlotte
Observer, February 21, 1993

163. Ad for Triple A.

Terry Roach, 43, was choked to death by her car. Terry was pushing
her disabled car to a gas station from behind the open driver's
side door. She pushed into a parked car, causing the door to close
on her neck strangling her.
San Jose
Mercury News, July 16, 1990

164. External Combustion.

Allen Ingram, 17, was at a bonfire party when he decided to check
the contents of his motorcycle’s gas tank. The bike slipped from
his grasp spilling gasoline on Ingram and the bonfire. The flames
engulfed Ingram and caused the bike to explode. Ingram suffered
3rd degree burns to 90% of his body and died from his
injuries.
 Charlotte Observer, April
18, 1992

165. More Like, Get
Smart.

French teenager, Romain Laine, 17, was a big fan of the TV
show McGuyver. The
title character always managed to save the day by fashioning
fantastic devices from ordinary objects. Laine killed himself in
1992 with a homemade bomb. His mother blamed the French TV network
that broadcast the series and sued the company for
manslaughter.
New York Times, November
30, 1993

166. Bird Dropping.

Stefan Macko, 55, died cleaning out his bird feeder. Macko fell 23
stories to his death when the chair he was standing on rolled out
from under him. Unable to regain his balance, Macko fell over his
balcony railing.
San Jose Mercury
News, May 18, 1993

167. Killer Cardigan.

An 80 year old blind organist and piano tuner was
strangled to death by his sweater. The man was working alone at his
home in Bourges, France, when a thread from his sweater got tangled
in the power drill he was using.
Agence France Presse, June 5, 1992

168. Ignore this Warning.

On January 5, 1997, Chuck Yazell, 26, of Nicholas County, Kentucky,
joined a long list of people nuked by their own microwaves. Yazell
was working on the unplugged appliance when he was electrocuted by
the charge stored by the appliance's capacitor. In 1990, after 11
similar deaths, a national safety alert was issued and all ovens
now bear prominent labels warning people not to repair the
appliances themselves. Nevertheless, according to the Consumer
Product Safety Commission, 10 people have been killed since 1994 in
similar accidents, which also results in over 7,000 visits to
American emergency rooms every year.
Lexington Herald Leader, January 8, 1997

169. Gulf War Casualty.

Korean War veteran, Ronald Kline, 52, died demonstrating his
support for American troops in the Persian Gulf. Kline was putting
the finishing touches on his new 25 foot high flagpole
next to his hilltop mobile home in California. The pole snapped
sending Kline and his ladder for a 50 foot fall down the
hillside. Kline later succumbed to the internal injuries he
sustained.
Los Angeles Times, January
16, 1991

170. Poor Sleeper.

Brian Kearney, 26, was planning to replace his waterbed's plastic
liner the following morning when he went to sleep beside the new
sheet of plastic. Sometime during the night he became entangled in
the liner and asphyxiated himself. Authorities had ruled out the
possibility of suicide because Kearney had just started a new job,
decorated his Christmas tree and planned to see friends the next
day.
Columbus Dispatch, December 16,
1989

171. Major Trauma.

Eric Barcia, 22, took a break from his McJob to go bungee jumping
from a train bridge with a homemade bungee cord. Barcia made the
cord from several of the small bungee cords sold everywhere to keep
parcels on bike carriers and secure trunk lids. "The length of the
cord that he had assembled was greater than the distance between
the trestle and the ground," a police spokesperson explained.
Police expected an autopsy to confirm the cause of death as, "major
trauma."
Washington Post, July 13,
1997






 Death Sports

172. Ski Don't.

Late one Saturday night in January, four snowmobiling buddies
drowned when their machines broke through an ice covered lake north
of Toronto. One of the men, Mark Moore, 28, had just lost a machine
at the same spot two weeks earlier. One officer told Moore's sister
the painful truth, "He lost his life but he didn't lose his beer."
The police found 9 bottles of beer in the pockets of the recovered
bodies.
Toronto Star, January 23,
1996

