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China is in the process of drafting its 15th 
Five-Year Plan for National Economic 
and Social Development covering the pe-
riod of 2026-30. The document will serve 
as one of the major roadmaps toward 
China’s goal of modernization by 2035. 
As part of the drafting process, a one-
month online public consultation began 
on May 20, with the collected opinions 
and suggestions to be summarized and 
provided as reference for decision-making 
by the central leadership.

China’s five-year plans are for-
mulated on the principles of sound, 
democratic and law-based decision-
making. In May, President Xi Jinping 
provided core instructions on the work 
concerning the compilation of the new 
plan, emphasizing the need to continue 
adhering to these principles to create a 
strategic blueprint that integrates top-
level design with advice sought from 
the public. Earlier, in late April, Xi 
convened a symposium in Shanghai to 
outline the overall requirements, deter-
mine the goals and tasks and propose 
approaches and measures for the plan. 

The use of medium- and long-term 
plans to guide economic and social 
development is a distinct advantage 
of China’s system of governance, 
providing the continuity and stability 
necessary for the successful achieve-
ment of visionary goals. In 1985, Xi, 

a member of the Standing Committee 
of the Communist Party of China 
Xiamen Municipal Committee and 
Executive Vice Mayor of Xiamen, 
Fujian Province, led the formulation 
of the city’s development strategy for 
the period until 2000, giving an early 
demonstration of his ability to com-
bine visionary foresight with practical 
governance. Many of the ideas and 
measures in the plan were innovative 
and forward-looking, such as the clear 
statement that while developing the 
economy, it is essential to maintain 
ecological balance.

Global transformations unseen in a 
century are unfolding at an ever-increas-

new period of turbulence and change, 
with frequent occurrence of risk events 
that greatly increase uncertainties. 

China’s 15th Five-Year Plan 
will focus on the future and commit 
to achieving new breakthroughs in 
science and technology innovation, in-
dustrial upgrading, green development 
and people’s wellbeing, according to 
available information.

The plan, adapting China’s devel-
opment efforts to changing situations, is 
vital not only for ensuring the continued 
success of China’s modernization drive, 
but also for the stable development of 
the global economy. BR   
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MISSION  
ACCOMPLISHED!

Shenzhou-20 taikonaut Chen Dong performs extravehicular activities outside China’s orbiting Tiangong space 
station on May 22. 

Three Shenzhou-20 crew members on board Tiangong worked for about eight hours and completed their 

They installed a debris protection device and inspected and maintained external equipment. 

http://www.bjreview.com
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new journey of interplanetary 
exploration.

Smoking Rate  
Decline
Beijing has reduced its adult 
smoking rate to 19.2 percent 
among residents aged 15 and 

decline since the city imple
mented strict tobacco control 
measures a decade ago, ac
cording to municipal health 
authorities.

Data from the Beijing 
Municipal Health Commission 
revealed notable gender dispari
ties, with male smoking rates at 

percent for women. Smoking 
prevalence remains highest 

(22.9 percent) and lowest in the 

including the Ministry of 
Human Resources and Social 
Security, outlines 20 measures 
to advance fairness, inclusive
ness and the use of digital  
technologies.

improve service standardization 

service catalog, the guideline 
says, adding that services 
across different regions should 
be further coordinated.

The guideline also stresses 
the importance of publishing 
employment information, while 
calling for the “proactive and 
timely inclusion” of those fac

assistance programs.
China’s job market has re

mained generally stable recently, 
with the surveyed urban unem
ployment rate on average down 
from 5.2 percent in March to 5.1 
percent in April, according to the 
National Bureau of Statistics.

Dietary Guidelines
China’s national nutrition and 
health steering committee 
has released a set of dietary 
guidelines aimed at promoting 
healthier eating habits among 
the population and addressing 
the country’s growing obesity 
problem, Xinhua News Agency 

The new guidance advocates 
the increased consumption of 
three key food categories—
vegetables and fruit, whole grain 
and aquatic products.

The guidelines emphasize 
the importance of including 
vegetables in every meal 
and consuming fruit daily. 

aged to eat at least 300 grams 
of fresh vegetables each day, 

accounting for more than half 
of the total. Fresh fruit intake 

progress made under Beijing’s 
tough smoking ban, enacted in 
2015, which prohibits smoking in 
all indoor public places, work
places and public transportation 
throughout the city.

A health impact assess

Academy of Medical Sciences 
and the Beijing Center for 
Disease Prevention and Control 
projected the regulation has 
averted hundreds of thousands 

 
hospitalizations.  

Bolstering  
Employment

a guideline aimed at providing 
more “accessible, equitable and 
professional” public services to 
bolster employment.

The guideline, issued by 
 

XIN
H

U
A

Locally Born Cubs 
Female giant panda cub Jia Jia plays at the Ocean Park Hong Kong in Hong Kong Special Administrative Region 

same day. The pair were born last August and their parents are Ying Ying and Le Le, the giant pandas gifted by 
the Central Government to the SAR. 

Asteroid Mission

, on May 29, an 
endeavour to shed light on the 
formation and evolution of 
asteroids and the early solar 
system.

carrier rocket, the probe lifted 
off from the Xichang Satellite 
Launch Center in Sichuan 
Province in southwest China.

The mission aims to achieve 

long expedition: collecting 

which is more distant than Mars.
Shan Zhongde, head of 

the China National Space 
Administration, stated that the 

 mission represents 
a momentous step in China’s 

http://www.bjreview.com
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should range from 200 to 350 
grams per day.

The latest dietary guidance 
comes amid growing concern 
over rising obesity rates. Data 
from the National Health 
Commission show that the com
bined overweight and obesity 
rate among Chinese adults has 
reached 51.2 percent. Without 

surpass 70 percent by 2030.

Nuclear Power 
Units
Construction of two new nuclear 
power units, utilizing domesti

Hualong One nuclear technol
ogy, began on May 23 in the 
southern Chinese port city of 
Fangchenggang in Guangxi 
Zhuang Autonomous Region, 
marking the beginning of a 
major expansion of the country’s 
key nuclear energy base.

units at the Fangchenggang 
Nuclear Power Station will 
each have a capacity of over 1.2 
million kilowatts (kw) and are 
expected to generate a com

(kwh) of electricity annually 
upon completion, according to 

XIN
H

U
A

the Guangxi Fangchenggang 
Nuclear Power Co. Ltd.

The Fangchenggang project 
plans to have six nuclear power 

both using Hualong One, en

respectively.
By the end of March 2025, 

the four operating units at 
Fangchenggang had generated 

electricity, equivalent to saving 

dard coal and reducing carbon 
dioxide emissions by roughly 
131 million tons.

Once fully completed, the 
Fangchenggang nuclear power 
base will boast a total installed 

an annual electricity output of 
53 billion kwh.

greatly contribute to Guangxi’s 

quality economic development.

Winter Sports 
Training Center
Harbin in Heilongjiang Province, 
host city of the Ninth Asian 
Winter Games in February, is 

Cultivating Success 
A staff member checks the growth of young durian trees at a durian 
industry park in Baoting Li and Miao Autonomous County, Hainan 

XIN
H

U
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Celebrating 
Biodiversity 
A performance during the International Day for 

Heilongjiang Province, on May 22. The forests  
surrounding Yichun boast rich biological diversity 
and beautiful scenery. 

sports training center aimed at 
boosting the development of 
winter sports across Asia, Xinhua 
reported on May 23.

The Olympic Council of 
Asia (OCA) praised the suc
cessful hosting of the games 
in February and proposed 
designating Harbin’s ice venues 
and nearby Yabuli’s snow 

facilities as a premier training 
hub. On the second day of the 

in Kuwait on May 12, the OCA 
signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) with the 
Chinese Olympic Committee 
and the Municipal Government 
of Harbin. According to the 
MoU, the three sides will build 
the training center together.

http://www.bjreview.com
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Modern Corporate 
Systems
In an ongoing push to make 
Chinese enterprises “more dy
namic, resilient and competitive,” 

 
made public a guideline on 

corporate system with distinctive 
Chinese features.

The document was released 

Communist Party of China Central 
Committee and the State Council, 
China’s highest state administra
tive organ.

China expects to establish a 
modern corporate system with dis
tinctive Chinese features in eligible 

so that they can maximize their 
roles in promoting innovation, 
supporting industrial upgrade and 

ties, the guideline said.
By 2035, China shall see a 

more refined modern corporate 
system with distinctive Chinese 
features, which will boost the global 
competitiveness of Chinese  

enterprises and lay a solid foun

companies.
The document devoted a spe

cial chapter to enhancing incentive 
mechanisms for innovation within 

sures to innovate organizational 
structures, optimize resource al

design of incentive systems.
It also called for efforts 

to leverage the role of capital 
markets in enhancing corporate 
governance. Listed companies 
are encouraged to bring in 
institutional investors holding 

shareholders. Moreover, the infor
mation disclosure system in the 
governance of listed companies 
shall be improved to promote 

Industrial Firm 
Growth

with an annual main business 
revenue of at least 20 million 

four months of the year, up from a 

ter (Q1), data from the National 
Bureau of Statistics (NBS) showed 
on May 27. 

3 percent compared to the same 
period last year.

percent of major industrial sectors, 

NBS said.

in equipment manufacturing rose 

percentage points from Q1. The 

recorded faster growth, with profits 
rising by 9 percent year on year 
during the period. The ongoing 

percent in biopharmaceuticals and 
27 percent in aircraft manufacturing.

The country’s AI Plus initiative 
continued to gain traction, driving 

equipment manufacturing more 
than doubled, while integrated cir

increase.
Smart technology manu

facturers also delivered strong 

vehicle smart devices, unmanned 
aerial vehicles and wearable tech 

Enterprises 

enterprises were established in the 
Chinese mainland, representing 

percent, the Ministry of Commerce 
said on May 23.

From January to April, foreign 
direct investment (FDI) in the 
Chinese mainland in actual use 

billion), down 10.9 percent year on 
year, according to the ministry.

The actual use of FDI during 

6  BEIJING REVIEW JUNE 5, 2025   

NUMBERS 

Up 0.8%

China’s Service Outsourcing Industry in January-April 
 (All growth rates are y.o.y.; $1=7.19 yuan as of May 29)

Total value

Offshore service outsourcing contract value

524.75 bln yuan 301.26 bln yuan Up 9.7%

http://www.bjreview.com
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manufacturing industry and at 
231.25 billion yuan ($32 billion) in 
the services industry.

aerospace equipment manufactur

chemical pharmaceutical manufac

medical instrument and equipment 
manufacturing sector.

Investment from the 
Association of Southeast Asian 

on year during the period, and 

percent, according to ministry data. 
Investment from Switzerland grew 

Republic of Korea by 22.3 percent 
and from Germany by 12.3 percent. 

Hydropower Capacity
China’s reservoirs and dams rank 

installed capacity, according to the 

Commission on Large Dams, held 
in Chengdu, capital of Sichuan 

According to data from the 

China had constructed more 

installed hydropower capacity 

including 377 million kilowatts of 
conventional hydropower.

Annual hydropower gen

percent of China’s total renewable 

show.
China’s total reservoir storage 

capacity is approaching 1 trillion 

billion cubic meters. Reservoirs 
supply 270 billion cubic meters 
of water annually and support the 
cultivation of about 35.5 million 
hectares of farmland.

Negotiations

have fully completed negotiations 

Free Trade Area (CAFTA), the 
Ministry of Commerce (MOFCOM) 
said on May 21.

The achievement was an
nounced during a special online 
meeting of economic and trade 

countries on May 20, according to 
the ministry.

The CAFTA 3.0 will send a 
strong signal in support of free 
trade and open cooperation, an 
MOFCOM official said, noting that 
the agreement will inject greater 
certainty into regional and global 
trade, and serve as a model for 

win cooperation.
The negotiations, which began 

in November 2022, concluded in 

formal talks.
The upgraded agreement 

introduces nine new chapters 
covering areas such as the digital 

economy, green economy and 
supply chain connectivity, 
MOFCOM said.

The CAFTA 3.0 will become 
a modern, comprehensive and 

agreement, as these additions 
will facilitate deeper regional 
economic integration and 
enhance industrial and supply 
chain integration between the 
two major developing econo
mies under new circumstances, it 
added.

Moreover, the CAFTA 3.0 will 
provide important institutional 

supplying lasting momentum for 

munity with a shared future and 
promoting common prosperity 
and development for both sides, 
the ministry said.

Both sides will actively advance 
their respective domestic signing 
and ratification procedures, with the 
goal of formally signing the CAFTA 
3.0 upgrade protocol before the 
end of this year, according to 
MOFCOM.
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With Singapore

With the United States

With Hong Kong Special Administrative Region

220,000

Offshore service outsourcing executed contract value  

Up 8.9%

of foreign-funded enterprises

By the end of April 

new employees had joined China’s service outsourcing 
industry  

146.56   
bln yuan

Offshore service outsourcing executed contract value  

 (Source: Ministry of Commerce)

56.3 
bln yuan   

56.74 
 bln yuan   

46.49 
bln yuan

http://www.bjreview.com
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CAMBODIA 
Part of the China-Cambodia “Golden 

Dragon-2025” joint exercise, a live-force 
land-air drill is underway in Kampong 

Chhnang Province on May 28 

ISRAEL 
Protestors call on the government to 

and come to an agreement with the 
Palestinian Islamic Resistance  
Movement (Hamas) in Tel Aviv  

on May 28 

MALAYSIA 
The opening ceremony of the plenary  

session of the 46th Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations Summit in Kuala Lumpur on 

May 26, with greater regional integration and 
resilience against trade and economic  

disruptions high on the agenda 
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FRANCE 
Passengers wait inside Cannes Train 
Station after a power outage struck 

southeast France on May 24

UNITED STATES 
The Harvard University campus in Cambridge,  

Massachusetts, on May 24. A U.S. federal judge issued 
an injunction blocking the Donald Trump administration 

from revoking the legal status of foreign students  
studying and working in the country on May 22 

UNITED KINGDOM 
Aerial footage of an incident in 

which a car ploughed into a crowd 
celebrating Liverpool Football Club’s 
Premier League victory in Liverpool 
on May 26. Twenty-seven people 
were taken to hospital and two  

suffered serious injuries, including 
one child

XIN
H

U
A

XIN
H

U
A

XIN
H

U
A

THIS WEEK

http://www.bjreview.com


http://www.bjreview.com10  BEIJING REVIEW JUNE 5, 2025   

THIS WEEK PEOPLE & POINTS
 

“When we talk about infrastructure for 
integration, we should think beyond trade. 

It’s also about labor mobility, about enabling 
Latin American citizens to enjoy greater  

independence and opportunity  
within the region.”

Lina Luna, a Sinologist and professor at the School of 
International Relations at the Externado University of Colombia, 

in a recent interview with Xinhua News Agency, saying 

Road Initiative is a historic step for the country

“When women lead, they protect not only 
themselves but their families and their 
communities and their countries. When 
they participate in politics, in security 
forces, in peace processes, the impact  

is transformative.”
Sima Bahous, UN Women Executive Director, on May 22, 
as she called for recognizing reproductive violence as a 

distinct category of harm

Tech Meets Tradition
Oriental Outlook
May 15
In one of the most talked-about perfor-
mances at this year’s Spring Festival 
Gala, a major annual variety show 
broadcast on Chinese New Year’s 
Eve, 16 humanoid robots, dressed in 
flamboyant peony-prints, joined hu-
man dancers for a synchronized Yangko 
routine, a traditional folk dance popular 
in China’s northeastern provinces. The 
routine became an instant online sensa-
tion, sparking a widespread discussion 
about how technology is reshaping 
the way traditional culture is seen,  

DIRECTOR WINS SPECIAL AWARD AT CANNES FILM FESTIVAL
On May 24, director Bi Gan won the Special Award at the 78th Cannes Film 

Resurrection, known in Chinese as Kuang 
Ye Shi Dai
honored in the festival’s top-tier main competition.

Resurrection, Bi’s third directorial feature, consists of six chapters 
and is set in a post-apocalyptic future where humanity has lost the 
ability to dream.

previous credits include Long Day’s Journey Into Night (2018), 
which had its world premiere at the Un Certain Regard section of the 
2018 Cannes Film Festival, and Kaili Blues (2015), which won him 

Flexible Fridays
Gmw.cn
May 27

In a move that has stirred debate across 
Chinese social media, the city of Mian-
yang in Sichuan Province has unveiled a 

-
ible workweek. While its adoption is left 
entirely to the discretion of employers, 
the initiative encourages regions to con-
sider granting employees Friday after-
noons off.

Mianyang is not alone in the national 
push for work-life balance reforms. 
Since 2015, the year the State Council, 
the country’s highest state administrative 
organ, issued a directive calling for more 

including Zhejiang and Guangdong, have 
experimented with similar schemes.

Local authorities are hoping that the 
extra half-day off will allow for more 
weekend getaways and expand the ra-
dius of micro-vacations, while sparing 
travelers the congestion and inflated 
costs typically associated with national  
holidays.

Despite its potential benefits, the na-
tionwide adoption of the 2.5-day weekend 
remains a distant prospect. Bridging that 
gap will require both technological and 
policy support: Businesses could lever-
age AI and other digital tools to relieve 
employees of routine tasks, while the 
government might consider offering in-

pilot the new schedule.

http://www.bjreview.com
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“As economic integration deepens through 
initiatives like the Regional Comprehensive 
Economic Partnership, Asia’s role in shaping 

multilateralism will continue to expand.”
Maya Majueran, director of independent and pioneering  
organization Belt & Road Initiative Sri Lanka, in an article  

published by Xinhua on May 26

“We aim not only to let bionic vision 
systems ‘see’ the world but also ‘see 

clearly’ and ‘understand’ it.”
Zhang Dawei, a professor of optical engineering 

at the University of Shanghai for Science and 
Technology and leader of a research team that 
recently made a major breakthrough in the field 
of bionic vision, inspired by the compound eyes of 

insects, laying a new path for microscopic  
 

development

experienced and engaged with.
Across China, similar efforts are 

bringing new life to heritage sites and 
cultural institutions. In Xi’an, Shaanxi 
Province, for instance, visitors to the 
Huaqing Palace are treated to a digital 
rendering of the love story between 
Emperor Xuanzong (reign 712-756) 
of the Tang Dynasty (618-907) and his 
consort Yang Yuhuan. Spectacular land-

lake are brought to life using holographic 
projection, underwater stages and naked-
eye 3D displays. 

A similar blend of innovation and 
tradition is making waves in the digital 
entertainment sector. Major advances in 
visual effects have catapulted both Black 
Myth: Wukong, an action-adventure 
video game that draws inspiration from 
the classic Chinese literary work Journey 
to the West, and Nezha 2, the second 

the top of download charts and the global 

There is growing optimism that, 
with the backing of supportive policy 
measures, China’s cultural landscape 
will continue its digital transformation—
providing fresh models for preserving 
tradition in a modern context, and new 
avenues for global audiences to connect 
with Chinese heritage.

WINNER OF THE WORLD WOMEN’S SNOOKER CHAMPIONSHIP

Bai Yulu defeated Thai snooker player Mink Nutcharut 6-4 in Dongguan, 
Guangdong Province, to take her second consecutive World Women’s Snooker 
Championship title on May 27.

At the 2024 World Women’s Snooker Championship, Bai became the first 
player from the Chinese mainland to win the women’s world title. At the 2024 

matches at a professional ranking event.
Bai, born in 2003, began professional training at the age of 9. 

winning the championship in the junior category. A year later, 
she took the runner-up position at the World Under-21 Snooker 
Championship.

Robots in the Ring
Guangzhou Daily
May 27
On the evening of May 25, the world’s 
first-ever humanoid robot boxing tourna-
ment, the China Media Group World Robot 
Competition, kicked off in Hangzhou, 
Zhejiang Province. After several intense 

Real Steel, the championship title ultimate-
ly went to AI Strategist, a robot controlled 
by operator Lu Xin. 

Training robots with real-world data 
can be extremely complex and expensive. 

way for tech companies to collect data 

and improve how fast a machine can 
learn. The competition on May 25 not 
only demonstrated how far humanoid 
robots have come, with notable break-
throughs in motion control, perception 
systems and real-time operation, but also 

-
ics scene. 

Beyond the spectacle, the event also 
gave companies a chance to test their 
robots, identify weaknesses and push for 
further technological upgrades. 

For now, these robot fights still rely 
on human operators behind the scenes. 
But as robots learn to walk, jump, dance 
and now fight, they are quickly pushing 
the frontiers of digital intelligence.

http://www.bjreview.com
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Students watch a robot 
soccer game at a primary 
school in Xi’an, Shaanxi 
Province, on May 26
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n July 1956, the First Automobile Works 
in Changchun, Jilin Province—part of the 
country’s traditional northeastern indus-

the People’s Republic of China (PRC). 
This achievement was a glimpse into the 156 
key projects outlined in the country’s First Five-
Year Plan (1953-57). Fast forward to 2024, and 
thanks to high levels of automation and intelligent 
manufacturing, major Chinese automaker BYD’s 
factory in Shenzhen, Guangdong Province, is able 
to roll out a new electric vehicle every minute, 
highlighting the advancements in high-end manu-
facturing as detailed in the 14th Five-Year Plan 
(2021-25).

The five-year plan, also known as the Five-
Year Plan for National Economic and Social 
Development, is a key guiding document for 
China’s medium- to long-term economic and 
social progress. It outlines the country’s overall 
goals, main tasks and policy orientation across 

-
portant tool for national governance. It is one of 
the few medium- to long-term planning systems in 
the world that has been retained and successfully 
implemented, showcasing the unique advantages 
of the socialist system with Chinese characteris-

for Contemporary China Studies at Beijing-based 
Tsinghua University, told Beijing Review.

Hailing the five-year plans as “strategic and 
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PLAYING 
THE LONG 

GAME
The strategic blueprint behind China’s  

development—one five-year plan at a time By Lu Yan

-
cal commentator Martin Jacques 
told Xinhua News Agency, “The 
five-year plans are suited to the 
Chinese mentality and the Chinese 

implementation of the 14th Five-
Year Plan. The 2025 Government 
Work Report, released in early 
March, underscores the importance 
of fully completing the plan’s objec-
tives, so as to lay a solid foundation 
for a strong start to the 15th Five-
Year Plan (2026-30).

The evolution
Since the launch of the First Five-
Year Plan, these plans have not only 
guided China’s transformative devel-
opment but also evolved to meet the 
conditions and challenges of each era.

For example, the First Five-Year 
Plan was introduced in the early years 
following the founding of the PRC in 
1949, when the economy was weak 
and the industrial base was almost 
nonexistent. As a result, the plan fo-
cused heavily on industrialization and 
the development of heavy industry in 
particular.

In contrast, with the country’s fast 
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with broad public participation. A plenary session of 
the CPC Central Committee puts forward its proposals 
for the formulation of the plan. The State Council, the 
highest state administrative organ, then drafts an out-
line for the plan, which is later reviewed and approved 
by the National People’s Congress, China’s national 

-
sequently implemented.

Throughout the entire process, public input and expert 
opinions are carefully considered. These arrangements 
gather insights and experiences from different sectors,  

Yan stated that the decision-making process includes 
multiple rounds of discussions, research and feedback, 
with the goal of gathering diverse opinions and maximiz-
ing quality input from all parties involved.

This process typically spans several years. For in-
stance, the drafting of the current 14th Five-Year Plan, 
adopted in 2021, began as early as 2018.

The outcomes
Tangible results have been achieved under the plans’ 
guidance. The First Five-Year Plan, for instance, laid 
China’s industrial foundation via concentrated ef-

period saw the establishment of the world’s largest 
high-speed rail network in China, which has revolu-
tionized domestic travel by greatly reducing travel 
time.

“From a historical perspective, the five-year plans 
serve as a step-by-step arrangement to ensure policy con-

Yan explained.
Moreover, not just planning is emphasized, but also 

implementation and evaluation. “Research indicates a 
high accomplishment rate for the goals set in these plans, 
demonstrating that strategic visions have been turned into 

Under the 14th Five-Year Plan, China remains the 
world’s largest economic growth engine, contributing ap-
proximately 30 percent to the world economic growth.

Between 2021 and 2024, China’s annual GDP growth 
rates were 8.6 percent, 3.1 percent, 5.4 percent and 5 per-
cent, respectively. Although the growth rate has slowed 
down compared to previous years, it still outpaces that of 
other major economies.

China has also established a complete industrial sys-
tem, encompassing 41 major industrial categories, 207 
subcategories and 666 detailed categories, according to 
the National Development and Reform Commission. This 

is the world’s most complete manufac-
turing ecosystem, capable of producing 
virtually every industrial product cat-
egory, and its industrial chain is rapidly 
upgrading to higher-end sectors.

The country has made strides in 
technological innovation, achieving 
breakthroughs in fundamental research 
and core technologies across numerous 

science and computer science. 
In 2024, total research and devel-

opment funding in China exceeded 
3.6 trillion yuan ($500 billion), with 
the ratio of investment in research and 
development to the country’s total eco-
nomic output steadily increasing to 2.68 
percent, surpassing the average level of 
European Union countries.

Moreover, the country has greatly 
improved its social welfare support, 
focusing on stabilizing employment 
and increasing income. Approximately 
50 million new urban jobs have been 
created during the 14th Five-Year Plan 
period, with resident income keeping 
pace with economic growth. Public 
services and social security have been 
progressively strengthened through 
concrete measures: annual pension in-
creases, more seamless cross-province 
medical care settlements and expanded 
community service offerings. In par-
allel, environment quality has also 
substantially improved nationwide. 
Food and energy security levels have 
reached historic highs, with steady im-
provements in the resilience and safety 
of related industrial and supply chains, 
along with stronger financial sector 
safeguards.

China’s transportation infrastruc-
ture continues to break records, with 
operational high-speed rails now span-
ning 48,000 km, accounting for 70 
percent of the global total; while high-
way networks extend across 190,000 
km, maintaining the world’s top posi-
tion. Additionally, total computing 
power has doubled and data production 

development, the Sixth Five-Year 
Plan (1981-85) included social devel-
opment goals, reflecting the broader 
reforms being implemented across 
various sectors, including science 
and technology, education, culture 
and healthcare. The Ninth Five-Year 
Plan (1996-2000) aimed for moderate 
prosperity, while the 13th Five-Year 
Plan (2016-20) emphasized achieving 
a moderately prosperous society in all 
respects.

One major characteristic of the 

quantitative targets. The Seventh Five-
Year Plan (1986-90) was the first to 

a gauge of a country’s economic 
health. Meanwhile, the 11th Five-
Year Plan (2006-10) set an ambitious 

a 20-percent reduction in the energy 
intensity of the country’s GDP. Since 
2006, the plan has adopted a system 
comprising both obligatory targets 
and anticipatory targets, covering both 
the government’s responsibilities and 
society’s participation.

The 14th Five-Year Plan, 
launched after China achieved the 
goal of building a moderately prosper-
ous society in all respects, focused on 
high-quality development. It did not 
set an explicit GDP growth target but 
instead prioritized green transition, 
technological self-reliance, common 
prosperity, balanced regional develop-
ment, as well as deeper reform and 
high-standard opening up.

-
my, society, technology, ecology and 

The compilation 
The formulation process of a five-
year plan follows a structured 
framework that combines the lead-
ership of the Communist Party of 
China (CPC) Central Committee 
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has surged exponentially, now equiva-
lent to the combined data resources of 
over 15 million national libraries.

Also during the 14th Five-Year 
Plan period, China’s global stature 
has greatly risen. The Belt and Road 
Initiative, proposed by China in 2013 
to boost connectivity along and be-
yond the ancient Silk Road routes, has 
expanded to include agreements with 
over 150 countries and more than 30 
international organizations, fueling 
industrial and investment coopera-
tion worldwide. The China-proposed 
Global Development Initiative, which 
supports global sustainable develop-
ment by addressing pressing global 
challenges—particularly in developing 
countries, Global Security Initiative, 
which promotes durable peace 
worldwide, and Global Civilizations 
Initiative, which calls for promoting 
human progress with inclusiveness 
and mutual learning, have all gained 
widespread international recognition, 
demonstrating the country’s role as a 
responsible major power.

Concurrently, China has deepened 
high-level opening-up policies, com-
pletely removing restrictions on foreign 
investment in the manufacturing sector,  

and reducing the negative list for foreign investment, 
which prohibits or restricts certain industries for foreign 
investment purposes, to a record-low 29 items.

The future
China’s 15th Five-Year Plan will begin in 2026. “The 
planning must focus on the goal of basically realizing 
socialist modernization, with a view to building a great 

President Xi Jinping, also General Secretary of the CPC 
Central Committee and Chairman of the Central Military 
Commission, said at a symposium on China’s economic 
and social development in the 15th Five-Year Plan period 
in Shanghai on April 30.