173. Winners can be Losers.

Twenty years after claiming a gold medal at the Tokyo Olympics, Ken
Sitzberger, 38, was battling a drug habit and personal debts
totaling almost $2 million when he hosted a fatal new year's party
at his San Diego home. The former diving champ, described as a
fierce competitor, died after he hit his head on the back of a sofa
during a fight he started with a friend. Police ruled the death
accidental and would only say that the cause of the friendly
scuffle was not related to drugs or money.
Miami Herald, March 4, 1984

174. Tragic Temper Tantrum.

Upstate New York teenager, Jeremy Brenno, killed himself with his
No. 3 wood. Brenno, 16, had just missed a shot on the 6th hole when
he smashed his club against a bench. Half of the club broke off,
bounced back at Brenno, and pierced his
heart.
New York Times, July 11,
1994

175. Dead as a ...

Door salesman, Kenneth Pierry, 31, fell 100 ft to his death after
climbing on to a railing during his first visit to Toronto's
SkyDome Stadium. His friends denied that Pierry had been drinking
or trying to jump from one pedestrian ramp to the
next.
Toronto Star, August 14,
1992

176. Don't Try This At Home!

On New Year's Day, Vince Jorgenson, a 20 year old
professional snowboarder, died in his own backyard. Jorgenson was
performing tricks for his friends when he slammed chest first into
his patio railing. Jorgenson died of a massive heart
failure.
Toronto Star, January 4,
1997

177. Professional Stupidity.

Laura "Dinky" Patterson, 43, a "professional" bungee jumper died
practicing for the Superbowl half time show. She bounced to
her death in front of hundreds of volunteers (including children)
who were also rehearsing. Patterson's husband and sister were also
part of the bungee troupe. A stagehand with a gift for
understatement told the press, "She hit her head
hard."
Bradenton Herald, January 25,
1997

178. Bambi's Revenge.

Darrell Swihart, 52, bled to death on the last day of Ohio deer
hunting season. His body was found amid a dozen spent shotgun
shells. Apparently, Swihart fell from his lookout in a nearby tree
and succumbed to his injuries after firing his gun several times to
signal his distress.
Akron Beacon
Journal, December 15, 1996

179. Sunday Swamp Surfing.
Teddy
Hoffman, 12, died from massive head injuries while surfing shallow
wetlands on a plywood board. The board was at the end of a
10 foot rope attached to a pickup truck driven by Teddy's
father. Forensic experts are not sure whether Teddy's head hit the
board, the road, the truck or something
else.
Miami Herald, August 14,
1985

180. Unforgettable.

Ivan McGuire, 35, a skydiver with some 800 jumps under his belt,
fell 10,000 feet to his death because he forgot to put on his
parachute. McGuire was apparently too preoccupied with his duties
videotaping a group of other skydivers to notice that he was
missing the most basic equipment of the sport. In 1987, 28 of the
more than 2,000,000 jumps that took place across the U.S. resulted
in fatalities.
Charlotte Observer,
April 11, 1988

181. Guns Really Do Kill.

John Murray, 46, was killed by his Chinese lightweight
semi-automatic rifle. The gun was billed as, “The Cowboy’s
Companion.” Murray was loading the weapon on a table at his gun
club when it started to fire several shots. Not having a proper
grip on the rifle meant that Murray could not control the recoil.
The gun jumped off the table firing one of the bullets into
Murray’s back causing fatal injuries. The gun finally came to rest
under the tire of Murray’s truck. More than two years after
Murray’s death, his family agreed to a settlement of $1.4 million
from the companies who imported and sold the
weapon.
San Jose Mercury News, January
8, 1993

182. Dead Lift.

David Busby, 29, died trying to get into shape. Busby and a friend
had just assembled a new multi-station home gym that uses heavy
rubber straps to transform body weight into usable muscle building
resistance. Busby began experimenting with the system after his
friend left and somehow got his chest stuck between one the straps
and the hardware. Busby was unable to resist the pressure for long
and suffocated.
Saint Paul Pioneer
Press, August 8, 1995