In planning economic and social development for 
the next five years, targets and tasks should be set in a 
reasonable manner with approaches and measures to be 

“We must unswervingly manage our own affairs well, 
and stay committed to expanding high-standard opening 

quality development on all fronts. 
“Greater emphasis should be placed on ensuring both 

development and security, with a comprehensive assess-

said, calling for efforts to improve the national security 
system.

Yan emphasized that the primary challenge during the 
15th Five-Year Plan period will be to maintain medium- 

posing a particularly acute risk.

To tackle this, key strategies 
include: developing new quality pro-
ductive forces to stimulate consumption 
through fresh demand generation, 
and prioritizing employment stability 
to ensure the income foundation for 

First introduced in 2023, new qual-
ity productive forces refer to advanced 
productivity freed from the traditional 
economic growth mode and produc-
tivity development paths. It features 
cutting-edge technologies, high ef-
ficiency and high quality, and comes 
in line with China’s new development 
philosophy.

Yan added that major steps should 
be taken in pursuing common prosper-
ity, improving income distribution, 
boosting purchasing power for middle- 
and low-income groups and investing 
in public welfare. These measures 
can simultaneously stimulate domes-
tic demand while addressing social  
concerns.

Equally essential is master-
ing expectation management—or 
the aligning of public and business 
perceptions with policy objectives. 
As Yan stressed, “The power of 
public confidence cannot be under-

outlook, this psychological dimension 
of economic governance can produce  
self-reinforcing cycles of stability and 
growth.

Moreover, to preserve investor 
confidence, financial system stability 
demands urgent attention to balance 
sheet repairs, particularly in real estate 
and stock markets.

provide the global economy with un-
paralleled certainty—a critical anchor 
at a time when the world faces pro-

President of the Center for China and 
Globalization, a Beijing-based think 
tank, told Xinhua. BR

Chinese automaker BYD’s driving assistance system on display at an exhibition in Shanghai  
on April 25

Copyedited by Elsbeth van Paridon
Comments to luyan@cicgamericas.com
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back from aggressive tariffs, this move 
suggests a continued economic offensive, 
including what the former U.S. President 
Joe Biden’s administration termed the 
“chip war.” What are your thoughts on 

larger “trade war” dynamic?
Gao Zhikai: If we look at the world of today, 
the greatest predictability is the unpredict-
ability of the Donald Trump administration. 
The greatest certainty is the uncertainty of the 
Trump administration. Now, whether this is 
a good thing or a bad thing depends on your 
perspective. For me, it’s a disaster. Because 
I think the U.S., the strongest military power 
in the world, the largest economy—if we use 
official exchange rate as the benchmark—a 
country with so many military bases in more 
than 100 countries in the world, is becoming 
such a source of unreliability, unpredictability 
and uncertainty. This will really shake up the 
world because lots of the businesses do not 
know where and how they want to make their 
medium-term and long-term investment. 

And the second point is that this global 

going to help the declared goal of moving 
manufacturing jobs back to the U.S. 

So if we really sift through all these con-
fusing things, I think, probably, Trump and 
his team started with some misleading pre-
sumptions. One is that by imposing maximum 
tariffs on China, China will crumble. Another 
indulgence of Washington may be, “I can use 
tariffs to block or to embargo some if not all 
the Chinese exports to the U.S. while U.S. 
exports to China will have a free walk in the 

block all the Chinese exports to the U.S., there 
will be no more export of U.S. products to the 
China market—the largest market in the world 
today that will become more and more impor-
tant in the coming years and coming decades.

Washington has been coercing Walmart 
into eating up all the tariffs, rather than 

Truce Over Tariffs

According to a Reuters report, 
the guidance states that the use 
of these chips will be restricted 
“anywhere in the world,” and 
any company utilizing them 
could be in violation of U.S. ex-
port controls.

Could you discuss this latest 
development, which seems like 
an economic escalation, perhaps 
part of the broader U.S. strat-
egy to contain China? Even as 
the U.S. appears to have stepped 

Danny Haiphong: The U.S. and China 
have been locked in a cycle of tariffs for 
quite some time. Recently, however, dur-
ing talks in Switzerland, the two nations 
reached what Western media has referred 
to as a “truce”—or at least a pause—in 
the imposition of the steep U.S. tariffs on 
China, which had threatened to exceed 
145 percent. 

Yet, despite this de-escalation on tar-
iffs, the U.S. Commerce Department on 
May 12 issued new restrictions target-
ing Huawei’s advanced Ascend chips. 

During a recent seminar hosted by Beijing Review, key opinion 
leaders and influencers from China and the U.S., Gao Zhikai 
(Victor Gao), Vice President of the Beijing-based think tank Center 
for China and Globalization and former interpreter for Chinese 
leader Deng Xiaoping, and Danny Haiphong, an independent 
journalist and researcher on geopolitics in the U.S., discussed the 
current progress between China and the U.S. on tariffs, and the 
shifts in today’s world, as well as China’s role in the international 
community. Edited excerpts of their conversation follow:

former interpreter for Chinese leader Deng Xiaoping, talks with Danny Haiphong, an 
independent journalist and researcher in the U.S., in Beijing on May 22  
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passing them on to the consumers. That’s 
not market practice. If a government in-
troduces tariffs, traders like Walmart 
need to pass on the costs to the end users. 
Eventually all the American people need to 

I think it will make life for people in the 
middle-class or lower income bracket even 

From the Chinese perspective, this trade 
war will cause a lot of difficulty and hard-
ships for Chinese exporters. But we will 
stabilize the situation as we analyze more 
than just economic losses and gains. China 
really views this in a very philosophical way. 
This time, the U.S. is trying to destroy free 
trade. China wants to protect free trade, so 

-
mental interest of the American people. 

Washington should really come back to 
its senses. A tariff war does not solve the 
problem, nor does a technological war. And 
competition on fair terms should be encour-
aged, because that means mankind is still 
moving forward while making progress. No 
one has a monopoly on technological innova-
tion. No one can monopolize the creativity of 
humankind.

So the story is very simple—
work with China on equal terms. 
Don’t deny China’s access. 
Because if you try to choke China, 
you end up with a much more for-
midable competitor.

Haiphong: There’s growing 
attention to this reality—or 
acknowledgment of it—even 
within mainstream Western me-
dia circles. The New York Times 
discusses how China could 
make the U.S. irrelevant and 
be the new dominant power. 
The Economist highlights how 
China has now become “cool.” 
Western influencers and ma-
jor figures are streaming here, 
showcasing China to their au-
diences. Meanwhile, the South 
China Morning Post notes the 
shifting power dynamics, em-
phasizing that the U.S. must 
now engage with China on a 
fully equal footing.

This shift is striking because, 
not long ago, and even today, to 
some extent, U.S. foreign policy 
circles and mainstream media 

often portrayed China in a dismissive or 
even derogatory light. Yet increasingly, 
there’s recognition of a new reality: The 
relationship between the two has changed 
dramatically. What has driven this shift? 
How do you see it unfolding in the broader 
context?
Gao: First of all, I would say the international 
order we live in now was established in 1945 
after defeating Nazi Germany in Europe and 

-
tured around the United Nations (UN). And 
the international order established in 1945 was 
never meant to be a unipolar world. It was al-
ways supposed to be a multipolar world. And 

member states of the UN Security Council, 
each with a veto power. 

Now, since 1945, there have been ups 
and downs in international relations. But 
China has always been very much at the 

to sign the UN Charter. No one in the world 
should try to dismiss how much China has 
been contributing to civilization of mankind 
as a whole.

Secondly, I think it’s time for the U.S. 
to practice what professor Paul Kennedy of 

This probably is exactly what’s happen-
ing when the U.S. Government publicly 
announces their policy prohibiting all the 
countries in the world from using Huawei 
chips. It’s a typical example of overreach, 
which will exhaust the U.S. and hollow out 
its overall strength. 

China does not want to see the decline of 
the U.S. and China’s peaceful rise is not pre-
mised on the decline or the demise of the U.S. 
I believe the two countries can coexist very 
well. Chinese President Xi Jinping has said 
and continues to assert the world is big enough 
to accommodate both countries, and one coun-
try’s success is an opportunity for the other. 

I believe the world will be better served 
if China and the U.S. view and deal with 
each other as equals. I even coined a term: 
MerryChina, where China and America com-
bined together will become a MerryChina. 
And I hope that will make the world a merrier 
world. An aisle of a Walmart store in Rosemead, California, the U.S., on May 15 
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Haiphong: The West, with the U.S. at its 
head, continues to talk about China and 

-

the entire Global South and global major-
ity. Whenever China is talked about in the 
Western media, it’s usually with China 

assessment of this? 
Gao: China is a country really focusing on 
the world as a total sphere of influence. By 
promoting free trade, it now is the largest 
trading partner of about 140 countries and re-
gions in the world. And for the remaining 60 
some countries, China probably is the second 
largest trading partner.

All countries in the world are equally 
important. China views each country, big or 
small, as a country that China needs to en-
gage with on equal terms. 

China has helped Indonesia to build the 

OPINION

high speed railway from Bandung 
to Jakarta. It is helping Malaysia 
to build the East Coast Rail Link. 
China has helped Peru build the 
very sophisticated Chancay Port. 
It is working with Brazil to build 
highways and railways, connect-

coast, linking it with Shanghai 
Port. 

There are numerous such 
examples. Why? Because when 
China initiated its reform and 
opening-up policy in 1978, it 
adopted two principles. The first 
principle is that building a road 
will make more money for all in-
volved stakeholders. We want to 
build roads so that efficiency and 
connectivity will be promoted. 
Secondly, a country cannot re-

A price-tracking mobile app interface displays the price change of a Chinese-made monkey toy at a Walmart store in San Leandro,  
California, the U.S., on May 21 
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ally achieve real wealth without developing 
its industry. So China always wants to build 
factories to produce something rather than 
spending the bulk of the time on financial 
engineering. Financial development is im-
portant, but it can never replace industrial 
production. So we want to build connectiv-
ity. We want to maximize productivity and 

produces and invents. 
China is promoting free trade and it is 

of all the consumers in the world. That means 
the world is a totality for China, which should 
not be divided up into spheres of influence. 
Using a pragmatic perspective to look at 
China, people will come to the conclusion 
that the country is a force for good. BR
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urgent need for a fresh new approach.
The world is undergoing transformation 

unseen in a century, with economic global-
ization facing headwinds, protectionism and 
unilateralism on the rise, and profound shifts 
in the global economic, technological, cul-
tural, security and political landscapes. As 
nations grapple with escalating disputes and 

effective mechanisms to uphold peace and 
stability. Mediation, as a peaceful, flexible 

is gaining increasing recognition and impor-
tance, as the demand for peacefully resolving 
conflicts grows even stronger across the in-
ternational community.

As developing countries enhance their 
crisis response and global governance ca-
pabilities, and engage more actively in 
international affairs, the Western-dominated 
governance system has become increasingly 
inadequate in meeting the demands of the 

Healing a Fractured  
International System

Similarly, the International 
Criminal Court (ICC), tainted by 
political bias, has issued an ar-
rest warrant for Russian President 
Vladimir Putin on charges of 
war crimes. It also investigated 
and detained former Philippine 
President Rodrigo Duterte, yet 
is turning a blind eye to docu-
mented atrocities by U.S. forces 
in Afghanistan. 

Moreover, the World Trade 
Organization’s dispute settlement 
mechanism has been dysfunc-
tional since 2019 due to U.S. 
obstruction of appellate judge 
appointments, leaving 30 rulings 
in limbo without the possibility 
of appeal. These cases highlight 
the severe limitations of existing 
international dispute resolution 
mechanisms, underscoring the  

The International Organization for 

intergovernmental legal organization 
dedicated to the settlement of international 
disputes through mediation, was established 
in Hong Kong Special Administrative 
Region on May 30. First proposed in 2022 
by China along with 19 other countries, the 
organization has drawn broad initial sup-
port and participation, with representatives 
of nearly 60 countries from across Asia, 
Africa, Latin America and Europe, along 
with about 20 international organizations, 
including the United Nations, attending 
the signing ceremony of the Convention 
on the Establishment of the International 
Organization for Mediation.  

According to China’s Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, the IOMed is a key mechanism de-
signed to promote the peaceful resolution 
of international disputes through mediation, 
as enshrined in the UN Charter. It presents 
a new option for peacefully settling inter-
national disputes and achieving win-win 
cooperation among nations.  

Against the backdrop of unilateralism 
and protectionism severely undermining the 
international order, the establishment of the 
IOMed responds to the shared concerns of 
the global community regarding peace, sta-
bility and development. And it will promote 
fairer and more equitable global governance.

A new approach needed
Following the outbreak of the Russia-

UN Security Council has repeatedly been 
paralyzed by major-power politics, such as 
the U.S. frequent abuse of its veto power to 
shield Israel’s military actions in Gaza from 
effective restraint. 
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A United Nations (UN) Security Council open debate on the topic of “maintenance of 
international peace and security upholding the UN Charter” at the UN headquarters 
in New York City, the United States, on January 9, 2020 
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times. The global governance framework 
urgently needs innovation at the institutional 
level.

The establishment of the IOMed is 
a timely response to these challenges. It 
provides developing nations with a new plat-
form to participate in shaping international 
rules, helping steer global governance toward 
greater fairness, rationality and effectiveness.

Can it help?
The wide participation of countries and 
international organizations in the IOMed 
is a sign of their endorsement of this new 
diplomatic and cooperative framework. As 
an alternative to traditional judicial and arbi-
tration mechanisms, the IOMed challenges 
the U.S.-centric global order by emphasizing 
dialogue and mediation over unilateral sanc-
tions or military coercion—a stark contrast to 
Washington’s confrontational tactics. It helps 
lessen international tensions and provides 
opportunities to repair strained relationships 
within the global order.

In resolving disputes, the organization 
will adhere to international law and relevant 
global regulations, upholding objectivity and 
neutrality while maintaining fairness, justice 
and transparency. This will avoid issues 
such as power politics and double standards 
often seen in U.S.-led interventions, thereby  

fostering trust and recognition 
across the international com-
munity. By attracting broader 
participation, it shall contribute to 
reshaping the global system.

The very creation of the 
IOMed—a product of multilat-
eral cooperation—demonstrates 
a global consensus on peaceful 
dispute resolution and reform of 
the current system. By fostering 
further dialogue and pooling col-
lective strength, it will offer a new 
pathway to address global chal-
lenges and advance a more just 
and equitable international order.

Considering all these fac-
tors, the new organization has the 
potential to partially restore the 
international order disrupted by 
the U.S.

Despi te  i ts  promise,  the 
IOMed will still face major chal-
lenges. As the U.S. remains 
a pivotal force in the current 
system, it has refrained from par-
ticipating in the organization’s 
establishment or signing relevant 
agreements. And its considerable 

-
ic, political and military domains 

may weaken the IOMed’s effectiveness in 
its future operations.

China: a staunch defender 
Since 2022, China has spearheaded the or-
ganization’s establishment, transforming the 
initiative from concept to reality. As a per-
manent member of the UN Security Council, 
China is a staunch defender of the inter-
national order based on the principles and 
objectives of the UN Charter—and the estab-
lishment of the IOMed aligns with China’s 
commitment to implementing the charter’s 
provisions.

China is also a firm supporter of the 
multilateral trading system. Since joining 
the WTO in 2001, the country has adhered 
to its rules, promoting the healthy develop-
ment of the multilateral trading framework. 

-
ing its market access, and fostering global 
trade growth, China has injected robust mo-
mentum into global economy. Pursuing an 
independent foreign policy of peace, China 
advocates resolving international disputes 
through dialogue and negotiation, opposing 
the use or threat of force. In global affairs, it 
consistently strives to mediate and facilitate 
political solutions to pressing issues.

China’s vision of global governance, 
which was proposed in 2017, featuring ex-
tensive consultation, joint contribution and 
shared benefit, has garnered increasing rec-
ognition and support from nations, offering 
fresh perspectives and solutions to global 
challenges.

In the future, the IOMed will drive the 
-

international law, and provide stronger legal 
support for maintaining the stability of the 
global order. It will also empower develop-
ing countries with greater influence and 
voice in international affairs, challenging the 
longstanding dominance of Western nations 
in dispute resolution and fostering the de-
mocratization of international relations. BR

Ukrainians hold up photos of missing soldiers as released Ukrainian soldiers return to 
the country by bus on May 23. Ukraine and Russia reached their largest-ever prisoner 
swap deal during a meeting in Istanbul, Türkiye, on May 16
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two-component system makes it possible 
to reprocess spent fuel, reduce radioactive 

Classical reactors provide basic genera-
tion, while fast reactors close the fuel cycle 
(by reprocessing spent fuel—Ed.), expanding 
the fuel base. Implementing this integrated 
model will create a complete closed nuclear 
cycle system—a key step toward a sustain-
able future.

Despite all the advantages you just men-
tioned, many are still concerned about the 
safety of nuclear energy. What are some 
of the safety measures being implemented 
in Russia’s nuclear industry? 
Safety is always our top priority when it 
comes to the deployment of nuclear energy. 

Take the VVER-1200 reactor as an ex-
ample. (VVER-1200 is the up-to-date model 
of a water-cooled, water-moderated power 
reactor developed by Russia—Ed.) The mod-
el features a balanced combination of active 
and passive safety systems. The former can 
be manually controlled, whereas the latter 
are driven by natural forces such as gravity 
and differential pressure and therefore do not 
require any human intervention. This dual 

A New Vision for Fission

making them an ideal solution 
for supplying energy to remote 
and isolated communities. This 
emphasizes the key role of 
nuclear power in creating a sus-
tainable and independent energy  
infrastructure. 

The particular importance 
of nuclear energy for long-term 
sustainability lies precisely in 
the synergy of two technologies: 
thermal neutron reactors with 
pressurized water used both as 
coolant and moderator, and fast 
reactors. Russia and China are 
actively developing complemen-
tary areas—fast reactors and the 
classical nuclear fuel cycle. This 

Beijing Review: Given the continuous 
growth in global energy demand, what 
role does atomic energy play in accelerat-
ing decarbonization, increasing people’s 
access to affordable and reliable energy 
and meeting other sustainability goals? 
Artem Goncharuk: Nuclear power plays a 
crucial role in the transition to a low-carbon 
future. Unlike fossil fuels, nuclear reactors 
do not produce direct carbon dioxide emis-
sions during operation. Moreover, over 
their entire life cycle—including equip-
ment manufacturing, plant construction and  
decommissioning—emissions per kilowatt 
hour of electricity remain minimal. This 
places nuclear power on par with renewable 
sources such as wind, solar and hydropower 
in terms of sustainability. As a result, nuclear 
energy is an essential component of any truly 
sustainable energy system.

Furthermore, nuclear energy is stable, 
predictable and cost-efficient—factors that 
matter greatly to everyday citizens. These 
benefits are particularly pronounced in re-
mote and sparsely populated areas, where 
traditional energy infrastructure struggles to 
meet demand. 

To address this challenge, Russia has pio-

nuclear power plants, which are solar panels 
mounted on floating structures, and small 
modular reactors, effectively closing the 
energy gap in hard-to-reach regions. Unlike 
traditional sources that require regular fuel 
supplies, these nuclear facilities can oper-
ate autonomously for long periods of time, 
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Construction of Unit 4 of the Xudapu Nuclear Power Plant, a China-Russia  
cooperation project, underway in Huludao, Liaoning Province, on June 18, 2024 

In an interview with Beijing Review reporters, Artem 
Goncharuk, Director General of the Rosatom 
East Asia Company in Beijing, shared his views 
on the critical role of nuclear power in facilitating  
sustainable development, the deepening cooperation 

of atomic energy in a rapidly decarbonizing world. 
Edited excerpts of their conversation follow: 
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approach ensures that the reactor remains 
safe under all circumstances, even in the 
event of a total power shutdown.

When it comes to selecting a suitable 
location for a nuclear power plant, exten-
sive assessments are conducted to identify 
seismic hazards and other environmental 
risks. The massive amount of data we collect 
beforehand will also allow us to customize 

conditions.
By implementing nuclear power plant 

construction projects in Russia, we establish 
an effective reference for replicating our 
technologies abroad that could fully trans-
form the recipient countries’ energy systems 
to low-carbon energy and cover the energy 

One thing I would also like to emphasize 
is that our collaboration with other countries 
extends far beyond standalone nuclear proj-
ects: We don’t just deliver power plants—
we help build an entire nuclear infrastructure, 

-
ment of regulatory frameworks. 

This approach ensures that we take full 
responsibility for the entire production pro-
cess—and that sense of accountability is one 
of our core values.

Speaking of cooperation, how would 
you describe the current state of nuclear  

energy collaboration between 
China and Russia? 
There is a Chinese saying that per-
fectly captures the essence of how 
China and Russia have cooper-
ated in the nuclear energy sector: 
“A river runs deep—when it has 

back to the 1950s, a time when 
China’s atomic energy sector was 
still in its infancy. Since then, we 
have come a long way, and our 
cooperation in the field has ex-
panded both in scope and depth. 

As of now, there are four 
Russian-designed nuclear reac-
tor units built in China, which 
are Tianwan Units 1 through 
4. (Located on the shore of the 
Yellow Sea in Lianyungang, 
Jiangsu Province, the Tianwan 
Nuclear Power Plant is the larg-
est economic cooperation project 
between Russia and China—Ed.) 
And construction is underway on 
four more: Tianwan Units 7 and 
8, as well as Units 3 and 4 of the 
Xudapu Nuclear Power Plant in 
Liaoning Province.

The two countries have made 
important breakthroughs in jointly 
advancing fast neutron reactor 

technologies. Chinese companies have been 
involved for years in experimental work 
on Russia’s BOR-60 fast reactor housed at 
the Research Institute of Atomic Reactors 
in Dimitrovgrad. Russian experts, in turn, 
worked with Chinese specialists to help 
build the China Experimental Fast Reactor 
in Beijing and the CFR-600 demonstration 
reactor in Xiapu County, Fujian Province. 
Together, these projects reflect the growing 
strength of our nuclear technology partner-
ship and the tangible progress it continues to 
deliver. 

During President Xi Jinping’s visit to 
Moscow in March 2023, the two countries 
signed a comprehensive agreement to ad-
vance cooperation on fast neutron reactors 
and the closed nuclear fuel cycle. We see this 
as a foundation for exploring new frontiers 
in innovation and advancing into new areas 
where the strategic interests and mutual ben-

What is the future of atomic energy? Can 
the world transition entirely to renewable 
sources in the next 50 years?
There are many new reactors under construc-
tion around the world. We are entering a 
new phase of accelerated growth in nuclear 
energy, and I’m very confident that nuclear 
power will play a key role in the global en-
ergy mix going forward.

We are also seeing broader applica-
tions for nuclear technology. The concept 

about electricity and nuclear power stations. 
Instead, it has come to encompass nuclear 
medicine, which uses radiation to assess 
bodily functions and to diagnose and treat 
diseases, nuclear-powered icebreakers and 
the use of radioisotopes in common consum-
er products. 

As public understanding and acceptance 
continue to grow, I believe nuclear technolo-
gies will become more widespread—not just 
as a clean energy solution, but as a major 
engine for innovation across sectors. BR

Chinese President Xi Jinping and Russian President Vladimir Putin join the  
commencement ceremony for the Tianwan and Xudapu nuclear power plants, both 
China-Russia cooperation projects, via video link on May 19, 2021
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ternational students, but also—as Summers 
noted—America’s national competitiveness 
and capacity for technological innovation. 

China, however, is by no means a ben-
eficiary of this policy either. According to 
the latest Blue Book on Employment of 
Chinese Overseas Returnees released by 
the Chinese Service Center for Scholarly 
Exchange under the Ministry of Education, 
more than 8 million Chinese students stud-
ied abroad between 1978 and 2023, with 
approximately 82 percent choosing to return 
to China for employment. As one of the 
primary destinations for Chinese students, 
the U.S. has long served as a key partner 
in educational cooperation, a collaboration 
that has played a strategically important role 
in China’s reform and opening-up process. 
Chinese students have not only contributed 
their intellect to America’s progress but 
also applied the advanced knowledge and 
experience acquired in the U.S. to China’s 
own development. More importantly, over 
the past four decades, the student exchange 
between the two countries has served as a 
vital bridge for mutual understanding and 
cooperation, playing an irreplaceable role 
in fostering stable and constructive bilateral 
relations. 

Education should rise above ideology and 
serve as a ladder toward the shared progress 
of humanity. Yet in recent years, the U.S. 
Government has increasingly politicized aca-
demic cooperation. Washington has created a 
chilling effect—closing the door to Chinese 
students and placing educational exchange, 
once a stabilizing pillar of China–U.S.  
relations, in a precarious position. BR

No One Wins
By Liang Xiao
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scho la r s—the  un ive r s i ty ’ s  
finances, academic research and 
global standing would all suffer 

The impact of this incident 
has gone far beyond the U.S. 
domestic affairs. With more than 
1,300 Chinese nationals cur-
rently enrolled, Chinese students 
represent one of the largest inter-
national groups at Harvard. On 
May 23, Chinese Foreign Ministry 
spokesperson Mao Ning stated 
at a regular press briefing that 
China has consistently opposed 
the politicization of educational 
cooperation. She emphasized that 
such actions by the U.S. would 
only damage its image and inter-
national credibility. “Educational 
cooperation between China and 

Mao said, adding that China will 
firmly safeguard the legitimate 
rights and interests of Chinese stu-
dents and scholars abroad. 

If international students at 
Harvard are forced to leave, this 
will create a lose-lose scenario 
for all parties involved. The U.S. 
risks heading further down a path 
of self-imposed isolation, with the 

in international student enroll-
ment in the future. According to 
reports, on May 27, the Trump 
administration also suspended all 
new student visa interviews and 
is considering expanding social 
media censorship for international 
students. What is at stake is not 
merely the $43 billion in annual 
economic benefits brought by in-

‘We’re becoming a negative ex-
 

f o r m e r  U . S .  T r e a s u r y 
Secretary, 27th President of Harvard 
University and now President Emeritus, 
said during a May 23 interview, in which he 
openly criticized the Donald Trump adminis-
tration’s international admissions ban target-
ing the university.

One day earlier, U.S. Secretary of 
Homeland Security Kristi Noem announced 

the Student and Exchange Visitor Program 
had been revoked. As a result, as of the 
2025–26 academic year, Harvard will no lon-
ger be permitted to admit new international 
students, and those currently enrolled must 
either transfer to another institution or leave 
the U.S. immediately. 

International observers widely interpret 
these actions as attempts to suppress ideo-
logical opponents, reinforce loyalty among 
Trump’s voter base, and simultaneously 
advance his goal of reducing government 
spending. Harvard, which chose to openly 
resist government interference, has since 
become a prominent target and a cautionary 
example. 

In the current 2024–25 academic year, 
international students make up 27.2 percent 
of Harvard’s student body, totaling ap-
proximately 6,800 individuals. Harvard’s 
graduate schools, in particular, are heav-
ily reliant on international enrollment: 56 
percent of students at the Kennedy School 
are from abroad, as are 36 percent at the 
Business School. The Graduate School of 
Arts and Sciences and the School of Public 
Health also report international student 
shares exceeding 30 percent. International 
students can rightly be described as one 
of the main pillars supporting Harvard; 
wi thout  them—along  wi th  v i s i t ing  
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This expansion not only creates employment 
opportunities but also provides immediate mo-
mentum for broader economic development.

China’s urban renewal initiative bases its 
progress on pilot projects. The Ministry of 
Housing and Urban-Rural Development car-
ried out pilot undertakings in 106 communities 
nationwide from 2019 to 2024, upgrading 
corroded municipal pipelines, creating more 
parking spaces, building facilities for senior 
care and childcare, as well as installing eleva-
tors in existing residential buildings. 

The pilot projects revealed that protect-
ing historical and cultural heritage remains a 
key challenge in urban renewal efforts. Many 
cities contain valuable historical buildings, 
neighborhoods and cultural sites that preserve 
urban memory and tradition. However, some 
early renewal attempts saw century-old struc-
tures demolished or make way for modern  
high-rises. 

The latest guidelines now explicitly man-
date cultural preservation, prohibiting further 
demolition of historical neighborhoods and 
requiring comprehensive surveys of older 
communities, blocks and industrial sites to  
establish strict protection zones.