183. Australian Rules.

More than 20 Australians have killed themselves fishing in 1995 and
1996. Most of the deaths have been along the treacherous pacific
coast of New South Wales, near Sydney. “It’s amazing how you can
get carried away by fishing and just forget about the basic
elements of common sense,” commented a local police officer.
“You’ve got to check out the tides, the weather conditions, wear
the right shoes – essential conditions like that.” Few people
survive after they are swept into the ocean and dashed against the
rocks by the beautiful yet deadly surf.
New York Times, February 16, 1997

184. Water Hazard.

Two men drowned at Toronto area golf courses in two separate
incidents during July 1996. Both men were commercial divers
involved in salvaging golf balls from water hazards. Retrieved golf
balls sell for about $1 each.
Toronto
Star, July 26, 1996

185. Wing Nuts.

On April 11, 1996, Lloyd Dubroff of Pescadero, California, died as
his light plane was taking off into bad weather in Cheyenne,
Wyoming. Dubroff's 7 year old daughter, Jessica, was at
the controls. Also in the plane was Jessica's flight instructor,
Joe Reid. The trio were trying to break the record for youngest
pilot to fly across the United States. Only bad weather interfered
with the mother's plans to have Jessica’s 9 year old
brother, Joshua, perform a fly-over during Jessica's backyard
funeral service.
New York Times, April
16, 1996

186. Rocketchute for Sale.

Scott Overacker, 39, was the 5th person to die trying to beat
Niagara Falls. The California stuntman’s plan was to go over the
falls on a jet-ski then activate his rocket/parachute which would
lift him up and allow a controlled descent to safety. Overacker’s
parachute, however, did not open and he fell 180 feet to his death.
Police describe the fall, “like hitting cement.” Several people in
the weekend crowd caught the failed stunt on
video.
Columbus Ledger-Enquirer,
October 2, 1995

187. Record Carelessness.

Steve Eidekin, 20, died flying a kite. The California college
student was trying to break the world’s record for the largest kite
when he launched his 14,000 square-foot kite. Unfortunately,
Eidekin’s leg got tangled in the line and he was taken aloft. A
college spokesperson explained, “It was a freak accident. He got
free ... but he could not hold on.” Eidekin was pronounced dead on
arrival at a Long Beach hospital.
Miami Herald, September 25, 1983

188. Grand Entrance/Exit.

Freshman football player, Brian Spruill, 17, died rushing to a team
meeting at Bethany College, West Virginia. Spruil mistook a window
for an open door and ran through it. A piece of the plate glass
window tore through his chest and stabbed him in the heart. Spruil
died of his injuries the following day.
Associated Press, October 9, 1984

189. Human Lobster.

The body of an unidentified California diver was discovered by a
fisherman entangled in the line from one of his lobster traps. The
man apparently got separated from his diving buddy with less than
15 minutes of air in his tank and somehow got ensnared in the line
between the trap and its bright styrofoam
marker.
Los Angeles Times, October 11,
1987

190. Gonzo Self Destructo.

Bow hunter, Leroy Kassman, 43, killed himself deer hunting.
Kassman, alone at the time, apparently was climbing up an incline
holding one of his 3 remaining arrows when he slipped and fell,
stabbing himself in the chest. Kassman bled to death before his
brother and friend found him the following
day.
St. Louis Post Dispatch, October
27, 1994

191. Mountain Falling.

Two British mountain climbers fell 3,000 feet to their deaths when
they stopped to have their photo taken on Europe's tallest
mountain, the Aiguille Bionassy, on the Italian French border.
Mark Haseler and Clare Kempster were tied together with a third
climber who untied himself to take the picture. The two climbers,
in their 30's, fell when Kempster slipped trying to retrieve her
backpack that was sliding down the mountain. A British climbing
expert commented, "It is quite a straightforward climb for
experienced mountaineers; but like any mountain, it is a very
serious place to be."
Independent,
July 24, 1997