By continuously optimizing urban 
functions and enhancing urban living envi-
ronments, cities can better meet residents’ 
needs. While China has long champi-
oned sustainable urban development, as a  
developing country, challenges of uneven, 
uncoordinated growth persist. The ongoing 
urban renewal campaign is an essential path-
way for China to achieve more balanced and 
sustainable urbanization. BR

Concrete and Community:  
Advancing Urban Renewal 

Copyedited by Elsbeth van Paridon

facilities—such as schools, hospi-
tals, senior care centers and childcare 
providers—are often scarce or 
unevenly distributed, creating 
disparities between older neighbor-
hoods and newer developments.

Urban renewal offers a solu-
tion by modernizing infrastructure, 
optimizing city layouts and strategi-
cally redistributing public services. 
These improvements will address 
residents’ growing expectations for 
high-quality amenities, elevate liv-
ing standards and give the people 

happiness.
Enhancing both the urban envi-

ronment and living standards will 
in turn stimulate consumer demand. 
Residents often seek better home 
upgrades, higher-quality services 
and improved leisure options—all 
of which invigorate the consumer 
market and inject new vitality into 
economic growth.

Moreover, urban renewal re-
quires substantial investment and 
large-scale construction, driving 
growth in related industries such as 
building materials and machinery. 

Across China, local governments are 
implementing the urban renewal 

-
es of the Central Committee of the Communist 
Party of China and the State Council, the 
country’s highest state administrative organ, 
in early May. These policies target the trans-
formation of aging cities through several key 
pillars including renovating old residential 
communities, upgrading urban infrastructure, 
restoring ecological systems, preserving his-
torical heritage and optimizing city functions. 
The campaign sets 2030 as its benchmark year, 
by which time Chinese cities are projected to 
become models of high-quality urban living. 

This nationwide renewal effort repre-
sents a strategic shift in China’s urbanization 
approach. As of late 2024, the country’s 
permanent population urbanization rate, 
which measures the ratio of permanent ur-
ban residents relative to the total population, 
had reached 67 percent, with 940 million 
people permanently settled in urban areas. 
China’s urban development is moving its fo-
cus from quantitative expansion to qualitative  
improvement.

essential dimensions of urban development: 
structural optimization through smart planning, 
cultural continuity through heritage preserva-
tion and tangible quality-of-life enhancements 
for residents. By repurposing existing urban 
assets rather than pursuing new construction, 
the campaign embodies China’s transition to 
more sustainable urban development.

As nationwide urban development acceler-
ates, many older residential communities are 
grappling with mounting challenges, includ-
ing aging infrastructure, deteriorating housing 
conditions and inadequate public amenities. 
Compounding these issues, public service  
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As trade tensions sharpen between major 

the contours of the global order, the 11th 
China and Globalization Forum convened in Beijing 
from May 22 to 24 to explore new pathways for global 
cooperation. The event was co-convened by the Center 
for China and Globalization (CCG), a non-govern-
mental think tank based in Beijing, and the Chinese 
People’s Association for Friendship with Foreign 
Countries, and was co-organized by the Academy of 
Contemporary China and World Studies (ACCWS) 
and the China-United States Exchange Foundation. 

Roughly 300 experts, economists and policy-
makers from almost 60 countries attended the forum, 
including Zhang Jun, former Chinese Permanent 
Representative to the United Nations and current 
Secretary General of the Boao Forum for Asia, a 

-
zation, and Kang Kyung-wha, former Foreign Minister 
of the Republic of Korea and President and CEO of the 
Asia Society in New York City, the U.S.

“The international environment is marked by 

Huiyao, founder and President of CCG, said at the 
forum’s opening. He emphasized how recent trade fric-
tions have disrupted global supply chains and injected 
heightened uncertainty into the international economy.

At the heart of discussions during the forum was 
-

tribution of geopolitical weight, but what Yu Yunquan, 
Vice President of China International Communications 
Group and President of ACCWS, described as a 

understanding over zero-sum rivalry.

Charting new paths
As the world grapples with cascading crises, from 

-
tured trade regimes, a pivotal question looms: Can 

GLOBAL GOVERNANCEFEATURES

the multilateral architecture that has underpinned 
international cooperation since the mid-20th cen-
tury survive the turbulence of the 21st century?

At the forum’s opening roundtable, themed 
Renewing Global Governance and Multilateralism in 
Uncertain Times, participants explored this dilemma 
head-on. 

There was broad consensus that traditional multi-
lateralism is in a state of existential crisis. Sun Jisheng, 
Vice President of the Foreign Affairs University in 
Beijing, noted that dramatic shifts in global power 
distribution have eroded the operational logic of 
post-World War II cooperation and that existing 
international mechanisms have failed to evolve  
accordingly.

This sentiment was echoed by Rashid Al-
Mohannadi, a nonresident fellow at the Middle East 
Council for Global Affairs in Qatar, who asked point-
edly, “What happens when the world’s most powerful 
country no longer believes in the system they helped 

a system increasingly questioned by its own architects.
One of the roundtable’s more pointed critiques 

focused on the U.S.’ evolving posture. Konstantinos 
Tsalakos, head of content at Greece’s Delphi 
Economic Forum, observed a shift from institutional 
leadership to selective engagement. “The current U.S. 
administration that uses multilateralism when it serves 
its interests exits or blocks multilateralism when it does 

the normative consistency that multilateralism relies 
upon.

Sun warned that behavior of “unilateralism and 

spirit of international relations and risks encouraging 

where might makes right and cooperation gives way 
to coercion.

In light of these challenges, Al-Mohannadi 

Navigating a Global 
Crossroads

Meeting of minds in Beijing provides insights into  
future trends By Zhao Wei

International experts and 
policy-makers attend  
the 11th China and  

 
in Beijing on May 22
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-
stitutions like the Association of Southeast Asian Nations and the Gulf Cooperation 
Council take the lead in solving regional issues. Sun echoed this idea, suggesting 
that for many African and Asian nations, regional frameworks may prove more 
adaptable and representative than traditional Western-led structures.

Daniela Schwarzer, member of the executive board of Bertelsmann Stiftung, 
a German foundation that works on global issues such as education, economy and 

-
ward greater stability. 

Fabian Zuleeg, chief executive and chief economist of the European Policy 
Center, stressed that without adherence to shared rules, the global system risks degen-
erating into a space dominated by predatory practices.

Despite widespread concern, panelists offered concrete ways forward. Youness 
Zangiabadi, executive director of the Institute for Peace and Diplomacy in Canada, 
promoted “case-by-case [efforts] on smaller issues to build trust along the way for 

the 2023 diplomatic rapprochement between Saudi Arabia and Iran as an example.
“The next generation should not make us responsible for having seen the sign 

and CEO of the Global Solutions Initiative in Germany said, calling for a genera-
tional appeal for renewed commitment to fair and inclusive global cooperation and  
multilateralism.

Reframing the trade narrative
As geopolitical rifts continue to deepen, recent developments in China-U.S. trade 
relations signal cautious optimism. Trade negotiations in Geneva, Switzerland, on  
May 10-11, produced a joint statement released on May 12, in which both sides com-
mitted to substantially reducing bilateral tariff levels. While no new announcements 
have followed since, many observers, including Kang, interpreted the silence as posi-

Central to the roundtable deliberations on China-U.S. relations was the urgent 
need to recalibrate the narratives that form public and policy perceptions of the bilat-
eral relationship. “The narratives of trade wars and the great power competition have 

FEATURES
Vice President of the China-U.S. People’s Friendship 
Association and former Chinese Consul General in 
New York City and Chicago, said, noting that bilateral 
trade remains robust, exceeding $660 billion in 2024. 
The interdependence of both nations, he argued, is 
structural and enduring.

“Narratives shape perceptions, and perceptions 

-
ferences while managing rationality and restraining 

His call echoed that of Jing Qian, co-founder and 
Managing Director of the Center for China Analysis 
at the Asia Society Policy Institute and co-chair of the 
roundtable. Qian stressed that an accurate understand-
ing of oneself and others leads to proper actions. He 
highlighted the importance of nuanced, fact-based per-
spectives over sensationalist portrayals fueled by media 
and political agendas.

Trade confrontation, several speakers noted, is 
merely a symptom of more complex geopolitical and 
strategic tensions. They urged policy-makers to ad-
dress the root causes of frictions rather than get lost in 
surface-level disputes. 

Denis Simon, a visiting professor of China business 
and technology at the Asian Pacific Studies Institute 
at Duke University, highlighted persistent cooperation 
in research and higher education—despite surging 
political strains. “The trust and the understanding in the 
realms of science and technology and in education that 
helped stabilize the relationship even during the most 

Meanwhile, Fred Teng, President of the America 
China Public Affairs Institute, emphasized media 
responsibility in shaping public opinion. “The public 

-

he said, calling on journalists and diplomats alike to 
advocate for narratives grounded in fact and mutual 
respect.

The roundtable distilled a fundamental insight: 
Narratives are not merely reflections of reality—they 
shape it. As media landscapes grow more polarized in 
the U.S., fostering accurate, balanced and constructive 
discourse is essential to sustaining the fragile equilib-
rium of China-U.S. relations and, by extension, global 
peace. BR
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The Fourth China-Central and Eastern 
European Countries (CEECs) Expo & 
International Consumer Goods Fair ran 

from May 22 to 25 in Ningbo, a coastal city in 
the eastern Chinese province of Zhejiang. The 
event brought together 435 enterprises from 
14 CEECs and nine other nations, including 
the United Kingdom, France, Germany, Italy 
and Spain, with eight of them being first-time 
participants. It showcased over 8,000 exhibits, 
including wine, cheese, skincare products and 
smart home appliances. 

Deals worth over 10 billion yuan ($1.4  
billion) were reached between Chinese im-
porters and foreign participants at the event. 
Streamlined customs procedures introduced 
specifically for the expo improved efficiency 
greatly, giving Chinese consumers access to 
products including Polish beer, Latvian canned 

Bulgaria’s prized saffron and Croatia’s pre-
mium tuna were granted Chinese market access 
on May 22, the day the expo opened. According 
to data released by the General Administration 
of Customs of China that day, 126 types of ag-
ricultural and food products from CEECs have 
been granted access to the Chinese market.

place in Ningbo in 2019, 2021 and 2023, serves 
as a platform for CEECs to unlock opportunities 
in the vibrant Chinese market. 

Trade ties
A highlight at this year’s event was the debut of 
an emerging technology zone, where 37 Central 
and Eastern European companies showcased 
technologies and products including Serbia’s 
maritime safety sensors, Slovakia’s medical 
equipment and Hungary’s virtual reality tech-
nology. Chinese humanoid robot companies like 
Unitree Robotics also exhibited their products.

Han Baohua, President of the Poland-
China Chamber of Commerce, told newspaper 
Global Times that the Polish business delega-
tion had signed an agreement for partnership 
with Chinese companies during the expo. 
Participating in the event helped the delega-
tion gain a better understanding of the Chinese 

with it, Han said.
Jakub Kutyla, a representative of the Polish 

cosmetics brand AVA Cosmetic Laboratory, 
said in an interview with Xinhua News Agency 
at the expo that his company is actively seeking 
new markets and China stands out for both its 
openness and stability.

of Commerce, said at a press conference on 
the expo that China and CEECs have experi-
enced the stable development of their trade and 
economic relations since the China-CEEC co-
operation mechanism came into being in 2012. 
China’s trade with CEECs has grown at an av-
erage annual rate of 8.8 percent since 2012. In 
2024, the two-way trade reached a record high 
of $142.3 billion, up 6.3 percent year on year. 

Bulgaria produces 70 percent of the world’s 
total supply of rose oil. For decades, the largest 
buyers have been famous French perfume com-
panies, but China has become one of the largest 
importers of the oil in recent years, as distribu-
tors continue to introduce rose oil products to 
domestic consumers.

Transport links have also been improving 
between China and CEECs.  The southward 
route of the China-Europe freight train network 
is accelerating trade ties, with CEECs becoming 
key destinations. 

The construction of the Hungary-Serbia 
Railway, a flagship project of the China-
proposed Belt and Road Initiative, is proceeding 
smoothly. The Belt and Road Initiative aims 

Land-Linked Partners 
Trade fair promotes economic and trade collaboration between China and 

Central and Eastern European countries By Li Xiaoyang
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The Fourth China-CEEC 
Expo & International 
Consumer Goods Fair in 
Ningbo, Zhejiang  
Province, on May 22 
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to boost connectivity along and beyond the ancient Silk Road routes. The 
number of direct air routes between China and CEECs has exceeded 30, 
Yan said.

Launched in 2023, an air corridor linking Hangzhou, capital of 

per week over the past two years—with weekly transport capacity reaching 
500 tons. As of April, over 39,000 tons of imports and exports had been 
transported via the corridor. 

Investment cooperation between China and CEECs is becoming increas-
ingly close. China’s investment in CEECs has so far exceeded $24 billion, 
Yan said, noting that Chinese electric vehicle and battery enterprises have 
stepped up investment in the Central and Eastern European region in recent 
years.

China’s leading battery maker Contemporary Amperex Technology Co. 
Ltd. (CATL) invested 7.3 billion euros ($8.2 billion) in building a battery 
factory in Debrecen, Hungary, in 2022.

The plant, which will begin operation later this year, has hired 400 em-
ployees. Its workforce is expected to exceed 2,000 by the end of 2025 and 
to reach 2,600 at full capacity in 2026.

Sanhua Automotive, a Chinese vehicle part maker, has invested in 
automotive and home appliance component manufacturing in Poland, gen-
erating 150 million euros ($169 million) in sales in 2024 and creating over 
700 local jobs.

China has developed bilateral economic and trade joint committee 
mechanisms with all CEECs, and trade facilitation and investment coopera-
tion working groups with most of them, Yan noted.

According to Yan, the strong economic and trade complementarity 

between China and CEECs suggests potential 
for cooperation. China has a complete indus-
trial system and innovative technologies, while 
CEECs have advantages in traditional industries 
and strong demand for green and digital trans-
formation. CEECs also have trade advantages in 
high-end industrial products and agricultural and 
food products.

Trade in services between the two sides is 
also robust. As China’s middle-income popula-
tion exceeds 400 million, its outbound tourism 
has been experiencing a boom and CEECs’ rich 
cultural and natural heritage have a strong ap-
peal for Chinese tourists, Yan said.

Booming exchanges
Chinese State Councilor Shen Yiqin said on 
May 22 at the expo that China will continue to 
increase its imports from CEECs and expand 
bilateral trade. 

Shen said China is willing to work with 
the countries to maintain the stability of global 
industrial and supply chains and safeguard 
the international environment to enable open  
cooperation.

Yang Lihua, a professor at the Institute for 
Central and Eastern European Economic and 
Trade Cooperation at Ningbo University, told 
newspaper People’s Daily that the growing pres-
ence of innovations from CEECs in China helps 
advance technology application and industrial 
upgrading.  

With the rapid growth of emerging industries 
worldwide, China and CEECs should improve 
cooperation in the green economy and digi-
tal industries. Traditional industries like steel 
and chemicals in these countries can draw on 
China’s strengths in solar and energy storage 
technologies to achieve low-carbon transition, 
Yang said. 

CEECs can also leverage their industrial 
manufacturing advantages to partner with China 
on developing industrial Internet-based plat-
forms. Overcoming institutional barriers on 

is essential for developing a new model for 
China-CEEC cooperation in the digital econo-
my, she said. BR
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From the 50,000 pieces of Changsha 
Kiln ceramics recovered from the Tang 
Dynasty (618-907) shipwreck Black Stone 

to today’s weekly cargo flights between China 
and Africa, Changsha’s trade with the African 
continent has spanned over 1,000 years. This his-
toric cultural city, capital of Hunan Province, is 
playing an increasingly vital role in China-Africa 
economic and trade cooperation, with a spirit of 
innovation and openness. 

Over a millennium ago, Changsha Kiln ceram-
ics were already being exported to the African 
continent via the Maritime Silk Road. In 1982, 
Changsha forged a sister-city relationship with 
Brazzaville, capital of the Republic of the Congo, 
becoming a pioneer in China-Africa city-level 
diplomacy. Today, as the permanent host of the 
China-Africa Economic and Trade Expo (CAETE) 
and the core city of the Pilot Zone for In-Depth 
China-Africa Economic and Trade Cooperation, 
the city continues to deepen its economic ties with 
Africa. 

Innovative approach 
Data from the Changsha Customs Authority show 
that Hunan’s trade volume with African nations 
has exceeded 50 billion yuan ($6.8 billion) for 
three consecutive years, ranking first among all 
central and western provincial-level regions in 
China. In 2024 alone, Hunan’s imports from and 
exports to Africa reached 54.85 billion yuan ($7.5 
billion). From 2021 to 2024, bilateral trade main-
tained an impressive average annual growth rate 
of 14.3 percent. 

In recent years, Changsha’s trade with Africa 
has experienced rapid growth, now covering 
nearly all African countries and regions. In the 
first four months of 2025, Changsha accounted 

for 53.3 percent of Hunan’s 16.66-billion-yuan 
($2.3-billion) trade with Africa. The city’s imports 
of African agricultural products surged by 32.5 

-
ing 80 million yuan ($11 million). 

Behind these  promis ing f igures  l ies 
Changsha’s innovative approach to advancing 
China-Africa trade ties. 

One standout initiative is a pre-assessment 
system for African foodstuffs exported to 
China, pioneered by the Changsha Customs 
Authority and officially filed with the General 
Administration of Customs of China in March. 
Serving the needs of national platforms such 
as the Pilot Zone for In-Depth China-Africa 
Economic and Trade Cooperation, the system 
allows for early risk assessment of African food-
stuffs that Chinese companies intend to import 
but have not yet been granted market access in 
China. Simplified entry assessment procedures 

From Kilns to  
Commerce

Changsha plays a pioneering role in reshaping cross-continental  
trade and cooperation By Li Yin

FEATURES

African fruit for sale 
at the China-Africa 
Economic and Trade 
Cooperation Promotion 
Innovation  
Demonstration Park  
in Changsha, Hunan 
Province, on July 1, 2023 
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will be proposed to the authorities to streamline 
the approval process. This will greatly enhance ef-

exports to China. 
The system is tailored to the unique fea-

tures of African food safety management and 
includes a comprehensive database featuring 
food safety standards, pre-assessment tech-
nologies and risk archives. This data-driven 
approach provides strong technical support for 
market access evaluations. It will improve both 
the quality and speed of market access evalu-
ations for African foods, further facilitating a 
smooth import pathway. 

The Changsha Customs Authority has 
pledged to continue supporting enterprises in the 
China (Hunan) Pilot Free Trade Zone in meeting 
their import needs and to promote the formation 
of industrial chains around African non-resource 
products such as coffee, nuts and meat. Pilot 
free trade zones in China are designated areas 
where special economic policies and regulations 
are tested to promote trade liberalization, invest-
ment and economic development.

A welcoming market 
In recent years, the Chinese market has continued 
to open to African nations, welcoming a growing 
list of African agricultural products. At the 2024 
Beijing Summit of the Forum on China-Africa 

Cooperation (FOCAC), China signed multiple 
agreements granting market access to African 
agricultural goods, including fresh avocados from 
Zimbabwe, soybeans from Zambia and beef and 
lamb from Namibia. The FOCAC is a mecha-
nism for collective dialogue and cooperation, 
jointly established by China and Africa in 2000 to 
cope with new challenges and facilitate common  
development.

Changsha is emerging as a vital gateway for 
premium African agricultural goods. African 
specialty products, including dried sea cucumbers 
from Kenya, lamb from Madagascar and dried 

their debut in China through the city. 
In July 2024, Kenyan roses were re-exported 

from Changsha to Uzbekistan. It was the country’s 
first re-export of African flowers, which further 
expanded African agricultural commodities’ 
global reach through China. Re-export involves 
the movement of goods across national borders 

the country of transit.
Three CAETE editions have been held since 

its inception in 2019, with participation from 53 
African countries, including more than 40,000 
attendees and representatives of about 4,600 
Chinese and African enterprises. The fourth 
edition is scheduled for June 12-15 this year. 
Through various supporting initiatives, such as 
the African Product Brand project, the expo has 
helped introduce distinctive agricultural products 
into the Chinese market. 

Li Guoxiang, a research fellow at the Chinese 
Academy of Social Sciences, said the deepening 
of agricultural trade between China and Africa 
not only enriches dining options for Chinese con-
sumers, but also helps African farmers find new 
markets for their products and creates more em-
ployment opportunities across the continent. “It’s 

At the Fourth CAETE, Changsha’s coopera-
tion with Africa is poised to reach new heights. 
Through its ongoing efforts to remove trade bar-
riers and broaden cooperation, the city is making 
greater contributions to building a China-Africa 
community with a shared future. BR
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African diplomatic envoys in China visit the Fourth Changsha International  
Construction Equipment Exhibition in Changsha, Hunan Province, on May 16 

This article was first published in ChinAfrica
Copyedited by G.P. Wilson 
Comments to yanwei@cicgamericas.com
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MUSEUM

Past Perfect
China’s museum industry experiences explosive growth By Zhang Yage

As China’s first historically verified dy-

inscriptions and archaeological discover-
ies, the Shang Dynasty (1600-1046 B.C.) played 
a pivotal role in the formation of early Chinese 
civilization and statecraft. Its cultural and political 
legacy shaped the nation’s social and cultural tra-
jectory for millennia.

To mark the International Museum Day 
on May 18, the Beijing Grand Canal Museum 
unveiled The Exhibition Series on the Origins 
of Chinese Civilization: This is the Shang, an 
exhibition featuring 338 meticulously curated 
artifacts from 28 archaeological and cultural insti-
tutions nationwide. Through ritual bronzes, jades 
and inscribed oracle bones, the exhibition reveals 
the dynasty’s technological mastery, including 
its advanced bronze-casting techniques, societal 
innovations and the ideological roots of imperial 
rule.

“We previously visited the Sanxingdui 
Museum in Sichuan Province to see its bronze 
exhibition, but this one includes many arti-
facts from Henan and Shandong provinces as 

in line to see the new exhibition, told Beijing 
Review. “Comparative displays are enlightening—
they give us a more holistic perspective on ancient 

“This exhibition features artifacts from eight 
past winners of China’s Top 10 Archaeological 
Discoveries awards, with many items making their 
Beijing debut. It gathers representative relics from 
major sites, including the Yinxu ruins in Anyang, 
Henan Province, Zhaigou in Qingjian, Shaanxi 
Province, and the Jinsha site in Chengdu, capital 

-
tor, said at the opening ceremony on May 18.

The exhibition unfolds across four immersive 
thematic sections, revealing the Shang’s crafts-
manship, daily routines, social structures and 
spiritual world through an extraordinary collection 
of oracle bones, ritual bronzes, ceremonial jades 
and utilitarian pottery. 

This landmark display, which will run from May 19 to October 12, grants 
visitors exceptional access to priceless national treasures—many leaving their 

Wider accessibility
International Museum Day, initiated by the International Council of Museums 
(ICOM), is celebrated globally every May 18 to underscore museums’ essen-
tial societal contributions and promote cultural and educational exchanges. 

This year’s Chinese celebrations spotlighted three key advancements: 
enhanced public services, technological innovations and global cultural part-
nerships across the museum sector. 

At Beijing’s main 2025 event venue, the National Cultural Heritage 
Administration (NCHA) reported that China now has 7,046 registered muse-
ums—averaging one institution per 200,000 people, while annual visits surged 
to 1.49 billion in 2024, up from 1.29 billion in 2023.

These metrics demonstrate museums’ growing centrality in China’s cul-
tural landscape.

“We should encourage museums to continuously evolve based on a peo-

fully leveraging existing museum resources, we aim to achieve 100-percent 
nighttime operation at all provincial-level museums by late 2025, and expand 
educational programs for schools. We will further prioritize accessibility ser-
vices for seniors and disabled visitors. These initiatives are designed to deliver 

To deepen community engagement, Gansu Province, for example, has  
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Artifacts from Shaanxi 
Province are on display at a 
museum in California, the 
United States, on May 22
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revitalized its museum network by spotlighting regional cultural pillars: the 
Silk Road, the Yellow River civilization, the Great Wall history, ethnic tradi-
tions, and industrial heritage. This cultural push has yielded impressive results. 
Over the past year, Gansu’s museums hosted more than 400 exhibitions and 
over 4,000 educational events, drawing a whopping 30 million visitors.

The province has also embraced digital outreach, organizing 20,000 online 
events, including virtual exhibitions, livestreamed guided tours and digital 
education programs, to engage national audiences. 

Since 2023, initiatives like Night at the Museum and Culture Tour Buses 
have targeted student engagement during peak seasons. Shuttle buses connect 
six major venues, including the Gansu Provincial Museum and Dunhuang 
Contemporary Art Museum, while artifact lectures, immersive displays and 

Buses project brought over 4,000 students from remote areas into direct con-
tact with their heritage.

Also in 2023, the Shaanxi History Museum rolled out its Mobile Museum 
program, bringing cultural experiences to 23 remote counties through arti-
fact replica kits and virtual reality (VR) technology. The Shaanxi Provincial 

-
ing institutionalized as a permanent service model.

China’s commitment to inclusive museum access has gained global recognition. 
At the 2023 UNESCO World Conference on Cultural Policies 

(Mondiacult), China’s county-level museums were highlighted for their 
role in promoting cultural inclusiveness and contributing to the Sustainable 
Development Goals, particularly in bridging urban-rural divides through ac-
cessible heritage programs.

Additionally, the ICOM’s 2023 guidelines for inclusive museum prac-
tices featured Suzhou Museum as a case study for its collaborative initiatives 
with local communities. The report underscored how such partnerships fos-
ter social equity and cultural inclusiveness. 

“True, equitable museum public service goes beyond free admission—it 

Association, said in a 2024 interview with China Media Group. “Take Suzhou 
Museum’s sign language guide system for the hearing-impaired as an ex-
ample: It demonstrates how cutting-edge technology can enhance accessibility 

Innovative initiatives
-

ting-edge technologies to enhance the overall visitor experience, many have 
become must-visit destinations for young travelers, with many posting their 
creative photos and videos on social media. 

-
rines of two women holding hands from the Northern Wei Dynasty (386-
534) has become a popular spot for best friends to have their snaps taken after 

on Chinese socials. On Douyin, China’s version of TikTok, and popular life-
style and e-commerce app Rednote, hashtag “taking matching photos with 

The comment sections feature scholars explaining the clothing, makeup and 

daily lives of women during the Northern Wei 
period, while many other commenters share pho-
tos of themselves posing with their best friends in 
front of the artifacts.

Meanwhile, a wave of culture-inspired prod-
ucts—seamlessly blending ancient aesthetics 
with contemporary design—is now popular with 
museum visitors. This phenomenon showcases 
both the public’s growing passion for rediscover-
ing Chinese heritage and the successful impact of 
museums’ visitor-focused initiatives.

According to data from Beijing-based market 
research company Intelligence Research Group, 
the museum cultural product market has wit-
nessed eight consecutive years of growth since 
2016. In 2023, its market size reached 13.42 bil-
lion yuan ($1.86 billion), with a compound annual 
growth rate of approximately 22 percent between 
2016 and 2023—signaling a high-growth sector. 

Henan Museum’s Archaeology Mystery Box, 
for instance, mixes archaeological elements with 
blind box culture, engaging younger generations. 
The series contains over 100 miniature replicas of 
Henan artifacts, including bronze ware, jade ob-
jects and pottery, along with tiny excavation tools 
like shovels and brushes to simulate real digs. 
Users must identify the historical period of their 
findings based on artifact features, turning the 
process into an interactive archaeology lesson. 
Launched in 2020, the product sold over 100,000 
units within a year, with 15 percent of orders com-
ing from overseas.

“Beyond traditional artifact displays, en-
hancing interactivity through technology and 
promoting public education via social media, cul-
tural and creative products have become another 
effective way to bring museum artifacts into the 

Museum, told China Daily newspaper in 2024.
“We incorporate contemporary aesthetics 

favored by younger generations and collaborate 
with universities, tech companies and design 
teams to develop innovative products; and we 
promote them through Henan Museum’s online 
and offline channels. We plan to further expand 
our Archaeology Mystery Box series with new 

BR

FEATURES

http://www.bjreview.com
mailto:zhangyage@cicgamericas.com


http://www.bjreview.com36  BEIJING REVIEW JUNE 5, 2025   

AGRICULTURE

The Luster of Sustainability
The remarkable journey of Deqing’s freshwater pearl industry By Ji Jing

Deqing, a county in Zhejiang Province, is 
-

cate network of waterways, canals and 
lakes. This abundance of water provides a strong 
foundation for freshwater aquaculture, fostering 
the production of lustrous pearls. For centuries, 
the people of Deqing have practiced a unique 
freshwater pearl composite farming system cen-

In this integrated aquaculture model, fish 
feed on aquatic plants, mussels absorb nutrients 
from fish waste and purify water, and pearls are 
cultivated within the mussels. The system si-
multaneously enhances water quality, restores 
ecological balance and generates dual economic 
value—from both fishery yields and premium 
pearl production.