192. Bench Wacker.

Michael Wacker, 14, was killed by a bench. Wacker and two friends
were watching a local baseball game in Syracuse when they decided
to rock the bench they were sitting on. The bench toppled onto
Wacker causing fatal head injuries.
Wichita Eagle, June 19, 1993

193. Deadly Dismount.

Robert Balbirer, 48, was killed after leaving a Baltimore Orioles
baseball game. The elevator in an area parking garage became stuck
between floors. Balbirer and the other passengers did not heed the
instructions of the police dispatcher to stay put until help
arrived. The doors were pried open and a number of passengers
jumped safely to the floor below. Balbirer lost his balance upon
landing and fell backwards down the elevator shaft, landing in the
basement 2 floors below.
Baltimore
Morning Sun, September 8, 1995

194. Hall of Shame.

Brooklyn baseball player, Micael Marano, 12, is the only person on
record having been killed by a pitching machine. Marano suffered a
fatal heart attack when he was hit by the final pitch of his
practice session. Marano apparently twisted too far while trying to
hit an inside pitch, exposing his chest to the fast moving
baseball.
Phoenix Gazette, June 30,
1994






 Death Takes A
Holiday

195. Say Grated Cheese!

Timothy Rowe, 24, of Madison, Wisconsin, died having his photograph
taken. Rowe was standing at the edge of the Grand Canyon for a
souvenir snapshot when he slipped and fell to his
death.
New York Times, November 11,
1993

196. Expensive View.

A US Navy dental technician died trying to maximize her view of the
Atlantic Ocean. Susan Swanson, 25, was leaning over the balcony of
her sixth floor hotel room when she fell 60 feet to the
parking lot below.
Miami Herald,
February 20, 1990

197. Ship of Fool(s).

Vacationing engineer, Timothy Dyer, 25, died when he could not find
the cruise ship's pool. After several drinks, Dyer climbed a pole
and attempted to dive into the pool. He crashed into the deck just
2 feet shy of his target.
Miami
Herald, February 20, 1984

198. Deadly Demonstration.
James
Bagby, 21, showed his friends what could happen to them if they
weren’t careful around the waterfall near his family’s favorite
vacation spot. According to the Sheriff’s Department, Bagby slipped
and plunged 100 feet to his death after warning his friends to be
careful because they were about to cross “a bad
spot.”
Charlotte Observer, August 3,
1987

199. Buy the Postcard Instead.

A 70 year old tourist, Ingrid Mason, fell 300 feet to her
death. The elderly woman was trying to climb the Huana Picchu peak
overlooking the Inca Ruins of Machu Picchu near
Cuzco,Peru.
Reuters, April 4,
1997

200. Uphigh, Downunder.
The
spring of 1989 was a deadly season for Australia’s booming balloon
industry with four accidents causing 17 deaths. Three people were
electrocuted when their balloons came into contact with power
lines. A fourth died from her injuries when she jumped out of the
same balloon and fell 100 feet. Thirteen others plummeted 3,000
feet after two balloons collided. As a result of the accidents, the
government ordered a review of safety standards in the industry,
which had grown from 3 to 163 balloons in just four
years.
Reuters, October 15,
1989

201. Death is Cheap.

Daniel Gutierres, 37, gave his life trying to save 5 bucks.
Gutierres was visiting friends in St. Paul, Minnesota, when he dove
from a paddleboat to retrieve a $5 bill. Gutierres was with his
13 year old friend when the boy's money blew out of the
boat. Although Gutierres was not wearing his life jacket and could
not swim, he went after the money anyway. When Gutierres got into
trouble the boy threw the Gutierres both life jackets. Gutierres
was unable to grab either and went under before rescue personnel
arrived. The boy retrieved the $5 bill as it floated by during the
search for Gutierres' body.
St. Paul
Pioneer Press, July 17, 1997