This model, officially called the Zhejiang 
Deqing Freshwater Pearl Mussel Composite 
Fishery System, or simply the Deqing Pearl 
System, received global recognition on May 21, 
as it was added to the United Nations Food and 
Agriculture Organization’s (FAO) list of Globally 
Important Agricultural Heritage Systems (GIAHS) 
for 2025. Joining the Deqing Pearl System were 
two other Chinese systems: an ancient pear or-
chard system in Gansu Province, northwest China, 
and a white tea culture system in Fujian Province, 
southeast China. With these latest additions, 
China now has 25 GIAHS, the highest number in 
the world.

Launched by the FAO in 2002, the GIAHS 
program assists farming communities in safe-
guarding traditional agricultural systems and their 
associated landscapes, agricultural biodiversity, 
knowledge systems and cultures.

“As China’s first GIAHS project in aqua-
culture, the Deqing Pearl System builds a new 
bridge for Chinese traditional agricultural wis-
dom to reach the global stage and has exemplary 

committee on the GIAHS under the Ministry 
of Agriculture and Rural Affairs, told Global 
Times newspaper. 

He added that the successful application was just the beginning and 
that Deqing will continue to explore pearl culture and promote its global 

An arduous journey
Artificial freshwater pearl cultivation in Deqing dates back to the Southern 
Song Dynasty (1127-1279). It was during that period that Ye Jinyang, a resi-
dent of Huzhou Prefecture (modern-day Huzhou City in Zhejiang, to which 
Deqing belongs), pioneered the technique. 

Using the locally-sourced Cristaria plicata (commonly known as the 
cockcomb pearl mussel), Ye successfully cultivated pearls by implanting 
nuclei—tiny reliefs made of tin, wood, bone or other materials—between 
the mussel’s shell and mantle tissue. Doing so kickstarted a big transition—
from relying solely on natural pearls to mastering controlled cultivation 
techniques.  

pearl farming technology in modern times. 

and arduous journey to revive the nation’s pearl farming heritage.
Through meticulous observation, Shen discovered that triangle sail mus-

sels (Hyriopsis cumingii) consistently produced pearls of superior quality, 
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boasting a whiter and brighter luster compared 
with those from other mussel species. This real-
ization led him to focus his efforts on the selective 
cultivation of these unique mussels. 

In the mid-1970s, Shen successfully devel-

mussels. This achievement laid the foundation for 
China’s large-scale freshwater pearl cultivation 
industry.

But in the early 2000s, a crisis emerged in 
Deqing’s pearl farming industry. In an attempt 
to boost pearl production and shorten breeding 
cycles, some farmers resorted to adding chicken 
manure, bird droppings and pig manure to the wa-
ter as food for phytoplankton, resulting in severe 
water pollution. 

Too much nutrients in the water can cause 
algae blooms, and algae can use up the oxygen in 
the water, suffocating other life in the water such 
as fish. Mussels are natural water purifiers, con-

nutrients like nitrogen and phosphorus.  
Traditionally, Deqing’s farmers used fish-

fertilizes phytoplankton, which mussels consume 
while simultaneously cultivating pearls. To reduce 
pollution, in recent years, Deqing has re-embraced 
the traditional ecologically friendly fish-mussel 
co-culture practices and created a comprehensive 
pearl industry chain, prioritizing the wellbeing of 
its ecology and people. 

Though this ecological approach extends pearl 

the one- to two-year cycle under intensive farm-
ing, it does greatly improve water quality.

Deep-processing innovation
While pearls are commonly associated with 
jewelry, in reality, only a small fraction, approxi-

ultimately selected for jewelry production. 
Shen understood that relying solely on jew-

elry production would hinder the long-term 
sustainability of pearl farming. Consequently, 
he began exploring the possibilities of deep 
pearl processing, seeking to maximize the value 
of remaining pearl resources through the de-
velopment of cosmetics and health products. In 
1992, Shen founded the Osmun Group, which 
has since grown into an enterprise encompass-
ing pearl farming, pearl cosmetics, pearl health 
products, pearl jewelry and pearl-themed cul-
tural tourism.

Today, Deqing’s annual deep pearl processing 
output approaches 100 tons, or about 10 percent 
of the national total. This accomplishment posi-
tions Deqing as the largest freshwater pearl deep-
processing base in China. The county’s combined 
annual output value of pearl farming and deep 
processing exceeds 7 billion yuan ($974 million), 
and the sector employs nearly 20,000 people, 
around 4 percent of the county’s population. 

Committed to preserving this invaluable agri-
cultural heritage, Osmun has invested 200 million 
yuan ($28 million) in the creation of a pearl cul-
ture park in Deqing. Within the park’s Osmun 
Pearl Museum, visitors can immerse themselves 
in the origin, culture and history of pearls while 
uncovering the mysteries of traditional ecological 
farming techniques. 

The Xiaoshanyang Freshwater  Pear l 
Ecological Farming Base in Deqing has also 
become a popular destination for outdoor educa-
tional activities. 

Here, children can embark on captivating 
journeys aboard wooden boats, gliding across the 
shimmering lake, learning about pearl mussels 
and opening the mussels to reveal their hidden 
treasures. BR
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(Above) A worker at a 
pearl production  
company in Deqing 
County, Zhejiang  
Province, makes pearl 
jewelry in a workshop  
on May 21 
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Pearl farmers harvest 
pearl mussels at the 
Xiaoshanyang Freshwater 
Pearl Ecological Farming 
Base in Deqing  
on May 21 
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As part of continued efforts to increase 
cultural understanding between China 
and other countries, four international 

experts embarked on an exploration of Chongqing 
Municipality and Sichuan Province from May 24 

the program was organized by China International 
Communications Group (CICG) for the judges of 
the second Orchid Awards, whose shortlist of 30 
nominees was announced on May 22.

The Orchid Awards are presented to foreign 
nationals or organizations that have been com-
mitted to the promotion of Chinese culture, and 
have made important contributions to promoting 
exchange and mutual learning among civiliza-
tions. Established by CICG, the awards aim to 
implement the Global Civilizations Initiative;  
promote the common values of humanity of peace, 
development, fairness, justice, democracy and 
freedom; consolidate the cultural foundation for 
building a global community of shared future; and 
facilitate exchange and mutual learning among  
civilizations.

These four experts, who are among this year’s 
judges, are Nakano Satoshi, Senior Director of 
the Japan-China Cultural Exchange Association, 
Rosalind Oliver, founder and Director of Double 
Dragon Alliance Cultural Centre in Shanghai, 
Elsawy Elsawy Ahmed, Coordinator for China 
Relations and Advisor on China-Egypt Relations 
at Benha University in Egypt, and Mexican ar-
chaeologist and cultural heritage preservation 
expert Luis Rogelio Rivero Chong. 

Open innovation
Chongqing, a city long renowned for its landscape 
of mountains and rivers, has continuously rede-

of economy and technology, leading the way in 

western China’s development.
The event’s first stop was the ChangAn 

Automobile Global Research and Development 
Center in Chongqing’s Yuzui Town, Jiangbei 
District, on May 24. ChangAn Automobile sold 
536,000 vehicles overseas in 2024, accounting for 
20 percent of its total sales. Its vehicles are sold 
in nearly 100 countries and regions, making it a 

hi-tech but also going global. 
“Chinese automobiles, especially new-energy 

vehicles (NEVs), have developed rapidly in recent 
years. China’s electric vehicles are exported over-
seas and are very competitive in the international 

Beijing Review after the visit. 
NEVs are automobiles that are fully or predomi-
nantly powered by electric energy, including plug-
in vehicles, battery electric vehicles, plug-in hybrid 
electric vehicles and fuel-cell electric vehicles.

How has China’s new energy industry de-
veloped so rapidly? Xing Ying, an employee 
at the Corporate Culture Center of ChangAn 
Automobile, explained to Beijing Review the 
advantages of China’s new energy industry: 
First, China boasts the world’s largest NEV mar-
ket, leading global production and sales for 10 
consecutive years. In 2024, its annual NEV pro-
duction and sales both surpassed 10 million units 

prompted Chinese car companies to continuously 
launch new products and technologies, driving the 
global development of the automotive industry. 
Second, China has its own complete new energy 
industry chain and supply chain, with over 1  
million enterprises in up- and downstream sectors 
in total. Third, through independent innovation, 
China has transitioned from a technology follower 
to a global leader in areas like power batteries and 
intelligent driving systems.

CULTURAL EXCHANGEFEATURES

From Ancient  
Wonders to New Energy

Orchid Award judges explore the heart of western China By Wang Ruohan
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After learning about ChangAn Automobile’s 
efforts in improving global transport experiences, 
on the same day, the four experts also visited the 
Inland International Logistics Hub Exhibition 
Center and Chongqing Container Central Station, 
two places demonstrating the firm steps western 
China is taking to expand its openness and accel-
erate its integration with the world.

As the first city to launch China-Europe 
freight trains, Chongqing has long been a crucial 
hub of the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). Since 
its launch in 2011, the China-Europe Railway 
Express (Chongqing) has connected nearly 40 
countries in Eurasia, running over 15,000 trips, 
with the total value of transported goods to date 
surpassing 500 billion yuan ($69.5 billion). 

The BRI was proposed by China in 2013 to 
boost connectivity along and beyond the ancient 
Silk Road routes and, according to Oliver, is in-
jecting new vitality into the world economy. With 
trade being the major driver of global economic 
recovery today, the role of the BRI is more impor-
tant than ever, she told Beijing Review. 

“Egypt is planning to develop land trans-
portation infrastructure, and China will be an 
indispensable partner, just like the China-Egypt Belt 

capital CBD (Central Business District) of Egypt, 
is a typical example of China’s advanced technolo-

 
May 24 was the day for Chongqing’s weekly drone 
light show performance. The city prepared a sur-
prise to welcome the Orchid Awards judges, with 
the awards’ logo lighting up the night sky during the 
show.

Cultural fusion
After Chongqing, the four experts arrived in 
Chengdu City, capital of Sichuan, on May 25. On 
that day, the Eastern Suburb Memory cultural park 
in the city buzzed with activity. Once part of the 
state-owned Hongguang Electron Tube Factory, 
this area has been transformed into a creative hub, 
blending industrial heritage with contemporary 

culture. Visitors, including local young people and 
families, enjoy music festivals, art exhibitions, 
markets and workshops, all embodying Chengdu’s 
unique urban lifestyle.

On their visit to the park, the judges immersed 
themselves in this lively atmosphere. “This is my 

I feel relaxed. The city’s inclusive and open 
character reminds me of my hometown—Cairo. 
I think Chengdu and Cairo share many similari-
ties—both are cities where history and modernity 

Sichuan’s rich history strikes a contrast with 
its modern vitality. On May 26, the delegation vis-
ited the Sanxingdui Museum in Guanghan City of 
Sichuan. The museum showcases over 1,500 arti-
facts, including the Bronze Divine Tree, the grand 
Bronze Longe Standing Figure, and gold masks, 
captivating visitors from around the world.

Dating back 2,900 to 4,500 years, the 
Sanxingdui site reveals the splendor of the ancient 
Shu civilization. These archaeological findings 
provide strong evidence of the diversity and unity 
of Chinese civilization and the interactions be-
tween ancient Shu and Central Plains cultures. 
The Central Plains, located in the middle and 
lower reaches of the Yellow River, is credited as a 
cradle of Chinese civilization.

The masks are particularly favored by in-
ternational visitors. Ahmed noted, “The gold 
masks at Sanxingdui remind me of Egypt’s 
Tutankhamun mask. Both China and Egypt, as an-
cient civilizations, have produced brilliant cultural 

Mexican archaeologist Rivero Chong told Beijing 
Review

forward to further research to deepen my understand-

Chongqing and Sichuan are important win-
dows to observe Chinese modernization and 
civilization. What the judges experienced there 

-
ness. “I think it’s a wonderful trip. We have seen 
so much artistry, history, culture; and made new 
friends. It’s been a really diverse and deep kind 
of experience for learning about civilizations and 

BR
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(Above)  International experts of the second Orchid Awards 
visit ChangAn Automobile Global Research and Development 
Center in Chongqing Municipality on May 24 

International experts of the second Orchid Awards visit the 
Sanxingdui Museum in Guanghan City, Sichuan Province,  
on May 26 
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Hefei City, capital of Anhui Province in east 
China, is rapidly emerging as one of the 
country’s leading innovation hubs—quickly 

narrowing the gap with megacities like Beijing and 
Shanghai. In 2023, Nature science journal ranked 

technology.
In just a few years, the city has replaced vast 

swathes of abandoned farmland with sprawling tech-
nology parks and scientific facilities. Over the past 
decade alone, Hefei’s GDP, a key gauge of economic 
health and performance, has more than doubled.

The city’s journey began in the late 1970s, with the 
rise of the home appliance industry. Since then, the city 
has consistently aligned itself with global technological 
shifts and industrial upgrades. Today, it boasts strong 
capabilities in next-generation industries such as semi-
conductors, display technologies, new-energy vehicles 
(NEVs), smart manufacturing and AI.

NEVs are automobiles that are fully or predomi-
nantly powered by electric energy, including plug-in 
vehicles, battery electric vehicles, plug-in hybrid elec-
tric vehicles and fuel-cell electric vehicles.

An innovation hub
The rise of three Chinese companies in particular il-
lustrates Hefei’s transformation from an unassuming 
inland city to a hi-tech powerhouse. 

In 2008, Hefei brought in BOE Technology Group, 
a leading Chinese electronic components manufac-
turer. Shortly after, the company launched a production 
line for sixth-generation TFT-LCD display panels in 

Today, BOE is a giant with an annual revenue of bil-
lions of U.S. dollars, and Hefei is known as a global 
display industry base.

Nine years ago, ChangXin Memory Technologies 
was founded in Hefei with an investment of 150  

billion yuan ($20 billion) to develop and manufacture 
memory chips. Today, the city has built an industrial 
cluster for memory chip making. 

In 2020, Hefei managed to raise 7 billion yuan 
($970 million) in venture capital and invested the 
money in cash-strapped electric vehicle (EV) maker 
NIO. The rescue enabled NIO to overcome an acute 
liquidity crisis. The company later established its China 
headquarters in Hefei. After that, globally leading EV 
companies, such as German automaker Volkswagen 
and domestic brand BYD, also set up units in the city.

Now, Hefei has formed comparative advantages 
in NEVs. In 2023, the city produced 740,000 NEVs, 
ranking fourth in China.

Looking ahead, Hefei is investing in future in-

as economic activities in airspace below 1,000 me-
ters), aerospace information, quantum information 
and fusion energy. The city has a cluster of 100-plus 

national quantum information-themed sci-tech park for 
future industries, boasting a leading number of quan-
tum patent authorizations nationwide.

Its proactive approach to strategic investment has 

investments in cutting-edge sectors and the creation of 
innovation platforms and incubators, such as Zhongke 
Hefei Institute of Technology Innovation Engineering, 
which provide support to research teams in commer-
cializing their technological innovations.

Hefei’s development path also features build-
ing the industrial chain around a leading company. 
Volkswagen’s research and development (R&D) arm 
in China, Volkswagen Group (China) Technology 

in 2024, is now the company’s largest R&D facility 
outside of Germany. It focuses on intelligent and con-
nected vehicles for the Chinese market.

From Humble  
To Hi-Tech

The story of one inland city’s rise to an advanced tech hub By Li Wenhan

INNOVATIONFEATURES

Industrial robot arms at 
work inside a Volkswagen 
workshop in Hefei, Anhui 
Province, on May 21 
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So far, over 500 production suppliers and more than 1,000 general purchasing 
suppliers have joined Volkswagen’s ecosystem in Anhui. The company has attracted 
50 of them to set up operations in Hefei itself as well as nearby areas.

“Our new platform, developed by VCTC, will enable 30-percent faster speed to 

-
dia group that was conducting a survey of Hefei’s development trajectory on May 21. 

Talent development has been another key pillar of Hefei’s growth. The city 
produces over 100,000 STEM (science, technology, engineering and mathematics) 
graduates annually from institutions like the University of Science and Technology of 
China (USTC).

Central Government policies encourage collaboration between enterprises, uni-
versities and research institutes. Such partnerships have played a pivotal role in turning 

Volkswagen, for instance, launched the Volkswagen College program in collabo-
ration with Hefei University, and introduced Germany’s dual-education model to train 
students in the likes of mechanical engineering and software development.

A comfortable life
Hefei has been working actively to attract foreign talent in an effort to boost the city’s 
innovation capacity. In recent years, an increasing number of international profession-
als have chosen to settle down in Hefei, drawn by its potential and growing reputation 
as a sci-tech hub.

From 2019 to 2021, Hefei was named one of the most attractive Chinese cities 

environment and expanding opportunities.
Miroslav Khula, CEO of Volkswagen Anhui, shared his impressions with the 

Beijing Review

it easy to feel at home, thanks to Hefei’s natural sur-
roundings, strong sense of community and openness. 
“Hefei is a city where we want to live, and we’re really 

his family.
Khula’s experience is increasingly common 

among foreign professionals in Hefei. Kim Seok-ro, 
an air conditioning performance specialist from the 
Republic of Korea who works for Chinese home appli-
ance giant Midea Group, has called Hefei home since 
2017. Originally planning to stay for a decade, Kim has 
decided to extend his time in the city due to his team’s 
continued growth. “As long as the company needs me, 

-
ing a meeting with the media group on May 21. “It has 
turned out quite differently from what I expected—

But once I moved to Hefei, I found that life and work 
here have gone surprisingly smoothly. I was initially 
worried about issues like healthcare and the education 
of my children, but Hefei has developed very well in 

Fan Jin, head of the Hefei Municipal Bureau of 
Science and Technology, emphasized the growing 
international presence in the city. “Over 1,500 foreign 
experts from 74 countries are contributing to Hefei’s 

-
rum gathering international experts from across the 
globe on May 20.

Fan highlighted the essential role overseas profes-
sionals play—not only in driving innovation, but also 
in strengthening international cooperation and advanc-
ing China’s modernization efforts.

Among those contributing to Hefei’s academic 
and research community is Clause Thomas Weise, a 
German professor of applied optimization at the School 
of AI and Big Data at Hefei University. Weise spoke 
highly of the city’s upgraded infrastructure and rising 
quality of life. “I feel deeply grateful for the opportuni-
ties and support that I and my colleagues have received 

“What I really appreciate about being here is the 
positive outlook on the future. There’s a shared goal 
to keep improving—not just for oneself, but as a 
society. People here generally believe that each year 
should be better than the last. I really admire that 

BR
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What began as an unexpected twist 
turned into a memorable celebra-
tion for a couple in Taiyuan, Shanxi 

Province, who ended up holding their wedding at 
a hotpot restaurant—where diners cook raw ingre-
dients in a simmering pot of broth.

The bride, surnamed Zhao, told newspa-
per Guangming Daily that they had originally 
booked another restaurant for their wedding. 
However, just five days before the big day, the 
restaurant abruptly informed them it was closing 
down, forcing the couple to scramble for a new 
venue.

Zhao then turned her eyes to a hotpot chain 
known for its solid service and good food. “I 
remember joking once while dining there that 
maybe I could host my wedding here—I never 

To their delight, the hotpot restaurant accepted 
their booking and enthusiastically prepared for 
the event. The spacious venue, which can accom-
modate up to 500 guests, was perfect for their 150 
attendees.

The wedding feast’s cost of 22,500 yuan 
($3,100) was more affordable than their original 
plan, and guests thoroughly enjoyed the experi-
ence. To add to the festivities, Zhao and her 
husband even performed a pre-rehearsed lion 
dance.

“Many friends said they’d also consider host-

said. “The festive decorations arranged by the res-

New choices
Other than a hotpot restaurant, some couples 
have opted for fast-food chains like McDonald’s 
for their ceremonies. Last September, a couple 
in Guangdong Province held their wedding at 
McDonald’s, as the restaurant had been the 
backdrop of their relationship—from dating 
to proposal. The celebration featured burgers, 
French fries, Coca-Cola, a McNugget bouquet, 

and even Coke champagne, all for just around 
3,000 yuan ($410).

According to social networking platform Soul 
App’s 2025 Z-Generation Wedding Attitudes 
Insight Report, 78 percent of single young adults 
have planned their ideal weddings, as GenZs 
reject rigid tradition in favor of self-expression. 
Many find conventional weddings exhausting, 
with high costs and complicated arrangements 
ranging from banquets and venue selection to 
photography, decor and hosting.

The report revealed that over 40 percent of 
respondents prefer simple weddings, focusing 
on creating a relaxed atmosphere for themselves 
and their guests. Luxury hotels and other high-
end venues are no longer the optimal options, 
while fast-food chains, cafés and boutique 
homestays—spaces where young people natu-
rally gather, are becoming popular alternatives.

Some couples have swapped flashy luxury 
car processions for buses, e-bikes or even shared 
bicycles. Others toast with milk tea instead of al-
cohol. These new-style weddings may be smaller 
and simpler, but they retain warmth and joy. 
The report shows that intimate, personalized and 
tailor-made wedding experiences are rising trends 
among young consumers.

“These unconventional choices reflect the 
GenZ pursuit of individuality, demonstrating a 

Shanghai University sociologist Chen Wei 
told newspaper Beijing Daily. “Increasingly, 
prioritizing personal happiness and celebrat-
ing individual identity are becoming the new 

of followers hosted a Cardcaptor Sakura-themed 
wedding. Cardcaptor Sakura is a beloved 
Japanese magical girl anime. 

When the bride, dressed in an elaborate 
wedding gown and holding a magical wand, ap-
peared at the center of a pink stage illuminated 
with a glowing magic circle, netizens marveled: 

My Wedding, My Way
How young Chinese are reinventing the matrimony ceremony By Yuan Yuan

TRENDSFEATURES

Newlyweds pose for  
photos aboard their 
specially chartered “Love 
Bus” in Zhuji, Zhejiang 
Province, on April 30 
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“This is exactly what a shoujo -

According to the 2023-24 Wedding Market Trends and Consumer 
Insights report, released by the China Wedding Expo in 2024, modern couples 
prioritize quality and intricate designs, with themes ranging from gothic and 
dark romance to eco-friendly ones gaining popularity. AI technology also 
plays a role, allowing couples to preview wedding setups and incorporate 
more customized elements while reducing costs by 10-15 percent compared 
with traditional weddings.

This shift isn’t just about aesthetics—it’s fueling fresh business  
models, with new players quickly entering the market. In Nanning, 
Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region, a young couple ordered 320 cups 
of milk tea to replace traditional alcoholic toasts during their wedding 
reception. Currently, popular tea brands like Heytea and Chagee have 
launched wedding banquet services, offering complete packages includ-
ing custom packaging, delivery and setup services, carving out a new 
niche in wedding customization.

New styles
Alongside innovative wedding trends, “New 

-
tions like ceremonial attire and rituals are gaining 
popularity among young couples. However, even 
when embracing tradition, today’s youth prefer to 
keep things simple and meaningful. Across China, 
collective weddings with traditional elements have 
become a trendy alternative.

On April 30, a couple in Zhejiang Province 
made headlines by boarding a public bus (exclu-
sive for their wedding procession with no other 
passengers aboard) dressed in classic red wed-
ding robes, and traveling to an ancestral hall in a 
village of Zhuji City for their ceremony. There, 
they held a traditional wedding steeped in local 
customs.

groomsmen presented a jar of locally brewed li-
quor, which the couple then sealed with red paper 

50th anniversary.
Another couple, Xiang Jintao and his bride, 

chose a countryside wedding in a village in 
Shengzhou City of Zhejiang, a move aligned with 
the city’s push for frugal yet culturally vibrant 
weddings. 

Shengzhou has designated seven scenic ven-
ues for minimalist ceremonies, including rural art 
galleries and Yueju Opera-themed towns.

The couple tied the knot at the Liu Wenxi 
Art Gallery, hometown of the renowned painter 
Liu Wenxi, whose lifelong love story inspired 
them. “We chose this place not just for the 
landscape, but also because Liu and his wife’s de-

People’s 
Daily.

The gallery’s rustic charm set the scene, 
while quirky local touches like Cantonese Opera-
inspired fridge magnets and toffee made with 
fragrant Torreya nuts added a sense of playful 
modernity to the festivities. “This perfect blend of 
timeless tradition and frugal creativity makes our 

BR 
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Celebrating the Dragon 
Boat Festival
The Dragon Boat Festival, or 

Duanwu Festival, falls on the 

traditional Chinese calendar. The festival 
can be traced back more than 2,000 years 
and legends about its origins abound. 

The most well-known is that the festival 
commemorates Qu Yuan, a patriotic poet 
and minister living in the Warring States 
period some 2,300 years ago. Distraught 
over the invasion of his homeland, Qu threw 
himself into a river in despair. Local people 
racing out in boats to save him is said to be 

the origin of dragon boat races. When they 
were unable to find him, they threw balls 

would eat the rice instead of his body. This 
is said to be the origin of zongzi—sticky rice 
dumplings wrapped in bamboo leaves—
that are now enjoyed during the festival. The  
festival, a public holiday in China, fell on 
May 31 this year. BR

(Photos by Xinhua News Agency)
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1. Drummers keep the teams  
rowing in unison during practice 
races ahead of the Dragon Boat  
Festival on Xuanwu Lake in  
Nanjing, Jiangsu Province,  
on May 24

2. Two students perform a dragon 
dance while learning about the 
Dragon Boat Festival at a primary 
school in Qingdao, Shandong  
Province, on June 10, 2024

3. A red date zongzi is wrapped in 
preparation for steaming in a food 
factory in Zunhua, Hebei Province, 
on May 22

4. Ancient superstition suggests 
 

on the traditional Chinese  
calender can be unlucky, and 
decorations stuffed with  
pungent herbs, such as these 
ones pictured in Ningjing County, 
Gansu Province, on May 24,  
are said to ward off misfortune

1
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the new footprint stickers, as well as the 
safety hazards of “standing on the right 

widely promoted through a variety of 
channels to gradually increase public 
awareness and acceptance of the new 
guidance.

Zhao Zhijiang (ThePaper.cn): 
Despite clear messaging in many cities 
that “stand on the right and walk on the 

people have not adapted to the new guid-
ance yet, requiring subway operators to 
use signage to remind them. The down-

are apparent, but it has already become 
ingrained in many people’s minds. Even 
those who already recognize its potential 
risks often feel pressured to comply, fear-
ing scrutiny from others.

Some passengers, while walking up 
the escalator, demand that other pas-
sengers make way, sometimes even 
rudely pushing those in front of them 
aside. This places moral pressure on 

are hindering others’ passage. Thus the 
-

The correct posture is to stand side-by-
side with another passenger and hold on 
tight. 

The old escalator guidance was ini-

hurry, but how much time can be saved 
on subway and shopping mall escala-
tors? Why should the rightful interests 
of the majority be compromised to cater 
to the needs or preferences of a small 
fraction? In this sense, the yellow foot-
print stickers on escalators undeniably 
help reverse an improper old habit, as 
well as give a subtle prompt: It’s accept-
able to stand side-by-side on escalators 
and you don’t need to feel guilty about 
doing so. BR

FORUM 

Recently, small footprint stickers 
have appeared on escalators in 
some subway stations in Beijing. 

are placed there to remind passengers 
they don’t have to “stand on the right and 

instead stand side-by-side with another 
passenger.

“Stand on the right and walk on the 

of caring for others, with escalator us-
ers standing on the right side to leave 
the left side open for people in a hurry. 
After years of widespread adoption, the 
inherent safety flaws of this convention 
have become increasingly apparent and 
are triggering doubts about its possible  
merits.

Jiang Debin (Workers’ Daily): 
Escalators were not initially designed for 
pedestrian traffic, so walking on them 
can easily lead to imbalance or even ac-
cidents. Furthermore, prolonged weight 

on a single side can hasten the deteriora-
tion of an escalator’s mechanics, creating 
a greater possibility of equipment failure 
and potential safety hazards. 

In 2018, Beijing Subway dropped 

now encourages passengers to hold the 
handrail and watch their step on escala-
tors. Other big cities including Shanghai, 
Guangzhou, Nanjing and Chengdu have 
also abandoned “stand on the right and 

-
ly tiny adjustment reflects consideration 
for escalator safety. 

Of course, long-held habits, particu-
larly those regarded as proper etiquette, 
are hard to break.  

The cute design of the tiny footprint 
stickers in Beijing is meant to use gentle 
visual language to replace rigid safety 
reminders, allowing passengers to gradu-
ally adopt a new concept of civility. This 
experience is worth emulating in more 
places. Furthermore, the significance of 

Reversing Outdated  
Escalator Etiquette
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