202. Flipping Fatality.

Chad Hughes, 18, was looking forward to graduation and a
scholarship to Arizona State University when he died showing off to
friends in a Mexican bar. Hughes performed a series of back flips
across the room before he fell on his head, severing his spinal
cord and cracking his skull. Hughes died from a heart attack while
being treated for his injuries. Hughes’ mother said that she always
told Chad not to do those back flips but her son was a, "party,
party, fun type kid. He had a great life, and he died having
the fun he always did.”
Arizona
Republic, May 30, 1991

203. Grave Mistake.

Twenty one year old, Raymond Jones, buried himself
alive playing at the beach on Hatteras Island, North Carolina. The
computer-engineering student was sitting at the bottom of the
9 foot hole that he had dug when the hole collapsed. Jones
body was recovered about one hour later through the frantic efforts
of bystanders who used their hands, shovels and a backhoe. "Ever
since he was little he always dug holes – just never that deep,"
said Jones' mother.
Washington Post,
August 9, 1997

204. Pier Pressure.

Merette Whelan, 17, of Cork, Ireland, was enjoying her first summer
as a high school graduate when she fell to her death. Late one
night, Whelan was sitting on a pier and asked a friend for a
hand up when her foot got caught in a mooring ring and she
fell backwards off the pier, pulling the friend with her. Whelan
fell into rocks 14 feet below while the other girl escaped
serious injury because she fell into deeper
water.
Irish Times, August 19,
1996






 Deadly Pets

205. Beware of Dog.

Mark Russell, 24, drowned trying to rescue his dog after it fell
through thin ice on an Ontario lake in late January. Russell's
stepfather then drowned trying to save Russell. The dog swam safely
to shore.
Toronto Star, January 23,
1996

206. Once Bit, Twice Die.

Joe Peters, 23, had his throat ripped out by his roommate's two
bull terriers. Peters was still recovering from the last time the
dogs attacked him. A month earlier, he was hospitalized for 12 days
with a punctured lung and bites to his arms and legs. On the night
of his death, Peters had recovered enough to resume his past time
of drinking then taunting and kicking the
dogs.
Toronto Star, August 16,
1995

207. Sssam Wantsss A Sssnack!

In Commerce City, Colorado, a 15 year old boy was found
strangled to death. The culprit was found nearby – his older
brother's 11½-foot Burmese python. The family was shocked because
the cold blooded carnivorous reptile had never been
"aggressive" before.
New York Times,
July 22, 1993

208. Maxed Out.

William Roach, 58, replaced his Rottweiler with a more ferocious
dog after it allowed a robbery of Roach's home in Manchester,
England. Unfortunately, the new Alsatian, Max, was just a little
too ferocious. Max attacked and killed Roach because he moved the
dog's food bowl. Roach had been warned about Max's attachment to
his bowl by the dog's previous owner. Roach bled to death after the
dog tore an artery in his leg during the
attack.
Independent, June 19,
1991

209. Historic Encounter.

Richard Oley, 65, was butted to death by a ram while out for a walk
in the country. The bookstore owner died from massive injuries to
his upper body. The coroner ruled the death a misadventure
explaining, "It has not been known in the history of agriculture
for such an event to take place. It was therefore an unique and,
hopefully, isolated event."
Independent, February 7, 1991

210. Kennel Crush.

Although they had been declined a license to operate an animal
shelter, Melany Campos and her younger sister continued to care for
stray and unwanted dogs at their 2 acre farm. Campos' love
affair with animals turned tragic when the 60 year old
slightly built woman was crushed by four 40 pound bags of dog
food. Campos' sister, a doctor, unsuccessfully tried to resuscitate
Campos who had been under the bags for several hours. The local
coroner speculated that Campos suffocated under the weight. The
sister tried to make sense of the accident, "My sister knew that
she wasn't supposed to touch the bags because they were stacked so
high; but maybe she was trying to reach something . . . I am still
unsure."
Los Angeles Times, August 24,
1996
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